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ABSTRACT

In the neighbourhoods and pubsipaces of Yorkyoung people walked out together,

congregated in the sttseand paradedupanddowno ney Street on t he

rund. This thesis examines these sites
neighbourhood spaces of the city, and questions how the young working class of
York engaged witltheir environnentthrougha detailed study in the forty year
periodbetween 1880 ant920.1t considers how young working people met and
socialised in different parts of the city, what these spaces meant to the young people
of York, and how that meaning was conveyedtested and controlled. While

recent historical work has begun to explore how the meanings, experiences and
representations of youth and young pedyee changed over timeighlightingthe
importance of both leisure and courtship as distinctive featdingsuth,the ways in

which young people have engaged with their environment has received much less
attention. Yet, without an understanding of how young people interacted and
engaged with their environment we are left with an incomplete picture of werking
class youth culture at a time when young people were experiencing increasing
opportunities for leisure and sociability. This thesis fills this gap in the literature by
examining how young men and women used, experienced and shaped their
environment of la nineteenth and early twentieth century York. Studying the young
working class of York through the prism of space provides valuable insights into
everyday life, and reveals how spaces were both shaped by, and help shape, the
social interactions of the yoag working class of the city. Exploring the relationship
between the young working class and urban space, this thesis argues for a sensitive

reappraisal of workinglass youth at the turn of the twentieth century.
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INTRODUCTION

Edith Harton met her first boyfriend while delivering letters for warkg together

they walked out around York; from Clifton to Fulford, down by the riverside on the

New Wal k, occasionally stopping to sit di
before walking back the way they came. They travelled across the city seegts

to attend the theatre, dance hall and cinema, and visited the Empire music hall every
week, often stopping at the King Street
Edith paraded up and down Coney Sdreet ol
nightsoé with friends at the fdberti nmas Hi
Howard started courting aged sixteen, and from his home in Walmgate walked out

with his future wife 6al fintoeirfeeetime,dopl ace.
young peoplaavigated the streets, markets and parks of the city, traversing a

number of city spaces; domestic, neighbourhood, public and commercial space, and,

if they were unluckypenal spacé the prison, penitentiary or workhouse. Young

working people led a lagly pedestrian existence, and patterns of leisure and

sociability meant that in a working week they crossed ammdagsed paths, covering

large swathes of the city.

This thesis examines thesiges of leisure and courtshifhie streets, public
and neighburhood spaces of the city, and questions how the young working class of
York both responded to and shaped the meaning of their environment through a
detailed study in the forty year period between 1880 and 1920. It will consider how
theyoung working clas met and socialised in different parts of the city, what these
spaces meant to the people of York, and how that meaning was conveyed, controlled
and contested. Where did young people gather and sochaisalid they negotiate
spaces of their owrand wtat factors affected their ability to do so? How did the
urban landscape influence the leisure and courtship activitie f  Yor k6s Yy oun ¢
working classand how, in the course of these activities, did they themselves change
and influence space? These initjakestions provide the momentum for a more

sustained critical engagement with a large body of relevant literature and

! Interview with Edith Harton, born 1901, York Oral History Project (YOHP).
2 Interview with Albert Howard, born 1913, YOHP.
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documentary sources, and this thesis aims to present a history of the young working

class of York informed by a sense of the social gedyrapthe city.

1. Leisure, courtship and young people

Scholars in history, sociology, criminology and education have shown an increasing
interest in competing conceptualisations of youth, and recent work has begun to
explore how the meanings of youtimdathe experiences and representations of

young peoplehave changed over tinféd number of historical studies have

considered youth as one element of workitegs life, demonstrating how age,
alongside gender and cl|l ass, andlBisupged men
experience$ Studies by Stephen Humphries, David Fowler, Selina Todd and

Melanie Tebbutt, along with the edited collection on young woméwdry Jo

Maynes, Birgitte Sgland and Christina Benninghalagsis specifically on young

people and dér a detailed analysis of their lifestyles from the mid eighteenth

century through to the intavar years. In reflecting on the impact of gender, age

and class in shaping experiences of leisure, historians have emphasized the
significance of both leisund courtship in the for mat
identities, and courtship has also been the subject of a number of studies, both from

historians working more broadly on leisure, and as a focus of research concerned

3 For example, th 2011 Barry Goldson edited collecti¥outh in Crisisrings together scholars from

criminology, history, urban studies, sociology
Youth in Crisis: 6Gan gelbyBayeGalson (Landon: Rbutletge, and Vi

2011).

(0]

ar
ol

“Elizabeth Robertsd Wo manés Pl ace: An-CBssa\omen1890040ry of Wor k-

(Oxford: Blackwell, 1984); Jerry Whitd,he Worst Street in North London: Campbell Bunk,
Islington, Between the Wafkondon: Routledgerad Kegan Paul, 1986); Andrew Davi¢gisure,
Gender and Poverty: WorkirGlass Culture in Salford and Manchester, 198B9(Buckingham:

Open University Press, 199Z)Jaire LanghameMWo mends Lei sur el960n Engl and,

(Manchester: Manchester UnivegsPress, 2000); Catriona M. ParréttMor e Than Mer e

Amusement-€f Wesk Wogiends L ei-$94(Bostan:MNortBeagidrna n d , 1750

University Press, 2001); Brad Beavérjsure, Citizenship and Workif@lass Men in Britain 1850
1945(ManchesterrMac hest er University Pr essClassHomfes) and
Three Urban Communities, 187209 1 AJbiversity of York: PhD Thesis, 2013).

®> Stephen Humphriesjooligans or Rebels? An Oral History of Working Class Childhood and Youth,
1889 1939 (Oxford: Blackwell, 1981); David Fowlef,he First Teenagers: The Lifestyle of Young
WageEarners in Interwar BritainlLondon: Woburn Press, 1995); Selina ToddungWomen,

Work, and Family in England, 1918950(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009)telanie Tebbutt,
Being Boys: Youth, Leisure and Identity in the Iftéar YeardManchester: Manchester University
Press, 2012) anflecret Gardens, Satanic Mills: Placing Girls in European History, 17%60,ed.

by Mary Jo Maynes, Birgitte Sgland, andriStina Benninghaus (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 2005).

12

Ol



with social rituals, marriage driove® However, none of these works have

considered how through these leisure and courtship activities young working people
engaged with their environment and were able to challenge, change and shape its
meanings. Historians have written about the ti@mséative impact of young
working-class leisure on the creation of increasingly distinct youth culfures,

have done so as if spatial elements matter little at all, and there has been very little
direct consideration of the ways in which young peoplelengaged with space.

One notable exception is the recent work by Simon Sleight on late nineteenth
century Melbourne. Sleight charts the relationship between discourses about youth,
youthful experience and the shaping of new urban spaces, examining the way
Melbourne grew alongside the young people who populated it, and argues that
6youth as a category of historictal anal y:
Questions of space were certainly important to young people in their social lives; for
courtingcouples it could be difficult to find private space to be alone together, young
men socialising on street corners could face charges of obstruction, or young women
loitering in public space were subject to scrutiny and disapproval, sometimes facing
accusabns of prostitution (although sometimes, of course, such accusations were

well founded).

Young workingclass use of the city has attracted some historical attention.
Stephen Humphries and Andrew Davies have considered the concept of
neighbourhood belongg and spatial boundaries in their studies of teenage gangs,
and Seth Koven also considered how O0stre

fascination and pity for reforme?dn analysing the confrontations between rival

®See in particular Claire LAdwgmaimerh ECledhearanE&Engo
Historical Journal,50:1 (2007)173 196.

" Fowler, The First Teenagerdodd notes the inemsing importance of young women as leisure
consumer s, arguing they played a pivot al rol e in
Young Women, Work and Famity. 13, pp. 19224.

8 Simon SleightYoungPeopleand theShaping ofPublic Space inMelbourne, 18761914 (Aldershot:

Ashgate, 2013), p. 1Dther fields have certainly been much quicker to explore the themes of youth

and urban space in a contemporary seting.r exampl e: Cat herine Robertso
Creating Self: Stredfrequeting Y outh in theCity and & b u r Jowsnal of Youth Studie8;4

(2000),429443; Joanne Massey, O6Young Inematpnaldouraahad t he OF
Diversity in Organizations, Communities and Natiofs, (2007), 244252 andJonny Pickeng,

Keith Kintrea lavsille \WalisrandB/esiblenYowht Teerritorialily among Young

Peopl e i n BrhantStudebdd: G (201R)04%560.

® HumphriesHooligans or Rebelgp. 1- 20; Andrew DaviesThe Gangs of Manchester: TBéory of

the Scuttlers, B (Prest@ni MildBooks; 2008t Sethikoven, SlumMing: t

Sexual and Social Politics in Victorian Londf@xford: Princeton University Press, 2006p. 112

123.
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gangs in Manchester, Davies places tliemly in their spatial context and

emphasises the importance of localftydumphries explores the tensions between
young men and the authorities, and situates an analysis of street gangs within a
broader discussion of class and ethnicity, although heshttle concern with

gender. While organised gangs of teenagers did fight over spatial boundaries,
Humphries stresses that the growing hysteria about gangs and street violence was
overblown* Davies and Humphries both link place and space with crimjnalit
commenting on the way gang members policed their territory across geographic and
spatial boundaries. The struggles between young people and authorities over the use
of space is central to understanding youth in the city, buals@mportant to

consder the ways young people both underdtaad produced their own space.

How were ideas about class, gender and generation incorporated within contested
constructions of space, and how did the young working class of York carve out their

own spaces?

In urban history, spatial approaches have rarely considered the lives of the
young. A special issue &ocial Science Historgn the working classes and urban
public space invited its readers to O6expl
gender ,aulthdreywssins riention of age as a category of an&l\&iision
Gunn does not include youth in his discussion of the changing histories of space and
place’® The use of gender, race and sexuality as analytical tools has resulted in
sustained examinatisrof the role of space and place in past and present societies.
Feminist geographers have maintained that space is produced by and productive of
gender relations, and a gendered analysis of the historical city reveals locations
produced by the powerful artkde strategies used to justify male domination of the
public sphere, as well as the varied ways women were able to challenge and contest
such domination and constructions of sp4cEhe sexual topography of the city has
been explored by historians of sekty who have considered the way different
groups charted contested terrain and remade the city in the course of their tactical

% Davies, The Gangs of Manchester

" Humphries Hooligans or Rebe®s

2El i zabet h F a uSocial Stiente Hisorp411c(2000p 6.0 |

¥Si mon TGhenSpatial Turn: Changi nidentittsimPase:i es of Sp
Contested Terrains in the Westerity&ince 1850ed. bySimon Gunn and Robed. Morris

(Aldershot: Ashgate, 2001pp. 1-14.

1% See in particular Elizabeth Wilsofihe Sphinxin the City: Urban Life, the Control of Disorder, and
Women(London: Virago Press, 1991).
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transgressions. Matt Cook, for example, considers the relationship between London
and male homosexuality between 1885 and 182dmining the urban map created
around acts of same sex desire, a map which overlaid the geography of the West End
but remained unknown to the vast majority of Londoners.

The idea that it is important to spat.
underpinghe analysis here, but historical approaches take bf young working
people havéargely failed to consider hothe young both responded to and
generated their surroundings, and spatial approaches have rarely utilised age as a
category of historicahnalysis. This thesis seeks to fill this gap in the literature by
examininghow young workingclass men and women used, experienced and shaped
their environmentexploring how the young residents\adrk were both confined
and provoked by the spaces inithetty. It will further explore the ways in which
young people understood and constructed space, and how they contested certain
public spaces with their own meanings and spatial requirements. The stirrings of a
distinct youth culture can be traced to ke nineteentleentury, and without an
understanding of how young people interacted and engaged with their environment,
we are left with an incomplete picture of workioigss youth at a time when young

people were experiencing increasing opportunitieseisure and sociability.

2. Space and meaning

The approach to space which underpins this thesis is informed by several theories,

while adhering to no one in particuf&rn relating ideas about the meanings of

space to a study of young people in Yarkhe late nineteenth and early twentieth
century, I have not adopted a fixed theol

spaces are explored from the perspective of those who socialised, courted and spent

!5 Matt Cook Londonandthe Culture of Homosexualy, 18851914 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2003%ee also George Chaun&ay New Yorkfor a consideration of the way gay
men in New York were able to build a sense of community in the face of overt hostility from the
authorities and othertgi users, and Matt HoulbrooQueer Londonan exploration of the
relationship between queer sexualities and modern urban culture. George Cliaynisigw York:
Gender, Urban Culture and the Making of the Gay Male World, 18B@®0(New York: Basic
Books,1994) and Matt HoulbroolQueer London: Perils and Pleasures in the Sexual Metropolis,
19181957 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006).

'8 For detaileddiscussion of relevant spatiiterature, see chapter one, pp-Za.
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money within them, and the study engages in a@@ation with relevant theoretical
concepts rather than offering a sustained analysis of any one theory itself. It is the
streets and public spaces of York, along with the young people who populated them,
that drive the analysis. The young people disaligs¢he following chapters do not

sit neatly in abstract theories and constructs; they lived complex and challenging
lives, and the study therefore follows no single theoretical position, but instead

focuses on thickening empirical data with spHce.

This study is concerned primarily with enriching our understanding of the
young working class by narrowing the focus on their spaces and sites of social
interaction in order to explore how these spaces shaped, and were shaped by, young
people. It is concernedith how the young working class experienced and
negotiated their own lives in the city, and sees the city not just as material and lived
but also a space of the imagination and representatime following pages
populate the streets and public spacegark with their historical actors through the
use of a range of documentary sources and oral history testimony. They consider a
range of leisure spaces, and focus on the actions of individuals and groups within
these spaces, linking space with practiog, @eonsidering how sites were perceived,
|l ived and made. Perhaps, then, it could |
turndé, although | do not aim to do so at
analysis, namely, class and gender, but ratheorigplement and inform these other
explorations of the relations between young people and their surroundings. This
detailed study of the spaces and places of late nineteenth and early twentieth century
York will further develop historical understandingsttoé ways in which people and

settings interact.

7 Clifford Geertz 6 TDescription: Towardah nt er preti ve TTFheory of Cul tu
Interpretation of Cultures: Selected Esséiew York: Basic Books, 1973), pp-2.
'8 Henri LefebvreThe Production of Spactrans. D. NicholsoiSmith (Oxford: Blackwell, 1991)
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2.1 The young working class

The focus of this thesis is on the young working class of York, and while at times it
discusses a broad workhotpss youth culture, | do not wish to give the impression

tha the working class, or young people, were monolithic ordimeensional B.

SeebohnRowntreeds first social survey of thi
the conditions which govern the life ofthewsger ni ng c lkasdsnes o6 i n Y
1899 thiscomrisedl 1, 560 families that did not em

keeping or not keeping of domestic servants has in this inquiry been taken as

mar king the division between the®Yatorking
asR.J.Morrishasmtd, o6t he working classdéd is an al
actions and experien®Elseodseoafntdwsrski mg |
make it seem as though class was a culturally defining characteristic, and it is

Osur prising h btve worleng cldss seek o define ansl measure their

s u b j?&EcR. BPhompson remains a constant presence in studies of the working

class in the Victorian and Edwardian period. For Thompson class was not a category,

but a social, economic and politicalatonship:

Class happens when some men, as a result of common experiences (inherited
or shared) feel and articulate the identity of their interests as between
themselves, and as against other men whose interests are different (and

usually opposed to) eirs

Andrew August has more recently attempted to synthesize the challenges of feminist

and linguistic theory into a new history of the British working class, arguing that

class stild has its place, as -dasmgn as t h
and women did not think about their worl
study aims to capture the multiple dimensions of young workliags experiencg.

198, SeebohnRowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lifeondon: Macmillan, 1901), p.,\p. vii, p.
14.

0 Class,Powerand SocialStructurein British NineteentiCentury Towns ed. byR. J. Morris
(Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1986), p. 3.

#1 John BensoriThe Waking Class in Britain, 1850939 (London: Longman, 1989), p. 3.

22E. P. ThompsoriThe Making of the English Working Clagsndon: Gollancz, 1963), p. 9.

23 Andrew AugustThe British Working Clas@Harlow: Longman, 2007), p. 2.
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Davies and Todd draw upon Eli zabeth Robel
also find helpful

Men and women believed themselves to be working class because they
worked with their hands, were employees and not employers, and, in
comparison with the latter, were poor and lacked material goods: even the
betterpaid workers had compatively few consumer goods and little surplus

income?*

Differences in outlook can perhaps be too easily attributed to class, yet Biddy
Carrrall, the daughter of a York composi
oursel ves as worrkeianlgl yc |baostst’Thg foaus oduited ncolta s s
young working class in this study seeks to affirm the agency and historical

i mportance of o6ordinary6é individuals, r al

whatever came their way.

Any definition of youth mustecognise its transitional nature, representing a
stage of life when young men and women journey towards adulthood. What it means
to be 6youngd has varied enormously acr o
John Springhall 0s s ttsuhe ghangifg natwleoot ttesdife e nc e h i
stage, itself the result of a unique set of historical circumstaftesis study of
youthful experience and the shaping of new urban spaces in Melbourne, Simon
Sl eight is particul ar | gcity. Hecconsiderd yoatima t he ¢ |
flexible category, identified as a transitional phase of growing up, although
adolescence is perhaps too easily subsumed under the category of cHildhood.
Throughout this study | employ a broad definition of youth, taking @kesrof
single young men and women who have left school. By the closing decades of the
nineteenth century most girls and boys attended school at least intermittently until

the age of twelve, and the average age of marriage for men and women was twenty

*RobertsA  Wo me népp. 3R.1 ac

% Biddy Carrall cited in Charles W. Mastef&e Respectability of Late Victorian Workers: A Case
Study of York 1867914 (Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars, 2018)). 24-25.

% John SpringhallComing of Age: Adolescence in Britain 186860(Dublin: Gill and Macmillan,
1986).

%" Sleight,Young People and the Shaping of Public Space

18



sixin 1901, up by a full year from its low point in 1871Rather than a strict focus

on age, however, | have defined youth by its formative experieleeesng school

and entering paid employment; earning but not running a home; adopting adult
dress; and period for relatively unrestricted leisure and courtship opporturitties.

Of course, not all of these markers were univefsalyoung people who did not

marry, for example, the end of youth could be less defined, and the young working
class were not a hargenous, unified body. However, the period between starting
work and getting married was distinctive; bridging childhood and independent
adulthood. Young men and women increasingly perceived their youth as a distinctive
stage in their life, and they wekey historical actors in understanding and engaging

with their environment.

2.2 The local context

Visitors to the city of York are today i |
Obustling ancient streetsd oddthtobgh ci ty,
heritage attractions and local history publicatidhis. 2012 the York Civic Trust

held an exhibition of paintings to coincide withthe®8@n ni ver sary of t he
first charter; OViews of Yor k:ofé&vadert r ai t
scheme to ensure the cityds views are ap|]
i nappropriate development and intrusion.
exhibition reflected the paintingsds on di
exceptional in that its physi t¥arkhasppear al
always been known to visitors for its Minster, walls and gates, its quaint medieval
streets and its Roman and Vikingnhistory.

cultural attractions, visitors are invited to move with relative ease from the Romans

8 Secret Gardens, Satanic Mills, 3 andG. R. SearleA New England? Peace and War, 188518
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2004), p. 69.

9 For a detailednalysis ofeisure, courtship and the lifgycle, see chaptehiteg particularly pp.
118124

visit York, <http://www.visityork.org> [accessed 12 December 2014].

31 peter B. Brownyiews of York: Portrait of a City, 1610 to present @&gprk: York Civic Trust,
2012, p. 5.
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to the Vikings, then forward to the coming of the railways and chocolate ind@stry.
Despite Rowntreeds well known social sur:
the grim reality of life in its poor districts, many studies of York still present a
picturesqueview of the city and its medieval heritage Yor k6s hi storic p
rarely commented upon. There were no paintings of Hungate and Walmgate
referredtobyRent ree as oO6tygdioal uskedmondt s8er DV ¢
exhibition®® The history of York is often anesthetised, even stories of poverty are

often accompanied by notes of benevolence from Quaker employers, or enduring
community spirit and relénce®* There is much more to York than Romans and

Vikings, railways and chocolatand this study will move beyond sanitised historical
accounts, considering tiséreet level urban environmeits sights, sounds and

smells®®

A wealth of historical stdies means we have an extensive knowledge about
the history and development of medieval and early modern York; about its
government, its economy and its social organisafignnumber of these studies
have attempted to engage with space. In his exammatiolvic mentality and the
environment in Tudor York, D. M. Palliser considers the effect of the squalid and
insanitary conditions in which the majority of the inhabitants lived, although in his
account the city is little more than a backdrop to cife¥iPamel a B. Hart sh
study of nuisance in the wardmote courts of fifteenth and sixteenth century York

engages much more explicitly with space, considering how the street was regulated

#26Roman Yor ko, Y <avwk yerkshirerauseMr. ergectfancessed 14 December

2014],Jorvick Viking Centreswww.jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk [accessed 12 December 20,14]

National Railway Museum,kttp://www.nrm.org.uk# [accessed 14 Decemly 2 014] and Yor k¢
Chocolate Story, kttp://yorkschocolatestory.comfaccessed 14 December 2014].

% Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Life. 199.

¥6York Remembers Rownt sheépdidww@awatreesddietgargauk/rgemé¥ieso j e c t
projectt [accessed 14 December 2014]; Van Wilstme Walmgate Story: Humour, Heartache and
Hope(York: Voyager Publications, 2006) and Van Wils&ich in All But Money: Life in Hungate,
19001938(York: York Archaeological Trust, 2007).

% The York Alternative Hisiry group, established in 2012, is one local history organisation that
attempts to move beyond the sanitised version of
making connection with politics, protest and activism in York todag.r k 6 sativk Histary,
<https://yorkalternativehistory.wordpress.corféccessed 12 December 2014]

% The Government of Medieval York: Essays in Commemoration of the 1396 Royal @ldatgr

Sarah Rees Jonésork: Borthwick Institute of Historical Research,9d; D. M. PalliserTudor

York (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979); Heather Swandtedieval Artisans: An Urban Class

in Late Medieval Englan@©xford: Oxford University Press, 1989), P. J. P. Goldbéfgmen, Work

and Life Cycle in a Medieval EcongmiWomen in York and Yorkshire, ¢.130820(Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 199, Pamela Beatrice Hartshone 6 The Street and the Perce|]
in York, 14761 5 8(Bniversity of York: PhD Thesis, 2004).

37 palliser,Tudor York
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in later medieval and early modern York, and what people undedratmout the built
environment?Patri ck Nuttgens noted in 2001 tha
[ of York] publisheddé, yet there are stil]l
experience inthe modernctyFor Nutt gens, OnBriminmorei s no
capable of illustrang the history of the countist large, both in terms of its
absorbing past or its promise for the fuf
poverty surveys because it &rihisstdy be t ak
however, wishes to tread carefully when discussing the representativeness of York.
Experience was not uniform in the gitet alone further afield. However, it is hoped

that by examining in detail the case of York, this thesis will make a relevant

cortribution to debates on workingass youth, and form a starting point for

subsequent studies on the relationship between young people and urban space. The

limits of a local study are obvious, yet local research is necessary toshadity
substantiatedeneralisations about national patterns of behaviour, and can present a
nuanced understanding of young workitigss livesThe sharp geographical focus

of this research means it is also possible to map in detail the specific places used and

provide precie details of movement through the streets.

Dates can similarly be seen as arbitrary to some extent, but in York the
stirrings of a distinct youth culture can be traced to the late nineteenth century.
Greater employment opportunities for young women itiq@dar materialised with
the expansion of the chocolate manufacturing industry, and by the time of the 1901
census, 23 per c e nlationahderte agk di tsverfiguowak i ng p 0O |
employed in the confectiery industry**Yor k 6s younsgcowbr ki ng cl ¢
i ncreasingly take advantage of free ti me
leisure opportunitieg-ollowing the outbreak of war in 191t#he military presence in

York vastly increasedand high troop concentrations facilitated greater sodabili

®Hartshome 6 The Street and the Perception of Public
% The History of York: From Earliest Times to the Year 2@@0 byPatrickNuttgens(Pickering:

Blackthorn Press,2001) p. 1. A notable exception to this 1is
respectability ad the working class; Masterfhe Respectdlity of Late Victorian Workers.

“0The History of Yorkp. 1and RowntreePoverty: A Study of Town Ljf. vi.

“l Census Return of England and Wales, 1901
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between young men and womemnCern aboutnoral conduct in the city grew, and

working-class use of space was increasingly monitéted.

3. Reconstructing street life

A study of young working people and the city brings a number of methodological
chalenges. Sources are often patchy, inconsistent and incomplete, and almost all
produced by adults; both institutional accounts commenting critically on young
people, or adult narrators recalling their experiences of youth at a much later date.
Much of the gidence used here is produced by institutional sources, which can
certainly help to illuminate concerns about young people and the urban environment,
but it would be all too easy to simply produce a history of the ways adults tried to
control the behaviousf young people. This thesis attempts to go beyond this,
considering how the young working class understood and engaged with their city.
The recreation of street life is achieved by combining references from across the
different records used, allowing atdiled picture of particular spaces and

individuals to emerge. Material related to the operation of local governance,
however, can tell us much about the conc
young people gathered and socialised. Civic aridipg records supply accounts of
those occasions when workhatass life collided with the law and penal institutions.
Police files, particularly the service and character books, raise interesting questions
about the surveillance and regulation of evepfifa, and the relationship between
individual police officers and the community they were policing. Coupled with the
often animated accounts reported in local newspapers, such records can provide a
picture of the vibrant street life in the city. Destiops of drunkenness, obstruction

and nuisance cases give an insight into the lives of young working people, and
newspaper reports of the police court and assizes proceedings appeared daily in the
York Heraldand regularly in th&' orkshire GazetteThe lo@l press played an

important role in stigmatising certain types of behaviour, and also in explaining the

“2|n 1917 the Penitentiargociety reported h atst bedes are watched regul ar|l
Archives (YCA), York Penitentiary Society, Acc. 212, Annual Reports, 1917.
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city to both visitors and residents. Newspaper reports are not neutral sources, but a
0highly problematic soci al lepnslmpmymenond; |
perceptions of the city, and must be read carefully in order to uncover assumptions

and prejudice$® Coverage focused particularly on crime and disorderly behaviour,

but can also provide clues about more mundane everyday activities, and close

attention to social and cultural contexts can provide one safeguard against the

problematic nature of this source.

Evidence from the records of the York
Society as it was officially termed, has also been utilised. Ogarfstl5, the
Ref uge was t he pr i mariyYork desmte theexistedcéad@a | en w
number of other institutions in the city, and is the only long term shelter for which
detailed evidence has survived. While the Annual Reports presentedgiofage
sincerely repentant young girls who voluntarily placed themselves in the home for
two years of industrial training and moral education, to be returned, fully repentant,
to their friends and family or plsaced in
and notes that provide a more detailed and revealing picture. These notes include
admission details for the girls who came to the Refuge, although unfortunately
comprehensive notes do not survive for the entire period of this study. It is, of
course, esier to find documentary evidence of misconduct than it is to establish
what was understood as O6nor mal &8 behavi oul
inevitably more attention is paid to exceptional events or the transgressions of young
people brought bere the magistrates, but the records are also about ordinary people
living ordinary lives, and misconduct can also tell us about the norms of acceptable
behaviour. Due to the nature of the sources consulted for this study, there is at times
an unavoidablemphasis oncrime,sekal cour ti ng rel ati,onship

although oral history and autobiography sources have been used to help balance this.

Census information from the 1881, 1891, 1901, 1911 and @B8&%us of
England and Walelas been awsulted. The limitations of this source have been
explored in detail by historians, but here it provides additional demographic and

occupational dat&’ Contemporary social surveys have also been utilised, primarily

43 Aled JonesPress, Politics and Societi History of Journalism in Wald€ardiff: University of

Wales Press, 1993), p. 178.

4 Nineteenthcentury Society: Essays in the Use of Quantitative Methods for the Study of Socjal Data
ed. byE. A. Wrigley (London: Cambridge University Press, 1972)ggs has pointed out ambiguities
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the detailed investigation into the livesf Yor kés wor ki ng cl ass ¢
Seebohm Rowntree at the turn of the twentieth century, but later surveys have also

been consulted alongside the detailed records kept by Edmund Smith, the York

Medical Officer of Health. The historiography of saldnvestigatiori which draws

upon the work of Rowntree alongside Charles Booth, Arthur Bowley and others, has
largely presented an examination of the analytical content of these investigations, but

it is also possible to draw upon the mass detail coadanithin such studies.

As with Paul Th o nMpesklwadsnshenmpjarity ofi e ws f 0|
first-hand accounts used in this study were written or recorded many years after the
fact* The oral history testimony illuminates the individual experiench@s¢ who
were themselves young working people in the early years of the twentieth century,
and is taken from the York Oral History Project (YOHP), a collection of over 600
interviews gathered by the York Oral History Society, a group of local historians
who have carried out interviews with local resitéesince 1982and have published
selections of these in local history publicatidh$he small samplef interviews
used here are taken from residents who grew up in the city in the very last years of
the nneteenth century and the first part of the twentieth, with many talking about
their very early memories of the perj@hdsuch accounts must contend with the
hazy world of early memories, and are informed by the experiences of a twentieth
century where meh has changetl.The debates around using oral testimony as an
historical source have been comprehensively explored by a number of historians.
However, issues relating to memory and distortion, interviewing methods and
community history are particularlyeptinent in the case of the YOHP. The transcript
collection includsinterviews conducted in the early 1980s with respondents born in
the late nineteenth century. All the interviews took place long after the events many
narrators are asked to recollect.dPinder spoke about her teenage years in the
Hungate and Walmgate districts, but was 92 at the time of her interview. Fred
Milburn was born in 1894, and interviewed in 1983 about events which happened in

in the enumeration of wo me niénsanw\Warkknthe Blineteehthg gs, 6 Wc
Cent ur y 8istorysWoskshapdqurnal3 (1987), p. 23.

> Paul ThompsoriThe Edwardians: The Remaking of British Socfetndon: Routledge, 1992)

“6Yor k Oral Hiwsw.yorkoralhiStorgargeuk [gcoessed0 July 2013

“"ForexampleMr Al |l an noted 61 picture his face, but |
getting old you see, you forget things. A |ot of
8 See in particular the journaBral History Revievand Oral History. A variety of anthologies have

been published considering the theory, method and use of oral history, incli@ir@ral History

Readered. by R. Perks and A. Thoms(lrondon: Routledge, 1998).
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the early twentieth centufij.Issues of selectivmemory and reliability have been
examined elsewhere, but it is important to consider the distortions memories are
subjected to, especially with elderly interviewd&$he passage of time undoubtedly
changes a narratoro0s peatmmpreesand e, and c al
viewpoints. Many of the former residents of Hungate and Walmgate recall fondly the
community spirit that characterised life in these poor districts, but this must be
placed into the context of a community that was subsequently splitaygthslum
clearances and often moved to council houses on the outskirts of tFeMitgnory

is not just a passive depository of facts, but an active process of creation of
meanings? However, it could be argued that these perceptions and distortiors are a
important as actual events. Interviews are prone to distortion, yet so is any other
historical data, and the oral souréeshen taken as a grouipcan reveal much about

life from the perspective of those who lived in the poor districts of Hungate and

Wamgate, or socialised in the streets and public spaces of York.

Unfortunately, the YOHP has made no attempt to engage with critical
perspectives on oral history and rarely offers detailed contextual information about
its interviewees. There is very littivareness of the broader seemnomic
conditions in Yorkshire, or Britain, and there are few critical questions asked about
the broader themes of social life. Interviews are replete with stories about local
characters and particular places, but therearspto be little understanding of how
these details might add up. The YOHP may
peopled, but they do little mor &Thehan pr
oral testimony does reveal a great deal about indaislubjectivity, although a lack
of biographical information makes this more difficult to capitalise upon. These
broader contexts need to be drawn out through comparison with other documentary
sources in order to actually provide further insights intdittes of those who lived

and worked in York in the early years of the twentieth century.

“9 Interview withAnnie Pinder, born 1904ndFred Milburn, bon 1894, YOHP

®JohnA. Neuenschweander, 6Remembrance-Teh Things Pa:
Me mo rTlge®ral History Revievg (1978), 4553 and NeaR. Norr i ck, oO6Tal ki ng Ab:
Remembering and Forgetfulness in Oral History InteevwQrd History Review32:2 (2005) 120,

both explore the issue of long term memory in oral history interviews.

*1|n particular N Fearns, born 1918nd Alice Buterworth, born 1908 p o k e a benyiodyh ow 6 e
hel ped everybody el sed, YOHP.

2pAlessandoPor t el | i, 6What Mak e JheOralHistoriReaslarm 89y Di f fer en
*3York Oral History SocietyYork MemoriesNine FirstHand Accaints of Life in York, 1960939

(York: York Oral History Project, 1994
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Questions must also be raised about the interview proces¥.dHP selects
the respondents, shapes the testimony and gives it its final published format and
context.In many cases, interviews have not been approached with rigour, and
demonstrate little attempt to represent a eeesgion of the community. Paul
Thompson attempted to ensure his research was broadly representative of early
twentiethcentury social struate by taking a quota sample of 44 informants based
on the census categories of 191The YOHP uses a small selection of interviewees
i their sample inevitably limited by the later date of the prdjextd presents their
experiences as typical of all reents of the area. The interview questions are not
always included in the transcripts, (and never in the publications), and are often
leading®” Interviews are largely structured around the-lifstory of the individual
narrator. The transcripts themsedvare often incomplete or inaccurate, with place
names repeatedly misspelt. There is no attempt to record the tone, pacing or
inflection of the speaker, and when dialects are noted, there is no consistency across
the transcripts. Many of these issues noldalerive from the YOHP being a
voluntary project, and interviews are often recorded and transcribed by a broad
section of volunteers with varying experience. Often volunteers are drawn from the
same local community, and interviewers regularly infuse thsion of the past into
the interview; telling respondents about their own experiences and asking if
respondents 6 r°Ehere andatso cases imwhichyttie darrator is
clearly trying to tell the interviewer what they believe he or she warttear’ The
power of the interviewer to manipulate and distort has been well documented, and in
this local historians encounter particular probléfiEhe interviews represent a
conversational narrative, and it is important that this is reflected in theth t
transcripts and publications. The context of each transcript depends very much on
the interviewer, their questions, dialogue and aim, and this is not satisfactorily

explored in the YOHP collectioiowever, he oral history material casffer a

** Thompson;The Edwardians

*°In one example, the interviewer asks Annie Butler if she thinks women have a better life now,

before answering her own question with o6l think t
andthen asking Annie to comment. Interview with Annie Butler, born61§3DHP.

* This is evident in the interviews withnnie Pinder, born 1904 and Lousia Aldrich, born 1919,

YOHP.

Nel | Fear ns, Wasthatalnght@afet describingsthe areadf Hungate in which she
grew up.Interview with Nell Fearns, bori918, YOHP.
*william L. Land and laurieK. Mer ci er, 6Getting it Down Right:

hi st or y OraleHssterg Revidwh?2, (1984), 8199.
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glimpseinto workingclass experiences and attitudes, and interviews arehesetd
inform and enrich rather than as a solid basis for firm concludigiesmation on

respondents is provided ihe appendix.

It is important to consider the institutional coxteewhich generated these
sources, particularly the records of the Penitentiary, police files, and newspaper and
court reports. All too often they present episodic and fragmentary narratives,
although by bringing together evidence from the various soorgésed above, it is
possible to begin to piece together a detailed picture of young weslasg street
i fe. I't is young peopleds perception of
explores, considering their engagement with the environméateohineteenth and
early twentieth century York, and how assumptions about the meanings of space
were contested and controlled. Reading the various sources together and against each
other allovs for a greater understanding of the spatial and behaviexpariences of
the young people of the city. While a wide range of source material has been
consulted, in no sense can these records be considered ta sifaightforward
accoulowl 6 €& . Thasodrces are in places contradictory and confusing,
and throughout filtered through the perceptions of those generating the material.
What they can offer, however, is an intriguing commentary on how the residents of
York perceived space, and how the young working class used, understood and
engaged with theity.

While the account of young workirgjass life presented here aims to be a
comprehensive study, constraints of space and the limitations of the source material
mean that omissions remain. The most notable silence in the sources is the voice of
thoseyoung working men and women who looked to experiment with and exhibit
same sex love and desire. Matt Cook has noted that in London homosexual men
could increasingly be identified by their presence in particular spaces, and in much
the same way that youngterosexual couples could take advantage of public space
for sociability and intimacy, the city could provide opportunities for young
homosexual men and wom&hy or k6s | oc al press reported
trials and scandalous cases, but the ladkaz detail is striking in its absen&®lt

would appear that those in York who wished to meet partners of the same sex had to

%9 Cook, Londonandthe Culture of Homosexuality,p.8.
% For exampleYork Herald,2 May 1888, 6 April 1895 and 27 May 1895.
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carve out their own opportunities, and operated with discretion, rendering them all

but invisible to the historian.

Conclusion

The focus of this thesis, then, is how through their leisure and courtship activities the
young working class of York engaged with their environment of the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century city. The central theme of the study is how we can
undestand the interactions between space, ydeisire,and courtship, considering

how the young working class used the city as a resource to meet their own needs,
and attempted to impress upon it theirown desifes.r k 6s young men and
attempted to mke some parts of the city their own; defending the streets of Hungate
and Walmgate as territory, or claiming Coney Street on Saturday and Sunday
evenings, but this thesis does not simply consider these places in isdlhgdirst
chapter will begin wit a tour of the city, utilising a broad range of sources to

recreate the urban environment of late nineteenth and early twentieth century York,
hoping to impart something of a sense of space and place and support the themes
considered in subsequent chagptdris chapter will further reflect upon a number of
theoretical arguments about space and place and consider how to relate the realities
of everyday life to these more abstract ideas about space and social relations.

Chapter two codsinmberds stth écodinginpifc arlo r k
particular on the squalor, overcrowdjrgnd lack of personal space which withessed
leisure and courtship increasingly move out of the home and neighbourhood. It will
further consider the way these areas were represbgiteewspapers, social surveys,
court reports and health inspections, and reflect upon how the young people who
lived and socialised in thidistrictinteracted withideas about their neighbourhood
and the sense of ownership they could feel over itststiidee following chapter
explores how the young working class of York engaged with the leisure
opportunities available to them. There were those in the city who believed that
leisure activities should promote moral values and teach good character, cogdemn
certain recreations as trivial at best, and at worst, damaging to both individual and
society. Chapter three traces the Owhol e:
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amusement sdé available to young peopl e, al
movedoutsid t he Osocial control & and resistan
working-class leisure. Young people were not passive consumers of leisure; they

made active choices and took advantage of a range of opportusmgssyingvith

both the 0dantgsebr oaunsd adnwhsoel neesno me i nf |l uence

offer.

The fourth chapter on regulating behaviour in the public spaces of the city
explores the notion of public space and how it was perceived in late nineteenth and
early twentieth century York. It examim@ow the street was invested with meanings
that both reflected and structured social practices, and is based on a close study on
the actions of the pice and civic authoritieghe groups who largely enforced
regulations concerning the social and physecevironment of the street. A range of
behaviours gambling, loitering, fighting, drunkenness and sweariage examined
to consider the ways in which the police, magistrates and reform institutions
attempted to control the urban space in which youngppé e 6 s s oci al rel a
out. Chapter five builds on this analysis to focus on the gendered nature of street
surveillance and regulation, considering in particular the role of female reform
intuitions like the York Penitentiary Society, as weltl@spolice and magistrates.
Expectations and concerns about workatgss use of space reflected the prevailing
gender ideology, and the public presence of women was persistently identified with

disorderly sexuality, particularly in the evenings.

The finalchapter considers how the young working class of York challenged
and changed the meanings of public space, with a particular focus on the Coney
Street O mapopuayyouthicustdm that saw young people parade up and
down the street on Saturday édnday evenings, socialising with friends and
showing off in front of the opposite sex. Through their repeated social activities, the
young working class of York were able to negotiate a new understanding of this
particular public space. Finally, in consion,the episodes and experiences
examined in the thesis are drawn together to highlight the active role that the young
working class of York played in understanding and engaging with their environment,
and it is argued that studying the young workatass through the prism of space can
provide valuable insights into everyday life, and further develop historical

understandings of the ways in which people and places interact.
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CHAPTER ONE

0 POOR, PROUD AND PRETTYO0: YORK I N 1
AND TWENTIETH CENT URIES

Introduction

The young people of York used the streets and public spaces of the city to meet,
stroll and socialise, and how the young working class experienced their city is a
central concern of this study. What was going on in the streets kf Wbat did

they look like; how accessible were they; how did people behave in them? How did
the young working class of York understand and engage with their environment?
Space is of central importance to this examination of the leisure and courtship
actv t i es of Yorkdos young wor ki nhgmecl ass. TI
family, work, leisure, courtship, community, all took place in physical locations, but
these were also cultural spaces framing social interaction. The everyday life of the
city wasconstructed around rituals of space, time and season, and it is essential to
relate the more abstract ideas about space and social relations with the realities of
everyday life. The young working class of York actively used the city as a resource
to meettheir own needs, and this study reflects on how the public and
neighbourhood spaces of the city shaped, and were shapediblgisiuee and

courtship activities.

It is important to explore the urban environment of late nineteenth and early
twentieth cetury York before being able to consider what meaning this space had
for the residents of the city, and how these meanings were communicated, controlled
and contested. Specific spaces and places are discussed below in some depth, aiming
to present sufficiendetail to provide something of a sense of place, and support
subsequent explorations of how the streets and public spaces of York were
experienced and understood. As Patrick Joyce states, when attempting to convey
some sense of the lived experience oity, it is perhaps no bad thing to have lived

there; and my own explorations of York and its streets, neighbourhoods, buildings,
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and parks have been instrumental to this study, opening up the city and at times

of fering glimpseS of Yorko6és recent past

1. Space and jace

Space is a powerful concept, and it shapes behaviour in profound ways. It is the
context for the way people act, thjrdnd feel. The ways in which a particular

society assigns meaning to the physical environment has been examined by
geographers as dictated by cultural beliefs rather than any intrinsic aspect of space
itself2 Space is not neutral, it is a product, created by social relationships which
dictate how it is organised and given mearfiktpw was space perceived in late
nineteenth and early twentieth century York, and how did the younidsing class of

York producetheir space?

The term O6spaced has been used to ref
between words on a page to the expanse of the unknown universe, as welljas bein
the subject of an abundant literature from varied discipfif&gries on space
occupy over two full pages in ti@xford English Dictionaryand it is used to mean
di fferent things, and dif f°Agidemifiedidi sci pl i |
cortributions to thedrum&t Home and in the Workplace: Domestic and
Occupational Space in Western Europe from the Middle@&ges s pace has bee
S0 many meanings and qualities that it is hard to know for surewahgd notbe

space; it encompassesians, representation, communication, meaning, distance,

! patrick JoyceThe Rule of Freedom: Liberalism and the Modern Qiyndon: Verso, 2003), p. 9.
2 David Harvey,Social Justice and the Cifizondon: Edward Arnold, 1973); EdwaRElph,Place
and Placelessnegtondon: Pion, 1976); RoBhields,Places on the Margin: Alternative
Geographies of Modernitft ondon: Routledge, 1991) antiF. Tuan,Space and Place: The
Perspective of Experien¢Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1977).

% Lefebvre, The Productia of Space

* Thereis a wealthof literature that questions the notion of space, its definitions and varieties, as well
as its importance to human activity and communities, and this chapter engages \ifleyukey
works.The approach to space and gachich underpins this study is informed by several spatial
theories while adhering to no one in particular, althotghprrincipal works of Lefebvre and de
Certeau have been particularly influentlagéfebvre, The Production of Spa@ndMichel de Certeau
The Practice of Everyday Liferans. S. Rendall (Londok/niversity d California Press, 1988

® Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd egrepared byl.A. Simpson and E.S.C. Weiner (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1989). Hereafter referred ©OED.
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virtuality, and materiality. Across all disciplines, the work of French social theorists

has inspired an increasing focus on space, and following the translation of Henri

L e f e bThe Rrodlection oSpacg1991),the ways historians have thought about

space has changed in a number of ways. Space is not an inert background for actions

and products; rather it is the outcome of a complex interplay between the way it is

used, the way it is representedidahe way it is conceivedSpace urban space,

social space, physical space, experiential spas@ot just the staging of
reproductive requirements, but Opart of 1
t he c a < 6eographets buahtad Donedassey, David Harvey, Neil Smith

and Edward Soja have all argued that space is a product of social relations and

processes rather than a neutral and empty container to b€ fill&hcial Justice

and the Citf(1973)Har vey proposedwhatati otdhpagad st mt
replaced by the question Ahow is it that
use of distinctive €& spaces?06 and it 1is
human interaction and behaviour that is central to thifysflWere the spaces and

pl aces in which the | eisure and courtshi|
played out simply a location for these activities, or did the space itself shape the

activitiesi and what does this relationship reveal about tlegainteractions and
experiences of Yorkdéds young wage earner s’
spaces in turn constrain, enable and modify those practices. Space is not inert, but a
fundamental and changing part of everyday life, one whicHimsately connected

to soci al rituals and activities. O&6Spati:;
exists in both substantial forms (concrete spatialities) and a set of relations between

i ndi viduals and groups, anafiemboedi mesedf.

®LeifJerramp Space: A Usel ess Cat eHdisaryyandfTieeory5H8 st or i c al A
(2013),40¢419 and Gerd Schwer hof f, 6Spaces, Pl aces, ar
Ger man P e HistqpyeandtTheorghd: 3 (2013), 420132,

" Peter Arnade, Mana C. Howell and VlterSi mo n s , O6Fertile Spaces: The P
Space i n No rJauma of mterdisciplinapyédidtory32:4 (2002), 51-8.

8AndyMer ri field, o6Henr i L efThiking3paceed byBoCtanggad N.st i n S|
Thrift (London: Routledge, 2000)p. 167-182.

° DoreenMasseySpace, Place and Gend@ambridge: Polity, 19941arvey,Social Justice and the

City; Neil Smith,Uneven Development:ature, Capital and theProduction ofSpace(Oxford:

Blackwell, 198l) and ElwardS o j a, 0 R:dewasrdsearSpatiabsadsOntholdgy Human

Geography:An EssentialAnthology ed. byJ. Agnew, D N. Livingstone and A. Roge(©xford:

Blackwell Publishers, 1996), pp. 6535.

% Harvey,Social Justice and the Citg. 14.

" Soja, p.625.
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The use of gender as an analytical tool resulted in a particularly sustained
examination of the role of space and place in past and present societies.
Anthropologist Henrietta Moore was one of the first to examine the relationship
betwesn gender and space, analysing the ways men and women, as well as
conventional notions of masculinity and femininity, were defined across both time
and spacé? Feminist geographers such as Doreen Massey and Gillian Rose also
maintain that space is produdaeyland productive of gender relations, and criticised
geographers including Harvey and Soja for ignoring how gender transforms space
and society. For Massey Ospace and pl ace,
¢ are gender ed tGermler wlatiors wate conktitudiby hisés.of
space and played a part in determining spatial practic€styiof Dreadful Delight
(1992), Judith R. Walkowitz highlights the ways in which urban spaces were classed
and gendered, and restates that rather eimeempty and neutral background to
actions, space was an active element in the constitution of social idefitiGender

is embedded in the social and spatial practices of the city.

Space, then, is understood as the context for human interactiorssiuh
more than simply an empty vessel or backdrop to social relations. Space actively
structures the way people behave, while it in turn is shaped by repeated social
practices. The idea of space primarily as a setting for urban life is common in
histoiical research, and for many the interest of the townscape lies in what it reflects
about social attitudes or economic trends rather than how it acts to structure these
attitudes Andy Croll in his examination of popular culture and public space in
Merthyr Tydfil describes how the streets and public spaces were used for social
activities, but does not say much about the links between space and society, and
nothing about how the nature of particular places may have influenced activities.
Colin Pooley also netd the complete absence of maps or photographs in the study,

with no attempt to convey any sense of what the uspbaces of Merthyr looked

2 Henrietta L. MooreFeminism and Anthropologfambridge: Polity Press, 1988) aBpace, Text

and Gender: A Anthropological Study of the Marakwet of Kerfiyandon: Guilford, 1999).

3 DoreenMasseySpace, Place and Gender. 3; Gilian Rose and Miles Ogborn,
Hi st or i c alJouthal ofglistaripahGedgraphy,4: 4 (1988), 408109 andGillian Rose,

Feminism and Geography: The Limits of Geographical Knowlé@genbridge: Polity Press, 1993).

14 JudithR. Walkowitz,City of Dreadful Delight: Narratives ofSexualDanger inLate-Victorian

London(London: Virago Press, 19948.o0r f ur t her di scussion of Wal kowt
was rooted in the social and spatial practices of late nineteenth and early twentiethYerkusee

chapter five.
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like.'® Other historians have taken on space more directly; examining its importance

in both a range of specific ennjgial contexts and in a broader theoretical séfse.

Like spaceplacecan range in scale from the favourite comfy old rocking
chair by the fireplace to the whole of planet earth, and in the geographical literature,
place has been given several meanifids.its most fundamental everyday usage,
place has been used synonymously with location, but such a definition belies its
conceptual complexity. Place is a changing and contested concept, and there have
been considerable debates about its ndfifellowing Yi-Fu Tuan, humanistic
geographers have seen place as space mad:
undifferentiated space becomes place as we get to know it better and endow it with
val drléace is experienced, felt aitd sensed
used a rfdtislalsoingartant to recognise, however, that constructions of
place are not natural; meanings of place can be used in regressive or reactionary
ways, but they can also be transgressed, contested, and résistek: space
becones place when invested with meanings, such meanings are not fixed; they are
always open to resistance and challenge. This study is concerned with how through

their leisure and courtship activities the young working class of York produced their

!5 Andy Croll, Civilising the Urban:Popular Culture andPublic $ace in Merthyr, c.1870914

(Cardiff: Universty of Wales Press, 2000) and Cofno o | ey , 6Space, Jamalofety and
Urban History,31:5 (2005),753-761 (p.759).

'8 For example, William H. Sewell, Jr, presents a systematic theoretical account of the role of space in
political contention, arguing that questions of space are crucial in making sense of both relatively

limited social movementand larger scial upheavals. Williant . Sewel | , Cahtentiqus 6 Space
Po | i t iSitescé and Yoice in the Study of Contentious Pqligidsby R. R. Aminzade et al

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 20@p),51 88. Christina Parolin examines the

relationship between radical activity and the spaces in which it operated in London from the 1790s to

the 1840s, noting how venues were turned into radical spaces by those who populated them, but that

the efect clearly worked both ways. ChristiRarolin,Radicd Spaces: Venues of Popular Politics in

London, 179@1845(Acton: Australian National University Presz010).

YYi-Fi Tuan, 6Space and P albilesophHmuGeagnaphged.byc Per spect
StepherGale and Gunnar OrssdBoston : D. Reidel, 979),pp. 387427 (p.387).

YFor a summary of some of t he siierndtierdaldicyelspacsia e Ti m
of Human Geographyd. byNigel Thrift and Rob Kitchenyol. 8 (Oxford: Elsevier, 2009), pp. 169

177.

9 Tuan,Space and Placéfhe Perspective of Experienge 6.

2 Cressvell, p. 172.

“David Harvey, O6From Sp &eflectionsonthelCartlitonafnd Back Agai
Post mod eMapping tiyed-utures: Local Cultures, Global Changd. byJon Bird, Barry

Curtis, Tim PutnamGeorge Roertson and Lisa Ticknétondon: Routledge, 1993) pp-22.The

home can be used as a key example; for some it is the ideal plaeewhere they can feel secure,

safe and loved, but it can also be the site of patriarchal authority or excludioor t hose who do
the ideal, such as the homeless or the nomadic. David Stkémgraphies of Exclusion: Society and

Difference in the Weg¢tondon: Routledge, 1995), p. 99.
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space; thenban environment of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century city,

and how they invested these places with their own meanings.

1.2 Walking in the city

I n 6Wal king in the citydé Michel de Cert e:
Centre in New Yk, argues that the city is generated by the strategies of

governments and institutional bodies who describe it as a unified Wietavever,

it is people walking in the streets who bring a city to life, and pedestrians and those

at street level move ind#cal ways, never fully determined by the plans of these

bodies, taking shortcuts and exploring the city in their own ways. Strategies are used

by those within organisational power structures, while tactics are employed by those

at street level, and aref@nsive and opportunistic, and seized momentarily within

both physical and psychological spatéBat i on a | and abstract 061
was being undertaken by social investigators and the civic authorities; various

groups set abobumsdeodr ¥iogorhaendand Edwa
bring understanding and order to * he cit:
The nature of the records means that in recreating the urban environment of late
nineteenth and early twentieth centurgrk, attention is inevitably focused on the

authoritative view of the city presented by statistical and social surveyors, or on
transgressions or exceptional events which were reported in the newspapers or

featured in court reports. It is easy to lose saftthe fact that the streets and public

spaces of the city were primarily the setting for everyday social interactions.
OEveryday I ife consists of the Ilittle thi

gestures, noises and smells are much hardeade through the historical recdtt.

Z de CerteauThe Practice of Everyday Life
Ibid.
*Fred Milbourn,atenager in the Edwardian years, described
district. Interview with Fred Milburn, born 1894, YOHP.or f ur t her di scussion of
districts of York were identified and interpreted, see chapter two, pg3.83th Foucault and
Lefebvre have observed how western cities became subject to new kinds of statistical knowledge from
the early nineteenth centufyoucaulé s anal yses of surveillance and i
knowledge is particularly relevatd the discussion here. Lefebviidhe Production of Spaand
Michel FoucaultDiscipline and PunishThe Birth of the Prisortrans. Alan Sheridan (London:
Penguin, 1991).
% Fernand BraudeCivilization and Capitalism, 15th18th Gentury: Vol. I. The Strture of Everyday
Life, trans by Sidn Reynold (London: Collins, 1981), p. 29.
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A street map may provide a plan of an organised and idealised reality, while

R o wn t Pogeetydnap divided the city into distinct zones, separating the poorest
districts of the cityahtokheepbpreg ctchhabodt

walking create a number of different and less ordered paftéftistorians have

traced the practice of walking in the city, from the trudge of the policeman walking

his beat, to the lounge of aristocratic walkers of leishieprisk and efficient march

of the middleclass commuter, and the activities of specialist streetwalkers; those

who plied their trade in the streets and public spaces of th& ilych less is
known, however, about the walking activities of young peolpbr the young

working class in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, walking was a

feature of life. They strolled, promenaded, cruised, loitered, skulked and tramped

across the city. They walked through the city as part of their everydayesut
travelling between home and work, visiting friends, or simply meeting up and

wal king the streets. From the 1890s

the factory on Haxby Road, ready to start work at half past seven, though if they

t he

werelae 6when you got there theydd sl am t he

meaning the | os s Thefyouhgdrish farnalabduseys éviso livediny e .

Walmgate but worked as far afield as Tollerton and Wheldraks have

undertaken aaily round tripof up to twenty mile$® York Oral History Project

(YOHP) respondents speak frequently of walking as a leisure activity; Stan and Lily

Hall wal ked from Hungate to Heslington,

around busy central streets of the éftyMany of the young working class led a

largely pedestrian existence, and patterns of work, consumption and leisure meant

that they could cover vast sections of the city every week. Of course, the exact routes

taken by young people through the city cannodti@wvn, in some cases they must

have taken the most direct route from A to B, but in others they may have taken

more meandering journeys, taking in particular sites, going through specific streets,

and walking past certain places.

% de Certeau, pp. 91110 and Rowntred?overty: A Study of Town LifSee also figure 14.

“For example, see Oliver Betts, 0f Kroodonbafge
t he Fi r st Urbdao Histaty GvdaprAénual Conferen@eniversity of Wolverhampton27
March 2015); Joanna Guldi, O6The History of

London, 18081851, The Journal of Modern Historg4: 1(2012), 116144 and Finnegamoverty
and Prostitution.

%8 Interview with Ada Cade, born 1893, YOHP.

% See chapter three, p.p. 1234.

% Interview withStanHall born 1911and Lily Hall, born 1912, YOHP.
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The movement of peoplertbugh space and time interacted to shape both
individual and group experiences, and the spatiality of the city. As de Certeau
argues, the city is created by peopl eds |
space. Pedestrian mo vV lesysemstwhosd existemce infact e o f
mak e s u p* Actlores ofavalking ia the city were central to the production of
urban space, and as the young working class of York walked through the city they
traversed neighbour hoodr awmgh fpairbd 9 & ampd céep
streetso of the city. The interpretation
literature? and urban historians have explored how the physical and social dynamics
of public space played a vital role in the formatidmublic culture® Civic spaces,
streets, markets, and parks have been examined as expressions of achievement and
aspiration, as sites of encounter and of the formation of civic culture, as well as
significant spaces of political deliberation and struggte Simon Gunn, public
space was defined not only by its functional or spatial dimensions, but by its
identification with modernity and power. Widened and improved streetsfamts e
to keepthemclean, in good repair and walldered gave visual clués public
space, and also served as reminders of auttiffiyese public spaces consisted of
areas that were open and accessible to all residents, but freedom of the streets did not
equate with license to behave as one wisheétse of public spaces reqeit
compliance with a particular set of behavioural expectations. Appropriate behaviour
could be enforced by the police, although conformity was also promoted as part of

the civic ideal; 6in this city of*free m

What is important about space and place is not only where it is, but also its
location in relation to other spaces. In their everyday activity, young people moved

through new spaces, and could bring characteristics of one space into another, one of

3L de Certeawp. 97.

32 See for examplePublic andPrivate in Thought and Practice: Perspectives on a Grand Dichgtomy
ed. byJeff Weirtraub and Krishan KumdChicago:University of Chicago Press, 1990y a range of
articles exploring the mutable character of the public/private dichotomy.

$Kate Hill, 6 T h o r ombgell Wighthel spirit of Ancient Greeceybolism andSpace in
VictorianCivic Cu | t u Geander, Civic Culture and Consumerisitiddle-Classldentity in

Britain, 1806194Q ed. byAlan Kidd and David Nicholl{Manchester: Manchestemiyersty Press,
1999), pp. 99111; Simon GunnThePublic Culture of theVictorian Middle Class Ritual and

Authority in the Englisiindustrial City, 18401914 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2000)
and Richard Dennigities in Modernity: Representatis and Reproductions of Metropolitan Space,
18401 1930(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008).

% Gunn,The Public Culture of the Victorian Middle Clagm. 446.

% Croll, Civilising the Urbanpp. 6469.

% Joyce pp. 8687.
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the reasons why the civic authorities were so concerned over working class use of
respectable city centre streets. For Colin Pooley it is essential that studies of space
and society should consider not only the home, or the street, or the square, but also
the elationship between these spaces, and the ways in which characteristics of space
and place were moulded by movements through sPd@emestic space was nested
within neighbourhood space, which was often part of a larger district space.

Domestic and work sces could also be leisure space. It is important, then, to also
consider how the young working classes of York moved through the spaces of the

city in order to understand their experiences of urban life.

2. York

Founded at the junction of the Rivers @@nd Foss, the fortress of Eboracum

became one of the most important cities of Roman Britain. A permanent settlement
developed around the fortress, and by the later second century the city had swiftly
expanded; with streets being laid out and public Ingisland private houses
constructed on the slopes above the Ouse. As the provincial capital, and a busy port,
Eboracum was a bustling city that became widely regardtteasecond city of the
kingdom® York further prospered during the later medievalas#&oth an important
trading town and the admistrative centre of Yorkshire, and this period left its mark

on the city with stone and timber; withessing the completion of the Minster, and a
number of churches rebuilh his first edition oBritannia (1586), William Camden
noted that o6éYork is the secondganiandy of
i ndeed t he *Whileits econdmic imporéance began to wane, in the
eighteenth century York firmly cemented its place as the social captted north of
Engl and. Francis Drake considered ther
and el egant to | i%Wwhilthe physical groweh ofahie tity o f
was relatively restricted during this period, attempts to create arntiattrac

%" Pooley,6 Spacieet YSoan,p.760i st or y o

% JohnHutchinson and D. M. PalliseY,ork (Edinburgh: John Bartholomew and Son Ltd, 19808
and PatrickNuttgens,York: The ContinuingCity (London: Faber, 1976p. 31.

®wiliamCa md e n, 6(E86)inYark Asifiay&aw It: From Alcuin to Lord Esheed. byD.
M. and Mary PallisefYork: Sessions Trust, 1979), 23.

“0 FrancisDrake,Eboracum or, the History and Antiquities of the City of Yor&printedwith a new
introduction by K.J. Allison(Wakefield: EP Publishg, 1978 [1736]), p. 241.
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environment to appeal to the gentry who increasingly congregated in the city saw

York undergo a process of oO6qualitative ul
wide avenues and public squares frequented by the elite and the dank and

overcrowdechr eas traditionally inhabited by th
marked* Street widening and improvement schemes improved accessBtakiee
StreetAssembly Roomsgrected in 1732andthee r ee | i nedWadkpr d May o
built in 1718, was quickly folwed by New Walk¢onstructeds a place for the

gentry to promenadalong the east bank of the River OuBlee Corporation was

spending feely on improvements to the city, and they continued to spend

considerable sums for maintenance of the New WaRoad were paved, streets

were lit and the Knavesmire was drained at the expense of the Corporation, who
promoted the values of, and provided a Vv
pressures of wurban | ivingé, aw®edtoakhe cul t i

place in the social spaces of the urban lo&ale.

The spaces and places of polite society restructured the urban built
environment of eighteenth century York, but the subtext of this improvement was
segregationThe wide avenues of Bootham and tjemteel entertainment that took
place in the Assembly Rooms could hardly hbgen more different from the dar
and overcrowded streets of the Hungate and Walmgate districts, which for many
commentators came to embody vice andgsty. Sreet widening anéighting
schemes had little impact on the poorer districts of theiait}/878 theyork Herald
reported on 6l oud | aughter6é6 amongst the
repaving the streets of the Hungate district was an urgently needéd Task.
directors of the Assembly Roomsotosteps to prevent the workictasses from
enjoying the facilitesat t empting to | imit servantsoé a
entertainmentand the Corporation attemptedsuppress any activities that did not
chimewi t h t he New Wa |l*Kaditionally bniate@ used tmybniasyn ¢ e .
working-class residents for swimming addying laundry, in 1742 the Corporation

“! Eighteenth Century York: Culture, Space and Sogityby Mark Hallett and Jane Rendlbrk:
University of York Publications, 2003, 6.

“2YCA, Minutes of Full Council, Y/COU/1/1, House Book 43, 28 February 1739.
“R.HSweet, O6Topogr apransaet®ns ofthe Roydl Histodcal Sacist (2002),
355374 (p. 355).

“4York Herald,6 July 1878.

“*Eighteenth Century York. 8.
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Figure 2. Museum Stretgoking towards the Minster £8880. When the Poor Law

Guardians proposeadoving their offices here in 1859 they were met with a flurry of protest.
Image courtesy of Imagine York Photographic Archive (Imagine York), YCA,
<www.exploreyork.org.uk/client/en_GB/yorkimages/> [accessed 12 July 2013].

placed adverts in the local pap@rohibiting people exposing themselves in the

water 6within the®view of t he New Wal ko.

The development of increasingly segregata@as continued through the
nineteenth century and well into the twentieth. WherPtiar Law Guardians
proposed movingieir offices to Museum Street in 1859 they were faced with a
flurry of protest. Both th& orkHerald andthe YorkshireGazetteeceived numerous
complaints from residents concerned that the offices would be too close to the
theatre, the Assembly RoomMuseum Gardenand perhaps most importantlthe
houses occupied by the more affluent residents of theTdig/Lord Mayor also
expressed concern that the new |l ocation
communication between the infected districts andb#teer districts of the city, and
thus spré®ODhedips@aesdor summed up the pro

there are localities for the poor and industrious, and localities for the affluent and

“6 Minutes of Full Council, Y/COU/1/1House Bookt3, 14 July 1742
“"York Herald,10 September 1859.
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comparatively idle, and that it is for the comfort otloclasses to keep them as
di sti nct *®dtsvaspithghss ininindtdat one correspondent toGaeette
noted that déas many parties receiving rel
nei ghbourhood, a better site yorioffeted have |
an array of alternative | ocations; Othe |
York are in the neighbourhoods of Walmgate, Fossgate, Peasholme Green [Hungate]
and the Witer Lanesbo.

During the nineteenth century, York failed to indusisialn the same way as
many northern cities, and for much of the century the economy was geared around
agriculture and the service industAwhi | e Yor k may have O6neve
by the industriat evol uti ondé, the populyd'@titen of t he
time of the first census in 1801 the population was recorded as 16,846, increasing to
almost 78,000 a century later, and Table 1 shows population growth in the county
borough of York between 1831 and 1921. The city itself also grew in size,
incorporating a number of outlying villages and witnessing the development of a
number of housing areas outside the city walls. The railway brought jobs and
industry, employing approximately 5, 500 people by 1900, and they also enabled
Yor kds c¢ o ndeslopintonatienal dusinesses. The Terry, Rowntree and
Craven firms independently moved into confectionery, and York became a centre for
the production of cocoa and sweets. I n t |
dozen men at i tmses,Tbat byil@0d, @fter thd smave to a mew 24
acre site off Haxby Road, there were 2, 945 employees, many of them young, single
womenRowntree noted the 6l arge demand for
capable boy and girl can find employment in the fao r?iBy 191, confectionary
and the railways accounted for a quarter of all jobs in the city, and were a feature of

|l ife for many of Yorkdés families:

“8York Herald,10 September 1859.
“9Yorkshire Gazettd,0 September 1859.
* Alan Armstrong,Stability and Clnge in an English County Town:SAcial Sudy of York, 18051
(Cambndge Cambridge University Press, 1974).
K, E. TWhWitl ©£d n tYorkshire Gdzett&Jang 1919.
2 Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lifp, 11.
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Table 1
Population Growth in the County Borough of York, 183D21

Population within the Inter -censal
1893 boundaries increase
Persons Per-cent

1831 29, 020
1841 32,130 3,110 10.7
1851 40, 980 8, 850 27.5
1861 46, 225 5, 245 12.8
1871 51, 480 5,255 11.4
1881 62, 598 11,118 21.6
1891 67, 841 5, 243 8.4
1901 77,914 10, 073 14.8
1911 82, 282 4, 368 5.6
1921 84, 039 1, 757 2.1
Sour ce: Charl es Feinstein, 6Popul at i on, Occu

1 8 9 1¥York 18811981: 150 years of scientific endeavour and social chaedjeby

Charles FeinsteifYork: William Sessbns, 1981), p 113; anthe Victoria County History

of the Counties of England: A History of Yorkshire, The City of,orkbyP. M. Tillot

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961). 254 Hereafter referred to adCH, York.During

the nineteenth centutyher e wer e a number of different de
changes affected how the population was counted. This table considers the growth of the city
within a constant boundary, that of 1893.

Most of the girls and boys left school at tlge af fourteen and went either to
Rowntreebs, Terryds or the rail way
the three firms in particular ... espt

regular employment and good standard of livifig.

Confectiorery mandacturing and the railways may have dominated the York labour
market by the early years of the twentieth century, and they certainly provided the
major source of employment for the young men of the city (see Table 2), but
domestic service remained a largaployer for young women in this period. Table 3

*3 Charles Bean, born 1904, cited in Masters, p. 35.
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Table 2.

Occupations and Ages in the 1901 Census: Males

Occupation Ages of Males Total
10-14 1524 2544 4564 65+

Legal, barristers, 31 19 9 59

solicitors

Law clerks 6 54 51 11 3 125

Domestic service (hotels

lodgings and eating 3 33 22 11 1 70

houses)

Domestic service (other’ 8 29 27 13 77

Commercial or business 33 354 252 62 8 709

clerks

Conveyance of men, 10 866 1380 588 52 2896

good and messages on

railways

Iron-founders 50 85 41 8 185

Blacksmiths 4 113 252 115 11 495

Erectors, fitters, turners 197 321 128 21 673

Carpenters, joiners 13 350 408 292 43 1106

Bricklayers and 1 278 384 205 26 894

bricklayers labourers

Printers, lithographers 11 104 162 10 5 322

Food workers 101 666 417 130 16 1130

Food dealers 18 384 482 239 49 1172

Gas, water, electricity 1 30 82 54 13 180

Sanitary service 6 9 12 1 28

Source: A. J. PeacocKprk 19001914 (York: York Settlement Trust, 1992), pp.-38.
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Table 3.
Occupations and Ages in the 1901 Census: Females

Occupation Ages of Total
Females
1014 1524 2544 4564 65+

Domestic service (hotels 6 1 82 46 9 144
and eating houses

Domestic service (other) 108 1868 895 230 23 3124
Charwomen - - - - - 291
Laundry and washing 8 158 156 124 16 462
service

Teaching 6 229 195 44 7 481
Food workers 112 910 132 5 - 1159
Milliners, dressmakers 26 516 343 97 21 1003
Midwives 1 57 105 56 10 229

Source:Peacockyork 19001914 p. 37.

sets out female occupations as listed in the 1901 census, when 4@ehipei

women were employed in service, and of these 60-6qrarwere aged ten to twenty

four. On | eaving school at fourteen Ruth
motherwasg@ai nst it; Oyoudbre not going in no
youodbre goiftg in servicebd.

One YOHP respondent recalled that in

known as tipeot hr e oBAknavn o thpimcedsinggnémber

of visitors for its Minster, Shambles, walls abpars many would see next to nothing

of the slums of Hungater the overcrowded yards off the Walmgate thoroughfare.

Atthe turnofthecenturB. Seebohm Rown tPownrydAsStudyofc i al s
Town Lik (1901)revealed the grim reality of life in teepoor districtsas

throughout the nineteenth century the differences between the poor districts and the

* Interview with Ruth Redpath, born 1914, YOHP.
%5 Interview withMrs Raynolds, born 190 OHP.
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wide avenues and larger houses outside the city walls inhabited by more affluent
residents becamedreasingly pronouncel. As the betteoff moved into new

districts of workingclass housing in areas like Holgate Road, Nunnery Lane and the
Groves, social stratification became more firmly based on a geographical basis.
Areas like the Water Langdemolshed in 1881had earned a reputation for vice and
extreme poverty, and it is hard to imagine that respectable residents would choose to
visit such places, yet in other parts of the city it was easy to step from the relative
respectability of the main Walgate thoroughfare into the squalor of Hope Street or
Malt Shovel Yard. For residents to move safely around the city they would need
knowledge of these less reputable areas. Other liminal spaces, however, may have
been harder to definandthe boundarieseparating such areas may have been more
difficult to classify than in larger urban centrés the 1920s and 30s the urban
landscap@f York was dramatically changed with the large scale clearance of the
Hungate districtand some areas of Walmgatentiruing earlier slum clearance

efforts in the Water Lanes and Bedern areas

3. Space and place: walking in the city

Standing from the vantage point of the York Minster tower, or the city walls, in the
nineteenth century streets one could see hints ofrip@a Eboracum. Central
thoroughfares of Yorkad been in use since Roman times, with Stonegate starting
life as the Praetorian Way, and Walmgate forming part of the Roman road from the
fortress through to Lincoln and the SodftNat hani el \Whvatdrcoloug k 6 s
0Bi rdbés Eyeiangravedind858 by dahrkSioiiepffered a panoramic
view of the city as seen from a hot air balloon, and rather like de Certeau surveying
Manhattan from the 180floor of the World Trade Centre, observing Ydré&m this

Rowntreeds first poverty sur ve ykwereliviegdnpevdrty,t hat
with almost 10% of these below the poverty linthe amount of income needfor basic physical
efficiency. RowntreePoverty: A Study of Town Lifpp. 86118.

*" palliser,Tudor Yorkp. 8.
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Figure3 Vi ew across the city from the tower of
and Hungate can be seen in the distalmage courtesy of Imagine Yofkccessed 12 July
2013.

46



perspective might give the impression of thg ai$ relatively stati¢® The height and

bulk of the Minster, embodying a history that goes back generations, and the solid
stone of the city walls leant the city a spurious unchanging quality. However, at
street level, the city was in a process of confifilua and change. The physical

urban environment was evolving, with slum clearances and street improvements
changing the fabric of the city, and the meanings of the city and its streets and public
spaces were also changing. Buildings and shops were olgamnggs, and the

residents of the city used public spaces according to their own Hégus sights,

smells and sounds of the street were very different from the static view of the city

gained from observing at a distance.

Near the Minster, streessich asildwark, St Andrewgate, Bedey Finkle
Street, Grape Lan&winegateand Goodramgate formed the medieval heart of the
city. By the late nineteenth century, fleemerly large housethat once surrounded
the Bedern couttadbeen comerted into miserablehementsOncethe residence of
the Vicars Choral, who bihe early nineteenth century leased out the buildings,
whole familiescould now be found sharing one small rogpetition was sent to
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners in 1844 by residents of Im&igimg streets to
complain since the Vicars Chor al had abal
part of the inhabitants have |l eft their |
all been let off in single rooms, many of them filled with wégrthieves, street
walkers, etc., thereby bringing ... great disgrace and scandal upon the Church of
Engl ¥ndo.

With its reputation for vice and disorder, the Bedern came also to be
associated with the Irish immigrant community, which from 1851 onwards t@a
make up the majority of itmhabitant®® While the area was notorious long before
the arrival @ the Irish, formany contemporaries the insanitary conditions and
lawless reputation of the district wenedistinguishable from the reputation of the
Irish community itselfln 1872 areport was commissioned on the apgahe

*8 peter B. BrownViews of York: Portrait of a City, 1610 to present @¥prk: York Civic Trust,

2012), pp. 17299.

%9 See chapter six for detailetiscussion of how the young working classisted andhallenged the
dominantmeaning of Coney Street.

9 vork, York Minster Library ArchivesRe c or ds o f t hRetitidhitodhe Ecslésiastidalo r a | ,
Commissioners for England and Wales, July 1844.

®1 FrancegrinneganPoverty and PrejudiceA Sudy of Irish Immigrants itvork, 18401875 (Cork:

Cork University Press, 1982), 140.
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Figure 4. he medieval core of the cityl®@00. Finkle Street is pictured in the bottom left,
l eading from St Samps o®CoOwWnTopyraghaad Landmagkr d s S wi
Information Group Limited 2014. All rights reservd@®00.

Corporation and the residents of nearby Goodramgate petitioned for the complete
removal of all the dwellings thePé Conditions in the area did improve over the

period of this studybut the tenements continued to be densely populated, and held a
particular place in popular imaginings of the cMany of these streets near the
Minsterhad a long standing association with prostitution. Frances Finnegan traced
references to Grape Laaead Finkle Street in association with harlotry, fornication

and licensed brothelr texts from the Middle Agesind they are referred to in
Francis Dr ak e &borabum@73&)°" Frst redorded asrGkapcunt

Lane in 1329, the name Grape Larselitderives from the old Englisjrapiané t o
groped6 and ontdvhidn ®. MERalskerinads could be a reference to

®2Y/COU/1/2, House Book 13 June 1872.
% FinneganPovertyand Prejudicep. 23.
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the bawdy reputation of the secluded alley, or perhaps refer to the site of one or more

brothels®* Finkle Street, the narrowna leading from the cornerof Stamp s o n & s

Square to Swinegat e wa SAuckey PBeace, whosvasthbdu c kK y |
in Finkle Street, recalled thevarioas i gi ns of the name: Ol 1t v
Pegbs Lane. Tal es di fdttateteatlived dowrethesedutd t h e |
somebody said it was called Mucky Pigds |
from the cattle market, thatos WRhere the:
1880 the Watch Committee received a complaint from the gidar St Samp s on o0 s
about the state of Finkle Street, which

a respect®ble districto.

Moving away from the Minster area and towards the river, the principal
shopping and commercial districts could be fgupaitiament Street and Coney
Street. In the early nineteenth century, Thursday Market (later known as St
Sampsoné6és Sqguare) and Pavement had becom
places were connected by the construction of Parliament Street. The Parliament
Sr eet mar ket opened in 1836, and the adjc
market. The Martinmas Fair amginual statute hirings weheld hereThe Saturday
eveningParliament Street Market oftgmovided a source of free entertainment as
wellascheap ood. Loui sa Aldrich often 6used to
on a Saturday evening with friénds to 6s

Largely comprised of solitior s 6 of f i ¢ esdshoph @amdys and t |
Street 6 s cent thadonngcting link betoveen tineanartkerniaadtral
andsouthern districts of the city, and it had long been established as the main
shopping street of York. In the later nineteenth ognituvas also the site of the
6 mo n k e% As the sitéof the Masion House and Guildhall, théork Herald

offices and numerous banks and solicibgremises it was obviously frequented by

“pPalliser also notes that the state aoohcerhihe redunc
the eary andmidi fourteenthcentury, and perhaps for a time adabas a brothel. D. M Pallisar, T h e

Medieval Streenh a me s o York Historign® ,(1978),pp. 10-11.

% |Interview withAudrey Peace, born 1927, YOHP.

®yYCA, Watch Committee Minute&,/COU/5/8/3,vol. 5,20 June 1880.

®7 Interview with Louisa Aldrich, born 1919, YOHP.

®The 6monkey rund was a popular youth custom that
Street, socialising with friends and showing off in front of the oppositeSssxchaptesix.
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Figure 5. Map showing the central principal shopping districts of Coney Street and
Parliament Street, ¢.1900. © Cro@opyright and Landmark Information Groupmtited
2014. All rights reserved.90Q

respectable residents on legitimate business. Mrere also a large number of

commercial properties, including tailors, drapers and dress nidkeveas well

known asa centre of consumption, and street directories illustrateatiety
available, from Winspeardegartntentgttre ledkass p e
andThorps, to smaller shops suitabB%e for th

“Kellyodos Directory of the North andKe&lalsyé6Ri di ngs
Directory), 1893,<www.historicaldirectories.opg[accessed 7 January 2012
70 ki

Ibid.
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Figure 6. Parliament Stet Market, ¢.1889. Image courtesy of Imagine Yadcessed 12
July 2013.

To the south of Coney Street, past Spurriergate, could be found the newly
improved civic space of Clifford Street. This wide avenue was home to a number of
new public buildings¢onstructed following the Castlegate Improvement Scheme
which saw the three Water Lanes demol i shi
Castlegate, the slum conditions of the thiégter Lanes had been thoroughly
investigated and well publicised. In 18ff& Medical Officer of Health wrote to the
Corporation arguing that residing in the Water Lanesavasi ghl y i nj uri ous
health and comfort of the inhabitants and most prejudicial to decency and marality
| am satisfied that nothing short of theismremoval of these premises can effect
any sufficient or 'SThdcleardnee ofthareaypegamipr ov e me |
1875, and the construction of Clifford Street in 1881 finally swept away the majority
of the remaining slums, including a numberdamous beerhouses and brothels. In
their place a number of new public buildings were erecigéprating municipal

achievement and forcing the previous inhabitants to other poor weckisg

"LYorkHerald, 2 June 1876.

51



Figure 7 The Law Courts on Clifford Street, ¢.1890s flohd Street was constructed over
the demolished Water Lanes, and powerful building such as this signified civic power and
authority. Imagecourtesy of Imagine Yorkaccessed 12 July 2013
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districts of the city?’Th e new Magi st r atFresSiatoBandthe , Pol i
York Institute d Arts, Science and Literature lined the street, commemorating urban
renewal and sending a clear civic message to the residents of York. HRH Prince

Albert Victor laid the foundation stone of these new public buildorgd6 July

1890, and their opening was marked by a civic procession, the street itself lavishly
decorated. The new Law Courts were opened by the Lord Mayor in Octobef*1892.
Leading on from Clifford Street, Tower Street was home to York Castle, the county

gaol of Yorkshire; the prison holding several categories of inmates before later

becoming a military prisoft

Immediately across the River, Skeldergate was anatiterious mixed
residential and industriarea of the city. In 1884 tlohief constable eceived a
complaint from one resident regarding the disorderly state of the street. Mr Empson
referred to the | arge number of drunkard:
respectabl e femal es 6, "”Orepatculaeolriintheon a Sa:
area, Beedhamés, was knoawwdsthedsitdforthe as 0 H:
first cholerafatality in the outbreak of 1832 which caused 185 de&tBgveral
tenements inhe yard were closed in 1903 byng i st rat edés @rder. NoO
separatd fromSkeldergate by Micklegatenever acquired the level of criminal
reputation acquired by the Water Lanes, but was still the focus of various complaints
from the respectable parishioners of St dosn Mi c k|l egat e who wr ot e
constable regaidg disorderly women gathering outside public houses in thearea.
Micklegate Bar marked the main entrance of the city from the south. Rowntree
singled out a number of streets surrounding Micklegate as being slum areas,
although Micklegate itself was noag of this classification, and contained a number

of large residential propertiemd commercial premisés.

2 See chapter twior further details ontte movement of the former inhabitants of the Water Lanes.

York Herald,17 July 1890 andorkshire Gazettel,6 July 1890 and 17 July 1890.

" Marion EamesYork Castle, the county gaol of Yorkshire 1:8837,Borthwick Paper no. 121

(York: University of Yak, 2013).

SWatch Committee Minutes, Y/COU/5/8/3, vol. B} September 1884.

® FrancegFinneganPoverty and Prostitution: A Study of Victorian Prostitutes in Y@&mbridge:

Cambridge University Press, 1978), 52 and Edwar d RoYydrekdhd Nimet eent
History of Yorkirom Earliest Times to the Year 20@p. 295301.

" For example, see Watch Committee Minutes, Y/COU/5/8/3, vol. 8, 17 June 1902.

Kellyo6s 1B93rectory,
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Figure 8 Map showing the Penitentiary on Bishophill, with Skeldergate to the right and
Micklegate at the top. The Penitentiary gardvas extensive, although shut off from the
street by a high wall, ¢.1900. © Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Limited
2014. All rights reserved. 1900.

The district between Skeldergate and the city walls was known as Bishophill.
Primarily a residential area, it was also home to the York Peniterffiditye York
Penitentiary Society was formed in 1822, and opetsesheltering home, the
Refugei n 1845 to provide asylum for women w
courses, are desirous of obtamin t he me ans ®rhe Refege admitte@it i on 6 .
a number of o6poor, destitute femalesbd, t |
they would find employment in service, and thus reduce the number of prostitutes in

York.2' For some young women, tiRefuge was a dominant presence in the area.

9 See chapter fivéor detaileddiscussion of the York Penitentiary.
8 penitentiary Society, Acc. 212nnual Repow, 18451919
*! Ibid., 1845.
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For Cissey Colley the building itself, and all that it represented, was usdbraata

to control her behaviour:

There was a place on Bishophill call e
would have to be put. They shoved youintheteand i f | 6d been |
grandma that lived in Victor Street used to take me by the hand and say;

6Thatdés going to happen to y%u, me | a:

I n March 1900 a OLover oPenitehtiaty Cdmmidteed Just |
noting the 6disgraceful scened in Bishopl
run away [from the Penitentiary] being dragged along the road by three men who

l astly | odged %halike other mincheuses ineared, the main.

front of the house at Number 43 Bishophill looked over a secluded garden which

helped to isolate the occupants from the outside world, and formed a physical
boundary between the respectabl e women ol
high wall around the garden served to emphasize this boundary, and in 1905 after a
number of brealouts, the matron was instructed, on the advice of the chief

constable, to have the walls topped with broken dfass.

On the same side of the river, the neviway station was built outside the
city walls in 1877, replacing the station on Tanner Row which had been constructed
in 1841, the lines breaching the city walls to allow trains access to the station.
Nearby streets, including Nunnery Lane and Holgate Ruattained newer working
class dwellings, housing many of the skilled railway workers. Ada Cade was born in
Hol gate Road and descr i bedesacdtohawsetmene 06 o f
wor kers and t h®%The railivdy waggn avd carge warks Were
situated in Queen Street until the 1880s, when new works were constructed in
Holgate between 1880 and 1881. The works were further extended in 1883, 1896,
1897 and 1899, until by 1910 they covered an area of 45%aeghe central stop

ove point for trains between London and Edinburgh, the railway station would have

8 Interview with Cissey Colley, born 19, YOHP.

®¥penitentiary Society, Acc. 212.95.9, Letter fror
8 penitentiary Society, Acc. 218 Minute Books, 30 May 1905.

% Interview with Ada Cade, born 1893, YOHP.

8VCH, Yorkp. 270.
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also offered the first view of York for the tourists and visitors that increasingly

flocked to the city by train.

In his first social survey, Rowntree described the Walmgadd-Hungate
areas as O0the | ar g% 3he marosveet ofdNalgatei ct i n t |
contained the most public houses in the city, and Rowntree went on to further

characterise the area as:

comprising some typical slum areas. A broad thoroughfaednigate) runs
through one portion of it. Some of the houses and shops in this, and in a few
of the other streets, are of considerable size and are inhabited by relatively
well-to-do people; but a number of narrow and often sunless courts and alleys

branchfrom these larger streets, and it is here that poverty is chiefly f§und.

There was a widespread problem of overcrowding in the area, which was

exacerbated both by the arrival of a large number of Irish immigrants and the

clearance of the Water Lanesdahe insanitary conditions were compounded by an
inadequate water supply and lack of private sanitary accommodation. Thback

back houses and cottages were also in close proximity to slaughterhouses and

stables, and tenements often shared yards \fghgive trading premises. Rowntree

noted there were O6no | ess than 94 privat
frequently situated in densely populated poor districts, often up narrow passageways.

After slaughtering, the blood is allowed to run intdh e ¢ 0 mm&°iThe €heefve r 6 .
Medical Officer condemned many of these yards in his 1914 report on the Walmgate
area, writing that O0the back yards in Ho,|
quarters can only baewed with repulsiori they are so sail and fetid, and so

hemmed in by surrounding houses and other buildingere are no amenities; it is
anabsol utwasmgmbe was also the site of Yo
held every alternate Thursdayhe market charter was grantedli00 by Queen

Elizabeth, and helps to explain the vast number of ptiblises and inns in the

8 Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lifp, 199.

% bid., p. 199.

8 |bid., p. 191.

OYCA, York City Health DepartmeriRecordsAcc. 157.10.9, Ministry of ldalth PapersChief
Medical OfficerdReport, 1914.
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Scale 1:50000

Figure 9 Map showing the Hungate and Walmgate districts of York, with the Cattle Market
bottom centre and St Saviourgate top left, c.190@. main Walmgate thoroughfare is

running through the centre of the map, and Hungate can be seen sloping almost parallel to
Fossgaté leading from St Saviourgate down to the River FogStown Copyright and
Landmark Information Group Limited 2014. All ritthreserved. 190@ larger reproduction

can be found at the back of the thesis.
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Walmgate area, many with extensiggrds. Temperance supporiobert Kay
recorded details of the public houses from Fossgate to Walmgatetagthe

61 owod c thramy astablishments By 1827, the extra filth the market was
bringing into the streets was no longer acceptable, and the new cattle market was
constructed on the other side of the walls. The major clearances in Walmgate took
place between 19334, and m October 1955 the York Medical Officer of Health
again pronounced many houses unfit, with compulsory purchase orders made on

houses in George Street, Margaret Street and Pavertane.

Though Rowntree referred to the areas together, Walmgate and Hungate wer
in fact separated by the River Foss, which was given to recurrent flooding and
described in 1850 0&Boméstc sanitatoa acrossthedityat e s s p |
large was generally poor, with no systematic collection of night soil or refuse until
1889 when the newly formed sanitary authority approved a new sewage disposal
schemé” The sewers themselves discharged their contents directly into the Ouse.
Leet hamés Flour Mill dominated the narr o\
600 workers were morded in the census as working in the milling induStry.
Branching off the main Hungate thoroughfare were the narrow streets of Garden
Place, Haver Lane and Palmer Lane, which contained blocks of small wolassy

properties, often baeto-backs.

In complete contrast to the daskd overcrowded streets of the Hungate and
Walmgate districtsNew Walk, a tredined walk laid out along the banks of the
River Ouse, wasonceived as a place for the respectable residents of York to take
the air, see and bean.Along with the Blake Street Assembly Rooms and Theatre
Royal, the New Walk was explicitly geared to polite society. Constructed in 1730 by

the Corporation, the tree linedalk was relandscaped over the following years, with

"Robert Kay kept a notebook for the purpose of r e
a record of, any noteworthy incident occurring at any of the public houses between Fossgate end and
Walmgat e Bar dé. He addressed the book to édmy much Dbe
and the devil | YCAMROENKaochog4,Gr aKnmadyfébat her Robert Kay
Notebook 18757 1900.

92york City Health Department Records, Acc. 157, £6mpulsory Purchase Orders under 1936

Housing Act 1955.

9 James SmithReport to the General Board of Health on a Preliminary Enquiry into the Sanitary

Condition of YorKLondon: H. M. S. 0.1850).

%V\/CH, Yorkp. 285.

% Census Return of England andils, 1911.

58



Ll
v\

oLse

P Lt A
(’_,-n-‘ A
L AR
Ul
_,.:"

b A U8

i
i“'

3L

1).“i

§s
hs

dunan

/

N 2 .
- : : ) - : >
. he =
- ~
v : - e
. - N
.
s o £
- .~ .
-~
-

") ,T poe i85

Figure 10 Children sanding by a horse and cart in Garden Place, Hungate, ¢.1900. The silos

of Leethamb6bs f 1l our mi | Hineclaage cbuetesysotlmagined o mi nat i
York [accessed 12 July 20113
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expenditure justified on the basisthah e Wa |l k wo uhtdthéhenowv er y
of this city and the ent er t°diiasheeaided o f

in theYork Courant

This Terrace Walk made on the banks of the River Ouse and nearly a mile
long may be justly esteemed as one of the most agreediile walks in the
kingdom for its great neatness, beautiful town and situation which is so
advantageously seen in its prospect to render it not unlike nor inferior to any

of the views in Venicé&’

Similar promenades had been created in many other Enghsts over the previous
century, and were considered an important asset for resort towns, spas and provincial
centres’® Stretching from Davy Tower to Fulford Fields, New Walk was almost a

mile long, and perceived as one of the chief attractions of the city

The landscape seen from the New Walk was predominantly rural, although
from the late eighteenth century onwards the surrounding area was increasingly built
up. By 1891 a number of new streets had been constructed. Malborough Grove,
Sandringham StreeAlma Terrace, Francis Street and Ambrose Street were built
running down to the walk, and the Army had taken over a considerable amount of
land. Fishergate and Fulford Road became increasingly defined by the military
presence, and both were frequently tite af parades and processions. In 1795 York
became one of the established military stations of the country under the national
administration system that was then being put into operation. The Cavalry Barracks
were erected on Fulford Road in that year, @ede later enlarged, and the Infantry
Barracks were built in 1874. By 1878 York was the headquarters of the-North
Eastern Military District, and Military Sundayduring which troops marched
through the city to attend a service in the Minstbecame aannual event. As well

as soldiers, many professionals were connected with the barracks, including an army

% Minutes of Full Council, Y/COU/1/1, House Book 43, 28 February 1739
°"York Courant24 Septembet754.
®Mary Thall on, 6Th e Yokkdlistoridvgl9 (R002)222.Hi st or y 6,

60

m
t h



i

NOER TRmeT

AT

Js / P

I ——
S
ik

r

&

-
.I.--/x’- ;

&

i

B R et cdaute ] - —— = e

LI i

CAVALRY BARRACKS

Figure 11 Map showing the tree lined New Walk, running along the River Ouse from the
centre of the city into Fulford, ¢.1900. Thev@ay Barracks are just seen on the bottom
right. © Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Limited 2014. All rights

reserved. 1900.
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Figure 12 The Cavalry Barracks on Fulford Road, c.19ffage courtesy of Imagine York
[accessed 12 July 20113

shoemaker and several army musicians, as well as the numerous prostitutes living in

the houses of Alma Terrace and its surrounding stféBestween 1851 and 1911,

the military presence in the city increased tenfold, reflecting the capacity of the new
barracks. After the outbreak of war in 1914, the military presence in the area was

again vastly increased. In September 1914 there were 3,500 members of the West
Yorkshire Regiment in the City, and 2,400 men in the Cavalry Barracks."rhe 5

Cavalry Reservevas on the Knavesmire where the grandstand was equipped with

1,500 bed<® By the end of October, theeraldr eport ed o6bet ween 6, (
were at Strensall to add to théSé.

% The York Penitentiary records show that a high proportfdhe@young women admitted to the
Refuge had lived or worked in the immediate vicinity of the Cavalry and Infantry Barracks.
Penitentiary SocietyRenitentiary SocietyAcc. 21212.1317, Ladies Committee Minute Books,
18811901, 190211, 191114, 191416,1917-28.

10 A J. Peacockyork in the Great War, 191#918(York: York Settlement Trust, 1993), 300.
1%1yorkHerald, 27 October 1914.
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Fulford Fields, whictwas almost adjacent to the two barrack complexes,
extended from the southeend of New Walk to Fulford Ings. It was a popular site
for strolling out, particularly on Sunday evenings, and at the edge of the fields a
small path was k EktheiAtkinsos uséddhe Eutfoddsieltsdon e .
her sexual hisons with Private Charles Lambert. Ethel would meet the soldier on
Sunday evenings near Fulford and wal k t hi

in a field and |yiHg down where it was d;

3.1 Walking in the city the sights, sounds and smells eferyday life

Cities generate their own distinctive smells and sounds, and are full of visual and

tactile stimuli, but often sights, sounds and smells are so integrated into daily

experience that they are hardly remarked ujfdmhe visual is perhaps timeost

easily recoverable, although due to the nature of the records often relies upon the
authoritative view of the city presented by statistical and social surveyors or outside
observers, and thus based on perceptions of differ&heerational mapping dhe

city by the civic authorities and social explorers contrasted agtisted with the

lived geographies of the city, and the impressions, sounds and smells that made up
everyday street life. Historians have recently begun to explore the urban spasesca

and the 6emotive turné has sough'®™ to addi
How did people experience the city through their senses, and what was the emotional
response of Yorkoés young working class t
possble to comment upon the sights, smells, sounds and even, to a limited extent,

feel of late nineteenth and early twentieth century York, but much more difficult to

gauge how they may have been seen, smelt, heard or felt by the residents of the city,

and wrat their responses to them might have been. Visitors to the Jorvick Viking
Centre can walk through a reconstruction
been 1, 000 years ago6, and see inside a

192yCA, York Poor Law Union, Board of Guardiamce. 2.10.2 York Police Court, Ethel Atkinson,

May 1907.

93jilStemar d and Al exander TheGitpamdthe$ehsesUnban Gultwetsinaen 6 i n
1500 ed. by Alexander Cowan and Jill Stew#&pfddershot: Ashgate, 2006pp. 1-22 (p. ).

194 30seph RykwerfThe Seduction of Place: The City in the Twefitgt Century (New York:

Pantheon Books, 2000).
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furnace andhe smells of a homeooked stew””6 Rownt ree snicketo a

Museum features a recreation ofaworklmgg ass 6ésl umdéd home, fitt
of period pieces and replicas insPired b
Theserecreatiatn of f er a snapshot into Yorkos Vik

visitors to feel for a moment that they have travelled back in time, but we cannot
truly experience the sensory environment of Jorvick or the nineteenth century city
we see it throughatenty-first century eyes, and touch it with twesftgst century
hands. While it may be difficult to gauge what the young working class of York felt
about their environment, what is apparent is that they were constantly acting and

reacting within their paicular sensory worlds.

While often sights, smells and sounds were seemingly so ordinary as to
escape notice and record, others were commented on by residents and outsiders
alike. The smells of the slaughterhouses in Hungadé/dalmgate and the noise of
Leethamés mill are noted by oral hi story
reports. Living close to the railway station, Ada Cade recalled the noise, dirt and
smoke of the trains coming right ®hderne:
Sccial distinctions could be classified in terms of smell; Margaret Phillips, the
daughter of the vicar of St Margaretés r
from the 6dunwashed bodiesd of the poor sl
child.®® In the 1840s th& orkshire Gazettean a dehumanising exposf the
Bedern area of the city and its residents, invitingits middlea s s r eader s t o
the closeand pestilential atmosphere of these abodestbfdild contemplate if they
canwithout horra man in his lowest state displayibgutal unconsciousness of his
degradation'®Rowntree reported sixteen families
di strict of the city, and the grating wa:
was partiallybloce d  wi t h i t Wsmell coulthsimakthe meadidy.of a
particular space; some smells would have been fairly uniform across the city, while

others were much more particular to a district, neighbourhood, or even street. While

195 3orvick Viking Centreswww.jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk [accessed 12 December 2014]

%6 Ki r Kichaet ev:si ct ori an St r e ewwv.york¥astlerhuseGramguk e Mu s e um,
[accessed 3 July 2014].

197 Interview with Ada Cde, born 1893YOHP.

19 Margaret ManrPhillips, Within the City Wall: A Memoir of Childhod@ambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 1943). 48.

199y orkshire Gazette 27 October 1849

19 Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lifp, 155.Although Rowntree angmised his descriptions,

it is likely that this was situated in the Hungate district.
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offensive smellswould | earl 'y have had an effect on a
of an area, more pleasant aromas would have also made up the mental map of the

city. From the 1880s onwards, the sweet smell of chocolate and sugar could be
carried from t heTelrarrygbes Roawnttorrei eedss aarnodu n d

winds, which could also carry less pleasant smells, permeating visual bouftfaries.

Certain sounds must have been a distinctive feature of the turn of the century
city. In the fifteenth century council meagsmwere regulated by the Minster clock, a
sound tolling right through to the present d&jLike visual clues, sounds were signs
which enabled an individual to navigate the spaces of the city effectively; the hubbub
of voices indicating a busy commercialest, the sounds of livestock for sale in the
markets, hawkers crying their wares, or the distinctive sounds spilling from
workshops and factories. The noise of street entertainers performing to the queue
outside the Empire music hall signified that thizswa space for play, for leisure, for
fun, but shouts and raucous laughter could also signify a different type of space as
p r o st donductectsemselves in a riotous and disorderly manner and committed
acts that were di s'¥TFhacorerdl of hoise was disa onaway nat u |
attempts were made to discipline the urban environment, policing drunk and

disorderly behaviour and those using obscene langdage.

The sights of the city were also affected by light and darkness, and the
narrow passagewas , densely packed court dwelling
Flour Mill helped to cut off a significant amount of natural light in Hung&te.
Spaces could also be affected differently by temporality, and while observers
contrasted the well lit streets diet city centre with the narrow and twisting
passageways of Hungate and Walmgate, even gas lighting could produce shadows as
well as light. The city was an altered landscape after dark, and residents could

experience the process of day and night differemtty 6 gr adual |y t he wur

11 Robert FitzgeraldRowntree and the Marketing Revolutidi@621969(Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1995).

12 Hartshornep. 197.

13 yorkshire Gazettel1 Februay 1860.Mr and Mrs Allan sometimes had to queue outside the
Empire for over an hour, and often O0street busker
with Mr Allan, born 1911, and Mrs Allan, born 1912, YOHP. In 1920 PC George Langhamer was
replimanded for neglect of duty as he failed to keep a queue in order outside the Empire. YCA, York
City Police, Acc. 264.32, Personal Record Sheets, George Langhamer, October 1920.

114 See chapter four.

15YCA, Y614, Report on the Sanitary Conditions of the HaregDistrict by Edmund M. Smith,

Medical Officer of Health, June 1908ppendix to Council Reports, etc., 1998York: York City

Council, 1909).
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change, submitting |ittl e “Hedaiktedssbfe t o t |
night could give the young residents of the city a greater sense of freedom and

privacy; it could be taken advantage of for courtshighiatimacy, but also for

nefarious activities. Patrick Cavanagh, a nineteen year old labourer from Walmgate,
took advantage of the dark to HAiNge in a
time could also represent the divide between respectabilityesa@lspossibility. In

the case of the Cremorne Pleasure Gardens in London, Lynda Nead examines how

during the day they were a place of respectable recreation, but after darkness became

a space infamous for sexual revelry and moral degraddfitmYork, the Fulford

Fields were a pleasant location for a daylight stroll, but at night time the clientele

could change, and with them the function of that space.

Boundaries of space could be signalled by a change in light, or sound or
smell, but also in other subtways, such as changes in dress, gesture or behaviour.
Boundaries were enforced by architecture, but more understated elements also
played a significant role in understanding space. The most striking physical
boundary in York was of course the wallshaligh by the late nineteenth century
they had become much less significant as a border than in previous generations.
Colin Platt has argued that in the medieval town, while city walls did not serve as a
| egal boundary, they sftaoimpbrtagtdegal amd spcalr ma n e |
distinction, built up over many years and at great cost, between the town and
count rys i Eheybuaciiomed dsba.symbolic defence against external
threats, and the walls of York still hold a special significanchdaésidents of the

city.

Boundaries helped to signify the point at which one space became another,
all owing for the separation of O6usd and
versus disorderly. Without a boundary, space has no meaning, althoagh cle

categorisation between spaces is not always possible. The boundaries of space in late

16 3oachim SchléNights in the Big CityParis, Berlin, London 1840930(London: Reaktion,

1998), p. 9.

7york Herald,22 October 1884.

18| ynda NeadVictorian Babylon: Rople, Streets and Images in NineteeBémtury London

(London: Yale University Press, 2000), p. 117.

19 See the case of Ethatkinson and Charles Lambert, p. 63. In an affiliation order takeragainst

Stephen Richard Porteous, Eva Alice Smith detaile
Fulford Fields.York Poor Law Union, Board of Guardians, Acc. 2.1.@rk Police Court, Eva Alice

Smith, August 1907.

120 Colin Platt, The English Mdieval Towr(London Secker and Warburg, 197),40.
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nineteenth and early twentieth century York were constantly in flux, and they were

always, to a greater or lesser extent, permeable. Even the city walls were breached

by the railway in the nineteenth century to allow for the greater movement of both

people and goods in and out of the city. Prevailing winds could carry the smell of
chocol ate around the city, but they coul

thed aught erhouses of Hungate and Wal mgat e

The streets and public spaces ofchg contained visual and nererbal
signalsthat communicated the meaning of that spand,as a result elicited certain
modes of beéviour. Knowing how to move around public space is learnt through
repeated use and visible clues, but an understanding of how to act or dress in the
same space is equally critical in enabling us to negotiate everyday life. Richard
Sennett deug®i shed aphrodtwerrreat urally awar e
dress, deport ment b ' Appdarance, drass, bodyladgudgé, e b o d
and speech all signed a reputation on the body, but they also signed a reputation on
space. Symbolic and social, as M&d physical, boundaries saw space defined by
who and what it included, with the d6dunwal
boundaries were not necessarily geographical, although marginalised groups were
often associated with the margins of urbaacsp such as the young workinigss
women identified as prostitutes in the Bishophill penitentiary, or the working classes
largely concentrated in the Hungate and Walmgate &f&Bssciplinary institutions
on the urban fringe both isolated inmates fromrist of the urban population and
served as a warning to others of behavioural transgreséidtseir presence also
acted as important symbols of urban authority, and along with the newly constructed
municipal buildings of Clifford Street representedéhd anus f ate of powe

121 Richard SennetfThe Fall of Public Mar(New York: Knopf, 1977), pp. 16174.

122 Rob Shields,Places on the Margin: Alternative Geographies of Moderfiipndon: Routledge,
1991) p. 3.

123 See interiew with Cissey Colley, p. 5%unn, p. 44.

Tony Bennett, O6olnhpel eBwibhréeiboiver/HisionyA RepderGn
ContemporarySocial Theory, ed. byN. B. Dirks, G Eley and S. B. OrtndPrinceton: Princeton
University Press, 1995), pp23-154.
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Conclusion

The streets and neighbourhood spaces of York could be very vibramheayaling
working clasould meet and socialise in different parts of the city; from their
homes, to walking in the streets, drinking in thé pu attending a church dance.

This chapter has attempted to imparnsthing of York as a place and an

overlapping matrix of spaceis;is important to relate the realities of everyday life to
more abstract ideas about space and social relalibesyoury working class of

York actively used the city to meet their needs, tinegrpreted space and how they
were expected to behave in it by observing how the space was framed, how it was
arranged and how others wexgingin it. The built environment couldieit

different modes of behaviour, and young people could take their understandings of
space from various elemen@ther groups attempted to control and define the space

i n which young peopl e élewwerethdsapacesrindhleat i ons
city understoodand how did late nineteenth and early twentieth century York
produce its spaceé®ome uses of space in the city are lost to historians, and the
mundane details of everyday liéan bearrecoverable in the past. It is impossible to
know everyhing that went on in the streets and neighbourhoods of late nineteenth
and early twentieth century York, and the picture of how young working people
engaged with their environment will necessarily remain incomplete. The records,
however, do offer a wealthf information about many different aspects of young
working class use of space, and some of this information will be explored in detail in

the following chapters.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE OTYPI CAL SLUMOG: HOME, NEI GHBOUF
YOUNG WORKING CLASSES

Introduction

In his first social survey of York, Rowntree described the Walmgate and Hungate
areas as O6the | argest poor distridét in t]|
The York Medical Officer of Health condemned the small and fetid yands

alleyways that branched off the main Walmgate thoroughfare in his 1914 report,
noting that O6there are Ifoewapagensiequiaryys ; it |
denounced the behaviour of the areads re:
andparticular neighbourhoods, witegularh e ad |l i nes such as ORoOwc
Wal mgated, and 6Hungainanl8a courrhdadnghieii ght r
Constable Haley remarked that Wal mgate wa
1892 report to the Welh Committee he pubhé case for more police constabbes

the account of Walmgate becofmlamegCavemcr eas |
recalled when he was a child thag fholice would only enter Walmgat 6i n t wos a
t hr amddMdAllan notedthait her e were certain areas o0
wasnot safe to go throughThelusgateand al |y i f
Walmgate districts were the focus of social surveys and reflegideatured in

complaints by sanitary inspectors and tbége, and residents were prominent in

court and newspaper reports. The area was repeatedly characterised as a slum, and its
inhabitants as existing on the edge of acceptable living conditions and behaviour.
Condemned as sanitary abominatiorissesvers rade explicit connections between

the physical condition of tlsespaces and themoral behaviour of theinhabitants.

In hisreport on the sanitary conditions of Hungate, EdnfBmathi the York

! Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lifp. 199.

% York City Health DepartmerRecordsAcc. 157.10.9, Ministry of Health Pape@hief Medical
Officer®Report, 1914

% York Herald,7 October 1896 and 18 February 1893.

*York Herald,26 August 1876andWatch Committee Minute&,/COU/5/8/3, vol. 7 July 1892.
® Interview with James Cave, born 198dd Mr Allan, born 1911, YOHP.
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Medical Officerof Healti n ot ed t hat atddand advetcaowwded di | api d
dwel lingsodesttbgey BAhease prided and engerl
al so alcohol i sm, i ndi ffer efYeethevicaafecency
the slum dwellers was largely silent.

Less wellknown than the rookess of Bethnal Green or Whitechapel, the
Walmgate and Hungate districts were nonetheless famous within the context of York
and subject to intense local attention, attention which both made assumptions on the
basis of place, and negatively characterisedtba and its inhabitants. It is for this
reason that the districts have been chosen as the focus of this chapter considering
how the young working class engaged with neighbourhood space. Poor areas of the
city had always existed, yet in the closing decarddéke nineteenth century the
narrow streets and overcrowded courts of the Hungate and Walmgate districts were
thoroughly investigated and wel |l publ i ci
place in Yorkoéo had been fciirtnyldys ‘cAlemse ndteend si
Mayne has argued that no 6slumland6é | itel
residents as slums were 6a myt h%ndproduce
this chapter will firstly address the ways in which the localgyrescial investigators
and middleclass commentators constructed an image and reputation for the
Wal mgate and Hungate area which made it
among the respectdthil ensjger bop this eputahwas he ci t
established and reproduced, axdminethe way various groups and individuals
began Omappingbé the slums of Victorian ali
not to ignore the Orealityd of the sl ums.
constrution and physical attributes of these poor workategss districts operated in

a continuous process of negotiatiton. The

Y614, Report on the Sanitary Conditions of the Hungate District by Edmund M. Smith, Medical

Officer of Health, June 1908, 9. Rowntree also noted how those living in slum districts were likely

to take on the chief characteristics of slum | ife
obtained, with aggravated want at other times; the rowdy Saturday night, the Monadygmo

pilgrimage to the pawn shop, and especially that love for the district, and disinclination to move to
better sur r ouhanecessity of improving thersgrrewgkndf the slum dweller .for

it is Naturebs untitviengsalt dmdv ttcdhhaadagdtl tihemsngl ves
RowntreePoverty: A Study of Town Lifp. 5.

" Interview with Fred Milburn, born&94, YOHP

8 Alan Mayne, The Imagined Slum: Newspaper Representation in Three Cities;1PAAQLeicester:

Leiceste University Press, 1993), pp27.

°Graham Davis, 6Beyond the Georgi amSluRsetlyGe: t he A
M. Gaskell(Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1999), 144185 (p. 157).
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was simultaneously a physical manifestation of social inequality and depritfation.
The conditims of the Hungate and Walmgate districts materially affected the lives of
their residents; they experienced very real problems of poor housing and poverty,
and thischaptemwill also explorehow the young wiking classes that lived in this

0l argestrpaocoBv oif Y sepkoblens medwil eonstder the t h e
rhythms of place at the mictevel of a workingclass community. It will examine

how the young wrking classexperience@nd understood their neighbourhood

space; how material conditionspacted upon their leisure and courtship
opportunities and activities; and how they interacted with both the physical
conditions and the imagined construct of their ditgw did the young people who
lived, worked and socialised in thesstdcts interacwith perception®f their

nei ghbourhood, and how did t he?Whatl umo
kinds of sociabpportunities were available an area that was popularly defined as

a oOotypical sl umé?

1. The Slums Exposed

The termslumbecame usd increasingly throughout the nineteenth century to refer

to poor workingclass districts in both large metropolitan centres and smaller
provincial cities.The origin of the term and its development over time has been
examined by H. J. Dyos, who tracesl iheaning from associations with the activity

of thieves, through to its use in the 1840s in reference to areas of bad Housing.
Concerns around concentrations of poverty also led to its adaptation as a verb,
slumming 6t o expl or e piooosri tqyu aty Tthesiumsé roiutty 6o.f
guestiodrevolved around a number of key issues, including poor sanitation,
overcrowding, contagious disease and the poli@ogtrol and relief of the poor.

The slum became a sensation, and what had actually existedtories began to

2 The historiography of urban povertyshaeen largely structured by a distinction between the real

and the imagined, the empirical and the cultural. For a detailed consideration of this distinction in
reference to the governance of common | odging
the Outcast: Common Lodging Houses and the Limits of Urban Governance in Victorian and
Edwar di a nUrbaroHistbry,8563 (2008), 414136.

Y4, J. Dyos, 6The S| Vicwsgan Stldiedl1i1¢1063)50an Londond,
123, S. Farmer and W. E. Hiey, A Dictionary of Slang and Colloquial EnglisAbridged(London:
Routledge, 1905. See also JaciAtanty,Dublin Slums18001925: A Study in Urban Geography
(Ballsbridge:lrish Academic Press, 199@hdKoven, Slumming
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be written about and widely debated throughout Britain. Anxieties over increasing
urbanisation and expansion alongside greater residential segregation reinforced the
sense of the slum as oO6unknown Endliaenddb, .
the slum was isolated and defined as a problem; something to be improved, removed,

or destroyed? The initial exposure of slums was mostly concerned with infectious

disease. The arrival of cholera in York in 1832 highlighted areas with unsanitary

living conditions, and in his repash the state of Yorto theHealth ofTowns

Commissiori established in 1843 to investigate the poor and insanitary condition of

British towns and cities ThomasL ay c o c k n ot e-Housedhdunpéapd, a u g ht ¢
pigsties etc., which unfortunately subsist in the heart of the town [and] generate

c o nt a'bAi therturnéof the century the York branch of the Charity Organisation
Society spoke of the Omiserable and unsal
city, and woried about the spread of disease to better off areas and higher class

residents, demanding that th'® poor shoul

The precise definition of a 6slumé wa:
dependent on social values and beliefs as &t whnstituted acceptable living
standards. Middkelass observers created a map of poor areas by watching people in
the street, analysing places of amusement, scrutinising living conditiohs
interpreting behaviour. Certadistricts were identified asums through
unfavourable comparison with other areas in the cityvémt® they were often
located next to wealthier areas, slum districts became seen as increasingly separated
by their impoverished circumstances and terrible housing, and their resident
perceived as a race apHtThe registration of births and deaths allowed reliable
statisticson mortality rates to be compd, and the census provideedther
information on individual household$ncreasing concern about poverty and
sanitation, cougd with moreresources, enabled areas to be more easily quantified
andly t he middle of the nineteenth century
deat h had b é’dsucessibnaobauthostieseneré then able to identify

135, M. Gaskell | n t roa d8lansp. 7.

“ ThomasLaycock,Report on the State of the City of York. First Report of the Royal Commission for
Enquiring into the State of Large Towns and Populous Districts, Parliamentary Papéxsii,

(York, 1844.

> ®Annual Report of the ¥k Branch of the Charity Oegn i s a t i o York Seraldi9 Eabndy,

1899.

'8 See also Pruntyp.60-61.

7 bid., p. 61.
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the same areas thrglu statistical collection, and certain districts became notorious;

the subject of numerous documents and reports.

The government, social surveyors, sanitary inspectors, poor law authorities
and newspaper reporters were evidently concerned with the phyanchtions of,
and mor al behaviour in, the poor areas
of life in these metropolitan centres were scrutinised and widely dissemifated.
Historians have explored the geography of urban poverty in large iradwagtnires,
considering the material conditions and representations of poverty in London,
Birmingham, New York, Dublin, Manchester, Salford, Glasgow, Sydney and San
Francisco, among othetf3However, much less attention has been paid to smaller
provincialtowns and cities, where the slum question was also being déBated.
Poorer areas could be found in most parts of the city, but those in theessutif
York and around the medieval core became the focus of increasing attention. In a
report to the Healtbf Towns Commission, James Smith, appointed by Robert Peel
to the Commission, highlighted the differences between the main streets of the city,

and those areas occupied by the gooonflating them with all poor areas

The aspect of York, as seen in filrecipal streets, is tidy and pleasing, and
the streets, though narrow, are well kept. Not so, however, the more retired
and densely crowded parts, which have the same damp and filthy character as

all other towng?

'8 For exampleHenry Mayhew]ondon Labour and the London Pafondon, 1851) and Charles
Booth,Life and Labour of the People imohdon(London: Macmillan, 1892).

¥\White, The Worst Street in North London Davi d R. Green and Al an G.
life in Victorian England: London and Birmingham at ruide n t u 8lym§ pp.17#9h; Rebecca

Yamin, Tales of Five Points: Workg-Class Life in Nineteent@entury New YorkWashington DC:
General Services Admin, 22]) Prunty,Dublin Slums B i | | RadvisitmdtherSlumsan

Manchester and Salford in the 1980sUrban Politics and Space in the Nineteenth and Twentieth
Centures: Regional Perspectives]. by Barry M. DoyléNewcastle: Cambridge Scholars, 2007), pp.
134-147; Robert Robert3he Classic Slum: Salford Life in the First Quarter of the Century

0 |

Pa

(Har mondsworth: Penguin, 1990) ;dregsofiourgrease Gestr i c h,
populationd: An 1890 illustrated newspPBenger seriesc

Poor in Modern Europe: Historical Perspectives 18D0840,ed. by A. Gestrich, S. King and L.
Raphael(Oxford: Peter Lang, 2006), pp. 4440 am Mayne,The Imagined Slum

20With the notable exception of Graham Davis and his worBath. SedDavi s, 6Beyond t he
Geor gi an F a8 at &@haDavis,Bathdagspa and Bath aSlum: The Social History

of a VictorianCity (Lewiston: Edwin MellerPress, 2004).

21 James Smith, cited ifihe History of York: From Earliest Times to the Y ggr. 288-289.
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Powerful imagery was used to clasdifig inhabitants of these areas in an all

embracing image of outcast society, and by 1859 the Lord Mayor could comment

that oO6the bulk of the poor and industri ol
of Walmgate, Fossgate, Peasholme Green [Hungatd]and t he W&t er Lane:

The three Water Lanes in particular drew comment and criticism from all
quartersand in the miehineteenth century seemed to dominate slum discaurse
York. The three Lanes stretched from Castlegate down to the edge of the river a
Kingdbs Staithe. Although the first Water
1850s, all three were narrow and contained a number of wiskeecourts and
alleyways. In 1844 Laycock observed that the large number of lodging houses in the
Laneswerewhee o6t he scum of the country come t
di scri mi nat i*Other adighbounheodssiretixeeity dvere also renowned,
but popular coverage was uneven. With associations to poverty, crime and
immorality dating back to the fifteententury, by the 1850s the horrendous
conditions in the Lanes had been authoritatively investigated and well pubfitised.
In a letter to the York Corporatippublished in thérork Herald the Medical
Officer of Health argued that residing in the Lanes@dsi ghl y i nj uri ous
and comfort of the inhabitants and most prejudicial to decency and mordléayn
satisfied that nothing short of the entire removal of these premises can affect any
sufficient or s aft Heusing halequages andeplacloof e ment 6 .
sanitary facilities meant that by 1852 the Corporation had already agreed that the
Lanes ought to be demolished. But while questions of disease and slum housing
generated minutes and columninclesyar eness of tideot 6sl um pr
translate into action arfdll-scale clearance of the Lanes did not begin until 1875.
This was partly due to the belief that poor conditions were in some respects a
consequence of the failings of the inhabitants, who throughout the nineteently centur
and beyond were characterised as undisciplined, intemperate, thriftless and criminal.
In 1914 theYork Heraldpublished an obituary for the Reverend Frederick

Lawrence, the rector of St Marybés Castl e

*2\/CH, Yorkpp. 287.See also p. 41.

%3 Laycock,Report m the State of the City of York

“Hartshorneods study of t hadmétecouteidentfied theathrek Waterx t ee n't
Lanes as Ohot sapoetdisandimmoralitttlaent ehosne, O6The Street e
Perception of Public Space in Yé&rk p 246. 245

% York Herald,2 June 1876.
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strains on his éalthi which had ultimately led to his deathresulting from his
tireless missionary work in the Water

classes6d6 in which 6a single®oliceman

The Castlegate Improvement Scleetimegun in 1875aw slum dwellings in
the Lanes demolished and replaced with Clifford Street; a wide avenue then filled
with a number of pblic buildings celebratingrban renewal’ While the existence
of working-class areas had long been acknowleddesy;, were seen increasingly as
conflicting with the image of an improving cit§ Municipal policy became greatly
motivated by a desire to project a certain image of Yaskin Birmingham where
Corporation Street, built ethegrand an ar ea
centrepiece of the City Improvement Scheme, honouring municipal achievement
took precedereover providing good quality workinglass housing for those
uprootec?® As Rowntree highlighted, clearance schemes were often of little benefit
tothepor est r e s i dentessequalycheahas well astmgre sardtary
accommodation can be provided elsewhere, such action will be of doubtful benefit to
t hose d¥lIsthdcase & théthree Water Lanes, many former residents were
forced to mee to already overcrowded areas where their arrival exacerbated
conditions, and placed them once more in the sights of sanitary inspectors and

middle-class commentators.

2. Walmgate and Hungate: creating the slum

2.1 Housing, public health and sanitain surveys

The influx of a large number of displaced residents from the three Water Lanes

particularly aggravated the overcrowded conditions in the Hungate and Walmgate

*York Herald,13 October 1914.

%’ Seechapte onefor further details of th public buildings on Clifford Street, pp. &B.

% See p90, and chapter four, 1.71

29 For further discussion of the Birmingham City Improven®ciieme see the case studiviayne,
The Imagined Slunp., 8.

% Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Life. 43.
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districts. While already invested with a certain notoriety, the focus on both areas
began to intensify following the clearance of the Lanes. Walmgate and Hungate were
situated on the soutkast side of the city, with Walmgate bounded by the River Foss
and the city walls, and Hungate by the Foss, Peasholme Green and St Saviburgate.
Separatd bytheFoss, descri bed by James Smith in
into the stagnating waters of which the
districts featured regularly in sanitary reports and survesiring the eighteenth
century Wémgate had been a relatively prosperous area, with the main thoroughfare
containing a number of Georgian houses u:
wealthier citizens. Unlike Bootham and Micklegate which both retained their
superior status, Walmgate declinead by the mighineteenth century infilling
meant these large town houses had become overcrowded tenements. Yards, stables
and gardens belonging to the once fashionable houses were built up through the
nineteenth century, and the physical deterioratias accompanied by a process of
social descent. Deteriorating housing stock and the growing pressures of population
following the arrival of large numbers of pdaimine Irish immigrants, and later the
displaced Water Lanes residents, intensified this gic&ome indication of the
areabs | ater notoriety was apparent even
number of public houses intheaiemany dati ng from Yorkoés d
coaching centré perhaps explain why Walmgate declined in a way @ other
major thoroughfares into the city did not. In 1888 Robert Kay noted in his diary that
0t he magistrates have intimated that the:
house accommodation in Wal myreddiburher e bei
noted that Wal mgate had many Obutchers sl
public house$ and that was one of the reasons, | suppose, it was as rough as it
wa $°6 .

Three narrow passages |linked Hungate
which led from Bssgate into Wesley Place, as did Black Horse Passage, and
Stonebow Lane, a small alley running frol

corner of Hungate. Hungate itself, the principal thoroughfare in the area, sloped

3L See figure 13.

32 Smith, Report to the General Board of Health.

33 For further details oirish immigration to York se€inneganPoverty and Prejudice.
* Robert Kay, Acc. 974Gr andf at h e r NoRmdkel876190K.ay 6 s

% Interview with Fred Milburn, born 1894, YOHP.
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almost parallel to Fossgate frorhSaviourgate in a wide curve down to the river. In

the eighteenth century, Hungate had contained some large properties with gardens

and allotments, but became densely populated in the nineteenth century as open

spaces became infilled. Maps from the 1820d 1850s reveal a building explosion

as the area was built up quickly to accommodate the growing weclasg

population. In 1813 John Bigland, a historian who contributdthtBeauties of

England and Walegl801-1815) series, commented on the poorigiged area of the

southe ast of York, which was both &édi sagree
by the 1840s, Hungate had been intensively built over, and along with Walmgate

was identified as one of the districts with the whisusing in the city®

Rowntree estimated that at the time of his social survey of the city there were
1, 398 backo-back houses in York, and a further 562 houses without through
ventilation which were baeto-back with warehouses, stables and watercldéets.
Off the main Waingate thoroughfare, a number of courts and alleyways were to be
found, and the yards behind the streetds
oneup onedown backto-back cottages. These yards were often chronically
overcrowded and had few amenitiesgl aeceived particular attention from
sanitation inspectors. Slaughterhouses, stables, pigsties and other offensive premises

were often mixed with the houses of the p§dRowntree noted

There are no less than 94 private slaughterhouses in York. Theee are
frequentlysituated in densely populated poor districfsgeroup narrow
passages. Afteslaughtering, the blood is allowed to run into the swn
sewer, the grates of whi@re in some cases close to dwelling houses; the
occupants of such houses mwinaturally complain of the smells from these
open grates. Not only is itunsatisfactory for the people to have these
slaughterhoses in such close proximity tbeir dwellings, but their number
and situation rendeadequate inspection all bintpossitie *°

% JohnBigland, A Topographical and Historical Description of Yorkshifepndon: Sherwod,
Nealy and Jones, 1813) ahdycock,Report m the State of the City of York

3" Rowntree Poverty: A Study of TawlLife, pp. 146181.

% Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lifpp. 146181.See alsoK e | Diyeétary, 1893.

% Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Life. 191.
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As a child Nell Fearns would sit on the wall outside the slaughterhouse near her

parentsd house;

We used to go down to the slaughterhouses ... we used to make boats of
paper ... and there was this guttering where they used to let out all tis blo
and everything ran out, and we used to float our paper boats in blta in

guttering. See which would go fasté&dt.

Dick Calpin recalled watching his | ocal I
ent er t & Bmathmamufadtories and other offensirade premises such as

skin and bone merchants, fish bone dealers and gut sciapers also clustered

amongst the houses, and the gas works and iron foundries off Walmgate also

polluted the area.

The Bay Horse, the Duke of York, the Barley Corn tr@Old Malt Shovel
all had yards which had been packed with small cottage dwellings. Before the major
clearances of 1933 to 1934 there were around 53 yards branching off the main
Walmgate thoroughfare. A number of them, like Britannia Yard, could only be
accessed by covered passage, and contained rows-oparedown cottages

which were described in 1844 as 6dirty, |

The Hungate area was also densely populateidthe long narrow streets
which branched off the main thoroughféar@almer Lane, Garden Place and Haver
Lane, contained blocks of small workhetass houses. The smaller streets such as
Upper and Lower Wesley Place and Dundas Stwaath split offfrom these
streetswere also made up of two to four roomed bazbacls.L e et hamdés FI| oul
Mill dominated the Hungate skyline and was liable to spread dust all over tHg area.
As well as a maj or e mhpeketbapiealso mvhed aumiger ar e a 6
of properties in both Hungate and Walmg&ek Calpin was born in 8&semary
Place, Walmgate, in a house that was owned by Leéttem and o&6tchey woul

any repairs at all. We was damp and when we used to go out atimgldnd then

4% nterview with Nel Fearns, born 1918, YOHP.
“! Interview with Didk Calpin, born 1909, YEP.
“2Laycock,Reporton the State of the City of York
3 Interview with Andy Wauby, born 1921, YOHP.
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we used to put the light on and f*he beet|
Most of the Hungate area was bounded on the south sithe [River Foss, and

Dundas Street, Wesley Place and Garden Place in particular were liable to flooding.

O0[ The water] used to come up Hungate and
G a r T Theé locdion of several major industries, residents of Hungate were

subjected to the smells of slaughter houses and chicory works, and the smell and

smoke from the flour mill, gas Works and

As well as small cottages and baokback houses, Hungate also contained a
number of tenement buildings. To the north of the district, a small court which had
formerly been the residence of the Vicars Choral was home to the Ebor Buildings,
and in a small closed court off the main Hungatetoou g hf ar e t he Br adl «
Building tenements were built above water clostese buildings were described
by the Medical Officer of Healt hthen 1907
water closets underneat h adwebtddsdrieedini ve t
detail by Rowntred’ They were also notorious: Francis Porter was robbed by
prostitute Mary Ann Maxwell here, for example, after she invited him to follow her
back to her dwelling®Mr s C del i vered mil k tahdkitre as a

was térribleo.

Both the Hungate and Walmgate districts-geiidently contained the poor
quality housing which signified to contemporaries that it was a slum. Both areas
were also subject to extensive sanitation surveys, which helped to fuethentthis
reputation. In 1909 in a letter to the Town Clerk, the Health Department attempted to

communicate the importance of carrying out such work:

We recognise how much labour is involved in making a complete sanitation

survey ofthis large district bt we believe the existingpnditions are such

“ Interview with DickCalpin, born 1909, YOHP.

*®Interview with Ted Chittock, born 1922, YOHP.

“® Intenview with Andy Waudby, born 1921, YOHP.

“"York City Health DepartmerfRecords Acc. 157.10.10, Hungate, 1907, anohRtree,Poverty: A
Study of Town Lifepp. 155157.

“8Yorkshire Gazette2 January 1887.

9 Interview with Mrs C, born 1909, YOHP.
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that thisconsideration should not deter the council from undertaking the

investigations®

Certain yards and streets in the Walmgate district were a frequent feature of sanitary
reports and public health daoents. Hope Street, George Street, Long Close Lane

and Britannia Yard were particularly prominent, and their large Irish population was

often the focus of discussion. The concern on the part of the authorities was centred
around the threat this immigranmgulation posed to public health, and was

particularly apparent during the nineteenth century cholera and typhus outbreaks.
Following the 1847 outbreak of typhus amongst the Irish in Butcheriyapdy

named for the slaughter houses which bordered tlad sottages and lodging

housest he Yard was taken over by St Margar e
Court, the properties repaired *And 61 et |
Smithés report to the Boar d ymhfisepideraid t h i n
and a desire to reduce poor law expenditure were the leading motivations in

removing the sick Irish, who were then sent to an adjacent pafi$tat the Irish

had settled in the most impoverished areas of housing, however, made little

difference when later apportioning blame for their conditions.

The death rate in Walmgate was consistently higher than the rest of the city.
In 1898 the York Medical Officer of Heal!
causes6 of the alkipeptreradlg Wemgbedi Morgreat
the poverty and want of cleanliness of a large proportion of its population, its old and
small houses and tenement s>*Byadlthewant of
Medical Officer found that the mortaf rate in Walmgate had reached almost
double that of the rest of the city. The chief causes of deativerculosis,
bronchitis, pneumonia and diarrhdebe related explicitly to the squalid

conditions>

*0York City Health Department Record&¢c. 157.10.910, Hurgate,1909.

*LYCA, York Board of Guardians and Public Assistance Commifiee, 2/1.1.7, Board of
Guardians Minute Book4,84749.

*2 FinneganPoverty and Prejudicey. 49.

%3 City of York, Annual Report of the York Medical Officer of Health, 1888rk, 1899).

**York City Health Department Recordsgc. 157.10.9, Ministry of Health Pape@hief Medical
Officer®Report,1914.
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The full scale sanitation survey that todaqe between 1906 and 1907

strengthened the reputation of Hungate as a slum, particularly at the local level, and

highlighted it as o nTdeeaténsite horigedousey 6 s pr obl

survey foll owed Rowntreeobmgatltasad fogpadri @ |

owor-kl agsd6, and incl uded scaondtimieemants Ino n

the yearsmmediatelypr ecedi ng the First World War

Medical Officer of Health, wasspeciallyactive in the area, threatening uriini
owners with demolition orders to achieve housing improveméfitse reports of
the Medical Officer of Healtbn Hungatencluded comments on the general

cleanliness of each house visited, alongside amenities, and demonstrated the

bot |

perceived link betweeenvironment and behaviour. Inthsca of Geor ge Jac
house, No. 5 Church Sidiéhe bedding and bedroo wer e descri bed as
the inspector also noted that the bedr ool

vent i1 Adcdptngthamany tenants were O6bl amewort

Of ficer of Heal th also criticised house

in regard to their properti€$. Others were far quicker to place the blame firmly at
the feet of the slum tenants themselw&/hen completing his section of the

Visitation Returns for York in 191%;anon G. M. Arglest he r ect or of
Bi shophi |l | wil explicity statedi®etl eereen t drse a good
homes but in the main the fault lies with the peoplen t h e>®Ih total,gshe s 6 .

St

ma n

York Health Office identified7a0eys’proper f

In 1901 Rowntree identified the districts as belonging to the poorest section
of the city. Inthe accompanying map, Hungaied Walmgate we branded in an
unpleasant muddy brown colour that identifiedtre® bel ongi ng t o

di stricts of the ci tyhe oteoanepsroftre mapgvere h e

represented in much more visually appealing colours; commercial digtrigitski,

theworkingc | ass ar eas Bervanykedpihgcha8araas id linte green 6

5 York City Health Department Record&¢c. 157.10.910, Hungate Area House Inspection Record
Sheets, 1904.907.

*® |pid., 6 March1907.

°"Y614, Report on the Sanitary Conditions of the Hungate District by Edmund M. Smith, Medical
Officer of Health, June 1909, 9.

*8 Borthwick Institute for Archive¢Borthwick), Parish of St Mary Bishophill the Elder with St
Clementés, Bp.V. 1915/ Re

*¥York City Health Department Records, Acc. 157.1009HungateArea HouselnspectiorRecord
Sheets190607.

®Rowntree¢ P1 an of t hRoveryi A Studyoof Towhd.ifSkedalso figure 14.
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i highlighting to readers of his report that Hungate and Watengelonged to the

most unappealing elements of the cfsee figure 14)

Rowntree also singled out a number of streets surrounding Micklegate as being slum
areas, although Micklegate itself was not part of this classification. Skeldergate and

North Stre¢ wer e undoubtedly two of the poores
Nest 6 was the site of the first case of
185 death§’ However, neither of these streets nor the Micklegate area ever reached

the infamy of theHungate and Walmgate districts on which this chapter focuses. It

could be argued that a district only became a slum when it acquired a degree of

notoriety, and once established such a reputation then provided a focal point for all

considered squalid anchmoral.

2.2 Court and Newspaper Reports

It was not only sanitary surveys and poor housing which bolstered the slum image of
Hungate and Walmgate. Charles Dickens brought the connection between the slums

and crime before a very large audience with highdescriptions of parts of the

London underworld? Such sensationalist writings fed a view of the slums as places
threatening dangé&f.H. J. Dyos noted that lurid descriptions of the London slums
turned them into a 6puhldthipapulas lpeeature ioenl e 6, b |
the serious reform discourse of social investigators and sanitary insjfédtois.
artificial divide, however, fails to reci
literature contributed to the same view of the slums asattang and unhealthy

places. Slumming united opportunistic journalists and earnest reformers, and for

Seth Koven represented the dmessier mingl

prejudice6; of altrui®m, idealism, acti vi

®! FinneganPoverty and Prostitutiorp. 52.

%2 Seein particularSketches by "Boz," lllustrative of Eveigy Life and Everglay PeoplgLondon:
Chapman and Hall, 1874 [183&lhdOliver Twist(London Richard Bentley, 1838

#g MartinGas kel |, 6IStumspsducti ond i n

“Dyos, 6The Slammé omft40viioect @p. 5

% Koven, Slummingp. 3.
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Newspapers reported @aourt appearances by residents of slum areas and
published sensationalised accounts of the horrendous conditions in the poorest
districts of the city. In the 1840s tN@rkshire Gazettean a dehumanising exposf
the Bedern area and its residents, winohdered Hungate:

Take Bedern, for instance, and what do you firidth, misery, drunkenness,
diseasend crime. Let those who doubt the proof of this dsseexamine (if
they have theourage) for themselves and they will find that no legge can
describe the feelingsxcited by observing the swarms of human beings
hoarding together, without tlefightest regard for the decencies of life. Let
them, fora short time, inhale the closad pestilential atmosphere of these
abodes of fih and contemplatif they carwithout horror man in his lowest

state displayindprutal unconsciousness of lisgradatiort®

Such depictions could be found in newspaper accounts across the jpe@otbber

1896 John and Mary Agar of Carmelite Street, Hungate, were soethiny the

NSPCC for neglect. Théork Heraldreported that the two room house which the
Agarsd shared with their eight children
told the court that Oo6the stench wses over

carefully as 6%t was too revoltingo.

Recognised as one of the most intensive areas of Irish settlement in the city,
Britannia Yard, Walmgate, was characterised in the local press by the fights, assaults
and thefcommitted by its residenf8. John Gil, a notorious resident, was convicted
for the sixteenth time in 1888. His first appearance before thg aodB75 under
t h e h eAaCaddtion toaValihgate Roughdaw Gill,thenaged 19, charged with
assaulting a horse dealer. He was subsequerghgett with a variety of offences,
including assaulting hisown fath®1 n 1896 he was descri bed
worst characterso6 and had been €dimnvicted
one of his court hearing€hief Constable Haley remarkedat Walmgate was

Obecoming beyond control. I f a policeman

% Yorkshire Gazette 27 October 184%ee also p. 62.

®"york Herald,24 October, 1896.

% FinneganPoverty and Prejudicep. 48.

%9 York Herald,14 September 1888, 4 September 1875 and 20 April 1883.
"OYork Herald,10 October 1896.
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prisoner was 3$'PE wiliamoAtkinsen wae disciplinedlid 1901
6for allowing a prisoner to escaépge cust O
force to pr évleerexploits bf infamoessimdivicdls. and families,
reported in the press, taintélde reputation of particular neighbourhoods and the

wider area.

I n the press, the Ilrish in particular
oOwil dé, and appeared 6only in connection
filth ard’dnnje Pindercdmynénted on the stigma facing the Irish living in
Wal mgate, recalling how for her motherds
them days. Not women, there wanoét | ike T

only domestic and [many] wou'fTdmed té nheaavre 6 «
l'ittle streets6 of Hope Street, Al bert Si
gained particdr notoriety throughout the period due to their overcrowded nature

and intensive Irish settlemefitAssociations with drinking and fighting were

popularised through the local press, and Robert Kay recorded a particular incident in

his diary womenrsad tadnzem few dayssado [that] the Lord Mayor

[also the chief magistrate] ought to be grateful for the Irish in Walmgate, for if it was

not for them he could never get a liviffg.

The pubs, beehnouses, lodging houses and brothels that aboundedar)
criticised by newspapers and featured in court reports, also helped to create a
particular image of these poor distridisothels recorded by the police and named
by Penitentiary inmates wemerwhelmingly concentrated in e poor districts of
the city. Young women working as prostitutes would often meet potential clients
while they were walking through the main streets of the city centre, but took them
back to houses in Hungate and Walmgate. In one instalizah&h Convin met
Private Robert &Bstwood in the city centre on a Saturday night and took him back to
her house in Hungate, where their exchange took pldarticular streetsiiboth
Hungate and Walmgate becanm@orious for the numeus brothels they contained,

" York Herald,26 August 1876.

2YCA, Police Files, Police Service and Character Books, 286.23.125, William Atkinson, 14
December 1901.

3 FinneganPoverty and Prejudicey. 11.

" Interview with Annie Pinder, born 190%0OHP.

S Interview with Fred Milburn, born 1894, YOHP.

®Robert Kay, Acc. 974Gr andf at h e r NoRmdkd875190Qay 6 s

""Yorkshire Gazette21 May 1881.
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andthe large number ofrpstitutes living and working there. Wesley Place, located

in Hungate but also directly connected to Walmgate, had by the late nineteenth

century cemented its reputation as a centre of prostitufieents picked up in

Walmgate and Fossgate coiilltdy meas of Strakers or Black Horse Passadge

quickly conveyed to a house of ill fame, amavflocal residets could fail to be

aware of theicharacter. Such notoriety could, however, prove lucrative for business;

clients would know where to go and what kpect. Being welestablished in a

particular area was an important way to attract clients, but could also attract the

attentions of the policdt could also have implications for other young women

' iving in such O6not or i o wasofilierawasechasged witm 1 8 9 .
i ndecently assaulting fourteen year ol d |
Wesley Place. He was found late at night trying to get into the bed that she shared

with her sister. Both girls screamed and he rari offbe hter apprehended by her

father. While the jury found the young soldier guilty, in passing a lenient sentence,

the Recorder said that there were Owomen
the Laceys, and living in a bad neighbourhood, the prisoneehad d ent | y o6 mad e

mi stake ii the houseo.

It is difficult to establish precs e | y w fespéctabi@aeigkbouds
thought of prostitutes and brothel keepd@itse responses of Mr Lacey and his
daughters to James McLar ededsthé newmspapent s e n
reports Newspapers published letters from middlass observers complaining
about the moral state of an areads i nhabi
general with disapproval. Social integration could depend on the charatter
local neighbourhood, and in Walmgate and Hungate it would appear that the social
and economic profile of prostitutes was not markedly different from the rest of the
urban poor. In Preston, when asked about life in the red light district of Magichest
Road, the responses of Elizabeth Raddert i nt er vi ewees ranged fr
condemnation of the women who worked there, to tolerance and even a grudging

79|

admiration’”> I n Yor k Harry Thel fal/l noted disapp

| ot of e cityebat@Emily Richartison conceded that prostitution was just

8 orork Quarter Sessiofsyork Herald,7 October1893. See also p. 100.
" See in particular thimterview with Mrs H. I. P whoserbther, a policeman, thought the Manchester
Road prostitut elsasweerse yootuh eRamenbAln tMe ssthn Fdl9.Fl.a c e
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6t heir way o f°Dereen Bolton gcalked theiprostitntgsdvho
frequented her motheroés pub: 61 used to
ni &'®ne.poor community whicremained largely removed from prostitution was

the Irish population. Moving into areas often associated with prostitution, including

some of the yards off Walmgate, Frances Finnegan noted how prostitution offences

fell rapidly in areas colonised by thesh, although she only hints at the peer

policing or moral constraints that may have been the reason f&f thesnnot be

assumed that different communities shared a common set of ideas about sexuality

and social mores.

Soldiers undoubtedly augmentee ttoffers of pubs in both the Hungate and
Wamgate districts, antheir presence cemented the reputation of the area in the
minds of many outsiders. Stationed at the nearby cavalry and infantry barracks on
Fulford Road, soldiers frequented Hungate and Wateto visit friends, drink and
take advantage of other, more illicit, pleasuf&sief Constable Haley told the
Watch Committee that Wal mgate was becomi |
numberofsoldd r s who ni ght i 188tiseenilithylawhoritidse r e 6 .
had to be called in to help restore order in Walmgate. The incidenidely
reported across the city aRibbert Kay noted in his diary that the trouble began in
the Black Horse public house, wheréght between a militarynan and reiderts
got out of hand. Chief @hstable Haley told the \itch Committee that a soldibad
returned to the pub to reclaim his stolen property and confront the thief. After
apprehending the man he believed to be responsible, a fight broke out. Other soldiers
beame involved, along with other local residents, and the street became inaccessible
for over an har. After the event, the soldiergere forbidden from entering
Walmgate for the rest of their stay in the étyhe York Heraldreported that
severalefadi sgporwasad occurred in Wal mgate 0t

militia men [who were] ®quarrelling with |

8 Harry Thelfall, born 1880 and Emily Richardson, cited in MasfEns, Respectality of Late

Victorian Workersp. 156157, p. 236.

8 |nterview with Doreen Bolton, born 1910, YOHP.

8 Finnegan argues that the Irish contribution to prostitution in York was disproportionately low and

muses that this may have been due to differentncomald e s and t he dunusually <ch
immigrant womenFinneganpPoverty and Prostitutiory. 53 and Finnegaoverty and Prejudice

8 Watch Committee Minute®/COU/5/8/3, vol. 516 March 1881.

8 Robert Kay, Acc. 974Grandfather Robert Ka dNotetbok, 18751900andWatch Committee
Minutes,Y/COU/5/8/3, vol. 53 August 1882.

8 York Herald,5 August 1882.
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Mr Slater also noted the tension between soldiers and the residents of the
area; Othe soldiers andtciaviolnie®dManyitt hey 6u :
the community did not | ike soldiers becal
reputation for O6being here today and gon:
enough to be left with &Ydirgwaomenwerehey wer

often discouraged from openly socialising with soldiers, even within a family setting.

Anni e Pinderds mother would not all ow hei
wedding party in Walmgate; &6éfAiGedu your self
young man, ge% on your wayobd.

The reputation of Hungate and Walmgate developed through a process of
repetition, with different issues being brought to public attention. The emphasis
could change, from crime and prostitution to public health and npahici
improvement, but all helped to strengthen the slum stereotype. As Graeme Davison

noted

The slum stereotyp@ portrayed | ower <class | ife
termsi diseasedistress,disorder,disaffectioni and always from a lofty
middle-class pmt of view. It acted as a shutter closing the minds of

contemporaries to the inner life and outlook of the §dor.

External signs such as dirt and oeeowdedness became signs of immorality to
middle-class observers. Once established, the reputatiostiofdistricts became an

entity in its own right. Generally these neighbourhoods were socially mixed, with
different levels of housing available. Workhatass families with very different

income levels lived in close proximity, yet for external obsentesss easier to deal

in blanket assertions and generalisations. Such slum narratives obscured the diversity
of the streets and the people who lived there, and the broad brush strokes painted by
social investigators and sanitary inspectors could conceaharkable range of

conditions. Differences could be subtle or the character of different streets could

vary enormously. As Margaret Mann Phillips, the daughter of the vicar of St

8 |nterview with Mr Slater, born 1908, YOHP.
87 Interview with Annie Pinder, born 1904, YOHP.
88 |
Ibid.
9Gr aeme Davi s on The®uteastsobMelbaume: Bssags in Social Histedy by
GraemeDavison, avid Dunstan and firis McConville(Sydney: Allen and Unwin, 1986). 3.
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Mar gar et 66s[,i m escoamhd esdt r eet s] onedtheouse wou
next a tri nOlieWauby livedirt Gearge Stéeet, Walmgate, but as

the daughter of a greengrocer she was sent to private school and socialised largely

with other shopkeepero6s children. She wa:

Geoorge Street, amofidany tAleebancdrods fka misloy

themselves to be quite respectable. As a child she remembered hearing her parents

gossiping about the neighbours; those th;

mother and father thught that it was awful, it was not to be mentioned in front of

me, anything like that. Bd&t | mean, | ha:
Greengrocers |like Olive Waudbyds fat hi

workers manual labourers, publicargas workersand butchers that resided in

Hungate and Wal mgate were grouped toget h
and their individual circumstances, identities and experiences wefé To®.press

highlighted criminal and disorderly behaviour, with repoftso6 unf or t unat e w
theft, assault, gambling, drunkenness, obscene language and indecent behaviour by

the residents of the distrittNewspaper reports, sanitary authority investigations

and social surveys offered merely a snapshot of the urban laed#oapangible

conditions of the street mattered less to outsiders than the images of dirt and squalor

they were presented with. Poverty, poor housing and the often increased visibility of
families and young people on the streets encouraged such negateeyping, and

those from outside Hungate and Walmgate read about or visited the area with their

own preconceptions and apprehensions. The multiplicity of experience and identity

was collapsed into a orddmensional world, perhaps best highlighted Hsy t

unpl easant muddy br dPovertymmap.l our on Rowntr e

For external observers, the streets and courtyards in Hungate and Walmgate
were a place agqualor of immorality and drunkenness, there to be improved or,

ideally, removed. Published accountsicluding philanthropic reports, sanitary

O phillips, p.22.

L Interview with Olive Waudby, born 1909, YOHP.

9 |nterview with Mary Alexander, borh913, YOHP.

% As Robert Roberts emphasizesinhisfjpse r son account of working cl ass
of Salford, terms granted to the urban poor by Engels or used in fictionalised representations put

forward by writers like Dickens do not negsent the, at times, complex social hierarchy or range of

experience of working class lifRoberts,The Classic Slunpp. 1317.

% York Herald,31 July 1886, 21 August 1886, 27 May 1899, 11 May 1886, 4 April 1883, 4 August

1884, 17 June 1887.

89



investigations and newspaper repértsere fundamental in representing a particular

view of the lives of the working class of York to outsiders. They played a central

part in the social construction of the slum avete designed to provoke certain

responses; but their authors were also concerned with investigating, understanding

and, in many cases, improving the conditions of these poor districts. Reformers
genuinely attempted to improve slum living conditions,thely were unable to do

so without stigmatising the poorest. Their descriptions of the Hungate and Walmgate
district placed increasingly spatial and

dwel l ers, and the Orespectabl ed resident:

The exisence of poor workinglass areas in the city had long been
acknowledged, but Hungate and Wal mgate wi
concerm’” Their existence was increasingly seen as conflicting with the image of a
6gent eel 6 c i t yasarbsartfor coantrkgentlemnen and vislEdd f
tourists;when protestinggainsthe proposed Poor Law Guardian offices in
Museum Street, the Lord Mayordeclaiegh s t hey coul d not make
manufacturing town, he thought they ought to maintain & plsice of resort for
country gent | eméTheamall overdrosviled stréets mrid densely 6 .
packed houses seemed the very anathema of the clean and orderly city upon which
| ate Victorian society placed visitarganckeasi ng
many of its residents only through reputation, a reputation that was established and
reproduced through published accounts that told the same stories of dirt, misery and
disorder, accounts of Hungate and Walmgate reflected the concernsidémut

rather than any of the conditions or experiences they claimed to represent.

3.Reconst r utgpicalsiug6 t he 0

On the surface, there is no shortage of information on the lives of the Hungate and
Walmgate residents. The sanitary investigatiorssatial surveys presented

numerous facts relating to life in the district, and newspaper reports added

®Seealsavi s,ndéBédyeo Georgi an facaded, p. 144 and Joh

social construction of O6the poord and how the i de
John Welshmari)nderclass: A History of the Excluded since 1888edn (London: Bloomsbury,
2013), p. 4.

% Yorkshire Gazettd,0 September 185%ee also chapter four, p. 171.
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sensationalism. Yet in each of these cases, the lives of the poor were observed from
outside. The young workingass who lived, worked and socialisedhe poor
districts of the city were the objects of debate and reform, but their voices were

rarely heard.

For archaeologists in York, Hungate provided an opportunity to explore
beyond slum stereotypes and examine a disadvantaged community. Over sesen ye
archaeologists from the York Archaeological Trust (YAT) excavated several areas of
the Hungate district, focusing particularly on Palmer Lane and DundasiStreet
which had been demolished by slum clearances in the 198@%the former sites of
Belleby6s Saw Mil |l an d Thesathabobgitalprojged our Mi | |
presented an opportunity to recover information about the people of Hungate, their
buildings and their way of life from Roman times through to the twentieth cefitury.
Alan Mayne emphasizeéke importance of archaeological work in enhancing rather
than simply echoing existing knowledge about the past, and its potential to question
prevailing interpretation¥. The work undertaken by YAT at Hungate hoped to use
material evidence to develop taealysis of a poor community, avoiding stereotypes
that homogenise the former residents of the area. Yet the evidence does not live up to
these expectations; while the excavations uncovered the walls of buildings, yards and
surfaces which match maps, piing information about the local infrastructure and
the built environment, these do not further the knowledge that can already be built up
from archives and documentary sources. TI
games that the site uncovered docatwllenge what is already known about the

area:®

The Hungate excavations were also accompanied by an oral history project
t hat hoped to uncover the |Iives of the m

slumd. The Hungat e o rvadercdilectson af intgrvieges oj ect |

%" Detailed information about the Hungate excavations esfotnd on both the YAT website,
<www.yorkarcheology.co.ukand the Hungate Dig welbsi <www.dighungate.com [accessed 29

August 2013.

B6About Hwuwvgighurgdte.com[accessed 29 August 2013

“Al an MBgyend 6Metrics: Reappr alitarnatogal JYunalkfé s Hunga't
Historical Archaeologyl5: 4 (2011), 554655.

g, Antoni, 6Sewer Division Shaft Excavations: H
Archaeol ogi cal Watchi ng BYork &rdhaealogidal THustc avat i ond, Me
<www.dighungate.com[accesse@9 August 201 For further discussion of theurgate

excavations see O6Poverty i n DeplnthrnatiohbbJaurnBlefr spect i \
Historical Archaeologyl5: 4 (2011).
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conducted by the York Oral History Society and held in storage at the York City

Archives. Founded in 1982, the Society has a collection of over 600 interviews with
recollections spanning the late nineteenth century to tisepirelay. The Society is a

voluntary group of local historians who have carried out interviews with local
residents with the aim of O6preserving thi

published selections of these in local history publicatiths.

The YOHP ad associated publications are similar to other local history
studies which have been criticised for subscribing to an overall trend of nostalgia and
displaying a particular pride in regional identitf@&The Hungate publicatiomRich
in All But Money: Lifan Hungate 19041938 features a range of interviews with
former Hungate residentsmany of whom were moved to new council houses after
the clearance of the area. The promotional material emphasizes the publication as a
6uni que col | ecotlilocenc toifo npse rasnodn ante moer™® e s
This celebratory impulse is also evident in the collection of interviews on Walmgate
The Walmgate Story: Humour, Heartache and Hp&terviewers have looked for
evidence of adaptation, endurance amsdliszice, but in stressing this both
publications have a tendency to sentimentalise. Limited means did not necessarily
mean squalor or instability, but it is important not to eephasise this celebration
of the past and thus distort it. Even when prghifre difficult aspects of life, the
i ntervieweros tone is often to celebrate
to prevail over difficult circumstances. This is highlighted not only by the titles of
both publications, but also within the indiuvia interviews, including some not
published. IrRich in All But Moneythe editor Van Wilson notes that the collection
6highlights the incredible resfl ience an

The interviews, however, when used critically and in comuimm with
documentary sources, can help further the analysis of life from the view of those

who |l ived in the oO6typical slumbé, and chal

YoYor k Oral Hiwsw.yrkoralhiStorydrgesk [scoessed 10 July 20113

2gee Sall yTh®o Haolmef fF,r ot i n t he SecoThalocdlor | d War
Historian, 32:1 (2002), 22-40for similar issueskor detailed discussion of the oral history testimony,

see pp. 24L7.

193van Wilson, Rich in All But Money: Life in Hungate, 190®38(York: York Archaeologich

Trust, 2007).

194 \van Wilson, The Walmgate Story: Humour, Heartache and Hpgerk: Voyager Publiations,

2006).

1% ilson, Rich in All But Moneyp. 1.
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perspective on how the young people who lived in Walmgate and Hungate imteracte
with the 6slumé | abel. A number of inter
readings and popular opinions of the atemaiisa Aldrich described the Ebor

Buil dings opposite Bedern school as 6sl ul
livedinLongCle e Lane unti|l his marriage, remem
slums, you know?® Other respondents repeated the belief of many outsiders that
police would only enter the districts 1in
on his own inthose areat wo or t hr e e %Yt FtedhMilburnftao get her
former police constable, noted that the police generally patrolled the Hungate and
Walmgate area alof&N e | | Fearns noted that O0you sa\

timed and they wW8uld 6try every door o

Louisa Aldrich grew up in St Saviourgate, but even as a young child knew
that the street was much more respectable than the neighbouring Hungate, Dundas
Steet and Carmelite Street. She spent a lot of time in Hungate, however, and actively
rejected theondescending attitude of some of her neighbours regarding the poorer
areas; Othere was ond-dah two weopbdbrt vef yc
wi t h t he mMosvevgr, wivem kocidlising outside of the area spoumg
people were reluctano admit to where they lived. Ndfearngecalled talking to
boys 6and theydédd say fAWhere do you | ive?:
inHungateé Theyodd ke ep'iaheatgstinionyoNell Feasns was
particularly frank in her belief tt, despite her refusal to tell people she lived in
Hungate, the area and its residents were superior to those of neighbouring Walmgate,
which she described as being o6like a war.
teenage years, Nell Fearns liveduandas Street, condemned by the Medical

Officer of Health and cleared in the 1930s. She reiterated that she often would not

tel |l out siders that she I|Iived in Hungate
Hungate ... thatos wrmesssbatthathvasyanommer way oft i g gy
saying it had a rough namebo. However, bei

keen to stress the great community spirit of the Hungate residents. Hungate was

108 |nterview with Louis Aldrichand Albet Howard, born 1913, YOHP
107 |Interview with James Cave, born 1910, YOHP

198 |nterview withFred Milburn born 1894, YOHP.

109 |nterview with Nell Fearns, born 1918, YOHP.

10 nterview with Louis Aldrich, born 1919, YOHP.

11 nterview with Nell Fearns, born 1918, YOHP.
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Omarvell ous. Absol utely matrhveerl |hoaunsd,,6 hwahdi |
name, they used to |ive in filth and it
testimony on the area with the remark t hi
way fr om u s*While edamal gplservers often discussed thedveas

together, Walmgate and Hungate had two distinct identities, often felt very strongly

by those who Iived there. For Thomas Abb:
foreign territor’Fraend MNiolub wrind,ndtth o wgeha,d b n
going through Walmgate. If you minded you own business you were dlright

nobody would iWterfere with youbo.

Some of the oral history respondents, then, seemed to support established
readings of their communities, and the reputation of the slum evidently thagict
bearing on their daily live§> What kinds of social activities were available for the
young people who socialised in these 0sl
discourses have on these? How did the young working class engage with their

neighbourhood space?

3.1 Home and neighbourhood: a case study of Lower Wesley Place

Al ong with Wal mgate, Hungate, as we have
slumé area, and one of i1its streets; Lowe]
investigationhere. Using the Medical Officer of Health files, census data, nhewspaper
reports and Rowntreeds survey informati ol
place of home and neighbourhood, and consider what such space may have meant to

the young working @ss who resided there. Lower Wesley Place contained largely
backto-back cottages that ran down to the River Foss and, along with neighbouring
streets, was subject to frequent flooding. Yioek Heraldr e por t ed on O6di st

scenesd i n HuUmMPRt evhiem @datheberver fl owi ng o

12 Interview with Nell Feans, born 1918, YOHP.

113 |nterview with Thomas Abbot, born 1919, YOHP.
14 nterview with FredMilburn, born 1894, YOHP.
115 |nterview with Nell Fearns, born 1918, YOHP.
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Scale 1:1800

Figurel5. The map shows Lower Wesley Place running down to the River@&d&aswn
Copyright and Landmark Information Group Limited 2014. All rights reserved. 1900.

people almostwholly n pr eparedé. A number of houses
a half feet of water, and inhabitants in
Place and Upper and Lower Wesley Place were the chief sufferers ... in these streets
were many cases of real distre" '8 The York Health Department documented

further severe flooding in the area in 1933, as shown in figure 16. In addition to

structural and decorative damage, the Medical Officer of Health noted properties

were often left damp and with dank smells tivagéred long after the flood water

had receded. Flooding could also have other consequences: James Linley reported

118 york Herald,22 October 1892.
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Figurel16. Flooding in Lower Wesley Place pictured in Felbyu933, York Health
Department.rhage courtesy of Imagine Yofccessed 12uly 2013.

at the police station in October 1892 that his house, 12 Lower Wesley Place, was on
fire. The fire had been initially been lit to help dry the house out after flooding, but
had quickly got out of contrdf’

The street contained a number of taral four roomed cottages which backed
onto identical properties in the yards behind, with access through narrow passages.
Most of the 11ft square houses were condemned by Edmund Smith, the Medical
Officer of Health, in 1908, but not vacated until the 19384s can be seen in
figure 15, a number of these houses back:
dominated the sky line, was noisy and liable to spread flour dust all over the
neighbourhood. The Medical Officer of Health had very few positives to say about

"7york Herald,21 October 1892.
18york City Health DepartmerRecords, Acc. 157.10.10, Hungate Area House Inspection Record
Sheets, 1901910.
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the housing in the street. Of number 2 Lower Wesley Place hethatadghile the

house was kept moderately clean, the building itself was poor, unhealthy, dark and

damp, with no ashbin and a defective flbBiFEor the residents who lived there, it

must hae been difficult to keep the house clean, despite good intentions, although

much | i ke Robert Robertsd account of | i f
0 wst people kept what they possessed clean in spite of squalor aicvedarg

dirto, ei NeHondatr ns noted 6it wd&s poor
Keeping houses warm could also be a difficult task, and broken windows and patchy

roofs could only compound this problem. Most of the dwellings had access to a cold

water tap, although wateradets were shared. Fourteen houses in the street shared

five WCs, which were, perhaps somewhat s
conditiond by the faddsstatheseGlafed spaces coull, He a |
however, cause neighbourly tensions; ldrodd of 16 Lower Wesley Place was

assaulted by Mary Snee in one of the yards behind Lower Wesley Place in 1883. The
Herald reported that Snee struck Todd with a coal rake and then threw a bucket of

water over her, but after calling withnesses on botessabnflicting evidence was

given, and the case dismissédThe intrusion of sounds, smells and the behaviour

of others could be intensified for those compelled to share space and fdéities.

The census returns for Lower Wesley Place in 1901 reveal wdiblz
varietyin household size, ranging from single occupancy to families of twelve.
Harriet Crosbie lived with her ten children, ranging in age from two to twenty one,
and her baby granddaughter, at number 14. The Medical Officer of Health noted in
19(8 that the backo-back house had just two rooms, which he labelled as the
Okitchend and O6front bedroomé, -and that |
ventilated*?* There were a sizable number of extended families on the street, with

young couples livingvith parents, and older members of the family living with

"9york City Health Department Records, Acc. 157.10.10, Hungate Area House Inspection Record
Sheets19 June 1906.

120 |nterview with Nell Fearns, born 1918, YOHP.

2lyork City Health Department Records, Acc. 157.10.10, Hungate Area House Inspection Record
Sheets19 June 1906.

122y ork Herald,20 November 1883.

123 Emily CockayneCheek by Jowl: A History of Neighboutsondon: Bodley Head, 2012).

124york City Health Department Reats, Acc. 157.10.10, Hungate Area House Inspection Record
Sheets26 July 1906.
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Figure 17 The rear of numberks17 Lower Wesley Place ¢.1933, York Health Department.
Image courtesy of Imagine Yorkdcessed 12 July 2013

younger relatives. In 1901, 12 Lower Wesley Bla@s occupied by James Linley,

his wife EIlizabeth and their four chil dr
number of the families also took in lodgers, who often worked at the nearby

Leet hamds Mil | . Local e mp bhoayhumber ofthact i vi t
residents worked in Leethamds, and of t hi
labourers of one kind of anothEP.Thevicaré St Savi our ds pari sh
Hungate:dMen almost entirely casual labourers. Women a considerable number g

out to char. Boys confectieny trade and other blind ajl@ccupations. Girls

confectionery trader laundrywor® , whi ch iis certainly appl

125 Census Return of England and Wales, 1901.
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Place'®®A number of the streetods residents ca
magistratesmost regularly charged with pettiyeft and drunkenness: twenty one
year old bricklayersodé | abourer Frederick
March 1900, while William Plows, a lodger living with the Crosbie family at 11
Lower Wesley Place,wasicar ged wi th being drunk and di

Square on a Saturday evening in 1895.

The majority of these sources on workicigss domestic and neighbourhood
space have been filtered through external observers, who favoured factual accounts
over imginative language; documenting rents, measuring rooms and counting
amenities. To such observers, workitigss homes could appear chaotic and
unclean, the opposite of the comfortable ordered space of the idealclakte
dwelling. In his chapter on housj, Rowrree included three floor plang;f o6t ypi c al
houses occupied by the watkdo artisansthose occupietly families in receipt of
moderate but regular wagesd finally 6t y pi c al sl umé dwel l ings
on defining and identifying spas, clearly labelling each room, and referring to
kitchens, pantries and bedrooms, although as Oliver Betts has argued, sudly+oom
room labelling often reflected middt#ass conceptions of home, and can only shed
so much light on how residents actualedtheir homes. The spatial components of
homes in Lower Wesley Place 6were much m
middlec | as s d o'ffikne rigid diviisions 6f living, eating and sleeping space
found in many middlelass homes were impossilitethe majority of two roomed
dwellings that housed the residents of Lower Wesley Place. Following the serious
flooding in 1892, th&‘ork Heraldr e por t ed t hat i n the Hungat
instances occurred where people sleeping on the ground floerawakened by the
rush of water at their sided, il lustrati:
and that spatial divisions might not have been as rigidly structured as external

observersupposed?®

Newspapers can offer glimpses into the pavadmes and lives of the
residents of Lower Wesley Place. In the case of assault against soldier James

McLar en, Emma Laceydés father James gave

126y614, Report on the Sanitary Conditions of the Hungate District by Edmund M. Smith, Medical
Officer of Health, June 1909, 9.

127y orkshire Gazett&§ March 190GandYork Herald,6 July 1895.

128 Betts,p. 92.

129york Herald,22 October 1892.
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he, his wife and their five children were all sleeping in one bedrodheathome
number 2 Lower Wesley Place. Emma, aged fourteen, shared a bed with her older
sister Elizabeth, and the entire family were woken by the screams of the girls when
McLaren tried to get in the bed with H&P.In October 894, Edward Crane was
summored for keeping an illegal lodging house in Lower Wesley Place. A previous
license application had been rejected by the Medical Officer of Health, but when the

Inspector of Nuisances, Inspector Atkinson visited, he found five men sleeping in the

front bedr@ m, and another three in the downst a

found sleeping next door with three other wom&Crane had previously been
charged under the Lodging Houses Act for allowing people of the opposite sex to
occupy the same room at Lodgingui$es he owned in the Water Lanes and
Walmgate'*? Sleeping arrangements could evidently be very compressed, with
brothers and sisters expected to bunk togétlasrmuch for warmth as lack of
space-** This sharing of beds could bring out dark fears in thedsibf external

observers, in particular a fear of what Hetfows of mixed genders and ages might

be exposed to. Rowntree noted that homes

no third bedroom could rai s¥Byt¢hel®Gt i ons

0 «

census Emma Lacey had married James Br owl

couple lived together in their own house at number 20 Lower Wesley Place. Her
older sister Elizabeth had also left the family home, which had now moved to
number 17 LoweWesley Place, where James Lacey and his wife lived with five
children and a lodger; twentyo year old Charles Skelly, who worked in the

confectionery industry.

The everyday experience of home for
must have been a cadsrably cramped one. Finding space for leisure was limited,
and considerably more difficult for those with little space and high occupancy such
as the Butterworth familyvho in the 1891 census lived at number 16 Lower Wesley

Place. In 1906 the house wascupied by just two adults who lived in the two

1%0york Herald,12 August 1893 and 7 November 1893.

31york Herald,5 October 1894.

132y ork Herald,13 April 1878, 31 May 19721 August 1886.

133 Anna Davin,Growing UpPoor: Home,Schooland Street in London, 1870914 (London: Rivers
Oram Press, 1996pp. 49-50.

134 Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lifp, 177.
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roomed backo-back cottage that was described as dirty, damp and deféttive.

However, in 1891, John Butterworth, his wife Sarah, their married daughter and her
husband, five other children and two granttiiein occupied the hous& What

experiences of domestic leisure might twefng year old labourer George

Butterworthand his nineteen and seventeen year old sisters, both working in the
confectionery industryhavebeenable to expect®f course, he nuniber of

occupants per house cannot necessarily r
about their home, or what they considered overcrowded. External observers

evidently had their own ided2’ but with such little space, is it any wonder much

everyday lie spilled over onto the street?

OHome6é is obviously more than just bri
of home and its material conditions evid
experiences of leisure both directly and indirectly. Worldtags homekke those
discussed did not generally give young people access to privacy and were not
conductive to recreatioand for Rowntree, the popularity of the public house was in
no small part due to the cramped conditions that abounded in the slum dwellings of
York.**® External concerns ovéneworkingc | ass 6homed reflected
the physical conditions, but also upon the perceived moral ones. The York City
Mi ssion noted that the O6decay of home i ni|
60y oung rdwnhdway on the streets ... habits are formed and practices indulged
in which are both morally and spirituall:
Society noted of the young girls admitted he Ref uge t hat Oowhen t
of many of these girlsome to be known, pity rather than blame must be the
upper mos ¥°Mang wlng megpe may have socialised on the streets
because of the cramped and squalid conditions at home, and it should also be

remembered that for young workiatass women in gticular, the home could also

135York City Health Department Records, Acc. 157.10.10, Hungate Area House Inspedtiod Re

Sheets, 26 July 1906.

1% Census Return of England and WalE891

371n his investigation into the dwellings of Hope Street, Walmgate, the Medical Officer of Health
noted; Ot he bedr oo miditamadilleentilased, asudllywitrsameaHanone | ow, i | |
bedstead, giving | ear e v i de n c e[emplasiscasided] York €ity tHealthdépartment

Records, Acc. 157.10.9, Hope Street Improvement Scheme, 1924. Rowntree cited the Registrar
General 6s reports, def i nrage gumiervotpersonsintiieiroongis mose wh e n
t han t wo 6PRoveRy $tady of €osvn Life. 169.

138 bid.. pp. 306:326.

139YCA, York City Mission, Acc. 223Box 1, Minute Book of Committee Meetings902, pp. 78

and Penitentiary Society, Acc 212, Anh&eeport, 1905.
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be a space of work. For others, the boundary between home and neighbourhood may

not have been so cleaut, and connections could be made between home and
neighbourhood space. Historians working on Helsinki in the early tethrdentury

have argued thatasworkiegl ass chil dren grew up, their
shifted; as they grew older, they increasingly roamed around districts they identified

as their own*°

4 . Lei sure and sociability in the o&6typi c:

As for all the young workinglass, access to leisure was mediated by physical

factors, most notably money and time, but the young people of Walmgate and

Hungate often had to construct a life for themselves out of relatively sparse raw

material. While reading or knittg could be pleasurable activities undertaken

indoors, often housing conditions prevented this. Social life in both districts was

| argely conducted outside of the home. R
families socialised outsiglé we a t h eary ware, nrerg women and children are
sitting on the pavéhddnctk nCoasdtp i onf rtelcea | d veedn |

summer nights especi al | {#°OwenCapineatedth® si t
reason for this; O0my mumorbomedhgubetonm,p a f al
onedownodé, and Dick Calpin remembered that
us a IaAnhiee bPitdwder | ived in Hope Street

h o u ¥*&ydace, or the lack of it, was not the only issue. Sgrneg people found
they had few resources for leis#re in thi

While the streets could be utilised more easily in the summer months, the
cold and darkness could make socialising outside during the winter more
challengng. Stan and Lily Hall walked out together even in the winter months, but

she remembered it being 6freezing col dbd

“YHei kki Paunonen, Jani Vindostrial erleanization wakinglassTlagls hi  Ai n
and slang toponyms in early twentiethe nt ur y Urdan Histony,86i3 §2009), 449172,

1“IRowntree Poverty A Study of Town Lifgp. 318.

142 |nterview with Dick Calpin, born 1909, YOHP

13 |Interview with Owen Calpindate of birth not recorded, YOHP and interview with Dick Calpin,

born 1909, YOHP.

144 Interview with Annie Pinder, born 1904, YOHP.

15 |nterview with Owen Calpin, YOHP.
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Heslington***For ot hers, on the dark winter nigl
place like Walmga €46Stan Lea remembered differently, arguing that there was

lots for the young people of the district toidd they could spare ashiln g; o0t hey
coudgotodances,o0s it was only | ike a shillingo,
house or pub*® Mrs Lonsdale, who lived in Hungate, went to the Theatre Royal

every Thursday, and also liked to go dancing as a young woman but noted that
6nights out were | i mit!@dhe8ausdayyighimarketo ney
provided a source of free entertaimmhas well as cheap food. Louisa Aldrich often

Oused to go scroungingd around the Parl i ;

with friends to 6see P theyod anything |

Material constraints could also make courtship difficult, with vigita t
sweet heartodos overcrowded kitchen often i
commercial venues that facilitated courtship were also out of the reach of many,
although the music hall and later the cinema did offer cheap seats. Young couples
often walked thetreets, like Stan and Lily Hall, or paraded up and down on the
O6monkey runé. A Saturday night trip to P
young men and women together. If courting in the local community, neighbours
were often responsible forthersw ei | | ance of the young cou
relatively small area and largely pedestrian existence meant that young couples
moved around neighbourhood space under the regular observation of others. Nell
Fearns recalled that whotyduiwere. fouwwateat e O ev el
watched over by every famil yad.f Bwan welen
seen talking to somebody, lads used to know which lads were worth talking to and
whi c h wStas and Lilp Hall walked out together all over tiiy, but were

al ways careful to be back in Hungate for
my dad were at end of?toéroad, |l ooking ou:
Wal king out or participating in the 0l

to a night at the cinema orusic hall, but even the cheapest seats or parading often

1% nterview with Lily Hall, born 1912, YOHP.

7 Interview with Owen Calpin, YOHP.

148 |Interview with Stan Lea, born 1909, YOHP.

149 Interview with MrsLonsdale, born 1907, YOHP
130 |nterview withLouisa Aldrich, born 1919, YOHP.
51 Interview with Nell Fearns, born 19180HP.

132 |nterview with Lily Hall, born 1912, YOHP.
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required O0Sunday Bshapwas evidendytalieatureggof workinge p a wi
class life in these districts, and in 19
morning pilgrimage to the paws h o'} 16 Hungate, James Cave used to watch the
gueues outside Sharpeds pawnshop on a Mol
under their arm, queut'™MgrypEvel gxcBamdger:
mot her would | end out jewebddbeeyHtagther ne:i
pawnshop in Walmgate®6 Sunday Bestd clothes could of
other necessities had been allowed for.

For external observers, the streets and courtyards in Hungate and Walmgate
were a place of licentiousness, of immibyaand drunkenness. For the young people
who lived and socialised there, they were a place for working, walking, eating,
drinking, fighting and courtindt was often on street corners that social relationships
were maintained®® Young men could have relgu spots which became an important
leisure venue; a place to gossip and catch up on local news. While they were often
male spheres, young women did participate, and sometimes courting couples were
introduced in this way. Stan and Lily Hall metontheeorn of Lor d Mayor 6
where they 6got tal ki ng™ bell Bearhslremembgredt g o i |
that o0l adsé used to spend their | ives on
with them. She spoke of young men standing on street corngsingrdown to the
Assembly Rooms or the De Grey Rooms to pick up-&unidis of cigarettes. Young
women would accompany them if there was
what ¢l ot he*¥Youny men cduld e vidnerable to police harassment
when loitering in this way. In many cases, the police on their regular beat were
simply avoided; 6as soon as the flat ffeel

(@)

police went away, "™ Otaerskerd notalwaysse ludky. Magtia i n
Cranea labourer from Hope Street, lodged a complaint against Sergeant Bain whom
he alleged had assaulted him. Crane reported that he and two other young men had

been standing outside the Bay Horse Inn, Walmgate, when Sergeant Bain said to

133 Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Life

5% |nterview with James Cave, born 1910, YOHP.

135 |nterview with Mary Eveyn Booker, born 1910, YOHP

1% seeDavies,Leisure, Gender and PoveriyndRoberts TheClassic Slunfor discussion on street
corner gatherings in Manchester and Salford.

57 Interview with Stan Hll, born 1911, YOHP.

18 |nterview with Nell Fearns, born 1918, YOHP.

19 |nterview with Thomas Rhodes, born 1910, YOHP.
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them oO0if weuowohowi Imo put you where the |
and then took him by the back of the neck and threw him on the pavement. Sergeant

Bain, in attempting to justify his actions, stated that one of the men, tsewn

year old James Sweeny, wasvelltknown bad character and after ordering them to

move on he was O0set at in defianced and
younger men in defence. He simply turned him around, and the young man tripped

and fell. The Inspector who received theaemoted that Martin Crane was sober

when making his statement, and Sergeant Bain was severely cautioned by the chief

constable®°

Fighting appeared to play an important roleirertaining the young people
of Walmgate and Hungate. For Mr Slater it wae ohthe defining aspects of being
a young man growing up i n otltheeewasfighing 6t al |
all righta*®*Nell Feartnsve nt out with her friends on a
used to come out youoddandautside tdhight?eMheze ar e w
do you think t &Bewsldoutside gettain pubs Wete a tegulard 6
occurrence, and a series of streets and pubs were well known locally for outbreaks of
violence.Walmgate was infamous for the large number of puimigses that lined
its main thoroughfare. In 1901 there were 20 public houses, folicefise shops
and one licensed club in the ar®dinhisd ary, Robert TKey noted
Moonbpu bl i ¢ house in Wal mgate, Ofiimthe e ar e 1
way of br awl s FredMibum eecaked tat at turnidg dut time
fights wer e 0 a8 Inthingsorhesoftheyaungladsrofelid ar &8 used
to make a point of wal king t*tAnne®igder [ Wal m
went i nto the Angel |l nn O6because every Sa
there was al ways a%®bhamas Rhodiedd eu sgood ntgo «
kerbs and wait for toédAngel Il nn turning o1
s 0 me h*¥ miok Calpin did not go into pubs until he was in his late teens, but he
remembered sitting on the streets outsid:i

%9 police FilesPolice Servicand Character Book#cc. 236.23.12.9, P.C. Bain, 31 May 1907.
181 Interview with MrSlater, born 1908, YOHP.

182 Inteniew with Nell Fearns, born 1918, YOHP.

183 Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town LilndK e | | y 6 s , 1B93.rSeecalscoFigyre 19:
Rowntsr &®d i nk Map of Yor kd.

%4 Robert Kay, Acc. 974Gr and f at h e r NoRlmobkel8BL90K,aT FedVi®on.

185 |nterview with FredMilburn, born 1894, YOHP.

188 |nterview with Annie Pinder, born 1904, YOHP.

87 |nterview with Thoma Rhodes, born 1910, YOHP.
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t her e 6t 1®The@qudreand)Gompass Inn in Wesley Place was also a
well-known location for th start of trouble in Hungate. Thomas Furness was
charged with being drunk and disorderly in Wesley Place and ass®@iGant
after drinking in the Square and Compass. John Welsh assB@tekéerbeck after

refusing to leave the Inn in 188%

Young me walking alone in the evenings would sometimes need to avoid
particular streets with an association with fighting, although as Fred Milburn pointed
out others actively sought this out. In Navigation Road two brothers, Jackie and
Thomas Harrison, would gdtr unk every O6Friday, Saturday
6t ake their shirts off 9 hetvdrkshirsBvenieget [ an
Pressof 1924 reported on one of the brothers on his thirteenth charge for being
drunk and disorderly. He apparentyt or t ed 6Wel | | 6m™t he bos:
Fights could be a way of proving oneself, but they could also represent a particular
sense of ownership that young people felt over their neighbourhood spaces. Brad
Beaven has highlighted how social reformeesevhorrified by the ways that male
yout hs actually appear ed-classneighbauhmdss s 6 t h
making outsiders feel distinctly unwelcol@@T homas Rhodes recall e
Street would fight with Navigation Road ... | was a rongbk, all us down
Navigation and Wal mg a t'8The andiosed naue sfthal | us
nei ghbourhoods could encourage young peo|
Fearns felt safe in the O0kmMmywmud kmlgiwg Rx@
where you were, no matter what alleyway you went in, what doorway you went
t hr o'lgho.

When fights broke out they quickly drew crowds, yet the majority of street
fights took place without police disruptionhdmas Rhodes would often wait for
fightsat er turning out time, and remembered

but they wouldnoét do nowt°StDengéeGhbrch j ust
complained to the Watch Committee about the state of Walmgate, remarking on the

188 Interview with Dick Calpin, born 1909, YOHP.

%9y ork Herald,18 February 1893 and 5 May 1885.
1% nterview with Dick Calpin, born 1909, YOHP.

"Ly orkshire Evening Pres86 November 1924,
"2Beaven, p. 114.

13 |nterview with Thomas Rhodeborn 1910, YOHP.
% nterview with Nell Fearns, born 1918, YOHP.

18 Interview with Thomas Rhodes, born 1910, YOHP.
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Ol axity of eddytdepdidte whigh e/qulchnot bie tolerated for one

moment i n ot her YPolieercandusisns redardingltreme andt y 6 .
disorder were influenced by knowledge gained on the beat, it was impossible for

them to patrol all the public houses i threa at closing time. They often allowed
drunkenness and fighting to continue in both Walmgate and Huhdgateaviour

they would have immediately suppressed in the central commercial districts of the

city 1 because in small numbers they were unablemdrol it. ChiefConstable

Hal ey recorded that in 1880 the average ¢
yardsdéd, and Ohaving an unlimited supply
mend meant that often &7fThepolicémamgedas f ocu:
working-class districts in a very different way to the busy shopping streets at the

heart of the city."®

While individual charge sheets do not survive for York in this period, the
police service and character books reveal particular occasiban an officer was
disciplined for a breach of regulations, and testimony in the court records as well
assaults on policemen can give an idea of the relationship between the police and the
young workingclass of the city. IThe Condition of the Woirkg-Class in England
in1844( 1887) Engels described how d6every we
b e a t'"®anddin York theHerald andGazettecarried weekly accounts of
policemen across the city being attacked while carrying out their dGtésf.

Constalte Haley reported to the Watch Committee in 1883 that in recent cases of

assault on the police O6the punishment aw;
which in his opinion both oO0deterred el i gi
theinterestsotte f orce i n mai nt afwiliamgQuionwdse r i n t

charged in 1886 for assaulting PC Lowther in Walmgate on a Tuesday evening after
the officer attempted to arrest him for being drunk and disorderly. Whilst being
escorted to the police stai, Quinn struck Lowther, kicked him and threw him
down 6seven RC Pearsgnhwas struickmoe taedface and kicked while

attempting to arrest Joseph Gowthorpe, aged 24, and in the same session the court

7% \Watch Committee Minute&[/COU/5/8/3, vol. 9, 21 November 1905.

7\Watch Committee Minute&/COU/5/8/3, vol. 5 27 July 1880.

8 For a detailed discussion of policitiie streets and commercial districts of York, see chapter four.
1" FriedrichEngels,The Condition of the WorkirGlass in England in 1844d. byD. McLellan

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999),171.

80\Watch Committee Minutes, Y/COU/5/8/3, vol. B Rlay 1883.

'8LyorkHerald, 21 August 1886.
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heard how PC Benson was assaulted by Jokkglen of the i Royal Dublin

Fusiliers'® However, it was not only rowdy young men that appeared before the

courts for assaulting an officer. In April 1883 Michael Flannagan was drinking in

the Woolpack Inn, Cattle Market, when PC Busby was calleenmye him for

being drunk and disorderly. Flannagan then kicked him in the shin, and was joined

by Annie Short who also kicked the officer. They st ander s t ook FIl ant
and the officer was pushed down aend il | u:
prison time for being drunk and disorderly, and extra time for assaulting Parsthy

Short was later admitted to the York Penitentiary Reffigja’hen attempting to

arrest drunken men and women, police officers regularly found themselves on the
receivingend of a wellplaced kick, and communities often rallied in support of

those being arrested. Henry Hart, a O6youl
disorderly conduct, and for assaulting two policematfier biting out a piece of PC

Ell erbembkd#sowewver, the court heard how t
thedefendaré and hit him on the head [with the
had now coll ected cried 6shamed on the p
interfering with the potie, and despite promises ofiamestigation by Chief

Constable Haley, it appears no action was taken against the offiters.

Rene Sheard, who grew up in two public houses in the Hungate area recalled
one customero6s relationship with the pol

Therewasne certain person on Haymarket,
quarrel with anybody. The police were
go upstairs and then emptied the wat el

by

yversocand sods, get® away, clear offo.

While it is difficult to determine precisely how the young working class felt about
both the police as an institution and the individual officers they came in contact with,

82yorkHerald, 4 August 1894.

183 yorkHerald, 4 April 1883 andPenitentiary SocietyAcc. 21212.13, Ladies Committee Minute

Books April 1884.

84 york Herald,23 May 1888Police FilesService and Character Bools;c. 236.23.12.13

Henry Barker The lack of action against the officers could be explained by the fact that Henry Hart
was a weHknown character, by this appearance he had already been before the courts at least three
times previouslyYork Herald,24 duly 1886, 20 September 1887 and 3 January 1888.

18 |nterview with Rene Sheard, born 1911, YOHP.
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the large number of assaults committed by some young people suggests that there
could be tension betweenthewth en pol i ci ng Or dpechpd ar ea s,
expecting violence and hostilitywere more likely to overreact to trouble, and those
experiencing heavy handed policing in turn could act aggressffetyung people
coudo) ect to the intrusion by the police i
and Andrew Davies have addressed the concept of neighbourhood belonging in their
studies of young people and gang culture before thé%%Bar Robert Storch, the
policemanserved s a Odomestic missionary6; a opr
organised lever of urban discipline [introduced] into the heart of workegs
commun®Al ekdugh the | anguage of ®&hmi ssi on:
enforcement of public order wasrtainly part of the rel ascribed to the new police,
though they also quickly gauged the Oreal
ar e®s 6.

Of course, not all the young working class were hostile to the police. Fred
Milburntr ecal | ed t &redtyou in p perse, put thdy wduld never hesitate
to come to you for want i ng HManyoffbeesl p at al
l ived within the community, and some f oul
the streeto, or bnihlota young meopl’f TovengHoyr i nv ol v
year old PC George Morrill was fined for gossiping with a man for ten minutes at St
Andrewgate corner’’ In a case investigated by the Watch Commite@Maude
was charged with neglect of duty after he failed to thkeprostitute Elizabeth
Claxton into custody. It later emerged that the public house which she regularly
frequented was o win&w®hwouldisemdtatttoseinghe h e r
habit of drinking or socialising with young people could then be rahic¢o take
them into custody, and it is impossible to know how often the police issued informal

cautions. There could be a certain amount of discretion afforded to individual

¥stefanS|1 at er, 6Street DiLawCritheand Historylt(20€2), 38&1t(pr 65)p o | i s 6,
8" Humphries Hooligans or RebelsandDavies, The Gang®f Manchester

storch, 6The Policemadls®@andoRmebeic Miessclbnadybe
Locusts:Police Reform and Popular Resistance in Northern England;3&aternational Review

of Social History20:1 (1975), 6490.

Wrorexcampl e: StePdblinci mguobadnd dn 6 san potice antl gopulat he met r
culture, 18291 8 5 Dhé L.ondon Journall5 (1990), 129146.

st orch, 6The Policeman-509s Domestic Missionaryo,
91 |nterview with Fred Milburn, born 1893, YOHP.

192police FilesService and Character Books;c. 236.23.12 John Leadley, 28 January 1898.

193 police FilesService and Character Bools;c. 236.23.12George Morrill, 4 September 1899.

19 \Watch Committee Minute&,/COU/5/8/3, vol 3,6 December 1871.
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officers, although these discretionary powers could be a cause for concerrseamong
those in charge of the organisation of the force. In 1889 -a@uimittee

investigated the York force and its organisation, with a special focus on allegations
regarding constables being drunk on duty, their involvement in illegal betting and
dischargimg drinking companions without chargaspector Denham faced one of the
most serious charges; of having warned brothel owners and publicans about police
raids and taking payment for doing ¢ a result of the investigation a number of
officers were demed or dismissed bihe Watch Committee, althougthief

Constable Haley astutely resigniedn full pensiori before the investigators
published their reporf® In more mundane cases, R@ighton Lowther was warned

in 1898 for failing to report a woman fosing obscene language, an@ Arthur
Robinson was similarly cautioned by the chief constable for failing to get the name

and address of a man who had been accused of using very bad laiiguage.

The streets of Walmgate and Hungate could be particularly limadas
well as fighting 6t her & JergWhite Addew of gaml
Davies and Carl Chinn, among others, have highlighted that gaming was one of the

most important street activities in workketpss districts, as seen by the persistence

of mass forms of illicit gamblin>*For Rowntree, to 6those wh
gambling and drinking [are] n8tional evil
Rowntreeds objections to gambling were bt

conviction played a parés did his conclusion that drink and gambling were the

major causes of secondary poveéfYFor others, gambling offended the legitimate
process of money making, and in an addr e:
Wal mgat e, the ar chbi d[manpmen]ddt dotam meneyd h e s |

19 Watch Committee Minutesy/COU/5/8/3, vol 6, May1889.See al so 6 Colotk espondenc
Herald, 24 May 1889.

1% police FilesService and Character Books;c. 236.23.12 ReightonLowther, 15 September 1898

andArthur Robinson.

“TInterview with Stan Lea, bort909, YOHP.

198 \White, The Worst Street in North Londobavies,Leisure, Gender and Poverand Carl Chinn,

Better Betting with a Decent Feller: A Social History of Bookmakirmgndon: Aurum Press, 2004).

19 Betting and Gambling: A National Eviéd. by B.Seebohm Rowntregondon: Macmillan, 1905),

p. vii.

“Families living in secondary poverty in York we
for the maintenance of merely physical efficiency were it not that some portion of it is absorbed by

oo her expenditure, 0&[iSercean duasreyf updo wer twalstvedwll d.app
the following causes, namelyDrink, betting, and gambling. Ignorant or careless housekeeping, and

other improvident expenditure, the latter oftenindugsed i r r e gul a Rowntiee,0f i nc omed
Poverty: A Study of Town Lifpp. 8687, pp. 140145.
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which they R45Rowntree was peshaps end @f the best known

members of the National ArGambling League (NAGL), founded in 1890 by F. A.

Atkins, which set out to attack both the gambling structure, and torapioor

gambl er of 06t he?®owntee veas avricerrtediveth whathvea y s 6 .
termed O6the growing evildé of betting and
in a lengthy footnote describes a casPavertyof two men prosecuted for using a

hous o6situated in a working class district
Whittaker watched the house across five ¢
women, boys and girlsé call at the house.
outintothest r eet and take slips frofff cabmen ar
Gambling amongst the working class was widespread invitirian Britain,

although from the 1880s onwards it became, McKibiias argued, unprecedented in

both 6scope *and] charactero.

Its opponents certainly saw the practice as widespread and excessive, and in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century there were concerted efforts made to
control gambling among the working class. Mark Clapson and Carl Chinn have
suggested, howevehdt gambling amongst the working class was actually small
scale and regular, and persisted despite the activities ajamtiling groups such as
the NAGL 2% Rowntree was a major driving force behind attempts to control money
off-course gambling in York, lbits popularity amongst the workirngass, and even
his own workers, did little to subsid® A particular concern of Rowntree and the
antrgambling lobby was the involvement of women and children in the activity, and

female gambling was seen as eviderite0o6 j ust how far the bett

“1york Herald,17 November, 1888.

292 Roger MuntingAn Economic and Social History of Gambling in Britain and the USA

(Manchester: Manchester University Pre€99), p. 25.

203 Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lifp. 144.

204 Ross McKiblin, The Ideologies of Class: Social Relations in Britain 1:8860(Oxford:

Clarendon, 2002pp.1023.

®Mark Clapson, 6Pl aying t he -bBtinginManchesterhSalfodor | d o f
and Bolton, c.1880 9 3 9Wor ke@ar sd Worl ds: Cultures and Communi
Salford, 18801939 ed. byAndrew Davies ath Steven FieldingManchester: Manchester University

Press, 1992), pp. 18678 (p. 159)andChinn,Betier Betting with a Decent Feller.

2%%|n 1914 a referendum was held at the Cocoa Works on whether to close the works for employees

to attend the Races, and a large majarftynenvoted in favourSee chapter three: leisure, courtship

and young people. lhis second social survey of York Rowntree complained of the York Races that

60t hey ar e populSaebohm Rawhtre@owvertykaadrPsogress: B Second Social

Survey of YorkLondon: Longmans, 1941), p. 400.
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s p r é%awbrkingclass areas Missions and roonformist chapels were often

the main site of anfjambling activity, and in 1890 the Hungate Missionhich

operated from the Garden Place Mission rooms in Herigaformed its supporters

t hat gambling was al most O6universald in |

6bewitching power 6 ver the areads residi

Bookmakers and their ageritshe runners, touts and lookotitsould do
business from a street cempitch, the entry to an alleyway, or in a house, pub or
wor kpl ace. Much of what was termed &6str e
rooms of houses, and runners collected bets and brought them back to the
bookmaker. Others operated out of shop$iam agents working in factories to
collect the bets and take them back to the bookmaker. Emily Fratsen liked to bet on
the horses as a young woman, and the errand boy who brought the meat from the
butchers to the house where she worked as a nursemditbusée the bets. She
recall ed one occasion when they sent the
police were there and the boy had the pr
my Dadds boot s, *“aNewspapasellers, abrfettmersybarbe?so 6 .
and tobacconists were often identified by the authorities for illegal betting, the nature

of their legitimate activities covering their illicit ones, which could make it difficult

for the police to take action against them. Nell Fearns spdke Bi | | y Cal pi no
barberds shop where O6nobody used to get |
onMrs Lonsdal eds sister worked in a gr oc
booking really, | thinK!'Theomaisptiooafer shop

gambling around such community locations demonstrate how much the practice was
embedded into workinglass life, buttiwas not simply the widespread nature of

betting which posed problems for the police and others who wished to control it, but
also that the majority of punters saw gambling as a harmless leisure pursuit, and thus

resented any attempts by the police to suppress it.

Corner pitches were used by some street bookies in the Hungate and

Walmgate districts, which enabled them to belg&sund by punters, while

"Mark Cl apson, OPlpalp9 ng the Systemob,

28 york City Mission RecordsAcc. 223, Minute Book of Committee Meeting$ngate Mission,
1890, p.6.

299 |nterview with Emily Fratsen, born 1897, YOHP.

210 nterview with Nell Fearns, borti918, YOHP.

21 nterview with Mrs Lonsdale, born 1907, YOHP.
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allowing an easy escape should the police approach. Corner pitches were susceptible

to police raids, so the positioning of lookouts was essential, and the small courts and
narrow passageways assisted in this. Passagewaysapdrtack lanes were also

commonly utilised as places for betting, often seen as a boundary between the public
space of the street and the private space of the home. They were well used, and could

be protected by lookouts, apdovided get away runs for botunners and punters;
OPolice used to come and raid and everyb:
anybodyéstheusewas thadymangyoul dn?d’e douwn

Violet Quigley noted how:

all toélads and fellrygs soseodttemn ¢ admpoll e c.
6em ... They uatdodseetifany boppers was comikgeands..
theydd run anywhere. And they used to
used to chase after 6&Mm. And go in tol
The community however, rallied round those gam

So long as they got awa y“HForVioletatdhgrol i ce, |
friends, such drama was fantastic entert:;
away fr om 0 eusedtolove tosde ovat ke thatv @hen police used to

come down both ways and u®® both ways, me

Betting was certainly one of the only ways, other than theft, to quickly get
money without earning it, and/en younger children could be imived in street
betting games, acting as lookouts or playing pitch and toss. In Januaryn1893 i
typi cal ywuaheere chagedenih playing pitch dmoss in Wesley
Place although the case was dismissed as the young men claimed they wdye simp
tossing to see who would pay for cigareftéd\ell Fearnsi s ed t o 6doggy oU
others involved in street betting, and Thomas Rhodes recalled the lookouts who
would notify others about the police; 6&éb)

corner,ter e was ndébody therebo.

2Anterview with Thomas Rhodes, born 1910, YOHP.

23 |nterview with Violet Quigley, born 1912, YOHP.

214 pid.

215 |bid.

21%york Herald,30 January 1893.

217 |nterview with Nell Fearndyorn 1918and Thomas Rhodeborn 1910, YOHP.
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Conclusion

For Rowntree, the chief characteristics of slum life were:

The reckless expenditure of money as soon as obtained, with aggravated want
at othertimes; the rowdy Saturday night, the Monday mogrpigrimage to
the pawrshop,and especially that love for the district, ansigclination to

move to bettesurroundings:®

However, Rowntreeds characterisation of |
with its undercurrent of recklessness, hopelessness and disorganisaisdo

capture thertie interactions of the workingass at street level. It does not consider

the community ties that linked maggung peopldo the area, the resilience, or

lively sociability that oftenchr act er i s ed WNewdpapereparts,t he &6s !l ut
sanitary authority investigations and social surveys offered maeghapshot of the

urban landscap&he Hungate and Walmgate districts could not simply be reduced

to overcrowded conditions, drinking, and violence. The physical environment and
conditions evidently did impose certain restrictions on activity, and the young

working class of the Hungate and Walmgate districts inhabited a physical world over
which, at times, they had very little control. The tangible conditions of the street
matteredess to outsiders than the images of dirt and squalor they were presented

with, and this perception of the area could also impact on the social life of young

people who lived in these districts. Nell Fearns could not tell outsiders where she

lived for fea of stigmatisatiof®Loui sa Al drich di-d-datd® get
neighbours who looked down on Hung&2Other young people ignored these

discourses and behaved in the spaces of Hungate and Walmgate according to their
own needs. They courted, draféught, gambled and socialised in the streets, yards

and courts of the district, and often felt a sense of ownership over these

neighbourhood spaces. Street corners could be utilised as a leisure venue; a place to
gossip and socialise, and district ndaigbrhoods retained considerable social

importance, with well developed support networks and strong ties.

218 Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Tn Life p. 5.
“95ee p. 93.
2 gee p. 93.
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Actively utilising the streets in their own neighbourhood, however, was one
thing, doing the same in the public spaces of the city centre was &uliffeatter.
Some rowdy leisure was tolerated in the workahagss neighbourhoods of the city,
but as the young working class socialisei
behaviour was seen by some commentators as more threatening, and their activities
in public space were more likely to bring them into contact with the police and
reform institutions, as the following chapters will explore. Other reformers and
middle-class commentators hopedfitad positive alternative torowdy street
culture,alterndives that wouldemove the young working class from the public

spaces of the city altogether.
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CHAPTER THREE

O WHOLESOME | NF
AMUSEMENTSO: L
WORKING CLASS OF YORK

UENCESOG AND ODANGERC
I

L
EI SURE, COURTSHI P ANL

Introduction

Leisure and courtship played a large part in the lives of young people, and the period
between starting work and getting married was seen as one of the most prosperous
stages of life for the working clafRowntree highlighted the affluence of young
workersin his second study of Yorkndoral history respondents noted their

increased spending money after starting work but before the responsibilities of a
family.> York may have offered fewer commercial leisure opportunities than the
larger industrial centseof Leeds or Manchester, but the young people of the city

could take advantage of a number of occasions for sociability and leisure. The
streets, markets and parks of York provided space to socialise with friends and
potential partners, and in the neighbmoods and public spaces of the city, young
people could walk out together, drink in one of the numerous public houses, and
attend the cinema or music hall. Young workers could enjoy considerable freedom in
their social interactions with one another, &mdthose with the time and money to
spare, commercial leisure activities became increasingly available. Others could take
advantage of the free strdssed leisure that formed the basis of much social

activity, congregating in the streets or paradinfyant of those of the opposite sex.

There were those in York who believed that leisure activities should promote
moral values and teach good character, condemning certain recreations as trivial at
best, and at worst, damaging to both individual and sociée promotion of
6rational recreationd by mor al ref or mer s,
Yorkdéds two | aRgwstreemphowgdge€Cs ( Rowntreeds)
Eastern Railway Company (NER)reated expectations of how the young people o
the city should spend their leisure time. Moral reformers held up leisure as an

! Rowntree Poverty and Progresgp. 329449.1 nt er vi ew wi t 309, WOWP €iss€o6, bor n
Colley was forced to leave home by her father after she began courting, but sent money home to her
mother from herjobta Ter ryoés. I nterview with Cissey Coll ey,
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opportunity to educate the working classes, whether through providing lessons in
domesticity for young female factory workers, or supplying improving literature for

the youngmnen employed in the Railway Carriage Works. These activities were set

up in opposition to vibrant workinglass street culture. The York Penitentiary

warned parents about the dangers presented by commercial leisure opportunities,

noting thatalarge propot i on of the girls they saw wer
Theatre and by getting into bad company on Sundays instead of attending a place of

worshipo.

Historians have also seen workiolgss leisure as a site of contest,
examining rational recreatiors @ means of controlling the working class and
exploring resistance to this contfdBut how did the young working class of York
engage with the leisure opportunities available to them? For many young people,
participation in one form of leisure did naepent involvement in another.
Activities moved outside of O6social cont.
workingc | ass | ei sur e. Returning from church
perfect opportunity to socialise and show off in front ¢feotyoung people, and
perhaps even pair off with someone of the opposite sex. Rational recreationists may
have seen their leisure provisions as an alternative to the disorderly traditional and
commercial leisure of the working class yet, as the evidemsepted in this chapter
will suggest, many young men and women explored all forms of leisure as part of
their daily social lives. This chapter goes beyond previous considerations of
working-class leisure to argue that a variety of factors shaped youngmeéps | ei sur
choices. Reform institutions, the police and rational recreationists had only a limited
i mpact on youn g*Theeyoupdwerkirg clase df otk wérenots .
passive consumers of leisure; they took advantage of a range of leisurtiojtipe
and explored both the 6dangerous amuseme.l
York had to offer.

Z Penitentiary Society, Acc. 2126.1, 6 Address to fathers and mothers
1891.

% Peter Bailey|_eisure and Class in Victorian EnglanRational Recreation and th€ontestfor

Control, 18301885(London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1978) and Hugh Cunnindlesuyre in

the Industrial Revolution ¢.1780880(London: Goom Helm, 1980). See al@®aven] eisure,

Citizenship and Workin€lass Men in Britairfor a return to the qutions first presented in the

studies of Bailey and Cunningham. Beaven argues that overtly moral leisure activities were often

heavily contested by the working classes.

“ Chapter four explores the ways in which the police, magistrates and reform inssiatiempted to

control the urban space in which social relations were played out.
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1. Leisure, gender and gneration

The lifestyles of young workers changed in the uwar years, with youth

increasingly seen as a distinct perajdvorking-class life, as highlighted by Selina

Todd, Andrew Davies, Claire Langhamer and David Fowlre regular leisure

time and increasing leisure opportunities that characterised youth, however, were
already in evidence by the closing decades ®fhiheteenth century in York. Paid

work often dominated the lives of the working classes, but it also constituted
Oearnedd | ei s ur-earnerspuilegitimatg right o leisuge timeangte
necessarily enjoyed by younger siblings. Young men and waonagle connections

bet ween their wage contributions and thei
Youth was marked by a degree of personal independence, and over the course of the
nineteenth century the parameters defining it became much cleareisiowas
considered a significant rite of passage for both young men and women, and within a
society wheranarriage was expecteldecame a formative stage of youth in which
emotional attachments could be made and developed. Alongside greater leisure
oppatunities, courtship also helped to further distinguish young people from their
parents or younger siblings; it was an important part of youth, a transitional stage
between childhood and adulthood. For young women in particular, courtship
represented a negation to the next lifecycle stage of marriage, and courting

activities formed a core part of the social activities of the young working%lass.
Relative freedom allowed young people to take advantage of leisure opportunities,
but gender and generatiarere also central in shaping the experiences of the

working class in York.

Material, moral and gender constraints could impact on young woeckisg

access to leisure. For both young men and women, leisure experiences were framed

by various considerations i ncl udi ng the | evel of wages
up6, allocation of spends, the age when
°Selina Todd, 6Young women, whHistckicalaloudhal48e3i sur e i n i

(2005), 789809; Davies,Leisure, Gender and PovertyanghamerWo me n 6 se inEaglasd, r
andFowler, The First Teenagers
®Langhamer, o6Love -Taman tCioautrtt std mt irny MErmdg! andd, p.
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reliability of work, and family duties and responsibiliti€Arthur Simpson worked

the night shi fytouantg Rrmawnt raenedd swhaisl ea he d&égo
shillings a week6, he regarded this as 0]
| e i & These factors varied across different working families, and could change

within a family as needs changed, aradii®a Todd has argued that gendered and

generational divisions in access to spending money and leisure¢éraé\w ar gel y
attributable to the households6 economic
rol’dAss@. Cade 6had to | pak enars @cjoabdnideca
two of u¥Viadl eéitom@wi.gl ey, who | eft school
Oti pped upd her wage of ten shillings ani
but if her mother 6waésthialrldithegaMorahled used
wor ked at Rowntreedos and tipped up all hi
coppers for that, or coppers for anythin;
However, once she started cowmldgngslke she w:
everybody el sed, and paying bdanhik denot e
young wage earners often enjoyed a higher standard of living than other members of

their family, they were still vulnerable to poverty. In 1899 Rowntree estihiase

9.91% of Yorkdés population |Iived bel ow t|

were characterised by an absolute lack of spending money;

The children must have no pocket money for marbles or sweets. The father
mustsmoke no tobacco and drink naebeThe mother masever buy any

pretty clothedor herself or her childref?

"Hi storians have demonstrated that most young wor
mothers, and received a proporticack as spending money, a process recalled by York oral history
respondents: Daviekgisure Gender and Povertpp. 8487, LanghameWo me n 6 s inLei sur e
England pp. 102102.Mr Slater gave all his wages to his mother, who used to give him a shilling for

his pocket money. Interview with Mr Slater, born 1908, YOHP. See alwryiew withCissey

Colley, born 1910; Mrs C, born 1909; and Ada Cade, born 1893, YOHP.

!8Arthur Simpson started work at Rowntracecrg in 191
of his life and time there, whidk kept in the Rowntree Factory Archive. Borthwidl§ ARCH2633,
Rowntree Factory Archivéd r t hur Si mpson, 6AIl I in a Workerdés Li:

Worker from Late Victorian Times, 18989 7, 8. 84.

°Todd, 6Young Women, Work and Leisureé, p. 790.
1% nterview with Ada Cade, born 1893, YOHP.

! nterview with Violet Quigley, born 1912, YOHP.

12 |nterview with Leila More, born 1895, YOHP.

3 Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lifp. 134.
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Rowntree noted the importance of supplementary income from young pebge in

study of p othessunsgontribntedoy sugplementary earners ...

materially affect he st andard of | i v henegognsédthathe wh ol
many families in secondary poverty could rise to a higher class as soon as children

began to earf* While young people may have had greater expectations of leisure

time than their parentand gender differences were perhaps less pronounced than

after marriage, inequalities were still evidéhWhile there were increasing earning
opportunities for young women, particularly in the confectionery industry in York,

domestic and familial dutiesald hinder access to leisure in a way that did not

affect male relatives and friends. Despite their status as-eagers, family needs,

parental control and moral considerations could have a significant impact on young
womenos | eisuréieppsrionmnestegatCoh of yo
during the First World War found that working women of all ages suffered the

double burden of paid work and domestic chdfégowntree concluded in his

second study of Yorkoverty and Progress: A Seconcciab Survey of York1941)

that within a family, it was the eldest daughter whose leisure time was most likely to

be restricted by familial responsibilities. Younger siblings were also then likely to

benefit from the financial contributions of their oldeothers and sistef$ Bertha

Linfoot was not able to go dancing as she had to stay at home and look after her
parents while her younger brotffer and si:

Not all young workingclass women were employed, some may have worked
for short periods, while others were expected to stay at home and help with families.
Ethel Smith stayed at home to help her mother look after her younger siblings. She
was also in charge of collecting housekeeping from her father, whom she met every
Friday on Holgate Roadt o get some money off him befc
Hotel, because he never knew whel to comi
Young women who did not work outside the home could usually expect very little
leisure time. Female waggarners could gain some freedom by going to work, but

“ Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Lif@. 31,p. 59.

!> Margaret Williamson examined leisure opportunities within marriage in an industrial community in

East Cleveland, and found there were often pressures for married women to abandon any independent
leisure, MargaretVi | | i amson, 6éGender, L e iclasa commuaity,d93¥ar r i age
1 9 6 I0abour History Review72:4 (20®), 185198. See alsRobertsA Womands Pl ace

*D. J. Collier,The Girl in Industry(London: Bell and Sons, 1918).

" Rowntree Poverty anl Progressp. 56, p. 80.

'8 |nterview with Bertha Linfoot, born 1897, YOHP.

9 nterview with Ethel Smith, cited in Masters, p. 150.
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they were often still bound by family life. During this period, the young working

classes mostly lived with family until marriage, and remained financially and

morally dependent upon them. Parents coutld expansive moral authority, and

rules about appearance, partners, suitable leisure venues and what time to come

home in the evenings could often have a greater impact on young women. Alice

Hi ck had to be hidhalfpastnmd, temd clea d ka i lna tt @ anted ,
Mrs All an there was |ittle question of di
s t a f° @lehdy.some young women could attend leisure venues without parental
knowl edge; Mary Grahamés f at BaneyStdeetdn ot ki
and Alice Hick used to pretend to go to bed before sneaking down the stairs, but

more often than not 6got caught when we

Parents were particularly concerned to protect the respectability and welfare
of daughters, and a@h tried to regulate courtship or involvement in youthful street
|l ife. Cissey Colleyds father forbade her
6and if he saw you with any | ad he used
Florence Row ...takeoff hike |l t and bray you the whole o
later forced to leave home after she refused to stop seeing the young man who would
become her husbari@Mary Jane Cook was seduced under promise of marriage by a
man with whom she ahiands t6 kheeprt ntootnhpearndysé waigl |
her seducer for five years oOtil he had s|
h e ¥ Blizabeth Benton lived in York with her father, a labourer, when she met a
young man and ran away with him to Hull after herpised to marry her. He left her
and went to sea, and she returned to York to go into service. Subsequently she was
sent to prison six times for being out at night, and was admitted to the York
Penitentiary in July 188%" Young women were vulnerable to thery real
consequences of |l oss of reputation or pr.
highlighted in her study of sex, violence and Victorian working women, associations
of drink, sex and aggressive masculinity could make courtship a predatory activity

20 |nterviewwith Alice Hick, born 1901and Mrs Allan, born 1912, YOHP.

L Interview with Mary Graham, born 1908nd Alice Hck, born 1901, YOHP.

2 Interview with Cissey Colley, born 1910, YOHP.

% penitentiary SocietyAcc. 21212.13, Ladies Committee Minute Bogi26 November 1888.
2 |bid., 30 July 1883.
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for men and for women could mean fear and violefit€ourtship in particular

could be fraught with tension for young women. Despite a lengthy courtship, Mrs

P6s boyfriend abandoned her when she bec:
woul dndt habvsee ei.t Hwass ahiids tyhat it wasndot h

was hi s, he knew it was his, Bcause | me

Those who lived outside the family home were also subject to controls over
leisure; Cissey Colley moved into lodgings aggghteen, but even there her
participation was restricted by a | andl at
swearing, no bad talk because i f | hear
bef ore eleven o06cl ock aomnatnigphtoudar ewcu iyl
because it 6s ?nDomestigsewahts dfterrworked lorfy hours with
little free time. By the opening years of the twentieth century most industrial workers
had been granted the Sat urrkbkas ladbeautrefithed ay h
half day by 1880, and in 1881 the NER locomotive workers finished at 1pm on a
Saturday”® The 1912 Shops Act gave shop workers in York the opportunity to leave
work early on a Wednesday. Domestic servants, on the other hand, coelemot
guarantee time off on a Sunday. Miss Kirby worked in service and later at
Rowntreedbds; o6[at Rowntreebds] | finished :
to go to work again til Monday, wHereas |
Ruth Regbath, who had worked in service since the age of fourteen, was given one
weekend a month free and recalled sneaki.
dinneri we got the dinner over at nifieve used to sneak out, and we used to go out
€ and wes nuesaekd itno®®&di ahnHght 6n was given 6
weekd which she used to visit her family,
while in service’ Even if they had free time, some young domestic servants may
have felt little inclinationa use it. Ruth Redpath noted that by the end of a working
day she was usually 6wo7Emplayarstalsofelti r ed out |
entitled to direct the social lives of their servants, believing their conduct could

®Shani ddn@saf @Querage: Sex, Violence and Victorian Workiramah(DeKalb:
Northern lllinois University Press, 1998), p. 4.

%% Interview with Mrs P, born 1902, YOHP.

" Interview with Cissey Colley, born 191%OHP.

8 Mastersp. 218.

2 |Interview with Miss Kirby, born 1891, YOHP.

% Interview with Ruth Redpath, boft914, YOHP.

3 Interview with Edith Harton, born 1901, YOHP.

32 Interview with Ruth Redpath, born 1914, YOHP.
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reflect on the moral position dii¢ household. Some young women were dismissed

after being caught sneaking out, and for others the risk of being caught out after

hours restricted any patrticipation in leisure activities. Agnes Mary Robinson was

admitted to the York Penitentiary aged sixtedter going to the Knavesmire race

ground to watch the Volunteers drill. She stayed out so late that she was afraid to
return to her situation at Mrs Sander son:
in her par &milackof lelsuadinke wysame of.the major sources of
dissatisfaction among female domestic servants throughout the period, although

there were opportunities to snatch sociability within the rhythm of work, such as

gossiping in the street while running errands.

The typicdly isolated work of domestic servants was distinct from the often
social atmosphere of the factory. Paid work could be a restriction on leisure time, but
it could also be an area for social activity, and elements of leisure could be found in
work. FormeRownt r eedés workers recalled the fri
singing that often characterised daily life working at the Cocoa Works. Eva Guyll
worked on the assembly |l ine at Terryods;
Gertie Hutchinson met aogfriend while working at the factory Ar t hur
Whittington, they called him. He was a real nice lad, same age as me, fourteen. He
worked in Terryo6s bak e h®Mr6aitress methigswifat 6 s h
at the jewellers in High Ousgate where shek®&d, he used to visit while stationed
at the barrack® Workplace life did not exist in isolation from social activities
outside; home and work could interact through gossip and sociability, and the
presence of courtship and gossip in work time and spat@roblematise any
straightforward division between work and leisure. For others, the walk to and from
work could present an opportunity for leisure, a chance to socialise and walk with
friends. This journey could be a long dnéor the young Irish farntabourers living
in the yards and courts of Wal mgate and
tramping out for miles in the early morni

working days®® Many agricultural labourers worked as far afield aieFton and

% penitentiary SociefyAcc. 21212.13, Ladies Committee Minute BogRe! June 1891.
3 Interview withEvaGuyll, born 1914and Gertie Hutchinsonobn 1906, YOHP.

% Interview with Mr Galtress, born 1895, YOHP.

% Rowntree Poverty: A Study of Town Ljfp. 10.
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Wheldrake, villages which would have required a daily round trip of up to twenty

miles’

Gendered and generational divisions, then, had an impact on the leisure
experiences of the young working class of York. Access to leisure time andrgpendi
money were also dependent on a familyds
an individual in contributing to the household econdfnyoung working people
became increasingly prominent leisure consumers from the late nineteenth century,
and their lesure patterns became more distinguished from those of adult workers.

Working gave young men and women relatively free access to the streets and a
degree of autonomy. Those with | ess mone:
venues could take advantagelod free recreation of the street, or the sociability of

the workplace.

20Danger ous atreetifee coertship arid commercial leisure

Young people embraced the various leisure opportunities offered by the city; the
regular fairs, markets arfdstivals provided the perfect opportunity for them to
socialise; they met and gossiped in the streets and attended the commercial venues
increasingly springing up across the city.eisure activities also occurred within the
home, although as discussedhe previous chapter, for the poorer sections of the
working class, housing conditions could restrict this. Mrs Dunnington spent many
winter evenings with her mother and si st
Christmasod, and reading,ikeitingand dewif Steeet pased e d
leisure in particular troubled moral commentators who were alarmed by its often
raucous and unrestrained nature, although there were similar concerns around music
halls and public houses. For the young workirass) however, the streets and parks

of York offered the pleasure of meeting and walking with friends, and they could

take advantage of this space on the way home from work, on a Sunday afternoon, or

later in the evening once all household chores had lmewpleted. The streets also

" FinneganPoverty and Prejudice. 141.

% Todd, Young Women, Work drramily in England 1918 1950,p. 196.

% See pp. 124.36.

“%Interview with Mrs Dunnington, born 190@nd Annie Butler, born 189&,0HP.
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provided a space for activities; from pitch and toss games in the yards of Walmgate,

to horseplay on Coney Street, and the footracing, public house altercations and more
ritualised fighting that took place in workirgdass distigts. InPoverty and Progress

Rowntree noted that in the early years of the twentieth century the young men and
women of the city spent many evenings Ol
their houses or pr omen adivouggmapndavonen d own
could meet and gossip in the courtyards, alleys and streets of the city, and as Melanie
Tebbutds study demonstrates, gossip was

working-class neighbourhoods.

One integral aspect to late nineteenth aartydwentieth century leisure,
which took place both inside and outside the home, and involved traditional and
commercial aspects, was courtship. Ter ms
to refer to courtship illustrate how such relationships waseeasingly played out in
public and within developing leisure opportunities. Courtship was not simply another
leisure practise, although it certainly overlapped with aspects of popular leisure.
Courtship rituals could bridge the gap between group soityaltile cultures of the
pub, the commercialised or more traditional popular leisure and the home, family
and neighbourhoofYoung peopl eds | eisure was oftert
the evenings, attending dances, the music hall and later the cmesiraply
walking out with a group of friends. Young people often socialised in mixed groups
in |l argely informal settings, and where :
about the activities they could attend and the level of supervision they recdieed.
amount of privacy young couples could expect was dependent on issues of space,
community surveillance, parental curfews and the long hours of both paid and
unpaid work. Young women were often more constrainkedth by parents and
notions of respectdity 1 in their use of the street or attendance at a dance hall. It
was in the recreational domain, however, that many young people met, and romantic
encounters were a central feature of the social life of the young working class. For
some young women, oe v e r 6wal king outd or serious

leisure horizons begin to contract, foreshadowing the constraints on leisure time that

“I Rowntree Poverty and Progresg,. 469.

“2Melanie TebbutWWo me n 6 s SaalHi 31 04Gy s ® if Waiking-GlassNeighbourhoods,
188031960(Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1995).

3dd Czeup. 111.
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often followed marriage and maternfiMary Barnes told the YOHP how her

leisure activities changed after re@rgagement; her fiancé did not like dancing and

she was forced to restrict an activity she had previously enfoy@ther young

women, however, refused to curtail their activities. Alice Hick told her fiancé she

was washing her hagandldidsb theredniaginmldyta night 1k e d a |
wanted to go to a dance. | would washmyharanét come out toni gl
washing me hairdo. When Mrs C started coul
see him on Sundays, as that was her night for goin® &ot. many young wage

earners, courtship could occupy a large degree of leisure time, and many of the

emerging commercial activities were centred around courtship opportunities.

Courtship could serve a number of functions for both a young couple and their

families. A relationship could solidify economic relationships, form new families

and be a place to express love and affection. For many young people, courtship

developed out of sociability with friends and social activities such as attending the

fair were ofen a prelude to or associated with it.

Families and local support networks also remained important to many
relationships, and young people continued to meet through family connections.
Relationships that had begun with walking out or trips to the faildamove onto

the next stage when partners were introducedrtoly members. A family tea in the

domestic spacefthehomee oul d be O6a ritualised entry
for a potential son or daughter-law*’ Al i ce Hi ck 6 s rp aryeonutnsg i nv
mané in to 6check he was okaydéd, and Mary

Sunday tea, 6t o “bramilymemberstquld acbas thapersnpsea k 6 .
police aspects of a relationship, although they were not always successful, and the
relative privacy of domestic space could be capitalised upon. Fanny Jetsry

seduced by her brothér-l awé s y o u n g damilytbooked favaurably on He r

the coutship, andGeorge visited Fanny at the house, took her for long walks and
treat sd hhesr addi anced sweetheart 6. 't wa

“ Parratt,Vlore ThanMere Amusemertt p. 9. Also discussed by Margaret Williamson in her

consider ati on o burenn&East GlesethndyWiilhiaesodh,Ge n ckér , Lei sur e an
Ma r r i alg=eHmnjly Fmtsen told the YOHP that she nekeally wanted to get married because
o | l'iked my freedombd. Interview with Emily Fratse

> Interview with Mary Barnes, born 1912, YOHP.

8 |nterview with Alice Hick, born 1901and Mrs C, born 1909, YOHP.
“d 6 Cr pise. ,

“8 Interview with Alice Hick, born 1901and Mary Barnes, 1914, YOHP.
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after a promise of marriage that Othe def
After he discovered 6éher conditiond, Geol

another girl fom Leeds"?

Unlike the largely monitored courtship practices of the middle apéu
classes, the young workimgass could take advantage of public spaces, and walking
out provided couples with the opportunity for both sociability and intimaaybert
Howard stamdc our t i ng his wife at sixteen, and
Ful ford, Dringhouses, wal king. Il used to
mi | % Yoong couples often walked the streets together, and walking had long
been an estdibhed part of courtship. Rebecca Solnit suggests that, much like
marching together can affirm and generate solidarity between a group, the delicate
act of matching the rhythms of their strides aligns two people emotionally and
bodi |l y; 0p efeehtllemselves & maiyby mavingstdgether through the
evening, t he *3Malking eut couldtuse®utdear sphcd i particular
ways, and was often place and age specific, as was the case with the Coney Street
6monkey r Pfhis popuaydtth custom saw young people parade up and
down Coney Street, socialising with friends and showing off in front of the opposite
sex; Oall the young people would make f ol
down, up and down a rAnykisuretarera had thg potergiad c h 0 |
to become a place for courting couples, away from home and family, but still in
public, which removed some of the dangers for young women who were vulnerable

to the consequences of prarital pregnancy or loss of repudet.

Informal street based leisure was central to the social lives of many young
working-class men and women. The streets, markets and parks offered a free
alternative to a night of dancing or watching a film. For some young people there
was little altermt i ve t o the street; o6éall the peop

used to get dressed and simply walk up al

“9York Herald,1 August 1891.

* For a discussion ahiddle-class courtship in the first haif the nineteenth century see Leonore

Davidoff and Catherinélall, Family FortunesMen andWomen of the BglishMiddle Class, 1780

1850(London: Routlede, 2002).h Jane Lewi sd edited collection, e
discussed covering ¢hatter half of the century;abour and LoveWo me m§ariences oflome

andFamily 1850194(Q ed. byJane LewigOxford: Blackwell, 1987).

® Interview with Albert Howard, born 1913, YOHP.

2 Rebecca SolnitWwanderlust: A History of Walkin@.ondon: Verso, 2001), p. 232.

%3 See bapter six

* Interview with Mary Barnes, born 1912, YOHP.
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pockets some of O0emd, although parading
6 Su n d a y° Fd some ydung people, the street offered its own form of cheap
entertainmentMrs Lonsdale used to hang around Walmgate in the early years of the

t wentieth century O6to see i f there were ;
days was aadDoreen Bditan yséd to sneak out to Walmgate to watch

fights>® The often public aspects of such fights meant they became a spectator sport

as much as a participant event, and if the police became involved a small fight had

the potential to turn into much larger affair. Michael Gill was arrested for
assaulting PC Pearson in Wal mgate on a S;
friend Joseph Gowthorpe into custody for fighting in the street, and after watching

the fight, Gill and a number of othesmtempted to rescue Gowthorpe, and Gill struck

the officer on the chin and kicked him. Gowthorpe was charged with being drunk

and disorderly and fined, while Gill was sent to prison for fourteen days for

assaulting the polic¥.

Fairs, markets and festivagssovided the perfect opportunity for young
people to socialise and for courting couples to come together, away from work and
family. The Martinmas [Hiring] Fair and fortnightly cattle fair were important
events, and also provided opportunities to so@alidice Hick went to the
Martinmas Fair in Parliament Street with
used to go into the fair together you know and go round and have a right good
ti mAd.t hur Simpson noted t hatagethhowkedMar t i nm
forward to as [it] provided a lot of fun and entertainment for those who could not
afford to pay the modesnlg8TheHerall ees t o t |
reported on the record number of visitors to the annual Yorkshire Gala, with over
10,000 people paying for entrance on the first day, and almost 33,000 going through
the gates on the secofffOccasions such as the Gala attracted thousands of visitors
to the city, and public holiday <cel ebrat]
Yea festivities also brought tourists flocking into the city. Harriet Drednall reported

meeting a young private soldier at the Royal Agricultural Show. The soldier took

%5 Interview with Mr Allan, born1912, YOHP.

*% Interview with Mrs Lonsdale, borh907; and Doreen Bolton, born 1910, YOHP.

>"York Herald,4 August 1884.

%8 |nterview with Alice Hick, born 1901, YOHP.

*TS ARCH2633, Rowntree Factory Archiv,r t hur Si mpson, 6AlThein a Wor |
Autobiography of a Worker from Late Victorian Times, 1803 7, 8. &2.

0 york Herald,June 18909.
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her to Selby where the couple Iived as m:
months, before he deserted 88Mr s P met John at the York
wonder f ul thing was the York Gala ... | O «
John. | met him at the G%Thavariolsfaikssasd 18, t |
markets wee an opportunity for young people to come together dressed in their best
clothes. ThdHerald, reporting on the Yorkshire Gala in 1899, used agricultural

show terminology to compare the wedllessed young women to the livestock also

on show;

It is a wellknown fact that almost all the young ladies look their best at the
Galas, iffine feathers do make fine birds; these were sfrsigprize winners
on the groundyesterday. [emphasis add&]

Cavalry reviews on the Knavesmire attracted large crowds,ramdf885 the first

Sunday in May saw young people from York and the surrounding areas congregate

to watch soldiers parade. The first Military Sunday parade was held in memory of

General Gordon, but proved so popular with York residents it became an annual

event until the Second World War. Joan Saddler recalled the day as a huge event

with a parade from the Barracks to the Minster, with troops wearing dress uniform

and observers |ining the %MrsGegrude dressed
watchedf 6aol dters marching p’aTheYorkur hous e
Races also formed an i mportant part of t|
the eighteenth century racing had grown into a popular organised social activity,

often accompanied byd® shows and other entertainments. The race meets and
accompanying entertainments continued to be very popular, only stopping for a brief

period during the war when the grandstand was used for the cavalry f8serve.

For those that could afford it, Yorkfefed an inceasing number of
commercial leisure opportunities. Young workiclgssp e o pdoaablife centred

around going out in the evenings and at weekends, and by the 1920s young people

®1 penitentiary SocietyAcc. 21212.13, Ladies Committee Minute Bogld0 June 1884.
%2 |nterview with Polly Preston, born 1902, YOHP.

% York Herald,17 June 1899.

® Interview with Joan Sadler, born 1922, YOHP.

% Interview withMrs Gertrude, born 1897, YOHP.

% peacockyYork in the Great Wap. 300.

129



had more places to choose from. The expanding commerciakl@isatures in York

were most heavily patronised by the young and single. Increasing spending power

and independence meant that the young were able to help drive the expansion of

leisure industries such as the cinema and the dance hall, both of which became

extremely popular in the first half of the twentieth century. In York, dancing was

avail able at venues across the city; the

Street charged nine pence for dances which lasted three®h@ansces at the

Bishophill Adult School cost sixpence, although soldiers were given a discounted

rate. Stan Lea went to the Rialto; O us:
0

for sixpence, and onl% a shilling t go

The increasing popularity of dancing wasatet to the opportunity it offered
for dressing up and socialising, but perhaps more importantly the chance to meet
potenti al partners. Dancing, as Claire Li
leisure in the twentieth century, could be a complex leisyperience. The overall
experience involved issues of appearance, consumption, sexuality, friendship and
music, as well as the physical movement itS&ffart of the attraction of dance halls
was the mixed leisure environment, which provided the oppdyttmsocialise with

those of the opposite sex. Mrs Allan recalled attending commercial dance halls in

(@)

York and the potential for picking up;
and ask y &Asleisare vérmeas,aanode.halls were designed to
accommodate heterosexual cougfeshe oral history evidence can reveal lots of

detail about individual venues, about their reputation or the opportunities presented
for picking up, but like the documentary sources remain silent about homosexual
couples. i would appear that those who wished to meet partners of the same sex had
to carve out their own opportuniti&Commercial dance halls could be invested

with extremely diverse reputations, dependent on both location and clientele, and
some young women werforbidden to attend certain dances. MG was not allowed to
go to any army dances O6because me dad wo

%7 Interview with Leila More, born 1895, YOHP.

%8 |nterview with Stan Lea, born 1909, YOHP.

% LanghamerwWome 6 s Lei surp67in Engl and,

O Interview with Mrs Allan, born 1912, YOHP.

" Mrs Allan saidof one particular dance hall that the patrénwe nt f or plaugh)d ps most |y
Interview with Mrs Allan, born 1912, YOHP.

?LanghamerWo men6s Lei s,prl20. i n Engl an
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t 6Bar r acRis188aencieeBsrile was admitted to the York Penitentiary

after attending a dance with some frisnd s he was O6éafraid to re
banned from attending by her parents, ant
bad c o fisabellaHarrison was found in a shed at midnight by the police
6after a dan C &eaiaboutikdomrglledSexunakbehavdour was

evident, although for other parents the supervised nature of the dances was
preferable to other potentially secret mi
dances with two ol def°Dandingwaemaseasfo dad di d
particular concern to moral reformers, and in the years following the First World

War, adult schools began to provide alternative dances. Every Monday night a dance

was held at Layerthorpe Adult School, and the Coffee House, Walmgate, and the Co
operative Large Hall also offered dancifidiRownt r ee6s began to hol
dances on a Friday night, and | ater an o]
cost 9d i n ®inH30 Hoth thes Yaork YMCr and Coperative started

English caintry dancing lessons as a response to the perceived danger of jazz

dancing at commercial half$.

York also housed a number of small music halls, and many public houses had
concert and singing rooms. For Peter Bailey, the music hall became the most
embatled institution in workineclass life after the public house, although by the
closing years of the nineteenth century it had managed to shake off the worst of its
reputation®® The sexual innuendo of some music hall entertainment was alleged to
corrupt young workingclass women. A lecturer at the Old Priory Adult School
commented that on a visit to a |l ocal musi

suggesti ons S{Elendinstlalesvgasfartidden w attend the music

% Interview with MG, born 1908, YOHP.

4 penitentiary SociefyAcc. 21212.13, Ladies Committee Minute Boglt February 1892.

5 |bid., 26 September 1899.

% Interview with Alethea Asplinnhorn 1905, YOHP.

" See pp. 14846for further discussio of York Adult Schools.

"8 Interview with Alethea Asplinn, born 1905, YOHP.

York Herald,September 1920. Folk music and country dancing were increasingly used as a counter
to jazz music and new styles of dancing. The folk revival in Britain at the begiohthe twentieth
century saw the need for cultural alternatives, with the culture of the past seen as superior to the
contemporary. See Georgina Boy€kge Imagined Village: Culture, Ideology and the English Folk
Revival(Manchester: Manchester UnivigysPress, 1993)Transforming Tradition: Folk Music
Revivals Examineced. byNeil V. RosenbergChicago: University of lllinois Press, 1993) and Dave
Har ker, oMay Ce c HistorySNoekshgp Jdumd4pl(1882)s 456@.7 0 ,

8 peter Bailey| eisure and Class in Victorian England

81 Yorkshire Gazette2 November 1912.
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hall by her father,andasawest o6f ol | owed her sister to
father was angry with her®Eighteenpearbldt ual | vy
Susannah Rogerson 6éwent wrong th*¥Byugh bai
the later decades of the century the mbsitwas becoming an increasingly popular

and reputable entertainment venue, moving away from its more bawdy image and

being styled as a type of variety theatre. In 1902 the Grand Theatre and Opera House

was constructed on the site of the Corn Exchang¢@ng Street, renamed the Opera

House and Empire in 1903 in a move to attract a mass audience, and later known

simply as the Empire Theatre. TBazetten ot ed i n 1908 that for
enjoy a good laugh, a good joke, or hear some delightfulngingie recommend a

visit to t W&heYalackof \FEnepeswhiehdwould become the

Tower Cinema in 1920 was opened in New Street in 1908 and also featured a

regular programme of music and films. The Victoria Hall in Goodramgate had been

grarted a music and dancing license in 1902, and the Wellington Music Hall was

also situated on the street. The Lamb public house provided regular acts in its
singing room, and was often ¥Buirgtheed t o |
war, concert partis were formed to entertain in the various venues offering variety

shows.

The Empire was described in 1902 as a
6uni que decoration6 and d6éelectric | ighti:
appliances ... of the moapproved and up-d a t e ¢ [°Zhe autitoum évas
built on three | evels, with boxes to the
went i #The dheapest8eats were in the upper cirdegodsi with wooden
seating around in tiers, htiugh often members of the audience would have to stand.

Seats in the gods may have been cheap, but they were also a desired commodity; the
6first opportunity they saw somebody st al

a w a%}Reople were often found quing down King Street to get inside for the first

8 penitentiary SociefyAcc. 21212.13, Ladies Committee Minute Bogi25 March 1891.

% penitentiary Society, Acc. 212.16, Penitentiary Minute Books, 26 November 1900.

8 Yorkshire Gizette 21 November 1908.

% van Wilson,An Oral History of Popular Music in York: Rhythm and Romaniok, I, (York: York
Oral History Society).

% playgoer,Vol. I, October 1901 March 1902.

87 Interview with Mr Allan, born 1911, YOHP.

8 |Interview with MrsAllan, born 1912, YOHP.
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Figure 18. Booking plan from the Empire,




