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ABSTRACT

This thesis traces indigenous social and ecbnomic deve lopments
among the Akan and the incorporation of the territory known as the Gold
Coast into the international world economy up to 1930. The focus for the
thesis is threefold: developments and conflicts within the Akan social™
formation itself, pressures and demands by social classes in Europe calling
for greater and new forms of contact with the Gold Coast and also, perhaps
more importantly, processes which were the outcome of struggles and con-
flicts between the European colonisers and the indigenous residents on

the Gold Coast.

To assess the full nature of the political, social and economic
pressures linked to the incorporation of the Gold Coast into the economies
of Europe, we begin the thesis by sketching in an'account of the early
contact indigenous Akan social formations. We then trace and try to
characterise the different stages of colonisation and the different demands
by Europe for gold, slaves and indigenous cash crop production, and how the
outcome of these European demands were largely determined by the nature of
indigenous class struggles,and not simply by the wishes of actors in the
so-called 'centre'. The extent and nature of indigenous slavery is
explored with specific focus both upon Akan state formation,and how the
Atlantic slave trade represented a change in the demands of Europe from
gold to labour to work in the Caribbean, and that at that stage of history
to acquire sufficient labourers the Europeans were dependent upon indigenous
forms of capture and reproduction of slave labour. We examine why, at the
turn of the nineteenth century, Europe returned to demand gold and cash
crop production from thg Akan and how this led to the formation of formal
colonialism, which in it$ early stages was dependent upon indigenous

relations of production and reproduction. We then trace the development
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of a colonial capitalist political economy on the Gold Coast; the

'policy' of indirect rule and the two processes of commercialisation

and commoditisation of Akan land and labour.
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INTRODUCTION

Why yet another thesis on the Gold Coast might be the question
raised by anyone at all familiar with African history? At the outset
the point must be made that this work is not in fact a history. This
is a contribution to understanding the political economy of colonialism
and its effects upon an occupied territory. Within this broad framework
our specific focus is upon an examination of the processes, particularly
the political and social, underpinning the early impact of European
capital; on the Gold Coast and in Asante, having first looked briefly

at the nature of pre-colonial African society on this part of the

llest African littoral.

Throughout this thesis we draw heavily upon much written and
published materials. We also wuse new oral data collected in 1980

together with archival materials on formal British colonialism in the

colony after 1874.

The central concern of this thesis is to draw out the themes
and issues which for so long have either been neglected or left implicit
in much of the written history of Ghana. We do this in two ways.
First, by adopting the approach of 'longue durce’ (1) and second, by
situating our work within a materialist problematic. The longue durée
in our study in fact covers six centuries. In doing so our intention
is to place the minutiae of detailed political events backstage so that

we may develop an understanding of the slow, long term changes that

occurred on the Gold Coast. We try to uncover what one writer sees

as underpinning the "shifts and changes of political events". We try

in fact to:

(1) See Fernand Braudel, Capitalism and Material Life, 1400-1800,
Translated by Marian Kochan, {London: Weidenfield and Nicolson, 1973).



reveal the stable, almost undestructible system

of checks and balances, the irreversible processes,
the constant readjustments the underlying tendencies
that gather force, and are then suddenly reversed
after centuries of continuity, the movements of
accumulation and slow saturation, the great silent

motionless. bases that traditional history has covered
with a thick layer of events (1).

The particular processes considered here are to do with the increased
incorporation of the territories of the Gold Coast into an increasingly
more dominant international capitalist economy. In tracing these
processes we do not view indigenous Africans as passive objects of
inevitable historical laws created by the Europeans. Instead, we look
at the actions of indigenous groups in determining their own future.

We also recognise, however, that as our main concern is with assessing
the processes associated with the Gold Coast's increased contact with
Europeans, the development of merchant capital and the later transition
to 'legitimate' trade, there is an inbuilt bias to the thesis which
links, and may even sybordinate our understanding of indigenous social
nrocesses to colonial.contact. This is not to say that the early
informal colonisers or even later occupiers.of the Gold Coast came
with a grand design for a new Gold Coast society. It will soon become
clear that no such blue-print for the territory ever existed. Instead,
the tale of British colonial 'policy' on the Gold Coast was one of
constant muddle and confusion resulting from a series of conflicts 1in
Britain, and on the Coast, which largely reflected different class

interests among the colonisers and the colonised. But this is to run

ahead of the 'story'. Suffice to say here that the activities of the
European merchants and colonisers on the Gold Coast reshéped what

existed in the territory but this transformation owed as much to the

(1) Michel Foucalt, The Archaeology of Knowledge, (London: Tavistock
Publications, 1974, p.3).



internal dynamic,actions, and reactions of the indigenous inhabitants
as it did to European initiatives. We recognise, therefore, the need
to assess the nature and composition of the indigenous social

formation in acquiring a sufficiently clear idea of the impact of

colonialism on the Gold Coast.

Thus we see the crucial need to combat any implicit Eurocentrism

and focus on transformations within the Akan social formation. We do
this historically by teasing out from the material in particular the
processes of commoditisation of labour and land that occur and class
formation. We seek a balance in the treatment of this material, between
the processes at work underpihning merchant capital in Europe and its
presence on the coast,with the indigenous African developments including

the role of merchant capital in Asante. We begin the thesis witha tentative

analysis of early state formation in Asante and a brief account of the
possible way production was organised prior to and during the early contact
with Europeans. This precedes an account of different views of the development

of merchant capital in Europe and the earliest forms of the incorporation

of the Gold Coast into a European dominated international economy.

The second way in which we examine the themes and issues in
Akan political economy differently from previous Gold Coast historial
writinﬁs is by working within an historical materialist problematic.
We trace briefly what this means in a moment. African historiography
has for a long time been concerned with elevating the 'events' of
African society to the level of European history. This is to say
the preoccupation of many writers has been to show that African
societies have a past, and that it was as intricately complex and

sophisticated as early European civilisations. The basis of this




position is empiricism-and the method of 'counterfactualisation' (1).
Thus writing about Asante history has persistantly stressed the
modernity of nineteenth century Kumase life and its similarity to

life in Europe (2). This view of developments in Asante contrasts

with the writings of nineteenth century colonial officials, who

although they often recognised the intricacies of Asante 1ife, never-
theless saw it as primitive, and in no way resembling the civilised
worlds of London and Paris (3). How could it be that views of different

writers, albeit writing in different ages, have two very dissimilar
ideas on life in nineteenth century Asante? The answer lies with the

method of the historian and to a lesser extent in the material she/he

Uses.,

Scanty evidence on the Akan social formation has been supple-

mented in recent years with the help of new forms of data collection.andanal

These have included -the use of oral tradition, archaeology and

anthropology (4). Despite the increased collection and assimilation

(1) This extends also to what mightbe called Ghanaian nationalist history.
See for example, Francis Agbodeka, African Politics and British Policy
in the Gold Coast, 1868-1900: A study i1n the forms and force of protest

London: Longman, 1971) and also the more recent work by Ivor Wilks,
especially the immense volume, Asante in the Nineteenth Century, the
structure and evolution of political order, {Cambridge: CamErigge
University Press, 1975). On ‘counterfactualisation' see, H. Bernstein
and J. Depelchin, 'The Object of African History: A Materialist

Perspective’, Part One, History in Africa, 5, 1978. On different
conceptualisations of African historiography see inter alia, Thomas

Hodgkin, 'Some Problems of African Historiography', History Workship,
13, 1979, and Tore Linne Erikson, 'Modern African History: Some

Historiographical Observations', Scandinavian Journal of History, 4,
1979.

(2) I. Wilks, op.cit.

(3) For example, J. Dupuis, Journal of a Residence in Ashantee, (London:
Cass, 1824).

(4) See, for example, a selection of the large output of research and
documentation on the Akan by staff and students at The Institute of

African Studies, University of Ghana, Legon, in the last twenty
years.




of ‘raw data' on the Akan, which has reduced the difficulties with
working from a shortage of historical evidence, problems with

recent writing on the Akan social formation still persist. The
difficulty with much ‘nationalist' writings and writers (1) has

been the continued assumption that the material (albeit newly discovered)
speaks for itself. In other words, there is an implicit assumption 1in
recent historiography of the Akan that 'the historical evidence’, and

the working of it,is objective and unbiased. All an historian of

Ghana has to do to write the history of colonialism in Ghana is to

provide sufficient data to show that an event occurred or did not occur.

In contrast to this position,our position is that the writing

of history and of political economy, is not a question of simply
uncovering the historical facts which exist in the 'real' world

divorced from, amongst other things, the ideological concerns of the

author. In other words the historian or political economist brings
to bear on the information which he/she gathers a set of ideas which

have already shaped and determined the information and data she/he

decides to collect, and those facts which are thought to be ‘significant'’

Previous writing on Asante and the Gold Coast (2) has been
largely within a certain empiricist problematic. This is in contra-

distinction to the present work which locates its analysis within an

(1) A selection of these writers might include: F. Agbodeka, op.cit.,
J.K. Fynn, Asante and Its Neighbours, 1700-1807, (London:
Longman, 1971), E. Reynolds, Trade and Economic Change on the
Gold Coast, 1807-1874, (London: Longman, 1974).

(2) The excepf1on'm.tﬁe'work done by E. Terray, which in fact relates

to a neighbouring kingdom. For example, see, 'Classes and Class
Consciousness in the Abron Kingdom of Gyaman', translated by

Anne Bailey, in M. Bloch, (editor), Marxist Analysis and Social

Anthropology, (London: Ma]aby Press, 1975).



historical and materialist framework. The term problematic (1) refers

to the method of study:

Its components include both a set of concepts and
a set of rules or procedures which govern both the
construction of concepts and their employment 1in
analysis (2).

The problematic of any social scientist determines the very
questions which are posed, and thus the answers to them, which are

not given solely by the 'facts' themselves or by the feelings of the

researcher. In other words a problematic indicates the object of

knowledge and also the concepts used in the study of 1it.

What bearing do these observations have on this piece of work?
The importance of the term problematic lies with our comment that
previous writings onthe Gold Coast have as their object of study the

reification of facts, which speak for themselves. A second character-

istic of much writing on the Gold Coast is the concern with surface

political phenomena, like institutions of government, rather than

with the social production of life (3). In contrast,our analysis
attempts to locate the workings of the Asante social formation,
together with the development in European contact on the coast, within
the production of material and human life together with an analysis

of the consequent relationships between people: both areas of concern

(1) L. Althusser and E. Balibar, Reading Capital, translated by
Ben Brewster (London: New Left Review E%it1ons, 1970), and,
H. Bernstein and J. Depelchin, op.cit., and Part II, History in
Africa, 6, 1979.

(2) H. Be rnstein and J Depelchin, op.cit., Part One, p. 9.

(3) This criticism of an emphasis upon p011t1ca1 events and

institutions may be extended to more recent nationalist histori-
ography of the Gold Coast. In addition to the examples cited at

footnote 1 page 4 above, see David Kimble, A Political Histor
of Ghana: The Rise of Gold Coast Nationalism, (Oxfora: Clarendon
Press, 1963).
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are embodied in the Marxist concepts of mode of production and social
formation. The concept mode of production is used at a level of '
phenomena but, "has a theoretical function and validity independent

abstraction that does not relate to any specific empirically observable 11
of any given set of concrete circumstances" (1). The premise of our

position is that any analysis of society must begin with production
in general because this is itself the premise of human existence.

Our project is to apply the concept of mode of production to the
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period under study through the application of materialist categories
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of analysis which relate to the constitutive parts of the concept mode

of production. Thus we speak of relations of production, productive

forces and political and ideological relations between classes. These

concepts are applicable to the concrete, historical entities of the

Gold Coast and Asante social formations. The latter term denotes:

... the concrete complex whole comprising economic
practice political practice and ideological practice
at a certain place and stage of development.

Historical materialism is the science of social
formations (2).

Our criticism of much previous work on the Gold Coast and Asante
is that its objectof study has been superficial. The concern of
historians of the Gold Coast has been largely to trace historical

events divorced from any theoretical understanding of the social

(1) This point is made to differentiate the Marxist position from empiricis,

See Bernstein and Depelchin op.cit., part 1, p.5. This follows from the
method which Karl Marx employed in Capital volumes 1-3 where a theory o
capitalist mode of production is provided which can be applied to
capitalism in Europe and North America but which is not derived
empirically from any one casé study. Where empirical material 1is
included in Marx's work it provides support for theoretical proposition.
of the work. B T

(2) L. Althusser, Glossary. For Marx, (London: Allen Lane The Penguin
Press, 1969). The usefulness of the concept social formation i%
discussed further in Chapter One below.

. o . - e ey o s B ae ol an gl gy [ra—



processes linked to the dominant political economy of the period.

Concern with telling the story of colonialism with more recently

uncovered evidence has been the error also of so-called 'nationalist’
historians. These writers have often reacted against colonial
histories of their countries,and the tradition of European anthropological
investigation,by resorting to the discovery of new historical facts of
the period under study. Our point is that although it is clear on the
one hand that much of the Gold Coast's past remains unwritten, it is
equally true thatin.order to fill in the gaps, the author requires a
method of analysis not simply rooted in counterfactualisationsbut in
the development of a theoretical framework which is grounded in the
production and reproduction of the specific society being studied. This
does not mean that all we have to do is reinterpret old data. On the
contrary. Because much of the Gold Coast's history has been written
from a non-materialist problematic much of the data will have been
fetishized. Where information has been gleaned from anthropological
material, for example, and relations between people are described

the description more often than not refers to reified juridical or

legal relationship rather than recognising that relationships are

determined by the production of material life (1).

We will trace in a moment the other difficulties with the
empirical material. For the moment though let us recap. This work

of political economy distinguishes itself from previous histories of

the Gold Coast and Asante because of its method of analysis and the

extensive time period that it studies. The advantage of this combination

(1) See, Jacques Depelchin, 'Toward a Reconstruction of Pre-Colonial

Central African History', Ufahamu, Journal of the African Activist
Association, 9, 1, 1979.



comes to the fore in the opening chapters with an assessment of the
acceleration of African Slavery and the development of the inter-
national slave trade on indigenous social formations. The slave

trade has of course been the subject of numerous studies, but seldom

has the transport:. in people across the Atlantic been combined with

an analysis of the -effects on specific indigenous social formations:
of the undermining and strengthening of different indigenous relations
of production,and the processes set in train like the eventual
commoditisation of land and laboux which culminates in the development

of colonial capitalism at the end of the nineteenth century (1).

Slavery in Africa, moreover, 1is seldom discussed in relation to

indigenous change and development not related.to a global international

dimension.

Although much of the documentary evidence available for this

thesis is of the fetishezed kind, that is, a product of anthropological
and historical writings, the conclusions of which have been ideologically

prescribed, it would be wrong to discount the usefulness of all previous

history and historiography of the Gold Coast. As two observers have

recently commented:

while there 1s a radical break between the
materialist problematic and those of bourgeois
social thought, and while this break must be
constantly reproduced from a materialist viewpoint,

the relation to bourgeois thought cannot be one of
comprehensive or uniform dismissal (2).

In other words bourgeois historiography and anthropology, does have

something to contribute to our understanding of the Gold Coast's

political economy. After all, bourgeois historiography is the product

(1) On this see Chapters 5 and 6.
(2) Bernstein and Depelchin, op.cit., Part 2, p. 31.




10

of numerous pressures and advances within social science apart from
'merely' the ideological elements of its problematic which we have men-
tioned above(1). By this we mean that we can use much information that
has been documented as long as this 1is used within the questions

posed by a materialist framework. In addition, we recognise throughout
this thesis the ideas central to bourgeois work but these are
reformulated and adopted within the concepts derived from a Marxist
problematic (2). One of the difficulties in doing this is to be aware
of the problems implicit in using the materials of bourgeois social
science. In using the documentary evidence of early anthropology, for
example, we have to be alert to several ideological and methodological

issues which could affect our judgement of the nature of European

impact on the Akan and of Akan indigenous developments.

Anthropology and Colonialism

Throughout the early part of the thesis we refer to the data
collected by anthropologists. There are two major difficulties which
have to be recognised in using this kind of material. The first is
its link with colonial officials and thus the tendency to reflect the
prevailing balance of power and views of colonial aufhoritieé,in
particular to support local chiefly structures; the second refers to
the difficulties in which African institutions and way of life were
understood and conceptualised by the investigators of European origin.

The latterprocess in which one cultural substance is transformed into

another, that is African culture as seen by Africans is documented and

(1) Ibid, p. 32.

(2) This is very different from accepting a notion of synthesis
between materialist and bourgeois writings. See, M. Casteils and
E. de Ipola 'Epistemological Practice and the Social Sciences',
Economy and Society, 5, 1976 especially pp. 140-41,
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viewed by Europeans has been called 'transubstantiation' (1).

The relationship between early anthropology and the colonial
authorities is well known and the point will not be laboured here.
Briefly, the turn of the nineteenth century witnessed the increased
desire by colonial authorities to perfect the institutions of indirect
rule. It was recognised increasingly that the only way to do this was
to have a better understanding of the 'natives'. This phase in the
development of anthropology was marked in the Gold Coast with the
appointment of R. Rattray as head of the Anthropology Department 1in
Ashanti in 1921, and by the establishment of the Ministry of Native
Affairs in 1928. Earlier, two phases existed in the history of the
development of anthropology where 'primitive' societies verging on
extinction had been studied in unison with, for example, anti slavery
groups. A second phase was initiated where colonial authorities
gradually recognised the importance of understanding local customs
and mores. As Rattray was to comment having worked as government

anthropologist in the Gold Coast for more than ten years:

Sometimes with little real knowledge of Africa's past,
history, tradition, legal code, constitutions,

religion we have attempted to build up working plans

of government for various regions, wnich are ostensibly
based on native institutions but in reality are sometimes

only our own western ideas of constitutional government
under a thin disquise (2).

The need to understand African society so as to be able to rule them
more effectively,and better still to get them to rule themselves in

line with colonial structures,was recognised in London as early as

(1) On this see, Theodore H. von Laue, 'Transubstantiation in the Study of
African Reality', African Affairs, 74, 297, 1975, and on the relation-

ship between anthropology and coTonial authorities see von Laue,

'Anthropology and Power: R.S. Rattray among the Ashanti', African Affairs
/5, 298, 1976, and A.F. Robertson 'Anthropology and Government in Ghana™

African Affairs 74, 294, 1975.

(2) von Laue (1975), op.cit., p.42 quoting, The Leopard Priestess, (1935),p.2
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1894. In this year the President of the Roval African Institute
urged the organisation to become what one writer has called a
"clearing house for information about foreign peoples and (to) make

this knowledge available for imperial purposes of commerce and

rule" (1).

As we have already mentioned, the use of anthropology in
assisting government service in the Gold Coast became regularised witn
the appointment of R.S. Rattray to government service. It was from
1921, and in the host of published work which followed especially
between 1923 and 1929, that the colonial ‘'presence in the Gold Coast
was linked most strongly to the academic discipline of anthropology,

a link which had its basis in the European notion that sufficient
knowledge of their African subjects was needed to ensure the "workable
articulation between traditional authorities and British administra-
tion" (2). It is to an awareness of the methodology of anthropology,

however, that we have to turn to recognise the major changes and

difficulties which exist in using anthropological sources in this study.

Rattray's major works are referred to throughout this thesis and

they prove an invaluable source for early information on the ideology

(1) A. Mafeje, 'The Witchcraft of British Anthropology in Africa’,
Mimeo, n.d. p.5. The evidence to support the ideological and
practical links between anthropology and the colonial authorities
can be duplicated. For example, in 1903 a Professor Haddon of
Cambridge and President of the IAS recognised that "... a full
knowledge of the local conditions and a sympathetic treatment of

native prejudices would materially lighten the burden of government

by preventing many misunderstandings and by securing greater
efficiency would make for economy", quoted.in Mafeje, ibid., p. 5.
It might also be noted that the School of Oriental Studies, opened
in London in 1917, changed its scope in 1938 to include Afr1can
studies which increased links between academic anthropology and

colonial administrators, on'this point, see von Laue, (1976), op.cit.,

D.35.
(2) von Laue, (1976), op.cit., p. 36.
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of Asante life (1). We say ideology because Rattray was open to many
criticisms applicable to what has subsequently become known as the
British school of social anthropology. These criticisms lay basically
in the timelessness, the ahistorical treatment of societies by anthro-
nologists and the reification of early African institutions. Rattray's
observations on African life in Asante did not go fuéiher than a
recognition of the dominant and prevalent ideas within Asante?which
sustained and ensured the reproduction of a dominant class of chiefs
and elders. Rattray's appreciation for Asante life, and his desire

to comprehend the complexity of the institutions of the Akan, led to
a glorification of a society which was in fact based upon conflictual

relations between people in their struggle to sustain themselves (2).

This reification of the idyllic life of the Asantes, the
supposed lack of private property and the communal bliss which this
engendered,was based on the notion of the 'deity' in which the Asantes
were seen to have so much faith. The reverence for the dead and for

those as yet unborn was seen to consolidate the seeming lack of

Asante concern for individual wealth.

As we will see in the opening chapters of this work, the Asante

situation was auite different from how Rattrayv described 1t.  Rather

than an idealised communal bliss, Asante society was shot through with

(1) See in particular, R.5. Rattray, Ashanti, (Oxford, Clarendon Press,1923)
Religion and Art in Ashanti, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1927),
Tribes of the Ashanti Hinterland, Oxford Oxford University Press, 19

Ashanti Law and Constituion, (Ox ford Oxford University Press, 1929).

(2) Rattray therefore clearly did not reflect simply a colonial mentality.

Indeed, his reification of different Asante institutions is very
similar to that of later day 'nationalist' historians. See, for

example, K.A. Busia, The Position of the Chief in the Modern Po11t1ca1
System of Ashanti, (London: Oxford Univeristy Press, 1958), J.bk. Casely
Hayford, The Truth About the Nest African Land Question, (London:

Frank Cass Company, 1977).
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conflicts between groups (classes) of chiefs and elders,who sought
to sustain their posijtions of dominance which were located in their

» d 3 \ -
greater ability to accumulate wealth vis-a-vis commoners and women.

B e

Rattrayﬁgave support to the lie of harmonious family groups which
was then transposed to greater social harmony at the level of the
state (1). This is especially apparent in Rattray's work on Ashanti
law and constitution (2) which could be utilised by the British in
enhancing the latter's 'overlordship'. Rattray in fact concluded
from this study, that the Asante had much to show the European about

democratic relations between individual families and the state (3).

What he did not do is thoroughly examine the relationships between
people in Asante as relations between power holders. Society in

Asante was perceived in terms of functional integration or what

Durkheim called ‘organic.solidarity' (4). For Rattray, integration

or a notion of social equilibrium was the norm in Asante society, and
any conflict or disintegrative phenomena that might raise its ugly

head was abnormal. In short, Rattray's work translated into print

the dominant ideological and often practical 'realities' from the point
of view of the colonialists of African society. Rattray's work
reflected the prevailing balance of power. This was for two, often
contradictory reasons. First, because of his links with the colonial

regime and second the method and procedure for understanding Akan

society.

(1) von Lauve, (1976), op.cit., p.49.
(2) Rattray, (1929), op.cit.
(3) In doing so Rattray once more shows his ambivalent relationship between

his role as a colonial official,and the need to impose colonial ideas of

control, with his anthropological concern to recognise fully the nature
of Asante society in its own terms. See ibid., p.49.

(4) See, for example, Emile Durkheim, The Division of Labour in Society,
translated by G. Simpson, (London: Collier Macmililan, 1964).
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The nature of Rattray's investigation into Asante life, largely
through the use of informants, ensured the idealisation of Asante
reality. Rattray's use of Twi did not wholly circumvent the use of
transiators and did not ensure that his informers would be free to
comment about Asante society without restraint. Rattray, moreover,
had a preoccupation with folklore (1) which resulted in a romantisation
of the Asante, a role which did not merge too easily with his colonial

job of finding ways of incorporating Asante institutions more closely

into the British regime.

Underpinning our criticisms of the writings of Rattray is the
more fundamental difficulty that we recognise in understanding different
cultures. This is that Rattray, 1ike any outsider, inevitably failed to
perceive the nuances of meaning present for the Asante in the areas
which he documented,and what he did record was the ideological view
presented by the dominant classes in Asante. Despite his use of the
Twi Tanguage and his presence for many years in Asanté,his position
was always one of colonial official and this must inevitably have been
perceived as such by the Asantes. Rattray's recorded observations were
always those which he saw as important to record rather than those
which the Asante themselves might have set special store in. This 1is
not to say that Rattray's accounts of ceremonies and his understanding
of the significance of them is not important. His accounts provide
useful information for us. The point is that this information has
then to be set within a different problematic. In addition, we are
often concerned with different information from that which became the
focus for Rattray. Our preoccupation is with discovering the way 1in

which the Asante produced the means of subsistance and exchange and

(1) von Laue, (1976), op.cit., p.40.
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how this production was organised. We focus on this in our early

chapters. Our search for different information and our reworking of

Rattray's material, leads us to focus on the relations of production

and reproduction in the Akan social formation.

In levelling this criticism against Rattray we do not exempt
ourselves from the problems involved in understanding non-European
societies. The problems of transubstantiation are present in the work
that follows. We hope, however, by  premising our thesis with the
observation that there has hitherto been little recorded African
history, and much recording of 'events' in a westernised tradition,
that some of the pitfalls of much of the published material can be
avoided. By this we mean that no pretence is.made here to tell the
'story' of Asante developments from the fourteenth century to the
1930's. Although at different times we try to pull the 'narrative’
together, our major concern is with developing theoretically a frame-
work within which to situate the process of the Gold Coast's relations
with Britain. The result is that we move between a social historical
account of the so-called major events of the Gold Coast's colonial
past,and the development of a different theoretical position for under-
standing state and class formation in the Akan areas. An account of
the interrelationship between the historical events and our theoretical

understanding and situation of them is central to this thesis (1).

This is not to say, however, that the theorisation of different

periods of the Gold Coast's history is unproblematic. There are a number

(1) For a similar recent attempt at reducing the boundaries between
history and the development of a Marxist theory of underdevelopment
see, G. Kitchen, Class and Economic Change in Kenya: The Making of
an African Petite Bourgeoisie 1905-19/0, (London:Yale University

Press, 1980).
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of debates within the tradition of historical materialism which are
concerned,among other things, with providing the tools of analysis
for understanding non-capitalist societies, the conceptualisation of

slavery and the transition to capitalism in Europe and elsewhere.
We examine-many of these debates in this thesis,and indicate the
contentious nature of the different positions within the Marxist
traditions of scholarship. In Chapter One, we situate the need to

understand early contact Akan relations of production within the debates
about modes of production and 'social formation', as useful concepts for
clarifying and uncovering the social 'realities' of non-capitalist
societies. In Chapter Two, we examine in detail the controversy
surrounding the emergence, periodisation and character of an inter-
national world economy. The third chapter raises once more the debate

about slavery. This is examined not simply from the position of the

Atlantic slave trade, and the question as to how many Africans were

transported to the Caribbean, but rather from the position which slavery
had within the indigenous Akan social formation and whether it is indeed
useful to talk about a general category of slavery,or whether there were

different forms of 'unfree' labour in Asante. In tracing the development

of formal colonialism on the Gold Coast we show the inter-relation

between legitimate trade and indigenous social movements within Asante.

This discussion prepares the way for the final two chapters which discuss

the commoditisation of land and labour in the Akan areas between ca. 1874

and 1930 and contributes to the debate about the role of colonialism

in undermining, in a very uneven way, indigenous relations of production.

In other words, this thesis seeks to extract some of the central

themes of Asante and Akan development in the five centuries between ca.

1450 and 1930. We locate them within a specific problematic. This

X o R — N Sy
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problematic provides the tools for an historical and materialist
analysis of the increasing incorporation of sections of the West
African littoral within the orbit of the British dominated international
political economy. The processes specifically examined are class
formation and erosiﬁn,and the changing relations of production within

Asante with specific reference to gold mining and cash crop production.
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CHAPTER O NE

EARLY CONTACT AKAN-ASANTE SOCIAL FORMATIONS

I. ITRODUCTION

-

This opening chapter attempts to discuss further some of the
issues raised in the Introduction as well as examine tentatively what
might have been some of the factors associated with the emergence of

state formation on the Gold Coast among the Akan.

The issues extended from the Introduction relate essentially
to the methodology employed in this work and a discussionof some of
the categories of analysis which are used throughout the £hesis.
Before we begin with this discussion however, we need first to try
and define what we actually mean by the 'Gold Coast' throughout the

long period up to 1930.

I1. THE GOLD CGAST SOCIAL FORMATIONS

The Gold Coast in this study refers to the geographical
area w?ich became known as the Gold Coast Colony on the West African
littoral bordered by the river Bandama to the West, the river Volta
to the East and what became the forest kingdom of Asante in the North.

Within this geographical area our focus of study are the people

comprising the Akan. The Akan constitute what we have called above
(1) a social formation, that is,"a historically concrete society
whose structure, organisation, and historical development were

conditioned by specific systems (modes) of material production" (2).

(1) Page 1.
(2) "Ray A. Kea, Settlements, Trade, and Polities in the Seventeenth-
Century Gold Coast, (Baitimore and London: The Jonn Hopkins

_—-_-r-——--ﬂ-r-——--—-_——_——n

University Press, 1982), p. 1.
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Although the Gold Coast was marked by a degree of spatial
heterogeneity - four principal linguistic groupings (1) and a number
of political units - it also contained a degree of spatial homogeneity
with regard to soEial structure, forms of production and technology.
It is because of this degree of similarity in relations of production,
extensive trade networks, the presence of markets, together with
other factors of regional political economy that we view the Akan
within the geographical area of the Gold Coast as a specific social
formation. In addition we talk about an Asante social formation -
which is also peopled by the Akan, see Map Two. We distinguish
this socio-histor%c éntity from the more general notion of the Akan
because of the increasingly separate, but not unconnectéd, presence

of the Asante forest kingdom in relations with the Gold Coast from

circa 1700 (2). Despite the fact that the Asante social formation

also shared common characteristics with the coastal Akan (Fante) the
presence of the Asante state assumed such social, economic and
military importance on the Gold Coast, both prior to and following
formal British control, that we must and can only recognise its

specificity by distinguishing it from the other Akan groups.

Ih later chapters we also discuss briefly the Northern
Territories and the interplay of groups in this geographical area
with the Asante - (see Map One). We look, for example, at the
encroaching colonial forces especially following the development of
formal colonial authority in the Gold Coast Colony in 1874 and the

British occupationcﬁ’Asante (Ashanti) in 1900.

/

(1) Volta Komo€, Gur, Central Togo (Ewe), Ga-Danme, see ibid, p. 2.
(2) The period around 1700 is widely seen to be important as reflecting
the climax of the formation of the Asante state. See, for instance,

J.K.Fynn, Asante and Its Neighbours 1700-1807, (London: Longman, 1971),
I.Wilks, Asante in the nineteenth century; the structure and evolution

of a political order. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 19/2).
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There are a number of different, but nevertheless related ]

I1I. O NON-CAPITALIST SOCIAL FORIATIONS

marxist perspectives on how to understand the historical, political ih
and economic composition of pre-colonial and non-capitalist it
societies (1). The debate on African 'modes of production' has largely
developed from a critique of the pioneering work of British and North 3
American anthropologists who saw the need to establish a specific it
field of economic anthropology, which did not simply use analytic 1

concepts derived from neo-classical economic theory to study 'non-
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modern' society. instead, Bohannan and Dalton (2) argued that

notions of supply and demand and profit maximisation were inappropriate
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categories to understand African economies. Despite this, Bohannan
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and Dalton did recognise that one of the best ways in which we could
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conceptualise the development of ‘non-modern societies’ was Dy '

recognising the spread of the market and market exchanges throughout

Africa.

In criticallv appraising this position a nurber of rrench
authors attempted to move the debate away from a concern with under-
standing specific societies through the exchange of marketable
oroducts and distributive mechanisms generally. Instead, for a
number of writers entrenched in what has been called the 'new

economic anthropology' (3) the analysis of non-capitalist society has

(1) For an introduction to some of the debates see,Robin Law,'In search of

a marxist pers?ective on Pre-Colonial Tropical Africa', JAH, 19, 3, 137/8.
(2) See their jointly edited volume, ilarkets in Africa, (Cﬁ’ﬁ:ago: North

estern University Press, 1962). o , ;
(3) See inter alia, J.Clammer, The New Economic Anthropology, (London:Macmillan |
/

Press, 1978), E.Terray, Long Distance Exchange and the Formation of the
State: The Case of the Abron Kingdomof Gyaman',Economy and Society,3,3,1974
and On Exploitation:Elements of an Autocritique’,Critique of Enthrogo1o%x
13-14,1979. In the same volume see the pieces by C.Meit{lassoux, Historica
Modalities of the Exploitation and Qverexploitation of Labour' and P-P.Rey,

'Class Contradiction in Lineage Societies,alsoby Meillassoux,Maidens, Meal
and Money. Capitalismand the Domestic Community, (Cambridge:University ?resz

G8T). See also A.Foster-Carter '1he Modes of Production Controversy', NLR,
107, 1978.
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been rooted in the concept of a mode of production - even though the
concern has often been to understand the significance of exchange

within this structural concept.

The concept of 'mode of'production' has already been briefly
discussed (1) and we are not going here simply to reinvoke the
debates within marxism of the early 1970's about the abstract theoreﬁica1
validity of the concept. These debates are alluded to at different
times 1in this‘thesis and discussed in numerous review articles (2).

Instead, what we want to do here is to indicate that there are a

number of inadeguacies with the explanatery value of the concept mode

of production as it was classically conceived by Karl Marx (3). We
will then introduce one aspect of the debate about the relevance of
using a concept of modes of production in understanding non-capitalist
societies and this will be with reference to the way in which pre-
colonial and early-contact social formations ensured their reproduction.
In other words we try to introduce here the notion that mode of
nroduction, conceived in simple economic terms, is an 1nadequate
concept 1In itself if it does not incorporate also the social - as

well as economic - reproduction of specific social formations. Ue
then go on to iook specifically at some of the debates within Akan
studies as to how we can understand or conceptualise the relations

between people in the early contact periocd of the Gold Coast between

Wﬂm

) See page 7 above.

) For some of the more esoteric thegretical positions see,inter alia,
8. Hindess & P. Hirst, Pre Capitalist Modes of Production,(London:

. Routledge Kegan Paul, 1975}, and J.G.Taylor, From Modernisation to

Modes of Production: A Critique of the Sociologies of Development

and Underdevelopment, (London: Macmillan, 1979), see also J. tnnew,
"The Material of Reproduction: Anthropological Views on Historical

Materialism and Kinship', Economy and Society, 8, 1, 1979,
(3) See for example, Karl Marx, Preface to a Contribution toc the Critique of

Political Economy, {(London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1S , pp. 20-21.
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circa 1600-1750.

(a) Mode of Production

The abstract concept which indicates a particular interaction
between the development of the forces of production and reproduction
on the one hand,with the social relations and the means of production
on the other, is known in most marxist discourse as a mode of production.
This concept was perhaps the most central organising principle of the
work of Kar) Marx. Indee<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>