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economic spectrum. By adopting a multi-disciplinary approach, this thesis highlights the 

potential of these neglected structures to illuminate the changing complexities of life in a

northern industrial town by 1850, and offers a replicable methodological approach for 

their study. 
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Utilising burial records and archaeological graveyard survey data from the four 

churches, Chapter Eight, The Dead, investigates the physical impacts of 

industrialisation through analysis of mortality rates, offering a contribution to the 

contested scholarship surrounding age-at-death in the town as a whole, and to 

discussions of regional mortality. The necrogeographies of the three surviving church 

burial grounds are investigated through archaeological graveyard surveys, to seek 

evidence of distinctly working-class burial practices discovered by prior scholarship in 

the North West of England. An analysis of the disparate numbers of burials between the

four churches is undertaken, and the evidence for their relative popularity as locations 

for interment considered. 

Conclusion:

This study contributes an at-scale case study of working people in a northern industrial 

town in the first half of the nineteenth century, through an exploitation and synthesis of 

little-used Commissioner Church records and archaeological excavation reportage, with 

existing census and newspaper archival materials. In doing so, it creates sizeable 

population samples, with which it seeks to provide fresh and replicable multi-disciplinary

approaches. New usable datasets have been created for those investigating the 

heterogeneous impacts of industrialisation, urbanisation and the development of a 

capitalist state, upon the lives of working women and men, and their diverse and often 

radical responses to these changes. It seeks to complement existing scholarship 

through its specific foregrounding of the activities and responses of women; doubly 

affected by patriarchal dominance of both the capitalist economy and expanding state 

machinery (Humphries 2020, pp.314,326; Joyce 2013, pp.11-12). 
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The socio-economic diversity of Commissioner Church material has also enabled

the innovative application of social networking theories to a group of industrialist 

employers associated with their Vestry Committees. This has allowed detailed 

characterisation of their involvements with one another, an expanding market economy 

and growing state machinery, to assess the extent to which their networks allowed them

to assume civic dominance by the mid-century. This offers a contribution to broader 

scholarship around the emergence of the middle-class and their civic and business 

networking, which has primarily focused to date upon the activities of professional and 

gentry families, rather than industrialists. 

Finally, the research explores the physical impacts of industrialisation upon 

working families, through assessment of mortality patterns for the working populations 

who buried family members in the four churches. Building upon prior scholarship which 

identified distinctively working-class burial types in the North West, this thesis uses the 

three extant churchyards to seek evidence of similar rites, and to draw conclusions 

about the diverse interment choices available to working Anglicans in Sheffield at the 

mid-century. 

The conclusion of this study explores my own feelings about this research and 

what I have learned in completing it. Embarking on the study, I expected to find grim, 

proletarian populations heavily controlled by employer and state, but found instead 

lively, independent, stubborn, adaptable and politically aware individuals who 

demonstrated an imaginative resilience to their often-difficult lives. The broader context 

in which these lives were lived is explored in the next chapter, Chapter Two, Historic 

Context. 
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and industrial archaeology, and posthumanist, queer and feminist works, which are

discussed in the next chapter, Chapter Three: Research Context. 
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687). The fragmentary nature of these activities in the record has led the author to seek 

their presence in the responses of the powerful to their actions, as suggested by Hall 

(2000, p.20), particularly when creating the microstudy of the battle between the 

growing power of the unions and its opposition by local employers. Throughout, 

approaches have been shaped by the spatial, material and ethnographic approaches of 

post-medieval archaeology, particularly the work undertaken by those working in 

industrial settings. 

Post-medieval archaeology:

Post-medieval archaeology and social history in both the UK and the US evolved as 

entirely separate disciplines, although both were similarly influenced by Marxist thought 

in their examinations of nineteenth-century industrialisation. The New Archaeologists of 

the 1960s and 1970s were inspired by structuralist approaches within anthropology and 

sociology, using them to better link human behaviour to material culture, and providing 

the origins for post-medieval archaeology. Frustrated by a perceived over-emphasis on 

systems thinking caused post-processualists in the 1980s and 1990s like Hodder (1982,

1991) and Tilley (1993, 1994; also Shanks and Tilley 1988, 1994) to call for multiple 

interpretations of the thoughts, values and actions of past peoples and the application of

empathy across time, which fuelled an interest in the everyday details provided here.

        An awareness of scholastic responsibility in revealing who is remembered and who

forgotten, and an acknowledgement of personal perspective and bias also underpins 

the discipline, and has been emphasised in the work of Buchli and Lucas (2001) and  

Rothschild and diZerega Wall (2015). This study has also been influenced by scholars 

like Johnson (1999) and Leone (1999), who have declared interpretation of the past an 

explicitly political act; a perspective shared by the author of this research, confirming 
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Name Age Relation 
to Head

Occupation Birthplace Literate? Other 
information

Thomas 
Heald

52 Head Scale 
Presser

Sheffield Yes

Clara 
Heald

52 Wife - Sheffield No Died 1854

Mary 
Smith

33 Daughter Hair Seater Sheffield Not 
known

Joseph 
Smith

37 Son-in-
law

Razor 
Grinder

Sheffield Not 
known

Charles 
Heald

18 Son Scale 
Presser

Sheffield Not 
known

Henery 
[sic] 
Heald

14 Son Cutler Sheffield Not 
known

Mary 
Smith

  8 Grand-
daughter

- Sheffield Not 
Scholar

Table 5.12 Household four in 1851 Census: Court 1, Lambert Street

The remainder of this chapter moves away from Lambert Street to provide an at-

scale analysis of the female and male workforce within the population sample at the 

mid-century. It explores the opportunities and constraints offered to them by this volatile 

and changing labour market (Baxter 1976 p.311), and the steps they took to mitigate its 

impact upon their households. The next section focuses specifically on the nature of the

economic contributions made by women in the 829 households, both that formally 

enumerated in the 1851 Census, and that which was unrecorded.

Occupational profiles and skill levels within the population sample:

The Women:

Having established the nature of household composition, and examined the impact of 

the emergent capitalist economy upon living conditions, this section considers the work 

undertaken by women in the sample, with particular emphasis on those most faint in the

record; those without recorded occupations, widows and other unaccompanied women. 
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Breakdown of females by 
economic activity

Number As percentage of 
total females

Females working (all ages) 14,422 21.1%

Females listed as economically 
inactive (all ages)

53,966 78.9%

Total Females (all ages) 68,388 100%

Table 5.13 Breakdown of females in Sheffield town by economic status from 1851 
Census

Breakdown of females by 
economic activity

Number As percentage of 
total females

Females working (all ages) 387 18.0%

Females listed as economically 
inactive (all ages)

1,931 82.0%

Total Females (all ages) 2,320 100%

Table 5.14 Breakdown of females in population sample by economic status from 1851 
Census
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effectively, and which saw them in largely poor quality formal employment only when 

the family was too poor to survive on a single wage. 

Skill level of female occupations Total across four 
samples 

Percentage of 
working females  
across four samples

Professional, Managerial & 
Technical work

21 5.4%

Skilled work 180 46.3%

Semi and unskilled work 185 47.6%

Declared in census as unemployed 2 0.4%

Total 387 (100%)

Table 5.18 Skill levels of working females in population sample from 1851 Census.

This does not, however, mean that the remaining three quarters were excluded 

from economic activity. Significant prior scholarship by Goose (2007), Humphries (2020) 

and Shaw-Taylor (2007) has explored the reliability of census data in capturing the 

informal, part-time, seasonal, home-based and otherwise casual work done by women. 

The next section offers a contribution to this discussion, providing an exploration of the 

informal economic activities undertaken by the 71.9% of the women in the population 

sample who were undesignated in the 1851 Census.  
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households, and plausibly those without available family support. Four (4.8%) widows in

the sample worked as live-in servants, with the same number listed as lodgers in the 

household of a stranger; again, suggestive of limited financial options. Only five 

individuals, constituting 6.1% of widows, were listed as financially independent or in 

receipt of an annuity, suggesting that this was a luxury confined to very few of those left 

without a male breadwinner. One household was composed entirely of women, with two

generations of widows, mothers and daughters, living together; suggestive perhaps that 

this was a more attractive prospect than remarriage for either generation. 

Household type Percentage of widow group

Living with adult children (including as Head of 
Household)

44 (53.0%)

Living alone with young children 13 (15.7%)

Returned to live with parents [mainly young 
widows]

6 (7.2%)

Of independent means & living with servants 5 (6.1%)

As live-in servant 4 (4.8%)

As lodger in non-related household 4 (4.8%)

Lodging House Keeper 3 (3.6%)

Living alone 3 (3.6%)

Multi-generational women living together 1 (1.2%)

Total 83 (100%)

Table 5.22 Living arrangements of widows, all churches














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































