


Minor domestic linear cuttings

Trench-like peat cuttings are still a common feature in extant peat-getting areas of the British
Isles; notably on the Scottish islands. They are typically cut into the surface of the bog by
individual crofters, but may occur in groups. Since they are not free-draining, they typically
flood before the lowest peat deposits have been removed. In the Peak District, this type of
cutting appears to have always been rare, probably because the bottom peat was the most
valued. Where they do occur, they are usually excavated into a mire edge and so do not
flood, allowing complete removal of the peat. In the Peak, they may all be recent. One
example can be linked by photographic evidence to Victorian and early 20th century peat-
bathing in Buxton (Figs 4.9. & 4.10.). Sometimes a simple trench cutting may be only a little
longer than broad. If the length to breadth ratio is less than two to one, it may grade with
those features described under sections 7:1:10. and 7:1:11.

7:1:9. Large sub-rectangular cuttings
Sometimes, sub-rectangular peat pits are cut into the edge of plateau-top blanket mires (Fig.
1.7.). Arelatively large example, ¢.350m X 175m, occurs on Rowlee Pasture on the ridge

between the Alport and Upper Derwent Valleys (6:60). Other similar workings can be seen on
the north edge of Birchinlee Pasture (6:62) and on Hordren Edge.

7:1:10. Minor sub-rectangular pot-pits

Although it is the various forms of opencast peat workings which dominate the overcut
landscape of the Peak District, there are a few areas where there has been substantial pot-
pitting into the surface of blanket bogs, for instance along Stanage Edge. These sites have a
pock-marked appearance, which when revegetated, may in overview suggest natural
hummock-hollow bogland. On close examination however, most of the individual pits will be
found to have a sub-rectangular form and typically would be no larger than 10m across.
Sometimes several may merge to form a more complicated rectilinear shape (at simplest an
‘L") and if the pits are deep enough they may form bog pools. Most pot-pits are poorly
drained, unless they occur on the fringe of a blanket mire; so their sharp edges and corners
may be heavily disguised by regrown bog vegetation.

The presence of obvious pot-pits, or any abrupt cutting features, is likely to represent
only the final phases of exploitation of peat on a site. As pot-pits are only small-scale, and
have usually been excavated downwards into the surface of the bog, they often occur within
a palimpsest of other peat cuttings [as is the case along Stanage Edge (Figs 8.5. & 8.6.)).
Such overlapping workings are to be considered, wherever a mosaic of bog and heath

communities occur around prominent peat pits. Cuttings can be indicated by abrupt changes
in the vegetation, in particular the presence of Sphagnum dominated areas.
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7:1:11. Minor invasive sub-rectangular cuttings

Small, sub-rectangular peat pits may be found excavated into the edge of blanket mires and
other bogs. In this case they will tend to be open-fronted on the down-slope side, and
therefore free-draining. These recessed cuttings are usually of similar scale to sub-
rectangular pot-pits and like them often occur in groups, and may merge to form more
irregularly shaped pits. In the Peak District, they appear to be the most recent type of peat
working, and may in some cases have been imposed on older opencast cutting faces. Good
examples can still be found in use within two of the peat grounds administrated by the
Graveship of Holme, at Isle of Skye and Harden Moss (Figs 5.15. & 5.16.). Disused examples
are widespread, but often occur along edge tops, for example west of Pasture Tor. This type
of peat cutting appears to reflect single season exploitation by individuals. In the case of the

Graveship of Holme there is annual establishment of turbary rights, and many of the pits bear
the initials of the claimants and the year of allocation.

7:1:12. Minor racket-form cuttings

Here, what was originally a minor, recessed peat working may have been expanded to form a
racket-shaped pit, with an entrance. These features, in most cases, appear to be the result of
Post-Medieval, exploitation of peat for domestic purposes, and are mainly found in the
vicinity of dispersed settiements. Examples are widespread in the Peak District, but are
perhaps most common on the Staffordshire Moors. A well-defined example of a racket-form

cutting can be seen at Moscar Top, and there is a group of these features near to the Cat
and Fiddle Inn (Staffordshire Moors). See 6:27.

7:1:13. Minor concave cuttings

In most instances, small-scale peat workings are defined by sub-rectangular or right-angled
cutting faces. However, the limit of extraction is sometimes marked by a concave recess.
Usually peat is cut in straight lines, aiding division of turbary. Where concave cuttings oceur,
there may be a more relaxed, piece-meal approach to peat cutting, which may have
developed as the peat resource became economically less valuable. In the Peak District, this

type of feature is rare and generally associated with the construction of grouse butts (see
7:1:5).

7:1:14. Amorphous minor peat-getting features

In some unimproved upland areas, where there are no obvious peat deposits, concentrations
of shallow but abrupt recesses may be found in the ground surface. These typically have a
right-angled form and appear to indicate widespread ‘day-pitting’ (single visit exploitation) of
shallow blanket peat or peaty turf. Often these features are found on slopes where natural
drainage facilitates the drying out of any fragmented organic layer; leading to the

development of acid grassland, which in overview disguises the presence of any remaining
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peat. Close examination may reveal the presence of patches of bog vegetation surviving on
peat remnants. A significant palimpsest of these small scale workings can be seen on
Cowms Moor in the Woodlands Valley.

7:1:15. Miscellaneous small-scale workings

Job-specific turf cuts

In areas where there has been a cessation of industrial and domestic use of peat, there may
have been later intermittent, small-scale exploitation of the resource. Such job-specific
cutting has been related to land-use and mainly connected with the building of temporary
structures close to the sites of extraction. Whatever the purposes, the workings left behind
are generally patch-like, one turve deep, and sometimes just a few turves in width; they are
typically sub-rectangular in plan, have rather sharp edges, and show prominent right-angled
corners. In upland areas, such as the Peak District, where grouse shooting butts have often
been made of peat or turf, features of this type are of frequent occurrence (see Fig. 7.20.).

Butt construction pits

Some turve-made grouse shooting butts have been located on mineral soil surfaces,
exposed within circular peat pits, cut into the edge of blanket mires. The pits have diameters
of about 10m-15m and show abrupt cut faces of up to 0.5m depth. The butts have been set
centrally within the pits and have been constructed out of the excavated peat (Fig. 7.1.). In
the Upper Derwent, there are lines of these features on Rowlee Pasture, and on Howden
Dean top (SK188923 to 192923). At other sites, for instance along Black Dike, butts have
been located in recesses excavated into previously cut peat banks (Fig. 7.6.).

Recent roadside robbings

Although commoner’s peat cutting rights have largely expired in the Peak District, there
remained until recently a belief within elements of the indigenous population that the peat
resource was, by unwritten right, there to be exploited. About forty years ago it was not
uncommon to see members of the Sheffield public gathering small loads of peat from nearby
moors; apparently unhindered. At that time such practice was taken as the norm; today, with
the general populace better informed, it still goes on but is carried out surreptitiously. This
type of activity generally involved digging a few shovels full of loose peat from an eroding
road side peat bank for use in the garden. However, occasionally the peat was cut into
turves, stored in suburban garden sheds, and then used on the household fire (Clarkson
pers. comm.) These roadside ‘robbings’ are difficult to recognise in the field because they
usually affected already eroding bog edges. One of the most popular sites was Upper
Burbage Bridge (SK 262831), where the modern ‘robbings’ were imposed on earlier cuttings.
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Mors pits

Sometimes flooded peat workings have been exploited for the organic sludge that collects at
the bottom. This was dredged out, left to dry on the bog surface and then cut into “bricks’ for
fuel (Stephens 1851). This mors appears to have been most valuable when it incorporated
the highly humified and very combustible, basal peat of the bog. Even if dredging disturbed
the mineral soil, and this mixed with the sludge, the mors could still be used (provided that
there was sufficient organic content). There are a number of pit-features within Peak District
mires which could have been used for this purpose. These are more sub-circular than normal
for water-filled peat pits, have softer margins, appear deeper, and may penetrate the mineral
soil. They occur in a variety of widely scattered locations, sometimes in association with
groups of peat pits, e.g. on Stanage Edge.

Watering holes

There are a few isolated pits located on the highest parts of the Peak District plateau which
penetrate through the blanket peat well into the underlying mineral soil. At least some of
these features appear to have been excavated as watering holes associated with sheep
walks. A notable example occurs on Alport Moor (6:80); this feature has a variety of minor

cutting features imposed upon the surrounding peat banks, including a de-turfed trench
edge.

Bog-hollow extractions

Minor topogenous bogs such as those located behind periglacial landslips and rock clutters
in clough bottom appear to have been extensively peat cut and because of their accessibility
and relatively small size often totally removed. However, because many were probably
exploited immediately after settlement, there may have been re-formation of peat. Tiny
lynchet-like steps may highlight the margin of the former bogs after removal of the deeper
central peat deposits; while in a few sites minor baulks are still visible in hollows where peat
re-formation has not overwhelmed them. Both of these types of feature can be seen within

the Cowms Moor slip zone (6:44. Fig. 6.7.), while another good example of a bog-hollow
extraction occurs at a site in the Westend Valley (6:69. Fig. 7.19.).

7:2. TYPES OF PEAT TRACK

Along side the cutting banks and vegetation changes the most important field evidence of
peat cutting are the trackways used to access the workings (Figs 7.9.-7.12.). Indeed,
trackways of some form are always found if significant peat cutting has occurred:; whereas

there are not always peat cutting faces or vegetational differences. Furthermore, these tracks
are the best indicators of the extent of overcutting. Their distribution is usually best

determined from aerial photographs; where they may be prominent even under very coarse
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Fig. 7.9. Access hollow-ways spreading. onto the large sub rectangular Hey Edge (East) peat cutting, Longdendale Fig. 7.11. Part of the main ‘peat-gate’ between the village of Hope and its turbary on Crookstone Out Moor
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Fig. 7.10. Braided access hollow-ways on Upper Moor, Edale (the locations of Figs 7.15. & 7.16.are arrowed 1. & 2 )

Fig. 7.12. Extensively braided through-route into the Edale Valley (an adjacent r

acket-form peat cutting is arrowed)



vegetation such as leggy heather (Calluna vulgaris). By contrast, cutting faces will only show
on aerial photographs if they cast a shadow.

Trackways associated with peat cutting vary considerably both in form and extent.
They may be indistinct single features, related to minor, piece-meal workings; deep braided
hollow-ways connected with long-standing turbaries; or walled lanes (called ‘gates’) which
may have been multi-function moorland access-tracks or through-routes. They may have
been used as footpaths, packhorse trails, sledways or wheeltracks; or combinations of these
through time. Braided hollow-ways incorporating ‘hanging’ branches are common around the
larger peat workings. These indicate long-term usage of the track and may link directly to
other peat cutting archaeology such as loading platforms and stacking areas. Most peat
cutting trackways change character along their lengths, because of localised differences in
topography and usage. These changes may involve, for instance, braiding, degree of cutting
of hollowed sections, enclosure of the track, or the presence of associated archaeological
features such as loading platforms. If the peat cutters lived in settlements some distance from

the workings, there would typically be three distinct elements to their peat-ways. These are
described below.

7:2:1. Access-tracks

Typically, steep tracks linked the peat cutting settlements with the hill top turbaries, and now
often signal the position of overcut areas (Fig. 7.9.). They are particularly characteristic
because they often lead directly upslope from valley bottom settlements, but appear to serve
no obvious purpose in the contemporary landscape; ‘going nowhere' on the moors above.
Similar tracks may have accessed quarries, or grazing areas; but when examined closely,
those connected specifically with peat cutting, are usually found to branch into other less
distinct trackways which terminate on the higher ground, often at loading platforms and
stacking areas (see 7:2:2.). In common with any unmetalled tracks located on slopes, they
are typically found as hollow-ways where they run directly upslope, as terraces where they
trace the line of contour, or hollowed terraces when they cross the slope diagonally. They
often take a zigzag course down steep slopes. This made climbing the hills less arduous and
helped to control the descent of the heavily loaded carts and sleds.

Access-tracks are often found to be as sharply defined by their characteristic
colonising vegetation, as by their form. Whilst the adjacent slopes may be covered by a
dominant growth of mat grass (Nardus stricta), the tracks themselves may support abundant

dwarf-shrubs, notably of bilberry (Vaccinium myrtilus) and bell heather (Erica cinerea). See
10:3:1.

7:2:2. Cutting/ service-tracks

These are the trackways which serviced the overcut areas, leading to the peat cutting faces,
loading ramps, and stacking areas. They characteristically spread outwards from the top of
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the access-tracks (7:2:1.), and are usually comprised of shallow hollow-ways, but in some
situations deep wheel-ruts. If they are hollow-ways, the branches often get progressively
shallower as they spread up the moor, but may be locally quite deeply incised. This is
particularly so where they run up to loading features. Abandoned arms of these tracks are
frequently found ‘hanging’, adjacent to deeper branches, of later usage. Hollow-form, service-
trackways are found on most overcut moors in the Peak District, with a particularly well-
defined group occuring on Lockerbrook Heights (Fig 7.3.). Those made up of wheel ruts are

rarer, but can be very extensive, for example on Crookstone Hill, and around Kinder
Reservoir.

7:2:3. Infrastructural-routeways

Whenever turbaries are related to nucleated settlement, they are likely to have a series of
trackways linking them with different parts of the settlement or other settlements in the area.
These tracks may connect with, and have become part of, a wider infrastructure of
routeways. These may incorporate walled tracks, tumpikes and modern roads (Fig. 5.6.).
The main elements of these infrastructural-routeways are described below.

Direct-access routes (‘gates’)

A majority of the large peat cuttings in the South Pennines associated with nucleated
settlements, particularly those on the Western Moors of the Peak District, are linked to them
by well-defined, usually rather direct, trackways (Fig. 7.11.). These tracks may be surfaced
with hard-core, and are often bordered on either side by drystone walls. The walls, surfacing,
and also the direct alignment of these tracks, are in many cases a product of the enclosure
acts. Traces of braided hollow-ways can often be seen bordering them. This type of
relationship can be seen very clearly at Black Moor (Fig. 1.6.). Many of these direct-access
routes may be named on maps, either as lanes, roads or gates. The term ‘gate’ is commonly
applied to such features, particularly on the north eastern fringe of the Peak District; it is

derived from Old Norse (Rich 1995), suggesting that these tracks have ancient origins (see
glossary).

Through-routes

Sometimes direct-access routes have had a multi-functional usage, and may pass directly
through peat cutting areas. These may be, for instance, packhorse routes of considerable
antiquity, or tumnpike roads overlying older tracks. Their association with the transport of peat
is shown when access and service-trackways merge with them downslope of peat cutting
areas. Good examples of this type of through-route, are provided by the various packhorse

routes linking the Edale Valley and Castleton, with Hayfield, Chapel-en-le-Frith, and other
settlements on the western fringe of the Peak District (Fig. 7.12.).
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Connecting-routes

There are other trackways which link the gates and through-routes. These usually run with
the line of contour, around watersheds (Fig. 5.6.). While in most cases these connecting-
routes are still little-used trackways, there are some metalled roads, which appear to have
developed from them. The origin and development of these lanes is generally less clear than
that of the ‘gates’ and roads, because they run with the line of contour, which reduces the
chances of remnants of hollow-ways surviving along their alignment. Some may not be
directly related to the peat cutting industry, but could have developed after enclosure. In
some cases they trace the boundary between intake-land and rough grazing; bridging the top
ends of moorland access-tracks (Fig. 5.6.). Whatever their origins, because of their
topographical location and relationship to peat cutting tracks, they are likely in the main to
trace the lower limit of deep peat workings.

One example of this type of track which shows significant evidence of direct peat
cutting origins runs between Hayfield and Tideswell. This is part of a packhorse track joining
these two settlements (Dodd & Dodd 1980), which between South Head (SK 062846) and the
western end of Rushup Edge (SK 092825) traces the line of contour below extensively
overcut moorland (Fig. 5.6.). Several walled, access-trackways run up to this section of the
lane; at least two of which overlay spreading hollow-ways. Indeed, the lane appears to run
through the interface between several major access-tracks and service-tracks. Most
significantly, at the top of one of the access-trackways (SK 065843), where remnants of
service routes fan out onto the moor above, there are also to the west side, other vestiges of
hollow-ways, which run adjacent to the connecting lane and themselves give rise to
branching service-trackways (Fig. 5.6.). These relationships provide evidence that at least
some connecting-routes were contemporary with phases of peat cutting. They may have
developed when a number of scattered settlements used the same turbary, to allow common
movement around the base of the cut over area. They may alternatively, or in addition, have

facilitated transport and trade of peat products and other goods between more widely located
sites of habitation.

7:3. TYPES OF BAULK

There are a variety of raised, peat formed, features on areas of overcut moorland. These are
usually found to be either, the remains of turf stacking lines, thin sections of uncut peat which
divided different workings, or blocks of unexploited peat. If peat cutting grounds were used

by a number of individuals or settlements, then they would usually be sub-divided into distinct
allotments. Over time these might become demarcated by baulks of uncut peat. Alternatively,
if cutting was carried out in waterlogged conditions, uncut baulks allowed access between
flooded workings. Uncut blocks of peat may be baulks in formation, or simply an artefact of
piece-meal exploitation. Formal baulks appear to have been shaped in a way which
minimises the non-use of the peat resource, and so are typically narrow, linear features.
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Baulks may have abrupt edges and show right-angled changes in alignment. When the
breadth to height ratio of a baulk is about two to one, or less, then the whole of the feature is
likely to have been eroded to some extent; so that they resemble made-up earthen banks.
Broader baulks, with a breadth to height ratio exceeding two to one, are generally defined by
typical peat cutting faces and have flat tops. When baulks occur isolated on well drained
overcut moorland ridges the peat within them will have shrunk considerably and become dry,
encouraging colonisation by Nardus stricta or Vaccinium myrtilus.

7:3:1. Parallel baulks within open-cast cuttings

Here steps occurring along the peat cutting face, can be linked to low linear features running
away perpendicularly across the overcut ground (Figs 5.7.-5.9. & 5.12.). These may be peaty
banks, occasionally terraces (e.g. at Black Moor), or rarely very eroded banks of peat and
stone (notably at Saddleworth Moor). These features are baulks which delineated
subdivisions within the turbary; they may have had a purely boundary function on some sites,
but could also have been used as peat stacking lines (7:5.). When stony in nature, they may
relate to lines of clearance. At their down-slope ends, they often run into arms of braided
hollow-ways (clearly seen on aerial photographs of Black Moor). Two of the largest open-cast
peat workings occurring in the Peak District contain these features; namely those on
Crookstone Out Moor and Peaknaze Moor. In the Peak District, parallel baulks are a
common phenomenon of the majority of the larger peat cuttings, occurring down the western
fringe. The Crookstone Out Moor turbary is a notable exception to this trend.

7:3:2. Minor baulks between sub-rectangular cuttings

Nearly all large, upland turbaries contain at least indistinct baulks. Most of these will be
minor features separating individual peat pits. If there has been almost complete overcutting,
then they may have become degraded and be very small-scale. In cuttings where there has
been general removal of the peat down to mineral soil, they will usually be much lower then
any preserved peat bank demarcating a limit of extraction. They may, through shrinkage, be
even lower than a single turve depth.

Minor baulks are most often seen where there has been peat pitting on the surface of
ill-drained topogenous bogs. In this type of location, as noted earlier, the baulk may have
served both as a boundary between individual workings and as a walkway. It is suggested
that as a result of the peat cutters’ tendencies to dig numerous pits in such situations, and
because of on-going problems with flooding, relatively more baulks were formed and
retained. After the abandonment of the pits, the water-logged conditions, retarded the drying
out and subsequent crumbling of any uncut peat, with the result that the minor details and
abrupt edges of these baulks are usually well-preserved. However, they may in some
locations be disguised by peat re-formation and redeveloped bog vegetation; although
frequently the distribution of Sphagnum helps to define them. Many minor baulks occur
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amongst the peat pits located along the top of Stanage Edge and on several cut over ridges
in the Upper Derwent Valley, notably Ox Hey and Fagney Clough, South (Fig. 3.1.). Well-
defined examples can be seen on Derwent Edge and on Cowms Moor.

7:3:3. Boundary baulks

In addition to the minor baulks which delineate individual holdings within areas of peat
cutting, other more substantial features may divide adjacent turbaries. When the overcutting
has remaved more or less all available peat, these baulks may be narrow bank-like features
only visible in the field. However, when the peat resource has not been fully exhausted, they
can occur as broad blocks of uncut peat prominent on aerial photographs (Fig. 5.12.). This
type of baulk typically occurs on upland ridges which have long-standing, nucleated
settiements located either side. Such ridges are likely to have been cut by both communities,
after mutual division of the moor. If this type of situation is suspected, but there are no
obvious peat cutting banks; there should still be well-defined access hollow-ways running up
the ridge from each settlement and spreading out onto the moor either side of an indistinct
dividing baulk (e.g. on Peat Moor, Fig. 5.5.). However, several exceptionally clear examples

of this type of peat cutting have been identified in the Peak District; for instance at Turf Pits
and on Marsden Moor (Figs 5.8. & 6.12.).

7:3:4. Miscellaneous baulk-like features

Any extensive peat working is likely to contain a number of raised peat features which are not
genuine baulks. Some are related to stacking activity (see 7:5.); but a proportion are likely to
be simply uncut sections of peat, isolated by piece-meal peat cutting. These features are
often highlighted by angular vegetation patterns (Figs 7.13. & 7.14.) Many such remnants
have probably been removed by secondary peat cutting, but where piece-meal exploitation
took place on extensive blanket mires, the abundance of the resource may have encouraged
their preservation. Even though most uncut blocks of peat are relatively small in area (up to
¢.10m across), and often lower than any associated intact bog surface, some can be

substantial (¢.100m or more in length). Varied assemblages of this type of peat remnant
occur, for instance, on Derwent Edge and on Ox Hey (Fig. 7.14.).

7:4. TYPES OF LOADING FEATURE

Certain minor earthworks found on or below areas of peat cutting have been used for the
loading of peat after cutting and drying. These usually have the appearance of tiny platforms
and are typically found in association with service-trackways. On occasion, they appear to
rise slightly proud of the surrounding land surface, suggesting that they are built up features.
However, especially in the case of the bypassed-type (7:4:4.), this may be an illusion, due to
the abrupt cutting of the adjacent tracks. In fact, most of these loading features seem to have
been created by the isolation and subsequent usage of small portions of the original land
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Fig.7.13. Vegetation patternmg on a cut-over ridge, by Broad Clough, on the western flank of Kinder Scout. Although
the cut-over ground is dominated by Nardus, there are also extensive dark patches of dwarf-shrub signallin.g the '

presence of minor baulks or traces of uncut peat. Some of the neares i
diagnostic of piece-meal peat pitting. t patches clearly show the right-angled forms

Fig. 7.14. Vegetation patterning at the limit of over-cutti
-cutting on the Ox Hey ridge, in i
coloured Nardus patches, denote areas where the mineral soil has beenyreagchéd ttt::z E;)fer‘::;t \c/:\?vlfr)fl sImhetJ'ght
y -shrub on minor

baulks and cutting edges, and in the background, the b
_ . , ] rowner ion i i
Again, the right-angled forms indicate that piece-meal peat pﬁig‘igznolcsclggra:; Eriophorum dominated blanket mire.



surface between branches of service-tracks (perhaps originally for stacking). The most
distinct loading features, are associated with at least one blind-endfng service-track branch,
which abuitts its downslope bank. Carts, sleds or pack horses were presumably backed up
the service-trackways to the base of the platform, and then loaded from above by hand.
Since turves were most likely brought onto the platform surface by foot, then there would be
little wear. By comparison, the track below, would be subject to the erosive effects of the
repeated movements of heavily-laden carts and/ or horses.

7:4:1. Single-access station

in this instance there is often little or no evidence of a loading platform; simply a blind-ended
service-track arm. Usage of the arm for loading purposes is implied by its incised nature and
abrupt end. The majority of peat loading features found in upland contexts are of this type.
They are common on the larger areas of overcut moorland, and can be expected wherever
service-tracks spread out across the peat cutting. If a peat cutting extends upslope a
significant distance, then groups of these loading features may be found at various levels;
thus marking stages in the development of the turbary. A notable example of this
phenomenon occurs on Crookstone Out Moor. Here, single access stations can be found
progressing up-slope for at least a kilometre. Other extensive groups of these features have

been observed in mid-Wales. Occasionally, single-access stations have clearly defined
platforms (Fig. 7.15.).

7:4:2. Multi-access platform

Sometimes, larger and more obvious platform-like loading features are found, which have
several blind-ending service-tracks abutting them. Several good examples have been located
in the Peak District. One at the base of Upper Moor, has four abutting service-tracks and
others which bypass it on either side (Fig. 7.16.). A similar feature occurs on the northern

flanks of Win Hill. The Upper Moor platform is particularly well-defined because it has been
colonised by bilberry (Vaccinium mytrtilus).

7:4:3. Bypassed-platform

Occasionally the loops of braided access hollow-ways enclose relatively pronounced loading
platforms, formed from fragments of the original land surface. Usually, there is an indistinct
branch track leading onto the platform from the upslope side and another, more incised,
blind-ending arm, abutting the abrupt lower bank. The hollow-ways which bypass any
individual platform, may themselves form blind-ending trackways to similar features located
up or down slope. Groups of these features thus formed are often located on the slopes
below cut over areas; suggesting that they may have also been used for drying the cut turves

(see 7:5.). Several well-defined groups of these bypassed-platforms have been identified in
the Peak District; one example occurs on the slopes below Turf Pits (Figs 7.17. & 7.18.).
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Fig. 7.15. Two identical photographs of a minor peat stacking platform on the flank of Upper Moor, Edale (see Fig

7.10.). The lower copy has been interpreted to show the characteristics of the f

eature and its relationship to the adjacent
access track.



Fig. 7.16. Two identical photographs of a ‘multi-access
The lower copy has been interpreted to show the chara
access tracks

platform’ at the bottom of Upper Moor, Edale (
cteristics of the feature and its relationship to th

see figure 7.10.)
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Fig. 7.17. A ‘bypassed platform’, near ‘Turf Pits', on the Western Moors, viewed from the lower access track. The
‘loading bank' and surface of the feature is highlighted by Vaccinium myrtillus.

Fig. 7.18. The same ‘bypassed platform’ seen on Figure 7.17, but viewed from the upslope side



7:5. TYPES OF STACKING FEATURE

Turf stacks are a common sight on active peat cuttings; the stacking helps to maintain order
on the overcut area as well as facilitating the drying and therefore lightening of the turves
prior to their removal. Cut turves can be stacked on level ground on the overcut ground or on
the uncut bog surface, but the most efficient drying sites are likely to have both good
drainage and ventilation. Drainage might be facilitated by digging grips and ventilation by
locating stacks in an exposed positions, while both drainage and ventilation could be
achieved by building raised surfaces for the purpose (Fig. 7.19.), particularly on sloping
ground.

Purpose-built, stacking features are sometimes prominent on overcut landscapes,
but even if the cut peat was placed directly on the flat ground, there is likely to be some
visible evidence. This may be either as a result of the accumulation of dust and fragments
from the drying turves, or sometimes because the stacks themselves have been abandoned
(Fig. 7.20.). This evidence includes atypical patches of vegetation and slightly raised peaty
features, sometimes organised in alignments and other regular patterns. Several of the
stacking features described below are frequent on overcut areas (7:5:1.- 7:5:4. incl.); the

others are rare and possibly in some cases unique to individual locations (7:5:5.- 7:5:10.
incl.).

7:5:1. Vegetation patches

Distinct sub-rectangular or sub-circular patches of vegetation are often seen on areas of
overcut mooriand (Fig. 7.13.). Typically these are relatively dark in appearance and have a
high dwarf shrub component, notably of crowberry (Empetrum nigrum) and heather (Calluna
vulgaris), which stands out from the surrounding, generally lighter mat grass (Nardus stricta)
and purple moor grass (Molinia caerulea). Sometimes, sub-rectangular patches may signal
the presence of uncut peat vestiges (Fig. 7.14.). Others may indicate the position of former
peat stacks (Fig. 7.20.). The difference between these two types of feature may not be
immediately obvious, but those associated with stacking can be identified from the regular
alignment of individual patches, by the presence of angular turve remnants within the patch
(Fig. 7.20.), or by the lack of stratigraphy within any peat deposit present.

7:5:2. Recognisable turf piles

Sometimes, indistinct low mounds with unusually irregular and tussocky surfaces occur on
overcut moorlands. In some cases, these may be remnants of uncut peat, affected by past
erosion, but others are the remains of abandoned turf stacks. Positive identification of this
type of feature is often difficult, but this can be achieved in some cases if turves are found

preserved on the ground surface (Fig.7.22.). These may superficially resemble grass

tussocks, buton close inspection retain an angular or sub-rectangular appearance, and feel
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Fig.7.19. A ring-shaped wall (three metres diameter and up to 0.5m high) located by the River Westend, in the Upper
Derwent, which may be the base of a peat drying platform. It could have supported a platform made from wood lintels

onto which turves were placed to dry. The boggy ground beyond and immediately to the left of the feature appears to
have been cut-over, but there has been subsequent reformation of peat.

Fig. 7.20. The remains of a turf pile on Derwent Moor, highlighted by its lumpiness and colonisation by Vaccinium
myrtillus. There is a blind-ending service track leading up to the feature from below (arrowed), where there is a low
bank; this indicates that the turf-pile was built on a platform. Recently the feature has been re-cut to repair grouse
shooting butts; this has exposed sandy peat, showing that some of the original turves came from near the mineral soil



hard under-foot. They may also be highlighted by distinct vegetation growing on their
surfaces (Fig. 7.20.).

7:5:3. Linear baulks

The linear baulks which divide some upland peat cuttings, were probably often used for
stacking purposes along with their boundary function. It would have been logical to utilise
any available ‘dead ground’ for this purpose, and in the case of strip holdings in particular, to
maintain direct movement between the peat cutting face, and the access-trackways. Such
activity would non the less have required an agreement between the individual peat cutters,
as to which side of each strip to use for this purpose. Linear stacking of turves is still
practised in some of the remaining peat cutting areas of Britain and Ireland (Fig. 1.10.).

The use of linear baulks in the Peak District for peat stacking purposes was probably
widespread. It is evidenced by the alignment of access-trackways with linear terraces and
baulks, and by the presence of stony linear baulks. Stacking turves on stony baulks would
have aided their drying by raising them above the waterlogged surface; additionally the
baulks would have provided a dry walkway, and served to enhance the linear divisions of the
turbary. The baulks would likely have been purpose-built from stone cleared off the peat
cutting areas. Clear alignments of baulks with access-trackways occur on Black Moor; whilst
prominent stony baulks are present on Saddleworth Moor. The linear baulks on Saddleworth

Moor have been laid bare by erosion, revealing a stone content. At other sites they are peat
covered and fully vegetated, so their composition is uncertain.

7:5:4. Embanked platforms

As noted earlier, many loading features with access-trackways may also have been used for
stacking purposes (7:4). Any well-ventilated and drained examples on slopes, or those close
to peat cuttings would logically have been used for this purpose. Those located some
distance from prominent peat cutting faces, could have been used for stacking turves
obtained from now exhausted deposits. The would be particularly well-positioned for the final
drying of turves, and so may have been used as staging-posts, on route to the settlements.

7:5:5. Linear terraces

At Black Moor near Glossop (Fig. 1.6.), the linear divisions of part of the overcut area are
terraces, rather than raised banks of peat or stone. These terraces run along the line of
contour and have been formed in response to the topography; they would have provided a
level surface for stacking cut turves. They are broad enough to have accommodated linear

stacks of cut peat, while also allowing adjacent parallel movement from the cutting face to the
access-trackways.
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7:5:6. Drained platforms

On overcut moorland to the west of Rhyader in mid-Wales, a prominent line of sub-circular

levelled surfaces, with enclosing drainage grips, was found. The grouping of these features
suggests that they had a peat stacking function. Rectangular ‘turf steeds’ comprising a low

mound with surrounding trench, were used for drying and stacking peat on Bodmin Moor
(Stanier 1996).

7:5:7. Walled structure

An isolated, low, drystone, ring-shaped wall was located by the River Westend (Fig. 7.19.).
This feature may be the base of a peat drying platform (Bevan pers. comm.). It is
approximately three metres diameter, up to 0.5m high, and appears to be nearly complete,
with insufficient tumble to have disguised any possible entrances. It may have supported a

platform made from wood lintels onto which turves were placed to dry. There is a small peat
cutting immediately to the north side of the feature (6:69.).

7:5:8. Low caim

Another isolated feature, a low cairn, located on Ox Hey, may also have been used as a peat
drying platform. This cairn is approximately three metres in diameter, 0.5m high, relatively flat
topped, and is composed of unconsolidated slabs of shaley sandstone. It occurs on an
extensively overcut area of moorland, at the top of a major sledway (SK 163945). Where it
would have been ideally positioned for stacking cut peat for final drying, prior to transport off-
site. Although the feature resembles a clearance caimn, the fact that it occurs singly, argues
against that origin. Indeed, the occurrence of a small outcrop of similar rock on the nearby
clough edge suggests that it may have been constructed out of quarried stone.

7:5:9. Bays

Two, small, open-fronted, embanked enclosures located on Lockerbrook Heights may have
been used for peat stacking (see Fig. 7.3.). These features, which are of sub-circular form,
have been recessed into a shallow slope. They are accessed by several distinct tracks on
the downslope side, but enclose other tracks which suggest a complicated usage and
through movements. They may have had a variety of functions related to peat cutting;
including as a site for temporary dwelling, or as pound for the storage of tools, carts, barrows

or sleds. Indistinct hollows at the back of the upper recess indicate that there has been some
later exploratory stone delving.

7:5:10. Turning bays

There are a small group of sub-circular recesses, located within braided access sledways on
Peat Moor, may have been used for peat stacking. These features ocecur within flat bottomed
hollow-ways, on gradually sloping mooriand, and comprise localised broadening-out of the
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