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INTRODUCTION

This research into the history of architecture courses
in ‘Faculties of Architecture in Venezuela, was undertaken as
as necessary background for the proposal of a history course,

the objective of Part II of my thesis work.

As information about history of architecture courses
either didhn't exist or wasn't easily available, in our

Faculty or in any other, the research involve a considerably

bigger effort than at first seemed necessary.

Visits, interviews, and a long search for old programmes
were needed. A questionnaire, in as simple a form as possible

was drafted to be used as a basis for interviews, 6ee Appendix

2 of this volume).

Until 1972 there were only three Faculties of Architecture
in the country. 1In 1973 a fourth one was formed, and during

1975, several others will be formed bringing the number by

midyear to eight.

In our study we considered only the three 'traditional'
Faculties which are: University of Zulia, en Maracaibo;

Central University of Venezuela, in Caracas; and, University

of L.os Andes, in Mérida.,

Some comments about the Faculties and Universities are

T



to be found within this research, and others can be found

in the last Chapter of Part II, 'historical background!

and 'conditioning environment'. Let us first, mention students
population so as to give the following chapters some context
The Faculty in Caracas has about 2.400 students, our Faculty
in Maracaibo about 500, and the one in Mérida, about 450

students.

Faculties of Architecture and architectural studies are
rather new in Venezuela, the first program, started in 1944.
We decided to do our research on the three mentioned

Faculties, since they were formed before 1974, when the

majority of out visits and interviews were made.

Information form the first decade of the first Faculty
of Architecture is scarce and difficult to find. One of the
reasons 1s that architectural studies began in all three
cases as departments or Schools in other Faculties, mainly
under Engineering, and apparently documents are lost or

so mixed that they are practically nor available.

Nevertheless, the information retrieved proved sufficent
to give a clear picture of what history of architecture

teaching and research has been in Venezuela.

Concerning the new Faculties of Architecture, not
included in this research, which basically are draining

experiences and human resources from the existing facilities



especially in Caracas, they have nothing new to offer to

our work for the time being.

There have always been history of architecture courses
within architectural education in Venezuela, and this
research has been indeed useful for the final proposal. It
may prove even more useful in the future, as the first and
only one available at a moment when all three faculties

are changing curriculum.
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CHAPTER 1

1. HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE COURSES

Objective: Study history of architecture courses in
the Faculties of Architecture -selected-

of Venezuela.
l1.1. Introduction.

In all three faculties studied, there have always
been history of architecture courses, and in spite
of all controversies in other countries, particularly

in Europe, they have been constinuously winning

strength within their respective Faculties.
1.2. Central University of Venezuela.

The Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism of the
Central University of Venezuela, the oldest in the
country, was formed in 1941 as a department of the
Faculty of Physical Sciences and Mathematics.
Studies began in 1944, and it was declared a school
in 1946 and became an independent Faculty in 1953.
History of architecture courses have always been

a part of this department.
1.2.1. Data retrieved:

For that Faculty, it has not been possible

11



1.2,2.

to obtain all the courses and programmes

from 1944. All programmes were obtained

from 1945 and 1946.

Good information was retrieved as to research,
and the department of history of architecture
and its activities, as it 1is possible to see

through the bibliography.

Most of lecturers were contacted and
interviewed, and they provided information
about the programmes from 1944, and all

kinds of further background about the courses,

as most of them were within the Faculty for

several years.

Courses ubication:

History of architecture courses are given,

in recent vears, from the first to the

fourth year, or following the semesters plan,
from the second to the eight semester. Some

of the courses =-seven out of ten- are electives,
which allows for a certain freedom for students.
It is, nevertheless, limited by some pre-

requisites from other subjects.

Pre=requisites require, !'Introduction to Theory

of Architecture!' as the first contact with

12



1.2,3.

architectural problems and the ideas behind

them for first year students. The other

compulsory subjects are 'History of Modern

Architecture'! I and II, affered from the
fifth to the seventh semester, which
complement that introduction although

perhaps somewhat late. Other subjects are
electives and are considered as complementary.

Of the seven offered, students must take 3.

Research:

Concerning reseérch, there has been, as

part of the School, a Centre for Historical
and Aesthetics Researchs since 1562 (C.I.H.E.)
That center publishes its works in a magazine
called 'Boletin' with wide national and
international distribution mainly in L&tin

American countries.

Research works must be determined within a

~general policy set by a special committee

called 'Comision de Politica de Investigacidn'

(Comision for Politics on Research).

The above mentioned Comision, as quoted in '’
'Science and Technology for national

development; bases for action 1973-74"

13



published by the National Council for
Scientificand Technological Research

(CONICIT), has proposed:

ceeoas building desdign L8 the main problem
forn anchitects, and buildings the final
product of the buifding Aindustry, there £Ls
an obvious need forn'the Faculty Lo gocus
L{ts neseanch around this fLeld, consdiderning

the problLems of its industrnialization" (1}

‘Following that the Comision recommends about

rYesearCh areadSeqe e o

cess"the Centnal University o4 Venezuela has
already developed some nesearch -applied and
basic~ on building materials, siructures adn
instillation, within the Faculty of
Engineening; Leaving open the fields of
expernimental buildings development (natunral
field for therarchitect), applied resdeanch
Ln design concerns and usen requirements,
and the economic and socdlal aspects of
building industrialization, demographic
process, cultunal and Ldeologics Sstaucitures,

industrial onganizaition and development;

(1) Comision fon Polkitics on Reseanch of the Faculity of

Architecturne and Urbanism of Zthe Central Univensity o4

Venezuela.
14



all o4 which must be underntaken by zthe
Faculty" (2)

Further the Comision recognises the importance
of research into architectural education
itself, and in number 3 of its recommendation

about research areas, 1t suggests....

"Parallel to the profects within these aneas
, 04 national priorities, Lt.44 necesdsany ot
considen aspects o4 architectural education
giving special priority Lo those nesearch
paojactélneﬂated dirnectly to the improvement

04 education for anchitects and plannens”.

As concerns what kind of research must be
done, the Comision has some defined criteria,

that from the personal interviews I conducted,

seems to be generally accepted.

"Research effornts must be orlented towards
applied nesearch and expernimental development
Ln problems areas coniidened a prioritany

in Venezuela; this strategy to onrgandze
redearch within the Faculty does not mean

to abandon basic research that L4 gfound

necesdsdarny for expenimental development oxr

(2) Point 2. Recommendationd about neseanrch areas. Comision
fon Politicsd on Reseaxrch.

15



applied redearch™

In the Chapter General criteria for research
development! the Comision took some ideas
proposed by the Institute of Urbanism of the

U C.V. Facultve....

oo Mbclentific neseanch L8 an important
key fon the development of Lteaching processes
within the Faculty and £t L8 ZTherefone

indispensable to establish adequate resdeanch

policied....

This Institute whose main role L4 nreseanch,
through wornks, publications, ete., will not

only contribute to post-graduate teaching
but will, as well, be generator and promoZox

0f new teachings (*) in architectural areas".

In an other document, the Comision, analysed
the current situation in 'General

Recommendations?! stateSeeeeee

voe 4t L8, as well, true that nesounces
avallable for nesearch in the Central
Univensdty of Venezuela are Limited, Zhenre-

forne Lt falls on the Faculty Council (}}

(*) the underlining L& mine.

(¥) Consejo de Facultad. The main authornity of a Faculty 4in
Venezuela.

16




to take cane that nesounces be destined
Lo priority areas of Architectunre and
Urbanism. To gacilitate such a goal, the
Faculty Council must define a neseanch

policy".

These recommendations are justified
because the Comision considers, with some
basie, that research projects at present
correspond more to personal or groups
interest, than to a general programmed

effort.

Immediately following, the Comision mention
some pertinant aspects as to the regulation

~governing research:

"Accornding 1o the Law of Undlversities (3) and
Council decisdlons, ngéeanch projects, should
be based on;:

a) Lecturens, individually, and Institutes

on othen bodies, must prepare research
proghrammes yearly.

b) prionity areas shoutd be defined even

L§ they are momentanily out of the immediate

- need of Lteaching activities.

(3) Ley de Universidades

17



c) pregerably nesearch should be Ln groups,
because generally speaking Lts impact will
ne gar broadenr and a betten use nresounrces
will be nealized;

d) the Faculty:Councils must coordinate

nesearnch activities at thein own Level.

Then the Comision proposed for the Faculty

a Permanent Comision attached to the

Faculty Council, to take care of all research
requirements mentioned above and any others

that may correspond later.

In more direft relation to reséarch in
history of architecture courses, the document
in 'Gereml information about the research
~group' section 1.1. Centre for historical and
aesthetics research, clarifies the are
-relationship between the research field,
teaching and extension,

"2.2. Research types.

In genexal nesearch being done by C.I.H.E (*)
may be defined according to CONICIT critenia,
as ondiented to basic nesearch, although some

wonks, Like those neferrned Lo condervation,

(*) Centre for Histornical and Aesthetic Reseanrch

18



are more applied nesearnch'.

sThese research types do not correspond to
applied research, but considering the nature
of history and its possibilities for
stimulatins research they have been useful
to history teaching even though not of the
proposed types of applied research or

experimental development.

"2.3. Relation with Leachding.

Research done by C.1.H.E. membens has':been
tightly connected to teaching and Zo
histonial contents presented by Lectunrens

in thein counses",

This quotation ratifies what we said
before about the usefulness of research

projects in history.

"2.4. Othens. Extension

The C,I.H.E., through Lts neseanrch expects
to contrnibute to the knowledge and
consdenvation o§ the cultural and histordlcakl
heritage of Lthe country, thus servding non
unfvensditary Linsdtitutions Lin the country

ast well as abroad".

19



It is worth of note that in spite of this
purpose both important and necessary in a
country whose architectural heritage 1is
being destroyed (*), revising the list of
research done or being done, the simple
majority of the projects are related to

foreign countries.

The list..collected by than Comisibn in

1974 is:

- Research finished

. Barroque in America

. Architecture in Colonia Tovar

. Decoration in Andean Architecture
-Research in progress

. Inca Architecture

. Conservation criteria in Latin America

. Engineer Alberto Lutowski
. Colonial ornaments on Architecture in
Mexico
. Vene anelan contemporany architecture
-~Research in projection
. Jesuitic missions in Paraguay
. Aesthetics of chaos

. Highland architecture in Latin America

(*) AS has happened in Large scale Ln Maracaibo with
histornical architectune

20



The official handbook of the Centre for
Historical and Aesthetics Research states,

concerning 'Orientation':

voo At L4 necessany for students follLowing
the discipline Lo obtain knowledge of
practical application and especialization,

intead of consdiderning Lt just as cultural

background". | pp.3

"Consdidering historical knowledge as basic
in documentary neseanch and crndltical
appreciation, history of architectunre

counsed..." . pp.4

Research on history of architecture is then

considered as a methodology to be used in

practical application and architectural

criticism.

In that document are established justification
) A

for the C.I.H.E. in relation to the iFaculty,

in relation to the past, in relation to

present, and in relation to the country.

In article 1 of the Regulations Governing
the creation of the .C.I.H.E., promulgated
by the University Council of the Central

University of iVenezuela, 1t says:

21



11214-

"The Centre for Historical add Aesthetic
Research £46 a body fundamentally destined
Lo the nesearch and the improvement of

teaching methods....." pp.1l6

In relation with C.I.H.E. objectives this
function has been fulfilled as far as

research is concerned. The 'improvement'
of teaching methods has taken place more
a consequence of research programmes than

as a planned activity.

Several research projects done by C.I.H.E.
have been financed by the Council for

Scientific and Humanistic Development of the

University, as the Faculty does not have

extensive financial resources.

Coordination:

The -Department of History of Architecture
and the Centre for Historical and Aesthetic
Researchs belong to the Department of
General Studies within the Faculty, and the
teaching and research focus of the staff

(8 lecturers for 2.300 students) are limited
to history of architecture courses offered

at the undergraduate level, with the exception

22



of one postgraduate course for the Institute

of Urbanism of the ‘Faculty.

Coordination between history of architecture
courses and other theoretical subjects or
project work is not planned, but on occasions
is realized around a certain problem or
project being done, or through a group of
interested persons. There ;s, nevertheless,
a general agreement that coordination 1is

needed.

With the acceptance, within the near future,
of the so called Teaching Units (*), proposed
for this vear (1975) coordination would occur,
or better still integration in teaching, with
a history lecturer within each Unit, as well
as of other theoretical subjects. Most of
the history .0of architecture lecturers are
doubtful about the possibilities of integration
of history, because 12 Units are being formed
and there are only 8 history lecturers.

There is a shortage of specialized lecturers.
Besides there is as well a problem of
diversification, because at present each

lecturer guide his courses according to his

(*) Unidad Docente. A self supporting Leaching unit forn 200
students.

23



1.2,5.

interest and some of them have always been
doing the same period or civilization or
subject. It will be difficult for them to
be able to give the kind of help needed in
each Unit to cover all kinds of projects at

different levels.

Elective course:

On point 1.2,2. above, we mentioned that
now 10 courses are being offered, although
in some documents 16 are listed, of which

3 are compulsory:

- Introduction to Theory of Architecture
- History of Modern Architecture 1

- History of Modern Architecture 1I;
and seven are electives:

- History of world architecture

- History of Pre~Columbus architecture

-~ History of American (Latin) architecture
—tVénesulan contemporary architecture

- Conservation of ancient monuments

-~ Art and architecture

- Barroque influences in Latin America

In the document 'History Department. Centre

fof Historical and Aesthetic Research' the

24



relationship between compulsory and elective

courses are defined:ee.e.e.

"Histony of Moderan Anchitecture shall be
complemented with cournsdes on History of
Wonld Anchitectune, nistory of Amendcan
Architecture, and currnent problems 4Ln

arahitectune, .... pp.1/12

Theme .selection and auxiliary cournses (%)
focus must avoid Limited Lconoghapnic ok
anchaeologic schemes, and be oriented towanrds
authentic Lintenests emernging grom oun
present social conditions and oun cultural

and socdlal problems', pp.2

Elective courses are .considered auxiliary,

and fundamental subjects are considered, to
be theory of architecture and modern
architecture, In relation to credit units,
there is no difference, as each course 1s

worth two credit units per semester.

Each lecturers has complete freedom in the
running of his cours, whether compulsory or
elective, and can change content according

to his interest.

OF YORK
LIBRARY
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l.2.6.

T —

Post-Graduate:

In point 1.2,4., above, we mentioned that
the history department offers a post—graduate

course in the Institute of Urbanismn.

"Subject 4.2, History and Critic of Urbanism
Documentary and critical analysisd of mosit
dignigicants stages the process of unbandization,
Tennitonial organdzaition, with special attention
the political-economic mechanism, whose
ratlionality depends Ain Last nesornt Lo the
disdecniminatory space of a tiplc modenn

cLty”. pp.15

The course defined in that way is within the
subject area of 'Physical Planning and Urban

Design' of the above mentioned‘postfgraduate

studies.

During 1974, the history department introduced,
to the '‘Faculty Council, a ‘'Program for a
Post-Grade Course on History of Architecture
and Urbanism' to begin in 1975, It is a
Master's Iegree course of two years, with

lecturers from Venezuela and abroad.

"The academic program of History of Architecture

will have as objectives, teaching and furthen

26



education of progfesdionals in Hisdtory of
Architectune, with a great emphasis on

architecture and urbanism Lin Latin America..

Consdidening the Lack of specialized
Lectunens in History of Architecturne of
Latin Amendica, the counrse will pursue the

preparation o Lectunrens forn the universdity

Levell.

The course shall include, 4 semesters,
courses based on conferences, seminars,
and a thesis, with a special importance
"given to historical research and methodology.
Entrance will be limited to about 15

professionals with selection criteria.

1.3. University of Zulia.

History of architecture courses in the ;Fhculty,

then a School of the {Faculty of Engineering,
were virtually started at the same time, although

as they were placed in the second and third year,

they actually started somewhat later.

1.3.1. Data retrieved:

In this case it has been possible to obtain

a good deal of documents and retrieve

27



information from all the present lecturers
through interviews and guestionnaries. The

information may be considered as comprehensive.

All documents are listed in the bibliograhy.
It must be noted, the lack of history
programms from 1963 to 1965. The information
was provided by ex-students now lecturers

0f those same courses.

All the lecturers from 1965 on have been
interviewed, and the information from earlier

lecturers -was— obtained indirectly.

l.3.2. Course Ubication:’

Course ubication has been discussed more

than one, to decide if the course are correctly
placed- and contribute to the education of
architectural students. They are placed in

the third and fourth years, or from the

fifth to tﬁe eilghth semesters, following the

system now 1n use.

In 1962, in a document published after the
first semester, the new ubication was

commented on as being an improvement over

the former posiiion.

28



From that moment on the courses called
History of Architecture I and History of
Architecture II have remained in the third
and fourth year, respectively, and the
objectives, methods and contents of the
courses have been changing as we shall in

following chapters.

Since 1967 “in the Socio-Humanistic
Department (4) where the courses fall within
the Faculty, discussions have been going on
as the organization, the convenience or

inconvenience of their ubication, and whether

they should be expanded or not.

1.3.3. Research:

Only mild attempts to do some research have

been made in the history of architecture,

and there are no researchers among the staff.
Considering the number of courses -two- and
in spite of students numbers, the 4 lecturers
could do some research and if they were not
given other non-related responsibilities

with a good program.

In none of the documents considered 'basic'

by the Faculty, is the need for research in

(4) ALL subjfects ane grouped on three deparntments. Socio-
Humanistic; Technological, and Creative.
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history of architecture mentioned or
suggested. On the contrary, when the
Faculty has been invited to present a
position or assume responsability in matters
of public interest it has always refused

to do so as happened with the restauration
of Maracaibo's Cathedral: which is being
done badly or when most of the city's
authentic histédérical architecture was
destroved for the sake of 'modern

developments!.

In history of architecture II programmes
in the last year research about some urban
problem is mentioned as a teaching experience

and a basis for practical work.

1.3.4, Coordination:

There exists a clear coordination between
courses of History of Architecture I and II,
through programmes '‘and at times the

lecturers work as a team.

This coordination is not so clearly seen in
connection with other subjects within the
department or with other departments. Each

subject follows and independent line of

30



1.3.5.

teaching. Only in Social sciences in the
second year, has it been possible to
introduce concepts about urban development
and the use of methodologies that are

similar,.

It is obvious that a better coordination
is needed with project work, construction,
structures, sociology, ecology and planning,

and changing current programmes.,

Elective Courses:

Many time the need for elective courses has
been mentioned and established in writing,
but they have practically never existed
until now, the same is truth of History of

Architecture when the two existing courses

are compulsory,

History of architecture is one of the
subjects that, considering its broad scope,
multiplicity of phocuses possibles, and wide
variety of objectives and contents, is best
suited to elective courses to allow for

student choice and stimulation.

Elective course objectives could be during

the first years; introducturs, orientation
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and promotion; towards the middle years
concepts caonsolidation, working methods,
and critical analyéis, and during the
last vyears, diversification, or even

specialization,

Contents may vary from general and cultural
background, to social, political,economic,

or to artistic, scientific and technological,
as well as include thems, or periods, or

civilizations. x

This value in credit units, if the fashion
~goes on, may vary according to their

importance, and the time devoted.

1.4. University of Los Andes,

Architectural studies started in,the University of
L.os Andes, as 1n the Central University of Venezuela
and the University of Zulia, within the Faculty of
Engineering, 1in this case ih 1961. The School was

formed in 1962, becoming a Faculty in 1970.

History of architecture courses have always been

a part of the studies, and like in the other

Faculties they have changed through the years,

gaining in strenght.




l.4.1,

led.2.

Data retrieved:
-

As it happened with the Central University
of Venezuela in this case if has been
difficult to obtain information about the
first yvears, but a good deal form the last
vyears, was available specially since 1971.
General information about the Faculty is

generous, as can be seen on the bidiograhy.

Lecturers provided important information

through interviews and the questionnaire.

The information may be considered enough
to judge the present situation -1971 to
1974~ of history of architecture teaching,
but poor from 1961 to 1971. Fortunately,

some lecturers had beeﬁ there since 1962.

Course ubication:

History of architecture courses are offered
fromithe frst to the fourth vears, with
relative flexibility allowed by elective

courses.

Since 1973, the University of Los Andes has

had General Studies for the first four

semesters, The first two are general for all
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students, and the third and fourth are

diversified (5)

In general studies, known as well as the
basic cycle, starting in second semester,
three history courses are given, all three

compulsory:

- History IA (Introduction to the history

of architecture)
- History IB (History of Modern architecture)
- History IC (Theory of contemporary

architecture)

In the professional cycle -the fifth to tenth

semesters = nine course are offered:

-~ History of /Rénaissance architecture

- History of Colonial architecture in Latin
America, both compulsory, and:

- Theory of Architecture IA

- Theory of Architecture 1B,

one of which is compulsory

=~ History of Urban Architecture

- History of Landscape Architecture

(5) General Studies are a setl 0§ basic subject cournses given
1o all §4inst yean and second yearns sdtudent of the Undlvernsity
in an effornt to bring down costs, because of Lncreasing
dtudents populations.
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- History of Architecture and Engineering
in Venezuela.

- History of North-American Architecture

- Conservation

of there five courses, two are compulsory.

This means that in the professional cycle,
five courses must be taken, practically
one each semester because the tenth
semester 1s completely destined to a final

project or thesis,

There are pre~requisites with the courses

Oof general studies, which related the first,

four listed,
l1.4.3. Research:

Within the Faculty there is a research
centre, forme in 1970, with five sections,
one of which is the Section for Historical
Research. In 1973 jointly with other re-
organization proposals, it was suggested
that the Centre could be transformed into

an Institute (6)

(6) Within Venezuela's University structure an Institute
48 more important than a Centre.
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The reasons for that change, among others,

in the respective document (7 (, are:

"a) The Faculty of Architecture, until now,
L8 structured 2o so0lve only one. type of
problems: problems of graphic design, and
industrial design (very Little this Last
type), problems of Architectune, and problLems
of planning. Theses we calk problems of

designal,

W eeesdl L8 Tthen necessary, to do reseanch
to know situations (that we Ssuppose to be
highly systematic). This we call 'so0fue

researnch problemst, pp.4

Continuing, in the same document, under

conclusionSe.e. « <

"fhe Centrne does not nealize, systematically,
nesdeanch that may be applied to teaching
desddign,

Norn, daes the present structure of the

School allow forn £1". pp.>5

Observing the list of research done on planning

(7) Notes for a neport to deliver forn the Project for the

Resdeanch Institute of the Facultly of Architecture of the
Undivensity of Los Andes. Octoben 1973,
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we must agree that allof them seem useful

for teaching purposes,
Proposed objective for the new Institute are:

", ...t0 help teaching, allowing {fon a rdichen
teaching progham with experndienced obtained

in the Institute, preparing educational

matendials and teaching stadf, onienfing
students towands research (*)

Second, do nesearch directly nelated 2o
problems concerned with design for the
Latin Amendcan envirnonmenit. (under-developed,
countries )

Thind, contribute %o aeéeaﬁch aimed at

s0lving negional problems". pp.5-6

It would seem that 'to prepare teaching
staff' is not properly a task for a research
institute, nor does seem £he orientation of
students towards research at undergraduate
level, to be an important purpose, depending
on what emphasis is given to the concept
'orientate!. Accepting that it is possible
and even useful that the undergraduate

students take part in research programmes,

(*) undenfining L& mine,




and partially, that it is important for
them to learn about research methodology,
we believe that students in Venezuela are
not mature enough for research at that

level,.

The Historical Research Section, of the
existing Centre, has a research project in
progress about 'migrant people on non
requlated settlements in Mérida', that has
changed considerably in its orientation
during the last year or so, Likewise,
through hiétory of architecture courses
practical work and some recordings and
studies of small towns around Mé&rida have

been succesffully made.

This kindoof work is defined in 'Regulations
for Collateral Work. /Department of Historic
and Humanistic Disciplines', in the following

terms: 7

"To degine through exact secording,thé
work being studied.....

Students shall record on several visdits,
producing a graphic analysis through

shetches, about morphological and

condtructional asdpects, and Lin general any




l.4.4.

element useful to produce a well findished
study, and a clear undernstanding of Lhe
subject,

As a complement, exhausitive, historical
documentary reseanrch must be presented
with: articles, opindons, cniiics, old

pictures, designs, photographs, ete" pp.2-3

Research by a team of history and project
lecturers on Venezuelan architecture from
1945 onwards is now in progress, with the
purpose of defining a theory of Venezuelan

architecture.

Coordination:

History of architecture courses belong to

the Department of History of the Faculty,
and the department gives courses to the

University as a whole in general studies.

History of architecture lecturers, besides

~giving history courses, are studio tutors

working in teams with other lecturers, and
contributing the historical context for
every project. Historical methodology and

critical analysis are constantly present in

project work.




1.4-5'

In studying the courses offered it is easy
to see that there is a certain relationship
between contents and projects work, in most

of them deal with modern and Venezuelan

"architecture. The only exceptions are the

'introduction!' at the general studies level,

and 'renaissance architecture' which is
useful as background information and for

analysis and critical methodology.

Elective courses:

As we have already seen in point 1.4.2.

'courses ubication', during the proféssionalp
cfcle, the fifth to the tenth semesters,
there are 7 elective courses of which the
student ﬁust take at least three. Other

than Theory of Architecture I and II, that
are compulsory, there is a certain freedom
and orientation for students as may be

seen ini.the list presented in point 1.4.2.

mentioned above.

Elective courses (some of them began on 1974
as seminars), contribute to complement
compulsory courses and to give new or

different orientations for studies and

research, as well as motivation.




l1.5. Summary.

In all three ‘Faculties of Architecture considered
in this work, history of architecture course have
existed since architectural studies were established
although they have changed in objectives, content

and importance, especially form 1968 onwards.

In the Faculty of Architecture of the University
of Zulia courses are placed on the third and fourth
’ vears for the time being (*), and in the other two

"Faculties, from the first to the fourth years.

Research in farily developed in the Central
University of Venezuela, Caracas, at the lecturers
level; there is little development in the University

of Los Andes, Mérida; and practically non existing

in the University of Zulia, Maracaibo.

Coordination of history of architecture courses -
with other subjects and project work is not
programmed or established through objectives and
contents. In the case of U.L.A.(**) a certain
coordination is achieved with history lecturers

acting as studio tutors. In the U.C.V. (@f) there

(*) This will change with the new curriculum on 1975,
[¥**)Universdidad de Los Andes. University of Los Andes.

(*%F)Universidad Central de Venezuela. Central Univernsity of
Venezuela.
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is no coordination, but some is expected as a
consequence of the teaching units starting this
year. In L.U,Z, (*%*) there is only coordination

{

within the Soci-Humanistic department.

In U.C.V, and U.L.A. over 50% of the courses
offered are elective courses, In L.U.Z. there are

no elective courses, They shall probably began

during 1975.

There is no post~grade program, in history of
architecture in Venezuela, but the U.C.V, hopes
to start with a Master's JDkBgree course d<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>