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ABBREVIATIONS IN FOOTNOTES.

In the footnotes of this work the abbreviation op.cit.

is used to refer to a book and the abbreviation loce.cit.to

an article in a periodical, or an essay in a collection of
essays where the full title of the book, article,or essay
has been cited in an earlier footnote. Where more than

one book, article, or essay by the same author is referred
to during the course of the work a shortened title 1s used

after the first reference, to make clear to which work the

particular footnote refers.
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L NTRODUCTORY.

Writing in 1935 Professor R.A. Humphreys observed that the
activities of mercantile groups in England during the American
Revolutionary period had not been explored and that there was

a need to know more about the relations between trade and
1

politics and the formation of policy. Later scholars, notably
Dr. Iucy Sutherland who has explored the relationshlp between

mercantile groups and the first Rockingham administration and
the part played by the City and East India Company 1in politicg

and Professor Sosin who has assessed the mercangile influence

on British colonial policy between 1763 and 1775 have begun

to supply the need to which Brofessor Bumphreys drew attention.
This thesis attempts a further contribution in this field,

investigating the relations between the Duke of Newcastle,

4,
the Marquis of Rockingham and mercantile classes 1n London

and the provinces during the years 1761-1768 with particular

reference to American affairs. By doing this it is hoped to

1. "British Colonial Policy and the American Revolution' by
R. A. Humphreys, History, VoleXIX,London, 1934-35, PPe 46 ,4.8e.
By 1760 merchants were speciallsing in different branches
of trade and thus it becomes possible to distinguish

American merchants.
2. See particularly "Edmund Burke and the First Rockingham

Ministry" by I.S.Sutherland English Historical Review, Vol.
XIVIV,London,1932,pp.46=72 "The City of London and the
Devonshire-Pitt Administration 1756-1757" by L. S. Sutherland,
Raleigh Lecture in History, 1960 Proceedings of the British
Acadeny, Oxford 1961,pp. 147-193; The City of London and the
Opposition to Govermnment 1768-1774 by L. S.Sutherland, The
Creighton Lecture in History 19858, London 19593 The East f
India Compa in Eighteenth Century Politics by L.S. Sutherland

Oxford 1952 :
O Agents and Merchants by Jack M. Sosin, Lincoln (Ne'braska) 1965e. |

4« The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary (ed.w.Little,H.W. j
Fowler, J.Coulson, Oxford 1933, Vol. 1l,p.1235) defines a |
- . - ‘-‘J“
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galn an overall plcture for a limited period of the relations
between the merchants and one political group both when they
were 1n and out of office. Beginning with the fall of Pitt
from office in October 1761 and ending with the death of
Newcastle in November 1768 this work attempts to trace the
relationship of Pitt's partner, Newcastle, and his political
heir Rockingham, with the merchants, particularly those trading

to America, and to assess the effect tlgﬁt mercantile opinion
e

and commercial considerations had upon/party which came to be
called the Rockingham Whigs and also upon the American policy

of this party. In particular from the point whege the

'monied interest' supported the Duke of Newcastle, and the

4e (contd,) merchant as :-

"(a) one who buys and sells commodities for profit;
orig(inally) gen(eral) but early restricted to
wholesale traders, esp(ecilly) those trading with
forelgn countries.

(b) a shopkeeper.

In the eighteenth century the term merchant was confined
to a wholesale trader and it is in this sense that the term
1s used in this worke These traders dealt 1ln a wide variety
of goods although they could speclalise in one or a few
varieties. |

In his major historical works Sir Iewis Namier defines
merchants as widely as possible, comprehending within the
classification anyone connected with trade including bankers,
and manufacturers but excluding country gentlemen who owned
businesses and ran them as a "side-line" or subsidiary
interest. Gerritt P.Judd, however, in attempting a detailed
classification of the composition of the House of Conmons
defines merchants as narrowly as possible and places in
other categories anybody who was not & businessman "trading
within England as well as with Europe and continental

America'® See The Structure of Politics at the Accession

of George III by Sir Iewis Namler, 2nd edn. London 1957 sy Pe 4.9

and Members of Parliament 1734-1832 by Gerritt P.Judd, IV,
New Haven U.S.A. 1965 p.89 et passim.

By the use of the term mercantile classes I hope to
make it quite clear that the definition of the word merchant
for the purpose of this thesis is as broad as possible,and

- -
bt [ R P




commercial interest William Pitt this thesis endeavours to
trace the emergence of the American merchants as a separate
group in politics at the time of the Stamp Act Crisise the
cementing of the alliance of this group with the Rockingham

Whigs, and the gradual loss of the support of the 'monied interest!

with the entry of the party into opposition and the death of
Newcastle in 1768 1In the process it is hoped to do something
to dispel the notion that Rockingham himself was a mere
nonentity and that Burke was the real driving force behind the
Rockingham Whigs, for Rockingham's ability in political affairs
and his assidulty and political conscientiousness are often
apparent in his dealings with the mercantile classese In 1766
in A Short Account of a late Short Administration Burke stated
that the first Rockingham administration

"was the first which proposed and encouraged publick
meetings and free consultations of merchants from all
parts of the kingdom; by which means the truest liphts
have been received; great benefits have been already
derived to manufactures and commerce, and the most exten-
sive prospects are opened for further improvement." 6

4 (contd,) means, as in Namier's definition, a man whose main
i{iggod of getting his living was by wholesale trade of some
O«Dre. Sutherland has drawn a distinction between the merchants
of London who were primarily interested in trade but who
were also interested in financing the governmment, and the
'momied interest! who were chiefly interested in government
finance. 8See "The City of London and the Devonshire-Pitt

Administration 1756-1757" Raleigh Lecture in History 1960,

-%-‘-.“:’.-.(.'..:.'ll E_!-_E' PP. 148 9 164, 9 166

6« The Works of +the Right Honourable Edmund Burke, Londdn 1815
VOli II ’pl 4# ’




» and in his Speech on His Arrival at Bristol 1774 he said

"I have ever had my house open, and my poor services
ready, for traders and manufacturers of every
denomination. "

and that

"Cormerce.... has ever been a very particular and a very
favourite object of my study, in its principles, and
in its details." (f
It is thus intergsting to investigate the relations
between the merchants and the party which claimed to represent
them, especlally in the years 1761-=1768 for 1763 1is generally
accepted as the climax of the first British Emplire, essentially
a mercantile empire, and the years 1763-1768 saw the beginnings
of the contest which was to bring this empire crashing in ruins..
Contemporaries and histopmians of the period have
acknowledged that this was a period of rising mercantile
representation in the House of Corrrmong. Thus as well as
noting the effect of the mercantile alliance on the Rockingham
Whigs 1t is interesting to note the influence and effect of
the alliance with the Rockingham Whigs on the careers of the

merchants concerned, and to assess what they hoped to gain
an:i did gain through alliance with the Rockingham Whigs.

All the political groups of the era had their following
of merchant members of Parliament, but there were other
merchants outside Parliasment with whom Newcastle and

Rockingham discussed political affairs especially when the

Te IbideVoleIII,Dpe.8e
8+ See "The Stamp Act in British Politics" by W.T. Laprade,
American Historical Review VoleXXXV,No.4, New York 1930
Pe 765 Members of Parliament 1734-1832 by Gerritt P. Judd,
1V,New Haven, U.S.A. 1955,p.89, et passim.
- ;
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issue was of a politico-economic nature. At times, if not
always intentionally, Newcastle and Rockingham called on expert
opinion on matters of trade a‘béut which they desired more
information. Sometimes, indeed, mercantile experty seem to
have formed their advice upon Rockingham and Newcastle,. The
Stamp Act Crisis is an admirable example of both circumstanzes.
Contact upon matters of trade with the Rockingham Whigs
often seem to have led to & merchant enmbarking upon a political

vareer, if he had not already done so. 1In many cases the

merchants concerned were drawn under the political wing of the
Newcastle-Rockingham group, but in others the merchants
concerned stayed outside politics, sometimes they were only

consulted once, but sometimes they became advisers to the

Rockingham Whigs on one particular aspect of trade.

9. See my Barlow Trecothick and other Associates of Lord
Rockingham during the Stamp Act Crisis 1765-66 unpublished
M. A. thesis in Sheffield University Library 1957,especially
the introduction, conclusion and section on Trecothick.
Also my "Barlow Trecothick!" in Bulletin of the British

Association for American Studies New Series Nos.l and 2,

Nottingham,19568-1959, Ppe36-29(Noel) 29-39 (NoeZ)e

T e
—— —— . _ _
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'%‘fI;IPé‘.lRZ:lli-gESIN MERCANTIIE REPRESENTATION IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

After the general election of 1754 contemporaries noted

that 1n the new Parllament there would be a greater number of
- 10
merﬁhanta than ever beforee. Mr. John B Owen lists forty—one

merchants who were in Parliament in 1741 and states that at

leagt eighteen of these ranged themselves behind the 0pposition
11
leaders. As nearly half of the merchants according to Owen's

classification were wiliing to oppose the government there is

]
gsome Justification for concluding that Rockingham and Newcastle
had a mercantile following even when out of office and that

merchants were not always prepared to sunpport administration

for economic gaine

9ir ILewis Namier states that f£ifty merchants were elected

to Parliament in the 1761 general election and thirty—aev%l of

hthese had extensive business dealings with the government.
Although Namier does not list the names of the fifty men that

he classifies as merchants, the names of at least thirty can
be discovered from the pages immedi&itely following this state-

ment and from the appropriate pages in his England in the Age
13

of the American Revolution. It is not clear whether Namier's

and Owen's classifications agree and neither appear to agree

14
with Judd, so it is impossible to draw any definite conclusions

10. See Laprade locecitep.735 quoting Public Advertiser,8 May

1754
1le The Rise of the Pelham'a by John B. Owen, London,l957 p.59.
12. Namier opeCiteDDe
' 13. Ibid.pp.49-58. See also England in the Age of the American
‘ Revolution, 'by Sir ILewls Namier,2nd edn.+ London 1961,

|
14:¢ _B. Citt E&SBi j

&
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on the proportionate rise in the humber of merchants in the
House of Commons between 1741 and 1761 due to the difficulty in

obtalning a common classification. Judd,however, provides the
15
following analysis of M.P's with commercial interests

17 54 1761 1768

Bankers 13 13 10
Manufacturers - 1 2
Nabobs 4 5 15
India Interest 9 10 8
West Indies Merchants 4 4 %
West Indies Interest 16 20 19 .
Merchanss 24, 23 29 ]
Total , 70 76 86 ;
Names appearing in more than '
one classification 2 2 1 ?
Net Total 68 74, 85

These figures, although they differ substantially from those

quoted by Owen and Namier do show a progressive rise in ‘

commercial representation during the period covered by this |
16 |
thesise and if the Nabobs and manufacturers are disregarded

an approximiationto Namier's figures for 1761 1is reached.

Judd assigns an many merchants as possible to other groups ,

thus leaving in his '‘merchant' category those enggged in what
7

he describes as "miscellaneous business pursuits". He states

—— r - —

that it ig difficult to differentiate between merchants and
bankers in the early years of the eighteenth century but |

i:entatively concludes that banking was emerging as an entirely

18
separate profession by 1750 A nabob Judd defines as " a British

citizen who had lived in the Orient usually but not always in

,h 19
the East India Company's service and mainly for profiteeee

15e¢ ODeCite e 89
16. For the year 1741 when Owen guotes 41 Judd's total isg 68e!
17. Judd _C_)_'Qo cite Pe 59. 18. Ibidi Pe 61. 19- Tbhide. Pe 640
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His definition of members in the India interest, which includes

BEast India Company Directors, large shareholders and shipowners
20
has more of a commercial flavour. Judd also states that his

"members in the West India Interest" were mainly absentee owners
21
of Caribbean estates.

According to the definition of merchant accepted for use
it is perhaps not technically correct to include in Judd's
classification bankers, manufacturers and nabobs as members of
the mercantile classes and it is the rise (300 per cent between
1761 and 1768) in the number of Nabobs sitting that mainly
account for the rise in commercial members during these yearse.
However it can be seen that there was a rise in the number of
merchants between 1761 and 1768, slighter than it looks at first
sight but still significant.

This expansion in mercantile representation corresponds
with the growth of trade that was going on at this time. Professor !
Werner Schlote notes that before 1776 Britlish foreign trade
increased slowly and that there was considerable fluctuation due
to wars.e After the War of American Independence Professor 1
Schlote contends that this rate of increase was much greater. I
He argues that it is the 'rate of expansion' of trade that is
really important, defining this as the growth of overseas trade
in relation to the size of the population, for,Professor Schlote
contends, there is a genuine growth only if such growth is
greater than the population. He prints the statistics in the
table overleaf comparing growth in the literal sense with the

20¢ Iblde e 65e 2le Ibid. Pe O'7e ! I
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rate of expansion. Some correlation between this rate of

expansion and the slight increase in mercantile representation

can be noticed.

Tables of Annual Average Percentage Increase in the 'Rate of

Growth' and the *'Rate of expansion' of volume of British

Overseas Trade. 22
(a) Rate of Growth

Imports. Exports. Re-exports. Turnovere.
1700-: 1170 1.2 1.2 - L2

1'780-1800 Oe¢ O Ge 1 - 0. 8

(b) Rate of Expansion.

Imports. Exports. Re-exports. Turnovers.

17 00"'1770 0' 7 Ot 7 o 00 7

1780-1800 <e O Se 2 - 3.0

in an era of heightened interest in scientific and indus-
trial matters which acted as a prelude to the rapid increase of
induastrialisation which was to take place at the end of the
eighteenth century and in an era when the first British Empire,
essentially a mercantile empire, was coming to its climax, the
rige in mercantile representation is scarcely surprising. But
the increasec of representation, as will ve seen, cannot be

gisassociated from the increasing contact between the newcastle

55, oee Britaln s Overseas t'rade from the 1L700's to the 1930 s

oxford 1952, Pp.41-42.

by werner Schlote, transltd by W.G.Henderson and W.H. Chaloner's

L
1
f
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10
and Rockingham Whigs and the mercantile classes.

Through entering Parliament merchants often hoped to gain
govermment contracts, and through long service in the House,
social zdvancement for their familieses although there were
some exceptions to this as some merchants were genuinely
interested and more active in the polltical shheres than was
necessary for their own social and economic advancement, for
men are often motivated by other principles and ideals than
those which concern their own pockets, they were generally far
more interested in becoming landed gentry than in a political

As a result the association of Newcastle and Rockingham

with a merchant was often short-lived and contact with particular

merchants lasted for only a certain political periods and when

be found to be associated with an entirely different commercial
group. Rockingham and Newcastle came 1into contact with merchants
because they desired help in the political sphere. The merchants
for the most part demanded help in the economlc sphere. So a
politico-economic alliance led to the advantage of both parties,
both had something to give and both hoped to galn something.

Thus the bulk of the merchants turned to the Rockingham Whigs

i
when in opposition only when they despaired of the administration,

23 See Namier, Structure of Polltics pp.48-51; England in the

Age of the American Revolution pp pp. 5-6; George II1 and the
Politicians by R.Pares, Oxford 1953, DPp. 15-16,193.



1l
because opposition leaders had few rewards to bestow. Some
merchants, however,who were motivated by principle, adhered

consistently to the alliance with the Rockingham whigs.

-,



THE MERCANTIIE ASSOCIATES OF ROCKINGHAM,NEWCASTIE AND BURKE.

If it is possible to gain some ldea of the extent of the
increase of mercantile representation from Judd's figures, then
it would seem possible to galn some idea of the mercantile
contacts of Rockingham, Newcastle and Burke, Rockingham's
secretary, by making a comparison between the men who appear in

Judd's list as members of the commercial classes and the corres-

pondents of Rockingham, Newcastle and Burkee.
Table T. 24

Newcastle!s Mercantile Correspondents.
IMem'bers of Parlisment onlyg

1761"'68:
Bakkers 14.
Manufacturers -
Nabobs 4.
India Interest S,
West India Merchants %
West India Interest {4
Merchants 18
Total 51

Table IT.
Rockingham's Mercantile Correspondentse.
(Members of Parliament on],v;

1761-68.
Bankers
Manufécturers
Nabobs

India Interest

West India Merchants
Wegt India Interest
Merchants

Total

=
CO,CRCRI—‘NCRI !
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Table IIT.

Burke's Mercantile Correspondentse.
(Members of Parliament only)

1761-68.
Bankers -
Manufacturers -
Nabobs 1
India Interest 1
West India Merchants -
West India Interest -
Merchants -
Total <

Although these tables have obvious limitations as some

letters are obviously missing and others may not be about

commercial matters some worthwhile conclusion still seems to

Cmergee.

Firstly, if the totals in these tables are compared with

the total numbers of the mercantile menmbers in Parliament as

25
shown in the tables above it may be seen that Newcastle, Rocking-

ham and Burke must have corresponded with a large proportion
of the mercantile members relative to the slze of thelir party.

Newcastle obviously corresponded with far more of the mercantile

classes than either Rockingham or Burke. This, no doubt, was
because he was in power for so long, was closely comnected with
matters of govermnment finance and with matters of patronagee

Secondly, a deficiency in mamufacturers may be noted in
all three tables. This must be correlated with the small

24d. These tables are complled from a comparison of MeP' '8 listed
as members of the mercantile classes with in Table I the
index of correspondents in Catalogpue of Additions to the
Manuscripts in the British Museum 1882-1887 London, 1889, in
Tahle IlInthe index of correspondents in Guide to the Mami-
scripts Collection in the Sheffield City Libraries,Sheffield,
19866, pp.87-96, in Table III the alphabetical list of
correspondents in A Checklist of the Correspondence of
Edmund Burke by T.W.Copeland and M.S.Smith, Cambridge,1955-

20+ See above pp. &Y. ~



14
number of mgremfacturers in Parliament during this period under

consideration. It is not true to say, however, that this proves
that Newcastle, Rockingham and Burk; were not interested in
industry.

Thirdly, among the correspondents of Newcastle the
predominfince of bankers and merchants is obvious. Newcastle
wag closely connected with bankers and merchants through the
raising of government loans and contracts.

Rockingham seems to have corresponded with few bankers.

This is probably due to the fact that he was nolt really concerneqd

with govermment finance as he was in opposition for a great

part of his political career. The fact that Burke's correspon-
dents are fewer than Rockingham's points to the fact that
Rockingham was leader of the party and it was therefore with him
that the mercantile classes corresponded rather than with Burke.
There appears to be little difference either between the type

of merchant who corresponded with Burke. as compared with

Rockingham or the business with which the correspondence was
concernede

Unfobtunately Judd has no classification of American
merchants, so it is impossible to tell how strong thgy were in
support of Rockingham and Burke but very few West India merchantsg
supported Newcastle, Rockingham or Burke. As the North American

and west Indian mercantile groups were often opposed this may
well be due to the fact that these politicians were often in

alliance with the Amerlcan merchants.

56 see*above Pe: Y.
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At this point it seems fitting to discuss the differences !

in character between the mercantile following of Newcastle and

that of Rockinghame Whereas Newcastle was interested in secur-
lng and maintaining the allegiance of the trading and mercantile
classes in general, as a shatesman who was in office for the
greater part of his political career, and as the statesman who l
was responsible for government finance during the Seven Years

War, he was particularly interested in maintaining the support

of the greater merchants who in many cases held government

contracts and who were the government financiers. On the other
hand Rockingham was only in office for two short periods during
his political career and neither of these periods was long
enough for him to build up systematic contact with a group of
government financiers, nor were the measures of Economical
Reform,{especially Clerk's Act) during the second Rockingham

administration conduciive to winning the support of the

o7
mercantile classes. These measures must have seemed to have

atruck at the heart of the eighteenth century financlal system

and been anathema to the govermment financiers, for in the past

the merchant in Parliament, who figanced the governmment, had
2

very often held lucrative contracts. Government financlers were

2%7. For these measures see The Second Rockingham Administration

by Derek Wall (unpublished M.A. thesis in Sheffield

University Library 1956) p.1l75 et seg. See also Shelburne
and Reform by John Norris, London, 1963, pp.226-228 where
it is stated that Clerk's Act demoralised existing contractors
and encouraged new competitors and wilkes ill and Reform
by lan R.Christie, London,1962 p.152 where it is stated |
that Clerk's Act affected only about 20 merchants, most of ]

whom preferred to keep their seats andwsign their contractse
28.5ee Namler Structure of Politics pp.48-58. ’

i
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mainly interested 1n seeking rewards for their political services

and neither of these measures would encourage them to seek these

rewards from the Rockingham Whigse Moreover, in opposition

before 1765, the "wildmans" group led by Rockingham were interested

in using their mercantile supporters as a pressure group to

29
assist opposition tacticse. During the first Rockingham adminis-

tration, Rgckingham and his colleagues were again more interested

in using the merchants as a pressure group to secure the reggal

of the Stamp Act and the passing of related commercial measures.

The reward of the merchants was to be in the results of the

legislation itself.
The same situation persisted after 1766 when Rockingham

went out of office. Again he was pre-occupied in using the
merchants as a pressure group to embarrass the government. His

use of the petitions of the merchants who traded to Amggica

especially in 1770 and 15 is typical of these tactics. As in
1765 and 1766 the reward of the merchants was to be the removal
of the present govermment, Rockingham's accession to power and

what he considered to be a more enlightened commercial palicy.

If one accepts the division of the mercantile classes

o2
adopted by Mr.David Reid, Newcastle's interest in the merchants

embraced all three categories, but he was especially interested

29. See below pp.<clU=c00. ©0. See below p.323 etseq.

31l. See below pel4
32. For this classification of mercantile opinion see "An Analysis

of British Parliamentary Opinion on American Affairs at the
Close of the War of Independence" by D.S.Reid, Journal of

w’ VOle XIX,NOe 3 ’Chicago 194.6 » PPe 212-214.
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in the first, the greater merchants, who generally sat in
Parliament and whose aims were government contracts or social
advancement. Rockingham, however, was more concerned with the
other two categories, firstly the smaller merchants in Parlia-
ment whose interests were mainly local, and secondly the great
mass of the merchants, often less wealthy, outside Parliament
who of'ten co-operated with each other to petition Parliament

for the sake of trade.

- i el —
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CHAPTER T.
ANMERICAN TRADE AND MERCANTIIE PRESSURE.

The use of mercantile pressure to secure the repeal of the

Stamp Act by the first Rockingham admimistration is generally
1
acknowledgeds but most modern authorities make only passing

reference to the economic slump in Britain during the period
Of the Stamp Act Crisis.z Indeed there is still a lingering
impression that the Rockingham administration exaggerated
mercantile distress for their own political ends? Yet this was
the only occasion during the Revolutionary period when English
merchants were successful in co-operating with and putting
pressure on an administration to secure the nullification of
legislation considered detrimental to their commerce with the

American colonies. DNever again were the merchants so vociferous.

Never was mercantile agitation so highly organised.

It is interesting to examine Britain's mommerce with
the American 6olon1e3 during the Revolutionary period in the
light of these circumstances considering whether they can be
bartly explained by changes in the relative values and importance
of the trade or whether it was purely as Burke claimed, that

the merchants received more consideration from the Rockingham

4,
administration than from any other. These issues also raise

le See for instance The Stamm Act Crisis, Prologue to Revolution
by H. Ge and H. M. Mor

gan, Chapel Hill, 1953, pp.<264,271-272;
British Politics and the American Revolution by C.R.Ritcheson,
Nore/AN, 1954 ,pp.46-49,60; "Edmund Burke and the First

ckingham Minjgtry™ . S. Sutherland, 10C.citepp. 3670,
Le Bg- ﬁo{}gan Q-E'Ei.%.' %. QBZ_QGE; gitgﬁegon’gﬁ%_}_%:ﬁ.zg. e 1

o CfelMorgan ODs cit. PPDe 264"269’271’272’280-281;01'1311'18 of the |
American Revolution by J.S.Miller, Boston 1943 p. 155
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the questions of economic factors as a contributary reason for

the ineffective opposition of the Rockingham Whigs after 1766
and the effect economic circumstances had on the relations
between the American merchants and the Rockingham Whigs.

Five ports in the eighteenth century were chiefly ehgaged
in trade with the American colonies. These were London, Bristol,
Liverpool, Whitehaven and Glasgowe In or near these ports were
warehouses where merchandise was collected and later shipped
to America.

Textiles, especially woollen goods, were lmportant in thils
trade and by the time of the War of Independence there was a
growing tendency for this export trade in cloth to concentrate
on London. By 1777 London shipped out more woollen goods than
all the other ports in England combined. Be$tdes this many
other English and continental goods passed through London,
besides those goods that were made in the neighbourhood of
the capital itself. Glé!sgow specialised in importing rum ,sugar
and. tobacco and in exporting Scottish goods- Whitehaven, the
least of the five ports, exported cheaper and inferior quality
€00ds of the same nature that London supplied. Liverpool was

the outlet for Lancashire cloths, Staffordshire pottery and
‘metal goods from Sheffield and Birmingham, and Bristol exported

pottery, nails,salt,cheege and the products of the west of

o
England woollen industry.

@. "A Short A ccount of a Late Short Administration" by Edmung
Burke in Works VoleII,ps4e.

5 See " The Import Trade of Colonial Virginia" by C.B.Coulter
(Jnr) in Williem and Mary Quarterly 3rd Series, Vol.II,No.3,

Williamsburgh Va,1945, pp.296-298. For a general account of

- — ‘*
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Under the old colonlial system the value of colonies was
measured on a commercial standarde Up to the middle of the

eighteenth century the ideal colony was regarded as that which
furnished goods that Great Britain could not produce herself.
The West Indies and the south continental colonies conformed
more closely with this pattern than the middle and New England
colonigs. Although the latter were a valuable link in the

trade with the former and their production of foodstuffs and
carrying trade was valuable to the West Indies and south contin-
ental colonies, they exported little to the mother country

except mast timber for the navy and they could supply little
that Great Britain had to buy from abroad. Thus the West Indiss

and south continental colonies were considered to be of much
'

greater value than the middle and New England coloniese.

By the time of the Peace of Paris 1763, however, clrcum-
stances were altering a little. England was ceasing to be a

regular exporter of wheat and the industrialist, becoming of
greater importance, emphasized the view that the colonies should
furnish a market for the mother country'’s manufactured goods.
The West Indies with its slowly increasing population éould

not offer so large a market for British manufactures as the

mainland colonies which were rapidly expanding. loreover the

O« (contd)the value of colonial trade see "A Quantitive Approach
to the study of the effects of British Imperial Policy upon
Colonial Welfare, Some Preliminary Findings" by R.P.Thomas,
in The Journal of Economic History voleXXV,New York, 19605,

Pe 615 et seaq.
O For an estimation of the value of the West Indies as colonies

and their trade with other colonies see Capltalism and Slavery
by E.Williams, London 1964 ,pp. 51-57, 108.
Te %ee England and America - Rivals in the American Revolution

Y C.H.Van Tyne, Cambridge 1027 sDe &5
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textlle industry was among the first to develop and the North
American colonies were especially valuable as a market for this

industry, for continental Europe could supply itself with woollen
goods and there was only a small market in the tropical west
Indiese Pinally the landed classes because they owned land and
sheep were interested in the woollen industry, and the Peace of
Paris, when Britain kept Canada and returned Guadeloupe to the

French was a triumph for the industrialist and landed gentgéeman
8
rather than the merchant.

The changing attitude of the industrialists and landed
interest towards the North American mainland colonies was,

however, bound to be reflected by the merchantse They had to
sell the goods to the North American market and it was the
British export trade that was most affected by British political
measures and American resistance. The merchants no doubt

hoped to make significant profit from the new development in

the American trade, but before the trade really had time to
mature it was adversely affected by the measures that led up to
the War of American Independence, for less than two years after

the definitive peace treaty of 1763 was signed George Grenvillé's

American Stamp Act was passed in 1765.
The trade of Great Britain with the North American mainlang

8. See British Colonial Policy 1754-1766 by G.l- Beer, New York,
1907 ,ppe 134140 where Beer states that up to 1750 colonies
were not really considered important as markets, but it is
interesting to note that Joshua Gee in his The Trade and
Navigation of Great Britain Considered London 1729, p.2l
was considering the colonies valuable as markets. See also
The Mississippd Valley in British Politics by C.W.Alverd,
Cleveland U.S.A. 1917, Vol.1l,p.45 et seq.
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colonies during the period of the American Revolution was thus
altering in characterlstics and importance and because the trade
had not been of a constant volume for a number of years it was
impossible for the merchants to assess the precise effect of
British political measures for they found it difficult to quote
figures for a normal year. This became obvious from\;he evidence
the merchants trading to America gave before the Stamp Act
Committee? In trying to assess the precise importance of the
trade with the North American colonies the changing nature of
the trade if not invalidating all statistlics does therefore

mean that they should be treated with reservation, and one
cannot gain any picture of how great the trade would have been
between 1760 and 1780 without the interrmption of the War of
Independence by comparing trading figures with those of the two

previous decadese.

During the Seven Years War exports to America were main-
tained at an artifically high level because of the capture of

French possessions and markets especially 1n the Wigt Indlies,

and becuse of shipments to British forces overseas. At the

end of the war the American market was the only expanding market
for British merchants and the Stamp Act came 1into operation
before trade had time to adjust itself properly to the new

9. Sheffield City Libprary, Wentworth wWoodhouse Muniments,
Rockingham Papers (hereinafter abbreviated to wwi) R27
'Mimutes of the evidence before the Stamp Act Committee!
particularly the evidence of Barlow Trecothick PPe 21,28
I am grateful to the Earl Fitzwilliam and the Trustees of
the Wentworth Woodhouse Settled Estates for allowing me
to use these documents. The evidence is part-printed in
English Historical Documents Vol. IX,American Colonial

Documents to 1776 ed.M. Jensen, London 1965,pp. 686-691.
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peace~time conditions and during the temporary recession at the

11
end of the ware This made its effect doubly hard. Indeed the

reason why the effects of the Stamp Act seem to have been felt
by the merchants more than any other American measure taken by
the British government appears to have been the peculiar nature
of economic forces in operation at the time. There were no
alternative markets open for the goods that should have been
sent to America, trade had not yet fully adjusted 1tself to
peace, and to find the American market almost completely cut

off was & disastrous situation for the merchant. There was no
alleviating factor at all whereas in the succeeding crises

there were always compensating factors. Moreover, to make
things worse, British merchants had taken advantage of the

recent peace to increase their sales in America by one-third

12
between 1763 and 1765 and the most uncompromisingly solid

opposition that the Amerilcans e;r-er presented to an Act of
%!

Parliament was to the Stamp Act.

There is a difference of opinion over the precise effects

of the Stamp Acte Professor Ashton has cited filgures of
exports from Great Britiain to America that show that there
was a steady but slight decline from 1764 to 1766 and

10. Economic Fluctuations in England 1700-1800 by T.S.Ashton,
London, 1960, 60e.

1l Ibd&d. ppe 6l,16b.
12. An Historical and Chronological Deduction of the Origlns

of Commerce by @A-Anderson, London 1787 ,Vol.I ,ppPe 50-56,78-79.

15« The British Empire before the American Revolution by I.H.
Glpson,VoleX,New York 1961, p.365.
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gehlesinger has put forward the argument that 'the adoption

of’ non—imporftation agreements added no new difficulty to the
situation already existing' for trade with America had steadily
been declining since 1764 due to the restrictive commercial
meaggures of the British government, and London merchants were
noting a decline in the trade with America as early as July
1?%%- Indeed mich the same as in Engdand there seems to have
been a temporary recession in the American colonies at the end
of the Seven Years War:,stut none of the witnesses, American or
English, before the Stamp Act Committee appear to have hoticed
this and when looking for specific causes for the decline in
trade with the American colonies it was far easier for them to
point to restrictions imposed by the British goverrment. It
thus seems fair to conclude that the protest of the Americans
over the Stamp Act was the culmination of a series of factors,
that alarmed British merchants because it caused a decline in
trade to America, the origin of which, if it lay in the slump
occurring at the end of the Seven Years War, was greatly
aggravated by the restrictive commercial legiélatioil6of the
British government. Morgan supports this conclusion.
Professor Clark gives <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>