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Abstract

This case study of the production and use of books in Yorkshire in the late fifteenth and
early sixteenth centuries has two main aims. The first aim is to investigate the relationship
between book production and book ownership in Yorkshire during the late fifteenth and
early sixteenth centuries. Unlike the methodology of this thesis, previous studies have
usually studied the book trade and the market for books separately. By focusing on both
book production and use, this study shows that it is not usually possible to argue from the
evidence of one to the other. In order to comprehend both book trade networks and the
reading public they served, it is necessary to investigate them together.

The second aim of this thesis is to investigate how the book trade was affected by
soclo-economic and religious changes, in particular, the early years of the Reformation and
the new technology of print. Using the evidence of the franchise register of York and guild
ordinances and other sources, I show that speculative book production in York became
more important after the advent of print. As a result of the self-protecting activities of the
London booksellers and printers, however, by the mid-sixteenth century the York book
trade was predominantly a service industry. Some previous studies have argued that major
changes also took place 1n levels of literacy and methods of reading during this period. Yet
the evidence of Yorkshire wills and inventories indicates that the early religious reforms
and the advent of print did not affect the ownership of books to any significant extent. A
straight-forward contrast between manuscript culture and print culture 1s therefore too
simplistic and we must consider the variety of ways in which books were acquired and

used.
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Introduction

There has been a tendency for studies of manuscript books to be undertaken separately
from those on early printing, and for discussions of the book trade to focus on
biographical information rather than the market for books.' This thesis will explore the

relationship between the production of and the demand for books in Yorkshire during
the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. An inception date of around 1450 has
been chosen in order to investigate the characteristics of the manuscript trade in books
before Caxton set up the first English press in 1476 and before books printed on the
Continent were first imported into England.” Those most prominent in the production
of manuscript books were the scribes, illuminators, parchment makers and bookbinders.
The manuscript trade was mainly bespoke, but there are also indications of a
speculative sale of books, for example, second-hand texts. The nature of the book trade
in Yorkshire, as I shall show, was changed by the advent of print. Although the
beginnings of a speculative trade can be seen during the manuscript era, this type of
trade dominated the printed book market. The trade in printed books was mainly 1n the
hands of the printers, stationers and bookbinders who had trading links with London
and the Continent, particulary northern France and the Low Countries.

The terminus of this thesis 1s the mid-sixteenth century. The year 1557, during

which the London Stationers’ Company was incorporated, has otten been used as the

end or inception point of studies of book production as it 1s said to signal the end of

]
i e

'See, for example, E. Gordon Duff, A Century of the English Book Trade (London,
1948); John B. Friedman, Northern English Books, Owners and Makers in the Later
Middle Ages (New York, 1995); this will be discussed more fully on pp. 13-14.

°’N.F. Blake, Caxton: England’s First Publisher (London, 1976), pp. 33-4; Lotte
Hellinga, Caxton in Focus: The Beginning of Printing in England (London, 1982), p.
54.
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provincial printing.” However, as I shall discuss, the York printing trade had already
ceased before 1557; the last printed book known to have been produced in York during
the sixteenth century is dated 1532. This study finishes in the mid-sixteenth century so
that it can include an investigation of the characteristics of the trade after printing 1n
York had ended. Between 1530 and 1550, the Yorkshire book trade was essentially a
service industry which relied primarily on the importation of printed books from
L.ondon and abroad.

In contrast with the changing nature of the book trade between c. 1450 and c.
1550, the patterns of book ownership and reading remained fairly constant. Both
before and after the advent of print, as I shall argue, the manuscript trade catered

primarily for a clerical, aristocratic and, to a lesser extent, mercantile readership.
Moreover, the evidence of book ownership gives an impression of continuity, even
conservatism, despite the religious changes that were occurring during this period.
Although the termination of this study in the mid-sixteenth century means that the
changes under Edward VI, Mary and Elizabeth will not be discussed, I analyse the
significance for the book trade of the printing of the English Bible, the dissolution of
the monasteries and the publication of the new prayer-books. By comparing book
production and book ownership, I aim to show that these two aspects of the book trade

are, in some respects, separate, and that we cannot argue from the evidence of one to

the other.

E. Gordon Duff, The English Provincial Printers, Stationers and Bookbinders to 1557
(Cambridge, 1912); Duff, Century; H.S. Bennett, English Books and Readers 1475 to
1557, 2nd edn (Cambridge, 1969); H.S. Bennett, English Books and Readers 1558 to

1603 (Cambridge, 1965); see also Lotte Hellinga and J.B. Trapp (eds.), The Cambridge
History of the Book in Britain, 1400-1557 (Cambridge, forthcoming).



1. Recent Scholarship

1. Technology

The 1mpact of print on European society became a hotly-debated topic in the 1970s. A
wide variety of changes were attributed to the invention of the printing press, many of
which have since been modified. The most comprehensive survey of the improvements
In the dissemination, standardisation and preservation of texts, the advances in

scientific knowledge and the spread of Reformation thought and humanism is the two-

4

volume work of Elizabeth Eisenstein.” The role of the printed book as a force for

change had already been advocated by Lucien Febvre and Henri-Jean Martin, and
H.D.L. Vervliet.” The claims made by Eisenstein and others for the revolutionary
impact of print have been criticised for exaggerating the contrast between manuscript
culture and print culture.® These criticisms are similar to those made of studies which
describe the changes brought about by a transition from orality to literacy. The
consequences of the acquisition of literacy were first expounded by Jack Goody and Ian
Watt. They argued that members of literate societies had superior logical and scientific
mentalities and had more highly developed bureaucratic systems than those who were

7

non-literate.” These 1deas were developed by Walter J. Ong, who has also described

fundamental changes caused by the ability to read and write on thought and on social

*Elizabeth Eisenstein, The Printing Press as an Agent of Change (Cambridge, 1979).

Lucien Febvre and Henri-Jean Martin, The Coming of the Book: The Impact of
Printing 1450-1800 (London, 1976); H.D.L. Vervliet, ‘Gutenberg or Diderot? Printing
as a factor in World History’, Quaerendo 8 (1978-9): 3-28.

°Michael Hunter, ‘The Impact of Print’, The Book Collector 28 (1979): 335-52;

Anthony T. Grafton, “The Importance of Being Printed’, Journal of Interdisciplinary
History 11 (1980-1): 265-86.

'Jack Goody and Ian Watt, ‘The Consequences of Literacy’ in Jack Goody (ed.),

Literacy in Traditional Societies (Cambridge, 1968), pp. 27-68; Jack Goody, The
Domestication of the Savage Mind (Cambridge, 1977).
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8

and economic structures.” These theories are now generally dismissed in favour ot an

‘1deological’ rather than ‘autonomous’ model, in which literacy is seen more as a tool
which can be used in different ways by different societies.” It is argued that the
changes described by Goody are not a product of the nature of writing itself, but instead
depend on the manner in which writing is used.'” These revisionist studies have helped
to dispel the evolutionist fallacy that literacy is ‘better’ than orality and that societies
will strive towards it. The study of the effects of printing by Eisenstein can also be
charged with ‘technological determinism’. Eisenstein’s discussion of the ways 1n
which print stimulated the development of logical and scientific thought 1s similar to
Goody 1n approach.

Many ot the eftects which have been attributed to the advent of print, in particular
the role of the printing press in advancing scientific and logical thought, are beyond the
scope of this thesis. However, this study will put to the test some of the theories
concerning the impact of printing on the organisation of the book trade and methods ot
reading. It has been argued, for example, that the transition from manuscript to print
was a change from the bespoke production of books, in which books were produced to
order, to the speculative supply of texts which enabled the diffusion of a greater number
of texts to a wider audience.'' The press is also said to have changed the nature of

reading. It is held that, during the Middle Ages, books were scarce and expensive.

Medieval readers therefore only had small libraries, which they read repeatedly. The

*Walter J. Ong, Orality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the Word (London and
New York, 1982).

"Brian V. Street, Literacy in Theory and Practice (Cambridge, 1984); William V.

Harris, Ancient Literacy (Cambridge, Mass. and London, 1989), p. 41; John Halverson,
‘Goody and the Implosion of the Literacy Thesis’, Man 27 (1992): 301-17.

'“An example of the ideological model is M.T. Clanchy, From Memory to Written
Record: England 1066-1307 (Oxtord, 1979).

''Vervliet, ‘Gutenberg or Diderot?’, p. 18; Febvre and Martin, Coming of the Book, p.
252.
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provision of a greater number of cheaper texts by the printing presses, however,
enabled readers to accumulate large libraries of a greater variety of books. Reading
was therefore, it has been suggested, no longer confined to a few select texts and
became ‘extensive’ rather than ‘intensive’.'® As we shall see from the case-study of
Yorkshire, however, these theories are too general and sweeping. Not only 1s there
evidence, as I have already said, of the speculative sale of books before the advent of

print but, furthermore, the size of private libraries does not seem to have increased a

great deal 1n the sixteenth century.

11. Reformation

The view that print freed the laity from the ‘shackles’ of illiteracy has often been
related to the religious reforms of the sixteenth century. Protestantism, it has been
argued, provided the motive for literacy in the shape of the vernacular Bible and print
supplied the means, as thousands of cheap printed books poured from the presses.
Protestantism 1s often seen as ‘the religion of the book’."> Tt is asserted that the
promotion of the English Bible during the Reformation encouraged the laity to learn to
read in order to gain first-hand access to the Scriptures.'* No longer were laymen and
women forced to rely on the interpretations of the Scriptures expounded to them by the

clergy. Imogen Luxton, for example, contrasts the Protestant emphasis on direct access

to the Scriptures for all, with the °‘religious ignorance’ of the laity in the pre-

'“Eisenstein, Printing Press, 1: 72.

'3R.A. Houston, ‘Literacy’ in Hans J. Hillerbrand (ed.), The Oxford Encyclopaedia of
the Reformation (New York and Oxtord, 1996), 2: 429-34; Lawrence Stone, ‘Literacy
and Education in England, 1640-1900°, Past and Present 42 (1969): 76; Christopher
Haigh, Reformation and Resistance in Tudor Lancashire (Cambridge, 1975), p. 114:
‘Protestantism was a Bible-reading religion in a way that Catholicism had never been.’

'“See, for example, Bennett, English Books and Readers 1475 to 1557, p. 26.
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Reformation period.”” Through a study of book ownership, particularly Bibles, and the
Increasing interest in education taken by the laity, Luxton defines the change in
provincial culture in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries as a shift in emphasis from the
images and ritual of the late Middle Ages, to the printed word.'® The same conclusions
have been drawn by Francois Furet and Jacques Ozouf, who describe the Middle Ages

as a time of restricted literacy because the laity were only allowed access to the Bible

7

through the interpretations and preaching of the clergy.!’” It is argued that the

Retormation and print did not effect a sudden and complete change, but they did initiate

‘a period 1n our history during which the whole of society made its entry into written

culture.’!®

These studies which advocate the revolutionary impact of print and the
Retormation on literacy and reading have received criticism from scholars who view
the Retormation according to different models. The historiography of the Reformation
is complicated and has been outlined in a number of studies.'” The theory that the
emphasis on Bible-reading stimulated an improvement 1n lay literacy owes much to an
interpretation of the Reformation which narrates the development from ‘medieval’

Catholicism to ‘modern’ Protestantism. The foundational study of this kind was The

“Imogen Luxton, ‘The Reformation and Popular Culture’, in Felicity Heal and
Rosemary O’Day (eds.), Church and Society in England: Henry VIII to James I
(London, 1977), p. 68.

"“Tbid., p. 77.

'"Francois Furet and Jacques Ozouf, Reading and Writing: Literacy in France from
Calvin to Jules Ferry (Cambridge, 1982), pp. 305-8.

"*Ibid., p. 308.

'”See for example, Rosemany O’Day, The Debate on the English Reformation (London
and New York, 1986); Christopher Haigh, ‘“The Recent Historiography of the English
Reformation’, in Christopher Haigh (ed.), The English Reformation Revised
(Cambridge, 1987), pp. 19-33; Peter Marshall, ‘Introduction’, in Peter Marshall (ed.),
The Impact of the English Reformation 1500-1640 (London and New York, 1997), pp.
1-11; Patrick Collinson, "The English Reformation, 1945-1995’, in Michael Bentley
(ed.), Companion to Historiography (London and New York, 1997), pp. 336-60.
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English Reformation by A.G. Dickens, which focused on the appeal of Protestantism to
the laity.” Dickens argued that the Reformation was a movement ‘from below’.”' The
arguments of Dickens are supported by the work of Claire Cross, who interprets the
Reformation as ‘the triumph of the laity’.** She argues that the reforming ideals of the
new religion had a strong appeal to the merchants, craftworkers and peasants, and
quickly gained popularity. These studies prompted more research on the spread of
Protestantism, such as that of J.J. Scarisbrick, Christopher Haigh and, most recently,
Eamon Duftty, which started from an alternative perspective and argued that the laity’s
reception of Protestantism could vary between different areas of England.23
Scarisbrick, for example, highlighted the laity’s strong commitment and enthusiasm for
late-medieval religion, and Haigh’s case-study of Lancashire has demonstrated that the
religious reforms encountered much resistance in that region.

Another criticism which can be made of studies which emphasise the impact of
the Reformation and print on reading and book ownership is that they are a product of
periodisation. The English Reformation and the invention of the printing press
occurred at the time in which the ‘Middle Ages’, so-called, become the ‘early modern’
age. Traditionally, historical and literary studies have defined and delimited the two
periods through sets of dichotomies. According to the Marxist model, medieval

England is feudal whereas early modern England is capitalist or at least proto-

“YA.G. Dickens, The English Reformation (New York, 1964).
“'Haigh, ‘Recent Historiography’, p. 21.
*’Claire Cross, Church and People 1450-1600 (London, 1976).

31.J. Scarisbrick, The Reformation and the English People (Oxford, 1984); Haigh,

Reformation and Resistance; Christopher Haigh, English Reformations: Religion,

Politics and Society under the Tudors (Oxford, 1993); Eamon Duffy, The Stripping of
the Altars (New Haven and London, 1992).
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capitalist.”* The medieval period 1s also characterised by Catholicism, restricted
literacy and the manuscript book. In the early modern age, however, it is assumed that
literacy has been ‘democratised’ through Protestantism and print. These impressions
are reinforced by the tendency of studies to stop at the end of the Middle Ages and
begin at the start of the early modern period.” The exaggerated contrast between the
medieval and early modern periods has been challenged by a number of scholars in
different disciplines.”® This study, by focusing on the interface between the ‘medieval’

and ‘early modern’ periods, and analysing both the changes and continuities in book

production and reading over the period, aims to avoid these pitfalls.

11i. Literacy

The theories of progress advocated by scholars who discuss the effects of print and the
Reformation have not found clear support in studies which have focused on the
evidence of literacy. Some medievalists stress the importance of the rising literacy of
the laity in preparing the way for print. According to H.S. Bennett, for example, ‘a

reading public ... had been created, mainly during the fifteenth century, and the

24Rodney Hilton (ed.), The Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism (London, 1976);
Christopher Dyer, “Were there any Capitalists in Fifteenth-Century England?’ in
Jennifer Kermode (ed.), Enterprise and Individuals in Fifteenth-Century England

(Stroud, 1991), pp. 1-24.

“Examples include: S.H. Cavanaugh, ‘A Study of Books Privately Owned in England:
1300-1450° (PhD diss., University of Pennsylvania, 1980); J.T. Rosenthal, ‘Aristocratic
Cultural Patronage and Book Bequests: 1350-1500°, Bulletin of the John Rylands
University Library 64 (1981-2): 522-48; Jeremy Gritfiths and Derek Pearsall (eds.),
Book Production and Publishing in Britain 1375-1475 (Cambridge, 1989); David
Cressy, Literacy and the Social Order: Reading and Writing in Tudor and Stuart

England (Cambridge, 1980).

*°Examples include Alan Macfarlane, The Origins of English Individualism: the
Family, Property and Social Transition (Oxford, 1978); Lee Patterson, ‘On the Margin:
Postmodernism, Ironic History and Medieval Studies’, Speculum 65 (1990): 87-108;
Judith M. Bennett, ‘Medieval Women, Modern Women: Across the Great Divide’, in
David Aers (ed.), Culture ana History 1350-1600 (Hemel Hempstead, 1992), pp. 147-
735.



9

027

conditions were ripe for the coming of printing.’”" This claim arises principally from

Bennett’s estimation that around 6000 books containing English texts were published

before the mid-sixteenth century, which he interpreted as direct evidence of the

8

existence of a substantial lay reading public.”® More recently, M.T. Clanchy has

investigated the growth of skills in reading and writing amongst the lay population of
England between 1066 and 1307 in the context of the increasing bureaucracy of the

royal government. He asserts that as early as the beginning of the fourteenth century

knowledge of Latin may have been sufficiently widespread among the laity to include

29

peasants.”” Likewise, Jo Ann Hoeppner Moran, in her study of lay involvement in

schooling, suggests that not only did skills in reading and writing become more

extensive throughout the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, but that evidence of

30

literacy can be found at all social levels.” In support of this thesis, she refers to the

distribution of written notices, posted bills, the painting of passages of the Scriptures on

the walls of churches, the reading of the vernacular Bible and the spread of Lollardy

1

among ‘the most humble classes’.”’ As we shall see in this thesis, pragmatic

considerations, such as the need to deal with financial and legal documents, were

important in the development of literacy.”” However, evidence of levels of literacy

*’Bennett, English Books and Readers 1475 to 1557, pp. 9-10.
*Ibid., p. 20.

“M.T. Clanchy, From Memory to Written Record: England 1066-1307, 2nd edn
(Oxford, 1994), p. 237.

**Jo Ann Hoeppner Moran, The Growth of English Schooling, 1340-1548: Learning,
Literacy and Laicization in Pre-Reformation York Diocese (Princeton, 1985), p. 172.

*bid., pp. 172-4. See also M.B. Parkes, ‘The Literacy of the Laity’, in Scribes, Scripts

and Readers: Studies in the Communication, Presentation and Dissemination of
Medieval Texts (London and Ohio, 1991), pp. 275-97.

32Gee also, Richard Britnell (ed.), Pragmatic Literacy, East and West 1200-1330
(Woodbridge, 1997).



10

during this period is ambiguous and difficult to interpret, and therefore we cannot say

with confidence that literacy was steadily progressing.

Support for this view comes from historians who have taken a more pessimistic
stance towards the education and literacy of the laity. The existence of two contrasting
standpoints, one optimistic, the other pessimistic, may owe a great deal to a confusion
about which particular part of society is being discussed. The conclusions of a study of
lay literacy focusing on the aristocratic or courtly milieu will differ considerably trom
research on the reading skills of merchants, artisans or husbandmen. There is also a
difference in the types of sources used. Literacy has been analysed through the
evidence of book ownership in wills and indirect indications of reading, the use ot
signatures or the description of witnesses in court depositions. David Cressy, for
example, who has analysed the literacy of the laity of Tudor and Stuart England by
studying the use of signatures, concludes that: ‘Generally the demand for literature was
sluggish. The incentives and rewards repeatedly publicised by authors and preachers
were not sufficiently strong to break people from their deep-rooted and quite
comfortable illiteracy.,’33 Sylvia L. Thrupp has researched levels of literacy in London
during the period 1467-1476 using depositions of the consistory court.”® The clerk
recorded forty-eight of the 116 male witnesses as literate, which Thrupp interprets as
having the ability to read some Latin. From this evidence that 40% of the witnesses
could understand some Latin, Thrupp argues that it was likely that around 50% could

read English. A more pessimistic conclusion was reached by L.R. Poos in his study of

literacy in rural Essex, likewise based on the descriptions of deponents as literate or

3SCressy, Literacy and the Social Order, p. 13.

34Sylvia L. Thrupp, The Merchant Class of Medieval London 1500-1500 (Ann Arbor,
1962), pp. 156-8.
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335

otherwise 1n late fifteenth-century consistory court records.” The different results

probably retlect differences in the social composition of the two samples. Poos’s
sample included more rural inhabitants than Thrupp’s, which was predominantly
composed of craftworkers. The findings of Poos that all labourers and nearly all
artisans and retailers were illiterate, while 85% of agriculturalists were also described

as ‘1lliteratus’, support Cressy’s pessimistic comments on the growth of English literacy

in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.>°

We can therefore see that there are essentially three different interpretations of
literacy during the period c. 1450-1550: a rapid development as a result of print and the
Reformation; an emphasis on the advances before print; or a pessimistic impression of
literacy compared with the late sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. This case-study of
Yorkshire will assess the evidence of literacy over the late fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries through a statistical analysis of wills and probate inventories (the strengths
and limitations of which I will discuss shortly). I will analyse the different levels of
literacy of different sections of society and will indicate how the education and learning
of the 1inhabitants of the urban centres contrasted with those ot the rural areas. I shall

show that direct evidence of an increased literacy 1s rare, and that we are dependent

instead on 1ndirect indications which need caretul interpretation.

2. L’Histoire du Livre

My decision to research both the production and use of books has been influenced by
the discipline of the ‘history of the book’, or ["histoire du livre, which 1s distinguished

from histories of printing or the book trade by focusing both on the book producers and

L R. Poos, A Rural Society after the Black Death: Essex 1350-1525 (Cambridge,
1991), pp. 286-7.
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their customers and methods of reading.”’ This field of study, which originates 1n the

work of Febvre and Martin, approaches the history of book production and

38

consumption from a sociological perspective.” Its scope is wider than the history of

printing, dealing with the role of the book in society. Although the study of book
production together with book use is not exclusive to and was not pioneered by
I"histoire du livre, this discipline has encouraged more detailed analysis of the wide
range of issues in the history of the book.”” A model for the analysis of book history
has been suggested by Robert Darnton, who describes a ‘communications circuit’

which incorporates the separate stages in the life-span of a book, from the -author’s pen

40

to the reader.™ An alternative model has been suggested by Thomas R. Adams and

Nicholas Barker, who criticise Darnton’s circuit for concentrating on the people who
use or produce the book and not on the book itself.*' In their model of book history, the
different processes in the life-span of the book, that is publication, manufacture,
distribution, reception and survival, are placed in the centre, and the variety of
influences that affect the book, such as commercial pressures, public taste and social

conventions, surround and press inwards on it.

el

**The definition of ‘literatus’ in this context is taken to mean an ability to read English,
with possibly some Latin: Poos, Rural Society, p. 285.

"David D. Hall, ‘The History of the Book: New Questions? New Answers?’, Journal
of Library History 21 (1986): 27-38.

*Wallace Kirsop, ‘Literary History and Book Trade History: the Lessons of
L’Apparition du Livre’, Australian Journal of French Studies 16 (1979): 488-535.

*’Bennet, for example, considers both the publications of the early London and
Westminster printers, as well as their intended customers. The work of Eisenstein also
looks at both printing industries and methods of reading, but she does not refer to

[’histoire du livre.

*Robert Darnton, ‘What is the History of Books?’, Daedalus 111 (1982): 65-83.

*'Thomas R. Adams and Nicholas Barker, ‘A New Model for the Study of the Book’, in
Barker (ed.), Potencie of Life, pp. 5-43.
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I would argue that the model of Adams and Barker is a better representation of
textual history. A model which focuses on people, as that of Darnton does, suggests
that the book stays constant through the course of the life-cycle and it is only those
people who create and use the book who change. But the book itself can and often will
undergo many changes during its life-cycle. Furthermore it is not always, or even
often, possible to separate the ‘actors’ who play a part in the different stages in the life-
cycle of a book. For example, in writing a book, which may go through several drafts,
the author may be influenced to a greater to lesser extent by the suggestions or

comments of his or her employer, publisher or intended audience.** Thus we should
concentrate on the book itself and not the people who create, influence or use it.

My study of the history of the book in Yorkshire follows the discipline of
[’histoire du livre 1n 1ts concern with the whole life-cycle of the book, from production
to reception. This thesis applies the methodology and rationale of [’histoire du livre to
manuscript books as well as just printed books. The most influential studies of
[’histoire du livre, such as those of Febvre and Martin, and Darnton, deal only with
printed books; the discipline has not yet significantly expanded its boundaries to
include the period before print.* Only a few studies of both the production and

* In particular, although some

reception of manuscript books have been undertaken.
investigation has already been made of reading and the ownership of books in York and

its hinterland, these have nearly always been undertaken separately from research on

book artisans or the output of the printing presses. The ownership of books by the

*““Jerome J. McGann, A Critique of Modern Textual Criticism (Chicago and London,
1983).

 Another example is the work of David D. Hall, Culture of Print: Essays in the History
of the Book (Ambherst, 1996).

“*An example is Kate Harris, ‘Patrons, Buyers and Owners: The Evidence of

Ownership and the Role of Book Owners in Book Production and the Book Trade’, in
Griffiths and Pearsall (eds.), Book Production and Publishing, pp. 163-99.
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inhabitants of Yorkshire during the late Middle Ages has been discussed by Moran,

Jonathan Hughes, P.J.P. Goldberg and others.* Biographical information about the

early York printers and descriptions of surviving books produced for the York market
have been presented by Robert Davies, E. Gordon Duff and W.K. Sessions.*® The
rescarch of J.B. Friedman is unusual in its focus on both book ownership and
production in Northern England in the late Middle Ages. His principal concern is,
however, with demonstrating the presence of a thriving provincial production of
illuminated manuscripts, and the areas of book production and ownership are dealt with
separately. Moreover, Friedman is concerned only with manuscript books. There are
consequently many unexplored questions concerning the relationship between the late
fifteenth- and early sixteenth-century reading public and the professional book trade.
How did the book producers respond to the different literary interests and need for
diverse books generated by the different sections of society? Can the development of a
professional trade in books be linked to a growing market for books? In this case study
of late fitteenth- and early sixteenth-century Yorkshire, I analyse the relation between
literacy and the demand for manuscript and printed books, and I also consider other

factors which may have stimulated literacy.

“Moran, Growth, pp. 152-9, 187-213; P. Mackie, ‘Chaplains in the Diocese of York,
1480-1530: the Testamentary Evidence’, Yorkshire Archaeological Journal 58 (1986):
123-33; Jonathan Hughes, Pastors and Visionaries: Religion and Secular Life in Late
Medieval Yorkshire (Woodbridge, 1988); P.J.P. Goldberg, ‘Lay Book Ownership 1n
Late Medieval York: the Evidence of Wills’, The Library, 6th series 16 (1994): 181-9;
Edward L. Meek, ‘Printing and the English Parish Clergy in the Later Middle Ages’,
Transactions of the Cambridge Bibliographical Society 11 (1997): 112-26.

Robert Davies, Memoir of the York Press, 2nd edn (York, 1868, repr. 1988); E.
Gordon Duff, ‘The Printers, Stationers and Bookbinders of York up to 1600’,
Transactions of the Bibliographical Society 5 (1899): 87-107; Duff, English Provincial
Printers; Dutt, Century; Willilam K. and Margaret Sessions, Printing in York from the

1490s to the Present Day (York, 1976); William K. Sessions, Les Deux Pierres: Rouen,
Edinburgh, York (York, 1982).
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T'he focus of this thesis on a particular community is also influenced by I’histoire
du livre. The use of case studies as a means of constructing a comprehensive history of
the book 1s advocated by the socio-economic scholars of [’histoire du livre. Such
studies can provide specific information and also stimulate questions which have
important implications for broader understanding.*’ A criticism which has been made
of the work of Eisenstein is that she has not made enough use of primary sources and is
too sweeping in her generalisations.”® Nevertheless, it can be argued that her aim was

to stimulate research by suggesting hypotheses for other scholars to investigate and test

by means of more detailed and focused research. This study will focus on York and its

county 1n order to analyse in detail Eisenstein’s theories concerning the effects of print

on literacy and methods of reading.

3. Case-study of the York Book Trade

Although the focus of this thesis is on book production and ownership in Yorkshire, the
study of the professional book trade in chapters one and two will concentrate on the city
of York. As I shall show in chapter one, York was the only town in the county with a
significant production of and trade 1n books during the late fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries. This thesis will investigate the social, economic and religious factors which
affected the book trade 1n York. The evidence of book production in other book trade
centres, 1n particular London and the university towns, will be used to elucidate the use
of trade terms and the organisation of the trade. York was the fourth most important

book-producing centre in England, behind London, Oxford and Cambridge, but ahead

of other provincial cities and towns. London, not surprisingly, led the English book

*/Sandra Hindman, ‘Introduction’, in Printing the Written Word: The Social History of
Books circa 1450-1520 (Ithaca and London, 1991), pp. 1-18.
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trade. The research of C. Paul Christianson on the book trade of London during the
period 1300-1520 has revealed 117 stationers, thirty-five illuminators, thirty

textwriters, six artisans who both wrote and decorated books, torty-five bookbinders,

twelve parchment makers and ten servants and apprentices to book producers.*

Christianson has shown that they formed a self-conscious group of book artisans and

traders who lived in the vicinity of St Paul’s Cathedral and who had close social and
business connections with one another. The early development of a book trade in
Oxtord and Cambridge was stimulated by the demand for books generated by the
university scholars. In thirteenth-century Oxford, four bookbinders, four parchment
makers, four illuminators, a scrivener and a copyist resided 1n Catte Street, and in
Schools Street could be found an illuminator, scrivener and parchment maker.”’ A
survey of the records of illuminators in England has revealed the names of seventy-two
illuminators in Oxford during the period 1190-c.1340.' The book producers and
sellers were included amongst the privileged persons of the university who were

allowed to practise a trade in the city without becoming free.>”

A large community of
writers, 1lluminators and stationers was likewise working in Cambridge from the late

thirteenth century. As early as 1271 the university authorities asserted in a dispute with

the archdeacon of Ely that the book artisans and traders should be under the jurisdiction

**See, for example, Hunter, ‘Impact’, pp. 335-52 and the review of Eisenstein by Daniel
Traister 1n Printing History 4 (1982): 71-3.

“C. Paul Christianson, ‘Evidence for the Study of London’s Late Medieval
Manuscript-Book Trade’, in Griffiths and Pearsall (eds.),<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>