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Abstract

Thisthesisexploresthe physiological idea of animal spiritsrelation to nerves,
sex, and reproductian the culture okensibility. That physiologkeld the sex organs of
both females and males to be exceptionally sensitive parts of the body that profoundly
affected indi vi dualSexval semsations, iddsites, volitionsandca nd mi nds .
behaviour depended upon animal spirits and nevegental concern in this perception of
thebody and mind was the conflict betwemtionality from the intellectual will and sexual
feelings from the genitalid-he idea that the body and mind interacted through animal spirits
becamanfluential inGeorgian culure through anatomical and medical writings, teachings,
and visual displaydyut also through its resonancditerature about sensibility.

This research predominantly draws upon material and print cultures of medicine,
anatomy, and literature from 164080. The analysis highlights the roles of gender,
markets, literary modes, scientific practices, visual demonstrations, medical vocations, and
broader social and political discoursesamception®f the body and mind in relation to sex
and reproductionUltimately, this study fleshes out the sensible and sexual ddgh
cultural and literary historians have frequently referredmnoemphasizshow the organs of

generation commanded particular attention and exercised special influence.
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Introduction

It was a fine still evening in the latter end of the month of &1&ye
crimson window curtains (which were of the same colour as those of the

bed) were drawn clodethe sun was setting and reflected through them so

warm a tint into the faifille de chambré&s facéd | t houghtdtlehe bl ushod

idea of it made me blush mys&lfve were quite alone; and that super
induced a second blush before the first could get off.

There is a sort of a pleasing half guilty blush, where the blood is
more in fault than the mé@né $ sent impetuous from the heart, and virtue
flies after iB not to call it back, but to make the sensation of it more
delicioustothenervésdét i s ad&8soci at ed.

I n the above excefillpdechanbor ii cnk | amad etl ye cifnavierr s e

words but with a characteristically eighteerg@ntury gestu@ blushing? Laurence

St e rAnSeriireental Journey through France and 1{dly68) is a collection of such
episodes wherein Yorick has affectionate and seemingly polite exchanges underscored by
physiological responseshich usually betray tacit sexual feelings and meaniifjse flush

of blood on their faces parallel unseen flushes under petticoatsithittbritches.Yorick is

a man of sensibility; and, as literary schdk#orge Haggerty obseiydi The bl ood t hat

flows through the arteries of fine f'eling c

But there is something more at play in these sensible, sexual bodies than just blood. As
Yori ckb6s epi s odeeveshalfgetyam specificallyindgrvéssfilled vaitenimal
spirits.

This dissertatiomxploreshe role ofanimal spirits ireighteentkcentury
understandings afex and reproduction. | argue tlirathe culture of sensibility, physiology
of nerves, andnedicaldiscussion®f generationdeas abouanimal spiritsexplaineda
powerfulmutual influence between the mind and body (or brain and ginifgct, he
culture of sensibility and eighteentientury sexuality cannot be understood without first

understanding the ways which genitalia and the mind affected each otSexual

! Laurence Sterndy Sentimental Journey through France and ItiyThe Florida Edition

of the Works of Laurence Stermel. Melvyn New and W. G. Day (Gainesville: University

Press of Florida, 2002rig. 1768]), 6: 121.

? See John MullerSentiment and Sociability: The Language of Feeling in the Eighteenth
Century(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1988), 158. Mullen has similaskerved the

i mportance of Yorickés conversation through
®See Martin Battestin, ASterne ASentmemgialt he Phi
Journey BighteenthCentury Fiction7, no. 1 (1994), 1F r ank Br ady, ATristr
Sexuality, Mo al i t y, a nEighteethCentuly Stlidied, yo,1 ¢1970): 456.

* George HaggertyMen in Love: Masculinity and Sexuality in the Eighteenth Cerfiuey

York: Columbia University Press, 1999), 84.
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pleasue, pain, desires, and passiovere seen as instancing t@mmon, yeprofoundly
influential, communications between the mind and geniRilgsiological ideas about spirits
movingbetweerthe brain and groin, eliciting effects in both, respontddoroadequestiors
aboutvolition.” What causes sexual behaviours, especially when those behaviours go against
better judgemendr good reasonJasSternequeried bodily physiologyfimore in fault

than the mad, othereiarsimmaterial mindhplicated?Central to these questions about
volition were concerns about sexwealpability, individual freedom, and human nature.
Investigations into sex and reproduction, then cajlergerationresponded to these
questions and concerns. Hoverg the genital and cerebdalhe physical and mental
involved in such processes as arousal, madéegl ejaculation, orgasm, conception,
gestation, and birthRighteenthcenturymedicalauthors concluded thhoth the mind and
organs of generation weirvolved inthese processeBut this dual involvement of the
mind and sexual organs hinged upon the unique propertieswds and animal spirits

relay sensations, desires, movements, and special geaeratigrial Knowing how aimal
spiritsworked then,is essential for explaining the connected eighteestiituryideas about
sex, reproduction, and sensibility.

The history of spirits, generation, and sensibility involves both the medical and the
literary, calling to question their relationship during the eighteenth century. The idea that
there was @rofound mutual influencbetweerthe brain and groin gainédcreasing
significanceor Areg eamamceo cul tur al hi sottsidedfan Dr or Wahr |
medical discussionsecause othe mid-eighteentkcenturyrise of sensibility particularly
the literature of sensibilityIn the 1730s literary authors began incorporatiagze and sex
physiologes into depictions of sensible individualhioseauthorsalsoraised similar
guestiondor medical writershow did the genitalia, sexuality, angeneration affeatational
though® Discussions about pathology, therapy, sexual crime, morality, and social behaviour
frequently referred to ideas abautimal spirits New medical enquiries sought to explore
and expand on how animal spirits workedhasensible and sexual bodigst preoccupied
readers and writers of sentimental literatiet medicatliterary exchangedid not only

occur in writing. Thes exchanges occurredthin anatomicaldlemonstrationamnedical

St ephen Gaukroger haendwgge £iné d gthh &tn mefndr tmii ke
sensibility was fAwhat wunder | i EneColfapseofcogni ti ve | i
Mechanism and the Rise of Sensibility: Science and the Shaping of Modernity,76680

Oxt ord: Oxford University Press, 2010), 393. He
of mid-eighteenth century thought is the way in which questions of cognition, morality, and

civic responsibility come to be grounded in sens
°Dr or Wahr man, fAChange an-éndEighteen@emtysyo r e a | in Seve
Gender History: Or , C a n Génhdel andiHistoil0,tbi3st ory Be Ri go
(2008): 584602.fIResonance, 0 according to Wahrman, 1is the

influence by its extent of dissemination.
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practicessocialdiscussionsand eroticultures This dissertation, therefore, examinbese
points of exchange, wherein ideas about generation and animal spirits wdopeidyve
shared, and disseminatgadyticularly between medical and literary culturBiserefore, gach
sources derive largely from print culture, especialdicalworks, sensibilitynovels erotic
writings, and, to a lesser extent, legal accoutdgigerel diaries, periodicalsandpolitical
tracts. These written records are supplemented by mateadalisuakrtefacts primarily
from anatomical and medical culturdsit also artisticThe following six sections in this
chapter introduce majdvistoricaltopicsand historiographical themes that contextualize this
dissertation, includingeneration, nerves, sensibility, sensible genitals, sex and gender, and
genresThe penultimate section of this chapter introducestirsequenthapters
Generation

Investigations and discussions about generatftem directly queriethe nature of
how thebody and mindnteracted Althoughroughly equivalent to the modern sense of sex
and reproductiorthemeaningof generationn early modern British medicine, society, and
culture has no neat historical equivalénta moment of humour, the Dutch natural
philosopher Jan Swammerddt371680)hintedtowardsits meaningat that
timeefi Generation i s the He gMamndlblisgeasdiiagwathate, and
the beginning of lifd birthd resultsfrorgener ati on, puberty makes p
Gerer ati on, 0 an & sperdealing withthe can$equknices ef gamearation,
which was ofterthe rearing othildren® Unlike modern discussions abaexand
reproduction, generatian the long eighteenth centumgcessarilynvolved both the mind
and body; relating thems if separate entitiebutin a constant and powerfdlaloguemade
through animal spiritdvledical and nommedical thinkers in thiate seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries frequentBised questionabout human willsensations, and actions
within the subjecbf generation.

Generation was and is a slippery and mutable idea, yet it was actoamd
important medical topic in early modern sciences andBirtsdly defined, gneratiorwas
the begetting of individual living thingsvhether done sexually, asexually, or
spontaneously This processonstituteda fundamental part daturereflece d Go d 6 s
creative quality, represented natbstrength andallowed forhereditary monarchyand, as
Swammerdam suggested, it was a perennial feature of early modefifexpansive

term applied taverything fronthe microscopico thecosmt. It was a key theme in

"Jan Swammerdarkphemeri Vita, Or, The Natural History and Anatomy of the
Ephemeron, a Fly that Lives But Five Houwéritten Originally in LowDutch, trans.
Edward Tyson (London: Henry Faithorne and John Kerse3/4)160.

8 Ibid., 40.
iGenerationod also referred to the creation
however, this usage borrows rather than broa
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theologicaldiscourseGodwas the generative source, and one of his first commands was to
fiBe fruitf &fInspatitic tenms,géneratiancompasseimheritanceseed
creation:' arousal, copulation, conception, gestatioegpancy, birth, lactatiomnd all
body partssubstancesand conditiongnvolved those event$.From the midseventeenth
century ongeneratiorwas arecognizedubjectof medial and anatomical researand
numerous revisions in the science of generatiere ushered irChristianrhetoric was
coupled withhorticultural metaphors in early modern discussions of generation. Seed, soill,
fruit, and growthhadphysiological meaningScholastideachingrepreserded seedas
inherently progenitivesown by malesccording to Aristotelian teachimy bothsexes
according to GaleniclThe womb was soail, in which the fr&itor unborn child was watered
and fed by maternal blood and, after birth, mikt in the era thahis dissertation explores,
thetraditionalvocabulary became outmoded and eventually relegated to less erudite texts,
such as domestic medical advice manuaklgead, written descriptions of generation
i ncorporated ter mi nochyndgyy 0 a 8 éeonpntatiosandi pl es fr om i
perfection Queries about the involvementaflivine and eternaloul inconception became
|l ess common. But concerns about the effects gene
minds were regularly cited.

The guestions podeabout generation, sexuality, and the body/mind relationship
occurred in connection to groups, discussions, and practices specific to eightdntk
Britain. As scholars have shown, idestout generation influencegveraliterary works,
although meh remains to be said abdbeir wider social and cultural influendsotions,
theories, and researches into generaggpecially concerning nerves and animal spirits,
oftenemergedut of exchangebetweendifferentkinds of medical and nemedical
discussionsVocational changes, particularly in the early and-gighteenth century, and
developments in print, display, and material cultures brought generation to the fore of
medical and public discours&uthors, practitionersand healers of various kinds vied for
medical authority over generation, and often by using new rhetoric and vocaladaes
like fertility, birth, body forms, reproductive disorders, and sexual diseases made generation

a significant and lucrative spatty in medicine Many who were highlyearnedand

1% Genesis 1.28, KJV. Variations of this command occurredraetimes in Genesis.

X A process akin to gametogenesis.

“Ni kol ai Detlef Falck gave a corpuscular descriop
is very extensive in itself; since every corporeal being has its existence by that act: And
which again onéime or other, according to the prescribed period, degenerates; or, in other
words, (which is the same theory in fact) created and anihilated: but not in the sense of
something to nothing, or nothing to something; but the act of transposing corpusotes, fro
one corporeal being, into another: For whilst we reason as naturalists, we must have a
something for our foundation, and give up all chimerical nothings, for the benefit of{abour
innvain metaphysi cs.ATrebtisekoo theaVienerbat Rish € @éndoa: | ¢ k
B. Law, 1772), 51.
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formally trained in medicingook anactiveinterest inandstatedpublic opinions about
issues concerning reproduction and sexudfitgm its establishment in the 1660% Royal
Society regularly disgssed topics related to generatibaring the course of the eighteenth
century, obstetricecreasinglybecame the prerogative of maridwives and physicians
rather than traditional female midwives. These vocational charagaelecthe
introduction ofnewtheories and discussions concerning sex organs ancheehanical
technologies, such as forceps, crotchets, and syringelsstetricapractices->

Many ideas about generation and animal spirits were shared among Western
European medical and sciditt circles; howeverBritain was uniquébecause of thimng
and fervent adherence toimal spirit theories and the influence of sensibilifgt many
major European centres like Bologna, Padugden, AmsterdanParis,and London housed
anatomical research, which revolutionizetlerstandings ajenerationUsing human and
animal bodies, in private and public, anatomists carefully dissected, prepared, and examined
substances, tissues, and organs relating to genetatiBritain, William Harvey (1578
1657) pioneered anatomical investigations into generatisdacques Roger illustratefdr
an early modern physiciao pursugesearch ito the life sciences was break away from
the conventionalnterests andctivitiesof their vocatio.** But throughout the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuriesnatomical researchmpirical experimentation, and public
demonstratiotbecame more prominent and valued in medicine

Esteem, often coupled with economic advantage, among intellectual, medical, and
anatomical circles drove research into generafiamedical display culture emerged that
often featuredhe organs of generati@sobjectsof observationexperimentand
discussionThe anatomical preparation and display of genital organseyed a special and
personaksteento collectorswithin medical and lay circles from the 1660s until 1#780s.
Medical investigators made numeralisservations, theories, and debatesluding
epigenesist and preformationist embryological accgiritslowing the introduction of

13 For an examination of mechanistic theory in eighteegtitury generation debates, see
Shirley RoeMatter, Life, and Generation: Eighteer@entury Embryology and the Haller
Wolff Debatg Cambridge: Cambridge UniversiBress, 1981),-20. For the rise of man
midwifery and mechanical instruments, $e8. L. Loudon,Medical Care and the General
Practitioner, 17501850(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1986),-89; Adrian Wilson,The

Making of ManMidwifery: Childbirth inEngland 16661770(London: University College
Press, 1995) ; Lisa Forman Cody, fiThe Politic
Alternative Public Sphere to the Public Spectacle of Mdand wi fEightegnthGentury
Studies32, no. 4 (1999): 47495.

4 JacqueRoger,The Life Sciences in Eighteer@entury French Thoughed. Keith

Benson, trans. Robert Ellrich (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1992), 1

'*1n epigenesis, constitueparts of the fetus emerge from a primordial substance made of
seed andupplied by the womb until a human form is completed. In preformationism, a
homunculus (a microscopic fully human form) exists in the seed but only grows after male
and female parental contributions are combined. See Clara®inteia,The Ovary of Eve:
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microscopy technologies and techniques, especially in the late seventeenth and early
eighteenth centurie$hroughout the eighteenth centurgwimedicalnamesdescriptions,
and forms of visual representatisre e pe d i nt o t h.kngpavel illustatiorss awar enes s
of assemblages of dissected genitalia, a technique exemplified by figlise®i0.2, were
visual representatiarof the organs of generatioBuch images, as several historians have
emphasized, had wide significance among the medical anrthadital These body parts
were the typical set of reproductive organs: uterus, ovaries, vagina, clitoris, vulva, penis,
testicles, prostate, seminiferousigtes, and bladdérwhat today is called the
genitourinary tract® Under academic and public scrutiny, genitals came to embody new
meaningsSignificantly, these visual displagnd new meanings referredgbysiological
ideas that coupled sexuality andnsgbility. The organs of generatiavereportrayed as the
most sensitivgartsof the ody with direct nervous connections to the mind. From the late
seventeenth until the late eighteenth century, generation could not be discussed in detail
without mentionof animal spiritsThis association of generation with the same nervous
physiology underlying sensibility ishat the dissertation explores.
Nerves
In the eighteenth centuryerves provided the backbone of sensibility and the face
of sentimentalityBut, serious investigations into nerve anatomy and physiology began in
the mid to late seventeenth century. These investigatimre significant because they
raised the profile of animal spirits as the intermediate between body and mind, and as a
centralpl ayer in generation. As John Sutton suggest s
spiritsinseventeentb e nt ury physi ol"ind664TFhomas\illis | anati on. 0
publishedCerebri Anatomga treatise examinintpe brain and nervous systefhat work
included a schematic of the nesin the bodysimilar to thefirst of the four Evelyn

anatomical tables, created by Giovanni Leoni do

Egg and Sperm and Preformati¢@hicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997) for a fuller

discussion of, and a biographical examination of the leading figures involved in,

seventeenthand eighteenticentury epigenesis and preformati@eeMatthew CobbThe

Egg & Sperm Race: the Seventee@#ntury Scientists Who Unravelled the Secrets of Sex,

Life and Growth(London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 200fr a general survey of the topic.

' The breasts, although not included in figure 4, were also considered areagans of

generationLikewise, this dissertation does not give breasts their due consideration. For a

fuller examination of breasts in eighteeismtury discussions of generation, see Ruth

Perry, fAColonizing the Bré¢anthCentSexyaEnglyaaddo Mat
Journal of the History of Sexualig no. 2 (1991): 20234; Toni BowersThe Politics of

Motherhood : British Writing and Culture, 168(¥60(Cambridge; New York: Cambridge

Uni versity Press, 1996) ;: THe Paliticsaof LAatationin i Mot her s an
Medical Consultation Letters Addressed to Sarfuelg u st e The Sexretsaf 0 i n

Generation: Reproduction in the Long Eighteenth Centedg. Raymond Stephanson and

Darren Wagner (Toronto: University of Toronto Presshimrming).

7 John SuttonPhilosophy and Memory Traces: Descartes to Connectiof@ambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 1998), 44.
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the 1640s and presented to the Royal Society in 468%till viewable todayThat Evelyn
table is dull-body nervous systedry mountecon a wooden board (fi@.3), a display
remarkably similato the illustration of spinal nerves that Christopher Wren had done for
Wi | dtreasis#™® The rise otheanatomical exploration andsual representation diis
neural networlpermeang the bodyand connedng to the brairparallelecthe renewed
attention toanimal spiritsCrucially, the circulatory modgbropoundedy Harvey was
readily applied to the nerves and animirits. Therefore, people perceived animal spiits
and consequently sense, sexuality, and reprodudctiena system or economy of fluid$he
historian of reproduction Angus McLaren claimed that spermatic economies were
characteristic of nineteenttentury physiolgies'® However, late seventeenthnd
eighteentkcentury medical writers described how losing sperm meant draining animal
spirits, which debilitated mind and bodihe supply, deficit, production, andonsumption
of nervous juices wrecentral to eighteehtcentury perceptions of generation.

There are several figures whose endeavours or writings came to represent important
facets in the intellectual development of nerve anatomy and physiology, and which
individuals are referred to throughout this theBigglish anatomists such as Willid 621
1675) James Drak€l667%1707) William Cowper (166€1709),and Thomas Gibsofi64#
1722)publishedtextsadornedwith illustrations of nerves. Notablédpsicians and surgeons
like George Cheynfl671:-1743) Alexander Monrgrimus(16971767), andDavid Hartley
(17051757)expanded on medical and physiologieatvefunctions. On the continent,
physicians and natural philosophers, suctsbgand van Diemerbroeck (160874),
Thomas Bartholin (16:6680),Nicolas Malebranch€16381715) Antoni van
Leeuwenhoek (1632723), andHerman Boerhaavd 6681738),introducedmajorideas
relating tonervesanimal spirits and generatiarAs the historian of science Thomas
Broman suggest s, i Me dat diffarImarkedlyefrom whatiwas béingn don d
t aught eIHsweveh ieLorelondhaletails andmplicationsof nerve and
generatiortheories existed in different medical, literary, and social contexts, with the
greatest difference being how those theqpiasicipated irthe culture of sensibility

There were several importamtdges that allowedhedical/anatomicatieas about
nerves to enter the construction of the culture of sensiliitye ofthese was a student of
Wi | dini Oxférd, John Lock¢16321704) In 1689, Lockegublished an influential

8 That table is now displayed with the three other Evelyn tablé afunterian Museum,

London.

9 Angus McLaren, introdetion tolmpotency: A Cultural HistoryChicago: University of

Chicago Press, 200Ryi.

®Thomas Broman, @ Th eTheMamdbridgaHistor$ of Saenamleds , 0 i n
AEi ghCeebhuhy Science, 0 ed. Roy PoPress,r ( Cambr
2003), 4: 465.
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philosophical examination aensatiorand thoughtAn Essay Concerning Human
Understandingwhich described mental operations in physiological téfancy,
association, imagination, sensad sympathy were readily explicated in terms of animal
spirits and nerves. Although many individuals strained their eyes and endlessly fiddled with
experiments attempting discover how nerves workdittle was definitively proven.
Unlike blood vesselghe internal structure of nerves could not be seen by the naked eye or
assisted bynicroscope, nerves were not readily injected or inflated peostactions of
nerves could not be observedvivo. Therefore, multiple theoriegbout nervesvere
proposedhroughout the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, with animal spirits being
the mostacceptednd influentialunderstanding
A continuation and blend of Cartesian body meatsfiiiVesaliantype anatomical
inquiry, and Harveian physiolodyate seventeenthand early eighteentbenturymedical
aut hors descri bed an nénesandaaiimal spictsidgiogthg 06 i nvol vi ng
mind/bodygap Indeed, iterary historian GeorgRousseau emphasgzhe significance of
this jump from earlier humoraheories to tts nenephysioloy, deemi ng it fAa quantu
| e &*hisihew nere physiolog progressively lwkeaway fromolder, conventional
notions about humors, passions, and vapdamnd in AristotelianGaleric, and
Hippocratic traditiong® Although the paradigms of humors and temperaments continued to
be used throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, this dissertation examines

specifically the physiology of animal spirits and nervous sensibility as it gained influence in

21 John LockeAn Essay Concerning Humane Understandimmndon: printed for Tho.

Basset and sold be Edw. Mory, 1690 [circ. 1689])
physiological discussions, sé=orge Rousseail,S c i e n c Biscaverglof theh e

| maginati on i n HighteegHCenrny Studie§E mogll (1960)11,1.0

Rousseau argued that the efforts of fDescartes,
significantly, Lockedo effectivedy | ed to a momen
physi ol ogi dah SugonPhilosehy amdiMemoyy158.For a discussion of
Lockeds medical i deas a CdlappedfrMedhanisi&23.i ons, s
Gaukroger al so has commented on Mthdnmend,r anc he
and body. Ibid., 439. For the wide influence of late seventesitury natural philosophy

and medi ci Essayber PeteoWaknsldy,o ¢ kEeséyand the Rhetoric of
SciencdCranbury: Associated University Presses, 2003). For theeimte of late

seventeenlt ent ury natural philosophy and medicine on
Roger s, AThe 1 nt el | e &dsayalTheambtidgenGpmpamodto Ai ms of t
LockKieEssay Concerning Human Un83Camhridge:di ng, 0 ed.
Cambridge University Press, 2007)-24.

?See Sergio Moravia, fAFrom Homme Machine to Homn
Century Model s Joarhal oMtberHéstory df loed9,enq. D (1978): 450.

“EmilyBooth,iA SubMy et andous Machine: o The Medical Wo
Charleton (16191707)(Dordrecht: Springer, 2005), 186.

“George Rousseau, ATemperament and the Long Shad
Ce nt By, Midd and Medicine: Essays in Eighteeantury Neurosience(New

York: Springer, 2007), 360.

®This progression paralleled |iteratureds Anci en
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medicineandwas essential to the rubric #nsibility.Within an increasingly mechanistic
view of bodies in anatomy and medicine, animal spirits retained profound vitalist functions
and meanings.

I have found nothing to refuf® 0 u s s mote thdt sh e r e secosdaryi study that
has [prior to 1969] surveyed eighteeste nt ury t heories of “herves o
Sincethen several scholars have attempted to delineate the history of nervous physiology,
including hollow tube, solid, hydraulic, tensile dawibration theoried’ The most incisive
work on eighteentt e nt ur y n er v e $hinking Maktey WhereilYleel t on 6 s
chronologically reviewed theories about the connection between mental effort and the
somatic body® Among these scholarly reviews/illis & basic physiological scheme for
animal spiritds recognized as decisive i The ani mal faculty depend:
spirits, distilled in the brain, and®thence
In anatomical discussiomerveshe@ameincreasinglydescribedas the nexus of the senses,
the ul, mental and physical acti@mthe eighteenth centurparticularly in relation to
sensibility*°
Sensibility

From the early eighteenth till the early nineteenth cergansibilityinspired the
arts,governedsociability, and coloured perceptionstbé body and mindt was a defining
feature of Georgian culturReaching its height between the 1740s and 1770s, sensibility
permeated social, political, personal, &rak this dissertan particularly reveafs medical
and literary perception¥.et, defining sensibility was and is problematiSensibility was a

kind of social expression and interaction, involving mental and physical sensitivity,

®Rousseau, fiScience and the Discovery,o 111.
" See Sidney Ochg History of Nerve Functions: From Animal Spirits to Molecular
MechanismgCanb r i dge: Cambri dge University Press,
the Science of Mind: PsWmerntioglHomay Scierce: Nat ur al S
EighteenthCentury Domainseds. Christopher Fox, Roy Porter, and Robert Wokler

(Berkeley: University of G#gornia Press): 18431.

?8 John Yolton Thinking Matter: Materialism in EighteerntBentury Britain(Oxford: Basil

Blackwell, 1984).

?John LockeTh o mas Wi | | i s §ead. KenndthoDewhurst @zfords 8aadord
Publications, 1980), 54. Willis wasesidered an authority on animal spirits in eighteenth
century medical di scour se. For AWEdsdyonsthies r epu
Nature and Causes of the Gout, with a few Conjectures on the Probability of itéBatie

1771), 4.

% Thomas LaqueuiViaking Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to F(€adhbridge,

MA: Harvard University Press, 1990), 204.

31 For definitions of sensibility, see G. J. BadBznfield, The Culture of Sensibility: Sex

and Society in EighteentBentury Britan (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1992),

introduction; Ann Jessie Van SakighteenthCentury Sensibility and the Novel: The

Senses in Social Contdktambridge: Cambridge University Press, 19933, T; lldiko
CsengeiSympathy, Sensibility and thadrature of Feeling in the Eighteenth Century

(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 1.
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awareness, impressions, and respoffs8sntimental narratives relied upon sensibility to
provide dramatic responsesncluding deep feelings, like empathy and repulsion, and
gestures, like tears and swoonifig. J.BarkerBenfield suggestthisii f | e xi bi | i t yo i n
defining sensibilityfollowsfromi t bei ng Asynonymous with consci ou:
and eventually identi f faHedeattriuiesohsensieilityward char act e
unified by nerve physiology, which connectischolars such as BarkBenfield, Juliet
McMaster, Rousseall Ann Jessi&/an Sant® and Elizabeth Haighiemphasizé®
However, the pecific physiolodcal ideas that informesensibilityare not yetletailed My
interest is imow medicalideasaboutnervesand generatiowere bound upvith cultural
representationabout sensibility andexuality
By the 1730s, theories, ideas, and practices of sex and generation were encoded in a
set of signature gestures, responses, and corporeal obsessions intsessititity>° Both
literati and natural philosophers constedmodelsimmediately connectingnental and
generative functions.ikce fnsibility waspremised upomerves, and since nerves provided
the most sensitivity to the genitals, moments of sensiloifign invokedsexualmeanings
In depictions of sensibilityhe organs, desires, pleasures, and processes of generation
powerfully affectedindividuals.Forsane, m | vy by Go d Gexuabinclamatienbec o u | d
overcomea human struggle exemplified by the ardent
virtuous Pamela. Nervous physiologies reinforced the idea that generation was beyond
human control, as the sex orgavere endowed with an exquisite sensitivity and
autonomous power that ext eThdtaeme boatipuedfdbmt he wi | | 6s

discussions Willis and Locke had made concerning the rational mind, organs of generation,

¥The involvement of both mind and body is appare
definition of sensibility: Al. Qulhdefinimpss of sens
terms related to either sense or sensibility, Johnson seemingly struggled to distinguish the

mi nd and the body, often designating a term beloc
JohnsonA Dictionary of the English Languagéd.ondon, 1755)s . v . i Sensesis bl e. 0

most synonymous with perception; yet, sensibility more precisely signifies a degree of

awareness and was the more commonly used term.

¥cf. Van Santédés distinction that sensibility was
as®ciatedi wi t h t he mi n eestablisiipd rotioe that sersibilitywngolvéd both

mind and body. Sentiment is also not a complement to sensibility; rather, it is a result of

having sensibility. Van SanEighteenthCentury Sensibility4.

% BarkerBenfield, introduction tcCulture of Sensibility

®Rousseau, fATemperament and the Long Shadow. 0
% van SantEighteenthCentury Sensibility
Elizabeth Haigh, #AVitalism, the Soul, and Sensi

B o r d &ournabof the Higiry of Medicine and Allied Scienc8s, no. 1 (1976): 3@1.

¥ There is debate as to the extent of influence that medical and physiological discussions

had on the culture of sensibilitRastamdf . Far amer z
Present207,no. 1 (May 2010): 8a.79;Br o ma n , iMedi cal Sciences, 0 4: £
¥Csengei has call-ednghage ohet @apanpatyg,mghs and sw
Sensibility 2.
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andanimal spirits. Consider hothe levelling evening sun light, tinted by the crimson
curtains, then reflected on tlike de chambré s f ace har ksOpticksc k t o New:
(1704) . Moreover, by closing thenesfhiene with
favour i t Essy*Indeedrkaay8exual scenarios in sensibility literatimeoked
themes from science and medicine

As literature of sensibility grew in the méighteenth century, so dahawareness
that people enacted and ressdual and reproductive conditions througlanner anéffect
As Juliet McMasterargge r eader s of sensibility |literatu
connection, and took seriously the "usiness
fine example othis kind of reading within a novel of sensibility occurs in Oliver
Go | ds mhetvicad af Wakefieldvhen a slight sexual meaning acciddigtenters polite
c o nv er Fhastwascaid: withdut the least design, however it excited a blush, which she
strove to cover by an affected laugh, assuring him, that she scarce took any notice of what he
said to her; but that she believed he might once have been a very fine gentleman. The
readiness with which she undertook to vindicate herself, and her blushiegsyagrtoms |
did not internally approve; but | represt my suspiciofigicute observation and
interpretatiod the reliance on senses to kribyaralleled empiricisnm anatomy and
medicine Medical topics likephysiognomyp ar t i cul ar |l y eobbedmptdbi fy #fre
understand mind$iowever, those who read, or sensed in some wese also affected
mentally and physicallyThe connection between sensibility and the sex organs consolidated
anxietiesabout sensibility being sexually indecestich anxietiesel to the condemnation
of novel reading as a perverting activity for both males and females. As Hartley wrote:
iYoung Persons hear and read numberl ess Thin
human Life, which carry nervous Influences of the plestsderkind (be they Vibrations, or
any other species of Mo t*Theoresonbumanigener@ongans o
sex organs, animal spirits, and nerves were inextricably bound with representations of

sexuality and sensibility in sentimental, #cpand satiric literature.

40 As BarkerBenfield postulatg the ideas of Locke and Isaac Newton were essential to the
construction of sensibilitySee BarkeBenfield, Culture of Sensibility3, 4. Northrop Frye

also emphasized the influence of Locke and Newton on the Augustan literary imagination.
Northrop FryefiVar i et i es-Ceht BEi g h SEghteenthCentury Studies

24, no. 2 (199@1), 160.

1 Juliet McMaster, introduction tReading the Body in the Eighteer@lentury Novel

(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 1988).

2 Oliver Goldsmith,The Vicarof Wakefield Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999 [orig.

1766]), 3233.

3 David Hartley,Observations on Man, His Frame, His Duty, and His Expectations

(London: Samuel Ri chardson, 1749) , 240. Cliwv
wascitedasacausef f emal e sexual @Englisb Fiotiom ofshe 0 Cl i ve F
Eighteenth Century, 1760789(London: Longman, 1987), 20.

21



Sensibilityinfluentially aidedboth the rise and fall dhe animal spirits doctrine.
Culturally significantand much discussddi t er at u r dristramBlandgade r ne 6 s
pointed and detailed remarks about animal sgntsgenerationwhich, although quite
complex remarks, appear to have been positively received and understood by a wide
audience. As Tristram declares on the opening pa
animal spirits, as how they are transfusedifrof at her t 8'Mangheardo&c. &c. 0
animal spirits and their reproductive raely throughsuch cultural reference¥vhat iterary
scholarFrank Brady suggesteboutTristram Shangd thatt he fisent i ment al and se;
component®f sensibility arénextricabléd also rang true for sentimental novels
generally’®® Forliterature of sensibilitynerves bounthe sentimental and sexual
componentsogether. However, as medical understandings of nerves changed at the end of
the eighteenth century, so toadhe connection between sensibility and sexuality in
literature.
Sensible Genitals
An assumption maintained throughout late seventeantt eighteenticentury
discussions about generation was that the genitalia of women and men could exert
significant nfluence on their minds because those organs were innately nervous, sensitive,
desirous, and even saliilled. Therefore, the notion of sensible genitals, as thought of
within eighteentkcentury nerve physiology and the culture of sensibility, needs to be
considered in order to recognize how sexuality resulted from a mind/body dynamic. While
most historians of eighteentientury sexuality recagze the significance of nervefsw
offer more than a cursory comment about the crucial role nerves pptagerual and
reproductive physiologyFor example, in his history of masturbation, Thomas Laqueur
suggests that fAnerves and nervous fluids were at
century masturbation pathologi®@ ut he fails tol egptaltecobhesd dphny
further. WherWillisi di scover edo s pitmaekticlesteshowedthaat t ached t o
human genitalid bothmaleand femalé had an immediate connectitmthebrain and
mind.*’ This genitalmental connection prompted new conjectutasia sexual pleasure and
pain; mental participation in fertility, arousal, c@ption, and gestation; and htive organs
of generatioraffectedemotian, imagination, and memory. Although confined to nerves, the
domain of generation expandedthinto thehigher faculties anthroughthe sensible body.
Crucially, generative activities became the greatest drain on the nervous system, disrupting
the sensible body and debi |l i OlservatogsoffMare r at i onal

*4 Sterne;Tristram Shandy1.

“Brady, ATristram Shandy, 6 53.

**Thomas LaqueusSolitary Sex: A Cultural History of Masturbati¢New York: Zone

Books, 2003), 204.

““See chapter one for a fuller discussion of Wil
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(1749) designatedtheag ans of generation as fAendued witdHl
t han t he “SenkiklityinEha sex ssgans made them influential and variable
constituents of the bod$trong feelings derived from these parts, but so too did malignant
disorckers. Sensitivity in the organs of generation was so heightened as to pose as an
alternative nervous centre to the brdiasticles, penisesyombs, and vaginas were
perceivedasselfwilled. And although this has to date been little analyzedyes and
animal spirits featured prominently in discussions about sexgahspehavious, thoughts
and, ultimately, volition

Animal spirits allowed atwavay i nf |l uence b eldramandgmoinan i ndi
Upon receiving aexualsensation, aninhapirits were transported to the brain and,
depending on the intensity of the sensation, could gently relay the slightest awareness to the
mind, elicit the fancy, overcome all reason,
According to William S mi Dis$eidason on the Nervéd768), animal spirits were an
immaterial substance thedmmunicated with both an immaterial soul dimelmaterial body
through nerves, causing both voluntary and involuntary actidRe veal i ngl y, Smi tt
exampé of involuntary actions caused by animal spirits is a male erélfldre organs of
generation were the prime example of such movements: excited by the animal spirits, yet
beyond the individual 6s wi || and xomansr ol . As
were both the likeliest to receive sensation @méspond in an autonomous fashion.
Understandably, this relationship between animal spirits and the organs of generation
elicitedconcern, as the culpability for sexual actions was cast into aimbigut, automatic
sexual responses also raised questions about public decorum, the origin of sexual infirmities,
and the nature of the mind.

Arousal was not the onipvoluntary action of animal spirithatinvolvedthe brain
and genitalsHuman conception was understood as originating with the soul in the mind,
thencarried to the genitalia via animal spirits, dimally perfectedollowing sexual
intercourse. Each aspect of generation, including pleasure, pain, emotion, conception,
gesttion, birth, and all sorts of disorders, were intimately bound to the actions and qualities
of animal spirits. These physiological precepts were encoded into terminology used in
anatomical descriptions these organs: nervous coats (testicles), nervodie® (penis
cavernosa and clitoral bodi€$yervous membranes (glans penis and glans clitoridis), and
nervous nets (wombRs sensible and impressionable parts, organs of generation signified

sexual and reproductive experiences or tendencies, usualyhreagh size and shape. A

8 Hartley, Observations239.

*9See William SmithDi ssert at i o n(Landon: WhGawen\N68) s é

*%pid., 98.

Wi Il liam Cockbur n-spalnige d utsh 8m dii MesrThe Vi | | i am
Symptoms, Nature, Cause, and Cure of a Gonorrflogadon, 1713), 12.
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large clitoris indicated a lascivious womarsteaightor narrowvagina belonged to a virgin
maid.Sexual experienc&asalso read through polite physiological ggss. In
Ri ¢ har ds o rPanskla hevgigarSir Jadolnser e t hat Pamel a was a fAMai
Lad3®cause she had t he®Genitalvariationsfverekindofi r gi n Rose.
physiognomic sign. Aargepenislikely belonged to a slowvitted fellow. Yet, as
reproductive bodies revealed the mind, so too didartimel implicate the reproductive body.
Mental $rocks for exampledetrimentally affectd the qualities of seed, genitals, and
foetusesThis concepthatmental experiences transtdthrough nerves into reproductive
manifestationsvas atthe centre dlary Tof t 6 s iml1Zdghofthadbeenr t h s
surprised by a rabbit in her garden, began craving rabbit, which then caused her to engender
and birth a litte?* These crossovetmtweergenital anatomy and mental attribufeowed
from the supposition tlhiahe mind, sex, and generation were intimately connected.
SexDifference and GenderPolitics
How sex difference wasnderstood within sensibility and generatioma igrimary
guestion in current historiography and this dissertafionvhat extent wresex differences
determined by the structure and function of nerves, genitalia, or brdiith medics
examined and describ@@Was gender explained by the same physiological ideas about
animal spirits and nerves that sensibility built up®h@se questionsften drove or coloured
discussions on generation, nerves, and sensibilitgre has been substantial and innovative
scholarship on eighteentientury sex and gender in the last few decades; howregr,
Porterdéds observat i on thebeaual livitsthoughts and féelinrgssof d ence abo
Europeans in 1650, 1750, and 1850°Schelarsai ns pat het
have established tleghteentitenturyasa period of dramatic and interrelated change in
culture,gender, sex, and meaitie>® Foucault postulated a move to medicalize sexuality in
the eighteenth century whereas Laquanaposedhateighteentkcenturyreproductive
anatomyevidencedhe development of two incommensuragéxesMore recently,

Faramerz Dabhoiwala carefultietails an eighteentitentury sexual revolution derived from

*2 Samuel Richardso®amela: Or, Virtue Rewarded. In a Series of Familiar Letters from a
Beautiful YoungDams el t o her Parents: and Afterwards, in
E()Ia_ondon: printed for S. Richardson and sold by C. Rivington and J. Osborn, 1741), 3: 314.

Ibid., 315.
** The history of Mary Toft and the idea of maternal impressions is discussed further in
chapter four. According the narrative Dfistram Shandya mental shock to his father
during coitus is the cause of Tristrambds odditi e
®“Roy Porter, fAThe Liter at urSexuabknowsdys Gexal Advi ce be
Science: Thélistory of Attitudes to Sexuality eds. Roy Porter and Mikul 8¢
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), 151.
%6 SeeMichel FoucaultThe History of Sexualifyd vols. (London: Penguin, 1992 [orig.
1976, 1984, 1984]).aqueur Making Sex
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cultural, social, legal, and political influencE®ab hoi wal aés descri pti on
heterogeneous but relatively liberal discussion about sexual topics from the late seventeenth
until the late eigteenth century in Britain corroborates with the attitudes | encountered in
physiological and medical discussions. Yet, in considering Georgian medical and scientific
di scour se, Dab hoi WaKing Ser®@Heshift foma oneskxaaatveou r 6 s
sex modetlthat Laqueur describdthssince beemevised or outright refutebly several
scholars? His argumenbf pronounced sexual distinction in medicine and culisiret
supportedy the physiology generally maintained in the eighteenth centlRather,
according to understandings of the body and mind basedampmal spirits and sensibility
males and females shared a physiology that made their sexualities similar and even
interchangeablel heir reproductive body parts, although depictedaasg different
macroscopic anatomical structurbad the same microscopic and nervous qualities, which
gave them similar functions. Those feelings, desires, experiences, and pathologies that
related to the genitals and mind were shared by the.dexaghteenthcentury learned
discussions, females and masbsired the same physiological system that linked genitalia to
the mind, butiffered by degreesf nervous or mental sensitivitRifferences in sexuality
between males and females heavily depended affwr social factors, especially class.
Descriptions ofinimalspirits and sensibilitgpoke tadistinctionsin gender, sex,

class, and race. But the profound sex distinction Laquesaribed emergindid not exist in

" Faramerz Dabhoiwaldhe Origins of Sex: A History of the First Sexual Revolution

(London: Allen Lane, 2012). For a critique o
that suggests an increasing sexual liberation and sophistication through thecehein

period, see Tim Hitchcoclgnglish Sexualities, 1760800( New Yor k: St . Mar t i
1997), 4.

*8 DabhoiwalaOrigins of Sex1434.

%9 See Joan CaddeMeanings of Sex Difference in the Middle Ages: Medicine, Science, and

Culture (Cambridge: Camiidge University Press, 2003), 3; Lorraine Daston and Katharine

Par k, AThe Her maphrodite and the Orders of N
Fran@G®lo no. 4 (1995), 420; Winfried Schlein
the OneS e x M drdnaissanoe Quarterh3, no. 1 (2000): 180 1 ; Mi chael Stol b
Woman Down to Her Bones: The Anatomy of Sexual Difference in the Sixteenth and Early
Sevent eent Bis9C am 2 (A003):24 ,99 Wendy D. Churchil I,
Practice ofhe Sexed Body: Women, Men, and Disease in Britaioa 16001 7 4 Social

History of Medicin€el8, no. 1 (2005):-22.

®'n particul ar, L aspuneedicaldnsdeltbécanee a snodel of awb sexes o n e
during the eighteenth century neither acceudat major categorical distinctions made in

most medical and anatomical texts regarding male and female generation before, during, and
after the eighteenth century n-daypetdspeetiseslL aqueu
in reproductive biology conceing the morphological analogy between male and female sex

organs, which is essentially the same as hissexemodel. Problematically, his own modern
interpretation of historic anatomical images directs his arguments. For a discussion of some
problems irhow Laqueur historicized his argument of a pervasivesaxemodel, see

Jonathan Sawdayhe Body Emblazoned: Dissection and the Human Body in Renaissance

Culture (London: Routledge, 1995), 21131.

25



the dominanteighteentkcenturymedical and culturgderspective. Scholarship on
anatomical display suggests that the emphatic visual proof of morphological differences
between the sexes began in the late eighteenth century, rather than in the early modern
period, as Laqueur describ®dn medical discussions soregperiences wereonstrued as
specificto one sex. For instancaggnancy, childbirthmenstruation, and greensickness
weretypically specific to femaleHowever, there was a remarkable amount of slippage
between the sexes@vin these distinctly female experiences. Male forms of pregnancy,
childbirth, menstruation, and greensickness also existed in eightasritiry medical and
literary discourses. Masculine and feminine attributes, such as robust and vulnerable
respectivey, were not stably connected to either sex: men through sexual or mental
experience could be enfeebled or women could become hardened. Other kinds of categories
besides sex and gender were just as pronoubetidate and refined feelings, qualities, and
responses were fashionable and prestigi@lsgated to the moneyed and socially mobile
Those classedesired finely tuned sensibility, one which perceived the emotions,
experiences, and thoughts of oneself and other peSiglaificantly, there was longgnding
debate and disagreement abgemder descriptions in the culture of sensibility. Which sex
was more lascivious? Which sex was more sensible? Even in the case of the traditionally
male attribute of reason, female individuals were often depictedasaapable, rational,
and controlled.

The eighteenth century was not simply a period of transition from Renaissance to
Victorian gender identitieas many historical accounts suggéssteadthe period from the
1730s until 1770s haal stable angredominant view on sexuality and gentelearned
discussions. This viewlacal males and females as sexual equivaleitts similar bodies
and mindsFor example, both sexes experienced lustful desires emanating from the genitals
and both sexes couédther overcome those lewd inclinations with reason or succumb to
them and pursue sexual pleasure. Nerves and animal spirits operating between the mind and
groin worked the same for both sexisither didthese medical and literary discussions
suggest dgg innate sexualities and sex differencas Wahrman claiméd For all the
social and cultural distinctions between men and women, such as clothes, education, work,

and recreation, their sexual physiologies and patholegesoften the samelhis claim

®1 See LudmillaJordanovaNature Displayed: Gender, Scismand Medicine 1760820

(London: Longman, 1999p ar t i cul arly her essay fAGender, Gener
Hunt er 8 s Ob sAtl estor isceael LAotnldaas .Soc hi ebi nger, AThe Ana
Race and Sex in Eighteerthe nt u r y ERbteeethiCentury Studie&3, no. 4 (1990):

387-405.

%2 Dror WahrmanThe Making of the Modern Self: Identity and Culture in Eighteenth

Century EnglandNew Haven: Yale University Press, 2006).
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about similarity between the sexes in termsa{ual physiologys evidenced in both
eighteentkcentury medical and literary discoufée.

To accurately depict eighteentkntury perceptions about sex and gentthés,
dissertation examirsdemaleandmale reproductive bodigés proportion to their
representatiomt h at miecussiansd dh generation and nervtistorical studies on
gender politicsn eighteentkcentury medicine has tendeddastfemale bodiesisthe focal
subject with dispropationally little attentionpaidto male reproductivergans Among
cultural historiesboutearly moderrgenerationthe history of midwifery has proven the
most prolific topic>* Historians, such as Helen Kifigind Mary Fisselt® have incisively
read gender constructions and attitudes from obstetrical and midwiferabekgactices
As well, there are aeverahistories recounting thehanging relationship bseen
traditional midwifery and maldominated practiceis the eigheenth centur§’ A similar
academic focyswherein female bodies are at the centre of critical analysis, has been
adoptedoy cultural historians of eighteentientury erotic literature and anatomical display.

Barbara Dudeff Lisa Forman Cody? Lianne McTavsh,”® Karen Harvey” Elaine

% For other studies that used both medical and literary evidence to reconstruct eighteenth

century perspectives on sex, see Angus McLd&Repyoductive Rituals: the Perception of

Fertility in England from the Sixteenth to the Nineteenth CerfiNeyv York: Methuen,

1984); Roy Porter and Marie Mulvey Roberts, eldisgerature and Medicine during the

Eighteenth Centurfl.ondon: Routledge, 1993); Porter and Teigshxual Knowledgdroy

Porter and William F. Bynum, ed$\Villiam Hunter and the EighteentbenturyMedical

World( Cambri dge: Cambridge University Press, 1
Di scovery; 0 Rousseau, ATemper ament and the L
% See Lisa Forman CodBirthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of
EighteenthCentury BritongOxford: Oxford University Press, 2005); Pam Lieske,

EighteenthCentury British Midwifery12 vols.(London: Pickering and Chatto, 2008);

Eve Keller,Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves: The Rhetoric of Reproduction in Early
Modern EnglandWashingtonUniversity of Washington Press, 2007); and Helen King,

Midwifery, Obstetrics and the Rise of Gynaecology: The Uses of a Six(amtilry
CompendiunfLondon: Ashgate, 2007).

® Helen King,The Disease of Virgins: Greesickness, Chlorosis and the Problems of
Puberty(London: Routledge, 2003Helen King,Midwifery, Obstetrics

®Mary Fissell, fAHairy Women and Naked Truths
Ari st ot | e § shheMélliar and Mary @Quoaeterlg0, no. 1 (2003): 434; Mary
Fissell,Vernacular Bodies: The Politics of Reproduction in Early Modern Engl@xford:

Oxford University Press, 2004).

®" See WilsonMaking of ManMidwifery; Monica H. GreenMa ki ng Womends Medi
Masculine: The Rise of Male Authority in Peodern GynaecologgOxford: Oxford

University Press, 2008T.hese histories of midwifery have included such topics as the

gendering of vocations, the establishment of early medical professions, the use of printed
advertisement and slander by all types of practitioners, twaig favour of technical

instruments, and the reorganization of obstetrical practices such asitg)jung} to name a

few.

% Barbara DuderDisembodying Women: Perspectives on Pregnancy and the Unborn

trans. Lee Hoinacki (Cambridge, MA.: Harvard University Press, 1993).

% Cody, Birthing a Nation
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Hobby/? Sebastian Pranghofé&tl.onda Schiebingef, Pam Lieske? Jordanova’® and
Laqueurhave written on the medical and anatomical display of female reproductive bodies
in the eighteenth century, but none have written aboutifisections and displays of male
reproductive organ$.If dissected male reproductive organs were displayed next to female
reproductive organs in anatomical atlases and museum exhibits, thelv@gtlye
historiography suggested female bodies were unygestualized, objectified, and
displayed?
Commenting on gender criticism of eighteen#mtury anatomy, Rina Knoeff
observet hat At he male organs of geneflati on are most
anatomical texts and displays male organs of generation regularly featured alongside and in
complement to female organs. Only in a few specialized obstetrical texts and settings more
typical of the latter part of the century were female reproductivensrgxclusively
presentedin this same strain s K n o e f f, Bld.aren remarsithatievemthe
ipat hbr e dlaking §ex: The Batly and Gender from the Greeks to Fneud
Thomas Laqueur aiMc Lbaute niégsn arse d hnemlbisiolywf si gni f i c a
male reproduction and sexuality, as he argued that male impotence went from a topic of
earlymodern public ribaldry to a late eighteew#ntury private medical concefhSome
current research involving interdisciplinary groups gives a mgnamic and academically

well-rounded approach to the history of reproduction; yet these groutentbto

" See Lianne McTavisIChildbirth and the Display of Authority in Early Modern France

(Alderstot: Ashgate, 2005).

“"Karen Harvey, Vi sACaliural Historygof FRryodesndandc t i o n

Moder n Medi c aJournalloflMedical Hamanitie3h, 80. 1(2010): 3B1.

“El aine Hobby, fA6Secrets of the Female Sex6: Jan
and Early Moder n Wdomal @vs f A, ot 2NED@L 20125 , O

“Sebastian Pranghofer, ®BChmaggbsngf VihEBhes Uabo6Geneér a
Secrets of Generation: Reproduction in the Long Eighteenth CeetlsyRay Stephanson

and Darren Wagner (Toronto: University of Tamm®ress, in preparation).

“Londa Schiebinger, fASkeletons in the Closet: Th
Skeleton in Eighteent@e nt ur y Repeseotatign$4pno. 4 (1986): 482.
“Pam Lieske, fADeformity ofenth@entMart e mBrailt £ieh vod s i

Secrets of Generation

’® SeeJordanovaNature Displayed

" Whereas male reproductive bodies have not been written about, their sexuality certainly
has. Like female gender studies, the history of eighteseritury male sexualityas

recently pigued academic interest. $&a Hitchcock and Michele Cohen, edgnglish
Masculinities, 166€.800(New York: Addison Wesley, 1999); Kenneth Borris and George
Rousseau, edsThe Sciences of Homosexuality in Early Modern Eufopeadon:

Rouledge, 2007).

®“Rina Knoeff, fiSex in Public. On the Spectacle o
1 7 0 Hprdme. Europaische Zeitschrift fir feministische Geschichtswissengshatf. 1
(2012), 48.

" McLaren, introduction témpotencexv.
8 McLaren,Impotence
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concentratdargely on female reproducti6hThe lack of attention to male bodies and
generative organs is a critical oversight, which is inteatlgramended in this project.
Attending equally to both male and female generation is not as much about current academic
gender politics as it is about accurate historical representation, as chapters on male
generation almost always complement chapteffemale generation in eighteerthntury
medical and anatomical treatises. The amount of time spent on how animal spirits affected
male genitalia will be shown to raise questions about the exclusive emphasis on female
bodies.

Gender politics were inextribée from the medical pursuits, anatomical
demonstrations, physiological theories, and culture of sensil3litmeearly modern
medi cal aut hors, as Roger demonstrated, skew
mal e s u PAtrtimes,thedrigs refated to seed, pleasure, desire, and venereal disease,
privileged male experiences and, at other times, ferhaeever, any kind of male
privileging did not clearly and consistently occur in generation theories. For instance,
Harvpyésl amat i on & hotdnlfresoundedin therears o later
anatomists, but also resonated with eighteestitury discussions about gended the
possibility that females had a more important role in generatiow much or what each
sex cottributed during conception, and to their progeny, was debated throughout the era.
Theoretical debates, such as between spermists and ovists, emphasize the impact that gender
and sex had on nat ur alvaripdhopihionslso pndersorestide | d e a s .
pluralitiesin eighteentkcenturyperspectives on gender that entegiadtony, physiology,
andmedidne generallyd o r d a SexwakVisionshows that gender politics also critically
influenced understandings and approaches in late eighteertity anatomy. His thesis
explores furthehowthesegenderrelated medicalheorieswere not only reflected in the
literature of sensibility, but also the many social debatesarigties about botmale and
femalesexuality

The extent of anatomicahd physiological homology between the sexes remained a
prolific and varieddebate throughout the century; howesensibility and nerve physiology
levelled sexual differences. Anatomicallyai® and female bodies were medically
categorizeds such accondg to external genitalia’et, in many eighteentbentury

di scussions this sex difference seemed super

88Such as the University of Saskatchewan symp
and Sci ence, dourmrobMedoaldHunmagtell,inm 1 (March, 2010), and

the AGeneration to Repr odanbtidgeowhithpgmady p at t h
focuses on female topics.

8 Roger,The Life Science49.

8 Wwilliam Harvey, frontispiece t&xercitationes de Generatiod@imalium(Amsterdam:

Apud Ludovicum Elzevirium, 1651).
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physiology. The earlier dichotomof hot males and cold fieales emphasized a profound
difference betweethe saes But, eighteentihcentury medics appliea similar nerve
physiology to both sexes: females and males had a siiniheconomy, the same kinds of
pleasure and pain, afille tissues in theisex organs witlanalogous function€n the other
hand, sinliar processes were expressed very differently in each sex: females released
superfluous fluid by menstruating, males by ejaculatmse bleeds, hemorrhoids, or
irregular weeping wound3 he emergence of empirical anatomy with new technologies
prompted moe detailed descriptions of male and female genitalia, which Laqueur
interpreedasevidencinga widespread reconceptualization of sex difference. Rather, the
most profound difference was descriptions ohow males and females used animal spirits,
in gereration and in thinkingMale and female genitalia exerted the same influence over
behaviour, thinking, and wellness, but to greater or lesser degrees, or with different effects
depending on their sex. These differences within a shared nerve physiolpgysameted in
the following chapters.

This thesis also explord®w gender was depicted in literature of sensibility, and
whether those depictions correlated to medical idgeesary representations of maded
femalesexualitytransformed dramaticallgue to the effects of sensibility. Barkenfield,
Van Sant, and McMasteill postulatehat sensibility was more pronounced in females and,
moreover, resulted from the influence of female writing and reading, Atwgever often
does not hold true.febasis of sensibilityas | arguewas initially formulated by male
natural philosophers, physicians, and writers as a general system of phy3ditétsy.

characters fill many of the most significant posts in the canserdibilityliterature

including sich notablesadenry Fi el dingés Joseph Andrews,

and Laurence St er n eéveraltdatdical descriptmmsyf,nensuse ma
sensibilityinvolve males of extremely sensible constitutioyist, female delicacy of

constituton was more recognidenear the close of the century imstanced byikolai

DetlefFalcki s des@Thpoughout the ani mal economy,

di sposition are more delicate and *Jloef t i
gualities of sensibility were often feminine qualitigmssionate emgat, sensitive response,
sexualpassivity, and a generally caring demeanour, which highly sensible, male characters
all exhibited.However, these qualities, as numerous examples inigsisrtation show,

were often expressed by sensible males and females alike. Thea#tfaregh animal

spirits like sensibility were common to both males and females, they acted differently in

each sex and profoulydaffected expressions of genddédnce one starts examining the

84 Falck, Venereal Disease?6.
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animal spirit economy of sensibility the perceived qualities and characteristics of men
complicate our binary models of eighteentnturygender and sexuality.
Genres
Knowing how eighteentkcentury medicine and literature atd to each othés
crucial for understanding how physiologies of nerves and sex organs became linked to the
culture of sensibilityfiThe new science6 as hi st ori an of science T
fibecame widely influential among seventeecgntury sholarsinthesec al | ed O0r epubl |
|l etters,® during the eighteenth century scie
become regulative in public discourdéHo we v e r Bromanbés account d
manynetworks and fluid exchangestiween those individuals and groups participating in
science and medicine, and those involved in literary pursuits. Literature significantly
influenced theories and practices related to nerves and generation by critically exploring and
widely disseminatinghose ideas and activitidsam also interested in discovering those
literary genres that most meaningfully engaged with medical ideas about nerves and
generation, and the manrieiwhich those specific genres did so.
Some eighteenthenturyinterdisciplinary exchanges involved personal
relationships, such as between medical practitioners and their patients. A pHilgcian
Cheyne communicated nerve physiolaggasto certain patients and friends who were
influential in literary and print dture, including Richardson and David Hunt®@onversely,
sentimeral narratives antiechniquesvere used in the emerging genre of medical case
studies®® Nerves, sex, generation, and sensibility were not specific to any single genre or
cultural medium, but wre more meaningfully engaged by certain literary fottregppears
thattheories of generation and nerves figured prominently in literature in two ways: first,
sentimental novels adopted those theories as the basis for serfSiBiitond, these
theorieswere prominent in various kinds of satiric and erotic writing that critically explored
and incorporated natural philosophical and medical discoligse connections are the
reason why this dissertation looks most closely at eightemmtury sentimentaovels and

satiric/erotic writing.

®Thomas Broman, fAThe Habermasian Public Sphe
History of Scienc86, no. 112 (1998), 123.

% The parallel development of literary and natural philosophical or medical genres signifies

deeper connections between thexgeds of writing. Frederic Holmes rightly contended that

the turn of the eighteenth century was da fo
paper as a stable genre in the scientific |Ii
Narrative in Scientit ~ Wr i t ThenLgedary iStnucture of Scientific Argument: Historical

Studiesed. Peter Dear (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1991), 164.

%See David Shuttleton, A6Pamel ads Libraryo:
6 Uni v er sHghteeGthCentudy Li@23, no. 1 (1999): 599; David Shuttleton, ed.,

The Correspondence of Samuel Richardson with George Clesmbridge: Cambridge

University Press, in press).
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Whereas lascivious writing explicitly connected reproductive theories with
sensibility, more polite texts tacitly implied sexual or reproduatreanings and events
Many kinds of literature, such as novels and sesntirat hesitated to immodestly mention
anything overtly sexual usedcognizablecueslike blushes, swoons, looks, and postures to
intimatethesexualConsi der P a mewhendhs rapacosisoMr. B put histhand in
her bosomiiwhen my Fright let me know it, | was ready to die; asdilghed, and screamé6d
and f ai n®tThede tammsand gestures communicadiryme | ads fione sensi bi |

the reader were erotic. Thisscené so t hr ows the questinbn of volitdi
think of my Danger, and the Fr devssamedmehe actual ly
from worse, and she says she did, (thod what <car

of t he S®MRetognzinghe physiological ideas present imsi#lity allows one to
pe& at the sexual meanings hiding behind the polite facades commonly found in
sentimental noveld heories of nerves, generation, and sensibility \aésepresent in tragic
poems and plays, biographies, personal letters, essaly) fine art; howeversuch forms
typically had lessignificantengagemerthan novels of sensibility and bawdy works did
with those theoriesaand simply lie beyond the scope of this projégettic literature
regularly incorporatedatural philosophymedicine, and anatontyOne distinguished
exampl e i s Memhim of & Wanaraoh Rledssimmmonly calledranny Hill
(1748), which frequently haarousing images, terminology, and themes adapted from
theories of nerves, sensation, and generaliiofact, Fanny Hill employs sensibility in such
a significant way as to readily adntiinto thatgenre although most other scholars have
not Because ofhese qualitiedranny Hillis the best example of the physiological ideas
underlying sensibilitypeingopenly exposed in a literary work. In other words, Clefasd
erotic novelpurposefully revealedll the body parts, sexual fluids, and nerve connestion
thatin polite works of sensibility lay hien which is why his text is closely analyzed
throughout this thesis
Othereighteentkcentury satiric and erotic literatua¢ésopointedly exploited
scientificand medical reproductive terminology addas Well-known lterary depictions
that pointedly criticized medical ideas and practices inclneéphysicianprojector that
experimented with appiypidgnbheBhbivSwebb6adsdogdsel an
andAbraham Johnson, who made an artificiawo mb t o prove fAa Woman may c
without Commer ce wilticmasheaQoncubitu?* Rhysblogical Hi | | & s

8 RichardsonPamela 1: 66.

¥ bid., 67.

YSee Peter WagrParaMe dfi Mead i clLaHtosBawdeduEratica ofitha

Enlightenment in England and Amerigaondon: Secker & Warburg, 1988)4%.

“LJohnHillLuci na sine Concubitu: A Letter Humbly Addr
(London: M. Cooper, 175025. SeeGear ge Rousseau, HASexual Knowl edge
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descriptions omind-genitalconnectionparalleled literary motifs wherein intellectual
creations were metaphorical brain conceptigestations, and birtié The literatiused
images of monstrous biglor miscarriagesatiricallyto disparage t h ereagvé attempts.
A sizeable historiography exists for eighhthcentury erotic literatur& of which some
such akarenHarveyd and Ported s w bawvekclosely considered the influence of natural
philosophy on erotic writingY'et, how experiments, demonstrations, and theories on
genitaliarelated tahe language and imagery of erotic texts matsbeen investigatedlVhat
does itmean that smutty narratives titillated readers using the rhetoric of natural philosophy?
Did erotic literature affect the reception or composition of certain theories on pleasure,
imagination, or generatiamoregenerdly? These erotic texts were not heldhe same
esteenor responseas medical treatises or sentimental novels, but as Peter Wagner
comments, these kinds of erotic works fdare |
other luminaries exploited them, but because people read them intiteeeity century and
because they helped for m wiEdaninipgebtiewritngopi ni on
thereforecan offer insights into hownatomicabisplaysand physiological discussions
about genitali@ntered literary circulatiorThe same sdiment holds true for satire that
made bawdy jokes using medicalanatomicaldeas anderms®®

There are several examples of eighteemthtury satires making explicit and
specific references to medical theories prattices about nerves and generatithe
standardyimmick was to tease out the sexual and obscene elements in these theories and
practices, and to parody the medics behind thgar as in erotic works, thoughtful analysis
of these satires reveals some of the responses, associationgplésatians the literati, or
even the public, had concerning what physicians, surgeons, and anatomists said about nerves
connecting the brain and the groin. These satires also show something of the complex social

status of these medical vocationsiadomigs, for instancehad mottled reputations,

Jokes, Reproducti on Te c AG@utdrabHjsios sf thalHudhanVi r gi n
Body in the Enlightenmergd. Carole Reevég®xford: Berg, 2010)53-71.

92 Raymond Stephansofihe Yard of Wit: Male Creaity and Sexuality, 1650750

(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004).

% Such as Roger Thompsadunfit for Modest Ears: A Study of Pornographic, Obscene and

Bawdy Works Written or Published in England in the Second Half of the Seventeenth
Century(London: MacMillan, 1979); WagneEros RevivegdLynn Hunt, ed.,The Invention

of Pornography: Obscenity and the Origins of Modernity, 2580Q (New York: Zone

Books, 1996); HitchcoclEgnglish Masculinities8-32; Bradford Mudge, edWhen Flesh

Becomes Word: An Anthology of Early Eightee@#ntury Libertine LiteraturéOxford:

Oxford University Press, 2004); Karen HarvBgading Sex in the Eighteenth Century:

Bodies and Gender in English Erotic Cult@ambridge: Cambridge University Press,

2005).

% \Wagner Eros Reviveg4.

% As Sawday observed about the relationship between early modern literature and anatomy,
fidi ssection and anatomi zation havwedycome to b
Emblazonedl.
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especially those who specifically researched the orghgesnerationAlthough probing
corpses, displaying genitalia, and imagining the secret workings of memarduction
became acceptéddevenprestigiousit still retained something afansgressive and indecent
behaviourEven more prone to parody were maidwives, who flagrantly trod on and over
conventionalines of decencyBut not only medicine was satirized:of its beginnings,
sentimental literaturprovokedsatire,| i k e F jthatridiculedtyerennection between
theculture of sensibilitynerve physiology, and sexualifyhiskind of satiricaltreatment
culminated irS t e r TnistramsShandywhich, like satires before it, emphasized the many
links between medical and literary ideas.

Whenanimal spiritdoegan losing credibility, thehysiologicalbasisto sensibility
fell away This wadn part due to the satirical lashiagd critical treatmersterne had given
both spirits and sensibilitfNear the close of the eighteenth century, genres dealing with
generation and nerves underwent a final upheaval. Anxieties over such discussions about sex
organs and activities led to concerns about novels of sensibility, pegeadioal tracts,
bawdy satireand erotic literatureShortly after the turn of the centuryofiessionalizing
medical and scientific vocations became increasingly polite and esot@tie-class values
relegated bawdy works to smaller and smaller audiemarekliteraryuse ofand
commentary on generation and nerves dwindled. Sensibiibyaid from physiology and
satirists no longer consideredjhteentkcenturyideas and research abgeaneratiorand
nerves as tempting preVhe discredit of animal spirits in physiologgntribued tothe
decline of the culture of sensibility shortly aftRromantic and gothic literature became
more appropriate responses for the laboratory science and clinical medicine that followed.
Chapters

The first chapter details medical understandingsnihal spirits and their role in
sexuality and reproductioand by doing so establishes in finer detail the physiological
understanding of animal spirits circulating between the brain and groin, which is referred to
throughout this workThe chronology othis physiology is also detailed more clearly and
comprehensively, and in reference to competing nerve and generation th#dligs.
Boerhaave, Walter Charleton, Thomas Bartholin, Francis Glisson, John Needham, and
Hartley are considered as especialbnificantvoices in these physiological discussions
Key attributes ofnimal spiritsare emphasized, such as their malleable and ethereal qualities
which accommodai@specific theoriesibout generatiothat had normechanistic aspects.
How the nind paricipated in generation through nerves, especialeed creatigrand
sexual sesationare introducedCrucially, xual and reproductive procésseed
perfection, arousal, ejaculation, cobuased and depleted valuable animal spirit stocks
which concepts explored further in subsequent chapterall of these sexual physiological

ideas the involvement diferary writers and artists also shown to be important
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The second chapter explomsatomical attention to the organs of generation.
Innovatiors in experimentation, both in methods and technology like microscopy of cells,
injections of vasculature, inflations of genitalia, and mountings of all sorts of body parts,
visually represented the connections of genitalia to the rest of the body andlbstec
brain. Anatomical demonstrations affirmed the animal spirit basis to generation. They also
affirmed perceptions that male and female organs of generation were mechanistic, self
willed, and vivified by animal spirits. However, the anatomical amaloe s used f or

genitals differed: males sex organs were analogized to syringes, female organs to manikins.

These mechanical models became closely associated to those organs through visual
demonstration and linguistic metaphor, in both medicalligeréry writing. Those

metaphors took on sexual meanings and cultural uses, especially in erotica and satire. This
topic reveals how applying technology to bodiaa change medical and social perceptions

of both that technology and the body.

Working with cadavers and anatomical specimens functioned as more than just
sensory proofs of anatomical relationships or physiological theories. RagHeshow,
preparing dissections and models was crucial to the vocational identities of anatomists and
naturalphilosophers. Such activiti@gere important because thegpired theories, such as
mechanical and hydraulic physiologies, that led to further discussions of materialism and
vitalism. Further, dissections, prosections, and models had a significant\pemship
and interestwhich led to the dissemination and proliferation of these generation theories
involving animal spiritsThere was, | argue, a reciprocal relationship between the culture of
sensibility and anatomical demonstrationsngtructions bsensibility were substantiated by
these anatomical displag$ nerves while the empirical practices of anatomists gained
credence from being connected to tiiture of sensibilityPart of this relationship between
anatomists and literati was tebaring ofnew and specialized rhetoric for nerve physiglog
seed theories, genital mechanics, saxlualconditions. This rhetoric included a regular set
of terms,metaphors, topics, and associatiadspted by specifiliterary genres, especially
eroticand satirical works

Thethird chapter considers sexydéasure and paind how animal spirits were
used to explain and construct these sensatiirese ideas wemdten freely discusseid
seventeenthandeighteentkcenturytexts on generation, uhivifery, anatomy, venereal
disease. Sexupleasure and pain were integral to theories of sensitivity, medical
moralizing, and basic procreative functi@onceptionusually requiregbleasureor orgasm,
and venereal disease was characterized by typesnolpgueuranalyzes pleasure in

Making Sexbut did sdoy only consideringnedical writings Pleasurevasequally as much,
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if not more, a literary and philosophical topicaasedical or scientifi¢® Using
physiological principles about animal spiri#illis and Locke discussduibw sexual
pleasure significaht impeded rational thought.show that snilar physiological
discussions arose relating to Epicureanism, libertinism, sexual morality, and utilitarianism.

Chapter fouexaminesighteentkcentuy explanations and representations of
sexual and reproductive diseases and disorders in terms of animal Spaftscusis on
how specific genital maladies affected the mind, a relationship exemplifigdrimyrhoea
and three gestational disordepga, maternal impressions, and febricudl of these
maladies involved the loss of animal spirits, which affected the nerves, organs of generation,
and mind Cultural historians have examined many eighteestitury reproductive
disordersmost notablyhygeria, masturbation, and impotence. Howegenorrhoea,
maternal impressions, febricud picahave been researched very little, although they
were distinct disorders aridenrecognized as significanfAdditionally, thesedisorders
affected the constitutions, both physically and mentallynédlical discussions and literary
representationg he connection between mind and grdascribed in neey physiologyand
sensibilitygoverned medical diagnosis and treatment of, anikattention to, these and
other sexual and reproductigenditions This chapter, therefore, highlights the profound
role animal spirit physiology had in eighteewstimtury medical practices and social
perceptions of sexual and reproductive health.
Conclusion

This dissertation is designed to illustrate how the mind and sexual/reproductive
body were understood to be yoked togatheften problematicall§y first within medical
discussions and then gaining greater resonance as within the culture of seriBitali
variety of sources, especially medical and literary, used in this research reflect the
interdisciplinary history being examined. The topics of each chapter have been chosen
because thogepicswere central in both medical and literary writirigat deat with themes
of sex and generatioAn idea emphasized in all chapters is thapecific physiology about
nervesthatemerged in the 166@secame fixed tthe culture of sensibilitywhichrose to
prominencen the 1730sThat physiology directed how people understood thairton
thoughtscommunicated their personal desires, carried out sexual behaviours, and explained
reproductive processed®nly by recognizing that physiological premise can sexuality in
sensibility befully understood. By the 1780sianal spiritshaddiminishedin learned
medical discoursandelectricitywasgairning prominence in nerve experiment and theory.
Yet, animal spirits left a lasting impression on literature of sensibilitthexggister ad

principles of that physiological idemntinuedn early nineteenttenturyliterary culture

% See Mark AkensideThe Pleasures f | ma g {(Londadn,ilt44):d ockeEssay
Alexander PopeAn Es s ay (LomlonM@&3n)é
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Figures: Introduction

/"ﬂ‘ 154

Fig. 0.1A plate showing the male organs of generation dissected, from Isbrand van

Di e me r bTheAnatdmy dluman Bodies Comprehending the Most Modern

Di scoveries and Cranslated byiWilliara Salmom(Lohdbra Edwatdr t €
Brewster, 1689) (originally published Asn at o me ¢ o r p[0dtredhts Suimpiibua& i é
typis Meinardia Dreunen, 1672]).
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Fig.0.2A pl ate showing the female organs of generat

The Anatomy of Human Bodies
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Fig. 0.3A table with a dry mount of human spinal cord and nerves made by Giovanni Leoni
dé6Este in Padua, pur c iodaendodin b6y9, giftedtotheRoyall yn, b
Society in 1667, and now in the Royal Coll eg
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Chapter One Nerve Physiology, Animal Economy, and Generation Theories

What doth soft fires thorow all Bodies throw.
What Spirit nimbly moves the human frame:
Whence Milky juice here, there a Purple stream,
Watering the Body: whence the Crimson flood;
And the quick Circulation of the blodd.
These prefatory | PRractieeof RhysickI6B1) imaduceMiprintipals 6 s
parts of the animal economy or, essentially, human physiology. As the verse outlines, these
parts included heats, spirit, milk, and blood in circulafidnh e poeméds rhetorical qu
prime the reader sod curbdiso sixtpy ,a nrad d cdoynisn g ft h ehre sfeo rn
phenomena. I n answer to fAiWhat Spirit nimbly move
physicians and anatomists of the time, affirmed it was animal spirits. Providing sensation
and initiating muscular movement, animal gpigllowed the highest intellectual facuty
the soud to interact with the body. One of the most pronounced yet troubling parts of this
(meta) physical relationship between soul and body was how the mind and the genitals
related. Animal spirits made thismmmection; therefore, eighteentikntury medical and
cultural discussions about generation and sex centred on those spirits.
Scholarship on eighteententury sexuality and reproduction has approached
animal spirits with trepidation, hardly broaching thdbstance despite its importance. In
bothMaking SexandSolitary SexThomas Laqueur mentions animal spirits, but fails to
provide so much as a working definition. Rat her ,
loosely signifying animal spirits, humors,raeus juices, ether, and lymplsuch glossing
of animal spirits has understated their significance in eightemmttury understandings of
sex and gender. As John Sutton, the philosopher and historian of neurology,sexpld@nT h e
outstanding scholarshipn anci ent , medi eval, and Renai ssance

matched for spirits i n*Thiablindgye manimalspiritss ci ence or

Thomas Willis, Ao ht hesApthh cra®s DM ibdalsés, 0 i n
Practi ce ,tdns. BamyesRorddge (Londdn Dring, C. Harper, ahJ, Leigh
1681) Il. 3438. The original Latin edition was published in 1659 and included the poem,

al so in Latin. See Richard Kroll s footnote 26 i
The Rape of the LogckBnglish Literary History67, no. 1 (2000): 9941.

Li kewi s e, Her man Boer haave related that Ami |l k i
bl ood, ser um, |l ympha, Herman Baerhaadé New Methadr ani mal S p

of ChemistryLondon, 1727), 181. These basic fhlikke substances of tHeody were
quintessentially related.

¥ Thomas Laqueuilaking Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to F(€aenbridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1990), 35.

* John SuttonPhilosophy and Memory Traces: Descartes to Connectiof@smbridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998), 24.
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(especially Willisbés accounandedghteenthemtary i n
generatiorhas led to many oversights and inaccuracies, espeiialcounts ohow the

mind communicated via fluids with, contributed matter to, and received influences from
sexual organs. My examination focuses on
comnunicated about nerves connecting the brain and groin. Subsequent natural
philosophers, anatomists, and physicians preoccupied themselves with animal spirits until
the end of the eighteenth century. Indeed, animal spirits were understood as the basis for
sexual sensations, erotic fantasies, genital embracing, orgasmic pleasure, sperm vigour,
menstrual cycles, posbital conditions, venereal maladies, all sorts of infertility problems,
and the steps of generatiiseed creation, conception, and gestation.@V&bcial concerns
about sex, including gender difference, population changes, and family inheritance, were
often related to the animal spirit economy. Therefore, understanding eighteetiy

generation and sex requires an understanding of animasspiri

Wi

This chapterodés first section el aborates

spirits in connecting the soul, brain, and genitalia, especially in relation to generation. In
particular, | show that the sensitive and temperamental nature ofjdresasf generation

was a primary cause of upset in the animal economy. The second section examines one of
the most important functions of animal spirits, the creation of reproductive seed. This
process consumed a substantial amount of animal spiritshenefdre, significantly

affected the animal economy and mind. In general, economies have periods of surplus and
deficitd the animal economy was no exception.

Animal spirits and generation were also important subjects imremtical genres,
especially erat and satiric works, which frequently referred to seed and animal spirits
theories. As Suttonsuggsst A" Spi rits traversed easy ear|
sciences and literature, physics and philosophy, cognition and cosmology, pneumatology

and @ e t ¥Ayew decades after natural philosophers and anatomists introduced generation

theories based upon animal spirits these ideas became more broadly and culturally relevant.

However, it was cultural criticisms and applications of those medical arsibpyical

theories that made them important. Theories on conception and gestation are considered in
the third section because they meaningfully incorporated animal spirits and concerns about
mental/genital influences. Gender ideologies were also centtiiddussions of conception

and gestation theories and ideas, especially preformationism, epigenesis, animalcules,

homunculi, sperm, and eggs.

® Ibid., 27.
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AThe | mmediate I nstrument of the Soul:0 Ani mal S

On 24 September 1735, Patrick Darling had a confrontatitmMary Price in Mr.
Humphri esds Brandy Shop on Winford Street, Londo
man, 0 Darling incited theaoonhfliistt Leyg, dDeagiamgni@r
her 1l eg is fas thick aste,boPtrtiocne afiskiictk eids haits tPorp .vo
Darling then fAgave her a Box on the Ear. o Foll ov
cousin, Elizabeth Armstrong, who was fdat a Gin s
name by entering the scene brandigharsmall oyster knife and threatening to cut the nose
of f the Alrish Thief.d I n the kerfuffle that ens
and calf, of which the latter seems to have been the more sérmistussle spilled out
intothestret , where Price cheered Armstrong on with i
settled, Armstrong quitted the scene and Darling headed back towards the brandy shop. On
his way he was accosted by a sailor, with whom
Thoroughy spent, Darling was carried to a surgeon, and died a few hours later. Among
these many colourful details, which were related at the Old Bailey during the 25 October
1735 trial for Darling6sds<£amdri chegrb,s taltd emadind als ua aga
James Atkinson, is perhaps the most intriguing: i
trivial, but for want of due care, the Hemorrhage of Blood from the Calf of his Leg
contributed to his Death, for he was harradaéd about for two or three Hours, and
body would take him in. And hisnimal Spiritsbeing exhausted, he might be suffocated for
want of having his HéBedause his sthb wonndssseemedsp er posi t i o
trivial, Atkinson explained Dpgséd brierhgudton deat h as &
of his animal spirits.

Early eighteentitentury natural philosophy and medicine privileged this ethereal
fluid not only as vital physiol ogically, but as
position in the great chain of beingr€ulation and hydraulics explained how animal spirits
linked the body and mind through nerves. Anatomists, physicians, and natural philosophers
explained many phenomena as consequences of the protean nature of animal spirits,
although this understandingaw/ regularly contended. However, Thomas Broman contends,
nlt was not the possibility of a connection betyv
voluntary muscular motion, after all, was only one among many phenomena suggestive of
some kind of lik b et we &Milk, bldod amd lymph were also integral to eighteenth

century generation theories, but they were not granted the special attention and influence

® October 1735 trial of Elizabeth Armstrong and Mary Priiel, Bailey Proceedings

Online (www.oldbaileyonline.org, version 6.0), r¢1735101529.

"Thomas Br oman, fi T hneTheMCardbridgeaHistor$ of Samenamleds , 0

AEi ghCeebhuhy Science, 0 ed. Roy Porter (Cambri dge
2003), 472.
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t hat ani mal spirits were. By 1733, George Ch
Spirits, to explain the animal Functions and their Diseases, has been so readily and
universally receivb6dét hat Heeticha fc el aotnee) (heaxsc ecpa
thisCatholickDo c t r i ne i HWhite th®imposande of meatin reproductive

theories was diminishing in the eighteenth century, animal spirit theories gained attention

and credibility.

But, this fluid was extremely susceptible to exhaustions and violent upsets following
intenseexeitons, as instanced in Atkinsonéds diagno
Treatise on the Causes of Most Diseases Incident to Human Bbd4 ,the exhaustion
of animal spirits could cause sleggelirium,'® abortions;* and sudden deatf.
Disturbancs like fits, passions, convulsions, and shocks incited these exhaustions, which
consequently affected the entire human constitution, disrupting mind and body. This delicate
animal spirit system was most susceptible to disturbance by the processes diogertera
kick to the privities, a swelling gravid womb, or a sudden arousal, all such events involving
genitalia immediately affected the mind and soul through the upward conveyance of animal
spirits. Physiological discussions about the relationship betgesitalia, nerves, the brain,
and the soul explored how much control people had over their sexuality and reprotfuction.
Sensibility emphasized the susceptibility of
surroundings, mental states, and bodily caod#t. That susceptibility was particularly
pronounced in regards to sexuality and reproduction. How easily a wanton thought could
arouse, an itching groin could distract, or a lewd sight could allure. Medical and literary
discussions about generation catesitly referred to the difficulty of controlling these
sensitive connections between body, mind, and environment.

The growing attention to sensibility, the fixation on nervous conditions, and the

lingering ambiguity concerning how nerves worked allowedghysiological principle of

®GeorgeCheyndfhe Engl i sh Malady: or, a Treatise of
(London: printed by SPowell for George Risk, George Ewing, and William Smith, 1733),

53. For Cheynedés medical influencBenfieldh t he cu
The Culture of Sensibilitysex and Society in Eighteer@entury Britain(Chicago:

University of Chicago Press, 1992);35.

° william Forster,A Treatise on the Causes of Most Diseases Incident to Human Btlies

ed. (London: printed for J. Clarke, G. Hawkins, and W. Reeves, 1746), 46.

%pid., 301.
" pid., 137.
2bid,353. In a |letter to Robert Boyle in 1663,
anatomi stso understood that apoplexies were
which meant that Athe spirits for want of su
motion perish.o0 Letter from Richard Lower to

Electronic Enlightenment
13 See Stephen Gaukrog@he Collapse of Mechanism and the Rise of Sensibility: Science
and the Shaping of Modernity, 16&8060(Oxford: OxfordUniversity Press, 2010), 390.
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animal spirits to enjoy a renaissance. Following Galenic theory, animal spirits were one of
three physiologically precious fluids in the animal economy: the other two being natural
spirits and vital spirits? Michael Servetusa Spanish physician eventually executed by
Calvinists in Geneva in 1553, described the thre
that which is communicated, by Anastomoses, from the Arteries to the Veins; in which it is
called natural: The Blood, ¢gnefore, is first; whose Seat is in the Liver and Veins. The vital
Spirit is second; whose Seat is in the Heart and Arteries. The animal Spirit is third; which is
|l i ke a Ray of Light, and 'hAvhdethefirsttwSspiats i n t he Br a
faded into obscurity, animal spirits were revived in the late seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. Publications by individuals like René Descartes (1696):° William Harvey,
Walter Charleton (1612707), Willis, Regnier de Graaf (1645673), and ThomaBartholin
inspired new consideration of animal spirits. By the turn of the eighteenth century, British
anatomists, natural philosophers, and physicians were engrossed in elucidating their elusive
nature.
In the eighteenth century, animal spirits werdenstood as a protean, fldide
substance, extremely subtle, easily agitated into various motions, and, as Willis wrote, they
seemed toi mkee f han t hé Shnoetheylérésnfineandthimn Eye. 0

they remained beyond the scope of glsabservatioAs an adj ecti ve, fani mal o
conventional | y mspitnatandiationaldoo pppnads ietviemmn wacs A opposed
the one side, tmtellectual and, on the other, teegetable 6 Yet , fani mal 0 al so r e
“For a short history of animal spirits, see Roge

The Journal of Economic Perspectiesio. 3 (1991): 2030.
1> Quoted in Charles Nicholas JentyCourse of AnatomieBhysiologicalLectures on the
Human Structure and Animal Oeconothgndon:printed for James Rivington and James

FIl etcher, 1757) , 1: preface, c. Under the term 0
ani mal , vital, and nat ur afeelifgard motionitocalthe The ani mal
body, from the brain by sinews, and nourisheth t
life from the heart by Arteries to all the body;

all the parts of the body, from thei v e r b Yhorvas BloustGlossographia, or, A

Dictionary Interpreting All Such Hard Wordkondon: printed by Tho. Newcombe for

George Sawbridge, 1661).

YSutton suggests that DescarteSuttghy esol utely corp
Philosophyand Memory44.

Y"Thomas Wil lis, fADOf. PMirlnhe nstéast iPglLenaddh:Ticne of Physi c|
Dring, C. Harper, and J, Leigh, 1684), 12.

BYAccording to the medical author Malcolm Flemyin
the quintessence of thdood and other juices; the vehicle of which is lymph or water,

extremely desbPcated and moveabl e, and extremely
rarefied by heat, and approaching nearer to the nature of vapour, than that of a sensible fluid

€ andrcepei bl e to all ouirTheNaturesoétse.Nervodsal col m FI e my

Fl uid, or Ani mal (@&gndon: printed for & Miltao, h751L), praface d é
vii-viii.
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the lower functions of the imd,*° a definition more reflective afnimalspirits. However,
topics that gripped eighteentientury thought and inquiry, such as imagination, pleasure,
pai n, wi |l |, and memory, wer e all considered
broademeaning that complicated the idea of animal spitiamuel Johnson provided
nineteen different descriptions of Aspirit, o
sensibility. One such entry conc’Theel y sums u
relationship between sensibility and animal spirits had been described even more explicitly
by Willis, who contended thét f or t hat every Sense is a certsas
some portion of it, being outwardly struck, is forced to nochaks, and a wavering of the
Spirits being inwardly ma“Physidlogicalfwnwltionrsack t ow
s uc h a sposiionkd anirmabspirits as the medium through which sensation and
sensibility occurred.

The most irdepth survey of eighenthcentury nerve theories was offered by the
Locke scholar John Yolton in highinking Matter which examined animal spirits along
with Abrain traces, 0 szﬁ\bait,Yobon@ileaewalhttentidnltoui d, a
these alternative nervhdories, misrepresenting the greater importance of animal spirits. As
evidenced by the greater number of writings about and references to animal spirits, adjunct
theories about nerves as strings that acted like pulleys or vibrated did not achieve the
widegpread acceptance or cultural resonance that animal spirits did. Less mechanical and
more vitalist, animal spirits explained a greater variety of phenomena and, consequently,
prevailed as the dominant theory for nerve physiology for the majority of thizeigh
century. Unlike other theories, animal spirits had historical credibility and offered a
convincing account of the interaction between a metaphysical soul and a physical body.

However, they continually eluded direct observation; animal spirits viwey s slightly

¥Samuel Johnso®y, Di cti onary of t(lordonEpnirged bysvhStriima n g u a g e

for J. and P. Knaptor et al., 1755), 1: s.v.
X'pid. 2:, s.v. ASpirit.o

2! |bid.

ZWi Il 1is, @Of MusDrul awiyl | Md8diso nPsr,adc tiinc e

23 John Yolton Thinking Matter: Materialism in EighteerdBentury Britain(Oxford: Basil
Blackwel, 1984). Yolton associated the vibration theory of nerves with Hartley; however,
many serious discussions of nerve vibration

Not ably, George Cheynedés musician/ musi cal i n
relies an vibrations. Likewise, Willis and Descartes used musical instrument analogies for
nerves that incorporated vibrating actions.

in Newton, Willis, and Gassendi: First Steps in a Mechanical Theory of Communigatio
Brain and Cognitiorbl, no. 1 (2003): 684. Later, Julien Offray de La Mettrie also
described a similar mechanismhtan a Machine; Translated from the French of the
Mar qui s s (LbnilokhrWy ewes, 1749), 26.
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beyond the scope of the eye and detection by the séigearefore, their qualities were
deduced from their supposed functions rather than directly observed: they were ethereal
because they interacted with both the soul and body; they nectteinely quickly because
sensations and mowents were quickly communicatatipy were a precious bodily fluid
because they were unique to animal life. In relation to generation, animal spirits reflected the
fineness of seed, the spontaneous motiongwitaia, the parental endowment of the soul to
the fetus, and the exquisite feeling of sexual pleasure.

Literary authors also explored animal spirits and generation at this time. The London
physician and man of letters, Samuel Garth, wrote the +hegific The Dispensary1699),
which attacked monegrubbing apothecariés The poem begins with the pursuit of an
elusive Nature, who is revealed through a scene of generation. Described in epigenesist
terms, this scene details how

infant Atoms kindling into life;

How ductile Matter new Meanders takes,

And slender trains of twisting Fibres makes.
In this wondrous moment of procreation, Garth asks a series of grand questions, faintly
reminiscent of Willisds prologue:

Whence their mechanik powérs the Spirits c¢cl ai m,

How great their force, how delicate their Frame:

How the same Nerves are fashiondd to sustain

The greatest Pleasure and the greatest®Pain.

“Wal ter Charl et o rartaf ansAnimal darebe thdughtcap@blemf spch

easie and expeditdobility, but thespirits, which flow through the body in less than the

twinckling of an eye: and therefore, we conclude, that They are the Immediate instrument of

the soul, in voluntary mtoi on . 0 Wa | Natural HStorg Nulritoh, bife, ,and

Vol unt ar yLordant printed fér Henry Herringman, 1659), 187. Willis gave the

foll owing physiological system for the creation
the Heart, and appding Vessels, the Chyle in the Ventricle, so the Animal Spirit is

wrought in the Brain, whose Original and Motions are very much in the dark. Neither doth it

plainly appear, as to the Animal Spirit, by what workman it is prepared, nor by what

Channelsit s carried, at a distance, qMedcdder than the
Philosophical Discoursel2.
®For the dispensary controversy, see Al bert Rose

Sick-P o o Jouyrrtal of the History of Medicine adlied Science®4, no. 1 (1959): 456;

John F. Sena, T Thdilispemaarg dexaSStudieshindLgerature and Language

15, no. 4 (1974): 634 8 ; Stephen J. Acker man, AThe 61 nfant A
0 Di s p e e Moderd Ladguage Revigw, no.3 (1979): 5123; Elizabeth Lane

Furdell,Publishing and Medicine in Early Modern EnglagiRbchester, NY: University of

Rochester Press, 2002), 199.

®SamuelGarthT he Di spensary. AldRd éandon:JrandRi x Cant ods
Tonson, 1699), 2.

?"Ibid., 2, 3.
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Shortly after, the poem poses two more sets of questions that resonated throughout
eighteentc ent ury | i teratur e: fiHo WaBadyi Whyt S uupon
Compl exions oft our Soul decl ar e@ThidfrsAnd how
guestion is about sensitivity, nerves, and animal spirits in the body influenoimghthand
behaviour. The second question considers the opposite direction of infiutvoeeghts and
emotions affecting (and being expressed in) the body. Both questions were central concerns
in the culture of sensibility: both relied on animal spirits, bath were most pronounced
when sex was involved.
In the culture of sensibility, as scholars such as BaBlesfield emphasiz those
with delicate nerves felt and expressed more profoulidize Georgian poet and physician
John Armstrong wrote how pelopaWitlii quicker Sense you shadind firmer Nerved

Return to Love, whBunhavimgthis greatersensibility mwervese s . 0
and | ove could also prove detrimental. I n Ol
The Vicar oWakefield1766), the deserving Sir William Thornhill in the guise of the
commoner Mr . Burchel | , relates how APhysicia

body is so exquisitely sensible, that the slightest touch gives pain: what some have thus
suffered in their persons, this gentleman felt in his mind. The slightest distress, whether real
or fictitious, touched him to the quick, and his soul laboured under a sickly sensibility of the
mi ser i es*Thése pathdlogicalsandd@enerally medicab&labout nerves and

animal spirits acting between the mind and body were majocenitury literary themes. In

fact, animal spirits gained greater recognition because of the rise of sensibility, their

application in generation theories, and the increaseddst in nerves.

A perception shared by rationalists and e
intellectual Faculty, void o¥lnoMertoserveial i ty, a
the |iminal role as t hel*abimahseitts hadtaeeryifilest r u me n

highly rarified, fluidlike, subtle, ethereal, and extremely thin composition. They were
material perfected to the point of immateriality, to the very cusp of corporeality, as nearly to

the metaphysical nature of thegiritual soul as possible. As Jacques Roger noted, faculties

?® |bid., 3.

*% |bid., 4.

% G. J. BarkeBenfield, introduction tahe Culture of Sensibility: Sex and Society in

% John ArmstrongThe Oeconomy of LoyB" ed. (Dublin, 1742 [orig. 1736]), 22.

% Oliver Goldsmith,The Vicar of Wakefiel@Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999 [orig.
1766]), 21.

% A Philosophical Essay on Fecundation: Or, an Impartial Inquiry into the First Rudiments,
Progression and Perfection, of Ama | G e n e(lroradoni: Jo Roberts, 1742), 43.

3 CharletonNatural History, 497.
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and souls had a highly equivocal relationship with spiritual Satét, this near relationship
bet ween the animal spirits and the soul expl ai ne
commands to thedaly *® The anonymous author of the 1742 trad®hilosophical Essay on
Fecundatiot hought it necessary to reprimand those #fAwl
the Soul with the animal Spirits, or to swallow it up in the Spirits, by pretending to prove,
that hey are the same thiégoecause (as they assert) the animal Spirits are a Quality purely
ethereal, absol ut’€lhiyingthe sodl coold be Braptriealty desdribed y . o
and known was heretic#l Yet, the same author, like many others, strugtpedemarcate
the thin line separating animal spirits from the Soul.

Fixing the production of animal spirits in the brain put them in immediate proximity
to the seat of the soul. But, exactly where in the brain the spirits were produced was a point
of heated contention: Willis proposed the cerebelfi®,a r t h o ReterMirabl®and fi
fiPlexus Choroides6 and t he Dutch anatomist, Herman Boerh
cerebral corteX* He al so contended that Gal eesohad erred ir

% Jacques RogeThe Life Sciences in Eighteerientury French Thoughed. Keith R.

Benson, trans. Robert Ellrich. (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 199 Buffdn

|l i kewi se describes how Athe diversity and adapta
there are no clear lines between the strands which developed into intelligible later theory in

theology or physiology and those which resonate only witthpped e r n ment al i ti es. 0
Philosophy and Memoy32.

®¥AThe intimate connection between spirits and so
soul 6s commariMdag . ma dlutkkied Berd®®. descri bed how fAmod:¢
confined the i mmortal soul to the head, and the

Marmaduke Berdoédn Essay on the Nature and Causes of the Gout, with a few

Conjectures on the Probability @6 Cure(Bath, 1771), 2.

%" Philosophical Essay on Fecundatjat.

% Sutton,Philosophy and Memong4.fi But when ot her argued that the
physical, the way was open for medical materialists to combine these moves and heretically

identify the ® u | itself with corporeal spirits. o
¥bid.,33.A6Spiritd alone could refer, not just to th
soul as locus of moral evaluation, or to the immortal soul, locus of personal survival beyond

bodily death. o

“Wilisdesci bed t hat fiwhen from the Oofresofteel s, on every
Brain, the subtil Liquor is plentifully instilled for the matter of the Animal Spirits, this

flowing inwardly stuffs all the pores and passages of the Brain, and so excludes fioneha

the Spirits from their wonted tracts and orbs of
Brai ro iwml | i($6843 79Pr acti ce

“1 Herman Boerhaav@® r . Boerhaaveds AcademicakB Lectures on
(London: W. Innys, 1745), 4: 8. Boerhaaveds work was originally

Il nstitut i o(bhewsn, 1708)Af € aeé&i ng Boer haavebs system, N e
definition JuweorSPIMNE RiveOdJdSs as f ol |l ows fia pure, sub
commonly called the Animal Spis; secreted from the arterial Blood in the cortical Part of

the Brain, collected in themedulla oblongataand driven thence by the force of the Heart,

into the Cavities of the Nerves, to be by them c
purposesof Sensa on and Ani mal MDidtionariom RritardiaumhCra Bai | ey ,
More Compleat Universal Etymological English Dictionary than Any Extaonidon,

1730).

48



the Ventricles were filled with ani mal Spiri
Boer haa viestitiudiondsméddge fiwe demonstrate to be perp
V e s s *3ush.quibbling over insupportable details elicited satirical criticisms. One such
criticism came in the f ommdeddhardctaruNakence St er n
Shandy. Nearing the birth of his son, Walter pedantically espouses theories abortihdelive
babies without damaging their difheiclteht e Af oun
sensoriumor headquarters of the soul, and to which place all intelligences were referred,
and from whence all her mandates were isgu@gs in, or near theerelellumd or rather
somewhere about thmedulla oblongatawherein it was generally agreed by Dutch
anatomists, that all the minute nerves from all the organs of the seven senses,
concen®fStadrerde ®s qui p about esoterstisshonmsnd spec
how some nerve theories were known and scrutinized by the reading public. It also shows
that literary representations mirrored earlier medical theories, which described sensibility as
an acute sensitivity to the human soul dependent on the astoramy. Therefore,
something of the soul was endowed during the heavenly moments of sexual\&dtse n
instantly Phoebe grew more composed, after two or three sighs, anfl leartc hed Oh 6 s !
giving me a kiss that seemed to exhale her soul throudiphgshe replaced the bedclothes
over* us. o
Beyond thdifferent views aboutome finemeurological details, eighteertientury
anatomists and physiologigienerally agreet hat t he brain wa¥% the Af
the fAfount &anditofe modri kosnh®p and V&emeasalsot ory of
wrote about this notiorand in a fairlyserious and contemplative tone.
6Dear sensibility! source inexhaustible c
costly in our sorrows! thou chainest thymya down upon his bed of
strawtdand O0tis thou who Oleterhatfeuntdinionourup t o HEA)
feelingsB 6t i s h e r & ant this is thyaieinity whiehestirs within
me... all comes from thee, gréagreat SENSORIUM of the world! which

vibrates, ifa hair of our heads but falls upon the grotfd.

“’BoerhaaveDr . Boe,R4Baaveds

3 Laurence Sternghe Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandgr@emanin The Florida
Edition of the Works of Laurence Stereds. Melvyn New and Joan New (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 1978), 1: 178.

* Cleland,Fanny Hill, 50.

“ John BurtonThe History of EriandefLondon: printed by R. DavenpoxrfJohn
Williams, 1661), 74.

*®Ibid., 76.

“Locke,Thomas ,9. 1 1 i sds

8 Laurence Sterné) Sentimental Journey through France and ItayThe Florida Edition
of the Works of Laurence Stermals. Melvyn New and Joan New (Gainesville: University
Pressof Florida, 2002), 6: 155.
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The Afountain of our feelingsd Sterne descri bed,
described, was in the brain. Yorickés panegyric
effects and ethereal qualitidsat were understood to rely upon animal spirits.

The nearness of these spirits to the soul was likewise apparent in their composition. They

were tempereég, rarified, refined vital spirits from arterial bloddsometimes mixed with

air>" Willis heavily andogized animal spirits with alcohol fermentation and often blended

both terminology and concepts, as in his descrinp
b r a° Somedanatomists considered the watery fluid in the cerebral ventricles, most likely

cerebral spinal fluid, to be the animal spirits. Yet, physiological models, such as one

proposed by Bartholin, held that some ventricular fluid was excremental, comprising of

phlegm and water, further suggesting that animal spirits were not simply a kiacebfal
flud>*According to Wi llis, fAspirits designated for
pul se rate, di ges tTheywere prodocedghrouglrefaciomofi ot her s. o
blood that had been heat&dermented, and vitalized by the he¥rn turn, animal spirits

instigated the heart pulsations needed for heating and circulating the blood. A circulatory

9 Some authors say cooled vital spirits, others heated.

% Sutton,Philosophy and Memoyy5.fi Spi ri t s, on al most all accounts
from bl ood. 0

*1 Such was the opinion of Thomas BarthoBartholinus Anatomy madeom the Precepts

of his Father, and from the Observations of al |
(London: John Streater, 1668), 135.

*2John LockeThomas Wi | | i s §cmpORidhard Ldwel, ed cKernnethe s

Dewhurst (Oxford: Sandford Pubtditions, 1980), 545ideon Harvey gave a similar

descriptive metaphor: A | Menvouskynphadhiohnsshe | do suppo

Vehicle, and containing Liquor of the Animal Spirits, is always flowing or dripping from the
Brain, andVedulla Spinés to most parts of the Body through the Nerves; and cannot be
supposed to return back again naturally, which therefore must of necessity extreamly swell,
and stiffen the Nerves, unl ess received and di stk
probabilty must beLymphaeducts containing in substance, tenuity, clearness, penetrative
vertue, and other qualitiesLgmphanot unlike thegleet, that distills from a wounded

ner ve. 0o Gi The\anitiesoh Phiosophy & Physick Together with Directiand
Medicines Easily Prepared by any of the Least flkilhdon, 1699), 1®@thers, such as

Salmon, adopted alcohol fermentation models to explain seed and animal spirit processes.
William Salmon,Ars Anatomica: or, the Anatomy of Humane Boélies( L o n. ®awks:

and D. Browne, 1714), 371.

*3 See BartholinBartholinus Anatomy37.

“Locke,Thomas ,86. | | i sos

*The glossaryt®r . Wi | | i(s166s8 4P)r adcetfiicnea makingof agyftiingt i on as f
rare or thind and def i nes woerkmenngt,a tliiokre a se afivhe nf. edr
anal ogy with brewing alcoholic beverages infor ms
and fluidbased physiologyginat ur e of these spirits is anal ogou.
spirits in wine aThdonoashe® Illiigsubosr s. 06 Locke,

Wi | | i s c droynte Blboe when Rarified by Heat, is carried from the Chimny of

the Heart ,6 Witlol itsh,e HefadB®r m&nt bt 2@, Br aot i ce
Bartholin,Bartholinus Anatomy 1 3 5. Bartholin contended that d@Ath
generated, unl ess the vital Spirits be first cooc
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model was also applied to animal spirits, wherein they wouldlfaekl to the heart, activate
cororary pumping, then flow to the diaphragm, and cause breathing motions.

Circulation theories concretized the perception of animal spirits as a material
nervous juice flowing through the body in a
these musculaviotion are excited by means of the Spirits or Juice of the Nerves, propelled
from the Brain into the Muscles, 0 reasoned B
Spirits have a free Course from their Origin in the Brain, from every Point thereof, even to
the Muscles which ar e u¥\Whentheseharimal spifitd aveeatc e o f
in motion, he further suggested, unconsciousness occurs, whether in a fainting swoon or in
purposed sleeP.Explaining the mental effects of smoking and drinking,li¢/drguedfithat
the animal spirits, being as it were intoxicated by the Narcotick sulphur, are in their whole
Government very much di st ¥Histotiaa BmilyBaothd f or c e d
describes how anat omi s tdscowrthe physicgl avideheedfaby a ¢
hydraulic system f ofrefletiieg significant engchanistie of spi r i
influences in physiologyA fluid mechanism was also suggested by the royalist physician
and natural historian Walter Charleton, whea&ed how animal spirits cause muscle
movement : AfThe Ani mal Spirits, whose subtildi
nature of the Soul, and whose sudden influx through the Nerves, into the body of the
Muscle, causeth a swelling or distention, an@ontraction thereof, and consequently a
change of FiguTehei rsotuHe memhberéinfprRsseglitseliat i ng |
upon the fine and sensible animal spirits, which moved through the nerves, and
mechanically passed oon hteh eb osdoyudlsd smucsocnhneasn. d sN o t
description of fAswelling and distentionod al s

Erections, particularly erecting penises, were regularly used as examples of how
animal spirits incited movement andnfounded volition. In the midighteenth century, the
French physician Julien Offray de Mettrie publishedc 6 h o mme (&v48) with n e
several English translations immediately following. In that text, he discussed involuntary
actions, particularly in terms of animal spirits and nerves. By then an established fact, La
Mettrie rhetorically as khetodywhehindtealthishoulddbe i s t h

subservient, for how can it resist that torrent of blood, and all those spirits which are ready to

>’ See Boerhaav@®) r . B 0 e,1246 a8Baevhaadesalso discussed the location and

workings of the Sensorium.

*8|bid., 281.

*Wwillis, iPharmae ut i ce Rati onalis, ®Dhe Middsti sdsd PRac
(1684), 141.

®EmilyBooth iA Subtl e and Mysterious Machine: o th
Charleton (16191707)(Dordrecht: Springer, 2005), 106.

®! CharletonNatural History 186.

*Ibid., 190.
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force obedience, the will having for its ministers and invisible army of fluids, always ready

to received its orders, and @@ick as lightening in the execution of them! But as it is by the

nerves that the power of the wildl i s exercisod,
chec®Mi.mal spirits could both enact an individu
his main examples of ani mal spirits operating out
muscles make a mandés yard stand, as may be seen

an infant when this part is ever so little irritated? And this by the loyegrthat there is a
particular spring in this member, as yet, but little understood, which produces effects that
have not been thoroughly explained, rtwithstand
The spontaneous action of pergrection, accordig to La Mettrie, also revealed how the
mind, especially imagination, involuntary cad$®dily feelings and movementsa Mettrie
furtherquer i ed, AWhy does the sight, nay the very th
particular motions and desires? Dedsat happens at this juncture in certain organs,
proceed from the nature of the organs themselves? Not at all, but from that communication
and kind of sympathy which t h®%Sexealimagisiogses have wi
were impressed onto the armihspirits in the brain, sending them tumultuously down the
spinal nerves, and filling the cavernous bodies of the penis or clitoris with blood until they
were turgid®

In fact, signs of arousal reflected both the nature of animal spirits and the ylelicac
sensibility. ifiwWwhen a Man caresses his Wi fe, o Mar
al | Parts touchdéd in a moment ; it af fects his He
his Thought s, g preusat like othkriresporse inseasible dody, was a
response in the animal spirits. Therefore, as much as an erection could be a voluntary act, so
too could it be involuntary. From the 1660s until the end of the eighteenth century, genitalia
frequently crop up as examples in discossiabout how animal spirits, body mechanics,
rational will, and sensibility worked.

Animal spirit theories deviated from the purely mechanical physiologies, such as

proposed by La Mettrie. Sergio Morawaggestshat these maasmachine models, called

%3 La Mettrie,Man a Machine64.

“I'bid., 60. In further considering involuntary a
genius have not made use of it in accounting for the action of the heart, the erection of the

Penis &c. We need only mdBoerhaavé s physi cal institutionso (69).
65 [|i

Ibid., 61.
®Ibid,33: fAthe imagination seems to be perpetually

incessant rapidity by the vortex of the blood and animal spirits, one undulation makes an
impression, which is immediately effaced by another; the soul pursues it, but ofteniinn . 0
®7 John MartenGonosologium Novum: or, a New System of all the Secret Infirm and
Diseases, Natural, Accidental, and Venereal in Men and Wdébhozron, 1709), 23.
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iatromechanism, reduced human physiology to anaf8ivgre precisely, iatromechanism

described physiology in terms of mechanical systems applied to anatomy. People with only
rudimentary knowledge of physiology professed understandings similar to Johm Gérd :

iNow | know from Anat omy*Howeles suchmaductiboist y i s a
descriptions could not account for involuntary actions, like those queried by Garth. Most did
not deny fAVmdtitomd as’°RStkmt dupport for ambl spirit

theories grew because they allowed for spontaneous and involuntary M@&idernal

stimulation, such as a knock on the knee, or internal influences, such as a fermentation in the
womb or spleen, si dest epp e dgitdtirngée dnimal spinitg,s | nv o
which, in turn, radiated involuntary motions either locally or throughout the body. Mental

shocks could induce the same involuntary motions and responses in the body. Literary

authors earnestly endeavoured to dramatize theugra nd f eel i ngs by showi
in the Featureso of sens.idbdndonedimbondorchlyleer s. Whe
gui de Esther Davis, Fanny confessed that she

spirit Guchasshockdeffatminy fAst upila &od deiicar ofd s
Wakefield a moment of crisis occurs when the viec
event overwhelms the vicardés mind and body:
permit my attempting heescue: she must have certainly perished had not my companion,
perceiving her danger , ‘Beisgspontantoyslygdmpetiegie d i n
by animal spirits was common in sensibility literature and medicine.

This spontaneity or involuntamotion was seen as especially common to and
problematic for genitalia. Animal spirits represented a continuance of Hippocratic vitalist
ideas within an increasingly dominant mechanical philosophy. Baajgestshis mix of
vitalism and mechanismwasbeca e A Engl i sh physi ol ogy was f o
methodological principles, and empirical researches tended to encourage retention of the

idea of active faculties within matt’er, and

®Sergio Moravia, fAFrom Homme Machine to Homm
CenturyModel s of Maurnalofthe histaryeof ldea39, no. 1(1978): 4560.

% John GordonA New Method of Demonstrating from Reason and Philosophy the Four
Fundamental Points of Religidhondon: A. Millar, 1756), 46.

% bid., 56.

1 Animal spirits wee often describedinnemat er i al i st t er ms, such as
likened the musclactivating power of animal spirits to the diffusion of light. See both John
Ashdéds and Nathan Bail eyds dFEhkNewiartdiCanplste f or A d
Dictionary of the English Language ( London: Edward and Charl es
Bailey, Dictionarium Britannicum

"2 John ClelandFanny Hill; or Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasyggl. Peter Wagner

(London: Penguin, 2001 [orig. 1748), 42.

® bid.

* Goldsmith, Vicar of Wakefield22.

“Booth,fiSubtl e and Myosl86eri ous Machi ne

53



Even the late seventeentbrtury writings of Charleton highlight this problematic blend of
strict mechanism and vitalism in physiology. An ardent supporter of William Harvey,
Charleton tentatively proposed that body parts had the power to affect their own motions,
without the influee e o f a n i Reasbn advigethrus, heacefortfi to lay aside that
opinion ofDes Cartesand his discipleRegius,(both great Philosophers, and in many other
things worthy to be followed) that the inflokAnimal spirits by the nerves, is necessary
the performance of all Naturall Motions and actions done in the laodito take up the
more probable one d@r. Harvey thateach Natural action is effected by the part doing it,
merely in respe’dltn oGh aar Iceetrd md woveassetnivemea toi on, most
i nvoluntary. He described ANatural actiono si mil
a limb to extend or an appendage to twitch without the express involvement of the mind.
The body part instigated its own movement without the inflaeri@nimal spirits! Yet, in
considering the connection of the soul to the brain and body, Charleton conceded that animal
spirits must be the i nt ernransmissianiofyhe Anitmal ac knowl edge
Spirits from the Brairthe principal throne ahe Soul... [is] the immediate and proper
instruments of Motion Voluntar YHi®evemtnal ch carry th
conclusion was shared by many early eighteeptitury natural philosophers, who
generally thought animal spirits were the adenvoluntary movement.
For most, the mechanism for voluntary moverdetite stirring or agitation of
animal spirits by the so@ilwas similar for involuntary movement; except that animal spirits
were stirred by something other than the $dWhis excepthn was particularly noted by
Willis in respect to the penis. In describing the spinal nerves, he stopped to observe that
two other Nerves proceed, which are carried into the Yagd11.1.
m. The greater of these, which is very large and londjisisibuted into the
nervous Body of it; the other lesser, into its Muscles. This member, because

it receives nerves only from the spinal Marrow, according to our

’® Charleton Natural History, 124.

"8 A's f Generatioh ef Animal spiritr. Harveyhath upon good reasons mad it

doubtfull, whether there be any such or not: and tietee, certainly they consist only of the

purest and most subtil e part Natwa Histotyé46bl ood, and
7.

"8 bid., 182. See Allison MuriThe Enlightenment Cyborg: A History of Communications

and Control in the Human Machin&6661830(Toronto: University of Toronto Press,

2007),46.

“For short histories of involuntary motion and n
Hi story of the Discovery of theeditaigaryat i ve ( Aut o
18 (1974): 18; and JN . Langley, ASketch of the Progress of
Century as Regar ds t heThAlotrrmalobPmisiclog,e0. ¥ ous Syst em,
(1916): 22558. Gaukroger also discusses eighteestfitury inquiries into involuntary

motion, especlal y i n reference to Hallerdéds work, althouq
physiological ideas about nerves and animal spCitdlapse of Mechanisn396400.
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Hypothesis, ought to swell up and to be moved only at the spontaneous

pleasure of the will: bt that oftentimes, by reason of the swelling up of the

Genital seed or humor, it is erected and blown up with Spirit, whether one

will or no®°
Genitals, their movement and feelings, defied the regular command of the will because, as
Willis explained, theyhad a special sensitivity to and dependence on animal spirits. Cleland
noted this special relationship between the genitals and animal spirits. Far surpassing any
other mental or physical sensation or shock, stimulated genitals threw animal spirits into
total chaos, causing extreme involuntary moveménSthe now t hrew her | eg:
about at random, as she lay lost in the sweet transport; which on his side declared itself by
quicker, eagerer thrusts, convulsive grasps, burning sighs, swift laboreaikibgs, eyes
darting humid fires: all faithful toKens of
This scene relates to Nikol ai Detl ef Falckos
penetration] is exquisite, and sets as it were th@levmuscular fabric in agitation, almost
invol vnhtarly.o

Other authors made similar observations aboutraelfing female organs of
generation. Wombs, vaginas, and clitorises affecteehsmliement expressing their own
sexual appetites, as did matembers$? These understandings raised a particular problem
about sexuality and volition: why does arousal seem to occur spontaneously andtbeyond
control of human will? The phenomenon of arousal was certain proof that animal spirits
caused erections, tiovoluntary and involuntary.

Perhaps the most frequent objection to animal spirit physiologies was the speed at
which they supposedly travel |l etheNatureofthg h t he
Nervous Fluid, or Animal Spirits, Demonstratdd5]) addressed he fgr and di f fi c
muscul ar motion, to wit, t h&4dlikewisenicWiiami ng it s
Hu nt e r-eigbteemticetury lecture notes he hesitated to discuss cerebral spinal fluid as
animal spirits and admitted higability to reconcile nerve conduction speed with
mechani stic systems of spirits. He reasoned
movew'such Vel ocity %Rropértes sach aslatlity andelastieitg . 0O

largely accommodated¢h ani mal spiritsd extremely rapid

OWillis, AOf the DescripPpti oWi hids684s dPoact hee
8 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 154.

8 Nikolai Detlef Falck A Tr eati se on t HlendoheBnlew, 772),6Di sease
¥AThe Del i ghThesWorks of theeEaris sf Rachester, Roscommon, Borsé

ed. (London: E. Curll, 1714), 151.

8 Flemying,Natureof the Nervous Fluid33.

BWwiliamHunterrHunt er 6s L e c tead.rNellDowa {Londan:eEtsaviery1972),

22.

55



maintained that the quickness of nervous action could be explained through hydraulic
principles.

Several British experimenters in the raidjhteenth century sought to solve the
problems with aimal spirit theories. Joh@averhill performed a series of experiments on
rabbits to discover whether nerves are the source of heat in the body and to establish the
velocity of animal spirits, the results from which he publisheBxgseriments on the Cause
of Heat in Living Animals, and Velocity of the Nervous F(@idi70). In his first trials,

Caver hill used a Fahrenheit thermometer to measu
bell yo of his rabbi tntotedpipabntatrosv, neahtberartidulatior ust an aw
of the last rib, to dest®¥Heyhentképetimeder ves going to
measurements of the temperature in the animal so

expired. Caver hrhalthe rabbitsbecanescolder wihdh the coringxion

between the nerves of the lower extremities and the brain was intercepted. Secondly, That

the degree of cold was nearly in¥Havimgporti on to t
proven that nerves were theurce of heat in the body, Caverhill set about trying to

mani pul ate exposed and severed nerves. He furt he
excited by driving the nervous fluid out of one inch of nerve, appeared to me to be as

numerous as the ordinagxcercises [sic] of the animal would have required in one day, and

| am convince that the impulse of the will of the animal acting upon the extremities of these

nerves in the brain, would not have driven forward the nervous fluid half an inch in

performiry t h e s a MEherefard, newvous fldid, according to Caverhill, moves one

inchaday?To maintain the hydraulic paradigm of nerve
t hat inerves in a healthy st a¥eSotarteaheheref ore s
reasoned, fiwhen one end of the nervous substance

other end in the extremity UThistvds¢thedamedy i s i nstan
conclusion Flemying had arrived at some decades e#rliéie will acted like a hammer

8 John Caverhill[Experiments on the Cause of Heat in Living Animals, and Velocity of the

Nervous FluidLondon: printed by G. Scott, 17)(8.

¥bid.,32. Caverhill theorized that #Athe heat, whic
from the friction excited by the motion of the r
®lpid.,49.He f ur t her fronetheslowmneoton of theulstarite in the nerves, it

appears, why the substance has never yet been se
89 |hi

Ibid.

“1pid., 50.

“bid,52. He explained that fAthe vital power exi st.i

compel the nervous fluid to move through the nerves by squeezing their extremities; but that

it strikes at the end of the nervous tubes with a stroke so well definedcaarmnicate

i mpul se and motion to the substance in the nerve
2 Flemying,Nature of the Nervous Fluj®4.
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striking nerve endings in the brain, which motion was nearly instantaneously carried through
the nerves to the intended muscle or sensory organ.
Another objection to animal spirits was that nerves did not appear to be hollow tubes
through which fluids could pass. Some offered other theories, like nerves acting as pulley
strings or conveying motion through vibratiriHowever, these had even more obvious
problems; so animal spirits remained the theory of best fit. Bycerdury, Flemyingvould
beginhis theoretical physiology treatise with the assumpfiode r ves ar e hol | ow
tubes, the smallest of all in the animal body, which contain and transmit a peculiar juice or
f 1 u®f Aithough many details of animal spirits varied tremmusly from author to author
throughout the eighteenth century, the basic descriptive terms proposed by late seventeenth
century anatomists and physicians changed very little. What did change were the
philosophical and medical concerns that referred to @rspirits.
Observing and defining animal spirits was problematic; but, their ethereal qualities
allowed for mental effort, neuromuscular activation, sensory functions, and nervous disease.
For some, they expounded neurology, pigggchology, physiologysensibility, spirituality,
sexuality, philosophy, and generation. If, as has been recently suggested, the modern self
emerged in the eighteenth centtitthen that modern self was acutely aware of the interior
network of nerves connecting the mind anel llody. Animal spirits were not a clean break
from earlier physiological notions; the indi
of passions, and emissions of vapours became increasingly expressed as sensitivity to fickle
animal spirits anderves. Throughout the eighteenth century, amorous scenes in literature
would still invoke terms like flames, heats, and passions. If we are to understand the
accounts of sexuality, feelings, motivations, and maladies that were dominant in the mid
eighteerth century, and especially in the literature of sensibility, then we need to understand
the register of animal spirits.
iThe Most Subtil, Volatile,®Sedd Spirituous N
Seed was composed of pareetived and rudimentary material thpeovided for
embryo formation. Until the late seventeenth century, descriptions of seed often evoked
horticultural ideas and meanings. However, following the discovery of animalcules in
semen, seed became increasingly equated to active and living miéccesatities.From the

1670s until the 1750s, the most enthusiastic researches and debates in generation focused on

% See CheynéThe English Malady72-92; David Hartley,Observations on Man, His

Frame, His Duty, and HiExpectationg |, vol . 1 (London: S. Ri char
stated, AFrom these experiments it clearly a
vi brati on ause oftHegattb.r hi | | |

° Flemying,Nature of the Nervous Flujd..

% Dror WahrmanTheMaking of the Modern Self: Identity and Culture in Eighteenth

Century EnglandNew Haven: Yale University Press, 2004).

% philosophical Essay on Fecundatjch
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the nature of seed. These investigations highlighted the roles of both the brain and the
testicle® of men and womeh in the production of seed’herefore, seed embodied the
relationship between mind and genitalia. The creation and perfection of seed involved
mechanical actions by reproductive organs, cerebral juices, and even thoughts and feelings.
Like animal spirits, seed had an immediate @ent i on wi th the fAsoul , 0 whicl
seventeenthand early eighteentbentury medical texts generally referred to the origin of an
i ndividual 6s t MAdhilgsbphical E3shyeon RFecuhdatore aebned At hat
t he Soul mu st inthe Sperp or Seed, th a mave emirentDegree and
Measure, than in any other abstracted or secreted Bacept only the animal Spirits,
which are the Medi uiQuakieswfithe soul eraiinfusea mdtheBo dy . o
seed; therefore, whatevefexdted the soul, such as a shocking experience or a profound
idea, necessarily affected the stock of seed. AT
physiology, 0ss Sanbbnoekgouertained these beliefs,
mechanisms to gkain why those partial to the expense of spirits in sexual activity would
inevitably | ose {®mtesilink betwedn ehé dreatiort andaldss off'seeglo ur . 0
the economy of animal spirits, and the cerebral vigour led medics to draw similarities
between the nature of the brain and genitals. Both the genitalia and the brain were nervous
organs that required animal spirits and participated in creating seed. However, this seed
connection between the groin and the mind involved anxieties about tihe bwhtal, and
moral impact of sexual behaviour. Significantly, eighteerghtury generation theories
supposed seed to drastically affect the conditions of both the mind and the sex organs.
For anatomists, finding an adequate nerve passage for thal apirits and seed to
move between the brain and the genitals was essential for confirming this physiological
connection, yet it proved perplexing. Willis initially assumed that male seed, which was
concocted in the brain, travelled down nerves and sdm@ssels to be deposited in the
genitalia. In the 1660s, he described a pair of spinal nerves communicating to the male
testicles’ As an epicentre of sense and the locus for seed perfection, testicles presumably
had an extremely nervous anatomy. Willias, therefore, confounded to find only two small

testicular nerve¥? His consternation is evident in the description of these two small

bid., 41.

% Sutton,Philosophy and Memory#i4.Sut t on al so obserheddint hat fAthe b
was the origin not only of ani mal spirits, but a
PWillis, AOf the Descripti oW lahidsess MP.odct hee Ner v

19t should be remembered that afferent and efferent nerve distinctions were notzetogn
yet (see LockeT h o ma s , B6). Al$oj tieeiie svere several differing reports about
testicular innervations, although most maintained a single nerve description. There are
actually four testicular nerves: posterior scrotal, internal spermatiaogptexspermatic

artery, external spermatic, and anterior scrotal. Drake describes a second set of testicular
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testicular nerves in the684 editionoDr . Wi | | i s 6 s .Rleagthy Seatian of Phy
describes the origins aimukertions of spinal nerves as demonstrated by thekwelvn
engraving of the nervous system (figl)L Commenting on these nerves, which are labeled
M, he wrote:

Concerning the Nerves which belong to the Testicles, here is not much to be

spoken; for ve have often sought in vain fogeeat company of nervous

passage# them: | have very diligently searched sometimes in Man, also in

a Fox, Dog, Calf, and likewise in a Boar and Monkey, but could never find

belonging to them but one nerve carried from Wertebral pair, which also

for the most part is bestowed on the Cremasteral Muscle, so that, although

an excellent humor is prepared within those parts, yet it doth not easily

appear, that its matter is derived thither through the nétves.
Hi s expectation of finding a figreat company
generation after Willis anatomists established that there was in fact a second pair of
testicular nerves. Yet, his claim to being the discoverer of the first pair of tastiguiles
waswr ong. Shortly after Wi BartolangésEudaehs theh , Boer h
Italian anatomist and contemporary of Andreas Vesdiigs described and diagrammed the
fiNerves sent from tEeu sBraacihn uimodainetomorelre sbtui c | e's
recognition in the early eighteenth century, largely due to the posthumous publication of his
Tabulae Anatomicam 1714 by Giovanni Maria Lancisi and then again in 1744 by the
renowned Leidetbased anatomist Bernhard Siegfried Albinuspwhd studied under
Boerhaaveé?® This short history of the discovery of testicular nerves highlights the focused
probing into genital i nnervation at that tin
investigations were pursued to satisfy expectations of atdirexvous link between the
brain and the testicldsand not only in male bodies. iThe
Willis, were furnished with fAa provision of
S e X*Bat, this comparison came in light ibfe minute innervation of male testicles.
Willis consequently proposed an alternative theory that suggested arterial blood delivered

animal spirits to testicles rather than nerves.

nerves, but suggests t hey aAnthropologarNgva,of t en no
a New System of Anatoény " &d. (London: W. Innys, 177, 2: 117.

YIwi l'lis, AOf the Descripti oW lahids6ds MPoadct hee
02BoerhaaveDr . Boe,5haaveds

see M. Fahrer, 0B aheTHrdMan: BestachiiswiPsbtished byi o

Al b i ANZsIgutnal of Surgery3, no 7 (2003):528 ; Benjamin A. Rifkin
An at o mijuman Anatomy: Depicting the Body from the Renaissance to ,Tedsy

Benjamin A. Rifkin, Michael J. Ackerman and Judith Folkenberg (London: Thames &

Hudson, 2006), 26.

Y4Wi I 1 i s, fi pft itohne aneds cUs eDraf WiHd i($8843v18Bsr,acc tiinc e
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Unconvinced of Willisbdbs accounthmaleost anat omi

and female testicles as immensely important hubs of nervous activity, especially in relation

to seed creation. Hi s contemporary, Francis GI
serve not fomotion neither is there any great use of shasethey have: wherefore it is

credible they serve to bring to them some liquor of whictsgleemi s m'& While o

Glisson did not allow for much sensation in the testicles, he, like other natural philosophers,
emphasized the testicles as acentre forireni ng ner vous Al iquor. o This
added i n ™withpore mobd® €ondocted sperm was further perfected then

i S

n

compounded with fia thick balsamick Humour, al mos

to the An%fwhitelsane ingedient®came directly from the brain, others were
sourced from throughout the bdilyhe entire constitution was involved and affected by
prepari ng s e Maunal Hisotty af thé Rassiorti®74) explains how excess
ani mal spi ri trwitha cedainseéned andigénergus iHumer derived from the
whole body... into th&enital®'* (fig. 1.2). The writings of Glisson and Charleton suggest
that the most valuable substance in the eightemamitury animal economy was séethe

most refined prduct of the body™°

19 Francis Glisson, ectures and Other Papersd. Andrew Cunningham (London:

Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine, 1998), 139. Similarly, James Cooke suggested,
i Wh en ¢ o meesitley dielcetheomer Coat, and spreading through their
substance, are obliterated. Their use is to carry Blood and Spirits to the Stones, to prepare
the same in Vessels near them for Seed, by a vertue fetched froestirdes... the Organs

of Seed. 0 Mediifinians Chituogizek cg, the Marrow of Chirurgergd. Thomas

Gi bson (London: 1717) , -Bahsparentfigfekish whiite, andn v i r i | i
somewhat coagulated liquid; which is by means of the spernestsels, and the testicles,
separated from the blood, and from the testis carried to the vesiculee seminales, where it is
k ept fFRalck Venereal Qiseasél.

106 seeCooke, Mellificium Chirurgiae 311;William Harvey,Lectures on the Whole of
Anatomy: & Annotated Translation of Prelectiones Anatomiae Univergadins., Charles

O6Mall ey, Frederick Poynter, and Kenneth Russel/l

Press, 196115.

WEconomically, Willisés par adibmmofanimall | hel d t hat
spirits through the testiclesdéd use -of vital spir
generating function for testicular nerves, sugge

the nerves convey thleiccus nutritiuss the parenchya of the testes. Semen is generated

not only from the blood, which is poured down into the testes through the seminal blood

vessels, but also from tlseiccus nutritious 0 Ldb &mas ,8 | | i sbs

%8 BoerhaaveDr . B o e,i70 Anatheecdbramentatorwot e, fAThat the Mal e
human, and other Creatures the same, doubtless) is of an oily, tenacious Nature, and will not

easily nor readily mix and blend with other Fluids where there is not a strict Homogeneity or
Similarity in their respective constu ent Parts, 0 and further descri
Vol atility, and Sp iPhilesophicalEssayyon FedundatjBesi r Natur es.
199 Charleton Natural History, 23. See Salmon for a summary of the different views. Many

thought arterial blod was mixed with animal spirits from the nerves to create the seed.

Salmon Ars Anatomica357-8.

WiThe matter of it seems not to be blood, but
For the nerves are far more copiously and intimately woven intsutbstance of the
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In Aristotelian tradition, there were two kinds of s@adale and female; yet, some
eighteentc ent ury medi c al aut hors proposed mor e.
three sorts of Seed, 0 whi cvesicularsebduathdecad a t est i
prostatic seedf* As a serious and empiricallyinded anatomist, Drake carefully detailed
genital structure, examined comparative anatomy, and prepared demonstrations with
minimal conjectures on physiology. When describingthe teStesa k e r ef | ect ed t h
have fancydd Glands to be necessarily inters
Man has been able #dr akedodemnmistomatcalt bhdm.ed v
testicular tissue, | i keervddjpromptes hisobjectionsdd usi ons
certain common misconceptions about seed physiology; although, few people heeded these
objections. Rather, consensus continued to hold that animal spirits produced in the brain
moved down through the spinal nerves and the testicles, where these spirits were further
prepared into a very fine seed, ready for ejaculation. John Marten even suggested that a head
wound can hinder seminal matt eTestides'CTnist ravel |
supply and demand, seadd spirit system between the brain and the genitals was deeply
ingrained in eighteentbentury thinking:**

I n his alternate theory, Wi thelArtesies mdtils 0 ma d €
a spirituous liquor into the Testicles after the same manna s i n 3Séed waB,r ai n. 0
according to Willis, produced in the cortliike structure of the testicles, which he described
as similar to a second brdfiOt her s, such as Bo&orhuahav e, wer e
Similitude is there in the Fabricof the Brai a n d  T'¥ Gompadsbns ef théir

testicles than the arteries or veins [are]; and therefore we shall find the substance of them

white and not red, also the proper coat of it seems to be nothing else but a kind of dilatation

of the nerves sent to it, from which coat evergwhare sent nerves tending towards the

mi ddl e of t helettwes13b6 This petceptbh of seedowas essential for

concerns about excess ejaculation in-gedtury antma st ur bat i o®emendvi ce. i
virile, is a fluid of the most elabate and noble production in the whole body, except that of

t he ner ves, AShortseatise ort Onanism; orptlee .Deétestable Vice of Self

Pol | u¢Laondon: érinted and sold by Fletcher and Co., 1767), 15.

"1Drake, 126.

2 |pid., 118.

113 Marten Gonosologiumé41.

Y4Stephen Freemad, New Essay on t hged(andon: E.Néwbdlyi seas e

and Mr . Pearce, [17757?] ), 20 .-nerFeejecalatienn r epeat
discussion.

Wi llis, A0f the Descripti oW lahids6ds MPoadct hee
116 H

Ibid.

"' BoerhaaveDr . Bo e,y hsaa.vemMS$o small therefore are t

Testicle like the Brain; so that there is not any red Blood toted within the Testicle, as

some Anatomists have mistakenly affirmedo (i
Smalness of this Artery will be objected, since it is very inconsiderable in proportion to the
Testicle; but the same Difficulty may be miswith respect to the Brain, since the Arteries

sent to the Encephalon are equally small, in proportion to the large Bulk of the cortical and
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substance, nervous quality, their use of animal spirits, and their interactions with the soul,
the testicles and the brain had many commonalities in the animal economy. Anticipating
later preformationist debates, Chh et on expounded how excess ani mal
preparedo in the ALabor at orSpecieda ntdo Maeg aszeiend f or pr
if or medldégamt oamn hAni mal exact | y®Thatideascodldbe t he f i r st
housed in the genital as well as in the brain created another parallel that suggested the
organs of generation had cerebral qualities. Regardless of debates about seed being created
in the brain or in the testicles, and whether in males or females, seed was a cerebrial produc

However, such analogies were not only in respect to testicles; the medically learned
also saw wombs as bralike."® The midwife Jane Sharp explained the close relationship of
the womb andthebraint The Pain of the HWandisibaglthaf fecti on wit
Head commonly, but is chiefly in the hinder part of the Head, becau¥eéaiméy being
Nervous consents with the Membranes ofBh&in, by the Membrane of the Marrow of the
Back and hence it is that Women are more subject to the-bBigatian Men are, because of
theWombt hat hol ds such af fi ni*Asidefron the wontb¢he Ner ves of
ovaries too were exceptionally nervous. As Boerh
are so intricately wove together, as to compose éheiéof the Ovarium in such a manner,
that it canscarcelyb e d e s'¢ LaiMettielofféred a mechanical perspective of the
body, describdthe role of animal spirits and nerves, and analalfize womb and the
brain!*

There were several reasons whgse late seventeentind early eighteentbentury
anatomists perceived so much likeness between these organs of generation and the brain.
The three foremost reasons for this anatomical likeness were as follows: animal spirits were
physiologically cruciato both mental and reproductive functions; natural philosophy and
medicine considered genitalia as having their own wills; cultural representations, as widely
evidenced in literature, involved several tropes associating the brain with genitalia. Relating
to the third r eas olheYarRaef Withstratks hBw maje hemitalao n 6 s

were significant metaphors for representing eighteeattiury literary creativity? Literary

medullary Substance; and therefore there is but a small Quantity of red Blood sent by those
Arteries throughthMe dul | a of t hArs MatanicaB630 Sal mon,
118 CharletonNatural History 23.

"See Muriés comparison of how Willis described
distillationdo and that s ameEnlighteanceat€yborgioccurri ng i
203.

JjaneShargffhe Compl eat Mi dwi feds Companion: or, the
(London, 1725), 200.

ZlBoerhaaveDr . BoeriMaaveds

1221 a Mettrie,Man a Machine13, 31.
123 Raymond Stephansofhe Yard of Wit: Male Creativity and Sexuality, 16500
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004).
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tropes paralleled anatomical comparisons between the genital andebatatillis, in his
explanation of the AOffices of the Brain and
the Brain all the Conceptions, Ideas, Forces, and Powerrs whatsoever both of the Rational
and Sensitive Soul are framed; and having therergatspecies and form, are produced into
a ¢ ¥*ldeas, like human seed, were subject to generéfﬁdrm.form and function, the
eighteentkcentury anatomists saw uncanny similarities between the organs of generation
and the brain.

Cerebral efforts andonditions were imprinted on the body in many ways. The
affected mannerisms of sensibility were an especially fashionable way in which mental
conditions became expressed through the body. Seed generation was another version of this
physical expression oecebral activity A common idea was that seed reflected the state of
the parentoés mind. l maginings, frights, or s
monstrous babies. Infertility was often a consequence of an unsound mind. Shaken

concentration durign coitus could drastically affect male seed. The consequence, as manifest

in Tristram Shandy, was t hat the fetus had 0
descriptond and t hat in this sad di sorderod6d state
sudden stas, or a series of melancholy dreams and fancies for nine long, long months

t o g e t*HFemale ova too were affected by nerves. Thecaittury anatomist and man

mi dwi f e, William Smelli e, described ovul ati o

thenselves so as taring theFimbria of the Fallopian tube in close contact with the ripe
Oowm¥This nervous movement was caused by the
consequence of which, ner vous ‘PHjdouldiono§ are co
any kind involved a nervous convulsion. In males, the turgency of the seed excited the

seminal passage, causing the pleasurable spasms that expelled théisErhea. t ur ges cen
of the Seed, 0 expounded Wi | | unseasoralBlelaa e ner ves
action, according to the impressions made by the Senses or the Brian; into the consent of

which present | y™ihas nolpasside farecreativeqyéneratido. bé

unfeeling.
Wi llis, AOf the ADmat oWyl loif(3684ph@P Ba ati n¢c & i n
®fWherefore it will be worth our | abour to i

these more noble faculties, and the first rise and primitive beginnings of them, as also more
curiously to consider the divers parts of the Brain, or the Organsgéovtheir

Generation. o | bid.

126 Sterne Life and Opinions3.

27william Smellie,A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Midwifé&f¥ed. (Dublin: T.

and J. Whitehouse, 1764), 68.

2% bid., 69.

Wil lis, AO0f the Descri prt.i oWi lalniddGRss BAOrod c ttihcee
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Ejaculation taxed bodies and minds more thay other normal physiological
action®®* Semen emissions launched individuals into violent convulsions, insensible stupors,
and utter ecst asy. RBsckasdananstated, thatiotherOrgasthust hat A
Venereus, the Moment before the Semeljested, the Glans and whole cavernous Body of
the Urethra are extremely turgid, so as to be ready to burst, but soon after a Convulsion
follows, and the Semen is discharged with a considerable Loss of Strength throughout the
whole Body; but in some Peoglge Corpus convernosum is not distended, whence
| mpotency, which not being easily®understood, ca
Although far more commonly discussed in reference to males, sperm production and its
physiological sequelae were not exclugimale experiences. Some physiologists thought
women al so produced sperm and had Athe same Symp
say, much greater and more ecstatick) as besides the former Extremity of Pleasure, and
height of Satisfaction, afterwardsdseess, Lassitude, Conturbation in the Countenance,
Laziness, and Cé&%Thesd synpromsfwere an expansidn ane . 0
elaboration of the weknown adag®mne animal post coitum triste @st¢jaculating seed
| owered o¥#ebs spirits.

Expulsion of sed majorly disrupted the delicate economy of animal spirits. As such
a precious substance, seed was made and lost at a premiufn ©dst. a | | secretions in
ani mal fconomy, 06 Falck mused about seed, ither e
mayjustyadd, none tAccerding ® bome authars, bidth madesl females
produced and ejaculated this precious seed. Theories that maintained only one sex made
seed allowed that the other sex had some reproductive process akin to seed creation and
ejaculation. More often it was argued that only males produced seed and females had a
parallel loss of animal spirits through menstruation. If it was proposed that only females
produced seed, then mal esd seedlamgustofsemi nal f | ui

animal spirits that jarred their animal economy upon ejaculatidtegardless of which sex

130 The composition of sperm and the physiological taxation once ejaculated. From

Aii mmoderate Copul ation, there will be an over muc
debilitating of t he AsseAmatonida 858c k Power s. 0o Sal mon,
181BoerhaaveDr . Boe,Bhaaveds

132 Salmon Ars Anatomica365. Mauriceau also thought that fensagculate seed in a

similar manner to men. Francois Mauricealh e Di seases of ,tdlemen wi t h Chi
Hugh Chamberlen (London: Andrew Bell,1¥orig. 1668), 10.

133 For a discussion of this Aristotelian phrasdiistram Shandysee Juliet McMaster,
AoUncrystalized Fl esh and BEighteahtdCentifyhe Body i n Tr
Fiction 2, no. 3 (1990): 209.

134 Falck, Venereal Diseasé4.

135 Versions of menstruation were also possible in male bodies, although that idea had

| essening credibility through the eighteenth cen
Embarrassed? Rethinking the Leaky Male Body in Eighte€etitury England and

F r a nGeader®& History23, no. 1(2010):2d 6; Gi anna Pomata, fAMenstrua
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contributed seed, the consequences of sex and reproduction for both males and females was
a detrimental loss of animal spirits, which crippled their ahieconomies and debilitated
their minds'**fi S e e d y*"\yas thecparést, most potent, and generatively powerful
substance in the animal economy and produced by the'Btaimerefore, spending seed
meant robbingd even bankrupting the coffers of the nervemind, and sout** The
economy of seed crucially defined venereal pathologies, reproductive capacities, sexual
morality, and mental wellbeing.

A decreased mental capacity was the most immediate result of ejaculation. As
Ri chard Lower 0 s lectuoes a Oxfofd in theneallyil660sidescrise, semen
discharge caused severe physiological and neurological d&fiéitSt he br ain i s t he
be weakened by, and suffer from, a discharge of semen as all the nerves are, as it were,
cheated out of themoisture and nourishment, therefore all the parts that borrow their
operations from them are thoroughly unsteadied: the eyes are dulled, hearing is impaired,
and all the lower parts of the body go limp and are less quick to move as the nerves have lost
the i r t ¥'Wvidlis autlineda hydraulic chaineaction, wherein the exceedingly

sensitive mind was cheated of its fluids and spifft.o | | owi ng Wi |l |l i sé6s con

Similarity and Difference of Genbrationsaedx es i n Ea
Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity to Early
ModernEurope ed. Valerie Finucci and Kevin Brownlee (Durham: Duke University Press,

2001), 109152. For the differences in how male and female bodies were medically
understood to respond to illness in early mo
Medical Ractice of the Sexed Body: Women, Men, and Disease in Brifiaia, 1600

1 7 4 8ocial History of Medicin&8, no. 1 (2005): -22.

1% The qualifying statement sometimes addepdst coitum omne animal triste est, sive

gallus et muliefafter sex all anima are sad except the cock and the woman] was not often

used in eighteentbentury medical writings. Dropping this exception about women may
reflect the gener al understanding that both
know if perceptions abowbcks and sex changed.

3John Pecheyf he Compl eat Mi dwi feds Practice Enl ar
Concernments of the Birth of Man Containing a Perfect Directory or Rules for Midwives

and Nurses5™ ed. (London: H. Rhodes et al., 1698), 7.

1383 Btunext to these [the Soul and animal spirits] the Sperm is the most noble, volatile, and
sublime Part or Quintessence of the Wholeélt
Spirits, than any ot her P @®hilosopbical ESsadnst ance i n
Fecundation41.

95 A I-stamding (though far from unanimous) analogy or even identity between semen

and foamy ethereal quintessence was easily extended to the whole spirit realm, so that the
same spirits oper at e ion,PhildsaphylamddMemordnd i n t he
) ikewise, Freeman described how fAthe seed n
plenty of spirits from the brain, because of the great debility and enervation that is induced

upon the brain and nerves by the too greapee n c e o f Netw Essay?B.r e e ma n ,
“llocke,Thomas ,88 | | i so6s

“25The animal spirits failing in the fountair
depauperated anMewEdssygdyY. 0o SEmeemadj ssot descr
we are ignorant, whether the animal spirits and the genital liquor, are the same thing; but
observation teaches us, as will be hereafter seen, that these two fluids have a very strict
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smal | di mensions of testicular nepimtes, William &
running throdé those e @Gradatameonby ktieandlittlekbdhev e s | descen
Testicles, and the Spirituous blood in like manner. So that after many present Copulations,
and much Emission of Seed, there will be a kind of Deficienéy Bf Quantifying this
fluid equation, the surgeon James Cooke contende
debilitates more, especially in thos% weak, than
Gli sson thought fithe was tkensgnddefectsahespiridr am of sper
than twenty times as 'fMAccondindgtd AlbvedhtvoraHallem away does.
this effect of sex fisurprisingly weéSuthens, and pr
cerebral weakening by ejaculation instantaneousfddned intellect, incited melanchdly,
and, at times, irreversibly impaired hedfthReckless wasting of seed also undermined the
constitution of those yet to be born. Falck suggestedithah e best semen, and fron
we may expect a good healthy offisyg, (if planted in a good soil) is that which is at least
twenty-four hours in collecting in a sound man; who has not abused his constitution in
repeated debaucheries of whatever kind, and which must be ejaculated with fervency, love,
and pl ¥ Baeratien and care in ejaculatiarereessential to the health of
individuals, children, and society.

The delicate relationship between ejaculation and the animal spirit economy
underpins Laqueur ése nacucroyu mtmoo fAThe sedsitwigodon tohng y . 0
genital nerves, the susceptibility of sensible bodies to fluid loss, and the mental
conseguences of ejaculation all fit moral frameworks that promoted specific kinds of sexual
behaviour. Medical tracts on generation often included nmeakages connecting
ejaculation with negative consequences, particularly mental debility. Michael Stolberg

asserts, fAFears of semen |l oss in ejaculation wer

analogy, andthelos§o t he one, or the other, produces the ¢
David TissotOnanism: or, a Treatis upon the Disorders Produced by Masturhatians.

A. Hume (London, 1766),-8.

143 3almon Ars Anatomica361.

144 Cooke,Mellificium Chirurgisg 3556.

145 Glisson,Lectures 139.

146 Albrecht von Haller quoted in TissdDnanism 58.

“AHence after the use of venery sadness follows,
the verybraini s observed to be very much weakened and t
Lectures 139.

181n his midseventeenttentury lectures, William Harvey affirmed Aristotelian notion that

semen expenditure consumed profound amounts of body ndriitoen wer e fAreduced t h
by too much unseasonabl e eBati ¢ widddveydactlresb e come fAcr e
on the Wholg48.

49 Falck, Venereal Diseases.

%0 Thomas LaqueutSolitary Sex: A Cultural History of Masturbati§New York: Zone

Books, 2003), 206.
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in the eighteenth centufy’ Indeed, these medical/mbncerns about sexuality
corresponded to the onanism movement that emerged in theentisry. Much earlier than
Laqueur 6s account begins, |l sbrand van Diemer
of Womeno warned how 0temima thousdadrMiseries, endnvaté i nv o
Men a thousand manners of ways, by means of which weak and feeble Women triumph over
the strongest of Men. Parts which have ruine
Emperors, made wise Men Fools, deceived the Leasaetliced the Prudent, thrown the
Sound into most shameful Distempers, impoverished the Rich, and vanquished the stoutest
Her wifs™@i emer broeckodés hyperbolic and misogyn
reproductive organs hinges on the enervating effieséx.

Later writers, such as the author@ania; Or, the Heinous Sin of S&lbllution
(1716), who is almost certainly John Martéhalso emphasized how sex negatively affected
the nervesOnaniai ncl uded confessional lheot teearcsh fi mg mrtd
themselves bVy'anii soRghltut ihen adhefirstyodrgy medi c al
selffpol l uter complained that his ASpirits are
and as my Business is studying, at Saefsigsmy Brain £ems weak and as it were
numboéd, so that | c"®aThié moralizayneedical advicee ar Thought
significantly reinforced the social implications of the physiology of sex, nerves, and animal

spirits in the miekighteenth century. Marten connectedoiuntary ejaculation with certain

behaviours: those who have Atoo high or 1|ibe
frequent corresponding or setting their Thought¥enerealOb j ect séas wel | as
are of Scorbutick, Hypochondriackand Madah o | i ck Consti tuti ons, é 0|

their Youth too much or excessdéneryand manual Violence dtriction.6'>° Here Marten

al so related inappropriate ment al activities
that impress upon the mindjrlys such as novels or erotic imag¥st the centre of these

worries about mental and physical influences and behaviours were the animal spirits, which

sustained every such experience and tended to involve the organs of generation.

BIMi chael Stol ber g, -Pdlwtion, Adxietyaahdythe Badyireth Se | f
Ei ght e e nt SociaCHistoty ofiMediciné3, no. 1 (2000): 4.

%2|sbrand van Diemerbroeckh e Anat o my o f, traHsu Wiliam S&@nood i e s é
(London: Edward Brewster, 1689), 154.

133 L aqueur convincingly argues that this treatise was authored by John Marten. See also
Mi chael S t-Polluboe, Mgral Rdio8re dndl the Venereal Trade: Notes on the
Sources and Historical Context©hania( 1 7 1JéUrnal @f the History of Sexuali®, no.

1/2 (2000): 3761.

134 Onania; Or, the Heinous Sin of S&bllution, and All Its Frightful Consequences, in

both Sexes, Considered, with Spiritual and Physical Ad#fted. (London, 1718), 44.

%% |bid., 47.

156 Marten,Gonosologium34.

157 See Harvg, Reading Sext5-9; Laqueur Solitary Sex39-49.
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Moral-physiologies als informed depictions of sexual scenarios in-nwedical
works®®fiOne notable example i s WBefoteandAfter Hogarthos of
series. Initially commissioned in 1730 by the MP John Thomson and another soon after by
the Duke of Montagu, this series starts with a male suitor assertively presenting his sexual
desire to a hesitant young female. The second séétee, shows the postoital outcome.
According to historian Jenny Ugl ow, Hogarth inte
senseodo along with f¥Homaver dhereddcermidmorah t hi s series.
ambiguities that Hogarth raises, such as the innocence of the ferhale Reter Wagner
considers as questionable, because the beauty marks she wears in the engraved version
signify sexual promiscuityf°
The series painted for Montagu (figs3 and1.4) *** has several hints as to the
physiological underpinnings of this sexpabgression. IiBefore t he sui tor 6s codpi ec
central, emblazoned in red, plush breeches (not unlike those Uncle Toby wore for his
advance upon Widow Wadman). His sexual voraciousness is evidenced by the bulge in his
trousers and mirrored by the exaitent of the lapdodf? Like the toppling boudoir furniture
and toilette item$®®both the male and female have upset interiors, with spirits, juices,
reason, and sense disordered by the flurry of passions. The denouement shibernnas
the red powder bodashed upon the floor and a mirror shattered, both of which possibly
suggest the rupture of the maidends chastity. Li
spirits and mental states are thoroughly dishevelled. He, in particular, confusedly struggles
with his trousers. His affect is blank as he gazes mindlessly into the corner of the picture,
mouth ajar, and seemingly dumbstruck. He suffers from total inanition.
Between the several versions of this series there are major differences. For instance,

Thomsondés commi ssions are outdoor scenes whereas

18 Faramerz Diabhoiwalaobsey A Even | i bertines themselves shar
between lust and degeneracy. For all its bravado about male sexual conquest, libertine

writing about sex is notablybsessed with the insatiability of women and the emasculating

effects of sexual e X The Grigins of SéxaA Historg of the A b h o i wal a,
Sexual RevolutiofLondon: Allen Lane, 2012), 150.

159 Jenny UglowHogarth: A Life and a Worl@London: Faber & Faber, 2002), 178.

10 peter WagneiReading Iconotexts: From Swift to the French Revolutiemdon:

Reaktion Books, 1995), 111.

'®11n theBiographical Anecdotes of Wiliam Hogatho hn Ni chol s wrote that a
vicious nobl eman, whose name deserves no commemo
supposedly commissioned this painting and its compadiber, John Nichols,

Bi ographical Anecdo(fadon:printedWydd foriJaNichold,o gar t h é

1781), 94.

3 Dogs were the traditional symbol of fidelity,
excitement. o N. F. Lowe, AThe Meaning of Venerea
The Secret Malady: Venereal Disease in Eighte€rentury Britain and Franceed. Linda

E. Merians (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1996), 176.

%% See Ibid., 169.
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womanoés bedcbandllbeMontégidisg p.ai nti ngs had a young
rather subdued and simple bedchamber whereas subsequent prints, such as those made in
1736, included more hinting objects and featured a slightly older male suitor donning a wig
(figs. 1.7 and1.8). Yet, all versions offter show the same vacant expression in the
gentl emanbés face. Ronal d Paul son notes that
become very reil a brick red as if from heat exhaust@oand his trousers are open,
revealing the pubic hair and a penis inflat  t o ma t ‘& This kind of génigataad. 0
facial parallel was the same as that concerning blushes and erections. Blushing in erotic
literature paired tender reactions or emotions with sexual physical responses. Although in
the different versionstted vent ur er 6s stance chang-es, he is
kneed, shaken, and comparatively irresolute. This outcome of a sexual foray was a version
of what Nicholas Rowe describedThe Fair Penitent

To die with joy, and straight to live again,

Speetless to gaze, and with tumultuous trangpdft
A voyeuristic account iffanny Hillc ame even c¢cl oser fAsoshedowas t hds
deliciously embalmed by an injection, of which we could easily see the signs in the quiet,
dying, languid posture of herttaso furious driver, who was stopped of a sudden breathing
short, panting, and, for t H%FonatHaslam, gi vi ng u
suggested that Hogarth made fus'¥andifindeed pect s
appears that Hogartthowed the moral turpitude of sex through the physiological ideas of
that era. The gentlemands mind has been robb

leaving him in a sleeping, pesbital daze just like his animal counterpart in the séethe

lapdogComment i ng on the engraved version, Ugl ow
mar khAgigtotleld, i s O6Omne Ani mal Post -cital satinesss Tr i st e
seems genuine, a true re§iHotgaad Héomimdmeasa a ph

on sexuality are implied through physiognomic details, coupling gesture and expression with
spirits and semeli® The Aristotelian detail emphasizes the physical cause of the
gentl emanbés depression; yet 9 espatigllythehossof ol ogi ¢

seed and animal spiriswere inextricable from moral meanings.

%4Ronald PaulsorHo gar t hés GB%a fLondon: Riint Roam, 1989), 219.

Salmon pink might be more accurate than brickfe i n regards to the boy
%5 Nicholas RoweThe Fair Peniten{London: Edward Arnold, 1969 [orig. 1703]), IV, 37.

186 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 152.

" Fiona HaslamFrom Hogarth to Rowlandson: Medicine in Art in Eightee@#ntury

Britain (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 1996), 2. Haslam further describes this series
ashwi thin the framework of his O6Modern Mor al
of 6High Art. 60

188 Yglow, Hogarth, 180.

189 See HaslanHogarth to Rowlandsaqr®.
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But Ho BeloreantAter were notthe only erotic productions to express
physiological details about sex in terms of animal spirits and sensibility. Rather, many
literary works also depicted sexual events using those physiological Tahea¥/orks of the
Earls of Rochester, Roscommon, BayL.c.that Edmund Curll published early in the
century was bound with a collection of bawdy works called Cabinet of Lovavhich
included AThe Delights of Venus. 0 References to
this poem, although these phylsigical terms were censored in the same manner as other
|l ewd words |ike ficockd and ficudt'®dhepobmn ch were |
employs a standard erotic narrative, in whiclegperienced woman, Tullia, givasvirgin
maid detailed sexual aite. Tullia recalls her weddingight when her betrothed, Cad,
stripped her naked. She fAblushdéd, but yet my Thoa
| aiSolon after, Tubsol ardesoownads uditdkésthhis s again. C
cuefromths f |l ori d response and furthers their sexual
unt o dlii §1' S'eAfter @fewdgaculations, Calls A But | andaoilds hed poor
do no more: /| Thoo not f dtHewmecovetshiosexuaVi | | , but wan
capacitism fiwi t h Confections and a widwdsndgt Mi nd, 6 whii
i nc | ¥*fmhese strdiggles between the mental desire to copulate and bodily limitations
again reflect an understanding of sex grounded in an economy of animal spirits.
Ar ms t r acantlrg poetic guide to sekxhe Oeconomy of Loyalso relied on
the idea of a fluid economy sent in to tumult by sexual arousal and left languid and flat by
ejaculation.
Credit these Signs. The Boy may wrestle, when
Night-working Fancy steals him toeer Arms
Of Nymph oft wishodd awake; and o6mid the Rage
Of the soft Tumult, every turgid Cell
Spontaneous disembogues its lucid Store,
Bland and of azure Tinct. Nor envy Thou

"3 The Delights of Venus, 0 i mMheWbrkseoftt@&drls net of L o\
of Rochester, Roscommon, Dorset,&".ed. (London: E. Curll, 1714).

! |bid., 147.
172 pjd.
1 bid., 152. AThe young fell ow Hiatdlysprangt di smount

up, with all the vigour of youth, derived no doubt from her late refreshment, and making him

sit down, began in her turn to kiss him, to pat and pinch his cheeks, and play with his hair,

all which he received with an air of indifference aIness that showed him to me much

altered from what he was whenFanHlb63r st went on t

"fDelights of Venus, 0 152. For a similar trope,
Ki sses, t oThe Qum for the Spleén( Neiwrt ast | e ,0 k167s6 9)i:f el Myn p t
shall be spent, / You shall die with transcending blissés The devil 6s indt i f no

not content.o (38).
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Waking Fruition, while such happy Dreams

Visit thy Slumbers; liveliest then the Tolu

Thrills to the Brain, with all Sensations else

Unshaken, unseducédd The Maid demands

The Dues oWenus when the parting Breasts

Wanton exuberant and tempt the Touch,

Pl umpdéd with rich Moisture from the finis

Redundant now: For late the shogtTubes

Drank all the Blood the toiling Heart could pdtt,
Cleland also depicteit he dej ecti on of spirit and fl esh,
ejaculation:’®*He descri bed t hese'mmantpitomse @t ma Mg u amn,
dieaway mdhfetnot ,edx pire i n®anfimgohyy offanhokssadi o
generally, the fAsympt o%Theimpactanthe anjmalepgitsandg pl e
constitution was such that it cau¥ed fApantin

Ejaculation vas not the only possible destiny for seed: semen was also circulated
back through the body, eliciting beneficial physiological and psychological effects.
Boerhaave had the moesntt rtyo isnatyo acbioructu Isaetmeonnd.s |
the Semenmait return and cir c®anadt et,hatth oiutg hfi nvuesrty bse
again by invisible Vei n®EssentalyRhelbodydriedto on as i
mai ntain constant | evels of semen. Wheen seme
whol e Habit, wherein it produces andse wonde
sustained a“®Theaslet iwodtdaré ud Changesodo were s
characteristics that arose in puberty: new hair growth, a lowered voice, and increased body

mass However, Boerhaave al so noted that t his

175 3ohn ArmstrongThe Oeconomy of Loy8" ed. (Dublin, 1742), 5.

176 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 202.

7 Ipid., 161.

8 pid., 69.

179 bid.

180 |pid.

¥l |pid., 157.

182 bid.

183 |bid.

184BoerhaaveDr . Boe,6haaveds

%5 |pid., 52.

¥pid,596 0. fAThe Testicle |ikewise seems to | ab
masculine Habit; 0 AT hgaed fortthe @ropgdation df the Spexiest i c | e
yet a great Part of the seminal Fluid prepared in the Testicle, is returned into the Mass of

Bl ood for preserving the I ndividuum. o | bid.,
'¥7|bid., 68.
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Mi n'f@and made Athe I nclinati d®hThisideAwastaken Mi nd. . . mo
to herculean extremes by another authol: f any man i s nhistseeggheof use i n |
becomes strong, courageous, and bold, nor is he afraid to encounter ever wild animals; the
prudent and temperate among t heSeedeosld | ers give t
also be absorbed and circulated in a body other than that pisidhced it. Following
coitus, male seed could be taken up by uterine 8
habit. Moods, passions, and the strength of the mind, both in the short and long term, were
profoundly affected by the economy of seed. Thfodescribing the circulation, expense,
and effects of both seed and animal spirits medics explained sexual difference, behaviours,
and experiences.
Ab Ovo or Homunculi: Gender Politics in Conception and Gestation Theories

Notions of sexual differendefluenced not only ideas about how seed affected both
male and females bodies, but also discussions about which sex actually produced seed. This
controversy as to whether one sex or both sexes created seed harked back to the split
bet ween Ardsesedttlledcr v AseeddButGstinguishing the ralecof
each sex became imminently important following the discovery of mammalian eggs, or ova,
in the midseventeenth century and then again following the discovery of animalcules,
particularly spam, nearer the close of that century. Discussions about conception were
formative to gender politics, and not only for learned medical men. New theories that arose,
including preformationism, epigenesis, ovism, and spermism, responded to situations,
anxietes, and ideals specific to early eighteecgimtury British culture. Some natural
philosophers, physicians, and anatomists saw themselves at the heart of defining human
generation and the sexes. These medical enquiries and pursuits significantly idfluence
eighteentkcentury gender definitions and widened the sacikbural authority of medical
discourse. A defining feature of these medical debates about gender, sex, seed, and
reproductive roles was the open and varied opinions that were raised. Whiksspand
ovism may suggest extremely polemical views on sex and generation, the varied range of
possibilities and regular movement of opinions between these positions actually reveal how
flexible categories of sex were at this time. That flexibility was ahore generally
characteristic of the culture and physiology of sensibility.

Conception was at the crux of gender issues within generation discussions. As

def i ned by CdéncdptionoAmpregnatior is thieé immediatéormationor

188 |hid., 60

19 |bid.

19 Aretaaus, of Cappadocidretsaus,Consi st i ng qtransEJorm MoffatBo o k s é
(London: J. Walter and W. Richardson, [17857]), 226.
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vivificationoft h e % Wharsas gestation was indisputably the province of mothers,

the parental contributions to conception were equivocal. Patrilineal traditions encouraged
Ari stotelian conception theories, wher ein
womb a nourishing bed. According to the horticultural metaphors that dominated pre
modern seed theories, the womb was fertile soil in which the seed, whether male or
combined female and male, were planted. This metaphor fell by the wayside as anatomists
increasingly abandoned figurative language in favour of technical and precise descriptions.
Yet, horticultural tropes evidently blended with new theories and experiments, such as those
on eggs, which gave rise to discussions of human generation in termalmdtion:* Those
discoveries of female ova and male sperm further perpetuated deviation from the
Aristotelian system and horticultural metaphors. Nonetheless, midwifery texts and medical
advice manuals continued to employ this more readily understood Fopexample, Jane

S h a rTpedidwives Bookl671) blended that horticultural trope with the {8eed theory:

iTr ue Conc ewheénithe 8eed o§both Beres is good, and duly prepared and cast
into the Womb, as into fruitful Ground®’ Like most seenteenthand eighteenticentury

authors, Sharp designated the womb as essential to conception. But, once eggs and sperm
were visually observed, older seed theories became complicated, problematized, and either
reconfigured or just discarded.

In the 1775 translation of hig€lements of Anatomy and the Animal Oeconomy
Claude Person | amented how the philosopher
and his imagination often supplies that which he so eagerly wishes to discover, but which is
destinel per haps never 'Hicrdsepioobsereatiohseand speculatoism. o
catalyzed new debate about seed. How conception occurred had three possibilities. The first
foll owed Galendés theory and suggesdirendart hat
equal part$?* The second possibility was reasoned by the sixteanth seventeenth

¥ 30hn AitkenPr i nci pl es ,#%d. (Edirburgh,f1286M%1.6

5 The Semen is formed rather by | nowba&ti on
BoerhaaveD r . B 0 e,50 Acaovdim@ts Smellie, Marcello Malpighi was seen as the
greatest contributor to incubation theories for generation. Smklliegatise 68.

¥JjaneSharpffhe Mi dwi ves Book, or, The ({@ndohie Art

Simon Miller, 1671), 9 2.Natwrkl Condeptibthen,Néadhe b r ay 6 s

first principal Action, and peculiaFunctionof the WOMB, in duly commixing and
fomenti ng t he MapandNomaind JScERED ShhaoHelmaleaPhysician,
Containing all the Diseases Incident to that Sex, in Virgins, Wives, and Widomgon,
1724), 83. Maubray goes on to discuss horticultural metaphors, such as Sharp used.
194 0lder notions associated with the ese=dandtwo-seed theries, such as conception
happening seven hours after insemination, were also called to question.

19 Claude PersorElements of Anatomy and the Animal Oecondraps. Samuel Foart
Simmons (London: J. Wilkie, 1775), 2565

1% Salmon maintained this view frs Anatomicg357) as did Diemerbroeck and
Mauriceau irDiseases of WomefO.
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century discovers of mammalian eggs and retained by ovists, who contended that fetal
rudiments were held in the ovaries and stimulated, fecundated, or ferrhgntede semen.
The third model, promoted by late seventearghtury observations of animalcules,
supposed that females had eggs that nourished and males had sperm that contained fetal
rudiments, such as pexistent homunculi, which theory was called spiem?® Whether in
spermist or ovist doctrines, contention also surrounded the nature of germ material included
in the seed. Specifically, did the germ material have a perfect human form, as
preformationists purported, or did fetal form progressively emieoge disorganized germ
material following conception? As Person described, the imagination supplied the details of
the natural philosopherdos and anatomi stds obs
cases, that imaginative input followed from predomir@iltural concerns and anxieties of
that period.
In particular, patrilineal anxieties blatantly influenced preformationist sperfifsm.
Major contributors to preformationist discourse included Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, Jean
Astruc, and Nicolas HartsoekEF.The existence of animalcules was of such moment that
Boerhaave all owed that AThese Ani macul es have
have been able to see with thé&iFackkgres by t he

197 Spermists include Leeuwenhoek, Swammerdam, and de Graaf, with Aristotle and his
followers often considered to be of this opinion as well. For summaries of these contending
systems, see AitkeRrinciples 42-3; PersonElements2568; Pierre DionisA General

Treatise on Midwife ( London: A. Bel | et al ., 1719), 67.

Rudiments of all human Kind were contained in@haria of Eve and those who maintain
the contrary Sentiment, hold, that they were all contained iB¢hgerof Adamo J o h n
Astruc, A Treatise of the Venereal Disease, in Six Boo&ss. William Barrowby (London,
1737), 1: 332.

198 For a biographical history of preformationists and spermists, see®imteiaThe Ovary
of Eve Joseph Needham, History of Embryolog(Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1934)Shirley RoeMatter, Life, and Generation: ¥8Century Enbryology and the
Haller-Wolff Debate(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 19813tthewCobb,
Generation: The Seventeer@renturyScientists WhtJnravelled theSecrets of Sex, Life,
and Growth(London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2006); aBlizabeth Gaskingnvestigations
into Generation, 1651828(Baltimore: Johns Hopkingniversity Press, 1967).

199 pinto-Correia has discussed these figureShie Owary of Eve Jan Swammerdam could
also be considered a preformationist. However, Peter Bowler has argued that Swammerdam

was not; yet, based on SwamméhedBaokd Batuckkb ser vat i
would contend otherwise. Jan Swammerdahg Boolof Nature trans. Thomas Flloyd. ed.
John Hill (London, 1758) . For Bowlerdés point

see his APrefexn mdteinere amd three Seventeenth Cent
Journal of the History of Biolog¥ (1971): 221-44. An interesting note is that John Hill

edited the English translation of Swammer damod
with theoretical writings on generation.

“Boerhaaveds continued comments rdngggest the |
ani malcules had in affirming their existence:
HartsoekerandLewenhoeckoncerning the Origin of the Discovery, is no small
Confirmation of theDMruBhemddiadhedExperi ment . o
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observed t hat fthisdiquid beang ahimasatiththe irgénimus Mr.
Leevenhock gained the reputation of discovering little tadpoles in the seed, by the help of a
microscope; which notion was so far improved by him and his followers, that they gradually
discovered these anancula, to be actual man in miniature; nay more amazing, they
pretended to di st i nd%Gharles Nicholas JentyfafPanigirecht s exes
surgeon and Londebased anatomy lecturer made famous for his anatomical texts
illustrated by Jan vaRymsdyk?**was initially apprehensive about animalcule theories. But,
like many of his contemporaries, Jenty dismissed these apprehensions after using a
microscope to view myriads of swimming animalcules. Visually beholding such fanciful
miniature animals struck mgrsuch empiricists with bewildering implications, especially
relating to generation.

With Leeuwenhoekd6s and Hartsoekerds exper
keenly peering through microscopes at semen, intent on discovering the nature of male seed.
In a 1757 publication about human anatomy and physiology, Jenty offered a pdyticula
convincing account of animalcules in semen:

Here follows the Fact.

He received human Semen in cold fair Water, at its immediate Exit

from the Urethra, wherein he saw distinctly, even without the Assistance of

Gl asses, a whit e paketand$luid MatterntiseiHead ofn g o f an

which was larger than the rest of the Body by one Third#art.
Thisdoitty our sel f experiment by an unnamed physic
t he Generation of the Human S&petatthessmed The ac
physician found fetuses in the semen of several quadrupeds, especially in a specimen from
an ass, wherein he could fAeasily discern a v
floating in a di a?fWheseacutshsegvations oftheduriollsi qui d. o
physician acted as incontestable proofs fAtha
Fitus ready formed; and that the M&Thati x of t
seeing animalcules in semen and then concluttiagonly males retained the valuable role

of seed carriers can be interpreted in two ways. As Oscar Kenshur distisguishe

201 Falck, Veneeal Disease51.

2jJentyods |ife is otherwise obscure.

293 Jenty,A Course 320.

% Ibid., 321.

] bid. Boerhaave came t o aiqusrifoondinthe concl usi c

medullary Part of the Testicle in the Epididymis, Vas deferens, and seminal Vesicles, being

diluted soon after Death withiarm Water and viewed by the best Microscopes, appears to

contain innumerable small living Animacules, of an oblongifggvith a Tail, like Eels,
Sswimming up and down in the Liquor. o He cont
Ani mal cul es of the Male Semen contbai n the fu
Boer hat8veds
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ii deol ogi cal essentialismd would dictate that ir

observation would necessarily lead to such mpaidleging conclusions whereas

ii deol ogi cal contextualismd would suggest that t
subsequent interpretations were partly products of circumst¥ica Jent y6s case, the
exclusion of other i nvkudesinfgmatefludsandtoeb ser vati ons o

imaginative sightings of the miniature ass both indicate the influence of ideological
contextual i sm. I n ot her words, Jentyods patriline
cultural and personal influences.
Several critis dismissed preformationists as little more than Laputian projectors. As

one such critic, John Needham upbraided ovist and spermist preformationists for applying
old theories onto new microscopic discoveries. For him, it was ludicrous to maintain the
seedégg paradigm when animalcules could be found on every surface and in every
substance. Needham criticized spermist preformationists for inadequately demonstrating
fithat the original Embryo was r é&@Bhsedoncontai ned i
his uriversal observance of animalcules, Needham expounded his new system as follows:

| suppose alsemerof any kind to be an exalted Portion of animal or

vegetable Matter, secreted from the Aliment of every generating Subject,

when it is adult, and no furth€emand is made for its Increase and

Growth; this | suppose to be endued with a proportionable vegetative

Force; to be various in various Circumstances, and heterogeneous in

different Subjects; but to be uniform in it Productions, when it falls into a

proper Matrix, where it finds Matter to assimilate, of a Quality and in a

Quantity sufficient to form that specific BeiRY.
Notabl vy, Needhamds theory suggests semen was hnot
kind of fAgener ati ngerSeuabsj etchted fteomae neidts sweoendb. rVéhma i
matrix, a male contribution was reduced to that of a mechanical animalcule strainer. This
paradigm was completely contrary to spermist models wherein male contribution was
foremost. Regarding his observationseilgam noted a debt to his friend Mr. Hill, who
suppl i ed NeeQktmaond wa tChogitihne hi s own Houseo al ong

about seedhfused preparatiors?

2% Oscar Kenshuilemmas of EnlightenmerStudies in the Rhetoric and Logic of
Ideology( Ber k1l ey : Uni versity of California Press, 19
Essentialism. o0
27 John Needhan©bservations upon the Generation, Composition, and Decomposition of
Animal and Vegetable Substan¢esndon, 1749), 7.
208 (i
Ibid., 49.
% bid., 18.
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As a blend of empirical observation, seed theory, gender anxieties, and sensational
imaginative projection, animalculist theories were irresistible fodder for safffsts.
Some writers, like John Hill, appealed against the authoritative position on gender politics
suddenly occupied by anatomists. iofidmlands r el a
even to his friend Needham was often that of a @itiB.u b | i s he d iLucinal 750 , Hi |
Sine Concubitsatirically attacked preformationism, animalcule theories, and mid
eighteentkcentury natural philosophy. Written under the nom de plunfédcdiham
Johnson and selling for a shillingjcinai s a mock | etter to the Roy
mere physical Account of human S%Andgingand t he
natural philosopher, Abraham Johnson discovers generation is sinmgiofeng,
preformed animalcules in westerly winds being deposited in female wombs. Johnson makes
an experiment using his chambermaid and some isolated animalcules; his findings affirm his
theory. Such a discovery has vast repercussions according t@dobastards may not
mean female infidelity, sexual intercourse and matrimony are redundant, and females can be
inseminated in his own clinic and en masse. Acutely aware and vehemently critical of
generation debates, Hi | | idus thepraed aboutamale seediamda | | y
particul arl y s p-asstramer hbdoaldidinaaisé lampovadow Willis
likenedspirit distillation to the creation of animal spirits and in relation to generadionl | 6 s
character Johnson pondeiisw h e t h doubled © 8 tCihlill&ddd en, who pass t|

seminal Vessels of both Sexes in the old way of Generation, are not of course more healthy

and vigorous, than your singtei s t i | | B*dracts tikeLacnacheckid the

reductionist tendencéeof seed theories, and criticized gender claims in those theories. So

did erotic literature. As CHllld,thisprotifie®esd ngl y i
you spilléd, / An | nf af*Sychmideighteentheerfusyt or bor n

literary mocking muted the open speculation and candid postulations about seed and
conception that natural philosophers, physicians, and anatomists were voicing.

Li ke Hi APhdosophical BEssay pn Fecundatiportrayed gender bias in
conceptiontheoi es as ridiculous. The author rightl)

some Physicians, and other Philosophers, (of the minute class, we presume) who pretend,

?1%Notable satires on preformationism include Vincent Miller [psedhé ManPlant
(London, 1 7Bstam;ShaBdy e d o b d.ikiai sind Gorscubit(London,
1750) ; a nMicrothédag1@se)rwhid was translated in part by Tobias Smollett.
2" For a further account of Hill see George Rousseau, introductibinetd.etters and

Papers of Sir John Hill, 1724775(New York: AMS Press, 1982). See George Rousseau,
nSexual Knowl edge: rBdospevemi $eclokks@y Repnd
Cultural History of the Human Body: In the Enlightenment Carole Reeves (London:
Berg Publishers, 2012), 54L.

2L2Hill, Lucina, 3.

2 bid., 456.

“ADelights of Venus, o6 150.
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that the Femal®vahave nothing essential in them; and that they are of no other Use or

Moment, in the Business of Generation, than to serve as a (Nahey Harbour, or Bed,

for the Mal e S Ehisargumentias againstiadsigning apassive position

for females since eighteentientury understandings of the animal economygieded both

maleandfemale organs of generation as extremely sensitive, nervous, and activé’parts.

Therefore, the author reasoned, the womb and egg were also infused with active animal

spirits. The same authbror t hr i ght | y ar gu eale atdiFentale.fisreloe Seed of
equal necessity, Use, and | nffandwesindeeel, t o t he Bus
fimuch of t hd&é®Osharaehordlgave biased. or gergivileging arguments

about generation,asdida Met t r i e: fi B jedt, and say,¢hatsv@must wi | | ob
suppose both sexes to have an equal share in generation, otherways, say they, how could we

account for that surprising likeness there is in children, sometimes to the father, and at other

ti mes t o ?°Unsurprisinglyhlealsé described sex difference in terms of nerves

and sensibility. While recognizing the influence of education in creating gender inequality,

La Mettrie assertedthatl n t he f air sex, t he soul adapts itse
thence flow hat tenderness, that affection, those lively sentiments founded rather upon

passion than reason; and in fine, those prejudices and superstitions whose impression is so

hard to be effaced. Man, on the contrary, whose brain and nerves participate ofriredirm

215 Philosophical Essay on Fecdatonn, 11. See Henry Brackenés descri
Animalcule was lodged in the Seed of the Male or the Fe@wadeis a matter of

controversy; and the Arguments on both Sides leave this without Question, That the Female

Ovum is a proper Nidus fohé Animalcule in the Male Seed; and there are such prodigious

Numbers of little Creatures, like so many Tadpoles, swimming every way in the Male Sperm

of all Animals, as is realllyhea Miedwi faenaz i ng Si gh
CompanionLondon, 1737) 1 2 ; iBut others said that the Grourt
Parts is Seed, and the Woof or Superstructure blood, supposing that there are two material
Principles of the body: Seed and blood. Which Opg
introduction toBartholinus Anatomy fiThe probabl e Conjecture, as to
Fitus, is; that it is produced, under a fluid Fo
Concourse of the Blood secreted by the Testicles, and that of the animal Spirits, which,

during the Act of Coition, rush into the said Vesicles, by a Mechanism like that which has
concurred to the I ncrease of the Parts of the in
into the Matrix, is immediately nourished there by the Semen of the&emal Aent vy,

Course 316-7.

For a description, as anatomists often offered,
Yard in Shape, Situation, Substance, Erection, and differs from it only in Length and

Bi gness, disgersaryl&ar t h,

1" philosophi@l Essay on Fecundatio#4.

' pid., 7. The aut hor Qvawhich Womensontrilutetbéha cr i be how
Work of Generation, have and Essence altogether as noble, subtil, volatile, and important, as

the Sperm of Mano (arduments fodthe pdrtisiatios af ferpalesie s | on
generation (46).

219 _a Mettrie,Man a Machine80.
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of all the solids, has his mind, *aghlywel | as
gendered accounts of generation were coupled with similar physiologies of nerves.

Late seventeenttand early eighteentbentury theories about generati@ariously
privilege one sex as the sole contributor to
observations from animal husbandry so plainly showed othef@iSaeorizing about how a
female egg and male sperm interacted in conception remaingiflymygs In an enthusiastic
mo ment , Needham fancifully described how Aim
admitting one, exclusive of every other spermatic Animal. Happy the first of these minute
Beings that could take Possession of this littld, @eld shut the Door against contending
Mi | | *%Likesmany natural philosophers, Needham was astounded at the droves of
minute animalcules involved in conception. His imaginings of the event reflected the older
theories of an active, if not, violent neadeed assaulting the passive female &&&ien the
ardent defender of equal contributions by bo
Ova are actually torn to Pieces,?*Fatparated,
anonymous autemomebtsfcanception wasfa whirhsical combination of
romanti cs, mechani cs, and personification: f
should see Ten thousaAdimalculsgsuppose them so ma@upidg of the different Sexes,
thod of t he ma@theanosEBgrdert ane \dolent boaekogether; till at length,
tirdd with the Conflict, perhaps, or having
incorporated with each other, they unite and combine, and so constitutes but one Heart, one
Soul, o#®whBbdyneégot i at®lnege uvae nvhreoyedksd se gagrsi, ma |l ¢
the doctrine of animal spirits, migighteentkcentury discussions of seed threw the gender

politics of that group of learned men into relief. Even the unnamed supporter of equality

220 i

Ibid., 14.
?2LFor the seventeentAnd eighteentisentury investigations into, theories about, and
publications on ani mal bar peteedri nfigG e nseerea tN i ocnh oal na
Mar ket: the Background to Ani mal Breeding in

inLi ke Engendoéring Like: Heredity and Ani mal
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986)539Russellnt ed t hat #Apref orr
and preexistent theories would have been untenable if any serious reference had been made

to the evidence from biparent al heredityo (4
222 Needhambservations4-5.

fThe Male Sperm is... tdDsumiuoutsiyatal Voi ce: For
Quarterd rushes violently into its Por@sand, in like manner as Water acts upon Sugar and
Salt, it dissolves it byhibsopbieakEissayont he Cohesi
Fecundation 19.

224 |bid., 18.

?2% |bid., 167.

223 Out si def ooufn dheids oivlils m, destined to have an
on generation had only a very modest success. He was considered merely one Aristotelian
among ma n Yife BcieRtgsgpe r ,
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betweemmale and female seed tended towards descriptions of a docile egg and an active
swarm of sperm, Awh®¥ch skip and play about. o
Although theories about seed often privileged one sex or the other, most
seventeenthand eighteenticentury medical writers agrédehat the nervous qualities of
genitalia applied to both sexes. For males and females, being sensible to pleasure and
experiencing nervous responses in the genitals was requisite for conG&idhs
insisted that fAwhat evleouttheVVeneseal acssasowadtothet i on i s ma
influence of the Spirits through these Nerves. In Men the delightful provision of the Genital
humor, and in Women the no less pleasant reception of the same depends on the action of
t hose *fshortlyafter, Bodaraave reiterated Willisés descrip
convulsions, and conception but in more detail and by adding animalcules.
The Male Semen therefore replete with living Animalcules, excited or
enlivened considerably by intense Heat, and perhaps a lavgefflnimal
Spirits, being thrown with a considerable Force through the Mouth of the
Womb, now more relaxed or open, and the Valves of its Neck, as well as
those of the Uterus itself, being now more loose, turgid, and in a manner
slightly inflamed is likewise more plentifully supplied with it moistening
Lymphand animal Spirits; while the nervous Papillee in the wrinkled
Furrows of the Vagina, being tickled by Attrition; the Uterus is by that
means soon after thrown into a convulsBa@ntraction in which keing
heated and agitated, the Ovaonveyednto it, receives an incredible small
living Animalcule, through the then dilat&bresof the glandular
Membrane of the Ovum; which is thereupon retained in the Womb,
enlarged, and grows or adheres to somelRaits Placenta, while the rest
and les vivid Animalcules are suffocated: and thus is Conception
performed->°
Conception involved animal spirits, lust, sensations, excitement, and genital movements. It

also depended on the will.

22" philosophical Essay on Fecundatijéh

“FWhen a Man and a Woman (and the like in all ot
together, and are determindd in the amorous Cong
Pathics Yiz. Women, and other Females) ressent in the said Act of Coition, puts the whole

Fabric of the Womb, and all its circumjacent Parts, into a violent Agitation, or momentary

Co n v u | Rilosophicad Essay on Fecundatidi. The author continues to describe

how dall the Nerves and Fibres of the said Part
I n consequence of this violent Titillation, lrri
Wi Il lis, AO0f the Descriptiow kahidstsEPoadct hee Ner \
20BperhaaveDr . Boe,l3Baaveods
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Conception requiredlovedn desi re. Therefore, AWomen, o
published &te seventeenttentury midwifel ane Shar p, Aisel dom or nev
t hey ar e®Eveninithe mieighteénth century, Jenty explained that for
conception to occur copulation needed to exc
the very sensible and tender Parts which lie within the Contiguity of the external Opening of
theVagha, after the same Ma’¥iThegenemlsaccepmncediser ved
these requisite mutual sensations, responses, and mental participations not only situated
conception and generation within the confines of marriage, but also established canceptio
as a moment of sexual volition and personal agency for both sexes. As will and pleasure
were necessary for conception, those with illegitimate babies were often suspected of either
wilful adultery or premarital sex. Whereas arousal, intercourse, andagjan could be
involuntary, conception required the will. This view of conception as an act of the will
depended upon nerves moving animal spirits, feelings, desires, and seed between the mind
and groin.

Conclusion

Anatomical observations and cultueaixieties melded together, producing a
physiol ogical understanding of generation th
external world and close connection to the mind. Medical investigators described intricate
nervous routes that allowed fibwid economies to flow between the mind and genitalia.

These connections explained processes of generation, such as seed creation, conception, and
developing adult sex characteristics. They also explained sexual experiences, such as lapses

into tremors odazes and spells of melancholy or stupidity following orgasm and

ejaculation. Physiological descriptions of how sex and reproduction affected the body and

mind through the actions and qualities of animal spirits were adopted for depictions in
sentimentahovels, satirical tracts, and erotic literature, all of which disseminated those

ideas further beyond medical circles. Bridging the physical anghwgsical, spiritual and

corporeal, mental and carnal, animal spirits were a vital yet mysterious elemesihgo

through nerves and underlying human generation and the culture of sensibility. Concerning

how animal spirits bridged the mental and physical, Flemyingobsdivads t o t hat ul t
difficulty, concerning the manner of the operation of our will ugenfluids and solids of

our body, it is common to, and equal in all possible explications of animal sensation and

mot ihhat difficulty, he concluded, was fthe

corporeal and incorporeal parts, that is, between amadbody, established by our all wise

231 Sharp Midwives Book68.
232 Jenty,A Course325.
2% Flemying,Nature of the Nervous Fluj®9-40.
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and all p o WeAnifmal dpirits ancrerves bound the body and mind, allowing
late seventeentland eighteenticentury views of generation as a psychosomatic issue.
Those same nerve properties were inteigralow thinking, feeling, and behaviour were
understood in the culture of sensibility.

Animal spirits were an especially significant site where wider political, social,
religious, and philosophic@fluences, or what historian Shirley Roe called the
fiextrasci ent T entered disousspprs mEout geseration in the eighteenth
century. As is explored further in the following chapters, how animal spirits were supposed
to function in generation, whether in creating seed, in conception, in enabling sexual
pleasure, or in inspng amorous behaviour, all related to particular perceptions about
gender, morality, medicine, and human nature. Unlike the kinds of distinct pivotal shifts in
eighteentkcentury medical and cultural understandings of sex that Laqueur argued,
manifold ideas about sex difference were actually proposed and discussed in that era in
terms of generation and sensibility. This is not to say that certain sex differences and gender
relationships were not commonly known and accepted, but that the physiology df anima
spirits, which directed discussions and investigations into sex and generation, sugigested

similar relationship between groin and mind for males and females.

234 bid.
25 Roe,Matter, Life, and Generatiqri48.
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Figures: Chapter One

Fig. 1.1 Engraving made by Christopher Wren of the spinal nervesTrdrmo ma s sWi | | i s 6
Cerebri Anatome: Cui Accessit Nervorum Descriptio et {$664) The testicular spinal
nerves are labeled M.
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Fig. 1.3A scheme of the late seventeerdhd eighteentgentury physiological theory

involving nerves, animal spirits, genitalia, and the mind.
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Fig. 14Wi | | i am Beoeg@73G3h) pasnted for John Thomson.
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Fig.15Wi | | i a m After@la3031)pairded for John Thomson.
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Fig. 16Wi | | i am Bebeg@73G3h) pasnted for the Duke of Montagu. When
compared to contemporaneous pieces depicting polite love, suchdstdeam - oi s de Troyods
Declaration of Lovg1731), the positions of the lovers are quite similar, but slight

differences in gesture emphasizt he vi ol ent and unbridled passion
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Fig.2.7Wi | | i a m After(la3031)pdirged for the Duke of Montagu.
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Fig. 1.8 Engraving by Johann Christoph Weigel published in 1721 showing how feeling and
expression should be artistically represented, after studies by Charles Le Brun or Sebastien

Le Clerc the Younger.
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Fig.19Det ai | f r om WAftér(173@a31) painted far the Du&esof Montagu.
The suitorés st upefi-eabulatoryptatecsmdyam mincet r ays hi
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Chapter Two: Hung, Drawn, and Quarto-ed; Anatomical Displaysof Genitals

One of the lasting legacies of eighteeaémtury Britain was an enthusiasm for
collecting, describing, displaying, and cataloguing objects embodying knowledge and
curiosity about the natural world. Such objects were laden with political, social, angilcultu
meanings, and especially so when they related to human bodies. Here | examine how
anatomical demonstration of the organs of generation became a prominent practice that
communicated ideas about sexuality and the sensible body. In particular, this chapte
explores the meanings of two related kinds of demonstrations of male and female genitalia.
The first is anatomical inflations/injections of penises; the second is automata as models of
wombs. Both of thesirms of demonstration suggest the expansiviiaricethat
eighteentkcentury anatomists wielded over knowledge about the sexual body, and show
Georgian soci et y,@asdngiens dfhoveseX oggans workeédeTheses t i n
anatomies consolidated certain ideas about the sexual, sensible laauswrempirical and
public medium. Specifically, eighteertientury demonstrations emphasized the mechanical
properties of genitalia; yet, anatomists reserved a space for animal spiéitbyand
extensio® vitalism. Therefore, anatomical demonstrations rigethe essential nervous
gualities and cerebral connections of female and male genitalia, which was in keeping with
understandings of them as exquisitely sensible. There was an exchange between anatomy
and literature: ideas about sensibility were substiat by anatomical demonstrations of
genitaliabés nervous qualities, while anatomical
prominence of sensibility in literary culture.

As this chapter discovers, eighteentntury medical cultures and the culture of
sensbility collaboratively promoted ideas of genitals as mechanical parts animated by
nervous fluids. Theories about how sex organs worked were natviddint conclusions
that logically followed anatomical observation and physiological experiment. Although
anatomists affected to reveal physical realities and ostensible truths through new
experiments and methods, social and cultural ideas often directed anatomical demonstrations
and interpretations. As Catherine Wilson suggesew technologies and procedudesnot
drive Adi scovéRyt hgr tthieense|l ¥emswot echnol ogies and
be valued and exploited only in ?Géngkalscontext of oc
were supposed to be sensible. Therefore, the notion that animal spirits coursed through
nerves, connecting the mind and genitals, became imprinted on anatomical experiments,

preparations, and observations.

! catherine WilsonThe Invisible World: Early Modern Philosopland the Invention of the
Microscope(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1995), 71.
2 .

Ibid.

92



Anatomical demonstrations existed is@here shared by the medically trained and
the socially fashionable, which included the litefaine commentator, Benjamin Clarke,
described the scene at a particaéanibitonof cur i osi ti es and anat omy
Mus eum: i s 0 myanecaftstuderds, nathralistsa litetak, and others at this
repository of Nat ur 4ThosaimdividuAls viho dartioipatedin c ur i os i
creating, viewing, or discussing curiosity cabinets filled with, among various other items,
objects assoated with generation also learned, enacted, and promoted sensibility. Like
ot her anatomical di splays at that ti me, Rac k
vi ewer of r e fWithecohomiceamdssacibl faVourinynind creators of
anabmical collectios responded and even pandered to the fashions, feelings, and opinions
of their genteel clients. Anatomical innovations, especially in demonstration and rhetoric,
became crucial avenues used by literati to access new notions about réqncatett
sexuality. Demonstrations explaining physiology were particularly convincing and
influential because, as the art and science historian Julie Hansen spnteidRe pr esent at i
and demonstrati@n the witnessing of a phenomenon with replicable reduksssential to
its acceptance into t he °Ihrovatpasrinexparimentatos, | body
both in methods and technology like microscopy, injections, inflations, and mountings,
allowed demonstrations of new vessels and tissues conndwiggnitalia to the rest of the
body and especially the brain. Such activities inspired theories, like mechanical and
hydraulic physiologies, that fuelled further discussions about materialism and vitalism in
relation to sexuality, and particularly conaimg volition in sexual feelings and behaviours.

Literary representations of these same physiological and anatomical ideas not only
evidence how prolific or resonant these ideas about genitalia were, but instance how a
change in mediufh literary representations instead of anatomical médeféered the sam
concepts but with dramatically different meanings. For instance, demonstrations of the
mechanics of penile erection were polite demonstrations of anatomical knowledge in John
Hunt erdéds museum, but descripti onslcenfioust hat ac
portrayals. Crucially, both representations responded to ideas about sensibility. But

anatomists developed acceptable contexts for their displays and discussions. As Sam Alberti

|)For a discussion of public versus private a
Display in EighteentCe nt ur y LAmatadnical Dissectiomiinlightenment Britain

and Beyond: Autopsy, Pathology and Displag. Piers Mitchell (Farnham: Ashgate, 2012),

95114.

“Matthew Craske, AoUnwhol esomedé and O6Pornogr .
Rackstowbs Museum i fCentutylnat@rical CollectmdiandEi ght eent h
E x h i b iJdurnab of thedHistory of CollectiorZ3 (November 2011), 77, quoting

Morning Herald(2 March 1786).

® Ibid., 87.

® Julie HansemiResurrecting Death: Anatomical Art in the Cabinet of Dr. Frederik

Ru y s The ArbBuletin 78, no. 4 (1996), 671.
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explars, A The prehistory of tahgesradiggllyembanijtisi t s ori gi nal
c ol | € The eodtextoof eighteenttentury anatomized genitalia in collections was
particularly defined by the culture of sensibility. Objectivity, a reliance on sensory proof,
and a slow but growing use of quantitative measients over qualitative interpretations
were characteristic of eighteertlntury anatom§put many of the anatomical productions
and activities openly engaged the sewittural side of their sexual and reproductive
material. The literary too explorelddse sexual meanings of anatomy and medicine. The
finest touch of semsility, such as the handof Laue nce St erneds Yorick when ¥
grissetds pul se, mi r r or & deenlyrawarekohtleslightegt t ouch of a
movements that disclos¢eddh e body és physiol ogi cal condition. B
medicine was not always so positive. Anatomy, madwifery,’ and surgery became prime
targets for English satirists, like Sterne, who regularly emphasized the transgressive nature
of thes vocations through portraying them and their activities as sexually pel¥erse.
Yet, genital anatomies and physiologies elicited mixed responses from the wider
public too. Some of the public was unashamedly curious to see and learn about genitals,
while other segments denounced such displays and activities as immodest. As anatomized
genitalia entered the Georgian public sphere, a host of questions and debates about sexuality,
medicine, gender, and display culture surfaced. Anatomical preparation and dfsplay
genitalia became the nidus of eighteec#imtury discourse on sexuality and sensibility. This
kind of medical attention to reproductive organs also contributed to the later medicalization
of sexuality. However, the eighteertbntury anatomical practis examined in this chapter
show that medical understandings of male and female sexuality were thetpbd wider
cultural concermwith the power of the organs of generatiMdechanicametaphors for both
male and female genitalia were particularlyueti’e and precipitated the rapid dispelling of
the secrets of generatioBut, these mechanical models of both penises and wombs became
proofs ofhow sexuality and generation involved the body and mind within the context of

sensibilityds physiology.

'Samuel J. M. M. Al ber tIsis96, loOM(20@5; 568. and t he Museu

|Wi | son argues, fAScience differs from natur al ph
primarily in its attention to quantification, but in its usfanstruments both for measurement
and for t he creati on o flnvieiblegWofldi7@. i a | states and e x

° See Karen HarveyReading Sex in the Eighteenth Century: Bodies and Gender in English

Erotic Culture(Cambridge: Cambridge University Beg 2004), 181. Harvey did not

mention syringe metaphors.

“See Roy Porter, fAA TM™Mouwwh fef aBaBeeexaml TPe edan or , ¢
Underworlds of the Enlightenmemtds. G. S. Rousseau and Roy Porter (Manchester:

Manchester University Press,88, 20732.
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Anatomy, Sensibility, and Sex

Following in the wake of Dutch, French, Italian, and German schbeis]y
modern British anatomists eagerly imitated European examples, touring and training in their
centres then bringing their craft back to London, Edinbuamd sometimes smaller
provincial centres. Yet, the British style retained manysigliorases. As influential as this
transnational exchange was, until the 1@ighteenth century the resources they dedicated to
creating anatomical displays paled in camgon to some of the groups in continental
cities® Two major differences weitia public reception and medical interpretation.
Anatomical demonstrations in Britain spurred occasional reVblsw legislatior; and
frequent debateS.Rather than droppintie curtain on anatomical pursuits, that contention
cast anatomy into public discourse and encouraged anatomy to align with the ideas and
customs of the culture of sensibility. From there followed another quality specific to British
anatomy: the retentioof vitalism, based in the nerves, within an otherwise materialist
physiology.

By the mideighteenth century, all sorts of prepared and preserved, authentic and
replicated, normal and abnormal human body parts could be seen in anatomical collections
of various ilks and sizes, particularly in the English capft@lissections were long

established practicéSparticularly as medical education and as public punishment. In

"See Anita Guerrini, fAAnatomi s€Centandy Ehoneéon
Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciens@sno.2 (2004), 6.

As Guerrini noted, one differ enimttedttes t hat
highly allegorical tableaux that the Dutch anatomist Frederik Ruysch made from body parts,

[al t hough] they admired them. o6 I bid., 231.
“SeePet er Linebaugh, fThe TybAlrbhi Bhdos KgaahsT
Crime and Society inighteenthCentury Englandeds. Douglas Hagt al (New York:

Pantheon Books, 1975),437;Gi ovanna Ferrari, APubl ic Anat o
Carnival: The Anat oPagy& Prasentl?, noel (1087), @0oHervag n a , O
made the followingtransnt i onal compari son: #Alt was apparé

subaltern population accepted, at least in Italy where there are no records of any such

sensational revolts against the surgeons and anatomists of condemned prisoners as occurred,
especiallym t he ei ghteenth century, in France and
4 Such dissatisfaction with dissecting practices led to clauses in the Murder Act of 1752 and

the Anatomy Act 1832. Sdeuth RichardsorDeath, Dissection and the Destittéhicago:

University of Chicago Ress, 2000)50-53.

“Ferrari discussed the early modern history
guoted Jacobi GymnhdsiunmpRatavindho md i nih@®s seventeentt
anatomist criticized Harvey for performing dissections befarawaience that included not

only experts but also members of O6the ignora
think they are witnessing wondersodéoo (98).
YFor an exploration of anatomical collection

and Display. o For a discussi eentuyfondohsee anat on
RichardsonpPeath, Dissection39.

" Many historians have noted the prominpasition of anatomy in renaissance Europe.

e.g., Andrew Cunninghanihe Anatomical Renaissance: The Resurrection of the

Anatomical Projects of the Ancier{sldershot: Ashgate, 1997); Jonathan Sawddg
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eighteentkcentury Britain, anatomy had many different public images; it was an emerging
innovative, and increasingly institutional vocati8iyet it was als@epulsive, transgressive,
and at times illicit? Its association with punishment was reinforced following the Murder
Act of 1752, which designated the bodies of executed criminaks polblicly dissected or
gibbeted® The Anatomy Act of 1832 offered more access to cadavers for dissection in
response to the illegal acquisition and trading of dead bodies. The changing legal context of
anatomy is well documented, but there have beenaumbory observations about the
connections between eighteetdntury anatomy and the culture of sensibility. That
connection is essential for understanding how the sexual body was understood. On the one
hand, the culture of sensibility drew upon ideasualsex and nerves that anatomists
described and demonstrated; on the other hand, anatomists catered to the interests and values
promoted within the culture of sensibility and asserted by the fashionable.
Some of the eighteenttentury public was greatlyffended by anatomical practices,
yet anatomy flourished within the context of sensibility. Anita Guerrini obséineat the
ffemerging culture of sensibility encouraged audi
di s s e & InFrances on®of the foremost proponents of sensibility, Jean Jacques
Rousseau, reacted to the dissection of ani mal s &
anatomy amphitheatre provides: reeking cadavers, slobbering livid flesh, blood, disgusting
int estines, ghastly s K%etmeitbenanatomiste motthiek ent i al vapou
practices excluded them from the company and attention dktne mondeSimilarly in
Britain, a relationship developed between the culture of sensibility and andtomica

demonstratiori® This relationship formed because sensibility was fundamentally invested in

Body Emblazoned: Dissection and the Human BodReimaissance Culturg.ondon:

Routledge, 1995); Mary LindemanMedicine and Society in Early Modern Eurgg' ed.

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010)991

8 For the move to institutional anatomy collections and teaching, see JonathanfEBaas, t s

and the Londondés Medi AmtomiddliDsseationinCol | ecti ons, 0 i n
Enlightenment Britain and Beyond: Autopsy, Pathology and DisplhyPiers Mitchell

(Farnham: Ashgate, 2012), 138S.

¥ For the illegal activities connected with the dissecti o f bodi es, see Linebaug|
Ri o t-2;and,Richardsomeath, Dissectior40.

? For the use of dissection as punishment in the Renaissance, and the context in which the

Murder Act of 1752 was established, see SawBaygy Emblazonedb4-84.

Guerrini, fAAnatomists and Entrepreneurs, o 12.
?Ferrari, fPublic Anatomy, o6 105. Ferrari quoted
R°veries doéun ,guoedieRMVe urScshailhilt, aifirLea Machi ne, | 6 ho
nature et | 0arRappeentatXidné drtistic & rappreskentaziane scientific

nel secolo die lumied. V. BrancgVenice, 1970), 110.

28 Ferrari argued a disharmony between society and anatomy that arose in-tightgdnth

century: fietghteenth derituey omwvards, the cdexpharmony with the dead

appears to have disintegrated. Quite apart from the rejection of capital pun&hmeegin

with on emotive rather than on legal grouidbere arose a certain embarrassment about
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knowing how the interior of the body and the senses worked. That need for physiological

knowledge allowed curiosity about sex organs to outweigh modesty. Gukasitribs how

AA di scourse of compassion and sensibilityé
l ectdTreesr.&f or e, as Guerrini argued, Monro fAw
way as to produce a fl ap t haranatonists|sdchasdgheer t h

earlier Andreas Vesalius, would leave them open to viedviiigly responding to the same
curiosity that drew the | ar ge®Howeddar,enanges of h
bold demonstrations of genitals existed in Brithim r i ng Monr ods ti me, and
seemed more interested than repulsed.

Within the spectacle engendered by anatomical demonstrations, preparations of
genitalia often served as the crowning piece. Medical discussions about genitalia fell within
the remi of several closely connected and overlapping vocations: anatomists, surgeons,
physicians, and mamidwives. Although not all of these groups had an associated
professional society, they were all recognizable and cohesive. In the 1780s, William Hunter
coud distinguish the number of people he considered to be part of his anatomic&l field.
These groups imparted their attitudes and perceptions onto the genitalia they dissected and
prepared. They expressed their ideas through their selections of specissatich
methods, preservation techniques, display venues, graphic representations, advertising, and
through many other curatorial decisions. Each group promoted specific kinds of dissection
research, the use of particular instruments, particular kinadsatbmical lectures and
teaching, and what texts and illustrations would be published-rMadwives?®’ for instance,
were characterized as an alternative to traditional female midwives, for promoting
mechanical approaches to obstetrics, and as particatarumer/fashion drivefi Even

this categorization is not perfect; many midwives and male practitioners who did not affect

dissection, a sensitivity which soon developedinta f eel i ng of outright
Anatomy, 0 105.

“Guerrini, fAAnatomists and Entrepreneurs, o 1
®I'pbid., 10. Guerrini referred to Ferrariods 0

?®See William HunterT wo | nt r o d u c tLandog: J. lohrsanul78d)E66.

Hunter offers a long history of anatomy, places his (disputed) discovery of the lymphatics as
absorbents as one of the Atwo great inventio
Aristotle, and declares himself as one of the greats (59).

"nitially foll owing the practices of French accoucheurs, British-mitwifery eventually

became a lucrative vocation in the eighteenth century.

%8 For the various historiographical stances on-+mégwives within the medical market, see
Adrian Wil son, M@éMi ¢wil f May Meditipetate ¢he Madkét ini n

England and Its Colonies, c. 143@5Q eds. Mark S. R. Jenner and Patrick Wallis

(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007), 158
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to be marmidwives also shared these mechanical approaches to obstetetsman
midwifery was vanguard of a deeply mechanicabpective on female genitalia and
obstetrics that emphasized the vitalist function of animal spirits. From the 1740s onward,
many medics, especially mamidwives, presented themselves as practitioners of refined
sensibilities.

From these groups sprung nyaanatomical collections, in which the organs of
generation were usually well represented. For example, a 1784 advertisement catalogue for
Rackstrowds Museum, a particularly Acommercial s
preparations’ boasted 27 lots ofuman body displays. Of these lots, nine featured the
organs of generation. Since its opening, Rackstr
with sexual®Aletphrooudgunc tainonu.nbusual coll ection in ma
attention to human genitaliaas not uncharacteristic of anatomical displays of that rte.
was an erén which seeing human genitalia on écorché statues, in glass jars, or on wax
models was quickly becoming more common. Even references to the sensible body in
sentimental novels fopiently called to mind anatomical ideas and sexual concerns. Gender
politics were often prominent in these literary/anatomical crossovers.

Most recent scholarship on eighteentintury anatomical displays of reproductive
organs has singled out gender paoditas a dominant cultural influence. Historians have
focused almost exclusively on female bodfesnd have often argued that these bodies
became subjects of a predominantly male, usually erotic, medical gaze. Supporting his
argument with Ludmilla Jordamoa 8Sexual VisionsHugh Crawford affirms that
eighteentc ent ury anatomical waxes of women reveal th
knowledge involves unveiling and penetrating and that medicine is thus imbued with a
mas cul i n e*Whitk suzH agplgepomeénon is evident, eighteeetitury anatomical

culture had more nuances and complexities concerning sex and gender than these

¥ For the history of changing practices and occupational identitielsed/avith childbirth,

see Adrian WilsonThe Making of MasMidwifery: Childbirth in England 166@770

(London: University College Press, 1995).

®Chaplin, fADissection and Display, o 107.

'Craske, A6Unwhol esomed and O6Pornographic, 60 84.
¥According to Craske, Rackstrowds was fAsubstanti
l inked with that of the museums of William and J
¥See Rina Knoeff, fASex in Public. On the Spectac

around 170 , I'domme. Europdische Zeitschrift fur feministische Geschichtswissenschaft

23, no. 1 (2012): 458. Commenting on gender criticism of eighteerghtury anatomy,

Knoeff observes that Athe male organs of gener at
(48).

¥T. Hugh Crawford, fAlmaging the Human Body: Quas
Theatr e RMLALPL no.d {1996), 69. Crawford referred to Ludmilla Jordanova,

ANat ure Unveil i nSgxudd¥idioost Imags ofiGenter i Soieacd n

Medicine between the Eighteenth and Twentieth Cent{Madison: University of

Wisconsin Press, 1993),-410.
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historiographies suggest. Not all anatomical waxes of females were made and exhibited
within masculine context Intended audiences often included men and women, and
sometimes comprised mostly women. More significantly, male genitalia regularly featured
alongside female, whether in texts or exhibits. Historians have frequently interpreted
anatomical displays of fieale genitalia as especially violent or erotic. A comparison of male
and female anatomical demonstrations, such as fi@utemnd2.2, does not reveal the
obvious sexual inequality or misogynistic attitudes some have argued. But intentional
complements ofmale and female genitalia common in eighteamhtury anatomical
displays are not depicted as such in current scholarly discussions about gender politics.

Rather, it appears that many anatomists consciously avoided eroticizing their
dissection subject3. hi s was not modern clinical det achm
relationship withnatural objects. Before the late eighteenth century, when anatomies moved
into institutions, anatomical demonstrations of sex organs were displayed by private
collectorsfor commercial, educational, and social purposes. Within that context, the
sociability of sensibility meaningfully influenced the relationship of the viewer to the
objects: observing affected the observerb6s s
respm s e s . I n his study on Rackstrowds Museum,
scholars for conforming Ato the requirement
dynamicsineighteertbe nt ury anat FRachkbktspeadsgetdak | 8 i nt
lingering debate as to whether eighteerghtury London bustled with prostitutes, lewd
prints, and sexual liberties or upheld a polite code of conduct, modest manners, and
conservative religious values. Historical accounts and modern scholarggissbdt
possibilities existeadvi t hi n t he metropol i s. Howev ér , Rack
Rather, eighteentbentury curators and demonstrators of anatomical displays were typically
conscientious of not causing too much public offense. Blatieb i t s |1 i ke Rackstr
certainly raised eyebrows and caused offense. How else would such exhibitions attract
steady audiences in the British metropdfi€¥ten reactions to sexual and anatomical
di splays reveal as mua loth théd and how \as teewdo ol per s p
the eighteentit e nt ur y anat omi st séo. How exhibitors of
perspectives of medical and noredical viewers reveals a fuller understanding of those

activities and organs in that society.

®Craske, A6Unwhol esomed and O6Pornogr a o)
¥ bid. On the anachronistic use ®Brds th

Revied: Erotica of the Enlightenment in England and Ametigandon: Secker &

Warburg, 1988), 5.

For a discussion of the sexual character of

The Shows of Londd@ambridge, MA.: Harvard University Press, 1978565
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Inflate, Inj ect, Erect

Seventeenthand eighteenticentury medical practitioners regularly used and
recommended syringes for treating maladies of male and female sexual organs. For instance,
to cure barrennegsr i st ot l eds Compl e atrecammdndddakinga i encedd Mi
juice of plantain to drink and to Aalso inject t
Sy r i H@ysterdwere a common remedy, so too were various urethral, vaginal, and
uterine injections. Nicolas Culpeper, the famous English herbalistnraended for
females the wide use of fAGarden and Wil d Chamome
i nj e ¢he juyaegof itfinto the bladder withsay r i *hTéat remedy, according to
Cul peper, also fexpels wind, hel fBebelchings, ar
famous Bath physician and biscuitnasmm@a ke Wi | I i am Ol i ver affirmed th
proper Ilnjection, [ d'dmempentitalyesgingessgemanareé ckl y cur 6d.
associated with female reproductive disorders, a
occasionallyo was used as“Fertreating maleimaladiess he st ones
iThe manner of per f orathetergavindaepipe ofiglagetvaryon was by a
syringe shortened and well fixed i #to it, for wa
However, in the late seventeenth century, certain anatomical and medical techniques using
syringes to inject penises prompted edttetical connection between that instrument, that
organ, and the role of animal spirits in sex and generation. The relationship between fluids
within mechanical syringes inspired understandings of how animal spirits related to penises.
Essentially, paradlls were drawn between how animal spirits filled arousing penises,
squirted out during ejaculation, and were the active, fluid element in an otherwise
mechanical instrument. These physiological parallels correlated to metaphors of s3ginges
phalluses, with were used to critically examine male sexuality and male medics who
employed those instruments.

Although used in therapies for other body parts, particularly the ear, syringes were
increasingly viewed as an appliance for the privities. William Harvegudsed how he

attended t o A RadwineChilg-betfoanloluirnagb lient o a feaver o and

BAristotleds Compl eat ,l8"med, ek WipieenrSalrmam (Lendosh, Mi d wi f e é
1750),125.
¥ Nicholas CulpepeRharmacopoeia Londinensis, or, The London Dispensgtanydon,
1653), 167.
0 Ibid.
*William Oliver, A Practical DissertationoB a t h  W#Lbnelan:sAéBell, 1707), 117.
“B. Gooch, fASingul ar Ef fTeedMeeklp Museauthdndom:ge Dose of C
E)Srinted for R. Goadby and sold by J. Towers, 1774), 1: 68.
Ibid.
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fi i mmilnjectianby a liteSyringed®The effect of Harveyds inter
ibl ack, c | o t hoeddlid issaenodt, evep to seacentain pounds weight,

whereby she rec®Aimoady prasmyerctureass .08 the Al nf
Swellings in the Womb,d he recommended to fis
the Decoction of hotThB pendalraie thesapydlidmoogo! t he bel
unnoticed by the medical or lewd minded. Syringes quickly became associated with

genitalia, and were frequently analogized to penises.

But, this perlie association gained much greater resonance as the anatomical
technique of injecting that organ became mor
be thus completely and beaut i f uiphysiciam nj ect ed,
Lorenz Heistef’il t frequently happens, that the matt
vein of the back of the peni s®Thimmdtracive i t s way
advice accompanied an engraved plate showing
quicksilve ¥ gfig. 2.3). Injection, as with other emerging anatomical techniques like
inflation and different mountings, was a highly valued and seafgét skill. As Charles
Ni cholas Jenty wrot e, ATHE modern I nventi on
coloured Fluid, which, upon cooling, grows hard, has contributed greatly to the
| mpr ovement *Byfthe fate seveateenth aentury anatomical preparation was a
fine craft that expressed aesthetics, supplied matketgertained spectators, edified psp
and investigated the form and function of human bodies. Although Heister allowed that
ffeven miscarriages of this kind are not with
communication that there is between the urinary passage and the veins of thedpeniisi s
chagrin at a botched preparation is evidéhtjections and inflations offered more than

insight into the physiology, pathology, and anatomy of generation. Heister related a deep

* William Harvey,Anatomical Exercitations Concerning ti&neration of Living
Creatures to which are Added Particular Discourses of Births and of Concefitiondon,
1653), 506.
** |bid., 5086.
6 Jean Feyen# New and Needful Treatise of Spirits and Wind Offending Mans Body
trans. William Rowland (Londor:668), 108.
;‘; Lorenz HeisterA Co mp e ndi u m (London:A\h lartystmy1§52), 476.

Ibid.
“1bid., 474.
®Charles Nicholas Jenty, fAThe Art of Prepari
Bo di e sA&CoorseioflAnatomieBhysiological Lecturesrothe Human Structure and
Ani mal O e(ondoro prigtel for James Rivington and James Fletcher, 1757),
preface, clxvii.
>1 For a comment on the pluralities within and the blurred boundaries between medical
vocations in the early modern medical markeg Mark S. R. Jenner and Patrick Wallis,
eds. Medicine and the Market in England and Its Colonies, c. 148D (Basingstoke:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2007).
*2 Heister,Compendium of Anatorn76.
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appreciation for the beauty of these preparations. His fellow arsinoth in Leiden and
further abroad, similarly appreciated such preparations for their craftsmanship and beauty.
Preparing male genital organs, such as erecting a flaccid and morbid penis by injection or
inflation and injecting testicles, showed anatoathskill anddiscovered physiological
features, especially the nature of sexual fluids.

Instrument modifications, embalming methods, dissection practices, anatomical
jargon, and display styles rapidly developed after the 1650s, and particularly imredatio
the organs of generation. These organs represented an area of new and exciting research,
wherein anatomists established their names and legacies. Yet, anatomists madmly
their names by researching genitals, thayetheir names. From the lateventeenth to the
late eighteenth century, a significant cohort of anatomists achieved such an honour:
Hi ghmore6s body, Graafian follicles, Poupartos |
Bartholinds glands, tuni caWoRfarydsct. Ruysctma, Fal |l opi an
gained more international and royal recognition for his special, secret preservatiah fluid.
Renown was also seized by those who excelled at injections. Accolades were given to
anatomists like Adriaan van den Spiegel, Francis Glis&iovard Bidloo, and William
Cowper for corrosion casting (injecting vasculature or a potential space with a hardening
fluid then dissolving the remaining soft tissue, leaving only the form of the injection).
Numerous others achieved notability througjections and inflations during that
techni ques®é heyda y-sevemtéentit dentubyamg @xtendeda littiehoeer ami d
century. By the close of the eighteenth century endeavour and innovation in those
anatomical techniques dwindI&b.

But during heir heyday, injections and inflations were vigorously used in
experiments on genitalia. Anatomists inflated various structures and cavities, tweaking and
measuring the process of drying and preserving. They also tried injecting numerous
substances besideercury: tin, lead, bismuth (and other metals), talc, plaster of Paris,
alcohols (including brandy and wine), various waxes, oil of lavender, starch, turpentine (and

other resins), urine, and animal extracts, including fat, suet, tallow, and spermazdis Li

®See Tony Walter, APl asti natoisen off o héiki sDpelaay, :0 A N
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institut®, no. 3 (2004): 662 7. fAFrom t he early
eighteenth century, it became possible to preserve organs in solution, enabling their display

in jarso (605). For ianovdterns,saeeHaad JhCodkdttersof of Ruysch
Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch GoldgiNégeHaven, CN:

Yale University Press, 2007), 2&8. Cook also highlights the anatomical embalming

methods of LodewijiDe Bils (2719).

*France Joseph Cole, fAThe Hi stSwdiesinthéHistoryat omi cal | n
and Method of Scienced. C. J. Singer (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1921), 2: 287, 335.

According to Col e, nAfter the Hunt er dos, no I mpor
be recorded until the introduction of the 6sol ub

gel atine and other precipitates as colouring mat
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were coloured with cinnabar, verdigris, vermillion, red oxide of lead, carmine, and indigo.
Syringes underwent several modifications by anatomists, medical practitionéyrs, and
because of their interest in mechanical principles of pump and sdigtitoral
philosophers. Such modifications included new sizes and materials, filling without removing
the nozzle, fingpoint and curved nozzles, flexible outflow pipes made of leather, increased
watertightness, and plungers with greater smoothness and defiga@y). The growing
use of syringes in anatomy corresponded to their growing use in medicine, especially in
reproductive and sexual therapies. Medical application led to further modifications, like the
sexs p e cYafdBy r i n g Womb&ynrdi rig esurgeordobin Mattea described.
For inflation, pipesbellows, and syringes conveyed air into organs, and different varnishes
preserved those tissues once dried. Although some anatomists guarded their experiments,
methods, and improvemends secrets, others freely shared their discoveries to aid
understandings of generation and further their personal reputations.
The English surgeon Thomas Gi bson publ i s
procedures and discoveries, which included carafittuctions about itdting penises that
Reqier de Graaf had originally publish&Y.
Let the Yard be prepared thus: First gently squeeze the blood out of it, which it
always has in greater or lesser plenty, and then put a little Tube into the spongy
substace, namely in at that end which is next to@sepubis and let the Cavity of
thePenisbe hal f fill éd with water Penswithhe hel p
the water in it; pour out that bloody water, and fill it again with clear, and so three o
four times till the water is no longer st
clothes squeeze out what water is in the Nervous bodies, and at length blow up the
Penisso long till it have its natural bigness; in which posture if you will keep it, you
must tye it hard. When tHeenisis thus distended and dried, you may examine it as
you pleasé!
Aside from an eye for scientific examinati@gsthetic taste significantly directed such
preparations of penises, as suggested by Gib
natural bigness. 0 Such aesthetic sense corre
natural phil osthephraNaturaliat oi ni aopuprr olaecs cr i Pt i on a

Instruction in method and a particular aesthetic for these preparations were further

% John MartenA Treatise of all the Degrees and Symptoms of the VenerealsBjsa both

Se x ed &l. (London: S. Croucét al, 1708), 46.

*® Raymond Stephansomihe Yard of Wit: Male Creativity and Sexuality, 165050

(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 20048.73

> Thomas GibsoriThe Anatomy of Human BodiesiEp 0 mi (LodddnéM. Flesher.1682),

126.

%8 A Philosophical Essay on Fecundation: Or, an Impartial Inquiry into the First Rudiments,
Progression and Per f e qltondonnd, Robefts, 1X42), 18a | Gener a
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disseminated through engraved illustrations. For instance, ftfire f r om James Dr akeds
1707 treatisénthropobgia Novavisually demonstrates how to inflate a penis, showing
where to insert the blow pipe and where to place ligatures to capture the air. Preparing,
displaying, and representiagy body part was (and is) a highly selective process. In late
seventeett and early eighteertbentury illustrations, models, or preparations of genitals,
particular features were intentionally emphasized by the anatomist or engraver. Such was the
case in the choice of bright dyes in the wax penis shown in f&&ré his inected
preparation gives a sense of engorgement while highlighting the distinction between the
corpus spongiosum and corpus cavernosa through the contrast of vermillion and brown dyes.
Anatomists intentionally made these dissected male organs to-satey®eg and gaudy in
hopes of eliciting observation and comment.

These bold genitalia displays occupied a complex and diverse space in Georgian
society by pervading various divisions, such as class, gender, vocation, and education. For
instance, bothadesmn st r at or 6s pride and the publicds curi
advertisement for AA Likeness of the Human Peni s
Di splaying Some New *%#fig.27).0Amdlourad meZzdtist engraving i e s 0
of dissected tesseby Joanne Ladmal accompanied this advertisement for Bernhard
Siegfried Al binusdéds anat omical exhibit. Such sho
eighteentkcentury museum market for anatomical preparations that emergezkntidty,
and often featied cadaveric penises, uteruses, testicles, breasts, and other such reproductive
organs. Two such exhibits in London were Rackstr
more temporary exposition of Guillaume Desnouesd?@
seeral displays to human genitalia. Many different advertisements published in the 1730s
descri bed Desnouesdos wax works, the collection f
offered at auction at the Great Room, and later exhibited at the corner ofrb\iand, all
in the Strand. The auction held in May of 1736, conducted by the aptly named Mr
Christopher Cock, was advertised by one such catalogue, which doubly served as a ticket for
viewing the collection, priced at one shilling. This advertisementjti&ethers, used
surprisingyt ec hni cal anatomical | anguage. Lot 31, for
Mano that included fAthe spermatick Vessels to th
Epididymisto theVesiculae Seminalésto theUrethra 6™ Such technical jargon conferred a

learned tone to the exhiBitentirely empirical, gentlemanly, and separate from low

** Translation by Andrew Klein.
 Christofher CockA Cat al ogue of Sever al Curious Figures
(London, 1736), 1:3.
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concerns® Promoting civility further, both 1736 catalogues specify that gentlemen were to
view the exhibit on alternating days of the wdi®m the ladies. While the exhibit seems to
have an equally represented and intermixed d
viewing these objects was done by one gender at a time. Such conscious attempts to show
genitalia in a respectable and mstimanner betray awareness that the exhibit contained

potentially erotic material. Successful exhibitors tactfully used sexual curiosity to draw

crowds to see natural curiosities, while remaining respectable.

However, erotica was not the central intentrade of these and other exhibits of
anatomi zed genitalia. Rackstrowd6s Museum, fo
organs, which, according to its advertisement catalogue, amounted to a third of its total
anatomical displays. Nonetheless, Rackr owés attention to human ¢
for anatomical collections of that timend, as Craske rightly arggje pr evi ous fider i s
assessmentso of that exhi®heighteestceptory nogr aphi c
anatomical culture, boundas between medical and erotic, licit and illicit, edifying and
sensational, were muddled and rarely mutually excldsivee mi ni scent of t hat
confused spectrum of respectable and quackis
shown by esteemdeanatomists, raised eyebrows and shocked the modest. But, these displays
of genitalia gained |l egitimacy or decency th
medical courses and, at least in the 1770s and 1780s, a midwifery clinic.

De s n o u eaddeseveals how the design and placement of exhibits of organs of
generation conveyed certain meanings. In particular, the genital and the cerebral were
oriented to reflect their association. Lot 2
taken off, skwing the upper part of the Brain, with part of bvera Mater, the Belly also
opened, which shews the Womb®widdddispldythatSi t u

brings the neural and reproductive into simultaneous examination. Similarly, thefinal |

QD
—

o
—

describes miscell aneous pieces, including
ten pair of Nerves coming out of it, and tedulla Oblongataa womb with the Eggs, and

the Fallopian Tubesommunicating to the Womb; the internal Orifideg Fibres of the

Vaging and the cavernous Bodies of tBioris: You have there too the external parts of

the Peniswith the Fores k i*rAlthough it is uncertain how intentional the author of

Desnoueso6s advertisement hewagans of gengration,tothgr 0o S i n

«

®% ¢f. Mary Fissell Vernacular Bodies: The Politics of Reproduction in Early Modern

England(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004). Fissell has analyzed early modern

vernacular discussions of reproduction.

Craske, fA6Unwhol esomed and 6Pornographic, 60

®George Thomsor8y | | abus. Pointing Out Every Part of

énatomical Waxri gures, of t he Llaonhden: Mdughs:il®9),xviiDenoueé
Ibid., 35.
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anatomical descriptions also emphasized the near relation between the mental and the
genital.
The blend of sexual curiosity, experimental design, anatomical craft, and higher
learning added value to preparations of male gkaitvhen sold to collectors. The"28f
April, 1769 was advertised as the firstofatdv@ay aucti on of a surgeonods
preparati ons and EgsexdoaseihEssexSaeetinaheSirantod A At
Surveying the catalogue of mounted bodyte and anatomical instruments, it is striking
how many preparations of both female and male genitalia were on sale. A simple dry
mounted injected penis went for two shillings, and a wet mount of an injected glans penis

was taken at fou A larger dry maint that included part of the pelvis, penis, urethra,

an

prostate gland, seminiferous vesicles, and bl add

Connexion, o fetched *fa surgsahinstructiomthesewasad si x pence.

ificompl eat Preparation of the Parts concerned i
pound, nine shilling&® For the anatomist in the crowd, perhaps the most interesting object
was a testicl e oof at hheo rEpei dwiidyhminsPafri I | 6d wi t h

n

Qu

of the Vesicul a Semi A akimilarinfeated testidetprepamtiorme i nf | at e o

had recently been at the centre of a highly publicized dispute between William Hunter and
Alexander Monrasecundusand an anatomical collector may have happily parted with the
two shillings being asked for such a prize.

Both prominent mietighteentkcentury anatomists, Hunter and Monro came to
loggerheads over certain discoveries, and most importantly athaufirst successfully
injected an epididymis and seminiferous tubules with mercury, thereby demonstrating the

nature of the lymphatics. As Charles Ambrose recently chronicled, thisbased dispute

guickly grew into a f asibrother DdnaduMbnro, theirfatber vi ng Al e x 8

Alexander Monrprimus  and Wi | | i amé s’ Nonrosecurgluglaihedh n Hunt er .

t hat A"@MJanudny2753 in attempting to make such a preparation, | was so lucky as
to impel the quicksilver still farther iatthe seminal ducts than Dr. HALLER had done;

making it fill, for a considerable length, a very great number of the serpentine ducts of the

®*Samuel Paterson, AA Catalogue of Anatomical
Apparatus, the Property of a Surgeon (Who has declined Lectiing)( London, 1769) ,
*®pid., 2, 7.

*"Ibid., 3.

%8 |bid.

*Ipid., 2.

“Charles Ambrose, AThe Priority Dispute Over t
Gl i ssonds "@bnus/ Hunted e r d 8 Eellulat Immunology245, no. 1

(2007): 715.
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tests6'Monr o gave further proof by insisting, #f
demonstrated, the very next day, to the Gentlemen attending the College of Anatomy at
Edinburgp and t hat AAbove a year and a half ther
preparationwi t h f?(fig.@8 ) soWi | | i amés priority claim a
demonstration of an epididymis filled with mercury, one which he had filled and one filled

by John. This mercury preparation revealed the delicate continuity of the epididymis with

the sermiferous tubule, described as follows:

About the beginning of November, 1752, in presence of Mr. Galhie, and some

others, | injected th¥as deferens the human body with mercury, and by that

method filled the whol&pididymis and the tubes that cometdrom the body of

the Testisto form it: and observed, in this operation, that the mercury continued to

run, and the body of thEestisto become gradually more turgid and heavy, for some

time after the external parts were completely fifiéd.

These two claims about injecting testicles, along with other disputes, provided g/eaven
long paper war that included plagiarism accusations, defamatory remarks, and personal
defences. Hunter gained the last word by publishing several withess adestifyisg to

the public demonstration of his mercury injected epididymis.

For more than a century prior anatomists
epididymis and seminiferous tubule, as Hunter and Monro had done. As Francis Cole
described, d&r aaf was Athe first to figure an inje
credited with having i nj ec t"vbichfmeeshowedinhisi nt o t
publishedDe Virorum Organis Generationi Inservientibims1668 (fig.2.9). William
Cowper detailed this preparation in his 1698 anatomyTiestAnatomy of Humane Bodies
whichincluded an engraved plate illustrating testicular anatomyZfig0 ) . A Fi g . 10 o1
| ower right was des c-Yeassdelsed thaaTesticeladMagamg @t he Bl
Pragparanta as t hey Appear before any ‘TQoypercti on ¢
presented these némflated, nonrinjected vessels as truer representations of what was seen

on the dissecting table, rather than what was in a living person. By the early eighteenth

century, Her man Boer haave whchanimal subjeciwag ect i ng
1 Alexander MonressecundusOb s er vati ons, Anat omi cal and Phy
Hunterés Claim to s o(&dnbibghsHamiltore Balfoerrst Neils E x a mi n
1758), 6.

2 |bid.

BWilliam Hunter, ACritical Medieavdorarmentdriesr Nov. 1
Part I, 2" ed. (London, 1777), 1.

“Cole, fAAnatond9tal | njections, 0

“Willlam Cowper,The Anatomy of Hu ma n@xfold:5dSmehaandwi t h Fi
B. Walford, 1698), 102.
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chosen because his gonads wer@ofievrerayavieabrsgye i n Pr

colleague Ruysch also injected seminiferous tublilahough these injections met with

some success, Boer haave tDhanwedaesbeah allehoa t feven to
inject only a few arterial Branches s®read upon
Cole recounted how for Ruysch, two exceptions to

admitted the ovary and testis, the fabric of whiRuysch was never able to prepare by

i nj e ¢°Many athertanatomists also attempted to inject testicles to reveal their structure
and form, which history of failed attempts made such a preparation a tempting and crowning
achievement for both Hunter @Monro.

Hunter was particularly pleased witteghreparation he injected in November of
1752, and kept it for several years. Another sin
anatomical collection, whicln the currentday Hunterian Museum in Lincanbn Fields
in London, stands out as the most ornately presented iter@.{flg. That preparation of a
boardés epididymis at once represents anatomical
and personal vindication. It is said that John Hunter displayegitiie not in his museum
collection, but in his dining hall. With itmoderatelyrococogilt frame and intricate setting,
this object seems more like a delicate piece of jewellery, which appearance shows the value
imbued in such anatomical preparationg@fital material. Such is this anatomical
preparation that only the initiated could surmise what body part moulded its shape. Yet, its
display and setting represented to the knowing viewer the culmination of thatdoght
after anatomical accomplishment

Peaking miecentury, dissecting and preparing genitalia progressively informed
anatomical, physiological, and pathological understandings of genetatinatomists, and
subsequently a wider public, viewed inflations and injections as demonstratingehibalig
worked. These highly reproducible techniques showed the form of genital organs,
circulation of blood and spirits, the maternal/foetal divide in the placenta, the intricate
connections within genitarinary tracts, and the nature of the lymphayisteam. But, a
particular point of fascination was the physiology of erection and ejaculation. Anatomists

had more ready success at injecting and inflating penises for demonstrating the form and

® Herman Boerhaav@® r . Boerhaaveds Academical Lectures on
(London: W. Innys, 17426), 5: 54.

" Ibid., 50.

8bid., 65.

“Col e, fAAnatomical I njections, o 306.

8 See George Roussedlervous Acts: Essays on Literature, Culture and Sensibility
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), €&@mmenting on the cultural ancedico

scientific contexts needed to fimake a case for c
behaviour, 06 George Rousseau suggested that such
century and continued to emer geO0O@uaoing the Atran
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function of erection. Boerhaave noted that Jan Swammerdam fide monstr at ed dat h

true Cause erecting the Penis was, 2he arter
Li kewi se, the surgeon, physician, and anatonmn
connexion between the vas deferens, seminallvesis |, and urethra by inje

how fithe penis can be erected af%Teose death by
anatomical techniques showed the physiology of the male penis, especially how the
circulation of fluids filled that organ @nconnected it to the body and mind.

The two processes conceptualized in terms of these preparation techrpgnds
engorgement as the process of inflatdion or i
reinforced the idea that animal spirits weeattal in male sexuality and reproduction. Like
the hydraulics of injecting a penis, animal spirits that were excited by desire or pleasure
filled the cavernous tissues in sexual arousal. Similar to the loss of injecting fluid upon
applied pressure to argyge plunger, the convulsions of orgasm squirted out ejaculate,
contributing to the sum | oss of the body?o

O
n
Q

accommaodated the fluid nature of animal spirits within mechanical and circulation models.

Inflation also became a model for the physiology of erection. Gibson described how the
fiNervous bodiesd of the penis fp%BAnixtutep | i ke
of blood and animal spirits rushed into the spongy tissue, distending the orgdgejust li

inflating with air or injecting with fluid. A few years later, such inflations were lampooned

in the third boGkl bif v édoWhdvVkiang thesSdaimnddt 6 s

professors at the Grand Academy of Lagado, Gulliver enters a laboralog/r ei n a figr e«
physiciano blew air into the®awiftcanicalyj a dog a
emphasized thperverity and absurdy of medical approaches fwivate areas of the body,

which includedhe growing fashion ahflation demonstrabns madeby natural

philosophers and anatomists. These mechanistic interpretations, as Emily Boottssuggest

l ed anatomists to be fAiguided by a concern to
system for the &®%howas Bashol; the emihentDpnish ratural . ©

phil osopher and anatomist, depicted nerves a

which dilated to draw Avital Spirit with art

81 BoerhaaveAcademical Lectures: 85.

#2Col e AAnatomical I njections, o 300.

8 Gibson,Anatomy of Human Bodig$33.

8 Jonathan Swifff r avel s i nto Several R_enchom:tpentedfarBénp ns o f t h
Motte, 1726), 2: 68

®EmilyBoothi A Subtl e and Mysterious Machineodo: Thi
Charleton (16191707)(Dordrecht: Springer, 2005), 106.
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by the Nostrilso amdl ceopitriats &Boethanvefalboe c Nefines . O
used mechanical descriptions for how prostatic f
an @Flid dgnamics and mechanical parts explained the workings of both nerves and
male genitalia.
Applying these mechanical terms to penises conjured up images of a syringe. The
seventeentitentury Dutch anatomist Isbrand van Diemerbroeck gave an early account of
this blood and spirits physiology of erection, and its analogy to a syringe.
When the Animal Spiritsyith the hot Arterious Blood, flow more plentifully into it
out of the Nerves and Arteries, then the Yard grows hot and extends it self: but when
the Spirits cease to flow into it, then the more copious Blood and Spirits already
within it, are suckt up byhe little Branches of the small Veins, and then the Yard
falls again. Now that the Yard is extended by the influx of Blood and Spirits, is
easily demonstrated in Bodies newly dead: for if you immit Water thro&yhiage
thrust into the Orifices of thed&ins, and then force that Water forward toward the
nervous Bodies, we shall find the Yard to be extended in the same manner, as we
find it stiffendd in those that %re alive by
Diemerbroeck, like his contemporarigerceived preparing an erect morbid penis using a
syringe and water as beingnvivn the same manner 0
Although this injection experiment did not use either blopdnimal spirits, it was
interpreted as pr otmffunaidn intedreaione The languwgea nces d cen
Di emerbroeck used, including his reference to fAr
physiological role of animal spirits aspriori knowledge. In other words, animal spirits
were proven to be essential to erect@mdnumerous other reproductive processes
through anatomical experiments, but without ever actually experimenting with animal
spirits. Although always absent in these anatomical demonstrations, animal spirits were the
crucial factor for initiating erections,hether voluntary or involuntary. How volition related
to sexual arousal was explored both in this nervous physiology and through metaphors
linking penises to syringes. Thomas Willis described how venereal sensation in the genitalia
made A Spi rhietrs of Icamaak itnlgi tengor gement, perpetuatin

desire back to the mirfdInjections and inflations, according to anatomists, replicated that

8 Thomas BartholinBartholinus Anatomy made from the Precepts of his Father, and from

the Observations of all Modern Anatomists, togethew i t h  fLondon:Oolhm Streater,

1668), 322, 135.

8 BoerhaaveAcademical Lectures: 77.

8 |sbrand van Diemerbroeckkh e Anat omy o f, traHsu\\ &aimoB @ahdor: s é

W. Whitwood, 1694), 151. This treatise was first publishedretome corpr i s humani é

in 1672. The first English edition was published in 1689.

¥Thomas Willis, DrOf WiHd iScousr vPyLamoniiTo®eng,of Physi ¢k
C. Harper, and J. Leigh, 1684), 158.
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surge of animal spirits and blood during arousal, which affirmed notions of a mutual nervous
influence between the groin and the brain.

However, sometimes the animal spirits residing within genitalia became excited
without influence from the mind. This was spontaneous and involuntary arousal. The
concern about involuntary arousal was that it was betylmmdontrol of the will, and could
also negatively influence thoughts, desires, and behaviour. Often described as the most
sensible part of the body, sex organs representatharability to external influences that
could incite lascivious feelings angstful ideas, which threatened to overcome cool reason.
This understanding of animal spirits and the organs of genedatibmechanics and
fluidsd encompassed concerns about free will, sexual behaviour, public decorum, and
manki nddés si nf sgitlogicah phiosophical, &rd encra copcérrys were not
limited to discussions among the medically educated; rather, these ideas were openly
presented to the lay public, particularly through anatomical displays. To return to
Rackstrowds Muguedesarptiohstofahie anatongical avdrks on show
included detailed commentary on sexual physi
larger quantity of blood is thrown into the Penis by the Arteries, than the veins are capable
of returninginagiventime i n consequence of t%Enty18 the Pen
which was a wax representation of a womanods
depth comments about the physiological and philosophical ideas connected with viewing
these preparatin s . It details how the clitoris fprob
affections, to a Woman, wit h*Sudhocosnmen@mrgnveyed
directly compared the sexual anatomy, physiology, and experiences of the two genders while
drawing attention to how genitalia affected thought, volition, and behaviour. These
demonstrations correlated with physiological
observationthanat er n al i magination affecting fetuse
soft wax recei ve s%Atholigh anatomists présentedrtpeir e s si ons . 0
preparations and descriptions of penises as true reflections of physical reatiftes or
nature in actuality, such representations pointedly responded to prevailingauxiieties
and cultural preoccupations about male sexuality.

Several medical authors cited concerns about male reason succumbing to irrational
sexual desires, which led to loose living and social disorder. As Faramerz Diabhoiwala

argus, Nl ust |edgedtobecslcimadangerous force that great value had

PRac kst r owd®APDestliptivecCatatlogue (Giving a FExplanation) of
Rackstr owod(konddny $784), aEL.

*bid., 12.

%2 Julien Offray de La Mettridylan a Machine; Translated from the French of the Marquiss
D6 Ar gLendan: W. Owen, 1749), 61.
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traditionally b e e¥Thepelcancemsabaunmale sesualipwere er y . 0
responded to through animal spirit physiology, depictions of sensibility, and anatomical
demonstrations. That anahspirits coursed through nerves, communicating desires, and
crucially connecting the mind and genitals, became imprinted on the experiments,
preparations, and observations involving injections and inflations. Yet, the association of
syringes and male gialia gained much wider influence as the terms and ideas of
anatomical injections and inflations were appropriated by literary authors for metaphoric
descriptions of the sexual and sensible body.
Sexual Syringe Tropes

Other body parts, however, wakso analogized to syringes. For example, the
physician John Cook suggested that Athe Heart i s
serving to propel the Blood over the whole Body, and so is the fountain of all our Heat and
Mo t i “bYet, agsociationsdiween syringes and genitalia were much more pervasive.
Syringes were not specific to highinded concerns of medicine or anatomy; rather,
syringes became common sexual devices. Concerning the limits of using syringes, Bartholin
gave his fellow practitones t hi s advice: fAthe womb draws the S
conceived, it is said to be shut so close, that the point of a needle cannot enter. And therefore
Physitians do vainly squirt Liquors there into with a Syringe, and Whores endeavour in vain
todd aw out t h&Th® @inalclaupetaboatmbhorion suggests that by the 1660s
syringes were already incorporated with both the high and low professions involved with the
sex organs. This low and lewd association of syringes is further evidentitztdry
metaphors.

A verse from the ballad fAPretty Pegg of Wand:
published in 1719 by Henry Playford, and set to a tune in B minor, mocks the therapeutic
use of glister syringes as perverse:

The Doctor her half Sainted,

For Cures controuling Fate;

That has warm Engines planted,

At many a Postern gate:

If Peggyonce were ill,

And wanted his Skill,

®Faramerz Dabhoi wal ads dlihenmsesualiiylheOrigifsofGe or ge Duf f
Sex: A History of the First Sexual Revolut{dondon: Allen Lane, 2012), 149.

% John CookAn Anatomical and Mechanical Essay on the Whole Animal Oeconomy

(London: W. Meadows, 1730), 36. La MettrieNtan a Maching56) desribed a medical

procedure that correlated ftA sConopklbes iprhjyesd toil oong i acfa
water reanimates the heart and muscles, accordiGgwpero

% Bartholin, Bartholinus Anatomy72.
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Heb6d soon bring her to Deathés door ;
By Love made blind,
Slip from behind,
And make his Injection befor8.
The poem contains seattypical bawdy metaphors: penises as engines, vaginas as postern
gates, and orgasms as dying. Coitus and semen were prescribed in both earnest and jest as a
cure, most frequently for greensickness, as many eighteenthry ballads depict. But, in
thisbal |l ad excerpt the most prominent trope i s
meanings for fAsyringeodo corresponded to both
medical practitioners, such as quacks and-maiwives, and a growing association
between that instrument and penises, as presented in medical and anatomical discussions.
According t o &Dictidnaryof $éxubllLanguage @nd Imagery in
Shakespearean and Stuart Literatuitee use of glister syringe as a metaphor for pegtiss
back as early as 1536by the seventeenth century, this metaphor was common Eiwck.
instance, a couplef other early eighteentbentury satires use Syringe as a comic hame for
surgeon figure&® These caricatures reflected how injections had iiecwidely advertised
and prescribed treatmerits treating venereal complaimt$The linguistic register
associated with syringes, including terms and ideas of injecting and squirting, was used in
imagery and description of male sexual organs, fluids, and actions. This kind of language
signified a broader literary adoption of physiolmjiideas about nervous and sexual fluids
moving between the brain and, the otherwise mechanical, male genitals. Even early in the
century, the sexual sense of syringes and injections had become firmly established in non
medical discussion3.he Works ofrte Earls of Rochester, Roscommon, Dorset t8at the
infamous Edmund Curll published early in the century argkologizedvith a collection of
bawdy works calledhe Cabinetof Love whi ch incl uded #°%Thae Del i gt
poem employs a standagedotic narrative, in which an experienced womarega/virgin
maid detailed sexual advice. The piece concludes with the maid praising her tutor:

She taught me first the Raptures which proceed

®Thomas Do6Urfey, fPr &ongsyCorRpteatdleasdnt addDivettvey r , 0 i
Set t o , &duHs Playfereé (London: printed by W. Person for J. Tonson, 1719), 2:

130.

9 Gordon Williams A Dictionary of Sexual Language and Imagery in Shakespearean and

Stuart Literaturg(lLondon: Athlone Pres4994), 6013.

®See Bani shod Dheemomirti t[upseudc.e] Laughing Phil os
(London, 1723)The Adventures of a Kidnapped Orphaondon, 1747).

% Thomas BayfordThe Effects of Injections into the Urethra, and the Use andeAbius

t hose RdLomlani JeV8héton, 1773), 9.

10 For the reputation and publishing practices of Edmund Curll, see Paul Baines and Pat
RogersEdmund Curll, BooksellgiOxford: Oxford University Press, 2007).
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From the Injectioéd™of Mands gendrous'
Seed was invested wianimal spirits that, as suggested by this couplet and
contemporaneous medical writings, endowed pleasure upon contact with the sensitive
genital organs. Prose writings also explored these syringe metaphors and ideas about animal
spirits and seed.
Also printed in the early part of the centuiijhe Amours of the Marshal de Boufflers
included a scene wherein the incorrigible rake and eponymous protagonist is upbraided by
hi s | aundoOevsasa,pretly sait bftClgster ybu were about to apply ta@iife!
Through figurative meanings, Judith accuses de Boufflers of attempting anal sex with her.
When pressed about this scandal ous attempt, de E
where such Applications ought t thdeBeuflelede. 0 The t
commenting Alet wus try whet hdehedoés.Icthisn Syri nge you
episode, the syringe metaphor as a euphemism enables the discussion of offensive
sodomitical practices, which would otherwise have probably receivedreeBau, the same
metaphor was also used as a direct and technical expression of transgressive sexual acts,
particulaly in criminal cases. In Ma$722, the fifteeryearold James Booty was tried in
court for the rape of fivearold Ann Milton % During the proceedings, a witness surgeon,
Mr Hol |l oway, was asked fAiDo you think she [ Ann Mi
Manner, if there had not been Bmissio Semin&8* Holloway reasoned that such a
iDi sease may be communicated by the Emission of
I nj e ¢°tMamythed court testimonies from medical specialists invoked a similar usage
of @i nYf°€he tridl of Georye Duffusfo sodomy concluded that fAThe
Injection not being proved, the Court directed the Jury to bring in their V&pkatiald'’
During the eighteenth century, AiSpermatick I njec
A Eissio Seminjs0 me a e an gjacukatioa occurrdda requisite proof for many rape

and sodomy cases. On several occasions medical practitioners witnessing in trials of sexual

Y15 The Deli ghtTheWwnfr k¢emds tdhei Earl s of Rochester,
4" ed. (London: E. Curll, 1714), 24.

Y2p pEThe History of the Amou,2%ddlondinhe Mar shal de
printed for E. Mory, 1726), 212.

193 gelect Trials at the SessieH®use in the @ Bailey, for Murder, Robberies, Rapes,

S o d o rflyréon: printed by J. Applebee for J. HoddgE®42), 1: 19801.

1% Ipid., 199.

1% |pid., 191.

196 A 1727 case brought against Thomas Padget of Fulham for the rape of 5 year old
Catherine Burchet foundtheasce d gui | ty because a shared infect

I njection had been made on the Orifice. o
7 pid., 107.Se®abhoi wal ads di scussion ofOri@sofr ge Duffus
Sex 129, 131.
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crimes directly introduced their understandings and terminology that linked syringes with
male organs ofeneration.

Cl el andds not drheiMemoirs obarWpindn of Pleasuoesdnny
Hill, shows the penisyringe trope to be firmly entrenched inthermigd nt ur yés er ot i c¢
register. For instance, one episode wherein Fanny copulates with her leverrdé b e s , il
touched that sweetly critical point, when scarce prevented by the spermatic injection from
my partner spurting liquid fire up to my vitals, | dissolved, and breaking out into a deep
drawn sigh, sent my whole sensitive soul down to that pasdagre escape was denied it,
by its being so del i c'fMdarestiaymeply tespgirggtb and chok
medi cal jargon for wvariationbés sake, Cleland
were profoundly physiological. For example, Clelaledcribed how Fanny and her fellow
prostitute Louisa arouse the penile erectioarod n wi t t ibyad thd iratations e had
used to put the principles of pleasure effectually into motion, and to wind up the springs of
its organ to their supremetph; and it stood accordingly stiff and straining, ready to burst
with the blood and s pi®Thisgortrayhldike manwahersiad i t é
Fanny Hill, recalls a physiology of erection based on mechanics, blood, and spirits that
medicalfigures like Swammerdam, Boerhaave, and Bartholin had previously described.
Borrowingfromap hy si ol ogi cal register also appears i
A |l ater episode involves Fanny 6 smpdiuadsiptb e spi r
thecockpi t ¢ and clustering to a point thereo as
overflow of t h e Ayan, spitsmndinjections are dmplayed, bat the
ejaculate is described as balsamic. Elsewhere Fanny relatasa n 6 s fioi | y bal sam
mi xing deliciously wi t'hBoerhazve tad likeiwiseedsfinedn f | ow
semen as a ft hi c'*¥One explanationifoFdany Hilbrso wre.bd t o me d i
and anatomical discussions is that Cleland haattive interest in those disciplines. But his
interest was part of a greater movement, wherein literary authors generally referred to
physiological ideas to explore sexual and sensible bodies.

This erotic syringe trope made another notable appearanc®irebthat Cleland
deemed as bawdy t h@&aS$t dirghelLidcsnd OgniosseffiTesaami o n s 0

Shandy, Gentleman® Sterne leveled many satirical pokes at medicine, anatomy,

198 3ohn ClelandFanny Hill; or Memoirs of a Woman &easure ed. Peter Wagner

(London: Penguin, 2001 [orig. 1748), 161.

%9 pid., 199200.

19pid., 189.

1 Ipid., 120.

2BgerhaaveAcademical Lectures 5: 70. The use of fdAbal samic:¢
began in the seventeenth century and evokes assaosiatith plant resins, healing powers,
preservatives, medical ointments, and the physiological ideas of Paracelsus. See OED.

113 Arthur Cashaurence Sterne: The Later Yegék®ndon: Routledge, 1992), 92.
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physiology, mechanical philosophy, and especially in reference to)mawifery. Early
in the novel while Tristram is still being birthed, the obstetrical theme widens to include a
short argument about baptismal squifSqui rt s were used for cases fin
cannot deliver her child, and in whichthe childisheld i t s mot her 6s womb i n su
that it cannot make any part of its body appear,
Ri t ual s, '°®hisbeligmus interéerence in dbstetrical matters, especially while
wielding an injecting tool, correspod s t o t he fiparall el between the ¢
accoucheurs and that of the Catholic™clergy, o wh
Sterne continued mocking these squirt baptisms ©b
marriage, and before that adnsummation, the baptizing all the HOMUNCULI at once,
slapdash, byinjection woul d not be a $'hrbisproeedureahed safer cut
suggested, waul He b epsiitecamrltefaodares faire aucun tort a le
pered''® As in mud of Tristram Shandytheories of generation, male sexuality, and the
physiology of sensibility are the backdrop to this segment about squirts. With a wink and a
nod, Sterne introduced syringes and allowed their many meénimgsdical, mechanical,
sexual, and sensitdleto dawnon the knowing reader.
Automata and Wombs
Thedecline inhumoulism coincided with a rise in iatromechanism. This change
involved new physiological models, medical pradi@nd anatomical demonstratin
Taken to its fullest extent, this materialist aggch isolated body parts, reduced body
functions to mechanics, and diminished the metaphysical role of the mind and will. That
reductionism was most apparent in the idea of automata. However, until the late eighteenth
century, the retention of animal spérin this mechanical paradigm safeguarded against total
materialist reductionisé the spirits kept the influence of the mind, soul, and will in pfay.
Of all facets of generation, the womb was subjected to the greatest degree of mechanical
scrutiny, party because of the added attention by and mechanical ideology ef man
midwives. Equipped with mechanical knowledge, practices, and toolspiaavives could

“I'n the seventeent h c ever¢intarchangedbke tenms. Hawedverand A sy r i1
Asquirto increasingly referred specifically to t
15 aurence Sterndhe Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleriizie Florida

Edition of the Works of Laurence Stered. M. New and J. New (Gaasville: University

Press of Florida, 1978 [orig. 17807 ] ) , 3 : 103. Quoting a translatio
James A. Work.

16 A D. Harvey,Sex in Georgian England: Attitudes and Prejudices from the 1720s to the

1820s(London: Phoenix Press, 2001), 56.

17 Sterne, Tristram Shandyl: 69-70.

)1 pid., 70. Transl at ed -pips, and, wighourdwiagesy harrh a | i tt | e
t o the f aTristram ShandyS:t1G5r n e ,

19For the changing political meanings of automata in the Romantic period, se€rdshh,

AfThe Machine Awakens: The Sciencéremimd Pol itics o
Historical Studies34, no. 1 (2011): 8123.
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enter and control the birthing rodi# Within mechanical contexts, polite society accepted
representatins of female genitalia in displays and demonstrations. As long as these
mechanical descriptions of female organs of generation retained the ideas of sense,
sympathy, and affectation through animal spirits and nerves, they remained within the
parameters dhe culture of sensibility. To retain those qualities, mechanical descriptions
and models of wombs often included fluids, which signified the presence of animal spirits in
the living example.
Throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, plgysiolreasingly
involved quantitative experiments, displays, and descriptions of particular body parts, all of
which evoked mechanics. Eighteewgintury anatomists and physicians considered machine
models of the body as a modern medical revolufibAs avirtuoso of mechanical
inventions, Robert Boyle and his work struck the imaginations of anatomists, like
Boerhaave, as profoundly as any other kind of natural philoséffiwilson observeshat,
in support of Willis, the philosopher and theologian Henrytaa claimed that people are
more than machi nes as “iyetlsane, like aaMettris, plairdye and r
statedthai The human body i s a mach P Mestpgedpet wi nds
including physiologists and natural philosophstsepped short of purely materialist and
mechanical accounts of humans. By the-gighteenth century Jenty could reflect on the
profound impact mechanics had on understanding the body, drawing a comparison with
technical achievements in linguistics andinayat i on: Al t i s universall
true mechanical Representation of the human Machine, as well as a Description of it, is as
useful as a Lexicon, or ge8graphical Map, to
Physicians, in particular, embraced this mectelmparadigm for its prescriptive
power. They explained their advice and remedies as if mechanics estimating how best to fix
a broken clock or pump. One example of this prescriptive practice comes from the
anonymous physiciaauthor of the early eighteentienturyThe Ladies Physical Directory
Foll owing some dietary advice, the author ex
Blood and Juices with nutritive Parts, increases the Spirits, and apparently invigorates the

whole human System; whereas a lavgal overpowers the digestive Faculty, lays a Clog

120 5ee WilsonMaking of ManMidwifery, 56-7.

2L pierre DionisA General Treatise on Midwifeey ( London: , W19 Befatel et al
V.

122 BoerhaaveAcademical Lecturess: 400. Robert Boyléd Free Enquiry into the Vulgarly

Received Notion of Natufeondon, 1686)305:fi These | i ving Aut omat a,
This reference from Boyl efaust ounsaetdoni.no t he OED
123 Catherine WilsonEpicureanism at the Origins of Modern{g@xford: Clarendon Press,

2008), 150.

1241 a Mettrie,Man a Machine11.

125 Charles Nicholas Jentin Essay on the Demonstration of the Human Stru¢huedon,

1757), 6.
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upon all the Wheel s and "Apathersugtsimpedimentine Ani mal Ma
the human machine was too much alcohol: #fAAs to V
and raise the Spirits may be vempper, but too much, instead of raising, will dissipate, and
in some Degree extinguish t he "Iptablyithiss, and ener v
prescription snippet has animal spirits as integral to the human machine paradigm. Likewise
one periodicaéntry fromThe Guardiann 1714 scathingd e s cr i be dFrdeow s ome i
Thinker® woul d have humauatsnatdrade up af Banas dnel Mesdes,a s
Nerves, Arter i e§Liginygdutohatd, whethentBgbodes otjustbody
parts, weravholly mechanical aside from the presence and animating force of animal spirits.

But some entertained notions of the animal spirits and soul not being within the
human machine, suggesting that humans were no more than the sum of their material
part® trueautomatd?® Boerhaave described the automaton as follows:

An Automaton is a Machine that performs varioustidns without any other

Causehan the Mechanism of its own Parts within itselfiietr, when once put in

Motion, continue so, from the same CauBkus a Watch is an Automaton, which,

whilst in Order, moves round its Hands by the determinate Motion of its internal

Parts. By an automatic Motion, or Impulse, we therefore understand that Motion

which results from the mechanical Structure of the humatyBehich we can

neither produce nor destroy®by the Influence
Boerhaaveds description highlights key aspects o
significant association with watches and clotkshe idea of automatic motion; and thes
of volition.**?

The body as automaton idea raised philosophical and theological questions about the
will as an extension of a divine, immaterial sB8Excluding a spiritual soul from regularly
participating in human affairs did not sit well with maegpecially the increasingly
influential Methodists, who professed personal and quotidian relationships with God.

izs Physician [pseudThe Ladi es Ph y&édc(leohdorDi739% 86t or y é
Ibid.
128D Bartlett, The Guardiar®, no. 130 (London: J. Tonson, 1714), 174.
129 For a brief discussion of seventeente nt ury fizoomor phic automata, 0
Epicureanismat Modernity 23.
130 BperhaaveAcademical Lectured: 7.
18lbid.,310Some even translated the Greek original of
Mettrie, Man a Machine66.
132Boyle gave special consideration to the notion of automataR&eert Boyle The Works
of the Honourable Robert Boy(eondon, 1772), 3: 48.
133 Some writers began advocating natural philosophical accounts that fit automata into

various theological model s about Godés intervent
Baynard gave the folown g cos mol ogi c al description: AAnd her
Tongue [/ Can praise enough t haAuomatood doé6r ous One, [/

Health, a Poem3“ ed. (London, 1724), 29. This poem went into at least seven editions.
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William Cullen argued Athat the seeming auto
soul ani mat i n‘Ytheaefole, aiivingnimaldstnot tuty sin adtomaton.
Medical authors also censured mechanical, materialist theories. Marmaduke Berdoe
criticized Boerhaave for training his studen
other point of view than as a mechanical automaton, an acr i moni Pus mass
Perhaps Berdoe overl ooked Boerhaaveds staten
merely an hy d¥arpérhaps B&doe Had am enpréssion common to other
readerd that Boerhaave was undecided as to thergxthat humans were machines,
although they were certainly machililee.

In distinguishing the extent to which humans were like automata, Boerhaave
reasoned:

Man is no more than a mere Machine during a considerable portion of his Life,

namely, in theitme of Sleep, at which time the animal Part is dead, and the former

vital Machine only continues to act; but if that also ceases, a fatal Sleep ensues, from

which we never awake, namely, perfect Death itSelf.
When one is unconscious, the animal spitiesreo longer directed by the mind. Boerhaave
further qualified that some parts of the body are never subject to tHé®@iie example he
proposed was the womb: AThe Motions of the |
purelymechanicabr involuntary; for did they depend upon the Will, some Women would
direct it to Motions di anmM@Thisinstancedfy opposi te
fimechanicabrinvoluntaryd mot i on i s a pointed one: a woma
internal orifice of her womb ants agency over generation. Procreative physiological
functions were often involuntary motioria.her midwifery manual, Jane Sharp suggested
that fAwhen the Yard casts the Seed into the
slanting fibres lays hold af and embraceth it, and by this circle the Seed is kept in the

134 William Cullen, Lectureson the Materia MedicéLondon, 1773), 4.

135 Marmaduke Berdogn Essay on the Nature and Causes of the Gout, with a few

Conjectures on the Probability of its Cugath, 1771), 20.

1% BoerhaaveAcademical Lectures: 347.

137\bid., 4: 281. See La MettridJan aMachine 9: A The body and soul ¢
together . o

¥pid.,1:8fANor is the Mind able to suppress thes.
MachinesforSelfpr eser vati on. 0o

1391bid., 46.See AllisonMuri, The Enlightenment Cyborg: A History of @munications

and Control in the Human Machine, 168830(Toronto: University of Toronto Press,

2007). Muri suggests that-ceitwphwomanwasrafely nd i s t
characterized directly as a machine, although her automatic womb waedeas a distinct
mechanism within which the fetus was a passe
comment , Di onis argued that the AMotions of
are purelymechanicabr involuntaryo Treatise of Midwifery46.
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Womb, that it c“Anotot Md wb roauyt 6 sa gmaii chwiof ery text ex
how fit he avsohitselfandbperatesy Virtue of its ownActive Faculties ‘¢!
He further dédiansoifb & c et Wootmbtoheveir e t he chief caus:
Constitutionof theHuman Conceptian'® These spontaneous womb actions had profound
conseguences on female constitutions and, if pregnant, the fetus. Those actions also lai
beyond womends mental control, suggesting that t
Another noted instanaaf thewomb acting autonomously was during parturition.
Willis observedfiSometimes it also happens, that Convulsive Symptoms are induced in
Chidbear i ng Women, by reason of so%fNtohyprt or evil
were contractions involuntary movements of the womb, they could be induced by others,
such as practitioners.
Harvierelates, That wonderful Convulsions were caused binjbetion of some
sharp thing into the Womb: So sometimes, though rarely it happens, that a Morbific
Matter, or ExplosiveCopulais fixed to the Spirits dwelling about the Extremities of
the Nerves, and near the Womb, immediately, from the place therte®ffeand
without fault of the Brair™
These observations emphasized the wombds ner vous
motions could be initiated by a practitioner 6s i
generally, responded spontaneouslytoexternas t i mul i , such as a practiti
a male member. That certain obstetrical manipulations effected specific responses through
the motions and qualities of fluid animal spirits again related to an automaton that worked
within regular mechanitdéaws and could be adjusted by any one of many different
operators.
The perception of the womb as an automaton within the body followed on from
early modern notions of the womb as difing.'* Like Willis, Boerhaave recounted
Har vey 6s i deeosswantboovemestgont a

“0JaneSharpffhe Compl eat Mi d(konfloa:a%25),Q% Acpoading to n é
The Ladies Dispensatory: or,2%é&yLendon, 16 men Her Own
107, a notable uterine disorder related to hysteria was furor uterinus, defined asi@ecausat

condition wherein the female was dAinvoluntarily
Jean Baptiste van Hel mont supposed that the fexc
appetiteo caused its 0nATemanaof Pamdexsstranam or | i bi di n

Walter CharletorfLondon, 1650), 65.
1John MaubrayT he Fe mal e (Lendon,sl724);1a7n é

142 y1n;

Ibid.

WWillis, AOf ConDul sWivkel DE38saPeracbdi ctae

144 bid.

See Darren Wagner, #fAVisual i, PDissectioomsl of t he Womb

lllustration, circa 166 7 7 4 lliustraiion in the Long Eighteenth Century: Reconfiguring
the Visual Periphery of the Texdd. Christina lonesdiNewcastleCambridge Scholars
Publishing, 2011), 568.
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The celebratetiarvey, whose Name must be always mentioned with Esteem,
writes, that the Uterus contains in itsel
Power is so considerable, that the Child has been found betwixt tHesTdiigs
dead Mother, by the Expulsion of the Uterus after her de¢&ase.
The womb continued to have an independent and vital fArtanslation of Nicolas
Venetteds erofCionj mgai c & liize)reReet thisnbtidonthat the
wombfii s an “MAei ndeels.cor i bed how the womb fAis extr
passionately | oves or hates any thing. 1ts |
Member in order to draw from it wherewith to
Venette even attributed passions, instincts, and desires to the womb.
However, in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, likening wombs to
animals was displaced by likening wombs to machines. AnatomistSikkeerbroeck
debunked medical &hs of an animalistic womb. He was vexed as to how
any one will be so obstinate as to believe that the womb is alive after the Decease of
t he woman, and is movdd of it sePlatb by it s
he will split upon a most hafdock of Absurdity, while he concludes that the womb
is a Creature of it self, not living a Life common to the rest of the Body; and hence it
will follow that one Creature is composed of two, or that one Creature is the
perfecting part of the othéf?
Havingtwo separate creatures or beings in one was absurd. But having an isolated
mechanism within a larger machine was common. The Dutch physician and midwifery
author Henrick van Deventer expounded how God, the Mechanic, contrived humans to be
c ompr i senbst netessary Machines, the least liable to Accidents and Errour, but not
t o be '¥EThis prindple was particularly manifest in the machinery of generation:
AfiHence it is that the Rearing of a Cieild in
best secured against, and are the I1™®ast liab
Yet, in line with earlier animal analogies, Deventer also suggested that the womb had the
power fto t Famedaoeariymaderrsarthofs.canstruechb®as defying
personal and medical control, the new, modern mechanical physicians could measure and

control its parameters. |In essence, t°he womb

146 BoerhaaveAcademical Lecture 5: 103.

“"Nicolas VenetteConj ugal L o,7ed Rendoa,d720) k6

18 DiemerbroeckAnatomy of Human Bodig$74.

i‘s‘z Hendrik van DeventeT he Art of Mi (Howdor, E716Y, inttoduptiono v 6 d
Ibid.

151 BoerhaaveAcademical Lecture$: 104.

152 | pid.
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to a machine within a machin& This change in perception correspled to seventeenth

and eighteenticentury discussions and representations of animals as mathiMéth this

change came the loss of certain qualities: it roamed less, it released fewer vapours, and the
fury of its dispositions quietened. But, femal& segans still sucked, grasped, dilated,
contracted, felt, and desired.

These early eighteenttentury medical portrayals of mechanical wombs were
adopted into bawdy literature. The 1723 collection of lewd pd&lemsure for a Minutegfor
examplej nc |l uded ThehWateilEmngineo et A

A Female Engine 6tis, youoll say,

That | thus lively here display;

All other Engines it exceeds,

It does those mighty wondoérous Deeds;

Itdés Water, mixo6éd, is of such worth,

It procreates, and Man brings forth:

But when you well this Engine try,

|t draws the Loverédés Water dry;

It has a Well t hat neber has been
Homef at homoéd, yet al | venture in;
Thod someti mes this wil.l burn | i ke FI ame,

When in the Hands of vicious Dame;:
It is the Mover of Desire,

Firstkindles,theput s out " ovebds Fire.

Al t hough fAengined did not necessarily refer to

female genitalia as an engine evokes a pump image. This metaphor also conveys the sense of

sex organs as satfioving and as the origin of desi Like the animal qualities Pierre Dionis

had attributed to the womb, mGddehdriaenxde rdte salrli
those springs of the compressive exsuction, with which the sensitive mechanism of that part
thirstily draws and drains thé np p | e '&° Althdugh Cleland used mechanical terms,

the nervous sensitivity of female genitalia preseiteinvoluntary and lustful motiorns’

The same principles appiyso to males ifranny Hill. i For n-machirtestonghya n

worked upon by th sensual passion, felt so manfully his advantages and superiority, felt

133 John StedmarRhysiological Essays and Observatigislinburgh, 1769), 63.

1% See WilsonEpicureanism at Modernifyl56. Wilson particularly highlights Rén
Descartes as explaining how ani mals fwere
%5 pleasure for a Minte, or the Amorous Adventufisondon: A. Dodd, 1730), 20. For
discussion of this poem and its mechanical trope, see Myioorg 200.

136 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 221.

57 For discussion of Fanny Hill and machigenital trope, see MurGyborg 19598.
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withal the sting of pleasure so intolerable that, maddening with it, his joys began to assume a
character U% hfeu #imeuhsi nnees, sd0 a l t hough meechanical
measurable forces that sexual stimulation exert on the body and mind. Fanny also
experiences sex in this way, as spirits and
of those nether lips, from the-thr i v i n g “hrantdcéntury erdtic lierature, as in
medical, both male and female genitalia were described as machines that were sensitive,
autonomous, and influentigbuch mechanical metaphors also referred to specific machines
and devices.

In particular, mechanical discussions aboutvtieenb invited comparisons with one
of the most impressive kinds of eighteen#mtury machings the clock. In he opinion of
the esteemedccoucheuDionis, whenthe wombigii I | or wel |l , all the B
it; wherefore it is called the Clock, wiicshews the bad or good state of Health in
Wo me 1°Bderhaave was perhaps the most impressed by the regularity of menstruation:
AnThere are some Women who have their Menses
t el | t'APhysitians werednoté¢honly ones to describe this uterine timekeeping. A
dirty song that touched on thiseme, and which rode the c@ait | s o fTristBame r ne 6 s
Shandy advi sed fimai dens and madams, whose fanc
desires an dandiop@oasiolristtara Shlaridf e/ Yo u 6 kldckworkv e | i ke
as tr ue '®avale genitalia $hareddn these clockwork representations. In the same
vol ume, a ballad entitled AThe Femal e Barber
competed for théullest escutcheon. The losers, being poor sports, forcefully shaved the
pubic hair of the winner. The newly shorn vi
the husband takes no notice for aShantdthser t wel
noi ons, / The cl ock!®Fiot toweadgallromi Stmoniedss «
mechani cal phil osophy to Mr. and Mrs. Shandy
affirmedd for both sexed that genitals kept their own motion and ran to their own rhythm.

Animal spirits enabled the womb to affect its own-sedition and provided for its
own life force, owis vitae'® The womb, like the brain, was exceedingly sensitive to
motions of the spirits. The most poignant example of this sensitivity was smell. When
Boerhaave explained the interrelation between mechanics and sensibility he suggested that

ithere is internally concealed a mere spirit

138 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 200.

1591bid., 205.

%9 Dionis, Treatise of Midwifery35.

161 BoerhaaveAcademical Lectures: 113.

35 The old famous Kitt | ebhe@udedortheBSplééh ad paraphr
(Newcastle, 1769), 18.

A The Femal e BinCGubedortse:Sple¥n T(aNeewcdast | e, 1769) ,
164 BoerhaaveAcademical Lecture$: 345.
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Machine; so that we need not wonder that a Motion in one Nerve should exatéa M
t he ¥Hiss .@xample of this fimere spirituous or ner
There have been instances, he recall ed, where AF

with Appl es, ot he t*Butnymestiored, $melingwaamot Roses . 0

exclusively the province of the nose. Di emer br oe
induce hysteria while fAsweet®TBisphdndmedonr el i eved s
foll owed from t he wmeld Asveet smelipesentadéochemposei on t o s

would cause the wontio ascend, causing a hysterical fit. However, a sweet smell placed on
the fAinside of the Privityo encou®fThiged the womb
older notion was advanced by Vai@enAndreas Moellenbrock in his treatise on scurvy

grassCochlearia Curiosg 16 76) , wherein he suggested that som
ungrateful to the taste, but stinking sented t oo
Physitians, theyarehut f ul t o t he He aYdAsMsvoJerimernolend Ner ves. 0

fiWomen, particularly their wombs, Wa&hse held to &b

sexual and physiological perceptma s part of the understanding of
considerable,and f t en danger ous, '"&Smélleas a sign of gewositivit, he body. o
was also used in literary portrayals of sensible individuals and female susceptibility.

In The Expedition of Humphry Clinkér1 77 1) , Tobias Smoll ettds dej
Matthew Bramble is exactly reminiscent of Boer ha
nervous Man. o0 As in Moellenbrockds smell discuss
stench, meant no more than a strongingpreso n on t he Wihdahst ory nerves. 0

consideration in mind, an episode occurs in a fashionable public house in Bath involving

Bramblebs romantically inclined niece, Lydi a. Up
feverish with a headache becauseithel ace was so hot, and the smell
%5 pid., 49.

180 1bid.

187 John PecheyA General Treatise of the Diseases of Maids, Bigbellied Women - Child
BedWomen, and Widowkondon, 1696), 155, affirmed thmevalence of this smelomb
relationship by relating that there are
upwards, 0 which could cause a complicated
18 DiemerbroeckAnatomy of Human Bodig$71.

%9valentin Andreas Moellenbrockochlearia Curiosa: or the Curiosities of

Sc ur vy grana. §mas Sherley (London: printed by S. and B. Griffin, for William
Cademan, 1676), 117.

"Mark Jenner, fACivilization and D@wldtourie,adi on?
in Civil Histories: Essays Presented to Sir Keith Thoneats Peter Burke, 1244 (Oxford:

Oxford University Press, 2000), 132.

"Mark Jenner, AFollow Your NoseAMmne®anel |, Smel | i nc¢
Historical Reviewl16, no. 2 (2011)346. Jenner provides an insightful and comprehensive

account of the historiography of smells.

"2 Tobias SmollettThe Expedition of Humphry Clinké®xford: Oxford University Press,

1998 [orig. 1771]), 18.
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we ar e ‘dsheed rteomeddy for such a swoon as Lydia
hysteria, through more smells:

When a Person is inelirium, or Swoon, the Physician cannot recall the Mind,

which has no relation to his Business; but by applying Vinegar, or other Volatiles to

the Nose, he can restore the sick Machine to its former Motions, and then the Mind

will also exhibit its former Actions, and this full as well as if he understood the

mannerof Connexion between the Actions of the Body and those of the conscious

Mind.*"*
Smells had a unique influence over the exceptionally sensitive parts of the human machine,
whether that was the brain or the womb.

Mechanical physiology reinforced the regudad readable set of motions in the
bodyd gestures and sigésused throughout the culture of sensibility. Boerhaave noted that
many of the machinke i ke changes in the human body, suc
throd their Vessel sbseivatignd Inthese cases, twadthédy hu man
physicianbs role to read observable signs re
signs were wel|l established in medicine: #fATh
Colour, Heat, Tension, and Moistureo t he Skin, the Br'fSydnt ness of
physical cues are the very same as those used in literary portrayals of sensible and sexual
bodies'’’ These signs were also used in midwifery. Maidwives, in particular, perceived
touching as both reliamn fine senses and involving a set of mechanical changes. As such,
Wi | | i am Counee bflLactarésaipon Midwifefy742) detailed the use of his
obstetrical manikin or phantom for showing the skeletal structure of the pelvis, the
anatomical patsaf he or gans of generation, and for pr
and delivery-"

Yet, the growing use of obstetrical tools and interest in statistical measurements of
pelvises, uteruses, and other reproductive parts reinforced conceptualizateonalef
reproductive organs as mechanical, which threatened the importance of sensitive touch. In
the introduction to hi&» Compendium of Midwifer§1 766), Thomas Cooper commented on
this application of mechani cs the8ranchiofittis f er y .
Science, which has the nearest Analogy with the Study of Midwifery, and the Lever, the

only adventitious Member required, to assist the Operations of the animal Machine, in the

" pid., 41.

174 BoerhaaveAcademical Lectured: 70.

15 |bid., 58.

178 |bid.

"7 See chapter four for a fuller discussion of reading pathologies.

"8 illiam Smellie, ACodr se of Lect ur e(kondoqPoldd2)Mi dwi f eryé
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Act of P mthisinstahce, the application obshanical tools such as forceps to
delivery corresponded to a perception of the [dodgpecially the labouring wordbas
mechanical. Cooper, I|Ii ke many of his coll eagues,
of parturition within mechanical termi& The arrayof eighteentkcentury mechanical
obstetrical tools had bloomed by mddntury, with many practitioners trying to cram their
own speciality instruments into the midwifery market (8d.2)!**J ohn Leakeds cour se
midwifery included a lecture specificalyn di f fi cul t | abours. This | ect
the Method of applying thEorcepsand other Kinds ofnstrumentsin several Positions of
theChildsHeadd a n d h o wTetebra Qcsukalofig StigsarsandScalpel Ring €
[the] Tire-téteor Crotche'™® (fig. 2.13). Mechanical instruments, as many historians have
noted, epitomized the materialist reduction of female reproduidinis materialist
reduction provided mamidwives, surgeons, and physicians the authority to speak about
and attend to female organs of generalféhat reductionism cast the sensitivity of male
practitioners and female reproductive bodies into question.
Because of this dependency, mechanical objects and language became strongly
linked with their vocations, which both became a point of pride and a target for criticism. In
a tract considering the pros and cons oftmend wi v e s , Louis tapeyre critic
surgeon employed in the exercise of his art, is no more than a thinking machine actually at
work, and entirely occupied with the thoughts of conducting the operation he is employed
a b o #*Althaugh disparaging of such mechanical operators, Lapeyutted that man
midwives filled a necessary and beneficial role. But, not everyone agreed. The-French
trained midwife, Elizabeth Nihell, vehemently argued against accoucheurs. She derided
those male practitioners as full of inapplicable knowledge; yestihallowed that a
mi dwi fe should know Athe structure and mechani ca
more particul ar I"§Altbugs dtronglygagsocated witke modesnermale 6

dominated medicine, mechanics became ingrained inte#oas of female reproduction.

9 Thomas Coope® Compendi um (bdndoMi766nEf er y é

18 Muri, Cyborg 202, described a shift to descriptions of the womb as more passive and the

fetus as selmoving in parturition.

181 See WilsonMaking ManMidwifery, 65-103.

2John Leake, fAA Course of Lectures on the Theor )
1767), 12.

183 Historians such as Allison Muri, Lianne McTavish, and Lisa Forman Cody have

highlighted such reductionist perspectives of female bodies.

184 See Muri Enlightenment Cybor@®19-224.

1851 ouis LapeyreAn Enquiry into the Merits of These Two Important Questions: |. Whether

Women with Child Ought to Prefer the Assistance of Their Own Sex to that-of Men

Midwives? Il. Whether the Assistance of M@n d wi ves i s Con(tondar, y t o Decen
1772), 58.

18 Elizabeth Nihell A Treatise on the Art of Midwifefzondon, 1760), 33.
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This mechanical envisioning of the womb culminated in the production of
obstetrical manikins or phantoms used by lecturing-mawives. Dissections and wax
models of female reproductive organs had engendered a partasdaration to European
audiences well before and into the eighteenth century2(fig. a/b)**’ However, the
production and use of manikins correspondingly grew with new mechanical perspectives on
female reproduction. While individuals like La Mettrie prepd that humans were
machines, these manikins suggested the reverse: that machines couid &iahdmans.

Manikins became a fashionable obstetrical teaching accessory aroundmntidy, at the

height of the struggles between midwives and-migwives!®® At the core of the debates

about manikins was sensibility, particularly about whether-matwivesdmechanical

approach to womends reproductive bodies excl
models of female organs of generation adequatelyreprese d t hose partsoé se

Yet, manikins became major assets for those attempting commercial teaching in
mi dwi fery. For example, in his AAnrnAbstract
Infirmaryo (1744), Sir Ri céochabgetribhblectaresrag ham pr
follows:

With due Explanations bfnatomicalPreparations&c. TherepeatedPerformances

of all Kinds ofDeliveries on our greaMachine with theOcular Demonstration of

theReasorandJustnes®f theRulesto be observeth all genuineand true Labours,

in theLying-in Infirmary, on ourGlassMachine, makes a complete Method of

teachingMidwifery.'®®

¥I'n relating the history of dissecting femal

described how the Astatutes from 1405 set Ot
anatomies (two and one respectively). 60 Thes
twenty of them or, when the subject was a woman, thirty; mostly chosen from among the
foreign schol ailResu( bdyt i R2g)n Bsepaetchiof i(e6d7 1t hat i |
show that dissections of female bodies were particularly popular, especially\Wehey
pregnant. 0 For the history of wax anatomical
Dacome, i Wo me n , Wax and Anat &pages, Objecttdngé 06 Cen't
Identities in Early Modern Italian Medicineds. Sandra Cavallo and David Gleotie, 50

78 (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2008).

The most insightful discussion of obstetric
I mitation of Real Women and Chi-Cahturg nd: Obst e
Br i t aTheFemaleiBody in Medig and Literatureeds. Andrew Mangham and Greta

Depledge (Liverpool: University of Liverpool Press, 2011)889 Sheena Sommers,
AiTranscending the Sexed Body: Reason, Sympat
over Mal e MierdaeiBddgin Mdicive 88-10D6.

189 Richard Manninghani An Abstract of Midwiderynfor mahg
(London, 1744), frontispiecéeake also advertised his midwifery lectures as having the

di stinct a dnifaiad Reprgsentatidn by MAmhdeeso t he most
Imitation ofreal WomerandChildren 6 Leake, fACourse of Lectur es
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Manningham, like Smellie, Leake, and other midwifery lecturers, considered teaching with
machines to be the greatesissible advantadé’ Lecturers advertised these advantages,
which included how students would fAperfectly for
and pr bt er n &tThesenachines varaias gooddas the real thing, without
fiRisqueof injuring either Motheror Child. & However, critics argued that manikins did not
provide students with the sensitive and knowing touch needed in obstetrical medicine.

This concern about the lack of sensitivity students acquired from training on
obstetrical machinesrose in discussions about a valued midwifery skill and common
obstetrical lecture topit?wh at L e a k e Meehancal Knbvdedgapp | 7 6d t o t he
Operation ofTurningthe Child. *3* John Burton, who was lampoonedTiristram Shandgs
the cumbersome echanical operator, Dr Slop, vehemently criticized the inappropriate
application of mechanical t ooTuningteChdddpeci ally t &
manoeuvre$® In A Letter to William Smelli€ 1 753) , Burton refuted Smelli
technique of using forceps to turn a child in the womb when the shoulders are stuck. Burton
concluded that AUpon a Machine you may do such a
be effected on an human Body in Labour; the Difference betwixt these two being very
g r e'®Burtanwas partly criticizing how mamidwives engrossed themselves in
mechanical approaches and partly defending his advantages aswidwafie with a
trained, sensitive, and knowing touch.

Whereas detractors raised concerns about mechanicsleag t o t he | oss of me
sensibility, advocates of mechanical approaches and teaching argued that manikins
replicated two key sensory experiences, sight and touch. Manningham boasted that his
ma c hi n e socuafDfeentoends tfir at i o n 0 soofgeneration andhatlomwedi or or gan
practice in fAthe Manner of THeteusdnihesgtwor Handl i ng
senses foll owed fr om touchihgainvde saén attroard isttisadn a In vsok ivlel

The machine used by Manni ngham wBheetorifa Contri var

a Woman, with amrtificial Matrix. 6 | b WnébrtupateB,¥s.glass machine does not
have a more detailed description, although a few other manikins do.
“1pid., 15.

192bid., preface: vii.

¥l eake war ned t Maahineslbadly constructgdiofmuctreal Harm by
misinforming the Judgment of ttf®&udentand giving him a false Idea of Nature both in the

Touch Figure, andDispositiono f the sever al Parts. o Leake, AfCour
%% |bid., 13.

®Smel |l i eds annot deciuressupon Midwifainstcuoterd ynowavhen theé s

fetusispreseetd si deways to fAAll ways fix the Forceps on
better so in this Posil6) on draw upon and downwar
1% john BurtonA Letter to William Smelle ( London: printed for W. Owen

After pressing his arguments everther, Burton ree mp h a s Upane dlachirie this
indeed may be dooae(188).not on a Fitus
¥"Manninghamft Abstract ofefadetividwi f ery, o
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visual demonstrations in dissections. Through suahtjmes both mamidwives and
anatomists bolstered their appearance as figures of refined sensibility.

Another criticism of manikins related to the inadequate representation of female
organs of generation as especially sensible parts. The inclusiamdsfifi some of these
mechanical imitations of wombs was intended to replicate that essential hydraulic
component, which included animal spirits and nervous movement. Abraham Chovet, who
made several elaborate wax models for anatomical teaching in Lamdated and
advertised in the 1730s a model of -faetafipr egna
bl ood was shown t h'®atthatimecnedios waresndestigatimgu i d s . 0
maternaifoetal circulation as it related to the conveyance of angmigits and the
phenomenon of maternal impressions on foetuses2(fi§) *° Smellie also advertised
fluids in his obstetrical machi ne: AEach Pup
natural Way, inclosed in tHéterus and surrounded withitde mbr anes &hd Wat er s
This reenactment mirrored the mechanical description given some years earlier by
Boer haave, when he el aborated that in partur
distend and dilate the Os Uteri like a Bladder, so as to proegcatient natural Machine or
Il nstrument t o *“fSochaportrayal of the meBhanical htilitiés of the
amni otic membranes and fluids essentially bl
mani ki n. But Boer haasvepbasr td eosfc rai pmaicohni noef Aftlou if
emphasizes the spontaneous quality of that hydraulic, parturition machine.

Sensibility on the part of the practitioner and the female body led to other criticisms
about male obstetrical operators inciting sexanausal through their touching female
genitalia. This scathing criticism did not cause madwives to disappear, rather the
capacity for female pleasure diminished. As Laqueur argunel Rousseau affignthe
notion that female pleasure was essentiaintact of sexual reproduction was dismissed in
the mideighteenth centurdf? The date given for this shift in perceptions, however, is set a
few decadesoo earl. | have foundhe mechanization of male and female genitalia was not
to the exclusion of pleassd at least not initially. Rather, animal spirits were initially
retained as an integral part, or force, within the womb/automaton. However, with the
discredit of animal spirits came a reduction of the sensitive influences of female genitalia on

the congtution and mind within these mechanical obstetric approaches. Female pleasure

%) j eske, fAObstetrical Machines, oo 70.

199 5ee the section on maternal imagination in chapter four.

2% Smellie,Lectures upon Midwiferys.

201 BperhaaveAcademical Lectures: 192.

2Thomas Laqueur, fAOrgasm, Generation, and th
Representation$4 (Spring 1986): 1 4 ; George Rousseau, iSexual
Panspermist JokeRe pr oducti ve Technol oAgCulwral Histarynol Vi r gi
the Human Body In the Enlightenmeadtl. Carole Reeves (Oxford: Berg, 2010), 4: 54.
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and the intimate connection between sight, touch, and arousal diminished as the theory of
animal spirits became insupportable. This shift dulled some anxieties about the sexual
implications of having mamidwives or male obstetricians since the mind was no longer
influenced by the motions of spirits. Without animal spirits, the autorriiemgenitalia
exercised less influence over the mind and behaviours of the individual.
Condusion

The penis/syringe and womb/automaton metaphors came about for different reasons;
however, for most of the eighteenth century both metaphors corresponded to mechanical
theories about generation and discussions about sensible, sexual bodies. Bgdages
more than just figurative phalluses: they were adapted to be both sexual and reproductive
devices. Those seeking to enhance their private pleasures could benefit from squirting
dildos. In the lewd booR New Atalantis for the Year One Thousand 8éWendred and
Fifty-Eightsuch a device was acquired and used by the lascivious young maid Tonzenie,

who took her sexual cues from reading AOvi doés
Memoirs of a WGEHhie TanteniePpleasarediherselérisrench maid,
who was Awel | skilled in such practices, wo ul

injection; nay, sometimes artfully gird it to her loins, and act the man with her young
mi s t *@Isysialogical descriptions, figurative associationsl, gresalildos that
mimicked male ejaculations foreshadowed the first documented human artificial
insemination, which John Hunter designed using a syringe. A man who had a hypospadias
and could not i mpregnate his wiithaesyrmwmges advi sed
fitted for the purpose, previously warmed; and that, immediately after the emission had
taken place, it should be taken up by the syringe, and injected into the vagina, while the
femal e organs were stil I”Thismovetoartificel i nfl uence
insemination by injection was not a giant leap; preceding decades of anatomical practices,
literary imagery, and erotic devices portended this mechanical replacement of a penis in
experiment.
Unlike the metaphorical likening ofpises to syringes, the idea of the womb as a
machine continued to be employed throughout the nineteenth century. Without the inclusion
of animal spirits, obstetrical manikins became even more accurate representations of a
purely materialist and mechanigstemale reproductive physiology. This view of the womb
as an involuntary organ eventually became manifest ianmieteentkcentury introduction

of anaesthesia in obstetrical deliveries. Yet, in the early eighteenth century, anatomical and

203 A New Atalantis, for the Year One Thousand Seven Hundred andEigfty 2" ed.
(London: M. Thush, 1758), 52.
2% |bid., 52-3. Also referred to in Harvegex in Georgian England4.

Ar

by

of

2% Eyverard HomeAn Account of the Dissedlondonn of an Her ma

1799), 8.
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obstetrical agtities, perspectives, and representations relating to genitalia promoted ideas of
mechanism that accommodated animal spirits. Both syringes and manikins, like other

mechanical instruments used by anatomists and medical practitioners, reflected narrower
vocational discussions and broader cultural expectations about how bodies and sexuality

worked. These mechanical ideas and approaches in the eighteenth century left an enduring
impression as to how male and female genitalia function. Until the 1770s, tiaésmial

and obstetrical ideas corresponded with cultural portrayals of sexual organs in sensible

bodies. These representations held both male and female genitalia to have exquisite feeling,
degrees of autonomy fr om t hflaendeavdrithei dual 6s wi
constitution.

Around t he same t i mW@ilimsSméellie (ihe encyblgpaedist,p er i me
not the marmidwife) asserted that male and female genitals without nerves and spirits
ficonvey nothing more t hselfmotvh en gi dffBorhmost eam au't
of the eighteenth century, animal spirits embodied themechanical, nomaterial, and

essential active elements of human generation and sexual physiology.

2% \illiam Smellie, The Philosophy of Natural Histo@ublin: W. Porter, 1790)1: 789.

131



Figures: Chapter Two

r . 1

Sl ,r.-.',’
-

A

Fig.21An i nfl at ed p e niAsthrépolagimNo¥éa n(els7 1D7 )a.k eTohse
accompanying text describes the organfama to inflate a penis, showing where to insert

the blow pipe (Q) and where to place ligatures to capture the air (P).
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Fig. 2.2 An engravingshowingdissected female organs of generation with the vasculature
inflated. The original versionAWddca hi s
Dictionary( 1 74 3) i s f r o mDeR/gumi OeganisGener&iona af 6 s
Inservientibus de Clysteribus et de Usu Siphonis in Anat(ir6&8).
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Fig.23Pl at e V of J|ACompendiumbBAnaomg nm&d&$H2), which fAShews
human penis, on its upper part; with its veins, and the cavesatstance, injected with

crude quicksilvero (476).
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Fig. 2.4 Engraved illustrations of a brass injection syringe by W. Darton and Co. Taken

f rom Th o nThesAnafomicatli@ssuctor; Or, an lllustration of the Modern and Most
Approved Methods #reparing and Preserving the Different Parts of the Human Body, and
of Quadrupedg¢London, 1790). Courtesy of The Royal College of Surgeons of England.
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t hCerpofatCawernosa Peniand that of th&rethra, after a Transverse Section,
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Fig. 2.6 A wax-injected human penis dyed in two tones, vermillion and brown, and prepared
by John Hunter. Courtesy of the Museum of the History of Science, University of Oxford.
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s s TS S IR @ SO e

PENIS HUMANI,

INJECTA CERA PREPARATI
EXHIBENS INVENTA ANATOMICA

ALIQUOT NOVA;
o
PROPRIO COLORE TYPIS IMPRESSA
| A

IRAL

s

LEIDAE BATAVORUM,

Apud CORNELIUM HAAK, BisLioPR
Proftat quogue AMSTELAEDAMI, .
Apud JACOBUM GRAAL, er HENRICUM pe LETH.
MDCCZXLL

Fig. 2.7 A 1741 advertisementhly o a n n‘e Ladmiral for Bernard Sie gfr
exhbition of a waxinjected human penis. This sheet accompanied a striking coloured

mezzotint by Ladmiral of dissected human testicles.
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Fig.28Tabl e | from t he ad e Dtuicd rs 0 © m seéddhdexBerdier M
Observations, Anatomical arRhysiologicaé (1758). The engraving, dated from 1756 and

executed by A. Bell in Edinburgh, shows the merduajgcted ducts of a testis, which

Monro used to il l ustr at esenfetthroegh theE@dydimisy of t he
(18). Courtesy of thBorthwick Institute for Archives, University of York.
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Fig. 2.9 Engravings of testiclesfromBe i er de Qe ¥ierfurd Grgahi$ 6 8
Generationi Inservientibus, De Clysteribus et de Usu Siphonis in Anatomia
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Fig. 2.10 Engraving of testicular tissue dissected and manipulated with pins and
magni fication but specified as being neither
The Anatomy of (16B8mane Bodi es é
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Fig. 2.11 Mercury-injected boar epididymis in the gmal goldpainted wood frame from
John Hunterb6s collection. From the Hunterian Mus

of Surgeons of England.
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250 A General Treatife of Midwifery.

Other Inftruments ufed in Midwifery.

A. A Crooked Needle to ffirch the Perinzum.
B. Tbe Thred inthe Needle.

C. A Cannula, or Pipe, that is to be ufed.

D. Sciffars to cut the Thred.

E. .AComprefs to be pur under the Stitches.

¥. An Aftringent Plaftcr.

G. APeflary, of the Shape of ar Egg-

H. The Thred that is faften’d to it.

1. A Roond Pe\fary, with a Hole inthe Middle.
K. An Oval Peflary, with a Hole in the Middle alfo.
L. The String to hold it by.

M. A Syringe for a Woman.

N. Irs Crooked Pipe.

O. A Dilator with two Branches.

P. Another [ort of Dilator. Q
Fig.212An il lustration of the AOther I nstrument
Di o rAiGenéralTreatise of Midwiferg ( London: A. Bel | , et c. , 17
|l abell ed AMO is an obstetrical syringe.
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Fig. 2.13An engraving of obstetrical forcepsn d t hei r use i n d®el i

Lecture Introductory to the Theory and Praetiof Midwifery(London printed for R.
Baldwin...and T. Evans, 1773). Wellcome Library, London.
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Fig. 2.14 a/bA femaleanatomical model in wax
made by Anara Morandi Mazzolini of Bologna, c.
1760. Wellcome Library, London.
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Fig. 2.15A human gravid uterus with the anterior wall removed and aimnjagted placenta

showing the vasculature. The injection is two tones, blue and red, with an area of
extravasation leaking. From the Hunterian Museum and court@dyeoRoyal College of

Surgeas of England.
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Chapter Three: Exquisite Sensé Sexual Pleasure and Pain

Nature tackéd a more than ordinary pl easi
Sex, in the Act, by giving those Parts such a quick tender Sense and
transportingritillation, and which with all the artillery of Reason we are
not able to controu.
Anatomists, as the previous chapter argues, demonstrated that male and female organs of
generation were exquisitely sensitive and had a close connection with the toaghth
nerves. Pleasudelike desire and appetidecould be derived from either the mind or body.
Both origins of pleasure could inspire a similar feeling in the other through sympathy
communicated via nerves and animal spirits. However, the more worrisomoe s
pleasure was the organs of generation. From these organs arose powerful carnal pleasures
that, as John Marten described, undermined the control of mental reason. Worse yet, these
bodily sensations could rouse the mind into a sympathetic statd) aditd lead to lewd
and imprudent thoughts and behaviour. This concern about the influence of carnal sensations
and feelings on the rational mind existed before and after the eighteenth century. Because
the physiology of animal spirits and ideas abousiize bodies were essential to the culture
of sensibility, these concerns about sexual sensations gained extra significance in the
eighteenth century. Animal spirits were an immediate and tangible mechanism that exerted
the innate sexual qualities of thenitals onto the brain and the mind.
This chapter examines the influence of the physiological concept of animal spirits
on eighteentitentury medical and philosophical discussions about sexual sensations,
especially pleasure but also painsa Wynne Srith conclude from examining
consultation letters received by two early eighteemthitury physicians, Etienferancois
Geoffroy in Paris and the Sir Hans Sl oane in
shaped sufferersd ex pealedbgdescepsonsofintetnlei r bodi e
sensations and °Howevgr/nene physiomgy dasdd arpanimal spirits as
advanced by late seventeerdihd eighteentlsentury anatomists and medics became the
new and favoured paradigm for learned disaurssabout the nature of sexual feelings and
particularly how they affected the mind. Further, these ideas about sexual sensations were
not exclusively medical; rather, physiological understandings of sensation corresponded to

theological, philosophical, aniterary discussions about sexuality and the mind. In

1 John Marten(onosologium Novum: or, a New System of all the Secret Infirm and

Diseases, Natural, Accidental, and Venereal in Men and Wdébhogron, 1709)2.

2 Pain, as connected with venereal disease, is discussed further in chapter four.

Li s a Wynne Smith, fnd6An Account of an Unaccou
Pain in Early EighteentE e nt ur y E n g | aEigliteershCehturly Studiedd eng. 0

4 (2008), 463.
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particular, materialists, deists, and Epicureans espeeiedminedhe influences of bodily
sensationsOne important bridge between theoretical medical treatises and social
discussions were the atmance of moramedical tracts published in eighteestmtury
Britain. These often relied upon nerve physiology in cautioning against unhealthy sexual
lifestyles and reproductive practices. But most significantly, the culture of sensibility
recognized th@otential of sexualensations to powerfully affectn di vi dual sé t hought s,
choices, and behaviours.
There was a prexisting discourse about how sexuality and bodily sensations
affected the mindby inspiringmotivesand choice. Notably, Christian thdogy held carnal
desires and the soul d6s will to be opposing force
Late seventeentbentury nerve physiology and eighteen#ntury sensibility adjusted this
relationship: sensations from the body, especially sesarsdations, and mental reason were
opposing influences that determined thought and behaviour. In particular, Thomas Willis,
John Locke, and Walter Charleton influentially advanced ideas that sexual pleasure was
problematic when not controlled by the ratid mind. Willis used sexual pain and pleasure
as central examples for describing the internal struggle between the animal or carnal and the
spiritual or rational. Locke designated pleasure and pain as motivations for thoughts and
behaviours: simply put,umans were driven to attain pleasure and avoid P@harleton
blended those physiological ideas with Epicurean philosoSupsequent medical and
literary writers who addressed sexuality reiterated regularly the idea that mental reason and
bodily sexual feelings vied for control of human thoughts and actions. This contest between
the sexual body and rational mind occurredtigh the animal spirits.
Literature of sensibility made frequent use of sensations deriving from both body
and mind as motivations for characters. One example was given by the most important
English poet of the early eighteenth century, Alexander Popededwibed a lack of
feeling as undesirable in his poem AEIl oisa to AL
A cool suspense from pleasure and from pain;
Thy life a long, dead calm of fixed repose;
No pulse that riots, and no blood that glows.

Still as the sea, ere winds were taugHhtltw,

4 See John W. YoltorThe Two Intellectual Worlds of John Locke: Mants@e, and Spirits

in theEssay (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2004), 84. Yolton had also emphasized

Lockeds use of animal spirit physiology (57).

® Catherine Wilson describk o c k e 6s and Charl etonds relationship
emphasi zed Pierre Gassecnednitbusr yi nEpliuceunrceea no nt hsoeuvgehnt t
foreign parent of Br it i Bpicureamsmiatrthe Origissof 6 Cat her i ne
Modernity(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2008), 3.
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Or moving spirit bade the waters fldw;
Here Pope suggested that the absence of pleasure and pain was the absence of passions,
emotions, and physiological respor&em abnormally placid condition. In the culture of
sensibility individuals of sentinm, passion, and feeling were often contrasted with the
indifferent and passive. As Helen Yallopargue i Passi ons were just as
mechanistic body as they were for the humoral body, and even more so for those who
champi oned’GXBakdrBenfieldalsynotdés hat fAsensi bility in:
pl easur e a &Pawand pleasure waresflindamental to the passions as well as the
feeling abilities appreciated in the culture
and Pan, and that which causes them, Good and Evil, are the hinges on whigassions
t u r’ Tihesé sensations, therefore, inspired passions, thoughts, and behaviours. However,
both medical and literary writers highlighted how sensations, feelings, andnzassio
unrestrained by reason were extremely dangerous. This principle especially applied to sexual
sensations. The dangers of unrestrained sexual sensations were commonly discussed in
relation to certain types of figures: Epicureans, women of pleasureinésradventurers,
and various other kinds of hedoni&t8&ut, more generally, the influence of sexual
sensations and passions were thought to be common to all reproductively capable females
and males, particularly those with fine sensibility.

The most gplicit literary examination of the effect of bodily sexual sensations on
the mind in terms of the physiology of sensibility is one of the most controversial and best
selling erotic t extFannpHil'“THisemovel iaskReter Wagnédrn Cl el a
observs, fiattempts to combi ne 'Aseé&EredereknBsirwiakl wi t h |
has arguedrannyHilias sumes with the empiricists that
knowl edgedo and particudnarofy tthithe diiesnyimsepba.toh et i ¢

animal spirit§ e.g. how they were stimulated, how they were made or spent, and how they

® Alexander Popei E| oi s a t oAlexabderlPape: SeleotediPoetfxford: Oxford

University Press, 2008p2.

"Helen Yallop,Age and Identity in EighteentBentury EnglandLondon: Pickering &

Chatto, 2013), 92.

8 G. J. BarkeBenfield, The Culture of Sensibility: Sex and Society in Eighte@athtury

Britain (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1992), 189.

® John LockeAn Essay Concerning Humane Understandimandon, 1690), 113.

% For these eighteenttentury iderities and their relationships to each other, see Randolph
Trumbach Sex and the Gender Revolution: Volume One; Heterosexuality and the Third

Gender in Enlightenment Lond¢@hicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998).

" For the reception dfanny Hill, seePeter Wagnet,ust & Love in the Rococo Period

(Nordlingen Delphi, 1986), 27.

12 peter WagneiEros Revived: Erotica of the Enlightenment in England and America

(London: Paladin, 1990), 220.

“Frederick Burwick, fiJohn CErettasanddhe Language
Enlightenmented. Peter Wagner, 49 (Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 1991), 49.

Burwick illustratsst he si gni fi cance of Clelandds phil ol
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affected the body and miéddetermined how Cleland portrayed sexual feelings. Yet, even
though an erotic and prohibited novéFannyHill promotes the need for reason and warns
against abandoned sexual indulgence on the basis of nerve physiology, which stance was in
keeping with general medical opinion.

With Michel Foucault and Thomas Laqueur in the vanguard, scholars have regularly
argued that during the eighteenth century pleasure went from being necessary for health, sex,
and reproduction to being relatively unimport&this change was only part of a larger
trend, in which bodily and sexual sensations had less immediate infloieice mind. Until
the 1780s, bodily feelings and mental states were construed by medical theorists as
dependent and in constant interaction. Following from the mutual influences between the
physical and mental self that Willis and Locke emphasized, paipl@asure were seen as
key motives for peoplebdbs actions and indicators
disentangled from sensibility, as animal spirits no longer connected soul and body, so too
did pleasure cease to dominate discussions aboutrhono@vations. Without the animal
spirits in physiology, there was no reason to believe that genitalia exercised a will of their
own. Sensations became understood as more depend
sensations did not exercise so great a pdnvihe imaginations of medics.

In eighteentkcentury philosophical discussions about human motivations, there was
a tradition that harked back to Locke, and in which the same fundamental notion as late
seventeenteentury physiologists and philosophesdsted: bodily sensations provided
experience but impinged upon reason. Political philosophers at the end of the eighteenth
century, particularly utilitarians, developed these earlier ideas about right individual choices
being those that offer the grestidasting pleasure whereas temporary, concupiscent
pleasures were wrong or ultimately less beneficial. That particular late eightesdiny
political philosophy is the endpoint of this chapter and, perhaps, represents the culmination
of morethanadcet ur yés worth of philosophical di scussi on

influenced choice and behaviour.

“For the publishing and legal history relatingFanny Hill, see JameSrantham Turner,

fiThe Whores Rhetorick Nar r at i ve, Pornogr aph$tydiesasmd t he Ori gl
Eighteenth Century Cultur24 (1995): 297306.

1> See Michel FoucaulThe History of Sexualityol. 2: The Uses of Pleasufeondon:

Penguin, 1992 [or g . 1984]1]); Thomas Laqueur, fAOrgasm, Gene
Repr oduct i RepresBntatoh$d (Bpringd1986), lLaqueur nots, iNear the end

of the century of Enlightenment, medical science and those who relied upon it ceased to

regardte f emal e orgasm as relevant to generation. 0
noted inFaramerz Dabhoiwal&he Origins of Sex: A History of the First Sexual Revolution

(London: Allen Lane, 2012142.
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Nerve Physiology of Pleasure and Pain

To understand the importance of sexual pleasure and pain in the eigiteetoity
culture of sensibility, one ust realize the central role sensations had generally played in
early modern discussions about human choice and behaviour. As this section shows, late
seventeentitentury physiological discussions about pleasure and pain that referred to
animal spirits propted greater philosophical attention to how sensations affected both the
mind and body. Within discussions of pleasure and pain, sexual sensations played an
important role. Sexual sensations regularly represented the epitome of bodily feelings,
desires, ppetites, passions, and nervous influence on the mind. The effect of sexual
sensations on reason became an especially pertinent topic in both medical and philosophical
writings. However, the imagination could also inspire sexual feelings or desiresaifiaily |
physiological perception of sexual sensations and the rational mind was at the core of
eighteentkcentury understandings and representations of sensibility.
Innervating the Flesh

Seventeentitentury thinkers like Thomas Hobbes considered pleasarpain
physiologically and equated them to good and'féu his treatise on statecralteviathan
Hobbes wrote,

There is no action of man in this life, that is not the beginning of so long a

chayn of Consequences, as no humane Providence, is higthetmgiye a

man a prospect to the end. And in this Chayn, there are linked together both

pleasing and unpleasing events; in such manner, as he that will do any thing

for his pleasure, must engage himselfe to suffer all the pains annexed to it;

and these ains, are the Naturall Punishments of those actions, which are

the beginning of more Harme than Good. And hereby it comes to passe, that

Intemperance, is naturally punished with Dised&es.
Using ideas about sensations, mechanics and passions, Hobbes extrapolated from how
individuals make choices based on foreseeable sensations as consequences to how society

wor ks. But , Hobbes discussed these spobnsati on

®Accor di ng Bvery mdroby matimll pasgipcalleth that Good which pleaseth

him for the present, or so far forth as he can foresee; and in like manner, that which

di spl e as e tThomasiHabpbedHE €apdre Politico, or, The Elements of Law,

Mor al a n d(LoAdoh: printeddk Té R. fad. Ridley, 1652), 37. For his emphasis on
sense perception and thought, see Cees Leije
Hobbes and the Aristotelians TheiCallwidgse Per cep
Compani on tewiathdrg édbPatsadSpringborg (Cambridge: University of

Cambridge Press, 2007),-2R9.

" Thomas Hobbeg,eviathan or the Matter, Form and Power of a Common Wealth

Ecclesiasticall and Civi{lLondon: Andrew Crooke, 1651), 193.
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t he HaA tew decades later such discussions would more frequently refer to animal
spirits in nerves that flowed around the body and brain. That change in physiological
reference reflected a profound change in understandings of the interrefdiimies and
minds. External events caused sensations that were now carried by animal spirits to more
i mmedi ately affect the brain and influence the n
required avoiding certain external stimuli or, as some late ssmhcentury writers
argued, using oneds reason to control those sens
paradigm, pain and pleasure had a prominent role in determining thought and behaviour.
According to Christian theological traditions, corpdmgeriences of pleasure and
pain infringed upon the will of the spirit. However, late seventeeettiury physiological
discussions emphasized reason, rather than spirituality, as the moderator of sensations and
passionsWillis described the rift betweethe flesh and spirit in terms of nerves. While
stressing t heThdHeshllustsagdinstithd $pait, andtleetSpiril against the
F | e SHe also advanced a distinctly physiological notion. For Willis there were two
competing centres of ipulses within the body the flesh and spii@ that physically
affected one another through bodily and nervous fitfitse e x p o u ntle &vdrs dnd w  fi
Strivings between our two Appetites, or between the Flesh and Spirit, both Morally and
Theologically inculcted to us, are also Physically understadtiTh e emphasi s in Wil | i s
writing fell on the role of the physical and sensory experiences mediated through the nerves.
This focus followed questions about dualism and materialism central to Cartesian

philosophy?? But Willis also gave more sophisticated and nuanced physiological accounts

BLisa T. Sarasohn, feNbadsend, Thomas Hobbésandthei t y: Pi err
Mechanical WorleV i e douraal of the History of Idea#6, no. 3 (1985), 375.

®Thomas Willis, preface to ATwo DDrscourses conce
Willisbés Pr acdcloridanegl68d)Wi Phiysi whé repeaFbri ng Gal ati an
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the

one to the other: so that vye.Foraoradistussbro t he t hi ng

on this paradigm oflésh and spirit in iatromechanism, see Allison Miitig Enlightenment

Cyborg: A History of Communications and Control in the Human Machine:-1880

(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2007), 132.

®Nearly a century later, Mackenziee i t e r ag uadgrstaddings in astéct about

pl easure: Athe carnal and t heohsMackenzi€Theal mi ndé th
Love of Pleasure: Inconsistent with Reason, and with the Peculiar Spirit of Christianity

(Edinbur gh, 1772) ,ar3y.uehMa ctkheantz itehdes aspeorsmmdne Paul h

from all commerce with the sex0 was an exampl e ¢
passionso (4).
Wil lis, ASoldk.oWi Bt iypdme. Priact i ce

22 For further discussion of these ideas@venteenthand eighteentisentury philosophy

and physiology, s-diadIldemtitiesin Bualisn snd MateriafisB:rAa i n
Hi st or i c al StUiesrinsHisterg and Rhidosophy of Science; Part C: Studies in the
History and Philosophy ofiBlogical and Biomedical Scienc8S, no. 4 (2004): 6245;
Liam P. D e mp dMatter, Then andh Now: KT herEgolution of Misgbdy

Du a | iHsstory af Philosophy Quarterl26, no. 1 (2009): 481.
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of how corporeal sensations, especially venereal sensations, butted against the higher
faculties of morality and reason.

Willisbébs physiological restablesh latefr merceptiohse a s u r €
of sense, feeling, and emotion in the culture of sensibility. For instance, he explained how
outward signs of sensations mirrored inward motions of animal spirits. The swelling,
redness, and heat of inflammation was, accortlimgy Wi | | i s, caused by fdAsp
from their mutual embraces, and dissipated, are ill at ease, and incur the passion of pain or
gr i%Tfh.iess disturbance put the spirits fAto fli
a continued order of othepisits, to the first Organ of Sense, it stirrs up the Spirits dwelling
there into the like confusions, so a perception is caused of grief or pain inflicted
o ut wa?’ Thésg dispersed spirits effected changes in perception, outward appearance,
and emotionLikewise, sensibility was based largely on the idea that external conditions
invoked internal feelings and emotions, which reflected outwardly. Pleasure worked
similarly to pain, but arose from the revers
theOrgan of Sense, the Spirits flock thither, and presently being thickly gathered together,
and overspread with a certain delight, they do as it were exult and rejoyce together in the
Org&ihos pleasant flocking of etfumphopirits wa
rejoycing within theCorpus striatuma per cepti on of *pPleasumesandr e i s s
pain were entirely understood as resulting from the fluid movements, the shifting gradients
and varying turbulences, of animal spirits.

From the lateseventeenth until the late eighteenth century, the medical elite
conceived of a nervous anatomical location where the sensations of the body met the mind;
that | ocation was the Asensorium.o Willis de

desires comneyed upward by animal spirits in nerves arrived at the sensorium and met with

2Wil lis, @AOfDtheWSELUT 5% BooPdisaussion ottlee signs of pain
in sensible bodies that Al bretch von Hall er
Dissection: Affect, Aesthetics, and the Eightee@th nt ur y B oHuggariam Pai n, 0
Journal of English and American $ies9, no. 2 (2003), 158.
“Willis, AOfDtheWSktursfisdPi adt.i Cheyneds desc
healthy/unhealthy passiorf$:A s Pashianswhenslowandcontinuedrelax, unbend and
dissolvethe nervouskibres; so the sudden and pt onescrew upstretch andbend
them; where by the Blood and Juices are hurried about with a vioipetuosityand all the
Secretonsr e ei ther stopp6bd by the Constrictions,
or are precipitat e deorgeChayden EssayoiiHealtmandblorggoct e d .
Life (London: printed for George Strahan and J. Leake, 1724H&8ever,Julien Offiay
de La Mettriewrotefi si nce t oo great an extension of t he
fever, by which the mind is thrown into disorder, and becomes delirious alternately; since in
its turn the mind, when too much agitated, communicates the disomert h eJulienody . 0
Offray de La MettrieMan a Machine; Translated from the French of the Marquiss
D6 Ar gLendan: W. Owen, 1749), 63.
zzWiIIis, fiOf Dt heWSk i ¥§soPiactice

Ibid.
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the individual?ds iSrteevlelndioBtPoysidd Bretiomandirst
published in 1684 with several editions following, femsorium commune o r Nf he Seat 0
common Sense, 0 is described as At hat part of t he
of all the Senses are terminated, which is in the beginning Mekdeilla Oblongata 2 The
sensorium was both an anatomical nexus for nerves and a metaphysigalwieere reason
and will became impressed onto the corporeal body. This duality is also present in
Bl ankaartds understanding of sense: ifSense i s wh
Objects upon the Fibres of tihaéSpiNteintitees i s convey?o
Nerves, to the common Sensory\édulla Oblongata ?dIn the 1710 treatisdhe
Sensorium: A Philosophical Discourse of the Sernkesatural philosopher MattheBeare
confirmed Bl an®RaAfter animdlspirits &dmithe badyi passesl their motions
up into the sensorium, their influences continued into the diidma vi ng past from t he
common Sensory [and] stirred up the Imagination, the Spirits, reflecting from thence, and
flowing backtowardshte ner vous Appendi x, raise*lmp the Appet
other words, sexual pleasure and desire burrowed deep into the brain and psyche.
During the eighteenth century the sensorium, like sensibility, became less
exclusively a medical term anidok on wider cultural meaningksiterature of sensibility
adopted principles of nerve physiology and with it the sensorium idea. The sensorium often
specifically represented crisis moments in sexual scenarios, when moral restraint and
rational choice coltled with sexual desirekaurenceSterne, for instance, implicated the
sensorium as central to sensibility and sexual actions. Santimental Journey orick
eulogized:
0 Dear sensibility! source nex hausti ble of all thatoés precio
costly in our sorrows! thou chainest thy martyr down upon his bed of
strawtdand O0tis thou who 0leterhatfeuntdiniohourup t o HEAVEN
feelingsB 6t i s h e r @& ant this is thydieinity whie gtirs within

2" ¢f. BarkerBenfield, Culture of Sensibility5. In his discussion of the sensorium, Barker
Benfieldfaist o r ecogni ze the physiological meani ngs an
metaphysical sense. Rather, discussions of the sensorium typically negotiated the pervasive
sense of materialist physigg with the dogged sense of vitalism and spirituality.
zz Steven BlankaarfThe Physical Dictionary4” ed. (London, 1702), 280.
Ibid.
%9 Matthew BeareThe Sensorium: A Philosophical Discourse of the Seiseser, 1710),
14. According to Malcolm Flenmiyn g , serisdriem cbDmmuoe was t he fAorigin of t|
nerves. 0 Mal TheNatare Bfthe Meyvous Fjuid, or Animal Spirits,
De mo n s t (Landoe: driédted for A. Millar, 1751), 34.
Bwillis, AOf the Abmat oWyl bif2dsePBaa@iinc® in
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me... all comes from thee, gréagreat SENSORIUM of the world! which

vibrates, if a hair of our heads but falls upon the grdand.

This panegyric on sensibility emphasizes the rushing swell of feelings that collects at the
sensoriums ofsertsil e i ndi vi dual s. St er nedpandedoghecr i pti o
idea that sensation could overwhelm the mind, which idea Locke had explored in depth

decades earlier.

Sensations in Lockean Philosophy

With the introduction of nerve physiology, nab discussions about pain and
pleasure received renewed attention and emphasis on how immediate sensations influenced
thought. Similar to Hobbes, but more exhaustively, Locke argued that pleasure and pain
were essential to human conceptions of good addAmLocke theorized,

That which is properly good or bad, is nothing but baRllyasure or Pain.

But because not only presdtieasure and Pain, but that also which is apt

by its efficacy, or consequences, to bring it upon us at a distance, cannot but

move the Will, and determine the choice of a Creature, that has foresight;

thereforethingsalsothat draw after then®leasure and Pain, are

considered as Good and EVi
Lockeds b a dithat which & pleasurablé oo painful is respectively good
evild is both a simple and a complex equation. It is simple in that it reduces morality to a
binary of human feelings, which are assumed to be innate and uniersal.

However, this equation is complicated because it suggests human morality, will, and
behaviour derive from a blend of physical conditions and mental capacities, such as the
ability to foresee which actions will ultimately lead to the greatest pleasuréot_pake
also argued that bodily sensations not only equated to good and bad but also reward and
punishment.

Morally Good and Evithen, is only the Conformity or Disagreement of our

voluntary Actions to some Law, whereby Good or Evil is drawn on us) fro

the Will and Power of the Lasmaker; which Good and Evil, Pleasure or

Pain, attending our observance, or breach of the Law, by the Decree of the

Law-maker, is that we caRewardandPunishment®
In aligning pain with moral wrong and punishment, and geitd moral right and reward,

Locke stressed peopl ebds Hepréseniedgnothero choose on

32 aurence Sterné) Sentimental Journey through France and ItalyThe Florida Edition

of the Works of Laurence Stermel. Melvyn New and W. G. Day (Gainesville: University

Press of Florida, 200rig. 1768]), 6: 155.

% Locke,An Essay127.

% |bid., 113. Locke expoundedi n and pl easldeasef as heh&efisempbe
*1pid., 157.
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complication to this simple equation: infinite and continuous clashes of will and flesh

preceded every motivation and actidnh e r e f or e, r e g durndHecevdttstheof how wel
Faculties of Understanding and Will,d a person v
i dl e, unactive Creatur e, and p?lsaterdeisitss time only

expanded motiontha @ok @edigned pain and pleasure as essential to life and
advanced the idea that distinguishing i f e and Consciousness from unac
Matter [is to] know or be sé&Tkislibeloe of Suffering
theorizing presated a further break from earlier theological discussions by employing the
enlightenment idea of man as a machfreacreasingly, explanations of human decisions
and actions were confined to bodies, minds, and physical environments.

However, making a wranchoice, for instance, would make subsequent wrong
choices easier. The tendencies based upon past c
Therefore, each conflict between bodily sensations and rational will added something to a
per sonds ¢ h d&Coascidugness of Yr Actioms arid Sensations, especially
ofPl easure and Pain, 0 Locke suggested, it woul d 7
per s on al*Vituk eas@lsotfoygeddrom the wilful control of the desires and
feelings associated with biypleasures and paif$To summarize, Locke viewed pain and
pleasure as an integral part of moral good and evil, a constant motive in human choice, and a
characteiforming experience. These philosophical ideas of pleasure and pain that Locke
proposed noonly correlated to a greater physiological connection to sensation and desire to

nerves, but also became the focal ideas about sexuality explored in the culture of sensibility.

% bid., 52.

3" Benjamin FranklinA Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure and Raindon,

1725), 145.

*bid., 15.

% Locke,An Essay40. JohrButton descritehow,i For John Locke, a hierarch

dependence ran from religion and morality through personal identity, by way of
consciousness as extended by memor yJohrwhi ch r est e
Sutton,Philosophy and MemorJraces: Descartes to Connectioni§@ambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 199857. Wilson alsaliscusseL o c keds changi ng

Airefl ections on p &picsireanism at Modeenityt512t Rprad Wi | s on,

di scussion of Lockewist hfi acsosnosccii aotuisonnElesisfin 0i dseenet iR oyy
the Age of Reasdihondon: Allen Lane, 2003), 9409.

9 Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury, explored these connections between

pleasure, morality, class, and behaviou€haracteristicks of Men, Manrg Opinions,

Timesvol. 1, 3e d . (London, 1723 [orig. Ridand 1] ) : AiBut whe
Excessaturally produce in the World; when we find thatlby x u mearé,sand for the
service of vile I nterests, K n aovfe sMeanr ep raedf vear nbcdd db ea

the honest; we then behol d VI RSugngthofhinda new Li ght
canthereb€ o mmand o v eiftheddeas éf Pleasuee] thie Suggestionsanfcy,

and the strong Pleadings of Appetite and Desir@atr®ften withstood, anthe

Imaginatonss oundl y repri manded, and brought wunder sub
with Mankind to act absolutely by Wil.l and Pl eas
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The loss of reason, rather than the condemnation of the soul, became a sommon
cited concern associated with heeding bodily feelings and indulging carnal desires. Many
late seventeentbentury writers described and discussed how human choices and actions
were the outcome of bodily desires in contention with rational thdudiacordingly,
Williswarned,il ncl i nat i on, and indulging Pl®lmsur es,
examining the subject, Wi llis positioned rel
struggle against bodily pleasures. He suggested that theaintentdlict

does not truly cease, till this or that Champion becoming Superior, leads the

other away clearly Captive. Alth6 in the mean time, to the Establishing the

Empire of the Rational Soul, also for the Vindicating of its Right and

Principality, fromthe Usurpation of the Sensitive Soul, the Precepts of

Philosophers, and Moral Institutes are framed; and when these can do little,

Sacred Religion gives far more potent héfps.
Emphasi zed through i mperiali sti c eigmnedtoayp hor , t
by constantly defending itself from a barrage of pleasurable sensétkmbave the
rational soul succumb to pleasure was to sacrifice the elevated station of being human.
Pl easure fiseduces in us the Mind or Chief So
the Mud of Sensual Pleasures: So that Man becomes like #sg, Berather worse; to wit,
for as much as Reason becomi ngFoBwillistthésl , | eads
descent from human to animal correlated to an anatomical descent from the higher rational
soul in the cerebrum to the animal soul initiferiorly positioned brainstem. When
overcome by pleasure and directions from the lower mind or body, people behaved as
animals. Therefore, representations of the carmalhyded often depicted irrational beasts,

which were appetitériven, savage, andgaatory.

*1 For one notable example of a late seventeeatitury treatise that contiad to be
published into the eighteenth century, see Richard Léaaknquiry after Happiness

(London: printed for George Pawlett and Samuel Smith, 1888)an i s | eft to a
uncertainty, undeterminbéd by tpetteoRtteason of t
Body, mod6'd indeed successi vealuy 6bdy beya cnhe,i tpheerr

it were well for Man that the Inclinations of these two different Principles were so justly
pois'd, that he were naturally left in a true Liberty ancedndifference equally able to

follow the Dictates of Reason, and the Appetites of Flesh and Blood: But alas! how
Impetuous are the Lusts of the Body! how Irresistible are those Passions which the Objects
of Sense aided by a Carnal Imagination raiseslrQn the other side, how Cold are the
Representations of Reasono (320).

“Willis, ATwo Discourses BDoncWrhin4dshBr 8oul
Bl'bid. Willis al sTeinrs stiviagirsthe same Wamb,rof ratheratMant o
cdearly distracted or drawn several ways, by
*4 Porter noted that the soul in the late seventeenth century referred to the rational soul, as

the Aol d Aristotelian vegetative-manoti sensgit:i
Porter,Flesh in the Age67.

“Willis, fSoDlWiksbsBPu#3esj dein
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Sensations in Epicurean Philosophy
Theories about carnal sensations impairing mental reason were closely associated
with a philosophical discussion that came to prominence in late seventsthttighteenth
century Britain: Epicureanism. Thise of Epicureanism correlated to broader interests and
debates about how sexual processes and sensations affected the body &hDebimies
about this philosophy often referred to physiological theories of pleasure and pain. But,
those who derided pleas-seeking philosophies also referred to physiology of pleasure and
pain, wherein bodily desires upset rationality. Further, moralists similarly condemned and
marginalized libertinism and Epicureanism by suggesting such lifestyles were base, animal,
unhedthy, irrational, and unchristiaf.These moral criticisms, especially in the eighteenth
century, also incorporated medical concerns. Moralists emphasized how pleasure, especially
sexual pleasure, eventually ravaged the body, mind, and*8pirit.
In 1656,the physician and physiologist Walter Charleton collected, translated, and
editedE pi c ur u s, @riich fkéquerdhy asd plainly advocated abstinence from sexual
congress. Accor disangualltdaights of ¥entisr eerad i feree vt@ rh eb dinef i ci
any, and pe r“iLlikeWildswasd Lacke, Emicusu$ hadconsidered venery as a
physiol ogical concern: AFor a man to abuse vener
to make his life void of vigour, anxious with Cares, painfull witkdases, short in
Du r a tPThisradvide anticipating the medical dietetics of sexuality and concern with the
passions that would later be widely advocated by figures such as George Cheyneyas
a pietist and ot her wphysidogirg mooled @&f socidinan basede Epi cur ean
upon pragmatic checks to an egotistical, ruling passion of self”®E.pd cur us 6s Mor al s

cautioned against ad ¥enmy’ltfedommeadedbeihgo t he fl ames o

¢ La Mettrie considered Epicureanism, libertinism, and deism in his physiological tract,
Man a Machine51-2. Wilsonsuggests hat fAExperi mentalism and | ibert
associated i n t he Epdureahisma Modaity, 240.i cs. 06 Wi | son,
*” John ArmstrongThe Oeconomy of LoyE" ed. (Dublin, 1742), 13.
“8 DabhoiwalaOrigins of Sex117.
“EpicurusEpi curusés Morals Collected Partly Out of F
Laertius, and Partly Out of the Rhapsodies of Marco®Ainus, Plutarch, Cicero &
5S(.)eneca; and Faithfully Englishelans. Walter Charleton (London, 1656), 80.
Ibid.
»For Cheyne, medical authority, and dietetics, s
Cheyne: Scientific Expertise, Common Sense, and Mordigkity in Early Eighteenth
Century Di etBuletinofthedistaryof Mediciné/, no. 2 (2003): 2697.
For discussion of Cheyneds diet ad®Obesitg i n respec
and Depression in the Enlightenment: Thie and Time of George Chey(@klahoma:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2000): 133.

“David E. Shuttleton, fA6Pamel ads Libraryé: Samue
6 Uni v er sHghtee@thCentudy Life23, no. 1 (1999): 65.

EpicurusEpi cur rals,6 s8OMo Bernard Mandeville discussed
hi ghest Good consisted in Pleasure, o yet did not
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Aipunctuall in the opseveahcehefomespiapkedt gt
seed, which arise from a too liberall diet, [and] are both sparks and fewell to the fire of

L o v The@main Epicurean argument against sex was that it ultimately led to less

pleasure’ Epicurus made theunflates ng observation that venery
but short, little, and nettecessary, and which might have been either otherwise enjoyed, or

wholly omitted, men frequently expose themselves to very great pain, or most tedious and

sor e r e Plderatgeed farther that the bodies of those who moderated carnal

pl easures fineither enfeeble it with excessiyv
nor tor ment>Whti Ivei tah lpoawiinmnsg. it he | egi ti mate at
marriageb e d°thig treatise reproached illegitimate and adulterous sex as being against

civil society and f af° Sechlowhhcarnairests weee natucaly Wi | d
abhorred by fAevery® man, in his right mind. o

Descriptions of carnal desire and ti@stransformations were hyperbolic warnings
used to reinforce moderate behaviours and virtuous attitBgledbe early decades of the
eighteenth century, physicians had fully incorporated this conflict between sensuality and
reason into their diagnostic repertoire and prescriptive pracfidapse of reason caused by
attention to pleasure cast the individimb a state oflistraction In his system of ideas,
Locke argued that APl easur e, i f it be not ve
Soul s, and so takes up all our Mi nd¥&, t hat i
Pleasurableensations were physically descritegla stirring of the animal spirits,
communicated along nerves, leaving impressions or traces on the mind, and filling space in
the soul, causing distractiShDe s cr i bi ng thi s, Willis auggest e
agglomeration of spirits with their gentle, caressing movements, conveyed through the

nerves to the medulla oblongata, where they generate similar ideas, and excite other spirits

Gratification of our TPhe Bablé d thesBeds: oBRrivate&iced Man d
5F‘"ublick Benefi s (&ondon: printed for J. Roberts, 1714), 113.

Ibid.
*5 |bid., 83.
*®Ipid., 82.
> bid.,
*8 |bid., 83.
*%bid., 84.
% 1pid., 86.
®1 Locke,An Essay128.
%2 See Yolton Thinking Matter 15960. One anonymous eighteeéntury author related,
i So f &enddavolra to find out the source of pleasure in the soul, and the organs of
sensation. According to their different modifications, there are always others in the brain,
which are similar and proportional to them, the traces of which are retainedroetimeo r vy . 0
Louis-Jean Lévesque de Pouilljhe Theory of Agreeable Sensatianans. from French
(London:printed for W. Owen1749 [orig. in French, 1736]), 98ccording to Sutton,
fLockeds papers often mention &apeutcn hambds r el
p r a c tSuttend’hilasophy and Memory Traceks5.
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t o agr ee a¥brhese agreeabte @ances could cause a distraated anioss of

reason, and lead to improper behaviour. Sexual pleasure caused mental distraction,
incapacitated worthier intellectual desires, and disrupted reason by physically causing a state
of insensibility in the mind. This insensibility followed frogjaculation in both males and
females, wherein animal spirits were expelled from the genitals, leaving the brain in a deficit
of that material necessary for though®rgasm was a moment when feeling overrode all

bodily and mental capacities. Eighteen#ntury representations of orgasfmsquently

involvedthe loss of sensesifd ead: AJdstl asr wed, I faint, I di

in a bl i s°3Howeler, Before brgasny, seaual pleasure could be so stirring as to
create a total singlmindedness on the exquisite feeling, to the exclusion of all other senses,
both bodily and mental. Sexual pleasure was the supreme foe of reason.
Physiology of Sexual Sense and Desire
Venereal pleasure was an exception to how other kinds of pleasure were
physiologically understood. Venereal sensati.i
Or gan o fbutsmcaused agitations and violent disruption of spirits. The
singularity of this physiological mechanism prompted Beare to qualifyitfeieeal Sense
may be | ikewise joyndd with the rest [of the
Organs differing as much from the SenseFrafeling as we find otheBrgansdiffer among
t h e ms & Bexumlssensations paradoxically, and uniquely, dedithe animal spirit
motions of both pleasure and pain at once. This was one reason why venereal sensations
were often likened to itchdsthey sometimes resembled an intermeditdigebetween
pleasure and pain.
In terms of animal spirits, Willis desceld an itch as a kind of pain, since the relief
ofitfelt pleasind®*Thi s relief suggested to Wisttéis that
between the beginning of Pain and Pleasure, or a passage of the Spirits from the rudiments
of that, towards the ful ¢ o mp | e & Biit, itopes also provied usefuldin

®JohnLockeT homas Wi | | i s §ed. KenndthoDewhurst €Oxford: $aadord
Publications, 1980), 67.

% See chapter one for a fuller discussion of this physiological link between the groin and

brain.

®*fDel i ghts of Venus, o 20.

°® bid.

7 Matthew BeareSensorium11.

®Thomas WilisAn Essay of the Pathol ogytrassS.Pt he Br ai
(London:printed byA. M. andR. R.for T. Dring, J. LeighandC. Harper, 1684), 51n

ons

S e

n i

n

t

a |

further discussing it c hRambeing\istinctifrean Sddness i ngui shed

and belonging to the Touch, is used to be defiAeoublesome feeling proeding
fromthe dissolutionof Uni¥ t hat cause repelling the ani mal

being the Whole Works of that Renowned and Famous Phyficiadon, 1®4), 157.
*Ibid., 158.
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understanding how pleasure and pain related to emotional fe&iaggiel Johnson
understood Aitchd to have three meanings: sc
fieased byrr dilmbicoag,sa a fltis rotakdezhatsapbied and dthere . o

itches were often associated with genitalia and sexual hyfidne.hnsonés def i ni ti
itcho also had sexual me a n i d°¢lerman BoErbaadleong; t o
descrbed itches as a translation of a physical feeling to a desire. In remarking about
relieving itches, he suggested that A@ANothing
any other corporeal Pleasure. It exceeds Titillation in a small Degree of greasson in

the NEBoeshaave even observed that Al have s
Excess of Pleasure whi chltthesswerestrange fr om t hen
overwhelming, and irresistible like sexual feelings, which also caused peopiat taviay.

Itch, as a sexual inclination, was commonly used in bawdy writing. A broadside
ballade nt i Nd vesd diut of the Strand, OR, The Brewer
7" of July 1662, when a London brewer in bed with two whores was found out by his wife
and a constable. The Brewer, according to the ditty,

Was troubled with a leacherolish

And wanted a Whore to coole his breéth,

Numerous written records used itchiegotiate the idea that spontaneous sensations in the
groin drove people to pleasurably relieve their dedissires not from the mind, but the
body.

Physiological and anatomical descriptions of genitals represented carnal pleasure as
exerting a substaial power within the human frame. William Harvey had stipulated that
fisensitivityo applied fespeci®Marygecalesr pudend
|l ater, Marten el aborated how fiVvVenerous Tickl
whichwerei f ur ni sht with more exact and exquisite

b e s i ‘GTaéis physiological sensitivity united genitalia to the desires and emotions of the

® Samuel Johnsor Dictionary of the English LanguageL ondon, 1755), s. v.
"MHerman Boerhaav®) r . Boerhaaveds Academical Lectures
(London, 1746)5: 6.

2 |bid.

“Ibid., 5: 8.

"*Ibid., 5: 89.

“"ANews Out of the Strand, or, The Brewers Mi
7.

®William Harvey,Lectures on the Whole of Anatomy: an Annotated Translation of

Prelectiones Anatomiae Universalis t r ans. , Charl es O06Mall ey, Fr
Kenneth Russell (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1961), 42.

" Marten,Gonosologium Novun2. LikewiseNi kol ai Detl ef Falck desc
vagina within is very nervous, Afrdatiseanqui si t|

the Veneral DiseasgLondon, 1772), 38.
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mind®Accordingl y, David Hartley suggested fithese ¢
degree of sensibility than the other parts from their make, and the peculiar structure and
disposition of their nerves, whatever these be, we may expect, that they should be more

“parts. o

affected by these general pleasurable states of the nervous system thantihe r
The extreme sensitivity of genitals to pleasure and pain conferred a delicate sympathy
between them and the entire nervous body. Sympathy also allowed the mind to initiate
pleasurable sensations and movements in animal spirits that wereinarated to the
genitalia. Marten delineated this communication
apprehension of the Pleasure, the Ani mal Spirit
impetuous force to the Nerves of the Organs of Generdii@ensations, and particularly
pleasure, provided a profound physiological sympathy between the mind and groin. Marten
even decl ared that sexual pl easure felt das i f t
to communi cat e®Notpartofthe physical or apiritudl preeson eviaded the
sympathetic influence of pleasure. But, this kind of sympathy, this struggle between carnal
and rational, was exclusive to adults.
Anatomists described physical development and sexual feelings egiragria
concert during puberty. Julien Offray de La Mettrie suggested that when a boy was at
fifourteen or fifteen years of age, he scarce has a notion of the great pleasures that will attend
him in the reproduction of his species; when a youth he knotwgadily how to go about a
sport which natur e s ¢*Hartleysudgésted thaetreselpueartalal | ani mal
changes took place in the seminal vesicles in males and the uterine sinuses in females, which
made fAthese or gan$| MYedsensiieebddy parts were onlyoné r r i t a
part of pubescent development; sexual fluids comprised another. Sexual fluids, including
seed, semen, and milk, had inherently pleasurable qualities that matched a sensitive

anatomy.

®Jan Swammerdambés text on comparative anatomy de
generation in the male bee as follnonaes: fithe root
inserted in the spermatic vessels, and which give rheanyches both to these vessels and to

the root of the penis, contributanng to the motic
Swammerdam[ h e 00Kk (chndoN:a:tGJ Begffért, 1758), 219.

" David HartleyH a r t |l ey o Theor y,ed foseh Priestyflomdann. Mi n d é
Johnson, 1775) , 1: 86 . T hi s OlservationsiosMaa n abri dged

(1749).

8 Marten,Gonosologium Novuni 2.

8 Interestingly, this description of sexual pleasure paralleled descriptions of intellectual
pleasurePouilysuggested that reading and contempl ati on
charming, that it sometimes transports the soul to such a degree, that she seems to have

di sengaged her elily Théory of iAgreedble Sdnsatibgs. o

8 a Mettrie,Man a Machine35.

8 Hartley, Theory of the Human Mind.:86.
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Seed, in particular, posssed a special titillating quality that caused pleasure
through mere contact. Willis propounded how
excitement and consent in the penis and the brain, in the same manner that animal spirits
moved by pleasurable sstions did* As Laqueur has proposed, there was a-stagding
idea |linking Agenerative substanceso with pl
was only due to fAhyper s8Atboughtherd wayeitrai n speci f
sensitivity dong the reproductive traftthose generative substances also contained an
innate ability to excite nerves and animal spirits to pleasurable states. Such an idea inspired

Rochesterds | ines, fAWhat must proceased from N
one sure to such Excess / What¥LaMetrikne can it
musedi Who at first could have imagined, that o
di schargdéd in copulation, shoul dftevagdst he occa
Sspring up into a Ilittle creature, which in t

feel the s &mMegenerativepqwerard pl@asing quality of semen captivated
imaginations, but so too did its healing ability. For eghamthe collectiomA Cure for the
Spleen ncl udes a ribald verse, sung to the tune
l yric is the tale of a Adamsel just turndéd o
sickness call 6d dgoffeeed nodelie¥va neighoudng shepberddhad p |
just the remedy: a Afew dropso from Ahis via
damsel soon never went Ato bed without these
gi ve h%Chargednith refined animal spirits, seed had many pleagjiving benefits
that were understood in medical terms.

However, pleasurable reproductive fluids were matched by painful pathological
fluids, which also involved the animal spirits and inspired sympathyden the groin and
the mind. Just as genitalia contained the seat of pleasure, they also housed the seat of
venereal disease. Disease, which often followed illicit sexual conduct, impeded the

suffererds pl easur e, -andeffettiequatibonyas oftengrested al t h .

8 Willis quoted in Stephen Freemah New Essay on the Venereal Disease: or, Every

Person Afflicted with t ha%d. (Ddndow F.Nemberytahde i r  Ow
Mr. Peace, [17757]), 26.

% Thomas LaqueuiViaking Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to F¢€adhbridge,

MA: Harvard University Press, 1990), 44.

8 William Hunter stated that the inner membrane of urethra is very smooth and sensible.

William Hunter,H u n t leectues of Anatomed. Nell Dowd (London: Elsevier, 1972),

97. James Cooke also mentioned that the uret

James Cookeviellificium Chirurgige: or, the Marrow of Chirurgeéy, ed. Thomas Gik
(London: John Marshall,717), 312.

A" The Delights of Venus, 0 i mMheibrkseoftl@&dnls net of

of Rochester, Rd"ed (ondoo: ., Curlldld)Ret é

8 |_a Mettrie,Man a Machine76-7.

89 fSong XXXVII,0  The Cure for the Spleén ( Wtastle, 1769)48.

163



and characteristic of the monadedical approach frequently used in literature about venereal
maladies. Moral reformers also emphasized medical concerns related to venereal disease,
which opened the way for afmiasturbatiorcampaigns in the michnd late eighteenth
century® The diary of Dudley Ryder, a naronformist lawyer, politician, and baron (for a
day), offers some insight into how meorakdicine was applied to discussions of sexual
l i berality. R Y df Sapt@rsberd 716 way as folows: t he 6
Rose before halfiour after 5. Drank the waters at Islington. Spent most of
my time there with Dr. Lee. He talked with me about whoring. The old man
talks of it with a very sensible relish of it, but | talked with hiemywgravely
about the danger of a clap or pox by using it and also the great villainy of
debauching and seducing young virtuous girls as is so common a practice.
Ryder had a profound fear and fascination about prostitutes, and often tried to engage them.
Yet, he expressed sentiments that were likely common among people of his age and class: a
whoring |ifestyle is bad for the body and soul
in which indulging sexual desires negatively affected thought: sexuakéisénpinged
upon onebos %“Theteckkess dféstylendf nakes went hand in hand with diseased
groins and irrational behaviour. That notion provided a common narrative ending for lewd
characters in migighteentkcentury fiction: wild desperatigmoor decisions, and
occasionally suicid&
Yet, strong sexual sensations also played a positive and fundamental role in medical
understandings of generation, until the end of the eighteenth century when pleasure became
seen as less integral to those physiological processes. Conception requnet pieboth
sexes, particularly as fit seed was dependent upon a stimulated mind. Blankaart argued that
ithere is also in the Female a Matter which is c
Prostatesand frequently in their Lechery is emitted forth: The akthis is to raise
Titillation, and r en Y8eed dnditee pleasireitinspitedmor e pl eas an
aroused the desire and lecherous behaviour necessary for procreative activity. As the
herbalist, natural philosopher, and physician John Pechegwwve , t he geni tali a wer e

with an exquisite sense t ¢ Sarebelievedthatpith@tasur e and

9 sexual diseases, their symptoms, and the discussions surrounding them, are considered in
further depth in chapter four.

1 Dudley RyderThe Diary of Dudley Ryder, 174516 trans. and ed. William Matthews
(London, Methuen, 1939313.

92 See chapter four for more discussion on how sexual diseases upset the physiology of
animal spirits and affected the mind.

% For a discussion of this narrative type, see chapter four.

% Blankaart,Physical Dictionary 279.

%JohnPecheyl he Compl eat Mi (Howdor: gridted foPH. Rhodes, &. e é
Philips, J. Taylor, and K. Bentley, 1698), 28.
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seed or the organs that prepared seed, all desire for sexual intercourse was lost. Marten
suggested that genitalia had to exdéegpurable influence over the mind in order for sex to

occur. Temptations from the body or imagination had to seduce human wills into such base
sexual activities; there are clear connectio
of labour pains® Mervyn Nicholsorhas described the eighteerstte nt ury vi ew t hat
disobedience is a revolt of appetite against reason, inferior against superior, a kind of insane
attempt to r ec &mhstheologidal framework cosrespoaded with medica

di scourse on sexual appetites. For instance,
genitals did not overcome reason, people wou
Filthy, so Unclean and Brutisho as sexual 1in

The idea that getals powerfully incited desires that control behaviour, which defies
an individual 6s volition, featured in a tale
Awho finding that his Daughter violated her
Incision n her Side and castrated the Girl, who from that time was not touched with any
Il ncl i nat i o’hThis brief navative emoses tide possibility of sexual pleasure
without the nervous contributions of the segherating organs. As Mary McAlpin has
aserted, eighteetbent ury fAvitalists viewed puberty as
0i dentical 6 children were &é6borndé or o6awakene
their bodi es *mdeedtas @rnewougcentenitatalclallenged
individualsdbautonomy, as their reason, rationality, and morality could be toppled by those

partsodé exquisit® physical sensitivity.

®KJV, Genesis, 3:16.

“Mervyn Nicholson, fAThe Eleventh Commandment
Ma | t Waumal af the Histonpf Ideas51, no. 3 (1990), 409. However, Nicholson

wrongly extended the more late eighteesitk nt ury attitude, fASex is f
pl easure, 0 to encompass the entire century.
% BoerhaaveAcademical Lectures:126. Others disagreed with Boerhadys descr i pt i o
the ovaries as the source of female desire. The autlforof st ot | e Oasserteditsat L e g a
theclitorisii s t he Seat of Venereal Pl easure, and
Copulation; for without this a Woman neither desire#i@o, nor hath Pleasure in it, nor

concei vAsi dbyot t e dlsondborakr49),10egacy

% Mary McAplin, Female Sexuality and Cultural Degradation in Enlightenment France:

Medicine and Literatur¢Farnham: Ashgate, 2012)},21

10 swammerdamdescebd how t he snail fArests quietly wi
furious lust of generation gathers new strength, and effaces the memory of the uneasiness
suffered after the f BookoéNMatues®.iHow lusthimpairs Swa mmer d
mental operationis more finely articulated by Willis, and worth quoting here at length:

AYea it i s thought, t hat it doth someti mes s
which it bestows on the Genitals, in the Act of Venery: For it appears so, when by

immodeate Venery, the Brain presently labours with a want of Spritis; for as much as from

thence there is no passage for them, to the Spermatick Vessels, but by the Blood; if that the
Animal Spirits superabound with a Prolifick Humour, Swelling up within theitageParts,

presently the whole Corporeal Soul, as it were incited, to the begetting of a young one, is

165



As suggested by the story of the castrated German girl, anatomy and physiology
designated genitalia, even ns@rsory genital organs, as sources of pleasure and desire.
This relationship, however, was increasingly articulated as directly reliant on nerves, rather
than the older and vaguer schemes of heats, passions, sympathies, or vapours. In the late
seventeenthcénu r vy , Pechey suggested Athose, who have h
and prone t o WTheuseokhedtto dencteiintrimsisallydwanton dispositions
of body parts was almost completely replaced by nerve theory. A few decades later,
physicians such as Stephen Freeman would suggest
was partiec wloaelny wi'iliese merwbasedexplnations of pleasure
f ol | o wesdystévin, WHereifithe Activity, or the lively unfolding of the Spirits (which
is the Effectress of Pleasure)o occurred when an
peculiarand pr oper 'Phese tesinessfrerh argars of Sense were classified as
ALuxury , ' ®™Wirl |hitesdiirt. ® ner vous qualities and Pecheybd
testicles as special sources of lust became combined in later physi&logies.

The wrier of the 1742\ Philosophical Essay on Fecundatiore s ¢ r i birette h ow
Act of Copulation, when the Plot thickens, and Bliss is iZésith or mer i di an Height,
the possible, and very probably, that the Testiclé&3variamay be considerably dilated, by
the Rarefaction and Expansion of their own infateao r S P%iSpiritstin.thé gonads
now incited pleasure and carnal passion. Notably, a different term had been introduced for

male testes and female ovaries, althounihduthor put them on equal footing. This author

inclined to Concupiscence or Lust: The Incentives of Lust, even against the Mind, are sought

for, and they are | ayo6d nsethedloadrbgils up,dhee v e r brought
Marrow in the Back grows hot, the Eyes are inflamed, the Genitals are inflated, so that there

wants little (unless Reason coming between recalls her, and Prohibits here from the

Beastliness of it) but that the whole CorporealilSon every occasion, should be dissolved

in Lust . 0 TwodDmeuwsedomceriing the Soul of Brutes which is that of the

Vital and Sensitive of Mafi.ondon, 1683), 55.

YlpecheyCompl eat Mi dMl.f eds Practice

192 FreemanA New Essay24. Boehaave likewise described hdwt he spongy Substance
the Urethra which forms the Glans, is covered externally with an exceeding thin Membrane

or Cuticle, under which are placed the very sensible nervous Papillee, which are the chief

Seatand Causeof Plrasir e and Pai n i nAcadémical Leetarest7..This Boer haav e,
nervous sympathy regarding sexual pleasure was a
Nerves that are knit and entwined in the Form of a Net, and extendedPiodbieda placed

chiefly for Sense and Pleasure, moving by way of Sympathy between the Head and the

Wo mbAroi st otl edg®. Last Legacy

Wil lis, ATwo Discourses Donc®Wrihln®6shPr Soulcef
104 y1n;

Ibid.
1% Until the mideighteenth century bothatesandf e mal es had fAtesticles. o Th
Afovaryo was only introduced by Neils Stensen in

century longer before it really caught on among anatomists. Until then, the synonymous

terms fAst on e sppliecaequilly fothe reproductivecosgans @f both sexes.

19 A Philosophical Essay on Fecundation: Or, an Impartial Inquiry into the First

Rudi ment s, Progression and (eonfl@dd)t lion, of Ani mal
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portrayed male and female gonads as similar sources of pleasure; yet, not all authors
partitioned pleasure so fairbhr i st ot | e @ nelvaasion of thesiqpracayd widely
circulated domestic manu#,r i st ot | e @xobséheedthad Ppbeasere and Del
say they, is double in Women to what it is in Men; for as the Delight of Men consists in
Copulation, chiefly in the Ejection of the Seed; so Women are delighted both by the Ejection
oftheirownand t he Re c e’ Adaip, this anlysiMef pleasure tbok into
account the notion that contact with seed conferred pleasure. The difference in pleasure
reflects a gender debate about whether one sex or both sexes contribute seed in
procreation’® Until the later eighteenth century, most physiological discussions suggested
both sexes were normally prone to an abundance of sexual pleasure and desire. Contrary to
the argument made by BarkiBenfield, the physiology of nerves and the mental/physical
susceptibilities associated with sensibility were typically described as affecting both sexes
until later in the century. Sexual pleasure was also understood to impair reason for both
sexes. Many medics believed females and males had similar experiertrcesnsdtions and
thoughts because there was a universal nerve anatomy.

In both sexes, sexual pleasure could also originate with the higher faculties, or from
the superior side of the sensorium, and be sent down to the g¥fiistillis contemplated
where pleasures and desires emanated from when no physical senses were excited. He
concluded that these were cerebrwzlLlbcgl i nspire
Motion, Memory, Phantasie, and Appetite follow sometimes idiately the Passions,
someti mes ar e i ndiAlteodgh thegsesodbornfpleasures weteeha. 0
di fferent kind than those inspired By the se
they too were mani fest npiricist phimsophe a&coantedifors pi ri t s
these two origins of sensations too: HAThere
r e f | e'@Rassions, whether originated in the mind or senses, became manifest on the

body as socially, and literarify?important expressions?

WAristotl ed®. Last Legacy

1% Eor discussion about seed theories, see chapter one.

19 For the discussions in eighteertntury erotic literature about whether pleasure derived
from the mind or body, see Karen HarvBgading Sex in the Eighteenth Century: Bodies
and Gender in English Ete Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004)-202
205.

willis, A0f the Abmat oWil lif 29dWilsRuherai inc ® i n
explainedthaino obj ect makes a more pleasing i mpre
fioresofh e br ai n, such vibrations as correspond

1 pouilly, Theory of Agreeable Sensatipi§6.

12 J. Pyle Locke(Cambridge: Polity Press, 2013), 48.

3 See Anne C. VilaEnlightenment and Pathology: Sensibility in the Literature and
Medicine of Eighteentl&entury FrancgBaltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998),
1589.
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Sexual feelings and passions derived from the mind and soul were also incorporated
into the physiology of generation. Marten assert
Thoughts, [which sends] the Passion stirring up and ragftheSeed ‘& Anatomists
endeavored to Atrace out that particular part of
p a i *Aln X736, the philosophemuis-Jean Lévesque de Pouilly wratee original French
version ofThe Theory of Agreeable Sensatiansvhich he reasoned that the seat of
pleasure in the mind
must have solidity and strength, since the characters imprinted there cannot
be worn out for a space of years. This nervous membrane must hold and
touch the extremity of every nerve pertainingsensation, in order to
receive all the different impressions of it. It must at the same time have a
power over the origin of every nerve subservient to motion, to be able to
communicate such motions as are suited to the vibrations which it'feels.
The adhor, therefore, concluded that the part in question must be the pia mater, a thin layer
of meninges covering the brdit{.Although on the following page he admits his uncertainty,
his criteria for the seat of pleasure are telling. That the seat of pléaslheemind must
affect every nerve of sensation and motion reflected thenathmpassing domain of
pleasure over the body.
Mutual sympathy caused by pleasure, as well as pain, explained how the material
body and immaterial will relatédsympathy throuly nerves and animal spirits unified the
person. The cause and effect of sensations and thoughts or behaviours became understood
especially in terms of animal spirits. Again, these concepts were most apparent with sexual
sensations. liTheory of the Human ivd, Hartl eyb6s section AOf the des
towards each othero argued that fAwhen a gener al
body, either by direct impressions, or by associated influences, the organs of generation
must sympathize withthge ner af’TB e at mpbi cati on of Hartleyds a
seat of pleasufethe genitalid participated in all bodily pleasure, whether that pleasure
originated from sensations or the mind. He pursued this sexual sympathy further by detailing
howpl| easurabl e feelings in the organs of generat.i

of pleasure from youth, health, grateful aliment, the pleasures of imagination, ambition, and

"“See Paul Goring, @Spe-CantargQratayrandRhe Reformooh s : Ei ght e
Eloquence) Tha Rhetoric of Sensibility in Eighteer@lentury CulturgCambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2005):39.

115 Marten,Gonosologium Novuné-7.

118 pouilly, Theory of Agreeable Sensatipa§8.

7 bid., 1089.

118 bid.

19 Hartley, Theory of the Humahlind, 1:86.
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sympathy, or any other cause, which diffuses grateful vibrations aerthh ol e'®s y st e m.

Regardless of its origin, a pleasurable sensation below the sensorium was necessarily felt in
the seat of pleasure, the groin. This close sympathy of feeling was the basis for much
medical and moral advice in the eighteenth century.
Moral -Medicine and Sexual Sensations

The late seventeenttentury discourse about both the physiological and
philosophical effect of bodily pleasure and pain on mental processes became a focus within
the culture of sensibility. Accordingly, many medical ad\acel conduct literature writers
similarly referred to the psychosomatic paradigm of sensibility in advancing their
recommendations about lifestyle. Very often, such recommendations were made on both
medical and moral grounds. These mangdical writers fequently explored sexual issues
and often referred to the notion that sensations negatively influenced reasonmddicdl
literature used the notion of pain and pleasure as punishment and reward, with the most
poignant example of submitting to the fldskingillicit sex. Although eighteenticentury
discussions often distanced religious morality from the internal conflict between body and
soul, the topic of sex unfailingly evoked a religious tone. Sexual sensations, desires, and

passions needed to be tmtied in order for healthiness. As Faramerz Dabhoiwala has

rightly indicated aboutthepmmo d er n er a, At he mental and phy:c

appetites was the very f oun d#&Withiothe coltre df h e
sensibiliy control of sexual sensations and i
and surroundings. Warnings about sexual feelings and desires, and recommendations to
control them, were made in reference to the physiology of nerves, and especiadlly anim
spirits. Of the many dangers represented by sexual indulgence, those relating to the mind
were most concerning.

This promotion of selmastery applied also to sex within marriage, which
institution was itself a form of sexual and reproductive contf@nly within the sure
confines of matrimony, general opinion held, were sexual pleasures licit, controlled, healthy,
and ultimately beneficial. Yet, even within marriage, sexual indulgence needed moderation.

However, commenting on eighteerténtury sexuahdvice manuals, Roy Porter

emphasizedtheirpppupt i al t hemes but noted that marr.i

of taming the flesh, 0 although it was widely

even pleasur&? These widely acknowledged precepts about sexual restraint regularly met

or came with a more casual acceptance of the lewder side of society and individuals. Take,

120 pid.

121 DabhoiwalaOrigins of Sex27.

22 |pid., 2202.

123 Roy Porter and Lesley HalThe Facts of Life: The Creation of Sexual Knowledge in
Britain, 16501950(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1995), 43.
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forinstanceConj ugal Love Reveal 6d; I n the Nightly Pl ec
Advantages of that Happy Stateéhich was a translation of the seventeearghtury French
physician and Professor of Anatomy and Surgery a
text on sex and generation. This licentious book, originally published® ditder a
pseudonym, postured as a morally sound text that promoted only procreative sexual acts
within Christian marriagé’Yet , both the author and reader were
prurient side. Often connected with the maradical concerns aboséxual sensations
were a curiosity and recognition of their almost universal influence.
Excessive venery and masturbation were frequently cited concerns by phySfcians.
The relationship between habitual ejaculation and mental deficits was widelyeaffiAs
Laqueur has illustrated, individuals like Marten exploited medical jargon and body
economics to sensationally decry masturbatidMoral-medicine, as Laqueur has called it,
defined the Georgian onanism movemghmdividuals such as Marten and Sataue
Auguste Tissot used medical theories that connected mental and genital activities to
condemn masturbatio@naniatype texts linked the soul, genitalia, and pleasure to explain
how selfgratification impaired both spiritual welleing and bodily healthzor example, the
prefatory poem té\ Short Treatise on Onanisemphasizes these medical connections
between nerves, pleasures, ejaculation, asftkdlth.
Physicians are agreed that Copulation,
When age adult, and highr acé6d nerves invite,
Shou6d beiramotenately desired,
Nor dreaded to excess. The good old man
Is by his tame frigidity admonished,
Not to engage in the dull drudgery,

Mistaken for enchanting scenes of pleasure;

2 Nicolas VenetteConjugal Love Reval 6d; I n the Nightly Pleasures
and the Advantages of that Happy Stateed. (London: Tho. Hinton, [17207?]).

“According to Pechey, fAthe great weakness, and ¢
and Nerves, bytoogreatans e of Ven€omplbe®ecNhegwi f eds Practi ce
Al brecht von Haller suggested that coition Ais a

convulsion, and which thereby surprisingly weakens, and prejudices the whole nervous

system. 0 S a ravdeTlssot®Onagisns dr,@ Tr&atis upon the Disorders

Produced by Masturbatigrrans. A. Hume (London, 1766), 58, quoting Haller.

126 According to Laqueutthe anonymous author of the popular aeti-pollution treatise
Onaniawas none other than Martéh.i ssot 6 s i ntroduction to his infl
Onanismr eads: fAMy design was to write upon the disc
selfpollution, and not upon the crime of masturbation: besides, is not the crime sufficiently

proved, whenitiseimonstrat ed t o b eviip®eThamaslLaqueurs ui ci de?0 (Vv
preface tdSolitary Sex: A Cultural History of MasturbatigNew York: Zone Books, 2003).

YFoucault described how fisexual austerityo was ¢
social, cultral, or political concerngzoucault History of Sexuality2:23.For a discussion

of moratmedicine, see Laqueusplitary Sex
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Lest thus he snap his feeble thread of life.

But what more base, morexious to the body,

Than by the power of fancy to excite

Such lewd ideas of an absent object,

As rouse the organs forméd for nobler enc

To rush into thoé embraces of a phant om,

And do the deed of personal enjoymet!

The antimasturbation movemeptarticularly instances how physiological precepts about
nerves linking the organs of generation to the mind inspired social discussions about
sexuality within eighteentbentury print, medical, and sensibility cultut&sn fact, the
antimasturbation disgssion depended on the idea that the brain and genitalia similarly used
and affected the same nervous fluid. Without that direct physiological connection, the
medical arguments against sgthtification would have been much less convincing.

This eighteeth-c ent ury bl end of morality and medi
occasional theological comments in his physiology treatises. In one such comment, Willis
used a pathology trope to discuss the immoral influence of the body on the mind. He
d e s c rthelCepdreafiSoul doth extend its Sicknesses, not only to the Body, but to the
Mind or rational Soul, which is of an higher linage According to his theories, in the war
between lower and higher faculties, the lower corporeal appetites and desires oftarghromp
individuals to behave contrary to social and moral codes. Locke also thought along these
lines, but his philosophy gave more attention to the language and ideas of a natural
morality*! Both Willis and Locke described how indulging in instantaneous gratifications
often followed from a failure of reason and led to a fall into vice. In the stripped down, more
accessible, and more sensational medical advice literature that followed tering t
eighteenth century, indulging in pleasures often referred to sexual pleasures. The
relationship between the body and mind, desire and reason, through sensations and nerves
seemedest exemplified by the sexual lifestylesceftain figures, particularlybertines.

Published tracts capitalized on the dire spiritual consequences of indulging venereal

desires without the sanctity of the marriage bed. The widely regarded conductheok,

128 A Short Treatise on Onanism; or, the Detestable Vice offSell | u (Landon: é
printed and sold by Fletcher and Co., 17¢r¢face.
129 5ee BarkeBenfield, Culture of Sensibility32930.

Thomas Willis, preface to ATwo DDrscourses C
Wil lisbds Pr adlorndanelé8d)f Physi cké
¥The rational soul, according to Locke, expr
Good. 0 I mmorality came from either wrong und
per manent state of pleasure or anPldasuammedi at e
andt o avoi d P aliogke AntEssayiPy, 127.at e . 0
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Whole Duty of Marf1657, reprinted throughout the eighteenth cenfuypressed an
attitude concerning sexual pleasure and desire typical of the genre:

Men are not to think themselves let loose to please their brutish appetites,

but are to keep themselves within such rules of moderation, astaghee

endof marriage, Waich being these two, the begettingGifildren, and the

avoiding of brnication, nothing must be done which may hinder the first of

these ends; and the second aimingyoat the subduing of lust, the keeping

Men from any sinful effects of it
As in medcal discussions, moral tracts likéne Whole Duty of Mawarned that lust could
compel men to brutishness, which destroyed marriages. That trope was used frequently as
later writers examined the physiological effects of sexuality on the mind.
Warningsabout Sexual Pleasure and Tropes about Lost Reason

Nearly two decades aft&rp i ¢ u r u srbasle phhd in English, Charleton
published hisNatural History of the Passiori&® In that work Charleton described, similarly
to Willis, a division and tension beeen the rational soul and carnal desires. With reference
toWi I | i s, Pierre Gassendi, and Epicurus, Charl et c
Wills in one and the samM¥AsSoiund silMslationmihé and t he s
two empires at ar, Charleton saw the lower, carnal appetites as a negative influence that
subverted reason:

When the divindolitie of the Rational Soul being subverted, the whole

unhappy man is furiously carried away to serve the brutish lusts of the

insolent usurpernd augment the triumphs of libidinous carnality: which

degrades him from the dignity of his nature, and cassating all his royal

prerogatives, debases him to a parity with beasts, if not below them;

for,Reasoonce debauc hd drutal teadacsall sorts ofb e c 0 me

excesswhereof beasts are seldom guifly.
As in his translation of Epicurus, Charleton alluded to how sexual indulgence leads
individuals into a bestial condition. Interestingly, Charleton also examined nerve physiology
and viewed pleasus inherently good, similar to Willis and Locke. Immoderate carnal

pleasure, according to Charleton, was a terrible threat to both reason and hiihéatty.

32 [Richard Allestree]The Practice of Christian Graces, dfhe Whole Duty of Man Laid
Down in a Pl ai ne(Londomt priftedroy D. Maxwell fovd yGarthwait,
1658 [orig. 1657])16869.

133 See WilsonEpicureanism at Modernify267.8.

134\Walter CharletonNatural History of the Passior{tondon, 1674)preface.

%5 |bid., 589.

136 SeePouilly, Theory of Agreeable Sensatio88, 155, which also proposes Epicurean
philosophy in concert witherve physiology.
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even with this emphasis on sexual moderation, Epicureanism was regularly denounced as
promoting Ibertinism and sexual exceSs.

The image of people becoming bestial as they yielded to carnal desires was
appended to |ibertines, or fa'Kesacialaid Pl easur
moral critics throughout the period. These licentious fig@wa&ned a wide notoriety and
appeared in numerous kinds of writings and discussions. Some observers felt that
promiscuous types were unavoidable, especially in the British capital. Ryder, for instance,
recall ed grudgingly keeanhiorge stoh eo nc campbaonayt o fi df¥
Wel | s. He noted that Athe men were al most al
spend their time this way, as officers of the Guards or young fellows that are glad of every
opportunity to gratify their pleaseiré . Yet t he men that were there
fashion were as familiar with t¥asBarket he whor
Benfield argus, the topic of libertinism becansssociated with the culture of sensibifif§.

Certainly, nerve and the sensible body were central ideas for those discussing or criticizing
the indulgence of sexual appetites and desires.
One moral critic of libertine attitudes anonymously authored the pbeenTemples
of Virtue and Pleasurél742). This poem ian allegorical journey with two paths: one to
Virtueds Temple antThbheeowhervent Pl edsuoeBlse
found a goddess who embodied the chimerical existence of carnality in humankind:
HereLustattends a Woman to the Waist
Of blooming Beauty, but a Goat the rest;
Her Blood for ever boils with inward Fires,
And from her Eyes dart forth obscene Destfés:
From the waist down, bestial urges were physically manifest and emanated upwards,
consuming her sense and reason. Such bassupésamorph the indulger into a monster, and
such monsters bred horrid and unnatural progeny.
The Goddess once, that | ookdd so gay and
Became a filthy Hagd)ebauchery

Close at her si dRanreclindéd, her daughter

¥"For an account of Robert Boyl e &picureandrt i ci s m

otherMechanical Principles of Philosophyd 6 and, ironically, ot her s
being an Epicurean, see Wils@picureanism at Modeity, 227.
Bjames Boswel | ,BdOwme IPI &eaal.MagdeyBaileyl(London:

William Kimber, 1951), 212.

139 Ryder,Diary of Dudley Ryder57. Wilson Epicureanism at Moderniy230.According

toWilsonaf t er t he RestorabcoatmahpceéBngl cshsasi f
without military affairs to occupy them, 0 so
140 BarkerBenfield, Culture of Sensibility38.

1 The Temples of Virtue and Pleas(kendon, 1742), 2.

2 bid., 7.
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Bemoans her Motihwin'®s past Offence
The figures of Lust, Debauchery, and Pain corresponded to a notable trope wherein sexual
immorality was represented as female, reproductive and monstrous. The birthing imagery of
Pl easurebs Temple has apparentonoaoahe8tndass with
monstrous birth of hell hounds Raradise Lost*The @Aunfini shéd Reptiles, o
Newt s, 0 and Adissolving Lizardso that creep ove
Desireso breed unwhol esomen e sngalderoibleds@gesst | i ness.
was ultimately pain.

This trope for warning against sexual indulgence was given an even fuller treatment
i n Edwar d -deoturyntrgadTee Qantadir not Fabuloyd755), which he
addressed to his friend, Samuel RichardsonthBytimeThe Centauappeared in
bookselleréshops, the Oxforéducated clergyman, Young, had already established his
literary merit by his many poetic works, the most notable b&mgComplaint, or, Night
Thoughts on Life, Death, and Immortak#y7426)."*The premi se of Youngéds tr
conversation with a centaur, who censured men of pleasure as irreligious and socially
harmful. As beasts from the waist down and renown for their fierce and unyielding passions,

centaurs were clear analogies for libs, such as the then recently deceased Lord

r

Bolingbroke, who had been a focus in Youngbs ear

fi T Men of Pleasurgthe licentious, and profligate, are the subject of these Letters; and in
such, as in the fabled Centaur, the Brute runs away with the Man: therefore | call them
Centaurs & Like other criticisms of beaus, fops, rakes, and libertines, Young portrayed

the® men as ridiculous. Again employing the beast trope, he derided those men for

figal l oping with more than human haste after temp

o

four | egs, than d&®e,morethanjus satirieahjést, pamgiigh t wo .

men of pleasure as bestial prompted serious philosophical questions; the narrator asks

3bid., 11-12.

144 John Milton,Paradise Lostbk. 2 (London, 1667), 79899. The seventeentientury

theol ogian Henry Jeanes | i kewise described | ust
conceiveth inwardly in her wombe, and bringeth forth the fruit; of her wombef dwatr

body into a world semblably, the conception of sin is inward by delights, desires, and

purposes of the heart, the birth oA it is outwar

Second Part of the Mixture of Scholasticall Divir(i@xford, 1660), 322For the gendered
meanings of other childbirth and generation tropd2aradise Lostee Corrinne Harol and
Jessica MacQueen, fEveds Labour s: Procreati on,
Generation irParadise Lost i The Secrets of Generation: Reprotion in the Long
Eighteenth Centuryeds. Raymond Stephanson and Darren Wagner (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, forthcoming).

“James E. May, (bApYl683,d.1y7 6 B)dondDictibnary of National
Biography(Oxford: Oxford University Pres, 2004).

14 Edward YoungThe Centaur not Fabulous: In Five Letters to a Friend on the Life in
Vogue(London, 1755), preface: ii.

7 bid., preface: vii.
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whet her a man of pl eas uimnoralBaing?oroflgasasi der hi
rational? or as a meranimal®**® These questions concerned the status of beingan and
whether behaviours, such as eirttulging in pleasure, can change a man into something

that is not humariThe frequency and strength of this beast trope suggests that such a

transformation thr ough™avastpessiblehi ng i n fani mal
Young also raised several conce®ns about
Using a medical idea, he insinuated that fou

on our understandifgbicbupassromsrigbseasesan
stupef i es'™ anotder rbetaghoriat®ut Boxious substances was used in describing
men of pleasure as fAnot only poi¥&umwed, but b
anxieties about individual and national health were often cited by Ydencglled infidelity
and carnal pleasure finational distemffers, o w
Others too, like the physicigroet, Nathaniel Cotton, feared for national instability from
those who recklessly pursued pleasure:

A Satyrist inRomanTimes,

WhenRomelike Britaingr oanéd wi th Cri mes,

Asserts it for a sacred Truth

The PLEASURES are the Bane of youth:

That Sorrows such Pursuits attend,

Or such Pursuits in Sorrows end:

That all the wild Adventdérer gains

Are Perils, Penitence, afhins'®™
Such common historical comparisons were as much nationalistic puffery as they were moral
caution. However, there were serious concerns about how pleasure plagues the control of
individuals and nation states. Young quipped if there was anyimmease in libertinism,
fiwhere is that Bedlam which can rec®ive a wh
Whether in the individual or in the body politic, excessive animal pleasures threatened to

disease and cripple rationality and stability.

148 bid., 103.

149bid., 689.

=01hid., 2.

51 bid., preface: viii.

1521bid., 66.

3 1bid., 3. Youngwentontowarn théti f our na
at present, should reach t
%4 bid., 3.

15 Nathaniel Cottonyisions in VerséLondon, 1751), 25.
%0young, Centaur not Fabuloys2. For a descrtjpn of how libertines were also depicted
as rational and mechanical, yet still disruptive to the body politic, see Ehlightenment
Cyborg 1789.
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he v

175



Whilehi s met aphors and censures mirrored those
wrote vehemently against Epicureanism. He described a near association between libertines,
Epicureans, and deists, deriding all three as immoral and unrea$Siegblasted them
furt her as fAwanting in Goodness, or Reasono for nm
l and enl i ght e féAukiods jones dbeut nGtiormlpnstébility crept into his
censures against Epicureanism toos;subfieAnd such Gr e
and unbelieving; and whose cef¥bngaduedd writings a
Nt haealeanljloyment | ies within the compass of Godods
defend them: that when we dip too deep in Pleasure, we stir a sgdinae¢ renders it
impure, and noxious: that (as much a paradox as it may seem) the best means of arriving at
the true pleasures of the body, i s®cfal preserve,
kinds of ungodly pleasures, sensual pleasurggdtup the greatest filth and were most
noxious to the sodf* According to these censures, men and ladies of pleasure risked
forfeiting their reason and morals to animal desires and brutish behaviours. A figure
common in sentimental fiction, the rake wegined by Johnson according to such
deprecations: AA | oose disorderly, Vvi cious, wi | o
pl eafure. o

Whether arguing for or against libertinism or Epicureanism, physiological ideas
about how pleasure and pain atfd bodies and minds were frequently evoked, and these
ideas contributed to wider understandings about sensiliya vi d Hu-oeetérys mi d
fl owery essay AThefntElpa cfurweiatnloe sanpaitatse mptds of ar t
philosophers have undaken, the producing of antificial happinessand making us be
pl eased by rul es o f®Peasars, Blume maseddwadexperiercédl e ct i on. 0
wi t h o uttofregulaté, refine, dr invigorate any of those springs or principles, which
naturehas mp | ant éRaitrh eme . ¢h a p pease,ean@entnient,vepdse;, and
pl easure, 06 which conditions relied upon the propg

ifiThe stomach digests the aliments: Mnche heart cir

57young, Centaur not Fabuloysl8.

18 pid., 36.

B9 pid., 31. According tcoruplencdriecdfromtédsnals er mon, nat
segment of fAenlightened Mackenzefitsuvet bt Pl easul ecén
180y oung, Centaur not Fabuloy$89.

%1 1bid., 134.

%2 JohnsonPictionary, s. v. MfARake. 0

183 Eor a discussion of the cult of Platotdwe, natural affection, and Epicureanism, see
Wilson, Epicureanism at Modernity269.

pavid Hume, f THEssaysENjorak Rolitieaband, Literajed. Eugene F.
Millar (Indianapolis: Liberty, 1987), 141. See Wils@picureanism at Modernif\87, 277.
Hume, AThe Epicurean, o 143,
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refines the spirits: And all t hKumevit hout my
described how sens®of the mind and body worked in concert to create a state of

pleasure. However, what remained debated until the culture of sensibility disappasr@d w

deep anxiety about how those innate and involuntary bodily and mental sensations bred

desires, passions, thoughts, and behaviours.

To control sexwuality meant controlling or
could evoke sexual feelings. Whdiscussing pleasure in his treatise on the nerves, Hartley
added a moralizing aside about virtue: HAhow
chastity and purity of heart, ought to be over his thoughts, his discourses, his studies, and his
intercoursesvi t h t he world in general Hanmd | wiytots tshag
advice highlights the ways in which people susceptible to licentious feelings can regulate
their lives. In particular, imagination, conversation, reading, and social settmgseen as
entry points for externalities to inspire lewd sensations and desires. However, Hartley
allowed that sexual pleasure was not all bad.

Health Benefits from Sexual Pleasure

Sexual pleasure was also acknowledged as both crucial for generatinacessary
for good health. Willis thought along these lines when he described a particulanypiral
pathology'®®He suggeat@ausdaaf fithe Hysterical Passi
was an Auntimely restr ai nt tobefbestoed abButthei n a | Hu
Pleasure o¥/enusat | east, i f they receive'™fils p from
backlog of seminal humour caused fiRestagnat.
a Taint to the BTr4hediagaosisicorsponden with a ortg adition o
about greensickness in maids and spinsters, and the benefits of conjdgal lile. Wi | | i s 6 s
account, pleasure was typicallyesult, rather than catalyst, of healthinddsar t | ey 6 s
comment aboupl eadsuieimiom pdut h, heal th, gra
correlation between pleasure and general-baihg.

However, by the migtighteenth century, several authors argued that pleasure
causedyjood healthMany authors affirmed the simple, provexaotion that happiness led
to healthiness. In his examination of the passions, Charleton repeatedly observed that
pleasing emotions, such as joy, involved a healthy circulation of the animal spirits whereas

displeasing emotions, such as anger, involuetert and detrimental agitations of those

166 |bid.

*"Hartley, Theory of the Human Mind.: 89.

¥porter and Hall described how Afrom the sev
el ement i n di schkastsoflofg227. of sexuality. o

Wi llis, AOf ConbDul sWivkl DE36saPBPeracbdi cae

170 bjid.

"1 See the discussion of greensickness in chapter four; see also Helefilémjsease of
Virgins: Green Sickness, Chlorosis and the Problems of Pufierhdon: Routledge, 2004).
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spirits}’?St ating it plainly, Hartley wrote, AA dispos
attendant "iThereverde avaslalsotheldito be true; health was dependent on
experiencing pleasurouilly suggestedthdét p| easur e presents herself in
mind to a proper exercise, and keédb her from fal
Wit hout adequate pleasure to exercise the mind,
deplorable state of”Poullgfathesdedriibédinowypleasured | anguor . 0
Nfexercises the fibres of the Dbrairerhandit hout weake
whatever is displeasing wounds them, and whatever is tiresome leaves them in a state of
i nact'®lvi ttyhids manner, pleasure and pain |left the
personalities, and constitutions. Near the end of the century, a tramsibfioseptidrien
Lel arge de Lignaco6s treatise on marriage profess
physiological ideas and medical maxims. In reference to the health benefits of sexual
pl easur e, Lignac suggested, f Bdulgedlgane e, when used
cause that concurs to the maintenance of health: a-abpadance of the prolific liquor in a
vigorous man, at the prime of his life, molests the functions, and even affects the spirits, if
this man obstinately continues in a celibate conditt’ However, pleasure was not always
good for health.
Health Problems from Sexual Indulgence

When sexual desires overwhelmed individuals and moderation was lost, sexual
indulgence could adversely affect the animal spirits, leading to mental and jdilgms.
Venette warned about women who give Atoo great &
embr aé®wch frequent acts meant Athe ani mal spiri
t hose women fAthoughtful, and cdcompgerions h , their hair

yel I'"3wo® much pleasure had del eterious effects t

172 Charleton,Natural History

3 Hartley, Theory of the Human Min@: 257.

4 pouilly, Theory of Agreeable Sensatip84-5.

5 1bid., vii-viii.

178 |bid., 97.

7 ouis Frangois Luc de Lignag, Physical View of Man and Woman in a State of

Marriage, trans. from French (London, 1798 [first published in France in 1774]), 2: 4. See

Mi chael Wi nst on, fiMedi ci ne, Marri age, and Human
Enl i ght EighteenthQentudy Studie88, no. 2 (2005): 2683. Winston describes,

fiL i g nraserdasons concerning monastic/convent life derive in part from the belief that
prolonged retention of seminal fluid has a deleterious effect on the animal economy. In order
to support this contention, Lignac provides numerous examples of death arse disea
resulting from semen retentiono (276).

8 Nicolas VenetteConj ugal Love; or, the ®ledasure of the |
(London, 1750), 48. Quoted in Porter and Hadicts of Life 86.
179 H
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or gafitshed i dea of sexually pleasuring another
written about in association with health concerns since the seventeeiiny'®" In the

eighteenth century, too much pleasuring became a concern that was widely written about.
Cheyneds AnBskay of Blealthiarad lLong Li{fE724) declared thahe passions

fihave a gr e aHeathandLong lifeitean mastPomp | e ar &Hawar e of .

warned that | ong or chronic pasmgBervouss result
Systed t hat woul d ev e n t®uAgdinl ppysidldgicapraemary wash e Hab i t
involved; when a person frequented a passion

ready Disposition inthdlerves o0 pr od uc e d°Thd fearfut chnsequerceyas. 0
Cheyne explained, was a too ready disjpmsiin the nerves. This disposition meant the
h u m aMvachifieperforms without the Consent of tiiéill.0'* Health and volition became
sacrificed to excess pleasure.

Concerns about the lost control over the body following too much sexual activity
was a centl topic in the physiciap o et J 0 h n TAerOmromyooh LoMElss
extended verse offers medical advice on sexual matters, with particular warnings against
excessive ejaculatiodrmstrongwarnedofit he di re Ef f ect®usihng Of Use
the language of nerve physiology. He suggettattoomu c h s e x u a | indul genc
Load of unobedient Li mbs, o¥etusingkerfor@ad Ner ves
itrite Embrace / Foll ow faint R eubl &pathyt, i o n , St
L o v e 6 s Bumphysical repercussions, Armstrong exhorted, would destroy
marriages. Too much sexual pleasure led to exhaustion, and was just as inclement to health
and weltbeing as painThese troubling consequences provided Cleland avithof the
more distinct characters in Hmnny Hill, the oversexed Mr. Norbefanny Hillwas more
sophisticated than a mere book of erotica; it presented serious philosophical views about sex,
which frequently referred to physiological principt$The case of Mr. Norbert was a

caveat aboutsexualoverndul gence: #AAt scarce thirty, he

180 pouilly, Theory of Agreeable Sensatiprs-viii.

181 According to theDxford English Dictionary t he ver b sense of fdApl ea
connotations began in the seventeenth century.

182 Cheyne Essay of Health144.

183 |hid., 156.

#*|bid., 157.

1% pid.

18 Armstrong,0economy of Lovel 3.

87 bid., 23.Foucaul discussed eighteenttentury concerns about seminal weakness and
consequent changes in body habducault History of Sexuality2:15.

18 Armstrong,Oeconomy of Love4.

9 For the significance of materialismfanny Hill, s ee L eRannBHileenddy , #

Ma t e r i BighteesthCertury Studied, no. 1 (1970): 280. See also Andrea

Hasl anger, AWhat Happens When Pornography En
Pleasure ifFanny Hill, BLH 78, no. 1 (2011): 1688.
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of appetite down to a wretched dependence on forced provocatives, very little seconded by
the natural powers of a body jaded and wraakétb the lees by constant repeated
overdraughts of pleasure, which had &bne the wor
As a whole Fanny Hill presents sexual indulgence and pleasure in a very positive light;
however, Cleland did warn of the damg of excessive pleasure. For Mr. Norbert, the
consequences were as Cheyne would have dessréoeépletion of appetite, an enfeebled
habit, and a terrible shortening of |ife. Of thoc
debaucher P&l Norberrwashesecon. According to Fanny, he suffered from
a i slived erdction, he would perhaps melt it away in a washy sweat, or a premature
abortive effusion, that provokingly mocked my eager desires; or, if carried home, how
faltered and unnervous the exgon! how insufficient the sprinkle of a few hedtiops to
extinguish all th¥ flames he had kindled. o

Partly to paint a licentious work with a splash of virtue, and partly to recite accepted
notions about health and sex, Cleland added some of his owimgsat the end dfanny
Hill . One relates to the case of Mr . Norbert, AThu
pleasures that intemperance enslaves them to: the one, parent of health, vigour, fertility,
cheerfulness, and every other desirable godifeinthe other, of diseases, debility,
barrenness,self o at hi ng, with only evePmnthesanelveii nci dent t
as this moral, Mr . Nor ber t grew fimore delicat e,
healthyo through Fanny o6 $*Regardless aithesucgesstoi s sexual e
Mr . Norbertbds new moder at eolatepardhadiesase gi me n it wa
consequence of hisoverndul gent youth. Clelandds interest in
lines'*> He would later publish two medical workastitutes of Healtt{1761) and
Phisiological Reverie6 1 76 5) , and c |toodthe neénlesabetteritr@anaiiyu nd er s
doct or i*iThdsemedigalddeas when blended with morality reflect an eighteenth
century trend toward moralistic medical advice about Eeg.anxieties about the power of
pleasure that arose time and again in eggfttecentury moraimedical writing also arose in

literature of sensibility.

19 3ohn ClelandFanny Hill; or Memoirsof a Woman of Pleasured. Peter Wagner

(London: Penguin, 2001 [orig. 1748), 170.

Lpid., 176.

192 |bid., 1767.

%8 |pid., 223.

**bid., 179.

Eor Clelandds medi cal iJohh @elaads ImagesofeadifeWi | | i am H.
(New York: Columbia Uiversity Press, 1974), 119, 171, 173, 176.

% Quoted inOxford Dictionary of National Biography s . v. #@AJohn Cl el and. 0 Quc
Boswell,Boswell, Laird of Auchinleck, 1778782 eds. J. W. Reed and F. A. Pottle, (New

York: McGrawHill, 1977), 77.
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Sexual Pleasure and Pain in Literature

Many authors of sentimental fiction wove ideas about how sexual sensations
affected individual s&6 t ho ualirists goked mokks irctteoi c e s i
presumptions other authors made about how sexual feelings upset mental reason and
represented a menacing danger. But regardless of the kind of attention given, the idea that
sensations experienced by sensible bodies travebedevives and altered the mind was
important. And never was that idea more important than when sexual sensations were
concerned. John Suttootesthat therewasamanci ent association betw
and r e d&SHoweien withid the eighteenttentury milieu and in understandings of
nerves and sensibility, concerns about how sexuality and generation affected reasoning
became especially momentous.

Early in the eighteenth century the writer and politiddaathony Ashley Coope™
Earl of Shaftesbury, asked in his treatsaracteristicks of Meforiginally published in
1711),i Ca n t $trengtk of Bliedcan there b€ o mmand o v eiftheddras 6fs s el f
Pleasure, the Suggestionskaincy, and the strong Pleadings of Appetand Desire are not
often withstood, anthe Imaginationsoundly reprimanded, and brought under
s ubj e t%Theddeazhat virtuous character derived from mental mastery over bodily
sensations and desires often arose in literature of sensibility.xamplke is Samuel
Ri chardsondés character Pamel a, whose chastit
fortified throughout the novel. Even when the marks of interest or arousal are evidenced by
her blushing and excited responses, her repeated and stasistéince of illicit sexual
pleasure reinforce her virtuous character. Yet, many critics and satirists felt that view of
experience, selfontrol, and virtue was too obvious and simple. Several narratives
intentionally subverted that view. One suchsubveron of Ri chardsonés | it
Henr y F AreApadogyfar thesLife of Mrs. Shamela AndréW&i1). Equating
pleasure and pain to good and bad or to punishment and reward, as Locke had described,
became a theme regularly employed aanhplicated in sentimental fiction and depictions of
sensibility.

In the mideighteenth century, Samuel Johnson eulogized Sensibility:

THOU, Sensibility, art alsthere

The priestess of the shrine, infusing deep,

Through all the mental powers thy sofintrol.

Study through thee by lively taste refint

The quick perception knows, and glowing thought;

197 Suton, Philosophy and Memory Traces3.
198 Ashley CooperCharacteristicks of Mer812.
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Through thee warm Fancy dares a bolder flfght,
Sterne also penned a dedication praising Sensibility as a positive and powerful force, which
moved preimdpandbdde®’ Remarkably similar eulogies were also written to
Pl easur e. THe Eentauihdudaes gmezamplé O fPleasure! Pleasurelvhat
art thou? The death of Reason. And with Reason dies the whole Heaven, as well as
Char act e? The eaime samsa of iaternal and mysterious power over the mind is
evoked in Youngds | ines as in Johnsonds. And por
as the Aeternal fount aiMThaufwhosaOmnipoercetisbutys, 0 Yo ung
asecondattribute, and a proper servant to thy delight. Thou great FountRileasurelas
suchl a d o r®Yount calied these lindsThe Profligateds Prayer, 0 wh
to shock the reader with their dissolute attitude.
This intention aside, thesailogies reveal some of the several ways in which
sensibility and pleasure were connected. Both eulogies were adapted for similar literary
themes and treatments. Both highlight the relationship of the mind and body, emphasizing
the power of sensation. Rkure, like sensibility, represented a convincing motivation for
change in individualsd thinking and behaviour. V
sensible, particularly among their own vocation. As the poet William Cowper observed in a
lettertod s e ph Hi | | writeavheh therdelightfudl infhienées of fine weather, fine
prospects, and a brisk Motion of the Animal Spirits, make poetry almost the Language of
Nature; and I, when Ilceicles descé€hd from all th
Pleasure generally was inspirational to the sensible. When degictimgleasure and
sensibility, literary authors deployed a similar register of dramatic gestures or symptoms. A
final significant literary connection is that fiction about sensibleaittars often used sexual
pleasure as a particular plot device, specifically a bildungsrdymennarrative of sexual
development toward sedfwareness.
These literary similarities between sensibility and pleasure reflected their shared
physiologicalbasi. Emphasi zing this shared physiology, J
theme as follows: fASensibility, or that frame of

intimate feeling of every Object, the perception of contemplation of which is productive

199 samuel Johnson, the argumensensibility; a PoenfLondon, 1774), 34.

“For Sterneds eulogy to Sensibility, see this ct
?lyoung,Centaurnot Fablous 188. Written decadeSAearlier, Jol
Rambl e i n StcameXemamsnarkably sindar doriclusion, although one which

clearly concerned sexual pleasure and expressed more relishthanfahamtd r eason | ay

di ssol ve d).Jom Wlnoty Ead of Rothestéi,A Rambl e i n St. Jamesods

Poems on Seve(Arwerpad:dscng ¥6808]n s é

292 oung, Centaur not Fabuloysl84.

203 etter from William Cowper to Joseph Hill, 9 May 1781, retrieved figectronic
Enlightenment

182



eitherof Plea u r e o r?*Hid poefhaadntinued with a series of vignettes, in which
circumstances of pain or pleasure provoke characters to extraordinary responses and actions.
Commonly, pain and pleasure, especially of a sexual kind, motivated a character through the
loss of reasarBehaviours following this loss were portrayed as extraordinary and often
antisocial or immoral. Through association with these motivations of pleasure, literature of
sensibility was often viewed as licentious.

Furthering this association were the sklagestures and symptoms that pain and
pleasure had with sensibility. As | have arguedal spirit theories are fundamental for
interpreting the actions, gestures, and resp
heartwrung demise atthe momedti ss Wal t on promi ses her | ove,
irrepressible weeping fit as his beloved Fan
rages toward the comely but unattainable Pamela, desire for sexual pleasure was often
evidenced by sentimental gesturésrough nerves coursed the impetus behind dramatic
emotional displays, like fits, weeping, or outbursts, as well as the fine experiences pressed
onto the sensible mind, causing empathy, tears, blushes, and sighs. As Ann Jessie Van Sant
has argued, writer of sensi bility struggled with Athe
t hought s a’fBhysicahgestires finked directly to the mind by nerves made that
access possibf@® Whether those gestures revealed sympathetic feelings or personal distress,
those gestures had high value in that culftfr&enitalia and sexual pleasure hugely
influenced the spirit economy and nervous system and, therefore, hugely affected
understandings and displays of sensibility and sentimentality. Those types of people who
were especially sensible were also inclined to feeling pleasure and pain more intensely.

These connections between sensibility, pleasure and pain were most thoroughly
explored in migeighteentkcentury erotic literature. In the 1740s, Epicurean ideas were
adapted to suit new literary visions of sexual freed8t&rotic literature retained Epicurean
goal s of obtaining pleasure, but also adjust
for greater liberality. Erotic writings, particularly the central wexamined in this section,
Fanny Hill, constituted an important sgenre of literature of sensibility. In a broader sense,
literature of sensibility explored the manner in which the physiological conflict between

carnal desires and the rational mind waaoted in individuals and society. Essentially,

2% samuel Johnson, the argumensensibility; a PoenLondon, 1774).
2% Ann Jessie Van SarfjghteenthCentury Sensibility and the Novel: The Senses in Social
Context(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 61.

2% BarkerBenfieldsuggests hat t hese emotional gestures re
BarkerBenfield,Culture of Sensibility68.
7 See ibid.

298 DabhoiwalaOrigins of Sex105.
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these literary representations added flesh to the physiological skeleton assembled by late
seventeentcentury authors.
Sensual Pleasure, Intellectual Pleasure, and Passions

When external stimuli dictis the animal spirits, as Willis had described, it could
result in apassion Passions were problematic because they distracted the mind and led to
i mprudent behaviour. According to Gileeyne, passioC
Thoughtf theMind affect theBody[or] those whereby thActionsor Sensationsf the
Bodyaffect theMind. %% Passions, as Cheyne described, mutually influenced the body and
mind through the mechanisms of nerf€4assions were also, as Paul Goring has
descr i be dmporfemsaof humaa physmlogy which had the potential to cément
butalsotodisrufth ar moni ous s 8exuallsensatohsarndidesires wece
likely to raise passions, override reason, and affect social bendddni | e Cheyneods
manual was stilln print, Fielding publishedoseph Andrew& 742), which included a
particular sexual intrigue between Lady Booby and her footman Joseph that exemplified
physiol ogical passions. Lady Booby, upon having
Joseph, strudges not to fAsatisfy every Appé&tite, every
Sexually unsatisfied and frustrated, Lady Booby
P a s s 7*0nte Joseph appears utterly unattainable, she regains her reason and pompously
muses:

How much more exquisite the Pleasure resulting from the Reflection of

Virtue and Prudence, than the faint Relish of what flows from Vice and

Folly! Whither did | suffer this improper, this mad Passion to hurry me,

only by neglecting to summon the Aids ofd8en to my Assistance?

Reason, which hath now set before me my Desires in their proper Colours,

and immediately helped me to expel them. Yes, | thank Heaven and my

Pride, | have now perfectly conquered this unworthy Passion; and if there

was no Obstacle iits way, my Pride would disdain any Pleasures which

could be the Consequence of so base, so mean, sod/d@gar

299 CheyneHealth and Long Life144.

“For discussion on Ch engrves, 8ee Yallapge andiderdity passi ons
77.

21 paul GoringThe Rhetoric of Sensibility in Eighteer@lentury CulturgCambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2005), 39.

22 For discussion about eighteestntury advice on governing the passions by reason, see
BarkerBenfield,Culture of Sensibility42.

13 Henry Fielding,The History of the Adventures of Joseph Andrews, and of His Friend Mr.
Abraham Adamé_ondon: A. Millar,1742), 2:271.

2% |bid.

*pid., 272.
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Following this affectedly dignified speech on desire, pleasure, and reason, Lady Booby
l earns that Joseph6s afdherodawfound reasaniang kituoua ct u a |
front readily succumb to her carnal passions.

Passions, like desires, were a physiological phenomenon that occurred in the nerves
and bound the body and mind. A little known author then as now, W. Jackson of Lichfield
Close wrote a deist treatise callElde Beauties of Natu(@769), which one reviewer
suggested had fAnsome of Sternds indecency in
as nasty as Swiftoés, there is?Jaksont he | east
examined some Lockean ideas, particularly concerning the ambiguity posed by passions. He
observed, fAWhether W Il is a Power of the So
of their Union is a Stranger to us; neither can we tell whether we ha\oarer or Passion
that is not produced by*HbBeatmi uabdCbhatr iwa
from whence our lowest Desires and vilest Passions proceed; from the Body, exclusive of
the Soul, they cannot; from the Soul, independéd §ft he Body, *Suchmpossi b
low passions, desires, and affections were crucial motivations in literature of sensibility
because of the importance given to involuntary nervous responses. Take for instance the
character Peregrine Pickle, created by thetat and literary author Tobias Smoll€tt.
Peregrine is an intelligent and sensible figure who wablooided in both temper and
desire. Throughout the novel, his gallant mishaps are consequences of his susceptibility to
passions emanating from both hindd typically following injury to his pridé or his
bodyd typically following arousal by a femafé® Smollett, like many other writers, wrote of
these passions in physiological terms, citing the motion of spirits and their effects on the

mind as causing laps in reason and bouts of rash behaviour. As Aileen Douglas has

21 A Monthly Review; or, Literary Journal: By Several Hanes. 17 (London: R.

Griffiths, 1770), 167. The reviewer summedTe Beauties of Natuees At r i t e t houg
expressed; but, for the most part, grave antl & mn . 0

2ITW. JacksonThe Beauties of Nature, Displayed in a Sentimental Ramble through her

Luxur i an@irmighar: dristéd by J. Baskerville and sold by M. Morgan, 1769),

150.

181pid., 151. Jackson alsomusédb ut t hat God ma yexihgalkoaghtt he Po w

to Matter as well as to Spirité he may, for
(153).

“Tobias SmollettT he Advent ur es ¢4vol® @oneog: printeddfortRed c k | e é
author and sold by D. Wilson, 175Epr a brief accournt f Smol |l ettdos medi cal
and important relationships, which included John Armstrong, William Smellie, and the

Hunter brothers, see Dani el M. Mus her, NnThe
1771),Bulletin of the History of Medicin&l, no.5 (1967): 4552; G. S. Rousseau,

fiDoctors and Medicine in the novels of Tobi a

1966); D. BruceRadical Doctor SmollefLondon: Victor Gollancz, 1964).

29 Notably, Peregrine Pickle was prone to folly, argiDavid Turner obsees certain

words relating to sexual transgressions, suc
selfc o mma Dadid TurnerFashioning Adultery: Gender, Sex and Civility in England,
1660-1740(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), 31.
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suggested, Smollett had been fiencou?aged by phil
Philosophical and physiological ideas about feelings and desires are evident in many literary
characters fosensibility.
However, reason could regain its lost command. As Locke advocated in his treatise
on stable civil society and government, reasonos
prudenceé?” These themes about maintaining good reason appearehinvmitings
published during the century. One example that gave an especially close examination of that
t heme was TFie@esdnomyofgoddss Adam Budd has noted, Ar ms
writing was often preoccupied with ideas of nervous sensibility,;Ti|ddeconomy of Love
specifically was a Adramatic depiction of sympat
licentious?*Ar mstrong6és poem also describes how Pl easu
how fiCool Reasond can regain dominance.
The love of Pleasure swagach Heart, and we
From that no more than from ourselves can fly:
Bl amel ess when governdéd wel | . But , where it (
Extravagant, and wildly leads to lll,
Public or private, there its curbing Power
Cool Reasormust exert?*
Armstrongdéds advocacngddfwel easuekl dgted the attidt
advice literature: that sexual behaviour was best in moderation and within the confines of
good reason. Therefore, certain kinds of pleasure were more readily condoned than others.
Whereas sexualpleaur e t hat emanated from the body easily
pleasure was only achieved by exerting the higher faculties over the whims of th&fower.
In 1750, the Oxford and Cambridge miscellaflye Studenfublished a biographical piece
on Dr.More, who was known for his refined character and intellectual accomplishments.

The author praiseMlore for having conditioned his mind and body towards intellectual

221 pjleen DouglasUneasy Sensations: Smollett and the B@lyicago: University of

Chicago Press, 1995), 48.

222 John LockeTwo Treatises of Governmént ( London, 1689) .

Zpadam BuddJ o h n  Ar nThe At of Rrgséreing HealttEighteenthCentury

Sensibility in PracticéFarnham: Ashgate, 201184 19, 18.

224 Armstrong,Oeconomy of Lovel4.

% For an analysis of intellectual pursuits and pleasures, see John Bree/@tleasures of

the Imagination: Englis Culture in the Eighteenth Centu@bingdon: Routledge, 2013

[orig. 1997]). According to Brewer, eighteerthe nt ury ABriti sh writers on
€ wanted to distinguish the 6demotions of tasteb
andacqi i ti venesso (1).

t
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endeavouré®® It seems More had attained tiirger intellectual pleasures, such as the

fipdsxeure of rational Conversation with oneds
upon $%Bacduge oba constitutionwellr ai ned, Moreédés fibody nev
astray, nor did the mind need % exert a pai

Thiswellgr oo med c¢ har ac tnteltectualPleasuaésinwid how
pursued, O6till the passions and®&sChegei tes ar
notably advocated, the body required a hgadiid strict regimen to supredangerous
pas$ons and appetitéS’Accor di ng t o Gustsefyayer GrieffiPleasdrebre n
Pain, stimulate and spur theervousFibres, and th€oatsof theanimal Tubesand thereby
give aCelerityand bri sker Mot i on?®'Suhintdnseinarve activityl ude d F
i mpai rlstelectudiFea ciiu 1°’t Thespieasdres of intellectual improvement, however,
needed guarding against upheaval by sexual desires. Many, such as Hartley, warned that lust
indulged consumed all other pleasufé¢dat | ey 6s expl anation was bas
because sexual pleasure was more strong and violent, other pleasures became associated
with the sexuaf® Likewise, the editoc o mme nt at or on the fTlhdth edi
Oeconomyof Love ot e d théfatti cdbouys AIChi ef 6 the poet meant
when pr e &oAmthepaenand diplomat Matthew Prior intimated, intellectual
pursuits leading to reason were particularly susceptible to being derailed from sexual desire:

To jocund Mirth, soft Joyand careless Ease:

Forsake what may instruct, for what may please:

Essay amusing Art, and proud Expence;

8 0f | nt el | eThe Stadént, 6t,Ithe @dord mred Cambridge Monthly

Miscellanyl (Oxford: printed for J. Newbery in London, J. Barrett in Oxford, and J. Merrill

in Cambridge, 1750).

27| ocke,An Essay115.

2225 0f | nt elalsauac®y 1 1]

229 |bid., 16.

2See Foucault6s dimasteryars dieaticslses of Bleasursys,198. s e | f

231 CheyneHealth and Long Life95. In a letter to Cheyne, David Hume confided at length

about his mel anchol y stmdSpite &brisgtoruncdeythisng woul d
Di stemper, 06 which he called Athe Disease of
regular in my Diet & way of Life, o0 which inv
Cl aret Wineodo and r i dlettergfronfiBavibHumeltdGe@geot ch Mi | e
Cheyne, March or April 1734, retrieved frdalectronic Enlightenment

2% Cheyne also affirmed théviolentandsudden Passiorare more dangerous kealth

than theslowandcontinuedd Health and Long Life98.

% Hartley, Theory of the Human Mind.: 88.

2% Armstrong emphasized the power of sexual pleasure over all othefs@b. al | t he Jo
t hat to delight are waodntn, da/’ /ThEaeh sr aptné®r ®wsS
so di vi n eArmstrobglOecsnsnidyaf.Lavel5].

2% |bid., 8.
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And make thy Reason subject to thy SefiSe.
Sexual pleasures were easily discovered and gained. While intellectual pleasures were by
nature moderate ardng lasting, sexual pleasures were fleeting because that which arises
Aifrom gross ani mal caus e $Andaasone bawdyeaemi n | ong at
remi nded, AnPl easur e, when got with Pain, augment
toosooni t ¢’ ldke sthewild passions, sexual desire was violent and periodic,
upsetting reason, disrupting the constitution, and destabilizing both the individual and
society around them. These themes, but with less censure, were also examined closely in
erotic literature.
Sensation and Desire in Erotic Literature of Sensibility

No other novel so fully adopted physiological constructions of pleasUiarasy
Hill. Cl el andds interest in medical and physiologi
in his later literary endeavors. Yet everfFanny Hill, physiology was a key lens through
which Cleland examined the philosophy of sexual pleasure. More thanitexalterial
meant f or r eader Rabny dilbvasuaa éxplogaticintnarrativecoh t i o n
enlightenment ideals on pleasure®®Ttepteci fically,
begins as so many other eighteecgimtury novels do, with a pkess adolescent makiher
maiden journey fronhercountry home to the London metropolis. This beginning is just one
of the many stylistic features alignifg@nny Hillwith a then growing corpus of sensibility
novel s. Il ndeed, t h ewapersok df satunally sensible garts, seichasb out h
Fanny, connects to the world she is faced with, which happens to be an urban world centred
on sex. As she explores sexuality, the narrative more broadly explores the relationship
between mind and body, anftem in terms borrowed from nerve physiology.

These physiological terms, notions, and images allowed Cleland to compose a new
kind of erotica, one which emphatically dramati z
the text, he plainly shared his dasisfaction with erotic vocabulary previously in use:

There is no escaping a repetition of near the same images, the same figures,

the same expressions, with this further inconvenience added to the disgust it

creates that the wordisys, ardours transpots, ecstaciesand the rest of

those pathetic terms so congenial to, so received ipréatice of pleasure

flatten and lose much of their due spirit and energy by the frequency they

®Matthew Prior, fPI| eaRoamsenSeverl®ccssamoodord Book, 6 i n
printed for J. Tonson and J. Barber, 1721), 157.

3" Hartley, Theory of the Human Mind.: 88.

®fDel i ghts of Venus, o 19.

2% Cleland,Fanny HIl, 211. Peter Wagner suggesitat inFanny HillA Cl el and tried t o
formulate in a fictional form a philosophical concept of human sexuality borrowed from

French hedonistic sources and adapted to the viewpoint and emotions of the English

bour geoirsLush& \&e g7 e
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indispensably recur with, in a narrative of which thiacticeprofesedly
composes the whole ba$f§.
By adopting terms from nerve physiology, Cleland could also employ the same
revolutionary technique other writers of sensibility did: reader sympathy. Therefore,
concerning descriptive vocabulary, he invoked his readelis to g tmhagination afd
sensibility the pleasing task of repairing it by their supplements, where my descriptions flag
or fail: the one will readily place the pictures | present before your eyes; the other give life to
the colours where they are dullb,o wor n wi th tod" frequent handl i
Reading sensibility was to engage, experience, and sympathize with the feelings of
characters. Toward this idea, Hartl ey sugges
associated circumstances of any sensatsud) as the language that relates to them, will
recal |l the i de &@%éBadrBenfiblcenste, sfieOhosvacttbier serual. 0
effects of reading was a specific expression
its capacity, in Dr. Johnso6 s phrase, O0to produce effects wi
wi |**Sefitinentaf i cti onds ability tddfewntomul ate the
involuntarily feeb was a literary device usedeighten audience experience. This device
was deployed to nmy ends; for instance, sentimental narratives about prostitutes and fallen
women inspired compassion and philanthropy, which led to several charities such as the
Lock and Magdalen hospitals in the rgiljhteenth centur§’> But, just as pain and
sufferingemked reader responses, so too did pleas
technique to erotica proved particularly succeséfifhe pleasure of sex became paired
with the pleasure of reading.
The mental picture show that Cleland offered had crimson é&uinight flushes,
twinkling eyes, trembling limbs, dying sighs, faints, swoons, convulsions, gasps, and spirits
flowing throughout the body and mind with transporting pleasures. These terms were

dramatic and physiological. Arousal, for instance, occusgedny anatomist may have

240 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 129.

21 |bid.

42 Hartley, Theory of the Human Mind.: 87.

243 BarkerBenfield, Culture of Sensibility330.

2 bid.

245 Markman Ellis,The Politics of Sensibility: Race, Gender and Commerce in the

Sentimental NovgCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 15. For how

compassion relied on sympathy, sentimentality, and sensibility, see Norman S. Fiering,

il rresistible Compas sCeoturySympathyArsipect of Ei ght
Hu mani t a Jourmahof tlseHistyy of Ideas37, no. 2 (1976): 19318.

246 As BarkerBenfield observea bout senti mental | iteratureos
iMoralists wished to capital CutweobSensibiltyi s powe
330.
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describedihi ghly provoked-sgn riitteetd ofl ofolddtihd owarhm e v er

Pl easure became a bodily fluid, as a Asweetly so
jerk all the sl @9Theesnomyfof spirisyasdhe econpmyofi d e . o

pl easure, as instanced in one sexual epi sode whi
both sides that we had not been exhausted, or at

draughts of bl easure on us. o

Thephysi ol ogi cal register of ani mal Sspirits we
phil osophical approach to sexual pleasure. Throu
6principle of pl easpimeninobiea$ puesadibadtt onbé t he
motivation of action inFanny Hill could just as accurately be said to be animal spirits. Just
as the anatomists described, genitalieanny Hillemanated sexual desire and acted as a
selfwilled organ.

The lips of the original one of nature, which had owedrgs breathing to

his dear instrument, clung, as if sensible of gratitude, in eager suction round

it, whilst all its inwards embraced it tenderly with a warmth of gust, a

compressive energy, that gave it, in its way, the heartfelt welcome in nature;

evey fibre there gathering tight round it, and straining ambitiously to come

in for its share of the blissful touéf-
Not only does this excerpt question how bodily pleasure induces behaviours, but it offers the
reader an especially graphic image. The idegeaftals acting autonomously, or selilled,
used the notion of appetites. Duriica pl easure stopd Fannydés finet her
could hold, kept palating, with exqui®site relish
Cleland described this fAdelicate gluttond as act
compression that obZ®gignifitantlg hisdedcriptions megdtiftesls e par t s. ¢
the same animal and mechanical ideas of genitalia that anatomists distussed

Clelandds portrayals presented a positive al-t
and warnings about bodily influences on the mind. For Fanny, arousal dieated p| easi ng

an agitation and worked so strongly on my soul that it sent all its sensiinits to that

247 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 61

28 |pid., 221.

2 |pid., 163.

*Roy Porter, fAMixed Feelings: TheCerunyl i ght enment
Br i t a$exuality iniEighteent@entury Britain ed. Paul Gabriel Boucé;2l7

(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1982), 5.

?*1 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 220.

%2 |pid., 119.

223 bid.

%4 For those physiological ideas about genitalia in the eighteenth century, see chapter two.
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organ of bliss i n m&Dasevitwsrestnatetl withsuch acceunts;e c e p t
pleasure and sensibility appear as naturally revealed experiences. Therefore, Fanny declared,
ibut for me, whose n athefavadrite gehtér bf sesse,midwhoa | | re
was ruled by its powerful instinct in taking pleasure by its right handle, | could scarce have
made a choi ce nfdConmtraty o anatpmisps@nd proralists, @eland
suggested that the rational mind ahd sensible body could be in harmony, rather than
conflict. Fanny finally realizes this ideal near the close of the novel, as an older lover teaches
her Ato be sensible that the pleas®Tres of th
Fanny successfullgecomes a rational pleasurist.
Losing Reason, Gaining Pleasure in Erotic Literature of Sensibility

Like in W llisds accounts, Cleland portre
the loss of reason in both males and females. This loss precedetintiad spirit and
consequent mental deficits caused by ejaculation. In order to experience sexual pleasure,
sense and awareness had to leave the mind and relocate to the groin. Cleland represented this
sacrifice of reason as happening in many differentswBgr instance, if the mind was not in
sympathy with the sexual action, then pleasure was experienced only by the body, without
impression on the mind and was, therefore, muted. But, ideally, rational faculties were
willingly and thoughtfully forfeited tapisodes of animal pleasures, which was the key to
being a Arational pl easurist. o

Fannyds initial experiences of having her
down to her genitalia were unrefined and unintentidratlleast on her part. While
voyeui stically watching a couple making | ove,
myself. Feelings so new were too much for me; my heated and alarmed senses were in a
tumult that robbed me of all liberty and thought; tears of pleasure gushed fropesgred
somewhat assuaged the®™ Theeexpati emgedofall o9
and thoughto proved too unsettling, too dist
spirits vent, at least partially through tears. She quickly becaone f@miliar with these

=t
=

internal events that accompanied arousal
warmest desires: this struggle of the passions, however, this conflict betwixt modesty and
l ovesick |l ongi ngs, *miisewlicincensideratios df theicanflid t ear s .
between sexual passions and the mind was characteristic of the erotic and medical focus of

the text.

2% Cleland,Fanny Hill, 219.
25 |pid., 117.

57 |bid., 211.

28 |bid., 49.

> |bid., 76.
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But, according to Cleland, forfeiting the rational mind to carnal desires was as much
learned as instinctive, espdbjdor the intellectual. In the progression of a sexual episode,
bodily passions must override the mind. Cleland affirmed this process through numerous
expressions, which tellingly emphasize the loss of rational thought as being vital to sexual
experience fihe was now under the dorMffPfmmioowmn, of desires
outrageous, and no longer his own master, but borne headlong away by the fury and over
mettle of that member now ex®fAthogei seebénwi bheas
partshad put everything ifib washsoangoovkeroabl| ef f my \
sense, so subdued by tf&mpteseagtfpewenwaff anhewr
abandoned myself over to all its transports, and gave it the full possessionvbibieybody
and &dulojok all power over my thoughts out of my
every faculty of my &dulhet aetlheioarssidilseogtdeaf ijnc
senses were fPapdurédusl ghbohsagagdtt hmeats fH ontow no bneyy e d
These various expressions of the same précess t he mi ndds sensibility re
the groird represent the erotic climax in the narrative, the height of pleasure, and the initial
stage of ejaculation. Following Cleland, tbss of reason became part and parcel of
depicting sex.

Without sense moving from the mind to the genitals pleasure wésdostate of
insensibility and norsympathy undermined feeling. Fanny experienced this sexual
insensitivity twice: the first wasupt after she lost her lover, Charles, which left her
distraught and distracted. With her spirits freshly scattered, she is courted and seduced by a
gentleman suitor, Mr.8. Fanny recol |l ects that she did not #
recovering from d@rance of lifeless insensibility, | found him buried in me, whilst | lay
passive and innocent of the least sensation of pleasure: a death cold corpse could scarce have
had | ess | i #&he wss of sexualfeeling paralleld a.lo8s of consciess;
she is deprived the necessary emotional and mental conditions for pleasurable sensations in
her sex organs to register. However, this muted sexual experience was eventually overcome
by the sexual and physi ol ogiiwals Attenpiighen ences of Fa
again,Mr.Hd excited Fannyds nerves and spirits so as |

between her body and distracted mind:

250 |pid., 56.
261 |pid., 78.
252 |pid., 84.
253 |pid., 137.
264 |bid., 148.
265 |pid., 218.
20 |pid., 214.
57 |bid., 177.
%8 |bid., 97.
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He soon gave nature such a powerful summons down to her favourite

guarters that she could no longer reftesgairing thither. All my animal

spirits then rushed mechanically to that center of attraction, and presently,

inly warmed and stirred as | was beyond bearing, | lost all restraint, and

yielding to the force of the emotion, gave down, as mere woman, those
effusions of pleasure, which, in the strictness of still faithful love, | could
have wished to have held &.
Although animal pleasure broke in upon her mind and gave Fanny the experience of
pleasure, the sympathy of feeling between the mind and bodgtited. She observes,

What an immense difference did | feel between this impression of a

pleasure merely animal and struck out of the collision of the sexes by a

passive bodily effect, from that sweet fury, that rage of active delight which

crowns the emgiyments of a mutual lovpassion, where two hearts, tenderly
and truly united, club to exalt the joy, and give it a spirit and soul that bids
defiance to that end which mere momentary desires generally terminate
in.27°

When soul and body were in harmony, and when there was sympathy between lovers,

pl easure received its f uWwhoresary, fecegpancet ssi on. I n

insensible sex represents one of the few drawbacks to being a lady of pleasure. Having lots

of sex is not necessarily negative, but having unfeeling sex was.

Yet , Fannydéds second experience with sexue
different cause: she purposely kept possession of her mind. Her initial encounter with the
sexobsesselllr. Norbert was arranged under the pretense that Fanny was a virgin. Fanny
and her Madame, Mrs. Cole, schemed to fake t
Nor bertodos satisfaction and his exorbitant fe
maintained br mental composure while pretending coy maid. As Mr. Norbert gained upon
his supposed virgin prize, Fanny mused that
my mi nd a rfdwithouttthe s sf redson, sexual pleasure was again stilted.

In further examining how the faculty of reason affected pleasure, Cleland advanced
a peculiar question: what if the person has no reason to begin with? Fanny and her fellow
prostitute, Louisa, hatched a schefe to try
since, as the saying we#rte,l IPdparféedadtioh,sanbya ub | e

and Louisads expectat i enatsredieklieed uptothismhames app oi n

269 pid., 10601.
270 pid., 101.
2" bid., 174.
272 |bid., 197.
213 |bid., 199.
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as Nnature had made hi m ame n dbktheisublimb e r best bodi |

i nt el | e étTheacburseai messuré in Gendtured Dick was crucially different
from figures possessing intellect arfd sensibilit
Just as Fanny had been during her insensible stupor fojowi@h ar | es 6 departure, G

natured Dick was entirely passive, even though the signs and symptoms of bodily arousal
were evident. The dfani mal pl easure gl ared distin
roles of fancy, reason, imagination, and intellatpleasure were abséitOn |l y Fanny d s
and Louisabs tactile promptings fdpuft’ the principg
The Asting of pleasuredo made him Agreater than &
meaning or expression, now grewhig t h t he i mp o’fChangesinhisf t he act . o
physiognomy betray the movement of pleasstreed animal spirits within the simpleton. In
this case, the sympathy created between the animal soul and the intellectual soul raises the
activity of the intdlectual.

Goodnatured Dick was, sadly, unable to achieve the ideal situation of a rational
pleasurigh such a station was only available to people of sensibility, in both cerebral and
genital centers. As Cheyne had descrilfiet) e nimagihationare geneildy given to
sensuaPleasure, because the ObjectSensgield thema more delicat&@ouch %8 In his
thinly veiled discussion on sexual pl easur e, Jan
Pleasure depends very much on the imagination, and Pleasyréyrthe warm and
enlivening influence of that power, be refined and exalted to a pitch far beyond what persons
of dul | f ac ul?®Forein, as asefraclaimed bypoch®ndidac, he affirmed
that finone have a keeederasruglei gt anf?®Hewercyh osnple d iaecs
Sexual sensibility required a degree of intelligence. Both the mind and the body needed the
capacity for delicate feeling and to sympathize with each other. Reflectingemidry
sentiments about physiology and gendeg Cland 6s novel affirms the idea
and males could have this delicacy and sympathy or fail to have it, depending on their innate

capacities and experiences.

" |bid., 198.

2" |pid., 197.

?"® |pid., 198.

" bid., 199-200. For a discussion of the mechanical trope in this scene, see Muri,
Enlightenment Cybordl95.

2’8 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 200.

2’9 CheyneHealth and Long Life98.

Boswel |, AOn Pleasure, o 212.

281 |bid. For a discussion of eighteertlntury ideas of mancholy, which included a
predi sposition to pleasure and tBeswefl oence of
Creative Gloom: A Study of Imagery and Melancholy in the Writings of James Boswell
(Basingstoke: MacMillan Press, 1982)14.
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Fannybés crowning episode of pleasure, whi
love, Charles, does not involve a more rationally tempered pleasure. Rather, this finale of
pleasure involvemore bodily symptoms of arousal, more mechanical and animal functions,
and more flurried animal spirits migrating from the brain to the groin. Tianed
pleasurist, as Cleland imagined, did not mean retaining rational faculties during pleasure, but
rationally choosing to experience pleasure or, to use a more Lockean phrase, willfully
succumbing Reasonds command enoyotpleasureidi ct s of
sensible characters could be read through recognizable psychosomatic changes.
Symptoms of Pleasure as Dramatic Gestures
In his poentSensibility Johnson detailed the conventional stock of physiological
and external symptoms thdisclosed internal passions. He noted the features on which the
language of love, pleasure and pain were imprinted: involuntary breaths, flushes of the skin,
looks of the eyes, and trembling limbs.
The kindling Passion thrill in every vein;
What time herbis e n t t hought , thd unbidden sigh,
And paler cheek disclose the secret Care.
Now steals on Him, who gave the tender wound,
The glance of Love: No w, at his mentionoc
Spreads the deep blush; and obéer the trer
At his approacsspringd’i sorder éd Grace
Other authorsaw such signs of the passions as healthy, normal, and constitutional. Those
specific gestures and cues, petfectexeatond bl us h,
their offices, & lnahesame ybar asghtractavasionted ih England,
Fanny Hillwas published, in which characters routinelyfad hee ks f |l ushed wi tfF
scarl et, é eyes turned up in the fervent fit
sighs and an &%So ofterzthie fugctios of thabel dramatid symptoms
simply fAannounced the ap g%Gemulkestheowiiteds hat ecs
erotic or otherwis@ adopted these physiological cues to express feelings of pleasure and
pain. This adoption servedwofold purpose: it provided recognizable imagery for sexual
sequences, and it was the basis for sympathy between lovers with sensibility.
Cleland used these physiological symptoms in a regular fashion to communicate the

dramatic developments of sexepisodes, and in an especially visual figurative language.

282 Johnsonthe argument t&ensibility 6.

83 pouilly, Theory of Agreeable SensatioBs.
284 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 80.

285 |bid.
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Readers interpreted and felt bodily language in literature of sensiBilihe same applied
to readers oFanny Hill, with the additional consequence of arousal. In the novel, each
sequence inaded the important signals of sexual interest, arousal, and pleasure. One suitor
of Fannybés acted fimodest and innocento but betra
eyes, naturally wanton, and now inflamed by passion, spoke a great deal moredhest he
have i magi fédndeed, thesephysicabsigrnis communicated as powerfully as
speech or writing. I n a moment of arousal, anoth
blushing consent all the gratifications of pleasure left in the powey @iaor person to
b e s t*8Whis $ame notion was repeatedrime Dictionary of Lovean oftcolour lexicon
published anonymously in 1753. I'n that racy gl os
foll ows: Alt i s a maxi m venhatghe weisayd notipingact i ce, as
gives consent.... But when there is withal a tender, languishing look, a perplexed air that
accompanies this silence, there is b doubt to &
Misogynist as this tongui@-cheek definitbn is, it highlights the array of tacit gestures that
conveyed meaningful sexual hints and cues for many in Georgian society.

Completing the sexual sequence through such ¢
a loud expiring sigh, in the closure of heesythe stretcbut of her limbs, and a remission
of her whole frame, gave manifest signs that all was as it should be, and happily well over
wi t h ®%nesuch siensible moments of pleasure, all expressive body parts affected
symptoms of feeling. Withirhe narrative, these same symptoms also enabled sympathetic
pleasure between sensible characters. For lovers such physiological and visible cues
communicated their internal and genital conditions, which induced more mutual pleasure.
Fanny relatesonesuchenmu ni cati on: Al sensibly found my gal
nervous and home expressions of it: his eyes flashing eloquent flames, his action infuriated
with the stings of it, all cons?'Cllandg to rai se n
describedii s mutual assurance of pleasuré?as a fAtrai
In moments of exquisite pleasure, such as when Fanny was reunited with Charles, this train
of symptoms was communi cated througlve both indiwvi
exchanged hearts at our eyes, and renewed the ratifications of a love unabated by time or

absence: not a breath, not a motion, not a gesture on either side but what was strongly

2% Juliet McMaster, introduction tBeading the Body in the Eighteer@ientury Novel

(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 1988).

?87 Cleland,FannyHill, 107.

288 |bid.., 143.

The Dicti on(aroyndoofn:Lowedénted for R. Griffiths, 1
2% |pid., 207.

! bid., 161.
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i mpr es s e’¥Lovejfeeling, and pleasure were impressed upon gestyre, for the
reader to imagine, share, and feel just as characters did.
Achieving Sexual Pleasure as a Narrative Structure

Eighteenthcentury fiction often represents marriage as a resolution to the struggles,
especially sexual struggles, of youngiti@¢haracters. This kind of sexual bildungsroman
was particularly conventional in erotic literature. For Fanny Hill, attainingkseitviedge
about sexual pleasure equates to the realization of her station in the world as an adult. In that
genre, the ploinvolved a maturing through developing venereal inclinations and gaining
carnal experience. Typically, the protagonist comes of age through struggling with sexual
frustrations, doubt, misdirection, and disillusionment, yet eventually gains awareness and
appreciation of pleasure and the sexual world. This erotic trope was not new, but its use in
novels, particularly to explore physiology and the mind, was. Unlike a typical
bildungsroman, this sexual version was applied to female characters as much dsotale,
more. Nonerotic texts also use this narrative theme in more polite forms. Characters
struggle against sexual dangers, misgivings, and confusions to achieve stability and
happiness through nuptial unions. As Dabhoiwala has argued, these narratives a
profoundly genderetf* They often include types such as susceptible women withstanding
sexual dangers and libertine men reformed by the love of a good woman. Strikingly, both
polite and bawdy stories frequently pursued similar plots, although the exdtitund
language differed.

In erotic texts, the sexual bildungsroman often focused on the loss of virginity. For
instance, Song XXVI fronCure for the Spleeis a particularly colourful version of the
youngmaid-undone narrative. In this song, the wanton maid confesses her indiscretion to
her mother, who, after railing, AYou slut, vy
inquires, fABuittwhs, me Andl wh%®bie otheestobes e r c a me
of the type, the maid offers a titillating account:

Helaidmedowd|! dr eamdédd no har m,

For sidelong we were laying;

But soon he turndd me on my back,

And fiercely got upon me;

And wh e n sughpaildelt,i n,

| swore he had undone 8.

2% |pid., 215.

2% DabhoiwalaOrigins of Sex16979.

2% fSong XXVI, 6 Thie Bure for the Spleén (Newcastle, 1769)32.
2% |bid., 33.
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The loss of innocence is paired with a shock of physicaBpairite of passage through
sensation. Yet, as the maidenhead is lost, the pleasure of womanhood is gained. The swain
attempts a second bout, and thaiadnwvas

Unable to resist.

My willing legs extended,

And, then it was, | do believe,

He causdéd my bellyds plumping:

For after that he did lye still,

Thodé | was still for humping.
The first sexual experience includes pain, pleasure, the discovery ofanimeal desire,
and the loss of volition and reason.

1

C

€

However, these new experiences were not nece:
fellow prostitutes shared their sttoarcei es of | ost
twelve years old beforethatar t of me whi ch she wanted so much
made me feel its impatience t*PAnibatdesraken notice
emanating from her pudenda preceded any sexual
Octavi adbsypoemhThe bawdghts of Venus. o6 When Octavi
sexual maturity, or had AGrown ripe, 0 her devel

paired with an fit c h*These lemesentgtions of budding desirepl easur e.

show the expéence as a natural, physiological surfacing of venereal feeling.
In erotic literature, males lost their virginity with much the same expressions,
sensations, and meanings as females. Fanny seduced the young, innocent footman of her

gentleman lover for heown pleasure and motives. In that affair, Fanny took the lead and

attempted to coax the boy out of his innocence:

fair a way, and was indeed no longer able to contain myself or wait the slower progress of
hismad e n b a s FY¥Tadnsue the virgin boy was ready to venture into sexual

pl easur e, Fanny observed the signs of his
glow in his cheeks. Then certain slight squeezes by the hand, as | took lettersrfratia h

hi s busi ne 3°0Onae hisrspilitsate suffigiently roused, he losesa®itrol, his

animal desires take over, and his senses are wholly overcome with new sexual feelings. He

body,

is transformed by the expefthétemnced pleasune(in Afiwaki ng,

which every sense seemed lost for a while, whilst, with his eyes shut and short quick

297 |bid.

298 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 144.

*ADelights of Venus, o 14.
390 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 109.

391 bid., 107.
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breathings, he had yi &¥PThemrative structute forsmalesai den t
and females is nearl dgendenbithke, bapdsappbygin
feminizes the event.

Both sexes show their innocence primarily through gesture and attitude. This
reliance on gestures enabled faking virgidity s char acters | i ke Fanny
Moll Flanders do several times. In consideritegmela Corrinne Harol has argued that
Richar dson e mgdilweoifzesdi ftnhe fi c methodso to det
virginity.** Whether that is the case or not, the awareness and use of medical techniques and
descriptions to show and observe female virginity occurred frequently heeniiry
sentimental novels, such Bamela Virginity was commonly thought to be so
physiognomically readable that Lignac found
have acquired, by experience, lights sufficiently great, for undertaking to decide on the
defloration or the virginity of a young woman, in solely considering her exterior
a pp e a rdigmaesupplied several reports of these outward signs of virginity used and
a table listing them (fig. 3.1). Many of these signs correspond to the way sexeiitese,
knowledge, and intention was communicated within the context of sensibility. False
modesty and pretense to chastity often relied upon displaying such signs. Armstrong, for
instance, warned innocent females about gallants making gestures ofddessty/i Tr u s t
not his Vows, / Hi-di Isabmbr?’%SMaleSéa‘fgcted;a,lsOand wel |
sexual innocence through gesture. Literary portrayals of rakes regularly had them pretending
innocence as a tactic for seducing femai&Zhe literature obensibility was particularly
concerned with teaching its young female readers to safeguard against such treacherous
ploys.

Partly reflecting social and legal codes, the culture of sensibility involved a great
deal of posturing about sexual experienceictvifictional literature often taught readers
about. Besides the greater impetus for females to enact virginity, the major difference in this
loss of innocence and entrance to sexual pleasure was that females underwent a dramatic
episode of pain. This masd pain involved its own set of gestures, such as cries, tears, and

fainting, and was central to erotic narratives of females losing their chastity. Pain was the

rite of passage for female sexual awareness:
of painé | began to enter into the *Thee wunal |l
%2 |pid., 111.

¥Corrinne Harol, fAFaking |t: EftesshdCenturyi r gi ni t

Fiction 16, no. 2 (2004): 198.

34| ignac, Physical View209.

305 Armstrong,0economy of Lovel6.

3% See BarkeBenfield, Culture of Sensibility331-2.
397 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 80.
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pain of defloration had vastly different meanings than other kinds of female venereal and
reproductive pains, such as those associated with diseases or witltabever, these
pains all involved a disruption of the spirits and changes in the constitutions and minds of
those who suffered them. Whether maiden pain or pleasure, these profound sensations were
the gateway to sexual awareness in erotic literaturensilstity.
Pain in Erotic Literature

Many authors, both literary and medical, specially examined the role of pain in
sexual experience. Cleland figured a sliding scale between pain and pleasure, similar to
Willisbs and Lockeds edhow whideddsingdher maidertbéad, bre n d
prostitute had felt #Athe *pFanmaHillalsoexploréds i n g,
another idea suggested by Willis and Locke: that relief from pain created pleasure. The itch
of desire was a nervous irrii@ or slight pain that drove sufferers to seek pleasurable relief.
The tumult of animal spirits common to sexual pleasure, pain, and arousal explained painful
sexual fetishes, like whipping. Pain, therefore, was an important feature in the physiological
landscape explored by eighteentintury erotica.

Venereal sensation, whether pain or pleasure, involved an excited migration of
animal spirits to the genitalia. Therefore, distinguishing between those two sensations was
often abstrusi they were too physlogically alike. The poet and playwright William

Wycherley penned a short poem around the turn of the century,@aledovi ng Love

descri
as

t he

mor e

Pl easur e, as more Pain, o which played with

Loveds so pleasant a Pai n,
Such a tickling dear Smart;

That it makes me complain,

When it eases my Heatrt:

To be more my Joy, woudd it were more
To make it, as more my Pain, more my Relief:

For, its Troubles, or Cares,

But its Pleasures increase;

So that but for ouFears,

Our Joys in it were less;

Then more may my Troubles, Pains, Fears be, that so,

As they grow more, more may my Pleasures be too;

Since Lovebds Pains, and Fears still,

But augment more our Joy;

308 hid., 137.
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Whi ch, when gainéd with Ease, wil]l,
More our Pleasures ggoy;
OQur Joybds |l ess then, as it with more Ease
Possest with less Pleasure, as had with less*Bain.
Wycherl eyds consideration of the dynamics of
conjures the physical, sensory meanings of those feelivigse t her bodi ly or cer
pleasures and pains were constantly in relation, sometimes felt simultaneously, and
sometimes mutually exclusive.
Li kewi se, when encountering a very sizeat
pleasure and pain dsetre is no giving a definition of. | dreaded, alike, his splitting me
farther up or his withdrawing: 1%Cl@and,d not b
like other mideighteentkcentury authors, was fascinated with this conflation and confusion
of sexual feelings, especially in relation t
pl easure anHeparnch Mehhocenuyd@ractusdeWsunt eent h
Flagrorum in re Medica et Veneriavhich contained insertions by Thomas Barthokias
published in English translation by Edmund Curll in 1718 preface of this nearly two
hundredp age di gest a rsgmuktddthe Pats of Genavagiom tom g A
Compliance with the Purpose of Naturé' However, not all interest garnered by this text
on flogging was purely medical.
Cleland would later explore flagellation too. While reasoning why some people
enjoy flogging, Fanny decides that the purpo
sluggish juices, and determining a conflux of the spirits of pleasure towards those flagging,
shrivelly parts that rise to life only by virtue of those titillating ardours created the discipline
of their opposites, with which they have so surprising a coégrithis explanation
highlights how pain and pleasure were understood to mechanically bring the mind into
consent with body, and vice versa. The spirits were put into motion by the flagellation,
sending pain to the mind, but also stimulating the nervesaisning the mind and genitalia
for sexual excitement. Flogging was one of i
pleasure with an unaccountable control: tastes, too, as infinitely diversified, as superior to
and independent of all reasoniriy’ With a slightly less tolerant attitude, Armstrong

represented flogging as a compensation for a physical deficiency:

¥Wi lliam Wycherl ey, fAProving MiselaayPosmse Pl eas
(London, 1704), 113.

%10 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 110.

311 Johann Heinrich Meibomiu3reatise on the Use of Flogging in Venereal Affairans.

anon. (London, 1718), preface.

312 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 1801.

3 bid., 181.
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Thence what desparate Toil,
By Flagellation and the Rage of Blows,
To rouse th&/enudoitering in his Veinsi**
Although generally discaaged as abnormal and inappropriate behaviour, flogging was
understood and excused as serving a therapeutic function, based on its apparent stirring of
spirits**Fannyo6s reflection on her foray into floggin
physiological effect:
Such a prickly heat, such fiery tinglings, as made me sigh, squeeze my
thighs together, shift and wriggle about my seat with a furious restlessness;
whilst these itching ardours, thus excited in those parts on which the storm
of discipline had principdf fallen, detached legions of burning, subtile,
stimulating spirits to their opposite spot and center of assemblage, where
their titillation rages so furiously that | was even stingingd with thent°
The liberally minded supported their views on seXgdlaviours through physiological
arguments, as did the conservatively minded their own opinions. Sexual pain was seen as
neither uncommon nor wholly undesirable, because it was inextricably connected with
sexual pleasure through their shared effect oméhnees.
Pleasure and Pain in Political Philosophy
Like Willis, Locke, and Charleton, Cleland understood pain and pleasure as
powerful motivators within people. There was no shortage of eighteentlry medical
writers who thought t he s albertyorFreewillinscussing fit he
rational andintelligentBe i "gG@h @y ne ar gued tObjectsmafitei nce out war d
considered a&oodsor Evils, the most natural Division of tHeassions(whetherSpiritual
or Animal)) as they regard the€gbjects is into thePleasurableand thePainful; which
exhausts t he¥®Pleasure@nd @ainEwtivated gooddanddethie
fundamental i mpetus for thought and action. Arou
version ofAn Essay on Health and Long L{fe724)was published, Benjamin Franklin
publishedA Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure and Bai@5). Within this
early pamphl et of F rFeedan flom Oregsinessthegnd efalli ed: fAsi nc e
our Actions, how is it possi*8Araakifwaonenofs to do any

many political philosophers who considered the causal link between human sensation and

34 Armstrong,0economy of Loye3.

3155ee chapter four for further discussion on how exercises, such as riding, affected the
spirits and sexual health.

318 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 187-88.

317 CheyneHealth and Long Life91-2.

318 bid., 94.

319 Franklin, Dissertation on Liberty17.
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motivation as crucial to understanding individuals and society. This emphasis on sensation
as motivation was | ater reitefaPbdaburédéohOlFW
whenhewrotefi Pl easure is the spring of our actions
affect us. In the enjoyment or pursuit of happiness, we waste our faculties, and exhaust our
p as s rTmese.pdlitical and moral philosophlconjectures remained grounded in
physiological ideas consistent with animal spirits and sensibility. However, as political
writers in the later decades of the century continued to discuss pleasure and pain, they
slowly deemphasized the physiologicalibalm particularJeanPaul Marat, William
Godwin, and Jeremy Bentham each gave concerted analyses of pleasure and pain, and each
partly maintained nerve theories and partly discarded them. Yet, with the lingering influence
of earlier medical ideas abosgnsations and the mind, notions about the power of sexual
feelings and desires were also carried forward into utilitarian and revekrtgpolitical
philosophy.

Embodying the crossovers between eighteertitury philosophy, medicine, and
politics, Mamt t heori zed about how pleasure and pai
and the body politic. The Prussthorn Marat was first medically trained in Bordeaux and
Paris, practiced in London, relocated to Newcastle upon Tyne, received a medical degree
from St. Andrews University, and returned to France in 1776 to eventually participate in the
Revolution, during which he was famously assassinated by Charlotte C8rtisy.
publications while in England were both medical and political, and included aerelved
treatise on gonorrho€& Marat viewed pleasure and pain as quintessentially egalitarian
gualities, which were shared by all, irrespective of class. Theseiideaned deeply his
republican stance. According to him, AEvery
respect, all are similar: but these faculties are more or less susceptible of improvement, and

some have their peculiar propensities; butemshe , a |l | *JFThinadaysismeovey . 0

320MackenzieAiLove of Pleasure, o 14.

%21 For the biography and medical history of Marat, see Clifford D. Codean Paul

Marat: Tribune of the French Revolutighondon: Pluto Press, 2012).

322 Thjs treatise is discussed more in chapter four.

323 JeanPaul MaratA Philosophical Essay on Mghondon, 1773), 2: 100. cf. William

Godwin,An Enquiry Concerning Political Justi¢eondon, 1793), 2: 6. Godwin argued the

foll owing notion about how sensation affecte
we have o other inlet of knowledge. What are the sensations that the lord experiences in his
mother's womb, by which his mind is made different from that of the peasant? Is there any
variation in the finer reticulated substance of the brain, by which the lodajdet to

receive clearer and stronger i mpressions tha
that each man was born equal in regards to sensibility was also represented in his character
Caleb Williams. cf. Jeremy Benthaimn Introduction to the Priciples of Morals and

Legislation in The Works of Jeremy Benthg§New York: Russell & Russell, 1962 [orig.

1781)), 1: 21. Bentham also emphasized the role of sensations in forming the mind but
stressed the relative di f femindesachand suehiwauseyg peop
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away from the nature of mental faculties within an individual towards the nature of faculties

within a population. Pain and pleasure became mechanisms for social and political change:

fiSensi bl e b eaffacpdby pleasure and pajn. Theesoul therefore receives only

two kinds of sensati on’®Hislatehalvopatyefaislénng and t he pa
revolution reflected his notion of how to change
t hat ufipasiemfsati ons affect us inconpBEenably more st
with his political aims, his understanding and discussion of pleasure and pain was firmly

situated in late seventeentind earlier eighteenttentury nerve and sensation discoiss.

Yet, he vehemently criticized nethewve physi ol of¢
nervous fluidandthe fibres of the brain me r e i i**fHvee nstuigogress.téed t hat fdbr ai
functions so sublimeod cannotNohethelessha uced to si mpl
struggled with the idea of body/mind dualism and contended, like so many before him, that
ifithere i s a constant relation between the sensi6b
determinate i HEareinahbla¢!| yel atei ayooradtefthed t hat fAwe
mechani sm of the sensationsd and proceeded to di
mechanics, and fluid€’ Even though he insisted that intellectual pleasures far exceeded
physica®®he qualified that tpersedifi sensnatemjoymentssarewhi ch ar e
collected, or rather concentrated in our imaginary pleasures, and acquire force from this
concentration, as the rays 0J}Asbugggstedbycol | ect ed i n
Mar at 6s Newt oni an ilvemaegtefbody andmind o sansual gedsuresn v o
gave added influence. By his account, sensual pleasure and pain had a significant role in
social and political discussions. Some English sympathizers with the Revolution held similar
views, one such being Godwi

When the French Revolution was in falving, Godwin publishedn Enquiry
Concerning Political Justic€1793), not only as a response to developments on the

of pain or pleasure will produce more pain or pleasure than such or such other causes of pain

or pleasure: and this proportion wil!/ in differe
argument that people have different capegitet o f eel , whi ch did not oppos
Godwindés views, but rather specified the devel org

innate or inherited capacities.

324 Marat, Philosophical Essay on Maf: 165.

325 Marat, Philosophical Essay on Mag: 103.

2% |pid., 2: 97.

%7 |pid., 2: 978.

%28 |bid., 2: 100.

%9 |pid., 2: 104.

330bid., 2: 102. For Marat, impressiongsenses were more powerful than the imagination.
However, he thought that #Awhen we compare the re
nature the brilliant paintings of love in th&donisof Marini, with the merely physical
pleasures of that passion, we are much more strongly affected by the former than by the
| atter. o

*!1bid., 2: 103.
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continent, but as an initial pattern for utilitarian philosoptiy.ike Marat, Godwin
post ul ameendd st haactt ifions ar e t he ¥ CardeaReaveses of t h
supposst h a t Godwirg whatifnattered for progress was mind control. The triumph of
reason would render *3However thiadumntatod doessiotr e dundan
entirely account for Godwinds acknowl edgemen
mi n e assertedf Heal t h i s undoubtedly in most caseé
exertions of mind. But health itself is a mere negation, biserece of disease. A man must
have experienced or imagined the inconveniences of sickness, before he can derive positive
pl easure from t h¥& Gedwipthoughtethattbodiyfexpérienael whdily. o
depended on t he mi nd o6sedthatdeslimgs,rsiich ds pleasureldrel al s o
pain, required bodily experience of those sensations in order to establish a relative scale of
such feeling$®’ Other utilitarians, as Reeves has suggested, were more deeply invested in
ideas of physical sensationsdareason, such as those proposed by Ldtke.

The di minished i mportance of bodily feeli
opposed by the power Reverend Thomas Robert Malthus gave the body in determining
popul ati on, pol iti cs, rgumettinenis first pubdigatiodMal t hus 6's
Essay on the Principle of Populati¢h798), suggests the importance of bodily sexual
inclinations. Al think I may fairly make two
necessary to the existence of man. Secotiay,the passion between the sexes is necessary,

and will remain n é&%Heliewedisex adirtaonap anac eomirblleds t at e .

32See Robert Lamb, @Was Wiolrhaioftme HGorgdofideas a Ut i |
70, no. 1 (Jan. 2009): 1441.
333 Godwin, Enquiry Concerning Political Justic@: 6. For the many changes made in this

section of Godwind6s treatise in subsequent t
Godwin,Enquiry Comerning Political Justice and its Influence on Morals and Happiness

ed. F . E . L. Priestl ey, vol . 3: ACritical I n
Toronto Press, 1946).

¥carole Reeves, Al ntr odu ACiultwatHistofofthé ght en men't
Human Body: In the Enlightenmesetd. Carole Reeves (Oxford: Berg, 2010), 4: 11.

3%For the influence of Hartleyods writing on C

see YallopAge and Identity98.

3% Godwin, Enquiry Concerning Political Juise, 2: 44.

337 ¢f. Edmund BurkeA Philosophical Enquiry into the Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime

and BeautifulLondon, 1757), & Accor di ng to Bur ke, AWhen | an
into a state of actual pleasure, it does not appear necesddrgttbald pass through the

medi um of any sort of pain.o

3Reeves, Al ntroduct tha pajnand pldasure Bra mokoaly, boe | i ev e d
necessarily dependent for their existence on their mutual diminution or removal, but that, in

reality, the dimimtion or ceasing of pleasure does not operate like positive pain; and that the
removal or diminution of pain, in its effect
Her e he f o oAnBseatasascfBurkedkilésephical Enquiry6.

339 Thomas Robert MalthuZhe Works of Thomas Robert Malthusl. 1: An Essay on the

Principle of Populationeds. E. A. Wrigley and David Souden (London: William Pickering,

1986 [orig. 1798])), 8.
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by appetites and desires rather than reason. Sexual passion was innate and constant; yet, it
could Arbmi wwpoft h®eodiaet y F*BNh emcenaesn tGoordyw i pnldesa st Lthreeo.r 6
perfectability afforded the mind an increasing stake in controlling and enjoying pleasure,
Malthus further depicted pleasure as an inherent bodily force that was disruptive and
uncontrola b | e . He insisted that there was no foundat:i
passion between the sex®*BRamhgrjnMaimeudesexes snegd
power of this passion to contri b¥fiPmpso the sum o
there is scarcely a man, 0 mused Malthus, Awho ha
virtuous love, however great his intellectual pleasures may have been, that does not look
back to the period, as the sunny spot in his whole life, where hignatig loves to bask,
which he recollects and contemplates with the fondest regrets, and which he would most
wi sh t o | i ¥Hisanclesion abguesexnal pleasure was in line with the ideas
of late seventeentland eighteenticentury medicalwtier s. fA A sensual pl easur e,
attended with the probability of unhappy consequences, does not offend against the laws of
morality: and if it be pursued with such a degree of temperance, as to leave the most ample
room for intellectual attainments, it mustdoubtedly add to the sum of pleasurable
sensat i ocithoigh not expficély fiked to physiological ideas of nerves
connecting the groin and brain, Malthus presumed a direct relationship between sexual
sensations and intellectual abilities. Hoxgr, the physiological vocabulary of animal spirits
and nerves were discarded while the philosophical concern about sexual feeling impinging
upon the mind, particularly reason, remained curf&halthus even summarized and
affirmed Lockewsphtbaesuyeabondtpain are fAthe great
| i f*@lany other late eighteenthe nt ury pol i tical phil osophers al :
philosophy on sensations and gave special consideration to sexual feelings.

Utilitarianism openly affirmedhe universality of pain and pleasure as the medium
for all experience, both from external stimuli and within the mind, as was best set out by

Locke:

Ni chol son, HRAEI ev e n babhoi@alavesaristd menf od #héd. Amost

orthodox and government observerso the writings
incontrovertible proof that without Omoral restr
marriage) demographic catastrophe and national declinelwd i nevi t abl e ensue. 0
DabhoiwalaOrigins of Sex353.

%1 Malthus,Principle of Population12.

%2 |pid., 76.

%3 |bid.

¥ pid., 77.

| pid., 78. Malthus also suggested, fAlt is probsa
always tend to prevent the abuseeafsual pleasures, though it by no means follows that it

wi || extinguish them. o

¥ bid., 125.

206



There is scarce any affection of our Senses from without, any retired

thought of our Mind within, which iaot able to produce in ydeasure

or pain. By PleasureandPain, | would be understood to signifie,

whatsoever delights or molests us; whether it arises from the thoughts of

our Minds, or any thing operating on our Bodi¥s.
This reduction of all expenee, whether physical or mental, to sensations arose again later
in Benthamds writing. B\e Inttoductiom tokthe Granciplehiaf s 17 8 1
Morals and Legislatiofby setting out this overarching binary, which is worth quoting at
length:

Nature has placed mankind under the governance of two sovereign masters,

painandpleasure It is for them alone to point out what we ought to do, as

well as to determine what we shall do. On the one hand the standard of right

and wrong, on the other the chain of causes and effects, are fastened to their

throne. They govern us in all we do,alhwe say, in all we think: every

effort we can make to throw off our subjection, will serve but to

demonstrate and confirm it. In words a man may pretend to abjure their

empire: but in reality he will remain subject to it all the while. phaciple

of utility recognizes this subjection, and assumes it for the foundation of

that system, the object of which is to rear the fabric of felicity by the hands

of reason and of lai/®
Pain and pleasure as motivations fer human b
principle of utility,. 6 The similarity in imagery, ter ms,
century imaginings of animal/rational dualism is uncanny. Like Locke, Bentham equated
pleasure and pain to right and wrofigLike Willis, he employed imperial imaggto
emphasize how senses embattled Reason. Further reminiscent of Locke, Bentham discussed
both simple and complex sensations, distinguishing how some pleasures were less good
because they were shdisted, and categorizing feelings in other way4.ike Charleton,

Bentham demonstrated an interest in Epicurean philosophy, as instanced by a short defence

%7 ocke,An Essay52.

348 Benthamntroduction 1.

349 ¢f. Pouilly, Theory of Agreeable Sensatipa3.According toPouilly, i The human soul
is susceptible of love and hatred, and it is by these passions that we are strongly attached to

what seems to be our good, while, at the same time, we reject or fly from what appears to be

the contrary; these are the two springs whicheplt| our faculties in mot
see Jonathan Riley, fAOn Quidlitass noi2¢1993)and Qual
291-300. Hartley also categorized pleasures and pains, similar to Bentham. Hartlesy

of the Human Mind2: 292.
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of it in his treatis€>' Yet, Bentham refrained from discussing these theories in outright
physiological terms.
Whereas other utilitarians carefully sideggped explicit sexual topics in their pain
and pleasure discussions, Bentham took cues from Willis and Locke and broached the topic.
Yet while he directly addressed pain and pleasure in physical and sexual senses, Bentham
showed a distinct unease at retyion the physiological terms that had dominated the past
centuryod6s discussions on that topic. |In categori
the fApleasure of the sexual senseo followed by t
pleasureabléeseling or flow of spirits (as it is called), which accompanies a state of full
heal t h a%fthe kesitgtionir making this single physiological comment in the
treatise reflects the faltering credibility of animal spirits at that time. With itsiglogscal
core dissolved, discussions of pain and pleasure were given new meanings and became less
immediately interested in the mind/body relationship. Like Marat, Bentham projected
examples of individual experience and sensation onto larger social ttanlieis irfivain to
talk of the interest of the community, without understanding what is the interest of the
individual. A thing is said to promote the interest, or tddvehe interest, of an individual,
when it tends to add to the sum total of hisgglures: or, what comes to the same thing, to
di mi ni sh t he s et evénavith this xtrdpolasion fromiindiwduad to
community, the kind of pleasure and pain that had most influence was physical.
Bent ham cont end edistinghishdble sobrees fom Wwhach geadure u
and pain are in use to flow: considered separately they may be ternpgysieal the
political, themoraland theeligious *¥He f urt her di stinguished that,
physical is altogether, we may observe, the grenrmr R This attentiorto the physical
briefly brought physiological theories about sexual pain and pleasure back into play.
Bent ham usedofitthiee pd @exasalr esensed to examine how
altered perceptions of the same physical déiigy comparing a man ravishing a virgin
with a man exercising Athe rights of marriage, 0
motive of sexual dess, yet the terms attached to those desires were different. The former
man had lust, or any number of negative names for that physical desire, whereas the latter
man could only be described as having desire, a neutral term used due to the absence of

positive terms available for sexual proclivities. As David Turner has suggéstedy h g u a g e

%1 Bentham/ntroduction 12.For the connection between Bentham and Epicureanism, see

Geoffrey Scarre, AEpi cur utlitase, na. 2E@084)e269%0 nner of Ut
31.

32 Bentham/ntroduction 17-8.

%3 pid., 2.

**1pid., 14.

%5 |pid., 15.

*° |pid., 50.
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has always been a site of contest in the construction of the social and moral meanings of
sexual t r*% Bvwemgtheactosicusiydibidinous Boswell feigned blushiesut
mentioning sexual pleasuri@Pleasure which commonly suggests at first the idea of sensual

gratification, so that to pronounce the word Pleasure by itself would alarm the delicate

sensibility of**Benvehgmis desi {anhdnibmlfadiogf t hi s s
which he | abel |l ed # tphloascee rnhaigditlieitdtigmeshatoift ¢ o mmo
I'n his view, sexual pl easure had the unique

pleasure worth regarding, which any one can reap frompetson of another, and which at
the same time is capable o affecting the re
Bent hambés di scussion of sexual pl easure r
and into the physiological. Yet, notably, one of the few oithe&tances he referred to
physiological notions related to the difference in sensibility between males and f&hales.
Hi s comment recalled earlier physiological a
sexuality, such as that made by the anatomist, NicolasrtCh es Jent y: ABut whe
in a Love Passion, | think it is [nd%fin her Power to be very sensible what she does.
Besides, in that State the Orifice %f the Wo
While physiological terms had dropped fromsalissions of pain and pleasure, many of the
theoretical connections, as instanced by sensibility, remained intact.
Conclusion
The nature of pleasure and pain were integral to seveniegntfeighteenteentury
ideas about animal spirits and nerves coting the organs of generation and the mind.
Notions of sexual desire, passion, and behaviour relied on those sensations. From the late
seventeenth century and through the eighteenth, many intellectuals were interested in how
sexual sensations affected ramthought, and especially the ability to reason. Medical
advice emphasized the significant impact sexual feelings, particularly when heeded in
excess, had on individual sdé mental and physi
During the Romantic era new literary genres, termd taeories developed to

explore and explain sexual experience. Erotic literature continued to engage medical

%7 Turner, Fashioning Adultery23.

¥¥Boswell, AOnfAiPvemasuopbw, OwBéh.| treat profess
hold it as my duty to say nothing of the highest sensual pleasure permitted to us, which
VernetinhisTa bl eau de | delsroshas beercconsifleted lay la Christian saint,

as a foretaste of the happiness of heaveno (
359 Benthamntroduction 55.

%9 pid., 185.

%1 |pid., 52:3.

%2 A reader of the manuscript has inserted this notation to correct for the intended meaning.

33 Charles Nitiolas JentyA Course of AnatomieBhysiological Lectures on the Human
Structure and Aboridonaplinte®fercdamesRwiyngton and James

Fletcher, 1757), 325.
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discourse, as evidenced by the adoption of electric theories about venereal pleasure and pain,
but Fanny Hill remained unparalleled in its attemtito the physiology and philosophy of
sex>® Toward the end of the eighteenth century, literary authors focused more on
intellectual pleasures, such as aesthetics, lessening the power of sensible bodies. Sexuality
still lurked behind the words and phrasesdito discuss pleasure and pain, but in different,
perhaps less overt, ways.

Yet, the physiology of nerves initially influenced the literary focus on intellectual
pleasures too. For instance, Hartley described the physiological pleasure of aesthetic
exeriences, |i ke the subl i me: Ailf there be a pre
one part of the scene, the nascent ideas of fear and horror magnify and enliven all the other
ideas, and by degrees pass into pleasures, by suggesting the $ecudtyn *pBhisn . 0
aesthetic feeling for | andscapes also applied to
word beautyis applied to the person, particularly in the female sex, in an eminent manner;
and the desires and pleasures arising from beautyisiseénse, may be considered as an
intermediate step between the gross sensual ones, and those of pure esteem and
b e n e v 0’f°Ekewise,.thé aesthetic pleasures of the Romantics were ever only a few
steps removed from sexual pleasures. But without thatain to nerves and physiology, the
sexual experiences described tended to be less material and immediate.

Changes in gender politics corresponded to new medical ideas about sexual pleasure
in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Theyenuer of different roles and
identities for Georgian men and women, as Amanda Vickaggestswere bound to kinds
of gendered representations in print cultiiféut, that gendering in domestic life and print
culture also corresponded to drastic changes in how sexual pleasure was conceived. Ideas
about nerves were more gendered in the late eighteenth c&Amsyyas sexual pleasure.
Medics and natural philosoplsestopped debating about which sex had greater pleasure, and
female orgasms became understated, even erased, in such disc¢fisaiogmss McLaren
observg, fias a consequence of the el aboration of mo

inthe later 17006 he ri ghts of women to sexualpleasure we

%4 Cleland,Fanny Hill, 131-2.
35 Hartley, Theory of the Human Min@: 253.
%%|bid., 260.cf.Ar i st ot | e §&3.Atcarding to the\g a  yadvice, lefdres

copul ating to procreate Al et their Ani mal and Vi
briskly and Restoratives: And IllevelyBeauies t o i nvi go
of each other, and bear the bright l deas of t hen
%7Amanda VickeryThe Gent |l emanédés Daughter: Womenédés Lives

(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998), 3.

%8 BarkerBenfield, Culture of Sensibilityxvii-xviii.

*9pid., 42.

370 Angus McLarenReproductive Rituals: The Perception of Fertility in England from the
Sixteenth to the Nineteenth Cent(idew York: Methuen, 1984), 146. For a discussion of
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Sexual pleasure no longer occupied as prominent a role in physiological understandings of
reproduction or in sensibility.

Anxieties about the destabilizing effects of indulging pleasantinued. More
gendered tropes about the barbarity of irrational and lustful men and the weakness of
delicate, passionless women perpetuated. However, Epicureanism and libertinism were
predominantly eighteertbentury modes, and moraiedical writings lbcame less explicit
about sexual experiences. Even utilitarianis
although remarkable, was never central. The discredit of animal spirits correlated with a shift
in theories about the mind/body relationship fronmearphasis on the influence of bodily
sensations to that of the intellectual mind. That shiftie vi dent i n Godwi n0s &
human minds could gain total control of the body, and heighten intellectual pleasures to the
full exclusion of sensual. Godwins t heory ran counter to the .1
sensibility gave to bodily, especially sexual, sensations as determinants of thought, feeling,
and action. Sexual pain continued as a pathological issue and pleasure remained in medical
advice and erat texts but, generally, sexual pleasure faded as a medical topic until late
nineteentkcentury sexologists and psychologists like Havelock Ellis and Sigmund Freud.
The idea that sensations from the genitals induce mental changes would never again be so
widely discussed and recognized as normal. The reverse influgineenind affecting the
state of the organs of generatiowas also a significant concern in eighteecghtury

medical discussions, as the following chapter explores in its analysis of sethwdbgies.

passive women and reproduction in late eighteeatttury thoughtsee Nicholson,
AEl eventh Commandment, o 410.
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Figures: Chapter Three

TABLE OF THE SIGNS
WHICH INDICATE

PUCELAGE AND DEFLORATION.

Names oi the Pans :
rcations of Puce- . catio -
Iricaizons of Puce from - heuce thefe in. Indizations of Deflc

ase. dizar10us dre drawr. ratiot:

Fine and erect . .The eyss , o . . Sadand downcaft.
F.oz and white o Zh2 whitss of ditto Tarnished,
White and fmooth The facz . . . . I'reckied.
Ieshy . . . .Tirnge. . . . Lean and thin,
C car and pleafant Tuez voicz . . o Very harsh,
Geod . . ., The g/ paize . . Bad.
S':2leratd thin Th: sk o . o Thicker,
Miillinz. . o The brea . . . Larger,
Whiiz o . o« JTheniptles . . . Dark red.
Coer. v o o Theurine . o . Thick,
Narrew o . . Her fiream o, Larze,
Smocth o « o . The haircf the pesil Shifted.

Fig.3.1A t abl e f A ®&hysical VignnoaMan and Woman in a State of Marriage

(1798), which lists outmoded ways of reading sexual experience in the appearance of young
females.
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Chapter Four: Disorderly Spiritsd Sexual, Reproductive, and Mental Maladies

In the preface tdales to Kill Time: or, a New Bthod to Cast Off Care, and to Cure
Melancholy, Vaprous, and all Hypochondriacal Compla{dfg57), the anonymous editor
identifies himself as fAa Man many Years subj
upon Insanity. o Out of sympathy for his fell
diverting verse as a therapeutic read ingshb quell troublesome passions when they arose.

I ncluded i n this booioctosor,dhe Gharebaviaid nt i t 1 ed A Th
Di scarded, 06 which tells of a man named Maggo
One day while Maggot is away from hontés chambermaid uses his chamberpot. Upon

return, Maggot notes the filled vessel &nals one committed to his vocat@inspects the

contents for colour and taste. His diagnosis is remarkably accurate: he is a woman. With this
startling revelation in mindyis imagination gets the better of him.

He fancy6éd now his belly rose,

And now he feel's a motherdés throws.
Luckily for Maggot, he discovers the chamber
before enskarcho fn gmiidief e 8 $Thga roe@d nlgo thsaa ndlo ®t or 6's
his own medicine comically warned readers against being consumed by medical concerns
and taken in by gquackish practices- But, | ik
Doctor d al so s p e a-kightedntbcerturi mercaption that gerseration was d
transformative, powerful, and often disruptive, especially in relation to the mind. Whereas
Maggot 6s hypochondria did not involve direct
maladies, disorders, and anomalies oftemived the organs of generation, the brain, and
nerves in conjunction.

ANothing is more revealing of a society t
i t s 0s oc i’6laudeQuiiclsasserteddms laridmark text on the history of syphilis
I n many ways gonorrhoea, pica, maternal i mpr
interpretation better than syphilis. Even wi

the history of sexual diseases, historians have typically provided reductmndsnés

'!Soci ety of the Co-Dactor; oo the Chambévisj dfi DhecHyded, o
Tales to Kill Time; or, a New Method to Cast Off Care, and to Cure Melancholy, Vapours,
gmd all Hypochondriacal Complain{tondon: printed for R. Baldwin, 1757), 111.

Ibid., 112.
% Claude QuéteHistory of Syphilistrans. Judith Braddock and Brian Pike (Cambridge:
Polity Press, 1990), 2.
* Linda E. Merians, introduction the Secret Malady: Venereal Disease in Eighteenth
Certury Britain and Franceed. Linda E. Merians (Lexington: University Press of
Kentucky, 1996) , 9. According to Merians, Cl
work devoted to the history of venereal disease in Europe from the late fifteenthatethe |
twentieth centuries. o
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focused on the social impact of and medical responses to specific sexual diseases rather than

how those maladies fit into wider social discussions and cultural understandings. As | show
in this chapter, views of these sexual and reproductive neal&itiged upon perceptions,
anxieties and concerns specific to the culture of sensibility. Those maladies pertained most
directly to genteel society, which responded to literary modes, affected refined manners, and
accessed fashionable medical advice amadtfiioners. Further, medical perceptions about
those maladies entirely depended upon the framework of animal spirits and sensibility.
Other diseases have been connected to the culture of sensibility. For instéancelullan

showst h @ighteéntkcenty y wr i ti ngs on hypochondri a, hysteri

participated in sensibilityHe al so i ndicated that fit-he ter ms

century fashionabl e ner ve -dentaryworksofWilésr i ved
and Sy d°@&oweweneltiipugh the medical writings Mullan drew ufrequently
mention animal spirits, he did not. As Malcolm Flemying insisedmal spirits as the
fii mp et unordctivefivié, hash,a very large share of influence on the disorders of the
animad machine 0

Understandings and treatments of sexual and reproductive maladies have yet to be
connected to sensibility. A T h e -Didycpg or 0 disordets eelatedacsgenerative
bodies were often linked to the nervous and mental disorders spedéaogibility, like
hypochondria and hysteria. Thoughts, passions, and behaviours could affect generation and
the health of genitalia. Conversely, disorders of the genitals were believed to affect the
mind, and not just in cases of neurosyphilisese shaed disorders between the mind and
genitals were overwhelmingly understood as communicated by the animal spirits. Through
the examples of maternal impressions, pica, febricula, and gonorrhoea, this chapter explores
how mental and sexual disorders were ¢edipy nerve physiology and sensibility,
especially in miecentury medicine and literature.

This analysis not only shows the pathological side of eightemmttury sexuality
and sensibility, but also reveals how medical discussions of these pathalegges

gendered. Many cultural historians have portrayed eighteemnitury nervous disorders to

be more particular or even amdleequvalentof f e mal es.

hysteria, desigrfanhddt heshypfobs b amotosténsifiyd y mpt o ms

*John Mull an, fiHypochondri a and THeEghteemth a:
Century25, no. 2 (1984), 141.

®Ibid., 144.

7MalcoImFIemying,The Nature of t he Nervous Flui d,
(London: printed for A. Millar, 1751), preface: xix.

!l bid., 146. See also Dolores Peters, fAThe

43251. According tdPeters, hypochondriasis referred to the male illness and hysteria to the

femal e, although fAthe diagnosis was the same
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gended i n Kla tthe eighteenth century, hysteria no longer meant specifically a wandering
womb and hypochondria did not yet mean specifically anxieties about imagined afffnents.
Both sexes were susceptible to having their mental and rational capacities utterly disordered
by nervous disease, although fia di'sasii ncti ve
does for the hypochondriac man. Whdkebilitating maladies, hypochorid and hysteria
were also somewhat desirable as they signal/l
intellect Through the nerves, hysteria and hypochondria contributed to and resulted from
sexual and reproductive disorders. Symptoms of those midmtgkes related distinctly to
the signs of sensibility: dazes, pallor, fainting, deliriums, tears, moods, and moments of
impressionability.

Those scholars who have examined syphilis in eightemsitury Britain have
predominantly discussed either thr@gressively biomedical understandings of sexual
disease or the social changes related to that disease, often with some attempt at historical
comparisons with HIV/AIDS? Gonorrhoea specifically, and especially before bacteriology,
has been little discusdeAs part of venereal disease and the subject of many treatises,
tropes, and treatments, gonorrhoea is deserving of focused historical study. Hdveever, t
historiography on syphilis has illuminated some key issues useful here, such as venereal
discaseaBone of early modern Europé@aslhomost signi
social and gender attitudes were expressed through medical perspectives and practices
concerning thatillnesSOne Geor gi an surgeon described how
daily with a number of objects laboring under this dreadful malady, from the slightest
infection to it ¥Thmnsugmeon Meatih Breperaphasized theamamy. ©

‘Peter s, APregnant Pamel a, 0 439.

®sSee Mull an, AHypochondria and Hysteria, o 15
“"pPeters, fAPa,egndahd. PRatedrs also observed, AW
accountable for their conductétheir c y
could not always be taken as reliabl ec )
2 |bid., 142, 145, 146.

13 For this historical compariso, see Qu®t el , AConclusion: Fror
History of SyphilisJohn Parascandol&@ex, Sin, and Science: A History of Syphilis in
America(Westport: Praeger Publishers, 2008).

“Kevin Siena, Sinsaofthe Feshu Responuing3exualiDisease in Early

Modern Europeed. Kevin Siena (Toronto: Centre for Reformation and Renaissance

Studies, 2005), 8.

®E g.Merians descritth ow venereal disease fiwas often us
to represent the utterly corrupt, thearma nt i ¢, t he wunpat Becrett i c, t h
Malady, 2.

16 3. H. SmythA New Treatise on the Venereal Disease, Gleets, Seminal Weaknesses; the
Dreadful Effects of SeRollution, and the Cause of Impoten&l ed.(London, 1771), 2.
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dangerous cases of sexual disease amonfasag men'’ As the anonymous author of the
lewd and horticulturally themed poeiiThe Natural History of th&rbor Vite® caut i oned,

These venomougulvariee

Spread wide in great Variety.

Search but this spacious Town about,

Youdll find few®Gardens are without.

A common perception reiterated in these lines was that females, particularly prostitutes,
were the vehicle of the sexual contagion and corruption. This bias reflected medical
observations and the social, moral, and gender perceptions relating to secase disd
behaviour ofallenwomen.

In contrast to maternal impressions, pica, and febricula, which were predominantly
female disorders, discussions about gonorrhoea and gleets tended to focus on male sufferers.
According to John Hunter, gonorrhoeainnme n was fAnot so complicated as
they were less symptomatic and their infections often went unnoticed or were confused with
the fluor albus? This confusion also worked in reverse; Charles Armstrong suggested that
fluor al bus womenarg eerytiablentp: laral asrthefeix are always
unwilling to think themselves injured by their greatest favourite, and often give strange
accounts of their complaints, practitioners may sometimes be deceived in cases of this
ki ntSensitivitytopossi bl e infidelity swung in the other
happened, that chast matrons have been stigmatized with crimes, or else suspected their
husbands, though both innocent; which has taken its rise from nothing else then
uncleanliness, pacularly at the time of an acute fluor albus, in an acrimonious habit of
b o d%¥Mote often than misdiagnosis, and more often than with men, women were

ffiunaware they had the disease, a®Rd so they were

" Martin Bree ,Observations Upon the Venereal Disease, with some Remarks on the Cure of
Barrenness, Impotence, and certain Disorders Incident to EithefL®exon, 1780), 6.

YA The Natur alArHios t,odiThelirks df theeEarls of Rochester,
Roscomon, ahDorset: the Dukes of Devonshire, Buckinghamshire(l&ndon, 1777), 2:

166.

19 John HunterA Treatise on the Venereal Disedkendon, 1786), 62. See William
Cockburn,The Symptoms, Nature, Cause, and Cure of a Gonoriftheeaon, 1713), 5,

which also comments on the difficulty in distinguishing gonorrhoea from the whites or fluor
albus in women. Fluor albus is also known as the whites, leucorrhoea, or, a term which
Robert Johnson useflbae mulierum fluxionesSee RoberdohnsonEnchiridion Medicum,

or, a Manual of Physick being a Compendium of the Whol@_Ardon, 1684), 237. Some
practitioners, such as Charles Armstrong, considered fluor albus to be a debilitating
condition in its own right.

2% Charles ArmstrongAn Essay on the Symptoms and Cure of the Virulent Gonorrhoea in
FemaleqgLondon: Charles Dilly, 1783), 13. See also Daniel TurAddjscourse

Concer ni n(gonden: &okentClarke, 1729), 3.

2! Nikolai Detlef FalckA Tr eati se on t Hendver/a)r28.al Di seaseé
22 Merians,Secret Malady8.
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Nonetheless, a few dudrs focused their writings about venereal disease and specifically
gonorrhoea on women, such as the mmagwife William Smellie?® This discrepancy in
attention paid to the two sexasongtheso prompt e
numerous treatises, dressays, that have been published on the venereal diseases, we have

not one professedly written on the appearances and cure of this disease in Females, though

they are equally obnoxious with the other moiety of the creation, to the effects of venereal

infection 260f course, his text sought to remediate that glaring omission and to capitalize

on that gap in the market. Yet, most medical authors agreed that the effects of venereal

disease and gonorrhoea could be equally detrimental to eith®r sex.

Thefemale and male pathologies discussed in this chapter suggest broader concerns
about how the rational mind was susceptible to influence from sextialityough the
genitaliabs significant influence onhet he ani
constitution, even to the point of chronic disability or death. All four of these above
mentioned pathologies instance the link between physiologies of animal spirits, sexual
reproduction, and culture of sensibility. The first section on maternaéssjms reveals
how ani mal spirits enabled theories about pr
their fetuses. The subsequent section explores the reverse relationship: how gravid female
bodies caused animal spirits to conjure desires and appetitases of pica. The third
section shows how the mikntury pathology called febricula was understood as resulting
from gravid wombs in women with sensible constitutions. With more attention to male
sufferers, the fourth section examines how gonorrh@saumderstood to negatively affect
animal spirits, which caused various mental sequelae. Recogttieingntrality of animal
spirits in these maladies allows an understanding of sexual disorders that goes beyond the
biological perspectives still dominaintthe historiography of eighteentientury sexual
diseases, especially syphilis.

Maternal Impressions

When in the Womb the Forming Infant grows,

And Swelling Beauties shew a Teeming Spouse;

All Melancholly, Spleen, and anxious Care,

All Sights Obsceneghat shock the Eyes, forbear,

But a fair Picture, and a beauteous Face,

ZWilliam Smellie,A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Midwifdl”iled.(London,

1762), 1: 1657.

2* Armstrong,Virulent Gonorrhoeapreface.

?® See FalckVenereal Disease8. Falck emphasized this equalitydescribing the

pathologies of each sex. He analogized male phimosis and paraphimosis in men with

venereal ulcers experienced on the labia in women.

®%cf. Mullan, AHypochondria and Hysteria,o 14
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By Fancyds mighty Powbér, refine the Race.

The Spirits to the Brain the Form convey,

Which thence the Seed receives, while Nature works her way.

On evdry Part thoé I mprinted I mage stays,

And withtheFitusgr ows t he borrowb6éd Grace.

Strong are the Characters which Fancy makes,

And good, and bad, the ripe Conception takes.

The first London publication dCallipsedisg an extended poem originally published
in 1655 by the French abbot Clau@aillet, was done in Latin in 1708, with an English
translation following two years | ater, and sever
thousands of lines of advideranging from medical to astrologiéabn how to engender
goodlooking and healthchildren. The lines quoted above detail one of the most frightfully
dramatic causes of ¢ hi | Matema impressiamginvdlvedthe Aigood, an
imagination of a sensible pregnant woman being poignantly altered by a singular occurrence
ortought . This caused a physical i mpression of th
on the fetud a kind of transcription, from thought to bodyhis transcription happened as
firThe Spirits to the Brain the Forewsoseed ey o | mage
as Quillet suggested.

An extensive amount continues to be written about the history of this medical
phenomenon, especially in relation to the Mary Toft affair (an event so well covered by
historians that it does not need detailing h&t&)uch of this historiography interprets the
idea of maternal impressions as indicative of prevailing eightesmttury medical attitudes

about pregnant femalesd bodi es Pdlthdughmi nds as susc

2’ Claude QuilletCallipsediae; or, an Art how to have Hisome Childrentrans. St. Marthe

(London: John Morphew, 1710), 70. A notably different translaticdadlipaedisevas also

published in 1710 by Bernard Lintott and transl a
28 For analysis of the written discussions on maternal imjgnesssee Glennda Leslie,

iCheat and | mpostor: Debat e FoTlhdEgheentty t he Case o
Century27, no. 3 (1986): 268 6 ; Philip K. Wilson, A60Out of Si ght
Daniel TurnexJ ames Bl ondel Di spute Over t RAmasfower of th
of Sciencel9, no.1(1992):685; Jane Shaw, fAMary Toft, Religion

in EighteentlC e nt u r y J&unngl FombEmghteenttCentury Studie82, no. 3 (2009):
321-3 39 ; Dennis Todd, AThree Characters in Hogarth
EighteenthCentury Studie&6, no. 1 (1982), 28 6 ; Lisa For maecofCody, AiThe P

Reproducti on: From Midwi vesd Alternative Public
Mi d wi fEightegnthGentury Studie82, no. 4 (1999): 47495.
?n discussing maternal impressions, Margrit Shildsoggests hat At he i ntel |l ectual

underpinnrngs of Mal ebrancheb6és accounts are the famil]
modern period. Women are essentially irrational, rooted in a determinate bodyliness, unable

to maintain a proper distance between subject and object, and not fully agentsaftheir

will .o AMaternnal | magi nat i RethinkinRidistooynTheei vi ng Fi r st
Journal of Theory and Practickg no. 3 (2000), 248. Shildrick also obsertleat maternal
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pregnancy was associated with thesalitjes, and fetal impressions were more common to
mothers, males also experienced such psychosomatic disorderliness involving acts of
generati on ( e-driyen prébaanay)o Rubher eriphasizing the similarities
between female and male mind/gesition anomalies, eighteertbntury discussions
regularly | ikened maternal i mpressions to hy
common Effects ofmaginationin theHypochondriacsre so surprising, and notorious, that
we havenoneedtobeas®rti ed at t h o s*Yetpthis link bethedn the orgarss. o
of generation and the mind seemed especially present in pregnant women, as instanced by
maternal impressions as well as by pica and febricula.

Maternal impressions were, therefore, just one example of the organs of generation
and the mind mutualfy and pathologicall§ affecting each other through disturbances in
the animal spirits. The foremost historian of the Mary Toft affair, Dennis Teodghaies
t hat Athe i magination was the only faculty t
psychep hy si ol ogi c al processes t’hHawevepasenat al i nf
discussions before and after the Mary Toft affair explicitly stated, arsipiréts
communicated outward influences to the mind, caused passions, affected the imagination,
and conveyed those disturbances to the fetus, producing spectacular irregularities. It was not
the imagination that crossmidndftrBimmesense to
animal spirits. The debates the raged in the-eeickury about maternal impressions centred
on whether animal spirits flowed between maternal and fetal bodies. Without that
physiol ogical and ner vousfedimncowwdndtimaske, a mot h
fetus.

The Mary Toft affair spurred Dr. James Blondel to anonymously publigh
Strength of | maginat i oml72n Thistractigvassarhinly Wo men E X
veiled refutation of t he treatiedohdkihdiseds@gpt er of

Morbis Cutaneis The ensuing printed debate fAimade no

i mpression fAplays right into arnderigips,aace at ed h
into a masculine fear of womenédés procreative
¥J. H. Mauclerc, AThe Power of I magination |

EighteenthCentury British Midwiferyed. Pam Lieske (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2007

[orig. 1740), 1 : 1: 359. See also Daniel Turner, iOf
Skin of t he Foetus, by t Pe=Morbis Cutameisz dd.,ih he Mot h
EighteenthCentury British Midwiferyed. Pam Lieske (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2007

[orig. 1726) 1: 1: 243. Turner described, fiThe wi
and the strange Force of I magination in them
%1 Dennis Todd|magining Monsters: Miscreations of the Self in Eightee®émtury

England(Chicago: University of Chicago Presl995), 52.

#bid., 59. Toddfurther comments A The i magi nation, precisely
intermediary between the material and immaterial realms, preserved a comfortable

di stinction between the body and the mindo (
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| ear ne d*TWerled were, as Todd suggested, Asound i ni
di smi ssi ngo M¥Eighteehtecéntudy plysicldgiaal ideas.about generation,
animal spirits, and the mind allowed such psychosomatic phenomena, which Turner had
written about over a decade before Toftds hoax.
possible relied, as the TurABlondel debaterows, on whether maternal animal spirits
flowed into or around the fetus. Turner believed in a shared mafetahtirculation,
Blondel did not® The nature of placental circulation was still being resolved by anatomical
experiments with injections. Thekvas a significant medical interest in how mental
conditions expressed themselves outwardly on bodies, as in theories about physiognomy.
But in learned circles, maternal impressions became defunct when the blood barrier between
mother and fetus was widetiemonstrated and established in the late eighteenth century, at
the same time that animal spirits were quickly losing credibility.
Turner6s chapter on maternal i mpressions det i
happened, summarized several historic medeg@bnts of that phenomenon, and explained
what little could be done to remedy such markings on children. These markings included
claretcoloured blotches, pebbfmtterned speckles, patblack spots, and growths like
iFruits, or Fooad$ &feuwsricaly durteubegamhs thaptebhy a i
el aborating on fAthe P3¥HKisexptamaton of the padsiens So u | in gene
revolved around how fithe mutual Tye and Commer ce€
that Corporeal Soul common tarhwith Brutes (for the Superior called Rational, we have
nothing to say here) that according to the Presentment of outward Objects, it is variously
af fePHedconti nued to relate fAthe great Influence
nervous Fluidor animal Spirits, and consequently the whole Body: Or the mutual
Commerce it hath pleasdd our Maker to establish

Spi riTus n@r attributed this explanation of how p:e

¥Maucl erc, fAPowar 0of33B6magi nat

¥ Todd,Imagining Monsters44.

¥cf. George Rousseau, fAPraxis 2: Pineapples, Pre
Enlightenment Borders: Preand PostModern Discourses: Medical, Scientific

(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 19984, Rousseasuggests hat dAunl i ke

Blondel, Turner was not concerned with the physiological processes by which the foetus was
actually émarked6. o0 I n reading Turnerds account s

evidently incorrect. Turner explored inegit depth the physiological processes by which
animal spirits roused by minds affect bodies, and the placental connection between mother
and fetus.

®¥Turner, ASp®s8s and Mar ks, o

¥ Ipid., 231.

% bid.

% Ibid., 235.
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Obj ect s 0ings of René Rescartes and, more significantly, Thomas Wilkistact,

the beginning pages of Turnerdéds tract are en

6twixt the sensitive Soul an §wiheerylittedos FIl ui d
say about the faculty of imagination. Turner
animal spirit physiology were |little known a
comes to pass; 0 yet, the ledndweiktknowi?’dfWhyhefpass

Instance, at the Approach of a long absent and dearly beloved Friend, my Soul is thus elated,
my Spirits flying as it were naturally into those Muscles of my Face, which frame the
smiling and joyful Aspect? On the other Siley it comes to pass upon the Sight of a Thief
or Ruffian, the same Spi r%Tumerfurthérconnectednd | eav
sense, animal spirits, bodily effects, and imagination by suggesting the following scenarios:
AThus al s o ntoffag@yful Mattay causath a peasant and serene Countenance; of
any Thing shameful, seen or thought of, Blushing. | need not say what lustful Thoughts
produce, or how soon and strangely this Facu
Ge ni “fHelobcourse, was saying something about the genitals being aroused by dirty
thoughts and animal spirits. Such displays of the passions and imagination were
demonstrations of animal spirits in action, and in keeping with the principles of sensible
bodies and nmids.

Although held with a degree of incredulity, discussions about maternal impressions
instanced how animal spirit physiology allowed the mind, particularly emotions, to
profoundly influence the organs of generation in eighteeattiury medical though©ther
kinds of discourse that did not include eighteerghtury ideas of nerves, such as religious

commentary, hardly figured at all in the discussions concerning the Mary Toft'affair.

“AsWilsonsuggess Turnerodés claim as to how
and corporeal effectso fAexplicitdl
Sight, 60 73.

“"Turner, ASp®8B2s and Mar ks, o

*2|bid., 233.For example, the royal surgeon Nich®lde Blégny had made a case study of a

25 year old fetus found in a femaleds abdome
made sensible of every strong and extraordin
A True History of a Child Anatomizedhich Remained Twenty Five Years in his Mothers

Belly¢ (London: printed by Tho. James for Samuel Lee, 1680), 25. Nicholas Malebranche

al so related a sensational case wherein a mo
witnessing a convict being violéy beaten. Nicholas Malebranchether Malebranche

His Treatise Concerning the Search After Téuth "™ &d., trans. T. Taylor (London, 1700),

0
y

26 . Li ke de Bl ®gny, Mal ebranche connected th
Passionsand Sensatic, and generally all the Thoughts
common to the Mother and the Childo (27).
“Turner, ASp®BI82.and Mar ks, o

*Ibid., 239.

Jane Shaw, fAMary Toft, ReligiCemtand MNMatgil ama

Journal for BEghteenthCentury Studie82, no. 3 (2009): 32339.
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Turner recounted at length the older medical descriptions of nahtenpressions, which

involved the fAMotion “Bfutt hd ul niwaabeascammd uPpi rit s.
did not mention humours and relied solely on animal spirits, which conveyed the condition

of At he s e n sFancyonneagirdtiom | aaianinthreugh the body and to the

fetus. When the maternal imagination or fancy was affected by experience or memory the

passions were aroused, the animal spirits excited, and an impression made on the fetus.

I n Bl ondel 6s c¢r i tixteerapropasigossghatpifheldtobe g#ue,s et out s
refuted the existence of mater naPhssionsgetr essi ons. T
upon the Body by accelerating, or diminishing the Velocity of the Blood, and 8firits.

According to Blondel, there vgano physiological connection that allowed maternal animal
spirits to affect the fetus. The motherds i mmat e
physical power over the fetus:

Can |I magination carry , (komiakeBissolitont o t he Mot her {

of Continuity i n anwithwhiahshehasfnroneser Chi | dés Bod)\

Af finity than when in the Nursebs Arms? How

Pencils or other Too|do delineate the Resemblance of Cherries

StrawberriesPlumcakesand Gammons of Bacon? How can she draw out

BearsFrogsLi zar ds? How sprinkl eNeckbrar et on the Chi

Breast? Nono, they are Cheats and Delusigms mere Extravasation of

the Blood Moles Wens or other accidental Risings in the FI&5h
Tuner , t hereafter, revi sed t he PRassionsant : i shoul
tumultuous Disorder of the Spirits, or an irregular Dispense of the nervous Fluid influencing
the Circulation, and disturbing tieimal Machine “dTurner and Blondetherefore,
agreed on the physiological premise of maternal impressiananal spirits excited by the
imaginatio® but di sagreed about whether ani mal spirits
the fet‘usd body.

I n AA Def e liGhapteoof thetFindgart of & TreatisBe Morbis
Cutaneis 0 whi ¢ h wa s Discpupe Qodcerning GleetStrmesgave further
examples to convince his readers of the phenomenon:

Thus for instance, if | see an unlucky Fellow throw a Frog into the Bosom

of a pregnan?Woman, who screams out upon the sight of it, and falls into a

“%|bid., 242. To see this trend, see the historical examples in Troddining Monsters61.

“"[James Augustus Blondelh e Strength of |1 maginatijnon in Pregn
EighteenthCentury Brtish Midwifery, ed. Pam Lieske (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2007

[orig. 1727), 1: 1: 275.

®Turner quoting Bl oxXii'8GhapterofthAFirs Pdrtefm dreatid@ef t he

MorbisCut aneDiss,coouirns e Co n @Lendon:iJahgClagkl, £@),t189¢é

*° Ibid., 84.

*% Ibid., 85.
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Fit, from which after some time she i s rE¢€
between whiles: Some time after | see the Infant born of this Woman with a
fleshy Portraiture of a Frog, growing outiot s Br east; a Li keness
by my Imaginatiort:
Turner insisted that this frog image was bor
Her fright, her dramatic scream and fit, were the outward enactments coinciding with
internal impressionsomte mi nd, ani mal spirits, and fetus
involves a woman startled by a man with a sttanpd her child was consequently born
with astumparm®Cent ral to each of Turnerds reports
and the implicabn that her animal spirits and nerves were violently agitated.
Fetal markings were a particularly dramatic and permanent expression of the power
of animal spirits. Other kinds of impressions, such as flushes, swoons, gesticulations, even
lasting physiogamic features, did not as immediately or profoundly transfer what was in the
mind onto the body. The special morphological processes of generation allowed greater
opportunity for imprinting onto the fetal body. And, as notedristram Shandya
disturbare of the animal spirits had a big influence for something as small as an animalcule,
or even an embryd.0Only a particular kind of pregnant woman received such powerful
impressions in her mind and womb: those with fine senses and delicate nerves. Turner
descri bed how Passionme stidfmenthan dthers, and itheasthey have
once |l et into their Minds more durable or | a
thereof, or a more firystem of Nervebave theifFearsless shocking ahe same
formidable Object; also theDesiresmor e tr ansi ent *Yegtherdweres per ma
instances that the shared nervous physiology allowed for a similar phenomenon in males.
Pica too occurred primarily in pregnant women, but also occasydmgipened in men.
And, like maternal impressions, pica instanced how the mind was often involuntarily
involved in disorders relating to generation.
Pica
John Maubray, a Scottish physician and fmadwife, publishedrhe Female

Physicianin 1724. He was péicularly interested in pic&,cravings to eat usually ndoods

*bid., 73.
*2|bid., 734.
“As Wil son also observed, the fimotherdds wayw
tales of Martinus Scriblerus, Peregrine Pick

“Turmer , fDef XIMChaptep® ©OBe

% Lazarus RiveriusRiverius Reformatus: or the Modern Riverius; Containing the Modern
Practice of Physickirans. Francois de la Calmette (London, 1706), 11. According to

Ri ver i us, PicadrPye from theBird df thatl name; which is said to swallow little
Balls of Earth.o
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or foods in remarkably large quantit®@syhich usuallyarose as a consequence of

pregnancy. Hs ugge st e d Humam ftaairsiedacts ohpica’ Hé dited

several common beliefs about the malady: that it occurred from the fortieth day till the

fourth month of pregnancy, that bad humours were either sent to the child or vomited, that

the effect was more substantial in bearing a girl than a boythahthe disease was more

common in Holland® Those understandings of physiology, pathology, and generation were

rather antiquated, and Maubray did not stray far from traditional Galenic ideas of three

bodily spirits and Aristotelian theories of male aathéle genitive seed$But what really

thrust Maubray and his treatise into the lime light was his involvement in the Toft scandal.

AsToddrecous Maubray became entangled in the Mary Tc
whil e she waGbseiving Llooww otnh &r e were fbut few ready
Causeof Monstrous BIRTHS®SMaubray stridently discussed unnatural and monstrous

births, c¢l| damagmatiomgo have thae most prévalebwerin

C ON CE P T f?Bisdwritings about monstrousirths and maternal impressions, including

his account of personally delivering a sooterkin in Holl&hdade him an easy target for

satire as fAthe Soot e rskxcalentydikeahs undastamdmgaof h Todd det
mat er nal i mp r etsinkingalmoat pica Maswitdatady By she early eighteenth

century, pica was explained in learned medical circles as wholly dependent on animal spirits

operating between the organs of generation and thedn@andunusual phenomenon, but

explainable according physiology. That condition highlighted how the processes of

generation could influence, and even overpower, the rational mind.

A contemporary of Maubrayédés, the physician CI
could also | eafdi t ws édimmichloftemmppent whenhtheir longings
are not forMHewithegriatediedad® in such a strong d

and spirits will be determined and impelled, with the like force and impetus, upon the
correspondent parts of thef t ruugerqgio | eavi n g *®Pibachowewep wasths i on .

reverse physiological sequence of maternal impressions: the gravid womb influenced animal

% peter ShawA New Practice of PhysicL ond o n , 1 Pieaonmalaclgisarl 79 . A
unnatur al desire of feeding on such things as ar
®" John MaubrayThe Female Physician, Containing all the Diseases Incident to that Sex, in

Virgins, Wives, and Widowkondon, 1724), 81

*8 |bid., 82. Maubray also suggested that sooterkins, which were flikkenteatures

birthed from women, were particuler Holland.

*bid., 1322.

®Todd, AThree Characters in Hogarthés Cunicul ar.i
®> Maubray,Female Physiciar867.

%2 |bid., 368.

®®bid., 375.

% Charles PerryA Mechanical Account and Explication of the Hysteric Pasgliondon,

1755), 283.

* Ibid., 284.
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spirits, which flowed to the brain, causing significant departures from a rational and healthy
state of mindPica dramatically revealed the power of female sexual organs to exert
influence over an individual és will. These wu
powerful sexual desires. In the eighteenth century pica became more associated with the
organs of generation. For instance, unlike before and after the eighteenth century, pica was
then most often aligned ®%idMaf eicti medr amtdl dirt i d
breeding womeno wer e al s’6Butgirtheearlgibhtegnths y nony mo
century pica became understood as a disorder of the animal spirits that afflicted certain types
of breeding women: those with delicate nerves and constitutions and, by extension, those
who embodied sensibility. Rather than a mere conditioheofitind, eighteentbentury pica
was affixed to a system of nerves operating between two centres of desire, the genital and
the mental.

Pica had an obvious core set of symptoms, and for this reason the 1706 translation
of LazareRiviéred s -sevedteentt ent ury medi cal treatise glib
Diagnosis t her e i s A wonarewha feltpéckish fory ar actually ingested,
coals, cinders, chalk, lime, salt, clay, dirt, dust, iron, water, snow, ice, vinegar, verjuice,
unripe fruits leatherashes, old shoes, wax, nut shells, mortar, slate pencils, oat meal, or
tobaccepipes signaled to the eighteemttbntury observer that she was either exceedingly
hungry or suffering pic®But , picads symptoms weregsmore coO
I't al so i nv o |Bedg Dissélwitm aflkinmbg Gnawing 6fStomachLoathing
of Wholesome Foqdand everThatvery often which théartyl ov 6 d Amaefyor e)

PensivenesdgrequentSpittings and (at several time¥omitings ‘dJust as loathing onee

°®B. ParryJonesand W.LL.Panyones, fAPica: Symptom or Eatir
A s s e s sBrnsi Yoyrnal of Psychiatri60 (1992), 344. According to Helen King,

chlorosisand pregnancy shared pica as an important symptom. HelenTKieDjsease of

Virgins: Green Sickness, Chlorosis and the Problems of Pufieshdon: Routledge, 2004),

10.

%7 Although some authors distinguished malacia as being specific to those who were

pregnantSee PerryMechanical Account and Explicatipf78; ParryJones and Pary

Jones, 0 lRowever,other &isbrders correlated with pica before, during, or after the
eighteenth century, such as cholorsis, ammenorrhoea, iron deficiency, anorexia nervosa, and
others, are not the focus here. For those discussiedBarryJones and Parjones,

APica, 06 350. I . S. L. Loudon, has divided th
chl orosi s: nBefore 1750, [chl orosis] was des
amatoria, 6 a diuddarederl odviee 6too athunrtehe from Ar c
generally believed to be a uterine disorder or a disorder of menstruation characterized by
amenorrhoea. o | . S. L. Loudon, fnBotsh or osi s, A
Medical Journal281 (19®), 1669.

%8 Riverius,Riverius Reformatyd.3.

% See MaubrayFemale Physician83; RiveriusRiverius Reformatyd 1, which list these

common objects of pica craving=or this objects desired or ingested due to pica, also see

King, Disease of Virginsl04.

"© Maubray,Female Physiciar82.
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loved foods was particular to the individual, so too was longing. Maubray described how
women affected by pi caMeatandDrihkpyestgdmmontyofar e fdesi r ou
such as is not onlylisagreeablebut alsooffensiveandprejudicialt o NATURE. 0o
Li kewi se, Perry related how some pregnant women
of wine or stronger liquors without being inebriated and how other typically-weak
stomached women ingested fséwmpualNotpiyonds o of mea
did pica reinforce the connection often made between digestion and generation, it revealed
how the gestational state could enable women to exceechétteral habits, dispositions,
and abilities.
Aside from its typical symptoms aitlde results of eating irregular things or
inordinate amounts, pica had potentially severe and even fatal consequences for theill
woman and her fetus. As Maubray elaborated, a woman whose pica cravings went
uns at lagglishesaddpifiesto such a dege, that helifei s of ten endanger é6d, t
with the FOETUS, b'JHighliphting thé tisreaiptoptiue iumbormoaild,t . o
Perry wrote of Athe numbers of women who have su
or even a delay, in the seasomablg r at i f i"@he passibility ab abortion hadeven
greater currency within medical understandings of nerves and spirits. As feelings and
impressions were considered important in the culture of sensibility, desires were taken
seriously and supped to have tangible and profound effects.
Medical authors theorized that the drastic effects of unrealized pica desires resulted
from a devastating shock to the nerves. Unl i ke N
treatises on nervous and reproductivinpkngies emphasized the role of animal spirits. This
emphasis is apparent in Perryés outline of pica:
This symptom, as it happens to breeding women, (because preternatural and
very perverse appetites sometimes happen to virgins, under cachectical and
chlorotic habits) must necessarily proceed either (1) From a vitiated ferment
in the stomach or (2)from a depravation and perversion of its natural and
propermenstruurd or (3) the like passion, perception, or appetite, may be
excited by irregular capricioustians and operations of the animal spirits,
in and upon the stomagtor lastly, this passion may perhaps be fabricated

in the brain’®

" Ibid., 81.

2 perry,Mechanical Account and ExplicatipB81-2.

® Maubray,Female Physiciar83.

* Perry,Mechanical Account and ExplicatipB81.See Parndones and Pardones, who

have described how fAbelief in the dangers of thuv
theme. 0 APica, 0 345.

’® perry,Mechanical Account and Explicatip@78.
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I n Perryds esti mat i on-eighteenthderttuay,physiciakseandt hose of
surgeons, At hebeanbonah tshpe rciaws endaynd t he inst

Riviere, a physician to Louis XIIl and professor of medicine at Montpellier, gave

similar explanations of pica, sublenstreat i ng it
which occasioferthiemDiishempmadgi nat’§ on, phan
Perry also |linked the retention of menses to
iretrograde motion of the ani mal spirits wupo
menses or frsemfAtoh&Sumihngriotbl e ms, l' i ke pica,

women because of
sudden struggles, leaps, or other extraordinary motions 6fthé us .i n ut er o
However they may, doubtless, sometimes proceed from irregular motions,
agitations and perturbans of the animal spirit8. For it is very notorious,
that irregular motions, and inordinate fluxions of the animal spirits, may
cause aleliqguium animior swooning, even in any persdnbut more
especially in breeding woméh.
The movements of fetuses and animal spirits similarly had the capacity to disrupt the female
body and mind.
There was an extensive range of how pica could alter the workings of the mind. For
instance, pica was strongly associated with melancholRivigre observedoth disorders
could originate from a problem in the mind or woffiand both reflected conditions of the
animal spirits. Pica could thus result from either mental or sexual disorders. William Perfect,
a surgeon, apothecary, mamdwife, physc i a n ,-d diontaadr , 6 and notabl e f
WestMalling,** offeredasixp age | i st of symptoms of nervous
desire for rare or uncommon sorts of food, or for things that can afford no nourishment; a
visible swellingorinflattm  of t he st omac h, ®Ireeed enedfhibdase aft e
studies of a young female detailed how Aher
appetite so much depraved, that she would eat paper, cinders, bits of wall, or any thing that
lay in her way, and sometimes so unnaturally voracious, that she would swallow her food in

too | arge a gu anTThis afflictionvdmanatmgiftom thehvemti cautd. 0

®bid., 279.

" Riverius,Riverius Reformatyg 2.

8 |bid.

® Perry,Mechanical Account and Explicatip75.

8 Riverius,Riverius Reformatyd.2.

81 See Shirley Burgoyne Blackn 18" Century MadDoctor: William Perfect of West
Malling (Otford: Darenth Valley Publications, 1995).

82 William Perfect,Cases of Imanity, the Epilepsy, Hypochondriacal Affection, Hysteric
Passion, and Nervous Disorders, Successfully Treatédd. (London, 1785), 102

% bid., 2034.
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lead to excessive actions that were seen as diametrically opposed to reagose Bee

animal spirits were affected in pica, the mind lost its control.

There was a possibility that others beside pregnant women could experience pica,

since the condition ultimately arose from a specific kind of disruption in the animal spirits

and neves. Peter Shaw, a nerve disorder specialist and physician to both George Il and

George llI**r el at ed pica to melancholic disorders.

the effect of a delirious hypochondriacal affection in men; a chlorosis, stopiénge o

mensesor their eruption, about the second or third month of pregnancy in women; or else it

may be hereditary in children, fro®m some

Notably, Shaw widened the scope of the kinds of people pica could, &ffeocluding men

and childrenRiviereh ad made a s i nPichaadMalacibis &Distemgeri o n ,
commonly incident to Maids and Women; | say commonly, because Boys and Men have

someti mes been t r*cChildrengateived picehasherédicary slisorder:. o

ithese Phansies and Prejudices are either
Child. o But, pica coul d a Risieredescribed howbpiga t he

Wh e |

cause a

was fAinduced by ot her shappendHeMaills thad dreate ahe how it

another an Appetite to certain things by perswading them, that by taking such things they

formerly have made t he m& &hissusceptibility ankongfmeaidsr
reinforced the common association of pidghvehlorosis® While most descriptions of pica

highlight pregnant women with sensible constitutions to be of most concern, some

descriptions emphasize various other kinds of sufferers, including maids, boys, and men.

Medical practitioners treating picdfered a similar, although less varied, blend of

medication, lifestyle, and sexual behaviour to that used in treating venereal disease. For

maids, the best cure for pica was marriagd.Ha Spectatoof 1712 there is a letter from
one Sabina Green, a serfér of chlorosis and pi¢aHer case was cured upon being happily

and

Her edi

power

noft

hand

wed. I n prescribing medicati onwerefegutallyi hy st er i cs,

used®Maubray thought ¢ohcaite,0 fveosnesno srhoaud dt lpeyphyl ac:

t a KAati-kittean Medicinegthat is, against PICA dronging and be very careful of their

¥See Jan Gol i n(§6R4 1,7 6n3pabDictionBre df Mational Biography
OxfordUnive si ty Press (2004); Al |-4783),Tha $uicesom,
the Grape; or, Wine Preferable to Waterl 7 2 4PBattets af Madness in the Eighteenth
Century: A ReadefLiverpool: Liverpool University Press, 1998),-G3.

8 Shaw,NewPractice of Physi¢London, 1726), 1: 179.

¥ Riverius,Riverius Reformatyd.1.

¥ bid., 12.

% |bid.

®parryJonesandPanyones, APica, o 344.

% perry,Mechanical Account and Explicatip875.
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RegimerandDiet. ®However, like treating venereal disease, these eighteentury
remedies were recognized as having limited efficacy. Christopher Anstey, a poet known for
his The New Bath Guidelepicted how a pieauffering maid, Tabby Runt, developed the
malady as a sideffect of certain medications:

He gives little Tabby a great many Doses,

For he says the poor Creature has got the Chlorosis,

Or a ravenous Pica, $oought on the Vapours

By swallowing Stuff she has read in the Pageérs;
Pica, for the pregnant or nqmegnant, was a distinctly nervous malady brought about by the
animal spirits being disturbed and agitated from within the body. But, just as picabeould
incited by external influences on the mind, so too could it be cured by suggestion or
persuasion. For this reason, fithe Physician
| ma g i n &This protapsyahology represents an unusual break fronypieal fixation
on bodies rather than minds in eighteecgtury medical treatments of these nervous and
sexual disorders. Yet, that therapeutic approach illustrates the acute awareness of
practitioners about mental and nervous impressions. As Georgsdashowsin his
detailed anal ysi s dlie Agventues of ReredrimetPickles Smol | et t
eighteentkcentury medical and literary depictions of that malady implicated a sensible
physiology?*
Febricula

Another, more prominent, figure in the War oft affair wasRichard Manningham,
physician to George | armhe of most renowned and fashionable Augustanmdwives
Unl i ke Maubray, Manni ngham generally disbeli
shortly after the affair reveals. Nonethalesven Manningham entertained the possibility of
Toftdéds mind producing unnatur al births, as h
Turner and Blondel didl that animal spirits flowed between womb and brain with powerful
influences on gestation atttbught. This physiology and medical perspective on pregnant
women, is evident in a treatise Manningham p
exposedThe Symptoms, Nature, Causes, and Cure of the Febricula, or Little Fever:
Commonly Called the Newus or Hysteric Fever; the Fever on the Spirits, Vapours, Hypo,

or Spleenwhich went to five editions between 1746 and 179% the title suggests, his

% Maubray,Female Physiciar84.

“p. S. Br own of Mdicines Advestised! s Eighteen@entury Bath

Ne ws p aldegicabHistoryl9, no. 4 (1975) 365. Brown notes that these cures that

Tabby uses are those prepared by John Hill.

% Riverius,Riverius Reformatyd 4.

% RoussealEnlightenment Borderd 94.

“For more details on MafaCngbhmbE@bOrdatj 6eé, 9

229



treatise set out a new nosology, wherein diseases previously understood or described
separatelywerertgouped toget her as fAfebricula.d Manni ngha
di sease category upon new physiological theories
useful andate Discoveries, unknown to the AntientsAmatomyand theAnimal
Oeconomy® Febriculawas, according to Manningfam, fevery w
Yet, this new diagnosis did not catch on; practitioners continued to write about maladies as
hysteric, nervous, vapours, hypo, or spleen, but not febrithadisease only existed in
name and escription during a thregecade spardowever, his shortlived pathology
instances how fashionable medicine in the-gighteenth century portrayed animal spirits
in pregnant females with delicate constitutions as the source of mental and physical
sensilvities, behaviours, and problems. In describing this new malady, Manningham
emphasized ideas about a mutual and disruptive relationship between the female organs of
generation and the mind, especially in those women with nervous, sensible qualities.

Felricula does not have much of a legacy in curdayt scholarship, aside from a
fewrecent,itf ound c¢cl aims that Manninghamds diagnosi s i
chronic fatigue syndrom& The symptoms and etiology that Manningham described reflect
similar ideas and concerns central to discussions about pica and maternal impressions during
that period. Manningham was concerned especially about the sensitive and delicate qualities
of animal spirits in pregnant women, and the disastrous effects thattisis to those
spirits could have for both mother and child. The only other study of febricula comes from
Candace Ward, who insightfully compared fever tr
onfebricula,andmi¢ e nt ur y sent i me nwtadtworgenteeflnstioned s how fiho
together to construct and int%®Thaserstblet he sensi bl e

body, which Ward recognized in Manninghamdés trea

% Richard ManninghaniThe Symptoms, Nature, Causes, and Cure of the Febricula, or

Little Fever: Commonly Called the Nervous or Hysteric Fever; the Fever on the Spirits,

Vapours, Hypo, or Spled¢hondon, 1746), 65.

Ipid., 15.

% Such a retrospective comparison not only ignores significant cultural and historical

differences in medicine but falls far short of convincing, yet has been often repeated in

medical journals site 1991:se€t ephen E. Straus, fAHistory of Chr
Clinical Infectious DiseaseE3 (1991): 27; Mark A. Demitrack and John F. Greden,

AChronic Fatigue Syndrome: TBielogbbhked for an I nteg
Psychaiatry30 (1991): 74-52; Gunt her Neeck and Leslie J. Crof
Perturbations i n Fi br omy al|RbgeunaaticDisehseClmicsohi ¢ Fat i gu
North America26 (2000): 9891002.Ex a mi ni ng Manni nghamdés di agnostic
negligible amount of diagstic descriptions shared with those used today for chronic

fatigue syndrome. It was a different disease, which reflected a vastly different Béreu.

King, Disease of Virginsl, which discusses how there are not-tmene equivalents with

diseases nownd those of the past.

“Ward, A6Cruel Disorder, 6060 97.
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understanding of animal spirits that medics and liteedtirred to in depicting fluid,
sensitive, fickle, yet predictable and readable body/mind relationships.
Manni nghamés preface introduces the readEe
characteristic of nervous disorders generally. Patigittally
feel tremselvetanguidanduneasywithout any Marks of aevident
Diseasethey have a Weariness and Flying Pains about tladbryness of
theLips andTongue but little Thirst rather a Dislike than a Desire of
much Drink they often in a Day are giddsnakepaleUrine, and aregreatly
dispirited,andanxious without being able to assign any Reason for it: They
havetransientChillinesses ofterand thePulseis low, quick,andunequal:
They have sometimesld, clammySweatsRising in the Throatand he
like. And on every the least suddguarprize, Grief, Angerand the like
Commotionsthis little Feversubsistingthose and the like Symptonare
always increased®
Rampant desires, unsettled emotions, and fickle appetites indicated febriculasaed d
with other disorders of animal spirits. As Manningham mentions, the pulse was key for
di agnosi s. He f ur KihdofPulselisdhelmmadetrisicdMarkobte At hi s
Febricula which proceeds from\dtiatedandimpoverishedbtate of tie Blood with a
Diminution of its Quantity, not affordingdue Secretionf theanimal Spirits in theBrain,
and a prope€onveyancé r om t hence to t he “bHishreerstaRdingt s o f
of febricula as a reproductive disorder affecting thirebody and mind set out that it
followed distinctlyffrom aFaultin theBlood,andA n i ma | '°%® ghoose two lewfluids
that repeatedly defined eighteetintury mental and reproductive pathologies.
Al t hough he offered some secinpedtdhry causes
Per s pi'Pthetmalady was primarily a consequence of the economy of animal spirits.
For this reason, he sought paofuseBxpescwefr t o fihow
Spirits '8 Another etiology of the disease that related to the idea of fluid economy, as used
by pathol ogi cal descriptions of pica and mat
Woman,almost hasMonthly Dischargeswhich continue to returarderly, while she
continues irHealth but, when seized with thisebricula these Evacuations cease; and then

this Stoppageés too often assigned as tBauseo f h e r ¥ irhis anistekerrattedtion

%% pid., 47.

1921pid., preface, ix.

193pid., 15. Manningham also stated that the seat of the disease is in the blood and animal
spirits (47).

1% |bid., 51.

%pbid., 92.
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to an older humoural model and blood levels rather than animal spiniteofed
Manni ngham t o war n t h axceelingly @éadgeropgecauseefdht ment s wer €
present gredbefectof Animal Spirits theuniversal Flaccidityof all the Fibres of the Body,
and that there is nmbounding n t he Qu a n*®Anims spiits weBelatdhe dored
of febricula, meaning sensations and thoughts were also implicated. As shown in
hypochondria and pica, the imagination could become distorted and cause those affected to
ffalslyi ma gi ne t h e ms Someeaffictdr widfebdculawere dusceptible to
mi scar ri aglegeringamapairfiuhhoarbeo tP*rAdditianal problems arising
fifrom theNeglectof thislittle Fever, duringPr egnancy, 0 i ncluded fAmany Mi s
difficult Labours andsurprisingAccidentssoon afte Delivery. *& However, the worst
consequences were those typical of mwr vous and ¢
Death. o

In line with nervous and sexual pathologies corresponding to the culture of
sensibility, those affected by febricula werfea delicate constitution and from the genteel
soci al class. Accordingly, certain privileged be
Grief, greatSollicitude Watchingsintense ThoughdndStudyd™ T h e srgeceflent
Causeso0O wer e worhea with leisuse timesandieducatohn, and who could afford
indulging private moods and solitary activities. Febricula also involved dramatic symptoms,
such as swooning, that indicated both delicacy and ilffésanningham owned these
exclusive demograpbis of f ebr i c u ltlechefpf my Bracticeindéedhgs t hat A
been among thEemale Sexwho are generally of more tender and delicate Constitutions
and therefore such as are alwaysstliable to this Sort of Fever:'*He attended and wrote
in regard to fashionable women, who assumed the modes, ideas, and behaviours of
sensibility. Thesé t e Woreen™“we r e subjecteo thi#ebriculaespecially
weakly, sedentarygndstudiousPersons '& Other factors contributed to receiving the
disease,&ch as the weather, diets, lifestyles, and urban environment, all of which affirmed
that malady to be particular to the wited, urbane English wométf.

Curing a febricula was most contingent upon correcting imbalances and

disturbances in the blood and & ma | spirits. He al so cautioned wo

1% pid., 94.
7 pid., 94.
% pid., 96.
199pid., preface, vi.
llo .....
" pid., 4950.
2 pid., 72.
113 H :
Ibid., preface, vi.
14 bid.
115 bid. Similar to the causes for pica describe®iviére Riverius Reformaty4.3.
118 ManninghamFebricula, or Little Feverpreface, viv.
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Beds t o"'Sbutesach lbng lyitgns probably reinforced their status and his
empl oyment more than it guar geeeddlMatippdofnst f ebr
curingacutetFevercspodang to Manningham, was Al esser
correcting theQualityo f  t h e'® Bolvards this @nd, he recommended to not bleed
delirious pregnaenolient@lysters,0 lvint ctho igiov e oml y br
proper Flowof theLochia, but happily carries off thiDelirium. ‘& Aside from those
treat ment s,Rhibgrdv iwag & ulpip o Eiedereasothesde éréatmentso o .
affirm the idea that Man #ioidowomennhnd geag abdut i cul a
animal spirits sigificantly affecting the health of pregnant women surely extended to a
larger group of patientsdéisi n t he summer of 1739 he rented
house, in Jermyn Street, next to his own residence, for the reception and treatment of
twerty-five lying-i n w o'fhAsroned®f the most influential manidwives in mid
eighteentkcentury Britain, Manningham carried clout, and his notions about animal spirits
as crucial to reproductive and mental pathologies permeated well beyond the modish
mothersto-be he personally tgnded. For women in the malghteenth century, pregnancy
was an especially vulnerable time, as a gravid womb could readily disturb the animal spirits
and entirely alter oneds state of mind. Thes
spiritsd febricula,pica, and maternal impressi@nassociated certain fashionable
behaviours and mental activities with a susceptibility to the loss of control and reason.
Gonorrhoea

iThere is scarce any man arrived at a cer
conequence of t he '“5ewrete Jacues Darar, the Suigemmin @rdinary
to the King Louis XV, SurgeceiMajor to the hospitals and armies of the emperor Charles
VI, and allround authority on venereal disease in the-aighteenth century. In lmlon,
the equally opportunist, but much less successful or respdtted,t en obser ved t ha
universally is the Distemper now become, that it is almost as much a wonder to hear of
many Persons that never had it, or that never had taken the way tagétvas formerly a
wonder to heat’Asf eanyyi akethedl18550s St. Bart

" pid., 47.

18 1hid., 32.

" pid., 100.

2% |pid., 108.

o6, C. Peachey, fANot e -ioWamneninlUorelonRptotiei si on f or
Mi ddl e of t he Brogekdingsefithe Roy@beiatytofuMedicin®7 (1924),

74.

122 Jacques Daray Complete Treatise on the Virulent Gonorrhoea. Both in Men and
Women(London, 1767), preface, xi.

122 The same sentiment, although from a medical opportunist rather than medical authority,

was voiced by John MarteA, Treatise of all the Degrees and Symptoms of the Venereal

Disease, In Both SexésL o nd o n, 1708), 2. Mar t e nthaathes 0 ¢ o mr
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Thomasds hospitals befdnthemidegateentmagntryh e i nf ect ed p
Londondés Royal Hospitals tr eeacrealdiseds’Ghisdr eds of pa
rampant sexual disease, as Daran commented, had certain fatal consequences, which were

particular to eighteentbentury medicine. Those consequences frequently related to how

venereal disease affected the nerves and, consequeatiyirtti and constitution. As this

chapter has already shown, sexual and reproductive pathology and animal spirit physiology

became closely connected during the «eaitury™*® This section is an extended

examination of the most widespread, socially concerrang culturechanging sexual

malady of the period, venereal dise&S¢iowever, the focus here is on one aspect of that

disease or, more specifically, one phase ¢fritm the midsixteenth until the late

eighteenth centur}?® most people understood thétial stage of the venereal disease to be

gonorrhoed?® which sometimes progressed into a syphilitic stdi@onorrhoea could also

Poxin this loose and dissolute Age, is more propagated in one Day, than an hundred Years

ago it was in a Month. oo

Kevin Siena, fiThe Clean and the Foul: Paupers :
15501 7 0 0 Sins of the Flesh: Responding &x8al Disease in Early Modern Eurgpeg.

Kevin Siena, 2684 (Toronto: Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies, 2005), 263.

I inda E. Merians, fAThe London Lockn Hospital anct
Secret Malady128145. The London Lock Hpétal opened on 31 January 1747.

Thomas Broman, f Th eTheMardbridgeHistor$ of S@encee s, 0 i n

AEi ghCeebhuhy Science, 0 ed. Roy Porter (Cambri dge
2003), 4: 468Bromannotesa figr owi ng t hmrebetweenthecard subjeetgpoh r at i o
physiology and pathologyo over the century.

127The conflation of gonorrhoea and syphilis incited persistent speculation, debate, and
confusion. As Qu®t el explained, this conflation
s ngle venereal 6virusd or poison is responsible
History of Syphilis5.Venereal disease was also a complex of symptoms. At the beginning

of the eighteenth centurlderman Boerhaave described the venereal sligsea &Proteusof fi

a Disease. 0 HATreabsa onBhe ¥endneal Digease, and Its Cure in all Its

Stages and Circumstancesans. J. B. M. B. (London, 1729), 8. Quétel also described it as a

protean diseaselistory of Syphilis77.

128 Jesse Fat, Observations upon the New Opinions of John Huintétis Late Treatise on

the Venereal Diseagéondon, 1786), 1: 9. Foot traced the first author on Venereal disease

as Nicolaus Leonicenus of Vicentia from 1497. Among the 33 authors following

Leonicens , none of them, according to Foot, mention
ot her disease of the Urethra.o

129 Gonorrhoeaould be synonymous with clap, running of the reins,laes venerea

130 That stage of venereal disease was synonymous with the pox and the French disease.

Quétel inHistory of Syphilisi e scr i bed how gonorrhoea was fsi mply
mani festations of syphilis, just |ike a chancredo
SecretMalady whi ch descri bes how AEuropean countries
syphilis epidemic since 1495, and despite the fact that historical, religious, and literary texts

document gonorrhea in Europe before that year, it was mistakenly linkggHitis when

the epidemic overtook the CadasakogvenmSiona,(5). Thi s k
Al nt r od uSing of therFleghl2-13nSiena discusséhe origins of syphilis, and the

related historiography ¢8). For how venereal diseapeogressed into a syphilitic phase, see

Andrew DuncanMedical Cases, Selected from the Records of the Public Dispensary at

Edi nb y2“gdc (Edinburgh: C. Elliot, 1781), 21onically, the most credited theory
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be unconnected with venereal disease, in whi
Ainenrul ent. 0 Repag,artdie sest yrholidgy tamf gonorr hoe
i nvol unt ar y™Thisincontrollable ®ssefdseed caused disastrous deficits in
animal spirits that could debilitate the mind and fatally injure the body.

Eighteenthcentury understandings of gonavga blended a Hippocratic princifle
fluid imbalancé with an emphasis on nerves and animal spititS.o n o r r demtrala 6 s
features were fluctuations in genital sensations and involuntary emissions, particularly the
weeping of fluid from genitalia known asggéeet.That the flux of spirits disrupted the entire
fluid economy of the nerves wasident in the symptoms commonly attributed to
gonorrhoea: painful urinating? titillating feelings;>* priapism, painful erection$? semen
and pus emissions, pain in thesticles:>® low spirits, general weakness, consumption, and
hypochondria or hysterid’ The Warwickshire surgeon James Cooke suggested that

in the eighteenth century concerning thrigin of venereal diseasdhat scourge of so many
personal fortungs was that it arrived in Europe as a consequence of the Columbian
exchange at the close of the fifteenth centliaynes Cooke gave an often repeated history
on | ues vener ¢&adFrdnéh@onrit entrédizuropeablout the year 1493 at
the Siege oNaples brought thither (as is said) by the followergatiristoph. Columbys
from the Westndies and by them communicated to ttedian-Women, and from them to
theFrenchby Coition; so that this is the product of that sin, for which God hath pronounced
. O6Tis a Virulent and Cont agi oMelfificiac hexy o
Chlrurglae or, the Marrow of ChirurgergLondon, 1717), 226. Falck also suggested that
Columhus & voyages br ou ydandrealtDisenseR.dater Lewis Alenr o p e .
describehow syphilis became a AvenerRetarlléwisdi sease
Allen, The Wages of Sin: Sex and Disease, Past and Prigdgicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2000), 45.
Bl Thomas GarlickA Mechanical Account of the Cause and Cure of a Virulent Gonorrhaea

i n Bot h( LSoenxdeosné, 1727), 1. Philip Woodman gavV:
Gonorr hia or Ruistheiinnofuntaryf Emissioe af FemedikesHumour
fromtheYardd Phi |l i pM&dodmanNovi ssi mus; or , t he Mo

(London: printed by J. H. for Chr. Coningsby, 1712), 296. In describing the etymology of
Agonorrhia, 0 George Warren su@desdSitsemenide a@de
Aifluere, 6 which Asignifies no more than an |
A New Method of Curing, Without Internal Medicines, that Degree of the Venereal Disease,
Call 6d, a Go,P8edr(loidan, 1311),1C|1 a p

132 Allen, Wages of Sirs.

133 Also known ashaudepisseandardor uringe

134 See SmythNew Treatise 14. Smyth described how a gonor
felt in the partéthe erection becomes involu
1% Called achordee

1% Warren,New Method of Curings4.

137 Aside from the common symptoms of venereal disease, JosepHe3aribed others,

such as: ADef |l uxi ons -SweatstlLhassituded) Pamsaof the Back,u g h s ,
Leanness, Consumptions, Fissuneg @where, Falling off of the Nails, Crustiness on the

Skin,P o | y pRiles,@ sancerous Thrush, Tetters on the Privities, Melancholies,

Madnesses; tha&lopeciaor Falling off of the HairFicus, CondylomataMariscaeon the

Anusand its Verge; nay, we hawseen some Hypochondriacal, others Phrenetick; we have

of t en eéldcticls¥ g O t,iDppsiéss Deafness, Blindness, Paldigslepsiesall

sorts of Breakings ouDysenteriesFluxes,Diabetes and in short, there is hardly any
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gonorrhoea was sometimdsmor e perni ci ous t®8ythisitCeokeMi nd t han Boc
meant that nowirulent gonorrhoea,reso-called gleets, often both derived from the mind
and most affected the mind. His remedy for theseumahent gonorrhoeas was changes in
behaviour and lifestyle, with marriage his foremost recommendation, as was commonly
prescribed. For gonorrhoea geally, the most complicated and feared sequelae were mental
problems that caused unreason: hypochondria, hysteria, and melaf¢isopathology of
gonorrhoea threw volition and reason into relief because that disease was both the
consequence of unreagosexual desires overrode the rational faculties leading to
imprudent behaviodr and the cause of unreason through its draining of animal spirits and
mental effects.
Just as animal spirits worked more finely in individuals with sensibility so
gonorrhoea tlegatened worse consequences for those with sensible qualities. Because of this
association with sensibility and nerves, gonorrhoeafivasala-modeDi s t e Wpner , o
which fit especially with the persona of urbane young men of means, fine grooming, and
libertine attitudesNarratives about venereal disease, whether literary or medical, were
distinctly concerned with personal ruin, in health, reputation, and finance of these male
types. This medical conceimalso described by Elizabeth Stephens in reldtion
nineteentc ent ury spermatorrhea. She argues that fdAspe
episode in the history of medicine and the male body in which the fear of leakiness and
fluidity historically displaced onto the female body comes to be directepahalogized
white, male, middleclass, and heterosexual body that has traditionally shaped norms about
sexual ity afThecgsode Stepaens descripes as certainly not unique to
the nineteenth century. Comniocentinerd,see@ngut mal es | 0s
| eakageodo and suffering numerous sub®equent heal't
emerged as part of the robust nervous/sexual fluid discussions of the late seventeenth and
early eighteenth centuries. As Lisa Wynne Smith dessribe t her e was a fAgrowing
pat hologisation of specific |l eaks (haemorrhoi dal

Distemper whichttd mal i gnant and acri moni ous Humour does
A Rational and Useful Account of the Venereal Dise@%ed.(London, 1740), 21. Cam

al so adhered to the unicist perspective; filt wou
trifingDi vi si onsé0 he actually groups many di seases,
together. However, like most medial authors, he discussed gonorrhoea as a distinct disorder,

which presented many serious, even fatal, complications of its own (32).

138 Cooke,Mellificium Chirurgize 233.

139 perry,Mechanical Account and ExplicatipB64.

“YElizabeth Stephens, fAPathologizing-Leaky Male I
Century British Medicine dounhal & theHistoyof Anat omi cal
Sexualityl7, no. 3 (2008%22.

“!bid., 425.
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eighteenth century’’Di scour se about these |l eaks, as Smi

class and cul ture, emphaisliys ecd®Mdthoenttaryntip or t anc e
Smithds perspecti ve, mal es were not al ways a
their inability to do so did indica®e fAan in

Medical ideas about how promiscuousnasg sexual disease led to a loss of animal
spirits, which critically impaired the body and mind, reflected wider social, political, and
cul tur al concerns. Often to pique their read
about the welbeing offuture generations and the national populatfé&Even King James
I'16s ability to produce a viable heir was a
bl ood was corrupted a rn*AnXeties relatingeadvensreal bad by t
disease we foremost about the instability it threate@ew the individuals, families, and
the body politic. One of the main targets for curbing the spread of venereal disease was the
entertainments associated with sexual liberality. Moral outcries about liceatitivites
and, especially, lewd books as inspiring salaciousness and spreading venereal disease
abounded. Eighteenttentury advice writings on gonorrhoea typically promoted marriage
and condemned promiscuity, but especially concerning the moneyedcldeseenary
attitudes and commercial interests in medical literature on venereal disease also accounted
for this focus on wealthy, potential custorpatients-*’ Yet, print culture occupied a
complicated position.

Several medical texts were simultanegusbralizing and lewd, simultaneously
advocating the healthy maintenance of animal spirits anat@etfol while also inciting the
readersod6 senses and sexual desires. Further,
that sexuatontact was not the omode of transmission. Babies were also born with the

disease, and weturses and nursing infants infected each dtfi@everal stories also

2l i sa Wynne Smith, fAiThe Body Embarrassed? Re
Eisghteenthc entury Engl aGerdler & HistoryE3r na.ri €2610)026.

Ibid.
14 bid.
“Kathryn Norber g, f Fte Mence@ry Gax anel VemerealtDiseader o st i t
17301 8 2 i Sewret Malady40-1.
6 pudley RyderThe Diary of Dudley Ryder, 1745716 trans. and ed. William Matthews
(London, Methuen, 19393, 2 7 . In that entry for Thurs. Sep
thewat er so0 and was talking to Dr. Lee. ADr. L
his blood was corrupted and his seed so bad by the pox that it was impossible for him to get
a child that could |ive. 0 Willoam Mhéeét Kewgod s
blood.
%7 For discussion on prostitutes, libertines, and venereal disease, see Randolph Trumbach,
AChapter Seven: SekandthecGerdder Revaudon:s/elume Orie;n
Heterosexuality and the Third Gender in Enlightenment Loii@bitago: University of
Chicago Press, 1998), 1.925.
8 Duncan Medical Cases214.
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circul ated about fif=uihmgby sharihgeeds e,dis Gharlasse coi t u, o
Armstrong related, from shiag clothes, as claimed by a crasressing lady who Armstrong
suspected fabricated her story to cover her unchaste beh&Viglare importantly for
gonorrhoea, several behaviours could contribute to that malady, although they were not
specifically sexualThere was uncertainty about why some became ill after congress with an
unclean person while others did nttWhat caused the variations in the severity of
symptoms among patients? How were these diseases spread during sexual ¢&ngress?
Where wabot bk fievedams thess ntertainties, the effects on animal
spirits were consistently advanced in eighteemhtury treatment adverts, moral tracts,
pathology treatises, and case studies.
From Pleasure to Pain

The first sign of gonorrhoear wenereal infection generally, was an impulsive
desire for se reminding the infirmed from whence the coming sorrows came. As the

physician Ni kol ai Detl ef Falck wrote, fAln the b
gonorr hia, t hetimpladad ioeemdry, andwillgometanes! hgve nocturnal
emi ssi ons, e vHtisunmanoyfhawsmardy physicians ncluded this symptom

in their descriptions, perhaps a remnant from the extensive plagiarism and liberal copying

among authors, but rabdefinitely a clear message that from sexual desire springs pain and
destruction. This Atitillation felt in the part
frequent, es pe'®Althdugh yotthehmmst hairowingosgmptorn, it signaled

that something was amiss with the animal spirits and that the organs of generation were

acting abnormally. A surgeon from Wolverhampton, Thomas Garlick, related that he knew
iseveral young Gentl emen, who in the Height of
Desire of Women, t“hThissurgein dasire/happenddeorinfedtedme . 0

women also. Jean Astruc, professor of medicine at Montpellier and Paris, described a

149 Armstrong,Virulent Gonorrhoea2.

130 |pid.

151 Duncan Medical Cases214.

%2 Theories discussed included miasmas, pus, corrupted seed, and bad humours.

133 See John Andreéd\n Essay on the Theory and Cure of the Venereal Gonorrhoea, and the
Diseases which happen in Consequence of that Dis¢kdedon, 1777), 1-2. Andree

described his dissection investigations for the seat of gonorrhoea. Boerhaave listed four seats
of gonorrioea that corresponded to sequential stages as the malady progressed. Herman
BoerhaaveD r . Boerhaaveds Academi cal (LbrelantWwir es on t he
Innys, 174246),5: 79.

134 Falck, Venereal Diseasé7. See John Astrud, Treatise of th&enereal Disease, in Six

Books trans. William Barrowby (London, 1737), 1: 247. Astruc mentioned pleasant

sensation as important for diagnosing gonorrhoea.

135 Smyth,New Treatisg14.

1% Garlick, Mechanical Account.
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frequent and i fthevdgimenwitlaan grecfion of thé€liwristeyen o
without Il aschvious thoughts. o

Yet, this unwarranted desire and arousal went unsatisfied. A stock name in venereal
disease discussions, William Cockburn, described how in the infected of both sexes an
AEffIl ux of Matter o wafBesirgo ta ndc ewdiuCladu sfer, u o r o WEtf
Sense f P | &% ikawiseg thedsurgeon John Clubbe wrote that, once genitalia were
di seased, fievery stimulus applied to them wh
independent of the mind, as forcibly astbg most desirable object, involuntary emissions
must neces saThisihvpluntary sepual deside and arousal was cursed with
insensibility, even upon emission. Importantly, these symptoms were definitive for
gonorrhoea generally: a frequent anddluntary loss of seed without pleasurable feeling.
The late seventeenttentury medical professor, Robert Johnson, likewise differentiated
simple gonorrhoeas as being synonymous to th
Flux of natural Seed of Mamro Wo man u Hlwihtetr iem |, y @onotrhoediei f t he
virulent, it is apraeludiumt o t h 18! Ndneatheless, both kinds of gonorrhoea involved

an insensible loss of seed and unnatural moments of ardasatding toGeorge Warren, a

surgeon, when fiSeed i s thrown out without Pl
Gonor,ychivhi ch disorder also included ANoctur
simple gonorrhoea is differendsfromimpure t he ACon
Embr al®Eheseudn nat ur al runnings of sestimulusto Astruc
acts of Venery will PB/iHe dalrddmeratetl adblortatt e dP &
sememrmay be collected in grbhasefimptenpgwen t os

| u $%tTheeefore, a continued loss of seed in a gonorrhoea inhibited healthy lust and desire.
The association between desire and gonorrhoea worked anottéethese who
were unusually inclined to sex were more prone to gbioeas. The author of the 1673

bookProthylantinonsuggested thdiPockie Women ar e most i nfectious 0

157 Astruc, Treatise of the Venereal Disse 1: 260.

138 Cockburn,Symptoms, Nature, Cause, and C@@.

159 John ClubbeAn Essay on the Virulent Gonorrhoea; in which the Different Opinions

Respecting the Treatment of the Disease are Carefully Exaifhioedon, 1786), 26.

180 3ohnsonEnchiridion Malicum 286.

%1 |bid.

%2\Warren,New Method of Curing 1. See Thomas Wil lis, fPharm
First and Sherc.onWi IPairst6 so H(umnaoh, L6848, 271 FriedARdhy si c k é
Hoffmann,A System of the Practice of Mediciji®ndon, 1783 2: 407. Both Willis and

Hoffman made the same distinction between simple and virulent gonorrhoea.

183 Astruc, Treatise of the Venereal Diseade 332.

**Ibid., 1: 333.
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andHumours are most agitated and heated Withe, Heating Drinksandburning Lust ‘&
Concerns about heating venom and humours shiftedrtoerns about agitating animal

spirits. In hisThe Scourge of Venus and Merculghn Sintelaer gave an anecdote about a

man of A28 or 30 Years of AgeMenewbuwalsitoei ng
frequent Debaucheries in Wine and aluxuribis et , had simplet racted ¢éa
Gonor.r'hPlaaci ng even wider r eDsrhestic Madiciren s, Wi
recommended that Avenereal pleasures and

hor seback, ardikewise, Edwarddtrotoer, authar ofbe Practical

not on

| am

i ol ent
m

Physician for Travellers expl ai ned t hat gonorrhoea fAhappens

because of the fAShocks gi'@verstimylatedangnalodd Cr eat ur e

spirits were liable to leak out and causesame pathology as a venereal infection. For this

reason, medical advice usually recommended

venereal imaginati on ¥Desiel adoushleandsahyundriner ofs | y
vigorous motions simply exacetted the already disturbed spirits. The bady the mind
had to be guarded against unsettling the spirits to dissasing extents.

While gonorrhoea muted pleasure, it enhanced pain and discomfort. Cockburn gave
a physiological explanation of thisswih f r om pl easure to pain:
more exposed to harsh Feelings, so that Bodies that either gave Pleasure or did not affect
these Parts with any sor t'lo6thefwsred, riemves thatc a n
once conveyed pleasupecame attuned to painful stimulus. The most distinct pain occurred
during urination, but phimoses and glandular swelfifigs the testicles and groin also
caused unease. Penile phimosis, according

its nervous Fibres, contract them violently, and so render its whole Substance rigid, crisp,

185 . s., Prothylantinon, or, Some Considerations of a Notable Expedient to Rodtéut t
French Pox from the English Nation with Excellent Defensive Remedies to Preserve
Mankind from the Infection of Pocky Won{eondon, 1673), 46.

1% John SintelaeThe Scourge of Venus and Mercury, Represented in a Treatise of the
Venereal Diseas@ondon,1709), 140.

87william Buchan,Domestic Medicine: or, a Treatise on the Prevention and Cure of
Diseases by Regimen and Simple Medigig¥®d. (London, 1772)611. See Clubbé&ssay

on the Virulent Gonorrhoea4. Clubbe recommended avoiding horsebatk rin g , Avi ol

retaining vessels are so extremely relaxed, as to perngéthmal juices to pass off upon
the slightest stimulus, as a luscious idea, or conversation with a woman, after straining at the

di scharge of the excr e meAShertTreatise omOnanesm;orr i d i

the Detestable Vice of S&blluti o n(leondon: printed and sold by Fletcher and Co.,
1767), 2930.

188 Edward StrotherThe Practical Physician for Travellers, whether by Sea or Land
(London, 1729), 178.

19 samuel Foart Smmon@b ser vati ons on t h@on@n,n#0),dsé. t he

70 Cockburn,Symptoms, Nature, Cause, and C@2.
"1 Known as buboes.
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and tense. And from hence likewise proceeds the Curvation Bkthig and that exquisite

Pain felt in Erection, which we call@hordee & With such pain, Astruc was certain that
fineither the Man therefore, nor the Woman, a
Gonorrhfa, can under go Ve n é%Agan)thedausofthp! i ne w
diseasd sex® was restricted by the diase. Regarding testicular pain, Warren suggested

t hatTegtitlesmer e | i kewi se often swell 6début from t
Inflammation and Pain are communicated fromihethraby means of” t he Ner v
This notion of consent was centraliow symptoms and sensations radiated from the seat of
infection, in the genitairinary canal, throughout the entire body. In eighteestitury

nervous bodies, the entire constitution sympathized with hurting genitalia.

Description of the exact sourcepdin varied greatly; one author termed it a
fimorbifick™aoddavVienbmd an facitd mothreferdaus er odi
burning or caustic qualities reminiscent of the burning sensatiardor urinae For many
of the infected, this pain would eveally subside as the disease ran its course. However,
some were not so fortunate as to have the disease readily quit their bodies. Encouraging the
il to seek medical assistance, Armstrong ca
acontinuedcaus e of venery, many painful atH’'d danger
The welkltravelled and prolific medical practitioner, instructor, and writer, Gideon Harvey
wrote extensively on venereal disease. In his 1678 caseGasig MediceChirurgicushe
obseved the constitutional effects of gonorrhoea as dependent upon disrupted animal spirits:
ifAt |l ength, there was so great a Debilitatio
frequent return of the Pains, and regurgitation of the venomous Gleet,aftdimes cast
the Patient int€CatalepticF i t'%§T.hé s woeful state of Harveyos
worsened, with AHis Body being dayly more an
and Strength extremely impairing, God Almighty was pleased teettddim of all his
mi s e t”iDeriag the time of animal spirit physiology, anything that seriously affected the
nerve® even sensatiodswasted the body.

Medical texts depicted the progression of pain in gonorrhoea with the intention of

filingreaderswih anxi ety and apprehension, thereby s

172 perry,Mechanical Account and ExplicatipB65.

173 astruc, Treatise of the Venereal Diseade 260.

4 \warren,New Method of Curings4.

75 A Full and Plain Narrative of All the General Symptoms of a Clamdon?: s.n.,1728)

4,

" Thomas GibsoiT he Anat omy of Hu ma(hondom b682),829. Epi t 0 mi

17 Armstrong,Virulent Gonorrhoea8.

178 Gideon HarveyCasus MediceChirurgicus, or, a Mst Memorable Case, of a Noble

Mgan Deceased wherein is (LBridanw678),1B8%5. s Lor dshi po
Ibid.
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medical advice and remedies. This competition for customers prompted Bree to complain
that, even though treating venereal di sease was

evel physician and every apothecary (if we except the most respectable part of the

profession) wil/l greedily grasp®Bheseal | the cases
di sputes reveal, as Roy Porter descrsiebed, how s
of massive controversies between O0generalistsd &

surgeons, and bet we'®Aclameugofirhedicalsauttzoritids amdmpi ri cs. 0
remedy vendors proffered their own opinions and w&fesften enticing custorms with
promises of pain alleviation. Yet, remedies to relieve pain from sexual disease usually
promised pitifully little, as instanddiy the commonly prescribed poultice of bread crumbs
and mill® a bettercurefor hunger than paitf®
Running Seed, Low 3t
Painful urination was not the only sure and early sign of gonorrhoea; as Edward
Dunn wrot e, i t h e Distempeérafea Kunnirfg bf @ peow,dfownt on i s

180 Bree,Observations Upon the Venereal Dised&e

®'Roy Porter, fA6Laying Aside Any Private Advant ac
Di s e a SecretMaladyb2.

perry began his discussion on the disease by act
empl oyed, and several Vol umBlechamaaliAtcouatand upon t hi s
Explication 254. This unwieldy corpus of texts on venereal disgaompted some

eighteentkcentury authors like Jacques Daran and Jean Astruc to offer extensive

bi bliographies on the subject. Daran provided a
Treatise: 0 NAl bert t he Gr eatmas)Blaftad, t i , Astruc, E
Cardanus, Clesus, Cockburne, Col. De Villars, Cowper, Herman (Paul), Hippocrates,

Hoffman (Frederick), Lister, Littre, Masson, Mayerne, Musitanus, Palfin, Fliny, Sydenham,

Ucai, Ver c elomptet iTrealise hahe Hinulent Gonoreap87-88. When Jean

Astruc wrote his monument al treatise on venereal
index of all the authors fiWho have written part.
édi fferent authors, andam, Ddnielurner,Heorman udes Thomas
Boerhaave, Jean Astruc, William Cockburn, and John Hunter all were all seen as insightful
andwelv er sed on the topic. Peter Clare also referr

Turnerds of 1731, anlcatifeor r h h av §bordon, 781}, ar Cl ar e,
2. Duncan | auded B oMeditalaCasexRa®.sSamuel Fdart Sinbbnonsc a n

referred especially to Sydenham, Boerhaave, and Astruc. Sim@bsearvations on the

Cure, preface. These authorities tended to appeaotimnly their own texts; flagrant

plagiarism was common, which situation led Nicholas Robinson to lament in his 1736

treatise that i most of our Modern Writers, have
Fal | oTreatissd the Venereal Diseablr, Wisanarb s ei ght h Book of Obseryv
orGedionHarve§ s Di ssertati on o/rentutse UDondl,s kibrdtl iatsul ed, Hi
Robinson A New Treatise of the Venereal Diseflsendon, 1736), 5. Allen labeled

Harveyds work fAa quWagdsypSinld8.72 screed. o0 All en,

18 Armstrong,Virulent Gonorrhoea 39. Armstrong suggested that @A
poul tice, is the easiest prepared, and one of th
ma t u rThetrgmedy was also advisedfilliam Ellis, An Essay on theue of the

Vener eal Gonorrhia, in a New Me(ltohdomd1771Wi t h Some C
29.
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greenMatter, sometimes also bloody, a great and intoler®ai@ in makingWater, ‘&'
Attending practiti oMatteds icnl ocsaellcyu |eaxtdtm gn etdh etihri
According to Cockburn, the colour of the running indicated whether the gonorrhoea would
continue, worsen, or subsif& Some differentiated simple and venereal goragds by
different secretion colouré’ But, authors disagreed as to what this mattéat soiled and
stained pati ent @&actdlywas Many writerd todk theirgue framtthe e s
mal ady6s name, and understood the running ma
as corruptd or unprolific. But empirical observations ran counter to that traditional notion.
As Gideon Harvey described inhis1870 t t | e Venus Unmaskodd

the matter that drops out at the Yard, is neither Seed nor seedy; for Seed be

it never s o yalow,brgmdntyetit\vlidkeepitsot |,

clamminess, and be ropy, so that it may be drawn from one another between

ones fingers; whereas that which gleets in the Running of the Reins, is not at

all clammy or ropy, nor can it be drawn between the fingerdabstall

into small drops, and is perfect matter, such as is bred in Ulcers. Besides,

should all that dropping in a pocky running be Seed, it would wast a Man to

nothing*®®
Some eighteenthentury authors, such as Garlick likewise argued that it wasiectéd
seed, butratherpd®Yet , many foll owed Harveyds perspec
corruption of seed with gonorrhoea. Therefore, considering the amount of animal spirits
expended in creating seed, the continual and insensible loss ofisestdried nervous and
physiological collapse.

Older theories and anecdotal evidence emphasized the role of seed in generating or
spreading the disease, such as in the theory that venereal disease came from the mixing of

several menos '““SFalekdupdoned thimtieeoryy anohét length expounded

18 Edward DunnA Compendious and New Method of Performing Chirurgical Operations,

fit for Young Surgeond.ondon, 1724), 181.

185 See Thomas WillisThe Remiming Medical Works of that Famous and Renowned

Physician Dr. Thomas Willidondon, 1681), 9Full and Plain Narrative4; Turner,

Discourse Concerning Gleetsxiv; and George Fordyc&lements of the Practice of

Physig 2™ ed. (London, 1768), 2: 135.

18 Cockburn,Symptoms, Nature, Cause, and GU&e.

187Warren,New Method of Curingl0-1.

GideonHarveyL i tt 1 e Venus Unmasko6d, or, a Perfect
(London, 1670), 48.

189 Garlick, Mechanical Accountl.

199 For several explicit account§ women having sex with a multitude of men in a short

period of time without the consequence of venereal disease, see Nbageees and

Symptomgs24. Marten, therefore, confuted the mixed seed theory for the origination of the

pox. Many medical authorsuch as Warren, understood the disease as originating from the

AiMi xture of Divers S&endviethod dbf CuringbbeConecernimg. War r e
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how fipromi scuous copulation generates the venere
and numerous men or one man and numerous women are inVSVedrefore, certain
debauched behaviours generated n#fections:®? His proof was frontommon
observation:
It is a custom too frequent among the honest tars, to go in parties to a
prostitute, (particularly in places where there are but few of them) to have a
bit of fresh meat as they term it. Jack will next eotm the doctor, and
damn the whoreds eyes and | imbs, that she ha:
think as how Frank and Tom, should escape, as they both boarded her
before him. In like manner, when a siren is let loose amongst a parcel of
good stomachs, thier on board a man of war, or in a camp; though she at
first appears ever so dainty and clean a bit, she will soon proveshifir&®
As convincing as Falckods sailor scenario was, ot
have very little to do with s&l. The surgeon Thomas Gibson thought gonorrhoea was a
ficonti nual 184j/et, heueasormed thaBiteceultl nad heus seed, for if it were,
ithey coul dGanemaeaso lang(dome, thirtyayears) without more notable
weakningandemacat i ng, the fl ux bei'figwasdifficiltaor ge as somet
imagine that a continued loss of seed would not quickly cause death. Yet, accepted
physiology and pathology maintained that the loss of seed, or kind of seed, and animal
spirits prodiced the symptoms of gonorrhoea. Without the loss of animal spirits, there was
no explanation as to wha gonorrhoea should so weakba body and mind. For this
reason, Gideon Harvey had qualified that not fAal
but allowed that some wa¥ While physiologies connected animal spirits, nerves, and seed,
the general opinion was similar to Dunndés: that
Seed andPus '® The idea that only pus ran from infected genitals would riot ga

widespread acceptance until inoculation experiments using pus from ulcers in the latter half

other theories of how venereal disease originated, see Wlgen\ethod of Curing3-4.

Warren reiterated u mer ous t heori es, such as Paracel suso i ¢
originated with a French man with | eprosy havi ng
Woman who had her Termso and al so Dr . Listero6s i

f r om A namd thatitavas Originally derived to the Natives of those Islands from some
Persons who had been bitten by the Serpgntina 0

1 Falck, Venereal Disease34-85.

%2 pid., 79.

193 pid.

1% Gibson,Anatomy of Humane Bodiek20.

% |pid., 127.

¥ HarveylLitleVenus Uméasko6d

7 Dunn,Compendious and New Methdd5.
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of the eighteenth century, around the same time that animal spirit theories faded from
notice®®

The involuntary outflowing or running of seed was more precisgmed a gleet.
This symptom of venereal disease could be dhati and benign or lontasting and utterly
incapacitating, even lethal. A gleet was nearly synonymous with a simple gonorrhoea;
however, some aut hor s ap-penifalendladieg Fekxi@tted t o var
described various injugl est t*WAdateephpard fANer vous
Rational Accountofthe Gleets gave a general definition: MnBy
Involuntaryand almost constant Efflux @ripping away of Matter from a Human Body,
and that in much the same QuantiByfarawhet her
gl eet was most commonly associated with gono
there was also a strong connection witheesv. Geni t al gl eets could o
Exercise oVenery 2 The author of a short tract discussing inoculation trials made on male
and female subjecsuggest ed fia weeping and thin discha
the consequences oftbor e quent embraces; of a gonorr hia
pract®Geeosr.gle Fordyce provided a longer | ist ¢
after the venereal matter has been destroyed or washed off in a vgnereab r; orlit T a
may arise frm general weakeness, severe purging, exercise, frequent coition, cold, and
intoxication with wine, and especially in those who have had long and frequent
g o n o r r2Altlaosgh often an early sign of gonorrhoea, gleets could continue long after
the patienhad recovered from the disease, and in both males and females. The anonymously
authored ond on 6 s -IMffbergbricd iamanled t hat a gl eet was di s

of Matter (altogether free from\éenereal Infection 6 and t hat t d@luoit he Di

MAfter Garlick, JohGo Forpdéedsfrgngaogreatad t hat 0 A
Quantity of thaMucus that lines the urinary canal, which conclusion would later be
affirmed by John Hunterohn FrekeAn Essay on the Art of Healirfgondon, 1748), 194.

Hunter would | ater give the following histor
supposed, that the matter from the urethra i
thatpassage but from observation it wakuntdarhen prov

credits his brother William with making this discovery in 17H8nter,Venereal Disease
29.However,Garlick, as Hunter later would, supposed that transmission of the disasise w

through pus. Garlickylechanical Accountl.

9Felix PlatterP| at erus Gol den Practice of Physick F
(London, 1664) , 4 4 3 . For a si mil @aheVantes of t h
of Philosophy & Physick Togetheiith Directions and Medicines Easily Prepared by any of

the Least Skil{London, 1699), 19, 128.

2% A Rational Account of the Gleets This author also affirmed that a gleet is not a

gonorrhoea (6).

201 Sintelaer Scourge of Venus and Mercuty34.

202 An Eminent SurgeorA Gonorrhoea, and the Effects of the Application of Venereal

Matter, to the Parts (lofdon@Gpe.ch]glb.at i on of Both S
293 Fordyce Practice of Physic2: 135.
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Albug theWhitesin Women, is analogous toGleet or Weepingas some call it) in
Me n?®l i ver perceived that fiGleets are very troub
Wome®Ewven in his 1786 treati se, bdiweentaer acqui esce
gonorrhia and a gl é%Yet geats ganerally alleéd tolasanttnued ai ned. o
running from the urethra or vagina, to the detriment of the nervous system.

Consequences of a gleet were phiogwbdund, for,
enfeeble a man so much as an obstinate gleet; and the younger the patient is, the more there
is to be feared, and *tMedical mrtersegrekdthatdavenarkal t o be c U
gleet could carry itself off, carry on for years withoutttier hurt, or carry the infirmed
straightto the grav®®fi Those who have | ongGolnacrgrditriead under a

expounded Astruc, fAare frequently subject for so
nay sometimes for the rest of their lives, to suéind involuntary discharge sémen

without any sense of pl #dsisuafeeence againtat | east wi t h
insensibility was coupled with a warning that wup

| asci vious t hou g hgteetwibran?%Agam rthe erotie imaginationd t h e
inspired profound pathological effects in the organs of generation.
The most immediate parts to be enfeebled were the gefiftalh e a u fTheor of #
Natural History of théArbor Vite® war ne d Mulkadaw a« afufsesl a manbés membe
be fiDespondd %D°Howaver|theiertire cobstiteiongauld also be affected.
The principle of sympathy that explained how pain radiated through the body also explained
the spread of weakness. Falck gave thesjahygical reason for this debilitatioh: T h at , as
the semen, is the most nervous, and elaborated humour in the body, consequently it drains
the blood, and nutriment, the more of the sustenance peculiar to the support of the nerves;
and whilst it is wastedt cannot but waste the nerves; and consequently the main spring, or

pri mum mobil e, of t H®utmdreocbneisely, Dinmsuggestedtbah i ne . o

24 ondonds -IMbentbri(Loridonall10), 90.

2%5\illiam Oliver, A Practical Dissertation on BathiVaters(London: J. D., 1716), 115.

206 Hunter,Venereal Diseas®4.

207 Falck, Venereal Diseasé?.

2% Eordyce Practice of Physic2: 135.

209 Astruc, Treatise of the Venereal Diseade 331.

?%pid., 331.

“Many medical authors observed this weakness. S
discharge be very great, whether by way of running, or from nocturnal emissions; in either

case the balsamic and spirituous parts of the blood will be gradually exhausteth so as

render the parts of gen@ewdteadtisebl. t ot ally debilitat
25 The Natur alArHios t,odi Thetiibfks df theeEarls of Rochester,

Roscomon, and Dorset: the Dukes of Devonshire, Buckinghamshir@,cfaclon, 1777), 2.

166.

13 Falck, Venereal Diseasel41.
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ficonti nual Ru n Dissipagona fa uS @lshheatasjngdeffect of a gleet
graduallys pr ead, as the AParts adjacent being def
cause Weakness in the Loins, then in the Back, and by degrees affect the whole Body with
Hectick Heats all over *°Lkewise, thaphysicianandr sal Con
surgeon James Cooke suggested that,ift unchecked, gonorrhoea ey
defiles th# whole Body. o

These drastic consequences of a seemingly innocuous dribbling were denied by
someWi I I i am Oliver reasonedowsmaisitpossibl@atogonorr h
suppress it even in the time of sleep, for whether one sleeps or is awake its flow is incessant,

BN

and i mperceptible; 0 however, this mal ady

S5
(72}

unpl e @ 'Siatelger.used his percapt of gonorrhoea as a moderate affliction to argue
that gl eetpueSeedd dl hotheéegy Were pure seed, fno
endure so |l ong and copious a Fluxo as that p
Tabesor Consumptionaswo ul d soon put “#MorgEgniduppodedthiss Day s
conclusion by observing how Asome of the phy
from the urethra, in a legitimate gonorrhi a,
did not grow sdhin, and become enervated, as they must in course have done, from so great
a quantity of hu fMdetmany practitigners didsseehoaat lgadtdaido
they saw, patients with gleets wasting away from a loss of nervougjlice.

In the bodya gleet caused various wasting diseases, specifically consurftions
and tabes dorsalf?A But t r ul y PhthisisamdTabesedr mse amfoned Thomas
fiin their proper signification denote an Atr
debility of strength.o Willis, |l i ke successi:

away of the whole body takes its rise from the meer fault of the blood, or chiefly from the

214 Dunn,Compendious and New Methdd1.

215 Oliver, Practical Dissertation 115.

2% Cooke,Mellificium Chirurgize,234.

217 Areteeus, of CappadociA,r et Pus, Consi s ttiamsglohoKoffi ght Bo ok
(London: J. Walter anw/. Richardson, [17857]), 224.

?18 Sintelaer Scourge of Venus and Mercuf36.

219 Giambattista MorgagniThe Seats and Causes of Diseases Investigated by Anatomy

(London, 1769), 2: 607.

220\illis, Dr . Wi | | i,266s Practice

221 Also called thisis and now knowas tuberculosis.

22 A degenerative nerve disorder now known to follow from syphilis. According to the

introduction toSecretMalady Al f a person developed tertiar
announced by symptoms similar to the second stage, he or sliemast likely also

develop the disease in his/her brain and throughout his/her cardiovascular system. Dementia
and death would foll ow, but the process coul
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ner v o u & Thewearcassooiation of gonorrhoea with tabes dotsdlig/illis to further
0 b s e r viabes Domalisalfhough it hath almost lost its name in this our Age, or
perhaps changed it into a GonorrhoeaHippocratesnakes mention of it, and handling it
avowedly, he assigned a twofold kind thereti#,onefrom immoderate Venery, and the
other from a distil | a? Besidesthatdlingconfladon Smhes e of t he
dorsalis with gonorrhoea, little revision was made of the Hippocratic nosology, although the
connection between a loss of seed aerve diseases was emphasized by Willis and others
throughout the er&’

For Willis, this loss of seed in either males or females could be voluntary such as in
sexual intercourse or masturbation, or involuntary such as in the case of disease rinjury, o
nocturnal emission€?

The immoderate use of Venery, yea involuntary efflux of the seed, if it be

either great or continual, producéaéntness in the whole body, and at

length a pining away. The reason of this (as we have intimated in another

place) isnot, that the seed, according to the opinion of some, descends from

the Brain through the Nerves into the spermatic bodies, and from thence, by

reason of a great loss thereof first the Brain, and then the parts, all

depending on the influence of the SgEigpringing from thence, become

infirm and pine away’’

22Wi llis, fAPharmaceutice RabDomaMWi ) i,6bs Prastiasl
25.

224 |bid., 27.

225 Oliver, Practical Dissertaton 115 . J o GamarboeaNodtumal Botluticins,

want of Nouri shment o as c aknsh&idion blddicuen85n s umpti ons.
Wi I l'is, APharmaceutice RatDonaMWit)isbe Prastiar

27. For the connection between masturbation and gonorrhoea in eighteentty medical

di scussions, see Michael-Polfution, Arixiety, gdthedBdiiyy Unmal y Vi
i n the Ei gh tSeceliistbry ofEMediting3, o, 12000): 4. This connection

was also described ¥ Short Treatiseon Onanisihn The fr equent repetition of
execrable pleasures induce an infinitude of the worst disordetsasu_ethargies,

Vertigobds, Atrophys, Apopl exies, Pal si es, Lownes
Amauroses, a Tabes Dorsalis, and the worst species of Gonorrhaea, most commonly attended

with an utter impotence as to real enjoyments; beside amivenable train of various

ner vous cSharplteatiserom Gnanisrb3.

2"Wi Il lis, fAPharmaceutice RatDonaWi ) i,sbe Prastial
27. Willisalsosuggestesi That fr om t heVenupaso tomramitveteteu s e o f
Gonorrhoea, from Stumous or running Ulcers, and other Impostumes, by which much of the

nervous Juyce i s wasted, a |l eanné3é&eot owasbifng o
the seed causing a Consumption is sometimes voluntary, of which satatiess and

prone to Venery do suffer: sometimes involuntary; of which aftbete are divers kinds.

For in some it only happens by dr &dlisns or obscene
fPhar maceuti ce Rational DsWil tihed&EPPsactaincde Second
Similarly, Astruc commented that AA plentiful se

spirituous parts of the blood will be degrees be exhausted, and bring on a viRtstiigis
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Thissortofbrairdr ai n t hrough Athe | oss of seedd mear
fdefrauded of its due share, 0 but that fiat |
motive as nutritive, doh waver a’fidi i ona :1é sihn opoint was th
Whoremongers are sensible of a great debility about their Loins, and the parts placed below
t h e’MNearly a century later the physician and maidwife J. H.Smyth explained that
i wh e rare attacked by acute disorders, we must inevitably submit to their force, for want
of the most essenti al s upPThepeatutedisorders gor at e t
frequently afflicted the brain.

Whether a gleet immediately affected the blood ovas juice did not matter;
animal spirits were still critically disruptetlarvey applied these consequences to a gleet
from a severed nerve, which caused #dAl nfl amma
sometimes Syncopees, and upon their continuationhDE&A c cor di ng t o Camds
reckoningi when the Venom has been a | ong Sojournct
Solids, and particularly thidervesandBones This is a dismal Scene indeed, and many a
Bill of Mortality is hid under the Name of a genfdecay, and a Consumption, which had its
Beginning Phikkeei StewSmygth cautioned, when 0
becomes impoverished with an u®PHisArPradticap ot enc e
Essay on the Venereal Diseasgnich went lirough at least 28 editions by the end of the
century detailed how At he health and vigour bei
old age must inevitably ensue; the certain result of these execrable and inordinate passions,
even in the very bloom gfouth: and | assure the reader, with the greatest veracity, that this
vice, too early or excessive venery, and the venereal disease, (with the assistance of
mercury) increase the bills of mortality more than all the disorders incident to the human
b o d%/ Théeough an understanding of nervous fluids, which invigorated both body and
mind, medical authors saw illicit or excessive sexual behaviour as having absolutely
debilitating effects.
Gonorrhoea and Mental Iliness

Melancholy, hypochondria, and hysteriflieted those whose brains suffered from
low spirits, and gonorrhoea was the definitive pathology for losing spirits through continued

excretion of seed. The brain, however, produced animal spirits and, through those spirits,

andTabes Dorsalisfor the same reason, and from the samese as in those who waste

gzsh emsel ves with i mmbehtise o theeVenéreal Riseade383. Ast r uc ,
Ibid.

229 |pid.

280 Smyth,New Treatise53.

81 Harvey,Casus MediceChirurgicus 30-1.

232 cam,Rational and Useful AccourttO.

233 Smyth,NewTreatise 52-3.

234 |bid.
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exerted influence over thegans of generation. Therefore, as eighteestitury pathology
had it, nervous disorders of the mind could bring on venereal disorders, including
gonorrhoea. This mutual influence, or vicious circle, hinged upon the idea that animal
spirits, mental welbeng, and sexuality were interdependent and necessarily balanced for
good health.

John Marten described this connection between mental illness and sexual disease in
great detail:

The Symptoms which presage such Consumptions as these, are (in Men

affected vith a plentifulRunningof theReing Hypochondriacal

Oppressions, Melancholly, and too much Thoughtfulness, with loss of

Appetite, decay of Strength &c. but in Women that have been long afflicted

with the Whites flowing in a great quantity, are a sofidaoloted habit of

Body, a swarthy and pale Countenance, MistericalFits, a remarkable

lassitude and weariness of the Body, swellings in the Legs, and decay of

Strength, all which Symptoms proceed from the same Cause, to wit, from

the poor dispirited Bture of the Blood®®
For both sexes, mental afflictions and sexual maladies perpetuated each other. Richard
Mortonds treatise on consuihpugeest editghatal Atyh @rud
nothing that destroys the Appetite, and confirms a Consampnore than Grief and
S a d n €' ®assiods and appetites were similarly affected by both gonorrhoea and

consumption. However, passions and emotions could also be the cause of disease. For

exampl e, Martends treati se epembmarentlesss how emot i cC
susceptible to venereal infection: Athe raging L
Congress, may have a Power to dilate, or some wa

making them prone to the dised¥Sometimes, however, txperience of gonorrhoea by
those with nervous disorders was i magined. AHY poO

Imaginations are as endless as they are groundless, will at those times that they are really

2% Marten,Degrees and Sympton#05. These pathological connections were reiterated by
Ri chard Morton: AThe Symptoms which presage this
observed to be these, to wit, ldgpochondriacaDppressia, Melancholy, and too much
Thoughtfulness, with a Decay of Strength, and Loss of Appetite in Men that are affected
with a plentiful Running of the Reins; but in Women that have long afflicted with the Whites
flowing in a great Quantity, a soft and bloutédbit of the Body, a squalid and pale
Countenance, together wittystericalFits, a remarkable Weariness, and decay of
Strengt h. 0 Rhthisholagiador, Mireatiseal Consumptigiiondon, 1720),

20.

%See C. S. Br eat hnRhthikiglogid Bauroahad thedRoydlSoctety of 6 s
Medicine91, no. 10 (1998): 55%2.

237 Morton, Phthisiologig 21.

2% Marten,Degrees and Sympton889.
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infected, thoé but wi onfs, fanay themsavesiten tintesveorsel g e n't
t han t he §°Some typochomrdriaes.ingisted on treatment for venereal diseases,
although they had no symptoms because, as Ma
Mel anchol | y po $8enmpaeacyienal@seauld bceui When t he
Spirits are depressed by Trouble, Grief, Fear, Passions of the Mind, Hypochondriack
Melancholy, oveiT h o u g h't f ul n e$Bree agieedmithythis agsessmient, and
speci fied how fAan excess of anxiety in the p
of constant uneasine®s upon the nervous syst
Conversely, gonorrhoea | aid thtesfidleoundati
mental sequelae from a gleet ranged from feeling a little lugubrious to committing suicide.
Such pathology provided the plot for a 1731 poem enfitteglHyp The narrative tells of a
fiKni ght 8s Co mbendrealWThe tarribBst cMerstera e &9 gonorrhoea.
This mal ady was discovered by his urine and
AndMind® Ext r e mel y mif°@he cainbijatoo df gpidits, &pleen, and
melancholy pointed squarely to hypochondria, one of thetwgnsptoms of gonorrhoea.
Further sensationalizing the mental consequences of venereal disease, Marten re
introduced a related malady nearly forgotten in the early eighteenth cdataryterinus
As he described, fs omé&teriy bemaqgridvauslyafilitted ith r end e
Madnesgrom theWomb calledFuror Uterinus or WombFury. & According to his
treati se, furor uterinus aros@nafrom a vehen
Embracementoverpowering the Rational Faculty so far, thad #Woman is continually
almost, in all Places and Companies, talking wantonly and lasciviously, laying aside all
Modesty, and by Words and Gestures, inviting all the Men she comes at, to have to do with
h e ' This account affirmed the notion that bold amdiecent female behaviour could be
entirely and uncontrollably derived from the influence of genitdliat as in the case of
gonorrhoea, mentalsbrders went hanth-hand with infertility. Sterility in both women and
men indicated major constitutionaiglblems, implicating everything from digestive
insufficiency to muscle spasms, but very often fertility problems involved both the mind and

reproductive organs. Like the symptoms following furor uterinus, male sterility caused a loss

2% bid., 40.

20 bid., 42.

241 John MartenGonosologium Novum: or, a New System of all the Secret Infirm and
Diseases, Natural, Accidental, and Venereal in Men and Wdbagon, 1709)42.

242 Bree,Observations Upon the Venereal Diseat@.

243 SimmonsObservations on the Curéo.

244 The Hyp, a Burlesque Pogdirondon, 1731), 3.

245 bid., 49.

246 Marten,Degrees an®ymptoms423.

247 bid., 4234.
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of bodily abilities, nental reasoning, and masculine behaviétfi.| nsuf f i ci ency of t he
GenitalLi quor in Men, 0 Marten expounded, resul ted f
excessive Evacuations, Watchings, &c . Hunger, Co
immoderate Exercis€®’ Like immoderacies in behaviour and environment, mental and
emotional excesses could cripple male reproductive abilities by affecting the animal spirit
economy.

Boerhaave labeled venereal disease PateuSo f a D7’ Sydeahmma ; 0
similarly declared that fAthe shapes of Proteus,
numerous and inconsistent, than the ¢ariations o
Providing some equality in the typically disadvantageous ggats of hysteria,
Giambattista Morgaghni suggested that there was T
for the fAmultiform di sorders of womeno that, by
hysterical affections or efgoseal hehygoshodoinsoidens
He referred to the nerNeaapathianta | vahdii cehs iorfd ibcoa the ds efikte
chief disorder i &°Morathan btleer diserdens,dhese nesrgl and e m. 0
mental conditions were investigated and defined tjiiatase studies. Morton cited a case of
aneighteetyearol d gi rl who df el |l into a total Suppressi
multitude of Cares and Passions of her Mind, but without any Symptom of-Giaaress
foll owi nyShue owa $ thdratodying atNight, and continual pouring upon
Books, to expose herself both Day and Night to the Injuries of the Air, which was at that
time extremely cold, not without sofMed manifest F
She continuedtwo yearsunti s he had A fFrietqusednta nFda iwatsi nigl i ke a Sk
only clad with Sk*Inthetreatide ehis saseisimnaetidtety folloddd e d .
by one of a sixteegearold boy who also had a nervous consumption. He followed

Mortondbésiabamndentli s Studies, to go into the Cou

?*% |bid., 4.

249 Marten,Gonosologium256. William Harvey correlated obesity with sterility. William
Harvey,Lectures on the Whole of Anatomy: an Annotated Translation of Prelectiones
Anatomiae Universalis t r a n s . ,alleg RraderickePoyntérbaitl Kenneth Russell
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1961), 47.

%0 BperhaaveTreatise on the Venereal Diseage Quétel also described it as a protean
diseaseHistory of Syphilis77.

> Thomas Sydenham quoted in Petf€ases of Insanity75.

252 Morgagni,Seats and Causge®: 6289.

*>3bid., 629.

5 Morton, Phthisiologia 8.

%% |pid., 8.

2% |pid., 9.
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a Milk Dieto along with prescribed medicines
Me a s & rFer baih sexes, intensive study or thought threatened mental and bodily health.
Hypochondria and hysteria were particular to the types of people likely to have fine
sensibilityd the cultured, wellborn, mannered, and edudatedd they were maladies not
just of the mind, but of Hypdclkeondnasidaid@smany o hn Hi
qualities that raised the likelihood of suffering that mental disease. He suggested certain
classes were especially susceptible, whether because of inherited traits or chosen
lifestyles?*® One example was the English poet Edward Young, who Hippesed died of
hypochondria. Hill concluded that hypochondr
fithe best and mo s Lifestye playedera smallmoderingnartaging the 0
di sease. Hi Il advi sed t acebeananeed, tbrwe bré writhgc e s s e s
to men of better and of nobler minds, than can be tempted to that humiliating vice. Those
who in this disorder have too great an appetite, must not indulge it; much eaten was never
well digested: but of all excesses the trfagal in this case is that of venery. It is the excess
we s p e®8Descaptionsoof hysteria and hypochondria were broad; yet, they very
specifically aimed at the genteel and had a precise and regular connection between emotions,
thoughts, sexual organoutward appearance, nerves, and spirits.
Eighteenthcentury satirists found these affected nervous disorders of the privileged
irresistible. These pathologies represented uplaeis extravagance and medical effrontery,
with suggestions of sexual disier. Vitulus AureusThe Gold Calf published miecentury
in London and originally authored by Friedrich Christian Schoenau under the pseudonym
Joakim Philander, spoofed the seventeesttitury alchemical treatise on transmuting lead
into gold by the Dutie physician Johann Friedich Helvetius. In Yiisulus AureusSchoenau
di scussed the Ahyp, 0 suggesting it was a dis
a great many Gentlemen, particuf@hely in the
narratorgives a case of an established and reputable gentleman bachelor who frequented
country estates and compl ained that fAthe onl
i nnocent Life, is that dHypackdeumt abil ¢de Di S0 menp
de¢ ai |'s about this mal ady, nHeupsdf Gontinirgthe i n t he
description, he suggests it affected weldo gentlemen of any age and makes them

iSowre, Gl oomy, Mor ose, SuspieiHknows, Whi msi ca

257 i
Ibid., 10.
2%8 John Hill,Hypochondriasis: A Practical Treatise on the Nature and Cure of that
Disorder(London, 1766), 7Hill also suggested thabme ethnicities were more prone to it:
Greeks, Jews, Spaniards, and American Indians.
259 [|hi
Ibid., 8.
299 |hid., 30.
261 Joakim PhilandelVitulus Aureus: The Gold CalEondon, 1749), 169.
?%?|bid., 171.
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what®The authorés advertised therapeutic |l ooking
cases.

The hyp, according to this farcical tract, wi
from certain gloomy Clouds abounding in the imaginary Faculty; which flymtp the
Religion of the Judicial, offuscate the Rays of Reason, and cast such a Damp on them, they

264, I

canot exert themselves with any“dheeady Equality
narrator further differentiates the hyp into categories with absuralses: the whim or
AMaggot, o the sullens or AMgelloicgl elss 00 tthlee ACTr i n
visionaries, the nREmMe i pwllesws oor AMAUItI it grdelss dhav
Spiritséso cloggdd, that they itolffThdyalsohemsel ves i
suffer from obscur ed rceraoscoknl.e sioCrw enrkeu npsroo noer tfioH oficfk
themselves dying; then on a sudden bursting forth into profuse Laughters, without Rhyme or
Reas®@mRanti polesod or AAltitsdWememyr et imdt!| i ma Wen
with some of both Sexes, o although offfy females
Philander described it as fiworse than Madnesso i
Fellows, and old ones too, who commit Ten ThousartchkZagances, because it is their
Humour forsooth, are more or |l ess pushdédd on by t
funaccountable Freaks and Salliesé[are] but evid
and that their Spirits are hurried on by otherimps es t han t hose®f Nature a
Like so many pathologies of the time, this satire explained the English disposition to
hypochondria as a consequence of climate, diet, and behaviours; but, he also emphasized the
ill -effects of holding positions gfower, such as the English country gentry’didin
satirizing those social figures, the tract connected their loose lifestyles with distempered
spirits and hypochondria.

Melancholy and gonorrhoea resembled and evidenced each other, and both maladies
reailted from problems with the animal spirits. Individuals afflicted with the former illness
could be suspected of having the latter. For instance, this connection between gonorrhoea
and mel ancholy may have -pbraeptisntagarhgptondriacme s Boswel | 6
Several prominent melancholic characters in literature presented this possibility of low

spirits from a running of their reins. Another s

2%% |bid., 172.

2%% |bid., 1734.

**These descriptions of hypochondria are clearly
AMor bus Hy p o cRhoemsadnr SewmlOscasihondon, 1748): 284802.

266 philander Vitulus Aureus177.

2°7 |bid., 178.

2%% |bid., 182.

**%|pid., 183.

?%Ipid., 1867.
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ofNotar @, 6 which poem told ofimnedi serhyhnbfayyV
As the narrative went, fiOne Ti me, poor Wretc
cat ch 2&Th€motany endured all of the varied symptoms, underwent a cure, and
fivYet, after af?Asimilar cuthudgeanly gemtlemsmn figiwe from a
senti ment al novel was TreetEkpadi#tion®frlarhphreyt t 6 s pr ot
Clinker, the Welsh squirtatthew Bramble. With his constant anxieties about health,
Bramble sought the advice of aquackatBh and, to Brambl eds offen
having a venereal infectid® Old claps were often depicted as afflictions of the irritable
and fickle, like squire Bramble. The idiosyncrasies of people with exceptional sensibility
verged on mental illnesgihich were often attributed to problems in the body.

The mental ilinesses associated with sensibility and delicate nerves were especially
brought to notice by William Perfect in his late eighteerghtury collection of studies
calledCases of Insanitythe Epilepsy, Hypochondriacal Affection, Hysteric Passion, and
Nervous Disorders, Successfully Treatédhccording to Perfect, mental disorders derived

ifrom some fault in the nervous sUBstance, Ww
Similar to Sydenhaths pat hol ogi cal descriptions, Per f e«
multiplicity of symptoms, o so much so that A
oné®Tthose symptoms included fa | oathing of fc
facepjbed, o Awild ideas, and most ex'travagant
Hysteria too was a complex syndrome, which i

respirationéconvul sed agonies of the whole b

of the fae , coldness of the extremities, oppressi

Cl auder o, fAA De&,cBoensobn Sumiry Odcasitiisdinbaingh, 1758),

20.

?"2|bid. The poem continue&: Thi s was to him a great Vexatio
Inflammation, / The sinful Member did torment, / Which made him girn, curse, andt velen

His Testicles did likewise swell, / And Shankers made him roar and yell; / Great Buboes did

his Groins adorn, / Whi ch painéd him sore bo
perplex, [/ And an Erection soca&rédé,m viexar édd F
P---k , but Pocket mair; [/ He made a Shift to t|
Pelf; / Yet, after all, a Gleet remains, / Which will absorb his aged Veins. / He oft affects the
Debauchee, / Thereby to hide his Misery.o
“April London, fAAvoiding the Subject: The Pr
the EighteentftCe nt ur y E n g ISecetiMaldy22CLbndanexamnesloseph
AndrewsandRoderick Randorand in relation to ideas about venereal disease.

2" Eirst published in 1778.

2> perfect,Cases of Insanity4.

“®lbid., 49l n a | ater case, Perfect gave the follo
difficult to fix a just criterion, by which nervous disorders may be distinguished from others;

but where there is a universal delicacy of the whole frame, with too greatee aggr

sensibility of the nervous system; as in the case | am about to recite, no impropriety can

appear in calling the case truigrvous 113).

2" |bid., 50-1.
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relapses i nto an 6%Bbtethe symptoms franrhysferalands asl eep. 0
hypochondrid with the exception of pilés are reminiscent of common eighteexgtintury
literary dejictions of sensible and afflicted characters.

However, Perfect, writing in later in the century, emphasized the weakness or
delicacy of nerves in females more than was commonly done in earlier medical writings.
Perfect suggested hysteric passions happénegpgp on any sudden commotion of
disturbance of the spirits; by fear, grief, anger, or disappointment; wind, and acrid humours,
velicating the nerves of the stomach and intestines, will frequently produce the fits in
women of a delicate habithvo s e ner vous system i §°Bataturally wea
consistent with eighteenttentury thought, Perfect closely associated mental illness with the
organs of generati on. I n Per f ectbiths Feveise w, madness
Intensenes of Study, irregular Livi®*fiThese or strong and
nervous disorders became more gendered, and the role of sexual desires and feelings in
those disorders became less prominent, but the connection between the mind and groin was
still a central concern.

Most of the case studies Perfect described hint at the importance of sexual behaviour
in altering mental conditions of those suffering from nervous disorders. For instance, case
Xl 'in his text recounts a young lady of nineteen yeadsaadelicate constitution who was
isuddenly seized with a depression of spirits, v
uneasiness in the back, without any probaddson for such an alteration in her mind and
h e a F¥tShe.had ahighpulseavdj t h fit he affection of the mind v

often, |l ooked despondent, s fddcuretafitssfthsand br eat h
sensible girl, Perfect first bled her then, upon no good effect, tried a laxative clyster with

asafoetidaT hi s mor e serious treatment got results: s
incoherently, but soon ®Weadmne tc anepcssoend dartchartat iac

clyster had operated, 0 he peelvitdafewceayheats be fia dec
drops, wice a day; recommended her to change of air, moderate exercise, abdtboid,

with a uniform and steady perseverance in the bi
2’8 |bid., 74.

219 perfect,Cases of Insanityr4. This delicate sensibility and nervous qualitpegred

again in the treatment of another young adult f e

satisfaction to find the spasms appeased, and her nights uninterrupted; the stomach was

invigorated, the digestion amended, the pulse cooled, and lowered toa naiformity of

motion; her spirits were relieved, the swimming in her head was removed; and she has since
enjoyed as good a state of health as sheéever ca
frame is naturally solbsleldsi bl e delicate and irri
*pid., 2.

281 |bid., 77-8.

282 |bid.

% bid., 79.
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restoring her nerves TomPénf eosfistebhihit ave
return of the fits, but remained entirely we
marriage state; and is now completely happy in an uninterrupted enjoyment of health,
heightened by the endearing tenderness of a most amiable partner, ahddwen, the
bl oomi ng pl edges ?%This cosing to thé dase hot dnlg &ffimeed t y . 0
Perfectds good practice, but intimated the t
state/bed®®

The kind of individual medical writers typically describ&siprone to or suffering
from sexual maladies, like gonorrhoea, correlated to those Perfect described in his case
studies of nervous disease. In particular, those individuals susceptible to nervous disorders
and symptoms were consistently represented asgyadults. For example, one case
involved fia young Man, of about twenty, in a
seeminglyprali sposed to n&®mwnduyesymmioomeroi nvol ved
of naturally too great a sensibility of the neru s s y*%Theserindividuals were from
well-to-do families, educated, and socially active. For males, the archetype was a young
gentl eman who was | iberal in |ifestyle and f
Perfect began, foatung, educatipn, guekiand lieemeelings, &nd of
the most liberal sentiments, became unhappily attached to the too common and prevalent
fashion ofmorning drinking by which pernicious practice, he hurried himself into an
inflammatory fever, whichtth near ly c o®As htime hysunhg feemt | em
instanced, the loose living was often the cause of mental illness through immoderate and
harmful effects on the animal spirits. Sexual liberality or excess only compounded the
unhealthiness of tlse lifestyles of the young and privileged.

But it was not only loose living that instigated nervous diseases; mental exertions

al so exhausted the spirits. I n case XXXI 11,
val uabl e member abf on act I*Hisghirtyrine geér blé maler
fihad | ong applied to intense study, and rigi
mind like his so greatly stood in need of, as a temporary relief and refreshment from the
immoderate fatigue oftne | | e c t u a®" His syrpwms were eharacteristic of
mel ancholy: #Aflatulence of the abdomen, tens
284 |bid., 80-1.
2% bid.
°This regimen is similar to Evelinaés treatn
included visiting the Bristol baths andith more effect, getting married.
287 i

Ibid., 133.
288 |bid.., 147.
*%9|bid., 161.
*%bid., 209.

291 |pid., 20910.
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aliments, inquietude, anxiety, watchfulness, pain in the spine of the back, and a universal

lassitude of h e wh o 1*?&le dained temporary relief after seeking medical advice and

receiving bleeding and an emeti c; however, t hese
violence, o | eavis8gchipati nemt det ofiluens resembl e H
hypodondri acs as those with Agreatness of mind, a
and manly firmness, when put in actffn, and inte
Hill had similarly reasoned t hppwersioffemgive gue of mi n

birth to this disease; and always tend to increase it. The finer spirits are wasted by the labour
of t h é&®”Thasewhmhoasted thoughtfulness, resolution, and sensibility could expect

to suffer nervous i |Ichondeizx appears mokd virttoosargdh Hi | | 6 s hyyp
studious, the class, behaviours, and physiological bearing are consistent with those in
Perfectds cases. Both authors understood that «ce

more prone to impairing the animal spiritisereby causing hypochondria or hysteria.

Resonant throughout these pathology reports and descriptions is a connection
between imbalances caused by reproductive organs and those affecting the mind. One young
woman compl ai ned rett@dnthly messtruatiop, shie was faint,adrovusyg, r
and fadwedoe was another fAwho from an obstruction
afflicted with lowness of spirits, violent tremor, hysterical suffocation, wandering, confused
thoughts and ideas, giddiss, pains in the head and stomach, loss of appetite, spasms,
watchfulness, pal pat i of Menstroafirredularitywasbotha d per spi r a
sign and cause of nervous and mental illi&9Sor instance, another young female was,
fi f r o m aanfluxof theengnsds, subject to hysteric fits, which at length degenerated
into raving madness; in consequence whereof her words and actions from decent and
rational , bec ame*@8lielexperianned meedehavioura sympioms, 0
i ncl| udmoderate fauginer in quick transition often followed involuntary crying, to
which screams, yells, arf80rmwe rstde rcaamen gsn dodrt emMe rs
care in June, 1779, he fAbegan the culhe with an &
she ejected a worm of that species called the TI

~

commonly known as atape wofiHe conti nued to treat her with fAf

292bid., 210.

23 bid., 211.

2% Hill, Hypochondriasis6.

298 |bid.

2% perfect,Cases of Insanityl 78.
297 bid., 193.

2% |bid., 201.

29 bid., 205.

300 hid.

301 1hid.
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and fifteen of rhubarbo and he nctmenths ishe ha
before her coming to me, and the first reappearance of that salutary secretion was observed
in a small quantity, on the 2®f June, and on the $4f July following, it returned in a
copious manner; in a few days after which, she recovered belr | me n £%Rathep o we r s .
than assign the cause of the disease to the tape worm, Perfect wholly blamed the suppressed
menses. Although not as pronounced as it once was, the idea that wombs caused hysteric
and involuntary behaviour in women lingered Gertainly, the connection between mental
illness and reproductive/sexual problems was still current in the last quarter of the century.
Reading Sexual Disease

But, gonorrhoea left characteristic marks and signs, making that secret disease
readable to thknowing and perceptive. It is this readability that enabled eighteemtury
authors and readers of polite genres to imply and infer the most common bad consequences
following the sexual intrigues of characters. As the literary examples in the preceding
section show and literary historians now frequently discuss, there were many pathologies
read between the |Iines or on charactersod i ma
have frequently pointed to the early modern tradition of spots that sigtteledx>*® but
none have detailed the telling marks of gonorrhoea. In domestic situations, the ntak tell
sign that someone had gonorrhoea was stained sheets or cloths. However, what made
venereal runnings a truly readable condition was the signs efiagrtions otabes dorsalis
t hat accompanied the | oss of ®athognaronick pi ri ts.
Signs, 0 can be added to those theaentugychol ar s
indications of venereal disea®éAs PhiipK.Wils on observes, i Mo st autt
directed readers to watch for the pathognomonical signs of infection, yet cautioned them that
these signs might not appear all at ®nce or
When these signs did show, thegypeared the same as those distinct, unfortunate, yet
admired marks of sensibility. The wasting away of nerves or faltering store of spirits left
sufferers teetering on the edge of nervous disease, looking wan, weak, lean, and absent.

Medical literature decribed infirmed males as effeminate, similar to those who were

%2 |pid., 2067.

¥see Jonathan Gil Harris, A(Po)X Marks the ¢
0 Sy p h iTheiTleree Ladias of Londord Simsmof the Flesh: Responding to Sexual

Disease in Early Modern Europed. Kevin Siena (Toronto: Centre for Reformation and

Renaisance Studies): 10932.

394 For discussions of pathognomonical signs, see CockBymptoms, Nature, Cause, and

Cure 96; Morton,Phthisiologia 4.

¥philip K. Wi lson, fAExposing the Secret Dise
Dani el Tur,néS3déret MdladyiOd o n
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exceptionally sensibl&° Just as sensibility was described using a specific register of literary

imagery, so too was gonorrh@éhat related condition of the animal spirits.

The first pathogpo moni cal signs for a gl eet,

consumptions, were fia DecrmredavssobfiTHppratitennds
wasting fr cAroplg; AoNe rGoonussu mpt i ond perpetuated
reveal ed t hSet aitde safe nipheer SBMNesvdus corsumptions thatv e s .

Morton described were similar Atmphgdrose

Consumption is that, which owes its Original to an ill and morbid State of the Spirits, and to

the Weakness,@e st ruction of the Tone of t h¥®

Cam gave a more detail ed expl athentthe denomo f

has deserted thgenitalia, it creeps gradually and insensibly into our Vessels, and then
corrupts all our Juices, and changes them @aastical onesand as the Blood soon

corrupts the Sprits, so bad Blood soon hurries on bad Spirits; therefore when the Blood is

tainted, Crowds of Diseases attend a Patient thus unfortunate, and they everyr®#yam

other begin to | ¢8%mid&ly Matenggavd symptomswof d renaimg. 0

as nweariness of the Li mbs, weakness,

|l nappetency, trembl i ng, *&orihstaneagketwasy t o

describedtohaver eached its acm®0 when At he compl exi on

bri gh¥ness. o
Men were especially susceptible to showing the signs of a gleet. This greater
disclosure in the appearance of ailing males was becaukesshef spirits brought
on effeminacy:
But if young men suffer from the disease, their whole habit is changed and
they feel the consequences of age, a resolution of the nervous system takes
place, the patients are sluggish, lifeless, torpid, dull, weaked, inactive,
pale, white, effeminate, have an aversion to food and are frigid, a heaviness
of the members of the body, with numbness of the legs, takes place, they are
remiss and languid in all their actions: this disease frequently lays the

foundationof paralysisor a resolution of the whole nervous system, for how

3% See G. J. BarkeBenfield, The Culture of Sensibility: Sex and Society in Eighteenth
Century Britain(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992), 104. BaBesfield also
describsthe portrayals of sensible males as effeminate

397 Morton, Phthisiologia 5.

%% pid., 4, 5.

%9 pid., 2.

310 cam,Rational and Useful Accourit9-20.

311 Marten,Degrees and Sympton894.

312 Armstrong,Virulent Gonorrhoea?.
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can it be that the nervous energy should not suffer, when nature so powerful

in generating life is rendered frigid and cold?
The reason for this eff e migqgualtyynakessus mentamdt A See
imparts heat, agility, activity, roughness, a manly voice, and courage, it likewise renders us
fit to perform all the operations both of mind and body, a proof of which men themselves
exhi*BThi.® explanat i 9neseggesdtwasines veomut i al t
masculine appearance. Gleets sapped the healthy, ruddy looks of men, simultaneously aging
and effeminizing™* This prognosis for gonorrhoea complicates how acquiring venereal
disease related to masculinity in thgreeenth century:> Not only were men enfeebled, but
so too were their sperm and offspring. | f th
Animalcula are more feeble and weak, and consequently Children born in such
Circumstances, where the vé@@taminavitaar e f aul ty, must Db¥®come we
Such weak progeny were the lasting legacy of lost masculinity. These reproductive
consequences were on the same scale as the infertility that other sufferers of gonorrhoea
experienced.

Gl eet s 6 s yathognamorical aignslwere shared with other conditions
that similarly plagued the nerves and decreased the animald&spiritsturbation, nocturnal
pollutions, and too much sex. Such a connection between these varied ways of losing seed
and spiritsisevidet i n one of SmBthés Obaptenttonbesn
Seminal Weaknesses, the Cause of Impotency, and the miserable Complaints occasioned by
that detestable Vice, Sgffo | | ut i on; or t oo ¢€'4Reveglingynd exces s
Smythbeganrtat chapter with a quote from Cicero:
vitiodimModstamy thing is bad, but WiThese t ends

sexual problems that Smyth addressed were most significant for the mental corruptions and

313 Areteeus Aretaeus 225-6.
4 For discussion on the aging effect of gonorrhoea, see M@gmees and Symptoms

403. These concerns were also voiced in disc
of vital Seed, are wrinkled, pale, weak, of a shill voice, without hair, begrdled

effeminat e; s ShorhTreatiseeon Onanismél ¢ h's . 0

¥°Sjenaconjectures hat a fAnew mascul inityo significant
vener eal di sease in the eighteenth €entury.

1 8 0 0 The Rautledge History of Sex and the Body, 1500 to the Preser@arah

Toulalan and Kate Fisher (Oxford: Routledge, 2013), 473. For discussion of venereal
disease and masculinity in domestic situations in eightemmttury France, see Robert

We s t o mConfiolley Bodies: Medical Consultation by Letter in France, 46808 0 , 0
in Governing Masculinities in the Early Modern Period: Regulating Selves and Q#ters
Susan Broomhall and Jacqueline Van Gent (Farnham: Ashgate, 201:43.240

318 Garlick, Mecharical Account 3.

317 Smyth,New Treatisg46.

318 |bid.
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injuries they produced’ Injury following masturbation was not specific to males; according

to Smyt h, fimasturbation is followed in the weake
those alreatAseSmmehasedreéati se ditione,gr essed t hr ot
became more about amtiasturbation and took on a more sensational and censorious tone.

This progression led to his extensive pathological description and condemnation of female
masturbation, fAsympt oms, bot hasaéll abimmey, and mind,
but there are some peculiar to the former, and the disease in general seems to proceed with

greater rapidity in the ¥émparticuar heldescribedn t he mal e
sterility and a | os seirgumpnessand tomplexignTolsakg f al | away,
them, their skin becomes rough, the eyes lose their lustre, the lips their vermilion, the teeth

their whiteness and the breath its perfume. The shape is generally destroyed along with the

f a c®&Thegraver consequenced mast urbating females included 0
of more than ordinary obstinacy, incurable jaundice, violent cramps of the stomach and

back, acute pains of the noflapr albusin an extraordinary degree, and of a quality

extraordinarily sharp,ral corroding so as to keep up continual soreness and pain; prolapses

and ulceration of the matrix; prolongations and tettetous affections ofittirés,

barrennesséthe | ast and worst of all those cal an
female sexfuror uterinus 3% In addition to these fearful consequences, female

masturbation Agenerally exerts its fatal i nfl uen

conceived to be abundantly equal

to the productdi
Some of theseymptoms had also been proposed by Marten, who suggested that just

as a g/l dnfdcunditmndSteriityd n s o d o es i Frictoon With thee r a | using

Hand when they were ScheBlo y s 6 a n d Vehdryc®Likemise, Balck reiterated

the notionthhh an fAexcess of venery causes sterility bo

demonstrated by prostitutes not bearing childf&Marten supported this idea, claiming

t hat Ai mmo d €arnaltCenjurttt@dgis arDeseasef and notwithstanding the Mind

istostrog | y en®édnénndsucb sel dom do**@lbohtesei ve wi th Chi l

spiri=dr ai ni ng experiences | @oal Tabeotoresumptom vous di sor

%19 bid. Smyth ensured he erred on the side of caution by adding the following comment:

AiThe above quotation, | flatter myself will suff
imputation of indecenck or my offering to public view an essa
(ibid.).

%9 pid., 32.

32 bid.

322 |bid.

323 bid., 33.

324 |bid.

325 Marten,Degrees and Sympton893.

32 Falck, Venereal Diseasess.

%27 Marten,Degrees and Sympton#24.
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of the Back, by the too frequent and too plentiful profusioBe#dwhich hurts the Spima

Marrow c onVeatébresd il 1 h é%LEenisd Brée asserted that impotence is

ifsometi mes the consequence of free |living, [

continued gleets, or ill cured Gonorrhoeas; but the most general causetlvdittgernicious

habit which is too often prevalent among scHooys, and to which much future misery is

t he unavoi da 5lArd, nptomyimsrhsoiferadtthese ill effects of immoderate

emissions; certain runnings in women were thought to be aloss i Ner vous Jui ce;

were so, an incurable Consumption and withering of the whole Body, and a siccity of the

Nerves must necessari PBoith @mavesy ashorfemai ms

abundance of hd&eedwhich often provokestoExert i on i n a pl easant Dr e

excessive, it fidoes pine*away the Body to a
Concern over the terrible effects of losing seed was medical doctrine by the mid

eighteenth century. That pathological theory correlated to the anxieties\amereal

disease, ideas about domestic politics, and discussions about libertinism, which topics

especially surfaced in discussions about onanism. As descride8linrt Treatise on

Onanism( 1 7 6Semeris, ds it is were, the flower and choicestt pdithe blood and

nervous fluid, so vener y3*@eagdngly, theoauthoe onl y mo

warned that masturbation was an fAabominabl e

most deplorabl e, and Y ¥eams atarlwbnydiscussinglhowa b| e di s

masturbation was fAso dreadfully destructive

astonished when the late Mr. Hunter seemed to disregard its danger, and to palliate its evil

t e n d é*hUnlike Hunter, most medical authorsborhne t opi ¢ vented anxi e

unthinking youth who enervates himself by this habit, not only draws his attention from a

superior pleasure, but inevitably brings upon himself years of repentance, if not absolutely a

short eni ng*®&éforedeath entreachedeon those enervated by a loss of seed

and spirits, mental disease often overtook thieh.or t hese | awl ess Pl eas!

the Constitution of Body, 0 explained Robinso

noblest Faculties of hSoul, whereby the whole Man is frequently brought to crouch under

the Weight of t hese S3fhEnenatioodndrhelancily followimgst ance's

inordinate sexual behaviours, however, was not a private malady as the appearance of

%8 1pid., 398.

329 Bree,Observations Upon the Venereal Diseat®
330 Marten,Degrees and Sympton#05.

%1 1pid., 385.

332 Short Treatise o®nanism, 17.

*31pid., 12.

334 Bree,Observations Upon the Venereal Disedsk
335 |bid.

33% RobinsonNew Treatisepreface, ix.
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sufferers was widglknown. Masturbation, like gonorrhoea, was not merely a private plight,
it was a public problem.
Discussions of the private miseries and social consequences of disorders caused by
low spirits frequently appeared in sentimental novels. One of the mosatita
mel ancholics in that genr e HmvalisaTMgcharaMerc aul ay i n F
had sunk so deep into mental darkness as to bring him to the verge of suicide. He was poetic,
thoughtful, often reading, and spoke with few words and many exprdssks and
gestures: he was a man of sensibility. Further, he had a complicated sexual past: a Parisian
love affair with a girl he later discovers to be his sister, and then discovers not to be his
sister. Sex was not explicitly mentioned nor was asgaBe, but his wan pallor, wasted
appearance, and irrational behaviour suggest the symptoms of foat@mmon iliness.
The cure for Mr. Macaulay, and others suffering from nervous disorders in the novel, was
similar to the prescribed remedies givembg di cal writers | i ke Perfect.
symptoms of melancholy are resolved upon his entering a happy marriage, which stabilizes
his romantic and nervous troubles.
Characters, whether male or female, could be easily indisposed by sexual disorders
caused by their behaviours, bodies, environments, thoughts, or feelings. These disorders
were manifest in their sensible features, which insightful readers could interpret. Among the
variouspengdi nf i rmi ti es al | ud dritram &handywenkerealdiseagec e St er ne o
is not mentioned explicitly. However, Walter She
from fulfilling his marital duties, is one possible instance. Yorick too possibly experienced
the venereal blight. Such a speculation is not entinelgunded: Yorick was a great
romancer, travel er, and hypochondri ac. Mor eover ,
autobiographical. The healthar v Yor i ck refl ected Sternebds own a
lingering, and ultimately fatal, consumption. As ralesl in hisMemoirs Sterne was
diagnosed with and treated for a venereal infection during the same period h& wrote
Sentimental Journe¥’ Anxieties about sexual disorders and treatments, in relation in
nervous bodies and sensitive minds, are presentghout both of his major works of
sensibility.
Fictional narratives and medical case studies similarly offered evocative accounts of
nervous disorders that correlated to sexual complications. Sentimental novels frequently
alluded to sexual and reprodudidiseases, like gonorrhoea. While medical narratives about

nervous and sexual disorders often adopted a sentimental tosg/lanéror example, Jean

Paul Marat és treatise on the gleets begins with
an intimate ffiend of mine aPatris, I found him involved in the deep
37Laurence SteeySt er ned6s Memoirs: A Hitherto Unrecorded

Light in Facsimile intro. and com. Kenneth Monkman (Leeds: Smith Settle, 1985).
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friend was plagued with a stubborn gl eet and
|l ady of fortune whom he | oved. 06 Marat recoun
gleet must be cured, which he effectively mana§&Both medical and nemedical
authors offered specific visual descriptions. For those who luckily recovered from their
gonorrhoea or gleet the visible signs of that malady gradually redédedt e count enance
which was before pale, and wan, *@ichHsignsagai n r
were included in sentimental fiction to communicate to readers several connected
possibilities and ideas about chaentact er sé se
health, and, ultimately, their motivations.
Treating Gonorrhoea, Raising the Spirits

As Turner summarized, most treatments for gonorrhoea were designed for

4
n30

istrengthening the Bl ood i These auresatdoktheand i nv

form of diets*** injections, poultices, rubs, pills, drops, purges, bimiting, enemas, cold
bathing®*%and various other kinds of regimens and therafjiesjen surgery** Wendy
Churchillobservet hat i n cases of venerealdedddnmlease it
and female patients who presented the same symptoms appear to have been similar or, at
ti mes, even identical, 0 although sex was sti
practitioners*®

Surveying medical texts and cure recipes shitwastteatments for gonorrhoea

generally affected the animal spirits, as either the target or-&&a of treatment.

338 JeanPaul MaratAn Essay on Gledds (London: W. Nicoll and J. Williams, 1775);%

339 Armstrong,Virulent Gonorrhoea8.

30 Turner,Discourse Concerning Gleetg.

%1 Eor very specific dietary advice in this matter, see Robirldew, Treatise1023.

342 Marten,Degrees and Sympton98.

33 For many of these kinds of remedies, see Armstrdirglent Gonorrhoa, 24-30.

%4When baths, medicines, and othersionvasi ve treat ments failed
came into consideration. This recourse was more common in definite syphilitic cases, but
occasionally a gonorrhoea required such intervention. Williars Edlated one such

surgical case, wherein a fifty yeald gentleman sought medical help as he had all the

symptoms of gonorrhoea. Having seen Ellis and received various treatments, including a

purge and opiates, a surgeon named Mr. Sharp was calledtedss The gent | eman:
had unexpectedly become ndi ElisessdyonthetCoret he si
26-7. Prosthetics were also considered if a gonorrhoea patient was so debilitated. Syphilitics

had fake noses at their dispossge John Armstronghe Oeconomy of LoyE" ed.

(Dublin, 1742), 10. Armfarioadotinasd@des phnas
according t o t Taiacotiug PrafessoroePhisiaandeSdrgetyBandiia

wrote a Treatise on thirt of ingrafting Noses, Ears, &c. with proper Instruments and

Bandages. SontenglishSur geons and ot hers havieewhetrs,in
whom Clap or Drink disable, / Might here hdbédoest o t h e i Samubl Butler,l . 0

A Di | do iThe®erks ®f the Rarls of Rochester, Roscomon, and Dorset: the Dukes of
Devonshire, Buckinghamshire, &t.ondon, 1777), 2: 147.

Wendy D. Churchill, AThe Medical Practice o
Disease in Britaingirca 16001 7 4 8ocial Histoy of Medicinel8, no. 1 (2005), 7.
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Importantly, therapies for gonorrhoea that affected animal spirits also affected passions,

moods, and behaviouvledical advertisemenfsequently mentioned animal spirits in their

pathology or treatment descriptions in order relate sexual disorder to more general illnesses,

especially mental. Advertisements communicated ideas linking animal spirits, sexual

disease, and nervous disordera general readershiphese advertisements also ensured

the medical ideas they incorporated circulated among the general public. Lawrence Stone

rightly observed that advertisements for venereal disease cures abounded in eighteenth

century periodicald®Mor e recently, P. S. Brownds comparati v
advertised in mietighteenticentury Bath newspapers shows the enormous amount of print

dedicated to such remedi@éVenders of these remedies included newspaper proprietors or

printers, boksellers or stationers, perfumers, toy sellers, grocers, dentists, apothecaries, and

chymists, and druggist&® However, unlike periodical advertisements, medical treatises

warned that the loss of animal spirits from a gleet could be extremely difficutecor

recover fromespecially if it was a chronic condition.l have endeavouro6d in vai
Gleetsof 20 Years standing, o disclosed*®Cam, dAwhich
Smyth met with similar f r ussordesthataffictthen tr eati ng ¢
human body, not any, | affirm, has baffled the faculty in physic, more than what | now am

t r e at F°Ewvgn aftdr all @lse was cured, a gleet could continue indefinitely. To reassure

his readers, Smyth professed hisremedyt®bper obabl y t he greatest cordia
whole material medica can produce, and will even at the last ebb of life afford amazing
assistance t o *tMay otheamedias dedcrikegtherdiffitulsy ofdeturning

fithe ani mal fec onno myt sa®$dotiouting arentious gleely but

fortifying depleted spirits was the goal of medical interventions in gonorrhoeas and gleets.

On the contrary, treatment advertis@&rs often bra

one even boastedtitainever fail s acting with Safety, Secre

3% See Roy Portetiealth For Sale: Quackery in England, 166850(Manchester:
Manchester University Press, 1989), 173; Kevin Si¥eagreal Disease, Hospitals, and the
Urban Poor: L o n d o n-4800(RoEhestar] UniVéesity df€Rochestdr6 0 0
Press, 2004), 42.

Br own, #fAVenders of Medicines, o 351.

348 |bid., 357.

349 cam,Rational and Useful Accouri.

¥0Smyth,New Treatise47.l n hi s view, fa venereal gleet is an
running afterallthe y mpt oms of the infection are removedo (
*11bid., 67.

%2 Smyth,New Treatisg65.

¥Bree also confessed that Anotwithstanding the
complaints, it cannot be denied that the most eminent of the faculty occasfaiatiythe

t r eat me n BreegObsernvatiansrJpan the Venereal Disedse
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Wo ma n , without Confinement or Alteration of
Hol &% . o
Advertisements about medical services and cures for venereal disease, gonorrhoea,

and gleebften invoked similar narratives of progressing illness and personal ruin, although

with a less moralizington®&ne typi cal advertisement from 17
SEMI NAL and GENI TAL | mbeci ¥iThe descsiplionnetatdse by Dr
howgle¢e s are fAthe Bane of Virility in the one
and can Awither, as it were, the Generative
Of f spri Y iikfe arny.ed medi cal descritpetlonppns, it

Run (by impoverishing the Blood and Spirits) Melancholly, Vapours, Decays of Nature and
Consump¥Awincse 6f rom its beneficial effects of
Spirits, o nothing is said ovir.tHhestierfigorse dbioeorktss
Authors of these kinds of eighteerténtury advertisements referenced animal spirits as a
show of their medical knowledge and authority. Mentioning animal spirits also heightened
the seriousness of sexual diseases.

Yet, asQuété suggested, treatments sometimes adversely contributed to the
neurological symptoms, which were often attributed to the disease’itdalfetrospect,
Martenbds treati se p+hmkingadeicd in saotioreng ggairstd , f or war
mercurial treatmest . The action of nodomreak and gestroyhttee war ne d,
Oeconomyof the Bodyand the orderly connexion or derivation of the Humeargo
hinder or stop the progress of the Natural Course of the Spgiteally a Poisoncall it
else bywhat fine Name you wil® Many other medical authors agreed; Armstrong decried
how the quacks heedlessly dispensed dangerou
tortured mercury i fThecapiuson of disease syreptops aodf f or ms
medichalsidee f f ect s underscored Breeds observation

patient to feel Al anguor, | owness of spirits

®AThe Specifick Injection or™Octoberilz840)ddo i n fA A«
Bailey Proceedings Onlingvww.oldbaileyonline.org, version 6.0), ref17341016€l.

SAdverti semMedi nanybdbe 28 December 178016 Baideyn

Proceedings Onlingwww.oldbaileyonline.org, version 6.0), rélA17301223.

%0 bid.
%7 bid.
8 |bid.
%9 Quétel History of Syphilis 86. A The sympt onfautaredus mer cury p
eruptions, ul ceration, neurol ogical effects)

%0 Marten,Degrees and Symptonmeface, xxxvii.

%1 Armstrong,Virulent Gonorrhoea20,31Smyt h noti ced t hat fAmany u
have laboredor years under the affliction of those pains, mistaking them for the rheumatism

or gout, though on a strict enquiry found to be caused by the remains efamdlpox, or

t he eff ect SmyuhfNewleeatisg24.i al . 0
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sympt oms o f?notably, these weredhe satne symptoms as in matancthese
cautious attitudes meant that many medical authors advised using mercury only once the
venereal disease advanced beyond a gonorffitéhenmercurial cures were prescribed,
those fAtreatments for the poxawede HPmphnomore e X
Most practitioners understood that mercury should be used only in such a case as Robinson
descri bed, when Athe Cure has been neglected in
Virus is communicated to the superior Organs of the tHedbiere it commits great
Depredations, both up o n®ionicaly, Béraurg eatmemts d ani mal Ju
often harmed those fisuperior Organso they were i
designing and prescribing treatments was the fortifgind balancing of the animal spirit
economy.
Therefore, the medicines promoted for the treatment of gonorrhoea, which were
intended to raise the flagging levels of animal spirits, had adjunct effects on other problems
with the organs of generation, therves, and the mind. An extensive range of other
medicines for venereal disease existed, with many common ingretiffiRts.b ert Lovel | 6s
seventeentitenturyPambotanologiarecommended that medicines for gonorrhoea should
include comfrey, dragon tree, Edign thorn®®’ fire tree, iris, frankincense, stinking iris,
gromwell, harefoot mushrooms, holly, knotgrass, larch tree, mastitteerwort,
aspleniunt®®and lily 3" Significantly, these remedies did not only treat gonorrhoea; they

also treated such retat maladies as melancholy, convulsions, obstructed courses, strangury,

32 Bree,Observations Upon thVenereal Diseasd8. Foropinions against mercury

injections and ointmentsee ibid., 20, 29

¥For John Hunterdés abidance to this rule, see W
Natural Experiments, O6PlacebdhedfCeantdurtyhed St ate o
Journal of the Royal Society for Medicib2 (2009), 395.

34 Allen, Wages of Sirb1. As Quétel noted, some treatments for the pox were more bizarre

and ludicrous than painful: AAs for Torella, he
the penis is ulcerated and infected (it is always the male sex for which the doctor feels pity,

the woman being strictly confined to the role of contaminator, whose chancre, moreover, is

difficult to discover), you must immediately wash it thoroughly with soft soap, or apply to it

a cock or pigeon plucked and flayed alive, or else a live frog¢uto . 6 He observed t ha
variations of this treatment continued from the sixteenth to eighteenth century. Quétel,

History of Syphilis23.

355 RobinsonNew Treatisg94.

%cf . David Gentilcore, fiCharl atans, the Regul at e
Venee a | Di sease iSmsoftheFlegfb/-8. i n Si ena,

37 Also known as gum arabic tree.

%% Robert Boyle also recommended this ingredient in curing gonorrhoea. See Robert Boyle,

Medicinal Experiments, or, a Collection of Choice and Safe Remedies fdo#td art

Simple and Easily Prepared, Useful in Families, and Very Serviceable to Country People

(London, 1693), 93, 98.

*¥The author -waesfteor si nt op afirmtiilctul ar .

370 Robert Lovell Pambotanologia. Sive Enchiridion Botanicum. Or a Compleat Herball

(London, 1659), 124, 142, 146, 162, 163, 174, 187, 203, 206, 223, 251, 255, 273, 290, 301.
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the whites, stones, and the Fr eTheshurud& sease.
Armamentarium Mediec€hymicungave several recipes for gonorrhoea remedies. His
AfAperitieyefMdvbagir eti pe cured mel ancholy, wvario
greensickness, the whites, s swdINli tae &anrii o
concoction cured fdAputrid Gonorrhoea, t he Whi
obstructionofth@ er ms, 06 but al so hel ped Athey who ar e
Convulsion of the Nerves, and t ho’¥Kealscho have
recommended his fAMagistery of Coral with Ros
Turpenti ne,ed oaf ATMarrpneentaidne, 06 a fApurging Tur p:
his AChast Water, o0 AEmul sion of Hemp seed, 0
Turpentineo for gonorrhoea and o-¢ighteenthassoci a
century, Peter Canvanewvaxtated the use of castor oil in treating women that become
filanguid and mel ancholyo after del®®very and
Jesuits Bark was another common recommendatfdnore consistent than the ingredients
of these recipes was thwebretical connection they reinforced between venereal, nervous,
and mental problems.

Since medicines for sexual maladies affected both the mind and groin, giving the
wrong medication for such maladies could have adverse mentadffédés.Smyth relatd
two case studies to this effect; the first was abgutteng man who masturbated till
impotentt®He fApurchased an ¥mmisi qalackdmp 0 £imeidy n .
debilitated him, 06 caused him pain, and near|l

Having taken a dose, g@o bed according to the directions given him, in

about an hour after, he was seized with the most excruciating pain in the

371 Adrian von MynsichtThesaurus & Armamentarium Medi€@hymicum, or, a Treasury

of Physick with the Most Secret Way of Preparing Remedies Against All Difeasgsn

1682), 245.

¥21pid., 29-30.

373 peter Canvane Dissertation on the Oleum Palmae ChriSiiye Oluem Ricini; or, (as it

i s Commonly Célbndandjee)Bd.st or Oi |

374 Mynsicht, Thesaurus & Armamentariurs, 99, 167, 194, 198, 239, 260, 338, a46.

This market for remedies also included some designed to be made at home and on a modest

budget. Another author recomm®&ndgdna jelky nm
tragacanth), nutmeg, and sugar, whenalh remedy
the weakendéd Seed Vessel s, and take away int
Thing to take, and so cheap and easide to mak
unless it did not worki-ull and Plain Narrative 12. PeruviaBark, otherwise known as

Jesuitdés Bark and a source of qgui nine, al so

disease. Morton, for instance, recommended Peruvian Bark to be used to treat obstinate
cases. Phthisiologig 18. However, some were not so hiph@and warned of the over
common uBark @f Sfeteh & h o Tha EBffedBsafyinjectiond into the Urethra
(London, 1773), 9.

375 Smyth,New Treatisg55.

¥ Ipid., 57.
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genital parts, attended with a violent priapism. Though great the pain, he

bore it with uncommon patience, for by the strengtthefdrection, he

flattered himself he could perform wonders, which prompted him to

attempt, by an immensity of furious efforts, by that means he almost killed

himself, as well as his female partﬁ@r.
After this close encounter with dedtlg-sex, he fell ito a delirium and again nearly died as
fithe animal spirits being quite exh®usted by a f
After this delirium, not only did his genital Sy
impaired, insomuch that he could neither read nor write, but tears issued from his eyes,
attended with a pain over the eye o W%LucRily, he recovered by the hetpf Smyt ho's
fistimulating medicines, o although A% has ever s
Smyth concluded this account by warning of the d
lustful desire. o

Cold bathing also improved the animal spiritsed quality, and mental health. The
well-known advocate of that practice, Sir John Floyer, suggested that washing the head with
cold water fAcools the Brainérenders it fitter foc
Spirits being compressed, are morefvel s pr i ngy, a mrdFloferdso er for Mot i c
affirmed that this therapeutic effect on the animal spirits helped ameliorate nervous
disorders, like hypochondria and hysteria, and the ffi&intelaer suggested that such
bat hs ¢ ouninmtersy andfigidityt, h @ cft asi ono6d Genitalt he Loss of
Liguordo because the coldness fAreinvigorates our Spi
Agitation®An Matiober odadvocate of bathing, specif
Richard Lower enthusiastidaly ¢l ai med t hat fit opens the Obstru
Spleen, cures thelatus hypochondriacugnd the Palpitation and Trembling of the Heart
proceedi ng *He coninuedlistingovbat those miracle waters cured, including
scurvy, loose teh, aches, cramps, agues, jaundice, dropsy, griekness, and kidney

stones®l n women, taking the waters would open fall

377 bid.
378 hid., 58.
37 |bid.
¥9pid., 59.
*11pid., 60.
332 John FloyerPsychroloug; or, the History of Cold Bathing: Both Ancient and
Moderré , "™ eéd. (London: printed for Sam. Smith and Benj. Walford, 1706), 98.
%3bid., 137, 24. Floyer described a similar effect o
Backmar r ow, the Breasts, Loins, Stomach, and Hypo
%4 SintelaerScourge of Venus and Mercufy2.
3 Richard LowerA Brief Account of the ¥tues of the Famous Well of Astrop, not far from
3%z(]‘ord, of Late so much Frequented by the Nobility and Gébtrydon, 1668), 3.
Ibid.
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Overflowings in Women, strengthens the Womb, and is a great help to Conception, and
preventative gainst Miscarrying: it cures the Mother, and Precipitation of the Matrix, and
falling down &%Relatifyespediioallydoasexaahdisease, he commended
how such baths healed AStrangury, and diffic
passig away of the water, the pissing of Bloud, and@hz n o r r*¥iHowexer, dther
wells besides Astrop became centers for curing gonorrhoea. Thefip@em a Si |l 1y Tal |
Lady at the Hot Well at Bristolo begins:
Famdéd Stream! by whedasight ret enti ve Force Wwe
Such various, and such wondoérous Cures ar
Stop but the Gleet iBaccharissas Tongue,
The Praises shall i h T bselfve sung;
Admire not, Reader, that | call it so,
Since great th&unning and fromWeakneso*°
These fashionable reds for health were where the culture of sensibility thrived among the
bon ton, which relationship is exemplified by such figures as George Cheyne, who resided in
Bath and drew the attentions of nerve patients and socialites likeese resorts were als
seen as supporting a high proportion of rakes mending from and healers specializing in
venereal disorderS:
Yet, once a gleet was cured the patient was never entirely out of the woods. Gleets
easily returned if the animal spirits were disrupted, eaflgdiy desire and arousal. Edward
T h o mp s o nThe Mepetrsi@aghwhich told of a prostitute named Poll, warned of
chronic or recurrent gleets:
Thod thou art |iving, yet theyb6re obsol et
I f ought perpetuates, itds some endl ess ¢
You had your hot, ay and yourCold-Welltoo,
And he that dabb’6d did his dabble rue;
A recovering patient, I|ike Poll, must moder a
Salliedo or t A% sglIRoati nwiolnl ardevti ueereful, fotta holdne n, A

amorous Discourses with light, wanton Girls; nor read lascivious Books, nor indulge himself

37 |bid.

338 |bid.

#jJoe Millerds JeMacum6"ed.(londdnhl@43)Wita s Vade
3% For the relationship between the growth of spa resorts and nervous disorders within
fashionable circles, see BarkBenfield, Culture of Sensibilityl5.

%1 Frances Burney depicted the spa destinations at Bristol as drawing rakish types in
Evelina

392 Edwad ThompsonThe MeretriciadLondon, 1761), 35.

93 RobinsonNew Treatisg106-7.
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in any vicious Objects, or lustf &ThePi ctures, tha
apprehension about printed materials reflects hovkdaad illustrations were regarded as
liable for arousing the fancy, corrupting the mind, and spurring sexual behaviour. Boerhaave
had given a similar caution to those with gl eets
to Work, whether it be Meat, Dtk or Medicine, or Conversation with the amiable Sex, or
Pictures, or Stories, or Reading; should be avoided as Things which will most probably
produce the woT°3hsmedcal grepccupationowdthsthe dtimulation of the
senses and the imagimat participated in the profound anxieties about Georgian
amusements, products, and modish activities.
But not only print could cause trouble; sound too could lead those on the mend back
into a gl eet. Al heard a Gapobhhineagamatalec!| ar e, t hat
Concert of Musick, o0 reported Robinson wryly, fAbu
a wanton Imagination, upon the beautiful Objects then present; or to the Force of musical
Sounds, which have great Influence, as well upon tigai@® of the Body, as the Faculties of
t he Mind, | wi | | not take upon me to deter mine. 0
as to the exact relationship between the music and the returning gleet, he assumed that
sensuathings affected the mind andmgtalia and he reinforced the idea that high society
was more exposed to those fine sensations that could incite gleets. Any passion of the mind
t hat moved the spirits could prompt an old gl eet
well as excessiy Anger, will be a means of increasing the Discharge of the virulent
G| e ®°Evenif an inflamed imagination did not lead to a recurrent gleet, it could easily
lead to nocturnal pollutions, which produced the same hurtful physiological effects. As
Morgagn r eported, fAwe see into what an emaciate st
who discharge the semen, in consequence of lascivious dreams, very often, and for a long
ti me t 8'Jepreveatrsuctbcases, despaiatibeit inventivé measures weraken:
Some of these person | have known, who havi n¢
from remedies, and fearing lest they should be hurried into a fatal atrophy,
determindd, by a kind of happy thought, to ti
band of soft leather, undthe very margin of the corona glandis; so that as
long as penis did not become rigid, they should feel no inconvenience from

it; but when it began to grow rigid, that it should immediately create an

394 |1
Ibid.

3% BoerhaaveTreatise on the Venereal Diseas&-8.

39 RobinsonNew Treatisg107.

%97 Morgagni,Seats and Causg®: 607.
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uneasiness, and the danger of emitting the semenloeveind , by bei ng
rousdd frohm their sleep.
Nocturnal emissions, gleets, and gonorrhoeas were similarly alarming disorders, because
they all caused a significant loss of animal spirits. But leather penis collars were not the only
device contrived to preveot remedy involuntary emissions.
A therapeutic fashion that reached its height in theetgtiteenth century was
injections for gonorrhoeas and gleets. Although medicinal injections for venereal disease
were tried as early as the nsikteenth century bjntonio Musa Brasavol&? this form of
treatment did not become widely used until the late seventeenth century. Acceptance of that
treatment followed a growing use injections in experiments on and preparations of
genitalia’® Yet, many practitioners resistéuis use of injections as treatme@am
declaredthai @ Per son maso noe withriheaEsd of pdmpaas Injections,
and yet be under a Necessity of undergoing a severe Salivation to cure him of a Pox in less
t han h a [fOther criiosofithesedfashionable medical devices denounced them as
absolutely ineffective curé$? Whether such injections improved gleets remained a point of
debate for the next five decades. In 1773, William Cribb publi€tmtiderations on the
Use of Injections inthe Gonorrhoeand Thomas Bayford@ihe Effects of Injections into the
Urethraa Cr i bb cl aimed to be the first to give A
treatingvenerealdiseaéoéand both authors considered what
agahst the use of injections “fImhiscdndemmation e of t
ofinjections’Bayf ord observed that it was fia ti me \

in vd&%pmwme, d here was a fAvery extr aawgapdmtdo use

398 |bid.

39 William Cribb, Considerations on thUse of Injections in the Gonorrho@aondon,
1773), 19. For the use ofjections in remedies, sdehnsonEnchiridion Medicum?287.

For anadvertisement of a special injection treatment Ase&minent Surgeon in LondoA,
Gonorrhoea, and the Effect§ the Application of Venereal Mattet5.

“0 see chapter two.

1 Cam,Rational and Useful Accout4.l nj ecti ons, according
the first Moments of the Infectiono (4 :
““The Quackos Miscel l(Lamion,;1732)59.AB theascmymausd Ver s e
author advisedj | n DdilyhJeurnalof Monday, July 271730. you may find an

Advertisement published: wherein the Doctor gives publick Notice, that at such and such
particular Places he is to be advised with on particular Days;uaed without one Grain of

Physic taken inwardly, by an Injectionasim@®@ nor.rch i a

“%3 Cribb, Considerations1.

94 Bayford, Effects of Injections2. Bayford writes against the use of injections.

% The royal surgeon and physician, de Blégny, and Cockbera the principle supporters

for injections while Astruc and Turner spoke against them C3iid, Considerations2.

Bayford listedDaran as also being against injecti8ee BayfordEffects of Injectionsz4.

%% Bayford, Effects of Injections9.Forinst ance, Benjamin Martinds v
for gonorrhoea instructed how using his seru
of a | iquid For Bibligihedd €echnaogicéionddhali737), 510.
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More than just being ineffective, critics claimed injections could seriously irritate the urinary
passagé® or cause impotenci/?

A decade later, the surgeon Peter Clare expressed a more ambivalent attitude toward
injections.d€thrpwpethadsinhgnignj ectionsod but was th

their utility.**° He found injections of medication two or three times daily to effectively

relieve symptom8'Br ee recommended that injections for wo
strength of those foremn, and shoul d be applied df | east seve
He not only advised on injection regi men, but al

either men or women, are those composed of elastic gum, and of these the points of the
tubesshoul d Y°8rkekdst patients surely appreciated su
Significantly, Clare observed that #fAl ong conti nu
intestines, to hurt the digestion, to produce obstinate gleets, and leave hypacabnd
symptoms, particul arl y i*flreatinggondrraobdine or mel anchol
individuals with nervous vulnerabilitiesas more likely to induce weighty psychological
side effects.

Syringes were not the only treatment device to be insertediimary canals;
bougies also became a common recourse in curing gonorrhoeas anti Yerigies, thin
rods usually made of metal or wax, were often lubricated, sometimes covered in medication,
and inserted into the umgleetsktromly adkbeatedthebuse 1775 tr ea
of bougies’®Yet , just two years |l ater, John Andree com

and specific boujies have been obtruded on the public by ignorant pretenders to the healing

07 Bayford, Effects of Injections76.

“BTurnerr el at ed that one patientdéds urinary passage f
I njecti ons TumerDiscouesa Coacdrning Gleet?s.

99 Bayford, Effects of Injections76.

“OpeterClareTr eat i se o n (Lordan, 1%Ba)preface, ifl. T a

“1bid., 25.

*12Bree,Observations Upon the Venereal Dises&® TheauthorofL ondondés - Medi ci nal
Informergave very specific instructions for the application of his advertised injection on

how to use the syringe, recommending its application three or four times daily.

*13Bree,Observations Upon the Venereal Disga2@.

“iClare,Tr eat i s e o n,16.RueheGmwingcaniedtians between digestion

and nervous illnesgulien Offraydd a Met t ri e observed, fABecause the
di sorder 6d at the same ti me, as the entrail s, an
pheenomena of the hysteric, andp o ¢ h o n d r i aJaliera(ffrayede ltaiMetimies . ©

Man a Machine; Transl ated fr oftoondoh:®&%. Gdwerench of 't he
1749),8.

415 Eor dscussion of how treatment techniques, like the bougie, became established, see
Foot,Observation1: 28.

*1® Marat, Essay on Gleets.
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a r " Asdwith injections, little cosensus existed about the use of bougies. Also like
injections, their prescribed and actual use
young man came from the country to the London Hospital in April 1769, to be searched for

t he d$%¥Toimywungma had about six months earlier suffered from a urinary stricture.
According to the treatment prescribed for th
tieditontheglanp eni s, and went t o*®redorningbhetawoke t hus
and caild not find the bougie or the ligature used to secure it; the instrument had passed into

his bladder, necessitating a remarkable surgery and a museurffp@iters used bougies

immediately after coitus or, as with injections, used them prophylactically.

Prophylactics were seen as a threat to the justified consequences of loose living and
sexual liberality, according to the prevailing moral opinion. Yet, many prophylactics were
introduced and used before and during the eighteenth céfitiiyen as early as the
sixteenth century, the Italian anatomitysician Gabriele Falloppio recommended
preparing a medicated cloth and, similar to
it into the Canal 06 as wedoitum®¥Ballopido gaimadgo d own t h
have fimade the Experi ment on 1100 “NNear, and n
the end of the seventeenth century, a publication appeared eptibkbglantinon which
had a less moralizing approach to venereal dishasewas typical®* It included a section
d e t a ihdwitonprevefit the Pox by Bandage and Ligature, by Lotions, Decoctions and
Suf f i fMeAdverssedduarterly iThe Proceedings of the Old Bailegm April 1708

17 Andree,Essay on the Thear¢9. For the important role Andree played in early
descriptions of gonorrhoea, see Leon EIl aut,
Medical Historyl19 (1975):87-90.

*18 Andree,Cure of theVenereal Gonorrhoees3.

9 bid.

“I'n London, the surgeon Mr. Grindall perforn
twisted together, and curiously encrusted with calculus substance on its surface. The man

soon recovered, and Mr. Grindall presexvet he bouj i e i n HWndee,col |l ect

Essay on the Theaqry3.

2L Quétel History of Syphilis4. As Qu®t el suggested, fAprophyl ac
identificaisé&d gfoapsglnotably prostitutes)
Arri zabal aga, fAMedical Responses to the OFre

Si xt eent h Si@sohthedlesh: Résponding to Sexual Disease in Early Modern
Europe ed. Kevin Siena (Toronto: Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Stddies),
22 Cockburn,Symptoms, Nature, Cause, and Gurg8.He also made experiments with
washing the private parts in various liquids, such as water, urine, and wine.

2 bid. Also mentioned by Astru@reatise of the Venereal Diseade 296.

24 Allen, Wages 6Sin 50.

42| S, Prothylantinon 43.The author further described that the curative
fExpedientonsists of two things, tHest whereof is, a laying down soniefensive
Remedie$o secure particular persons from receiMimigctionfrom Pockie WomenThe
seconds aSeclusiorof infected Courtizans from Publique Converse, but yet so as
this Seclusiomay be commodious to this Nation, and also a desi@hafity to the
Prostitutes hems el ves. 0
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till April 1710, The Charitable Surgeanf f er ed @At he certain easy way tc
thod never so often accompany?Astgcwas t h the most p
adamant A tGoant o rnoekrid ather Venereal disorders can be prevented, but by
the remedies with which they arercé 4’ Hefelt that recommending prophylactics was
unl awf ul , but not because it took Aoff the restr
Me n**mut because it meant AWhor iHersAsttuc s are expos
voiced the recurrent idebat sexual disease curbed illicit and immoral behaviour, thereby
bolstering order and restraint.

Prophylactics were one way that the promiscuous could escape the painful
consequences of contracting venereal disease; but a matter of genital sensliityeut
some from adopting those cautionary meastif@8o c k bur n wr ot e about Ahow t
company with his Mistress, and to receive no Hur
i nf e t'Herdcoghized that for the pleasseeking rake or bawd perhaps the most
convincing deterrent to prophylactics was a loss of sensation. In an acerbic tone, Cockburn
related how

De Blegny on the other hand, would varnish our Genitals and make them as

insensible as the Boards this Liquor was really contrived for. It is stupid to

think, that People, who run headlong into irgiz][Dangerous Pleasures,

would ever acquiesce in a Method of preserving, to the Ruin of their great

Aim; or any Insuring from Danger, would answer the Loss of their Pleasure:

And it must always be reckonetiat plaistering, double skinning, and much

less aSeptemplex Clypeusan ever pass with Men of Strong Passions and

Desires'®
It was a hopeless case: those who desired sex most were least likely to use prophylactics and
most exposed to disease. Cockbewncluded his discourse on prophylactics by observing
that, more than @hdoneasdeoreesniiehesal Ayeprevail
smal |l Damage t 8 Proteceng &airstdisdrdars liké gonorrhdea presented

E . g. AAdvert i"sAprinkr®8tOk Bailey Roceedingd 4
Online (www.oldbaileyonline.org, version 6.0), refl7080414L.
27 pAstruc, Treatise of the Venereal Diseade 297.

28 |bid.

*291bid., 302. He thought it beneficillh at fAMagi strates never fail to
harlot, to be instantlyremode f r om t he stews and put into a meth
3% prophylactic injections, as Bayford described, were theorized to wash the urethra post

cotumand often included a certain ficaustic Alcali,

improper medicine to be injectedlt 0 t h e u Bayford, Effectsofdnjeatibnssi,
6.

31 Cockburn,Symptoms, Nature, Cause, and GUre?.

*2hid., 186.

33 bid.
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so much danger time animal spirits and mind at the cost of diminishing the positive sexual
sensations communicated between the groin and the mind was not an easy choice.
Gonorrhoea Narratives

Insensibility caused by donning a condom was a real concern, which William
Patt son addressed in his AA Panegyric upon Cu|
empathetic victim of venereal disease, fithe
too exquisite, i n DaFnuiia.r'®lamedtphlytties lugtyoRle s ol v e's
had the same criticism as Cockburn, and dete
Ar mour , C®f WHe tbibequence of his imprudent sally was an infection, with all
the telttale medical signs:

Scarce three Days past, bewails the dearght Biss.

For now tormented sore with scalding Heat

Of Urine, dread Foreunner of a Clap!

With Eye repentant, he surveys his Shirt,

Diversifydd with Spots of yellow Hue,

Sad Symptom of ten thousand Woes to cétfe!

It is a common eighteenttentury narrative #imed unbridled lust, itadvised fornication,
subsequent disease, progressive symptoms, desperation, destitution, and ultimately ruin. In
particular, these narratives emphasized the constant struggle between the rational mind and
sensible body. Not only didodily desire and pleasure overcome reason in committing illicit
sex acts, bodily pain and illness inspired despair and mental illnesses.

Pattisonbs poem shows this conventional r
physical torments, the repentawaiuth faces the unenviable prospect of finding a cure from
moneygrubbing practitioners with indiscriminant remedies:

Now no Relief, but from the Surgeonds Har

Or Pill-prescribing_each tremendous Sight

To Youth diseaso6d! In Garret high he moar

Hiswret ched Fate, whemaughte x6d with nauseous

And more afflictingBolus he in Pangs

Unfelt before, curses the dire Result

Of lawlessRevelling; from Morn to Eve

Wil liam Pattison, fAA PheWerlspfthe EarlsopRoghest@ru n d u ms
Roscomon, and Dorset: the Dul@@®Devonshire, Buckinghamshire, &.ondon, 1777), 2:
175.The poem was not attributed to Pattisoff e Worksbut it previously appeared in his
Cupid Metamorphoses or, Love in all Shaflesndon, 1728), 2: 3082, under the title of
AAl lusi phemadidh&h$l 1 ing. 0 The poem AThe Spl e
:[1350 the end of E dimesregrintBddenlth a PodnfDsiblinnkr20Y.
Ibid.
3 bid.
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By neverceasing keeEmeticsu r ¢ d ;
Capping all his woes, the diseas#den youth begint descend into melancholy and
hypochondria. His venereal plight inspires apprehensions and misgivings, as his personal
ruin looms before him.

Nor feels he only but in megrimbéd Head,

Head fraught with Horr@ Child of sallow Spleen,

Millions of idle Whimsand Fancies dance

Al ternate, and perplex his [ abdédring Mind.

What erst he has been told of sad Mischance

Either inPoxor Clap, of falling Nose,

Scr ap6d HBubhoegPains ofaile Hffect!

All feels the Youth, or fancies that he feels,

Nay, be it but &leet or gentlesClap,

His ill-foreboding Fears deny him Rest,

And fancied Poxes vex his torturéd Bones;

Too |l ate convincoéd of*®*®CUNDUM6s Sovéoreign Use.
As in maternal impressions, pica, and febricula, the fancy played a troublesome role. The
agitatonsof t he youthés mind and animal spirits cause
then felt in his body. Again, the idea that imagination could make real impressions upon the
body was central. Although La Mettrie made an observatidntoth o s e who éadr e over pow
by mel ancholy, and tfrattiisnamgd 1 adeé var idptaidem 6ldg D
i magination propagating the afflicted youthods me
exhorted the author, coul d -made @NDUMaHe, | y been avo
nor dread the llls / OBhankersor Cordeg or Buboesd i r*“& 1 o

By the mideighteenth century, the danger and consequences of venereal disease
was seen as a common threat, especially for those with fine feeling and wanton inclinations.
The fear was thagexual desire would overcome reason, sexual disease would infect the
body, and flagging animal spirits would impair the mind, leading to ruin. Falck rhetorically
gueried why there were so fimany absurd debaucher
atthe expence of their health and peace; when they with more ease and safety might enjoy

the extacy of bliss of mutual embrace, accompanied with sincere friendship and real love, as

the ultimate human felicity, &Jhecamsaebwas t o the bo
obvious: AHypocr at es wa sstropd, @stisate dnd unoulyc a | | t he per
37 |bid.

38 | bid.

439 a Mettrie,Man a Machine36.

“pattison, fAPane@yldc upon Cundums, 0

441 Ealck,Venereal Disease32-3.
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animal. In many respects he was certainly right; for, when Venus inspires it with a passion

of desire, it is furiously inclined to sacrifice every thingiethmakes the least obstruction in

i t s “%But wotnen too hosted an unruly animal. Referring to the clitoris, Falck
described how Athere is not a part in all th
animal has an immediate connexion withgaat the command of this, every other part is

ready and desirous for venereal embrace. This is too well known by the lewd, and carried by
them into th¥%Agrbareats &bhlLUsk. was concerned,
sensual pleasure in coitu in woman, like the glans penis in men, and which it resembles very
much in miniature, ex é%Tpeseuncbrirdllable seathohs no per
pleasure, throdgtheir nervous connections with the mind and body, led both females and

males to imprudent and immoral sexual acts.

These themes about unruly sex organs and venereal disease arose frequently in

bawdy | iterature. TheMereiriciagdesaribed a hoist&réus wiprg,o n 6 s
whose sexual desire was an HWrThohpsomaontinded i r st ,
to develop a kind of vampiric image: ABut wo
cease to | ust, ﬁ“GrTmisisdmentlui;t,m(yweverecameejirettlpfrotni ve. o0
womenbés genitalia. A similar perception of g

of the poem ALord RoRihpest&rTHhRigaimesd mhiwh iWhlor
John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester but tésubtful authorshif?’ contains several references to
features of both eighteenttentury gonorrhoea and theories about animal spirits, and which
is worth quoting at length:
Was ever Mortal Man like me,
Continually in jeopardy,
And always, silly B , by thee!
6Tis strange you should be still so stout

Have you forgot the double Clout,

That |l ately swathéd your dropping Snout ?
42 pid., 11.
*43bid., 30.Falck further observedi The cl i tores is a principle
and its connexions are more extensive then i
444 bid.
*>ThompsonMeretriciad, 7.
48 pid., 18.

*"This poem was attributed to Rochester only in a 1718 editidh@iWorks of the Earls of

Rochester, Roscomon, and Dorset: the Dukes of Devonshire, Buckinghamshénad &we

sources descended from it. See David M. Vieth, Ehe Complete Poems of John Wilmot,

Earl of RochestefNew Haven: Yale University Press, 1968), 2A&imilar prosopopoeial

poem that Harold Love categorizes as a dispu
Agai nst hi s PrThecworkofohinaWilrndt Earl af RochestéOxford:

Oxford University Press, 1999), 265.
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But why should | at that admire,

When Ul cer s, filléd with Iiquid Fire,

Could not frond make thee retire!

But in these hot and rigid R,

When Venom runs through all thy Veins,

(The Product of thy tainted Reins)

Then, even then, thou didst essay

To Iead me timérous Flesh astray,

Still pushing, though you made no Way.

Therebdés not a Petticoat goes by,

But from my Codpiece out you fly,

Nott o be held O6twixt Hand and Thi gh.

I never felt a soft white Hand,

But Hectorlike you strutting stand,

As if the World you would command.

Then must | never rest, otil |l s he

Chase and squeeze out thy Lechery,

Which is the very Strength of me.

For all theseerying Sins of thine,

The suffdring Part is always mine,

6Tis | am Turpentmmdd wi th

For my Sake and you own, beware,

Remember that you Mortal are,

And liable to Scald and Scar.

But if audaciously you still

Willd be against my Will,

Know, thusthyk eacher ¥ 161 1 ki ||l
By personifying his penis, Wilmot could represent the competing desires and will within
himself as a conversation. But, his attempt to reason with his member was futile; as Falck
described and ASnout 0 s wmimdtha man, Theerismaes 6 s peni s i
not respond to Wi lmotdés reasoning; it only follo
Wil mot s consciousness and the penisd are suscepg
treatment, and the lowness followingoeej acul ati on. To fisqueeze out ¢t

caused both the member and the man to | ose their

“John Wil mot, fiLord RePdpeIhHésVarkedighe Earlsof hi s Whor e
Rochester, Roscomon, and Dorset: the Dukes of Devonshire, Buckinghamshire, &c.
(London, 177), 2: 1761.
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account, venereal disease precipitated violent, inevitabhdeédfating, conflict between the
mind and groin.
Otherwriters described genitalia not as possessing an animal will, but as another

kind of sense that demanded attenti on. Tur ne

on venereal di s ead%u sfeodr tohviesr ntovie notny wheeanr sh,ed ¢

inadwertent Youth, who to procure to themselves a momentary Pleasure, or, for the sake of

thesixth Sensehave by the repeated Action so enfeebled ®eminalsthat upon every
450

slight Erection, nay without at sometimes, 8emert o me s away ' Bytlise nsi bl y . ¢

understanding, genital pleasure can be abused and I@tdikemore readily thah any
other sense, similar to hearing loss from listening to too much loud music or sight loss from
overstraining the eyes. This understanding of sexual desire as alsensmerged in the
anonymously published 1732 podhth e Pr ogress of a Rdkee: or ,
poem tells of Dick, a young country squire, given to chasing women. His proclivity to
libidinous activities is also imagined as a sixth sense:

If he butsmell, or see, or touch,

The Sense affected, spurs him on,

Ti || al | his Resolutionbds gone,

And tho6é |ike Man he can dispute,

Heds but a reasonabl e Brut e,

No wonder then the ungovernéd Yout h,

Who, Calf like, has a Sugar Tooth,

Nor Senseor Reason can control,

Shall run the hazard of his Soul,

To search for Sweets in dirty Hol&3.

Dickds ASweet Tootho |l ed him into the metrop

all the conventional types of trouble: immorality, lawlessness, if@mdikputes, financial
destitution, and ill health.

In his attempts to regain solvency Dick establishes himself as a mountebank selling
cures, but this scheme fails. The narrator suggests that Dick would have met with more
success if

He should havelear6 d a Cl ap t o cur e,

And then, to make himself secure,

Have got a hearty one, and then

Gone down to native Place again,

Wi |l son, fAExposing the Secret Disease, 0 69.

*0Turner,Discourse Concerning Gleets.
“The Progress of a R@aéndon 1782),1d.t he Templ ar 6s
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There to disperse it round among
Hi s Fat herdés Tenant s, Ol'd and Young:
The Jobbs would then have been his own;
But Dick in Physick was a Bne??
This quackish scam is reminiscent of the arousing inserts in treatises on venereal disease
intended to incite readers to promiscuous thinking and behaviour, further spreading the
di sease and increasing the quawdséacsusedafsi ness. Suc
relied upon the power that reading was supposed to have on sensible people, especially in
arousing sexual imaginings and feelifgslohn Spinkd Mar t ends mo&t ardent cri
rail ed agai n sAnatomicahDidgwsitionanRréteixfor gourBawdy
Lectures @A Al | you haveAmtornyto isnneeerlead i Smi nkoe, fdAwas by
intended only to stimulate Youth teewdnessDebauch theiMorals, and prompt them to
vicious Coursesf Life, thereby to increase the number@épt Patients “¥ Cockburn had
this in mind in his prefatory remarks, where he
into a true Knowledge of itdatureandMethod of Curevithout exciting vicious
Inclinations; whereas most Treatises, of late, seem rdésggned to inflame the Youth with
Impure Notion**® For even the most sericnsinded medical author, writing about sexual
di seases fAwit ho @°twasadricky business.gAuthors everdiery aware of
the power of literary description.
Toretu n to Dickds worsening plight: his symptor

gleeting gonorrhoea and the aches of rotting syphilis.

2 |pid., 28.

“*Martends writings annoyed fr bighodstaand pr acti ti one
slanderous remar&she freely used erotic language. To guard against censure, Martin

feigned propriety by cautioning his reader against the very thing he did, which was writing

in a lewd manneMarten,Degrees and Sympton885.A few decaes later there was a

general concern that, by treating patients for venereal maladies at the Lock Hospital,
practitioners were condoningvidei nda E. Meri ans, fAThe London Lock
Lock Asyl uminfSecret MaMadyleh See AllenWages of Sin49, which

details how William Clowes refused treatment to licentious people.

4 John SpinkeQuackery Unmaskdd: or, Reflections on the
Treatise of the Venereal Disegé®ndon, 1709), 82. Marten was indicted in 1700a

lewd publication: hissonosologium Novumvhich was appended to the sixth edition of his

book on venereal disease. For more details about this indictment, see DavidLHoxaime

Literature in England, 166Q745(London: Shenval Press, 1964), 13.

*5|bid., 82.A similar criticism was leveled at quacks by the anonymous auttithef

Quackds Mi whel Icamyemned At ImederbPaastiftonebsevh® gns o f SOt
without and further Design, than encouraging, young People to run on in Sin, and keep

Ch ar famrgBwoat in perpetual Employ, make publick such things as Modesty would be
ashameTdheo fQuoback s Mi sc el l(Lamidon1732),m9TReranttkoe and Ver se

concluded that such medi cal smut was fAa mighty |
456 Cockburn,Symptoms, Nature, Cause, and Cymeface.
457 |

Ibid.
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6Ti || Pl agues come down upon him quick,

And none to say, Alas! po@ick.

His Nose, his Throat, his Back, and Shins,

All preach Repentance for his Sins;

And that which was chief Instrument

To make him Sin, does now repent

Of Stings like Conscience, and it weeps,

Both when he wakes and when he sleeps;

't girds him o6till he grinds his Teet h,

Above it shoots, and underneath

Hangssuch a Load such Bags of Sorrof®
The acme of his sorrows and symptoms is mental depression, which low and deplorable
condition was further impressed upon the reader by an accompanying engravig)(fig.

As medical writers enpfhaSarzreadwo itth ata sma shte svee
patient. Upon his |l andlady discovering that
Yel l ows, o she drove him out of her®Fisuse as
eviction was the death knell for Dickn  hi s mel ancholic state. ATh

and Careo Dick resolves to fihave ended [/ Wit
unable to find a proper instrument and only manages to inflict a painful Bflise.
Eventually, Dick follows thedte of many in his state, and kills himself. Those who inspect
Dickodés body agree that Aff®i thésebopehmust whe
this inspection, gives his own interpretation of the suicide:

And Mel ancholyds a Degree

Of Madness) Nowl 6 | | prove, said he,

This is a Running Mad: see here,

Does not the Ru¥%ning plain appear?0o
In this poetic depiction, a troublesome gleet became literally maddening, perpetuating bodily
and mental illness to the point of utter destruction.

Some authors sathe initial sexual desire as the real point of madness. Turner
descri bed how Athe Power of a |libidinous Dis
being out late at the other end of the Town, full of Money and as full of Wine, and passing
by theSynaggueof Satan on aMasqueradeNight, aShedevil stepping out of a Chair, and

seeing our young O06Squi r e Domniqueforcaditkes s6d, press

8 Progress of a Rake5.
459 pid., 50.
0 bid., 51.
1 bid., 53.
52 |bid., 54.
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Di v e r*®This ostedtatious description of a gentleman out on the town began one of
Turner6s case studies. |t continukadnig iHence quic
the Town Mansiorhouse of Luciferwere they bedded for an Hour, then dressing himself,
heparted from thelestroying Angghnd r et urnéd home. In few Days fr
there appear 68 HaviegsshoBpedrapound ams attémpted several
treatments, the young squire applied to Turner for f%lp.

As in nervous diseases, marriagaswhe surest cure for the madness of sexual
desire and venereal disease. Another of Turner 0s
who was fias mBacthuss offfenus of a bus Habif, insomuch that he
thought nothinfToonkd kcopui@ulkeidmrel ating how fAaf
times Clapt in less than two Years, once salivated, and for the greater part of the time very
briskly purged, instead of his wonted yellow Running he was not long without, found
himself at last constanty moi st endd wi* With this Ingegng gleetWie e pi ng. o
pocket, the fellow Alinkdd hi mself in Marriage,;
Bedding, told he of his Misfortune: Upon which, suspecting he was still infected, she would
notsi fer him to touch her, #°%hendwlyweedsremainedi n a di ff
in a AState of a conjunctive Separationd whil e h
However, the wife eventually Awas i rmdfbfor mbd a Bas
which some of her Friends, as well as himself, told her she might have prevented, by taking
the Maidds Pl ace *8Shetook this reasomingeo hBairt grid soughto . ©
Turner6s advice as to whether Itegexaniining band was sa
him again, advises that he is not contagious. Turner assumed that the couple took up
conjugal relations and that she continued without infection as, in time, the doctor heard that
she was delivered of a bafyy.

Similar t o Tunteral®wedtsatifahtre is soevirulerid matter
running, then men are not infectious. This notioa
have gone so far as to allow husbands to cohabit with their wives in order to save
appearances, and always wittiety. | could carry this still farther, and even allow a man
who has a gonorrhia to have connection with a sao

all the parts of any matter, by first syringing the urethra, making water, and washing the

*3Turner,Discourse Concerning Gleet$9.
%4 | bid.

**S1pid., 23.

*%1pid., 27.

7 | bid.

*81pid., 27-8.

49 |bid.

0 pid., 289.
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gl aff'disdouncertain whether Hunterodés advice ref
were not infectious, or he was pandering to
conjugal harmony. Behind prauptial medical advice was the driving ideology tliat
unyokedwas socially disruptive and destructf/éMarriage was the greatest help for reason
to control sexual desire and behavidiiEven though cases of marital affairs involving
infections were widely publicized, medical authors tended to recommarihge as a
safeguard against sexual maladies. Such recommendations were either given because it was
morally sound advice or from a sincere belief that the nuptial state quashed libertine
tendencies and the spread of dise@bke. surest protection fronmd remedy for gonorrhoea
was, accordhomge ¢ to Maadkiemggwd a goignant pruptial
message along with a detailecc count of a mai ddés journey intec
sexual acts with multiple partners engendered her infectionuam&® Marriage was
construed as the surest method for counteracting imprudent sexual behaviour, which, if left
unchecked, would eventually result in disease, pain, expense, isolation, desperation, ruin,
and maybe death. Gonorrhoea, then, was more thiaa fgysnptom of venereal disease; it
represented the outcome of certain lifestyles and activities, and profoundly instanced the
interconnection of the sex organs, nerves, and mind in the medicine and literature that
corresponded to the culture of sensibilit
Conclusion

Hunt erd6s clear and methodical treatise di
moralizations used and recycled in previous medical writings on gonorrhoea. Significantly,

he also omitted alluding to nerves and animal spirits in discussing gonorrlibgieein

*IHunter,Venereal Diseasel2.

472 Looming marriage dates sent many infected libertines scrambling for fast Seees.
Turner,DiscourseConcerning Gleetsl4, 16, 38.

“*As John Burrows wrote, fAHow often has the F
by the ignominious Traces of Debauchery, which a young Bride discovered on her

Bri degQuotméad i n Mari e. E. aMdAltlhies tVerg,e t iabd len V
Secret Malady85. Quoting John Burrows, Dissertation on the Nature and Effects of a

New Vegetable Remeflyondon: printed for the author, 1780), 37ary Stewarssuggests

t hat venereal disease wit hientorpEnglandtgae was fia
was sel dom opMarly Mdrsgarseste dStoewart, A6And BI
Marriage Hear se: 0 S&ywepMaladyliozll3aHoweveWWAlleneha , 6 i n

found that, fas early as 1504, infection bec
even saying that someone was i AlengWagesdf was en

Sin, 45.Citing specifically eighteenthentury examples, Rizahowshow incredibly public

the marital affairs involving sexual diseases of the landed gentry Bettg.Rizzo,

i De c or uSeget Malady®he particularly discusses Lords Barrymore and

Bolingbroke.

*"* Cooke,Mellificium Chirurgiag 233.

475 Falck, Venereal Diseas&®5-91. Continuing his moral censures, Falck condemned
sodomites and suggested that Aof all i nfecti
obstinate kind of anyo (ibid.).
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A

Hunterdés treathesetl whbatheappPealfedtds case studi e
section, entitled AOf Sympathy. o0 Therein he desc
with sensations or actions of other body parts, particularly imskse This sympathy, for
Hunter, was the basis for the nlmtal symptoms in venereal dised§€The theory also
resembles the principle of sensibility, especially the idea of internal, connected responses in
both body and mind. Asmubstalwaysearise filoen smpressitne d : iDi seas
made upon the body: and as man is probably susceptible of more impressions that become
the immediate cause of disease than any other animal, and is besides the only animal which
can be said to form artificial imprese®upon himself, he is subject to the greatest variety
of di &eases. o
Hunt er 6s bi ogt%uslipaitcized thieteesrg of §ympathy, by
suggesting that idea had | ong been known by othe
i rr i t"8Hovweeenin rébranding this older principle, Hunter had not based it upon
animal spirits. Rather, he suggested lymphatics as the mechanism for sympathy in disease,
although he failed to convincingly explain how such sympathy disseminated the effects of

gonorrhoeahroughout the bod{°De f endi ng Hunter against Footods a:

described fia sympathetic affection in our bodies
external objects; therefore, perfecrstdod di stinct
as arising fAfronMARdre Maaken, anmymmetrtvye scrouci al |y e

whole train of hypoc ho#advhile Hunteraevidtedlirgns t er i ¢ sy mpt o
prevailing ideas about animal spirits and nerves in gonorrhoea, his pathologgtitesc

and the debate about sympathy maintained the links between that malady, sensibility, sex,

and the mindHowever, Hunter also challenged beliefs about venereal diseases resulting

from mental and nervous conditiosA gl eet , 0 r e appaseddéobedtunt er , fAi s s
attendant upon what we call a relaxed constitution; but | can hardly say that | have observed

this to % Pelidate @ad mee/cuetypds werat more prone to gleets. Yéte

*"® Hunter,Venereal Diseasd..
7 Ipid., 10.
%8 Jesse FoofThe Life of John Hnter, (London, 1794).
"9 Foot,Observations2: 59. Quétel suggested tifat n t he second half of the
century, a third doctrine, the doctrine of sympathy, was advanced by Barthez, and
subsequent IQuétehHistomy af Syphlis 79.50r an example of the doctrine of
sympathy before Hunter, see Sintel&mourge of Venus and Mercyu36.
*®Hunter,Venereal Diseasé8.fi These constitutional sympathies f
diseases, are the same from whatever cause they proceed,; tleysyrapathetic effects of
irritation or of violence, and it is probable that all remotes sympathies are, at least in this
respect similar. o
®lJohnPeaked Candi d Review of Jesse Footds Observati
L—égnter, in His Late Treatisen the Venereal Diseagkondon, 1788), &
Ibid., 6.
83 Hunter,Venereal Diseasdl01.
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retained the ideathgt! eet s ar i se ifiofnr owh iac hh atbhiet pddfr tasc thav
which interpretation allowed masturbation, nocturnal pollutions, and excess venery to cause
the disorder.

Experiment and observation winnowed away the plurality of theories about venereal
diseases. Many authors begdrallenging the unicist theory, such as the Scottish physician
Andrew Duncan, who queried in his observations following the treatment of a patient in
1777 How f ar Gonorrhoea and Syphilis are, as |
considered as differemo di f i cati ons d*¥Altholgkesomeasnehadd i sease ?
Hunter, maintained that gonorrhoea was a part of the venereal df¢hsaynicist notion
was slowly eroded and gonorrhoea became a disease unto itself in the last few decades of the
century®®’ This distinction followed two observations: that contracting gonorrhoea and
syphilis were not mutually inclusive and that gonorrhoea had its own infectious fff4tier.
the 1770s, Andree confidently declared that venereal disease was only communicable by
fimereal matt &AsorAndlireecharedet®d, fdan ingenio
the discharge from a Gonorrhoea will produce a true venereal Chancre, by inoculating
hi mself with a | ancet whi c i Thissargeondhersst ened wi
inoculated himself from that second chancre to find that it too was vifiiféntthe same
decade, experiments by Hunter showed that venereal disease was not communicable to

ani mals, as he made repeated t¥ials to figive

84 bid., 99.

485 Duncan Medical Cases208.

485 Hunter,Venereal Disease?2.

87 See QuéteHistory of Syphilis82.QuételSuggestedth@ al f our 6s t hesi s fr
Edinburghh n 1767 fAwas the first to pose a seriou:¢
88 The first observation followed from a famous nautical and epidemiology casé shely

infection of the Tahitians. Indigenous inhabitants of Tahiti had no contact with gonorrhoea

or syphilis until visited by European sailors, specifically those on the voyages of Captain

Samuel Walllis, Louis Antoine de Bougainville, and Captain James Cook in the late 1760s.

Many eighteentit e nt ury wr i ters foll owed tlldther eport s
island Otaheite. See Duncaviedical Cases219220.And of Captain Cookds
infecting the population of an island, the Otaheite, received only syphilis and not

gonorrhoea. Some reports suggested that syphilis was introduced independent of

gonarhoeaal t hough some, | ike Hunter, insisted th
root . 0 SMesicaDdases2h7nHunterVenereal Diseasel4-5.

%9 Andree,Essay on the Thear$.

9 DuncanMedical Cases212.Investigators infected themselvesthwsyphilis and

gonorrhoea.

1 Andree, Essay on the Thear{9.

492 Hunter,Venereal Diseas€0. Humans, however, were not the only test subjects for these
inoculations. Previous observations had suggested that the venereal disease was common to
animals as w | | : Harreis af Opinion that this Disease is common to Dogs: He tells us,

he saw a little Cur iolland, that had a Virulent Running of the Reins, with several crusty

Ulcers upon his Body. He says farther, thdtaty many refrain eating Turkeybecause a

great Number of them are found to be infected with the Pox; and | have many Times
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New theories about how venereal disease affected the body and mind also appeared
near the close of the eighteenth century, especially concerning electricity. For Hunter,
electricity represented a pot entundtdbeofur e; he rep
service in some cases, and therefore may be tried either in the first instance, or when other
me ans h a{©thdr mddicatadithoos, such as Francis Lowndes, took notice of this
i nnovation in curing gl edrcityhasaftentbden opt i mi sti c cl a
successfully employed to remove the relaxation which causes this complaint. It is
recommended with this intention by Mr. J. Hunter, in his late celebrated work on the
Vener eal* Béctsicityaasealsdadopted for understamgdhow venereal disease
was spread. The theory that #Athe communication ¢
|l aws of electricityo reflected, according to QuG
electricity and the et raamdrmdil n #nGyganEdniasimo® f or Me
detakthow fa doctor attached to the French navyo de
transmission as r efluideétettriquenat was seteff by cedkasne nce of a
types of movements: the rhythmic rubbing of coitus, the friction of kissing, even flickering
e y e | “°Jist asmerves became expounded in terms of electricity rather than animal
spirits, so too was venereal disease.

However the legitimacy and significance of gonorrhoea, pica, and maternal
impressions for most of the eighteenth century relied upon the credibility of animal spirits.
The fates of these disorders in the last decades of the eighteenth century corresponded to the
dwindling importance and diminishing plausibility of that physiological theory. But while
that theory was current, sexual pathologies were profoundly connected to the mind. Medical
discussions about venereal disease, which were often spliced with moralgsaftagged
up mental sequelae to scare straight the promiscuous. But, authors did not target all wanton
types equally; the moneyed and educated classes were by far the most represented as
susceptible to these mental and nervous consequences of lesgédifSo too were females
from this social class most likely to be drawn into specific maternal mental experiences and

conditions. Anxieties of a culture preoccupied with physical and emotional feeling and of a

observed a Dribbling of the Urine, with a bloody and purulent Matter issuing from the Penis

of sever al Dogs, after t heMechaiCad Aicgoung23.s wi t h a hot
Yet, although the virulent matter was identified, many medical practitioners still protested,

Afiwhat the specific nature of the venereal poi son
of . 0 Edsaylorbtlee,Virulent Gonorrhoega

9 Hunter,Venereal Diseas®9.

9 Francis LowndesDbservations on Medical Electricifzondon, 1787), 38.

9 Quétel History of Syphilis80.

“*Susan P. Conner, -@dmtuiPy x SdcetrMaadgld.t e nt h
fiObviously Le Bru, the authorefhe t heory, had been influenced by
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society increasingly monegonscious and dividualistic were pointedly present in these
eighteentkcentury sexual pathologies.

Through medical debate, satirical verse, or sentimental novels, these disorders came
to prominence in connection with understandings and anxieties about how the organs of
generation, nerves, and the mind interrelatdéuhse diseases were inextricably bound to a
specific social and cultural place and time defined by sensibility. Practitioners observed
sensible constitutions, medicines balanced animal spirit economiestpatiperienced
nervous sequelae or sidffects, and people suffered from low, languishing, or exhausted
spirits.
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Figures: Chapter Four

Fig. 4.1 An illustration fromThe Progressofa Rake:r , t he T éanddn,d738)s Exi t

Sexual disease and the conventional plight of the sufferer are evidenced through certain

medical and cultural signs: the chamberpot, dirtied linen, disheveled bed, unlashed bent

sword, and his woeful expression. Tlaise of this unhappy scene is spelled out in the text

onthedeskRoc hest eda sl iPoeerntsi nedés | i festyle. The futur
thewall,A Har | ot ésgrarng bagpgs a a gicture frame. This figure is reminiscent

of anotherliteray character, the destitute hack writer al
complaints, and sometimes precedent to them, the patient is frequently tormented with

violent acute pains in the head, arms and shblaldes, shins and joints; they generally

cone on when in bed, and go off towamahs morni ng;

from British Museum.

! Smyth,New Treatisg23.
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