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Abstract

This thesis interrogates the universalised assumptions undegpigender mainstreaming in

global water governance frameworksparticularly SDG6 and Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRMj and demonstrates their inadequacy for explaining the complex, relational,

and intersectional dynamics of water governaincBamboi, northern Ghana. Although gender
mainstreaming is framed as essential to achieving global development goals, its opisatimmal
obscures the multiple s o @artxipatomi huda&ilci siabd e gma
Drawing on African feminisms, feminist political ecology (FPE), and (epistemological) cultural
relativism, the study adopts a decolonial feminist ethndyrap examine how gender, power,

cosmol ogy, and intersectional identities inte

The study demonstrates that mainstream feminisaoften positioned as univergainsufficiently

refl ect the | i ved dynenackofdiverse societiesdThis onitijue guideduHet ur a
s t u dweral suestion: What prospects do African feminisms, FPE, and epistemological cultural
relativism offer for decolonising water governan&atedly, four sutguestions were generated:

Whatare the dynamics of water governance in Ghana and how do they manifest in Bafhboi?

shapes and controls the waterscape in BantdoW do local and customary institutions interact

with formal water governanceénstitutions? And how are local and customamgstitutions

gendered?

The study responded to these questions in four analytical chapbtensto Seven. The first
analytical chapter relied on primary and secondary data to exploBViReand the making of
Bamboi.The empirical analysis reveals thatteragovernance in Bamboi is historically situated

within transitions from autochthonous custodianship to colonial and contemporary state control,



producing enduring political and infrastructural inequaliti@ee second analytical chapter

revealed thatver yday access, authority, and participa
less by gender alone and more by intersecting factors including age, kinship, ethnicity, marital
status, economic status, migration history, and spiritual legitimidoy.thirdanalytical chapter

looked at the localised worldviews and layers of water resource stewardship in Bamboi. This
chaptershows that local governance systemsnchored in cosmological worldviews, ritual
stewardship, and the Water Priesthdocbexist with, esist, and sometimes complement formal

stateled arrangements, generating a dynamic form of institutional (water) bricdlagefinal

analytical chapteemploys FPE to unravel the fluggtnder of thd8VR andthegendered dynamics

oft he v iwhtéralggsodssdemonstrating that the BVR is conceptualised as a sentient,
gendered being whose fluid personhdogariously feminine, masculine, or gendezutrali

shapes extraction practices, moral regulation, and stewardship responsibilities. This challenges
Western gender binaries and affirms African feminist critiques of epistemic homogenifagon

chaptef urt her documents the historical agency of
adjudicatory authority disrupts prevailing narratives of Aficanwomé s passi vi ty ano

the Iimits of quota based gender refor ms.

Overall, the study argues that decolonising water governance requires moving beyond
uni versalised gender templ at es towar d cont e
informed gproaches. It concludes that African feminisms and FPE provide analytically robust
frameworks for reimagining gender, participation, and power in natural resource governance. The
thesis offers methodological, theoretical, and policy insights for schgleastitioners, and

policymakers seeking to align water governance with lived realities across African contexts.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 Introduction to the study

Over several decadea diverserange ofcritical scholarshiphas challengd the hegemonic
universalisation of Western framingsthi n A Gender a n(@ADpPldowevérthgane nt 0
framingsstill dominate especially irther problematic gazesnd representatiasf women in non

Western societies such as Afriddesenarrativesoften castAfrican women as passive subjects
inperpetuah eed of ext er n(Bddigen et al.p20Qv iy earky académidraining

in Ghanareproduced tbse gazes and assumptionsnainstream feminist literature positioned
African women as uniformly oppr ess eakintaatmed i n

trajectorieo f whi t e, mi dd | Europelaadshe Wespb men i n t he

Whilst this academigroundingin Ghana shaped myalytical skills to recognise the widespread
and deepooted gender inequalities across the world, the fram@igforced black female
victimhoodand the uncritical reproductiasf Westernfeminist literatureand categorisations
African universities This gaze fostered the expectations thahderequalityi in theoryand
practice’ must mirror Western experiences. This assuimpterasescontexi ontology and
epistemic diversitySuch imaginingsvere furthereinforcedby policy. For examplea draft reprt
from the United Nations post015 development agenda (UN, 20@&jline astrongcommitment

on gender equalityThe excerpt below captures the foundational spirit of the agenda:

i [ .Realizing gender equality and the empowerment of women and gitlsnake a
crucial contribution to progress across all the Goals and targets. The achievement of full
human potential and of sustainable development is not possible if one half of humanity

continues to be denied its full human rights and opportunifies. The systematic



mai nstreaming of a gender perspective I

(UN, 2015, p.6)

The study is particularlgravn to this quotation as it entails thispiritotof t he Uni t ed
gender equality agenda aexiemplifies gendered intentions embedded within global development
agendasWhilst this shapes gender equality operationalisation in member isieteting Ghana

it implicitly presents men and boys as universally empowanedvomen and girlasuniversally
disenpowered. This discourse underpinsgender mainstreamingefforts in Sustainable
Development Goali SDG 5 and 6, including SDG 6.5 on Integrated Water Resources
Management (IWRM), where gender is operationalised primarily as the insertion of women into

formal structures.

My subsequent engagement with African feminisms and decolonial thought ungbtesl
universalied genderand developmenimaginaries Through this intellectual shiftl began to
guestionhow globaldevelopmengoalscommonly presented as iuarsal, are deeply rooted in
Western epistemologiesa hegemony thasilencesnonWestern worldviews andepistemic
processegTamale, 2020)The interrogaion of GAD (in its theory and practi¢ethroughthis
decolonial lengnd observation of theverydayessof daring and assertive charactersvaimen

| had encountered in both matrilineal and patrilireedtiural settingsacrossGhanareinforced two
fundamental insightsfirst, thatnot all men are empowered nor all women oppressatsecond,
that genér isnot a fixed biological attribute but performative socially producedand fluid
phenomenoiiButler, 2004 West and Zimmermari987) This aligns with what | develop later
in the thesis regarding the fluid gendering of the Black Volta River (BVRigiwmoves beyond

binaries and illustrates how local cosmologies exceed rigid Western gender constructs.
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My introspectiomaligns with Ndofirepi and Ndofire@ §€020)critique thatAfrican Universities
remain silent on African epistemologies whild o ubdud Western epistemologiess#uation

that sustaislong-standinghegemonies of knowledge producti®@uch reflections raised critical
guestionsWhy are conceptualisations and practices of GAD in Ghana not grounded in African
feminist epistemologi&s\Why do they instead rely so heavily on Western feminist histories and
narrativess it the power of Eurocentric knowledge production and hegemony in academia and
practice of development?

This led me to engaddaria Lugonedarguments imoward a DecoloniaFeminismwhichtraces

the colonial imposition of gender cuts across questions of ecology, economics, ajmarn
worldviews, the relationship between people and the spirit world, and knowledge production and
consumption(Lugones, 2010)Similarly, Ifi Amadiume& $/ale Daughters Female Husbands;
Gender and Sex in an African SocietydOyeronkeOy e wu mi 06 Bhe iaverfich of)women:
Making an African sense of western gender discoulisssrate how rigid gender binaries were
not foundational to many Afram societies prior to colonial encounte@®@yéwumi, 1997,
Amadiume, 198Y This scholarship, alongsiddanning (2025; 2021)Yerges (2021)Tamale
(2020),Mendez (2015) and othehlaveroundly drawn attention tdvow scholarship andlobal
development aged(for examplethe then Millenium Development GoalsIDGs and now
SDGSs) continue to silence newestern worldviews whileeingpresentecésuniversaly valid.

To addresghis epistemidacuna, this PhD draws on concepts and theoo@®d indecolonialit
includingAfrican feminismgspanning Womanism, Africana Womanism, Stiwanism, Motherism,
Ne go f eimersectienaityand others (epistemological) cultural relativism, and feminist

political ecology(FPE) to unpackthe complexitieof gender in Arican contextswith specific

attention toGhanaMy us e of i ntersectionality Tiaspointef | exi



emphasised by Ahmed (2013jo avoid turning it into &ibuzzwora emptied of analytical depth.
Instead, intersectionality is @ted as experiential, grounded in how people navigate power,
authority, kinship, cosmology, and resource governdndéhapter Two, | elaborate the diversity

and similarities within African societies to avoid oversimplification and essentialism.

To move keyondhegemonidVesternepistemologieghis study employed a (decolonial feminist)
ethnography (Manning, 2018hat enabled deep immersiavithin the everyday lives of the
residents of Bamboi, a village in northern Ghafhis ethnographic approach proeerich

insights iro intersectionaand norWestern framingembeddednt he gover nance of
wa t efrthe village.Water governancis a particularly important site for analysis becatbé&

6.5 (IWRM) provides a checklist for monitoringender nainstreaming in water resources
managemersdt different level{UNEP-DHI, 2025; Bertule et al., 2018Yhilst theuseofi gend er 0
in these frameworls appeargenderedinclusive ©f female and malés they prioritise the
mainstreaming girls and womefeedng into SDG 5(fi Ge nd e r ) Eaqduimativertently

obscuremore complexntersectionatealitiesof differently positionedpeople

Meanwhile, Bkachi et al. (2021)emind ughat even among women, experiencegateraccess
differ along lines ofhige, maital status, income, remittance daddownership.Thus, it is crucial
to ask:Whosenotionof gender equalitynderpingylobalgoalsandtheiruniversalised? It is at this
point that engaging decolonial cgtiesmakes visiblehe intersectionalcomplexties that such
gender mainstreamingameworks fail to capturen practice.Consequentlythis PhDexplores
how Westernised and Eurocentric knowledyystemsshapegendemarrativesand gazesvithin
water governance In so doing, the study African feminissn (and intersectionality)
(epistemological) cultural relativisrandFPE to unpackow gender, water, and decisiomaking

intersect inBamboi. By extension, ik studyalignswith recent empiricascholarship(Sultana
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2021 Truelove 2019 Narayanaswamy2016; 2014)all of which critiguemainstream feminist
assumptions h a t centr e wasnsgnanynsous iwitgehdarsequality They are

hegemonic, inadequate and problematic.

The studydemonstrates hoglobal agendslike the SDGsan misrepresento rsituategender

in local contexts such as Ghanknis is particularly concerning as the SDgieninform national
planning and attract development fundimgountries considered to be lamcome such as Ghana.
Their implementation reinforces Westdamaginaries of gender equalityhis thesistherefore
reimagires gender through African femimss and decolonialperspectivesusng everyday
interactionsin Bamboi torevealhow inclusion and exclusion in water decisiorakingchallenge
universalgt assunptions Through the engagement ofiwaterscape scholarship (which is
unpacked further in Chapter Twaihe study shows thatateil society interactiopareshaped by
sociacultural norms, politicsand geography (Karpouzoglou and Vij, 2017). Situated withis
interaction isunequal power relations that can produce unequal and gendered outcomes

(Karpouzoglou and Vij, 20t Truelove, 2011

The uniqueness of this study liesgituatingAfrican feminisms and (epistemological) cultural
relativismwithin thebroader framework of FPE interrogateBambod s w a t. hilst EREp e
emerged largely from thecholarship ofWestern academicsuch as Dianne Rocheleau, a
Professor Emerita of Geography at the Clark University in the United @taddser colleaguei

has since expandedo incorporate decoloniality and diverse worldviewdthough the central
focus of FPE dwells on how gender interacts in the wholdginuum ofresource governance,
contemporary scholarshigxamineshow intersectional categories rather than just gender
influencepower in natural resourg®vernancéAlhassan et al2024 Sultan 2021 Adams et al.

2018 Cole 2017) African feminists (Oyewumi, 2003; Ogundiheslie, 1994; Collins, 1990;
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Crenshaw, 1989kimilarly highlight thatsaocio relations, cultural norms,and micro-politics
producedeeply gendered outcomedVhen these frameworks are combined to analyse water

governancgt will reveal the pathways afontroldecisions and benefits.

Although the empirical studies on FPE usudtigus on the intersections of femgarticipation

in water decisiormaking, this studyresists oversimplstic singlecategoy analysis. Such
approaches risk assuming that exclusion stems solely from gender identity, whereas experiences
in Bamboi revealht a t et hnicity, kKi nship, age, mar it al
affiliation, and other markers shape access and authidiegnwhile, Cole (2017) draws attention

to the heterogeneity of the lived experiences of people related to waterlifsues, it is simplistic

to assume that all men have the power to participate in water deciaking.Like Cole (2017),

| do not intend to dismiss the peculiarity of gender inequality and gaps in the overall decision
making and the lived experiences amen in water issues in formal anfbrmalspaces in Africa.

Hence, vhilst acknowledging persistent gender inequality, | show that men and women are
embedded in dynamic social relationships that inform resource access (Hillesland et al., 2023).
This apprach makes visible the deeper structural patterns of discrimination embedded within

customary institutions such as kinship and chieftaincy

The study contrastsharplywith developmentalist preview and mainstream fentiapproaches

that privilege represetation participatiori often emphasisinggomerd sumerical inclusiorin

water committeeddowever, such committeésoften expected to function as the local translation

of A f o (amwaith thé gage dlVater and Sanitation WATSAN i Committeeswhich |

expand latein Chapter Twoy ar e frequentl y non f uFarthéermooen a l or
such approaches disregard the politics of participagiathisocic-cultural dynamics that exclude

not only certain women butalso manymen As Chapter Fiveillustrates, intersectional
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characteristicshapewater decisiormakingin ways thaformal frameworks routinely overlook.
This is also evident i€hapter Fourwhich situates these local dynamvashin broademational

water governancstructures

The analyss also foregrounds context. Whilstcewas central tointersectionalityin critiquing
Western femirst scholarshify its pioneering frameysts analytical relevance is diminished

racially homogeneousontextssuch asBamboi In such contextsethnicty rather than race
structures affinity, authority and social interactidiMsuya, 2019; Nnaemeka, 2004; Collins,
1990) Hence raceis not engaged in the analytical chapters of this study. Nevertheless, this thesis
acknowledges thhistorical legacies @bloniality that connedhfrica gender experiences to wider
global racialised hierarchiesherefore by examining howace, ethnicity and gendentersectin

water governance in Africahis study contributes to ongoing debates on decolonial knowledge
production The next paragraph focuses on dominant water governance frameworks and how they

shape gender mainstreaming.

Dominant water governanéeamework,SDG 6and IWRMlIargely conceptualisgenderthrough
representatiorguotas, especially for womeAs discussed earlierhis inadequatg captues
intersectiomal dynamicsof participationand ignores the diverse spaces where decisions occur
(Sehring et al., 2022%uch as market centfesvhere women often exercise organic authotity
contrast,formal waer committees, created to satisfy SDG reporting requirements, frequently
become performative (Asamoah and lle, 20Z4;arteveen and Boelen2017; Cleaverand

Hamada, 201,0Cleaver and Toner, 20p&nd disconnected from lived realities

1In Chapter Seven, | unravel the organiclewot i on and strength of the Bamboi
around the BVR.



Mo r e o v er , imifativis Idténs from its reliance on universalised models that striggle
adapt to diverse socio cultural Thos diveegentes ( E v &
reveals a major conceptual tension: IWRM imposes formdldgwever, thegovernance of water

in Bamboi is fundamentally informal. Global frameworks assumieei@nt institutions and
technocratic management, but lived practice reflects a far more fragmented, relational and plural
system. These contradictions are amplified by what | discussimat@napter Two (2.4as the

extractive neoliberal tendencies of WRwhere water is framed as an economic good, subject to

pricing, monitoring and technical optimisation. This technocratic commodification sits uneasily

alongside the relational, spiritual and ethical ways in which Bamboi residents underatand

At this point, the question revolves around whether African feminisms, FPE, and
(epistemological) cultural relativisoan deepennderstandingf the dynamics of exclusion and
inclusion in water decisiemaking. Reflecting on these dynamics in line with decealdensis
importantfor analysingwater accesss sociepolitically mediated phenomenon that extends
beyond natural scarcityAcademic research provides the framing in which our world is
understood in its multiple contexts (Brew and Lucas, 2009). Toetiils this study aims to
critigue two main areasf epistemichegemonyOng mainstream feminism and its influences
which brings Women in DevelopméngWID) conceptualchallenges back to practice by
centring womenos i ncl ustivg we aatse rgne ddoenti natgedl ik
production, which universalises these perspectives within global water govefraaneeorks.
Drawing on African feminisms, FPE, and cultural relativism, the study critiques these
assumptions and grounds the analysis in everlyigaip Bamboi. This reveals the conceptual and

practical gaps in how gender inequality is defined and operationalised in water governance.



The next sectioexamineshe research conteahdtheoverly simplisticframing of gendemwithin

watergovernanceolicy and practice

1.1 Establishing the research context, background and gap

Wateris often materially understood aslife-sustaining substanand its accesdramed as a
fundamentahuman right that must be protected by dogarers (Gawel and Bretswider, 2016;

UN, 2015; Gleick, 1998Beyond this essentialist vieglobalscholarshiggmphasisethe fragility

of freshwatersystems and thegusceptillity to depletion (Molden, 2020; Liu et al., 2017). Due

to these concerns, multipleglobal, regionaland national governance efforts, including
international conventions such as the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non
Navigational Uses of International Watercourses (Salman, 2007), and Human Right to Water and
Sanitation (UNGA, 2010)have beerenactedSuch frameworks provide normative direction but

do not prevent the uneven distribution, access, or control of water across geographies.

The worldis presentlynot waterstressed (Zwarteveen and Boelens, 2017), neither would it be by

the next deade. Regardless, access to available water remains unequal across contexts in the world
(Mehta, 2014)ndprojected to intensifyFor examplethe Global Water Institute (2018)arns

that 700 million people worldwidenay be displacedby 2030due to water sarcity. These

disparities are also stark within countries Ghana ér instancenational water stress is low, but

internal spatial inequalities are acuteshwatels relatively abundant in the southern regions but
comparatively scarce in the northesavannah zong$&overnment of Ghana, 2019Access to

avail abl e water I's further di fferentiated al
infrastructure, gender, caste, ethnicity, and égehta, 2014). These conditions are further

exacerbated for the poor ardcially marginalisedUnequal access to water has the potential to



compromisehealth, wellbeing, economgarticipation, humamights anddevelopment (Abanyie

et al., 2023; Sultana and Loftus, 2015).

As a result, there is a consensus that reversing adverse environmental thaniggesct water
resource availability is desirable (Morrison et al., 20P®¢mised on tree complexities,
scholarship shows that scarcity and access are not solely matters of physical availability but of
governancei shaped by political prioritisationinstitutional capacity, technology, financing
arrangements, and soaaltural norms (Mdee et al., 2024; Yeleliere et al., 2018; Zwarteveen and
Boelens, 2017; Mehta, 201@sumanu et al., 20145ignificantly for this thesis, these governance
processes enadly both formal and informal structures and practices, a tension that becomes
central to understanding the lived realities of water users in Ban{sodiscussed earliethe

IWRM framework currently dominaes water governanceglobally. It seeksto coordnate
competing water usepr omot e nAef fi ci ency, re@ienusugphrivennd sus
models towardsnarketcentred systemoften throughpricing), andenhanceuser participation

(Adjakloe, 2021; Yeleliere et al., 2018; Zwarteveen and BoeRis).

However the SDGs and the IWRNfamework have beerextensivelyproblematsed for their
technocratic andepolitici'ed assumptions, whiadhv er | ook t he fragmented,
power | aden dyna(Adaklee, 202; Gonda ekat., 201 @brMdsesand Harrison,
2019; Morrison et al., 2019%urthermore, the technocratic underpinnings of the W& SDG

6 7 which | elaboratdurther in Chapter Twé position water as an economic good, promoting
commodification, and privileging technical optimisation omen-economical dynamics that are
relational situated spiritual androoted inlocal andcustomary forms of stewardship. Attugh

relevant nationally, these frameworks have even less tractisetimgslike Bamboi, where
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governances diffused, informal, and deeply shaped by cultural worldviews and social relations.

The next paragraph situates gender within the IWRM and SDG 6

Globally, gendermainstreamingi which is an important componef SDG 61 remains

influential in policy responses to uneven water accssnerous studies link domestic water
responsibilities tavomen and young girls (Abanyie et al., 2025; Nordstrooh\Afidman, 2022;

Jeil etal., 2020; Mehta, 2014)ei nf or ci ng t he i dea that womenos
is both practical and stratedmee Moser, 1989T his association is frequently extended to justify
womenos i ncl usi on, partioularly entruzal conteatsnwiere watee collection

labour is feminiseddowever this view of women collapses complex social realities into a singular
narrative.Meanwhile,whilst women often bear the burden of water collection, they are not a

homogewus group.

RegardlessAdams et al. (2018) have argued that vulnerable groups such as children, the aged,
and persons with disability mostly rely on women for domestic and caregiving purposes due to the
socially constructed reproductive roles associatéti females Due to this constructed role,
Adams et al . (2018) have argued that womenods
escalate the needs of vulnerable groups in water decisions. Although this resonates with the
realities of many femal@s rural and urban spaces in lamcome countries such as Ghana, Adams

et al . 6s ( 2 Onpliegs)thatgpsos watepdcdssara relatively caused by a lack of
womends repr esent -adking Klowevar, such assumptiochesdnadequatenand
empirically weal(seeKolipaka et al., 2026C|eaverand Hamda 2010; Cleaver and Toner, 2006)

This is because water governance processes inuelanical, political and administrative

dynamics thaexceed representational solutions
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This study therefi@ unpacks theintersectionalexperiemes embedded in water economy
highlighting that i ncl usi o notseapedhlybygsexocategories wat er
but by acombinationof intersecting identities age, ethnicity, kinship, political affiliation,

economic capacity, and social networkle next paragph locats the ga within the rhetorics

of women and water governanceGimana

Current debates in Ghana reflect gemdeitensions irSDG 6and IWRM This is becaustargets

of the SDGs, such as 6.5.1 dominates national level water policy fraemdggnder
mainstreamingn Ghana (GWP, 2022Whilst women form the backbone of domestic water
management , their participati on Dernet &l.p2026a | dec
Kosoe et al., 2025; Alhassan et al., 2024; Dery et al., 2021; Fielmua and Mwingyine, 2018;
Boateng and Kendie, 2015; M@&SP, 2015; Boateng et al.,, 2013; Opare, 206®wever,

f ocusi ng s ol lieitsgendetbasédwesearehnndthree waysdimgcumg: i ntra gr o
differences, which shape who among women can participate and whose voices carry authority;
structural ad mi cro politics, which constrain both
identities; and the influence of Western f emi
intersections and equate inclusion with empowernidrgse simplifications often divt attention

away from the statebdbs responsibility in addr
outlined earlier, they also overshadow the diverse informal spaces where meaningful water
decisions occur (sucls market centres, kinship netwad)k while overemphasising formal

commi ttees that are often symbolic, under res

Based on the above reflections, tteésearclaligns with emerging decolonial feminist scholarship
that interrogatshow water governance shaped byocal and genderedower relations, cultural
worldviews, and unequal access to political sp&ees Hillesland et al., 2023; Narayanaswamy et
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al.,, 2023). To understand these processes, insights from African femifiemexample,
Nnaemeka, 20040yewumi, 2003;1997; Crenshaw, 1989) and FPE (Sultana, 2021; Truelove,

2019; Adams et al., 2018)e engaged to unpack hownt er sect i onal identi ti
norms structure the politics of resource access and corfaobeyond the narrow lens of female
representation are important in exploring the uneven spaces of resource access, control and

decisionmaking eyond women in local government instituted water governamecenittees

To this end, this section haguated the research within broader debates about gender, power,
water governance and decoloniality highlighting the conceptual and empirical gajst tnake
Bamboi a compelling site for understanding the everyday politics of water access and the

limitations of dominant globajovernance frameworks such as the SDG 6 and IWRM.

1.2 Studying water from an African feminist and intersectional perspective

Sclbol arship on water decision making consi stent
over water are shaped by a complex interplay of cultural, historical, environmental, economic,
technical and socio politi callpledcalesafromglebal The s e
governance architectures to the everyday practices of individuals and housghalus

collectively produce uneven patterns of water access across contexts. At the local level, these
dynamics intersect with stated politics ofprioritisation, which often determine where, when,

and how water infrastructure is delivered or neglected, especially in developing countries. As
Mallette (2013) illustrates, the governance of water is conditioned not only by hydrology or
infrastructure bt by shifting regimes of ownershipstate, private, communalwhich structure

the political economy of access. Similarly, Wrisdale et al. (2017) demonstrate how historical
exclusions and socio political | e g réenceseds cont
marginalised groups, including older adults and persons with disabilities, in rural South Africa.
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Ghanaots waterscape r eAd attined earlieh ¢he &oveenména nag | e me
integrated SDG 6 and IWRM principles into national dewelept planning frameworks
(Government of Ghana, 2019) towards ensuring equitable access to wener codified as a

human right (UNGA, 2010)However despite these commitments, access to safe and reliable
water remains unevers signposted in Section 1.thesechallenges are not simply technical;

they are deeply embedded in the structural constraints of a governance system that draws heavily
on universalised, Western centric models of w
technocratic orientatio and its extractive neoliberal tendencigsvilege market logics and
technocratic optimisatiomhiles obscuring the cultural, relational and political dimensions of

water governance. Likewise, gender mainstrearmiogntral to SDG 6 has become one dfi¢

most essentialised measures of governance effectiveness, even though it often rests on simplified

assumptions about womends roles, needs and ag

It is at this juncture that African feminisms and intersectionality provide critical analytical
reflections into these gender and water governance simplicities. African feminist epistemologies
foreground the contextual, relational, and experiential dimensions of gender that mainstream
development framings tend to flatten. They emphasise that gender canmatdostood purely

through biological categories or universalised binaries, but must be read through historically
grounded worldviews, kinship forms, cosmol ogi ¢
Crucially, African feminisms recognise gezrdas fluid, performative and embedded position

consistent with critical feminist scholarship that challenges rigid biological essentialism and
interrogates the instability of sex/gender binaries. This view is particularly important for this thesis,
asBamboi 6s cosmol ogies assign gendered and per

rivers and water bodies, including the BVR, whose fluid gender becomes a powerful social,
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spiritual, and governance force (developed in Chapters Five and Six)istamdeng gender as
fluid does not only enrich the conceptual analysis but also aligns with African cosmologies in
which both humans and non humans embody dynan

(Awuah-Nyamekye, 2013).

In this regard, the metaphygai views on watef wat er personhood d4nd wat
theorised by scholars such as Nowak et al., (2024), Cohen et al., (2023), Strang (2023) and
Kimmerer (2012) become instructive in understanding how cosmological water relations unfold

in Banboi. For instance, Strang (2023) demonstrates how the supernatural and metaphysical
dimensions of water compel societies to treat water not as a commodity but as a relative, an
ancestor, or a moral agent. Such framings foreground reciprocity, ethicspand @ s ponsi bi |
rat her than extraction. Similarly, Cohen et
anal yses of water as a |iving and personified
logics through which localities steward waterawses. These insights resonate strongly with

B a mb ovatér dineagepractices which are rooted in spiritual stewardship led by its Water
Priesthood and the custodians of #eorafoni where water is understood through layers of
responsibility, ritual, ath reciprocal obligation. These cosmological and relational forms of
governancé which are discussed further in Chapters Four, Five and Skist parallel to, and

often in tension with, the formal and technocratic expectations of IWRM, whose univenses me

struggle to account for non material, spiritu

|l ntersectional ity further deepens this anal ysi
decisionmaking are shaped by the convergence of age, kinghigcity, marital status, political

affiliation, migration statusspirituality, and economic capacity. In this study, intersectionality is

nota buzzword or a ir oulAhmad 2018)but ardiegantrfrandworkta | gest
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unpack theexperiental and lived processof differently positioned peoplen everyday water

politics. This approach is critical in a setting like Bamboi, where the ability to speak, influence
decisions, or mobilise authority around water is shaped less by sex alone atidynore ne 6 s s oc
embeddedness, relational histories, seniority, and ritual legitimacy. Intersectionality therefore
becomes the bridginffameworkthat connects African feminist insights to water governance,
enabling a decentring of rigid biological or nuimsal categoriestowardamore fluid, situated, and

relational understanding.

Applying these lenses to the various water sources in Bamboging from boreholes and hand

dug wells to surface waters such as the BWVRpens analytical possibilities that rdmant
governance frameworks fail to anticipatdeefore, studying water through African feminist and
intersectional perspectives allows this thesis to move beyond the oversimplified narrative of
Awomends inclusiono and elatienal,earddcosmaoyi@lrnatwegoh t et
water governance in Bamboi. These perspectives lay the foundation for examining how power,
knowl edge, identity, spirituality, and gender

wat er s 0 Jostbst@névelyiscussedn Chapters Four, Five and Six.

1.3 Objective and research questions

Building on the foregoing discussion, which illustrates the limitations of dominant water
governance frameworks and the analytical possibilities opened through African femiridims

and (epistemological) cultural relativisimis thesis igyuided by one overarching objective: to
interrogate the prospects and possibilities these frameworks offer for decolonising water
governance, particularly as it manifests in Bamboi. Thisablgreflects the need to move beyond
universalised assumptions embedded in SDG 6 and IWRM, and to understand how power, identity,

cosmology, and intersecting social markers shape the everyday governance of water in ways that
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dominant frameworks fail torgicipate. It also responds to the conceptual and empirical gaps
identified in the literaturel especially the tendency to essentialise gender, overlook fluid
subjectivities, depoliticise water decisions, and ignore the relational and spiritual dimesfsions

water stewardship present in many African contexts.

Guided by these concerns, the thesis asks one central question: what prospects and possibilities do
African feminisms, feminist political ecology, and (epistemological) cultural relativism offer for
decolonising water governance? To operationalise this main question, four latextre

sub questions were developed. Each sub quest.i
unpack the dynamics of 1trdmepolificalaolggywaterscapele 6 o f
intersectional participation, to customary stewardship, tweed authority and cosmological

worldviews:

1. What are the dynamics of water governance in Ghana and how do they manifest in

Bamboi?

This question explores the national to | ocal
tensions between formality drinformality, the extractive neoliberal tendencies embedded in

IWRM, and the political ecology of water supply and prioritisation.

2. Who shapes and controls the waterscape in Bamboi?

The focus here is on intersectional experiences and everyday institutxasnining how age,
sex and gender, kinship, ethnicity, migration, social networks, political affiliation, economic
capacity, spiritual legitimacy and personality mediate inclusion and exclusion in water

deci sion making.
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3. How do local and customary institons interact with formal water governance

institutions?
This sub question draws on institutional bri
bet ween state | ed governance and customary/ s

Koorafon, Wate Priesthood, local rituals, and the relational ethics that underpin water

safeguarding.

4. How are local and customary institutions gendered?

This question examines how gendered power, fluid gender personhood, and cosniologies
including the gendering of tH&VR i shape authority, voice, legitimacy, and participation within

Bamboi 6s .waterscape

These questions drive a multi | ayered anal ysi
cosmology, identity, knowledge production, and the intersecting social processes that mediate
everyday inclusion and exclusion. They provide the analyticaltateithrough which the thesis
examines how decolonial feminist frameworks er

of water governance beyond the constraints of universalised fr@ioyngs

1.4 Scope of the study

This study focuses on undensting the localised dynamics of gender and intersectional
experiences as they manifest in water governance. The empirical emphasis is northern Ghana,
where two interrelated conditions create a compelling context for such an investigation. First, the
northen savannah belt experiences comparatively widespread water scarcity (Abanyie et al., 2025;

Alhassan et al., 2024), shaping everyday negotiations around access, control and use. Second, the
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region is characterised by deeply embedded patrilineal and pha#iaocial structures (Gyan and
Mfoafo-M6 Car t hy, 2022) , which influence how autho
distributed among differently positioned people. These dynamics provide a fertile ground for
examining how inclusion and exclosn i n water deci sion making u
identitiesi beyond the narrow binary of maleness and femalehessen within a seemingly

patriarchal society.

Within this broader regional framing, Bamboi, a vibrant commercial village locate@ iBdle

District of the Savannah Region, was purposefully selected as the ethnographic site. The choice of
Bamboi was driven by its intimate and layered connection to the BVR. The BVR is a major
component of the Volta River System, which constitutes appraxt el v 70 % o f Ghan
network. The system attracts local, national, regional and global interests due to its hydrological,
economic and political significance. Situated
economy, cultural practicesn@ cosmological worldviews are all anchorednaterially and
spirituallyii n t he riverdés physical and non physical
nor peripheral: the BVR serves as a livelihood resource, a site of ritual significancenaret a

ecological entity whose presence shapes daily practices and governance decisions. These
dimensions position Bamboi as a vantage point to explore how global governance frameworks and
national water policieé shaped by IWRM, SDG 6 and technocratigitsi interact, collide and

coexist with the locally embedded, culturally informed and spiritually grounded practices of water
stewardship. Bamboi therefore becomes an analytically rich site for interrogating the possibilities

of decolonising water goveance through African feminist, FPE and (epistemological) cultural

relativism lenses.
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1.5 Thesis contributions

This thesis makesivie interconnectedcontributions situated at the intersection @frican
feminisms, FPE and (epistemological) cultural relativiTheycollectivelyadvance a decolonial
reading of water governance and gender mainstreaming in Bamboi and the broader Ghanaian

waterscape.

First, the thesis offers a historically grol
waterscape by trawg how water governance has transitioned from the authority of autochthonous

ri ght Thparticdagy Mo custodians of the BVR such as the Mokooro (Water Priest) and

Koora Hankoora (Water Priestess) to the modern Ghanaian state through colonial and
postcolonial administrative consolidation. It shows how national infrastructural projects, including

the 400 MW Bui Dam powered by the Bui Power Authority, have reconfiguredsiamgling

modes of access and livelihood patterns in Bamboi. This shift hesfdraned the BVR from a

|l iveli hood sustaining riverine ecosystem int
uprooting pathways of direct appropriation (for example, fistaind domestic water use) and
replacing them with Aastuctdre suchtas mecharasbd bereholes tared r I
small town water systems under Community Wate
The thesis demonstrates how extractive neoliberal tendencies embedded inil\&picially
technocratic commodification, pimg logics, and centralised controlare poorly aligned with

local realities, amplifying uncertainty and dependencysthilr odi ng t he vil |l ageos
resulting governance landscape situates Bamboi between the spiritual obligations of river

stewadship and the unreliable, spatially prioritised delivery of stedevater supply.

Second, the thesis provides a nuanced intersectional analysis of how actors shape, control, and
navigate the waterscape in Bamboi. Drawing on African feminist scholamstipPE, it develops
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a deep intra and inter categorical i ntersect
such as age, gender, lineage/kinship, ethnicity, marital status, migration history, economic capacity,

political affiliation, spirituallegitimacy, personality, and social perception intersect to produce

patterned I nclusi on and exclusion I n water
oversimplified assumption that fAwomeno constit
Semyonov,2 016 ) , uni formly marginalised category

Instead, the thesis shows that authority in Bamboi is relational, situated, and contingent
someti mes privileging older women, S pwhilei t ual |
simultaneously marginalisingome young men, migrast widows, or socially disconnected
individuals. This intersectionalocus dismantles the reductive gender binary embedded in
dominant gender mainstreaming practices, offering a more textured tamdieng of the social

politics shaping water access and control.

Third, the thesis extends scholarship on institutional bricolage by empirically documenting the

co existence, negotiati on, and hybrleddvaterat i on
governance systems in Bamboi. Through the conceptatér bricolage it demonstrates how
governance emerges through dynamic assemblages of formal institutional arrangements (District
Assembly, CWSA, Hydrological Services Department, Bui Power Authonitg)langstanding

local systems of stewardship (the Koorafon water lineage, water/river priesthood, ritual
safeguarding practi ces, sttwdarnaal IWRMframeivdrkiasstmes b | i g
coherent, integrated institutional structures, theish&sows that water governance in Bamboi is
inherently informal, spiritually governed, and relatiohalperating largely outside the formalised

spaces envisioned by SDG 6.5.1 monitoring mechanisms. The research therefore contributes a

detailed ethnographgf multi-layered water governance in rural northern Ghana, revealing that
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localised, cosmologically informed modes of stewardship remain deeply valued, widely practiced,

and materially consequential despite their silence in national policy frameworks.

Fourth, the thesis advances decolonial feminist scholarship by integrating African feminisms,
intersectionality, FPE, and cultural relativism to examine gendered and fluid water governance in

a Ghanaian context. The ethnographic finding that the BVR itsalidgrstood as possessing a

fluid gendered persatity 1 shifting identities, temperaments and social rélas an original

contribution that unsettles rigid Western sex/gender binaries and reveal that gender is socially
produced, situated, and shiftingtier than biologically fixed. The cosmological gendering of the
BVRasNnaaMoor esonates with Strangés (2023) theori s
met aphysi cal being; Cohen et al.ds (202f3) not
water as | iving and personified. Through t he:
governance is anchored not only in technical management but also in spiritual reciprocity, ritual
accountability, and relational ethicsdimensions that domima governance frameworks such as

IWRM neither anticipate nor accommodate. Further, the thesis brings African feminist
epistemologies into direct conversation with water governance scholarship, this thesis makes an
original contribution by demonstrating thaven within patriarchal settings, women possess

diverse forms of authorityi spiritual, moral, economic and relational and that gender

mainstreaming must be contextually situated rather than universalised.

Finally, this study is among the few that lgyithe decoloniality discourse into water governance

in subSaharan Africa. | unveil how the local and customary institutions that govern water are
gendered and mimic the gendered dynamics of the local social structure of Bamboi. | do so by
drawing from Afican feminisms and FPE scholarship. One of the original contributions of this
study is bringing African feminisms scholarship into the water governance space. African
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feminisms as a decolonial scholarship criticises the simplification associated witariisest
feminisms relating to its embedded view of women from a universal point, especially when it
relates to gender mainstreamimgr e€xample,Tamale, 2020; Oyewumi, 1997; Amadiume, 1987).
Relatedly, the FPE scholarship rather merges decoloniality,lideda worldviews, and
intersectionalities in (natural) water resource governance. Specifically, | bring the empirical
scholarship on FPE and water governance to the rural northern Ghanaian context. Hitherto, an
expansive scholarship on FPE and water gaesea are geographically situated in urban and rural
Asia with significant contributions from scholars such as Farhana Sultana (see Sultana 2021; 2020;
2009), Yaffa Truelove (see Truelgu#019; 2011), and Padini Nirmal (see Nirmal, 2017). These
studies ilustrate the situated exclusion and inclusion within the various levels of water governance
through the dynamic interplay of intersectional factors (which act as axes of power) and
categorisation in urban and rural Asia. In-<dharan Africa, a few studiey Ellis Adjei Adams

have explored FPE and water governance in urban Malawi (see Adams, 2024; Adams et al., 2018).
Exceptfor Nirmal (2017)who provides empirical evidence on decoloniality in her research in
Kerala, the rest mainly focus on intersecticied (especially as it is shaped by gendered
experiences) andre least focgsed on empirical evidence of decoloniality; a concept that has
gained contemporary attention in FPE scholarsioipgxample Harcourt et al., 2023; Mollett et

al., 2020; Rocheka, 2015).

Drawing these two concepts together, African feminisms and FPE, | unravel that even within a
small patriarchal geographical setting such as Bamboi, women are not the same. This is because
they are differently positioned based on their interseat characteristics such as kinship, age,

and other soci@conomic statuses. This implies that gender mainstreaming cannot be fashioned in

a universal manner; a position African feminismseing advanced. Furthermore, whilst the

23



dominant narrative orgender in patriarchal settings portrays women as timid, weak and
disempowered, adult females in Bamboi exhibit different levels of assertiveness, strength and
adjudicatory prowess. These features are organically engaged by females who share similar
kin/family, economic or similar interests to organise the village when there is a need. For instance,

| discusgshe Women €ommittee (WoC) of Bamboi, which was organically formed by a group

of Mo women to offer adjudicatory functions to the village. Althoughgitweip is defunct as all

its pioneer members are deceased, it draws attention to the deeply embedded evidence that it is
simplistic to assumehat all women (especially those in patriardpalrilineal settings) are

unassertive and require some form oftgLto represent in formal spaces such as water committees.

1.6 Organisation of the study

To address the research questions, this thesis engages decolonial frameworks, including African
feminisms, (epistemological) cultural relativism, and FPE, to illuneitatw knowledge, power,

and worldview shape water governance. Chapter TiWoyards an African feminist political
ecology of water governangereviews these conceptual terrains. It synthesises scholarship on
gender and feminism, waterscapes, interseditgnand governance arrangements, making a
novel contribution by explicitly bridging African feminist thought with water governance
literatures and emphasising the situatedness of governance practices within local epistemologies

and everyday life.

ChapterThree outlines the methodologidaaming of the study through a decolonial feminist
ethnography. It details the research design, fieldwork processes, positionality, and ethical
dil emmas encountered in Bamboi , stionaldgnanmice g my

that underpinned data production.
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The first analytical chapter, Chapter FouirT he nat ur e of t he waterscap
T6Nnaa Mood and the framing of Banptbwh at, aree ptoh
dynamics of wier governance in Ghana and how do they manifest in Bambgi@nalysing how
national water political dynamics mani fest in
broader waterscape, examining hbydro-socialrelations, worldviews, and s&atnterventions

especially the Bui Dammeconfigure access, use, control, and predictability of water resources. The
chapter il lustrates how the BVR underpins Be

environmental rhythms.

Chapter Fiveii E v e r y grainstitutoas and the intersectional experiences in the multiple
waterscapes of Bamboi 0 ans wa shapds larel comteols the d 1 e
waterscapePrawing on intersectionality, it reveals how everyday institutions generate patterned
inclusion and exclusion. It illuminates the complex interplay of age, sex, kinship, ethnicity, marital
status, religion, economic status, and other positionalities that structure who participates, who is
silenced, and how authority circulatefdlling a major gap left by dominant development

frameworks and gender mainstreaming approache

ChapterSixi Local i sed worl dviews and | ayers of natu
the third research question on the interactions between local/customt#ttioms and formal
governance systems. Engaging (epistemological) cultural relativism and institutional (water)
bricolage, the chapter examines how Bamboi 6s ¢
embodied by th&oorafon(Water/River family gee) and Water Priesthopcb-exist, complement,

and sometimes challenge st&td regimes. It elaborates the metaphysical and material practices

that shape sanctification, safeguarding, and resource perception, revealing exclusionary and
inclusionary boundries rooted in kinship rather than biological sex categories.
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Chapter SeveniiGendered cosmologies, power and water governance: An (African) feminist
political ecology of Bamba, t he final analytical chapter, r
on the gendered nature of local institutions. Situated within FPE and African femisisinesise

of storytelling, lived experiences, and historical narratives to show how gendered power, voice,

and authority are negotiated in practithe Chapteforeground how Bamboi 6 s wo me:
agency, organise collectively, and challenge universalised Western gender imaginaries through

local, spiritual, and relational modes of governance.

Finally, ChapterEighfi Conc |l usi ons of t he s trosdallfoursesearchhesi s
guestions, grounding them in the integrated frameworks of African feminisms, cultural relativism,
and FPE. |t hi ghlights the thesisbd key <cont:
mainstreaming in water governance beyondWesr n e pi st emi ¢ fsensitme s , ur

decolonial, and intersectional approaches.

Having established the research context, problematisation of gender mainstreaming, and the
rationale for a decolonial feminist interrogation of water governaneadkt chapter turns to the
conceptual and theoretical foundations of the study. Chapter Two synthesises African feminisms,
FPE and (epistemological) cultural relativism to develop the analytical lens through which the

waterscape of Bamboi is examined.
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CHAPTER TWO

2 Towards an African feminist political ecology of water governance

2.0 Introduction

This chaptemunpacksconcepts of decoloniality, intersectionality, African feminism and feminist
political ecology to challenge dominant forms of knowimgl @ractices regarding gender and
waterdecisionmakingat different levels of governangepanning global, regional, national and

local settings. This challengéhe overly simplistic ad Westerrcentric approaches to discourses

on development, gender,awater resource governand® do this, the chapter is structured as
follows.

Firstly, it interrogates the dominant assumptions and gaps in the literature around gender and water
governance.Thisunpacks the lapses in the GAD literature on water geveeandbrings to the

fore the deepooted Eurocentrism embedded in mainstream water governance frameworks
drawing attention that decoloniality offers an innovative lens through which deamsikimg in

water, particular aspects that relates to partimpatan be deeply explored beyond the simplistic
emphasis on seas the cause and consequence of exclusion or inclusion in water governance in
Africa.

The second section lays a foundation on the literatfirAfliccan feminisms which include
Womanism ad Africana Womanism (HudseWeems, 1993; Ogunyemi, 1985; Walker, 1979),
Intersectionality (Collins, 1991Crenshaw, 1989 Stiwanismi social transformation including
women in Africa (OgundipeLeslie, 1994), Motherism (Acholonu, 1995), Nefgminism
(Nnaemeka, 20@) and Snadsense Feminism (Adimotazeigbo, 2012). This literature offers an
alternative and Al ocal ly r chapee geoderfaredBurocensic per
paradigms, which are increasingly critiqued for invisiblising the coniglekhow African gender

27



experiencess shaped and performei.hes e Afri can grounded intell e
and feminism form the central theoretical underpinnings of this thesis. In addition to these
theorised frameworks, a wider body of Afircfeminist scholarship, particulafBecolonisation

and Af r o Tamalen2080)Tkermvention of Women: Making an African Sense of Western
Gender Discourse@yewumi, 1997), an#lale Daughters, Female Husbands: Gender and Sex

in an African SocietyAmadiume, 1987), offers critical interventions for rethinking how gender is
constructed, performed, and understood in African contexts. These frasumgkativelyprovide

the analytical positioning for interrogating gendered relations within African 8esiésuch as

Bamboi) and thus significantly inform the interpretive lens adopted throughout this thesis.

Whilst interrogating the many concepts that frame African feminismshaayite winding, this

study has carefully engaged these cosjggtherthaj ust A1 nt ewhishessignifiam al i t y
to this thesis)This expanded engagement is a deliberate epistemic scwnidepistemic habits
Aldrin-Salskov (2020) has argued that epistemic habits are connected to the discursive
engagementsheorgical argumentsand conceptthat are regularly and habitually sourced loosely

to become buzzyAs signpostecearlier,Ahmed (2013) rather conceptualises these dynamics as
routinised theoretical gestures, which constitute the habitual and often undedaiment of

certain popular theoretical vocabularies that come to signify whether a piece of scholarship is
regarded as intellectually | egitimate or suff]|
knowledge geographigthe uneven intellégal terrains that determine which epistemologies are
centred, which are marginalised, and which are rendered invisible. These geographies manifest,

for example, in the dominance of Western feminisms ovef\Western feminist theories such as

African feminst epistemologies; in the privileging of technocratic frameworks such as IWRM

over | ocalised water ontologies which are shaj
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citation cultures disproporti onap(@dofyrepisashdape wh

Ndofirepi, 2020)

Within these broader geographies of knowledgmstemic whitenessmerges as a structuring

l ogic (Al drin Sal skov, 2020) , shaping whioch
worldviews are afforded universal authority. This lens is particularly relevant to criticising the
intersectional framing of this study, as iluminates the inherent limitations that applying
intersectional approaches themselves risk becoming the very epistemic hierarchies they seek to
unsettle Overtime, the buzzing of such ideas defeats the real engagement they were intended to
convey Thesehabits can be doublearrdled; whilst they may exclude other ways of thinking over

time, they can potentially spark fruitful discourgedtin-Salskoy 2020).Intersectionalityrisks

falling into the trap ofepistemic habit or routinised thedoetl gestues due to itpopularityin

feminist researchAldrin-Salskoy 202Q Ahmed, 2013 Hence,l avoid this habit byunpackng

the several conceptnd argumentsooted inAfrican feminismsratherthan onlydwelling on

intersectionality to invisibilise the sekal frameworks that embgd\frican feminisms.

The third sectionengags water governance bynpackingthe argument alonthe simplistic
practice of GAD in watedecisionmaking It then advancestersectionalityasrooted inAfrican
feminisms and-PE)to framea wider decolonial feminist political ecology, which highlights the
complex intersectional dynamics of actors and institutions in natural (water) resources governance.
Furthermore, it identifies tensions betwé®asternshaped feminist theory arjepistemological)
cultural relativism regarding the possibility of universal trajectories or modes of natural resource

governance.
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2.1 Synthetising the conceptual relationship among thieey concepts

l

Water Decision-Making

Figure 1: Conceptual relatihips among key variables; AF, FPE and (E)CR

Source Aut hordés construct.

The conceptual foundation of this thesisepresented in Figure L rests upon théheoretical
dialogue among African feminisms, FPE and (epistemological) cultural relativism, brobugh
together as a decolonial analytical triangle through which gender and water governance may be

more fully understood. This synthesis is necessary because dominant theorisation on gender and
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natural resource governanic@articularly in development and veaitpolicyi remains shaped by
Eurocentric epistemic norms that universalise Western experiences and marginalise other ways of
knowing (NdlovuGatsheni, 2023; Aldrisalskov, 2020). In mainstream gendeddevelopment
discourse, such epistemic hierarchiese produced what Mignolo and Walsh (2018) term the
colonial matrix of power, where Western frameworks continue to define the terms through which

gender, participation, and governance are interpreted in global policy.

In response, African feminisms offarcritical site of resistance by foregrounding the contextual,
plural, and historically grounded experiences of African women (and men). Scholars such as
Oyewumi (2003; 1997), Nnaemeka (2015; 2004; 1998), Steady (2005; 1987; 1985), Mama (2019;
1995) and Tmale (2020) critique Western feminist universalism for its inattention to the
cosmologies, kinship systems, lineage structures, and social hierarchies that organise African
societies. These perspectives insist that gender is neither singular nor stakelatimntal and
mediated by intersecting markers such as age, seniority, spirituality, ethnicity, marital positioning,
and political embeddedness (Mirza, 2014; McCall, 2005; Crenshaw, 1989; Collins, 1986).
Intersectionality, when treated reflexively rathiean as a routinised theoretical gesture (Ahmed,
2013), becomes a crucial bridge between African feminist epistemologies and the lived realities of

water governance examined in this thesis.

Parallel to this, FPE expands the scope of political ecologypteyrogating how environmental
access, control, and knowledge production are shaped by gendered and intersectional power
relations (Rocheleau et al., 1996; EImhirst, 2011; Sultana, 2009, 2021; Harcourt, 2019, 2023). FPE
resists the technocratic flattenin§resource governanéepitomised in IWRM and SDG 6by
emphasising everyday experiences, embodiment, emotion, care, and the relationalities that
structure how people engage with natural resources. These insights are especially salient in
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contexts suchsaBamboi, where water is not simply a material good but a sentient, cosmologically
anchored entity with mor al and soci al expec
positionality aligns with African feminist insistence on grounded, relational unddmsts of

gender, while extending these debates into the domain of natural resource governance.

The third conceptual pillar, (epistemological) cultural relativism, compels a metigichilo

commi t ment t o situating knowl edge wi t hin t h
cosmological contexts that shape local meaning systems (Datta, 2018; Lugones, 2010). In water
governance, cultural relativism challenges the presumption thateMvestfined notions of
participation, efficiency, and equity can be seamlessly transplanted inMVestern landscapes.

Instead, it highlights the legitimacy of cosmological stewardship, ritual authority, and
autochthonous institutions such as the WatdPriesthood and Koorafon, which | discuss in
Chapters Four to Sevénn regulating water decisions. These relational forms of governance are
frequently dismissed as dAinformal o or fAtradit

relativism allovs them to emerge as epistemologically valid and politically consequential.

These frameworks collectively unbundle the epistemic limitations inherent in universalised gender
mai nstreaming and gl obal water governeaace fr al
orientation and SDG 606s representational met r
socichistorical dynamics that shape authority, legitimacy, and participation in places like Bamboi.

By combining African feminisms, FPE and culturalativism, the thesis advances a decolonial

critiquei one that not only challenges the dominance of Westentric knowledge production

but also proposes more grounded pathways for understanding how gender, power, cosmology, and

identity ceproduce thevaterscape.
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This conceptual synthesis therefore sets the stage for the rest of the chapter: African feminisms
interrogate the universalisation of gender; FPE foregrounds the everyday, embodied, and political
dimensions of water governance; and (epistemoédgcultural relativism legitimises localised
epistemologies, ontologies, and moral orders. These frameworks create the epistemic conditions
for reimagining water governance beyond the constraints of universalist development models,
allowing this thesiso interrogate the fragmented, negotiated, and cosmologically embedded nature

of the fAmany waterso of Bamboi with conceptua

2.2 Situating gender within the water governance discourse

It has been argued that decisoalating to watearecritical and require the engagement of the
numerous water stakeholdgnghich span dutypearers, service delivery systems and water users,
to satisfy the fundamentals of the 2015 Water Governance Facility (WGF) (Camkin and Neto,
2016. The2015WGF embodies four basic premises for water decisiaking which are made

up of the social, economipglitical, and environmental dimensions of water access and control.
Similarly, the2015WWAP indicated that water flows through three palaaconomicsocial,and
political conduits (Connor, 2015). The social and political dimensions of these frameworks for
water decisiormaking require that numerous water stakeholders are engaged in water decision
making (Camkin and Neto, 2016). Situatedhivi this framing, there have been various arguments
that there should be deliberate involvement of females in water denisiking (Fauconier et

al., 2018; Harris, 20Q9as the current scholarship on gender and water governance significantly
agree thathey are minimally engaged regardless of their roles in water retrieval and collection for
various uses in different settings (Hillesland and Doss, 2@f)instance,n many countries
including Ghana, women bear the primary responsibility for secuvatgr for domestic use, a

role that places them at the centre of everyday water practices and household water security
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(DapaalandHarris, 2017; CrovandSultana, 2002). Because women undertakst of thevater

fetching labour, policy frameworks and dem@inent discours@articularly those inspired DG

6 (and IWRM) frequently advocate for their inclusion in water governance spabese spaces

are usually formally constituted such as Water Committeéasinist scholars, however, caution

that suchadwcacy often reinforces the gendered diwv
unpaid domestic work, rather than transforming the structural inequalities that paodusigstain

the gender roles on wat€ultana, 2011; Truelove, 2011).

Atthe sametimes r i t i cal water governance scholars arg
solely in their domestic water responsibilities risks reducing participation to a matter of
representatiojusticerather than substantive influen&ich representational appcbdlattens the

relationality that underpins gender and bstige lapses o¥WID and Women and Development

(WAD)t hat t heoretically and practi calgéngeedcentr e
relations back into practie (seeRathgeber, 2003Yhisis because sugberspective suggests that

the mere presence of women on water committ ece
gender equity without shifting decisianaking power or addressing the degusitical and power

dynamics that shape acsesuthority, and voicéAhlers andZwarteveern2009; Harris, 2009.

Within such arrangements, women may be physically present in governance strimaindg
committeesy et remain excluded from agendibustatemg t i ng,
what Cornwall (2008) describes aw/ited spaceshat do not necessarily enable meaningful
participation.Cleaver and Hamada (2010) doubt the workability of such ctiewsiin taking

substantivevater decisions all together.

Furthermore,FPE scholarshigmphasise that gendered inequalities in water governance are
embedded not only in material tasks but also in cultural norms, intersecting identities, and power
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relatiors that mediate whose knowledge counts, who speaks, and who is $eladg, 2021;
El mhirst, 2011) . Thus, participation premised
the broader intersectional constrajnssich as age, marital status, lineagey;, soci o spir

authority that limit their agency, anplarticularly important irmost settings.

Theforegoingc r i ti ques il l uminate why calls for wome
beyond numeric representation. Meaningful participationireguecognising women not merely

as domestic water providers but as actors whose knowledge, lived experiences, and intersectional
identities shape water governance practices in complex and diverseTlaysature of gender
mainstreaming in preseday wder governance shaped by the targets of the SDGs (and IWRM)
problematically shifts attention from the deepoted politics and simplicity related to the

uniqueness and diversity of females that makevepyeay lives in local settgs.
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Table 1. GlobatGhana policy frameworks and positions on gender and IWRM

Source / Institution Position on gender and IWRM Implementation challenges identified Authors

Persistent implementation gaps despite po
Gender mainstreaming is essential
commitments.
achieving SDG6.5 on IWRM, linked
Global Water Weak integration of gender indicators in natio
closely with SDG5. UNEP monitors GWP (2021).
Partnership (GWP) IWRM systems.
SDG6.5.1; global progress shov
Limited capacity in many countries to colle
improvements but persistent gaps.
sex disaggregated dat

Calls for gender integration across wa
Under representation

UN Women, UNEP governance, highlight
deci sion making.

and Global Water under representat UN Women et al.
Weak data systems for monitoring progre

Partnership: Joint sex di saggregated (2025).

Institutional resistance to shifting entrencl
Policy Brief (2025) data, and identifies seven pathways
governage norms.
strengthening implementation.
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UNEP-DHI , Ca

UNDP, Gender and

Capacity buildingnot evenly distributed acros
Provides global training aligned wit regions.

AWy gender ma t. The Translation of training into actual policy adoptt UNE P DHI

Water Alliance:
training focuses on moving fror remains limited. (2025).
Training Course
it hdaoprryacti ceo. Gaps between technical training a
(2024 25)
on the ground realit.i
Countries adopt tools unevenl
Provides technical guidance, tepland
Limited nati onal l ev
UN Water / communities of practice fo
Abest o U NWater (2024).

Action Hub

i mpl ementing gend

Persistent gap between global frameworks
at the global level.

local realities.

UNEP: SDG6.5.1
Global IWRM

Monitoring Reports

Slow progress on achieving target 6.5
Tracks global implementation of IWR!
National reporting systems vary widely in gtal
(indicator 6.5.1) and informs nation UNEP (2024).
Gender components still weakly embedded
gender mainstreaming efforts.
most IWRM monitoring frameworks.
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Ministry of Gender,

Provi des Ghanadés Policy to practice C
Children and Social

framework for gender nmastreaming Local institutions lack resources to impleme
Protection

across all sectors, including wate¢ guidelines. UN in Ghana (2026)
(MoGCSP): National

emphasises justice, equity, data syste Weak coordination between national policy
Gender Policy 2025

and participation. di strict | evel water
2034 (Ghana)

Outdated elements relative to current SDG
Establishes dundational commitment
IWRM needs.
MoGCSP: National for gender mainstreaming used
Persistent institutional bottlenecks MoGCSP (2015).
Gender Policy (2015) ministries and agencies including wa
mainstreaming gender across  ministri

institutions.
Weakenforcement mechanisms.
Aligns with MoGCSP policy; stressel nt er mi ni steri al o
Ministry of Health:
cross sector al Healthi water linkages insufficiently articulate
National Health Sector MoH (2024).
constitutional obligations, and gend in practice.

Gender Policy (2024)
responsiveness in service delivery.  Limited gender budgeting at operational level.
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Gender provisions here are often symbolic rai
than operational, such performative governa

Sector policies guide water governan has limited effects on genderainstreaming ani
Ministry of Finance
MWHWR: Water gender integration remains uneve brings WID simplicities back to wate
(2025); MWHWR
sector and related CGIAR analyses show how ministric governance.

(2025); Lasiter and
analyses interpret gender obligations withi Fragmented institutional responsibilities acr
Stawicki (2014).
IWRM frameworks. water agenes.

Limited budget allocations for gend

mainstreaming.

Source Aut hordés construct.
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As synthesised in Table, Wwhilst global agencies articulate strong commitments to gender in
IWRM, the adaptation gapemainpervasive due to the unalignment with the unique socio
cultural contexts that shape the woiRElatedly,Evaristoet al. (2023) andBiswas (2008) raise
guestions about the workability of the IWRM due to the complex and utriggiéons of various
geographies of the worlthatchallenge a uniform traction of solutidBenson et al. (ZI) argue

that the topdown and technocratic approach of the IWRM often riddle its practical application in
developing countries due to diveysiin cultural, economic and political contexts. Such
technocratic and engineering fixtures are towards managing natural causes of water scarcity such
as climate change, drought and flooding with limited interest in normalised political, cultural, and
econanic processes that create uneven access to water (Truelove, 36&®)n 2.4 develops
these critiques further by examining how tech

plural water governance institutions.

Evolving evidence on intersectiorsitaped research (séfejika Speranza and Bikketi, 2017)

also criticises thetereotyjng of the present nature of gender mainstreaming in water governance
research and practice as it treats females (espewvallyer) as a homogenous group. This
assumptiong false, even among equally racialised females such as Black women. This difference
presents complex and multiple positionalities that challenge the very justification of
representational justice and equity on which gender mainstreaming is situated. éiondolst

the intersex representation between males and females in deaoisikimg in general (and that

of water) may indicate a deficit of female representation, it is neither the case that all males
possess similar representational capacity to engageter decisions. Thus, regardless of the
widerfemale to malerepresentation deficiie decisionmaking being wider, some females may

possess the masculine ability to engage in decisiaking in a wayhata group of mlesmay
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not possess. These dynamirest on the deapoted intersectional interplay thahbds societies
in which people are unequally positioned along economic, social, and culturalniatgsst
genderandsexual linesltejika Speranza and Bikketi, 2017). Afribas predominantly sgured
in this conversatioriseeNaiga et al., 2024Qlagunju et al., 2019dams et al., 2018; Sanusi,
2018; Ifejika Speranza and Bikketi, 201Dikito-Wachtmeister, 2000 The subsequent text

unbundles the various angles of water governance.

Water govemance involves the whole continuum of influences and decisions on water
managementPahtWostl, 2019;World Water Assessment Programn2€06).This continuum
captures global, national, suational and local level institutions and structures geared toward
ensuring that water is sustained for agricultural, domestic and industrial purfiosegthin the
continuum of influence that gender mainstreammdocated Whilst other aspects of water
governance do not end with gender, it is predominantly eaisaetl to depicthatthe absence of

i b al agemrderdepresentation in water governance ieswtater problems. This reasoning
carries the potential to blur the strong and ongoing political decisions by governments that have
a gripon water issues. Ireality, gender mainstreaming and balanced access to wateotare
mutually inclusive nor directly proportioal to each other. This is because having a focus on
gender representation in committees will ordinarily not fix the financial, technical, teaekinocr

and managerial lapses that create and sustain water problems.

According to Nang et al. (2011), the processes of water governance should involve the systematic
participation of a wide spectrum of public, private and commtbased stakeholders in the
planning, operation and management of water resources and sources. Adj&lpar@es that

water governance at the local and lower levels is the coordination of acioesyork of

stakeholdersyarious sectors of societgnd power relations for delopment, thereby shifting
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focus from centrally administered and serviceented management of water to a tisa@sed and
resourcecentred management system. Whereas the above descriptions of water governance bring
stakehol der sd p ainve, Gendepand \IVaien Alliane@WA (2008 indiqate c t

that fAgoodo water governance drives on the pr
sociceconomic and environmental sensitivity to arrive at sustainable use and equitable sharing

of water resurces to meet the needs and interests of diverse groups of men and women.

Over the year s, gender sensitivity criteria i
presence or absence of women in decision maki.|
mechanisms such as local water committees (Cleaver and Hamadp, Tiig¢0approach, as
discussedin Sectich. 5. 1, i nadvertently recycles WD | og
representation and assuming that adding women into existing structures will correct inequities.

From a GAD perspective, however, such framisgundamentally limited because it treats

gender as an individual attribute rather than a relational system of power embedded in institutions,
norms and political priorities. Consequently,
the deeper strigral and institutional dynamicfolipaka et al., 2026)including political

prioritisation, resource allocation practices and bureaucratic inefficiencies that shape water access

and governance outcomes. In doing so, it whitewashes the multidimensionatsbthat
constrain both womendés and mends paadeduitaltle pat i o1
water governanc@volve more than meeting representational targets; it requires transforming the
institutional processes through which decisiomsmaade, authority is exercised, and interests are

negotiated.

Water and its governance prominently feature in dominant development and water frameworks

such as the SDGs and | WRM ( Tr u dvelihoods, soc®0 1 9) d
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economic and ovall wellbeing of the human population (Qadir et al., 2022). However, Mdee et

al . (2024) and Loftus (2015) have argued t hat
frameworks such as the SDGs in forecasting water accessibility to people forsifsuse

frameworks often underestimate power and politics in how water is accessed and controlled by
different social groups within a geographical area. This is because such frameworks often assume
water scarcity as the product of natural factors suchr@sgtt, climate change, groundwater

depletion and declining water tables (Truelove, 2019).

However, the play of power in water governance carries the potential to define water distribution

and access which can cause Osewateraavailabilaylbéeyomdat er
natural factors (Loftus, 2015). For instance, Ahlers (2010) draws attention to how control of water
decisionma ki ng can result in Aresource captureo art
Resource capture is a poldiccontrol of resources shaped by the influence of power to create

uneven access and benefits. Whilst there is significant consensus that uneven access to water has
gendered implications and significantly impademales in places where water access for
individuals and household uses regsseme form of transportation, it has different impacts on

different people beyond gender and sexual categéiesnstance, imiddle-class homes ith

domestic workers (whether males or females), bear the implicatibrngater availability.

However, those domestic workers may not have the leverage and opportunity to engage in water

decisions, assuming participation is meant to achieve justice.

Ongoing research, for examphbubakari (2025), Kwoyiga (2024) Hannah et @021) and
Asaba (2015)portray that females (women and girls) are still at the fore of domestic water
availability. As well, it is often assumed that women in Africa, especially those in rural parts are

mostly responsible for growing, storing, procegsiand preparing food, handling livestock,
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gathering food, fodder, and fuel wood, managing the domestic water supply, and providing most
of the labour for posharvest activities (Mbow et al. 2019). The fm@stresponsibilities of most

rural women in Afrca, and even urban and parban aregadave stronger connections with the
availability of water ad the decisions regarding use, access to, and control of water. As such, it
is argued that the preseraed participatiorof women who aremost affected byvater decisions

are importantn water governancbecausehey possessmportantinformation, knowledge and

skills regarding the availability, quality, reliability, and purity of water sources across the contexts
of household and communal levels (Faucenmt al., 2018; Greeand Baden, 1994; Leach,

1992), to enhance livelihood options that are connected to water.

Furthermore, womendés participation in water g
range of actors for a variety of reasohkey include the following;making women subjects of

water governance (Glazebrook and Opoku, 2020)
(Fauconnier et al., 2018; Boateng et al ., 201:
et al., 2A7), improved water anagemeniChachaget al.,1990), accelerate efforts @chieving

the SDGs (UN,20)5 and increasing womends voice in go
Regardless, women continue to be excluded from water governance mechanisms across the world
(Hussan, 2007).The foregone arguments make gendering of participation in water discourse
important, as females (women and girls) presently assume the domestic responsibilities of water
availability. Although tre call againsexclusionis justified by the pringles of equity in decisioen

making, itcloses the realities of thmany causes of water problems suclp@lgical operations

of a local settindpy over dwellingon gender balancas the solution to water problems

Whilst Benson et al. (ZD) argue thatthe oncept of o&éparticipationd i

misused in the management of water, the nature of participation in water governance, especially
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that of gender mainstreaming mainly dwells on representational participation. Meanwhile, gender
mainsteaming is one of the very essentialised and misplaced concepts in water dwuaisiog.

Relatedly, Cleaver and Toner (2006) have argued that representational participation does not
necessarily meet the needs of the poor and marginalised. This is bduaumaphasis on
representation mainly focuses on women and their presence in formal governance spaces such as
water committees (Cleaver and Hamada, 2010). This becomes a priority by national and local
implementation bodies due to meeting percentages fer rext a | funding and <cre

governance practices at certain times and in some contexts (Opare, 2005).

In essence, an evolving set of studies has established that such committees do not resolve the
deeprooted politics that are associated withdseemblage of decisions on water availability and
access. Consequently, remhe politics and power that influence participation and decisions on
water are taken for granted (Adams et al., 2018). Meanwhile, Blomquist and Schlager (2005)
indicate that asa®n as choices are present, the role of politics is present. Hence, the politics of
representation and the dynamics of power surrounding representation require deeper interrogation
towards being shaped along the multiple complexities that relate to veaisiods in practice

and research. This is because power and politics are everywhere and sometimes manifested
through less visible nornthatmay not be seen in explicit laws, rules, hierarchies (Zwarteveen

and Boelens, 2017), and structures. Hence,important to acknowledge tHaores of politics

and power in water decisions in terms of representation, ideas and benefits, else water governance
risks excluding the very people affected by water decisiotise needy and marginalised,

including some womeand some groups of men.

Framing water decisions along the complexity of the politics of representation recuegtsly

engaginghe intersectional perspectives that shape discussions on actors' unique positions. This
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is because whout recognition otontextual and socioultural intersections, one may assume

that the dominance of men in water decismaking spaces indicate that every man can assume
decision spaces to influence decision or that the proportional presence of women in decision
making mehanism is enough to enhance water decisions and shape water decisions to increase
the efforts to solving water issues. However, Adam et al. (2018), Sultana (2011) and Mdee (2008)
foundthatin Malawi, India and Tanzanigespectivelypreconditions and tersectionsncluding

age, ethnicity, economic status, caste, religggmderandsex can interplay with social networks,

and sociecultural practices to create and reinforce spaces of marginalization, tokenism and

exclusion in decision making.

The contetion is that the agenda setting and interests on gender and water governance have
centred on the representation of women in watecisioamaking i often a reflection of
Omainstreamd water gover naRarelydoes ittapturd the/pbticso p me n't
of 6who gets representedd and édhow the voice
use, access to, and control of water and whether such presence discount the multiple and complex
water problemswhich include finance, political priorgation and natural causes. For instance,
authorsincluding Clement (2012) argue that theresheeen extensiveesearchon women and

water with the central focus on elements such as the gender division of tasks and labour, right to
access water and the t@onrma ki ng processes with regards to
management organisations, committees and institufmnsal and informal. On the contrary,
Harcourt (2019), Truelove (2019), and Fauconnier et al. (2018) have argued that even though
reseaer ch and practice on gender have focused on
strategies, they have been insufficient about the politics associated with representation and the

nature of the participation in the governance of water, especiatlg@scerns gender.
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Politics and power play are often ignoredtire representation of women and marginalised
persons in decisions regarding water distribution, access and control in instances where local level
authority candefine suchConsequentlyOsunanu et al. (2014) and Zwarteveen and Boelens
(2017) suggest that policy on water governance should focus on deeply entrenched political,
cultural, and economic processes that underlie and determine unequal access to water for different
people. For instancalthough Zwarteveen and Boelens (2017) argue that participation of water
users relates to representational justice (poliiivablvementin control and decisiemaking
regarding sharing in water decisions at local management levels and at broadesfsgates
governance such as national and-sabonal levels), Truelove (2019) and Mehta (2014) indicate
that it is appropriate that pattermscludingsex, class, ethnicity and several differentiations and
inequalities are questioned in the participati spectrum of water governance. Furthermore,
Mdee (2008) uses an ethnographic study in Uchira, Tanzania to highlight how age, gender and
wealth interplay with social networks, kinship and cultural norms to define individual agency and
motivations to partipate in collective actions, including water decisions in Uchira. These
dynamics throw light on the politics and power that these patterns create to influence water

decisions and the benefits that accrue thereof.

Basedon the foregae arguments, gender amstreaming in water governance requires much
more contextual interrogation, shaped by decoloniality and criticality, than the current
representatiowriven nature of it. This shaping requires engaging FPE argunwenisater
governancgwhichis very criical in efforts towards decolonising the gender mainstreaming and
social participation in management decisioaking processes and the outcomes. This is because
analysing the current dynamics of social participation, especially as it relates to gentter and

emphasis on women in water governance often relies on Western assumptions af gdncler
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rarely go beyond just the representation of women to capture intersectionalnsusiagage,
economic and educational status, religion, ethnicity, cudaceclass that often affect both the
presence and the voice of particular women in decisiaking processes regarding resource
governance.

Consequently, frameworks shaped by such assumptions have been widely cifibicithesr
skewness and over dweljron females. Hence, this study resonates with the few but evolving
studiesincludingHillesland and Doss (2024), Sultana (2021), Harcourt (2019), Truelove (2019)
and Fauconnier et al. (201&)at explore gendemndwater governance by engaging the comple
and intersecting dynamics of water stakeholders, their intetestpolitics of use, access and
control overthe appropriation of water resources and benefiisd how prevailing access

mechanisms on water include or exclude particular groups.

2.3Framing waterscapeand institutional bricolage in the water governance(of Ghana)

There is consensus in scholarship that the numerous bewefiteed fronrmatural resourcesuch
as water cannot be overemphasised (Bonye et al.,320Zhese benefits havehged the
interaction between water resources and huaeions This relationship has influenced the
ecological makeaip of waterresources, especially surface wdtedies as the flow is shaped
by spaceand time Hollermann and Evers, 202&arpouzoglouand Vij, 2017) Within this
relationship is the concept of pow@&wyngedouw, 2000)WVhilst power is fundamentally fluid
(Foucault 1983),legislative instrumentsan shape the ways in which povigaccumulated to
influence human interactions with wateesources and themppropriaton. The interactions
between water and human actions shapeggolsyerconnote waterscape.

Waterscape scholarship is rooted in political ecology, which foregrahatisater is never just a

physical resource, but a socio political enti
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Political ecology argues that access to and control over resources such as water are structured by
soci o pol it i wenklarramgénsgents, andchsstorical tnagdtories of power, rather than

by hydrological characteristics alo(®wyngedouw, 1997 Early political ecology scholars such

as Blaikie and Brookfield (1987emonstrated how environmental problems emerge through
structural inequalities rooted in colonial histories, state power, and capitalist development agendas.
Robbins (209) and Escobar (1999ater reinforced the idea that natural resources are always
socio politically pr oduc brdader regimes &f govezndnce aach d s i
knowledge. Building on this foundation, waterscape thinking extends political ecology by
conceptualising water as part of a wider hydr.
everyday practices, meaningsdangover nance arrangememansandc o pr c
Budds, 2014Swyngedouw, 2009).

The concept of waterscape has been used and defined diffe@mbnnotethe relationship

between society and water resources. For instance, Linton and Budd}y §261Budds (2009)

have used t-9ecit &l mc yitly e o ohighlightire pater as simwdtanepusky c a p e
material and social, continually shaped by authority, struggle, and inequhlist loris (2017)

and Boelens et al. (2016ave rathersi e d fshodairaal terr it or i However,t o de [
Flaminio et al. (2022) haveguedthatthe context and the scale of use of these tegntise various
authorsembody some differences than mere interchanging of tafaterscape embodies the
interactions between water and socigtyl sometimes shape cultural identitiesdBns, 2014)

Boelens (2014)further illustrates how water rights, cultural norms, and local governance
institutions, particularly in marginalised areas serve as sites dfi@ggoand contestations, where

formal and customary systems intersect.
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The literature on waterscape frames water as a site of power; where power defines the flow of
water. This powerboundinteraction is shaped by the ways in which water travels in &nte
space as it is shaped by culture and geographgppuzoglou and Vij, 2017Waterscapes are not
socially and ecologically neutrab{vyngedaw et al., 2002)Situated within waterscape are the
unequal power relations that sometimes produce unequaesmtred outcomes (Karpouzoglou
and Vij, 2017).lt is within the unequal power situated waterscapes that FPE scholars frame
gendered outcomes in water governance. For instdmgelove (2011) draws on FPE to argue
that these social relations of powssmetimes produce gendered outcornié® next paragraph
discusses the waterscape of Ghana.

The waterscape of Ghana not neutral.lt is an assemblage fynami ¢ soci o eco
characteristicshapedyy spatialised manifestatisiof political ecology, reealing how patterns

of exclusion, authority, contestation, and inequality are sedimented in everyday water practices
(Amankwaa et al., 202&dams et al., 200)9Thesepatterns are embeddedgalitical decisions,
economic interests, cultural worldvieves)d uneven power relatioriBhe Ghanaian waterscape
manifess through adual governance systemmodern/neoliberal and customary/localised
paradigms.This is similar tomany developing countriefMerrey and Cook, 2032 These
paradigms are embedded in tmedwler discourse of worldviews that undettiem For instance,

the modern/liberal paradigms akaped as formal governance strategies. Thedeoated by

the state management strategyich is rootedin contemporary water governance frameworks
underpnned inthe SDGs and IWRM. Among many other features, neoliberal frameworks
position water as an economic good withmal state management and appropriation authority.
This position shapes the way in which water policies from the neoliberal paradigraraesl.

This formal expectations of water governaaoechallenged by the empirical material presented
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in this thesis, especially as it relates to customary/localised paradigms of water governance.
Chapters Five, Six and Seven reveal the different wagsetbrmalities in water governance is
challenged by local cultures and worldviews.

The customary/localised paradigm is shaped byléeprooted cultural and worldviews of local
people which areembedded intheir physical and nephysical connections Wi water. In this
paradigm, water ifamedas a social and cultural entity than an economic good. The position of
bricolage in these two paradigms is the assemblage of principles from both payaéigihsral

and customary, that interaattvarious levés in the everyday institutional governance of water at

the broader national or local levelgistitutional bricolagefis a processby which people
consciouslyand unconsciouslydraw on existing social and cultural arrangementso shape
institutionsin reponseto changingsituations..theresultinginstitutionsareamix of ‘'modernand
'traditional’,'formal' and'informal® (Cleaver, 2001, p.27C | eaver 6s (2001) wuse
and i unc o ndepici ahats Ibricdlage can be deliberate (mechanicak
undeliberate/accidental (organiddricolage focuses on the amendable outcomes produced
through the negotiating interactions between institutions that shape the different paradigms of
water resource governanddajder and Cleaver, 202@jeaver, 2002)

The water governance systems of Ghana already manifest some form of bricolage (Merrey and
Cook, 2012, wherecustomary and modern systems of water governaxiseincomplementary

than in contradictiorfAmpomah and Opokénkomah, 2008) However, the Gasrnment of
Ghana through the District Assembtiefines what is acceptable and unacceptabléhén
interactions between the customary and modern systeweter governanc@pokuAgyemang,

2005. In Chapter Six, | unpack how the customary and modern sgsbémwater governance

interact within the waterscape of Ghamable2 shows the various sources, their nature of access
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and control, and scale of interest andtprdiin Ghanalt provides anoverview of the waterscape

of Ghana.
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Table 2: Sources of water, the nature and scale of access and control politics in Ghana

Source of water Nature of access and control Scale of interest and politics Reference

Groundwater Domestic access and use Domestic Schwartz and Zhan@024).
Borehole Communal entitlement Communal/bcal level Amuah et al(2022).
Wells Agricultural use National Gumma and Pavelic (2013).
Etcetera Industrial use (small, medium and Yidana (2010).

Surface water
Sea
Rivers
Streams
Ponds
Etcetera

Source:Aut hor 0 s.

largescales)
National supply (GWCL, CWSA, etc)

Domestic access and use Domestic

Communal access and cultural Communal/local level
entitlements National

Agricultural Regional

Use International

Industrial use (small, medium and
large scales)

National electricity griding

National supply (GWCL, CWSA, eic
National and regional transportation
International use and controls regime

construct
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2.4 IWRM governance in Ghana and Bamboi

This section focuses on the governance of IWRM in Ghana, and how it relates to formal and
informal stuctures in Ghana. The IWRM rests on three core principles; efficiency, equity, and
sustainability of water resources (Yeleliere et al., 2018). In Ghana, these principles are formally
operationalised through a range of Gefauctures, notably the Ministrgf Lands and Natural
Resources and the decentralised local government system comprising District, Municipal, and

Metropolitan Assemblies. WHst the Ministry operates under central government and is

headquartered in Accra, the District Assembly (DA) fopmsr t o f  Gtreradacaniraised hr e e

governance architecture (Mohammed et al., 2025). The DA functions iteratively: it implements
central government policies and plans at the local level, while simultaneously conveying local

development priorities upwa through the NDPC (NDPC, 2021).

The NDPC serves as the strategic coordinating body integrating global commitments, including
the SDGs and IWRM into national development strategies (NDPC, d@2@tohOffin, 2019;
Monney and AntwiAgyei, 2018. Consequely, sectoral plans produced by Ministries, and later
implemented through local government structures, often reflect SDG targets, including those
related to water governance (NDPC, 2020). Within this framework, the Bole District Assembly,
the local governmd authority responsible for Bamboi, becomes the primary implementing
institution for the SDGs and IWRMElated interventions in the village (Bole District Assembly,

2022).

Throughout this thesis, | have demonstrated that the governance of water infGbbes a wide
constellation of institutions operating at multiple scales (Frimpong et al., 2021; Dapaah and Hatrris,

2017). Figure 27 provides a succinct illustration of the institutional arrangements underpinning

54



water policy implementation in Ghanalthough the IWRM provides a formal conduit for
governance of water at a madevel (central governance and strategic spaces such as the NDPC),

it dwindles at informal and micrlevels where local people interact with physical water resources.

Thus thepers st ent gap in Ghanadés | WRM i mpl ementat:i
institutional arrangements to meaningfully incorporate informal water governance systems, many

of which are I ong established, aueéembedded famnous,
predating the modern state (Kosoe et al., 2025; Cleaver and Whaley, 2018). This gap, widely
observed across the country, contributes to ongoing challenges in the workability and contextual
relevance of IWRMAgyenim and Gupta, 20)2It alsogenerates confusion and tension around

the autonomy and authority of | ongspaeesuahng wat
as Bamboi. The resulting disjuncture underscores the incompégtee o f Ghanads wa
governance landscape, whicmcbi nues to privilege formal state

while insufficiently recognising locally driven, water governance institutions.

Beyond the integrative challenges that underline the IWRM in Ghana, the efficiency component
of the framewdk drives access to waténom supplydriven nature to a markeentred system

with extractive neoliberal tendencies. These tendencies frame water as an economic good which
must be extracted for the fiscal benefits it could accruestwitlelining the may relational
attributes associated with water. These dynamics produce technocratic commodification, where
wateris framed as a measurable, priced, and administratively managed resource rather than a
relational or spiritual entity. Meanwhile, Bamboi contsuto rely on informal, relational, and

spiritual forms of stewardship to water resources.

Furthermore, the uniform pathway of governing water from IWRM framework has been
problematised in water scholarship due to its assumption of universality, coheearte
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institutional functionality in water governance structures in different countries. For example,
Evaristoet al. (2023) andBiswas (2008) hee doubted the workability of the IWRM due to the
complex and unique traditions of various geographies of thedwthat challenge a uniform

traction of solution. This is because societies are characterised by diverseuiocel water
relations and fragmented governance systems.
gendered, relational, and emotiona&hdnsions of how people engage with watelLangill,

2025 Joshietal.,, 2024) These insights challenge the fram
depersonalised resource whose valugiliemeasurable extraction and economic terms. Instead,

the thess demonstrates how gendered water identities, embodied practices, and local forms of
stewardship disrupt the ratioeabhnd technicalities underlying IWREBhdexposes the limitations

of the frameworkin capturing the relational, plad®sed, and evolvingature of water practices

in Bamboi, where governance is neither integrated but dispersed, negotiated, and shaped by

everyday interactions and safeguarding practices.

Ghands | WRM pracideeshe formal, state | ed archi
is coordinated centrally and operationalised through national and decentralised instifations (
example the NDPC, Ministries, Metropolitan, Municipal, anBistrict Assemblies MMD As,

CWSA), which translate SDG/IWRM targets into sectoral plans and local implementation
mandates. In practice, this formal architecture remains technocratic and commogitiyfitirag

water toward a measurable, pricedlg @afmfiindisd may
and sustainability), whgt st r uggl i ng ¢t o meani ngfully i ntegr
customary systems that organise water use and authority at village level. In Bamboi, these limits

are especially visible: despite national IWRM frameworks, everyday governance oosglimaly

on informal, relational and spiritual stewardship that residents view as legitimate, effective and
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obligatory. | conceptualise the resulting arrangement as institutional (water) brjeohesgmtiated
assembl age of f or mal drmat (austenary, gasrhological, everyday)e n )
practices that, together, shape the waterscape and determine who can decide, with what authority,

and to what effect.

2.5 Setting the decolonial premises
This section sst the premises and basis on which decoldmmsain research and its

problematisation of how coloniality still shapes policy and practice in contemporary times is
justified. The sectionbegins by unpackingthe conceptualfoundation, definitionand its
justificationof decolonisationThe study doethis by borrowingrom the thinking of Mignolo and

Walsh (2018). The duo argued that without modernity/coloniality, decolonisation would not exist
thus,decolonisation is justified because colonisation exists; something to decdMigrelo and

Walsh, D18) Garside (2021) suffices their argument by highlighting that decoloniality makes
coloniality visible, and by seeing coloniality, decolonial thinking emerges. Her argument prompts
that decoloniality is a critical critiquef the relics that colonisatiohas left behind, creating
unequal relations in knowledge scholarship, research work, literature reviews and global policies.
Ndlovu-Gatsheni (20232021) and Tobi (2020) have argued that this epistemic injustice requires

deeper interrogation. Mignolo an@d/a | s h (2018) describe this i

di sobedi enceo. Epi stemic di sobedi ence rel ate

production methodologies and embodiments from Western and Eurocentric standards that

invisibilise different forns of knowing (Delder et al., 2020), such as African epistemologies. It

is within the action of epi st emi c seel Ndloadub e di en

Gatsheni, 2018). Epistemic freedom holds the potential for concepts such as African fertonism

shape the discursive nature of gender discourses beyond Western frameworks. Here, African
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feminisms is viewed as a decolongte for the discursivengagement of coloniality in gender
(Lugones, 2010)This will shape the way gender has been unjdstimed and subsumed in the
purview of Western centrisnilThe next sectiomnpacksthe way African feminisms embody the

decolonial framing of gender, especially as it relates to women.

2.5.1 Recentring gender in development: GAD, African feminisms and intesectionality

Debates on gender in development have shifted from WID to WAD and, most consequentially,
GAD. GAD reconceptualises gender not as attributes possessed by women but as a relational
system of power produced through institutions, structures, syoamd everyday interactions

(Miller and Razavi, 1995; Kabeer, 1994; Rathgeber, 1990).sfiisf r om fAiwomenod t o
relationso marks a critical departure from WII
markets, customary authorities, bureau®s, and social networks organise access, voice, and
responsibility. In this regard, GAD directs attention to the institutional and political processes that
produce and sustain unequal and gendered outcomes, rather than to the simple presence or absence

ofwomenindec si on maki ng ar enas Kapddi 1994&alyneaxpi®8)Raz avi ,

I n practice, however, GAD©OG s relational i nsi
mainstreaming that prioritises numeric targets and committee representation over traimsferma

in underlying power relations (Unterhalter, 2025; Jaquette, 2017). As a result, gender
mai nstreaming often reverts to WI D style part.
to gender equity, with limited interrogation of who sets agenda@scises authority, or controls

decision spaces (Jaquette, 2017; Cornwall, 2008; Walby, 2005). Thisitheatyce gap reduces
Agender o to a manageri al category and obscur

relations that structure participatiand voice (Cornwall, 2008; Walby, 2005).
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These concerns are particularly visible in water governance. A BA®revealshat gendered

outcome hinge less on sex categories than on proximity to authority, institutional embeddedness,

and intersecting forsof social positioning (White, 2000). In Bamboi, for instance, influence over

water decisions is shaped by lineage and kinship, ritual authority, seniority, and connections to
bureaucratic networks. These relational configurations (not female/male $jndatermine

whose knowledge carries weight in decisions about water access, use, and stewardship. This aligns
GAD with intersectional critiques of universalised gender mainstreaming and resonates with
African feminisms analyses that insist on situatelticnal understandings of power (Tamale,

2020). The remainder of the section therefore engages African feminisms and intersectionality as
key analytical resources for unpacking the de

governance.

African feminisms provide both a historical and theoretical platform for critiquing the
universalising tendencies of Western feminisms, especially their insufficient attention to
contextual di fference in theorisingn Wesatcerini
settings. Within this tradition, intersectionality functions as a critical lens that contests universalist
claims embedded in gl obal devel opment framew
(1989) seminal articulationAfrican feminist scholahip has localised intersectionality to make
visible structur al di scrimination beyond <cl as
2021; Tamale, 2020; Mama, 2019; Marais, 2019; Nkealah, 2016; Ahikire, 2014; Mikell, 1997;
Acholonu, 1995; Dolphys, 1991; Amadiume, 1987; Thiam, 1986; Steady, 1985). Authors
highlight, for example, the salience of age/seniority (Oyewumi, 1997), ethnicity (Mohammed,
2023; Mirza, 2014), and political economic pos

theat egories that shape gendered outcomes are

59



More broadly, intersectionality is now a widely used framework for analysing power relations
across social life (Collins, 2019; McCall, 2005). Located within decolonial crgigpfethe

Acol oni al matrix of power , 0 it treats the ir
constitutive of hierarchical social orders (Tlostanova et al.,, 2019). Intersectionality enables
anal yses of how micr o |pervoedu cseo cmaaclr op olseivteilo nisn el
institutions encode and reproduce those inequalities through categorisations of inclusion/exclusion
(Collins, 2019; 1998). Importantly, these social identitiegender, sex, class, race, marital and

parental statysand other embodied markérssignify heterogeneous positions of privilege and

precarity, historically and culturally constituted (McCall, 2005; Collins, 1998).

Late twentieth century scholarship usetgni nter :
femini st organising for understanding the mu

diaspora (Collins, 2019; Harnois, 2010). Véhdome critique the field for centring women of

colour as its HAprototypi c abrforits patential édocbeconmeraa | s u
routinised buzzword (Al'drin Salskov, 2020;
open endedness is precisely what has all owed

generative across contexts (Davis, 2008). Thukpagh initially focused on ratgender sex

(Crenshaw, 1989) , i ntersectionality now rout.
status and other categori es Hhisflerilslitisecslfoer n an
a Ghanaian ethnoga p h'y t hat decentres Awomen as gende

assemblages through which water governance includes and excludes differently positioned people.

African feminisms and intersectionality do two things for this thesis. First, they expese
reductive conceptualisation of fAgendero that
instead the heterogeneous and relational nature of social positioning that shapes everyday
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inclusion/ exclusion. Secondalanahticagchgred io Xfiicdne a n
intellectual traditions, thereby contributing to epistemic diversification in knowledge production

and to mdocusedcpmrtexadahes t o water ¢golamaten2@20;c e ( Be
Mama, 2019).The next section is critical engagement oflecolonial framings and African

feminisms toproblematisethe westernisatiomnd universalisatiof gendertheorisation and

practice.

2.5.2 Decolonising feminism(s)the paradigms of African feminisms

Decolonial scholarship hasdreasingly highlighted that knowledge systems shaped by colonial
relationships continue to structure how development, governance, and gender are conceptualised
in much of the Global South. Scholars argue that when Western epistemologies are uncritically
applied in contexts vastly different from those in which they were produced, they frequently
generate outcomes that are conceptually inadequate and practically ineffective (Ndofirepi and
Ndofirepi, 2020; Tobi, 2020; NdlovGatsheni, 2018). Such critiques vkafuelled wider
intellectual efforts to expose, unsettle, and reframe the Eurocentric foundations that underpin
knowledge production in Africd particularly in gender discourse, where Western theories,
categories and assumptions long dominated (Tam@gf)2As Ogundipé.eslie (1994) notes,
aspirations for Africabs economic, political

simultaneously decolonising the epistemic foundations that define those aspirations.

African perspectives and knowledgeoductioni rooted in context, subjectivity, spiritual
worldviews, and lived experienéeh ave hi storically been rendered
measured against Eurocentric norms (Balogun and Woldegiorgis, 2025; Oyewumi, 1997; Collins,

1990; Asante 198 3; 1980). The persistence of these
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for knowledge production to be anchored in decolonial principles capable of disrupting the
dominance of Western epistemic authority and undoing its universalist ambiiongver,

despite several decades of decolonial critique (Tamale, 2020; Steady, 2005), African
epistemologies remain underexplored across disciplines (Etuk and Ibuot, 2024; Dzisah and
KpessaWhyte, 2023; Boateng, 2016; Kisiang'ani, 2004). Binary categeriesc h as f#fr ur al /
Atraditional/ modernno, Acentre/ mar gi nso, and
complexities of African societies and reproduce reductive imaginaries of African womanhood
(Dengler and Seebacher, 2019; Boateng, 2016; hd®i&l). The obscuring of complexities by
Western cultures spans across the Global South (Narayanaswamy, 2014; Mohanty and Torres,
1991, Mohanty, 198X

As such, the need to dismantle Eurocentric universalisms cannot be underplayed (Dengler and
Seebacher2019) in an effort to decolonise knowledge production about worldviews and
perspectives of Africans in Africa, and global discoursé&sanwhile, decolonisation of
epistemologies frequently centres race as a primary analytic lens, drawing attention to how
whiteness shapes, limits, and legitimises dominant forms of knowledge production. This focus is
valuable for interrogating how knowleelgieographies are constructed, reproduced and sustained.
However, Ilts race centeredness constrains It
contexts such as Ghana (Bamboi), where race does not meaningfully organise social relations. The
contention$ that decolonisation, wiiltheoretically useful, can have redundant explanatory reach

in environments where racial heterogeneity is not a structuring force. It is precisely within this
limitation that intersectionality offers a more productive and ned@malytical framework.
Consequently, foregrounding how multiple axes of identity including gender, age, sex, spirituality,

status, and kinship intersect to shape lived experience in water makes intersectionality a relevant
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framing to widen the analytitacope of decolonial critique beyond race and knowledge coloniality

alone. This shift enables a more grounded analysis of societal interactions in Bamboi, where
everyday power dynamics emerge not t hrough r
relaional, and embodied practices. The subsequent discussion eagdgestifiesdecolonial and

African feminist epistemologies, including intersectionality to illusthete theymore accurately

capture the complexities gendey identity, and powerelationsin African context.

The need for epistemic reorientation is especially clear in gender discourse (Bedigen, 2022;
Narayanaswamy, 201éewis, 2005; Berger and White, 199%arly knowledge on African

women emerged from Western feminist paradigms thae weither grounded in African

histories nor attentive to African social realities (Kisiang'ani, 2004). This calls for the rewriting

of narratives about gender discourses in Africa (Adormakpofo and Boateng, 2007). Scholars

such as Wekker (2016), Collif$989), Lorde (1985), and hooks (1984, 1981) have long argued

that Western feminist frames lacked the conceptual capacity to account for the lived experiences

of those positioned at the Amargi nso. $teady
met hodol ogi cal rigidity, their Afrozend repre
to recognise African womendés heterogeneity.
development frameworksincluding the MDGs and SDGswhich contine to position African

women as a homogenous category in need of rescue (Bedigen et al., 2021; Boateng, 2016).

WhilstWestern feminist activisehavec ont r i but ed significantly to
political and economic rightsheir hegemonic mings havealso obscured the diverse realities

of African women. Historically, Western feminism emerged in Europe and North America in the

latter part of the 16 century as a response to gendered exclusions such as disenfranchisement

and labour inequalt(Bryson, 2003; Kabeer, 2003). However, its early formations were marked
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by clear raci al di vi des: white middle class w
while Black women were relegated to the margins (hooks, 1984; 1981, lzgarjan and Markov
2012). The testimonies of Harriet Jacobs and t
(Mama, 1995) demonstrate how race, sexuality, colonialism, and gender intersected in ways that
Western feminism failed tolasgpeewhedfAi n&bj bu
captured this erasure poignantly, revealing hc

into the prevailing feminist agenda (Truth, 1851; Walker, 1983).

Hence there was the need for black women, especially tho$eiMest, to rise and fight for their
freedoms as well as their political and economic liberdatian c omp |l exi ty t hat t he
struggle for equality could not assimilate. The complexity and intersectional natiieabf
womenos I s s u e thererwerg sdparatedactivisma that would disentangle issues
embodied in their unique identities from that of Westantric feminismConsequentlyAfrican
feminists did not emerge merely to fAaddo Afri
to challenge the epistemic conditions that rendered their experiences unintelligible. Feminists such

as Kisiang'ani (2004)HudsonrWeans (2003)and Ogundipd.eslie (1994) insist that African

women must be understood on their own teim®ot through categoriegroduced elsewhere.

African feminist writings gained momentum in the 1970s, centred on reclaiming African
womanhood from misrepresentation and developing cosfedific frameworks for analysing

gender (Mekgwe, 2008; Pala, 1977). This intellectual movemen e cogni sed t hat Af
lives are shaped not by a singular axis of oppression but by intersecting forces including race,
ethnicity, religion, nationality, class, and sexuality (Collins, 2019; Cruz, 2015; Nnaemeka, 2013).

The next paragrapimravés the arguments of African feminists and the various theories that have
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emanated from African feminissiwdiscourseTh e pl ural ity of theisterm,

justified.

African women areasdiverse as the African continent due to their differeatkgrounds in

histories, cultures, languages, kinship systems, economic circumstances, and lived experiences
(Oyewumi, 2003; Mikell, 1997). Hence, African feminisia as diverse as the African continent

itself, although there are shared values thatbmmnsed as organizing principles in discussions

about women in Africa (Nkealah, 2006; Kolawole, 2004; Nnaemeka})2@ds not surprising

that Nnolim (1999yemarls t hat O6Afri can Feminismé is a hou
the different contetxial theories emanating froin However, knowledge and reality construction

are complex and intersecting (Powell, 2006; Grant et al., 18@&)ardlessCollins (1990) and

Steady (1987) suggest that African women from all walks of life have enough etemeoinmon

to form a standpoint that I's di f geaderdNhilst f r o m
Collins (1990) and Steadyods (1987) suggestion:
t heoretical under pi nni ng Be statéd thatAtere iare also a foteomi n i s

unequal contextual elements such as economic, education, religion, and other factors that create

power to differentiate Africans within the African continent and the diaspora (Steady, 2005).

ConsequentlyNnaemek (1998 makes a strong argument that it is more accurate to argue in the
context ofthep | ur al i sm, OAfhanannf ammohe Mms,bolcgpturé Af r i c .
the fluidity and multiplicity of the different cultural imperatives, historical fes; localized
realities, strategies and approaches conditio
production inAfrica. Hence acknowledging this plurality is crucial not only to avoid essentialising

African feminist thought but also to ensure ttegt thesis draws dhin a manner that is grounded,
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situated, and contextually relevantuopacking the unique soctultural dynamicsoBa mb oi 0 s

watelscape

However, acentral clarification necessary for this thesis is the recognitionjubatsAfrican
feminismsare not a homogenous body of thoughie to thedifferent theoretical andanalytic
orientation that shape, iso are Western feminismsWhilst the origins and history of Western
feminisns connectthemto European cultureshey haveransceded different focus and phases

of activism through the WID, GID and GAD approacheatbigeber, 1990and eolvedthrough
different wavesand ideological strands, including liberal, radical, Marxist, poststructural, and
intersectional tradition§Shea, 202). Each evolution createsunique pathways andistinct
ontological assumptiorthatdehonogenise Western feminisni8ecognising this heterogenedy

this point is toprevent the construction of a binanywhich African feminisms are positioned as
coherat and authentic whstWestern feminisms are portrayed as monolithic and uniform. Instead,
this thesiscritiques thehegemonic ancekpistemic whitenesthat foregroundWestern feminist
scholarshipsuch as théistorical dominance of Eurocentric epistengis in global gender and
development discours&he use of epistemic whiteness here is drawn from Al8alskov (2020)

who connects the dominance of knowledge production to the hegemony of Westernism. In the
view of Kennedy (2007), the dominance of episic whiteness is sometimes silent but invisibly
definesthe ways and forms of knowledge productidheseframings allow African feminisms to
interrogatemainstream policy frameworka water governancsuch as IWRM and SDG, @ot
through a simplistic AfcanversusWestern dichotomy, but through a nuanced recognition of the

plural intellectual traditions that shape feminist thought globally

Within this plurality, several major African feminist paradigms have shaped gender discourse and
inform this thesis Hence, he rest of this section focuses on Africa feminisassa dtical
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foundation for framing this thesis. | do so by engaging African feminisms in two wesyfrdt

is interrogatimg the theoretical underpinnings of African feminisms as a critifjdeminantand
universalisiWesternknowledge prductionon feminismand how that permeates the practice of
gender Here, | engage African femsms as an ontological framing of decoloniality, and a
critique of the dominant knowledge production rooted ies®@rn perspectives. The second
engagement is unpacking the theories that have been developed by some African feminists to

situate the analysis of naivestern worldview on gender and water governance in Ghana.

In therest of thisthesid, use fAMAIfmii<cmyno fienstead of AAfri can
discursive diversity that shapes the concéfitican feminist scholarship argues for stronger

efforts toward writing about Africa (Odinye, 2022; Boateng, 2016) and for the decolonisation of
universalied Western feminist theory and praxis (Steady, 2005). African femifisiegeloped

by African women, people of African descent, and African scholars in both continental and
diasporiccontexts seek to centre African s peren These hi st c
perspectives, led by scholars and literary writers, critically interrogate mainstream feminism,
external development agendas, and imperialism, emphasising how African identities are shaped

by global relations of subordination (Lewis, 2002).

African feminisms therefore foreground concerns such as racism, political participation, economic
development, sexual discrimination, and localised intersections (ethnicity, age, religion, kinship),

all of which produce varying forms of exclusion and inauasior African women in Africa and

the diaspora. They argue that Western feminism inadequately captures the complexity of African
womends contexts, mai nly because Western f emi
women, whereas African feminisme dot necessarily treat gender discrimination as the primary

or sole form of oppression. In many African societies, gender was not historically the dominant
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axis of inequality prior to encounters with Western colonialism (Oyewumi, 198¥iran
feministsalso widen their critique to include insidious neoliberal capitalist policies that impose
conditionalities and reinforce economic exploitation across the continent (Bayu, 2019).
Consequently, African feminist discourses emphasise broader struggles tyr pptice, and
dignity for all Africansi male and femalé who collectively experience the burdens of

neo coloni al and gl-Ghéew|2028)x pl oi t ati on (Ezenwa

Steady (1987) argues that African feminisms
individualism, competition, and oppositional politics, instead endorsing -femiale
complementarity to sustain a balanced social ecosystgrarticularly given that historical

processes and racism have harmed all Africans, though Black men never ergqyedI|tdyes of

white men. Likewise, Walker (1979) highlights that mainstream feminist rebellion emerged from
white womends resistance to white male dominat
acknowledging how racism intersects with femassnéo create double oppression for non

Western womerk-urther, Steady (2005) emphasises that power in African societies is fluid rather

than strictly determined by sexual categorieseaning not all men are powerful, nor all women
powerless. Western fenmins mé6 s tendency t o reduce Africi
mal e power ful/female powerless binary therefo
Bayu (2019) and Oyewumi (2003) note, Western feminist portrayals frequently depict African
women as passiveatims of culture or development agendas, an assumption incompatible with

African femininity.

African scholars such as McShane (2021) and Kisiang'ani (2004) further argue that African
consciousness of both men and womeincannot be confined to binary cgteies of male and
f emal e. Thi s r es on ahdeVest and ZimmeBnart (L98a)gansent ¢hat0 0 4 )
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gender is a fluid performative continuum, not biologically predetermined. Supporting this,
Oyewumi (1997) introduces the concepts of anatomicalfzala and anatomical/affamale to

show that in Yoruba society, relational hierarchies were historically defined by seniority (age), not

by biological sex; the body was not the primary site of discrimination as it was in the West.
Relatedly, Akurugu (2021)rpvides evidence from the Dagaaba of northwestern Ghana that age

and statu$ rather than sek structure gendered authority, while Apusigah (2005) shows similar
dynamics among the Gurusi of noghstern Ghana through the performativityyof 6 w.i e 6 n e
Athough Oyewumi 6s (1997) t he¥usd (2003) $or nhiremesmg c r i t |
precolonial gendered disparities, Steady (2005) reinforces that analysing power in Africa solely
through sexual categories is insufficient; multiple intersectiomgluding race, class, ethnicity,

age, and nationality shape social relations.

Considering these limitations and misconceptions within Western fengrigagu (2019) argues

that Western feminist thought must broaden its analytical scope to include clas&lismpeand
exploitation, and must collaborate with diverse feminist traditions to meaningfully address global
gendered oppression. This study therefore foregrounds the contextual intersections that shape
power and social relations in resource governaystéems in African societies. Engaging with

these concepts is necessary despite their complexity, particularly to resist epistemic habits that
essentialise and overuse certain theoretical vocabularissu c h  a's Ainiérsect.

contemporary femintsscholarship (AldrirSalskov, 2020).

African feminisms encompass a diverse set of theoretical models that diverge ideologically from
Western ficombativeo feminist traditions (Nna
multiple, intersecting oppressioafecting African women (Tamale, 2020). These models include
womanism (HudsoiWeems, 1993; Ogunyemi, 1985; Walker, 1979), Motherism (Acholonu,
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1995), Stiwanism (Ogundipleeslie, 1994), Negdeminism (Nnaemeka, 2004), and Sreehse
feminism (AdimoraEzegbo, 2012). Each framework offers unique tools for understanding

African womenlived realities and the socjaolitical challenges they encounter.

First, womanism, in its diverse articulations, has been shaped by several scholars, including

Cl enor a ¢emsd($963) Chtwenye Okonjo Ogunyemi (1985) and Alice Walker (1979).

Al t hough these authors are often collectively
(1993) explicitly distinguishes her theorisation from earlier womanist formations omaieds

that many of those articulations were not sufficiently attentive to the heterogeneity of African
people and were often more closely aligned with specificgrogpa r t i cul arly Afri c:

womeni rather than the broader global African community

Walker (1979), writing as an African American feminist, first articulated the term womanist in her

work Coming Apart, where she unpacked the tangled layers of identity, sexuality and racial
oppression shaping the lives of Black women in the United SaaigsEurope. Walker (1983)
subsequently employed the metaphor of a girl d
symbolise the turbulent, hopeful and often painful journey of Black women navigating a world
structured by racialised and gendered vioke Her framing situates womanism agathway

through which women of African descent take deliberate ownership of their liberation, confronting
oppressions that mainstream feminisrd o mi nat ed hi storicall yi by whi
failed to adequately recognise or address. From theppetive, womanism becomes a conceptual

home for the interwoven struggles associated with sex, race, culture, nationality and the pursuit of

political and economic freedom (Ogunyemi, 1985).
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Building on this foundation, Ogunyemi (1985) further elaboratesmanism as an expansive,
Africa centred agenda concerned not only with
with the holistic liberation of African people. She argues that the burdens of colonialism,
neo colonialism, r a dgh sotmonlg ondBlagk edmen batralsohoa Black u | e
men and children. Womanism, therefore, seeks a collective emancipation project rather than a
struggle that pits men and women against each other. Ogunyemi (1985) frames womanism as
accommodationist in the sengmt it emphasises meaningful cooperation among Black women,

Black men and childrein rather than adversarial gender relatiorngs a necessary strategy for

confronting the intertwined oppressions affecting African communities.

Despite its transformativententions, womanism has been subject to notable critiques. Lewis
(2005), for instance, argues that certain formulations of womanism risk collapsing distinct
experiences of oppressiénsuch as colonial domination and patriarchal subordinationo a

single analytical frame, thereby creating a problematic hierarchy in which one form of oppression

risks being privileged over another. Khader (2020), however, counters that it is impractical for
decol onial or non West er n ressionssequsentiafly; rather,tbeg e k t
must be confronted simultaneously because they operate concurrently in the lived realities of

African and African descended women.

Wal ker 6s ver sion of womani sm has al so been
African Ameri can contexts (Hudson Weems, 1993) a
erotic affection between women (Amaefula, 2021). Critics such as Mirza (2004) argue that
womanism risks essentialising Black womanhood by imposing a singular identigabes little

room for Black women to articulate their own situated forms of identification. Similarly, Akorede
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(2010) and Bryson (2003) question whether womanism inadvertently positions itself as a superior

discourse to feminism.

Nonetheless, the signiionce of womanism remains undeniable. Collins (1986) notes that Black
feminist and womani st epistemologies do not ¢
intellectual traditions that centre the complex struggles of Black women. Througloigsitesm

of the Adoubl e marginalisationo experienced b
provided conceptual tools for movements such as multicultural feminism (lzgarjan and Markov,
2012) and has contributed to reshaping development thoughtlby cang f or Af ri ce

indicators, methodologies, and planning practices rooted in local realities.

Hudson Weems§®é Africana womanism (1993) furtt
deliberately situating the framework within continental and diasgrican cultures. She uses

the term 6Africanansé in advancing the pecul.
and Africans in the diaspora .Her approach explicitly rejects any derivation from Western feminist
traditions and instead advances/Aaf r i can centred paradigm groun
self naming, self definition, family centredn
men in struggl e, whol eness, aut henticiyy, fle
male compatibility, respect for elders, adaptability, ambition, nurturing and mothering

(Hudson Weems, 2004) .

Whilst Africana womanism resonates strongly with African cultural values (Ahmed, 2017)
particularly its emphasis on collective progress aatkifiemale cooperationit has also attracted
critique. Oy ewumi (2003) argues that framing

Anurturing, 0 or fAimotheringo risks reinscribin
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womenods powdmnal ssednc&he further qguestions t
womanism, noting that it echoes Western feminist discourse more than it reflects the lived

organising logics of African women.

These debates illustrate the vibrancy and plurality of woeshahought. Rather than a static
doctrine, womanismi along with its Africana variani provides a critical platform for
interrogating the intersecting oppressions sh
Its contestations are evidence ofiittellectual richness, and its continued evolution underscores

its relevance in decol oni al feminist schol ar s

Similarly, Catherine Obianuju Acholonu (1995) advances the field of African feminisms through

her theorisabn of Motherism, a framework rooted in the ideals of mutual love, tolerance, and the
protection of family values, emphasising non
and women. Positioned within her broader intellectual and political activisciuding her role

as Senior Special Advisor to former Nigerian President Olusegun ObasAwgjwlonu (1995)
conceptuali ses motherism as a socio cultural
themselves, and African society more broadly, thraihghmetaphoric and affective relations of

the motherchild bond.

Mot herism aligns closely with Steadyds (1981)
its emphasis on female autonomy, cooperation, the privileging of nature over culture, and the
centrality of children, multiple mothering, and kinship structures. However, this framing has
generated significant critique. As Nkealah (2016) argues, casting African women primarily as
Amot herso risks reinscri bi ng the divergity dfi Afritan s t e X

womanhood. Similarly, Boehmer (2009) and Driver (1988) caution that motherism, despite its
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intentions, can diminish African womends subj
embodiments of motherhood rather than recaggitiem as complex political actors in their own

right.

In additonMo | ar a Ogundi pe Lesl i eds 1@dcialJransforindtianor i s a
Including Women in Africai marks a significant contribution to African feminisms. As a
Nigerianb or n academic and soci al critic, a®gundi p:¢
problem sol ving, African rooted feminist frar
feminisms and to distance them from the fcombe
traditions. She argues that the slow pace of feminist accepdacprogress in Africa is partly

due to resistance from men in positions of power, who often misinterpret feminism through the

lens of Western confrontational politics.

Il n response, Stiwanism insists that truchtomen mus
and broader development agenda (Allan, 1995). The framework therefore callgpfotroeership

T a collaborative mode of social transformation that engages women as equal actors without
replicating the antagonistic models of Western feminism @uola, 2021). Through this,
Stiwanism acts as a disclaimer against assumptions that African feminists merely imitate Western
feminism, repositioning African women at the heart of contemporary political and social

transformations on the continent (Allan,9H).

Despite its usefulness, Stiwanism has been critiqued for its-rel@nce on Nigerian
socio political real i ties, which raises conce
al | African womenos experience$) warB chathsuclNk e al a

generalisation risks creating a new form of hegemony that could obscure or marginalise
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non Nigerian African realities. Nonet hel ess,
challenges across African societies provide fertile groundforl | ect i ve or ficommor
reflections (Nnaemeka, 2003; Collins, 1986@)portantly, Stiwanism offers a valuable analytical

l ens for examining women6s representation anc
particularly in northern Ghariawhere gender, power, and soegiolitical dynamics intersect with

local environmental and governance structures

In this paragraph, | have discussed N&gminismN e g o f eiralsorkmogmas the feminism

of negotiationi was devel oped by Obioma Nnaemeka (200
Professor and founder of the Association of African Women Scholars at Indiana University.
Grounded in a g¢eagkeda and oremes ftowagbmder strataga |godls

nego feminism proposes that African women adyv
structures through the dual strategies of neg
this framework ighe conviction that negotiation, compromise, and balance are not merely tactical
choices but foundational principles for achieving meaningful social transformation. Nnaemeka
(2004) articulates this duality tmdoidgbpe hei tr
successfully/go aroundo (p. 378) , of fering .

circumventing, or reshaping patriarchal norms across varying contexts.

This approach strongly echoes Nt sewmtamentzly ( 2011
anchored in negotiation, reciprocity, and <co
within negotiations aligns with longstanding African philosophical and social traditions. In this

regard, nego f emi ni s mcyoEnadotfatiomana pathvagthroughwhichr a | I

2 See Moser (1989).
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African women address complex gender challenges across the corfimghéer reinforcing its

rel evance, Al kal i et al . (2013) contend that
societies continueto e f | ect mal e dominated power structu
private spheres. Consequentl vy, a confrontati
womendos advancement, whereas nego feminism pr

transformation in Africa (Alkali et al., 2013).

Nkealah (2016) extends this conversation by observing that, unlike some African feminist theories

tied closely to the cultural background of their originators, the emphasis on negoftiation
reinforced usingAfrican proverbsi makes nego feminism widely re
African women across diverse contexts. | mport
South African philosophy of Ubuntu, thereby enhancing its continental relevancediccto

Mayaka and Truell (2021), Ubuntu is grounded in the principles of justice, negotiation,
responsibility, equality, collectiveness, relatedness, reciprocity, community, and social change.
Nnaemekads (2004) | inking ofsoegesf Amrncam wo
mends relational responsibilities in the ong:t

ethically grounded communities.

Finally, whil e Nego feminism is analytically
intersectional pliticsii ncl udi ng those shaping womeintés part
also illuminates the deeper complexities of gender discourse in Africa. It provides conceptual

tools for understanding how African women manoeuvre within sociocultural comstrathout

reproducing combative Western feminist modelghilst ending with negdeminism, the next

paragrapturther expands the landscape of African feminist theorisdyoiocusng on Sna#
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sense feminism, by Akachi AdimeEzeigbo, a Nigeriarbom lecturer in Gender Studies at the

University of Lagos.

According to Adimora Ezeigbo (2012), snai l S €
individual i s m, compatibility, and negotiation
theory is rooted in gender complementarity and collaborative coexestpasitioning African

men and women as partners rather than adversaries in social transformation. Drawing on the
met aphor of the snail, snail sense feminism c
strategic, and environmentally responsive protieasenables African women to navigate and

penetrate patriarchal structures at a measured but deliberate pace (Nkealah, 2016).

Adi mora Ezeighbo (2012) eimmédelnsss, sgerdlenessh and issnai |
non combat i vteargdd tratphkica wameronmy sometimes need to retreat, reassess,

or move tactically when confronted with hostile sociocultural terrains. This approach advocates a
conciliatory and cooperative attitude toward men, enabling women to negotiate their way into
meaningfuls o c i a | and political Sspaces. As Ezenwa C
illuminates the capacity of African women to move steadily through restrictive environments,

using resilience, softness, and adaptability as tools for survival and progdessitién, for
instance, i's named by Adi mora Ezeiigaslowhut2012)

transformative mechanism that equips women to uplift themselves, their families, and their nations.

However, whil e snai | aleenatigeantefpretive lens fermandgrstandng d e s
African womenods agency, it rai ses significar
framework risks constructing a homogenised and passive image of African womanhood,

suggesting that African women argerently oppressed and must manoeuvre cautiously around

77



male power. The metaphor of the snail, though evocative, raises important questions about which
women can realistically advance througih fAsna
particulat y i n environments where sexism and str.

participation and visibility.

In this regard, hooks (2000) cautions that such an approach may inadvertently normalise or

|l egiti mise womends endur areeceuragnfg overlg tondili@aryc h a |
behaviours instead of resistance. Moreover,
associated with the snailcowardice, sluggishness, deceptiveness, or environmental tirmidity

can unintentionally reaffirm Wegste stereotypes that portray African women as passive, weak, or

| acking agency. These concerns illuminate t hi

strategic manoeuvring and the potential reinforcement of oppressive norms.

Although these frameworldiffer in emphasis, conceptual metaphors and strategic orientations

T some prioritising collective emancipation (for example, Womanism and Africana Womanism),
others centring cooperati on, instaece Stiwanisrn andt i on
Mother i s m) , and stil] others advancing negoti at
navigation (foexample Nego f emi ni s m an dtheg moaethélesscennesge F e mi
around several core commitments. Collectively, they advance the decatonishfeminist

t hought ; i nsi st on situating gender within [
systems; privilege collaboration, relationality and community cohesion; and foreground
intersectional analyses attentive to African lived realitiHsrough these shared orientations,

African feminist theories challenge the universalised assumptions of dominant Western feminist
paradigms by foregrounding African centred e|
grounded subjectivities and aglonal modes of social transformation.
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Beyond these conceptual paradigms, a wider body of African feminist and gender scholarship has
deepened theoretical and empirical under stand
across diverse geographi€cholars have examined gendered and political dynamics in Egypt
(Karam, 1997), Ghana (Mohammed, 2023; Akurugu, 2021; Bawa, 2018; Bawa and Sanyare, 2013
Tsikata, 1997; Aidoo, 197 /Kenya (Kuria, 2001), Nigeria (Dosekun, 2021; Adichie, 2014), South

Africa (Lewis, 1993), Uganda (Tamal2020; 2018; Tripp, 2012; 2004), and elsewhere, offering

rich analyses of the multiple, overlapping challenges African women encounter. This wider
scholarship illuminates how economic deprivation, persistent inequalities,cn@l o ni a | | e g
gl obalisationds extractive | mpacts, and entr e
shape development trajectories across the continent (Lewis, 2005). At the same time, these
scholars foreground Aftrriicbaunt iwonnse ntéos ssoi cgino fpioclai
community resilience and the dismantling of patriarchal hierarchies, thereby complicating

reductive portrayals of African women as passive or peripheral.

In effect, African feminisms provide powerful analytidasights for diagnosing the complex and
intersecting forces that embattle African woriiéntersections that cannot be adequately captured
through #Abird eyedo or external uni versalist
mainstream Weste feminisns, African feminisms offer plurality of frameworks and reflections

that illuminate the peculiarity, nuance and contextual depth of gender discourse in Ridsa.
framingsenable a grounded, decolonial, and epistemically plural reading afaAfgendered
realities, one that is indispensable for conceptualising power, identity, and social change within

African contexts
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2.5.3 Ghana; a case for understanding African feminisms and the hegemony in water

governance

Ghana has shown significant gis in discourses related to African knowledge production.
Significant contributos to the knowledge production related to Afriaee Ama Ata Aidoo and

Dr. Kwame Nkrumah whose contributions to remonialism discourses and regional integration

of the themew postcolonial states of s@aharan Africa cannot be overemphasized. In the space

of knowledge production on the multiplicity of gender discourses and deepening the feminist
scholarship on the continent of Africa, Ghana and other African countriesasutlyanda,
Cameroon, South Africa and Senegal have created various institutional platforms and academic
units for teaching and research on women and gender studies (Ahikire, 2014). Beyond the
significant contribution of Ghanaian figures to the discoun$eslonial and postcolonial Africa,
Ghana attracts a wide range of interest among scholars and pundits of neocolonialism,
Afrocentricity and African identities. For instance, Molefe Kete Asante, a Black American
scholar explaiad the basis for his changd name from Arthur L. Smith and the reasons for
selecting AAsanteo a sout her n GhAkamethniaty) asn a me
part of his newAfrocentric names(see Turner, 2002He revealedthat although he does not
descendrom the spedic African countries where his new name origimhateach of them was
purposefully selected to depict a journey of rediscovery of his identity (Turner, 2002). Stepping
aside from Molefe Kete Asante, the Black America musician, Ashanti Shequoiya Douglass

(McCann, 2009) in a video interview published by the Jet Johnson Publishing Company on July

(

1, 200 2, also expanded the basis for the choi

the Ghanaian society. She particularly emphasizes on the agenep@iopriated from the

narratives about women in the Asante matrilineal culture. Whilst the choice of names of these
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popularpersonalitiesemains their personal and inspietisiondout mostly tited to the Akan,
a dominant ethnicity in (southern) Gharthe processes of choosing and settlingaarame
AAsant e/ As h &hahairailectrthe signiicdnce thie countrywithin the discourses of

Africanism and Afrocentricity in the world.

Furthermore, Ghana has been significant in African feminiateeging and organising. For
instance, in the year 2006 in Accra, the capital city of Ghana, more than two hundred believers
of African feminisms gathered to develop a Charter of Feminist Principles for African feminisms.
This Charter was geared towardenmergising and reaffirming the multiple dimensions the

African feminisms discourse (Ahikire, 2014).

Moving to natural (water) resources, Ghana boasts of a complex interlay of surface and
underground water resourcstsupport local domestic consumptiand industrial production

activities. What remains paradoxical is that despite the deep rooted artdstetelocal resource
governance systems that rest in semitiural practices and local traditions, the country remains

a Amal nourféedbdbgd bf east er n asthatstruggleto fivwithirelecalp ol i c i
contexts and practices. Whilst the country makes efforts to align, adopt and adapt the SDGs to fit

local dynamics through thdDPC (Government of Ghana, 2019), the policies still sttedg

translate into everyday practicesverdstransforningt he count r yforprowdmg er s ec
potable water sources for its citizens, particularly those that would require some form of State

support in accessing this basic need.

Although this stuy does not establish that | ocal Ai nf
themselves sebufficient in ensuring access to potable water nor creating equal access to water

resources, especially due to the uneven influences that people in local geogragttiiggs s
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possess (relating to their personal, social, economic, and cultural affinities), the study draws
attention to the lapses associated with the existing water governance frameworks in Ghana which
is driven by the SDGs. In this framework, the condoitsvater decisiormaking emphasise
modernised governance structures such as the local governance structure. The study advances
arguments of hybridity of modern and localised systems are in understanding the multiplicity of
water issues and the-pooductian of the two in navigating the cross benefits these two systems

produce while negating the adverse effects each could have on access to water resources.

In the context of the previous discussion, Ghana remains a relevant country for examining how
African feminisms reveals the shortcomings in the gender discourse surrounding water

governance in Africa.

2.6 Feminist political ecology (FPE) as steps beyond political ecology (PE)

Political Ecology (PE) emerged as a significant scholarly field in the 198Gzhé¢l@u and

Nirmal, 2015), shaped by influential works including Robbins (20B8)ant (2015) Perreault

et al. (2015), Biersack and Greenberg (2006), and Zimmerer and Bassett (2003), all of which
examine PEOGS conceptual a nrgentem 2020).0Ad its Icaveg PEC a | f o
provides a critical framework for analysing how power operates within h@manonment

relations. It foregrounds how actors involved in natural resource governance mobilise various
forms of influencé both overt and covertto shape everyday decisions regarding access to and

control over environmental resources (Carpenter, 2020).

The overarching objective of PE is to interrogate the interconnections between environment and
society, particularly the historical, politicalhal s oci o economi c dynami cs

around resource access (Sultana, 2021). These struggles are embedded within unequal power
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structures, as social groups occupy differentiated and often hierarchical positions within society.
Although economi@ower can shape these positionalities, PE scholarship emphasises that power
does not rest exclusively with material wealth or formal authority; rather, power circulates through
diverse sites and relations (Wyatt et al., 2022; Foucault, 1983). Despitoticsptual breadth,

the analytical orientation of PE has tended to lean toward Marxist interpretations of power
(Carpenter, 2020). At the same time, critiques highlight that PE has historically reproduced
masculine biases in its analyses, often overlapkite gendered nature of environmental access,
knowledge, and politics (Loftus, 2009). PE has also been critiqued for being grounded in uneven
geographies of knowledge productiondominated by Western, Eurocentric, patriarchal, and
colonial capitalist wdrd vi e ws (Castro G- mez, 2021; Sul ta
dominance has frequently marginalised local, embodied, and intersectional experiences that shape

resource struggles across different global contexts.

Due to this marginalisation of genderediantersectional dynamics, early PE scholarship largely

i gnor ed westaralingdparticipadian gn environmental protection, resource activism, and
ecological stewardship (Rocheleau and Nirmal, 2015; Rocheleau et al., 1996). Meanwhile,

wo men 6 s eantmnnveavironmental politics is neither recent nor peripheral. As documented

by Newman (2014), women have historically mobilised to protect their environments across varied
ecologies urban landscapes, forests, agrarian fields, rangeland ecosystemginousterrains,

and coastal zones. Harcourt (2012) similarly illustrates how ecofeminists, feminist
environmentalists, postructural, postcolonial, and decolonial feminist scholars have long
emphasised the centrality mfsafeguardirgreéomgickd anolwl e d ¢

livelihood systems.
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It was in response to these silences within PE that Feminist Political Ecology (FPE) emerged in
the 1990s (Sultana 2021; 2009; Rocheleau and Nirmal, 2015; Rocheleau et al., 1996). FPE
explicitly interrogats gendered relations within struggles for access to, and control over, natural
resources. It brings into analytical focus the contextual, everyday experiences of differently
positioned actors, emphasising how gender, power, justice, and intersectidmghiéyresource
governance (Harcourt, 2019). FPE highlights how subjectivities, embodiment, emotions, situated
knowledges, commoning practices, pbatnanist perspectives, and the dismantling of rigid
theorypractice binaries are critical for understandingwvhpeople experience and negotiate
environmental issues across contexts. Decolonial FPE scholarship extends this further by
foregrounding notWestern epistemologies, alternative ontologies, and culturally grounded
worldviews (Sultana, 2021; 2015; Harco@®19; Sundberg, 2017; Elmhirst, 2015; Harris, 2015;

Rocheleau, 2015).

Methodologically, FPE scholars employ ethnographic and qualitative approadhekiding
participant observation, structured and unstructured interviews, focus groups, oral hstaties,
transect walksi to capture the nuances, connections, and complexities inherent in lived
experiences (Sultana, 2021; Truel ove, 2019) .
commitment to articulating multiple worlds, cultures, and knowledge regstehen analysing

gendered positionality within resource governance (Rocheleau and Nirmal, 2015).

According to Sultana (2021) and Truelove (201
and management of natural resourcedongside household relatis and community politics

exposes complexities that mainstream governance frameworks often obscure. This makes visible
how intersectional identities shape environmental decisiaking at household, community,

regional, and national levels. Representgtio this regard, is essential to pursuing decolonial
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futures, as it widens the epistemic space within which environmental governance is conceptualised
(Sultana, 2021). FPE contributes to a deeper understanding of power as a relational process shaped
through intersections of gender, class, race, ethnicity, sexuality, age, ability, and religion (Ahlborg

and Nightingale, 2018). Death (2014) complements this by defining power in resource governance

as the ongoing process through which identities, relatiossiipas, and knowledge are produced

and sustainedla perspective that I's critical for und

expertise, and participation within resource governance.

FPE also aims to provide a basis for improving social and amiental conditions through a
decolonial feminist critique and political action by considering the different perspectives based on
intersectional categories such as gender, race, class, and sexuality. This means that it does not only
look at the relationsps between gender and the environment but also the collective impact of the
interactions between social and spatial relations. Bukachi et al. (2021) have argued that rural
settings cannot be treated as a hofoogdeentous en
the intra and integroup dynamics that mark their existence and influence relations with natural
resource accesst is at this point that exploring the waterscape of Bamboi is important in

understanding the overarching dynamics of water garece in an everyday living context.

The decolonial foundations of FPE further critique the concentration of knowledge production
within academic or allng $ot epistanici appraadhes fihatereacagnises , 0
grassroots (Castro G- mez, 2 0 2 1 places nudsidensaurcgsi n a | |
of dominant knowledge production (hooks, 1984). As argued by Truelove (2019) and Adams et al.
(2018), such an apprdadelps evaluate inclusion and exclusion in resource governance beyond
narrow <concerns wi t h numer i c representation.
intersectionality is particularly relevant to decolonial feminists, who emphasise how racetygthnici

85



and religion shape contextual expressions of patriarchy and other power structures within resource
governance (Mollett and Faria, 2013; Nightingale, 2011; Sultan, 2011). Without integrating such
intersectional analysis, resource governance risks @keng the differentiated ways various

social groups experience and navigate access, control, and management of natural resources such

as water (Truelove, 2019).

A body of FPE scholarshipincluding Truelove (2019), Adams et al. (2018), Thompson (2016),

Mol | ett and Faria (2013), Sul t aniaenfo@tatedhow Har r
water governance is deeply shaped by gendered, classed, racialised, ethnic, and religious identities.
For example, Truelove (2016; 2011), Birkenholtz (2013),&alt(2011), and Joshi and Fawcett

(2005) document how caste, ethnicity, education, marital status, and age mediate water access in
Southern Asia. Similarly, Adams et al. (2018) show that diverse intersectional categmigsst

genderi determine pattens o f i nclusion and exclusion wit

Associations.

Considering these debates, reflecting on the inadequacies of mainstream knowledge production
surrounding intersectionality in resource governance reveals the necessitgépthiempirical
accounts that examine how contextual intersections actively produce and reproduce forms of

power, voice, inclusion, and exclusion in governing critical natural resources such as water.

2.7 Decoloniality, feminism(s) and cultural relativism: tensions and similarities

In this section, the universalisation of global gégtarticularly as they pertain to gendes used
as an analytical site for comparing and contrasting the framing of (epistemological) cultural
relativism as a decolonial thoughThe discussion deepens the critique of the hegemonic

proliferation of mainstream feminist constructs and the ways these constructs shape global gender
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mainstreaming agendas. As the world increasingly embraces plural epistemic ispaoa®

diverse voies, worldviews and lived experiences matter for shaping universal development goals

T it becomes necessary to foreground the standpoint of decolonial feminism (for example,
Narayanaswamy, 2016; 2014;iMgpno | o, 2011; Oy ewumi , 200 3; 19
Mohanty and Torres, 1991; Collins, 1990; Crenshaw, 1989; Mohanty, 1984) alongside cultural
relativism (for instance, Lee, 2021; Msuya, 2019). These bodies of thmggiiherunpack and

unsettte Weser n centred knowledge formations that h

agenda setting processes shaping gender disco

Decolonial feminists have consistently raised concerns about the partiality and limitations of

We st er n c e n They acguefthatriesterndeminigmn both theory and praxisrests

primarily on a binary framing of gender inequality (typically between males and females), while
insufficiently addressing the intersectional experiences that shape the lives of diversa wo

across different social, cultural, racial and geopolitical locations. This orientation not only silences

but also invisiblises the voices and realities of women from the Global South, including Black
women, by determining wikkkéthrdugheWestdrnoepperienteasando u g h
epistemic norms. As noted earlier in this chapter, several feminists from the Global South have
critiqued Western centred feminism for gener e
synonymous with those of Wesh women in the Global North (Charlesworth and Chinkin, 2022;
Charlesworth, 2005). In practice, however, societies differ substantially in their desires,
perceptions, needs, worldviews and lived realities (Lee, 2021). Since cultural formations reflect
speific histories and ontologies (Lee, 2021), it becomes essential to examine intersections and
contextual realities in order to determine Aw

governance agenda (Charlesworth, 2005) serves. Consequentiw dhe | d vi ews, n

87



experiences, and strategies for gender mainstreanpagticularly as they pertain to women and

vulnerable groups cannot be treated as universal or uniform across all societies.

Rel atedly, Mel e and San tuhaledativRro resdsen thedi@rise thatar g u
Aoutsiderso can only meaningfully understand
when interpreted through the perspectives of theghkin that culture. This renders culture
subjective, contextla and deeply grounded in fAinsidero v
relativism further maintains that different societies hold different ways of knowing and interpreting

the world; thus, no single epistemic framework can claim universal validity 2024,; Brown,

2008). These arguments highlight the importance of attending to localised dynamics and
worldviews that shape resource (including water) governance in diverse contexts. Local
worldviews evolve alongside the shifting cosmovision and culturahnhy of communities.
Conversely, universalisation processes are rarely informed by such plurality; instead, they draw
predominantly from contemporary Western paradigms. Hence, cultural relativism underscores the
inherent biases embedded within developmegendas that promote internationalisation and

universalisationi especially those underpinning UN goals and frameworks.

Much of cultural relativist critique focuses on the universalisation of UN goals and framéworks

both conceptually and in practic&ue to their close historical ties with Western cultures. Cultural
relativists assert that Western cultural nor m
thereby imposing expectations that all cultures must conform to Western values, irresgective o

their distinct histories or evolving social formations. This is where Western hegemony becomes
visible. For example, cultural relativists argue that human rights are derived from culture itself;
culture embodies the everyday lives, practices and inetaltarrangements designed to protect

human dignity (Msuya, 2019). According to Msuya (2017), contemporary international human
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rights frameworks are rooted primarily in Western cultural experiences. Meanwhile, Lee (2021)
asserts that global cultures diffget are equally important. Thus, when human rights become
internationalised through Western cultural assumptions, the result is an inherently hegemonic

project (Msuya, 2017).

Although tensions between cultural relativism and the universalisation of highési and the
internationalisation of development pathwagsr e | ong st anding, the cri't
concerning patriarchal, Eurocentric and Weste
contemporary research, especially in lomantexts overshadowed by Westernised development
imaginaries (Lee, 2021). However, Msuya (2019) and Namazie (2012) warn that relativism has at
times been essentialised by political and religious leaders to legitimise oppressive practices,
particularlyto s e vi ol ating the civil and political roi
Lee (2021) refers to this gmlitical cultural relativism Epistemological cultural relativism is
distinguished from political forms of relativism by prioritising thealysis of how knowledge is

produced, legitimised, and deployed across different cultural contexts.

Nevertheless, Abadeer (2015), Coomaraswamy (2002) and Brems (1997) argue that mainstream
feminism itself has demonstrated a disconnect between feministaayvacd the application of
international human rights. Although human rights frameworks proclaim equal rights for all
humans irrespective of sex, the practice of human rigktpecially economic and civil rights

has historical |l ymaeghanthosedfwomen.d6s i nterests

More recently, scholars such as Lee (2021; 2019) and Mignolo (2012) have articulated the
conceptual connections between decolonisation and relativism by foregrounding how global

knowledge production and development praxis coetitai rely on Western constructs. Their

89



critigues highlight how the universalisation of development goals consistently sidelines the
cul tural, raci al, historical, ethnic and col o
this perspective, decaigsation and cultural relativism converge in the assertion that international
development frameworks must critically engage with local contexts and intersectional realities that
mainstream feminism and global development agendas often ignore. Intersecticdkeas race,

colour, ethnicity, class, identity and religiortherefore become critical sites for articulating and
responding to womenod6s varied needs. Failure t
international development goals perfotima and impractical. Unsurprisingly, both decolonial
feminists and cultural relativists reject the homogenisation of global histories and experiences
under Western narratives, particularly within gender and development debates (Khader, 2020;
Msuya, 2019)Still, rather than rejecting human rights or international development altogether,
scholars argue for re envisioning them in w;

hegemonic undertones that permeate these frameworks (Waites, 2020).

Importantly, tesions between mainstream feminism and cultural relativism arise because each
frames the other as essentialising 1eithenkyn and
advancing Western cultural hegemony or reinforcing oppressive cultural norms ({Reif0a).

Cultural relativists argue that just as mainstream feminists critique universalism for privileging

male interests, mainstream feminists themselves implicitly centre a particular kind of Wwoman
Western, non minorityasanbdecbéehaoahmbtlk Besi mhb
rights (Reitman, 1997). In this framing, mainstream feminists appear as agents of Western

i deol ogi cal domi nance wsherasirgsthe edentitiesadnd seeds 6fwo me

non Western wo me n002 Blemms, m®7).a s wa my , 2
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RegardlessMsuya (2019) shows that political and religious leaders frequently instrumentalise
regressive cultural norms to suppress the civil and economic rights of wiomgpecially in

patriarchal, postcolonial African conteXtthereby essentialising culture itself to maintain unequal
power structures. Likewise, as Lee (2021) not
by deferring to state sanctioned or mal e domi
Women wo challenge such norms can face social sanctions (Mayer, 1995). Mayer (1995) thus
argues that while relativists critique universality as a tool of Western dominance, relativism itself
can become a vehicle for pr ot edhese tegsiony,abbtle c e n
feminism and cultural relativism converge on a shared principle: the dominant constructions of
universalityi particularly in global governance and human rightare deeply problematic.

Therefore, respecting difference, whether séxu cultural, is fundamental (Brems, 1997).

2.8 Conclusion ofthe chapter

This chapter has located gender and water governance within the broader decolonial frameworks
of African feminisms, FPE and (epistemological) cultural relativism, positioning thetbe
principal conceptual foundations through which the thesis responds to the overarching research
guestions. In doing so, it has explicitly articulated how these frameworks critigue and extend
dominant gendewater scholarship. The chapter has theeémgaged these frameworks not only
descriptively but analytically, demonstrating how each exposes the simplicities, silences, and
universalised assumptions embedded within mainstream global water governance mecdhanisms

particularlhy SDG 6 and the gender mainstreaming agen

Central to this critique is the argument that Westernised feminist histories and assumptions have
hegemonically shaped global development paradigms, including the SDGs, resulting in the

exportaion and normalisation of Westeme nt r i ¢ gender | ogics within
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contexts. The chapter highlighted that these universalised frameworks inadequately reflect the
realities of African societies, where gendered experiences are dynanuoadlyced through

mul tiple and intersecting socio cultural cate
within African feminisms and FPE, thus provided the analytical conduit for unpacking the multi
layered and interconnecting positionaktiehat shape inclusion and exclusion in water
deci sion making. This emphasis sets the premi

water governance in Bamboi.

The chapter opened by situating pol makingcls wi t h
established that water governance unfolds within evolving geographies of powsrat
waterscape scholars conceptualise as the dynamic, fluid entanglements of water, people,
institutions, and soci o pol epistencobbgicaligreunding foro n s .
analysing the Black Volta River and Bamboi as a waterscape in Chapter Four and provided the
conceptual basis for answering the first research quesiidth a t are the dynami
governance in Ghana, and how do they rhamis t i n BBempHasising the fluidity of
humanwater relations and the historigablitical contingencies through which these relations

evolve, the chapter strengthened the analytical bridge between global governance frameworks and

local realities.

Next, the chapter problematised the conceptualisation of gender within water governance by
demonstrating how dominant development discotirsghaped by Westertentric feminist
historiesi frames gender in reductive, binary and universalist ways. Afrieaminfisms were
therefore mobilised as a critical epistemic site for disrupting this universalism. The discussion
underscored that Western feminist constructions of gender inequality neither reflect contemporary
African realities nor capture the lived dynasiiof gender within Western societies themselves,
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outside of the experiences of white, mi ddl e ¢
intersection$ including race, age, marital status, kinship, religion, economic status and spirituality

T configure the authority, voice, and participation of differently positioned men and women within
everyday governance spaces. This argument sets the stage for Chapter Five, where intersectionality

is operationalised in responding to the second research quéstWh o s hapes and col

waterscape in Bamboi ?0
Furthermore, the chapter engaged the argument s
FPEG6s deli berate grounding in decoloniality, i

approaches was shown to be crucial for analysing theegetiddynamics of natural resource
decision making. FPE makes vVvisible the affect
shape everyday experiences of water access and governdincensions that mainstream water
governance models often overlookhe€EBe theoretical underpinnings provide the conceptual
foundation for Chapter Seven, which addresses the fourth research quedtienw ar e | oc al
customary i nst iTheemphasishere g thenedtabtisenueft of the linkage between

FPEandth¢ hesi s6 conceptualisation of gendered po

In addition, the chapter critically unpacked (epistemological) cultural relativism to challenge how
diverse cultures are subsumed under Western epistemic and institutional logics witdliobaN
development frameworks. Epistemological cultural relativism was shown to provide a decolonial

|l ens for interrogating the wuniversalisation ¢
mechanisms such as the SDGs, revealing how these framewepkeduce tensions,

i nconsi stencies and governance frictions when
also demonstrated how, in Chapter Six, epistemological cultural relativism is brought into dialogue

with institutional (water) bricolage tanswer the third research questsgnHow do | oc al
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customary institutions interact TWnistdmceptualr ma l
pairing illuminates how diverse cultural principles, institutional logics and governance practices

assemble ito the hybridised water governance system characteristic of Bamboi.

Finally, the chapter clarified how these conceptual framings directly informed the methodological
choices outlined in Chapter Three. It signposted how African feminisms, FPE and
(epistemadgical) cultural relativism shaped the adoption of a decolonial feminist ethnography,
with its attentiveness to positionality, immersion, relational ethics, and contextual knowledge
production. This methodological positioning demonstrates the decolordakgistemological

commitments of the study.
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CHAPTER THREE

3 Undertaking (decolonial feminist) ethnography in Bamboi, Ghana

3.0 Introduction

This research is shaped by the methodological framework of decolonial feminist ethnography for

two reasonstheoretical justification and the greyness of the study area (in termistafed

researct hat accounts for the villagebs connectedi
sociatcultural, political and gendered terms). Theoretically, underpinriigy tudy in the

decolonial lenses of African feminisms, FPE and (epistemological) cultural relativism required a
methodological approach that is marked by exploratory flexibility and reflexibility but with a

focus on the dynamics of power between theaie$eand the researched, to engage the-deep

rooted dynamicshatembody the everyday fibres of the social setting. Furthermore, some FPE
scholars have justified the ability of (decolonial feminist) ethnography to drive empirical research

which is shaped bthe theoretical frameworks of FPEultana, 2021; Truelove, 2019).

The greyness of Bamboi in terms of a study that unveils the everydaycdtiahl, gendered

and political experiences that uniquely shape the governancat@f,and its produced outore

justify situating of the studyhe village. A google scholar search without a date range on the

t heme, Awat er gover na ngaeclustenof \Bosknmbwhich, Bantbbidgsn a 0 1 ¢
mostly studied along other geographical settings as flow andtatdns within the Black Volta

Basin to determine annual flow and other geomorphological characteristics (Afedor et al., 2024;
Abungba et al., 2022; Akandi, 2B10dameAbabio, 2004), determine effects of the Bxdam on

it (Owusu et al., 2019; Arthur, 2017h@ as a host of the Babator farms (Caminati Engstrom,

2020). These two reasons drive the adoption of ethnography to deeply engage the various facets

of water governance in Bamboi to respond to the main research quegtainprospects and
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possibilities doAfrican feminisms, FPE, and (epistemological) cultural relativism offer for
decolonising water governance?

This chapter begins with the position of decolonial feminist ethnography within the broader
ethnographic design. then unpack the theoretical bagik the sampling processes. This is
followed by the description of the study area; providing premises of the demagephi
administrative characteristics of Bamboi and its waterresolBoes. ng posi ti oned as
in Bamboi, | briefly discuss myesearch positionality and how | negotiated power dynamics
during the process of the fieldwork. | then discuss how | planned my field trip and the changes
that occurred during the fieldwork and the decisions | made during those such changes. The other
aspects discuss how | engaged with the key informants and gatekeepers of theantalge

themes | generated from the fieldwork to respond to the research questiorestDfi¢ghe chapter

discusses the field challenges and the processes of physictilg &amboi.

3.1 Designing and undertaking a (decolonial f

District

This section unpacls the methodological approach of decolonial femingghnography
Decolonial feminist ethnography has its roots in classtbalagraphylt recognises the dominant
tendencies of Westernised and Eurocentric history of knowledge production and worldviews
(Mohammed, 2026Manning, 2018), whereas ethnography is arguably rooted, shaped, and
organized around colonial encounté@mapoff and Comaroff, 2019; Faier and Rofel, 2014).

The first step in decolosing research is to be accountable for addressing these histories.
Although research is often commissioned for the benefits of society, it is also shaped by and for
the dominant soeties and interests of its time (Gibbons et al., 1994). It can continue a system

that maintains injustice or shift perspectives to challenge existing stereotypes, misconceptions,
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and longstanding prejudices (Deridder et al., 2022; Kennedy et al., 20221d@aand Novotny,

2020).

Historically, research has been a site of power; promoting social justice or augments social
unfairness. The inclusion or exclusion of marginalized groups and knowledge production is
constructed to support the status quo. Decsédion therefore distinguishes research to stand on
the side of Aot heredo forms of knowl edge pro
process and the representation of research findings are power bound; where the researcher is
powerful whilst tle researched is powerless. Hence, this approach to ethnography is a reflective
process for the researcher to recognise this power relationship and their positions in this
relationship while creating actions to diffuse it by deliberately decolonising thecdbection

and representation processes to reflect the worldviews, opinions, experiences, stories and
narratives of research participants.

Consequently, the use of decolonisation within the context of this methodology relates to the
admonition of Mohammed (2026) orethical data collection processiat areunderpinned in
respect for local perspectivesulturesandworldviewsi rather than absolute qooduction of

the entire research (from conception to analysis) and ownership (claiming authotbleiirodl
content).Before diving into the perspectives of decolonial feminist ethnography, | discuss the
features and characteristics of ethnography in the next paragraphs.

Ethnography is a research design that emanated from anthropology (Mullickét a)., It is a
descriptive researctiesignthat consists of multiple methodological approaches, including the
use of techniques such as shartd/or longterm participant observation, interviews, photographs,
videos, and group field work towards undersiiag the ways of life of different social and

cultural groups by i mmersion in thB®8).Thpusdtupsoc |
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is characterised by researcher observing (by participating) and reporting/writing/interpreting
what has been aglbrved on a particular group of people and their culture (Naidoo, 2012;
Murchison, 2010; Hammersley and Atkinson, 1983). Ethnography, therefore, attempts to respond
to the question of comprehending complex and
know it in a particular way, as a participant observer or learner under consideration. As a
gualitative research design, it is underpinned in the constructivist or interpretivist worldview and
philosophy(Edwardsand Skinners, 2Q0). An interpretivist aproach to research dwells on
purposeful investigation of smaller samples to gain deeper insights into a phenomenoan@ong
Cross Francis, 2020), as opposed to positivist research. The purpose of this approach to research
is not necessarily generalizatidmence qualitative researchers do not use large sample sizes to
investigate social phenomen(ifroeze, 2012).

The most significant characteristic of thldesignis the importance it places on context and
subjective interpretation. The purpose of qualiapproach to research is to generate a complex
understanding of human behawio Therefore, rather than being concerned with measuring
various variables, pieces of information, or attitudinal constructs, qualitative studies are typically
concerned withunderstanding how people make sense of their world, worldviews. Hence,
adopting a design that is rooted in the paradigms of ethnography for thisastadppropriate

in understanding the extent the decolonial lenses of African feminisms, FPE, and
(epistenological) cultural relativisnunpackhow water decision making in Bamboi is shaped by

the different layers of their worldviews and social interactions.

The rest of this section focuses on unpacking the foundation of decolonial feminist ethnography,
startng from the concept of decolonisation. The final part discusses the weaknesses of th

research design.

98



Quite recently, Manning (2018)aspreseedd e c ol oni al feministsd ethr
ethnography where researchers are conscious of their positond r epr esend4 ati on
out si der 6. Crdwteghoerndriyn g( 2t0Oou)t,s i @iemr Di desr t he proce
the ethnographers' transition and immerse themselves in the ethnographic field through repetitive
qguestioning of the ethnogyah i ¢ communityos cul tur al catego
established mf i n soi udt esrpodit®omality in section 2.

Decolonisation is the process of recognising that knowledge production and scholarship are
powerbound and currently framed alongcral lines Mohammed, 2026Thambinathan and

Kinsella, 2021), where Westernised and Eurocentric ideas dominat&/estern ideas. In that

regard, decolonial research rests in decolonjalitych is embedded in opening unique forms of
knowledge with theien of dispelling Western and Eurocentric thoughts as the only framework

and means for knowledge production (Mign@od Walsh, 2018;de SousaSantos, 2015).
Furthermore, decolonial research adapts the questioning lines of Kilomba (2831 ; A Wh at
knowledge has been made part of academic agendas? And what knowledge has not? Whose
knowl edge is this? Who is acknowl edmgédtoft o hav
Spivak (2023): fACan the subaltern spaesahe?0 Con
point that the researcher recognises the coloniality of dominance forms of knowledge production

and their own positionality on the research environment and the outcomes of the research.

Since decolorsing research focuses omsettlingresearchriom Westernised views towards the

concerns and worldviews of ndestern pheres(Mohammed, 2026)the perspectives of the
previously 0Ot hefkrowiny)ard uredersganding teeorlp @miih,s2021). The
decolonisation research process seesdbearcher and the research as important components of

the research process and outcomes. Hence, Datta, (2Q)&rgued thati d e c satioo i an
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on-going process of becoming, unlearning, and relearning regarding who we are as researcher

and educatsfr and taking r es po nwistbThdmbitaihensandKiasellap ar t i
(2021) argued that decolonial researchers immersed in destiotpresearch process do not limit
themselves as scholars but take active roles. The arguments of Thambindtkarsalla (2021)

and Datta (2018) were the pivotal points of my immersion in Bamboi, where | participated in the
villagebds everyday I|Iife such as fetching wate
and cooking, attending certain church anddrals when invited, and &aster picnic organised

by the next southwards village, New Longoro, in conjunction with Bamboi. In these events, |
positioned myself as a participamttherthan a scholar who would have been taking notes and

asking questions.

Furthermore, Thambinathan and Kinsella (2021) argued that a decolonised research process

should be practiced along these four principles: exercising critical reflexivity, incorporating
reciprocity and r especdetermmoat iroens,e aerncbhr apcairntg cti hpe
ways of knowing and embodying a transformative praxis. These reflective principles guided the
fieldwork of this ethnography; relating with local people in ways that built trust, respect and
ownership of the research findi® by openly discussing research findings with village leaders

and entire village through an open forum at Bamboi Community Centre. The third principle
espoused by Thambinathan and Kinsella(2021) , fAembr acing the 6ot her(
drove myfocus to the localised and cosmic worldviews that shape local decisions on water
(especially as it relates to the BVR) in the village through the Priesthood safeguards of the
Koorafon (I have briefly discussed the Koorafon some sections of this chapter detdils at
ChapterSix). This shaped the themes of Chagex of the thesis. The rest of this section

discusses the lapses of an ethnographic study such as this.
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As with several qualitative research designs (Harry and Lipsky, 2014; Thomps@nhs@dbias

case studies, the representative and generalisation of the findings of ethnographic works have
often been doubted due to the smaller nature of the sample size as compared to designs such as
experimental studies (Aspers and Corte, 2019; Hammersle§; Beinmersley and Atkinson,

1983). To Silverman (2@, this can eliminate sensitive contextsat could have been
highlighted in frequency and central tendencies if a large sample size was Shadiselquently,

Sallee and Flood (2012) and Berg (2009)uarthat qualitative research comparatively ssffer
credibility.

However, one of the main strategies for overcoming the challenges of qualitative research such
as ethnography is the use of triangulation. Triangulation is the use of different methods and
diverse participants to validate the data taken (Yin, 20R8gardless, unlike other qualitative
research designs, the strengtrethnographys in theuse of different data collection methods

and instruments. These methods and instruments complemeriottialls of each otheland

serve agriangulationstrategiesTo that effect, the study used different data collection methods
which includel IDIs with Key Informants (KIs) angbarticipant observation to triangulate data
taken during the fieldwork. As sh, the incidence of eluding sensitive contexts and the credibility

of research is out of context.

Furthermore, the longevity of a research process coupled with multiple data collection methods
improves the validity of data collected. Due to thenenthspan of this ethnography, | was
present in the village to validate the dates and times of events and festival quoted by some key
informants. For instance, Key Informant had revealed in an interview that the annual
sanctification of the BVR usually togidlace in a day within April and June. However, it was

rather done in the month of February during the ethnography, invalidating the earlier response of
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the Key InformantThis became a point for further follewps with various key informants on

the changeén the annual sanctification date. It was during this triangulation that it was revealed
the sanctification is supposed to take place in tisequarter of each year to appreci@owi
(Almighty God) and the cosmic world (ancestors and spirits) ®ithter/natural resources and
bumper harvest. However, due to the lack of consistent funds to purchase items for the rituals
such as the white ram (in Chap®k, | detail the items), the event is usually postponed until the
items are gotten through doimats or contributions from the village residents. Approaching this
study through a survey might have missed this reality andanaund of information that
participant observation offered to this research. This was reflective for reorganising questions an

improving data validity.

3.2 Research positionality

Research positionaliteflectst he r esearcher 6s self in terms of
personal attributes that influence his or her resefairan et al., 2025)In ethnography,
positiorality implies the interconnectedness of the different layers of personal experience
connected to conducting research. Thus, it embodies the psychological, emotional, relational,
experiential, ontological and ethical dimensions, arising from the reseanghigiie subjectivity

and the specific time and space in which he or she is positioned. These are reflected in-the socio
cultural attributes, political orientation, values, and belief systems, intersectional attributes:
gender, class, and caste, and howe @ situated powewise in the research process; data
generated and how it is presented (Rios and Patel, 2023).

Positioning oneself is situational; it is a matter of who one is dealing with and who one is. The
position of the ethnographer is medtimensonal and multisituated Thus, esearch positionality

enhances researchers' ability to come to terms with the reality that the knowledge generated from
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thefield is situated and their identity plays an extricable role in the research and the research
process.

Based on the reflections above, | positioyself in this ethnography as a young Ghanaian woman
with fluid and dynamic socio economic charact
Region and later lived in the Upper West Region for my undergraduate and postgraduate studies
before relocatingo Leeds, United Kingdom in 2021 to pursue this PhD. Although | was a
full time student and formally unempl oyed dur
me in a position of significant economic privilege relative to both rural and urban coimexts

Ghana. In Bamboi, this translated into an income level comparable to high earners in the village.
Conscious of the power embedded in such perceived economic privilege, | deliberately moderated

my lifestyle particularly the technologies | used and tizure of my daily purchasés avoid

projecting an elevated social status. This was essential for reducing hierarchical perceptions and
fostering more balanced, open engagements with participants.

Finally, at the time of this ethnography, | was in my e#hirties. In the Ghanaian context, a

30 year old is stillandoénheindpreredeavidgyyoasgapeérch
with older adults. Acknowledging this age hierarchy, | was intentional about sustaining the interest

and trust of oldekey informants. Ethnicity also shaped my positionality. Although Ghana is
ethnically diverse and largely harmonious, sharp cultural differences, reinforced by colonial
histories, have produced subtle hierarchies in wéachesoutherrethnicities includng the Akan,

often hegemonicallyperceive themselves as culturafisuperiod to the ethnicities of tha@orth.

As an Akan womarand a predominant Twi speakeérwas aware of how this identity could

influence perceptions of me in Bampand the entirelata co-production For instance, espite

having lived and studied in novtlesternGhana since 2012 and having basic proficiendyaale
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| could not speak Mo/Deg, thimdigenouslanguageof Bamboi Whilst communication was
facilitated through Asante Twi ariBbno (which are norMo languagesut widely spoken byhe
Mo/Deg), | recognised that relying on these languages risked missing culturally embedded
expressions, especially proverbs and idioms central to Mo/Deg worldvidotemmed (2026)
warns about thisigk. This linguistic limitation was therefore an important dimension of my
positionality in the fieldthatl had to sensitively navigate by relying on e language prowess

of my native research assistance.

3.3 Choosing the ethnographic field, Bamboi

Choosing a field site is one of the most consequential decisions in ethnography (Walford, 2001)
This is because it shapes the depth, quality, and relevance of the data colléeesisno

universal formula for selecting a sitdowever,the key criterionis whether a location offers

sufficient richness to address the research @iredford, 2001) Guided by this, | relied on my

|l ong standing encounters with Bhesubsequentatextd i t s

explains my encounters with Bamlaoid decisiorto select it for this ethnography

During my frequent journeys from the Ashanti Region to the Upper West Region, | was always
captivated by the Black Volta River as the bus crossed the Baridge (on the TrandECOWAS

Road linking major citie such as Kumasi, Techiman, Wenchi, Bole and Wa to Burkina Faso)
symbolicpoint dividing the northern and middle belts of Ghana. Within minutes of crossing the
bridge, the road enters Bamboi, a village whose identity is inseparable from thglyiaeademic

grounding in northern Ghana from 2012 onwards further shaped my interest. Years of living in the
northwestern Ghanrex posed me to the regionds chronic we
of accessing communal water sourcéssues that initiayl appeared to reflect simple migiemale

divides but later revealed deeper intersectional complexities.
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Bamboi emerged as an ideal site because of its proximity to the BlackRiedisandits central

role in the vill age dhis wasorintavestgohtliyesreseaech dud ta thel s c a |
possibility of accessing and assessing divkveele x per i ences on O0f or mal 6
governance strategieRiverine settlementsy Ghanasuch as Bamboi host layered interactions
between formal and informal water governance systems, making them fertile ground for examining

|l ived experiences at the iIintersection of gend
wat er r dHoataeidtiesingludirg fishing, farming, trading, transportation, and food

servicedurther enhanced its suitability.

Finally, Bamboi 6s | ingui st iamd situated chg positprlitys t r e n
Although Deg/Mo is the native languagesante Twi is widely spoken. As a native Twi speaker,
this fostered immersion amdducedhelinguistic barriersand the risk of interpretive distortions

that muld arise when relying heavily on assistants for translation.

3.4 Study population, unit of analysis sampling and sample size determination

Study population comprises the individuals whose experiences are analyssgabimsd®d research
guestiongo give meaning to a phenomendireflects the entity from which data are generated to
address theocial science problem under investigation (CastetBaidier, 2021). Salkind (2010)
describes this as thait of analysisthe foundation on which research claims are substantiated.
Hence, they constitute the entities from whom data is generatedajgngpriate data collection
instrumentdDepending on the research problem and design, the unit of analysis may be a case, an
individual, a group (Yin, 2014), or their lived experiences (Dieumegard et al.; By and

Cross Francis, 2020with its defnition shaped by the nature of the inquiry (CaséeelBridier,

2021).
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Consequentlythe unit of analysidor this researcincluded all residents of Bamboi as well as
actors outside the vill age, inclidngLlocalfGouerameate wat
Officials of the Bole District, the Bui Power Authority, and CWSA officials in New Longoro.
Although New Longoro wasat a direct study site, its proximity, Mo ethnicity, and shared social
infrastructure with Bamboas well as the oversight role of its CWSA office over the Balsoi
prospectivs ma | | t o wn neeessitated ocsagisntl eefarence tovilfege in this thesis.

The rest of this section discusses sampling and sample size processes.

Sampling and sample size determination were gl
under sampling, which can waste r eta,a®2028)h r eso
Whilst selecting participants in qualitative research is relatively straightforward, debates persist
regarding when sampling is considered complete (Blaikie, 2018; Morse, 2000), especially given
the researcher 6s s ncligior ant exelusiondRorzsols et al.n2019)athis ut i
study used non probability sampling, sel ecti |
knowledge of water governance in Bambdan-probability sampling may occur accidentally or

through targeted sattion(Nyimbili and Nyimbili, 2024; Campbell et al., 202@ccordingly, the

study employed a blend of purposive sampling s ed on r e s p panddagadéntald r e | ¢
sampling occurring througheattime spontaneous encounters at public foruig) n-t e e e 0

conversationywater points such as taps and the BVR, and informal gatherings

Saturation determined the point at which data collection ceased. It marks the moment when
information becomes sufficiently rich to explain the phenomenon and answer sttercre
guestions (Sarfo et al., 2021; Creswaaild Poth, 2016). However, as Sarfo et al. (2021) argue,

saturation must be considered alongside research objectives, sampling approach, and participant
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quality. Therefore, this ethnography integrated saturatiesearch aims, and the relevance of

respondents across all phases of data collection.

3.5 Data collection methods and instruments

3.5.1 Doing fieldwork

Fieldwork is central to qualitative research designs (Asped€orte, 2019) and is foundational

to ethnography (Hammersley, 2018). It constitutes a mode of perception through which places are
directly experienced, interpreted, theorised, and rendered communicable ma d ¢o ther e a |l 06
researcher (Kombe et al., 2019). Within ethnography, fieldwoak epistemic and ontological

practice rathertham mec hani cal d atThus,tentails eyoroumtellectualanelr c i s e
imaginative engagement with embodied encounters in the, fibliugh which primary

et hnographic materials are co pthroughpastieigant and i

observation(Whitehead, 2005).

Fieldwork also enables the ethnographer to in
rhythms of esettlementincluding how these patterns shift across different times of the day, week,

or yearto organise evenay life (Whitehead, 2005)Accordingly, |1 undertook ten months of
continuous residence in Bamboi. This prolonged immersion made legible the seasonality of water
availability and scarcity and the ways these fluctuations pattern everyday water decisions and
broader configurations of water governance in the village. Figure 2 sets out the fieldwork plan

that structured this ethnography.
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Field Entry Pre-Fieldwork Fieldwork
. Participant Observation | Validation
28/08/22 - 30/09/22 Recognisance Interviews
28/08/22 etk 21/09/22 Consent Pre-Exit Exiting Village Through GKs
Arrived Recruited FA Visited DA

Key:

DA - District Assembly
FA - Field Assistant

GKs - Gate Keepers

Figure 2: Roadmap to ethnographic fieldwork in Bamboi, Bole Districhana

Source Aut hsiruabs con
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35.1.1 Fieldnotes

Fieldnotes are written accounts tleatrythe reader into the field'hey present detailed written
accounts of observations made about people, places, social events, and conversations (organised
and spontaneous), describing wktaé ethnographer experienced, looked, listened to, felt, and
thought (ColeandThomson, 20&). Crafting fieldnotes involves finding and responding to the
rhythm and atmosphere and acknowledging what it is to be in a place and close to people, as well
as fow it feels to have a place and to be changed by the people met in that place.

Reyes (208) argues that making fieldnotes more descriptive entarls elaboration of
observations and reflections made in the field, and thisually more balanced thaengonal
fieldnotes. In descriptive fieldnotes, the ethnographer describes selected episode(s), person(s),
place(s), or conversation(s) in considerable detail, focusing on particular aspects of the field.
Descriptive fieldnotes help the ethnographer getihé scene through figurative and interesting
writing, thereby making the fieldnotes more engaging (Reyes3)2U0hus, being descriptive in

writing fieldnotes transcends mere record of raw data being deeply imaginative and
interpretive, landing reauds to the field as if they were there. V¢hthe ethnographer may not

be able to turn everything seen and heard into text, descriptive writing can push the ether
boundaries to evoke a texture, weight and clamad the field in ways that invite participan

and allow for a plurality of interpretations.
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FIPNCGESZEAINYY OF Bamio)
v~ SHHeas o> D
ISeine -'i’i?_‘-ﬂ_\’ ! Ceonpdentio

Figure 3: Field notebook of Bamboi

Source Fieldwork (202223).

Fieldnote is therefore one thfe instrumentsised to gather data to write this ethnographic piece.

Mindful of e hi c al obligations, I clearly marked my
confidential and neaccessstored it securely, and routinely transferred entries into a protected

digital field report. The fieldnotes also became a reflexive tool that sisapedquent interviews:

gaps identified in earlier entries informed
remain dynamic, responsive and grounded in unfolding field realities rather than predetermined
scripts Being conscious of the decolonialdentones of tis research, being flexible amending

guestions to suit field realities and previous responggsways of giving research autonomy

and direction to the local people and their realities.
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3.5.2 Participant observation

Observation is an ingstant data collection method in ethnography (Neumaiy;2Whitehead,

2005; Hammersley and Atkinson, 1983). It is the starting point of ethnography because the
ethnographer begins to observe and be observed immediately after there is an entry into the
ethnographic site (Hammersley, 2018). Wacquant (2009) argued that observation is synonymous
with immersion in ethnography. Participant observation is a typical methodological approach to
ethnography and many anthropological and sociological studies (Kawgbdt?;, Neuman,

2014).

According to Marshall and Rossman (2)lobservation is the systematic process in which
events, behaviours, and artefacts of a social setting are described. Although observation is often
associated with sight, in its purest formhreigraphers use all their sensghich include sight,

hearing, smell, taste, and fegs (emotions/touch), to higher levels to understand the cultural
environment in which they are studying and living (Whitehead, 2005). Observation also serves
as a triagulation strategy to improve the credibility and validity of this study as suggested by
Yin (2009). Being a participant observer in Bamboi, | was conscious of attending public events
of the villagebés interest to telyimmerseimonuhe!l v bui
villagebs soci al patterns, and gather i mporta
such as funeral rites are important part of the Ghana rites of passage. In some southern Ghana
ethnicities such as the Akan (especittlig Asante), it is a whole economic investment (3egzi

et al., 2020 De Witte, 2003 Joining bereaved families to mourn their deceased is considered a
good gesture and often appreciated with food, drinks and -@reaee appreciation after the

funeral Knowing this character of the Ghanaian society, | actively participated in the funeral

celebration of thevaterpriestess, who had diedfew days after an interview with her.
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3.5.2.1 Observation checklist

| developed an observation guide/checklist befine fieldwork. This was used to gather first
hand information on the water resources and thetalapy lives around water access and
availability within Bamboi. Data gathered with the checklist was recorded in my field notebook.
Where appropriate, | sght the consent of people in any scenario | observed to snap pictures,

which weresubsequently stored on my University's OneDrive and standalone device.

3.5.3 In-depth interviews (IDIs) with Key Informants (KIs)

In ethnography, an interview is synonymauith faceto-face discussions between the researcher

and participants on their perspectives, views, opinions and ideas on the research subject
(Whitehead, 2005)Schostak (2005) argues that it would be a deception to assume that interview

is a process wherthe researcher mines data. It is a process where there is a clash of opinions and
perspectives between the interviewee and the
omi ned and wor | dvWhlstiater(e®sare generia degtior2odtlleFareo-

face interactions between the researcher and participants,-deptim interview (IDI) is an
interview technique that involves conducting intensive individual interviews with a small number

of respondents to explore and understaedt tituated perspectives, worldviews and experiences

on a particular idea, programme, or situation (Boyce and Neale, 2006). IDIs offer researchers a
comprehensive picture (rather than a snapshot) of how issues or situations eg@iranthe

way theydo (Boyce and Neale, 2006). The primary advantage of-depth interview for this

study was to provide flexibility and detailed information about the research subjgcissat er 0,
Afdecimakomg/ governanceo, dAinterseéectl DbDhalibhiehoDd

wereused to engage water stakeholders and informants to be at ease in raising, responding and
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discussing questions on the politics of participation regarding everyday dedesion and

governance in general.

3.5.3.1 In-depth intervew/ key informant guides

Various instruments were used the indepth interviewsWhen indepth interviews were
conducted for key informants (KIs), a Kl guideathad been designed prior to the fieldwork was
used to guide the interviews. Different Klides were designed based on the nature of the key
informant being targeted for information. For instance, a peculiar guide was designed for the
interview with internal key informants such as the | | aunel @fslders, the Water Priests

and other knovedgeable persons on water decisions in Bamboi such as oral historians in the
village. Also, another Kl guide was designed for informants from Government subsidiaries such
as the respondesfrom the Planning and Engineering Departments in the Bole Risssembly

and CWSA In addition, a KI guide was designed for interviews with identified academics
working on water governance in Northern Ghana. In the introductory period of this ethnography,
this Kl guide was used in the interview of two academics eejagwater governance for over

a decade who are basatlSDD-UBIDS. The interview with these academipsecededthe
fieldwork and guided my qugening on the fieldThe essence of the different interview guides
was to provide a tailored interview struatuhat was appropriate in-gpooducing responses from
different stakeholders who have unique experiences, interests and knowledge of the realities of
the politics surrounding gender mainstreaming, intersectionalities and water governance within

the Northen Ghana landscape.

3.5.4 Auxiliary data collection methods

Beyond the fieldwork, participant observation and intervjelveelied on life historiesand

informal conversations to understaissues deepeand eavesdropn unplanned interviews
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respectively Life histoty interviews ofsome personalities in Bambwiere usedto understand

how their life has uniquely positioned them in the decisi@king spaces of the villagé.
conductedour life history interviews Two werewith Naa Tiyaaand her sisterknown in the
village asKasaftK These were older people with apecified leadershipesponsibilities in the
village butwere considered wellersel in the history of the villageHence,theywereheld in
higher esteem by most of the people | endadgésually, people | engaged on thistory of
Bamboiand water decisionswoutdime:igo and tal k to Naa Tiyaa.
information about all you are askingler sisterK a s g dlso khows a lot, bighe will boe you
withlongconver sati onso

As a decolonial feministthnographer, | needed to know all that they did not WastfdOto

bore me withUntil | had stayed in Bamboi fajuite a longer perigd had assumebiaa Tiyaa

was the Water Priestess duethe references made of her by many of my initial contacts
including some members of the village council of eldensn | wanted to know more about the
BVR and gendered relationsler sisterwas also engaged on her life history rtake an
intersectionalargument bout the differential perceptions the village asaile old agei@
ChapterFive; section 3.1, | discuss tIs).

The third life history interview was with the water priestess, Koraa Yaa Kumah. This history was
important in understanding the uniqueness of her role and how it positions her to disrupt the
problematic gazes of mainstream feministdsr interview was instrumental in the analysis in
Chapter Seven.

Thefourth life history was from a neighbour afman in his midorties who is a return migrant

in the village after workingat the Bui Power Authdy until he had an accident. At the point of

the ethnography, he was mentally challenged butresgsonsible for his persongpkeepwhich
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he eloquently delivered each day. His history was important to unpack the intersectional
privilegesby differently positionedmenand migrants in the village. | pseudonymised him as

i Mat t hhapterFiverf5.3.7)

Asidefrom life histories,| engaged in various informal conversations vpéoplein matters that

| found interesting to the research subjeSince | ha employed participant observation,
immersing in the village meant joining in the everyday life of the village such as going to the
vill age6s maoonda myhainsénscing, visiting friends | had made at their shops
and randomly moving tlough the village at some timeBhe conversations in such everyday

living were not structured as interviews, but some became important in making analytical

narratives. Others were the basis for schedulirdgjoth interviews.

Figure 4. A random informal conversation in Bamboi

Source Fieldwork (202223).
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Finally, this ethnography relied primarily on the lived experiences, everyday practices, and
narratives of residents of Bamboi, as well as the agencies that directly engafiagbenvivater
provision and decision making. Given the rich
the Bole District Assembly (the local government authority), and the CWS#articularly
regarding t he Government ce$ onGilatarngpv@mancs t r at e g
nati onal l evel institutions that do not opera
Commission, were not interviewdadr primary data Similarly, international bodies such as the

United Nations were not engaged foinpary data. Nonetheless, relevant GoG policy briefs,
ministerial reports on water and gender in Ghana, and key UN documents were reviewed to
provide analytical and contextual grounding for the stiiithg perusal of the UN documents, for

example, produceché opening quotatio(seesection 1.0. Addi ti onal | vy, during
stage, | participated in a purposively selected focus group organised by the Water@Leeds Group

to engage with the UN Special Rapporteur on Water Security. Reflections from this meeting
offered valuable insights into globgolicy gaps and challenges in water provision and

governance, which further informed the analysis presented in this thesis.

3.6 Obtaining ethical clearance and ensuringn ethical ethnography

| applied for ethical clearance from the University of Leedsids Committee (Business,
Environment and Social SciencefAREA). As a result, the study adhered to the University of
Leedsd ethical standards in doing social scie
included confidentiality of the respos es gi ven, the anonymity of
removing identifies from quoted responses, informed consent by seeking verbal -werizai

consent from targeted informants and interviewees before interviews or conversations except in

public forumsr espect for respondentsd wel fare and re
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responsesExcept in the analysis of the life hisies of the Water Priestes$\yaa Tiyaa and her
sister,Kasafd) anda descriptionof a placérom my native research assistésgesection 5.3.7)

all the respondents were anonymised ougsaymised.

I n relation to respect for respondentsd wel f.
respondent was né¢eling well within a scheduled period of interview or during the interview

session, would reschedule the interview and possibly support the respondent to seek medical
assistance, if requireghd consentetb. On the field, this was practicalised wheancountered

an aged key informant who was grieving at the time of a scheduled interview. We (including my

two research assistants) were trapped between leaving her alone or just being arnougrieher

as she was alone in her thatch houseadlethe cecisionthat we will bewith her as she was not
comfortable when we bid her goodbye. We sat by her as she narrated her ordeal of losing close
relatives, with a recent one that hit her badly. She teared up for a while and started engaging us

in stories abouthe village's history and that aeighbouringvillages. In few minutesher
countenance had changed, as she was smiling at some point. Whilst this was a good sign, |
understand that grieving is a constellation of cognitive, emotional, and behavioangesh

occurring in response to loss (Benner, 19K8ibler-Ross (2014) proposes a figeage model of

grief; denial, anger, bargaining, depression, arxkptanceyhich do not necessarily occur in a
predetermined order. T h u sreaét w e¢he gpme lbsmdifferenand f or
stageso (Avis et adlapsingto2déep frjef, we Tsoughtapermission th e r
reschedul e the interview to another date. I n

demise.

117



3.7 Planning village entry and gaining access to participants

Access in ethnographic fieldwork is always negotiafBuis requires the researcher to deploy
interpersonal skillancluding respect, empathy, and adherence to local protdooisavigate

everyday interactions (HammerglandAtkinson, 1983). Field entrig animportantmomentfor
ethnographerdt begins withamout si der 6 establishing | egiti m:
and responding to the questions, gazes, and curiosity of community members (Whitehead, 2005).
This process is mediated by gatekeepuaisidingchiefs, religious leaders, traditional priests, local
authorities and othemsho control access to key social spaces and information (Hammarsley

Atkinson, 1983). Maintaining balanced relations with thesi®ra is essential to avoid being

entangled in existing gatekeeper rivalries while still securing their endorsement.

An et hnographerd6s acceptance by the gatekeepe
ethnographic workHence, myinitial entry it o Bamb o i was facilitated
representative and the Bamboi Palace council of elders. This council comprised male gate heads
and their female counterparts (hankoora) across the six Mo gates (see Chapter Six), as well as
respected custodiamg customary knowledge such as Water Narrator whose lineage spans

the Koorafon and Haritinafon gates. Although my initial plan was to gmaurghthe Bole District
Assemblyai decentralised administrative body serving populations up to 75,000, @B3%$)

this option was not feasible because | arrived on a weekend when the Assembly wag biosed.

aim of entering Bamboi through the district assembly was to have access to the contact information

of the elected local government officer of Bamboialbcreferred as Assemblyman or woman

(usually elected in charge of a basic unit of local governance locality such as a village, town or
part of a town).This option would have eliminated the procedures and protticaisvould be

required in entering thraggh traditional authorities like chiefslowever relying on Assembly
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members, who are often aligned with partisan politics (primarily NPP or NDC), risked

complicating early engagements.

Instead, access was strengthened through a native of Baralbei cne of my research assistants

(also an alumnus of UDS) who already had strong ties with key gatekeepers, including the
Chiefdés representative, Water Priests, and t hi
the initial suspicion often direaleat outsidersNor t h er n  Gstaading éxposuream g
university | ed field training, particularly t|
Field Practical Programme (TTFPP), has maeiglementgenerally welcoming to researchers.

As aformer UDS student who had undertaken fieldwork in Wa Municipality and Larabanga,
entering a northern Ghanaian settl ement did n

out sider . o

Nevertheless, | dedicated the first monthttod fieldwork to sysematic introductions and deep
reconnaissance. Living in Bamboi during this period enabled me to familiarise myself with local
politics, power dynamics, waterse practices, and the rhythms of everyday life. Immersing myself

in daily water collection, obséing sources, and understanding patterns of availability provided a
critical foundation for grasping the complex social and ecological dynamics shaping the research

context.

3.8 Staying and researching in Bamboi

This sectiorunpackghe processes of enieg, staying and strategies of immagwithin the

ethnographic settlement, Bamboi.
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3.8.1 Arriving at the ethnographic sitei Bamboi

| travelled from Wenchi to Bamboi at 1:52n on Sunday, 28 August 2022, accompanied by my
younger brother, who later becanone of my research assistants. His involvement in the
exploratory stage was intentional: he was available at the time, and travelling with him mitigated
concerns around accommodation uncertainties, personal safety, and existing health challenges. His
presence therefore reduced anxiand proved invaluable during field entry. Beyond safety, he

also provided an organic social network in Bamboi, as he had a former clagssDegéVio native

whose extended family still lived in the village. This connectifiared a useful starting point for
establishing initial contacts on the day of arrival. My familiarity with the Bamboi route, gained
through frequent travel to the Upper West Region between 2012 and 2018, further eased the
transition into the field. Inhe di scussi on that foll ows, Al o an

reflect either my solo activities or tasks undertaken with my research assistants.

We arrived in Bamboi around 228m. The initi al contact arrange
was unreagable, but drawing on prior knowledge of the village, | quickly located a guest house.

This accommodation served as my base for six days until | was able to connect with the family of

my brotherbés friend, who | at er dupatoo of frebkdwonky et hn
Around the same period, Raymona native of Bamboi and my eventual villalgased research

assistant visited me at the guest house and accompanied me to meet key members of the family

and village gatekeepers. Wstihopeful for apositive reception, | remained reflexive about the
dynamics of field entry and the early observations | needed to begin documenting. Each day of

interaction gradually deepened my immersion.

3 Kaplan (1992) unbundles the strategies of reducing field study anxieties.
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In the first days, we encountered curious gazes, as residentsdseesure whether we were
transienttravellersgi ven t he high volume of passengers w
Roadi or new entrants to thsettlementThese reactions signalled the beginning of our negotiation

of presence.

Working with my brother as a research assistant required guidingohaxopt ethnographic
sensibilities, even though both of us were alumni of the UDS and participants of its TTFPP. This
shared background eased the process, as he was already familiar with field conduct and community
engagement. Significantly, my villagesed research assistant was also a UDS alumnus with

TTFPP experience, which facilitated alignment in our approaches to immersion.

Although he was a native and therefore accustomed to the layers of authority and everyday
relations in Bamboi, | regularly remded him of the methodological need for gradual immersion
before initiating major interviews. | shared my fieldwork roadmap (Figuneith him, which
enhanced our coordination and allowed us to navigate the field with greater flexibility and
intentionalily. This information sharing was important set the grounds for the village entry. The

next section unpacks the village gnéind immersion processes.

3.8.2 Processes of village entry and immersion

Raymond, my village based research assistant,
o0caretakerdo chief and his elders, and as we &
introduction meant, not just formally, but emotionally. Thigswmy first moment of becoming

visible to the people whose everyday lives | hoped to learn from. | knew that how | entered would
shape what | could later see, hear, and underséentisatbefore the elders, | felt an instinctive

need to locate myself imays that would resonate with them. | deliberately highlighted my paternal
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hometown, only a few miles from Bamboi. This was not a casual detail; | was consciously drawing

on the cultural proximity between the Mo and the Bono/Akan, especially their shhactide of
enstoolmentather thanenskinmentin that moment, | realised how identity works as both a
resource and a vulnerability in ethnographic
rather than a total outsider softened the atmosphere;dcofle el t he el der sdé exp

polite distance to a more open curiosity.

Figure 5: With my native research assistant, waiting to meet the Council of Palace elders

Source Fieldwork, 2022.

However, even with this proxinty, | found myself renegotiating expectations. Many elders
assumed | had come with questionnaires or an intervention pragssumptions shaped by their

long encounters with NGOs and philanthropists. Their expectations made me acutely aware of
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how easy researchers are folded into broader histories of development promises. | had to gently
but repeatedly clarify that | was not bringing a borehole, a well, or any tangible product. This was
an academic ethnography and explaining that sometimes feltreselling layers of hope,

di sappointment, and assumptions about what #dar

During my first month, this clarification bec
reset expectations while also understanding how developmemiters had already shaped what
people imagined | was there to do. In this sense, my research started long before any formal

observationi it began with listening to what people thought | represented.

As part of my familiarisation, | walked with my adsists to the BVR. That walk stays with me.

The riverbank was alive: women washing clotiesome for their households, others as
commercial work; young and older men (betw&8rand 60 yearsjasting their netsnotorking
operators hauling water in largallons for sale. Whilst | observed these scenes, | was struck by
how gender, age, labour, and social positioning were already quietly inscribed in the rhythms of
the river. These early observations reminded me that intersectionality was not somethifdy | wo
Aappl yo | aiitevas righhtheee imdérdntyoEnesshaping who did what, who had access,

and whose presence appeared ordinary or exceptional.

Those first days in Bamboi revolved around: how | was seen, how | wanted to be seen, and the
delicate balance between researcher, stranger, neighbour, and woman. They formed the foundation

of the ethnographic relationships that would guide the rest of my fieldwork.

4 A form of tricycle used for local transportation in several parts of Ghana
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Figure 6: Informal conversation with a group of commerciater contractors at the BVR

Source Fieldwork, 2022.

38 3 Meeting the fAcaretakero Chief and the pal
Meeting the caretaker Chief and his council of elders became a routine part of my entry into
Bamboi. These encounters were not formal di ences but moments of re
allowed me to ease into the social and political rhythms of the village. Although Bamboi carries

the energy of an urban tradinghsbhaped by its position ,isl ong t
residents stilanchor authority in traditional structures, especially the chief, elders and older men.
Mai ntaining regular contact with the Chiefds
central to establishing trust and signalling respect.
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Figure7:Fi r st meeti ng eprdsenBtvant) tbe couscil & élders f

Source Fieldwork, 2022

Over time, these interactions grew into a warm, reciprocal relationship. The elders began to request
conversations with me, and | wawsited into significant cultural spaces, including the palace
picture gallery (Figure 8), where portraits of past and neighbouring chiefs are displayed. These
invitations signalled that | was no longer seen only as a visitor but as someone with whom they
wished to share aspects of their history and identiyh this foundation of familiarity and trust,

| then began scheduling formal interviews. By this point, participants clearly understood the

purpose of the research, the use of the data, and hadmfivened consent to participate.
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Figure 8: Picture galleryof the BamboiPalace

Source Fieldwork, 2022.

3.8.4 Meeting the Bamboi hankoora (Queen mother) and her elders

As part of my introduction to the village, | met the Bainankoora(queenmother). She had not

=y

been present during my initial me et iYaagafow i t
hankoora stood in for her. The Yaarafon is one of the key family gates in Badiboussed
further in Chapter Six ard is the chieftaincy gate from which male descendants assume the

villaged paramountcy while female descendants beclamkoora
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I n | ater conversations, the Bamboi hankoora c
was not a fixed rule but asdiretionary choice determined by availability. Her proxiritiving

closer to the Bamboi hankodiaa | so made her a practical stand
recurring substitution and learned that, although both the chief and the Bamboi hankoora originate
from the Yaarafon, the gate independently contributes its own male and female dlu=psiace

council. Thus, the Yaarafon hankoora holds her own seat but temporarily assumes the Bamboi

hankoorads role when formally requested.

My discussions with the Bamboi hankoora and her elders revealed the gendered structure of
representation at thalace. Only one seat is formally allocated to woindgre Bamboha n k o or a 6 s
seat. All other female elders attend as representatives of their respective gates, paired with their
male gate heads. In practice, however, during all the palace meetings Igtterigéhe Yaarafon
hankoora was present; the rest were absent due to old age, ill health, or conflicting domestic and

economic responsibilities. These roles are inherited and not easily relinquished.

Interestingly, similar constraints affected male eddget they had regents who represented them
funli ke the women. For exampl e, both the Yaar
represented by regents because their actual heads were incapacitated. This reinforced the implicit

hierarchy that malespresentation was indispensable, while female presence was optional.

This dynamic became analytically important for this study. The Yaarafon hankoora explained that
when a male gate head attends a meeti repe he i
would have already consulted the hankoora an:
absence was framed as inconsequential. Moreover, most women are traders, and palace meetings

are held during trading hours; attending would mean losing incomereeas their views would
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stil be conveyed through their male gate head. Her explanation resonates with
Di kito Wacht mei sterds (2000) observation fro

committee meetings is often constrained by competing livelihoodmssplities

38 5 Meeting the ARiver/ Water Priesto

During the introductory phase of the fieldwork, several villagerduding the palace elders
consistently referred me to the water/river pr
theme. hr oughout the thesi s, I use fAwater priest.
the custodian of the BVR6s customary governan
of the six Mo family gates discussed in Chapter Six) on the couneitlefs, he had been absent

during my initial palace visit, making an early visit to his residence essential. With assistance from

my native research assistant, | met him in the Koorafon section of the yékglegate maintains

its ancestral compound fbbations and periodic sacrifices

Our first conversation offered deep insight into his role as water priest, particularly the cosmic and
supernatural stewardship of the BVR expressed through sanctifications, totemic rules, and taboos.
His narratives beaame foundational for constructing the themes of Chapter Six and served as a

memory archive of the villageds metaphysical

Among the key taboos he outlined was the prohibition against fetching river water with dark or
smoke bl achkesnHealsocmphasiaad that menstruating women were barred from
approaching the river; they had to wait at the riverbank for others to fetch water on their behalf.
He further explained that the sanctification of the BVR is a mandatory annual rite llyypica

performed between April and June, to dppease
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actions that violate the rules governing access to and interaction with Nnaa Moo. Beyond this
annual ritual, the priest performs intermittent sanctificatiom address spontaneous violations
committed by villagers or travellers crossing the BVR via the Bamboi Bridge. For example, it is
forbidden for corpses or hearses to cross the river without prior libation and animal sacrifice.
Families transporting decsed relatives must therefore notify either the river priest or the river
narratofi a maternal Koora lineage member with historical knowledge of BVRirlie$ore being

permitted to cross the bridge.

Later in the ethnography, however, the annual saretidic occurred in February, contradicting

the earlier timeframe | had been given. This discrepancy prompted further interviews with the
water priest and other custodians of the rituaKey Informantclarified that, ideally, the rite is
performed at thetsart of the year to honour the riverod
ensure steady water supply and sustain livelihoods, including trade. This triangulation highlighted
the value of l ong term ethnographi artcipantmer si o

methods might have entirely missed such retrospective clarifications.

38. 6 Meeting the ARiver/ Water Narratoro

In addition, the Narrator indicated how the Bui Power Authority has affected the communal control
over theBVR at their enclave. Tom, t he Bui Dambés operation and
the release of thiéoodwater from the dam make their sanctification and supernatural signal tracing

on the river quite unclear. For instance, he revealed that the mob of dead fishésaksbhéthe

river until t he BheiasitBoaaspantaneous sacrifieentaappease thel rider

deity of a pending calamity against the village and other external users of the river such as
travelers. However, due to the operation/effects oBhieDam (particularly regarding release of

flood water), the incidence of mob of dead fishes and other aquatic lives are difficult to be
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associated with a call for spiritual sanctification or because of an unannounced spill over from the
dam. Consequentlyhe leaders involved the river safeguarding are almost always at a crossroad

on whether such a deadly ecological situation is an anthropogenic result (mainly associated with
the Bui Dam) or a sign from the cosmic world; something that was hithertoghfwavard alert.

This has created a state of uncertainty in their safeguarding responsibilities. To avoid this
uncertainty and a potential oversight on a signal from the cosmic world, they consult the river deity
from time to time on such scenes (sucmab of dead aquatic lives by the BVR banks) to confirm

whether its anthropogenic or a signal of pending calamity.

The river narrator is a key or al hi storian an:
spiritual and governance relations with Biack Volta River significantly informed Chapters Four

and Six. A maternal descendant of the Kooraond a patrilineal descendant of the Haritin&fon

he grew up learning from elderly custodiaginsnany now ancestor§n Chapter Six, | have

explained thevalue and space of an ancestor in the layers of natural resources decisions in Bamboi)

T about the beliefs, values, tabowsridviews, totemand decisiormaking norms through which

thevillage governs access to, use of, and control over the BVR.

Echoingt he river priest, he explained that althou
governed by strict taboos. Fridays are reserved for sacrifiaegnal offerings and libation that
invoke the r i veirduring whwhs residentara expdttedr tdé avgid the river.

However for those who cannot afford daily purchases from private taps or do not have storage,
abstaining from river access on such days is difficult, prompting some to visit the river regardless.

In Chapter Four, | havestussed the potable water problems in Bamboi and how the BVR serves

5 The gate that oversees the direct governance and safeguarding of the BVR.
6 The gate that oversees the direct governance and sanctification of the land resources of Bamboi.
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as a main source of water for the villagke noted that pollution and taboo violations were rare in
earlier periods, before the influence of Christianity and increasing urbanisatioaddthu

authority previously ascribed to the riveros

I n describing womendés roles in safeguarding t
Kumah, the river priestess responsible for preparing the grains used in the annifaiateomg

and Naa Tiyaa, an elderly Koorafon woman deeply committed to protecting thdni@rapter

Seven, Koora Yaa Kumah and Naa Tiyaadetail. Beyond these individuals, he emphasised
collective female participation in annual sanctification tigiiamarked by dancing, cooking, and

food offerings to the river deity. Al t hough |
stressed that both men and women are expected to participate in the ritual offerings, subtly

challenging local gendered assups.

He added that, until the recent commercialisation of river water via tricycles (motorking), women
were the primary daily users of the river for fetching water and laundering. Their frequent presence
meant they were most likely to witness unusualeappncesuch adigures or totems perceived

as manifestations of the river deity signalling the need for spiritual intervention.

He expressed the belief that the BVR is #fAfemi.|
Aprot ect i onfiom arbwningi Howeaeg leer asknowledged that drownings have

occurred and attributed changing river behaviour partly to the Bui Dam, which has altered flow
vol umes and undermined what he wunderstood as
regardedhe river as nurturing providing water, food, and sustaining the local econohoyhim,

Al é] mo t ht@ Although be fitstrdascribed the river as feminine, he later explained that

it can mani fest as a chil d, woman oOr ma n , or
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This contradiction underscores that gender, for the village, is not a fixed biolcafiegbry but a

fluid social construction attached to roles, behaviour and symbolic meaning.

He explained that beyond the annual rituals, most spontaneous sanctifications are triggered by
womends report s lodtrangerfiguses auddensapmridtds iofncopsodiles or
snakes, or other anomalies at the riverbank. $utieése reports intrigued me, the study could not
determine whether such encounters arise from supernatural sensitivity or are simply random

experiences accessible to anyone.

Finally, he described how the Bui Dam has complicated communal spiritual governance.
Previously, events such as unexplained masses of dead fish were read as clear spiritual warnings
requiring immediate rituals. Today, similar events may result from-iddoced dsturbances,

leaving river custodians unsure whether to treat them as ecological accidents or cosmic signals.
This ambiguity has created uncertainty in safeguarding practices, often compelling custodians to
consult the river deity repeatedly to avoid misliag potentially significant signét is within this

informal and formal water governance disconnections that | problematised IWRM led governance.

3.9Negotiating power relations in decolonial feminist ethnography

This section is aeflecion on how Inavigated power relations in the figldan essential element

of decolonial feminist ethnography (Manning, 2021). Power in ethnographic encounters is fluid
and continually negotiated (Rembulan et al., 2020), shaping how researchers and participants
engageacross divergent worldviews, knowledges, and lived experiences. Understanding these
relational dynamics in Bamboi was therefore central to my immersion. Although immersion is
foundational at the outset of any ethnography, it remains a continuous procagh tlhich trust,

accuracy, and ethical reflexivity are sustained (Harrington, 2015).
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Positioned as a young Akan/Asante woman from Kumasi, with the added layers of higher
education and affiliation with a Western university, | entered the field awarthésatintersecting
identities formed the initial lens through whiséttlementnight perceive me. Recognising this, |

paid close attention to how age, indigeneity, and social belonging structured interactions among
young people, elders, and newcomers imBai. Beginning with the identity categories most

salient at the village level allowed me to situate myself meaningfully within the social landscape.

A central feature of power negotiation in Bamboi concerned the relationship between young people
and eldes. Respect is not merely a social virtue but a performative practice: young people
demonstrate it by bending to greet adults, particularly those with authority such as the Chief and
the council of elders. Conversations with residents revealed that thisledlpractice is deeply
valued. Respect also takes the form of periodic visits to influegitlers, actshat function as
acknowledgements of their status. Although not compulsory, such visits can quietly shape future
opportunities, including politicabndorsement for positions such as assembly person or unit

committee member.

My conversation with a young male Assembly member from New Longoro illustrated this
dynamic vividly. His account showed that cultivating purposeful relationships with elders of
influence was not only socially prudent but strategically necessary for political and communal
legitimacy. Importantly, these practices do not eclipse other social mankkrding education,
literacy, networks, charisma, or perceived attractivenasieh dso intersect to shape power and

participation. These broader dynamics are further unpacked in Chapter Five.
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3.10 Exploring field challenges

This section outlines the challenges that emel
phaserevealedaps i n planning and pr e were raattimeassues whi | e
that stemmed from navigating language barriers, interpretation complexities, positionality, and
everyday human relations. T he p pattulaflyiderihgd p has

data analysis, writing, and maintaining relationships established in the field.

3.10.1 Intersectional challengesind language barriers

The intersectional challenges | encounteoedthe field stemmed from the interplay of my
biologicaland soci o cul tur al Il dentities. A persi st
sacred spaces associated with libation and river or land sanctificgattommn ey ar e mai nl vy
f or (s o,ome)Mo nadve gate head would tell.me I n B asmblagy, these spaces

are restricted to specific men, not because | was an outsider, but because | was aTl@man.
exclusion is a normalised everyday boundary for all women in the village; however, it posed a
methodological constraint for me as a papieit observer seeking to understand the spiritual

logics that underpin water stewardship. A male researcher would likely have been granted access
for academic purposes. The tension between gendered norms and ethnographic demands became

one of the earlieshdications of how power, knowledge, and cosmology intersect in the field.

Gendered expectations extended beyond sacred spaces into everyday domestic life. In Bamboi,
femininity is tightly linked to tasks such as water fetching, storage, cleaning, andgookles

not culturally expected of adult men. When my male research assistants supported me with these
tasks, their actions we byemypeghbousriheycantested thdinon c
assistance through faci al e X perieisisii,o nw6 aadhadn es unl

mmaa |, l'iterally, Aei i i1 [ e X p ruersnseido nmaol fe ss uirnptroi ¢



These perceptions made daily living a negotiation between cultural conformity and the

practicalities of conducting research.

Beyond gender, my layered identitywhat | describe as nsi der o uitalsdastapead | nsi
access.was an insider as a Ghanairaens i daenn to,u tasnidd earn
observer through my decolonial feminist ethnographic staflcese identity layers created a

complex fiction of belonging and ndrelonging.Only sustained presence dually softened the
boundaries of belonging, although tensions remaifed.instance, taa village forum on the

potential impacts of future gold mining along the BYIRhave detailed this in Chapters Fiye)
organisers initially assured me the discussiwaosld be held in Twi for my benefitlowever,at

critical moments, conversations shifted deliberately intole o ybuwwatul d not ,under s
one Key Informant would sayGuided by decolonial ethics and aware of my own linguistic
privilege as a speakeof a dominant national language (Twi), | refrained from demanding
interpretations. This was one moment where my sensory instincts as an ethnographer collided with

my commitment to honouring local communicative sovereignty.

Language further shaped thegasch process. Wisiimany participants engaged me comfortably

in Twi, interviews conducted solely in Deg/Mo required mediation by my research assistant. This
limtedmyabilt y t o pursue spontaneous f wedbalecuesthap que s
are essenti al i n qualitative research. Il nterp
availability and workload, which made timely analysis difficult. Nonketb&® immersion in

everyday village interactions gradually enabled me to develop a basic understanding of commonly
used Mo termsvhich were significant in the reselrsuch asanni (water) anchan(female) This

understandin@gllowed me to follow the flowof some conversations before translation. These
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linguistic gains, though modest, became an important part of navigating the multilingual terrain of

Bamboi.

3.10.2 Navigating ethnography, ethics and ethical approval boundaries

Obtaining ethical approval wasformal requirement at the University of Leeds; however, the
realities of fieldwork quickly tested several of its assumptions. Confidentiality proved
particularly challenging. Because my interview guide evolved through daily reflection, key
informants ofen referred me to others some of whom wanted to know what previous
participants had said. Upholding confidentiality meant refusing to disclose any information, yet
these refusals were sometimes misinterpreted as distrust. | had to continually nélgstiate
tension, reiterating the ethical commitments that protected all participants equally. Over time,
this consistency strengthened trust and encouraged respondents to share sensitive insights,

confident that their voices and identities were secure.

A secand ethical dilemma emerged at the intersection of local cosmologies and my own knowledge

of potable water risks. As documented in Chapter Six (Figure 43), a young woman drank directly
from the BVR, describing the wapirkual protactiort. he r i
Meanwhile,the UNICEF and WHO (2017) projected that there are 829,000 annual mortalities
caused by waterborne diarrho&dhilsth er expl anati on aligned with
framing of the river, my awareness of waterbatisease prevalenéeparticularly downstream in

the Volta Basiri created a moral tension between ethnographicimenference and potential

harm Navigating this boundary required careful judgment. Rather than directly challenging her

belief, | engagedte Chi ef 6s Representative to encour ag:
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health risks of drinking untreated river water. This approach allowed me to honour local

worldviews whiktaddressing a potentially IHi#areatening practice.

3.10.3 Localising and communicating research objectives

Localising the research objectives took time. As indicated in the fieldwork roadmap (Figure 2),

the first month of the ethnography focused on familiarising myself with the village and the wider
structures shaping waterasions. During introductory meetin@issuch as my first visit to the

palacei | outlined the studyds purpose. However,
including organisations like the Zakat Foundation, made it difficult for residents to distinguish
this resear coutfa ommo denle thAyhpaincdal o GhamaaTmestulyGO i nt
was initially perceived as action Jiosudcghasnat ed wo
water systeni rather than an academic exercise in collaborative knowledge production. This
assumption extended beyond the first month andimed continual clarification of the research
objectives. With time, expectations of material outcomes diminished, easing engagement with

participants.

Also,local i sing the <concept of Agender o proved
Oyewumi (1997)argues, Eurocentric gender categories often do not translate neatly into many
African context s, and this was evident i n Ba
repeatedly interpreted as han (female), rather than as the social constructiexpeuidtions
associated with being han (female) mtam (male). This narrow interpretation obscured the
relational dimensions of gender central to the study, requiring consistent explanation before the

research ideas were fully understood.
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3.10.4 Managing postfield relationships and kereavement of key participants

Post field relationships are integral to ethn
Afused and abandoned, 0 as often occurs in mor
intentional about honouring these relationships, maintainigglae communication became

di fficult once analysis and thesis writing be
whenever | could not return calls or messages from participants wishing to keep in touch. |
eventually explained my writing scheeéuhnd reassured them that completion of the thesis would

allow more time for conversatipan explanation many warmly accepted.

A more unexpected challenge was the loss of several key participants during and after fieldwork.

In earlier, shorter field progsexperiencesl had never rcounteredhe death ofespondents and

therefore had not anticipated the emotional weight such events would carry. In this ethnography,
however, it became a recurring reality. Within a week of our first engagement, thé®Régtess

passed away while | was still in Bamboi. After leaving the field, | received news of the deaths of

the Water Narratofa Key Informantand friend,and | at er , Naa Tiwala, her
discuss inChapter Severand Opanin Kwame Kapré&he father of my host household. Although

most were elderly, the Water Narrator was younger, vibrant, and deeply invested in sharing the
villagebés stories with me. Revisiting our con

moving and emotionly demanding.

3.10.5 Everyday living challenges

Other living conditions, particularly the limited availability of decent sanitary facilities in both
households and public spaces, posed a consistent challenge in Bamboi. This was part of my daily

reality throughout fieldwork. Although staying in a guesthouse could have eased these difficulties,
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| deliberately chose to live within the everyday environments of residents to lessen the effects of

my Ooutsider inside6 posi t iyoceceatrecoveyy fromityphoids deci
fever, which heightened my physical vulnerability. Combined with the anxiety of navigating
cosmological narratives and supernatural worldviews surrounding the BVR, everyday life

required constant adjustment and resilience.

3.11 Exiting Bamboi

This section outlines the processes invol ved
withdrawing my physical presence and not ending my relationships with Bamboi. Sustained
interaction remained essential for ensuring that partitiggn wer e recogni sed as
knowledge throughout the research process rather than mere sources of data. My exit unfolded

through three interconnected actions.

The first involved re engaging vVvillmmegefthel der s
ethnography had been fully developed through participant observation and interviews. To ensure
accuracy and contextual fidelity, | returned to the elders with a summary of my findings. This
validation meeting sparked further conversations tlaaified earlier insights and illuminated the

rationales behind several village practices. Unexpectedly, it also inspired the elders to initiate a
coll ective effort to docume n asigBifccanbootcodmesofthis st or
decolonal ethnography, demonstrating how ongoing engagement can stimulate internal processes

of knowledge reclamation.

The second action entailed revisiting individual respondents in their homes to thank them and share
the summary of the findings. These encowsweere warmly received and opened additional space

for participants to expand, challenge, or refine aspects of the analysis. Framing this as part of a
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decolonial feminist methodology, | viewed these moments as opportunities for respondents to

assert ownelsp over both the research process and its interpretations.

The final exit action was an open village forum. This gathering enabled me to present the overall
findings to the widewillage, formally announce my departure, and make space for anyone who
wishel to share additional intersectional experiences. During this forum, palace elders and youth
leaders symbolically honoured me and my “mative assistant with handwovémgu (smock)
garments. In return, | donated three seebadd computers to the basidieols, delivered through

the village gatekeeper and teachers. Beyond its ceremonial function, the forum became another
moment of collective reflection, reinforcing the value of such assemblies in nurturing village

cohesion.

On the evening of 4 May 2023,nlade personal rounds to thank key informants and my host
household for their care and support. The following afternoon, at approximately 1:37 p.m. on 5
May 2023, my brother (who also served as my r ¢
minibusf r om Bamboi 6s vi | (the gapitalofonb East ReégmMhis exarked ma n

my physical exit from the village.

3.12 Data management

Throughout the data coll ection, I obtained pa
standalone dewe, after which each recording was transcribed into my fieldnote book and
transferred into the main field report docume
dedicated folder title@Field Datahoused all materials. Interviews conducted in Degtvidwi

were transcribed verbatim into English with support from my field assistant. Both the English

transcripts and the originrddnguage recordings were retained on OneDrive to safeguard the
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contextual meanings embedded in local expressions that rigi ¢i&ited through translatiom

line with the decolonial orientation of this study, | preserved selected quotations in their original
languagesprimarily Twi,to maintaini d eeper 06 and fd The wsé¢ difwialdod me an i
reflects my own linguisticompetency and limitations, as | am not literate in DegiNtwever,

only six of the forty three in depth interview

with a few in English.

Photographs and other field materials were also stored on OnéDevisure secure and ethical

data management. However, given the unreliable internet connectivity in Bamboi, | introduced an
external hard drive backup as an awhihisanonal p
essential considerationinsafegudi ng partici pantsd6 contributior
application to AREA specified that any third |

of confidentiality, informed consent, protection of participants, and anonymity (BSA,.2017)

3.13 Data processing and discussions

Data analysis in ethnography is inherently iterative, unfolding alongside data generation and
continuing beyond fieldwork. Although formal analysis begins after leaving the(fitick et

al., 2013) it draws on tk entire corpus of material to identify patterns and relationships. This
process involves systematically recording and organising data, producing written transcripts of
interviews and conversations, and interpreting these materials to trace thematmirgetions

across participants6é account s.

In this study, analysis followed several steps. Audio recordings were replayed, handwritten into a
field notebook, and later typed into a Word document. The typed version was cleaned to remove

unintended backgroundonversations and incidental sounds captured during interviews. | also
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edited out unintentional repetitions and corrected grammatical inconsistencies to ensure that
meanings were conveyed accurately. The cleaned text was then transcribed verbatimgincludi
translation of interviews originally conducted in Deg/Mo or Asante Twi into English to prepare
the data for thematic categorisation and deeper analysis. Once transcribed, the material was
organised into themes and categories aligned with the reseasstiogs, enabling the
identification of patterns, convergences, and divergences across narratives. Manual coding then

guided the construction of the analytical chapters.

Respondents were subsequerhonymised angrouped into four analytic categories.llgge

key informants were anonymised as KllIt¢ nth. External key informantgrimarily government

staff involved in water governance in Bamboi, New Longoro, or the Bole District Assendnby

labelled Government staff o nth). Individuals whopartii pat ed i n in depth in
informal conversations were anonymised as Village respond¥iRsl(to nth. Participants

involved in group informal discussions were identified as Participartb (nth), where (nth)
represents the last number ctachin each quoted cohoftable 3summarises how these processes
supported the extraction and organisation of

guestions.
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Table 3: Field data categorisation and analysis

Reseach questions

Main themedChapter formation

Sampled quotations

What are the dynamics of
water governance in
Ghana and how do thg

manifest in Bamboi?

Chapterour: Situating the

waterscape of Bamboi within that o

Ghana.

"For a village like Bamboi with th&ind of population, they require
mor e than bor e-TowhWader Jystem is what tisen
village requires but there are a lot of similar priorities on our table

(Government staff 1)

Who shapes and controls
the waterscape in

Bamboi?

ChapterFive: Intersectionalities of

inclusion and exclusion within the

social structure of Bamboi and its

manifestation in water decision

making of the village.

"As for water related matters, go and détkooro[the River Priest]"

(Palace elder).

How do local and
cugomary institutions
interact with formal water

governance institutions?

ChapterSix: Layers of localised

worldviews and cosmic relations of

the waters of Bamboi and their

interactions with the modefcentred

paradigms of the Government of

Ghana.

"Water cones from the Creatdr..] it is our actions that contaminate
the water bodies [...] you know that there are spirits controlling
natural resources which we cannot see. So, if we do not reconcil
with the river every time and thank the spirit within it fapplying

us water and all many connecting benefits many people derive fr
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the river, It can affesh Hairn

H b H'ljLaerally, it will cause/bring hunger)KIll 3).

How are local and

customary institutions

gendered?

ChapterSeven:The African feminist

andfeminist political ecology of

Bamboi water decisions.

"Nsuo no tobaa(tan)' [ Uiterally, the river is femaléimother

hood). It is a mother because it provides for many people in Ban
Even if you do not haveng big capital, just carry (sachetsater and
stand by the rest stop area, you will have your daily bread. How ¢

that be possible without the riverXI( 2).

"Nsuo no sikan wK yen fie. Kwi
deH KbHYyH bswrhg a&msa .meNmsywe vy
ne wKn na "Hietallyyur gatefKe@ormfdn is the
custodian of the staff of the Water Priesthood. Kuwsabena Frgthe
River Pries}, that holds the staff now. However, whatever he doe:
related to afeguarding the river, he discusses with me before taki
decision. For ill health, I used to join the Friday purificasion

(libations) at the river"KlII 6).

Source

Aut hor 6s

construct
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3.14 Data presentation

Data presentation is a core componentiohegraphy (Murchison, 2010; Brewer, 200§howing

the immediateand situated results of field engagemelnt decolonial ethnography, it becomes

even more critical, as it must balance the r
realities of hesettlemenbeing represented (Manning, 2018). Accordingly, the material gathered

from Bamboi has been carefully unpacked and presented across Chapters Four to Seven through

guoted narratives, stories, summaries, tables, maps, and figures.

Where translabn risked distorting meaning, | retained original phrases in Asante Twi and Mo.
Although this may limtacessi bil ity for non Twi and non
immediately followed by a literal English rendering. This decision reflects not linguistic
inadequacy but an awareness that direct translation often strips narratives of the deeper cultural
nuances they carryThe next section sets the context for understanding water governance in

Bamboi.

3.15Context setting Bamboi within the Bole District Assembly

This section provides a concise overview of Bamboi as the study area; Chapter Four offars a ful
exposition. Bamboi 6s most defining geographic
River, a major component of the Volta River System, which contributes approximately 70% of
Ghanads national dr ai nage net?22%)rakd Coastal (8popr ed w

systems.
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Bamboi is a predominantly agricultural, fishing and commercial settlement situated within the
Bole District in the western part of Ghanaos
801096 and | omRg4s5Wdeshdr 59& borders with Sawl a
Ctte doélvoire via the BVR (west), We s t Gonj e
Municipalities in the Bono East and Bono Regions (south) (GSS, 2021). With a population of
118,500, the disti ct 6 s sex ratio i s 51. 7é&dHoseih,@029,nd 4 8.
which reverses the national pattern of female majority (GSS, 2021). Ethnic gnotlngsarea

include the Gonja, Vagla, Brifor, Safalba, Mo, Dagaaba, Choribas and Pantras (GBSwiA2

the Mo as the indigenous landholders in Bamboi.

Ecologically, the district falls within the savannah woodland zone, characterised by sheanut,
dawadawa, teak, kapok and mango trees (Abebrese et al., 2022). Shea production is an important
livelihood activity for rural women across northern Ghana (Ingram et al., 2015). Because shea
harvesting is partly oipsofien agoadsairse of mMain ivelilaood et al
or alternative livelihood, supplementing farming, for a lot of peadypiled in rural northern Ghana.

Meanwhile, sheabutter production requires substantial quantities of water, hence, water
availability becomes central to everyday production and gendered labour in th&€herasext

paragraph unbundles the social characterigtBamboi.
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Figure 9: Map of Bole District, showing its towns and villages including Bamboi

Source GSS, 2010.

B a mb aadttlénsent is a collection of many Ghanaian ethnicities, among which are predominated
by theMo, Batorr,Akan Vagla,andDagaaba.TheFulbe which is a norGhanaian ethnicity, has
presently increased in population in the village; a phenomenon that some of the Bamboi village
elders could account since the 1990s. The Mo possesses the autochthonous righantb the

(through the Haritinafon), water (through the Koorafon), and chieftaincy (through the Yaarafon)
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resources of the settlement. The Haritinafon, Koorafon, Yaardtmboi(responsible for conflict
resolution in the village)Suurafon(pseudo linguistiogate), andJaagafon(also residents of
Bampewaa village that is five miles at the East of Bamboi) are the major family gates that embody

the Mo ethnicity in Bamboialso referred to as tidorth Mo Traditional Authority.

Two foundational features shaBea mboi 6 s settl|l ement history. Th

ancestors sout hwards from present day Si ssal
conflict. The second is the villagebs Iliong st
shape, flow and volume (Mul et al., 2015) anchors local economic, environmental and

socio political i fe. These trajectories mir.

Gocking, 2005; Tsikata and Seini, 2004).Chapter Four, | will elaborat® a mb oi 6 s posi t i

the BVR enclave. The rest of this section briefly introdweater governance in Bamboi.

Surface and groundwater sources support multiple livelihoodiusesking, agriculture, and

smal | s c aih BamboinWhilsstherBVR remais | argel y open acces:
supply (mechanised boreholes, pipes) depends on state action, implemented through local
government structures. In Bamboi, the Bole District Assermliggrticularly the Departments of

Planning and Work$ oversees potdbe wat er provision in |ine wi
SDG6 and the IWRM framework. As Chapter Five shows, district capacity falls below CWSA
allocation standards, leaving residents dependent on individual, philanthropic and NGO
interventions. The Zakat Badation is a major provider of boreholes and related infrastruature

the village

" The other part of th&o ethnicity is theSouth Mowhich is made up of th®lo villages south of Bamboi/the Black
Volta River. The capital town of th®outh Moauthority isKintanpo, which is located at the Bono East Region of
Ghana.
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I n 'ine with Ghanaés decentralisation policy,
local ownership of rural water systems. Their formation is guided by gendsasguhe
Affirmative Actioni Gender Equality ActZ024f mandates 30% female membership in public
decision making platfor ms, including WATSAN
mainstreaming expectations and SB®eanwhile as Chapter Five demonggg these numeric

targets obscure the intersectional realities shaping participation and authority in practice.

The governance of surface water, particularly the BVR, is the formal mandate of the Bui Power
Authority (BPA). However, an older, indigenousvgonance system rooted in Mo cosmological

worl dviews continues to regulate spiritual, C
Five to Seven detail how this autochthonous system, including ritual sanctification, taboos and

totemic prohibitionsemairs effective despite its invisibility within IWRM structures.

3.15.1 The context of water governance in Bamboi

This section expands the water governance framework of Bamboi, clarifying who makes decisions,
from where, and on what authority, anditdel e at es how f or mal service p
national agencies, and NGO projects) intertwine with informal/customary institutions (palace
council, gate elders, water/river priesthood), producing a bricolage of arrangements through which

At hey maant er s of Bamboi 0 are actually governed.

As discussed earlier in Chapter Twaoater governance in Ghana operates through formal and
neoliberal paradigms which are usually informed by the SDGs (and IWRM) frameworks. The

institutional frameworks that shapeater governance in the country operates on three levels:

8 Affirmative Action- Gender Equality Act, 2024ittps://www.purc.com.gh/attachment/735270
20241129071158.pdf
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national, MMDAs and village/settlement levels. Whilst the national frameworks are usually
centralised and operate at strategic and -leghl policy framing, the MMDAs and
village/settlement ageres operate at implementation levels with direct interface to $etahgs

and users. The national frameworks include the MWRWH which is responsible for the overall
sector policy/strategy drive; the Water Resources Commission drives resource regultion an
IWRM guidelines; Hydrological Services Department functions through hydrological monitoring
and early warning; Ghana Water Company Limited focus on administrative and technical
management of urban water; and Community Water and Sanitation Agency raghter rural

and small town water management. These national agencies do not hagaldgayresence in

Bamboi but interact with the village through the Bole District Assembly.

At the MMDAs level, the Bole District Assembly acts as the primary formallé@mentation

agency that interface and interpret national guidance (SDGs/IWRMlpical plans, projects and
oversight. The Assembl y ¢ oowatkisystanisecenvewas totcal CWS A
committees such as the WATSAN, and channels donor/NGO projects at settlements that are within

its administrative jurisdiction. Howeveihe assembly operates largely from the district capital
which is | ocated at Bole and not phyexceptal |y e

through Assembly persons and UGibmmitteemembers (electedlecentralisedffices)

At the village level,governance of water in Bamboi emanates from two angles: through the
formally constituted committees that are directly enacted through the formal and neoliberal
framings of the central government such adM#e SAN Committee; and the customary/localised
institutions that are rooted in the cosmological worldview of the village such as the Water
Priesthood of the Koora family gate. The WATSAN Committee is usually anfemaber

committee that is a formally constituted framework which is supposed to drivewatef
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governance across small settlements such as Bamboi in Ghana. In practice, it is present in the
village but weak in functionality and overshadowed by other locally constituted bodies such as the
Development Committee (DC). The DC is a locally consdihybrid committee (not an IWRM
requirement) that has, in practice, more influence than the WATSAN in Bamboi over priorities,
repairs, negotiationsqr example with miners on the BVR at Bamboi), and the social allocation

of benefits. Membership tend® tbe elite/educated, not always representative, and often

mal e dominated. I n Chapter Five, |l di scuss th

The official guidance in the constitution of the fimember WATSAN is at least the inclusion of

two females (CWSA et al., 2010), whittanslates int@ 40percentage female quota. This quota
often meets numeric guidance in the IWRM framework but rarely translates into solving water
problems. This is because water governance in Bamboi does not reside in the WATSAN
Committee The genderedspects of the cosmological safeguarding of the BVR rests with the

Koora Yaa Kumah, whose constitution is derived from kinship and not formal.

The informal/localised frameworks in Bamboi emanate from the cosmological world¥igne

village. Thisworldvisw s i t uat es that all natural resources
with inherent supernatural abilities that could reciprocate positive and negative actions in unequal
measures. The Koora fon/family (Water/River gate) and the Water Pries#Bsies
(Mokooro/Koora Yaa Kumah) are the localised custodians oBWiR, whose authority derives

from cosmological stewardship, including ritual sanctifications, sanctions, tabooing and totemism.
These actors exercise safeguarding power over the WATSANefvillage, even when
unrecognised by formal frameworks of the central government. A snapshot of the water
governance of Bamboi reveals an overwhelming drive by localised/customary institutions and

hybrid village committees (such as the DC) whilst the &drfmameworks are intermittent, distant,

151



and project bounlthsedWATBANThe nest @afkhis gectiorl satg the context

of water provision in Bamboi.

Bamboi draws water from a portfolio of sources including natural andmaale sources. The

natural sources in Bamboi are mainly rainfall and surface water (such as the BVR in periods of
scarcity or for specific uses) whilst the masade sources such as mechanised and handpump
boreholes and individual storages are generated from a combinaitidrastructure avenues such

as the state, NGOs and private provisions. Th
the Bole District Assembly (in accordance with the CWSA standards) and occasional donor
funded and centrafjovernmentprojects. NGOs supplement state incapacity by funding and
constructing boreholes and maintenance works. The Zakat Foundation is presently the dominant
faith based philanthropic actor which is key
boreholes and other mastructure support, including the ulredern Bamboi Community centre

for the village. The private sources are usually constructed by individuals for household uses or
vendorb ased, to bridge the stateds failure.

The ethnography has shown that theraisastructure unreliability and population appropriate
infrastructure gaps due to multiple non funct.i
maintenance reliance on ad hoc negotiations (such adeesegrfavours, mining royalties, or

persoml ties to influential figures). As a result, breakdowns push users back to the BVR and other
unpotabléunwholesomesources or private vendors.

This section sets the context for the rest of the analytical chapters in the following ways: Chapter
Four (Thewaterscape ofGhana and Bambpiprovides the mlept h overview of
waterscape. Chapter Five (Everyday institutions and intersectional experiences) introduces the

operative weaknesses of formal frameworks and committees such as the WATSAN against the
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dominant DC and customary authority. The Chapter deconstruct these patterns through the axes of
intersectional experiences of exclusion and inclusion. The discussions are moved forward in
Chapter Six (Localised worldviews and stewardship layers) to laviiy cosmological
safeguarding persists and remains effective in certain domains, despite being administratively
invisible to the IWRM and its operationalisation in Ghana. Chapter SéueAf{ican Feminist

Political Ecology of water governance) draws on African feminisms and FRIEEd&nNtrethe over

dwelling on simplistic gender assumptions (which is rooted in westernisation and the IWRM
policy narrative) to unpack the intersectional and spiritual geographies that govern voice, gender

fluidity and governance in Bamboi.

3.16 Conclusionof the chapter

In this chapter, | have explained the methods | used to gather data for thisTihesisidy adopted

a decolonial feminist ethnograpliyat highlighted the various methods such as sampling, data
collection instruments, village entry, lignin the village, and exit of the villag&Vhilst | had
engaged Bamboi in different ways asregularly traveéer on the TranECOWAS Road that
connects the village to other parts of northern Ghtms,ethnography was the first study | had
done in Bamboil have explained the opportunities and challenges that | encouotettesl field

and how | navigated the various access protocols in the vileggecially from my paternal
ethnicity, Bona

The content oftis chapter is aeflective material for firstime ethnographers to reflech the

different dynamics of their positionalities and how that certonstitutetheir data collection

practices with respect to access to spaces considered sacred and gBegeretlthe fieldwork,
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| have unpacked how f@relationships and power dynamics of an ethnograpéyinending and
dynamic; hence, | provide insights to managing {liesd relationship with research respondents
in ways thatconform with a collaborative storytellingnd not subject®f data collectn, a

necessity in decolonial methodology.

Building on the methodological approach and fieldwork processes described in Chapter Three,
Chapter Four presents the first empirical analysis. It situates Bamboi within the broader waterscape
of Ghana, showingdw historical, political, ecological, and infrastructural dynamics shape the

villagebés relationship with the Black Volta
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CHAPTER FOUR

4 The nature of the waterscape of the Black Volta Rivel fiNnaa Mood a n drantinly ef

Bamboi

4 .0Introduction

This chapter draws on the waterscape literature introduced in Chapter Two to unpack the
waterscape of Ghana, within which the Black Volta River is situated. Waterscape, as
conceptualised by Hollermann@Evers (2020), Karpouzoglaund Vij (2017) andSwyngedouw

(2000) interrogates the intersecting relationships between human actions and the beliefs, value
systems, norms, interests, practices, and physical attributes that shape water systems. Building on
this premise, the chapter responds directly t
of water governance in Ghana, and how do they
waterscape of Ghana, the chapter provides the contextual grguretiessary to understand the
socio ecological i nteractions that under pin v
dynamics of the BVR' situated within this wider hydrsocial fieldi shape everyday life in

Bamboi.

In doing so, the chapter layset foundation for analysing how different categories of peiopteh
males and femalésar e posi tioned along the villagebs was
reveals the multiple and often competing interests that emerge between state anddiecal act
relation to Ghanabds water resources, particul

Ri ver Basin for hydroelectric power gener ati

continually reshape the politics, priorities, and intecast between local residents and their water
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sources across parts of the basin. It is within this broader framing that the subsequent analytical

chapters are situated.

4.1 Premising the waterscape of Bamboi

The subsequent sections of this chapter aretatedt as follows. The chapter first discusses the

various river systems in Ghana and their significance to the country. The discussion then narrows

to the Volta River System because of its direct and substantial connection to the BVR, which
constitutes therimary water source for Bamboi, the ethnographic setting. The Volta River System

is the Aimothero of several maj or rivers in Gh.

human settlement is located.

The chapter also highlights the politics and potiat successive Governments of Ghana have
exercised in attempts to control or Acaptur e
demand for hydroelectric power. This focus on skatkewater politics is especially important for
understanding the aterscape of the BVR within the Bamboi catchment, given the construction of

t he Buli Dam on the rivero6s gorge and the prof
bet ween the river and downstream s etuctiorement s
various studies have documented its impacts on villages that were forcibly resettled, such as
Gyama (see Wilmsen and Adjartey, 2020; Koranteng and Shi, 2018; Asiama, 2015). Although
Bamboi was not displaced or resettled like Gyama and other affectamunities, the village
remains directly impacted by the isphenomenanc ol og
that is common when governments modernise and appropriate the benefits of water resources

(Atampugre et al., 2016).
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Premising this chapt on the waterscape of Bamboi therefore sets the foundation for
understanding the co constitution of the rel:
surface water resources, including the B8Ry u kplind landMofage® stream. The analysis

centreson how residents interact with these water bodies and how, in turn, the water bodies are
shaped by these interactions over ti me. Under
unravellingt he patterns of interestr elaatteé otra ttyh e awmidl
resources. By extension, it highlights the dynamics of the actors engaged in the everyday

interactions between the village and these water sources.

4.2 Ground and surface water resources of Ghana

In this section, | have dissgsed the ground and surface water resources of Ghghecing
particular emphasis on the river systeimand the ways in which human interactions with these
surface water bodies continually reshape their physical characteristics. This broader dis€ussion o
wateil human interactionsstablishthe foundation for contextualising the waterscape of Bamboi.
Whilst rainwater remains an important source of water in Ghana and often defines patterns of
farming and other agricultural activities among peasant farr@svagu et al., 2008), it is presently

less influenced by political actions. Hence, my analysis in this chapter will exclude rainwater. In
the subsequent text, | therefore begin by interrogating the two main sources of water ifi Ghana
groundwater and surfacwater. This discussion is essential for understanding how people and
institutions are differently positioned in their engagements with water within the study area. | then
narrow the focus to surface water sources, as these constitute the core of pafeastiag and

significantly drive decision making interests

9 For most parts of this chapter and subsequent analytical chapters, my emphasis on the surface water resources in
Bamboi will dwell mainly on the BVR. Th& u u kp#nd hndMofaga stream will only be referenced when their
inclusion in the analysis is substantial.
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further places emphasis on the BVR and the making of Bamboi to illuminate the drivers of human

water relations in the village.

Ghana is a ripgan country bordered by Cote d'lvoire to the west, Burkina Faso to the north, and

Togo to the east, with the Gulf of Guinea forming its southern boundary. It possesses a complex
network of waterways and a diverse terrain characterised by coastal @aarmahs, mountains,

and thick forests (Obuobie and Barry, 2012). The country hosts a variety of river systems that are
central to the supply of freshwater for human and biodiversity sustenance (Ayivor and Gordon,
2012), with the Volta River system stangliout (Van de Giessen et al., 2001) in terms of land area
coverage, energy generation, transportation, food production, and multiple other appropriations.
These rivers, along with their many tributaries, originate from various borders and corners of the
country, contributing to a sophisticated and extensive drainage networkstWibicomplexity of
Ghanabés river systems makes management <chall el
the politics of interests between the state and local residenften poor peasant farmers and
fisherfolk T who rely directly on these rivers for their livelihoodsn important trend within
Ghanabés water systems concerns the ways tran:
adjacent to rivers. The proximity afriver system to a human settlement, combined with reliable
transport infrastructures such as roads or canoe networks, enhances local economies far beyond

subsistence farming or fishing activities.

The water resources potential of Ghana is broadly casegbinto two main components:
groundwater (Obuobie and Barry, 2012) and surface water (Baddianaah et al., 2024) sources. In
the next section, | detail the composition of these systems and demonstrate how they relate to

Ghanaots water demands and needs
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4 2.1 Groundwater in Ghana and the nature of access in Bamboi

The groundwater in Ghana is generated from three main geological sources: 54% from the
basement complex, consisting of crystalline igneous and metamorphic rocks; 45% from the
consolidated sedimemta formations underlying the Volta Basin, including the limestone
horizons; and 1% from the Mesozoic and Cenozoic sedimentary rocks (Owusu et al., 2016).
Groundwater sources in Ghana are therefore largely shaped by deep underground geological
formations ad are accessible only through significant excavation to reach the water tables
(Obuobie and Barry, 2012), from which water is then extracted through pipe stands, wells, or other

containment systems
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Figure 10: Groundwater extraiin in Bamboi

Source Fieldwork, 2022/23.

Whilst groundwater is comparatively high in qualityargely due to the depth at which it occurs

T the process of reaching the water tables in Bamboi requires considerable financial and technical
commitment, as ell as sustained effort to maintain water flow throughout the year. These
constraints make rainwater harvestiagd untreated surface water sources such as the BVR,

Suuk©Orl pond, and Mofaga stream alternative
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Figure 11: Rainwater harvesting and storage in Bamboi

Source: Fieldwork, 2022.

In a Key Informantinterview (KII) with a local government staff member (Government Staff 1)
who had worked at the Bole District Assembly for at least three years, it was revealed that
groundwater sources typically meet quality test standards, particularly when compauddde

water sources, which are frequently polluted by solid and liquid waste from surrounding towns
and villages. Although the quality dynamics between groundwater and surface water remain
subjective (Uddin et al., 2021) and sometimes inseparable bettaysenteract at different
hydrological levels (Lewandowski et al., 2020), Baddianaah et al. (2024) highlight that

groundwater sources generally meet quality standards required to protect against common
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waterborne diseases often associated with commsihigly dependent on surface water such as

rivers and streams.

Despite this, Government Staff 1 noted that variations in water table depth make groundwater
provision in Bamboi expensive and often unsustainabparticularly because the motivation
behindcentral government intervention in rural water supply is grounded in social welfare, not

economic returns. As he explained:

f...] in some of the villages in this District, the water tables are deeper down, and it costs

a lot to drill [...] the issue is aly similar to many places in the north. The water tables are
difficult to reach and even if the Assembly [Local Government Office] commits to the
process of generating water from the groun
[...] When you gdback to Bamboi, ask their gatekeepers about the number of times we

have tried digging boreholes without reaching the water table [...]ABsembly do not

look for profit, so ifit keeps investing its limited resources in one area [referring to water
suppl] without getting the results we expect to see, other areas will be lagging, hence, we
sometimes focus on other priority areas [health, educatioh, et6 ( Gover nment

Bole District Assemblyfieldwork 2023).

This narrati ve deftabiemefleGts therlived reafityim Bamhbi. ltweas echoed

by a female octogenarian in the Village Council of Elders, whose acca@tivered partly as an
appeal highlighted how the depth of the water table has made groundwater an unreliable source
of potable drinking water in the village. For people like her, who hold chieftdimosd
responsibilities and are expected to champion village development, the inability to secure

groundwater poses a daily concern. Key Informantinterview, she expiaed:
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A On welated issues, we are tired of that here in Bamboi. Government staff from Bole
Assemblyusually come here to check. When they come, they say the water is very far/deep.
We invited some people from Wenchi and Techiman here to chaely. rgpeatedwhat

the Assembly told usVhen you drill water (ground), it does not come. If jioureference

tomdcoul d do something about it, help us bec

Her narrative underscores the practical and emotional bsifdeme by local leaders as they
attempt to coordinate access to potable water through groundwsterces often considered
cheaper because they require less purification, given their lower vulnerability to contamination
compared to surface water. Howevihe persistent failure of groundwater initiatives in Bamboi
has meant that agricultural, domestic, and economic activities remain heavily reliant on surface
water resources his discussion therefore leads to the next section, which examines the surface

water resources of Ghana before moving into the specific waterscape of Bamboi.

4.2.2 Surface water in Ghana and how they shape local systems

Surface water sources in Ghana are predominantly derived from three major river systems that
traverse the countrgnd extend into neighbouring states. These are the Volta River siystem
comprising the Red, Black, and White Volta Rivers and the Oti Ritke Southwestern River
system (Bia, Tano, Ankobra, and Pra Rivers), and the Coastal River system (Tordzie/Akg, Den
Ayensu, OchiNakwa, and OchAmissah) (MWRWH, 2007). Collectively, these drainage
systems shape the hydrological identity of Ghana. Notably, the Volta River system covers
approxi mately 70% of Ghanads tot alnandQoabtalar e a

River systems account for 22% and 8%, respectively (MWRWH, 2007). All three systems

generally flow southwards and empty into the
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principal sources of freshwater, these rivers play critical roles ppasting irrigation, inland

fishing, aquaculture, and hydroelectric power generation (Nunoo et al., 2022).

22%

® Volta River System ® South-western River System  ® Coastal River System

Figure12 Dynamics of Ghanads River System

Source Aut hordés construct from MWRWH (2007) .

The main rivers that constitutieese systems include Tano, Densu, Pra, Ankobra, and Volta, each
exhibit distinctive ecological, soceconomic, and political characteristics that shape the

livelihoods and institutional arrangements within their catchments.

The Tano River, located withithe Tano Basin, flows primarily through the Ashanti Region and
spans roughly 400 km between | atitudes 5AO0NjN
(Owusu et al., 2016). Its basin ranges from 0 to 700 m above sea level and lies within a wet and
semtequatorial climatic zone. The river sustains household water needs and agricultural

production, including cocoa, vegetables, and rice cultivation (Owusu et al., 2016). However, these
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sociceconomic benefits have been compromised in recent years due &hexfailution caused
by illicit alluvial mining and unsustainable resource extraction (Nyantakyi et al., 2022; Edjah et

al., 2021; Nyantakyi et al., 2021), drawing considerable national political attention.

The Densu Ri ver syst em,al bagine, has funde®bre ndeadagic k ey
transformations due to infrastructure development, dam construction, salt mining, grazing
pressures, and fluvial alterations. Geograph
l ongitudes 0A10NjW draa of agpREmiialy 2,48%41 &m?2 iamd gtretahing

225.6 km in length (Kusimi, 2008). Originating from the Atewa Range, the river winds through

both the Greater Accra and Eastern Regions before merging with the Gulf of Guinea (Ofosu et al.,
2020). It suppds diverse agricultural productidnincluding cocoa, maize, cassava, sugarcane,

and vegetables and supplies water to multiple settlements (Kurandhémsah et al., 2012).

However like the Tano, the Densu faces severe ecological threats such aspgadetimentation,

and encroachment, leading to significant degradation of its riverine health (Fianko et al., 2010;

Kusimi, 2008).

The Pra River, a major component of the 23,000 km2 Pra Basin, lies betweate$ab°N and
7A30NjN and |l ongitudes 2A30NW and OA30NW (Dunc
from the Kwahu Plateau, it flows approximately 240 km southwards into the Gulf of Guinea. As

a waterbody that spans the Ashanti, Eastern, Centrdl\astern Regions, the Pra supports
domestic use, agricultural production, fishing, and industrial activity. Nevertheless, it has suffered
extensive pollution due to deforestation, widespread illegal mining, and chemical contamination

(Awotwi et al., 2017Duncan et al., 2016; Pra Basin, 2012).
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The Ankobra River, located east of the Tano and west of the Pra Basins, drains an estimated 8,403
kmz2 in the southwestern part of Ghana (Adaomkor and Adimado, 2016). Positioned between

l atit uibAL 7ANANS5 aNjd [I2AY3 Njwd eis th thid Westllim Regibnrbefarey
emptying into the Gulf of Guinea (AsaB®onkor and Adimado, 2016; Akabzaa et al., 2009). The
basinés humid climatic conditions support aqgu:
threats from heavy metal pollutioilegal mining, and ecological degradatidgffah et al., 2021;

Klubi et al., 2018; Akabzaa and Yidana, 2011).
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Figure 13. Map of Ghana indicating the major rivers and water bodies

Source Ampadu (2021no pagination
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The next ighe Volta River System, which is located within the Volta Basin in West Africa with

an estimated area of 400,000 kmz, stretching approximately from latitude 5° 30 N in Ghana to 14°

30 N in Mali (Biney, 2010; Barry et al., 2005). According to Agodzo et28123), about 70% of

the country is drained by the Volta River. Thi
through Ghana, and concludes its course by spilling into the Gulf of Guinea (Barry et al., 2005).
Ghana covers 42% of the Volta Riverilghits neighbouring countries such as Burkina Faso cover

4 3 %, and the remaining 15% |ies within Mali,
al., 2001). The Volta River stands as a critical water resource for several uses, prominently
generatng hydropower through the Akosombo, Kpong, and Bui Dams, which are fundamental
contributors to Ghana's electricity production (Abungba et al., 2022; Biney, 2010).

Whilst the river systems of Ghana collectively contribute significantly to local livelihoods,
transportation, and the socio cultural susten
have increasingly been shaped by complex and shifting dynamics of interest. These interests are
particularly visible in the interactions between the Statklaoal residents who reside close to
water resources. The Stateds interest in wate
establishment of transport corridors over rivers (such as the ABddue!® and the Bamboi

bridge on the BVR), the comsattion of damg especially along the Volta systeinrto electrify

the country, and the granting of mining licenses for allumaling, a practice that has visibly

altered the physical shape, quality, and socioeconomic benefits of many rivers. Onrtharadhe

these statéed pursuits intersect and sometimes compete with local uses of rivers for livelihoods.
Against the background understanding that natural resources are gifts of nature, local people have

long appropriated surface water sources for elagrypurposes in ways that also shape the nature,

10 SeeEitelberger and Widmann (2015).
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rhythms and flow of the rivers. | will expand this argument in the subsequent section, where |
elaborate on the peculiar characteristics of the Volta River system and its role in shaping the

waterscape of Baboi.

4.3 The Volta River System (in Ghana)

The Volta River is the |l ongest of Ghanads ri Ve
661.76 miles). It forms part of the wider 400,000 km? international basin that collectively
constitutes the Volt&asin, covering almost 28% of the West Coast Basin of Africa and spanning
Benin, Togo, Ghana, La C!te dolvoire, Burkina
The system itself is a confluence of the Black Volta, White Volta and Red VoltasRe&ch

originating from distinct areas of the northern geographic corridor and flowing steadily south
toward the Gulf of Guinea (Mul et al., 2015). The basin extends across longitude 5° 30 W to 2° 00

E and latitude 5° 30 N to 14° 30 N (Amisigo, 2005).

The Vol tads hydrological jour ney bMoghomsn wi t h
Burkina Faso, traversing the northern landscape of Ghana before concluding its course at the Gulf
of Guinea (Mul et al., 2015). A second major contributor to the Vokar$ystem is the White

Volta River, known in Burkina Faso as tNekambeRiver, which also originates in Burkina Faso

and merges with the Black Volta near Tamal e i
rises from northern Ghana and feeds the swartth flow. The merging of these tributaries forms

the Volta Lake, a vastater body extending over 400 kilometres (about 248.55 miles), making it

one of the worldébés | argest man made | akes (Gb
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Figure 14: The Volta Basin in West Africa
Source Mul et al. (2015p.38.

Although majorivers across Ghana support livelihoods both along riparian corridors and in distant
communities, the Volta River System stands out in its multidimensional significance (Mul et al.,
2015). It sustains several critical sectors, particularly hydroeledvieipgeneration, agriculture,

fishing, transportation and tourism (Mul et al., 2015; Owusu et al., 2008). Beyond its ecological

and economic functions, the system remains
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discourse, especially regarding hgdlectric power (Logah et al., 2017). With its tributaries, the
Vol ta River System accounts for an estimated

et al., 2020).

A deeper interrogation of Ghanaos péttodoverel ectr
access to, control of and use of landscapes surrounding the river. This competition is evident in
the socio political and ecological debates ar
et al. (2022), Mettle (2011), and Miescher arsikata (2009) document the recurring and often
irreparable socio ecological transformations
ecosystems. The authority to control natural resotircedudingwatei i s entrenched i n
legal and condtiitional frameworks, particularly the 1992 Constitutfosf the Republic of Ghana

(Articles 257, 268 and 26%)and various Acts of Parliament such as the 1996 Act 522 that
establishes the Water Resources Commisdiohhese legal instruments delineate hoatav

landscapes are governed and appropriated at the national level.

11 The 1992 constitution of Ghanattps//judicial.gov.gh/index.php/thaws-of-ghana

12 | and and natural resourcegtps://judicial.gov.gh/index.php/larahd-naturatresources
13 Water Resource Commission Act, 19@&t 522): https://ir.parliament.gh/handle/123456789/20567?show=full.
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Figure 15: The Volta Rivers basin showing major rivers and dams

Source Adapted from Dembélé et §202Q p.5389.

This centralised control of water resourtes a long genealogy, having shifted from traditional
custodianship to modern elite state governance through the processes of colonisation and
post coloni al state formation (Atampugre et a
enacted by the Bish Colonial Administration of the then Gold Coast established the initial legal
basi s for centralised state aut hority over
contemporary Ghana, the Stateds aut mcdioned y ove

by Act 1996, Act 522, which formally establis
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4.4 Drivers of politics in the waterscape of Ghana

The rivers of Ghana traverse diverse administrative, ecological, and geological zones, providing
freshwater for dnking, food production, recreation, tourism, transportation, security, and
hydroelectric energy generation, thereby sustaining multiple ecosystems, livelihoods, and ways of
i fe (Mul et al ., 2015) . As i ndi spelaysabl e
monumental role in fostering human wellbeing and environmental resilience (Gbedemah et al.,
2023; Owusu et al., 2016). These aquatic systems support rich biodiversity, providing habitats for
a wide range of flora and fauna and contributing to thintex@ance of ecological equilibrium.

They also function as vital conduits for trade, transportation, and economic exchange, helping to

integrate | ocal markets and stimulate soci o

Given the multiplicityof benefits derived from surface water resources, the Government of Ghana
(GoG) has enacted various policies and laws that prioritise and protect its authority to appropriate
and manage them. Meanwhile, these same benefits serve as powerful pull fattitsattt human
settlements to riparian areas, where communities depend on rivers both directly and indirectly for
livelihoods. Whikt local residents harness these waters for fishing, smallholder agriculture, and
domestic use, the GoGthrough its statiory institutionsi derives parallel sets of indirect and
direct benefits, including tourism revenue, transportation taxes, and the strategic generation of
hydroelectric power. Indeed, since the transition from British colonial rule to independent national
governance in the late 1950s, hydroelectricity and the electrification of rural and urban
constituencies have featured prominently in electoral campaigns and political manifestos. These
commitments have become part of the informal social contract betieestate and citizens,

shaping political legitimacy, voter expectations, and development rhetoric.
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Figure 16: Water interests in Ghana

SourceAut hor 6s. construct

However, the differentiated interests, power configurationsapptbpriation logics that surround
surface water resources often result in uneven access, control, and management between riparian
communities and the national government. These dynamics reveal how water governance becomes
a politically charged arena in wah authority, identity, and territorial rights intersect. Against this
background, this section focuses on four major drivers through which political power manifests
and is reproduced within Ghanads watdeopowar ap e :
electrification; Competing water resource rights and claims between the state and local residents
(particularly those with autochthonous entitlements); and Modern infrastructure development

(such as transportation) undertaken by the State. Thiesesdmanifest how power is mobilised,

173



negotiated, and contested in the governance o
for understanding the muisicalar political interactions that shape local experiences and

institutional arrangements mparian contexts.
4.4.1 Political prioritisation

Amidst limited and often overstretched public resources, the Government of Ghana has adopted a
range of decision making strategies intended
across both wurban and r ur al2013.rOeeoc$thearfost driticaél ¢ o u n
domains in which these allocative decisions m
infrastructure designed to facilitate access to potable water for settlements across Ghana
(MWRWH, 2014). The distribution opotable water infrastructuré alongside other social

amenitiest is formally guided by national planning standards (Town and Country Planning

Department TCPD, 2011).

Although this provisioning is executed through decentralised institutions such as tG&, GW
CWSA, and | ocal government authorities (MMDAs
aligned with participatory decentralisation (
decision making authority r es:t lsudgetaryt constaietsyt r a l
national development priorities, and the geographical preferences of the central government
heavily shape the final distribution of water infrastructure (Ampratwum, 2022). Despite the
existence of clear planning standards thatisfesy appr opri ate popul ati on
and the types of water systems different settlements merit (see TCPD, 2011), the empirical reality

is that distribution remains uneven. Some communities receive infrastructure far beyond what their
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populdion warrants, while other§ often with significantly higher populations remain

underserved.

This unevenness positions potable water provision not merely as a technical or hydrological matter

but as a deeply political one (Amankwaa et al., 2024). Thengiwater challenges narrated earlier

in section 4.2.1 may shape local water realities, but the broader landscape of water provision is
determined by political prioritisation. Everyday interactions in Bamboi reflect this understanding:
residents routinelinterpret the adequacy or inadequacy of water infrastructure as the outcome of
political deci sion making processes rather th

illustrated in a&Key Informant hterview in Bamboi:

AMadam, si nc eamasiandclasereo Atcrafreferridg to the capital of Ghana

and the seat of the central government], you can advocate for us. We [referring to himself
and other village leaders who have initiated actions to fellpvon water infrastructure

that the vilg e ds popul ation require] have tried
substantial result. [...] We have followed up several times in the district but once our need

is not important to the governmente will waste a lot of time. [...] There are small towns

in the Bole District who have access to systems that Bamboi rather deserves. [You] just
look at New Longoro here [pointing to the town south of the BVR], their population is

nowhere closer to Bamboi but they have a Village Water System with a resi@at

Engineer and othestaff. Wh at can justify whyfielnb o i IS
2022).
The reflections of KI 1 10 reinforce Amankwaa

provision in Ghana is shaped by political prioritisation. As AweddB&86, p.36) notes

175



AParadoxically, Bamboi and New Longor o,
Regions, [of the south and north, respectively] are twin settlements separated by a ferry

and now a bridge over the Lower Black Vol

However, the compason made by KII 10 underscores a persistent pattern: the 3$outh
geographically and administratively closer to Acdratends to receive higher priority in
infrastructural development than northern settlements. This pattern is historically rooted, tracing

back to the col oni al administrationdés spati al

In this context, the absence of a commensurate water system in Bamboi, despite its sizeable
population and strategic location, becomes difficult to explain outside of the broadealpol

economy of prioritisation in Ghana.

4.4.2 Rural and urban hydropower electrification and demands

Massive technological developménsuch as dam constructidnhurts (Abrampah et al., 2015,

p.279). Although hydropower infrastructure is often pre=sgas an engine for modernisation and
development, its social and ecological implications are far more complex and ambivalent. In
Ghana, dam construction for hydropower gener a
hand, it stimulates economic prativity, supports industrial expansion, and enhances national
development trajectories (Gyasi et al., 2018; Merem et al., 2018); on the other hand, such projects
compromise the health, wellbeing, and safety of downstream populations as the chemical and
ewmlogical properties of rivers shift over time (Gbedemabh et al., 2023), and they frequently cause
displacement of local residents who retain ancestral, spiritual and livelihood ties to the riverine

landscapes inundated by dam reservoirs (Abrampah et &b; Riettle, 2011).
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Whilst these adverse impacts are borne most directly by riverine communities within the
geographical zones where dams are constructed (Anima, 2015), one of the largest ibenefits
hydropower electricityi is enjoyed by populations far rewed from these localities. In
contemporary Ghana, electricity has become not only a basic expectation, but a political
commodity tied to national development aspirations. Industrial and domestic appetite for energy
remains insatiable, and access to el@tyrcontinues to form part of the implicit social contract
between successive governments and electorates across the country. Presently, approximately 70%
of Ghanaians have access to electricity, with government agendas consistently pledging to expand

coverage to the remaining 30% (Merem et al., 2018).

Hydropower generation in Ghana is heavily concentrated within the Volta Basin, where the
construction of the Akosombo Dam commenced in 1961 (VRA, 2019). Since 1964, three major
dams have been completed, a&nght additional dams have been proposed within the basin. Each

new hydropower intervention reshapes widteman relations, ransforming river flows,

ecol ogi cal regi mes, and socio economic systerm
These transformations include downstream reductions in water quality, declines in fish populations,

and disruptions to aquatic biodivieys(Gbedemah et al., 2023).

The subsequent section focuses on the political economy of the Bui Dam and situates Bamboi
within the broader politics of national electrification. It demonstrates how political prioritigation
anchored in national struggles meet hydropower demantseconfigured livelihood pathways

and risked the survival of downstream communities such as Bamboi. The discussion begins with
Table 4, which outlines the existing and planned dams within the Volta Basin, including the Bui

Dam.
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Table 4: Existing and planned hydroelectric power dams in the Volta Basin in Ghana

Name of dam  Subbasin State Year Capacity (MW)
Akosombo Lower Volta Existing 1964 1060
Kpong Lower Volta Existing 1981 120
Bui Black Volta Existing 2013 400
Juale Oti Planned 87
Pwalugu White Volta Planned 50
Kulpawn White Volta Planned 40
Daboya White Volta Planned 43
Koulbi Black Volta Planned 68
Ntereso Black Volta Planned 64
Jambito Black Volta Planned 55
Lanka Black Volta Planned 95

Source Adapted from McCartney et al. (2012).

A considerabl e number of concerns have been
decision to secure a loan from the EXIM Bank of China to finance the Bui Dam. Central among
these concerns is the apge nature of the Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) that
preceded the financing and construction of the dam (see Yankson et al., 2018; Hensengerth, 2013),
especially the limited attention given to downstream implications (Owusu et al., 2019). Despite
these criticisms, the Government of Ghana proceeded with construction, driven by mounting
domestic and industrial pressures as the country grappled with one of the most severe energy crises

in its history (Owusu et al., 2019). In this context, the Bui Omoame a politically strategic
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projecti e mbr aced as a fiboldo intervention that C

legitimacy (Yankson et al., 2018)

Figure 17: The first BPABamboi stakeholder consultation pastm consuction
Source Fieldwork, 2022.

Although the immediate effects of the Bui Dam on upstream and midstream settlements such as
Gyama Dokokyenaand Akanyakromwere extensive and widely documented (Yankson et al.,
2018), the impacts on downstream communitiesincluding Bamboii have received
comparatively limited scholarly and policy attention. Nevertheless, Owusu et al. (2019) identify
Bamboi as one of the downstream communities substantially affected by the operation of the Bui

Dam. One of the most notabiwnstream impacts relates to changes in livelihood structures,
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particularly the fishing economy. Key Informant a fisherman in his 70s who had lived in

Bamboi | ong before the damés construction, ex

"Before the road was constructed on the dammesfishermen and residents in the village
could mobilise traviders and paddle them on the canoe to cross the river to south or north.
So, fishermen were fishermen and Addriverso
there were different kindsf éish species in the river. Now, the species have changed and
even reduced in number. At this period in the previous years, | could get a lot of fish in my
canoe but look [directing eye contact to the fish in his canoe by the banks of the river whilst
heremoves the fins with a knife] at what | got [...]. The delight in the river keeps changing."
(K1l 11, fieldwork 2022).

Another fisherman affirmed the decline in fishing livelihoods
"Fishing in this village was a good job. A lot of people had canoes \leghgave on rent
and sharing agreements but now, most of them have stationed their canoe. Go to the Batorr
line [making reference to the area predominated by the Ewe settlers], you will see the

canoes abandoned and some being converted into other(#dk%2, fieldwork 2022).

A carpenter specialising in canoe construction also described the decline in canoe demand due to

shifting livelihoods and heightened risks associated withppo dam f i shi ng:

"Oh, the canoe jobs have reduced. It is not like before, but | get a few orders from the
village and other people from different villages along the river. Fishing has rekineed

[alocal exaggeratiomeaningi d r allyad ]i .c P e ogn scaredafrfishingsbecause one
does not know when the excess water from the dam will be released. Fishing has become

very dangrous." (Village Responder¥R 7, fieldwork 2023).
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These changes ripple through the local economy. A resident of 30 yearsperates a grocery
shop[what is referred agrovision storen Ghana] at the rest stops area of the village. She narrated
the followingnear t he resit stop area, noted
"Previously, you could get fresh fish from the riverbanks at very affordable prices. Even
the grilled ones were affordable with varieties but now, | have to travel every week to a
village towards the south [referring to sowf the BVR] to buy fish for mpome." (VR 3,

fieldwork 2023).

Thesenarrativescollectively mirror the findings of Owusu et al. (2019), demonstrating how the
Government of Ghanabés political decision to c
livelihood dynamics of downstream settirigaspecially in relation to the quantity and diversity

of fish species that previously sustained Bam
Abrampah et al . 6s (2015) c aapmentocan caubeadeep sneiad si v e
and ecological harm. Both the BVR and the fishing livelihoods in Bamboi have been negatively

affected by the Bui Dam.
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Figure18 An i nterview with a fAdisappointedo fi sh

Source: Fieldwork, 2022.

4.4.3 Competing water resource rights and claims

Until colonisation and the subsequamiependence of Ghana, local residents exercised control
over natur al resources, i ncluding water, t hr
forms of stewardship (Anquandah, 2013). The presence and distribution of rivers and streams were
central tothe historical formation of settlements across the country, shaping patterns of mobility,
Ssubsi stence, and socio cultural organisation.

national pattern, in which water availability and access coteditiicore determinant of habitation.
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However, the coloni al stat eds i taercimherifed gndr at i o
sustained by post i ndageratatl entdwieg p@veriatymmegiesvthatr n me
continue to constrain local claime v e r water rights and parti
deci sion making processes. These coloni al l eg
Government of Ghana bypassed local consultations (Hensengerth, 2013) during the negotiation of

the loan agrement with the EXIM Bank of China for the construction of the Bui Dam. Such
unilateral decisions underscore how the central state routinely mobilises its authority to appropriate

water resources without fully engaging the custodial knowledge and clalocabéommunities.

Dynamics of power therefore remain central t o
et al ., 2019) . Decision making authority typi
economic leverage, especially large businesses, industrial grdipolitical elites (see Yankson

et al., 2018). These groups often possess the capacity to shape, influence, or manipulate water
policies in ways that advance their financial or infrastructural interdé$tsvever, this
consolidation of power systemadity sidelines marginalised grouparticularly rural riparian
communitiesi whose voices and interests are frequently absent or diluted within formal
governance processes. The resulting imbalance fosters inequitable distribution of water resources,

privileging certain actors while disadvantaging others (Yankson et al., 2018).

This unequal power relationship, coupled with the competing interests of the Government of
Ghana and local residents, manifests as a recurring political tension within water gesourc
appropriation. What local residents continue to assert autochthonous rights grounded in long
hi stories of transfer, inheritance, ritual ob

water is a derivative of colonial rule and the cerdealdi governance structures institutionalised
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after independence. Consequently, local customary rights and state regulatory authority often

collide, producing contested terrains of legitimacy, entitlement, and control.

At present, the Ministry of Water Regsoas, Works and Housing bears overarching responsibility

for water resources in Ghana (Mul et al., 2015). The Ministry operationalises its policies through

four key bodie$ the Water Resources Commission, Ghana Water Company Limited, Community
Water and 8nitation Agency, and the Hydrological Services Departriiead well as through

other parastatal agencies such as local governments. These institutions collectively reinforce the
centralised governance architecture of water resources, further entreticeings t at e 6 s d o mi

over a sector in which local communities have historically held custodial authority.

4.4.4 Modern infrastructure development

The construction of roads connecting villages, towns, cities, and neighbouring countries remains

a major sowe of public enthusiasm in Ghana, largely due to the extensive benefits and rapid
soci o economic transformations that accompany
al., 2024; Barajei et al., 2023; Danku and Antwi, 2020). ¥thilar g e s ofadtrecturé o ad |
particularly highway$ contributes significantly to local and national economies, they also reshape

and sometimes transcend existing environmental patterns in complex ways (see Khanani et al.,
2021; Ametepey and Ansah, 2014). Bamboiexenfpli es a settl ement whose
ecological evolution has been repeatedly shaped by successive transport infrastructure regimes

intended to connect Ghanadéds northern and sout

Prior to the introduction of mechanised ferry servioeshility across the BVR was facilitated by
locally owned and operated canoes. These canoes transported travefilensrequiring them to

spend days in Bamboi psychologically preparin
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and t he fpeearcte i avneddaséosiater] with d. Key mfsrtants recounted that owning
a canoe during this period conferred both prestige and economic advantage, enabling operators to

earn income through their river based transpo

This localised economic privilege shifted whatically with the introduction of
government operated ferry crossings. Because
from river transport was redirected from local canoe operators to government agencies.
Additionally, ferries were widely perosed as safer and more reliable than canoes, reducing the

length of time travellers spent in Bamboi before crossing. As confidence in ferry safety increased,
the ritualised Opreparationd and culturally e
This transition reflects the broader dynamics
infrastructure not only alter patterns of mobility but also redistribute economic benefits and

reshape local livelihoods.

A further transformation occurred wih t he construction of the Tr
for mer President Dr . Hilla Limann, as part o
Counci |l Five Year Devel opment Plan. Since the
responsive to the incaes i n g vehicul ar movement al ong t hi
construction altered the spatial organisation of commerce by shifting economic activities from the

immediate banks of the BVR to locations around the bridge abutments and the central areas of

Bamboi . This shift facilitated the emesucgence
as cement buil't and tiled eateries, chiaracte

thereby transforming the settl ementds economi
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Ecologially, these shifts brought both relief and new challenges. The relocation of commercial
activities away from the riverbanks initially
anthropogenic pollution associated with trading and ferry operatienbned. However, new

forms of environmental degradation emerged. The expansion of Bamboi as a tradirdyikiah

by increased use of the Bamboi Bridge by local, national, and international traveierdined

with the encl av e 0 $withuthediverd lyang in a plley ang tbegsettiepamtyon

the highland), resulted in escalating solid and plastic pollution flowing indirectly into the BVR. In

this new regime, pollution of the river became less direct but more diffuse, as everyday litering

the village centre was transported downslope into the river system. As several informants observed,
local residents may have hesitated to engage in such behaviours had the pollution remained visibly

and immediately connected to the riverbanks.
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Figure 19: Polluted gullies a few meters to the BVR

Source Fieldwork(2022/23.

In the next section, | examine the dynamics between the BVR and Bamboi, focusing on settlement
hi stories, et hnic rel ati oof iymanwated intéradctmns ¢hato | v i

continue to shape livelihoods, identity, and governance within the village.

45 Understanding the waterscape of BamboiThe Black Volta River and the making of

Bamboi

As previously established, the Volta River Basin casgsthe Black Volta River (INCA reaches:
BV1 to BV5), the White Volta River (INCA reaches: WV1 to WV6), the Oti River (INCA reaches:

Otil to Oti5), the Lower Volta River (INCA reaches: L1to L6), ahdet di ver se | and
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across their combined catchments. These hydrological systems are monitored through three main
flow stationsi Bamboi, Nawuniand Sabobai strategically positioned near the mouth of each

major river (Addo and Dayinday, 2023). Th&adsombo Dam outflow serves as the final flow
station of the basin (Addo and Dayinday, 202
monitoring nodes elevates its significance within the Volta Basin, especially in relation to how it

shapes, and is shapeg the BVR.

= o r LB = =
a) b) 3 . Water Cropland
. Forest . Urban

Grassland Snow and Ice

Wetland Barren

@ Flow station

~. River network

| Sub-catchment
Boundary

Akosombo

Figure 20: The Volta Basin showing Bamboi and other flow stations

Source Addo and Dayinday (2023).

Cudjoe et al. (2023) demonstrate that water landscapes evolve through a combination of natural
processes including rainfall variability, climatic shifts, droughts, floods, and temperature
increase§ and ant hropogenic drivers such as | and wu
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Whilst anthropogenic actions frequently intensify natural pressures on water systefog €ud

al. (2023) also note that laws and policies can act as protective measures for natural resources.
However this position tends to obscure the politics of protection itself. In practice, natural resource
governancé particularly for strategic resoces like watei is deeply entangled with power. As
Bazaanah (2020) argues, state laws often serve as instruments through which political elites

consolidate control and appropriate the benefits of water resources.

Prior to colonial incursion, water govenge in Ghana was embedded within customary systems
grounded in locatosmovision(Atampugre et al., 2016; Anquandah, 2013). Water bodies were
recognised as sacred entities, imbued with spiritual agency and governed through reciprocal
relationships in whichwater could confer blessings or misfortune depending on human conduct
(Greene, 2002). Colonialism, and later postcolonial regimes, disrupted these relational systems by
introducing legal and bureaucratic structures that marginalised indigenous stewprdstiges.

Although implementation varied across periods, both colonial and postcolonial water laws
consistently displaced customary authority ir

frameworks.

Atampugre et al. (2016) observe that this transétiom reflected deliberate shifts toward
|l egi sl ation based, technocratic paradi gms mo
popul ation pressures. These state driven fram
the Government of Ghana apprigpes benefits from water resouréean argument | elaborated

earlier in Section 4.4.1.

The subsequemaragraphsituatethe iterative relationship between Bamboi and the BVR as it is

shaped by its history and present engagemAstsiscussed earlieniChapter Three, Bamboi is
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a major settlement in the Bole District, one of seven administrative areas in the Savannah Region

of Ghana (GSS, 2021) . The Savannah Region i
administrative redistricting exercise, whiclvidied the former Northern Region into smaller, more
manageabl e units. Bole District |ies between
2. 45W, bordered to the north by the Sawla/ Tun
the east byhe West Gonja District, and to the south by the Wenchi and Kintampo Districts of the

Bono and Bono East Regions. Its southernmost point ends at Bamboi.

Figure 21: A view of the Black Volta River and Bamboi Bridge from the rixaark at Bamboi

Source Fieldwork, 2023.
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Bamboi lies in the Middle Volta Basin (Tonah, 2007), north of the BVR, and straddles the
Trans ECOWAS Road Ilinking Ghana to Burkina F.
across the river was facilitated by arfeuntil the 1980s when the Bamboi Bridgeonstructed

by the Cementation Compaiiyr e pl aced ferry transit as part ¢

under the Supreme Military Council (Briggs, 2019; Damwah, 2011).
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Figure 22: Physical and Social Environment Map of Bamboi

Source: Fieldwork, 2023
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Figure 22 depicts the physical and social features and infrastructure of Barhkomain
autochthonous ethnic group found in Bamboi is the Mo/ Deg. The Mo ethnic group is divided into
two groups based on their positions to the BVR. Bamboi, which is north of the BVR, is considered
the administrative capital of the North Mo Traditional Council that oversees the Chieftaincy and
customary land arrangements of smaller-8éoninated villages anldamlets located north of the

Black Volta River. Kintampo, a town in the Middle Volta basin, serves as the administrative capital

of the South Mo Traditional Council as it is located on the south of the Black Volta River.

Figure 23: A view of a typical day in Bamboi
Source: Fieldwork 022/23.

Whilst there are different narratives on how the Mo ethnic group came into existence and settled
at their present locations, the dominant narrative is that they originated from the Shasiala e

group at the preseitay Upper WesRRegion but relocated due to an intrébal conflict. In a Key
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Informant Interview with a Council of Elders member at the Bamboi Palace who is in his 70s, he
shared an oral history that was passed to him. He edrtia¢ following:
AWe hailed from Sissal a, Upper West. So,
However, we | eft Sissala because we fought
The fight was not resolved so those who felt threatened mof/gdulunderstand the

Deg/ Mo and Sissala | anguages, you could sp

-

Figure 24: North Mo Tr adi tiBamba | Council 6s Office

Source Fieldwork, 2022.

The narrative of the Key Informant waeminisced from an oralgtory that has been passed on

from the earlier settlers to the present. Regardless, my interactions with my field assistant beyond
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this interview revealed several language similarities between the spoken Mo/Deg/Degha and
SissalaBeyond just the Sissala, there were traces of Dagaare and Waale in the Mo/Deg language.
Dagaare and Waale are dominant spoken languages among the Dagao and Waale ethnic groups in
the Upper West Region of Ghana, the region of the Sissala ethnic gaogal (1972)and
Berdor-Samuel (191) argue that the Ssala language has its roots in the Grusi branch of the Gur

family and close lexical relationships among member languages of the Grusi cluster such as the
Tamprusi, Chakali, Vagala, and Mo/Deg To exenp | i fy the d@Abloodo rela
Mo/Deg/Degha and the Sissala, my field assistant drew my attention to a cordiaigtiag

bet ween the two tribes. The most significant
Apretenti ous eaaMooragroyp bfMpativesthat sek at the Rest stop area and

Sissala passenger or private cars.

In one such encounter, a fifteen peepl@apaci ty yell ow 6Ssanyoungé6
BamboiBridge from the southern part towards the north.e ©ar had stopped for passengers to

use the rest stop towards the other part of the journey. Without provocation, the driver who had
alighted to buy water started insulting the watelter, calling himas uncivilized; a wordhatis

not taken lightly in mny localspacesn Ghana. Whilst | was unhappy and surprised by the
scenario, | was later able to connect the trend of the interactions to tBesbéda playmating. In

no time, what seemed like an exchange of insults suddenly turned into loud solagghtsr.
Subsequently, my research assistant informed me that it is an everyday occurrence in that area. It
has been a good way of reconnecting with thei
This relationship is similar to the findingsAésoglenang (2023) and Wegru (2000) in the northern
regions of Ghana. Thus, whilst Wegru (2000) explores the atkeric joking relationship bewsen

the Dagaaba and Gurune or Frafra of northwestern and northeastern, Gismegtively,
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Aasoglenang (2023xplores how the intralan joking relationship among the Dagara people of

Nandom in northwestern Ghana offers a conduit for conflict resolution.

Whilst Mo has become an acceptable name for the Deg/Degha and has been used interchangeably
by various authorsuch as Awedoba (199@&3rindal (1972)and BrendoiSamuel(1971) there are

different narrativesegarding the ethnic identity name, Mo. A Key Informant revealed that Mo is

not the actual ethnic name but Deg. He connects a historical collaboration b#tedeshanti

and the then Deg during a war as the root of the name Mo. In the narrative, he recounted that the
Deg had been consulted by a delegation from the Ashanti Council to support it with fighters toward

a war between the Ashanti and another tribeindicated the below;

AWe are not <called Mo. Our real name i s th
say, ¢hank yo@ This, you know [referring to my identity as arsaktg¢. We [to wit,

ancestors] helped the Asante people in one of their warsn\tfie¢ won, they started

referring to us as thilo people, as a sign of saying those we have thanked. This signifies

we are in a good rel ati onfeldwork2023).t h t he Asa

Although the narrative was silent about the exact ethnigpgitoe recounted that the Ashanti won
t he war. Consequently, they started calling t

y 0 uMb., This later becomes the dominant name of the Deg ethnic identity.

On the contrary, another Key Informant who igraditionalist and participates actively in the
sanctification of the BVR presented a different narrative regarding the Deg/Mo ethnic identity. He
connects the Mo ethnic identity name to the Black Volta River. He argued that the Black Volta

River is callel Mo in the traditional/customary sense.
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ANs uo rOBurkinavap DWwokOCot e D 6 'O m freino Mo.Obiara nim 8 Uha
nansuonotiriv@ Lit &rtadwbhyer i i f you go to Burkine

call it Mo. Everybody knows thisiswherethead aut hor i ty] | i2028)0 ( KI |

He mentioned the two neighiming countries of Ghana since the Volta Rivers flow from them
through northern Ghana before moving seedistwards to enter Lake Volta. Whilst both stories
make sense, the narrative of Kll 2 relates closely to the name Bfatle VVolta River in Burkina

Faso. The BVR is locally called Mouhoun while the White Volta River is called Nakambe in
Burkina Faso. The first two letters of Mouhoun form the Deg ethnic group's dominant name, Mo.
The Black Volta River idocally called NnaaMoo, especially among the traditionalists and the
river priesthood family (Koorafon) in the village. Whilst there is a clear connection between the
Mouhoun River and the Mo ethnicity according to the narrative of some of the village key
informants on theiver priesthood, there was not a clear establishment between thekoanze

(the river priesthood family gate) and how it relates to the identities of the river. Regardless, this

ethnography revealed that the name of God in K&wpwii, which directlytra s | at es as Mo

of everythingo have si mil ariverprest,iMdkoordo. t h Ko or a

Moving on to the termolta[in the Black Volta River] and how it frames the localised cosmovision,

the term wlta is believed to have been imposed the presentlay Volta rivers by some
Portuguese explorers due t o t heBarid 2023Ward,g 0/ me a
2023 Nartey, 2017). Thus/oltai s t he di rect tr ans (Dakubu®@®l2)of At u
The BVR flows from Burkna Faso and turns northwards at Bamboi and later turns eastwards
towards the south of Ghan&hilst the turns of the BVR at Bamboi have physical and geological
connotations (Obuobie et al., 2024ddo and Dayinday2023; Yira et al., 2021), to sonkey

informants in Bamboi, there is more to these turns than just physical and geological sequence. A
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Key Informant revealed that these turns depict the power and uniqueness of the particular place of

Bamboi 0s Heexpredserl methought on timsthe fdlowing narrative
fl..]here[ Bamboi ] i s where the pewwoekr2022)f t he r

In a similar line of thought, another Key Informant wélmgs to the sanctification of the river

shared this thought;

AHwe , nisawna m tim &v'O SOded m'adinka aka akyemwo no, babiara a wolkO

biara a nsuo wei fa né@no nim £ Bamboi nalyi ho apae. Enamiyude saa buo no mma

nsuo no, nfasobubibery tnha efiri mu ma kurommaf®, li t er al | vy, ASee,
[reference t@BVR] head [power oauthority] is hereAs | have told you already, if you go

to wherever this water passes, they know Bamboi is where we do the rituals of the river.
Because we ascribe the respect [acknowledgement] to the water, there are a lot of profit

[benefits] thatacere t o t he v (Kl 2, BelglworkP02%. i dent s o
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Figure 25 The BVR and other surface water sources in Bamboi

Source:Fieldwork 022/23.
To deepen his stands and associ at e oneltasmidt ur no
attributions beyond physical and geological meanings and how this cosmic perspective shapes the

local economy of Bamboi, Kll 2 added these thoughts to his point;

"In less than 15 minutes' drive towards the south from Bamboi, you will spot stapst
developed at your left side of the road. No matter how they try to outrun the trade of
Bamboi, it will not stand. It is because the passengers that pass that stretch are passing
through Bamboi. If they stop and eat there, what will happen to thex$racdBamboi? The

river's 'head’ is at Bamb@msuo no ti wWbDBamboi] How can the people be deprived of
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benefits that accrue from the river? Let them go to the sky and return, there is a force
(referring to normphysical powers) that will not make it standou mark my words!
[pointing his hands to his eye, as he expresses his confidence in his opiniomdigketds

over time]" (KlI 2, fieldwork 2023).

The early maps of the Volta Rivers depicted changes in the currents at theahthehriver
(Dakubu,2012). Bamboi i@ majorflow station of the BVR Addo and Dayinday2023) Hence

the changes in the flow and current at Bambaittributed to science. Howevehese physical
descriptions are interpreted to mean more than physical attributions to ®iug, whilst Kll 2
narrations confirm the physical characteristics of the Volta Rivers described by scholars such as
Obuobie et al. (2024Addo and Dayinday2023) andyira et al. (2021)the spiritual attributions

Kll 2 associates with the turns hawexeived little to no scholarly attention in Ghana, and often
relegated in global discourses on water governaibés neglect stems, in part, from the
marginalisation of locatosmovisiorand culturally embedded ways of knowing, which often fall
outside Wetern scientific paradigms and dominant notionslob d er no knowl edge
(Tamale, 2020Mignolo and Walsh, 2018; Ogwumi, 1997). Meanwhile these worldviews
provide important decolonial insights by foregrounding relational ontologies of ,vihtey
understandings of water as social, spiritual, and polittbabugh which local people construct

their connections toatural esources (Strang, 202B8oelens, 2014; Linton and Budds, 2D1Bhe
tensions between scientific/ Western centric
disrupt neoliberal and technocratic framinasdcall into question the universaliof IWRM and

related policy instruments that underpin formal water egoance (Evaristo et al., 2023;

ZwarteveerandBoelens, 2017/Biswas, 2008
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In the next sections, | unpack the relationship between the BVR and Bamboi, and how it is shaped
by statelevel water decisiomaking and interfaces, particularly on the apprdjonaof the

benefits of the BVR for Ghana.

Water Appropriation
Interface pEe—
Local Level /" Local Level
Ghana River Systems =" . L 1
Hes Fishing State Level
Norms / \
Beliefs / Irrigation VE— Hydroelectricity Generation
Interests | Livelihoods @ Transportation
Culture X | 8
Ecosystem Services - Etc
History «—> g :
(=]
Local Economy o
\
State Level Socio-Cultural Relations
Volta River § Toaes Recreation
0 ver System
Developmental Transportation

Priorities

Figure 26: Bamboi amidst the watesociety interactions

Source Aut horoés construct

The BVR and Bamboi produce an iterative interaction; both ergitiesting each other in unique

ways, as shaped by the stdd®el decisions on strategic face water resources. Figure 26
demonstrates the relationship between the three major entities; the BVR, the Government of Ghana
and the Bamboi village. The BVR is situated in the river system ah&hholding significant
importance due to the Bui Gorge that passed engineering and technical feasibilities for dam
construction (Okyeteet al., 2019). This became useful by the GoG in a time that Ghana was
going through energy crises (Miescher and Tisika009). The BVR drives the patterns of local
economy in Bamboi. The river serves as a major source of water for irrigation farming, fishing,

livelihood options (such as trading), ecosystem services,-sattioral relations, recreation and
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transportatia in the Bamboi catchment. For instance, the river is useful for peasants and large
scale commercial farming in the village. By peasant farming, individual farmers rely on the
consistent levels of water in the BVR pd&&ati Dam construction to support théarming. The
largescale commercial farming in the village relates to organised private anestaisored
farming whose products are marketed beyond the Bamboi village. In a conversation with a farmer

in the village, he revealed the following:

A [ .althoughthe river has changed duetothe Bai més | mpact , it hel
year around. At least, one is assured that one can always have wateadn flozalised
jargon for the ABVRO] for f ar mi nnrrigation c as e
project relies mainly on thadri [BVR]. Go and see the appealing nature of the farming
projects around that area [referring to the location of the irrigation]. [....] But as for fishing,
hmmnian expression of dissatisfaction], it has reaffgcted itpaa[an Akanexaggeration
of A a VR 5ofieldwjork 2023).
These local benefits that are driven by the BVR in Bamboi constitute the water appropriation of
Bamboi.
On another hand, the GoG also derives water appropriations from the BVIR.araesainly large
scale local and national projects that give the GoG goodwill in Ghana. Having overarching control
over natural resources in the country by virtue of various legislative instruments and constitutional
provisions, the eBWXDvesrides iherdontral bf Bamba and ¢cohsequently
have greater impacts on the appropriation of the water resources benefits of Bamboi.
Meanwhile, these appropriations from the BVR are mediated by certain features (interfaces) at the
local (Bamboi) andstatelevel. At the Bamboi level, these interfaces are seen in values, norms,

beliefs, interests, culture and history. The local interfaces define the ways in which the Bamboi
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village relates with the BVR. For instance, the belief that the river has caanhority to
reciprocate its treatment by the local village shapes the ways in which people in the village consider
polluting the river. Since the relationship between th&BWd Bamboi is an iterative relationship
mediated by the interfaces, the BVR@lshapes the ways in which the norms, livelihood and
values of Bamboi are frames. Thus, the presence of the BVR at the enclave shapes the ways in
which the culture of the village residents i
sanctificationfestival’, the creation and the reverence of the river priests (unique traditional roles

i n Bamboi) are shaped by the river. Thus, Wi
sanctification festival and the role of the water priests would not haste@and justified.

On another hand, political decistomaking, legislation/legislative instruments and development
priorities (such as hydropower generation) serve as the iterative interface between the GoG and
the BVR. Thus, w h i tios of the leeefitsCod iBedDBVR ar griven pyrthe a
legislations of control, development priorities and politics, the BVR can shape these interfaces.
For instance, natural and human induced climatic conditions that increase or decrease the average
rainfall dong the BVR in the Bui Gorge catchment can reduce the operation ability of dam turbines

and consequently affect its 400 MW capacity.

4.6 Conclusion ofthe chapter

This chapter has drawn on both literature and empirical material from Bamboi to respoad to t
first research question: AWhat are the dynami
mani fest in Bamboi ?0 By situating Bamboi wi t h
demonstrated how national political priorities, historical lega@ad contemporary governance

practices shape the flow, supply and use of water systems that underpin downstream settlements.

141 have discussed this in Chapter Six.
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In doing so, the chapter established the conceptual and empirical foundations necessary for
understanding how colonial, postcolahiand current political processes reconfigure water

governance in Ghana and, by extension, in Bamboi. Three key concluding arguments follow.

First, the chapter showed that waterscapes in Ghana are continually reshaped by the interactions
between human paojfations, livelihoods and state power. Activities such as fishing, dam
construction for hydroelectricity, and pollution linked to mining intersect with the authoritative
controls exercised by the Government of Ghana through constitutional and legisksttiments

T particularly Articles 257, 268 and 269 of the 1992 Constitution and statutory provisions such as

Act 1996 and Act 522. Whitthese instruments vest autonomy over water resources in the central
government, primary settlers continue to assatwchthonous claims that long predate statutory
water governance. The chapter tihaadtlkefhistorieal ar g u e
transfer of control from local custodians to the central governimeetikens local accountability
structuresand omp |l i cates water resource management . A
of water for hydroelectric development and other national projects has not translated into
commensurate investment in potable water infrastructure for Bamboi, thereliyggesternance

and equity tensions.

Second, the chapter demonstrated how political decisions at the nationdl pargtularly the

damming of the BVR for the 400 MW Bui Dairhave altered both the physical and social flows

of water in Bamboi. The strajee value of the BVR to the national electricity grid ensures that
hydropower planning and political prioritisation continue to shape the interactions between the
river and downstream settlements. In Bamboi, these dynamics extend beyond material access to
influence identity formation itself. By tracing the Mo ethnic identity to the upstream source of the
BVR i Mouhoun in Burkina Fasé t he <chapter il lustrated Boel
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waterscapes do not merely shape access and control over watesohthiealdentities, histories

and cosmologies of the communities that inhabit them. Although the relationship between Bamboi

and the BVR is historically rooted in precolonial cosmologies, the transfer of resource authority
during the colonialand postcolenl er as has made state driven po

interface structuring contemporary interactions.

Finally, the chapter revealed how the watersc
villagebs | ocal ecacmmnmye. bhAlse devolamtsipon t fat 6 mn
subsequently, to the dominance of the Trans E
trading spaces, |ivelihoods and artisanal ski/l

gvenway® mot or mechanic services and new comme.
transit. These transformations underscore how waterscapes are not static ecological backdrops but
active socio economic terrains tinfrastructiradand gani s

political change.

Having | ocated Bamboi veocial ramdrpolit@dl mnmdscdps, thé thesis d e r

now turns from the macro | evel dynamics of

Yy

negotiations through which everydaater decisions unfold. The next chapter therefore moves

from the structural drivers of water governance to the lived, intersectional experiences that shape
inclusion and exclusion in Bamboi ds water dec
maritd status, ethnicity, spirituality, personality, and social networks intersect to produce

di fferentiated forms of authority, participat
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CHAPTER FIVE

5 Everyday waterinstitutions and the intersectional experiences in the multiple

waterscapes of Bamboi

5.0 Introduction

This chapter examines the complex interplay of intersectional experiences that shape everyday

participation in water related dentergsthrough maki n
categories such as age, sex, gender , soci o ec
soci al mar ker s. Recent water governance schoc

intersections structure exclusion and inclusion (Adard242 Sultana, 2021; Truelove, 2019;

Adams et al., 2018; Wrisdale et al., 2017). This shift reflects a recognition that governance itself
can generate and s uuwdqaal accesS prodacad natbyahlydbology bud lbyc i t y
deci si on ma kri Begausea pedple pczwpye different social positions within the

waterscape, they encounter this scarcity unevenly.

Historically, gender has dominated these debates, especially in work focused on the politics of
water flow, access, and contrélowever,an o er i nvest ment in gender
mul tiple factors that co constitute exclusion
Chapters One and Two, singular readings of gender minimise the complex social realities that
shape everyday lifé o r Mo natives and non Mo residents
extends the analysis beyond maleness and femaleness to reveal the broader intersectional terrain
through which water decisions and benefits are negotiated. It answers the secondh researc

guestion: who shapes and controls the waterscape in Bamboi?
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The chapter proceeds in three steps. First, it maps the two principal arenas of water
deci si ohwatarssérvica govisioandwater safeguarding and clarifies their rationales.

It then examines the everyday processes through which decisions are made across different
ownership and control arrangements. Finally, it unpacks how intersectional factodgsngage,

sex, gender, marriage, kinship, economic and educational status, socigkipergeb status,
migration, personality, knowledge, religion, and political affiliatiatifferentially position

residents in these processes.

Whilst no formal checklist determines who participates in water decisions (beyond the eligibility

rules govermg selection of ritual leaders such as the river @iesveryday authority emerges

from how individual sd& i rotmasalignsvithtlocabsoaal netwdtka r act e
and moral expectations. These categories do not operate uniformlygetieets vary across
individuals and situations, illustrating the |
analysis. Ultimately, this complexity exposes the reductive nature of dominant
gender mainstreaming framewbake, igaentené &HHGt
of inequality and thereby overlook the fuller constellation of social dynamics shaping water access

and decision making in Bamboi

5.1 The spaces of water decisiemaking in Bamboi

The for mal g oV er teamsowcespihcludiagp domasticssupmlya agricultural
provision, and surface water management , i S
decentralised (MMDAsagencies (see Figure 250t fundamentally does not recognisediised

and longstanding cubral structures that govern waté&/hen communitieszerementioned in the
framework, theywereframed as customers (drawing attention to the econanderpinningf

frameworR than ceproducers of the governance system.
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Figure 27: Institutional arrangements for water policy implementation

Source Ministry of Sanitation and Water Resources (2024, p.46).

Meanwhile this ethnography shows that in Bamboi,
organised around two intertwined systems: water service provision and water safeguarding.
Together, they shape the core drivers, priorities, and actors involved in deterhaningater is

accessed, regulated, and protected. Water service provision centres on securing potable water for
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drinking and agricultural use. Water safeguarding, by contrast, is driven by a commitment to

iprotectingd surface BVRY.er sources, particul a

Sub sections 5.1.1 and 5.1.2 examine the speci
within these two domains, illustrating how inclusion and exclusion emerge from the intersectional
characteristics that Ddiah pffdiatiopsein Bambdad. sFigured28 nt i t |
summarises how these systems function in parallel, each with distinct priorities andLatgcs.

in Chapter Six | further unpack the attributes and interconnections between the centralised
governance arrangemetsnd t he vill ageds |l ongstanding spir

their interaction provides a pathway for water bricolage in Bamboi.

15 Chapter Six unpacks what this means in the worldview of Bamboi.
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Figure 28 Spaces of water decisions in Bamboi

Source Aut hordés construct
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5.1.1 Waterservice provision

The focus ofwater service provisiom Bamboi is the availability of potableaterfor drinking

and enouglfor industrial and agricultural purposes. The provision of water is precededty d e r n 0
water infrastructure such as boreholggctric pipestands, and irrigation projectBhis focus is
spearheaded by Government of Ghana institutions such &olhd®istrict Assembly (théocal
government authoritpf Bamboi) throughthe Development Planning and Works Departments
Beyond the Bl District Assembly, parastatal agencies such as thai@drrigation Projecta
village-based irrigation system located at the eastern periphery of BéekdTaminati Engstrom,
2020),haspositioned itself as a water service provision agency forldargle scale agricultural
projects within the Bamboi enclaaad aboveFigure 29 captures the main actors that form the

water service provision in Bamboi.
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GoG/Local
Government

Private Parastatal
Initiatives For Agencies
Profit

Non-governmental Individual
Organisation Initiatives

Figure 29: Actors of water service provision

Source Aut hordéds construct

Furthermore, NGQsuch as the Zakat Foundation, a religibased local NGOrggyaged in social
infrastructureprojects in various places of northern Ghananiantly feature in the water
service provision througphysical water infrastructure projeasch asoreholes construction in
Bamboi. Beyond Zakat Foundation, various local and international NGOs partner with the
Government of Ghana through the Bole District Assembly departments to provide water for the
village. Whilst the above water provisi@ttors do not focus on profit (n@tonomic) in the
provision of water services for Bamboi, their significance to potable water provision is
insignificant since the water services they provide for the village is below the CWSA planning

standards for a popation such as Bamboi, over five thousand (5,000) people.
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AThe popul ation of Bamboli requires the sta
per the CWSA standar dseldvark.202P)0 ( Gover nment
Meanwhile, the village is surrounded by digionfunctional and two (2) functional GoG and
NGO provided boreholes scattered across the populated areas of the village. The Bole District
Assembly is not oblivious of this situation.Keyin f or mant narrated the aut
the potable watr situation in Bamboi:
APer the estimation of the standards we w
requires a borehole with fitted handpump. Do the calculation and see [interactively
quizzing me]. If the population is estimated at 5,000 and therden boreholes in the
village, it means that over 2,000 people in the village do not have access to a potable water
source. Meanwhile, the Assemblyman has reported that most of these boreholes are not
even working. Clearly, you can say that Bamboiasshi ng a water i nfrastr

(Government Staff 3, fieldwork 2022).
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Figure 30: Sample of no+functioning boreholes scattered across Bamboi

Source Fieldwork 022/23.

The mismatch in population and water infrastructiyreamics sheds light on the overall technical,
financial and political actions that relate to the unnatural scaofityater resources for use
resulting in what villagers describeidass t r e s s wi t Toseuifite this,cadeulbfarnsant o

sharechis opinion on the potable water situation in the village:

A[...] even the ones that are in the vill aft
see all of them. Money to repair them is one problem. When you get the money, getting

the skilled people taepair them is another problem. The District Assembly [local
government] trained about seven village residents, but it is just basic skills to tighten

handpump screws and others. When the challenge is complex, they are unable to fix it. We
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usuallyrequirep e opl e from Wenchi [a town in the ne:;
We will go through all the stress to get the problem fixed, however, in less than three
months, the users will report the same problem or another [...]. The users cannot be blamed
because the people using the boreholes are

fieldwork 2023).

These breakdowns highlight the technical, fin:
scarcity, scarcity produced not by hydrology butgovernance capacity gaps. They also expose
tensions between national reporting and local reality. GoG figures from MWHWR (2010) claim

t hat more than one third of Ghanaians have a
toward the MDGs (now SDGsHowever,s uch nati onal l evel reportior
realities of places like Bamboi, echoing broader scholarly concerns about mismatches between

SDG metrics and everyday experiences (Egan and Agyemang, 2019).

5.1.2 Water safeguarding

This sction introduces the safeguarding of water resources in Bambotheme explored
extensively in Chapter Si x, w h e cosmouisioreare v i | | a ¢
unpacked in detail. Here, the focus is on how surface water safeguarding, paricfulae BVR
(Nnaa Moo), is enacted in everyday practice. I
Apareht al | water sources, embodying both phys

that require protection.

The water safeguardingf Bamboiis rooted inits local cosmological understandings, shaped

historically through taboos, totems, and mysticabagtions linked to the BVR and passed down
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through the Koorafoff lineage. Within this cosmovision, the river possesses supernatural
authority capable of reciprocating human actidns rewarding respectful behaviour and
reprimanding transgressions. Theiprocal relationship necessitates ongoing acts of reverence
andrestraintTo r emain on the Apositiveo side of thi
two key rituals:a mandatory annual purification, asdontaneous cleansing rituals triggered by

specific incidentsBot h ri tuals occur through an off ri v

that physical and spiritual realms are intertwined.

Alongside ritual practice, tabooing and totemic prescriptions guide behaviour at the riverbank,
regulaing how people fetch water, bath, fish, or travel on the BVR. These measures function both
as expressions of gratitude and as preventive mechanisms intended to avert misfortune that may
arise from human violationsvhether intentional or accidentdlhe sfeguarding actions are led

by the Mokoord’ (water priest), a spiritual custodian from the Koorafon, who performs these
responsibilities on behalf of the Koora gate and the wider vill&geh spiritual governance of

water is not unique to Bamboi; similarratlitions are documented across Ghana

( Awuah Nyamekye, 2013).

This section also highlights a key gap in the IWRM framework. YW RM emphasises formal
participatory structures including committees, quotas, and gender representation, the actual

d e c i makimgnspaces in Bamboi remain informal, situated, and cosmologically anchored.
Rat her than fl owing through WATSAN committees
exercised through kinship networks, gate systems, ritual leadership, and splidigegtion. What

appears as fAparticipationo in for mal policy t

16 In Chapter six, | have discussed #eorafonand other family gates that make the Mo ethnicity in Bamboi.
17 In Chapter Six, | discuss whdokooroi s and what he represents in Bamboi 0s
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such as age, kinship status, economic standing, social perception, and spiritual authority that

determine whose voices carry weight in watecisions.

The restof this chapter builds on this insight by examining how intersectional factors shape
inclusion and exclusion across the villageds

and water safeguarding.

5.2 Processes of everyday demmas in Bamboi
Understanding the processes of everyday water decisions in a local setting is an essential part of
the governance of water resources. Whilst significant amount of water demialong at the
village | evel i n Bambpd trleeoplvesi aalouardd dppiersi
the decisions are often problarantric and involves different groups of actors at different stages.
A Keylnformant revealed the following narrative to situate why water deemgking in Bamboi
is problen-centic:

AY0O t e nsuo ho onitrally, jwe stayibyabuadani kat®nnbut we are

water thirstp  ( Kfleldwork 2022).

Regardless, other sources of water such as the privately owned mechanic boreholes (water
vendors), streams, pondsinwater, wells,and householdboreholes, are guided by different
arrangements that are liable to everyday changes and adapt to the overall decision climate and
trends in the village and that of Ghana. In the next section, | unpack the factors thatontlager
processes of water decisions in Bamboi and how they uniquely embody the type of water system.

These processes unveil the gendered and intersectional dynamics of water access and control.

217



5.2.1What factors matter?

Everyday water decision making in Bamboi vari g
The intersectional dynamics governing access to the BVR differ markedly from those that shape
access to privately oper at eadkpatsgwhether naterallyddark g p o i
or darkened by firewood) and menstruating women are prohibited from accessing the BVR; yet
these restrictions hold no relevance at private vending points. What may superficially appear to be

a minor rule of access, theredphas deeper implications for who is included or excluded in water
decision making along gendered | ines. Thi s wa

Koora family gate:

f...] until the spiritual sanctificatisof the river becameff-river due to an incidence that
happenediuring theon-river eventsome time ago, only males could jdive annual on
river sanctification This becausere tabo@dfemalesrom accesmg theriver during their
menstruatia, not to talk of duringuchsanctificatiors. Since we ould notbe sure of their
availability [availability here means notenstruatingwhen there is théire need to go
onto the rivefespecially in the case of the spontaneous sanctificafionspredecessors

decided 6 exclude femaleso 3, fieddivdrk 2023).

As the narrative by Kll 3 shows, what begins as a taboo on access culminates in a broader exclusion
from critical deci sion making ritual s, i ncl u
discussed in Chapter Six. Wétipender ioften foregrounded in discussions of equality, it is only

one facet of a wider set of intersectional experiences that shape water governance inlBambo
instance, menstrual exclusion declines as women age; once women reach menopause, the barrier
dissoles. This makes older women more valued in safeguarding roles than younger women. The
prominence of Koora Yaa Kumah (water priestess) and Naa Tiyaa (traditionalist and oral historian)
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demonstrates how age, gender, and spiritual authority intersect. Altlough ritual activities
still exclude all women, older women wield significant influence, highlighting the fluidity of

gender constructions in many African contexts

Beyond gender and age, family affiliation to the Koora gate determines access to core
sancification activities, including the precursor sacrifices performed before the mandatory annual

ritual. Blood ties grant potential inclusioyet this is only part of thaclusion criteria

In practice, decisions about the timing of sanctifications aner attajor development issues are
shaped by a smal/l group of economically infl
Development Committee (discussed in Section 5.3). Thus, even though public custom locates
custodianship with the Koora family, hield layers of power reveal additional intersectional

exclusions. As onKey Informant explained:

Aln as much as the previ ouBVRymauslalybeemnct i f
May-June thereabout, that is not how it is supposed to be done. lddim®udlone in the

beginning of the year. However, we require a fat wrate/'sheep for the process. Until

someone donates tlian/sheepby benevolence or tbhugh a thanksgiving donatiora

common practicef people who seek assistance through the BViad\Mbo], we are

[ i mi t e dfieldwoik ROR3). 2,

Reflecting on this narrative by Kll 2 draws attention to the untold realitythatt d onor 6 s cap
to fund the ram thus determines ritual timing, demonstrating how economic status becomes a

decisive intersetion.

These dynamics were further exposed during B

Af oreignd mining companies in early 2023. Beyq
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of the BVR, the politics of royalties revealed that participaticthén | | a g edeé@siong avdse r
shaped not solely by Koora affiliation, but also by economic influence, social position, and
political connections. Although the village has formal governance structuiasluding a
chieftaincy and an elected Assemblyman urde Local Government Act, 2016 (938) royalty

payments were initially received by a former Assemblytfdsypassingestablished authorities

and fAwhitewashingo the environment al and soc
events illustrateSwWwgatdyoet (2005 snsight® thét gowerc au | t
is dispersed, circulating through multiglecial channels rather than residing exclusively in formal

institutions or wealth.

Shi fting from river specific rules to everyday
boreholes, wells, rainwater, and private mechanised taps reflects additieraectional
dynamics. Unlike the BVR, no private tap owner
gender norms manifest differently: adult men are generally not expected to fetch water publicly

for domestic use, and when they do, they arejiterd to bypass queues. Older women also enjoy

this privilege, whereas younger women do not. Wtilr i ci ng i s not gender d
practices reveal a gendered hierarchy of respect and labour expectations that privileges adult men

and older women over others.

These examples illustrate why f oc wasufigientsol el y

The advantages and disadvantages experienced by residents emerge from the intersections of

18 | ocal Government Act, 2016 (936):
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=1635d379e2a21601611ffe0079da3434eal0cflc102a0f928ad31eaece488585e2Imit
dHMOMTcINjKONDAWMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3cafcadki606-65a932bf3-
d922f75e64fa&psg=Ghana+local+government+act+2016&u=alaHROcHM6LYy9sZ3MuZ292L mdoL3dwLWNvbnRI
bnQvcGx1Z2lucy9kb3dubG9hZC1hdHRhY2htZW50cy9pbmNsdWRIcy9kb3dubG9hZC5waHA aWQ9NDkzMA
&ntb=1

19 He did not have any formal legal nor customary locus.
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gender, age, kinship, economic standing, social reputation, and spiritual authority. Consequently,
deci si on ma Kkiiwhether about B/er satification or access to private water points
iTi's governed by fluid, overl apping, and cont e

power and participation.

The next sections detail the speci fdugngthiat er s e
et hnography and how they interact to include

governance systems.

5.3 Intersecting matters and stories in decisiommaking

This section foregrounds the fluid and relational nature of incush and excl usi on i
water decisions. Intersectionality treats social positions, (erder, age, kinship, ethnicity,

religion, class, migration status, etc.) as mutually constitutive, not additive; each position reshapes

the meaning and effectsf the others (Misra et al., 2024; Collins, 1998). Hericayoid the

common pitfall of assuming uniform advantage/disadvantage within any single category (Misra et

al., 2024; Wyatt et al., 20281andel and Semyonov, 2016-or analytic clarity, | follow @llins

and Bilgeds (2020) emphasis on inequality, re

social justice as orienting themes.

I engage the intersectional anal ysis from int
2005) . doncal analysis prdbes differences within a nominal grémpekampleamong
women oOor among men); inter cat e fponstancegvdbmem nal y s
and men). Figure 31 visualises these distinctions, and Figure 32 maps the inteakeategories

most salient in Bamboi ds waterscape.
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As Chapter Four shows, proximity to cosmological authority (such as Koorafon mempesshi

Figure 31: Intra and inter intersectional analysis categories

Source:Aut hor6s. construct

move an individual say, a male Koora resideintloser to key decision spaces around the BVR,
authorisingcertaini nt er pr et ati ons of the ri vEorigseancée,dent i
whil st a Bamboi resi d e thdir @roximiyttdhtimeisanctiticgtioneobtheMo ¢ a
BVR, having multiple layers of identities such as a male Kees&dent in Bambomay grant

access to multiple cultural contexts that situate him closer to the localised water deciking

spacesBy extensbn, the proximity of the male Koorafon to the water priesthood fundamentally
shapes howmeengagewi t h t he BVR, particularly in framin
through locally embedded cosmologies. As discussed in Chapter Four, such prexiatites
certain actors, such as KII 2 to interpret th

through the dominant scientific lens found in mainstream literature, but as a form of spiritual

222



legitimacy grounded in cosmological worldviews.§hi e x emp |l i f i es i ntersect

production of authority and meaning (Collins and Bilge, 2020).
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Water Decision

KEY:
- Intersectional categories
G > Fluid connections

.............. Connection

Figure 32: Fluid intersectional categories in water decisioaking in Bamboi

Source Aut horoés construct

224



The rest of tis sectionmovesbeyond the theoretical reflections on intersectionalityrteeil the
empirical realities that interplay in the everydayness of water degisatxmg in Bamboi. | make
inferences to scenariasthe period of the ethnograptwhere decisin-making about a source of

water became a matter of public interest and the spiral of social participatianpghaked irsuch

a scenario

Whilst the UN frames water as a human right (Langford, 2005), access in Bamboi remains a
privilege, often mediatetdy pur chasi ng power or convertible
(1998) warning about rural potable water deficits, many residents still depend on the BVR for
domestic, commercial, and agricultural uses. Vulnerable househelsisecially the agk sick,

and poorest turn to rainwater (in season) and the BVR despite anthropogenic contamination from
smal | s c gdlaanseyp Ghramaiargjargon solid and livestock wastiroughrunoff, and
detergent/soda pollution from laundry sites. For those with physical vulhigeabdistance to the

BVR multiplies the hardships of daily water access.

Althoughthe challenge of access to water in Bamboi remains a problem and reveals the capacity
challenges and priorities of the Government of Ghana, it triggers local adaptatiegisted by

village actors and householdsbrief narrative illustrates how kinship ties convert to water access:
On one Tuesday morning in February 2023, were on our way to a scheduled interview
elsewhere in the villagehen we were stopped by aman in her 7QsShe lives about half a mile
away from the BVR, Mo f a(theathree mairesarface avatet so@eesiik Or |
Bamboi, which are detailed in Chaptesur). Sheinitiated an informal conversation about the
borehole in her vicinityher main source of water for domesige which had developed a fault

in January that yeaiThe faulthad prevented it from flowing. It was revealed in this informal

conversation that such faults are quite common with this borehole and others availpbldifo
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access and use in the village. Whilst expressing her worry, she narrated that she hadagoigaged
negotiatedvith a former local government elected offidBamboi Assemblymanm) the village
who she shares family tiets, assist her in repairintge borehole when it hatkveloped dault in
the previous yealNovember 202R In the conversation, she reveatbis:
A[é] in |l ess than three months, it has brol
last year, | pleaded with the former Assemlbdynto fund repairs; he didusing part of
the 6dgal amseefyermomegy @ of t he mining O6royaltie
in the village] lam hissewagl aunt ), so it was hard for him
to pay the Ghc Pequivalentto 55 pencemonthly fee, and when it breaks, they saythe
do not have roneyi though they buy frondp i p e f Kofpoiming hamds and referring

tothepr i vate vendors) every morning.o (VR 10,

Her account compresses multiple intersectis : governance produced
breakdowns) , coll ective action frictions (fec
underwriting publ i c r ep anephswobligaiondNokevenysehaiivg as |
can mobilise suchupport hence the need to resist essentialising intersectional claims (Misra et

al., 2024; Wyatt et al., 2022; Misra, 2018; Mandel and Semyonov, 2016).
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Figure 33: A village forum on the smaBcale mining and matters arisingBamboi

Source Fieldwork, 2023.

The next sectionaunpack the specific intersectional factérsage, sexgender, marriage and
kinship, economic status, education/knowledge, social perception and job status, migration,
personality, religion, political afiation, language, and otherghatdefinewho participates, who

i s heard, and who benefits across Bamboi 0s

safeguarding.
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