A CRITICAL AND COMPARATIVE STUDY OF EARLY ARABIAN COINS
ON THE BASIS OF

ARABIC TEXTUAL EVIDENCE AND ACTUAL FINDS

A thesis presented to the University of Leeds

by

Abd al-Aziz Darwish Muhammad Hakiem
el

For the degree of Doctor of Philosophy

October 1977

W

This dissertation has never been submitted to this
Or any other University



Contents

Preface >
List of Abbreviations vii
LList of Maps viii
List of Plates ix
Transliteration X

-

Chapter I INIRODUCTION (Sources)

1. Texts Dealing with Coins 1
A. Classical European Authors 1
B. Mediaeval Arab Authors 2
C. Modern Writers 6
2., Texts Dealing with Mining in Arabia 13
3, The Numismatic Material 15
Chapter II SURVEY OF THE ANCIENT ARABIAN COINAGE
ACCORDING TO THE MEDIAEVAL ARAB AUIHORS 10
1. Coins Circulating in Arabia During
pre-Islamic (jahiliyya) time 19
2, Coins Circulating in Arabia During
the Early Islamic Period: Aspects
of the Umayyad Coinage 25
Chapter III ISLAM AND THE CURRENCY 33

A. The Early Stage (A.D. 622-661/A.H. 1-40) 34

(i) To the Death of AbT Bakr 34
(11) The Coinage during the Reign
of ‘Umar I (634-644/13-23):

Gold, Silver, Copper 35
(a) The Gold Coinage 38
(b) The Silver Coinage 39
(c) The Copper Coinage 40

(111 )The Coinage During the Reign
of ‘Uthmin Ibn ‘Affian (644~656/

23-35): Gold, Silver, Copper 41
(a) The Gold and Copper Coilns 41
(b) The Silvexr Coinage 42

(iv) The Coinage During the Reign
of ‘Ali Ibn AbI T3alib
(656-61/35-40) 42



B,

The Transitional Stage (A.D. 661-683/

AHY1-64)

(1) The Coinage During the Relgn
of Mu‘awiya I (661-680/41-60);
Gold, Silver, Copper
(a) The Gold Coinage

44

45
45
47

(b) The Silver Coinage
(c) Thne Copper Coinage

(ii) The Coinage During the Reign
of Yazid I (680-683/60-64):
Gold, Silver, Copper
(a) The Gold and Copper Coins
(b) The Silver Coinage

(1ii)The Coinage During the Reign
of Mu‘dwiya II (683-684/64-64):
Gold, Silver, Copper

(iv) Relationship with the Byzantines

(v) Consolidation of the Umayyad
Regine

(vi) Interpretation and Comments
Relating to the Reform of the
Gold Coinage

Chapter IV COIN FINDS AND THEIR DISTRIBUTION -

1. Coin Finds

A, Imported Currencies
(i) Roman coins
(ii) Byzantine coins

B. Local Currencies
(i) Himyarite coins
(ii) Anonymous South Arabian coins
(iii) Umayyad coins
(iv) Mixed coin finds: _
(a) mixed coin find containing
Unmayyad and Abbasid gold
coins
(b) mixed coin find containing
Sassanian silver issue
dirham of Arab-Sasaanian.
type, epigraphical Abbasid
dirham and Abbasid silver
issues of Arab-Sassanian

type

A(i) The Wajh find (cat. nos. 2, 3, 4)

A(ii) The Bi’r Qunair find of 1961
(cat., nos. 5, 6, 7, 8)

A(iii) The isolated find of Najran
region, date unknown (cat. no.9)

A(iv) The Tabuk find of 1960 (cat,
nos., 18, 21, 23, 26, 28)

A(Vv) The Widi al-Suwaidra coin
finds of 19697 (cat. nos.
19, 25, 35)

B(i) The Sant'a’ find, date unknown
(cat. nos, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41,
42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 20,
5:, 52, 53, 55, 56, 58, 59, 60,
61)

55 &

49
49

53

55
o9

59

62
62
63

63

64

65



B(ii) The South of al-Wajh and
Noxth of ’Umluj find of
1968 (cat. nos, 44, 54, 57)

B(iii) The Ta‘'iz find, date unknown
(cat. no. 62)

B(iv) The HirG find of 1968 (cat.
nos, 79, 96, 111)

B(v) The Fur* find of about 1970
(cat. nos, 68, 74, 75, 76, 77,

78, 80)
B(vi) The Khubar find of 1966
C The stray finds preserved in

AMRU and DAM (cat. nos. 11,
i2, 13, 14, 15, 16,.17, 18,
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25,
26, 27, 28, 2¢, 30, 31, 32, 33)

C(i) Byzantine gold coins (cat. nos.
10, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22,
23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32,
34, 35)

C(ii) Byzantine copper coins (cat,
nos, 11, 12, 13, 15, 19, 25,
26, 33)

C(iii) Umayyad gold, post-~reform
(cat. nos. 82, 87, 88, 89, 90,
o1, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97,
98, 69, 100, 101, 102)

C(iv) Sassanian and Umayyad silver
coins (cat, nos, 67, 63, 64,
65, 66, 104, 105, 106, 107,
108, 109, 110)

C(v) Umayyad copper, pre and
post-reform (cat. nos. 69,
70, 72, 73, 75, 77, 78)

2. The Distribution of the Currencies

(1) The Distribution of Roman
Coins (Map 2)
(ii) The Distribution of Byzantine
Coins (Maps 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d)
(1iii) The Distribution of
Sassanian Coins (Map 4)
(iv) Distribution of Himyarite
Coins (Map 5)
(v) The Distribution of
Umayyad Coins (Map 6)
1. The distribution of
rra~refoxrn coins
(a) Gold coins
(b) Silver coins
(c) Copper coins
2. The distribution of
post-reform coins
(Maps 6, 7, 8)

Chapter V MINTING, ANCIENT MINES, AND NOMENCLATURE

OF COINS

Minting
1. The Western Province/Syria and
Palestine

66
66
67

68
73

75

76

77

77

78

78
81

101

102

104




Chapter VI

SUMMARY

CONCLUSIONS

BIBLIOGRAPHY

2. The Eastern Province/Iraq

3. Minting Activities in Umayyad
Arabia

Ancient Mines

Mining Methods in Ancient Arabia
Nomenclature of Coins
THE CATALOGUE

Principles of the Arrangement of
the Catalogue

Roman Coins
Byzantine Coins
Himyarite Coins
Umayyad Coins

Pre~Reform (Silver) Type
Pre-Reform (Copper) Type
Post-Reform (Copper) Type
Post-Reform (Gold) Type
Post-Reform (Silver) Type

Appendix A
Appendix B
Appendix C
Appendix D
Appendix E

107
113

127
131

139

142

142

143
145
150
154

154
155
156
158
1 61
163
170
172
181
187
197
203

206



PREFACE

This thesis has been written with ifive speciiic aims
in view., The tirst is the study of the coins circulating in
pre-Islamic and early Islamic Arabia according to both Arabic
textual sources and coin finds from Arabia, The second aim
is to study the currency situation during the very early
Islamic period according to the historical evidence. The
third concerns the minting activities in Umayyad Arabia on
the basis of both historical and numismatic evidence, Our
fourth purpose is the study of the coin finés from Arabia
and the implication of their distribution in ancient Arabia,
The fifth purpose is the study of the mining operations in
ancient Arabia according to literary sources and geological
reports, and to assess their relevance to minting activities
there.

There appears to be a neew for an investigation
into a study regarding the coins which circulated in Arabia
from c. the sixth to the middle of the eighth century A.D.
These up to now have received no satisfactory separate study.,
Nor has any attempt been made in recent times to compile a
summary of the diiferent types of numismatic literary, his-
torical, geological and other relevant evidence, to study
the pattern of distribution of the currencies which circulated
in pre-Islamic and early Islamic Arabia, and those minted
in Umayyad Aradia. It seems thus worthwhile to compile and

analyse the evidence in one comprehensive study.

e
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For our study, we have examined the coin collections

in both the Museum of the University of Riyadh (AMRU) and
Department of Antiquities and Museums (DAM) and in addition
in a number of private coin collections in Saudi Arabia. We
discovered that about ninety percent of these coins are owned
by collectors living in Mecca, Jeddah, Medina, Tabik and
different towns in the north of Hijaz; only very little
privately owned material was to be found in other regions 1in
Saudi Arabia., This necessitated a number of journeys to ex-

amine these collections in, inter alia, al-Wajh, ‘Umluj, Mecca,

al-Medina, and also al-Aps'é".

Apart from such travel, the first stage in our field
study was the examination of the coins preserved in the two
public museums in Riyadh. This was followed by the preparation
of casts and photographing of the coins in order to make pos-
sible comparison between the coin types preserved in the AMRU
and DAM and the coin types kept in the private coin collections
in Saudi Arabia. The coin types preserved in the AMRU and DA
were made the basis of the catalogue of types found, duplicate
examples in private hands being represented in the coin finds.only
with exception of course of unique specimens and types ip
private hands which were not represented in the AMRU and DAM,

We have only examined and catalogued those coins
of which the Arabian provenance is demonstrable. Specimens
which may possibly be of Arabian provenance, but to which a
doubt attaches, have not been included.

With regard to the reading of quotation of mint
names and inscriptions inscribed on the Umayyad coins of
pre-reform and post-reform types, we have followed J. Walker.

Full details of all books and articles cited appearx

in the Bibliography; shortened references: have been used

throughout each chapter.
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N.B. In both the translation and transliteration of Arabic
texts and inscription engraved on the coins, the above systen
has becen followed. Names which have become familiar to
readers in an English form such as Mecca, caliph, Sassanian
are used as such. The names of the coin find spots have been
retained as given on the maps issued by the Ministry of
Potroleum and Mineral Resources in Saudi Arabia. The Arabic
definite article in well-known names such as al-Bagra,
al-Kifa, al-Medina, al-‘Ir3dq, al-Hajjij, al-Yamama etc., has
been retained as such. In respect of the authors' names,

these have been given as in their works.



Chapter 1

. INTRODUCT ION

SOURCES

The material set forth in this thesis is derived
from Arabic and European textual sources, as*weli as coin
collections in Saudi Arabia, This study of thé coinage types
circulating in Arabia from the third to the eighth centuries
A.D. is to the best of our knowledge the first attempt to
investigate this significant period in Arabian numismatic

histoxy,

1. Texts Dealing with Coins

A. Classical European Authors

The accounts of the classical Greek and Roman
writers of interest to us are not primarily concerned with
coinage.

Three sources are of importance, Firstly, there
is The Library of Histor21 of Diodorus Siculus (lived 40 B.C.).z
Diodorus devotes two parts of chapters (Book III, 47, 2-9)
to a discussion of the tribes of South Arabia and the wealth
of the Sabaeans. The information given by him adds nothing

directly to our knowledge of numismatics in South Arabia
e

! The Loeb edition, prepared and translated into English
by C.H. Oldfather has been used (London, 1935).

2
P, Harvey, The Oxford Companion to Classical Literature
(Oxford,1969), p. 136. o




during his period, but it is of some value as providing
information concerning contemporary gold mining activities
in South Arabia. Strabo (64/63 B.C.-A.D.21 at 1east)1 in

his work entitled The Geography of Strabo- likewise mentions

nothing concerning the local South Arabian coinage, but in

Book VII 7, 345 he gives information relating to the exchange

of the Arabian spices and precious stones for gold and silver,

The Periplus (c. A.D.7O)4 mentions that Roman gold and silver

coins reached the South Arabian markets located in Muza and

Cana.5

B, Mediaeval Arab Authors

Arabic textual sources bearing upon the subject
are of three kinds: classical Arabic historical works con-
taining separate chapters entirely devoted to coinage;
classical Arabic works not containing such specialised
chapters, but with relevant information scattered widely
throughout their pages; and finally, the Arabic geographical
literature., Of these three classes of Arabic texts, of
the two most important items in the first class of which
we give translations (see .pp:181=94), we have to list:

(a) Works with separate chapters devoted to the subject:

6
The earliest of these is the work produced by al-Baladhurl

1 N. Hammond, The Oxford Classical Dictionary, (Oxford,
1970}, p. 347

. The Loeb edition, edited with an English translation by
H.L. Jones (London, 1932), has been used.

3 See below, ch. IV,84.

4 P, Hitti, The History of the Arabs, 10th ed. (London,
1970), p. 49

> J. Miller, The_ Spice Trade of the Roman Empire, 29 B,C
-A.D. 641 (Oxford 1965), p. 178, See below, ch. IV,84-

Ahmad b. Yahya al-Baladhuril, one of the outstanding

6

historians of the 9th century A,D. (3rd century A.H.). Hi§
volume Futih al-Buldin supplies the important source material




(de c. 941/330) entitled Futiih al-Buldd3n which contains a
chapter entitled 'Amr al-Nuqid (On Coins). ‘This.chapter,

like the whole of al-Balddhurits work, is interwoven with
historical narrative and detailed chains of tradition

(isnads). The main body of the chapter is concerned with the
coins circulating in Arabia in pre-Islamic times. In addition,
the author offers the relationship between the weight standard
of the coins during pre and early Islamic times, according to
different isn3ds. Finally, information is given on the dating
of the monetary reforms, together with the reasons for theﬁ.

Of importance too is his statement that the mint of Damascus 'was .
active in early Islamic times. No other authors have chap-
ters on this subject, based on isndds,

The second work is the much later Kitab_Shudhur

al-‘Uqid fi Dhikr al-Nuqiid by al-Maqrizi (d. c. 1470/845)-1
Thus the period between the deaths of al-Baladhuri and

al-Maqrizil is about 510 years. This work contains two chap-

ters on coins: the first, entitled Al-Nugiid al-Qadima
(Ancient Coins), supplies information mainly about the coins
in common currency during the jihiliyya (pre-Islamic) period.
The second chapter is entitled Al-Nuqgid al-Islamiyya (Islamic
Coins) and gives information about the relationship between

the weight standard of the coins used in Arabia in pre-Islamic

and early Islamic times. Both al-Balidhuri and al-Maqrizi

- - __—__-_—_______—____—'___
for any research into the social and cultural aspects of life

at the time of the Arab conquest. The work has been edited
by M, J. de Goeje, Liber Expugnationis Regionum (Leiden, 1863-6).

! The above-mentioned work of al-Maqrizi is based on both
textual and numismatic evidence and was edited in 1797 by the
German orientalist and numismatist Tychsen and translated in
the same year by Silvestre de Saucy. The chapter has also
been published more recently by A. al-Karmaly (Baghdad, 1939).
S.M. Behr al-‘Ultim in his Islamic Coins also published the

relevant extract from al-Maqrizi (with revision and
additions).
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also Ssupply information about the inscriptions on coins 1in

early Islamic times., The relationship between the mithgal

(i.e., the dinar) and the dirham is also defined by al-Maqrizi.
Of somewhat less value for our subject is the thirxd

work which contains a separate chapter on coins, the Mugaddima

1

of Ibn Khaldin (d. 1406/808--thus the period between the

deaths of al-Baladhuri and Ibn Khaldlin is approximately 478
years). This chapter is entitled Al-Sikka. Ibn Khaldin in
this chapter provides information in some detail about the
manufacture of coins, and the dies employed in minting,
together with information about mint authority and the figured
types on the coins, After discussing the relationship between
the weight standard of the dirham and dinar, he states that
two different types of gold coins were circulating in Mecca
in pre-Islamic times, giving notes on the meaning of the

term al-sikka,

(b) We next list those Arabic texts which include scat-

tered information about coins. Here we mention first the

- &
work of Abd Yiisuf (d. 798/182) entitled Kit3b_ al-Kharaj,

in which the illustrious Hanifi jurist deals with the various
forms and methods of fiscal exploitation, in the course of
his discussion providing details concerning the relationship
between the weight standard of the coins (dinar and dixhan)
and the names of the silver coins during pre-Umayyad and
Umayyad times,

The next writer to be mentioned is al-Tabari
(d. 023/310; thus the period between the deaths of Abd Yisuf

! The edition used here is the one published in Cairo,
1914/1332.

2 P L |

We have used the edition translated into French by
E._Fagnan,_ﬂbu'Yﬁsuf Ya‘kub, Le livre de 1timpOt foncier
1timpdt (Kitdb al-Khar&dj), traduit et annoté par E. Fagnan

(Paris, 1921); and the 2nd ed, published in Cairo, 1952.
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al-Tabarl is approximately 125 years). The work of al-Tabari,
Ta’rikh al-‘Umam wal-Muliik, includes information about the

relationship between the Arabs and the Byzantines during the

seventh and first half of the eighth century A.D., and also
incidentally throws some light on the reasons for the reform
of the monetary system.1

Our next authority is al-~Mas‘iidi, who lived in the

fourth century A.H. (he probably died around 346). His work

Muriij al-Dhahab wa Ma‘din al-Jawhar2 refers to the xeasons

for the introduction of the Arab monetary reforms as well as
the relations prevailing between ‘Abd al-Malik and

Justinian's empire., A little more than a hundred years after
al-Mas‘udi lived al-Mawardi (d. c. 1058/450); in his book
entitled Kitdb al-AhkSm al-Sult3niyya~ there are found, in
chapters 13 and 20, details about the first Muslim rulers to
strike purely epigraphical coins, in addition to some valuable

information regarding counterfeit coins, and the duty of a

ruler to punish those guilty of striking false issues. A.H.

808 (the same year in which Ibn Khaldiin died) is generally
accepted as that of the death of al-Damairi, author of Hayat
é&:ﬂéléﬂé&_§1;5295§4 the first volume of which supplies extrene-
ly important information as to the reasons behind the striking
of the first reformed issue, going on then to describe the
attitude of ‘Abd al-Malik to the Byzantine empire and the

Byzantines'! reaction to his rule. Also from the ninth century

A.D., cones the work of al-Baihaqi, entitled al-Mahdsin wa

1 The edition used hexre is the one published in Cairo, 1941,

= Ed. and trans. Barbier de Meynard and Pavet de Courtellle,
II (Paris, 1861-1930),

fBQThe edition used here is the one published in Cairo, A.H.
8.

% The edition used here is the one published in Cairo, 1954.



Mﬂ giving details of the origin of the monetary
reforms and details of the relationship between ‘Abd al-Malik
and Byzantiunm,

(c) Turning now to the third category of Arabic textual
sources, those of the Arabic geographers, we must first

mention the work of al-Hamd3ni, written after A.D. 942, the

Kitdb al-Jawharatain al-‘Atiqatain al-Mi’i‘atain min

as=-sSafra’ wal—Baiggl.z Hamdani's writings inform us of the
locations of the gold and silver mines in Arabia, the extrac-
tion of metal from ore, the processes of refining, etc., as
well as giving details of the people who controlled the silver
mines in central Arabia, and the names of the silver coins,
Next in importance comes the work of Ibn Khurdadhaba (who died
of certain gold mines in Arabia are given and described. The
third geographical reference in this category is the Nuzhat
al-Mushtdq £I Ikhtiriq al-'‘Afiq” of al-Idrisi (d. 1181/577)
which again gives information about various localities 1in

Arabia where mines were found,

C. Modern Writers

The beginning of the serious study of the problems
of the coinage of Arabia goes back to the 18th century A.D.
Initially, studies of the pre~Umayyad and Umayyad coinages
were limited to editing Arabic sources and translating them
into German, French, Engliéh, or Latin, One of the most
distinguished scholars at this stage was 0.,G., Tychsen, who

1 The edition used here is the one published in Cairo, 1906.

2 . ,
Ed. with a German trans. by Christopher Toll, Uppsala,
1068,

3

The edition used here is that of Leiden, 1889,
4

The edition used here is that of Rome, 1952,




translated the work of al-Maqrizi as Historia Monetae

A:ca.bicae.1

During the first seventy ycears of the nineteenth
century, little of interest was contributed to our subject,
although there were some studies of mining. Progress in the
study of coins was resumed when J, Stickel published the
coin collection of Jena in his Handbuch zur;Morgenlghdischen
MiinzKiunde.2 He embodied great experience in this work,

His catalogue (vol. II) includes some rare early Islamic
issues, and the legends on them are analysed in detail., 1In
addition, a . reliable contribution .was made by

W. Tiesenhausen. His work consists of two volumes, the first

being entitled Moneti Vostochnova Khalifata.3 This work 1is

a veritable mine of information on the most important liter-
ature before 1873 on the coins relevant to our subject, It
is also based on first-hand knowledge of the early Muslim

coinage as it was known in 1873, Somewhat later, in 1879,

H.Sauvaire published his Matériaux pour servir a 1thistoire
de la numismatique_ et de la métrologie musulmanes.4"This

work is of permanent value as a collection of material, but
offers us no discussion or comnents. At the same time,
advances were being made in the historical presentation of

early Muslim coinages, notably by H. Lavoix in his Catalogue

Y . . 5 -
des monnaies musulmanes de la Bibliothéque Nationale.,” This

work (vol, I) contains an introduction which is a careful

study of the various statements contained in the leading

Rostock, 1797,

2 vols. (Leipzig, 1870),
St. Petersburg, 1873,
Paris, 1879-83.

3 vols, (Paris, 1887-G6).
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Arabic authorities, in an effort to reconcile the complicated
literary statements with the numismatic evidence. Somewhat
later, S. Lane-Poole1 made a number of useful contributions
in the field of early Muslim numismatics, in particular vol,

IX of the Catalogue of oriental coins in the British Museum2

and the Catalogue of the collection of Arabic coins preserved
in the Khedivial library at Cairo.” In both these works,

S. Lane-Poole describes and illustrates a considerable number
of Umayyad gold and copper coins only a few of which had not

been;published.before.4' He does, however, considex both the

welght standard of gold coins and the inscriptions.

Mention must also be made of Isma‘'il G. Edhem whose
work entitled Maskikat Islamiyya Qadima Qatdliighl appeared in
A.H, 1312 at Constantinople. It describes early Islamic coins
preserved in the Istanbul Museum.s

In 1922, in British Museum Catalogue of Greek Coins,
G. Hill published the coins of North and South Arabia and the
neighbouring countries.6 Hill was the first to study the
coinages of ancient Arabia for their own sake. He catalogued
coins in the three traditional metals (gold, silver, and

copper) which can be ascribed to North and South Arabian rulers

W

1 The summary account of these statements by S. Lane-P?Ole:
NC 1884, 3rxd ser. vol. IV, pp. 66-96, is not always reliable.
2 London, 1 889,

3 London, 1897.

4

S. Lane-Poolel's catalogue entirely omits the Argb—Sassanian
type, while the Arab-Bayzantine type is unaccompanied by
analysis or discussion of the iconography.

> The works of both Lane-Poole and Edhem are confusing 1in
their arrangement, soO that their argument is sometimes not
casy to follow. They do not greatly advance our knowledge
of either the purpose of the reform, or the structure of the
post-reform Umayyad gold coinage.

6 G. Hill, Catalogue of the Greek Coins of Arabia, Mesopot-
amia_and Persia (London, 1922),




and discusses the justification for each attribution., The
introductory sections of this book (pp. xi-xxxvi) contain a
survey of the ancient North and South Arabian states, as well
as a detailed survey of the coins themselves (types, legends,
epigraphy, mints, etc.). The data from ancientArabia axre
discussed by the author under the following chapter headings:
(1) Kings of Nabataea; (2) Arabia Provincia; (3) Arabia
Felix., The work includes background material (numismatic,
historical, and geographical) relating to many of the specimens
described and illustrated, It includes also a number of useful
bibliographical references to writings of numismatists,
historians, and geographers, In spite of some chronological
confusion surrounding the south Arabian rulers, it may be
said that, since the publication of this work, students of
ancient Arabian coinage have an acceptable framework within
which to work,

Particular attention must be drawn to an extensive

bibliographical work based on a variety of differing sources

. . 1
entitled Bibliography of Moslem Numismatics by L.A. Mayer.

However, in spite of Mayer's coverage of a period of two
hundred years, he does not attempt to include the Arabic

literature on coins, e.g., the works of al-Maqrizl, al-Mawardi,
al-Baladhuri, al-Nawawl, Ibn Khaldiin.

Special recognition should be given to the work of

J.‘walkerz entitled A Catalogue of the Muhammadén Coins, vol, I,

— _____—__————__—_———_

' 2nd ed. (London, 1954), Mayer concerns himself cnly with
works ©f the modern period (the last two centuries), and his
bibliography is remarkably comprehensive as regards the works
of western writers.

< We consider these two catalogues of J. Walker (in.spite
of their gtétus as catalogues of Umayyad and Abbasid coins
in the British Museum) as being something more than the

museumn's official catalogue, because they approximate to a
corpus rather than a catalogue,.
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Arab=Sassanian Cf:::"'ms:1 and A Catalogue of Muhannadan Coins .Arabe-

Byzantine and Post-Reform Umaiyad Coins .2 The publication of these

volumes of Islamic coins in the British Museum highlights

the value of coin specimens as documentary historical evid-
ence for the early Islamic era. In the two volumes discussed
here, historians and students of the early Islamic coinage

may discover vital and substantial material, mOstly datable
with precision., The entire first volume and a sizeable
portion of the second deal with coins of the transitional
period, based initially on Sassanian and Byzantine models.
These volumes are essential tools for the investigator of
early Islamic history. Walker provides a detailed picture

of the development of Umayyad coinage. In order to make the
works as comprehensive as possible, he listed not only the
entire published literature, but also much unpublished material
which he had noted in visits to numerous public and private
coin collections in America, Europe, and the Middle East.

Full indices of the post-reform coinage, details of the mints
and their localities, names and inscriptions, accompany each
volume. Although he must be given credit for attempting 1o
relafe the coins to their historical context, and to use
non-nunismatic evidence to throw light on his subject, he

goes astray from time to time; examples are given below at'Ap-
pendix E. However, so thorough and complete is the coverage
in the two volumes of each and every published coin of our
subject that only in isolated cases would even the perfection-
ist feel the need to refer to any of the sources from which
Walker derived his material, e.g., Ahmad Zia Bey,

A.Mordtmann, H, Lavoix, H, Sauvaire, L. Fr. de Saulcy,

1
2

London, 1941,
London, 1956,
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E., von Zambaur, Mrs, Ulla S, Linder Welin, Prince Philipe
de Saxe-Cobourg, W. Wroth (vol. II) and W, Tiesenhausen,
in search of extra details,

Of vital importance for research into Muslim coinage
are the publications of George Miles. He was a scholar of
great range and unusual learning, with a marked capacity for
penetrating and critical analysis, and a characteristically
disciplined and austere approach. He left many important
specialist studies as well as several general works covering
long periods of the Muslim coinage. Of particular importance
are his "Early Arabic Glass Weights andStamps",1 ""Rare
Islamic Cc::':'i'.ns",2 and his essay "The Earliest Arab Gold
Coinage“.3 But while it is true that Miles's essay '""The
Earliest Arab Gold Coinage!" has extensive references to orig-
inal sources, numismatic interpretation, and historical notes,
nevertheless, his suggestions so far as the present subject
is concerned, are not substantially different from the con-
clusions of Walker (e.g., the proposition that A.H. 77
witnesses the disappearance of the Byzantine (Greek) type of
dinar and the issue of the dinar of the post-reform coinage).

Three useful catalogues can be dealt with briefly.

The first of these is that of the coin collection of the

4 This massive volume is

Museun of Islamic Art in Cairo,
mainly useful because so many of the early Islamic issues
Fahmy describes were found locally. The catalogue aims to
be comprehensive and includes a historical discussion of the
problem of the relationship between the reform of the Islamic

T NNM, 111, 1948,

2 NNM, 118, 1950.
3 ANS, MN 13, 1967.
4

AJR..Fahmy, Mawsu‘at_ an-Nuqid al-‘Arabiya _wa ‘Ilm
an-Nummiy3t, I, Fagr as-Sikka al-‘Arabiyx (Caizro, 1965)
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gold coinage and the foreign policy of ‘Abd al-Malik following
the pattern laid down by Walker (vol. II) but taking into con-
sideration other dynasties not included in Walkert!s work. It
is furnished with a useful introduction (pp. 8-53) to Islamic
coinage with particular reference to the meaning of the word
::11-s:ikka‘..1

The second catalogue is that of M, Abli ‘'l-Faraj
al-‘'Ush published by the Direction Générale des Antiquités
et des Musées of the Syrian Arab Republic which is likely
to be of considerable help to students of the early Islamic
silver co:'i'.nage....'2 Since the number of specimens 1s compar-
atively limited (228), they have been studied in this
catalogue in very great detail, more than was possible, for
example, for al-Nagshabandi in his comparable Al-Dirham

al-Islami ..3 The catalogue is generously illustrated, and

each type is meticulously studied. In interpreting the
Pahlevi inscriptions, al-‘'Ush generally follows the issues

found in F.,D.J. Parxruck, Sasanian Cc:::"Lns4 and R, Gobl in

tAufbau der Munzpragung des Sassaniden-Staates" ,Sand Walkex
(vol. I) but he attempts sometimes to break new ground
particularly when dealing with the matter of coin inscriptions
and their interpretation (see, e.g., his new interpretation
of the Arabic lettering ,)<s, pl. VIII, 192 and p. 35).

The third catalogue is that of H. Gaube entitled

Arabosasanidische Numismatik (Ha'ndb'ﬁ.c-hez; der mittelasiatischen

a—

Numismatik, Band II, 1973) following on the lines of Walkerts

See below, ch, VL_,“Ptl’-l-Ci-

< M., al-‘'Ush, Trésor de Monnaies 4! Argent Trouvé a
Unm-Hajarah (Damascus, 1972),
3

Vt;:l. I, The Islamic Dirham of Sassanian Type (Baghdad 1969/
1389).

4 Bombay, 19624,

5 . . ]
In Ein asiatischer Staat (Wiesbaden, 1954).
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extensive introduction to his work Arab-Sassanian Coins,
Gaube studied the Arab-Sassanian coins issued not only by the
Umayyads but also by the anti-Umayyad rebels such as Qatarl
ibn al-Fuja’a and the partisans of the Zubairids. The work
includes useful information about the Arabization of the

diwdn as well as the reform of the coinage by ‘Abd al-Malik,

The mint names have been treated in detail by the author.

A final brief reference may be made to less compre-
hensive surveys of work on the pre-Umayyad and Umayyad coin-
ages and related problems in the specialist journals (NNM,

NCh, MN, NC, ZDMG, JESHO). A complete list of these was

given by L. M’ayer.1 The bibliography was brought up to date

in.a-SurveX of Numismatic Researcg;z

Attention must also be paid to the extensive

scientific standard catalogues of the Roman and Byzantine

coins housed in the British Museum,3 the Bibliotheque N’ationale,4

and the Dumbarton Oaks and whitemore Collections5 for guidance

on coin types, metrological elements, and related topics,

2. Texts Dealing with Mining in Arabia

Apart from the museum catalogues, there 1s relevant
material for our purposes in publications concerned with mints

and mining activities in ancient and mediaeval Arabia. Studies

e S —
See above, p. 9.
2

1960-1965 (ed. K. Skaare and G, Miles (Copenhagen, 1967)),
and 1966-1971 (ed. J. Yvon and H,W. Brown (New York, 1973)).

3 H., Mattingly, Roman Imperial Coinage (London, vol. V, 1967,

VIi, 1966, and IX, 1951), W, Wroth, Catalogue of the

Imperial Byzantine Coins in the British Museum, 2 VOls.
(London, 1908),

% C. Morrisson, Catalogue des monnaies byzantines de la
Bibliotheque Nationale, 2 vols. (Paris, 1970).

> P. Grierson, Catalogue of the Byzantine Coins_in the
Dumbarton Oaks Collection and in the Whitemore Collection,

________—_—_‘-—-_______—_____
vols. 1 and 1I (Washington, 1966, 1968).
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of the activities of mints and mines in Arabia have been made
by both geologists and historians,

On the geological side, the chief source of inform-
ation about this topic is the maps and reports prepared during
the last 32 years (1939-1974) by the Directorate General of
Mineral Resources of Saudi Arabia (Jeddah). There are also
reports by research workers who were active before the
Directorate was set up. Especially to be noted is the work
of D, Schaffner,1 who during twenty years of work in Saudi
Arabia (1939-1959) examined and reported on many ancient
workings, as well as the late Ahmad Fakhri, who travellgd
widely for the Directorate-General of Mineral Resources and
later for the Saudi government, More recent geological con-
tributions have been made by Drs. V. Kahr, M.A. Bhutta and
G.F, Brown: and W.H, Maclean, Conrad Martin and others,
Special mention must be made of Conrad Martin's basic work

on the history of ancient mine workings and their methods of

production,

. 33
Recent research on this topic by Mohsin El-Abid

and A. al--'WOhaib‘i4 has shown less interest in this subject
than the geological reports now available would warrant, and
neither author uses coins as evidence to contribute towards
the solution of various problems, such as those relating to
the output of the mints and the locations of the Arabian mines,

Both, however, contain extensive bibliographies and devote

1 For details of this report, and others discussed in this
chapter below, see Bibliography.

See Report no, 118, 1973, Jeddah.

3 M. El-Abid, "Mittelalterliche Bergwerke und ihre Lagerstatten

in den Arabischen Landern nach Arabischen Geographen und
Historikern'", thesis, Bonn, 1963,

4 A. al-Wohaibi, The Northern Hijaz in the Writing of the
Arab _Geographers 800-1150 (Beirut, 1973).
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chapters relevant to our subject, A. al-WohaiblI has laid

firm foundations for some arcas of research, particularly

the location of the mint of the Banii Sulaim, He has in gen-
|

eral openad new lines of study towards a better understanding

of the locations of some of the gold and silver mines in

i )

Axabia,.

3. The Numismatic Material

Another source of information for our subject 1is
the (as yet little known and indeed uncatalogued) coin col-
lections in Saudi Arabia. The discovery of hoards of Arab
and non-Arab coins of pre-Islamic and early Islamic times
(which are housed in various public and private collections
in Saudi Arabia) raises a number of questions which are vital
to the monetary history of ancient Arabia, but which have up
to now proved very difficult to solve. When were these coins

introduced into Arabia, and by what routes did they enter the

coun.try?1 The most important public coin collection in Saudi

. . 2 .
Arabia is housed in the Museun of the Faculty of Arts 1in

the University of Riyadh; it contains approximately 1,700
specimens of coins of 33 different types--Himyarite, Byzantine,
Roman, Arab-Sassanian, Umayyad, Abbasid, Ttlunid, Fatimid,
Ottoman Turkish, etc.,-~all of which were found in Arabia.

Part of the great value of this collection from the scient-
ific point of view is derived from the fact that it contains

a very great range of the main coin-types,though their exact

find-spots are not always recorded. The history of this coin

L For the study of the distribution of the coins, see ch. V.

This museum was established by Dr. A. Ansari in 1667/1387
and the creation of the coin collection was largely due toO
his interest and expertise. It was decided that the museun
should undertake the assembling of a representative coin col-
lection of all types of coin circulating and minted in ancient,
mediaeval, and modern Arabia.
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collection can to a large extent be reconstructed because
most of the coins do have indications of provenance, and the
names O0f dealers and the dates of acquisition have in all
cases been noted, One of the most important special items
purchased for this museum is a hoard from Santa’ in the
Yemen.1 The San‘'a’ hoard is the first recorded find of
Himyarite silver coins now held in any collection in Saudi
Arabia., All identifiable coins in this hoard are Himyarite:
in the listing given below (see cat, nos, 37-62) very worn
and damaged specimens have been omitted.

The Museum attached to the Saudi Ministry of
Education, Department of Antiqui'tiesz possesses approximately
400 coins of 10 categories (Byzantine gold and copper coins,
Sassanian silver coins, Umayyad gold coins, Mamlukl, Saljuqi,
and Qulaihi South Arabian copper coins).

The largest and most important private coin col-
lection in Saudi Arabia is that of Sheikh Hamid Nuzhat 1in
Riyadh, part of his superb collection of antiquities. This
coin collection contains over 1,000 coins, the great majority
of which are Byzantine, Sassanian, and Umayyad 1issues. The
find-spots of some of these coins have been recorded by the
owner, but without descriptions. The great value of this
collection from the numismatic point of view derives from the
considerable numbexr of Byzantine coin types,and the early
Islamic copper coins contained in it, and the hoard of Unayyad
1 The $an*a’ hoard was found in San‘'i’ in 1972, and was

taken by the finder to Najra&n in Saudi Arabia, where Dr.
Ansari purchased it for the nuseun,

2 This museum was established in 1964/1383 some years beforxre
the AMRU, It owes its revival and reconstruction in 1973 toO
the efforts of Dr. A.H, Masri; its present activities include
the acquiring and tracing, for collection, of all the avail-
able archaeological data found in modern Saudi Arabia relating
to ancient, mediaeval, and modern Arabia.
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gold dinars discovered in the Sharshiira (washhouse for the
dead) to the south of the Great Mosque in al-~Madina during
its widening in 1953 (A.H. 1370).

Next in importance is the collection of Shq@ikh Hamza
‘Ajlan of Medina; his coin collection comprises different
types of Byzantine gold coins and gold dinars, and Arab-
Sassanian silver coins which are excellently preserved and
1is1:ed.1

Another important coin collection is that owned by
‘Abd Allih ‘Aid in Mecca. It contains more than 21 Byzantine
gold coins of Phocas (602--610),'2 and 27 gold issues of
Herclius (610-641),3 18 Sassanian silver drachmas of Khusrau II
(59 -628),4 and two Himyarite silver coins of one unit the
origin of which has not been disclosed but which were probably
found not far from Mecca, 1In addition there are two Byzantine
gold issues struck during the reign of Phocas picked up by
Sh4qikh ‘Abd Allah at ‘Unm al-Diid near Mecca. There are also
17 dinars from the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, those from
the Umayyad period being issues of Hisham ibn ‘Abd al-Malik
(724-743/105-125),°

Another private coin collection we have visited
belongs to ‘Ali Hasan ‘Amiidi of Tabiik, who has formed a con-
siderable collection of coins composed.exclusively of examples
found on the site of Jabal Ghunaim south of Tabik (see map 1).

Yet another private coin collection, part of which

L The collection was purchased for the AMRU where it is now
housed.,

= P, Whitting, Byzantine Coins (London, 1973), P. 130.
3 1bid., p. 140.
4

M. Abu al-Faraj al-‘Ush, The Silver Hoard of Damascus
(Damascus, 1972), p. 48 e

> 1bid., p. 15.
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we have been able to examine, is that of ‘Ali Fadil of Jeddah,
where he is a dealer. His coins are of the following types:
(1) Sassanian, Khusrau II; (2) Arab-Sassanian; (3) Umayyad
post-reform gold and copper coins. The most important item

in the Fagil collection is a hoard of Umayyad post-reform

gold coins which was found buried in an earthen pot in the
town of al-Wajhi/. in the northern province of the Hijaz,

Among the private coin collections there is also
that of Haziz al-Harbi at Tabiik, The most important part of
this collection is the hoard found about 25 kilometres south
of al-Khubar in the east of Saudi Arabia. The hoard was dis-
covered in A.D. 1972 (A.H. 1392), The coins had apparently
been buried in a small jar of glazed earthenware. The writer
was informed by the owner that some of the pieces were stuck
to broken fragments of the jar, and that in other cases
groups of coins were stuck together., The total number was
something like eight silver specimens. The dirhams which

we have examined are mainly Arab-Sassanian coin types.




Chapter II

SURVEY OF THE ANCIENT ARABIAN COINAGE ACCORDING TO THE

MEDIAEVAL ARAB AUTHORS

The main purpose of this chapter is to study the
essential statements given by the mediaeval Arab authors
regarding the various kinds of volumes of coins circulatin

in pre-Islamic Arabia, and the Umayyad coinage which followed.

1. Coins Circulating in Arabia
During pre-Islamic (jdhiliyya) Time

In the opinion of most of the mediaeval Arab
historians, the coins in circulation during the jdhiliyya in
Arabia comprised Qaisariyya gold dinars, Kisrawiyya silver
dirhams, and Himyarite coins; and these were in no way similar
to each other. We can collate their statements as follows:
the gold goins which were used during the ighilizzétwerebrought

2 They were called

S

to Arabia from the Byzantine empire.

4

Qa:‘i'.g.a.:::i'.yy'a.:3 dinars, Hiraqliyya® dinars, and Rimiyya™ dinars,

All the mediaeval Arab authors who mention the circulation of

gold coins in Mecca On the eve of Islam state that the dinar

is equivalentéto a mithq3l and the relationship of the dinar

Al-Balddhuri, Futlh al-Buldin (Beirut, 1958), p. 473.

Al-Maqgrizi, Shudhir al-‘Uqiid £fI Dhikr al-Nugid, p. 4.
Al-Baladhuri, op, cit., p. 475.
Ibid., p. 478.

Al-Maqrizi, op. cit., p. 2.
Ibid., p. 3; al-Mawardi, Al-Ahkan al-Sultaniyva, P 163.
16
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to the dixrham was 16 to 7..1

Ablh Yatla states that there were small dirhams
current in Yemen, each weighing two and a half gi_'?a__r_xi_q.z On
the other hand, al-Mawardi mentions that the weight standaxd
of the Yamagni dirham during pre-Islamic times was one danig,
and he comments on its rarity.3 It is worth noting that
al-Baladhuri’ confirms the circulation of the Himyarite dirhams
in Arabia but does not give any details about their weight
standard. Ibn Khaldin states that the weight standard of the
Hinyarlite dirhams was 6 M.s

Ibn Khaldiin and al-Nawawi® speak of a kind of dirham
called Maghribiyya ( a.,%e ) which was in circulation in Mecca
during the j3hiliyyva, but they do not give any details about
the metal from which it was made, nor of its country of origin,
It is quite probable (if the statement is correct) that it
was of silver since the Arab historians have shown that the
word dirham is almost invariably applied to coins of silver.

On the other hand, al-Maqrizi reports that the kind
of dirham called Baghliyya7was current in Arabia during the
jdhiliyva and these were referred to as '"the black and perfect'
( 1l o,dl). He adds that the Baghli or black pexfect
dirhams came from Persia. Al-Damairi states that these were -
to be attributed to a Jewish moneyer called Ra’s al-Baghl
(J=dl U.L ). He coined, for ‘Umar I, dirhams which bore the
1 al-Balidhuri, op. cit., p. 473.

= J. ‘Ali, Al-Mufaggal f£i Ta’rikh al-‘*Arab Qabl al-Islam, 7

(Beirut, 1971), p. 499,

> Al-Abkam al-Sultaniyya, p. 147,

4 Al-‘Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, I (Cairo, A.H.
1353), p. 464.

2 Tbid.
© a1i,op. cit., p. 499,
7

Al-Maqrizi, op. cit., p. 1.
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effigy of a king sitting on a throne, beneath which was engraved
a legend in Pahlavi '"Nish Kl'n"."h:"...‘-l

Other mediaeval Arab historians have discussed the
Baghll dirham but give different linguistic forms of the term,

e.d., bughalll, Al-'];abétibé’iz suggests that Baghll was the

name of the Jewish chief who built the temple of the Magi and
minted the dirhams ascribed to him in the city of Arminia in
Persia, but there is one called Armyia3 in Persia., On the

other hand, $ al—‘Ulfun4

adds that the Baghli dirhams can be
attributed to an ancient city called Baghl in Babylon., Yet
9. al='Ulum on the authority of al-TJuralihi thought that the
word Baghlywrit'ten with no fatha on the lettery , and a stress
(shadda) on the last letter "y" (&), refers to the name of
a city in Iraq., The position is thus confused, but it 1is
possible that Baghll dirhams can be traced to a famous minter
Ra’s al-Baghl; it would, however, be surprising if, as
al-Dam_iri reports,s the Ra’s al-Baghl who minted the dirhams
during the pre-Islamic times should also have struck the
dirhams of ‘Umar I. However, it is possible that this family
monopolised the minting of dirhams and that a member of the
family struck dirhams for ‘Umar I,

The other kind of dirham6 which is mentioned by many

of the mediaeval Arab texts as current in pre-~Islamic and

early Islamic times (the period of the Prophet and his four
7 8

successors), is the Tabarian dirham ( b fl_,d )

1 Al-Dam_iri, Hayat al-Hayawdn al-Kubri, I, p. 161.
2 3
S. Behr al-‘Ulfim, Al-Nuq@d al-Islimiyya, p. 49.
3 .
Ibid.
% 1bid., p. 50.
> Op. cit., p. 161
6 — - P, »
Al-Maqrizi, op. cit., p. 3 and Ibn Khaldin, op. cit., p. 402.
4 See Appendix B, p. 188,
o |

9. Bebr al-‘Ulim, op. cit., p, 48 states thatA.al-Karmaly has

1!‘-\-__-&-_

rightly Stated that "Tabarian" refers to the dirhams which
were struck in Tabaristin and not Tabaria in Svria.
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None of the mediaeval Arab historians share

al-Magrizits opinion that there were dirhams known as
.Juwarqiyya or JtGdaqgiyya current in pre-Islamic and early
Islamic times,

Al-Karmaly1 states that Jirgan ( C)BJ}-?) was a suburb
near Hamadhan. However, we have not been able to trace a place
called Jirgan, either in the encyclopaedias or in other books,
such as the Mu'jam al-Bulddan or the mint list of J. Walker,

or in Zambaur's Die Munzpragungen Des Islams .2 There does,

however, exist a suburb near Hamdh&n called Jirdan ( | 5 3.,_-).3
Al-Magrizi himself, in his other book, Jghathet al=-’Umma
mentions dirhams called Juwarfiyya ( asly>). 9. Bebr al-‘Ullm
on the authority of Ziyada and al-Shayyal states that some
copies copies of Igh3thet al-’Umma have Judaqiyya ( asluy>)
and Juwarfa ( d,l4> ), while the Shudhir text has Juwargiyya

( é)‘){' ). He adds that Silvestre de Sacy could not find any

explanation for this word, and suggests that it might be read
as Jardrqa ( a),> ), stating that according to some manuscripts,
Jardrqa 1s the plural of Jiriqi ( i, ) which means "Greek!
(i)

According to the Muhit al-Muhit, the worxds 1Jaraq"
and "Jarqf" both mean "the dark thing" and, according to the
same work, the word "Juragia" may indicate a kind of black

5

dirhan. It could be inferred from these statements that

Greek silver coins were in use in Mecca during the pre-Islamic

! Al-Karmaly, Al-Nuqid al-‘Arabiyya wa ‘Ilm al-Numiyyat

(Cairxo, 1939).

< E. von Zambaur in his manual lists a town called Djudan
( o9 ) I(Wiesbaden,I968),p.Tol.

Al-Karmaly, op. cit., p. 122,

Ibid.

Ibid,

L Hh W
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period or they were Himyarite coins which were struck on

the last Attic type. This would seem likely in any case,

if there were coins called Jifdﬁ'qiyya circulating in ancient
Arabia, Al-Mawardli states that the silver coins were called
al-wariq ( 19 );‘l the word wariq occurs in several South
Axabian inscriptions, in such phrases as '"khamsi wargim" and
"lashri wargim", which presumably refer to weights or some
kind of cm'.nw.2 The term wrq is mentioned in ancient South
Arabian inscriptions and by the mediaeval Axrab sources., None
of the modern writers on this sub ject such as Ryckmans,
or Pirenne mention the use of the term wrgm in the Qur’an,

or in the texts of the mediaeval Arab sources. One of these,

al-Hamdanl, states: "As for silver, it is f'Lubain', in the

language of Himyar, with 'damma' over the tlam' (J) meaning

tal-wariq'! (silver); and al-wariq is a name given to dirhams.'
Turning now to specific points relevant to the
circulation of coins in Mecca on the eve of Islam, one of
al-Maqrizits statements refers to the use of the gold dinar
and the silver dirham by the Meccans as ingots accoxding to
the local weight, which they fixed ( ly—slbol il s ko [,-15_'9
ls) .> There is, however, an insufficient variety of gold
and silver types to provide adequate confirmation of Magrizi's
statement. Yet there are references in literature by two
Arab historians prior to al-Maqrizi. These are al-Baldadhurl

and al-fabari, and al-Maqrizi may have drawn on one of thenm

1 Al-Ahkdm a}-§u113ni22a, p. 148 and M. al-Rayyis, Al-Kharaj
wa al-Nugum lil-Dawla al-Islamiyya (Cairo, 1969), p. 370,

° ‘Ali, op. cit., 7, p. 501.
3 xvIiii, 1s.

4 .
Dt M, Dunlt?p, ""Sources of Gold and Silver in Islam', in
Studia Islamica, VIII (1961), p. 36.

= Op. cit., p. 4.

4
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for his statement. These two statements together clearly
/ suggest that silver coins were used as ingots during the few

| years preceding the Hijra in A.D. 622. One of them states

that when Muhammad married Khadija!. he paid-to her as a

awgiya was [weighed] forty dirhams" ( (i) (i 4,‘5}‘ o yis Sl

/ nuptial gift "twelve awgiya and nushshan (half) and the
|

—
|‘.'_..:.5_,..: o)-'mt LSy Y!,).1 In the other example, reference to the

L0
use of the coins by Quraish according to local u;(‘i.ghts is made

in the episode of the finding of Bildl al-Habashi by Aba
Bakr (when both became Muslims); ill-treated by his master
Umayya: I1Ibn Khala.fz in Mecca, the slave Bilal wanted to

abandon Islam, until AbfG Bakr paid five awgiyas and freed

hj'.m«...3 The above two statements do not mean that the Quraish

in all their dealings used coins only by weight (al marco);

they also used silver dirhams according to their value
(al pezzo): for instance, the female camel which Abl Bakr
purchased to take himself and Muhammad from Mecca to Yathrib

is mentioned as being bought from Nu‘'m Ibn Qushair for 800
dirhams (r.m_,..! JL.:L':,):_:S Cr2 r_q_, Cre Ji )-:‘ 1‘5!1:-5‘)'4 A second
instance is the statement related to the purchasing of the
slave Ya'qub al-Mudbir (Ya'‘'qib al-Qibti) for 800 Or 900
di:chams.5

Though the above shows that both the use of coins

by weight and their use al pezzo were known in Mecca in the

known in Mecca in the few years preceding the Hijra, we

1 Al"ManiZ_i__; op. cit., p. 2; for the meaning of nash, see
Appendix B, pp.l188fF, |

© Ans3b al-ashraf, I (Cairo, 1959), p. 97.

3 For a discussion of whether Umayya or Abd Jahl was the

master of Bildl, see Ibn al-Athir, ’Usd al-Ghaba fI Ma‘rifat

al-%ahaba, I (Tehran, A.H. 1334), p, 206.
1 : .

Ibn Qutaiba, Kitab al-Ma‘Arif (Leiden, 1850), p. 88.
Ibn al-Athir, op, cit., III, p. 230,

5
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cannot be sure which of the two systems was employed by the
merchants from Quraish when dealing with people of other
external areas, such as Syria or South Arabia., They may, for
example, have used the Byzantine solidi in their dealings
with the merchants of Syria. Similarly they may have dealt
in Himyarite or Sassanian silver issues in their contacts
with the people of Yemen, particularly during the period when
Yemen was ruled by the Sassanians (c. A.D. 575-628).1 we

have to leave this question open.

2, Coins Circulating in Arabia During the Early Islamic
Period: Aspects of the Umazzad.Coinage

We find that all the mediaeval Arab authors without
exception agree that the Prophet gave his approval to the

s tandard of pre-Islamic coins.

Among the mediaeval Arab historians, Ibn Khaldun

is alone in stating that:
b <l aall cadil gpliba 1 LY oL L
ain! P elan (J Lraqﬁ,‘414;[‘3ﬂ rf“QDQSLnFUl
ALl we Ly alally bl g a0l gl ol
it Ul ol o e g L Gl gl
. rmb;di
"When Islam came, the Arabs in their dealings used gold and

silver [coins by al marco)]. They used the Sassanian gold

. 2 . . . . .
dinars and silver dirhams which were in circulation among
them according to their weights., When forged dinars and

dirhams became very common, ‘Abd al-Malik on the authority of

1

Hitti, Arabs, p. 66,

states that only Shapur II minted gold in any quantity. Other
rulers used gold only for festive issues. Surviving gold coins

are rare, and none have been found in Arabia.
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Sa‘id Ibn al-Musayyab and Abii al-Zanad ordered al-Hajjaj to
strike girhams."1

Al-Maqrizi2 states that the first Arab dirham of
typical Sassanian type was issued during ‘Umar I's reign

in A.H., 18, while al-MEwardi's3 version is that this happened

in ‘Abd al-Malik!s time. Whereas coins from ‘'Abd al-Malik's

./.-"”*

time survive in abundance, none have so far been found dating
;?

/ from the reign of ‘Umar I and al-Magrizi!s statement cannot

[

be substantiated by the surviving coins. On the other hand,

\ most of the sources agree that Sumairiyya dirhams were struck

- at Damascus during 'Abd al-Malik's reign. These coins were
4

named after a Jew from Taimi’ called Sumair,
Ibn Khaldiin reports that "It was said that Mug‘'ab
Ibn al-Zubair was the first to issue dinars and dirhams on

behalf of his brother ‘Abd All3h., They bear 'aUl &, ' on

one side and ' ru" on the other., These coins were changeds

by al-Hajjaj [i.e., melted down] one year after."s

Al~-Baladhuri also mentions that Mug‘ab struck gold dinars.,

But we have no numismatic evidence to endorse the statement
that Mug'ab Ibn al-Zubair issued gold dinars. The dirhams
which had been issued by Ibn al=-Zubairt's brother were melted
down By al-Hajjaj, according to al-Baladhuri who quotes
al-Hajjaj as saying: '"We do not want anything from the godless

<7 8

or hypocritical".6 Al-Maqrizi‘ and Abl Ya'ld mention that

Ibn Khaldun, Al-‘Ibar wa DIwdn zl-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, I,
. 463,

Op. cit., p. 34,

Op. cit., p. 148.

1

p

2

3

: éégMaquzl’ op. cit., p. 4, and al-Baladhuri, op, cit.,
Pe P

>

6

7

8

Op., cit., p. 656.
Al-Magrizi, op. cit., p. 6.
QE- Citi’ pl 4-

Al-Ahkam -Ahkam al-Sul l"anlzza P. 148,
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N ‘Abd All3h ibn al-Zubair struck sircular (,% . ) dirham in

>
~‘|-l -I-l--i-lﬂ"'.'-

.
2
3
4

Mecca during his xeign.

The main dates suggested for the appearance of
reforned silver issues chiefly fall within the period A.H.
74-76, For example, al-Mawardl on the authority of Abi
al-Zdnad reports that al-HajjZj on behalf of ‘Abd al-Malik

1 The account given by al-Balddhuri

issued dirhams in A H., 74.
1s that al-Hajjaj issued dirhams at the end of AH. 75 (694~
695), afterwards giving orders for them to be struck in all
districts in A.H., 76 (695-696).2

The above group of authors represent those who nane
al-Hajjaj as the first to have issued the reformed dirhams,
Al-Maqrizi in contrast declared ‘Abd al-Malik to have been the
first and that he struck dirham and dinars after the consol-
idation of the regime., "In A.H., 76 ‘Abd al-Malik issued
dinars and dirhams on the weight standard one dirham equals
15 girat. These dirhams were struck also in al-‘'Irdaq. When
these coins reached al-Medina there were many of the compan-
ions who objected because the coins bore an effigy."3 It
could be said that both the Sassanian dilver dirhams4 and the
Byzantine gold solidi bear images on their obverses, but the
populace of al-Medina as a part of the Umayyad caliphate must
have been familiar with these traditional currencies.
The companions! objection must therefore have been to an image

different from the usual one (i.e., on the Sassanian and

Byzantine coins). In other words, cne can be fairly confident

——————-______--_——-—————_-___-

Op. cit.,, p. 655,

Op. cit., p. 4.
Al-Maqrizi, op. cit., p. 10.

walker, I, p. 25, no, Zub I (fig. 2).
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in inferring that this dirham type is that with "Arab-

Sassanian obverse and standing caliph reverse."1 Accordingly,
it might be that the date (i.e., A.H. 76) given by al-Maqrizi

1s not correct (i.e., that the year.was 75 or 73, not 76).2

If so, then the coins which were struck by al-Hajjaj and which
reached al-Medina must have been of the standing caliph type
with or without sword. However, if the date given by al-Maqgrizi
(i.e., A.H. 76) is correct then we would expect the appearance
of dirhams with standing caliph in A,H. 76.

In afew cases, there is numismatic evidence to.
endorse the Arab authors in their accounts of the inscriptions
occurring on the silver issues, but more often it is lacking.
The sources assert certain modifications concerning the
addition of Arabic inscriptions to the silver dirhams of a

typical Sassanian type, to which ‘Umar I added, "Thank God",

or in some instance, "Muhammad is God's messenger', or '"No

3 . . . .
There is no numismatic evidence to substan-

God but Allah",
tiate their ctatements concerning the addition of these Arabic
legends, ox of the date A.H. 18 which they mentioned.

As for other examples, it should be stated that no

issues up till now have appeared bearing the inscription

"Nukh Shir" under the bust or elsewhere in any published

reference to the Sassanian silver coinage or the Arab Sassan-

ian coinage. This statcment of al-Damairi.must be considered

as a folk.etgmology.4

————_'_'—_—-—-_—-__—--—_——_—__—-#___-

1 J. Walker, "Some New Arab-Sassanian Coins" in NC, XII,
nos. 1 and 2 (1952), pp. 106-107.

2 Al-Maqrizi, op. cit., p. 8. Scme of the modern Arab

historians such as al-Karmaly, Al-Nuqiid al-‘Arabiyya wa ‘Ilm
al-Numiyyat, p. 31 and J. ‘Ali,Al-Mufagsal fi Ta'xikh al='‘Arab,
7, p. 501, mention al-Maqrizi's statement without comment,

3 Op. cit., p. 79.
4 Op. cit., p. 15.
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Numismatic evidence confirms the mediaeval Arab
statement regarding the occurrence of only "ﬁe is God, God
the Eternal', without the word "Say" at the beginning. It
must be observed,1 however, that al-Maqrizi's statement to
the effect that the verse "Say, God is one'" occurred on the
silvex issues struck by al-Hajjij, cannot up till now be sub-
stantiated from known gold, silver, or copper coins attributed
to the pre-Umayyad and Umayyad ;:aer:i'.c:u:i..2

In connection with this, al-Baladhuri mentioned
that the inscription '"Blessing" was engraved on the silver
dirhams of Sassanian type which were issued by ‘Abd Allah
Ibn al-Zubair's brother in al-‘I:r:Eiq.3 Al-Magrizi gives the
same statement except that the inscription is said to have
been '"God commands people to be loyal and just".4 According
to nunismatic evidence, the inscription "Blessing' appears
on the reverse of copper coins> of pre-reform type and on the
obverse of the silver dirham of Arab-Ephthalite coins only,
and not on the Zubairi silver coinage, The inscription
mentioned by al-Maqrizi (i.e, "God commands . . .'') appears
up till now on copper coins of the'post-refoim type only,
and not on the silver coins attributed to ‘Abd Allah Ibn
al-Zubair's reign. This point is to be kept in mind for later

consideration.8 In respect of legends on such gold dinars oOr

silver dirhams (ofpre-reform.orpost-reform.types) none have

1 Walker,* Catalogue of Muhammadan Coins Arab-Byzantine and

Post Reform Unajyvad Coins, p. 104, nos, Kh. 4, 253 and 254,
< Op. cit., p. 655,

7 ® vy e T

Walker, II, p.223, no.727. ;¢

See below, ch, IV P. 92 ff, i
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ever been forthcoming bearing the name of ‘Abd al-Malik and
his re _.gnal years, as Ibn Khaldin states. Ibn Khaldiints
account (i.e., o3, mL S| L.‘,._,.lsdi, )1 could only be
Justified if the pronoun ha at the end of the word and the
similaxr pronoun at the end of the secondword related to the

coin itself, i,e., the word dinar and/or dirham, This is

hard to accept.

Our studies of those sections in the works of Arab
mediaeval historians devoted entirely to numismatic questions
lead us to the general conclusion that all of them are agreed
(with the exception of those who add that MaghriblI coins and
Juﬁgiqiyya.dirhags*were in use in Mecca on the eve of Islam)
that three distinct coinages were circulating in Arabia, and
more particularly in Mecca at this important time (6th to
early 7th centuries A.D.). These three coinages were:

(1) Byzantine gold coins;
(2) Sassanian silver issues;
(3) Himyarite dirhams.

It is significant that none of these historians
attribute specific types of coins to specific periods or rulers,
There is no reference to anything connected with the inscrip-
tions on the coins in circulation in Mecca on the eve of Islam,
Nor do they mention anything about the copper coins 1n use
there during the Jahiliyya. None of them mention the circu-

lation of Byzantine silver coins in Arabia. They all agree,

oL S I S R W ey

I it is true, that the Byzantine gold issues common in Arabia

f

* came from al-Sham, while the silver dirhams originated in
Persia, There are some certain statements made by most of

the mediaeval writers, upon which they are in complete harmony,

0 - Ci t » ® 6 "
:_ - - ’ ___Pi_ . {}4‘:2: —hm‘g é&j
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either by positive assertion or negative omission. In partic-
ular, their accounts fail to report whether the South Arabian
dirhams in use in Mecca before the dawn of Islam are the
Himyarite silver issues which were struck by Himyarite author-
ity (the second kingdom declined c. A.D. 525),1 or whether
they came from private unofficial workshops set up for striking
these silver issues and if the lattexr, did these minting
activities take place in the Yemen, or Mecca, or elsewhere 1in
Arabia or even outside? Were the die sinkers of these silver
issues or Arab nationality or not? Our numismatic evidence
does not allow us to decide.

It is probable in fact that these silver issues
forming the common currency in the mercantile centre of Mecca
represent some of the original Himyarite silver products which
continued to be used in Mecca, for the following reasons:

1. Of the native historians, not one gives any hint
concerning the matter of the melting down of coins, and we
suggest therefore that individuals may have melted down the
silver issues for personal purposes, such as making necklaces
or items of jewellery, though to what extent it is hard to
say. It is likely, however, that such melting down took place
only on a small scale, for the reason that in Mecca on the eve
of Islam there existed no authority with power officially to
call in any particular issue, ban its further use, and melt

it down.

2. From the statements that few Himyarite dirhapsz

were circulating side by side with the Sassanian silver issues

and the Byzantine gold, we should infer that the word '"few",

! Hitti, Arabs,_ppn.6o-62.
2 o o ” -
Al-Mawardi, Al-Ahkam al“§U115niXMa:IP- 147, and al-Baladhurai,
op. cit., p. 654,
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by relating to the Himyarite issues only, shows that the
Himyarite issues became scarce and intermittent in production,
on the one hand because issues were melted dowﬂ and on the
other because the Himyarite kingdom had declined; whereas

the output of Byzantine and Sassanian issues was continued
because those empires were still flourishing. To this can be
added the indisputable fact that coins of undoubtedly Himyarite
type are found in Arabia,

3. Furthermore, there is the statement of al-Maqrizi,
referred to earlier, that Juwdrqiyya silver coins were used
in Mecca in the jﬁhilizza;1 this may mean that they were
struck outside Arabia, In fact, all the foégoing evidence,
together with the coins actually found in Arabia bears out

the statements of the Arab chroniclexrs that there were Himyar-
ite dirhams circulating in Arabia on the eve of Islam,

A final question, which still awaits a complete
answer, leads on from the statement by the mediaeval authority
that the Himyarite dirhams were few in number: why did the
Prophet confirm the continued use of the Sassanian silver
issues and the Byzantine gold issues, yet fail to confirm the
maintenance of the Himyarite silver products, while all three
issues bore effigies on their obverses? Surely because the
circulation of Himyarite coins was of such long standing and

their numbers were probably fewer,

. Cit., pP. 3.



Chapter 11l

ISLAM AND THE CURRENCY

The purpose of this chapter is to study to what
extent the two main currencies of Arabia were affected in
their various numismatic aspects by the coming of Islam,
The period covered by this chapter, 622-68%/1 -61—!,,‘l can be
divided into two stages: first, 622-661/1-40, the time of
the Prophet and his four successors who took al-Medina as
their capital (including, besides, the short reign of ‘Alil
656-661 /35-44:0,,2 who made al-Kiifa his capital); and second,
661-683/41 ~64> from the transference of the capital of the
caliphate to Damascus by Mu‘Awiya Ibn Abii Sufyadn in 661 /41
to the end of the Umayyad Sufyanid regimé in 683/64., But
for our general outline, the study of the reform of the
coinage will be extended beyond the limits of the period
(622-683/1-64) to reach 750/1 .‘324= (i.e., to include the reign
of ‘*Abd al-Malik and the remaining Umayyad caliphs with
particular attention to the consolidation of the Umayyad

regime and the relationship between ‘'Abd al-Malik and

Justinian II as reflected in monetary matters).

L P. Hitti, Lebanon in History from the Earliest Times to
the Present (London, 1957), p. 247.

2 P, Hitti, History of Syria Including Lebanon and Palestine
(London, 1951), p. 532,

3
4

M, al-‘Ush, The Silver Hoard of Damascus, p. 15.
Hitti, Arabs, p. 285,

33
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The first mentioned period saw the first political
and religious unification of Arabia., In view of the signific-
ance of this period (622-661) for coin systems, it is
regrettable that no numismatic research has been devoted tO
it so far., Though for most purposes these decades are silent,
certain points may be deduced, and in spite of the scanty
textual and numismatic evidence, distinct phases in the
development of this early transition period can be regaxded
as likely. Perhaps some idea of the currencies in circulation
can be obtained for the eve of Islam, directly or indirectly,
through the use of new terms related to the income of the
state, the daily life of the people, and the varying weight
standard of the coins in circulation. The study of the coin-
age in these years, particularly in the time of the Prqphet;
by revealing which coins continued throughout the period and
which permanently disappeared, establishes a basis for under-

standing the origin and development of the early Muslim coinage,

* ¥ K K ¥ X X

A. The Early Stage (A.D. 622-661/A.H, 1-40)

(i) To the Death of Abu Ba§£

The wealthy mercantile community of Mecca was

greatly affected by the results of the migration of the
Prophet and his adherents in A.D. 622, to the city of Yathrib
which was given the new name, al-Madina, V- Yuc~wwi

In the years directly following upon their Hijra,
it is clear that the Prophet made no specific move to modify
the arrangements concerning the coins which were circulating

and used 1n Arabia during the seventh century A.D. This was

important, for al-Isladm created or developed the importance
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of the coinage by using new institutions such as al-zakat,

al-ghanima, al-Jjizya, al-kharaj, al-‘ushr, and al-anfil, all
of which potentially required the use of money. The admin-
istrative system!s principal source of revenue was al-zakat,
which 1s one of the basic elements1 of al-Islam--the third

"pillar', The rate of al-zakdat imposed by the Prophet was

as follows: five dirhams (alternatively defined as one nawa),

on each ounce of pure (not mixed) silver. He also imposed

a dinar on each twenty dinars of incqme.2
This ruling developed the importance of the coinage

in that it applied precise names, weight standards, and

values to the gold and silver coins, fixing the relationships

between them, All this was in contrast to pre-Islamic times

when the relative values of the coinage had constantly fluctu-

ated, especially in Mecca.3

The confirmation by the Prophet of the permissibility
of the continued use in Arabia of silver Sassanian drachma$
and Byzantine gold dinars forms the main numismatic interest
in the time of Muhammad himself and of Abii Bakr. Abl Bakr
followed the lead of the Pprhet in making no specific change
in the form of the coinage, as the study of historical accounts

shows,

(ii) The Coinage during the Reign of ‘Umar I _(634-644/13-23):
Gold, Silver, Copper

General Background
Abl Bakr died in 633/634,% to be succeeded by ‘Umar

. The latter is recognised as having been one of the greatest

Abl Yasur, op. cit., p. 140,
Al-Mawaxrdi, op., cit,, p. 18,

Abu Ytsuf, op. cit., pp. 12-14,
Hitti, Arabs, p. 139,

DLW N =
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of the caliphs, and his reign forms a landmark in the exten-
sion of the caliphate. His rule had a marked influence on
the whole economic and administrative structure1 of the new
Islamic state. He set up a network of military positions,
at strategically chosen points; these encampments (migr,
pluraljfgﬁéz)facted as regional and comnunication centres,
or headquarters.2 Some of them (e.g., al-Basra and al-Kifa)
developed later into cities and became minting centres for
the issuing of silver coins. Their names appear..on several
issues of silver coins in reigns later than ‘Umar I (see
below), which throws an interesting light on the origins of
certain.mints.3 The new dating system, introduced by ‘Umax
I and taking the Hijra as its starting point, was intended
to emphasize both the unity of the caliphate and 1its common
Muslim creed.

The ordinary serving soldier (al-mujahid) under

‘Unar I normally received his basic.pay4 in dirhams, according

to a public register (diwdn). It is probable that the experi-

enced civil administrations of the Sassanian and Byzantine
regimes were retained throughout the period under discussion.
A thorough familiarity with both types of currency
had been attained by the new Arab rulers--townspeople (in
Mecca and al-Medina) and countryfolk alike, even those living

not too remote from the great trade routes of ancient Arabia;

they were apparently not ignorant of how to relate a gold coin

to a copper one (with both of which they were familiar), which

! aAba vaosuf, op. cit., p. 18.

2 I1bid., p. 21.

3 F?r details of mint activities in Arabia together with _
the interpretation of such terms, see below ch., V.,p. II3 ff.

* Al-Baladhuri, op. cit., p. 217,
> Hitti, Arabs, p. 171,

“-—-’
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shows distinct progress from the preceding years. The evidence
for this comes from coin finds in the territory of modern
Saudi Arabia of both Byzantine gold and copper coins struck
during the reigns of the following emperors:

1. Leo I 457-474 (AV:Cat,’ no. 10).

2. Anastasius I 491-518 (AE.Cat.. no, 11).

3, Justinian I 527-565 (AE Cat. nos., 14, 15),

4. Maurice Tiberius 582-602 (AV Cat. no, 16).

5. Phocas 602-610 (AV Cat. nos. AV 18, AE no. 21).

6. Heraclius 610-640 (AV: Cat.. no, 23 and AE nos. 27, 28).
These finds were made in Mecca, al-=Medina, Tabuk’

and al-Suwaidira ,1 places located in the area through which
the main traditional ancient trade routes ran., In addition,
more positive evidence is found in the works of the mediaeval
Arab authors who stated that Qaigsariyya gold coins circulated
in Mecca during the jihiliyya time.z That the new Arxrab
authorities were by this period acquainted with the Byzantine
and Sassanian systems which were to become the foundations of
the subsequent bi-metallic Muslim currency, seems an indis-
putable fact.

We find that, according to al-Baladhurl ,3 ‘Unaxr I
applied hinself to the question of dirhams because forged
dirhams had become common, and counterfeit dirhams were driving
the sound ones out of circulation. This caused confusion in
the national economy. He therefore had the idea of issuing
dirhams made of camel leather instead of silver, but the
people who were concerned with the matter claimed that in that
case, sSoon no camels would be found.

3

2 - .

;&bu Yisuf, op. cit., pp. 42-47; and al-Maqrizi, Qp.cit.,
p. 1.
3 1pid.

See below, ch. IV, and nap no, I
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Two observations should be made about al-Baladhurits
account, First, it would suggest that the Arabs had no real
experience in the field of coinage, and secondly, that ‘Umar I
was the originator of the Islamic coinage. Al-Baldadhuri is
alone in mentioning that ‘Umar I planned this innovation, and
there is no evidence that the idea was put into practice.

‘Unar I's reign is different in these various
respects from the preceding silent reigns, i.e., the times
of the Prophet and Abli Bakr., The reign of ‘Umar I alsO saw

the foundation of the Bait al-M3al and the diwan} The 1issue

of gold and silver coins was geared to the needs of the
caliphate, whether for taxing subjects or paying salarie82 or
gifts M. We know nothing about the purchasing power

of the copper fals nor do we have its weight standaxd; the
comparative rates between the fulills and the two traditional
nonetary metals still in use (i.e., gold and silver) in this
period up to the end of the Umayyad state are also still
uncertain, Did the absence of references to copper coins 1in
the texts in the field of juristudence and other Arab sources
mean that there was no definite rate between the fullis and
other coins, did it mean that its (i.e., the fullis) purchas-

ing power was so low as to be not worth mentioning? In fact,
we cannot tell. Possibly the rate varied.
(a) The Gold Coinage

We have found no textual or numismatic evidence
for the striking of gold coins by ‘Umar I or his governors,
Whethexr the gold coins in circulation were limited to Byzantine
solidi minted outside the caliphate, for the reason that no

nints for gold coins were yet established in Islamic terrxitory,
1
2

Ablt Yisuf, op. cit., p. 13.
Ibid., p. 18.
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we cannot be certain, but it seens probable,

(b) The Silver Coinage

The statements made by many of the mediaeval Arab
historians (in addition to the statement that ‘*Unar I dealt
with the question of counterfeit dirhams)1that ‘Umar I issued
dirhams, were accepted by some of the numismatists of the

nineteenth century such as E. Thomas, J. Stickel, H. Lavoix,

and Ghalib Edhemz as <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>