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Abstract

Access to public transportation can have a sighn
opportunities. It can affect access to educati ol
potential for social mobility and development. Wom&s ur ban experiences ca
mobility patterns due to gender related factors. Fears of sexual assault, feelings of vulnerability, and the

strain of having to juggle paid work and (ofter

mobilities and these difficulties can be exacerbated by inefficient transport systems.

This thesis examines the current transportation system and its associated infrastructure in Saltillo, a city

in northwestern Mexico, by implementing a mixee&thod approach that combines 1) ethnographic
shadowing, 2) transect walks, and 3) urban audisiefstops. | explore the ways in which care work
andgendebased violence shape womends mobilities and
its associated infrastructure shapes their urban experiences. My research approach draws on feminist
theoisations of the production of space and feminist urban geograpbplematigng the concept of

t he &édnéuttrhalougiht yan i ntersectional | ens.

| present a thesisy-papers structure that delineates how the public transport system and its associated
infrastructure exacerbates womendés financial, S ¥
the physical characteristics of the transport mftar uct ur e shape womenbdés perc
(Paper Three). lalso elaborate on my methodological approach rooted in a fenini@imed
understanding o$entipensar(Paper One) and reflect on my fieldwork journey and positionality as a
woman researching womeno6s mhhisthésis alsoensludesChaMersk i ¢ o
dedicated to the introduction (Chapter One), literature review (Chapter Two), context of the study

(Chapter Three) and methodological framework (Chapter Four).

L Sentipensais a term in Spanish that stems from the wosdstirto feel andoensarto think.
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Chapter One: Introduction

This thesis is a feminist informed study that fo

particularly around public transportation in Saltillo, Mexico. In this project, | explore how the current

transport system and its associated infragtruce s hape womends mobility ar
|l ooking into womends everyday struggles when nav
met hod analysis of womends journeys -réelaedfpaots| i ¢ tr

such ascare work reproductive laboyrand fears ofcendefrBasedvi ol ence ( GBV) shape
perceptions ond decisions around usipgblic transportation. | draw from feminist thezgof space

and the city in order to contribute to feminist |
urban realities and the challenges they face dMiynk and Hanson, 1982; Jirén, 2017; Butcher and

Maclean, 2018; Soto Villagran, 2018; Kern, 2020a; Quinones, 2080y oing this, | adopt a
intersectionabpproach to the task of analygin womends wur ban experiences in

social markers like gendassigned roles, age, and socioeconomic background shape their mobilities.

Since the early 1970s, feminist scholars have critiqued urban planning models that centre around a
masculine ideal of mobility patterns between public (productive) and private (reproductive) space
(Wekerle, 1979; Harman, 1983; Matrix, 1984; Massey, 1L98Xey barrier for feminist knowledge to

permeate in urban planning policiesmiderstandingand strategies may relate to tiationof space as

a Oneutral é setting (@otda Vilagrao, 2048) Howevdr, sahdiassraerass er i st
various fields have challenged thispiction,arguing that in fact, spacesscially constructedfull of

power and symbolism; space is a dynamic product of social relationSdseel980 and Massey,
1994b)and, equally, social relations are shaped by space where markers like gender, age, physical
abilities, ethnicity, class and many others, can determine urban expe(Mfetesle, 1979; Chouinard,

1997; Ortiz Guitart, 2007; Burgess, 2009; Whitzman, 2013)

As | explore inmoredepth in Chapter Two, global literature indicates that geralated barriers like

fears of GBV, (unpaid) care work, gendered paid work opportunities and the lack &fepadoes
exacerbate womends | ower qual i tuyheradnstrdintsforthea nd s o
mobilities throughout the <city. Womends fear of
patterns and affects how, whemd where they travel, placing restrictions on their journeys that may
seeminli vi dual, but are part of a | arger pattern of
(King, 1999, p. 6; Macmillan, Nierobisz and Welsh, 2000; Logan, 2015; Dunckel Graglia, 2016;
Quinones, 2020)And while women have been rapidhcorporatinghemselveinto paid employment

in recent decades, domestic work is stild] over wt
given womendés finatural 6 association with childb
(Beneria, 1979; Pain, 1991b; McDowell, 1993b, p. 165)
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This dynamic often translates tdidouble shifb for women who have caregiving responsibilities and

work outside of the householdrban planning policieselated tolanduse, zoning, and transport
services play a key r ol-relatad barriere corapticats and ihtensify their g e s .
daily travel patterns; women6s mobilities can b
unreliable, and thadrioritise the masculindeteronormative productive citizen and their travel patterns

(De Simone, 2018)this in turn affects access to professional opportun{tizsnilton and Jenkins,

2000; Turner and Grieco, 20000 These c¢chall enges are dynamic thr
reshapeand build orone another in relation to other factors like socioeconomic status and the support
networks that women have available to th@ickery, 1977; Massey, 1993; Macliet al, 2020;

Menon, 2022)

Public transportation, t hus, i's a main point of
(and access) to the city. As | begin to narrow the focus of analysis from global literature to research that
draws similarities to the socioculturaind geographicalontextof Mexican cities, the vibrant literature

on Latin American citiess necessaryo explore. In recent decades scholars have developed qualitative

and quantitative studies that seek to meaanckanalysé¢ he ext ent of llemgesniends ur
order to envision policies that could redress them. For instance, in Santiago deli@ml€2007a,

2007b)has showcased how everyday urban experiences are deeply impacted by gender; for women,
travel decisiormaking and consequent mobility strategies are not individual, but heavily depend on

other persons because of their role as main caregivers. Althougbuliie transport system in
Concepcion, Chile hdsroadspatial coverage of the urban area and speed in commuting time, its lower
frequency and convenience during e ak hour s affects womends jour
patterns do not follow maleommuting trip conventiongliron and Gémez, 2018; Jirédn, Carrasco and
Rebolledo, 2020)in BogotaQuinones (202Mighlights that sexual harassment and the threat of GBV

in public transportation deeply affects womenods
of movement and expression. Her research calls for policies that do not seek to segregatanwomen
order to protect them (i.e., womemnly transport) and instead, argues that effective policies should
challenge the power relations of men and women in public space, and the domination of men over

womenods bodi es.

I'n Mexico the story goes differently. In 2000, |
womenés right to travel wi t-omlp teahspoht policgt hat negervés a n d
specific sections for women in the subway and metrobusrayg\sDunckel Graglia (2013, 2016)gs

argued, while womewnly transportation may provide women with a safer commute, pink

transportatiohf ai | s to address an underlying issue, whi

% | refer to womeronly transport strategies as pink transportation strategies because they tend to be associated
with the colour pink. For instance, in India, womem | y bus system is called APink
called fithe PihnhkoBusasoad Womalkdanayes@reasmpnk.

13



women, and their objectification and appropriation of female bodies. Taking into account the severity
and relentlessness of the levels of GBV that women endure while commuting, wwaiyen
transportation solutions seem reasonable at face value. Howegerstretegies target only the violent
aspect thatwomen face and not the lingering systems that reproduce deeply rooted gender inequalities
that overlook and even normalise harassment and violence against women in transgDidat&al

Graglia, 2016) Womenonly transport strategiesonsidersthat by removing women from the place

where the aggressors are (namely men), that their mobilities will resume safely and without any further
issuedecause their focusisonlyonGBY However, womends mobilities,
male commuting conventions due to their disproportionate role in care work, and wolpetrategies

fail to address this aspect of womenoserreayeeds i1
Mexico, women with cang responsibilities are more likely to suffer spatial segregation on an urban
scale due to their restricted economic activity; time and cost of commuting are a significant constraint
for women who want to pursue paid employment because of their sociaktiomolegsee Garnica

Monroy and HernandeReyes, 2022and womenonly strategiesinintendedly fail toaddress these

complexities.

Furthermore, while there sgnificant literaturdocusedorwo mends ur ban chall enges
of it frames the experience of women who live and travel in méagpobab cities like Mexico City,

Guadalajara, or Monterregmallet or secondarivexican cities remaininderrepresented in research
addressingwmenés mobility and their urban understan
differentiated access to resources and, as a result, they have vastly different transportation systems with
distna i ve chall enges. There is a |l ack of data abouf
further complicates the task of advocating for germgrscious policies that can address localised
problematics. In this sense, Saltillo, Coahuila presentsc o mpel | i nhg case to analy

and their relationship with public transportation servioes lessstudied context

In presenting this study, | identify and address a gap in empirical knowledge about the needs of women
in Saltillo in terms of gendezonscious public transport policidsargue that the knowledge that stems

from this study campply inother small Mexican cities with similar transport challengawing a
comparison line and reference point for local chafigedo this, | use a mixeshethod approach that

combines 1) transect walks, 2) ethnographic shadowing, and 3) urban audits.

This study willanswer the overarching questignh o w d orelajed factoesrsuch as care work and
gendetbased violence shape the mobilities and acce:
answer this, | address two supporting questions. Firstly, how do women in Saltillo experience and
perceive the public transport system? And secondly, how do various characteristics of the public

transport infrastructure shape womends urban per

14



I argue that the current public transport in Sal
mobilities by placinggenderedfinancial, spatial, and temporal constraints upon them, and by

exacerbating their perceptions of vulnerability to sexual assault and harassment.

Outline of chapters

Thisthesisoypaper s focuses on womends mobilities when
five chapters and foupapers(currently under review in pegeviewed journals)in Chapter Two, |

present a literature review where | engage wéminist theorisations of the city and critique
conceptualisations of thebanisation models that perpetuate the separation of public and private space.

| elaborate on how the physical and ideological separation of gender roles has spatial consequences that
impose constraints on women as default caretakers, and how this in turn shapes their mobilities. |
identify two gender el at ed f actors that complicate womeno
responsibilities and reproductive labour; and 2) fear of sexsallisand harassment, and | elaborate

on how these aspects place further challenges i
everyday cityl identify a gap in the literature related to the lack of empirical knowledge of the extent
towhichthetansport system in Saltillo shapes womenos
physical infrastructure, and | present the aims and research questions in this study that seek to redress
that.

Chapter ThreeBienvenidos a SaltilloCoahuilaprovides a detailed description of the sociopolitical,
geographic, and historic context of Saltillo, and therein, | present the hegemonic political dynamics in
Saltillo and Coahuila. | also present the way in which social markers like ethnic origintiomgtatus,

socioeconomic background, and gender alter urban experiences in Saltillo, challenging the image of the

city as 6one of the safest, mo st compelThisi ve ci
Chapter briefly zooms out of public transportat:.
origins to understand how it connects with the

further in Chapter Three, | adopt a Naiva Policy Framework that allows me to bring more detail
about Saltill ob6s guediinbgvedliical hacaives shape puldix policies hadd

where and who they take into accaubbing this allows méo continue with the narrativiairead of
guestioning and problematising the broademttheal 6 <ci
conversatiorto other scholarly fields like comparative urban studies and policy innovation in Latin
America,and mobilise Saltillobés challenges as more t
positioning Safftom ilotal aoriversatiors soebroadér Webgte in the urban studies
scholarship; seeking tprovoke questions around who shapes public policieshamddo political

narratives and agendas shape the success and implementation process of public policies aiming to

address social inequalities.
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In Chapter Four] elaborate on the methodological approach that serves as the scaffolding for my
research project. This Chapter presesgistipensamls a research avenue and elaborates on how my
research approach is rooted in a femimérmed way ofsentipensar la ciuddd| engage with

indigenous cultures and ontologiesAdifya Yalao contextualissentipensaand then engage this layer

of information with what has been theorised in the gender and feminist scholarship about situatedness,
embodied research, and researcherods positionali't
ways in which feminisscholars across Latin America have engaged with embodied methodologies to
produce feminist and decolonial research, and lastly, | present the details and specifics of each method
for this projecd how they are rooteth sentipensarthe technical and emotional intricacies that this

process entailed, and how each method comes together, informing and complementing one another.

In Paper One, | present a femiriistormed approach teentipensaas a way of producing decolonial,

embodied research for women. | argue gwttipensaprovides an avenue for feminist researchers to
challenge androcentric and colonial research practices and embody and locate their knowledge
production.l offer reflections that showcasentipensagas a flexible, creative tool for feminist human
geographers to cent r eThisvPapee in doselylcanneetall withxhe previolsn c e s .
Chapter angbresents selected information from it in order to build an argument in publishable format

that would speak to an audience of scholars and researchers looking to engage with decolonial and

feminist research frameworks.

Moving forward, i n Paper Two | | ook i-stagjeo wo me
ethnographic shadowing approach where | discuss
are significantly shaped by spatial, financial and temporal limitatihat stem from gendeglated

factors like care work and housework. In this paper, | argue that when women navigate the city, they

do not only negotiate the physical urban conditions of the transport network but also juggle additional

T seemingly individiali limitations that affect their mobility patterns. | adopt a framework of mobility

injustice in order to delineate how their personal urban experiences are examples of mobility injustice

at the personal and urban level that are connected to broadamigygender inequalities. | conclude

this paper by signalling at how the current transport system in Saltillo and its associated infrastructure

play a key role in perpetuating these dynamics.

Paper Three focuses on assessing the bus stops in Saltillo and applies-methat approach that

combines transect walks and urban audits to evaluate the physical infrastructure of the transport system
(i.e., bus stops). In this paper | present theltgsbat stem from 340 urban audits and two transect

walks with 19 adult women patrticipants and 4 underage companions. | argue that that fear ef gender
based violence and care work are the two main is

uban infrastructure has a significant role in s

* Feeling/thinking the city
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close thisPaperby offering general policy recommendations on how local authorities can integrate a

genderconscious approach to infrastructure provision for transport.

Paper Four brings personal reflections around the challenges of carrying out fieldwork as a woman after
being catcalled, followed, and harassed on multiple occasloegplore my positionality as a
researcherand | reflect on how gender played a role in the differentiated degrees of vulnerability and
perceptions of the city while walking the streets of Saltillois paper fits in with the research theme

at hand for this thesis because it showcases the complexities of navigating the city as a woman from the
researchers6 perspective and continues the threa
embodied, feminist, urban researcim this paper, ldevelop acritique of the current fieldwork

preparation processes in placeranyhigher education institutioris the UK (and elsewhergl)argue

that current ethical approval forms and travel risk assents do not provide a space where true
reflection on risks and vulnerabilities can occur, therefore failing to prepare researchers for the impact

that fieldwork can have ous

Finally, | present a conclusion Chapter that integrates the findings of this project; | reflect on how my
findings relate to the gap in the literature and how my work contributes to the existing scholarship. |
also offer some reflections on the gaps amikditions in this study, and the questions it creates that can
spark further research. | conclude this thesis by presenting my views on howgemstzous transport

systems can look like for cities like Saltillo.

This thesis presents some terms in Spanish as an attempt to make this aratdpiaberfindable to
scholars in the Latin America diaspora that wish to engage with international scholarship regarding
womeno6s ur b andpeblicgransporiatiorigssds an international scholar based at a UK
university, | understand the expectations of writing and producing research in English that can
contribute to international scholarship debatés. a native Spanish speakand Mexiceborn
immigrant | also e some terms and phrases in Spanish as a political stance to Bhmdgishin

my academic endeavodrshat is, acknowledgingow mis propiasraicesas a feministmestizafrom

el Noreste de Ekico® inform and shape this project, its decolonial aims, and its feminist goals.

5 Spanglishas described by Gloria Anzaldua, is the mix of Spanish and English, common in the everyday
interactions of people who inhabit (or are impacted by) the MedBdorder(Anzaldda, 1987)
5Spagli sh f or 06 bbyafemiwist mastzaftors Northeast Mexico
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Chapter Two: Literature review

Who has the right to the city?

In an influential work that has sparked much critical urban resebetébvre (1968)onceptualised

the right to the city as the capacity of appropriating public space and participating in the eeakisign

process related to the production of space. Many scholars have since complemented this notion by
adding that the right to the cifg not merely the right to access education or work, but to belong
everywhere and inhabit cities through interdependent explor@iithitzman, 2013) As Fainstein
(2014)argued, the right to the city means more than just inclusion or physical presence in existing urban
spaces, but that it relates to access to a city that fully meets, above all considerations, the needs of its
inhabitants. In this sense, realising thatmwn 6 s needs and ot her marginal
meet by cities that still reproduce normative standards, being able to use public space or not, cannot be
the only determinant factor in asserimdudgtighofan i nd]i
spaces that actively foster a dignified and meaningfulffénstein, 2009)As feminist geographers

have contested, it is not only the (physical) access to public space what defines the right to the city, but
rather the conditions in which space is used that determines true access to public space and the city
(RodéDe-zarate, 2016; Simone, 2016; Butcher and Maclean, 2018)

I n t he 19 8c¢i@angfemimistsabedan catigudnthe feminist movement of the time because

of racial conflicts between white women and women ofcdolirh ey r ej ected the noti
oppressiond itnswheiatde awomd méys tlhiaber ati oni sts used
be female is to be a victim and that the ideaofacomm@ ppr essi on was a 6f al se
that disguised and bl urred t hdhooke 89B6, . ¥27; ®dvis,wo me n (
2011) Black feminist scholars and women of colour highlighted how race, difference of cultural
backgrounds, and class are significant political divisions between women, calling for an
acknowledgement of differences in order to build meaningful political salid@ravis, 1981; hooks,

1982, 1984) Intersectionality as a critical framework was born out oflth@ 8 teisist struggle of

black women and women of colowith the aim to focus attention on how singbés thinking

undermines struggles for social justiggho, Crenshaw and McCall, 2013; Crenshaw, 20%#jce,

feminists from all fields have adopted and adapted intersectionality as an analysis framework to
understand womends exper i elhisfamewarkplovidedthel nlindsetg e s i 1
and language for examining how social categaftest lived experiences, and how these differentiated

experiences link to issues of social justice and inequaliesvologun, 2018)

The right to the city must be conceptualised through an intersectional lens because urban experiences

vastly differ depending on social markers such as socioeconomic background, ethnic origin, migration
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status, age, gender, physical disabilities or cognitive impairments, amongst lothbis.Chapter |

engage with feminists and scholars who have theorised how social msink@ey o0 me arbas

experiences and the challenges in the city. | do so in order to frame my analysis in a framework of
intersectionality that focuses on how gendssigned roles, fears of sexual assault, and socioeconomic
background alter womegao6d surabacnr i mo keiall i tfireassme whbh k
differentiated urban experiences to the forefront and allows us to broaden the scope of the concept of

the right to the cit§y women and marginalised grougmathave to navigate their environment through

consant fear of sexual assault, or that travel despite significant spatial, temporal, and financial
constraints imposed on them by urban planning and transport policies, technically have access to the
city, but their right is not being mé®oto Villagran, 2012; Ortiz Escalante, 2014)

As argued by scholars liR&hitzman (2013) t he excl usi on from O6the righ
curh, or steps that represent a physical barrier for people with disabilities and limited ndobility
including children, people with prams or pushchairs, and the eldallygroups that heavily rely on

mostly women caregivert.can alsaconsist ofgraffitied spaces with homophobic or transphobic slurs

that create unwelcoming environments and perceived vulnerability for queer people trying to navigate

their urban environment©ften, howeverthe exclusion is subtler. The provision of services shapes
womenods access t o O hwerecthey gp, howthey getphere, whattime theg fges

safe traveling depending on their mode of transport, and with whom. As dynamics of power come into

play, there are added barriers attached to the use of public space and Rad}Bs-Zarate (2016)

argues, it is important to approach the right to the city through an intersectioreffeivelens that

can tap into marginalised experiences of the urban environment.

The conceptualisation of the right to the city includes the power to use publicBpase far, women

live and endure cities thaftendo not take their needs into account at best, and that blatantly disregard
their rights and presence in the public sphere at worst. Instead of women being able to appropriate and
participate in the production of public space, the underprovisiotaakdfregulation of basic facilities

t hat can accommodate womends needs in the city
communitiesd urban experiences. The |l ack of know
public transportation servicedfférently from menunderpinsan unmet right to use and participate in

the production of public space; since their needs are not being met and considered, this fundamentally
raises questions around issues of belonging, and who has a right to access, navigate, and occupy space
(Burgess, 2009; Soja, 2009; Lucas, 2012; Enright, 2(A&) many women and marginalised groups,

the ability to assert their right to the city is directly linked to the provision of safe, reliable, and adequate
transport services that allows them to participate in public life, beca&swight (2019argued, transit

systems are intrinsic to fundamental questioning about who belongs in the city, who is allowed to
participate fully in urban activitie@and how transport participates in the social and political life of a

city.
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As | will arguebelow,t r ansport systems i mpact womends access
to offer; they influence quality of life, opportunities for development and economic growth, democratic
participation, and community engagemd@ammage, 2010; Lei, Desai and Vanneman, 2019;
Carmichaekt al, 2024; Escobedo, Moreno and Cuellar, 202%)s literature review will explore the

many ways in which women and other mar gi nal i sed
environments at the personal and urban sadtgting an intersectional lefecused on gender, age,

sexual orientation, and socioeconomic stafusn the segregation of spaces that further maintain the
divisionofgendema s si gnhed roles, to the politics of infra

experiences.
Gender-blind geographies and other forms of spatial segregation

In this section | map out feminist scholarshipthe overlapping fields ofirban planning andrban
geographythat have engaged with a critical framework of intersectionality particularly related to how
gender and class shape urban experienargyage with various critiques of mainstream geographical
perspectives on the city and on urban spaces and engage with feminist scholars that theorise the
production of space through a gender ldnsdoing so, | present the scaffolding that supports my
analysis of how public transportation services

experiences.

Feminist geographetsave beemushing for the theorising of public space through a gender lens since

the early 1970s. In 1979, for instandéekerleandBeneriaargued that cities were planned by men and

for men, pointing at the need to analyse womenaos
order to understand and vi s uMdnkasdHansachnakengédsthep | ac e
field of human geography and critiqued the fAmeac
that the nature of sexist bias in geographic research could lie in the fact that knowledge is a social
creation; they argued that the knodde that emerges from a field very much depends upon who
produces that knowledge, what methods are used in its production, and what are the purpose and goals

of knowledge creation (see aldaraway, 1988; England, 1994; McCorkel and Myers, 208iB)ilarly,

McDowell also theorised that urban geographers have been blind to gender divisions and power
relations in urban development to fAan astonishir

the industrial urban city as tlfieaturab state of affairs (1993a, p.166).

For feminist scholars in the 1970s and 1980s, urban etammd city and regionaldevelopment
authorities and professionals, predominantly men, may not nece$sarilypeempromoting their own

i nterest at t hebutaheyplacked the consideratmmana inderstanding of different
groups of population that have differentiated environmental and social (Meals and Hanson, 1982;
Matrix, 1984) Thus, the ideological separation of space, public/men and private/women is necessary

to understand and critique the physical separation of spaces and how this, in turn, impacts the production
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of knowledge, urban planning policies, and service provision. In such tdcbswell categorised the
ficontemporary city modéli n advanced industrial societies as
embodi ment of conventional gender di vi sionso (:
capitalist urban developmenttish e only factor shaping womends urk¢t
according toMassey (1994)because other factors like race and gender also have a clear effect on
womenoés urban exper i en #isrycialdoncdncepthalise spaceé dsesacially mo b i
constructed in order to understand womenods excl u
this (Koskela, 1999)

I n this sense, space is, by very nature-Aaédul | of
created, and while A is defined positively, ##otan only be conceived in relation to A, and as lacking

i n (Massey, 2008, p. 72)ndustrial urbanisation processes place public/productive spaces as the

norm and private/reproductive places as the exception, adding that under this model, a norm is
established and cities and spaces ardecttheeat ed
characteristics of its creators: -¢igle, young and ableodied, resulting in an androcentric vision of

cities and space that accommodateseutral understanding dhe masculine, heteronormative
productive citizer(De Simone, 2018 hi s under standing of the city a
abstract then obscures the urban experiences of all those who do not meet the narrow criteria of these
ilabst r ascfivekerle, 197% Bungess, 2009; Cresswell, 2010; Soto Villagran, 2018)

Gendered differentiations in urban experiences are not exclusive to women and feminisedl pgople

Massey argues, different social groups and different individuals are placed in very distinéh ways

relation to social markerand the issue is not merely about who moves and who does not, but about
power in relation to movemefiflassey, 1993y n t hi s dynami ¢ oamkpedbpeaeer ge
more in charge of their mobility than others, some initiate flows and movement whereas other do not,

and some people are effectively imprisoned by it (p. Bil)hat sense, it is not only women who fall
outside of the scope of t he ,éndWoiermaldlity is baavili z e n 0
shaped and constrained byHbr instance, there are groups of people who do a lot of physical moving

but are not 6i n c¢ haegagBlassey, 1993k 61Migrants,asylam deakerd, he s a
and refugees from Central and South America, for example, embark on exjensnays crossing

countries and using various modes of transport in hopes of reaching the {d&«ioorder, yet, their

journeys are often plagued with human rights violations and precarious health conditkstiso,

Benavides and Lopez, 2019; Astorga, Maldonado and Corpus,.2Di28) example illustrates the
complexity and social differentiation of mobility and control over mobility, and the importance of
adapting an intersectional lens to observe how gendered geographies shape urban eRperastces

of the migrants, asylum seekeand refugees who use tBasas del Migrantein the northern area of

"Spanish for 6Shelters for Migrants0 see more in Chap
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Mexico areyoung, ablebodiedmenwh o coul d be conceptualised as O0i
however their status as racialised immigrant men places them at intersections of inequalities that render
differentiated urban experiences unique to their circumstaticesimportant to establish how the
intersection of gender and urban policy is not
distinct gendered urban experiences that are affected by their age, ethnicity, class, sexuality, and other
characteristic§McDowell, 2001) Elsewhere, scholars and researchers have focused on expanding
menodés place in the city through an intersectiona
factors come into playsee Chowdhury, 2021, 2023)creating and addressing tensions between

hegemonic masculinities in the urban con{&ktble and Tabar, 2014; Noble, 2025)

As the field ofurbang e ogr aphy expands, feminist scholars ha
relationship to the city and the public space while drawing similar conclusions to early feminist scholars.

More recently scholars have argued that materiality is central fiydldection of social difference and

complicit in impacting social dynamics, such as intersections of gender, race, caste, class, and sexuality
(Menon, 2022) In recent decades, Latlmerican scholars have also theorised the construction of
space through methodol ogies that aim to provide
configuration from different perspectives. For instarfeeeet and Ortiz Escalante (2010) and Soto

Villagran (2018)have critiqued the dichotomy that links the public/productive space with men and the
private/reproductive spaces with women that still dominates the production of space in Latin American
cities. In Costa RicaRojas Herra (2018xrgued that the urban space is the result of a society that

di stingui shed between men and women Tthe first
categories that the spatial functionality is explained within a city, conforming to the hetertwerma
parameters for social organisation. In BogQéinones (2020argued that transport planning tends to
ostensibly ignore womenb6és mobilities characteris

highlighting that men and women do not have the same transport needs or mobility patterns.

Indeed, transport systems are no strangers to géfiddrgeographies because they are also part of the
production of space. Scholars includifigrner and Grieco (200@ndGreed (2008have argued that
transport plannergenerally do not take into accouhe differentiated impact that policies can have on
users with different social markers. Thus, in some cases, urbanisation policies that aim to revamp
transport systems and urban development with gre@snaaurd strategies, can exacerbate-psésting

social inequalities and create vicious policy cycles after a policy(Talmenos and Lauermann, 2020)

For instance, repeated attempts to build@tes in China generated path dependencies in urban policy
despite their failure, by establishing planning procedures and repeatedly hiring particular consulting
groups; or when ci tgaeeestdlikeftre iOlynapits bbhingsdferwatd devdloprsent me
projects like transport networks that adversely affectilmsome settlements and can mean eviction,

relocation, or displacement for ma(8ilvestre and de Oliveira, 2012; Lauermann, 2016; Chang, 2017)
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Marginalised and fAinvisibilisedd communities car
(Chouinard, 1997; Burgess, 2009; Lucas, 20TRese obstacles can relate to spatial constraints (i.e.,

the distances and physical barriers existing in
(i .e., the role of information and c &ekmwmg cati on
how to use a navigation app, having access to a smartphone and/or the internet); financial constraints
(i.e., the monetary restrictions that may include the possibility to pay for a bus fare); emotional and
corporeal limitations (i.e., how feelngs and embodi ed experiences sheé
many othergJiron, Carrasco and Rebolledo, 2020yban fragmentation and segregation became an
important mechanism in the reproduction and perpetuation of-scoimomic inequalitie$Burgess,

2009)that ultimately influence quality of life, access to opportunities, ser¢iigs, 2007b; Bardasi

and Wodon, 2010; Gammage, 2010; Scuro and Maicm, 2017) and the right to the city for different

social groups.

Intersectionality as a critical framework in urban planning and transport policies can allow us to
envision how groups like women, people with disabilities, immigrants, and other marginalised groups
(i.e., queer women/mmeor people of colour) experience these spatial inequalities marked by varying
levels of access and differentiated perceptions of theTdiy.spatialisation of inequalitiesreflected

in the provision of infrastructure that aims to enable mobility, the access to transportation samdices,

the conditions and characteristics that surround them, especially for women. Transit networks are
political infrastructures that fundamentally shape who belongs in the city, who is allowed to participate
fully in urban activities and who gains fromcass to urban transportati(Enright, 2019)In this sense,
transport systems are political infrastructures, and accordingly, they can entrench existing hierarchies
and create new forms of urban marginality, inequality, and exclgslamilton and Jenkins, 2000;
Turner and Grieco, 2000; ludici, Bertoli and Faccio, 20A8)an example, disadvantaged communities
must often rely on using underfinanced and inefficient bus services, whereas the alternative (private
automobiles) comes at a costly price that is unaffordable for (hergier, 2009and widely regarded

as unsustainablgossling, 2016)

Gender and age have a profound i mpact on an indi
its experienceéValentine, 1993)Although men and women may begin life with roughly comparable
potential, their urban experiences are influenced by gendered constructions that also have spatial and
temporal attribute@_aw, 1999; Jiron, 2007b¥Tities and transport systems are the product of the social
organisation of space, and within their spatial structures, they reflect uneven power dynamics; the
experiences of the urban space will varcuturaiepend:i
background, and ethnicif{Drtiz Guitart, 2007; Burgess, 2003 urban settings like in India, religious

identities and caste also come into play in shaping urban experiences and access to opportunities (see
Phadke 2012)
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It is important to acknowledge and highlight that it is not only women who are affected by the uneven
power dynamics embedded in the social organisation of space; indeed, for men, the city can also be a
place where they face sexual harassment and presamarking conditiongHerek and Gillis, 1999;

Qi and Dong, 2018; Chowdhury, 2023nd social markers like migration status, ethnic origin, and
socioeconomic background will significantly shape their access to respoppestunitiesand urban
experienceqYee Quintero and Cantalapiedra, 2016; Astorga, Maldonado and Corpus, EOR0)
instancethe urban experiences of ay}&arold mujer indigenavho works as &rabajadora del hogdr

living in Mexico City will present a specific set of challenges that can contrast or resemble the

challenges that a 3yearold hombre afrodescendiente yniversitarid in Veracruz might face.

Their assigned gender and ethnic background, along with other social nfizgkepsioeconomic status

and level of education, among othensll shape their access to resources like time, money, and skills
development as gender roles come into playpqueira, Nunes and Leda Sabino, 20IBgse gendered
constructions condition mobility choices as well as the experience and social meaning of mobility itself
(Law, 1999) An intersectional analysis framework allows us to envision how oppression systems do
not hinge on gender or class factors alone, réitthecomes an intricate web of inequalities that intersect
with one another, reshaping each other dynami¢@iignshaw, 2014; De la Cerda, 2028hil e men & s
urban experiences fall outside of the scope of this thesis, it is crucial to acknowledge that they face a
particulr set of challenges that should be addressed and analysed through an intersectiorzaidehs
reductionist notions that place all women equally as the only victims in the spatialisation of inequalities
(hooks, 1986)

As Phadke (2012yetailed, women spatially inhabit, negotiate, and perceive a city differently from
men. A sharp example of everyday practices that
toilet facilities that are clean, accessible, and secure, althoughntieessgument could apply to people

who menstruate and people with disabilitié®yck, 1995; Lowe, 2018)Women, people who
menstruate, and people with disabilities may need differentiated access to toilet facilities because their
clothing may require more time to remove; they may feel more comfortable breastfeeding or changing

t heir i nf an tclésed restroanp er theyimay naed to eelieve themselves more frequently if

on their period, perimenopausal, or dealing with a chronic illness.

The provision of facilities like bathrooms and adequate transport systems that answer to women and

ot her marginalised groups®é needs relates to i mp
women and other vul ner ab Ible spgaae(Phagks, @012 kowes POL& nc e s
Enright, 2019; Kern, 2020a)anging from access to safe and clean public toilets, the segregation of

productive/public and reproductive/private spaces, and the provision of accessible and reliable transport

8Spani sh f
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systems. The spatialisation of inequalities has differentiated effects that are tied to social markers and
genderassigned roles and these genrdi@nd geographies and varied forms of spatial segregation

ultimately shape onebs urban experiences.

Juggling care work and paid work

In this thesis, | focus on the differentiated urban experiences of women regarding transportation services
and mobility. Accordingly, it is particularly important to note how social aspects of their lives like care
work, paid work, various degrees of sé@aclusion, and family dynamigatersect with one another,

shajng their understanding of public space and how they navigate it. In the section that follows | map
how the existing literature engages with the concept of reproductive labour and hqwét sha wo me n 6 s

urban experiences and mobilities.

In 1979 Wekerle engaged with the concept of care work to argue that women not only use the city more
intensely than men do, but they also use it for a wider range of activities like childrearing, shopping,
cultural facilities, neighbourhood participation andigpavork. Reproductive labour and care work are
concepts that encompass work that is physically demanding, often unpaid, carried out historically by
women to tend to the needs of children, elderly and other dependents, including the work needed to run
a hausehold(Beneria, 1979; Sanch&e Madariaga and Zucchini, 2020)rén (2017)has argued that

care work not only relates to sickness or feeding but that it also includes everyday varied activities like
ballet classes, play dates and many others, like accompanying elderly people and escorting people with
disabilities and pregnant ween on their everyday journeydiron and Gémez, 2018patriarchal

family relations and the socialisation of men and women into different gender roles have their most
fundamental expression at the household level, and this both limits and shapes their mobility and
experiences in the cif@Beneria, 1979, 1992; Soto Villagran, 2018; Junqueira, Nunes and Leda Sabino,
2019)

As women begin to navigate the private and public spheres, their ongoing domestic duties frequently
remain unchanged, in fact, their workload doubelarman, 1983; Pain, 1991b; Greed, 2008)
Womeno6és i ncor fipooduatived opnh eirne thhaes been accelerating
involvement in care work has not been growing proportion@&hin, 1991b; Scuro and Vadaigo,

2017) Even when men take part in casdated tasks, there is significant differentiation in the type of

tasks; while men will engage in certain activities, it will mostly be in the execution aspect, like taking

the kids to the playground or driving them tdsol, women will take care of mandatory tasks that

require scheduling systematisation, planning, organisation, coordination, and ex¢Satiom and

VacaTrigo, 2017; Jirén, Carrasco and Rebolledo, 20B0y many women, care responsibilities are a

reality from a very early age and continue dynamically throughout their lives. In Latin American

countries, the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC, or CEPAL in
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its Spanish acronym) has estimated that unpaid care work could represent from 15% to over 24% of
certain countries 6(CHPALD 2086) Sinoentleesatvailability pof gnad ugaatity
services to care for children, people with disabilities and the elderly is scarce in Latin America, it is

mostly women who sustain the care econ@g@¥PAL, 2016; Scuro and Vadaigo, 2017)

As Beneria (19792 r gued, domestic work is overwhel mingly
societies; wo me n has been thel basisifor thd assbaation of iwormen ehiil

rearingt he home and domestic tasks related to housetl
|l abour is much | ess valued compared to menbs pro
Ainat ur @McOowell, d993b, p. 165)This gendered division of labour leaves women in economic
inferiority and places further restrictions on their development opportunities; care work and
reproductive | abour are a key factor in shaping
places financial, temporal, and spatial restrictions related to care work that women must juggle
alongside paid employmefBardasi and Wodon, 2010; Gammage, 2010; Carmiakiaal, 2024)

Women are prone to suffer more persistent and-teng poverty because of the restrictions that-care

work imposes on them, making poverty a gendered exper{étarailton and Jenkins, 2000; Chant,

2008; Roman Rivas, 2009)

The combination of care work assigned to women by default, the lack ofquadity and accessible
careservices, and the restriction in their work opportunitiesauseof their double workload further
womenods soci al exclusion and | (Kabéawellp T993Ip, 4993aj ci pat
Hamilton and Jenkins, 2000; Wright, 2001; Chant, 20@8)Latin America, by 2014, UN ECLAC
estimated that one in three women over 15 years old who were not exclusively studying had no income
of their own, compared to one in 10 men in the same sce(@EBAL, 2016) According to the
Panorama Sociodemografico de Mexitp 2020, out of the 39.8 million Mexicans who are not
economically active, 43.9% are dedicated to household activitiesnidl(INEGI, 2021b) Similarly,

the Encuesta Nacional de Ocupacion y Emp{Bational Survey of Occupation and Employment) in
2021, revealed that 76 out of every 100 Mexican men are economically active, while the same scenario
only applies to 44 out of every 100 Mexican women. When it comes tecmmomically active
statisticswomen take the lead. Although in comparison with statistics from 2010 the number of women
who were not economically active diminished by 1.4 million, women still represent 55.8% of the
national populon aged over 15 years old that does not have an active economic partigiEGH,

2021)

The degrees of social exclusion that women face is shaped by their care work responsibilities and access
to service provision, but also by urban space, including-lesedzoning, and transport infrastructure
Over the decades, scholars have argued that city planning models that prioritise automobiles and the

expansion of the urban area present a double barrier for women because city planning follows male
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perceptions of functionality that exclude women to residential, suburban environments that are often
poorly serviced by transport networks. Although this narrative is proven accurate in USsei&es
Wekerle, 1979; Greed, 20Q8) also applies to Latin American cities whétke car is king and urban
development is frequently tied to expansion rather than densifiq@i@ed, 200$. 243 Scuro and
VacaTrigo, 2017) Women have complex, mulpurpose trips to and from work because of their role

as main caregivers. Their daily travel itinerary is worsened by transport systems that are modelled after
normative standards of mobility, affecting not only the professiopdrtunities available to them, but

the access to social support networks and health services, damaging life cfidangkon and
Jenkins, 2000; Turner and Grieco, 2Q00)

Women differentiated urban mobility experiences relate to their gersdggned roles and care
responsibilities, reshaping one another in a dynamic way that women must navigate on a daily basis to
access the publ i c s ph e reaced the Huilt dndronméntvaries dapendiag per s
on soci al mar kers | i ke age, ethnicity, and gende
and mobilities. For more affluent women, paid care workers or other paid services are available that
enale them space and time accessibility to engage in other activities like paidBeordria, 1979)

However, women from poorer backgrounds tend to spend more time orelzdesl tasks on an

everyday basis, resulting in a more restrictive t8pace accessibility and more complex schedules and

chained activities compared to men; for instance, womehttelink trips while commuting by adding

stops to run errands or fulfil responsibilities like dropping children off at daycare, picking up medicines

at the pharmacy on their way to work, picking up school supplies, or doing a grocery shop after work.
(Falu, 2014; Jirén, 2017; Scuro and VdAa#go, 2017) This is how class, gender, and caring
responsibilities intersect with mobility challengb$any women navigate their lives having to balance

a double workload between care (unpaid) work and paid {Bekeria and Feldman, 1992; Sanchez

De Madariaga and Zucchini, 2028hd as they struggle to secure more economic resources, their
mobility relies on support systems that allow them to carry on other activities in the public sphere. As
noted above,care el at ed work i s often seen aisvolwedimben s r e:
fiproductive sphere of lifgScuro and Vacdrigo, 2017; Jirbn and Gémez, 2018pr Latin American

women, there has not been a more egalitarian division of labour at home since gaining a more active
role in the public sphere; rather an intensifica
and obligationgMotta, 2013) It is up to them to make sure housework and care work will run smoothly

in their absence by organising support systems that can cover their role.

For women from poorer backgrounds the story goes differeikerle (1979kvidenced how the
hegemony of malstream thought in transport and urban planning affects women living in suburban
areas poorly served by public transport systems
homesod (p. 147) ashchildrendpegple witth disalbbilifes ar eldety relatives living

at home, they will face bigger challenges, especially if they cannot financially afford paid carer(s) that
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can cover their responsibilities when they leave their house. Similarly, for the Latin American context,
Beneria (1979argues that women who care for children automatically reduce their mobility and
earning opportunities in rural communities in Mexfsee also Garniellonroy and HernandeReyes,

2022) In some cases, womends support systems wil/|
will allow them to step out of the private sphere for a few hours and thus their social capital comes into
play to afford access to the public sphere. Nonetislthese precarious support networks represent a
considerable amount of stress, mental workload, andjuasking that translate to a celsénefit
analysis where the immobility of a member of the family, usually a woman, is viewed as the solution
(Whitzman, 2013; Jirdn, 2017; Jirén, Carrasco and Rebolledo, 2020 en in those scenarios may

wish to participate in the public sphere but obstacle upon obstacle of urban inaccessibility forces their
immobility and makes it impossible for them to leave their assidpyegbender responsibilities
(Whitzman, 2013)

Womendés mobility is conditioned and reshaped by
throughout their lives and that depend on several social mg®etigz Guitart, 2007; Buckingham,

2010; Ortiz Escalante, 2014; Scuro and VVadgo, 2017) Care work and gender roles in turn shape
mobility patterns, creatingmobility of care that consists of chained trips to cover the multiple tasks

of womends dTummar gnd &neco,l 2000;eSancHee Madariaga and Zucchini, 2020)
Scholars have argued that the spatialisation of urban inequality has gradients that vary and evolve.
Existing inequalities can be exacerbated and redefined by the physical, organisational, temporal, and
socioeconomic dimensions of mobility syste@ison, 2007a)While women and men may navigate

the same city and its transport systems, their experiences of it vastly differ depending on their access to
resources, gendassigned roles and activities, time and space accessibility and socioeconomic
conditions like éhnicity, income, and educatigmurner and Grieco, 2000; Del Valle, 2005; Whitzman,

2013; Fala, 2014)Even so, not all women face the same obstacles in the same way as other women

and vulnerablegroupé.l | t his combined, delineates how women
and where tol and so their differentiated urban
mobility. I n this thesis, [ p r e sextad by bacewvorkvo me n 6

responsibilities ilPaper Two andrgue that the current transport system and its associated infrastructure

play a role in exacerbatythese challenges.

Fearing the city

When it comes to women and marginalised groups experiencing the city, there is an associated fear of
crime that relates to fears of sexual assault or harassment. This heavily shapes their mobility and brings
about differentiated urban understandings anmueagncegMacmillan, Nierobisz and Welsh, 2000;

Pain, 2001; Sweet and Ortiz Escalante, 20E8)ninist geographers have suggested that, in light of the
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violent urban environment that many women face and their perceptions of unsafety due to fear of crime,
women develop mental maps of fd&@ain, 1991b; Fenster, 2005; England and Simon, 2010; Kern,
2020a) Those geographies of fear are dynamic and influenced by their experiences in the city. They
shape their understanding of the urban context, shape how they approach life in the city, and limit their
access to opportunities, their power and agdieyrchild and Rudman, 2008; Dhillon and Bakaya,
2014; Quinones, 2020)

The spatiality of fear differs from men to women in terms of extent, nature and its effects on each

gr oup 0% oskela, \1998; Ortiz Escalante, 2014) The extent of womends f
effects that cast a shadow in their urban understand®a@s(1997,20013 uggest ed t hat wom
is closely associated with fear or rape and sexu
damage, theft, mugging, and similar crimes. This fear of sexual violence and assault also extends to
gueer people, femiséd subjects and other marginalised communities that step out of théRuatén

De-Zarate, 2016)The fear of sexual violence is unique in its nature as a ¢Nfadentine, 1989; Pain,

1997, 2001L) rape is one of the most traumatic of crimes that can haveldstigg effects, with

implications that go far beyond those of crimes against property, theft or mugging. Indeed, the fear of
sexual violence shapes wo me naihdexperience afthehubanspaeer gi n a
it | eadsmptoos efdsdelrfestri cti ons that shape their au

restrictions are voluntary. A&Roman Rivas (2009rgued, fear of being sexually assaulted is a powerful

and effective tool to oppress and control women,
autonomy.

While the act of modifying onebds routine on our
it hardly is. There is a collectiveness of that

violence in the public sphergald, 2009; Roman Rivas, 2009; Sweet and Ortiz Escalante,.2010)
Vulnerable groups adapt their experiences in the urban context to reduce exposure to potential assault.
Their spatialisation of fears translates to the reduction of spaces they visit, policing how and when they
access public space, thus impoverishingrtbecial relations due to fears of insecurity and assault

(Laub, 2007; Fal(, 2009n some cases, this fear arises from situations of violence, but fear as a socially
constructed concept is nurtured by (Koskbl®e 1999 eopl e b
the early socialisation of fear is instilled in girls and boys differently and limits their enjoyment of public

space from an early a@¥alentine, 1989; Falu, 2014rears of girls being sexually assaulted is one of

the main factors that limit their experience of the city, even though boys are also exposed to risks
(Roméan Rivas, 2009) Just as family members6é experiences o
may shape our own patterns of mobility and behayv
perception of fear can also reshape our geographies ofSetr Villagran, 2012)Collective fears,

even if there are Aimaginaryo collective percep

experiences for women and marginalised grdyes Valle, 2005p. 4).
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For women and people who are part of the LGBTQ+ community fear of broader forms of violence is

also an important factor that shapes their urban experiences. The influential social and cultural
geographeWalentine (1993has examined how heterosexuality is powerfully expressed in space and
considered the norm. In her research, Valentine shows that lesbian women censor themselves by
avoiding or minimising time spent in (hetero)sexualised siRmad De-Zarate (2016)einforced these

ideas through her research in Brazil and Spain, arguing that Issbiad g ay men f eel i 0L
for not following the norm(p.13) Because there is a strongly reinforced binary system that separates

men and women, masculine and feminine, and productive and reproductive spaces, individuals who
transgress these binary social constructions around gender are amongst those modt aggasit,0
discrimination, and violencgNamaste, 1996)n the dominant culture coding of gender that reinforces

that there are only men amemen, individuals need to live as one or the other in order to avoid verbal

and physical harassment. Lesbians and gay men who transgress acceptable limifsredesatition

that are considered the norm are attacked differently according to the ms#ule they occupy, and
people within the transgender communi t(g.228eel t he
Transgender people are part of the margindlisemmunities that reshape their urban and public
understandings; the division of public and private spaces, which relies heavily upon and reinforces the
binary gender system, has profound implications for those who live outside normatigensiex
relatons(Namaste,1996) | f t heir perceived gender does not i
are vulnerable to discrimination and violence because they are perceived as breaking gender norms in

a major way(Butler, 1989; Lombardet al, 2002; Doan, 2007)

While the conceptualisation and theorisation of sex, gender, and sexuality is vast and varied, the concept
of gender harms all individuals when it is used as a vehicle for violence and exploitation of some
(Olufemi, 2020) People who are part of the LGBTQ+ community experience urban environments
differently because they transgress the binary gender system, but often even individuals who identify
as their assigned sex/gender at birth can be at risk of harm if they faitéotty perform their role: a

woman who is failing to do womanhood correctly, or a man that aéleffesninat® mannerisms also
represent a transgression to the binary gender system and as such, are at risk of discrimination and
violence(Namaste, 1996. 224 Olufemi, 2020) For transgender people and individuals who do not
follow traditional gender norms, the access to public space and basic services becomes uncertain, people
who do not appear to fit the norms of male or female accordingly can be denied access or face

harasment for trying to access fitting rooms and toilet spédasnaste, 1996; Lowe, 2018)

The geographies of fear of women and vulnerable groups not only limit their movements by avoiding
certain areas or neighbourhoods of a city, they also limit their time of movement, if they travel alone or
accompanied, and their mode of transpg#tskela, 1999; Infant¥argas and Boyer, 2020; Kern,

2020a) Women and marginalised communities learn to navigate their urban environments by

renouncing places and areas that may be part of their everyday urban expébehdésdle, 2005)
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and while some women from higher socioeconomic backgrounds may be able to use a private vehicle

to avoid being sexually assaulted in public transportwomen from poorer backgrounds this will not

be an option. A womands ability to choose a cop
experience of the public space is largely determined by her age, income, and [{&styea, 1979;

Valentine, 1989)

King (1999) argued that systematic violence plays a crucial role in defining and maintaining the
economic status of women and people of colour, adding that rape, and the fear of rape particularly, has
functioned to keep women Ai nddetmpublicargas offimiss¢p. by mak
6). This notion shapes not only womenb6és mobility b
sphere can look like unwanted physical contact of a sexual nature, ogling, stalking, catcalling, whistling

and groping, and can even escalate to more brutalilketsape and femicidéMacmillan, Nierobisz

and Welsh, 2000; Logan, 2015; InfafMargas and Boyer, 2020Foncerning public transport, the fear

of sexual harassment lingers as the line between public and private bidNe@ene and Chesney

Lind (2014)showecased in their research. Harassers take advantage of the conditions of the transport
system (including public buses, bus stops and roads) to blur the boundary between intentional
harassment acts and the natural consequences of traffic: when buggdglgneacked with passengers

and the bus driver goes over a pot hole or a speed bump, harassers can poke women with their genitals

as part of unwanted sexual touching and use rough driving and crowded buses as an excuse to deny and

deflect harassmentaiins, as testimonies show.

Because of these fears, women have significant constraints in terms of time and places available to
them. The threat of crimel that is the threat of
that leads tdiselfi mposedod restrictions in terms of <c¢lothi
even job opportunities available to théiRain, 1991p. 41§. Women have adopted strategies into their

routines in public transport and navigating the city to cope with sexual harassment. For example, they
take longer routes in order to avoid areas or modes of transport perceived as unsafe and adapt their
clothing and facial expressions in order to avoid being targeted by strangers. Some women will even

carry nonlethal weapons to defend themselves if ned@ddlon and Bakaya, 2014)

Although the effects of GBV in transport and public spaces have physical consequences on women, the
lingering fear of being assaulted also leaves lasting consequences that affect their mental health and
leave women in a constant state of fear. These atgms to the way women approach the city and its
services, like public transportation, impact the way women perceive themselves and the city, as well as
their psychological and emotional wéléing (Valentine, 1989; Neupane and Cheshayd, 2014;
InfanteVargas and Boyer, 2020)Vomen who have experienced assault or harassment episodes while
on public transportation will feel unsafe, disgusted and objectjfiddlon and Bakaya, 2014)he

social anxiety and frustration related to not being able to avoid sexual harassment exposure means
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women end up restricting their exposure in terms of how and when, in order to protect themselves from
the threat of rape or assafifain, 1991b; Fairchild and Rudman, 2008; Infaviegas and Boyer, 2020;
Kern, 2020a; Quinones, 202Wmut even women who have yet not lived an episode of assault in public

space as a firdtand experience, may well limit their urban experiences regal(@les¥alle, 2005)

The gap in the literature: local strategies for local challenges

So far, this literature review has focused on exploring how and why urban experiences are different
particularly for women and marginalised communities due to various social markers and conditions
including socioeconomic status, income level, agelsexualorientation | have engaged with scholars

whose research highlights that the physical configuration of space and the social process by which its
created has biases embedded that ignore or fail
productian of space, and in turn, of transport systems, responds mostly to heteronormative needs for
default, abstract subjects and how this hinders
While outside of the scope of this literature review, it is necessary to critique how these heteronormative
patterns of mobility with abstract subjects in mind often also leave behind men who find themselves
within marginalised communities: men from I@@cioeconomic backgrounds, who are immigrant,

racialised or geer, among other social characteristics that affect their urban experiences.

Planning strategies, including conceptualisation of space and transport systems, will continue to have a
narrow approach that negleptee o priead®ustil there is a clear understanding of bogial markers
intersect ancproduce differentiated urban experiences. In this thesis in particular, | focus on how
women approach and negotiate the everyday leitgresenting this review of the existing scholarship

| have sketched out how genedetated factors like care work responsibilities, fear of sexual lissau
and GBV shape woberesedtss croc@mlbto domceéptuaise urban issues through an
intersectional framework that examines differentiated urban experiences. Hotheveris a lack of
literature that can illustrate these dynamics in less studied places, including secondary cities in the
global south. Smaller Mexican cities thus contribute an important perspective because they face distinct
local challenges that reqgeilocalised strategies. Thus, this research project contributes to phis ga

the literature about the perspectives that are centred in the existing scholarship by bringing forward the

realities and challenges that women face in less studied cities in Mexico, in this case, Saltillo.

I n order to address the knowledge gap, this thes
sensitive research t haMonkaadhHansens 1982,0Faé 20D% Phadkgg er i e
2012; Kern, 2020b; Quinones, 2020Yith this research | further the understanding of the way women

in Saltillo experience public space, specifically public transport, and how gexdexd factors like
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fears of GBV, and care work responsibilities shape their urban understandings. As an overarching

research question, this study will focus on answering:

0 H o wgenddefrelated factors such as care work and gebdsed violence shape the mobilities and
access to the city of women in Saltilio?

In order to address this, | present tsupportingquestions:
1) 6How do women in Saltillo experience and per

2) 6How do various characteristics of wuolee publ i

perceptions and experienaasmobility? 6

This study responds to the current lack of knowledge of how the transport system in Saltillo and its
associated policies and infrastructur emethddf ect w
approach that combines transect walks, ethnographic shaglommd urban audits. | approach this

research project through a feminristormed framework o§entipensaas a methodology (s€hapter

Four and Paper Oheas a way to problematise my knowledge production practiifsate my

standpoint of inquiryandcontinue with a intersectional approach to resedrctoing so, | provide in

depth qualitative empirical data that illustrates how women negotiate the everyday struggles they face
when navigating the city through its public transport system. | also contribute quantitative knowledge
aboutthe busstops$hal ti |l 1l o and demonstrate how womends pe
challenges could be addressed through policy changes to the associated infrastructure in Saltillo. This

is the first study teproduce data of this kind about Saltillo and offer nuanced and important reflections

on how women live, walk, and endure the city, and it has potential uses for local authorities,
policymakers, and schol ars i nt eurbanexpeidnces.inwhat dr e s s
follows, | preseniChapter ThreeBienvenidos a Saltillo, Coahuile provide much needed context

about the city where this study takes place. | introduce the dominant political narratives present in the
region and how these haeef f ect ed transport policies in the ¢
urban challengesAs | present thisupcomingCh apt er , I begin to focus ol
particularly through an intersectional lens that looks at how geas#égned roles and socioeconomic
background shape their mobilities. These two social markers are the common denominator in the urban
chalenges for women in this study, but it is important to recognise that these are not the only social
markers that shaptheir mobility. Social markers like sexual orientation, immigration status and

di sabilities also play a role in shaping womena?o:
scope of this study, leaving room for feminist scholars to engagethéteissuesusinga critical

intersectional framework.
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Chapter Three: Bienvenidos a Saltillo, Coahuifd

Saltillo is the capital city of the State Glbahuila de Zaragoz&Coahuila) in Mexico. It is located

between two mountain ranges that cross the county ca@iexda Madre Orientalnd Sierra Madre

Occidenta) both of which are part of the American Cordillera. Saltillo is located in a valley surrounded

by mountain ranges, and it is 400km away from the border with th€dd@ther with the neighbouring
municipalities of Ra mo s matropolitan erea has dverdgne midieng a , Sa
inhabitantsand, over the past decades, industi@nted development hasd to an accelerated urban

development procesgAndrade Ochoa, Almanza Salazar and Fuentes Mata,.2026)

I'n this Chapter, |l present context on Saltill o0s
political narratives in the city that frame Saltillo as one of the safest, most competitive cities in the
country. | present the existing political pawepresent in the State of Coahuila and at the local
government level in Saltillo to understand how political narratives shape policies and how this, in turn,
shapes urban experiences. As | argued in Chapter Two, cities are not neutral because sosal marke
significantly shape urban experiences; the production of space is inherently intertwined with dominant

social dynamics of who belongs in the city and who does not.

| present this Chapter on Saltillo in order to frame the findings of this thesis and to continue
problematising thé rue r al and obj ect iJonespMcBethtand Shabah@®i)ing f r o
adopt a Narrative Policy Framework (NPF) to contextualise the dominant political narratives present in
Saltillo and analyse how political narratives shape policies and marginalisation levels. Then, | present
how Saltill obés s oc itotheoMexican and latin dpericamdomtexts to spark t e
conversations about the role of political narratives and agendas in addressing social issues. This context

is necessary because as | will argue, political narratives are strategic constructions @f eealitly

promoted by policy actors that are seeking to strategically influence the policy process and obtain
specific outcomeg&lones, McBeth and Shanahan, 2014; McBeth and Lybecker,.2018)

In Saltillo, it is important to acknowledge and unpack the hegemonic political narratives in the region
that aim to present a neutral and objective image of the city. As | will demonstrate throughout this
Chapter, urban experiences in Saltillo vastly difepending on social markers like migration status,
ethnic origin, socioeconomic background, and gender. It is necessary to confront and build a critique of
these narratives because hegemonic political narratives have the power to shape whose urban
experences count and whose voices are represented. As such, the majority of this Chapter seeks to
momentarily zoom out from the focus on public transportation issues in Saltillo to bring necessary

context about the sociopolitical landscape in the city befarmittg back in from a situated standpoint

YSpanish for oOWelcome to Saltillo, Coahuil aéd.
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that explores womends urban experiences in the p
me to broaden the conversation to other scholarship fields like comparative urbanism and policy
i nnovation in Latin Amalinjustiae issuedas morathaa traBspdrttoi | | 0 6
gendered mobility challenges and spark conversations around who shapes public policy and why policy

implementations fail to address spatial injustices.

In the upcoming sections, | present the political parties that have dominated politics in Saltillo and
Coahuila to contextualise how hegemonic narratives in Saltillo have come about and how they remain

in place. | then contrast the hegemonic narrativeatifll® as one of the safest, most competitive cities

in Mexico with the urban experiences of different marginalised groups in the city that reflect a different
reality of the same Saltillo. | do this to further critique and question hegemonic narratives a
problematise Saltillobdbs image as one of the saf
whose safety matters? And what urban aspects of a city matter when measuring competitiveness?
Foll owing this, | froro ldall convegsatiGhanto thie field o compardtived y
urbanism to invite wider theoretical conversations around how power dynamics and hegemonic
narratives shape the spatialisation of inequalit
Mexico and Lan Americad specifically in Ciudad Juarez and the Brazilian Amazdrta highlight

how my 6 c o mp dfaa tonceptualised Babinsorg2011) seeks to explore urban issues

at a more abstract level, tracing connections among cities with shared features and dynamics. To
conclude, | acknowledge the limitations of this Chapter and circletbdhk focus of this thesis going

forward, that is, theentipensaresf women in Saltillo and their urban challenges.

Political context: Coahuila, el Gltimo bastion del PRE

At its heart, a Narrative Policy Framework questions the role that narratives play in the elaboration and
implementation of public policy and aims to demonstrate how narratives impact agendas and agenda
settingg(Jones, McBeth and Shanahan, 2014; Rodrigues Neto and Barcelos |202&) sense, when
choosing to focus on issues related to public transport challenges, it is also important to understand who
the key players are in setting the agenda and implementing public policy, and the narratives that these
players engage with. I8altillo, in order to understand the municipal and state political context today,

it is necessary to discuss political history in the country.

“As | explore further in secti on Rdoirsorn(BDlldheodsadthatc onver s ¢
all scholarship about the urban represents a O6comparz:
6cities in tahwo,r |l wi toh tchits eGlhapt er , I seek to make th
mobilise Saltillods case study into broader debates
2Spanish for: 6Coahuila, PRI®&s | ast bastiono
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Mexico gained its independence from the Spanish crown in 1821 and began shaping its own political
identity after centuries of colonial rul&han and LargGarcia, 2021) Amidst struggles to install

democratic governance, General Porfirio Diaz was eventually elected president in 1867 and remained

in office for the next three decades period in time also known &4 Porfiriato. This period of

Mexican history is defined by rapid infrastructure development, economic expansion, and

i ndustrialisation of the country though D2azds
political repression. Dissenters and critics fata@de imprisonment sentences and assassirsatam

D2az made use of threat s o f(KhaniandiLaregarcia, 2024, p.28 t o 06k

In 1910, the Mexican Revolution movement finally ousted Porfirio Diaz out of power after decades of
deep social conflicts and inequalities and, in 1917, presentécotiitucion Politica de los Estados
Unidos de Méxict. Nevertheless, political instability continued until 1929 when former president and
prominent Mexican politician Plutarco Elias Calles, consolidateBanido Nacional Revolucionarjo

(PNR) which would later come to be known asRagtido Revolucionario InstituciondPRI).

Since 1929, PRI maintained power over Mexican politics through political patronage, violence and
electionrigging, and remained in office for seventy yeflrangston, 2017; Khan and La@arcia,

2021) a political period also famously referred tolaadictadura perfectd. In 2000, following several
economic crises in the 80s and 90s that brought
country, the main opposing political parBartido Accién NacionaPAN) won the presidential

electiond f or some this represented the (Khamamittaray 6 s f i r
Garcia, 2021, p. 31hile for others, this transition of power is often referred to as a simulation of a
6democr at i (SendfframdnReth, t2018, p.61pver the years since, there has been some
variation on the political party sitting at the presidential éhalAN won the presidential elections of

2000 and 2006, however, following Fe¥RRpreturrCal der -
to the presidenti al chair in 2012. The most n o
presidential win in 2018, followed by the first woman president, Sheinbaum Pardo, both from political

party Movimiento Regeneracion NaciondORENA).

The 2018 election indeed marked the history of Mexican politics. Not only did Lopez Obrador finally
win the presidential election after three consecutive attempts, but political forces that heavily favoured
PRI at all levels of government (municipal, stated federal) switched to MORENA. The 2018 election

was a political landslide. MORENA secured a majority in the House of Congress, five out of the nine

BSpanish for 6Political Constitution of the United St
14 Quote fran famous Peruvian writer, Mario Vargas Llosa. $&emens, 2025)
SAfter assuming office, Felipe Calderén launched-esol | ed 6 War on Drugsd , | eavin

and significantly altering the levels of violence in the cour{®ge mordkosen and Zepeda Martinez, 2015;
Zepeda Gil, 2018)
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state governorships that were at play, and a majority in 19 of the 26 state congresses whose elections
lined up with the 2018 presidential vqeeneff and Roth, 2018)

It i's paramount to understand PRI OGs political p
Coahuila is the only state as of 2026 where PRI has not been ousted at the state level since 1929. Over
the last two presidential administrations, PRI hasnbsteadily losing power in numbgidartinez,

2026)and governorships at key states like the State of Mexico, who had not seen power alternation in

94 years before the 2023 state elections. As many Mexican journalists and scholars have conceptualised,
Coahuil a r epr es e netudtimdPbRstiohaf podvér,arsdithis s a key piecenobcontext

that frames the political agenda at the State and local level.

In 2018, the political party PRI won the local elections in Saltillo after having lost for two consecutive
terms in a row since 2013 against its most prominent opponent at the tim¥, Bile, the local and

state government, both from PRI, have worked karthnd to frame Saltillo as one of the safest, most
competitive cities in the countrgComunicacién Social, 2021; Mexico Daily Post, 2021; Milenio
Digital, 2021; Aramayo, 2022c; IMCO, 2022a; Gobierno Estatal de Coahuila, .ZD2i) is the
hegemonic political narrative that shapes the urban development of Saltillo and the region. As a political
party, PRI has been steadily losing relevance in the Mexican political landscape, however framing
Saltillo and Coahuila as the safestpghcompetitive areas in the country arguably grants PRI credibility

to remain in power at the local level and keep setting the agenda and policy implementations that shape
whose urban experiences matter. The state and municipal governments havepacsbdsexpense

to disseminate this narrative to the publin.2025alone the State Government of Coahuila allocated

and spent 600 million Mexican pesos (around 35 million USD) in communication and advertising
services, meaning publicity spots in radio, television and/or other media (namely social media) about
works and progmas carried out by the State and local government. By contrasts déterdepartments

l' i ke Arts and Culture and t he BXecuieerComsmisSofocr et ar i
Attention to Victimsfaced restricted budge(d4M USD, 2M USD, and 1.5M USD, respectively)
amidst criticism from journalists and political lead€Bigital News Mexico, 2019; Flores, 2020;
Gallegos, 2025)

Saltillods metrics as anstituto ipxecano paravaeCoropetitijdddc o me  f
(IMCO), a public policy think tank that defines com
and retain talent and investments that can det o
(aut hor 6sIMGQO, 2022k)1 altMGb,s reports measure competitdi

and International level, with categories of assessment like innovation and economy, infrastructure, and

16 partido Accion Nacional
“YSpa