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Programme Notes: The starting point for Autumnal Sketches was a fragment of melody I wrote several years ago but had never been able to satisfactorily incorporate into 

my compositions. To me, the melody, which is stated at the close of the work in the piano, represents a single leaf falling from a tree, and so the work became a way of 

exploring autumn textures and representing the season using musical ideas. The result is a series of sketches making the piece episodic in structure but sharing motivic ideas.

Many thanks to Adrian for his time spent on this piece and to the chamber orchestra for their time, contributions and discussion throughout the rehearsal period. (JR)
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Score - as written

On conductor's down-beat instruments

enter from nothing, individually and 

in any order.

∑
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Jonathan Read (2012)

Autumnal Sketches 

Written for The University of Sheffield Chamber Orchestra
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mf cresc.

ff sub. mf espress.

mf espress.

mf cresc.

f dim. f

mf cresc. f
mf espress.

sempre mp

f

ø

mf f

ø ø ø

mf mp mf dim.

mp sempre

E

mf mp mf mp mf

mf mp mf sub.mf mp mf dim.

mf mp

mf
sub.mf

mp mf

mf mp mf
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sempre mf

f
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sempre mf

f

5

4

3

4

4

4

5

4

3

4

4

4

5

4

3

4

4

4

5

4

3

4
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4
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4
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3
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∑ ∑

&

con sord.

∑
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∑
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?

?

Œ Œ Œ œ œb œb œœ
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Œ
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˙

˙b ˙ œ
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Ó œ

>

b ™
œ

>

b

j

wb œb œ

>

™
œ

>

b ™
w

>

b

10



°

¢

{

°

¢

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Pno.

Vln. I

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

mf

q=90 Gradually slowingrit. 

F

117

f

f
submp legato - dying away

mf

f cresc. ff

ø ø

ff ff
o

mp

q=90 Gradually slowing

rit. 

F

mp sempre

ff
ff p

mp sempre ff

ff o
mp

mp sempre ff

ff mp

mp sempre

f

cresc.

ff

ff
mp ppp mp

f cresc. ff ff
o

mp p

f

cresc. ff ff
o

mp mp

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4
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4
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∑
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&
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?

Catch the harmonics

Leave ringing

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

Glissando is free and unconducted

Not in time with the person next to you
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o
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t
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∑ ∑ ∑
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œ œ ™ œn

J

œ œ
> œ

> œ
> w

Ó
˙
-
b ˙

-

˙
-
b

Œ œ

>

# œ

>

n œ

>

œ# ™ œ ™
œ# œ

-
# Œ ˙

-
# ˙

-

˙

-

#

Œ
œ

>

œ

>

# œ

>

œ# ™ œ ™
œ# œ

-

#
Œ

˙

-

˙
- œ

-
#

Œ
w

U

˙ œ# ™ œ
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mp espress.

mp espress.

mp espress.

p sf p sf p sf

mp p sfmp
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mf p sf
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sf p sf
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f

q=50 Warmly

G

137

f

o

f

pp cresc. mp cresc.

q=50 Warmly

G

mf cresc.

f
p cresc. mp cresc.

mf cresc.
f

p cresc.

mp cresc.

mf cresc.

f p cresc.

mp cresc.

mf cresc.

f

p cresc. mp cresc.

mf cresc.

f p cresc. mp cresc.
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4
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4
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4
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4
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