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All are built
some indication

A general view of three
of stone plastered with
of the thickness of the

A4 Plate xia

birak and an adjacent castle.
gypsum and in the foreground
plaster may be gained.

A4 Plate xib

A stairway leads to Al-birak and several buttress supports are
visible. Beyond is one of the castle's former towers.
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Site: AI-Wajh (Zurib)

A4 Plate xiC

The castle named Qualat Zurib is built of stone and is relatively well
preserved as this view of the main entrance and towers testifies.

A4 Plate xid

One of seve~al abyar scattered over wadi Zurib, it 1S circular and
lined with cut stones.
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Route Identified: C2

Site Type: simple

Sir Al-Qusayr (Akra)

This site is located 52km south-east of Al-wajh about (25°53' Nand

36~6'E.) The site consists of a bir and a small basin. The site is

mentioned by Al-Mawsawi (1965 p. 15) as the next pilgrim halt to Al-

Hawra. The site was mentioned as a watering place. Al-Jasir (1984, p.

31) states Akra is a large valley receiving river waters from as far a

field as Medinah. It consists of some wells but the water is not good.

Unfortunately Al-bir and the basin are in ruins and so measurement is

impossible.

Site Number:65

Route Identified: C2

Site Type: Sea port

Sir Al-'Amarah (Al-Hanak)

sir Al-'Amarah is situated about 52km south-east of bir Al-Qsayr (Akra)

(25~O'N and 37°01 'E. ) The site is probably the pilgrim station of

Al-Hanak mentioned by early Islamic and Arabic geographers and

travellers.

Al-satanuni (N.D. p. 36) refers to Al-Hanak as a way-station on the

Egyptian pilgrim coastal route, south of Akra and north of Al-Hawra. He



257

says that it has no water. Al-Jasir (1977, p. 461) refers to Al-Hanak

as a village located north of Ummluj on the shore of the Red Sea through

which the coastal route passes. It has been mentioned in the pilgrim

journeys because the pilgrims who came from the north following the

coastal route, passed through it.

There is a bir located in a sandy area, it has a circular mouth opening

with a diameter of about 2.5m. It is lined with stone and the level of

the water is about 20m. Although repaired recently it has been

abandoned and there are no signs of habitation in the area.

Site Number: 60

Route Identified: C2

Site Type: Sea port

Al-Hawra

This pilgrim station is situated 50km south-east of Al-Hanak and Skm

north of ummluj', (25~'N and 37°1S'E) on the east coast of the Red Sea.

Al-Hawra is an ancient seaport on the eastern coast of the Red Sea. It

is now in ruins. There is an archaeological site surrounded by a wire

fence erected by the Department of Antiquities and Museums. The area

consists of sandy hills and dunes, there are no signs of any remains of

ancient water resources or buildings (see A4 plate XII). When Al-Hawra

declined in importance its inhabitants moved out and went to live at
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Site: Al-Hawra

A4 Plate xii

A general view showing the archaeological site at Al-Hawra.
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Ummluj .

Al-Yaqubi (1892, p. 341) locates Al-Hawra south of Mankhus and north of

AI-Jar on the Egyptian pilgrim coastal route. Al-Idrisi (1878, p. 350)

describes Al-Hawra as a populated village. Its inhabitants obtain their

water from fresh wells.- Al-Jaziri (1983, vol 2, pp. 125, 1404) says the

journey from Akra to Al-Hawra takes four days. He also says the water

is unfit for human consumption but safe for animals. In another passage

he describes AI-Hawra as a village of Al-Hijaz. Sadiq (1313 A.H., p. 27)

describes AI-Hawra as a station located over a wide area with fresh

springs and a forest of palm-groves. He says the distance between AI-

Hawra and Nabat is 15 hours journeying by camel.

Al-Himyari, 1975, p. 205 states that Al-Hawra is a town at the coast of

wadi AI-Qura.

wells.

Site Number: 59

It consists of a mosque, palm groves and eight fresh

Route Identified: C2

Site Type: Sea port

ummluj

This pilgrim station is located 10km south of Al-Hawra (25~1IN and

27°16'E) on the eastern coast of the Red Sea. Although it was mentioned

by early writers as a stopping place on the coastal Egyptian pilgrim
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route between Egypt and MARKA (Bakr 1981, p. 138) and is a crossroads

there is no evidence of ancient water resources.

Site Number: 51

Route Identified: C2

Site Type: Simple

This pilgrim station is situated 50km south east of Ummluj, about 100km

north-west of Yanbu and about 25km east of the Red Sea (24°42 I Nand

37~1'E) on the inland Egyptian pilgrim route at wadi Nabat. Al-Hijri

(N.D. p. 372) says Nabat is a wadi. Al-Mawsawi (1965, p. 12) refers to

Nabat as a way station north of Yanbu Al-Nakhl on the inland route from

Medinah to Egypt. Al-Jasir (1984, p. 33) describes wadi Nabat as having

four abyar built with trimmed stones containing abundant fresh water.

Bakr (1981, pp 372) says the road from Al-Hawra to Ummluj goes inland

towards the south east to Bir Nabat via Medinah passing through Yanbu al

Nakhl. A second road follows the coast towards Yanbu Al-Bahr.

It has abundant water resources, particularly dug wells (see A4 plan V

& folder 31).

architectural

investigation.

Al-Abyar are all similar in their construction and

features and four Abyar have been selected for

All four Abyar are hand dug wells with circular mouth openings, lined
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with granite stones available locally. The stone lining reaches to

about 9m down, the rest of the well was formed by being dug into the

solid rock. Their diameters range between 3.20m and 4.50m. The level

of the water is about 11m in each. All four Abyar have had parts of

their shafts repaired recently with modern building materials (cement).

AI-Abyar are still used, there are diesel powered pumps at each well to

draw the water. (See A4 plate XIII a,b) The water is fresh and

drinkable and used for humans and animals although there is no sign that

it is used for the cultivation of crops. There is a small settlement

located about 1krn east of AI-Abyar and there are some farms scattered

around AI-wadi. Al-wadi has plenty of trees and plants and is rich in

ground water.

There is a small rectangular basin nearby Al-Abyar, it measures about

a.70m x 13m. The thickness of its wall is about 50cm and it is built

of stone and plastered inside with gypsum. Its condition is poor and

it is choked up with debris and it is only about 50cm deep.

Site Number: 41

Route Identified: C2

Site Type: Sea port

Yanbu Al-Bahr

This pilgrim stopping place lies 140km south-east of Ummluji 55km
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Site: Nabat

A4 Plate xiiia

A powered pump draws water from this modernised well, but it is an
ancient circular dug well lined with trimmed stones and plastered with
gypsum. The shaft rises above the ground.

A4 Plate xiiib

The interior of the well shows th it is cons ruc ed to a high s andard
with trimmed stones. These stones extend to he b se of the w 11.



261

south-west of Yanbu Al-Nakhl and 200km west of Medinah about (24°05'N

and 38°04'E) on the east coast of the Red Sea.

In early Islamic times, when Yanbu was mentioned, the name referred to

Yanbu Al-Nakhl because Yanbu Al-Bahr was not an important place (Al­

Jasir N.D. p. 12). When the seaport of Al-Jar started to decline, in

the 4th century of Al-Hejra the pilgrim caravans which came by land or

sea began to use Yanbu and it started to flourish, and grow (Bakr 1981,

p. 142). Yanbu Al-Bahr lacked in water resorces so that lithe water is

brought from wells three miles east, on camel back and from others

(brackish) in the town; also from rain-cisterns". (Hogarth, 1917 p.26)

Since Yanbu Al-Bahr had no natural water resources, the pilgrims only

stayed briefly and then continued their journey to Yanbu Al-Nakhl where

there was an abundance of water. The inhabitants of Yanbu Al-Bahr

obtained their water either by bringing it from the village of Al­

Misihti which lies about 10km to the east or by building rain cisterns.

(Basha 1926, vol 2, p.13).

Nowadays Yanbu is a very important port and new industrial city.

For more information about Yanbu Al-Nakhl and Yanbul Al-Bahr the reader

may consult Al-Jasir (N.D).
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Site Number: 42

Route Identified: T2

Site Type: simple

Yanbu Al-Nakhl

This pilgrim station lies 55km north-east of Yanbu Al-Bahr and 70km

north-west of wadi Al-Safra (24°24'N and 38'38'E.) The area of Yanbu

Al-Nakhl covers a large wadi which runs from north-east to south-west

for a distance of about 60km until it reaches the Red Sea at Yanbu

Al-Bahr. It is mentioned frequently in history books recording early

Islamic events because of its location on the trade caravan route between

Al-Hijaz and Bilad 1'.l-Sham (1'.l-Jasir N.D. p.10).

Al-wadi has a number of tributaries so that wadi Yanbu is a large

catchment basin where there is an abundance of ground water. 1'.l-wadi has

many water resources, springs and wells, but despite the abundance of its

water supply, it is not as rich in water as before as many of the springs

have dried up (see 1'.4 plate XIV). 1'.l-wadi contains a chain of villages

all connected to one another and stretching for a distance of about 35km

(Basha 1983, vol 1, p.195). 1'.1 wadi also has many farms and gardens

with palm groves and many types of plants and crops and the people who

live there are permanent residents.
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Site: Yanbu Al-Nakhl

A4 Plate xiv

A view of one of the ancient springs of Yanbu still
running with water.
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Site Number: 32

Route Identified: 14

Site Type: simple

Al-Safra (wadi Al-Safra)

This pilgrim station is situated 70km south-east of Yanbu Al-Nakhl (by

dusty unpaved road) (24°03 I N and 38<>S6'E.) Al-Safra described as a

village supplied by springs and with farms and palm groves (Arram N.D.

p.9) is a wadi valley with several tributaries, it extends for more than

50km and runs from the north-east roughly towards the south-west. Al-

wadi has abundant water resources and many palm groves and gardens. It

contains a number of agricultural settlements and villages which nearly

all connect to one another (Ibn Batutah N.D p. 88). Al Isfahani (1968,

p. 410) describes Al-Safra as a wadi with many palm-trees, about two

nights journey from Medinah. Al-Himyari 1975, p. 362 describes Al-Safra

as a village six day's journey from Medinah. It consists of plenty of

springs, farms and palmgroves. Unfortunately most of these villages are

noW in ruins and only a few people remain. The modern paved road which

connects Medinah and Yanbu Al-Bahr passes through there.

There is a village called Al-Wasita, it was called Al-Safra and wadi Al­

Safra was probably named after it (Al-Biladi N.D. p. 162). The area is

now covered with a forest of palm trees and has abundant water which is

obtained from pumped wells. (See A3 plate XV) There is no evidence of
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Site: Al-Safra

A4 Plate xv

A forest of palm-groves at Al-Safra indicating the abundant water resources.
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tanks and wells. All sites are supported by springs.

Site Number: 26

Route Identified: T4

Site Type: simple

Badr

This village is situated 90km south-east of Yanbu' and 30km north-east

of AI-Jar (230 46'N and 380 47'E) at the bottom of wadi AI-Safra. The

valley is agriculturally very rich. Badr was mentioned by Arabic and

Islamic travellers and geographers as a pilgrim station and watering

place. It became well known after the battle of Badr that was fought

between the Muslims and the polytheists. The Muslims gained a victory

over the polytheists. Yaqut (1955 Vol. 1, p. 357) refers to Badr as a

well known watering place located between MAKKA and Medinah. Ibn Batutah

(N. D p. 147) describes Badr as a village with palm-groves, a well

fortified citadel and a fountain. Al-Zamakhshari (1855 p. 20) refers to

Badr as a watering place located between MAKKA and Medinah. Al-Harbi

(1981, pp. 418-20) says the distance from Badr to AI-Jar on the Red Sea

is 16 miles, he also says that Badr possesses two springs and various

f ruits grow there i bananas, grapes and dates. Goods are brought f rom the

sea port of AI-Jar and its people are of mixed race. The springs which

once flowed at Badr are now dried up and the farmers use pumped wells



265

for their water supply.

Site Number: 25

Route Identified: C3

Site Type: Sea port

Al-Jar

This pilgrim station lies (230 36'N 38° 33'E) on the Red Sea Coast. It

is about 10km north west of the village of Al-Rayyis. It is mentioned

by the early Arabic geographers as an important seaport and pilgrim

station.

Yagut says Al-Jar is a town located on the coast of Bahr Al-Qulzum - the

Red Sea - "about a day and night distance" between it and Medinah (Yaqut

1955 Vol. 2 p.92). Al-Jasir says Al-Jar was well known in pre-Islamic

times and continued to prosper during the early Islamic period when it

became the most famous seaport in Al-Hijaz (Al-Jasir N.D. p. 47).

Arram identifies Al-Jar as on the coast transhipping goods from

Abyssinia, Ethiopia, Egypt, Al-Bahrain and China. It is quite a large

populated village (N.D. p.9). Nasir (1983 p. 86) says that Al-Jar is

a small town on the coast of the sea three days from Medinah. Al­

Hamadani says Al-Jar is the seaport of Medinah. (Al-Hamadan~ 1974, p.

58)

The rise of Yanbu Al-Bahr also gave cause to the decline of Al-Jar and
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subsequent extinction.

Our surveys yielded no remains, due in part perhaps to the high humidity

causing the decay of ancient structures. (See A4 plate XVI)

Site Number: 16

Route Identified: C3

Site type: Sea port

Masturah

Nowadays, there are two places called Masturah. The old, ancient

Masturah and new Masturah. The new Masturah lies on the east shore of

the Red Sea, while the old Masturah is situated about 10 km east of the

Red Sea. They are separated by the old paved road that leads between

MARKA and Medinah. Masturah lies about 75 km south of Badr and about

65 km south-east of the port of Al-Jar, at about 23° 07'N and about 38°

50'E. The old Masturah is mentioned as a pilgrim station by a number

of Arabic and Islamic geographers and travellers. Al-Jasir (1983, p.

106) describes it as a village with a large dug well lined with trimmed

stones.

The Egyptian pilgrims passed through this site when they came to the holy

cities of MARKA and Medinah to perform Al-Hajj (pilgrimage). Basha

(1926, vol 2, p.203) says that Masturah consists of huts and a well 8m

in depth with walls 1 metre thick. The well shaft rises about 2 metres
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Site: Al-Jar

A4 Plate xvi

Now a protected but undeveloped archaeological site this general view
shows the general location of the ancient sea port of Al-Jar.
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above ground level. Al-bir has an interior stairway with 5 steps, its

water is fresh and clean. He also says that there is another bir about

half an hour's journey away. AI-Batanuni (N.D. p 36) mentions Masturah

as a halting place on the road to AI-Haramain (MAKKA and Medinah) and

that it has fresh water. Masturah was a meeting point where the

pilgrims converged. The pilgrims who wished to go to MAKKA go towards

the south-west through Rabigh, while the pilgrims to Medinah go towards

the east to AI-Abwa and from AI-Abwa to Bir Mubayrik. The pilgrim

station consists of a number of Abyar (wells) as a water resource.

Three wells are selected as examples because they are old wells and have

distinctive aspects. They are quite big and have been constructed with

outstanding architectural design (see A4 plan VI & folder 20).

The first one is bir AI-Mahdaliyah. It has a circular opening with

internal diameter of about 2.80m. It is a dug-well lined with basalt

stones from top to bottom. The thickness of the wall of the mouth

opening is about 1.10m. The depth of the well at the point where the

water reaches is Gm. Al-bir has a deep cleft, similar to that seen at

AI-Qadhibah well (see a1so site 40) al though in the case of bir

AI-Mahda1iyah, in addition to the projecting stones, there are rafters,

the edges of which are fixed into the opposite side of the cleft. The

purpose of that cleft was as a stairway to reach the bottom of the well

(see A4 plate XVII a, b). There is a small rectangular basin, about 1.30
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A4 Plate xviia

very roughly cut stones have been plastered with gypsum to give
support to the shaft of this ancient well.

A4 Plate xviib

A deep cleft with projecting stones and girders (in h
the well at Qadhimahl which is used as a stairway 0

water.

s m s yle as
in ccess to the



268

x 1.10m internally and it is built of stones plastered with gypsum.

Al-bir seems to have been restored recently. Al-bir is situated within

agricultural lands.

The second bir Al-Masnua is located at about 1.50Km east of bir Al-

Mahdaliyah, it has a circular mouth opening, only half of which remains

today. The diameter of the opening is about 2.8m. It is a dug-well,

lined with stones and plastered. Unfortunately, it is now choked up

with sand and a tree is growing in its mouth (see A4 plate XVIIc).

The third bir is bir Al-Hafir is situated at about 3Km south-east of

Masturah. The mouth of Al-bir is covered except for a very narrow

opening. The opening is circular with a diameter of about 55cm. (see A4

plate XViid) However, the opening becomes wider as it descends and

reaches about 3.6m diameter. It is a dug-well, lined with stones, but

is now filled in with sand, its current depth is about 2m. It is

plastered from the inside as is the opening. Al-bir has now dried up.

It too is located in an agricultural area.

Site Number: 13

Route Identified: C3

Site Type: Sea port

Rabigh

This town is situated 40km south-east of Masturah on the Red Sea about
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Site: Masturah

A4 Plate xviic

Showing signs of considerable decay a second ancient well lined with
cut stones has been plastered with gypsum.

A4 Plate xviid

A third well at this site called Al-Hafir is lined with stone. The
shaft is covered except for a small hole and only a small part of the
shaft is visible.
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22° 48'N and 39° 02 1 E. It was and still is a pilgrim station on the

Egyptian pilgrim coastal route. Al-Bakri (1983, vol 2, p.635) refers

to Rabigh as a place between Medinah and Al-Juhfah. Al-Jaziri (1983, vol

2, p.1252) when mentioning the way stations between Medinah and Makka

says that from Al-Jar to Rabigh on the coast towards the south is five

days journey. Its water is sometimes fresh and drinkable particularly

during periods of rain, but most times it is brackish. He also refers

to Rabigh as a village with watering places, huts and farms. Al-Batanuni

(N.D. p. 36) describes Rabigh as a village about half an hour from the

sea with a castle and storage places where provisions for the travellers

could be kept. There are cisterns filled with fresh water. Basha (1926,

vol 2, pp 202, 203) refers to Rabigh as a village about 30 hours from Al­

Juhfah. From Rabigh the road branches into three. The southern road

subdivides into two, one branch going to MAKKA, the second to Jeddah.

The eastern route goes to Medinah. The northern road goes to Masturah

and then to Medinah. He also adds that Rabigh consists of houses, shops,

cisterns, a market and a castle built with stone which has seven doors.

Water is obtained from pits. Al-Biladi (1985, pp. 99, 100) refers to

Rabigh as the main town between Medinah and MAKKA, located at the mouth

of wadi Marr which flows into the Red Sea. It replaced Al-Juhfah as a

pilgrim station. Rabigh was a meeting place where the pilgrims gathered.

Those pilgrims who preferred to pay a visit to Medinah took the way
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towards the north-east to Riya Harsha, bir Mubayrik and then on to

Medinah. The pilgrims who wanted to go directly to MAKKA took the road

towards the south east, passing through AI-Juhfah and then on until they

reached MARRA. There is also another road, it is a coastal road going

to AI- Qadhimah. It runs along the Red Sea coast from AI-Qadhimah to

Jeddah and then on to MARRA.

Despite the clear importance of this site no water resource structures

could be found today nor does the castle survive.

Site Number: 9

Route Identified: C3

Site Type: Sea port

AI-Qadhimah

Al-Qadhimah is a small village which lies about 22 km west of Qudid, at

about 22° 20 N and about 39° 09 E. The pilgrim station consists of three

Abyar (wells). For a detailed survey, I selected the ancient and largest

one, which has remarkable architectural design (see A4 plan VIr & folder

20). Al-bir is a dug-well, lined with black stones from top to bottom.

It has a circular mouth opening which has an internal diameter of about

2.85m. The open mouth of the well is surrounded by a parapet which

rises about one meter above the ground to protect Al-bir. The thickness

of the parapet is about 1.25m. The depth of the well is about 7m and
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still has water in it. Inside Al-bir at the west side there is a deep

cleft sunk into the wall. Its depth is about 95cm, it descends until it

reaches the water. There are projecting stones (about 10) placed in the

opposite sides of the cleft which serve as a stairway which descends to

the bottom of Al-bir (see A4 plate XIIIa, b). Al-bir is plastered with

gypsum as is the mouth opening. There is a stairway outside which links

up to the mouth opening. It is about 3m long and is about 1.80m wide.

This stairway used to reach to the mouth of Al-bir. Al-bir which is now

abandoned is located to the west of the old village and near to the old

paved road.

AI-Batanuni (N.D. p. 209) referred to AI-Qadhimah when he enumerated the

stations on the caravan route between MARRA and Medinah. He described

AI-Qadhimah as a village on the Red Sea with small houses. water was

obtained from pits that filled with water during periods of heavy rain.

Basha (1983, vol 2, p.216) says the caravans that frequently travel

between MARRA and Medinah leave Khulis and arrive at Qadhimah 12 hours

later. He also says that AI-Qadhimah is the fourth stage from MARRA to

Medinah. It possesses three Abyar but because they are located near the

sea the water is brackish. Basha (1926, Vol. 2, p. 202) refers to Al­

Qadhimah as the next halting place to Khulis going towards Medinah. It

consists of a market and a well built with stone which has two stairways,

one which is internal with nine steps, the other exterior with six steps.
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Site: Al-Qadhimah

A4 Plate xviiia

An ancient large circular well built of cut stones. The shaft rises
above ground and a stairway links to it and leads to an opening of

the well.

A4 Plate xviiib

A deep cleft on the west side of the well interior goes from to t
bottom. It has girders of stones which can be used as a stairw

P
0

Plaster is still visible on the internal walls of the well. ay.



272

AI-Biladi (1985, p. 77) says AI-Qadhimah is a populated coastal town.

The road between Jeddah and Medinah passes by before connecting with the

MARRA road. It is about 98km north of Jeddah and 57km south of Rabigh.

Site Number: 4

Route Identified: I7

Site Type: Sea port

Jeddah

Jeddah lies on the eastern coast of the Red Sea some 74 kilometres west

of MARRA. It is the most important coastal city in AI-Hijaz province.

Its primary importance derives from its past function as the principal

pilgrim entry port. Because of its importance I give here a fuller

description of its origins and water resources. There is then a brief

description of the two stopping points which exist on the route from

Jeddah to MARRA.

The city of Jeddah is ancient and probably predates the Christian era.

It was a small village inhabited by the Qudhah, an arabic tribe prior to

Islam. (AI-Batanuni N.D. p. 5) However, Jeddah increased in importance

after the expansion of Islam particularly during the period of the third

Caliph, uthman, Ibn 'Afan, in 26 AH (646). Prior to the expansion of

Jeddah as a sea port MARRA had been served by the small port of Al-

Shu'abah. (AI-Fasi N.D. vol 1 pp.87,88) Jeddah is not without some
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religious significance for according to Islamic tradition, when God sent

Adam and Eve from heaven, Adam descended in India, while Eve descended

at Jeddah. (Al-Azraqi N.D. vol 1, p.39 and Al-Fasi N.D. op cit)

As Jeddah expanded, particularly as Islam spread beyond the Arabian

peninsula, water resources became critical and early Islamic writers

observed the shortage of fresh water. Al-Maqdisi, for example, visited

Jeddah in the fourth century. He notes that although Jeddah had many

water tanks, the inhabitants suffered shortages of water supply and as

a result of that, water was brought in from springs some distance outside

the city. (Al-Maqdisi, 1906, p. 79) Other writers, for example, Nasir

Khisro, notes that there is insufficient water for tree growth or

vegetation in Jeddah and its timber and vegetables have to be brought

from other villages. (Nasir 1983, p. 120) Despite this lack of resources,

Jeddah is a flourishing town with a strong financial and commercial

sector. Within the province it is second only to MAKKA in prosperity.

(Al-Istakhri, 1870, vol 1 p.27)

Throughout Jeddah there is evidence of ancient cisterns developed as part

of most houses to collect water from the roof during rain storms.

However as these rains are not substantial or regular, the flow to

cisterns is augmented with water from rainfall or springs located outside

the city. (Burckhardt, 1968, pp. 11, 12) Some of these cisterns hold

brackish water, particularly where the springs are located close to sea
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level. (AI-Batanuni, N.D. p. 8) Outside Jeddah further tanks provide

water for the pilgrims. Successive governments have recognised the water

resource problems of Jeddah and have expanded the water resource

infrastructure. Today the Saudi government brings water to Jeddah from

wadi Fatimah and from Khulis by pipeline.

The journey from Jeddah to MAKKA takes two/three days requiring one/two

nights of rest. The caravans are protected by fortresses at various

points on the route. The two stopping places on the route are Bahrah and

Haddah.

Site Number: 3

Route Identified: I7

Site Type: simple

Bahrah

The small village of Bahrah consists of a few huts and small houses. A

castle is located about a mile from the village. It is mentioned by

several writers, for instance Burckhardt, (1968, p. 54), describes Bahrah

"as a cluster of about twenty huts, situated upon a plain extending

eastward. At Bahrah there is plenty of water in wells, some sweet and

k ' hItsome brac 1.S •

Arsalan, (1350 A.H., p. 13) described Bahrah as a halting place between

Jeddah and MAKKA consisting of poor quality huts, shanties and houses but
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no explicit mention was made of water resources. "This village, in

reality is nothing but a double line of shacks, coffeee shops, a few huts

of palm fronds and a very small mosque - was the traditional halting

place for caravans half-way between Jeddah and MARRA" (Asad, 1954, p.

363) •

Our surveys both in the village itself and at the castle showed no sign

of ancient water resources structures.

Site Number 2

Site Identified: r7

Site Type: simple

HADDAH

At this site there is four or five miles of cultivated ground, various

houses and huts and a mosque. There are springs and some fresh water

wells and a stream of brackish water which rises to the northeast and

flows approximately two miles, partially over stone built water courses,

before draining into the desert. (Reane, 1887, p. 6) However, there are

few signs of substantial ancient water resource structures.

Because of the assured water supplies at Jeddah and MARKA it may well be

that it was unnecessary in such a relatively short route to establish

storage devices for water supply. Pilgrims could presumably have carried

sufficient water for the journey and were assured at Haddah of some

water.
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