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INTRODUCTION 



INTRODUCTION 

This research into the history of architecture courses 

in=Fhculties of Architecture in Venezuela, was undertaken as 

as necessary background for the proposal of a history course, 

the objective of Part II of my thesis work. 

As information about history of architecture courses 

either didh't exist or wasn't easily available, in our 

Faculty or in any other, the research involve a considerably 

bigger effort than at first peemed necessary. 

Visits, interviews, and a long search for old programmes 

were needed. A questionnaire, in as simple a form as possible 

was drafted to be used as a basis for interviews, (5ee Appendix 

2 of this volume). 

Until 1972 there were only three Faculties of Architecture 

in the country. In 1973 a fourth one was formed, and during 

1975, several others will be formed bringing the number by 

midyear to eight. 

In our study we considered only the three 'traditional' 

Faculties which are: University of Zulia, en Maracaibo; 

Central University of Venezuela, in Caracas; and, University 

of Los Andes, in Mdrida. 

Some comments about the Faculties and Universities are 
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tobe found within this research, and others can be found 

in the last Chapter of Part II, 'historical background' 

and 'conditioning environment'. Let us first, mention students 

population so as to give the following chapters some context 

The Faculty in Caracas has about 2.400 students, our Faculty 

in Maracaibo about 500, and the one in Merida, about 450 

students. 

Faculties of Architecture and architectural studies are 

rather new in Venezuela, the first program, started in 1944. 

We decided to do our research on the three mentioned 

Faculties, since they were formed before 1974, when the 

majority of out visits and interviews were made. 

Information form the first decade of the first Faculty 

of Architecture is scarce and difficult to find. One of the 

reasons is that architectural studies began in all three 

cases as departments or Schools in other; F'äculties, mainly 

under Engineering, and apparently documents are lost or 

So mixed that they are practically nor available. 

Nevertheless, the-information retrieved proved sufficient 

to give a clear picture of what history of architecture 

teaching and research has been in Venezuela. 

Concerning the new Faculties of Architecture, not 

included in this research, which basically are draining 

experiences and human resources from the existing facilities 
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especially in Caracas, they have nothing new to offer to 

our work for the'time being. 

There have always been history of architecture courses 

within architectural education in Venezuela, and this 

research has been indeed useful for the final proposal. It 

may prove even more useful in the future, as the first and 

only one available at a moment when all three faculties 

are changing curriculum. 
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CHAPTER 1 

1. HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE COURSES 

Objective: Study history of architecture courses in 

the Faculties of Architecture -selected- 

of Venezuela. 

1.1. Introduction. 

In all three faculties studied, there have always 

been history of architecture courses, and in spite 

of all controversies in other countries, particularly 

in Europe, they have been constinuously winning 

strength within their respective Faculties. 

1.2. Central University of Venezuela. 

The Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism of the 

Central University of Venezuela, the oldest in the 

country, was formed in 1941 as a department of the 

Faculty of Physical Sciences and Mathematics. 

Studies began in 1944, and it was declared a school 

in 1946 and became an independent Faculty in 1953. 

History of architecture courses have always been 

a part of this department. 

1.2.1. Data retrieved: 

For that Faculty, it has not been possible 
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to obtain all the courses and programmes 

from 1944. A11-programmes were obtained 

from 1945 and 1946. 

Good information was retrieved as to research, 

and the department of history of architecture 

and its activities, as it is possible to see 

through the bibliography. 

Most of lecturers were contacted and 

interviewed, and they provided information 

about the programmes from 1944, and all 

kinds of further background about the courses, 

as most of them were within the Faculty for 

several years. 

1.2.2. Courses ubication: 

History of architecture courses are given, 

in recent years, from the first to the 

fourth year, or following the semesters plan, 

from the second to the eight semester. Some 

of the courses -seven out of ten- are electives, 

which allows fpr a certain freedom for students. 

It is, nevertheless, limited by some pre- 

requisites from other subjects. 

Pre-requisites require, 'Introduction to Theory 

of Architecture' as the first contact with 
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architectural problems and the ideas behind 

them for first year students. The other 

compulsory subjects are 'History of Modern 

Architecture' I and II, offered from the 

fifth to the seventh semester, which 

complement that introduction although 

perhaps somewhat late. Otheh subjects are 

electives and are considered as complementary. 

Of the seven offered, students'must take 3. 

1.2,3. Research: 

Concerning research, there has been, as 

part of the School, a Centre for Historical 

and Aesthetics Researchs since 1962 (C. I. H. E. ). 

That center publishes its-works in a magazine 

called''Boletin' with wide national and 

international distribution mainly in Latin 

American countries. 

Research works must be determined within a 

general policy set by a special committee 

called 'Comision de Politica de Investigaci6n' 

'(Comision for Politics on Research). 

The above mentioned Comision, as quoted in I 

'Science and Technology for national 

development; bases for action 1973-741 
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published by the National Council for 

Scientificand Technological Research 

(CONICIT), has proposed: 

.... "a, 6 baUdLng de. 4Lgn Ld the main pnobtem 

Jon a hchitec t4 , and baUdLngd the jina. 2 

pno duct oj the bu . 2d1. ng Lndue. tn y, xhete is 

an obviou4 need 6o, % , the Faculty to £ocu4 

i ned eanch ano und thL4 £Letd, con4Ldeting 

the pnobLemd of L. d £nduetn£zUzation" (1) 

', Fallowing that the Comision recommends about 

research areas.,... 

,,,, "the Centta. e Univen4Zty of Venezuela has 

aV. eady. developed some nedeanch' -appt ed and 

ba4Zc. on baLLdLng matenia. Zs, atnuctune4 adn 

Lnati ttat ofc, within the Faculty oj 

EngZneening; ' . CeavLng open the 1Le. Ld4 oj 

expe. Lmentct baUdLnga deve. 2opmenx (na. tuna. C 

£ie. 2d bon the-. anchitect), applied nea eanch 

in design concenna and uden %equitementz, 

and the economic and 4ocia. 2 aspects of 

buitdLng £nduzttiatiza.. ion, demognaphLc 

pnoce4d, cuttunat and £deo. Cogics ztauc2unea, 

Lndu4 t%ia2 onganLza#Lo'n and development; 

(1) ComL4Zon jot Pa £ . i. ca on Rea eanch oj the FacAty oj 

Anchtitectune and Unbantiam of the CenUnat Univek4Lty of 

Venezuela. 
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aUU o which must be undentaien by the 

Facuttyºº (2 

Further the Comision recognises the importance 

of research into architectural education 

itself, and in number 3 of its recommendation 

about research areas, it suggests.... 

"PanaUUe2 to the phojec. ta wLthin . theae aneaa 

I of nat onat p/. LoxLt. Led, £x- L4 nece44any of 

con4Zdea aspects of anchtitectunaZ education 

giving 4pecLaZ ptionLty to those nedeaach 

pnojects neiated ditec. ty to the . i, mpnovement 

o6 education Jon anchitecta and p. 2annetz". 

As concerns what kind of research must be 

done, the Comision has some defined criteria, 

that from the personal interviews I conducted, 

seems to be generally accepted. 

"Redearsch ejpntz, must be oben. ted Iowa rda 

appl_i. ed aeseanch and expenimentat development 

in pnob. eemd areas condidened a pnLo&ita, %y 

in Venezuela; this zt&a. tegy to oicganLze 

nea eanch within the Faca Uy does not mean 

to abandon basic %e4ea&ch that is Sound 

nece4zany bon expexi. menta. deveZopmen. t on 

(2) Point 2. Recommendct ionb about %e4eanch aneab. ComL4Lon 

jon PotLtZc4 on Redearsch. 
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applied nes eanch" 

In the Chapter General criteria for research 

development' the Comision took some ideas 

proposed by the Institute of Urbanism of the 

U C. V. Faculty.... 

.... "d cZenfii hic tez eaxch £4 an £mpon. tangy 

key jot the devetopment os teaching pnocebae4 

within the Faculty and it £e £heneJone 

£ndLapendab! e to ea. tabU4h adequate teseatch 

pot i,. cLea ... . 

This i 4ti Luxe whose main note is nea eanch, 

through won(za, pubticationd, etc., wLUU not 

on'y contn2bu. te to post-gnadua. te teaching 

but witt, ab weit, be genenaton and promo. ton 

of new teachings(*) in anchtitectunat aneaa". 

In an other document, the Comision, analysed 

the current situation in 'General 

Recommendations' states...... 

.,, "it £d, as wett, true that neaouncez 

avaL&tbZe bon ae4 eanch in the Centxa. 2 

UnLve' ty o6 Venezue. Pa ate t i, mited, thene- 

jone it JaUU4 on the FacuUUy CouncUU (*) 

(* ) the undettini ng £ mine. 
(*) Condejo de FacuZtad. The main au. thoi ty of a FacuUUy in 

Venezueta. 
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to take cane that neeouncea be de4. Zned 

to pi o%ity ahead o6 Anchitectune and 

UnbanZdm. To 6aciZdtate auch agoat, the 

Facutty CouncLt muax define a nea eanch 

policy". 

These recommendations are justified 

because the Comision considers, with some 

basic, that research projects at present 

correspond more to personal or groups 

interest, than to a general programmed 

effort. 

Immediately following, the Comision mention 

some pertinant-aspects as to the regulation 

governing research: 

"Accoading to the Law of UnLvenatitiea (3) and 

CouncLZ decL4Lond, tezeanch pnojectA, dhouwd 

be ba. 4ed on; 

a) Lectutena, Lndi0idaa. Uy, and In4. t tu. tea 

oa o. Chen bodLe4, mudt pnepane nedeaach 

pnognamme4 yean. 2y. 

b) ptLo/t ty a4ea4 4houtd be defined even 

£S they ane momentatity out o6 the immediate 

need oj teaching actLvLtLea. 

(3) Ley de Univen4Ldades 
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c) pnebenab. Zy %ezeatch bhouZd be in gnoupa, 

because genera ey 4peaking its impact wLU 

he ban broaden and a betten use nedounces 

witZ be neaZiz ed; 

d) the Faau. Uy-CouncLts must cootdina. te 

nea eanch actLvLtLe. 4 a. t. theLn own . 2eveZ. 

Then the Comision proposed for the Faculty 

a Permanent Comision attached to the 

Faculty Council, to take care of all research 

requirements mentioned, above and any others 

that may correspond later. 

In more direft relation to research in 

history of architecture courses, the document 

in 'General information about the research 

group' section 1.1. Centre for historical arid 

aesthetics research, clarifies the are 

-relationship between the research field, 

teaching and extension. 

"2.2. Research types. 

In genetaL %e. 6 ea&ch being done by C. I. f1. E(*) 

may be de6Lned according to CONICIT ctitexLa, 

as o. Lented to ba4Lc neaeatch, although some 

wo, %kA, U tze thoae ae6eated to conaenvation, 

(*) Cent&e £on N. i. 4IotLcafL and Aezthetic Reseanch 
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ate mote applied neaeaachl' 

These research types do not correspond to 

applied research, but considering the nature 

of history and its possibilities for 

stimulatins research they have been useful 

to history teaching even though not of the 

proposed types of applied research or 

experimental development. 

"2.3. Rech , on with teaching. 

Redearsch done by C. I. H. E. membena had'1: been 

tLgh.. Cy connected to teaching and to 

hZi tonLaL contents peed en. ted by £ec. tuaena 

in -thei, % counded". 

This quotation ratifies what we said 

before about the usefulness of research 

projects in history. 

"2.4. Othena. Extension 

The C. I. H. E. , thnough it z %e4 eanch expect4 

to contnZ6ute to the Fznow. Cedge and 

eo na envatLo noj the cuttunat and hß. 4 toxLcat 

hetLtage of the countxy, £hua aenvLng non 

unLvenaitany ß. n4. tL. tutiona in the couniny 

as wett as abnoad". 
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It is worth of note that in spite of this 

purpose both important and necessary in a 

country whose architectural heritage is 

being destroyed (*), revising the list of 

research done or being done, the simple 

majority of the projects are related to 

foreign countries. 

The list.. collected by than Comisibn in 

1974 is: 

- Research finished 

. Barroque in America 

. Architecture in Colonia Tovar 

Decoration in Andean Architecture 

-Research in progress 

. Inca Architecture 

. Conservation criteria in Latin America 

. Engineer Alberto Lutowski 

. Colonial ornaments on Architecture in 

Mexico 

. Vene aielan contemporany architecture 

-Research in projection 

" Jesuitic missions in Paraguay 

" Aesthetics of chaos 

" Highland architecture in Latin America 

L*) AS had happened in fange scale in Maracaibo with 
hL4to cat anchtitec. tune 

20 



The official handbook of the Centre för 

Historical and Aesthetics Research states, 

concerning 'Orientation': 

.... "it i. b neceaaany jot dtudente £ottowLng 

the dLa cLptine to obtain Fznow. Cedg eoj 

pnactLca. Z appticatLon and edpecia. LLzafion, 

Znxead oj co n4iden-, ng it 1 a6 t ad cu. 2UunaZ 

backgnaund". pp. 3 

"Con4LdetLng hti4Co/%c&Z hnowZedge as basic 

in documenxany nedeanch and ct tLca2 

appnecLat. Lon, hL4tony of ancht. tec. tune 

co una es ... 11 pp. 4 

Research-on history of architecture is then 

considered as a methodology to be used in 

practical application and architectural 

criticism. 

In that document are established justification 

for the C. I. H. E. in relation to the; Fäculty, 

in relation to the past, in relation to 

present, and in relation to the country. 

In article 1 of the Regulations Governing 

the creation of the . C]ýI. H. E., promulgated 

by the University Council of the Central 

University ofIV nezuela, it says: 
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"The Centre ban t1iAto'Lcat aAd Aezthex. i, c 

- Reaeanch Ld a body £undamentaUUy dedtLned 

to the aeaeanch and the Lmpnovemen. t of 

teaching methodb...,. " pp. 16 

In relation with C. I. H. E. objectives this 

function has been fulfilled as far as 

research is concerned. The 'improvement' 

of teaching methods has-taken place more 

a consequence of research-programmes than 

as a planned activity. 

Several research projects done by C. I. H. E. 

have been financed by the Council for 

Scientific and Humanistic Development of the 

University, as the Faculty does not have 

extensive financial resources. 

1.2.4. Coordination; 

The. 'Dbpartment of History of Architecture 

and the Centre for Historical and Aesthetic 

Researchs belong to the Department of 

General Studies within the Faculty, and the 

teaching and research focus of the staff 

(8 lecturers for 2.300 students) are limited 

to history of architecture courses offered 

at the undergraduate level, with the exception 
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of one postgraduate course for the Institute 

of Urbanism of the'Thculty. 

Coordination between history of architecture 

courses and other theoretical subjects or 

project work is not planned, but on occasions 

is realized around a certain problem or 

project being done, or through a group of 

interested persons. There is, nevertheless, 

a general agreement that coordination is 

needed. 

With the acceptance, within the near future, 

of the so called Teaching Units (*), proposed 

for this year (1975) coordination would occur, 

Ior better still integration in teaching, with 

a history lecturer within each Unit, as well 

as of other theoretical subjects. Most of 

the history of architecture lecturers are 

doubtful about the possibilities of integration 

of history, because 12 Units are being formed 

and there are only 8 history lecturers. 

There is a shortage of specialized lecturers. 

Besides there is as well a problem of 

diversification, because at present each 

lecturer guide his courses according to his 

(*) UnLdad Docen#e. A 4e2i duppoxtLng teaching unit jot 200 

e-tudent4. 
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interest and some of them have alNqays been 

doing the same period or civilization or 

subject. It will be difficult for them to 

be able to give the kind of help needed in 

each Unit to cover all kinds of projects at 

different levels. 

1.2.5. Elective course; 

On point 1.2,2. above, we mentioned that 

now 10 courses are being offered, although 

in some documents 16 are listed, of which 

3 are compulsory: 

Introduction to Theory of Architecture 

History of Modern Architecture I 

- History of Modern Architecture II; 

and seven are electives: 

History of world architecture 

- History of Pre-Columbus architecture 

History of American (Latin) architecture 

-LV'enesulan contemporary architecture 

- Conservation of ancient monuments 

- Art and architecture 

- Barroque influences in Latin America 

In the document 'History Department. Centre 

for Historical and Aesthetic Research' the 

24 



relationship between compulsory and elective 

courses are defined;.... 

"History o6 Modern Anch. i.. tectune ahatt be 

comptemen. ted w. c',. ih counaea on NL4. oty 06 

Woi d AnchLtectuae, hLd. tony of American 

Anchitec. tun. e, and current pnobtemd in 

an ahitectute,.... pp. 1 12 

Theme "s etec. ion and aux tiany couna eis (*j 

£ocua muat avoid tLmZted LconognaphLc on 

anchaeo. e. ogLc dchemee, and be oiLented towand4 

authentic Lntene. a. td emengLng Jnom oun 

pneaent 4ocLa. C condLtion. a and out cuttunaL 

and aociaL pnobtemd". pp. 2 

Elective courses are, considered auxiliary, 

and fundamental subjects are considered, to 

be theory of architecture and modern 

architecture, In relation to credit units, 

there is no difference, as each course is 

worth two credit units per semester. 

Each lecturers has complete freedom in the 

running of his cours, whether compulsory or 

elective, and can change content according 

to his interest. 

(*) the undettinting £a mine. UNIVERSITY 
OF YORK 
LI©RARY 
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1.2,6. Post-Graduate; 

In point 1.2,4,, above, we mentioned that 

the history department offers a post-graduate 

course in the Institute of Urbanism. 

"Subject 4.2. HLd. tan y and C, %itic oJ UnbanLam 

Vocumentany and cnitZcaL ana. ey6L4 of mo4. t 

4Zgniiican. td ztagea the p oceaa of unbanLzation, 

tetaito/Lat onganLzct ion, with 6peciat attention 

the potLtZca. 2-economic mechanLam, whoae 

na. ioncttity dependa in £ast nedont to the 

d-. ac&imLna. tony . apace oS a tLpLc modenn 

city". pp. 15 

The course defined in that way is within the 

subject area of 'Physical Planning and Urban 

Design' of the above mentioned post-graduate 

studies. 

During 1974, the history department introduced, 

to the'Faculty Council, a 'Program for a 

Post-Grade Course on History of Architecture 

and Urbanism' to begin in 1975, It is a 

Master's'Degree course of two years, with 

lecturers from Venezuela and abroad. 

"The academic pnognam of KLs. tony o6 Anchitec. tune 

w-LUU have as objectives, teaching and £un. then 
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education of paoje44ionaLa in if Stony of 

Anchitectate, Wh a great emphasiz on 

aachLtec. tune and unbanZ4m tin-Latin Ameni. ca.. 

Con4Lde. Lng the tack os zpecia ized 

tectunena in HL, a. tony oj Anchitectune oj 

Latin Ameni. ca, the counae w-UL punsue the 

pnepaica-tLo noj £ectunend jot the unLven4Lt y 

ýý ý. ýeveQ: '. 

The course shall include, 4 semesters, 

courses based on conferences, seminars, 

and 'a thesis, with a special importance 

given to historical research and methodology. 

Entrance will be limited to about 15 

professionals with selection criteria. 

1.3. University of Zulia. 

History of architecture courses in the3F, hculty, 

then a School of thelFäculty of Engineering, 

were virtually started at the same time, although 

as they were placed in the second and third year, 

they actually started somewhat later. 

1.3.1. Data retrieved: 

In this case it has been possible to obtain 

a good deal of documents and retrieve 
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r 

information from all the present lecturers 

through interviews and questionnaries. The 

information may be considered as comprehensive. 

All documents are listed in the bibliograhy. 

It must be noted, the lack of history 

programms from 1963 to 1965. The information 

was provided by ex-students now lecturers 

of those same courses. 

All the lecturers from 1965 on have been 

interviewed, and the information from earlier 

lecturers -was- obtained indirectly. 

1.3.2. Course Ubication: ' 

Course ubication has been discussed more 

than one, to decide if the course are correctly 

placed-and contribute to the education of 

architectural students. They are placed in 

the third and fourth years, or from the 

fifth to the eighth semesters, following the 

system now in use. 

In 1962, in a document published after the 

first semester, the new ubication was 

commented on as being an improvement over 

the former postiion. 

0 
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From that moment on the courses called 

History of Architecture I and History of 

Architecture II have remained in the third 

and fourth year, respectively, and the 

objectives, methods and contents of the 

courses have been changing as we shall in 

following chapters. 

Since 1967 'in the Socio-Humanistic 

Department (4) where the courses fall within 

the Faculty, discussions have been going on 

as the organization, the convenience or 

inconvenience of their ubication, and whether 

they should be expanded or not. 

1.3.3. Research: 

Only mild attempts to do some research have 

been made in the history of architecture, 

and there are no researchers among the staff. 

Considering the number of courses -two- and 

in spite of students numbers, the 4 lecturers 

could do some research and if they were not 

given other non-related responsibilities 

with a good program. 

In none of the documents considered 'basic' 

by the Faculty, is the need for research in 

(4) AUU subjectz ate gnouped on . thnee depan-tment4. Socio- 
Hamantiefii. c; Technotogicat, and CneatLve. 
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history of architecture mentioned or 

suggested. On the contrary, when the 

Faculty has been invited to present a 

position or assume responsability in matters 

of public interest it has always refused 

to do so as happened with the restauration 

of Maracaibo's CathedraI. which is being 

done badly or when most. of the city's 

authentic histörical architecture was 

destroyed for the sake of 'modern 

developments'. 

In history of architecture II programmes 

in the last year research about some urban 

problem is mentioned as a teaching experience 

and a basis for practical work. 

1.3.4. Coordination: 

There exists a clear coordination between 

courses of History of Architecture I and II, 

through programmes and at times the 

lecturers work as a, team. 

This coordination is not so clearly seen in 

connection with other subjects within the 

department or with other departments. Each 

subject follows and independent line of 
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teaching, Only in Social sciences in the 

second year, has it been possible to 

introduce concepts about urban development 

and the use of methodologies that are 

similar. 

It is obvious that a better coordination 

is needed with project work, construction, 

structures, sociology, ecology and planning, 

and changing current programmes. 

1.3.5. Elective Courses: 

Many time the need for elective courses has 

been mentioned and established in writing, 

but they have practically never existed 

until now, the same is truth of History of 

Architecture when the two existing courses 

are compulsory, 

History of architecture is one of the 

subjects that, considering its broad scope, 

multiplicity of phocuses possibles, and wide 

variety of objectives and contents, is best 

suited to elective courses to allow for 

student choice and stimulation. 

Elective course objectives could be during 

the first years; introducturs, orientation 
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and promotion; towards the middle years 

concepts consolidation, working methods, 

and critical analysis, and during the 

last years, diversification, or even 

specialization. 

Contents may vary from general and cultural 

background, to social, political, economic, 

or to artistic, scientific and technological, 

as well as include thems, or periods, or 

civilizations. 

This value in credit units, if the fashion 

goes on, may vary according to their 

importance, and the time devoted. 

1.4. University of Los Andes. 

Architectural studies started in the University of 

Los Andes, as in the Central University of Venezuela 

and the University of Zulia, within the Faculty of 

Engineering, in this case in 1961. The School was 

formed in 1962, becoming a Faculty in 1970. 

History of architecture courses have always been 

a part of the studies, and like in the other 

Faculties they have changed through the years, 

gaining in strenght. 
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1.4.1. Data retrieved; 

As it happened with the Central University 

of Venezuela in this case if has been 

difficult to obtain information about the 

first years, but a good deal form the last 

years, was available specially since 1971. 

General information about the Faculty is 

generous, as can be seen on the b±Uliograhy. 

Lecturers provided important information 

through interviews and the questionnaire. 

The information may be considered enough 

to judge the present situation -1971 to 

1974- of history of architecture teaching, 

but poor from 1961 to 1971. Fortunately, 

some lecturers had been there since 1962. 

1.4.2. Course ubication: 

History of architecture courses are offered 

from'L the first to the fourth years, with 

relative flexibility allowed by elective 

courses. 

Since 1973, the University of Los Andes has 

had General Studies for the first four 

semesters, The first two are general for all 
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students, and the third and fourth are 

diversified (5) 

In general studies, known as well as the 

basic cycle, starting in second semester, 

three history courses are given, all three 

compulsory: 

- History IA (Introduction to the history 

of architecture) 

- History IB (History of Modern architecture) 

- History IC (Theory of contemporary 

architecture) 

In the professional cycle -the fifth to tenth 

semesters - nine course are offered: 

-- History of1Rbnaissance architecture 

- History of Colonial architecture in Latin 

America, both compulsory, and: 

- Theory of Architecture IA 

- Theory of Architecture IB, 

one of which is compulsory 

History of Urban Architecture 

- History of Landscape Architecture 

(5) Genetat Studies ate a set oj bazic aub j ec. couna e4 given 
to aft itizot yea& and second yeana student os the UnLven4Lty 
in an esjon2 to bii_ ng down costa, because oý Lncnea4Ang 

students popuFations. 
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- History of Architecture and Engineering 

in Venezuela. 

History of North-American Architecture 

- Conservation 

of there five courses, two are compulsory. 

This means that in the professional cycle, 

five courses must be taken, practically 

one each semester because the tenth 

semester is completely destined to a final 

project or thesis. 

There are pre-requisites with the courses 

of general studies, which related the first, 

four listed. 

1.4.3. Research: 

Within the Faculty there is a research 

centre, forme in 1970, with five sections, 

one of which is the Section for Historical 

Research. In 1973 jointly with other re- 

organization proposals, it was suggested 

that the Centre could be transformed into 

an Institute (6) 

(6) within Venezueta'd Univen4Lty b#nuc. tune an in4titwte 
L4 mope Ampon. tant than a Cent&e. 
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The reasons for that change, among others, 

in the respective document (7(, are: 

"a) The Facutty oj AnchLtectune, until now, 

Ls 4tauc#uned to eoLve only one. 'type of 

pnobLema: pnobLems o6 graphic de4Lgn, and 

. i. ndu. 6txiaL deaJgn (very Lit. tLe thZ4 Lagt 

type), pro bZema oj Anchi#ectune, and pro bLem4 

o6 p. Canning. Theaea we catt probLema of 

de4Lgn4". 

ý'..... ti is then neceaaauy, to do aeseanch 

to know situations (that we suppose to be 

hzgh. Cy 4y4 tematLc) . ThL4 we Gatt 'ao. 2üe 

nea eanch pno btema' . pp. 4 

Continuing, in the same document, under 

conclusions.... 

"The Centne does not nectUze, sya. tematZcatty, 

nea eanch that may be appt ed to teaching 

de4Lgn, 

Not, däes the pneaen. t atnuc&une of the 

School attow jot it". pp. 5 

Observing the list of research done on planning 

(7) Notes Jon a tepoxt to de. CLven Jon the Pno f ect Jon the 

Rea eanch Institute oj the Pacutty oj Anchi. tectune oj the 
UnZvena1. ty o6 Los Andes. Octobers 1973. 
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we must agree that allof them seem useful 

for teaching purposes. 

Proposed objective for the new Institute are: 

".... to heap teaching, attow-Lng jot a tLahen 

teaching pq gtam with expeiLences obtained 

in the I I4st tuCe, pnepayLng educatLonaZ 

ma. teiZata and teaching . dtai j, oben . ing 

studen. ta . owandb ne4 eanch (*) 

Second, do ned eanch dLnectt y Mated to 

pnobLems concenned with de4Zgn jot the 

Latin Ameti. can envL'. onmen. dunden-developed; 

countKe4 ) 

ThAd, contni. bute to nedeanch aimed at 

4o. 2vLng aegLonaZ pnob1emd". pp. 5-6 

It would seem that 'to prepare teaching 

staff' is not properly a task for a research 

institute, nor does seem the orientation of 

students towards research at undergraduate 

level, to be an important purpose, depending 

on what emphasis is given to the concept 

'orientate'. Accepting that it is possible 

and even useful that the undergraduate 

students take part in research programmes, 

(*) unden2LniLng Ls mine. 
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and partially, that it is important for 

them to learn about research methodology, 

we believe that students in Venezuela are 

not mature enough for research at that 

level. 

The Historical Research Section, of the 

existing Centre, has a research project in 

progress about 'migrant people on non 

regulated settlements in Merida', that has 

changed considerably in its orientation 

during the last year or so, Likewise, 

through history of architecture courses 

practical work and some recordings and 

studies of small towns around M6rida have 

been succesffully made. 

This kindoof work is defined in 'Regulations 

for Collateral Work. )Department of Historic 

and Humanistic Disciplines', in the following 

terms: 

"To de4Lne thnough exact aeconding,. the 

wont being 4tudLed..... 

S. tudent4 dha2i necond on A evenat vi4it4, 

pnoducLng a gnaphLc anaty4L4 . htough 

dkexchea, about monpho! ogLca2 and 

can. 6tnucttana2 aspec. td, and in gene-tat any 
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etemen. t uaeju. e to pnoduce a weZZ 1LnL4hed 

study, and a clean undeutandLng of the 

. subject, 

As a complement, exhaustive, hZ4to, % ca. C 

documentany %eseatch must be pheaented 

with; an2Lcte4, opLnLon. 4, cz. tLca, o. 2d 

pZctunea, de4Lgn4, photognaph4, etc" pp. 2-3 

Research by a team of history and project 

lecturers on Venezuelan architecture from 

1945 onwards is now in progress, with the 

purpose of defining a theory of Venezuelan 

architecture. 

1.4.4. Coordination: 

History of architecture courses belong to 

the Department of History of the Faculty, 

and the department gives courses to the 

University as a whole in general studies. 

History of architecture lecturers, besides 

giving history courses, are studio tutors 

working in teams with other lecturers, and 

contributing the historical context for 

every project. Historical methodology and 

critical analysis are constantly present in 

project work. 
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In studying the courses offered it is easy 

to see that there is a certain relationship 

between contents and projects work, in most 

of them deal with modern and Venezuelan 

architecture. The only exceptions are the 

'introduction' at the general studies level, 

and 'renaissance architecture' which is 

useful as background information and for 

analysis and critical methodology. 

1.4.5, Elective courses; 

As we have already seen in point 1.4.2. 

'courses ubication', during the professional 

cycle, the'-fifth to the tenth semesters, 

there are 7 elective courses of which the 

student must take at least three. Other 

than Theory of Architecture I and II, that 

are compulsory, there is a certain freedom 

and orientation for students as may be 

seen in-: the list presented in point 1.4.2. 

mentioned above. 

Elective courses (some of them began on 1974 

as seminars), contribute to complement 

compulsory courses and to give new or 

different orientations for studies and 

research, as well as motivation. 
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1.5. Summary. 

In all threeTFaculties of Architecture considered 

in this work, history of architecture course have 

existed since architectural studies were established 

although they have changed in objectives, content 

and importance, especially form 1968 onwards. 

In the Faculty of Architecture of the University 

of Zulia courses are placed on the'third and fourth 

years for the time being (*), and in the other two 

Faculties, from the first to the fourth years. 

Research in farily_developed in the Central 

University of Venezuela, Caracas, at the lecturers 

level; there is little development in the University 

of Los Andes, Merida; and practically non existing 

in the University of Zulia, Maracaibo. 

Coordination of history of architecture courses 

with other subjects and project work is not 

programmed or established through objectives and 

contents. In the case of U. L. A. (**) a certain 

coordination is achieved with history lecturers 

acting as studio tutors. In the U. C. V. (*) there 

(*) Tgis wLUU change with the new cuivtZcu. eum on 1975. 

, 
(**)unLven4Ldad de £o4 Ande4. Univen4Lty of Loa Ande4. 
(*)Univeh4Ldad Centnat de Venezueta. Cenbnat. Untive. 4Lty of 

Venezueta. 
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is no coordination, but some is expected as a 

consequence of the teaching units starting this 

year. In L. U. Z. (*: ) 

within the Soci-Huma: 

In U. C. V, and U. L. A. 

offered are elective 

no elective courses, 

during 1975. 

there is only coordination 

zistic department. 

over 50% of the courses 

courses, In LU. Z. there are 

They shall probably began 

There is no post-grade program, in history of 

architecture in Venezuela, but the U. C. V. hopes 

to start with a Master'sJDlgree course during 

1975. 

1.6. Conclusions. 

History of architecture courses, that have always 

existed within architectural studies in Venezuela, 

will probably continue to exist, because even when 

their importance, contents, objectives and usefulness 

have been discussed, never has their elimination been 

suggested. 

During this research work it has been difficult to 

get all the information required, especially about 

old programmes, and due to the lack of lecturer 

(**)Un. ven4Ldad del ZuZia. Univen4Lty oý ZuZia. 
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response to the questionnaire. Good detailed 

information is available for thellatt four years. 

Courses ubication seems more appropriate from the 

first to the fourth years (as in U. C. V. and U. L. A. ) 

then later on (like L. U. Z. ) when awareness and 

knowledge about modern architecture arrive too late 

for the sutdents have an opportunity to apply them. 

Research must be basic to teaching and one of the 

main reasons for the existence of history of 

architecture courses. It must be increased and 

related to have teaching objectives of the 

Faculty, to the courses and to history subjects 

and contents. Research programmes on history of 

architecture must stress the importance of studying 

buildings and areas of historic value, within 

Venezuela and to propose and promote their 

conservation, without neglecting subjects about 

other architectures within the line of western 

civilizations. 

It is necessary to establish a better coordination 

between history of architecture, other disciplines 

and project work. At present itiis pract:. cally 

non-existent with the exception of U. L. A., where 

there is some coordination through lecturers mainly. 

The purpose of this coordination is to make 
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