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Palestinian refugee camps are among the oldest and most evolved protracted displacement
contexts. This research unpacks the evolution process of the Palestinian refugee camps in
the Gaza Strip. The primary objective of this thesis is to analyse the relatighip between the
prolonged provision of humanitarian aid, sociespatial dynamics, and the evolution of
refugee camps in two studied camp spaces in the Gaza Strip: The Jabalia and the Deir Al

Balah refugee camps.

Combining assemblage thinking and critical realism, this thesis discusses the processes of

formation and the causal mechanisms influencing the sociespatial structures in the

studied camps. The analysis borrows from the traditional theorisation of refugeeamps as
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contemporary scholars.

This study utilises qualitative research methods, including semstructured interviews,
documentary analysis, and field observations, to triangulate the data and inform the in
depth analysis. Semistructured interviews are the primary data collection methal, allowing

for detailed conversations and reflections from participants.

This thesis identifies and analyses sociespatial paradoxes in the studied camps,
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relationship between these various dynamics, fragmented governance, and living
conditions. It critically discusses the role of UNRWA as the lead humanitarian agency in the

case of Palestinian refugees, examining how its activities over time have contributed to the

human development of refugees and the built environments of camps.

This thesis contributes to the broader debates on the evolution of refugee camps in
protracted displacement contexts by providing insights from the understudied refugee
camp context of the Gaza Strip. It identifies and discusses the determinants of the elaion

process of the studied camps from their establishment in 1948 until before the October

2023 watr.
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| provide and explain the following terms using the interpretations of how refugees living in
the Palestinian refugee camps used these wordsand not necessarily entailing the exact
original meaning ofthe word. This list of terms provides a guide to some of the most
commonly used terms by refugeesexplaining the meaning associated with themThey are
expressive of the long history of displacement experienced by the Palestinian peoplas
well as the richness of experiences within that history and the thess that are explored

extensively in this thesis
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1.CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.0 Aresearch project

rPeople of the refugee camps haveatience and resilience. | am proud of

being one of them. | lived with them under /U RUNY wlWei®#Y I | 2 D¢ qlJT LWt

| am proud of my old family house that was built with a roof of corrugated

steel panels,¢ UT WRaqWé ¢t WOYqUWHSEcUNWIT Wn Yl WAOMW! 3¢l t |
w7 1JUMelH 60c Rdaupksdtlef the camp with great pride. Even

in international conferences, | always define myself as the daughter of the

Jabalia refugeecamp and tell the audience my story of living in a refugee

¢ 0 GRatin4l, 2021, Interview 03)

The above quote expresses the pride and attachment to the camp. An attachment
encapsulated by misery, and the desire to tell the story of living in a refugee camp. Camp
spaces represent the paradoxical combination of pride andmisery, resilience and
vulnerability, evolution and restrictions, determination and limitation, and the making of
lives in indefinite temporariness. For me, the initial idea and motivation for this research are
twofold. Firstly, for many years, lived in a town near a large refugee camp in the Gaza Strip,
the Jabalia camp, and had daily interactions with refugees there. The refugee camp was part
of my dalily life | shopped at its market, drove my car on its streets, and commuted to various
places in Gaza City passing through the camp. | visited the health clinics in the camp for
medical treatment; | sat in cafes with friends and attended cultural eventsl lovedbeing in
the camp with friends andfamily, feeling the intimacy and warmth. People in the camp are
friendly and generous despite thehardship, and theygreet everyone who passes by. In the
camp, people feel a sense of solidarity and familiarity; they know each other very well, and

they are familiar withY U 1J W¢ U ¥xipdiddd fantiliés and their stories.

The camp space iscomplex: it is both happy and sad, rich and poor, evolved yet stagnant
When you walk through the camp, you hear the sound of children's laughter coming from

the impoverished alleys, you smell the coffee from the street peddlers, and you hear the
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noise of cars, motorcycles, and street sellers calling to sell their goods. You see families
together at funerals and weddings, passing by youn the camp streets to offer their
condolences to the deceased family members and their congratulations to the marrying
family members. At night, internal camp alleys are dark, but the lights that show joy and hide
the misery decorate the main streets and the camp outskirtslronically, for many people
who lived in my town and the adjacent towns, going to the campy @l Muaaskar as
many people call it in the local language, feels like going to the city centre, to the capital of
the area, where you could walk in the crowded streets, find anything you need, and
participate in cultural and social activities. | have friends from theamp who are highly
educated, culturally aware,and intellectually capable; carrying the weights of displacement
and misery, but aspiring for a better future. From this experience, | developed an interest in
understanding the camps' spaces, howthey haveevolved fromstereotypical tent camps to
resemble cities, and how people havecreated their lives withinthese spaces as refugees

under humanitarian management.

Secondly, when | began this study, | had been working as a humanitarian worker in the Gaza
Strip for over ten years. Throughout my career, | have been involved in implementing
humanitarian interventions in refugee camps and urban displacement contexts. Beg part

of NGOs that provide services to vulnerable people, | have been exposed to experiences
associated with seeing the other parts of the camp, the hidden misery and poverty in the
houses and the refugee families. The deteriorated infrastructure and hing conditions
have consistently been evident in every assessment @roject. | have always questioned the
impacts of humanitarian actors' actions under prolonged displacement conditions. |
wanted to knowabout the limitations and opportunities for improvement, the dynamics that
could influence these actions, and how these actions contribute to the current sociespatial
spectacle in the places where they are implemented. Through my identities as a
humanitarian worker and as aesident of Gazawho had interacted with the camp for a long

time, | developed this research idea andnterest.
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Motivated by these considerations, this research aims to explore the sociepatial evolution

of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip and the relationship between this process and the

prolonged provision of humanitarian aid interventions. Through conducting data collection

cUT wWweUeo!'t Rt WnY! W6 RY W 3t Wel HE AWTF WHe Gopy | IWGE |

and analyse the sociespatial environment that has developed throughout more than seven
T UHReT Wt WYNnWadWWHE G Gt k W+ Rt q 130 ehigackdltNeshigtarical t
evolution of refugee camps, identifies and analyses the sociespatial dynamics of their
evolution, discusses various governance structures, highlights living conditions, and
critically engages with the role of humanitarian aid responding to protractedisplacement
in urbanrefugee camps.lt identifies the determinants of the evolution process of the studied
camps from their establishment in 1948 until the October 2023 war, examining the accounts
that led up to ther socio-spatial composition and the conditionsthat prevailed throughout

the prolonged displacement.

In this thesis, socio-spatial dynamics in the context of refugee camps represent a complex
and reciprocal relationship between refugees' social lives, interactions, and cultural
practices and the physical spaces they inhabit. It is about how refugee spacgse)shape

social structures and identities, and conversely, how refugees actively modify and add
meaning to these spaces, transforming them beyond their initial temporary organisation
(Hannaet al., 2022). They include various social and cultural norms oéfugees and the host

community and policies of space organisation, which are affected by the geopolitical

circumstances and the geographies of these spaces.

Analysing the sociespatial dynamics involves unpacking the components of the social and
physical spaces of the refugee camp under study. This includes understanding social
systems, practices, and the home refugees created, as well as the architectural fors of the
camp space and the practices of reappropriation or reconfiguration of the physical space
to create the lived camp space (AbtAridah & Henn, 2024)Interactions of the socio-spatial
dynamics in refugee camps also involve the humanitarian managenme and the top-down

organisation initially introduced for humanitarian logistical efficiency, refugees' adaptation
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and agency to meet their social needs and cultural values, and the reconfiguration of the
displaced community and space to create the urban system (AHomoud & Samarah, 2025).

In other words, understanding the sociespatial dynamics involves unpacking the reciprocal
interactions between social norms, relations, identities, the associated power dynamics

and governanceroles, and the physical space that includes houses, roads and alleyways,
commercial and other public spaces, as well as thewider composition Y'n W aq 6 W WHE O Gt

neighbourhoods.

Following this initial introduction to the research and its underlying motivations, the
remainder of this chapter is divided into three main sections. The first section sets out the
research problem and rationale. The second section provideghe research aim and

guestions. The last section explains the structure of the thesis, providing a brief description

of each chapter.

1.1 Research problem and rationale

In contemporary studiesand literature, scholars have argued thaprotracted refugee camps

in various contexts have developed towsike or city-like features (Agier, 2011; Sanyal, 2012

Ramadan, 2013;Sanyal, 2014;Saleh, 2020).As | discuss in Chapter Twomany of the
contemporaryt A6 Y ¢l t WHI RaqRAcCOO! WEGGI YeHSW NE¢aHWUK T |
refugee camps moving away fromhisUY qRY Ut WY n Waq 6 1J W rebace difepsdillie YOni LI + H
BARYGY 0 RqRHAL EYle through®dud thel tHesis, lhheritéd features from the

exceptional HY UT RqRY Ut WY n W a6 1J Mtillpeopiét auidett dnalyHing+rétudedaq R Y U b
camps, particularly in the Palestinian context. Thus, this researcinterrogates N ¢ 8 HIJ UKk + W
juridico-political exception in the context of Palestinian refugee camps,combining the

GUNCH! Wett YRRE qUI Ws Ra 6 Wa 6 -lkesteatuces) dd thesamevdiiidt I G q R Y
spaces to develop a holistic understanding of then, which depicts both their origin and

continued socio-spatial movement.

Refugee camps inconditions of protracted displacement often develop ties and become

entangled with their surrounding cities and towns. Particularly in the Palestinian refugee
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camps in the Middle East, many scholars discuss how the boundaries between the camp
and the city blur, while the analysis of refugee camps highlights features similar to their
surrounding urban settings (Ramadan, 2013; Sanyal, 2014; Abourahme, 2015; Martin, 2015;
Saleh, 2020). Nonetheless,only a few studies have discussed and analysed Palestinian
refugee camps in the Gaza Strip. The refugee camps in the Gaza Strip represent one of the
most protracted displacement crises andyet are among the most understudied refugee
camp contexts, due to the strict security restrictions and instability of the political context
that made the Gaza Strip a difficulto-reach area for many researchers (Saleh, 2020; Tayeh,

2022).

Theoretically, this thesis mainly contributes to the citycamp literature by introducing the
concept of the /bt a1 ¢ q IJ W Y n dr&ing £ € W & W A N ¢ (6998, PDR0)foundational
theorisation of the camp as a "space of exception," juxtaposed against the "ciijke"
depictions of camps explored by scholars such as Agig2002, 2008, 2011) Sanyal(2014,
2017), Carter-white & Minca (2025), and Jansen(2016, 2018) The discussion employs urban
theories of space formation to explain camp dynamics as informed by BUI RLWx I n JH2 1 1
(1991) spatial theories to unpack the ongoing tensions between tojmlown "conceived
space" and bottom-up "lived space | build upon existing juridicepolitical frameworks and
urban discussions to introduce the concept of the "state of paradox LU ¢ thébretical
contribution that helps capture the inherent socio-spatial contradictions of Palestinian
refugee camps These contradictions are reproduced in the unique camp environment,
where the "state of exception" persists even as camps become ggmanent, city-like
settlements, resulting in a perpetual oscillation between the temporary and the permanent,

and the conceived and the lived.

In my theoretical analysis, | discuss literature that critically engages with humanitarian
action as the central driver in the evolution of Palestinian refugee camps. Building on the
work of Barnett (2011), Fassin (2012, 2023A W ¢ UT Wt GUWHARNRHAC G@o18 f G ¢ U¢

concepts of the "humanitarian situation" and "humanitarian condition,” | analyse the deep
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impacts of long-standing humanitarian intervention, particularly by theUnited Nations
Relief and Works AgencyNRWA! since 1948.

There isa gap in understanding the role of humanitarianism in responding to the protracted

urban displacement contexts and the shifting priorities of the displaced population.ln

particular, there are fewer studies that analysehe role of aid andthe evolution of refugee

Hc 0 Gt WRULWE Wt q¢ qa 1t + wWHY U q It eppterdlandBhalydeznd | 0 ¢ GG
contentious role of humanitarian aid in the evolution of campsunder these conditions, and

to contribute to debates on the urbanisation of camps,| present and discusscamps

evolution and the role of the UNRWAIn the Gaza Strip.

Humanitarian aid, particularly through UNRWA, has been among the leading factors in

creating and (re)shaping sociespatial structures in the refugee camp space, which endured

multiple shifting governance structures By discussing and highlighting the role of UNRWA

as the leading aid organisation in the Gaza Strip, | contribute to discussions on the shifting

roles of humanitarian actors, their interactions with various entities, and their fluctuation

between emergency crisis response and the work odddressing chronic conditions and

UWPT + oWf Wnl calWqéRt WeUcecd!t Rt WT T ¢esRUNDWYUOW[ KJ3aI
t Rge ¢ qRYUmwWe UT Wa 6 1J W/ ektending Orfher ovorkRia el ¥hel dvatutid ¥ U w

of the refugee camps and the shifting humanitarian mandates.

Policy discussions suggest that humanitarian organisations still struggle to strategically and

operationally provide effective interventions in protracted displacement contexts,

t GUHRNRACOGO! W RUW 21 AcUW ¢l Vet W wi] 23l 1 I AW =ZMN

! The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)was
established by a UN General Assembly resolution 302 (1V), in December 1949, beginning operations in May
1950, with a core mandate to provide direct relief and works programs for Palestine refugees displaced
because of the 1948 AraHsraeli war and thér descendants. Its humanitarian and development mission is
derived and periodically renewed solely by the UN General Assembly, reflecting the evolving needs and
political situation of the refugees, particularly extending to emergency services for thosesfilaced by the 1967
war and subsequent conflicts. UNRWA delivers essential services in education, health, relief, microcredit, and
emergency aid to millions of registered Palestinian refugees across Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, the West Bank
(including East Jewsalem), and Gaza, consistently recognised by the General Assembly for its vital role,
without engaging in political negotiations or durable solutions (UNRWA, 2025).
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Humanitarianism has long been a subject of debate, and for many, it remains unclear
whether the role of humanitarian actors should be limited to the basic provision of aid or
extend to more developmental approaches and promote structural changes (Feldman,
2009). Humanitarianism has been depicted as a tool used by natiestates to confine and
control refugees (Agier, 2011). At the same time, humanitarian aid has contributed to
political outcomes, where refugees have pursued their aspirations, existence, and
recovered their identities and lives under humanitarianism (Feldman, 2018), which
facilitated the creation of urban features in refugee camps (Sanyal, 2012 & 2014). For many,
the urbanisation of refugee camps under humanitarian action is distinct from thevolution

of towns (Jansen, 2016) and has been characterised as incomplete (Agier, 2002, 2011). The
uncertainty of everyday practices in such contexts of humanitarian urbanism reproduces
issues of poverty and insecurity, informality, corruption, inequaliies and rebellion (Jansen,
2016).

Empirically, | contribute to filling thegap in studying the citylike refugee camp features in
the Gaza Strip context, recognising the particularity of the Gaza Strip as a caseefugee
camps in the Gaza Strip can be placed on the extreme end of the chronic displacement
spectrum due to the high instability of the geopolitical conditions, the specific features of
juridico-political exception, the prolonged evolution of the camps, ad their level of
entanglement with surrounding cities. Studying refugee camps in theGaza Strip offers a
unique opportunity through the existence of complex layers of sovereignty governing
displacement in a stateless context.Both official and non-official entities exercise control
and management in this context with &yers of exceptionand authority. Nonetheless, the
analysis of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip offers an avenue to identify the most critical and
substantial socio-spatial factors associated with the evolution of refugee camps and
provides the opportunity to draw concrete lessons thatare more broadly beneficial to
understanding the dynamism between prolonged provision of humanitarian aid, socio

spatial structures, and campskevolution.
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| approach these discussions through the philosophical paradigms of critical realism and
assemblage thinking, creating a robust ontological and epistemological framework to
understand how these protracted displacement spaces are continuously produced and

governed. | suggest analysing the protracted fluigdtable, temporary-permanent,
exceptional-normal camp spaces via combining assemblage and critical realism meta

theories (Rutzou & Eldeivass, 2019), in order to capture and analyse the formation of the
social-spatial structures and their causal mechanisms. Such a combinatiorhelps capture

q6 WYt BROGEqQRYUWAHDqs WY UWqé I Wnae RT WG NUYUH! W
b qe HOGWDWe UT WRG61 YURAWMBEaG¢c URgel ReUWRYUTI RgRY UntoW

The critical realism T assemblage ontological nexus helps unpack the temporality of the
camp and highlights the temporarypermanent conditions. | employ this dual ontological
perspective to examine the complex reality of protracted refugee camps. As detailed in
Chapter Two, this ontological foundation is distinct from the thesis's theoretical framework,
as the latteris rooted in city-camp literature, urban spatial production, and humanitarian
studies. Through the lens otritical realism, | conceptualise the camp as a space produced
by deep causal mechanisms, which this research seeks to unpack. Rather than merely
describing empirical conditions, | utilise a critical realist research paradigm to retroductively
trace these daily realities back to their generative mechanisms: the historical architecture
of displacement, social legacies and norms, Gaza's geopolitical constraints, and the
structures of international humanitarianism. Furthermore, | integrate Assemblage Theory to
analysethe camp as a fluid network of human and nothuman elements. This allows for an
examination of the dynamic relations between built structures (including shelters), the
physical environment, UNRWA policies, collective memory, and human bodies. Ultimately,
combining these ontologies reveals the camp not as a passive byproduct of conflict, but as
an active, evolving, andluid-stable entity. This synthesis provides the essential ontological
2UT JI GRUURUNDWNY!I We UT JI t aponteptéalisedlingtosithigsisd o) ¢ a 13 WY n W
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1.2 IResearch aim and questions

Tocontribute to addressing theempirical, policy, andtheoretical gaps presented above, this
thesis aimsto understand the evolution process of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip and
the relationship between this process and the prolonged provision of humanitarian aid
interventions. Addressing suchan aim requires proper identification and understanding of
the socio-spatial structures in camps, unpackingtheir mutual influence on governance and
living conditions, and the reciprocal interactions with humanitarian aid. Therefore, this

research has three main questions thatelp to fulfil this aim as follows:

What socio-spatial dynamics have influenced theevolution of refugee campsin the
Gaza Stri?

How do socio-spatial dynamics, governance structures and living conditions

mutually shape each other in the refugee camp environmeft

How does the prolonged provision of humanitarian aid through the UNRWA affect and
get affected by the socio-spatial dynamics of refugee camps in protracted

displacement?

The question of camps' evolution and the associated socispatial dynamics are at the apex
of this research, which is the overarching goal. This researckpecifically seeks to
understand how refugee camps in the Gaza Strip transform physically and socially during
protracted displacement. Unpacking the sociospatial dynamics associated with this
evolutionary process brings the primary thematic lens of governance into focusThis
research conceptualises the prolonged provision of aid primarily through the UNRWA as
the dominant structure within the camps, which hasgovernance implications. By framing
long-standing humanitarian action as a form of spatial and political management, the
research hierarchy positions UNRWA's mandate not merely as an external influence, but as

the central, quasi-governmental authority that dictates the trajectoly of camp development.
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Living conditions and everyday sociespatial dynamics represent the onthe-ground lived

experience that reciprocally contribute to mechanisms of camp evolution. The research

guestions also seek tounpack this hierarchyof structures from the lived experience upward.
Theresearch identifies the fundamental sociespatial dynamics unique to the Gaza Striplt

also examines the reciprocalrelationship between| 13'n 2 3ddit}-&patial realities and the

top-down humanitarian and governance structures. It analyses how these continuous

tensions between the refugees’ everyday spatial production and UNRWA's and governing
ceqdY!l RaqRIWt kWeT G RURY ql ¢ qR 2thé UovRyieordvautiod qfRie Ut We @ a

camp environment.

| conducted this study in the context of the Gaza Strip, which comprises eight refugee camps
of various sizes and levels of complexity.The website ofthe UNRWA states that the total
number of registered refugees in the Gaza Strip was around 1.6 million in 2028mprising
around 70 per cent of the populationwith around 48 per cent of those refugees living in one
of the eight refugee camps in the Gaza Stripln particular, | examine the sociespatial
dynamics and the role of humanitarian aidfocusing onthe UNRWA, in two of these camps:

the Jabalia and Deir Al Balah refugee camps.

| utilise qualitative research methods to collect and analyse data to answer the above
research questions. | employ a combination of methods, including field observations,
documentary analysis, and semistructured interviews. Interviews are the primary dad

collection method, allowing for in-depth conversations and reflections from participants.

The interview data | collected for this research and the images | have taken represent a
unique, rare resource that captures the era of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip before the
October 2023 war. The October 2023 war, which continues during my writingtbis thesis,

has radically changed all aspects of the scene in refugee camps and in the Gaza Strip in

general. The impact of the 2023 war has been beyond catastrophic on every aspect of life in

2 https://www.unrwa.org/where -we-work/gaza-strip
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the Gaza Strip, causing unprecedented damage to the socispatial environment. The
October 2023 war marks aignificant shift in socio-spatial structures, and the study of these
consequences, potential interventions, and impacts is largely beyond the scope of this

research.

In this study, | focus on the conditions of the refugee camps that existed from 1948 urjtikt
before the October 2023 war, highlighting the role of the various soc&patial dynamics and
focusing on the reciprocal interactions between these dynamics and the aid apparatus. |
suggest that the findings | present in the empirical chapters of this thesiare instrumental
for any further studiesthat aim to understand the conditions, causal powers, and different
dynamics of the refugee camps in the Gaza Stripontext and beyond The findings also
highlight lessons learnt and understanding of refugee camgs in protracted displacementin
general andsuggest new philosophical and analytical framing to study and analyse the
camp space. This framing suggests using a combination of assemblage thinking and critical
realism philosophical frameworks (Rutzou & EldefVass, 2019) to conduct the explanatory
research in refugee camps, considering that the protracted refugee camp situation
oscillates between emergency b6 2 G ¢ URq ¢ | R ¢ antl ¢hi@ripe s GoeRGYCUURRIN ¢ | R ¢ |
HYUT RqRY Umw Wb [ vidhéré citglikbSddatads Mr¥ negotiated and affected by the

inherited rstate of exceptiont

1.3 Structure of the thesis

Having provided the story of my experience that motivated me tandertake this research,

and having briefly outlined the research problem and rationale, as well akhe aim of this

research and its questions,this section provides a synopsis of the chapters that follow.

Broadly, this thesis is divided into two main parts. The first part (Chapters Two Four)

provides the theoretical and contextual material for the research, analyses relevant

concepts, and builds the methodological and analytical frameworks. The second part

(Chapters Fiveto Eight) presents the empiricalmaterial to answer the research questions,

analyses and discusses the findings angbresents the contributions of this thesis. The last

F DHEqQRYUWY NWWe #6 WG GRI RAC O WH 6 diGtagdidcts ah/s@WRHeH a2t + RY
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ontological combination of critical realism and assemblage thinking underpins and explains
the findings. Thesection then presents the crux of the discussion and the findings, linking
them back to the theoretical framework presented in Chapter Two.ffer this introductory

chapter, the thesis is divided as follows:

Chapter Two: Theorising Refugee Camps and Humanitarian Aid provides thetheoretical
framework for this study. In this chapter, | present concepts from multiple disciplines and
critically engage with the literature on refugees and refugee camps. | organise this
theoretical framework chapter into three main sections. The first section introducesritical
realism in the context of refugee camps and examines discussi@on the interplay between
structure and agency, providing reflections on the refugee camp context.then introduce
the ontological conceptualisation employed in this thesis, vhich utilises a combination of
assemblage thinking andcritical realism in studying refugee camp spacesl! present this
combination to help capture the origin and (re)formation of sociespatial structures in the
camps, unpacking the causal mechanisms to provide a more comprehensive picture of
reality. The second section critically engages with the definitions of refugee camps artide
figure of therefugee. It builds onthe city-camp literature and the discussion around the
/bt ¢ q WY n W+ H Ihif€spiRdYatduad thatOdfudes Beapsldan be conceptualised
¢t W ASFRRYa)] s LW THE, fihldhe final section of the chapter, | define and discuss
humanitarian aid, providing critical accounts of aid provision in urban refugee camp
HYUqU+qt AWe UT WRUq! YT e ARRUNWa6 WWIOYqRY Ut WY n Wa 6 13 LWLy
#Y Ul R q RiNfddmstiéogSatisgidh in the following empirical chapters

Chapter Three: The Gaza Strip Refugee Camps, and International Humanitarian Aid
contextualises the thesis by introducing the history and geography of the Gaza Strip and its

JaWl NWUHJWEY We WGYTRQRACTWNIIYNI ¢ G6! OWf qWYe qit RU
Gaza Strip. It presents the urban features of refugee camps and theituation during the

time of data collection. The second section of this chaptetracks the history of international
humanitarian interventions in the Gaza context, while ctically highlighting variations in

these interventions thatoccurred during different political stages. This section introduces
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the UNRWA, its history, mandate, and services as the leading international humanitarian
agency that operates for refugees in Gaza. lime third section of this chapter, | provide a
contextual overview of the twocamps | studied, Jabalia and Deir Al Balah, justifying their
selection andintroducing theidea that the refugee campsn the Gaza Stripare crowded and
entangled with their surrounding urban areas The final section of the chapter briefly
highlights the impact of the 20232025 war on the Gaza Strip's infrastructurelt particularly
discusses the potential impact on refugee camps and the possible consequences of

banning the UN organisation for Palestinian refugees, the UNRWA.

Chapter Four: Research Methodology presents the qualitative research methods used in
this study. It provides the rationale for selecting the research methods, building on the
research philosophy discussed earlier, to investigate the nuances between aid, socio
spatial dynamics, and the evoltion of refugee camps. The chapter also provides details of
the aim and research questions highlighting the role of a multimethods designand the
generative comparative methodology used to study the two camp casesThe chapter
explains how | utilised those multimethods of documentary analysis, field observations,
and interviews to capture and fulfil the aim and answethe questions. In this chapter, |
explain how the collected data was handled and analysed via thematic coding while dealing
with transcribing and translating from another language. The chapter highlights the
challenges | faced duringthe conduct of this research, providing reflective insights into my
positionality and experience as a researcher, as well ashe insider/outsider dynamics

negotiated throughoutthis research journey.

Chapter Five: Socio-Spatial Dynamics of Refugee Camps in the Gaza Strip addresses the
first research question by examining the sociespatial dynamics that shapedthe evolution
of the refugee camps. The chapter hatvo main sections and adiscussion and conclusion
section. The first section tells the story of the camps' formation utilising assemblage
thinking and analysing the human and noihuman, as well as the material and normaterial,
components of the socio-spatial structures in the early years of the camps' inceptionThe
P e YUOT W WEqRY U HIRY GInsYl tisidie dtithMbscbiRRY 0 K + WHRYURIDGaqe ¢
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of social structures and normative social institutions to identify sociespatial factors that

evolved and influenced the refugee camps and their temporarpermanent situation. It
GRN6TRNGEqt WagséWWHeEz2t caWGWHGEE URY Gt W Ubutddpté I WHC G ¢
HI e qRUNWs 6¢ qlUf Waldl G Jtheldisdilssion quedaddclliSion lskeGliod, E T Y + 11O
reflect on the utilisation of the combined critical realism and assemblage ontologies to
highlightthe entwined formation and causation The sections then pesent the main analysis

and discussion of the findings,speaking back to the theoretical frameworkand city-camp

concepts.

Chapter Six: Governance Structures, Living Conditions and Socio -Spatial Dynamics in

the Refugee Camps answers the second research question by analysing the relationship

between socio-spatial dynamics, governance structures and living conditions in refugee

camps. It is divided into two main sections andhe discussion andconclusion section. The

first section discusses governance and the roles of leading organisations and normative

social institutions, which have been influenced by the srstate of paradoxt The second

section critically represents the interactions between sociespatial dynamics and their

structures, ¢ UT Wq6 W2 YdeqRYUWYnWiR2RUNWHYUT RaRY Ut WF
Rt DnlWA¢ GGt WeUT WERNETRNEqRUNWE ¢ G RIUqUWRY + 213t Wl |
| utilise the notions of Yt HRO O ¢ qRYUWHAWUqs JW0WmEadec URqgel Re U
HYUT RqRYUwlWaqYWJIUHE Gt 2 0 ¢ q lJddgdin@aiidons Oatwedh thdliwdR a2 ¢ q R
studied camps. Finally, the discussion and conclusion section revisits the ontological

paradigm, reflecting on the findings from the empirical material. Then, it highlights the links

between the findings presented in the chapter and the theoretical framework.

Chapter Seven: The UNRWA and Humanitarian Aid in the Refugee Campsis the third
empirical chapter that addresses the third research question through a critical discussion
of the interplay between thestudied campsksocio-spatial dynamics and the provision of
humanitarian aid and humanitarian management. The chaptehas two sections and a
discussion and conclusion section. The chapterfocuses on the United Nations Relief and

Works Agency (UNRWAJt critically discusses the agency's role and interactions withthe
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socio-spatial structures as a humanitarian refugee organisation, highlighting contradictions
RUWqsWWenWUH! ¢t WIRFEFRE qUUHPIAWGc Ul ¢cqulAaW e UT WI Ja
N6l YenN6VYeqlgdé Rt W Rt A2t t RYUALW W6 RNE G RsAapioglla 6 13 WO
q6 lWHcet ¢cqRYULWLt ql erdqgel Ut OWUNSWWHGE ¢ Gaqlll WE8RNBTRN
work onboth material and nonmaterial aspects, particularly thel 13°'n 2 N 1J 1J stradiiifey HR ¢
and the role of health and education services provided for the refjee population. The

chapter also analyses how humanitarian management affected the camp space and draws

on findings that highlight the impact of aid on the economy and the agglomeration of

services in the studied spacelt alsodiscussesthe® Ai &kt WRUR@qR¢ qR2 13t Wa VY WI
environment of the camps, which were pioneered in response to deterioratindving

standards. | conclude the chapterA ! W Rt A2t + RUNWe UT WHz2 RaT RUN WY U W
humanitarian work in the context of urbancamps. The last section, discussion and

conclusion, returns to the thesis's ontological perspectiveto discuss the findingsfrom this

chapter. Then it links the discussionin this chapter back to theoretical debates on

humanitarianism and humanitarian urbanism.

Chapter Eight: Conclusion, the chapter synthesises the arguments presented in the thesis
and suggests the theoretical, policy, and empirical contributios | make through this
research. In this chapter, | also draw lessons on the implications of humanitarian
management in urban refugee camps, while discussing avenues for generalisation and
policy adaptation in protracted refugee crises. The chapter highligkt potential areas for
future research. The chapter alsoreflects on the impacts of the October 2023 war situation

on the studied context.

28



2.CHAPTERTWGO: THEORISINGREFUGEE CAMPS AND
HUMANITARIAN AID

ZIOM Uql YT e AqRYU

This research aims to understand the evolution process of the refugee camps in the Gaza

Strip and the relationship between this process and the prolonged provision of humanitarian

aid interventions. This entails unpacking the distinct components of the ref D IJIJWHC¢ 0§ Gk t U
socio-spatial dynamics and unfoldingtheir structures and assemblages, which encompass

both the tangible and intangible aspects as well as thehuman and the non-human. The

research identifies and discusses the interplay between sociepatial dynamics to uncover

the underlying mechanisms at work withinthe studied camps. It examines how various

structures and agents have interacted at different points in time while documenting

| Une NIt Kk WI+FGWI RIOUAIDtE AWt GUARRcGG! WwArRYURWI UROUNDLW

Thisresearch adopts critical realism as the overarching researchphilosophy. It employs
complementarity between its ontology and assemblage thinking ontologyo provide a
workable understanding of the reality of refugee camp space@ the Gaza Stripunder
protracted displacement. This reality is characterised by oscillation between periods of
fluidity and formation, and relative stability and causation, where there is ongoing
movement in the temporality of the space with camps seen as bothtemporary and
permanent at the same time.The critical realismassemblage ontological nexus (Rutzou &
Elder-Vass, 2019, is instrumental to understanding these fluidstable and temporary
permanent reality. It also helps unpack the paradoxes created through tension between
He¢ 0 Gt Wet Wt q¢ qldWY n B9 EDOOGandRas Oinlikd spades (Agrerp00g, LW
2011;Sanyal, 2012, 2014bJansen; 2016 2018; Martin et al., 2019)as | unpackbelow in this

chapter andthroughout the thesis.

Besides being shaped by the relevant academic theoriesfrom city-camp literature,
humanitarianism, and urban studies, the theoretical framework of this research is also
informed by my personal experiences a humanitarian aid workemand my interactions with

refugees in refugee campsrecognising thatqy 6 IJWI 13t J¢ | A6 I kKt WRT WUqRaq! W
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are crucial for developing hypotheses and ensuring the validity of their findings (Maxwell,
2012).

In this chapter, | introduce and discuss the concepts associated withaqg 6 W1 13t IJ¢ | HE |
theoretical framework, providing the theoretical underpinnings that encapsulate the
empirical findings of this study. Ibuilt this theoretical framing by utilising notions and
discourses from interdisciplinary research and literature. Specifically, | critically engage

with traditional literature on refugees and refugee camps, discussing the associated
HYURUGqt W6 ¢ oK E LY h LLIDBidpEidosessR Y Wi Bl U0 LR i R 6DLL
Throughout this chapter and the thesisas a whole, | also engage witleritical discussions

related to humanitarianism to discuss humanitarian aid provided in protracted urban
displacement contexts. | also build on urban theories to explain the formation of these
controversial spaces. The discussions that inform mytheoretical framework guide the
development of my assumptions andresearch questions, which | formulate to test and

critically engage with the dominant theories and knowledgeaiming to introduce a more
comprehensive understanding of the sociespatial reality of the studied refugee camps and

associated humanitarian aid.

By unpacking the sociespatial dynamics and analysing their influential roles, | critically
contribute to the theoretical discussions presented in the city-camp literature, while
engaging with urban theories of space formation and critical analysis of
humanitarianism . In this chapter, | particularly engage with the work developed by various
scholars and thinkers who have discussed and explained the camp space, including the
work of Giorgio Agamben, who provided the foundation for theorising refugee campsalso
analyse the citylike depiction of refugee camps as discussed byAgier, Sanyal, Minca,
Jansen and others, to build on these discussions in the empirical chapters. The theoretical
framework for this study builds onthis body of literature to understand how the studied
refugee camps were formed and have evolved pharticularly engage with the theorisation of
the camp space as a place of exceptionas well as a place with citylike features, to analyse

the different socio-spatial structures of the studied spaces.Moreover, | borrow the work of
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Henri Lefebvre to understandhat urban spaces are continuously produced reflecting that
on the production of space in the refugee camps through the ongoing tension betwedine

mpEYURDR2 T W GEHUwWe UT Wqdé DWW R2IT W Ge RIIwIO

Furthermore, this research critically engages with and builds upon the contemporary

narrative on humanitarianism, presented in this chapter through a discussion dhe work of

Barnett, Fassin, and Feldmarto analyse the role of humanitarian action in the Palestinian

context. In particulard Wf WIJUNE NI Ws Raq 6 W fiMirélatichcdlite IPaldstniaid kK + Ws Y
refugeecaseAWIHY 1 | Ys ROUNWN! YaWwWs Wl WEYUHWGqec Rt ¢cqRYUWY
m6ea ¢ URqgc | Rc¢ Udibiyse lhe Ple B hilimaniianiahlHtors and the evolution of

refugee camps in the studied cases | approach these discussions by bringing the

combination of critical realism and assemblage thinking researchphilosophical paradigm,

with its ontological and epistemologicalstances, to the discipline of refugee camp studies.

This chapter is organised into three main sections. The first section introduces critical

realism as an ontological and epistemological research paradignin the context of refugee

camps. Critical realism philosophy also informs this research methodology, which | will

revisit in Chapter 4.In the first section, | examine the interplay between structure and

agency, providing reflections on the refugee camp context that infornthis theoretical

framework. The last part of the first section introduces the ontolgical conceptualisation

used in this thesis toapply the assemblage theory and critical realism in refugee camps. The

second section critically engages withthe city-camp body of literature,and the definitions

of refugee camps andhe refugee figure, arguing that refugee camps can be conceptualised

Ct W AARGQIwWE GERY Ws ROWVWHYUL RT WI RUNDW@6 DRI W+H
implementation of the ontological understanding of these spaces througha combined

assemblage thinkingand critical realism paradigm to unpack the formation of thecamp and

the underlyingcausal mechanisms, as | discuss in detail. The last section of the chapter

critically engages with literature on humanitarianism providing essential accounts on aid

provision in urbanand chronic displacement, reflecting on associated policy debates. The

section introducesq 6 D WHYUHRIUIGqt WYnWmwéeadcURqgcecl ReUW Raec¢ qR
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in the context of the Palestinian refugee camps Finally, the chapter concludes by
summarising the theoretical underpinnings of this study, providing two propositions that

synthesise the literaturel discussed in support of applying the theoretical framework.

ZION9 | RaIREEG &MIE Uq VY YNRIJtL We UdW ) ERIG & LGN 00 Y IIF
| Ina2 NPJWHE G Gt

This section provides an overview of critical realisnas an ontological and epistemological

research paradigm for this study. It explains how utilising its ontological and

epistemological stances in this researchis beneficial to unpack the causal mechanisms

that affect and are affected by the dynamics in refugee camp spaces. Then, informed mainly

by the work of Dave EldeNass, the section defines the concepts of causation, norm circles,

and emeregent properties and delves intocritical riJ¢ 0 Rt Gkt WGl + GUHqR2 JLWW Y

between structure and agency, utilising this discussion to reflect on the context of refugee

camps. Finally, the section presents theontological account used to envision the camp

combining assemblage thinking with critical realism, as adoptedfor this thesis. It discusses

this combination to bring the role of the spatial dimension more strongly into focus, along

with the social structures, highlighting its importance in understanding the fluidity and

formation of refugee camps and how this formation can be linked to the causal mechanisms

in the studied spaces.

The philosophy of critical realism enables us to acknowledge that there will always be an
mpYUqYGYNRHCOGWNE GWHNgs WWUWs 6cqls JWRFGUI RIJUAII LW
through the deep, uncovered mechanisms that possess the properties of producing or
influencing events (Danemarket al., 2005, p. 39). Thus, by adopting a critical realist
philosophy for this research, | acknowledge that there is a version of reality with an objective

ontology that simultaneously consists of subjective interpretations othe phenomena being

b e T RUT WbI§k~¢6YUW! WAWE RUANIUqAW=MNNb IOWRNGS Rt W2 I
| JECORY Okt WI+FGHcUcqRYUWYNWI DeaRq! Alls 6 RAG W UCE A
that constitute the world. In other words, it is thereality that exists objectively, but our

knowledge of it is based orthe understanding of the properties that societies and people
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possess (Bhaskar, 1978. The research philosophy of critical realism recognises the
existence of underlying mechanisms and structures that shape and influencestudied
phenomena, thus offering empirical research the opportunity to identify and unpack these
structures. To achieve the aim of this research, it is essential telucidate the causal
mechanisms that explain the interactions between different social and political structures,
the spatial urban camp environment, and the humanitarian interventions occurringn the
refugee camp spaces. This will help identify possible influential factors of a successful
future intervention. Thus, in the context of studying refugee eaps, critical realism helps
uncover the causes of the camps'inception and the structures and mechanisms that
influenced their evolution process. These include social and governance structures within
the camp space, spatial arrangements, and the overall geopolitical and economic factors
that interact with the humanitarian apparatus, contributingto the continued reshaping of

the camp space and the refugees' living experience.

f UWAI RoqRHECOGWI DRt Gkt WI DECORt quWYUqVYaVYN! AWlYel LW:
HYGGYH DT WYnNWYqd Wl WIUgqRaqRIJt WOWE ¢ HE WIUqRa! WE aq R q
Gl YGUI qRIUt kWqqécqWecl DWGI YT eHIT WH! Walkstére URY Gt L
organised (ElderVass, 2010) As ElderVass (2010) illustrates, entities are objects or things

such as business organisations, human individuals, trees, and animals, and so ofown to

each entity, there are sets of its parts, and these parts af@rmed of other parts all the way

down to the basicfundamental components of the world. This set of parts is structured in a

relational way, not just aggregative, which gives properties to the entity they form (Elder

Vass, 2010).Entities at each level have their own causal mechanisms and powers, although

they are a collection of sets of lower entities, which EldelVass defines as the concept of

emergence.

Social structures have the same concept of emergence. In such a definition, social entities
or structures are wholes that are norareducible and are, at the same time, conveyors or
carriers of their nonreducible causal powers. So,in Elderé ¢t t Kt Wl 6iI=ZMNMb LWL g0 |

emergence, higherlevel entities have emergent properties/causal mechanisms that do not
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exist in their individual parts and, at the same time, cannot be produced if these parts are

aggregated together or arranged in different forms (Groff, 2012).

In the context of this study, this ontological paradigm, which explains the emergent causal
power of social and material structures, can be used to explore the causes and evolution of
socio-spatial dynamics within refugee camps. Ithelps identify whole structuresy whether
social or material, human or norhumany and explains their unique causal powers. This
¢cUcih!t Rt WRt Wt eHt q¢ UqR¢ G WRULWaq 6 IKYR tRI HRUIHDMLE R QlipROYn
refugee camp. In this thesis, | bring the ontological conceptin of critical realism to the city
camp analysis. Thisallows identifying and explaininghe mechanisms of interplay between
the different structures at the specific camps being studied. The refugee camp itself can be
viewed as a higheilevel entity that has a mutual influence with its surrounding geopolitical
environment. Further down, various entities exiswithin the camp, shaping its sociespatial
arrangement and exerting mutual influence botlwithin and beyond the camp space. These
entities include social structures such as refugee social groups, families, political
representations, committees, and governance structures. They also include spatial
elements such as shelters in the camp, the streets, the specific geography or arrangements
within the space, and so on. These entities are assembled at the camp's formation and are
reassembled viathe influence of causal structures and events throughout the evolution of
refugee camps. As | explain later in this section, such an ontological stance aligns with the
assemblage thinking of the city, which helps define the formation and the building blés of

a refugee camp.

From another angle, critical realism adopts a constructivist epistemology. This
epistemological stance presumes that understanding reality is not direct but is governed by
social constructs of concepts, languages, interests, and practices (Erickson, 2018)Jnder
critical realism, research is committed to epistemological relativism, where knowledge is
always socially produced and fallible (Danemarket al., 2005; BuchHansen & Nielsen,
2020). Thus, our knowledge of the world is framed under particular conceyal and

theoretical frameworks and always has limitations (BuchHansen & Nielsen, 2020) Through
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this epistemological stance, andbecause knowledge is always fallible, researchers can be

I JndW+FR2VDWec UT WIFJ! HRY WWmTel NG UqgeaWl ¢cqRYUe TR
constructed description of reality based on a preference for a particular competing belief or

theory (BuchrHansen & Nelsen, 2020, p. 114).Thus, through the lens of critical realism, |

can view refugees, refugee camps, and other socigpatial entities in this research

environment as objects of scientific inquiry that are socially onstructed and defined.

Throughthis critical realist epistemological philosophy, one can identify existing theories
and experiences assignificant to this research and its analysis processas these existing
theories can be used to find the best explanation for reality (Fletcher, 2017 hus, building
on this epistemological stance, | develop the discussion of the findings in this thesis by
drawing on the theorisation of camps as places of exception, as well as cHike spaces. |
also critically engage with the existing literature on henanitarianism, offering different
perspectives and a discussion of how humanitarianism has provided Palestinian refugees

with the opportunity to re-establish their identities and claim their rights.

Thecritical realism framing helps us acknowledge that our knowledge dhe studied reality

Rt Weat YWnHYURIUGaqeé 0N WG WE RE & W éiUdrikofdiiabéais g RY U W
(Danemark et al., 2005, p41). Thus, studying refugee camps and humanitarian aid as
interdisciplinary, theoretically informed phenomena requires consulting various disciplines

and concepts to develop the theoreticalframework for this research. In the second section

of this chapter, Ibuild on the conceptualisation of city-camp literature, space production,

and humanitarianism presented by various scholars such as Agamben, Agr, Lefebvre,

Sanyal, Malkki,Fassin, Barnett,Feldman, and others

In the following subsection, | develop the discussion that explains how structures,
particularly social structures, are formed and ceproduce causal mechanisms and illustrate

the interplay between these structures and human agents from a critical realist perspective.
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The critical realist paradigm helps explain the ongoing tension between structure and
agency in the social world. Critical realism embraces a holistic approach to avoid dualism
between structure and agency by focusing the analysis on the dynamics and ingations
between them. In this thesis, Idevelop my conception and explanation of the interplay
between structure and agency drawing on Elder-Vass's(2010) critical realism work, which
offers a solution to the problem of causation between structure and agecy. Building on the
concept of emergence, ElderVass (2010) reconciles the causalrelationship between
structure and agency. In his work, he provides the opportunity to understand the social

world as:

BAYOGGYH BT WYnWaGceUO! WyY201 e GGRUNWEUT WRUqWIt I
has the causal power to influence human individuals. But in each case

these powers depend on interactions between individual members of the

group, and this argument thus depends in turn o the claim that human

individuals themselves also possess causal powerst human agency.

Social events, then, are produced by the interaction of both structural and

cNUUqRC¢ O LWHE 2t VasHIZNG RI4) wIOWLI EGT 131

However, this paradigm upholdsa traditional dichotomy, acknowledging that people and
structures are different entities (Bhaskar, 2014; EldeWass, 2010), while simultaneously
focusing on relations, connections, and the interplay that occursover time between

structures and agents (BuchHansen & Nielsen, 2020).

From this critical realist perspective, social realities are shaped by overarching patterns,

rules, and configurations. Those include different systems, political and economic power

relations, as well as social institutions and cultural norms (EldetVass,= MN Mb tOWIf UT R2 R1
behaviours are influenced by these social structureswhich provide the framework under

which social life is conducted and persistsover time and across generationsStructures

exist independently of human perception and significantly influence human agency and

social outcomes (Archer, 1995). Social structures possess emergent properties that make
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them non-static and act as causal powers that influence individuals and groups (Archer,
1995 & ElderVass, 2010). Social structures, here studied in the refugee camp environment
and in our social world in general, are characterised by having enduring eftscon shaping

human agents who, in return, reproduce and transform these structures over time (Fletcher,

2017).

In general, critical realism builds its structure-agency approach on the concepts of
stratification and emergence. Both agents and structures can be found in different
ontological strata, and possess unique emergent properties, meaning that they are

mna Ul ¢GWU0qcaa! W Rnnidl U q w UHatsén/Niglsea, 2620, §.34)LUR 1 | 13T
Structures and agents are distinct, yet they are in continuous interaction througha

dialectical relationship. Agents acquire properties that are unique to thenthrough their
200qel JWRUqVYWt YRRcGW!t gl eHgel It OWf OWHYUql ¢t q4A
properties. At the same time, structures evolve from interactions among agents and hold

emergent properties that agents cannot possess (Archer, 1995; Eldevass, 2010; Buch

Hansen & Nielsen, 2020).

Adopting Dave Elderé ¢t + Kkt Wq6 Yl Rt ¢cqRYUWYnWt ql eHageal It We
camps is instrumental in ontologically underpinningthe empirical findings in this thesis.

This provides a foundation for understanding and explaining the work of particular

structures suchas/wU Y| O WHRRI #4 13t wWe U7 WpUYI GcqR2IW YRRG O U
51300 WEt WY | ad thpRight apdRdefthe below. These structureso-interact with

each other andthe refugee agents who negotiate their agency withinthese structures, in

the context of refugee camps

In addition, Elderé ¢+ + k1 WHYUq! RA2 qRYUt WaqVYWi ROt RUNWHI RR
(Rutzou & EldetVass, 2019)are substantial for this research. As this research is also
concerned with the spatial dimensions of the studied camps, the relationship between

social structures and spatial structures is better analysed and explained by bringing in
assemblage thinking. | will discuss and illustrate this theoretical combination at the end of

this section.
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interchangeably throughout this thesis. Entities at higher levels, according to Elde&r ¢ t t K t
relational concept of emergence, are composed of parts which are organised in a particular

form that produces causal effects. As such, the interplay between these causal powers €0

determines the social events. So, social events are cdetermined by the energent
properties/causal powers of the involved entities. This allows us to realise that human

agents and social structures are unique entities that possess emergent properties and

interact in ways that coproduce social events (EldefVass, 2010). For EldeWass, the

agency of human individuals is similar to that of other social structuresin a way thatthe

causal powers of human individualsare co-determined by the ongoing interactions between

humans' biological powers and their social contexts, which fam particular dispositions that

are translated into behaviours (EldefvVass, 2010). In other words, human agency is

emergent and codetermined at the different levels of our ontological world, including our

b YRRcOGWY ql efqel JWe UT WU 2000 Yhiduely Gum@rllipovigls Wfe &+ Y LU |
HYUt #RYz2t W Und W+ R21UJWaq6 RUt RUN Wevask, RIRA) P.194).1 WH! WHAHR

This definition of agency is constructive in understanding the actions of refugee agents in a
displacement context. It offers the potential to understand and explainc DP1IJUqt K W HaqRY
during times of crisis and when survival has been the priority at the very onset of the refugee

camps, and helps investigate how refugee agents have built up and edetermined their

living conditions by navigating different levels of social structures in their environment.

Although refugees and all human beings have their emerging powers as entities, they do not
solely determine the nature of the social event. Social events result from many interactions
and factors, including human individuals. The causal effectiveness of #h human agent is
contingent upon the mechanisms they interact with, as well as the causal effectiveness of
the social structures (ElderVass, 2010) According to ElderVass (2010), there are two main
types of social structures, which | willutilise in this thesis to explain the findings and various

interactions observedat the studied camp spaces. These are:
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As defined by EldetVass (2010), these institutions are the producof the causal power of
certain groups, known asnorm circles . Norm circles involve human agents who pursue and
commit to a particular social norm. Norm circles are intersectional, so an individual can
HOdYUNRWaqYWGaGedqRGIWWHRI ROt Wagdécaqéc20Waqd IR W
behaviour can be judged or anctioned based on their belongings and conformity to or
deviation from a particular norm (EldefVass, 2010). In a refugee camp, there are various
norm circles that can help us understand human actions and the social dynamics relevant
to this study. For eample, besides being part of the norm circle of displacement and
refugeeness, refugees are simultaneously members of their extended family or clan. Some
of them are also members of groups that believe in a political view or are part of a social
movement orcommittee. Spatially, norm circles can exist when refugees occupy a specific
street or area and attend the same refugee service centre or whehey share a particular
challenge, such as living in crowded housing conditions or not having access to running
water, etc. These spatial arrangements and the associated social structures are detailed in
the empirical findings of this thesis.

p 81 D¢ URY ¢ qRY Ut
Organisations are Elderé ¢ + + K+ W+t WHYUT WG ¢ RUW q wighldtheity owil + Y HR ¢ (
emergent properties. Organisations are composed of individuals and practices, and roles
are assigned to each individual in an organisation. Organisations shape the roles that are, in
turn, normative structures of norm circles. Individuals in an organisation present
themselves and their behaviours on behalf of the organisation. Those individuals would
behave differently if they were not part of an organisation. Thus, according to Eleéass
(2010), the behaviour of individuals at this level can be understood as a csal effect related
to the organisation rather than the individualln other words, the behaviour of individuals

can be understood based on their internal roles and relationships within the organisation.

In that sense, it can be said that social structures, such as organisations, exercise their
actions via human agents. However, it is not the social structure alone that determines an

individual's actions. Instead, these actions are cedetermined via the causal powers of
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many other entities at various levels. Eldeiass (2010) points out thahuman choices affect

their actions and causal powers; however, this is controversial, as humans cannot make

uncaused choices because the process of choosing is a social evegbverned by causality.

For ElderVass (201Q p.145), organisations are assemblages that depend on roles assigned
qYWaq6 DRI WAaWGAN! AWs 6RAGWGct It W61 JaWmnea UT ¢ G130«
RUt qRage qRYUt We Ul Wg6et WadWWHE2t ¢ WGYs I+ WYnwaoy

When we return to look at the context of refugee camps, we recognise that organisations are
important in the socio-spatial interplay. Organisations like local government entities,
Community Based Organisations (CBOs), InternationaNon-Governmental Organisations
(INGOs), UN Agenciesike the UNRWAand many others work via norm circles and work in
the camp environment via a combination of causal powers that are influenced by norms
internal to the camp space, as well as norms that are cast from abova the geopolitical
space. These powers cedetermine the choices of the human agents in these organisations

and those dwelling in the refugee camp space.

Based on the above, this thesis investigates and explains the relationship between different
structures and agents in the camp space, building on the discussed critical realism
accounts of structure, agency,emergent prgoerties, norm circles, and organisations. These
conceptualisations are instrumental in understanding the evolution of a refugee camp in a
particular context, which will be investigated by considering the formation of the studied
space along with its subsegient evolution. The discussion above along with the presented
theoretical framework, suggests that understanding a refugee camp space is linked to how
well we can identify and conceptualise the various entities andocio-spatial structures, as
well as understand their causal mechanisms and powers at play. In addition, as | illustrate
later in this chapterq 6 | Y 2 N 6 Uiigkot JskiFRYGU R IJGaqRY U WY n Wa 6 WWHEE G GLU
critical realism with assemblage thinking, | pursue the identification and understanding of
the humanand non-human, material and non-material socio-spatial formations and causal
mechanisms. This pursuiteventually helps underpin the empirical findings considering the

refugee camp'ssimilarity g Y LU ¢ 4l /& i@ Wisphment.
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In this thesis, | bring the social and spatial structures together to understand the interwoven
causal relationship between both. There is an inseparable connection between the social
and the spatial, where space itself can be seen as the material producif a social creation
with a continued socio-spatial dialect that reshapesit (Marji & Kohout, 2022). It is also
recognised that the built environment contributes to human behaviour and its interaction,
as it provides or limits access to the places where thse interactions can occur (Matrji &
Kohout, 2022). People coproduce and re¢c GGl YGI R¢ qUWqé IJRI Wi R21JT W
social experiences, memories, and culture (Lefebvre, 1991), as refugees also do in their
camp space, as | discuss in the next sectionThus, bringing both the social and spatial
aspects into the study of refugee camps provides more holistic insights into the
understanding of the formation and evolution of these spacesl present in the next
subsection the ontological combination of assemblage thinking and critical realisml utilise

to explainthe socio-spatial dynamics and their structures andprovide avenues for analysing

the formation of refugee camp spaces and their evolution

Yo Ta ¥HoNG eJHni6 IWGCH G ¢ I R 8pRIE @ 8K G

As IdiscussRU Waq 6 WU+ q Wt WEqRY CHARH IDes 20D RIG R 10 1GHIGLE 1T WHles
as assemblages withemergent praG1J 1 q R1IJt FOWN G IJWh 2 | A ¢ U Wa depidiisk WR U W |
the camps as reity-likerbspaces that benefit from the concepts and analysis offered by

urban theory, bringing to the forefrontthe complexity and variability in studying the

protracted refugee camp environment (Elorduy, 2021). There is almostnaemerging

consensus among contemporary scholars that protracted refugee camps exhibit citlike

traits and similar features, including size, density, heterogeneity, and theresence of social

GRIJI ¢l ARt WLEDYI-0 Rt IFHIEMI N EOHINYG #RiceHARmdie | A¢ U W
attention to the spatial aspects, allowing for the analysis of the agency of both the refugee

dwellers and the built environment of the refigee camps (Elorduy, 2021).1 utilise these

urban discussions, presented in more detail in the next sectionfo analyse the sociespatial

structures in the refugee camp spaces. discuss how refugees reappropriate their camp

space through their daily practices, strategies, and engagement with different structures

and organisations, to urbanise their camps.

41



In this vein, | incorporate the ontological stances of assemblage thinking into the
conceptualisation for this thesis. This helps identify the material and noamaterial, the
human and nonhuman, and the tangible and intangible components that comprise the
studied spaces (Anderson & McFarlane, 2011). Employing assemblage thinking to explore
refugee camps helpstheorise the camp on the move and brings together subjects and
objects, temporality and permanence (Abourahme, 2015). It facilitates the conception of
the socio-materiality of the phenomeng envisioning spatialitywith potential, generative in
its nature, by holding the momentum for political, economic, and historical events

(McFarlane, 2011).

Thereis complementarity between assemblage and critical realism, as articulated by the

work of Rutzou and Eldeivass (2019), who make a significant contribution in this regard.

N6 1! WAz ROGT Waqd6JRI Wel NadlU0quwyYOW?2UIx¢UT ¢kmWls YI t W
arguing that the concepts of causal powers should be used in conjunction with the typology

of structures to fulfil the need for social formation and causation stories. Thus, the
ontologies of both structure-oriented critical realism and processoriented assemblage are

combined to conceptualise social outcomes that are, respectively, produced by relatively

stable structures and the processes of more transient objects. Rutzou and EldetVass's

(2019) synthesis remains one of the most unique contributions to combining critical realism

and assemblage theory. They state that

rmssemblage theory is a processoriented ontology driven by what we call

the problematic of origin,which forefronts explanations of how things come

to be the way they are. Critical realism, by contrast is a structureriented

ontology driven bythe problematic of casual power, which forefronts
DFGicUcqRYUt WYNW6YsWag6RUNt WEec20Wq6JWHEGE
(Rutzou & EldetVass, 2019, p.402).

Pt DOGAHGENWU W6 RU RUNDWRY WayY! yweyYUsII UV Ws Rad Wa ¢
place, acknowledging the complexity of its sociespatial aspects (Kamalipour & Peimani,
2015). Thus, while critical realist scholars develop explanations of social phenonma
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through the analysis of existing structures and entities, assemblage thinking is more
attentive to the origins and formation processes, encouraging researchers to think of new
emerging/fluid entities or phenomena (Rutzou & EldeYass, 2019).Critical realism indeed
incorporates historical accounts, but it assumes that there are preexisting, stable
structures that could change over time However, in assemblages, structures have yet to
exist and are inherently unstable, fluid, and heterogeneous (Rutzou & EldVass, 2019, p.
404). This perspective is fundamental to the study of refugee camps, allowing us to capture
the history and origins of camp formation, which did not exist as a space before
displacement. This allows us to analyse and highlight the forces and powers that existed
the onset of displacement, which have produced the processes and structures that have

made the camp evolve and become more stabilised.

These are essential accounts for understanding the conception of refugee camps.
Combining assemblage and critical realism togetherhelps understand the forces at play
and their impact, both when the camp spaceopens up and when its various sociespatial
structures stabilise and (re)formunder mechanisms of formation and causation.In other
words, in addition to the understanding of the current causal mechanisms and structures
underpinned by critical realism ontologies, one carutilise this combination to provide an
analysis of the formation of the camp andits various socio-spatial structures. Such an
approach of examining formation with causation is more helpful to explain the evolution of
refugee campsin protracted displacement and how they developed to become padoxical
spaces, depicted as/bR RIRIt W WIIUqRqRIJE WY We WHRaq! W Walldg VY WA
between fluidity and stability, featuring temporariness and permanence inclusion and

exclusion, political identity and biopolitics, as | discuss in the next section.

ZH0=N6 Y | Rinr WL At
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Thecombination of critical realism and assemblage theoryas outlined above, provides an
ontological underpinning that is suggested throughout this thesis fosstudying refugee

camps. However, it is essential to critically engage with the existing literature's discussion
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of dominant conceptualisations of refugee camps and how these relate to one anothdo

inform the development of the theoretical framework for this thesis. In this vein, the work

and the concepts presented by theltalian philosopher Giorgio Agamben have been very

influential in defining refugees and refugee camps, as his work has significantly contributed

to academic discussions of refugee camps. For Agamben (1998), the camp is a space
TW2RE VDT WA Wt Y211 DRNULWGN $ B G drdbokuhwabes 1and mt q ¢ q I
undesired populations of refugees. Under this concept, he argues that in times of crisis,

Y201 DRNDUWGYs W+ WetRY2WI UGWUqt bWt 2t GUUT W6 1JWUY
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to be a temporary emergency procedure that aims to protect the state, which is unable, at

this particular moment, to deal with the issue ofefugees. In these terms, the camp as space

starts and opens up as an instrument by the sovereign power (natiestate) to strip the

undesired subjects (refugees) of their political and legal statuses.

cYs W20l Allgqé6lWe HRTORaq! W aVY W I+ Wihtddrlt td) the anétidrilloibt o ¢ a 1J |
b Y211 WDRNUq! We NEGAHNUAWNDOY b HOWF Uthe¥dt Ovi2TIIW AR RIDAIALRDE |
s6YWT WART Wt WYUWq6 W qc¢ qld 28y AwdHmberrdigGes RhatUhkell bif HR
sovereign state is one that can be at the same time inside and outside the juridical order

through the state of exception. It is a political and leggdaradoxthat is significant in its form

of exercising sovereignty. In other words, those modern ates have the legal power to

ROGYt WWewt et GUUt RYUWYnWaq6JW2¢GRT Ra! WYNnWad Wl e
Yeqt RT DWagéWWacs AWI DRGE!I DWagécqlgs 3l WBRt WOYqé6 RU

This language in literatureon refugee campsA WHY Ut RT 31 RONW NcaGHWUK T Wel
the existing and continuous relationship between colonialism and encampment (Sanyal,
SMNTbLIOWNG Rt WRY WHWHc2t DWq6 WWHE G GW Ge RIWYGIUUL LWe
which is a fundamental measure of 6 1J Wl YO RUEC UqWGE ! ¢ T RNG WY nWNY 2 1JI
GYURqRHA! wlel NcGHUUAWZMMP AWGHO= b IOWLW q WRY Wa 6 JWHY

as a modern institution and temporary military tool or facility torespond to emergencies
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and, at the same time, be a place of separation, containment, and political oppression for

unwanted populations (Martinetal. A LU= MN @b HOW + W NeGHWDUWBIN®DY A= MN
YnWU+FHUGqRYUwWI 2R T W UT I WRaWI nRUR! WGJect a1 I
and time, where refugees are included (in the humanitarian sphere) by being excluded (from

the political sphere).

Given the colonial history associated with Palestine and the displacement of Palestinian

refugees, some scholars argue that the question of Palestine is a question of the camp
(Abourahme, 2@®5), arguing that all Palestinians experience some form of encampment and
displacement. As Weizman (2007) argued, the Israeli occupation functions through an

RUt qRage qRYUCOGRY DT W pt qcqlW YnlW DEFARIGqRYUwW qV LWt
maintaining sovereign power. Thus the exception is not a temporary emergency as

Agamben argues, it is a permanent structural feature of a colonial projecin the Palestinian

case, particularly the refugee camps,qy 6 Wbt q¢ qU WY n WIFHIGqRYUwLWGE ¢t L

foundational law for the colonised

Refugee camps inthe Palestinian context are inseparable fromthe ongoing reality of
colonialism in Palestine, as camps are theorised as instruments of control and spaces of
anticolonial struggle (Abourahme, 2020; Alnajada, 2025)However, the camp in its very
existence in the Palestinian caseand inthe language of its inhabitants became a material
and political challenge for the colonial project (Abourahme, 2025)As | discuss below
refugees inhabiting the campconstructed their own counter-narrative byinsisting on their
status as political subjects and viewing their camps and the aid provided byNRWA as an

arena of political concern (Feldman, 2018).

Centralto N¢OHWUKkt WRAYUHNDGqWY nWaq6 I LW ghoraol3eLE 1 1L oiE 1 & 1d; 1
HYUHIIGqbhaddlGan wmERT W 31 R21IJT Wnl YaWwWe URRIDUqWAY G e U
is banned and can be killed by anyone without consequenceThis personcannot also be

sacrificed, as their inclusion in the humanitarian results from their exclusion from the
juridico-political . This depiction of theparadoxical i R'n 1J lUhoimelsa) & 1J Wl R Wa 1J1 G 1JT
rbare lifews FOWT 6 DU W6 W q¢ qU WY nWIFHIGqRYUWHIHEY G 1Jt Wa6 |
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b ¢ qllWi R 2 1J W RadeUifg$HOLIL | HIFE YOI OT URYChithey Y LI Ne¢ G A UK t WeIN® D
camps are devised by modern natiod a ¢ q 13t We OT I Waqd6 Wt q¢ qldWyn Wi+
GcsWe U W WT 2 Fodrdllifeld A D WBHY W @RIIRUN W6 JWBARY wlls Rq
M= = b IOW Nbtne $cHLIE WH Rt WIFHGaT JT Wn! YOWgqéJWUYI G¢dl
BARYGYURqRHI AW Ul W6 URI Wa Wl DWGER2RUNWRY WI JT e
[ 2]l q6 11 GYI DAWq6 1JWE ¢ U¢ midnolddr e W LaHMaIdgd & O duy In Wik & (

manifests in places such as refugee campss 6 1J1 JWNY2 131 Ua 3 Uqt WwuonyYl #UU
status on refugee subjects to control and govern the displaced population (Agamben, 2000).

fOW NecaGANUK T Whomakdls I k + Alllg 6 1J LW

wpUqRI JWI+ Rt q lJbbrelifdIRippet of éveryrigHt b eirtUELaGr LI

the fact that anyone can kill him without committing homicide; he can save

himself only in perpetual flight or a foreign land. And yet he is in a

continuous relationship with the power that banished him precisely instar

Ct WS WWRY WeqwWu2ul ! WRUt q¢cUqWU+FGYH UI WaVYwe 0w
(Agamben, 1998, p.96).

Wi neNPAWe #HAY ! T RAnd 8¢ oI siDLBaS HE LagALAYLERRA! 2 LGaRidkds LWe UT W
lifer IGYt RqRY ULe UT 1JH Lbjop 6oyl JILLLEY W HOmdd s S LINGG el JRLgid Ok thad o) LU
CW PBneNWUKkt WIiRNWWRY WOYqWRGEGY! qc¢ Uauptldpldiofiiai 6 13! LG
and protection (Agamben, 1998).

However, Agamben (1998) still suggests it is hard to conceptualise a refugee figure
politically in the contemporary global political system. Citing Hannah Arendt, Agamben
(1998) acknowledges that a refugee is a human being of rights who is disquieting het
sovereign state because their figure breaks the links between nationality and nativity, as well
as between citizen and human. It was after the First World War that the link between nation
and birth started to loosen and break. Principles for denationadiation were introduced and
practised while the citizenship of a human became questionablgas she/he should be able

to prove their worthiness (Agamben, 1998). Thus, the rights of the man (human being) and
the rights of the citizen became separaterendering thesbare lifetto the margins of nations
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so thatit could be reclassified within another new form of identity (Agamben, 1998p. 144-
148).

The main Agambenian argument here is that campsyhether concentration camps (that

Agamben discussed or refugee camps where refugees dwell and live, are the creation of the

e qPlWYNnWUI+FAHUVGqRYUwWe UT Wel DWE WG YT eHqWYNnWRGq
cannot deny that refugee camps exist outside the normal ordewhere refugees are reduced

q) Yodtedlifens A W ¢ U fights)adel3ispetitled in a state of limbo. As Agamben writes:

NG W qc qPlWYnWI+FHWGqRYUAWs 6 RAGWs ¢t WIJt + JUq!
the juridico-political order, now becomes a new and stable spatial
arrangement inhabited by the bare life that more and more can no longer
HUWRUt A#1 RAVT WRU W6 ¢ @.u88)l T 131 Owle NeaGHIJUALWNDC

The Agambenan view of refugee camps and refugee subjects has been hegemonic
influencing the discussions in refugee camp studies However, scholars in the past few

decades have presented more empirical and contextual concepts and theorisatigrarguing

that the political and legal representations of refugees and campsare not necessarily
completely accurate, nor do they capture the holistic picture in all refugee camps in

protracted displacement contexts (Sanyal, 2012 Ramadan, 2013; Sanyal, 2014b; Martiet

al., 2019). Furthermore, some empirical studies suggest that refugee camps canbe
understood as a contrastq YW N¢ GHWUKkt W6 Yl ! AWct Waqd 13! W 134 Y
political will (Martin et al., 2019), with refugee agents able to recover their agency by creating

both their political and physical space (Sanyal, 2014)Most importantly, it is argued that

NEAAHNUKY WadWY!I Rt ¢cqRYUWqUUT t WqYWUOWINGWHEqWa6 1JLWe

because heportrays a refugee as a political victim, passive and devoid of agency, which

perpetuates the narrative of helplessness and victimhood (Chatty, 2010).

Moreover, in the contemporary empirical literature, it is widely argued that D¢ G HIJU Kk + W
concepts, developed from a juridicopolitical perspective, fall short of providing a

comprehensive understanding of the various qualities of refugee camps, particularlgheir
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urban features (Abourahme, 2012; Ramadan, 2012; Sanyal, 2014; Saleh, 2022). Avoiding

q6 Wt RIGOIRNRAcqRYUWeEt t YRR qUT Ws Ragé6W Ne¢aHWUKYT L
reveals that these places are complex and vary widely in their governance, living conditions,

and, in some cases,their legal frameworks. As such, intersectionality in the camp spaces

et WAHRXUOWY211 aYYt DT WeUT wOYqWeT T PJIT WROW ne
places where social identities, gender, class, and race intersect and influence access to

resources and protection. Failing to grasp and analyse these intersecting dynamics will

always result in an incomplete understanding of these complex spaces (Yuvéalavis, 2006).

210t GRqUWaqd6 Wt WWHI RqRAc o WeHAY2Uaqt AW NecGHWUKt W R
cause of the problem of refugeeness and provide a weédistablished foundation for

identifying, understanding, and further discussing the circumstances that led to the

inception and subsequentlJ2 Y e qRYU WY n Wl Une NI WHCE G@dliticalGc A 1Jt 1Ol
conceptions offer a starting point for tracing and discussing how refugee camps have

evolved and how different actors, including governments and humanitarian aid

organisations, perceive and interact within these spaces accordingly

To unpackand trace variousanalysesof refugee camps and provide a working theory for this

thesis, the remainder of this section discusses the contemporary camp studies literature,

with a focusY U Wa 6 40 IR/ HIRdUHE Y UR I G q R Y U 0L N dIRUGHR AR AR IHLURHY W 610 G 1B
based on recognition of urban features in refugee camps is instrumental to our
understanding of these spaces, which helps support the empirical findings presented

herein. However, | suggest that suchnew conceptualisations should not completely

¢cHecUT YUWaq6 Wt qin griktibyleayd Idobrit td Epldintidparadoxical nature

of these spaces. Acknowledging the exceptional features of these spaces and the evolution

of their urban traits simultaneously offers the avenue to analyse how the contradictions in

the built environment, socio-spatial interactions, and relationships have been established

RUWagqo6 WWHec G GW Ge RJWa6l YenNE6Ye qadIWHe GGkt WnY!l a¢
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As refugee numbersncrease and more camp spaces operup, researchers from around the
world have become more interested in studying and theorising refugee camps to bring about
knowledge that helps tackle the global refugee crisis. The proliferation of these studies,
particularly in the past three decades, ca be linked to the explosion of refugee numbers
and camps worldwide due to increased conflicts and climate disasters. By the end of 2@2
nearly 123.2million people worldwide had beenforced to flee their homes, with 75% of them

hosted in low- and middle-income countries (UNHCR, 203).

As a result, more research orrefugees andrefugee camps is being produced Scholars,
including anthropologists such as Michel Agier, Liisa Malkki, and llana Feldman, as well as
urban and intersectional researchers like Romola Sanyal, Bram JanseAdam Ramadan,
Nasser Abourahme, and Diana Martin, among others, have introduced different analytical
perspectives influenced by the hegemonic theorisation ofrefugee campsintroduced by
Giorgio AgambenTheir analysis and the associated conceptualisation of refugee camps are
informed mainly by their empirical work in refugee settlements worldwide. Some of those
prominent researchers argue that refugee camps aresimilar to cities where agency,
solidarity and a new political order are exercised (Martiret al., 2019). For them, refugee
camp spaces emerge,informalize, and evolve, influenced by the everyday practices of their
own dwellers (Agier, 2011; Ramadan, 2013; Sanyal, 2014; Jansen, 2018). For example,
based on his studies of refugee camps in Kenya, Jansen (2018) suggested considering a
TRnnWI JO0qWnVYl dWYnwel ACURt ¢ qRYUWRUOWI InaNUJWHEE G
This appraach enables us to recognise the distinct forms of urbanity and how camps eWed
under conditions of uncertainty and indefinite temporariness, with refugees contributing to

the evolution of their camp spaces(Jansen, 2018).

Furthermore, by gudying the exodus from wars in Colombia, Sutsaharan Africa, and the
Palestinian territories of the West Bank, Agier (2002, 2008, and 2011) has made substantial
contributions to refugee camp studies and the theorisation of camp spaces. His arguments

still, to some degreeengages Raq 6 Waqd JWUY qRY Ut WR U, CRbARHIGEA L D¢
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depicting refugees as subjects stripped of their rights and sometimes their agency. Thus,

refugee camps are seen as a sociological phenomenon of spatial distancing and exclusion

bl DRIJI AW=MNNb OW[ YI W NRUJI We=MM= b A WI wlihapdiXl by Il (OLGT
one hand, result from what he characterised as lowntensity wars, causing exodus,

suffering, and losses. On the other hand, refugee camps agemanifestation of the humanity

cUT WHRYAGGett RYUWY nWqdIWs Y1 GT k1t WA &érésadthrdught 2 G1IJ| G
the apparatus of humanitarian aid (Agier, 2002). Both features of the camp are provisional,

but for Agier, they have perennial human conditions. This means that refugee camps are

devised as military-humanitarian facilities to be occupied by refugees and sylum seekers

and have become permanent spatial arrangements in our everyday landscapes.

YOUq6 oWttt AW DRI WI+qUUTt WagédWeUc¢ca! t Rt WYnLWag6 |
legal conceptions by offering urban perspectives and comparing the refugee camps with a
city that has complex and precarious social, spatial, and governance structuregAgier,
2002, 2011). Agier (2002 has developed a theory of refugee camps based on two
hypotheses. The first hypothesis is that refugee camps are the formulas used to create a
P GeHWWNYI WagsWWmbadcURge!l ReOUWGecUenNWGWUqW Yl q
GYGeailcqRYUW YULW q 6 Ithel @fiigeds lba ecatidubus |&&ithéhtation of
Nl WwNeqRYUWN! YaWs 6¢qWRE WHRYUY RT I T WagetlHIJWa b
2002, p.320yoWlf UW6 Rt Wt WARYUT W6! GYq6 It Rt AW -canpddlRUql Y1
/bH G0 G Ehidpdted dren Y1 G 1T W6l Ye N We UWmJUT 21 RUNWYI N
GRNUWec Ol Wt 't qUAWYNWGYs Ul WagécaqWI+FRt qwWUYs 6131 13WII
to resemble cities. For Agier (2002), they are complex, agglomerating large numbers of
heterogeneous inhabitants with special humanitarian governance in a large and dense
settlement. In more recent accounts, Agier (2011, pp. 13334) also suggests that refugee
camps can be consideredbH ¢ € 5 Ut wlls RS WGe ! ¢ T YFRHAC G WINHGE e UR
victimhood of refugees, who are reduced to humanitarian beneficiaries, and spackeatures

RIT JUqRACIWqYWas Yt JWRUWqYs Ut AWRUAG2T RUND WS Iqldl
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Contemporary scholars apprehend the urbanity of the camps, arguing that in many
protracted displacement cases, there are blurred boundaries between camp spaces and
q6lWel HEUOWUWRNG6HY2l 6 YYT t+ Alls RqdéWel HeULWt ql e Hael
of e IJGq R Y U wibite RcMingd,) 2025) This urbanlike status can even attract
inhabitants, as the camp begins to offer things associated with urban life. This cHike

status "has been argued to actively entice individuals to move to the camp and develogw

urban survival strategies|...] and forms of citizenship[...] q6 ¢ ql¢ | WWea U¢c 2¢ R ¢ H
(Carter-white & Minca, 2025, p.36).

In this thesis, ladopt the ideathat refugee campsin the Gaza Stripare 1 H RigR t alddCO
employ this concept to recognise and facilitate the analysis of urban features in refugee
camps. Refugee camps are becoming more flexible and intertwined with their economy and
culture, which are both stabilised and transient (Agier, 2011). The refag camps can
transform into townsvia¢ Wal ¢ Ut nYIl 6 ¢ qRYUWq6 ¢ qWHEYa Ol W q¢ | qwd
stereotypical image of the refugee camps (Agier, 2011). It is bagse of the refugees'
political action and solidarity, manifested in their | 13'n 2 { lGade iefdidtis, that refugee
camps have seen the transformation in their spaces and materiality to reproduce their
social and spatial elements (Agier, 2011). According to Agier (2011), emerging tactics within
refugee camps disrupt the hegemonic sovereign powers of contraind segregation to create
both the political and urban sense of the cityDuring prolonged displacement, camps evolve
into communities that resemble towns, characterised by diverse political, cultural,and
social relationships (Agier, 2011). In this sensaefugee camps evolve, occupying relatively
large areas that are denser and have more permanent structures inhabited by sometimes

socially heterogeneous populations (Agier, 2002).

However, to understandwhat constitutes an urban spacein the camp and what makes a
refugee camp resemblea city, Iborrow from urban geography and interdisciplinary studies
to provide a definition of the city/urban space. These aspects of the definition inform the
discussion on the city features of the studiel camps in the empirical chapters.Thedefinition

of the city from an interdisciplinary perspective has moved beyond the relations to
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population size or infrastructure. It is a dynamic process (Soja, 1996; Brenner, 2014) and
entails understanding the urban city as nexus between economiand capital accumulation

functions, culture, and social relations that are continuously reproduced (Lefebvre, 1991)

Space is not only physical, but it is also a social construct moulded by human interaction,
mirroring the unique values and power hierarchies of the society that inhabits iEor Henri
Lefebvre, urban spaces are continuously produced, shaped and provided by meanings
through humans and societies and represent a tool for shaping the social and political
power (Lefebvre, 1991) Through this process of urbanisation, a spatial triad is produced,
where urban spaces are categorised intoperceived space, representing the everyday
material and physical space, including networks, routes, and the common sense and
everyday perception of space;conceived space , the abstract official form of the space
bossed by governments, planners and developers through the maps, lines, zoning laws,
used by the governors to organise and control a society; and tHwed space, where the
spaceis directly felt and experienced, resembling the memory, imagination, and culture, as

people create the meaning and reappropriate their spaces (lefebvre, 1991)

Building on Lefebvre's (1991) spatial triad, lived space represents the experiential dimension
of the trio. It arises from the constant negotiation between physical environments (perceived
space) and planned designs (conceived space). Ultimately, it funatns as the site of

everyday human agency, embodying the complex social structures and personal histories

that define lifein (urban) space

In this study, | focusmy analysis onthe processes and dynamics that led to the creation of
the lived space inthe studied refugee camps unpacking the various sociespatial dynamics
that shaped the interactions between theconceived and perceived spaces to produce the
lived space. The lived space in the refugee camp is the synthesis of physical reality
(perceived space) and spatial design and ideology (conceived space), manifesting the day
to-day experience of its residentslt is the primary domain of tle inhabitants, representing

a space that the human imagination and needs constantly seek to reshape, reclaim, and
make its own (Lefebvre, 1991).
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Contemporary literature and comparisons drawn between the camp and the city analyse

how refugees dwelling in camps in protracted displacement camps rappropriate their

F GeHUWqYWHI e gl HRE AFUHRGG!I YT e #RUNDWq6 IR WHe
p6! t RAcOWWU2RI YUGUWUqAW¢UT Wt YRRcOWGI ¢ #HqRHEHIIJt OW
HE6cOaaWUNRUNWaq6 I UEAA YIWIRIDRGE @IT YUT | R REUD lithgo$dd LW G 1J |1 H
earlier by the humanitarian apparatus and the sovereign states' regimes. Physically,

refugees upgraded and personalised their shelters, adding rooms, expanding their
courtyards, painting and decorating and turning their temporary shelter into homes (Malkki,

1995). A practice that has beerlearly noticed in the Palestinianrefugee camps Badawyet

al., 2016; Saleh, 2020). Through customary rules and improvised expansions to public

spaces, refugees create their own plans of alleyways, adjust, add or remove fencing, as |

discuss in the practice ofA T M ahkyeet in the empirical chapterschallenging the originally

conceived and perceivedspaces and defying the topdown rigid grids (Jansen, 2016)n the

city-like camps, refugeesrezone and repurpose their residential plotsjntroducing another

function to harness the livelihoods that the camp space can offer or simply to create a

mixed-2 t JlWe | H¢ URt GroWf UWI Une NDUUWHE G GW Ge HIIA WM Rt q
cCt We WGI ¢cARqRHAcC O WE RT Wae Ul + Aroudnésl strateplésRandlaBtions ¢ AR a 131
Y21l WaqRGWWadec quWrRYUqt qaWllecdqdl We U7 W6 c 0N W6 13t |
(Jansen, 2016, p.02). Palestinian refugees alsoractised this repurposing to create their

lived space, as | discuss in the empical chapters.

In the traditionally conceived space, the camp is a space of biopolitics (Agamben1998),

where refugees areecipients of aid and assistance. Fundamentally, the camp is defined as

a tool of the sovereign state a direct product of its power toexclude, with its function

defined through the biopolitical process. As CartefWhite & Minca (2025, p. 282) argye¢he

associated biopolitics of the nation+ aq ¢ q WG ¢ URN It qt WRat WdnWaé!l Yer
exclusionary inclusion of groups and individuals who are deemed not to belong to the
UcqRYUAWeUT WssYWE!l AW @6l InYl 3AWAhI Bgqec ROJT k W
comme URqc¢|l REUWRUqUNI Rq! wiO
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Despite the fact that the conceived camp space is meant to manage the undesired and
unwanted refugee population (Agier, 2011), the citlike lived space of the camp opens up
opportunities for "social and cultural vitality" (CarterWhite & Minca, 2025,p. 36). In the
urban camp space, political identities are formed, social hierarchies are structured, and a
form of citizenship emerges as refugees become dwellers of the evolving neighbourhoods
of the city-like camps (CarterWhite & Minca, 2025).In essence, Lefebvre's "lived space"
shows that even in the most constrained and "conceived" environments, human social life
will always find a way tol IJG| YT 2 # 1J tpéaceps(Lbfebirdy 2991). Refugees take the
camp, a space of exception and confinementthrough their daily practices,and transform it

into a "city-like" space.

Refugee camps in protracted displacement haveundergone urbanisation, in which the
BGUI HUR2 U1 wllGE! + RHEC O Wt G¢ HI1J W R inditéhsBdCHevérd@idatiold T L ap Y LU ¢
and concentration of inhabitants, their practices, facilities, and resources, in a non
agricultural context similar to cities (Jansen, 2020)Through humanitarian care, different
services, infrastructure, and activities of concentration in the camps, new forms of informal
economy and employment emerge (Jansen, 2020)hus, through theirevolution under
protracted displacement, the camps lived space turn into economic centres through the
creation of informal economy and markets as observed inrefugee camps in Kenya
(Montclos & Kagwanja, 20000ka, 2011), Zaatri in JordanDalal, 2015; Alsayel, 2015) as
well as the Palestinian refugee camps in the Middle EagEl Masri, 2020; Saleh, 2020;
Aburamadan, 2022) Informal economies in the citylike camps are created through
spontaneous spatial practices, which were not originally planned practised by refugeesand
through their economic agency to create an economic and social parallel world (Agier,
2011).

Scholars draw on the urban informality debates to link refugee spaces and cities,
simultaneously challenging the notion that refugee camps are solely places of
BARYGYURQRHI welEcU! ¢cOAW=MNZAW=MNMNHbL WOWAIIn2a NIt |

agency by reconfiguringheir physical and political space, utilising practices similar to those
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of the urban poor (Sanyal, 2012, 2014b). Realising that informality extends beyond
economic activities and housing, as it is a form of governance, a connection between

different economies and spaces, Sanyal (2014b) explains that refugee camps under
prolonged displacement circumstances could resemble slums in the developing world, as

the agency of refugees is the key to explaining the production of camp space. Thus, to

2UT Wt qeUT WAhI BneNRPWUUtt Kk AWE¢CU! ¢WBIZMNMHbL WY 21
insufficient, and research should focus on the questions and practices of urbanity and

informality in these camps, where refugees have negotiated and reclaimed their agency and

practised their politics. Se #6 Wea |l He UWRUNY!I G¢dRq! We UT UGt clIaR # 1.
refugee camps are becoming the norm, not the exception, diminishing the state of
qPlGGY!l ¢!l ROt WeUT Waet RUNWAECOGGH WmeUYqd6 131 WNIIYNI
subjects produce new formt WY n WGY 0 RaqRHAt B wllgq Y WGE 2 JWa 6 WWs ¢! Wa ¥
a different vision of life and rights (Sanyal, 201} p. 570).

This stance aligns with the discussions on urban informality, suggestindpat we recognise
informality as a site of critical analysis with its economic, spatial, and political dimensions
(Bankset al., 2020). Such a shift of perspectives offers a focus on informality as an ongoing
process that reveals the true political and economic power structures of a city or an urban
space. As Bankset al. (2020) analyse, the practices of informality extend beyond the
practices of the urban poor. From this lens, informality in refugee campshe denseand self-
built cities, cannot be understood by looking atpoverty or housing alone. It is a direct,
physical, and spatial product of a political reality including statelessness, protracted

displacement, occupation, and the legal gap created by the mandates of UNRWA.

Thus, n such a context of thePalestinian refugee camps, informality has taken multiple
shapes associated with the various dimensions mentioned above. For instance, in terms of
political governance, UNRWA provides services such as health and educatipbut not
political governance of the space. This gap has created fragmented authority and has been
filled by the Palestinian Authority and various leaders of community structures and leaders
(Hanafi, 2010; Woronieckau | A! 7 ¢ UY 5 t It adgitidis MK  thformal expansions
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and shared economic and political processes, Saleh (202@rgues, thedistinction between
the camp and the city in theGaza Strip has become blurredleaving the Gaza Strip itself to
function as one "large enclaved refugee space” (Saleh, 2020.3). Discussions of informality
are not the main focus of this thesis, buthe gap incamp governance and informal practices
are among the causal mechanisms that significantly affected the sockspatial dynamics.
Thus, | briefly discuss and reflect on informality undr the discussion of the sociespatial
dynamics associated withthe fragmented modes ofgovernance and the land and property

market in the studied refugee camps.

The relationship between the refugee camp and the cithas been discussed and adopted

by many other contemporary scholars who have contributed to the field of refugee camp

studies. Thisscholarly moveis termed by Martinet al. i = MN ®b LWi¢ P ¢liEN O B¢ U WH ¢ G
studies. It has provided multifaceted working definitions and theories of a refugee camp
CaqaqlidGqRUNWaqYWT WAz Ut W NeGHWUKt W parellifef willY ¢ (T qlb 13
BARY GY. EsRaniRIfF ihatprotracted refugee crisis, refugee camps build economic and

social ties with their adjacent cities while he physical boundaries between the camp space

and the city blur, and the camp becomes entangled with its urbarsurroundings (Doal,

2010; Ramadan, 2013; Sanyal, 208} Sanyal, 2014b; Abourahme, 2015; Oesch, 2020).

This stance is specifically present in the analysis of researchers who have studied the
Palestinian refugee camps in the Middle East, such as Dair(2010), Ramadan (2013), Sanyal

(2012 and 2014), Abourahme (2015), Martin (2015), and Saleh and De Meulder (2019).

These studies try to link the refugee camps with their hosting urban settings. Nonetheless,

very few of these studies have focused on the refugee camps in the Gaza StRecognising

the particularity of the Gaza Strip refugee camps, they can be used to draw analogies with

other contexts, as some of theseGazart ¢ 0 Gt WI WG 3t W0 q 3T Wa Y I-GIRLIIZHLD 2 1
spaces that are entangled with their hosting environments. | present the context of refugee

camps in the Gaza Stripwith their historical evolution and typology in Chapter Three

GaqéYenN6WI PInea NIJILW-B R 6 tEey Brét oot yetFctnibletdt etigs, as the
occupation of space remains precarious, and their evolution represents incomplete forms
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of urbanity (Agier, 2002).Refugees living in these camps are still struggling with a chronic

tension between their identity as political subjects and their presence in the camp space as

meare lifere A s 6 I DWq6 WG ¢ aqaldl WRY WIJ¢t RII WaVYwWaceUenNWn
and other humanitarian organisations (Malkki, 2002). Such tension in refugee camps

hinders their development into complete cities despite resembling some features of the

city. Agier writes:

BN UWHE G GAWg6 DUAWRY WRYAGGE!I ¢cHUIVWqY Wad JWHRq!
economy that could exist since people show they are willing to work (and,

for many of them, to remain where they are), a social division which adapts

to the plurality of constraints, an occupation of space which, however

precarious, gives meaning to an originally desertic place everything is
GYqUUaqRcOWHz2 qWIUYq6RUNWIT I20YGH AlWs WE2 U Ws 6 1
a stunted city-to-be-G ¢ T IJALWA! WT W3 URqRY ppl8Bs-830)] HOwll NRIJI L

Nonetheless, according to Jansen (2016), there is ambiguity in drawing the analogy between

camps and cities because it fails to capture the regulations of control characterised by

permanent temporariness. Acknowledging social diversity, hybrid governanceand

economic stratification, Jansen (2016) suggests that refugee camps urbanise under the
management and control of the humanitarian bureaucracy in what healls 6 2 0 ¢ URq ¢ | R¢ |
2l Ae URWOIs ¢ Ut WUkt WéaacURqgel ReUWel A¢ URMgIigA W PIne
urbanity that impart a permanent feature to the refugee spaces and mobility to the camp
inhabitants. Refugee camps are settlements of uncertainty with urbanity thatare
characterised by poverty and rebellion, insecurity and informality, and inequality
reproduced byeveryday practices (Jansen, 2018). Despite tis professed ambiguity around

q6 lWcUcayYN! WHWqs JJUWHeAGGH We Ul W HR q RIIR tANLLAGS R} YL
instrumental for this study as well asfor the contemporary discourse on refugee canps

because it helps draw comparisons on how these spaces evolved compared with their

adjacent urban centres, and helps analys the socio-spatial features that make the camps

distinct or similar to surrounding cities.
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Recognising the notable and unique characteristics of the Palestinian refugee camps and

the Palestinian refugee case in general, this research also draws on the efforts of urban

scholars, primarily from the Middle East, to conceptualise Palestinian refugeeeamp

I GeH#HIJt OWNSRY WNI YeGWYnWl 3t W3¢l #6611 + WEect Waet WOLWEe
qé Wt qcqlUWYNWU+FHUGgRYUwWe Ul WHARYGY I RGQRHAL wlRL
concepts to analyse the camps' spaces, including temporality and assemblagéRamadan,

2013; Abourahmeh, 2015; Alqub & Matar, 2024). Such works read the Palestinian refugee

camp space as an urban assemblage formed through the interplay between the practices of

q6 DWHec GGkt W s3adl + AWG ¢ qldl R¢ O Rogildisylbe toid whig 1IJ G GY | ¢
q6 DWbRREABLWAYUHRIDGqRYUWGS G Gt WJIU2 Rt R Wgfmhghdnls ¢ O G L
assemblage thinking, which is instrumental in unpacking the formation and fluidity of the

urban refugee camp space. Viewing refugee camps as assdétages helps scholars and

researchers depart from their static view (Ramadan, 2013; Abourahme, 2015; Oesch, 2020;

Alqub & Matar, 2024) to explore the evolution of the camp space and its complex internal

and external interactions. As Ramadan (2013) argueshere is a need for a more

geographically sensitive approach to unpack the complexities of the camp space.

Based on the discussion in this section, | adopt the perspective that refugee camps,

Jt GUHRc 00! WRULWa6 1JLWA éNTRJ R FES tigEiENcHF iddrplidace 4] LW bH R q
ARG UnWRY W 2 At q¢ UqRecdWe UT AWt GUHRNRACGO! AWYn U
and understand the formation of the camp as an assemblage and builds on that formation

to study different structures, institutionsA W¢ UT Wa 6 I We DIWUH! WY nWaqé WWHE G G
0 Rt 1Jm W dch@FoR @fary thedty, discussions on goernance, and most importantly,

the ongoing tension between structure and agency, which helps understand the contextual
complexities of each unique refugee camp spaceNevertheless, from legal and political

lenses in the Gaza Strip contextthis thesis also argues that proper theorisingof the camps

cUT Waq6WRI WW2YdeqRYUW!t 68Ye bl W Ustaplds ekcétiand AsT 1JG ¢ | q
explained above, N¢ G HUUkt W2RUst WHecUWE VG GWI+GacRULWa6 1JLW
and still aid in understanding the roots othe contradictions and paradoxesin these spaces.

NS WWmwt q¢c qlWYnWIFHIGqRYUwWt 6 Yol WHWWget ULWE Wa
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cause that provoked the actions of the agency and the resilience of refugees. Camps have

RUT T WAHXIIO W 1J201R0 G LdR (eaRYalebHR o WWH 2 a We a Wa 6 I W ¢
/bt ¢ q 13 WY n W barelieheilRay Uckalld 80 AMUIIU Y I G Yet 0! WRUNGea WUt
as the struggle of the refugee agents. Particularly in the case of the Gaza Strip, refugees and

refugee camps have inherited layersof colonialism, juridico-political exceptions,

geographical confinement and restrictions, and continue oppression, which makes the

mt qe qlWY nWI+FHIIGqRY Uw e UshRtbkeoptddied spéicdsU Y q RY U llq 6 ¢ q W

In the following and final section of this chapter, | critically engage with the literature on
humanitarianism and aid in order toexamine the role of humanitarian aid organisations as
the leadingactors in the refugee camps, and the impacts of these actions othe dynamics

and evolution of the camp space.

ZHOx 20c¢ URqc¢ l2REURWEG & UH 1J 6 N nopARinio@l LW

The main contribution of this thesis speaks to the body of citgamp literature, with a focus

on humanitarian action and humanitarianism as the main driver/influential factor in the
evolution of camps. Nonetheless because of the longstanding presence and significant
impact of humanitarian action on refugee campsin the Palestinian context | discuss the
literature on humanitarianism in this section. The aim of the discussion is to define
humanitarian action and draw on the political and historical contextof humanitarianism,
which was introduced to Palestine following the 1948 NakbaThis discussion inforns the
analysis of the mandate and role of humanitarian actors, particularly the UNRW# relation

to the management and evolution of Palestinian refugee campsAs discussed in the
previous sections, notions of urbanityin refugee campsmaterialise under humanitarian
Hel JWY!I Wmwnéad¢cURqel Re Ullle | FHup pPricess af léverydayllliving) lofY 2 N 6 LU
refugees (Jansen, 2016 & 2020). In the Palestinian case, particularly in refugee camps,
Palestinians have lived their entire lives underhie impacts of humanitarianism (Feldman,
2018). Thus,due to its significant role,humanitarianism is anotherimportant dimension of
this study's conceptualisation. My discussion and analysis of humanitarianism is

particularly linked to understanding and theorising the role of humanitarian aid
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organisations and their impact on the lives of displaced people in protracted displacement
conditions, rather than discussing the various and deeply contested critiques of

humanitarianism.

From policy and practical perspectives, humanitarianismis defined by the International
OYUGOGRqqUUWYN W6 IJWAIT WOl Yt Wef 9A9L Wet Wbag6 WWRUT |
| JORUNWqaqYW2RAEqRA WYnWel aWT WHRYUnGRAqt We UT WUe q
Humanitarianism is governed by four core imanitarian principles: humanity, impartiality,

neutrality, and independence (Barnett & Weiss, 2011; The Sphere Handbook, 2018).

Generally, humanitarian aid is actionoriented, characterised by being shortterm, and is
implemented via external resources rather than focusing on leveraging internal capacities

(Otto & Weingartner, 2013) However, in the context of refugee camps in protracted
displacement, providing humanitarian aid for extended periods is inevitable. Once a refugee

camp has been established, it is challenging to determine when it will close, affecting both

refugees and hunanitarian actors alike. For the UNHCR, a durableolution for refugees

should be realised to close a refugee camp. According to the UNHCR (2025b), there are

three possible durable solutions: voluntary repatriation to the country of origin, local

integration in the country of asylum, or resettlement to ahird country. Being unable to

realise a durable solution for refugees is not necessarily linked to the continuation of the

hostility or the conditions that caused the displacement. Instead, realising these solutions

is contingent on the willingness ofs@ IJ1 WRNUWGYs I t Ws 6 YWHI Decqldl Waé
and the capacity of the humanitarian aid apparatus. In the absence of such willingness,
humanitarian mechanisms that respond to emergencies have seen dramatic growth in the

size and diversity of their exprtise in the contemporary humanitarian system (Agier, 2002).

There are hundreds of NGOs, UN agencies, and research institutes from different fields

mea Ul U7 WH! WaqdsWWhaVyYl U OWl0cec qRYUUW q¢ qldt K g YOLEGH LY T 2 *
space thatissutGGYt UI WqVYWGI YaqUWAqWe UT WG6! +t RAcGO! Wi¢ RUQ«
victims (Agier, 2002).
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In protracted refugee camps, aid is introduced from the outset and continues during the

T 0210YG0H1IURNYInulWsrIRale | It AWGI Wt WOqRUOUNWeUYq6 I LW
humanitarian aid organisations work in urban contexts. Researchers, as we#ls some
practitioners, have called for a reevaluation of humanitarian approaches to be adapted and

tailored to the specific contexts in which theyoperate. Particularly, debates among
policymakers and practitioners of alternatives to humanitarian approaches in urban
displacement have increased in recent decades. Many humanitarian organisations have
HOUlUWNI ¢GGOIRUNWsRa6Waq6lWUWs Whel HEUK WGI Yal ¢ Ha
YGUIl ¢qRYUcCOWt 6Rnat WI INel TRUNWOSYs WeRTAUBHE UL HIJ
Sanderson, 2019; Guterres, 2010). Similarly, some scholars and practitioners concur that

t RDURNRHAcUqUWU2RT WOHWIWe OT W 3t W3¢l A6 WNe Gt WGWI + R
experiences, the recovery mechanisms of affected populations, ath the long-term impacts

of humanitarian interventions (Brownet al., 2015; Haysom & Pavanello, 2011). Moreover,

Brown and Johnson (2015) suggest that most research evidence on urban humanitarian
response is based on perceptions of international humanitarian actors, while overlooking

the humanitarian experiences of local &tors. In addition, humanitarian funding structures

are built on either humanitarian or development intervention, as most attempts to manage

urban protracted crises neglect the humanitariandevelopment nexus, adopt arbitrary top

down approaches, and lack a clear vision of the context and environment (DaeBrown et

al., 2015).

Some scholars and humanitarian practitioners have promoted a handful of concepts and
approaches to address the knowledge gap and pursue a more effective urban humanitarian

| 3t GYUt JoW[ YI W+caGalaW?2k §UYn!l RY Wb =MNMWstWCt t 131
ask what a city can do to support their interventions. Instead, they should seek ways to

l 2GGYIl qWq6 DWHRq! kt Wl ¥t GYUt DWqgqYWel AcOWT Rt Gac¢c #H
traditional humanitarian responses oftenY 2 1J1 G Y Yt WY Wa Rt 2 Uik R Ualtz O TALE A
contexts where the interrelations between formal and informal systems and actors are not

¢l Dhue¢cqi! WHEGagel T IOWNG 1J! W, asiiscldsen lhlthe)gdevieuR U N Ws R
section, to achieve greater accountability towards theaffected communities in urban
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settings. Similarly, Sanyal (2014b) suggests using urban literature to study refugee camps,
particularly the debates on urban informality, which allows us to understand the links

between refugee spaces and their host cities.

From another perspective, some humanitarian practitioners promote new engagement and
response approaches to be tested and piloted in urban displacement contexts. For
instance, the Global CCCM Cluster (2014) introduced the centre approach where a
community centre is established to serve the displaced and host vulnerable communities,
while Parker and Maynard (2015) presented the ardaased Approach that was introduced
by the InterAgency Standing Committee (IASC) in 2010 to bridge the divide between the
provision of the shortterm humanitarian needs to the displaced and the longeterm
development needs. Finally, Sanderson (2020) suggests three key principles as general best
practices for humanitarian organisations to engage in urban humanitarian responses:
humanitarian actors need to consider longefterm views of the impacts of their actions;
should engage in urban complexity that embodies mulifaceted needs and multisectoral
responses; and should aim at more collaboration with local actors and among interrieonal

responders (Sanderson, 2020).

In academic discussions, humanitarianismand its definition and aims havebeen a central
topic of debate among scholars, including Michael Barnett, Didier Fassin, Lisa Bhungalia,
and lllana Feldman. According to Barnett (2011), the impulse to help others is found in all
major religions, which include notions of compassion and charity. Nonetheless,
humanitarianism as a concept began to emerge in the 19th century through the efforts of
Henry Dunant, who foundedwhat became the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) Barnett, 2011). Michael Barnett (2011) detailed three historical ages of
humanitarianism, exploring the shifting relationship between aid, political power, and
morality. The first is the age ofimperial humanitarianism (to 1945), which was a
foundational era full of the deep contradictions of humanitarianism as an instrument of
imperialism. Humanitarianism was a key part of the civilising mission rooted in the ideas of

Western nations and the duty to bring civilisation to the peopl of the world. In this first age,
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humanitarianism was seen as part of a package of progress delivered by imperial powers.
The second is the age afieo-humanitarianism (1945-1989), emerging during the height of
decolonisation and the Cold War following World War Il. In that eraid was rarely given
based on need alone, anchumanitarianism became a political tool of superpowers, used to
win political allies in the newly independentThird World nations. In the period ofneo-
humanitarianism, donor governments used aid to advance their positia in the global
ideological struggle. Aid was no longer about explicit civilising missions, but it remained
deeply political. The third age is the age diberal humanitarianism (1989 uPresent), which
emerged by the end of the Cold War and the diminishing of the geopolitical constraints
associated with the previous era. This age has seen the rise of international
humanitarianism, characterised by the growth in the influence, number,and size of
international humanitarian NGOs and UN agencies. In this age, lumanitarian actors
together formed theirown powerful globalnetworks, professionalised and accessed billions

of dollars through governmental and norgovernmental contributions.

The third age, humanitarianism today, is seen a$e liberal ageof humanitarianism (Barnett,

2011), grounded in fundamental human rights, democracy, and the rule of lanHowever,

many scholars have questioned and criticised humanitarian interventioras a new tool for

Western imperialism, or asDidier Fassindescribesit, /b¢ 0 q | 2 Rt a R théd&udeGié! R¢ 0 Rt
/b1J 2 13 Uiddentbiied initiatives of humanitarian organisations rely on the dissemination of

liberal values with little consideration for the meaningY n Wd YHRe¢ aWUOY! at we U1 W
(Fassin, 2023, p.104)Fassin, in earlier work,discussed how humanitarianism created the
humanitarian reason to govern precarious lives (Fassin, 2012). Thus, humanitarian action,

despite being neutral, moral, and apolitical response to suffering, creates an alibi for

political inaction (Fassin, 2012), or even as an extension of political violence and the regimes

of war and policing (Bhungalia, 2015).

Criticism of humanitarian aid has increased in recent decades, also among philosophers
and researchers who have studied refugee camps, including those discusseth the

previous section. For instance, Agamben (1998) argues that aid organisations can only deal
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sRag6WnRNal Wt WYnWmAe! JWaRNWwWRUOWe OWWIU2RI YUGWUa
and what is political, so that the rights of a person and a citizen are two different, distant

things. Thus, aid organisations indirectly maintain alignment with thpowers they are meant

to oppose (Agamben, 1998). From another perspective, Agier (2011, p. 200) describes the
6atGcURqgcl ReUWE GGel cqet Wet WeaqdJWIInagqWs e UT WY n Wq
other hand strikes. It follows devastation with aid, wiile the other hand drops bombs.
Humanitarian operations are militarily programmed to count survivors, anticipate the

numbers of displaced, plan and erect shelters, and provide survival assistance (Agier, 2011).

The critique of humanitarianism entails that modern humanitarian action depoliticises
social issues by focusing on the symptoms of a crisissuch as displacement and hunger,
while allowing its root causes, such as war and occupation, toemain unaddressed.Thus,
humanitarianism provides a moral response that substitutes the needed political one,
allowing powerful states to appear compassionate while avoiding the difficult and costly
political work required to solve the crisis itself (Mavelli, 2017). By framing inequality,
persecution, and injustice as suffering, humanitarianism reduces complex political issues
to technical, medical, or logistical problems (Fassin, 2012).This transforms people from

political subjects with rights and agency into passive victims or "bare life" to be managed.

Furthermore, as Bhungalia (2015) argu& humanitarianism and humanitarian aid,
particularly in Palestine, have become sophisticated mechanisms to manage the
Palestinian population instead of supporting their liberation. It became a tool to mitigate the
suffering caused by occupation, serving asa quick fix to prevent the total humanitarian
collapse and revive the occupying power of its legal and financial responsibility (Bhungalia,
2015). Focusing on the work of the US Agency for International Developme(itSAID),
Bhungalia argues thathe foreign aid regime in Palestine is not a neutral, benevolent force;
instead, it is a component and tool to manage the violence and police Palestinian everyday
life (Bhungalia, 2015).

According to Feldman (2009), humanitarianism is always subject to debate in its objectives
and actions. It is unclear whether humanitarian organisations should focus solely on
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alleviating direct suffering or take developmental actions aimed at more structural changes
(Feldman, 2009). In her discussions on humanitarian action in Gaza, Feldman (2009)
highlights that humanitarian activities can vary from the simple provision of fab or

healthcare services to education and the undertaking of structural development activities.

For Palestinians and the Palestinian refugee camps, the impacts of humanitarianism on

their lives in protracted urban camps have been complicated and mostly underesearched

(Feldman, 2009). There have been contentious and contradictory arguments on the
particular impacts of aid on Palestinian refugees. For example, one of the few studies
conducted in the context of Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon shows that the actions

of humanitarian organisations have created an environment of doubt and suspicionyhich

undermines collective political action in the refugee community (Issa, 2019). Issa (2019)

claimed that aid has created a onedirectional regime of surveillance and visibility,
TWGcecUT RUNWne2GdOWI R #GYY 21 WY n W lagcanditblds, whidhi R 2 131 L
induces unequal power relations and mistrust within the refugee community. This is

because aid workers, who are often refugees themselves, are assigned by humanitarian

agencies to monitor others while simultaneously being monitored, with has created and

perpetuated a cycle of mistrust (Issa, 2019). As presented above, according to critical

| JEORY Okt WRYURUDGqt Allgé It WWe RT Ws YI ¢ 131+ W WG 3t 1
while simultaneously belonging to the norm circles of rafigees and the displaced
AYGGzaURq! OWlc Y5321 AWftt ekt WAYUqUWUqRYet Wel NaG1J
Ynlagl et qwdGl 3t WUqIT WAH! Ws¢Hel 3I0We UOT wWoel GYULWb =
and devastation, communities in Gaza have maintainedheir cultural norms and retained

their old values, allowing them to feel, know, and relate to each other, and thus trust one

another. These findings were strikingly salient in the refugee camps they studied.

In her more recent booktitled lbx Rn IJW x R2WJT WRUWAWGRIInalWcalcURC
Actalt qRUR¢ Ul A IHespite Ithe kitgieli R buf&hitasanism, lllana Feldman
argues that the humanitarian presence and governancepened the opportunity for the

Palestinian refugeesto turn suffering into a political concern. Feldman(2018) explains
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rPalestinians have declared refugees to be political subjects, made the
620¢cURqc¢cl ReUWt GerHWWeUT WeedcURqgel ReUWe HaR?2
| Una Nt b WEWIcqaqlll WYnNWGYTGRgqRACTOWHYUHDI UAL
refusals are political acts. Contrat Waq YW | YOI qkt WI R¢NUYt Rt Allq ¢
instance shows the refugee category and condition to be world forming: a
ground for initiating action, a means of enacting plurality, a way of being in

HYGavyUauWwe U7 We W Ge #1I112318, 23Rt ¢ qRYUw Wb [ BGT Gc US

Feldman's (2018) central argument is that Palestinian refugee politics is fundamentally
discordant, defined by the persistent, necessary, and burdensome tension of using a
humanitarian status (the refugee status), often framed as passive suffering and defg as
the primary ground for active political claims, national liberation, and statehood. According
to Feldman (2018), Palestinians are caught in a constant struggle to simultaneously use the
language of suffering to gain international visibility as gri@ble subjects while also forcefully
rejecting the reduction of their existence to a mere humanitarian problem. Their politics is
not just about pain, but about insistence on existence forcing the world to repeatedly
acknowledge that their humanitarian crisis is, and has always been, a political one. In such
discourse, the refugee issue and refugee subject became central to the national identity as
Palestinians have drawn on diverse pdical languages, including the humanitarian

obligation itself (Feldman,2018).

Nonetheless, Feldman acknowledges the limitations of the humanitarian system. As,
Palestinian refugees have had no choice but to engage in reconstructing their social,
economic, and political lives from within the humanitarian system, their efforts are
complicated by geopolitical conflicting goals and timelines, creating constant tension. They
also face criticism from outsiders about how they shouldact andfeel conflicted themselves
about the right way to live. Ultimately, Palestinians want their lives tbe valued for more
than just their suffering, an aspiration that the humanitarian system alone simply cannot

fulfil (Feldman, 2018).
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Drawing on the contexts of Palestinian refugee camps, and to offer a better analytical

approach for studying refugee campsn protracted displacement, Feldman (2018) suggests
conceptualising both humanitarian aid providers and aid recipients as being continuous

movement between what she calls the 62 0 ¢ URq¢l RecUWt Ragec qRY UmlL ¢
HYUT RgRYUwOW[ WGT G¢UWZMNYb WcecUcT! + It W63t W a
| JndDHqRUNDWYUWAec oWt qRUR¢c ULWI Ine NIt pliRdiudteds 1J W~ RT
haG ¢ URqgc¢l ReURYt GwWcUOT WI WnidWHqWaq6 Wt 6Rngt WRUWG
humanitarian apparatus between the acute ad chronic phases. They 6 2 0 ¢ URq¢ | R¢ U
I Raq e ¢ mpgRe¥dit€dne pressing need to mobilise humanitarian assistance in response

to a crisis and provide lifesaving support. It is about how people and organisations respond

to human suffering, recognise the crisis, and define and label theategory of refugee and

the techniques of delivering and managing aid (Feldman, 2018). The62 G ¢ URqc¢ | R¢ U
H#Y UT R @ Rahitesiad in protracted displacement and the establishment of aid relations

under circumstances and conditions that pose operational and existential challenges to the

biopolitic al approaches of humanitarianism, which are originally designed to offer survival

rather than promote the development of people affected by crisis (Feldman, 2018). As

Feldman (2018) explains, thethumanitarian conditionwhighlights how people live for long

periods of time in a humanitarian contextwith the humanitarian activities in the background

of their consciousness.

There are continuous and repeating shifts between the emergent and the chronic, the fluid

and the static in the prolonged existence of the humanitarian crisis. Thus, refugees live their

lives in a state of oscillation. Feldman 2018, p.16) articulates such movement particularly

in the case of Palestinian refugees as they navigate their lives while shifting between

HYUT RqRYUWe UT W llohbttedhY dhrorit sholerts, Ihbargiralisation and political

b gct R WEl DWI WGUeqlT G! WGe U A @enbiningl assdirblage With 1+ LY N L
critical realism ontologies, asdiscussed above,helps explore and analyse such oscillation

through capturing the formation and causation of the various sockspatial structures at

those different shifting periods.
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[ DG T G¢ Uk tcobogdfullisaYian also offers potential to analyse and understand
humanitarian aid actions and mandates in the Palestinian contextThroughout the thesis,
and particularly in Chapter Seven, ldiscuss and analyse the role of the UNRWA as the
leading humanitarian aid provider in Gaza refugee campsto understand how these
prolonged aid provisions have affected the dynamics of refugee camps and had lasting
effects on their political, social, and urban characteristics, particularly duringperiods of

m6a2G¢cURqgcl ReUW RagecqRYUmwle Ul WmwéaGec URagcel ReUWAY

[ DOGT G¢c Ukt WRYURVDGqRYUt WeUT Wel Red3Uqt Wel WHEIUq!
although humanitarian interventions often have short mandates and temporary funding

streams and limited horizon for planning, the longer presence of humanitarianisrin the

Palestinian case/b6 ¢ + WGI Y2 RT WT We¢ Wt Ge HIVWRUWs 6 RAG WGUY GO L
can mobilize tools that would seem to be the prerogative of citizens L[ 1JT T & ¢ U b= MNY A U
Although it seems paradoxical, the humanitarian space has been ammportant tool for

Palestinians to claim their rights, and they have always considered humanitarianism as their

right (Feldman, 2018).

For the Palestinian situation, analysis of humanitarian action should be traced to its
political roots to understand the manifestations resulting from such actionbecause the
humanitarian issue in Palestine, especially in Gaza, is a symptom of the broader political
situation (Feldman, 2009).This can be clearly depicted in the work of the UNRWA, the
leading humanitarian aid agency mandated to support and alleviate the suffering of
Actalt qRURcUWI WneanNJt OWWNS WO Ai Wset WUNGAHY!I T RU
to oversee and implement relid and works programs that alleviate the suffering of
Palestinian refugees in the Middle East region (Bocco, 20; Ryseck & Johannsen, 2009).
Nonetheless, as | discuss in detail in Chapter Severthe UNRWA is not a protectiorbased
organisation and has no obligations to provide durable solutions for the Palestinian refugees
(Bocco, 2010).

There have been mixed perceptions among Palestinians of the humanitarian and relief
efforts. Feldman (2009) found that refugees in Gaza continue to reflect on their mixed
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perceptions of the aid and the effects of the humanitarian relief they initially received more

than sixty years ago. Palestinians see humanitarian aid as a right, but still contentiously

#HYUt RT Ul WagécqWe2¢c RIRUNWY N Wt 2 H dilddler LiheirRoBliicgl A LW a; 6 1J LL
aspiration to statehood and achieve the refugees' right to return (Feldman, 2009). Feldman

(2009) argued that seeing Gaza as a pure humanitarian problem and intervening on this

basis underscores the main issue of refugees in Gaza and undermines their political rights

to return home.

This has also been the case for the UNRWA. In a more recent work, Feldman (2018)
emphasises that Palestinians have consistently expressed conflicting opinions regarding
the agency. On one hand, some say the existence of the UNRWA aims at normalising the
humanitarian approach to the Palestinian issue and undermining the possible political
solution. On the other hand, many insist that the existence of the UNRWA represents an
acknowledgement of the political claims of the Palestinians and signs the responsibiy of
the international community to their struggle (Feldman, 2018). Nonetheless, the prolonged
presence of the UNRWA offered displaced Palestinians the means and the space to rebuild
their society and recover and reproduce their identity and traditiongBocco, 2009). To a
considerable extent, the presence of UNRWA has been seen as an integral part of the
national project and a manifestation of the Palestinians' political aspirations to implement
qé6 Wl RNG aqlIYn Wl 1Jq e W ivAakeFnsiludbialisdlthesP algstinidhYhhtidil
identity.

HARYI T RUDWqVYW7 YRAHY W = MNMb AW q & bt @ DAA WLt YUIGDI | Lid ta) !l
Gl Y2RT RUB G 4 Brsélnte I AqRYUWAH! Wt I 2RUNWAGRGORY UL W
thousands under its operations. The agency can be seen as a parallel provider of pabli
services that administers refugee affairs by service provision and mediation alone, and
without coercive power (Bocco, 2010). Despite the criticism faced by the agency regarding
Rt WYGWI ¢qRYUL aWd Al &kt WW*FRt qUHA WhroMid@rgldt 130 qt U
lifeline for Palestinian refugees and a salient sign of thaternational community's failure to

resolve the Palestinian refugee issue (Bacco, 2010).
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Currently, there are more than 5 million Palestinian refugees registered with UNRWA and

receiving its services in the Middle East. Among those refugees, around ott@rd, which

comprises 1.5 million, live in 58 UNRW#Aecognised refugee camps across the fiw areas of

O Al kt WYGWI ¢cqRYUAWRUHG 2T RUNWq6 Wi Wt quw7 ¢ Ut Allqg
GqéYenN6WgéJWwWe nWUA! kt WaecUT ¢ qUWRt W6eaadcURqcel ReU

Nonetheless,the® A1 &kt Wec qaqlJUqRY ULlq Y Ldjté d3dtciated gualities) U2 R1 Y (
in refugee camps has been relatively recet®WIN 6 JWe DIJUH! Kkt We qaqldUqRY ULq Y
resulted from the accumulated challenges caused by overlooking the urban dimensions of

the camps. Thus, only in the pastwo decades has the agencystarted to investigatea better
understanding and organisation of the camp spatial environment to intervene and improve

it (Misselwitz & Hanafi, 2010; Budeiri, 2014; Tayeh, 2022). Before that, the UNRWA and most

of the donor community mainly employed pure humanitarian response mechanisms to

provide services to rdugees in these urban camps, considering refugees as passive aid
recipients, neglecting the fact that they have political agency and that they resemble urban

residents needing similar kinds of services provided to ordinary people.

In this thesis, | analyse and critically discuss the role of UNRWA as a humanitarian
organisation working to support Palestinians in the protracted displacement context, which

faces growing challenges irdealing with emergency and chronic needsThiscontext of long

term refugee camps can be better addressed and analysed by recognising the movement

between the needs of the crisis and the entitlements associated with the chronic static
conditions. Thus, in my analysisof 6 JWHCEc G Gt k WI ! U¢ G RAY We UT WéeacU
[ DOGT G¢Ukt Wel=MNYb WUYqRYUt WYNnWm6aldecURgel ReUWt R
understand and support the empirical findings for this thesis, particularly when discussing

the prolongedrole of humanitarian aid and the UNRWA in the studied refugee camps

Furthermore, to analyse the empirical findings,| employ the philosophical ontological lens
that combines assemblage thinking withcritical realism to help unpack the formation of
socio-spatial structures at times of crisis, /Aumanitarian situationw &nd the reshaping of
these structures through their emergent propertiegduring periodsof stasis, fsumanitarian
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conditionw Through these analytical lenses, | discuss how refugees +@ppropriated their

camp space, introducing urban forms of livingd ! WH 6 ¢ 0 0 13 U N REHY WaRdIRIBHIA 0LE 1 Gie
cUT WayYT Rn! RUNLWaq 6 Itbltpeateld)| 6 HIIILB IRI2 W EB FGId HsiLL wiiliser x 13°n 1J H 2
this combination of theories and the underlying concepts to contribute to city-camp

literature and better explain how camps' socio-spatial structures came to be, have been

challenged and reshaped by frequent crises and acute eventdyy refugees' actions and

fragmented governance, producing causal mechanisms undercontinued oscillation

between the fhumanitarian situationwsand the faumanitarian conditiont

ZlomYU#rRG2t RYU

In this study, | introduce thecombination of critical realism andassemblagethinking to offer

a complementarity of ontologies to analyse and explain refugee camps. This ontological
understanding is instrumental in unpacking both the formation and causation stories of the

studied phenomena (Rutzou & EldeWass, 2010), ascamp evolution is characterised by

periods of fluidity and formation, as well asperiods of stability and causation. These
ontologies, and the theoretical frameworkl developed mainly through the theorisation of

refugee camps, citycamp literature, critical discussions of humanitarianism, and urban

theory, are essential for tackling and answering the research questions. This understanding

helps unpack the sociospatial dynamics present in the refugee camps, how their distinct

structures interact and work together, and how these interactions prduce causal
mechanisms that affect the re-production and re-appropriation of the camp space. | build

on this theoretical stanclJ W¢ UT Wnl ¢ G W W6 DWI Wne NI WHE G G Wet WA
BHRIRT DwOWNGS R WRUN Y Gt Hpatiélldydamits it the dRudied Yefugde 6 1J W Y

camps in this thesis and provides the theoretical underpinnings for the empirical findings.

This chapter shows thattheories on refugee camps have been largely debated in the past

few decades, with the most recent studies departingawayn| Ya Wl RNR¢ G AW Ukt WHYU
particularly q 6 Wt q¢ qUl WY nWHIFHIGqRY UwWe UT WWHRYGYOIRQR
better understanding of the camp and itsformation in the Palestinian context N¢ G A UK t LU

juridico-political accounts still offer potential for refugee camp studies particularly if
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combined with newer debatesa 6 ¢ a LlUT IJGR H q L q 6-0 R fpldad H le&xplairliks LW /bHR q !
evolution and paradoxes. This thesissynthesises these concepts within a framework

utilising critical realism as an overarchingresearch philosophy and combining its

ontological stance with assemblage thinking. This is essential to be able to tell both the

causation and formation stories in the studied camps, where critical realism is helpfuin

analysing the more stable structures, while assemblagédielps unpack fluid formations or

yet-to-be structures (Rutzou & EldeivVass, 2019).Besides helping recognise the fluidity and

dynamism of the socio-spatial structures in the refugee camp context, assemblage thinking

also opens the door to understanding the role of the built environment in protracted
displacement, with specific socio-spatial assemblages resembling sorts of urban life in

refugee camps (Elordy, 2021).

| discuss the philosophical underpinnings of this approach in this chapter, suggesting it as
a newontological angle forrefugee camp studies | utilise this combination, building on the
theoretical framework | discussed in this thesis to unpack and holistically analysethe
various socio-spatial dynamics in the studied camps. In particular, this theorisation helps

conceptualise the oscillating role of humanitarian aid between the fluicand stable.

fwWedt YWG!I Wt BDUqUWaqéJWRYUqUGGY! ¢ ! W RitRA adtwd LRGYOUE LY Ir
that benefited from urban theory in understanding the complexities associated with each

unique camp context. In protracted displacement contexts, camps become temporary

permanent, fluid-static, and places of exception and places of new political identities. As |

I Rt et t WRUOW@6 WWIGGRI RACOWHGEEC GqUIl + AWt YO WWHE G Gt
contradiction between poor alleys and wellestablished neighbourhoods. h order to unpack

the paradoxes of these sociespatial relations, | suggest tracing the camp back to its original

state of exception and unpacking the evolution oits urban space and refugee agency.

In this chapter, | also examinehumanitarianism and its contested role discussed in the
literature and particularly in protracted urban displacement scenarios.In the discussion, |
shed light onhumanitarianism in the Palestinian context, and how it can be an enabler for
the recovery of identity, culture, norms, and space for raising political concerns (Feldman,
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2018). This creates a contradictory role between humanitarianism's apolitical mandate and
its manifestation for Palestinians whosee the presence of humanitarian actors, particularly
the UNRWA, as part of their political rights that should be fulfilled by the international

community.

However, as the Palestinian refugee camps became places for both prolonged living and
receiving aid, humanitarian work has had to change in unexpected ways over the decades.

The primary issue is that humanitarianism is often designed for sheterm emergenciesto

save lives and then move on. When a crisis lasts for a long time, aid workers face new
challenges because their methods are focused on immediate needs, not on loAgrm

planning (Feldman, 2018). Thisecessitates shifts in humanitarian thinking toconsider the

el HeUWnWéeaqel Wt WRUWGEa2GecURge!l ReUWI 13t GYUt JOWNG |
(2018)Ga2 UHagqea ¢ qT W62 G ¢ URqc¢cl REURYt O wAlls 6 RAG WI Rt He
w62l ¢c¢URqgcecl ReUWt Ragecec qRYUwW ¢ Ul W q Ghdtlaffeéidd YHe R # LU /b6 @
humanitarian management and the sociespatial dynamics in the studied camps. These

notions are substantial in this thesisfor analysing the modes of humanitarian action in

protracted refugee camps that frequently experienceacute shocks in the Gaza Strip.

While assemblage thinkingontology helps in this research to see the formation and fluidity

of socio-spatial structures, with a broader perspective on observing the built environment,

critical realism allows us to recognise that there is an objective ontology that, at the same
qROWVAWHY Ut Rt qft WYnWt eATUHqR2JIWRUqII Gl Wge qRY Ut W
Vincent, 2014). Through this constructivist and interpretivist epistemology, critical realism

posits that our understanding of reality is not direct but is shaped by social consicts of

concepts, languages, interests, and practices (Erickson, 2018)Based on that as in critical

realism, | recognise that my knowledge of the refugee camps is theoretically laden and

constructed via my experience and exposure.

Thus,to produce abetter explanation and understanding othe reality of the studied refugee
camps, | use retroductive reasoning building on a combination of these theories and
experiences. Retroduction involves considering the manifestation of the phenomena,
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utilising the available description and analysis to reconstruct the conditions and
circumstances for the phenomena to be the way they are (Danemas al., 2005). In other

words, it involves building on thetheories and concepts that have already been developed

to build the hypothesis about mechanisms that must exist for a phenomenon to be what it

is (Buch-Hansen & Nielsen, 2020). Based on thisl build on my theoretical framework
constructed through the cityH ¢ 0 GG Rl ¢ gqe | WAWI IXGRHAGHRU O WAL & G
/btoq ¢ q 1J WY mltridcalitisc@sgieh¥ ¢ humanitarianism, and urban theory, as well as

my experience The summary of the research philosophy and theoretical framework for this

thesis is preserted in Diagram 2.1. Main conceptsand arguments are highlighted through

bold text.
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Concept of causation :
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Combined ontologies
of assemblage (fluidity
& formation) with
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Based on the theoretical discussion in this chapter, | developedhe following two
propositions. These two propositionstheoretically inform the formulation of my research
guestions and the associated empirical findings,contending that the studied camp spaces
are urban contradicting/paradoxical spaces (proposition one), andhat their humanitarian
managementis affected by the oscillation between emergency and chronic geopolitical and

humanitarian circumstances, and the reappropriation of the camp spacéproposition two).

NKACc Tt qRURc UWI 13nea NIJNdIGH ¢ LAY Ulog 1l dIURGEd YeIT | YRFLRIH
RUqYolRBRE ¢ U LR = 10t0tE B 1) RH Wh gsild &% 10dJI0!q « W
nidec qelUBNEEIIGages ¢ Rt I Wet WAYq6WGTOeHIIE WYn W
¢cNUUA! We Ul WG ecHDt WYnWI+EHIIGqRYUIO

SN W 628 c¢cURge!l ReUW GeUeNUGUWUqW YnlW q6 W1 13n
| JARGI YHRcGO! We o 1JH ¢ REE MR 6T NREADN | RiJa)IaLd U /#IR Y
RUHIN U RUz IT WYt AROGEqRYUWHW s WU W6 W6 2 G ¢
w62 0Rqc | R¢ UubRe WM RsmREYIALY UNY RUNWRUqUI ¢ HqRYU
q6 DWmpEYURVR2 I wWe Ul WpGUW! AUOR2JT wllt GE HIJE W«
b Ge HIIO

These propositions are essential tdrame the research questions employing retroduction
to unfold the mechanisms that influenced the evolution of the refugee campsrecognising
that the ontologies in the camp space oscillate between fluidity and stability, formation and

causation as described above.

| unpack the social, economic, and political aspects of the citylike lived space of the camp

to analyse their manifestation in the studied camps, Jabalia and Deir Al Balah, contributing

to the expansion of these propositions and theories | discussed in ik chapter. | trace the

analysis to the formation of these spaces and the continuity of exceptional legal and

political measures by | Jgea |l URUNWaqVYW NecGAWNUkt WHYURUDGqWYNnLU
combining it with the city-like analysis of lived space to exg@in the spectrum of temporary

permanent, conceived-perceived-lived refugee spaces. Through this analysis, | introduce

the notion of they t a ¢ q 1J IOY | @@iich cohfittng and contradictory perceptions,
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regulations, and formations of the space coexist and continuously oscillate between the
conundrums of the temporary-permanent, co-impacting the production of the campspace.
| particularly contribute to city-camp literature discussed aboveby introducing the concept
of the state of paradox that offers an analytical framework that encapsulates and explains
the contradictions in the controversial spaces of urban refugee camps. From the critical
realism lens, the tension betweenthe temporary and the permanent and the conceived
perceived andlived spaces, is a main causal factor in creating the paradoxical conditions in

city-like refugee camps.

Furthermore, the fluctuation between the emergency /b6 2 0 ¢ URq ¢ | R catitllthe Raj2 ¢ q R
chronic w6 2 0 ¢ UR godditiéhésUlbi [ 130G T G ¢ thAtHe Tomdext bof protracted
displacement creates dilemmas for humanitarian actors and UN agencies. Under the

dilemma of providing temporary aid services through the temporary mandates,
humanitarian agencies cater for chronic displacement needs Thus, this thesis also

contributes to the discussions of humanitarianism in the context of refugee camps,

suggesting that the humanitarian systemis also affected by a state of paradox when

respondingto emergencies in protracted displacement conditions

In the next chapter, | provide the contextualisation for this study by presenting political and
historical facts from the Gaza Strip. Thaext chapter also highlights the chronology of the
Palestinian refugee crisis and provides a discussion on the inception and continued
provision of humanitarian assistancein the studied context The context chapter sets the
ground for analysing the research findings, based on the theories and discussions presented

above.
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3.CHAPTERTHREE THE GAZA STRIP, REFUGEE CAMPS, AND
INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN AID

OOM Uql YT 2 AqRYU

The previous chapteihas explored the theoretical concepts and literature on refugee camps

and the provision of humanitarian aid in protracted displacement contextslt discussed

| Unea NP WHe GGH WHYUHWDGqgac¢ca Rt JT We UT I Wad6 Wmt qc¢ ql
Rt DmlWnWeagel Ut AWgs JWUYqRYUt WYnWmwdea e URgel Re UL
the oscillation between fluidity-stability, temporary-permanent in praracted displacement,

providing the analytical and theoretical frameworks that underpirthe empirical chapters of

this thesis. In this chapter, | build the context of the studyintroducing the case of the Gaza
Stripandthe characteristics of the studied camps and their refugee populationThis chapter

provides the history and geography of the Gaza Strippt highlights the political stages and

draws the context in which refugee camps and the humanitarian aid systemhave been

introduced.

This chapter is divided intofour main sections. The first section contextualises the area of
the Gaza Strip, discussing the geopolitical events the Gaza area over the past century and
highlighting the different stages that havempacted the formation and presence of refugee
Hc oGt lOWf quWHE! YOYOYNRRAcOO! WT Wt #I RAVY Waq6WWWAE T
current situation. The second section provides critical and historical perspectives on the aid
apparatus in Palestine. Itcritically contextualises the evolution of the humanitarian aid
system at different geopolitical stages. The section also introduces the specificities of aid in
the urban context of the Gaza Strip, focusing on the UNRWA, its history, ati# profile and
size of itsoperations. The third section then describeghe urban context ofrefugee camps,
highlighting the profiles of the Jabalia and Deir Al Balah refugee camps studied in this
research. It also introduces the city-entangled and crowded features of the refugee camps
in the Gaa Strip, highlighting the attempts enacted to end the presence of these camps or

reduce their density. The last section briefly highlights the current impact of the 2023025
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war on the infrastructure in the Gaza Strip, particularly the camps and the potential impact

of banning the UN organisation for Palestinian refugees, the UNRWA.
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Map 3.1 TheGaza Strip governorates, cities, towns, refugee camps and the main crossings

Source: www.maps-of-the-world.net

The Gaza Strip lies on the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea. It shares its borders with
Israel on the north and east sides, and Egypt othe southwest. This coastal plain has an
area of 360 kni, spanning 41 km, with a width ranging between 6 to 12 km. Administratively,

the Gaza Strip is divided into five governoratéshat spread from north to south: the North

3 The governorates trace their origins to the Ottoman era in Palestine and have changed significantly over time.
The British Mandate restructured the administrative system. In 1967, the Israeli administration divided the
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip into eight districts. In 1995, the Palestinian Authority established the
current 16 governorates. Source: https://ecfr.eu/special/mapping_palestinian_politics/governorates/
(Accessed on 8 April 2025).
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governorate, Gaza City governorate, Middlarea (Deir Al Balah) governorate, Khan Younis
governorate, and Rafah governorate (Alexander, 200WUN-Habitat, 2014). Map3.1 above
illustrates the Gaza Strip, the governmental administrative divisions and the location of

refugee camps.

Based on the latest 2017 census,he total population of the Gaza Strip was 1.9 million,
according to PCBS (2018)According to PCBS2024) projections,the population in the Gaza
Strip by the end of 2024vas estimated to be around 213 million, with around 40.3 per cent
of the total population being less than 15 years old. By the end of 2024, the PCE@2824)
estimated that 66 per cent of the Gaza Strip populatiomwere!l Jna RDIJIJt OWO A
the United Nations agency mandated to provide assistance to Palestinian refugeelsased
on the last update by August 2023states that the total number of registered refugees in the

Gaza Strip is around 1.6 milliofUNRWA, 2023)

Historically, Gaza was considered one of the most ancient cities in the world (Roy, 1988;
Meyer, 1997; Filiu, 2014). Its position was strategic for trade movement between Egypt and
Syria, and it was considered an essential port in Palestine, which used $erve the southern
part of the country (Roy, 1988). It is one of the main cities in historical Palestine and has been
a site of active conflict and warin recent history. For example, in 1799, on his way to Acre,
Bonaparte occupied Gaza, then it fell succssively under the Ottoman Empire and the
British mandate (Roy, 1988). Following World War | and the collapse of the Ottoman Empire,
Gaza saw different political changes. Initially, the city, like the rest of Palestine, was under
the British mandate between1923 and 1948 (Filiu, 2014) where it was a central district
among the 16 subdistricts that spanned over the territory (Alexander, 2007The Gaza
District was one of the six main central districts of the administrative division of Palestine

(Filiu, 2014)(see Map 3.2).

During the British mandate, the Jewish population in Palestine nearly tripled (Roy, 1988).
1947, the UN voted to partition historical Palestine between Arabs and Jews due to rising
conflicts over land and resources, with Gaza envisioned as the main seaport for the
potential Arab state (Filiu, 2014)gee Map 33 for the proposed partitioning plan) The Zionist
80

K



Jewish leadership approved the partitioning plan, while the Arabs rejected it, resulting in the
war after the declaration of the state of Israel in May 1948 (Filiu, 2014). The Egyptian army
entered the Gaza District, which became an escape for Arab refugseaffected by the
conflict in the other districts (Cheal, 1988; Filiu, 2014). Israel bombed the Gaza area and its
surrounding towns from the air, ground, and sea. However, the Egyptian army managed to
remain in control until a ceasefire concluded under theumbrella of the UN in January 1949
(Filiu, 2014). As a result of this war, the Arabs lost control over twhirds of the Gaza district,
with only Gaza City and some of its northern and southern towns and a few farming villages

incorporated into a new entty that became known as the Gaza Strip (Roy, 1988).

This entity of the Gaza Strip was defined in the armistice agreement between Egypt and

Israel (Roy, 1988; Alexander, 2007) based on the positioning of both armies at the time the
ceasefire agreement was reached. The new entity was separated from its agrittural depth

and the rest of Palestine and comprisedonlyone 6 R1 T WY n Waq 6 W] ¢ A¢ Wel ¢ WG|
partition plan. The Gaza Strip came under Egyptian administration between 1948 and 1967,

and the remaining portion of mandatory Palestine, renamed th&/est Bank, was annexed to

Jordan as both territories(the West Bank and the Gaza Strigccounted for 23 per cent of

the original area of Palestine.
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Map 3.2 Districts and SubDistricts of Palestine
according to the Administrative Divisions
(Amendment) Proclamation of 1945.

Source:https://commons.wikimedia.or
g/wiki/File:Mandatory Palestine_1945
subdistricts_and_districts.png
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During the1948war, the Gaza Strip area received an influx of a population of around 180,000
to 200,000 Palestinian refugees (Cheal, 198&R0y,1988; Filiu, 2014). This influx of refugees
tripled the population of the new territory of the Gaza Strip. | provide more details and
discuss the conditions of refugee displacement in Chapter Five of this thesi§he Gaza Strip,
with its refugee population,became increasinglydemographically and politically significant

in the Palestinian cause. It became the centre for Palestinrmnationalism,; it hosted the first
Palestinian National Council and the Declaration of Independence of Palestine (Filiu, 2014).
Israel was always uncomfortable with the existence of refugees and the demographic weight
of the Gaza Strip, where plans for thir expulsion and resettlement outside Palestine have
been frequently discussed by Israeli officials (Alexander, 20QFiliu, 2014). For instance,
Ben Gurion, the prime minister of Israel, proposed occupying Gaza in 1955 and deporting all
refugees to Jorda (Alexander, 2007). The expulsion of refugees and even the whole Gaza
Eql RGkt WGYGedcecqRYUWGet WI WGUeqIT O! WHWAILG! YGY 1
most recently, during the 20232025 war.

As a result of the absence of a sovereign Palestinian state, the ongoing Palestinian struggle
for independence, and the lack of a just solution for the issue of the Palestinian refugees,
the situation in the Gaza Strip remained precarious, with frequent adlicts and wars
marking the conditions in the areaFollowing the second 1967 AraHsraeli war from 1967 to
1994, Israel occupied the Gaza Strip, a period that entailed fluctuating tension that
eventually evolved into a massive uprisingknown as w¥ f (htifagl&h) in Arabic on 8"
December 1987 (Alexander, 2017). The uprising continued until the Palestinian Liberation
Organisation (PLO) signed the Oslo peace agreement with Israel in 1993. The Palestinian
National Authority (FNA) was formed based on the Oslo agreement. It took control of most
parts of the Gaza Strip after the withdrawal of Israeli troops (Alexander, 2007). TheA’has

an elected president and a Legislative Council governing Palestinian autonomous territories
in the West Bank and the Gaz&trip. The A was supposed to be temporary until the
creation of the independent Palestinian state in1999 underthe two-state solution and a

permanent regional peace agreement, but this has never been realised, and the peace
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process, which was supposed to lead to afinal status agreement and a lasting

comprehensive peace,has failed (IMEU, 202).

Even after the Oslo agreementand during the inception and the rule of the A, residents

in the Gaza Strip were often banned from travelling the main roads that the Israeli Army and
settlers in Gaza used (Filiu, 2014). Frequent closures affected the daily lives of Palestinians
and crippled the potential for sustainable economic development (Filiu, 2014). The
assassination of the Israeli PrimeMinister who signed the peace agreement, Yitzhak Rabin,
was a turning point inthe peace process (Rabinovich, 2018 Consecutive Israeli prime
ministers have sabotaged the Oslo agreement, leading to a downward spiral of insecurity
and mistrust. Frustration and the collapse of negotiations led to the failure of the peace
process in the summer of 2000, which flarednto the second uprising(Intifadah) (Alexander,
2007), and undermined the role of the PNA, allowing more radical groups, like Hamas, to

have more influence in the interplay of the territory (Filiu, 2014).

The oncepromising peace accords did not lead to the establishment of the Palestinian

Eqc qUWAWDHc2t WY NnWft !l ¢cIRWGYUGRHARNUY Waéc¢qlle RAGWDT L
through closure andthe imposition of movement and trade restrictions. The second uprising

of 2000 was more tense and was followed by unilateral disengagement from the Israeli side

in 2005, where Israeli troops and settlers withdrew from the Gaza Strip (Alexander, 2007).

Despite this disengagement, Israel kept control o&ll movement of goods and individuals in

and out of the Gaza Strip through land, air and sea, which was seen by many international
governments and organisations as continuing occupation of the Gaza Strip (Human Rights

Watch, 2007; House of Commons, 2007).
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In 2006, Hamas won the Parliamentary elections and took control of the Gaza Strip in 2007
after factional fighting with Fateh* Many scholars have described this event as a breakdown
of the unity of Palestinians (Bocco, 2010). Hamas formed a government in Gaza that
denounced the Oslo agreement and the peace process, which has caused a tightening
blockade and international boycott of this government. Since 2007 in the Gaza Strip, the
PNA has hadde jure governing authority yet could not exercise de facto governance as
Hamas took control of power by force(Britannica, 2025) | developed the graph below
(Figure 3.1) to provide a chronological account highlighting the political stages in the Gaza

Strip from 123 up to 2007.

1994
1967 The
Second establishment
Arab-Israeli of PNA 2005
1923 war. Israeli according to Israeli
occupation Oslo disengagemen
British and agreement. PA tand
Mandate settlement takes control withdrawal of
in in the Gaza of the Gaza all settlements
Palestine Strip. Strip from Gaza
1948 1987 2000 2007
First Arab First The second Palestinian
Israeli War. uprising uprising starts factional fights
Establishmen after failure of and Hamas
t of Israel. the peace consosolidation
Egypt agreement of control of the
controls the Gaza Strip.

Gaza Strip
Figure3.1 Main Political Stages in the Gaza Strip

In the past two decades since Hamastook control of the Gaza Strip, the political situation

in Gaza has been very precarious. The Gaza Strip witnessed many major conflicts between
q6WAcTNt qgRURcUWNEHQRYUt kK WHWGRORaqcUqt WeUT Waqb6 U
included the 2008 Gaza warthe 2011 conflict, the 2014 war, and the escalation in 2021

22 0WqYWaqsIWYUNYRUNDWHYUNGRHAqt AWt ROHJW=MMMWe UT W

4 Formally the Palestinian National Liberation Movement. It is a Palestinian nationalist and social democratic
political party. It is the largest faction of the confederated multiparty Palestine LiberationOrganisation.
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to the perimeter fence with Israe] referred to as the Access Restricted Area (ARARs been

inaccessible. This has limited access to farmlands within 300 metresf the perimeter fence

that separates the Gaza Strip from Israe(OCHA, 2013) The ARA zone has extended,

t 61 RUft RUNDW@S WWe #HALE + Wa VY Wa6 1JWEYEIWEd T13'¢ WL 3G LRy 1Y LLLIPA\
from the fence and highrisk areas up to 1500 meters (OCHA, 2018Jhis has pushed people

and their dwellings towards the centre, the seashore towns, and the Gaza Strip refugee

camps, increasing the population density in these areas. In the frequent conflicts, the

refugee camps were considered relatively safer areas by Palestinians living in Gaza.
Compared to eastern parts and the towns of the Gaza Strip, camps are much denser and

provide refugees with a sense of intimacy and solidarity.

However, after the October 2023 war, the refugeeamps - particularly the large ones in
Jabalia and Rafah became direct targets and battle zones due to their demographic and
political weight in the Gaza Strip. Most of the infrastructure and houses built in these camps
during the past seven decadesvere destroyed. This has caused massive devastation to the
socio-spatial structures that existed before the October 2023 war and was termed by many
HYGGUWUOqcqVYl t Wet wWeWralinstapdd Yriz0P4via tha-DREIR fefdgee camp,
entire residential blocks such as 2 to 5 and neighbourhoods such as Alami, AlFalluja,
and AlHaouja were utterly annihilated (EMHRM, 2024) The acts and impacts of the
complete socio-spatial destruction of these camps and towns during and after the 2023 war
are beyond the scope of this thesis. However, as | suggest in the conclusion of this thesis, it
is essential to study and understand th& Hqt WY nlWmwe | ARART UwlWYnWE Ya It A
the built environment and their impact on the radical reshaping of the socigpatial

dynamics in the Gaza Strip in general and refugee camps in particulawutlined in this thesis.

5 According to Coward (2084 LUGIONb AWWN G I Wa Il & Wh e | AR AR ITISBoLREA WarGkdhlGY Ge 0 ¢
way of referring to widespread and deliberate destruction of the urban environment. Coined by writers on

urban development in America, urbicide captures the sense that this wiespread and deliberate destruction

YnWHz2 RGT RUNY WRY We W Rt qRUHqWN Y GWYNW2RYTIIUHI O LW
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Through the long history of conflict and since the inception of refugee camps in 1948,
humanitarian aid organisations have beenheavily present to provide relief support and
development efforts to the destitute and displaced populations.In the next section, |
provide a brief history of the humanitarian aid apparatus in the occupied Palestinian
territories (oPt), contextualising the aid provision in the Gaza Strip and the studied refugee
camps and highlighting the overall structure of aidperations, drawing particular focusto

the UNRWA.

OEz2G¢c URaRI RRUWq6 JWYAquWwe U7 Wags6 3wd Ai
International humanitarian action in the oPt started immediately after the Aratdsraeli war
of 1948, depicted asw 2 BVvakid in Arabi¢ or catastrophe, in Palestinian history. As
discussed above, asa result of this war, Israel seized about 80% of the historical Palestn
land, expelling around one million Palestinians as refugees to the neighbouring countries
and regions. Palestinian refugeesiave becomedispersed¢ #1 Yt + WAc¢ 013t qRUIJK + WU
countries, including Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan, as welsahe West Bank and the Gaza Strip
regions. In response to and recognition of the scale of the crisis, thenternational
community, through the United Nations (UN), initiated its response by commissioning
organisations such as thelCRC and AFSC to assist refugees. UN aid continued through
UNRWA, which was established in the 1950s (Cheal, 1988; Feldman, 2008jew years after
the exodus, when it became clearto the international community that there would be no
immediate resolution to the case of Palestinan refugees, the UN General Assembly (UNGA)
created the United Nations Relief andVorks Agency UNRWA to oversee and implement
relief and work programmes alleviaing the suffering of Palestinian refugees in the Middle

East region (Bocco, 2009; Ryseck & Johannsen, 2009).

Because humanitarian action in the oPt has been ongoing since 1948, Palestinians are
among the highest per capita recipients of external aid from thexternational community
(DeVoir & Tartir, 2009). However, this aid hd®enconditional and changed according to the
geopolitical events. For instance, the number of active international and regional

humanitarian agencies in the oPt has dramatically increased since the Oslo Agreement in
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1993 (DeVoir & Tartir, 2009). Humanitarian action in the oPt is coordinated by the UN Office

for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) through a nuanced and sophisticated
coordination system. In the following, | provide information summarised ¥ 0 LU§ 9 ¢ Kkt WY Aq
official website prior to the October 2023 war, illustrating the sophistication and technical

features of the system of humanitarian aid delivery and its links with various stakeholders.

[ RND2 | WWO= WRt Waeét BUWN I Y Gates thechundahitdidnicaaidnadidht R a 1J LW¢

structure in the oPt.

Humanitarian action in the oPt is led by the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT), covering the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and representing the official gathering of humanitarian
organisations working in the oPt. The HCT comprises both national and internaial actors
involved in providing humanitarian assistance and protection to Palestinians. The structure
comprises representatives from UN agencies, international nofgovernmental

organisations (INGOs), and national nofgovernmental organisation (NGO) netwiks.
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OPT HUMANITARIAN COORDINATION STRUCTURE

UN Country Team (UNCT)
UN Communications Group HCT Plus Donors
(UNCG)
HCT Advocacy and Communications
Working Group (AWG)
Humanitarian Access Working Group
(HAWG)
Project Management Team National Intercluster Coordination Group (NICCG)

(PMT) UNCT Deputies Group

i Gender in
National Cash o . Accountability to
Working Group PSEA Network ““('(';"I:"A‘)‘cl"‘ l‘(‘i"“" Affected People (AAP)
(CWG) . er:' ng Working Group

Gaza Response Coordination Structure West Bank Coordination Structure

15 August 2024

Figure3.2 Humanitarian Aid Structure in the oPt

Source: www.ochaopt.org
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The HCT is chaired by the Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator (RC/HC), who is typically
appointed by the United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator on behalf of the UN
Secretary-General, following consultations with the UN InterAgency Standing Committee
(IASC). OCHA supports the HC as the group's secretariat, while organisations such as MSF,

the Red Cross, and Red Crescent societies are granted active observer status.

At the field level, the HC, in consultation with the HCT, assigns a lead agency for each
humanitarian response sector. These field operations are coordinated through the Inter

Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG), whiclcomprises the leads of sectors and clusters in

each of the geographical areas othe oPt(West Bank and Gaza)and is chaired by OCHA.

This group meets on a monthly basis in Gaamnd in the West BankClusters themselves also

lead thematic coordination groups within their sector and specialitis. The participants in

these thematic groups are the primary national and international stakeholders who

specialise in specific areas of expertise.The thematicD| Ya Gk t s Y| dspectsyofta t+ 17+ LN
response formulation, including designing and implementing assessments, strategic

planning, devising technical standards, and contingency planning.

OaYaTHOO V3ciUDaot 6 Rnagt lOgqVYOl B2130YGa0q

UNRWA is integrated into the humanitarian system and is part of the HCT in the oPt. The
agency is the largest provider of humanitarian services and has the largest number of
humanitarian staff in the West Bank and the Gaza Strigmploying more than 14,500 staff
members (UNRWA, 2023b)During the 2023 Gaza war, the UNRWA played a significant
technical role in the humanitarian response coordination structure. The agency cted the

Logistics, Food Security, Protection, and Education clusters.

The UNRWAalso provides its activities to respond to the Palestinian protracted refugee
crisis across the Middle East. To address the needs associated with protracted
displacement, the agency has adopted developmental shiftsfocusing on the human
development aspects of the Palestinian refugeesThese developmental shifts within the

UNRWArequired that the agency pursue shifts in funding structures and aid delivery
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YT ¢cGRqRIt IOWNG 2t AWg6 WWHY2U0T ¢1 RIJY WHWqs 31U W6 1JLL
emergency appeal projects have been blurred, while emergency services and regular
programs target the same refugee population, utilising the same systems and assets
(UNRWA 2023b). Recognising the oscillation between the acute and the chronic crisis
caused by cycles of conflict and the experience of COVHN ® IWLRU Wq 6 IJW] ¢ A¢ WEql R
same core programme infrastructure, staff, systems, and installations are used as the

backbone for the life-saving relief efforts (UNRWA, 2023b).

HAEY!I T RUNDWqYWq8IWO Al &kt Ws WA RgUaWe!l Ye Ul WE OP L
with UNRWA, residing in the Middle East region and receiving its services. Among those
refugees, around onethird, which comprises 2 million, live inPY WO Ai &t Wl IERYNC
refugee camps in thec N 1J U fivk d&rdas of operation, including Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, the
Gaza Strip, and the West BaniNonetheless, Ryseck & Johannsen (2009) and Bocco (2009)
clarify that the number of refugees registered with UNRWA does not represent all Palestinian
refugees, and it is estimated thatwo-thirds of the ten million Palestinian population inside
and outside the oPt are refugees Those refugees who are not registered with UNRWA in the
five geographical areas of its field operations arestill entitled to receive services from
UNHCR (UNRWA, 2007; Bocco, 2009Figure 3.3 below provides some demographic

characteristics of the Palestinian refugees registered with the UNRWAs of June 2022.

& Palestine refugees are defined by the UNRWA in 1952 as any person and the descendarfithose persons
whose normal place of residence was Palestine during the period 1 June 1946 to 15 May 194i&d who lost
both home and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict
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Figure3.3 Demographic Characteristics of the UNRWA Registered Palestinian Refuge
in the Middle East.

Source: UNRWA Strategic Plan 2022028

~c¢cU! WYnWag6WWl Bne Nt Wl 3+ RT RUNWR U Whave suffere® 2 1JWE | 1.
from additional internal and external displacement experiences that worsened their already
devastated living conditions and security. These recurrent displacements resulted from

conflicts in the region, persecution by authorities, and demolitionof their housing units

(Khouri, 2010; Issa, 2019), which has rendered thenin many cases,|IDPs and refugees at

the same time. Such a complicated situation and the circumstance associated with the

Palestinian strugglehave created a unique case for Palestinian refugees. Dumper (2010)

highlights this fact and lists the following features that summarise the exceptionality of the

Acitilt qRURcUWI WneNWWHEY Wa Wbl Rb WR q FtherBtatd it Rt Wa 6
Israel; (ii) its longevity as a protracted refugesituation; (iii) the sheer numbers of refugees

in both absolute figures and as a proportion of the Palestinian population; (iv) the evolution

of relief structures outside UNHCR, namely, through UNRWA; (v) the legal complexity due

to the lack of a state toreturn to; and (vi) the reversal of the principle of nonefoulement 1
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Palestinian refugees may wish to return to their homeland but are prevented by Israel from
T YRUDW YwWe?e Gl AW=MNMAWGKP T Nb HOL

In the occupied Palestinian territories (oPt), namely the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
refugees have originated from the Mandate Palestine as a result of violence atite 1948
war and crossed the 1949 Armistice line that delineated Israel from the oPtABIL 2005).
They are registered with UNRWA and enjoy the same individual rights as frefugees.
Palestinians in the oPt are under the jurisdiction of Israel ake occupying power;however,
Israel is not recognising its responsibilities and not accepting thée jure humanitarian law
nor the rightof return of Palestinian refugees (BDIL, 2005). Thus, refugees in the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip will retain their status until they are able to choose whether to return to
their place of origin, take a nationaliy of a potential Palestinian state or resettle in a third

country (BADIL, 2005).

In the Gaza Strip, Palestinian refugeelsaveq 6 131 IJWh e URte WKk WH 6 e€dtatust q I Rt
and suffer from ongoing conflict with Israel and devastating socieeconomic conditions.
UNRWAprovides services to1.4 million refugees in the Gaza Strip. According to UNRWA

(2023), the agency emplog over 11,800 staff members in Gaza, the majoritgf whom are

from the refugee community.In 2023, there were278 UNRWA schools in Gaza that serde

Y21l W=oMAMMMUWYE gqel WUqt tOWf OWET T RaBR&dgshtyarm22Y | T RUDN
primary health care centres, 16 relief and social services offices, and 11 food distribution

centres that distributed food to almost one million refugees in the Gaza Strip. Table.1

below provides detailson® A1kt WY G1J | andapimibét of gtafftinRedchlof its areas

of operation.
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Source: UNRWA Strategic Plan 2022028

UNRWA and theUnited Nations Korean Reconstruction AgencyUNKRA are the two UN

agencies thatoperated outside the mandate of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR)UNKRA pritdary mandate was broader economic rehabilitation rather

than just long-term refugee management and it successfully completed its work and was

closed in 1960°. TheUNRWA, however, has continued to operate for oveeven decadesas

a direct service providerfor Palestinian refugees.Unlike the UNHCR, UNRWA is not a
protection-based organisation and is not mandated to provide durable solutions for

refugees, with its mandate being renewed by the UN General Assembly every three to five

years (Bocco, 2010; de Jong & Aced, 2014)hecurrent international conventions and laws

NY211 ORUNDWa6WWO c9Akt WsYI tWNeel ¢UqlUIWGEUNeTW R

7 https://media.un.org/photo/en/asset/oun7/oun7662296
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solutions for refugees worldwide,lJ # #IJGaqWn YI WAc¢ a1t qRUR¢ Ut W Wt RT R
YGUI ¢ qRYU't OWf qWRY We UWmwecUYGcecaVYet WRULt qRageqRYUC G |
Geneva Convention, which states that the convention is not applicable for persons at

present receiving asistance or protection from agencies of the UN other than the UNHCR

(CIPME, 2010, p) By definition, Article 1D applies to the Palestinian refugees living in the

O Al ktWel WeWYnWYGUI ¢qRYUt OWEeH6WecUWWFHIGRY
permanent situation of Palestinian refugees living in the Levant countries. As | discussed

earlRIJI AWaq6 WWI HGE! ¢ qRYUWYnWaé WWmt q¢c qlWYnWII+ &I
Palestinian refugees created the need to establishthe UNRWA to deal with the
consequences of this state. At the same time, the UNGA Resolution 194 (lll) of 1948

provided a strong vision for a durable political solution, based on the understanding that the

refugee crisis is temporary and that refugees would return to their homes in Israel or receive
compensation for the loss and damage to property for those not wieng to return.

Throughout the decades of displacement, the application of Resolution 194 became
increasingly remote andinadmissible by the Western powers. As a result, the UNRWA found

itself in a /bG ¢ | ¢ 1 HYsituRtigrg &erving Palestinian refugees for decades, with a
qUAaGGYl ¢l ' WaeUT cqWlagécqéc! WaqYWAIWI JUWs T W21
establishment (Bocco, 2010; CJPME, 2010)Nevertheless, through its relief and
development works, the UNRWA pushes the agenda of human development to promote the

protection of Palestinian refugees in its area of operations (UNRWA, 2007).

In the context of protracted displacement, humanitarian agencies have consistently faced

challenges and engaged in discussions onlinking development objectives with
humanitarian response actions. Mostresearch depicts the interlinks between the two,and

that all humanitarian actions and aid interventions have a development intent (Steret al.,

2008). Many humanitarian research groups and funding coalitionglefine humanitarian
caqRYUWet WRUqUWUT VT WY Wt ¢2P0WIR21IF AWcddN2Re qldLW
after man-made crises and disasters caused by natural hazards, as well as to prevent and

Fagl JOUNq6RU0WGI WGe!l 3T 0Pt WnY! Ws 6 IEBUThsHEdidbisR g 2 ¢ q R
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guided by the application of humanitarian principles including humanity, impartiality,

neutrality, and independence.

However, many argue that themphasis on development outcomes should be incorporated
and manifested in the work of humanitarian organisations respondintp protracted crises

in urban settings (DaduBrownet al., 2017). To operationalise such objectives, aid agencies
need to allow for shifts in thinking, working culture, speed of delivery and time span of their
projects and funding cycles. These shifts araecessary to deliver longeiterm solutions that
engage wider stakeholders locally, while also buildingesilience and enhancinggovernance
practices at the societal level (Otto & Weingéartner, 2013; Hinds, 2015; DaelBrown et al.,
2017).

Moving from a similar reality of protractedness and recognising the need to combine
humanitarian assistance with development interventions, the UNRWA focused its longer
term efforts on the human development of Palestinian refugees. Nonetheless, as | discsis
in detail in Chapter Seven attention to the spatial aspects of the camp spaces was not
systematically considered by UNRWA until the inception of its Infrastructure and Camp
Improvement Program (ICIP) in the past two decades, which had significant impéitons for

the socio-spatial situation in the camps. In its latest strategic plan for 20232028, UNRWA

adopts strategic priorities and operational response objectives that primarily focus on the
human development of refugees, recognising the need to link traditional humanitarian
response actions with the human development agendaUNRWA, 2028). The Agency
focuses on health and education as theprimary levers for the Palestinian refugee
community, in addition to services that provide social assistance and Vielihood support.

Figure3.4 illustrates the objectives of UNRWA and its strategic priorities.
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Palestine refugees achieve their human development potential
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Figure3.40 A1 b1t -BD280hjebtives and strategic priorities for the Palestinian Refugees in the Midd
East

Source: UNRWA Strategic Plan 2022028

Despite the UNRWAefforts and the sophisticated aid system in the oPRtpeople in the Gaza

Strip have suffered from severe deterioration of their living conditions in the past few

T T Ut W e WqYWaYUnGRAqH WeUOT Wft 1 ¢cPOOGRWGWCE 2l 134
more restrictions on the movement of goods and persons. Figes from OCHA (2020)

showed that around 1.5 million people,75% of the population in the Gaza Stripvas already

in need of humanitarian assistance. According to the World Bank (2023) report that was
published in September, just before the October 2023 war, unemployment rates in Gaza

Strip were rising, reaching 46.4 percent in the second quarter of 2023 as a result of
contracting economy that has been largely affected by the Israeli blockade, where

comparatively unemployment in the West Bank was 13.4 percent in the same period. In
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addition, PCBS (2019) reports that 57% of the families in the Gaza Stwgre using low

quality food andtended to buy the remnants from the market at the end of the day.

These deteriorated conditions highlight the increased critiqueof the humanitarian system

in Gaza which cannot achieve its desired longerterm outcomes due to the emergency
nature of the responses imposed by donors (Haysom & el Sarraj, 2012) and fimaitations
associated with the shortterm, apolitical nature of the humanitarian interventions
(Feldman, 2009). This has limited thdhumanitarian community's ability to deliver longer
term and more sustainable programs for protracted humanitarian crises througout the
decades of displacement. These efforts were also hindered, or as Feldman (28)largues
wmGa UHge ¢ qll wAWA! W6 WWFf+ 1 ¢ PDGRWGWEY a1 13t We UT Wa 6 1J
the massive, devastating wars of the years 2008, 2012, 2014, and the ongoing war of 2023
2025 that caused severe damage to houses and infrastructure. Thus, the comidns of
conflict, the failed peace process, and the frequent military escalations left the majority of
people in Gaza in dire need othe humanitarian assistance provided via the UNRWA and
other smaller humanitarian and UN agencies operating ithe urban, densely populated

precarious context of refugee camps.

ONSWNWHYUqUW+FqWYnwe!l HeOWI BneNPJWUWHE GG WRU
Scholars from various disciplinesand organisationshave depicted the Gaza Strip area as

dense and urban (Haysom & el Sarraj, 2012; UN, 2012; tH\bitat, 2014; Asfour & Zouraob,

2017; Muller & Tranchant, 2017; Saleh, 2020), particularly highlighting the density of refugee

camps as among the highest (Alexander, 2007; WHKlabitat, 2014; Asfour & Zoroub, 2017;

Rueff & Viaro, 2010). As | contend in Chapt@wo, temporary camp spaces in protracted
TRFGUIEHRHDAGWUqUWHYUT RaRY Ut -RX21HEHSD Al siRIStLIresII K 10 H T 1 W s
likewise the case inthe Gaz WE q| RGALWs 6 131 Wl IneNIIWWHEIGH WEC 2|
shelters, comprised of tents oronel YY O W6 Yet RUNWe URqt AWRUqY W+ Ge¢
refugee communities (Rueff & Viaro, 2010). Refugee camps in the Gaza Strip are consistently
described as ovecrowded, both within the housing units themselves and in their

neighbourhoods, compared to adjacent towns (AFSC, 2014; Rueff & Viaro, 2010; Bocco,
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2010). As ChapterSix discusses in detail, this overcrowding in refugee camps has led to
ecUnc¢c2VYel CHAGNWRAOGeHqt WYUWq6 WWHE G GH Kk WWIRUS6¢ HRqc¢ Ug
health clinics and other community facilities is associated with frustration, higher
unemployment rates, lack of privacy and safety, gendebased violence, poor infrastructure

and degradation of the surrounding environment (AFSC, 2014).

When the UNRW/Aestablished the refugee camps in the early 1950s, it rented public and
private lands near main cities and roads to build the camps, ensuring refugees had access
to goods and economic opportunities (Marx, 1992; Bocco, 2010; Rueff & Viaro, 2010).
Housing units inside these camps were initially tentswith sanitary facilities providedper
group of tents (Bocco, 2010; Rueff & Viaro, 2010). After thalyroughout the 1950s,UNRWA
allocated each refugee family a plot of land ranging in size from 862 to 100 m2 to build a
core unit, a room measuring 12 m?, with an attached sanitary uniiRueff & Viaro, 2010).
Small-sized families received one core unit, while largerfamilies with more than six
members received two core units. These units wereonstructed from cement and bricks,

with roofing made from eitherasbestos or corrugated tin (Marx, 1992; Rueff & Viaro, 2010).

Additional floors were not initially permittedin orderto mark the temporarynature of houses

in refugee camps. Thus, Palestinian refugees expanded their houses horizontally, occupying
pathways and utilising public spaces to accommodate theifamilies' normal growth and the
associated needs (Bocco, 2010; Rueff & Viaro, 2010). This horizontal expansion has
produced very narrow and sometimes closeeend alleys, which have simultaneously
altered the structure of public spaces and caused camps to suffer fromwercrowding and a
lack of public areas (Rueff & Viaro, 2010; AFSC, 2014). Eventuafigm the late 1960s,
refugeeshad no option but toadd extra floors to their shelters,creating multi-level houses
that accommodated generations of refugees and their extended families (Rueff & Viaro,

2010).

Legally, camp land and property were governed by different successive laws associated with

the political systems that governed the Gaza Strip since 1948. According to the Norwegian
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Eql RGwAWGa HI Rt 6 JT WRUW=MNPAWq6 It W q¢c NIt WRUFATG 2

p N6WWEN! GqgReUW TMRURLE!l ¢qRYUWbIN®MY
9 ¢ U Gexistence was formalised following the 1948 war. The authorities designated
specific state and private lands for refugee shelter. Administrative orders in the 1960s
specifically Order No. 24/196Q clearly outlined camp boundaries and parcel divisions.
Crucially, a 1964 decreeoffered private landowners within camp perimeters the option to
swap their property for vacant state land, with the stipulation that refusing the swap resulted

in a forfeiture of compensation rights.

p N6WWf+ 1 ¢claRW THRRIRbagl ¢cqRYUWBINGET
The stage was characterised bysecurity-driven urban restructuring. After the 1967
occupation, military orders facilitated the widening of camp roads to suppress resistance,
resulting in widespread home demolitions. This displacement created a new housing
paradigm and necessitated the development of resettlement projects, such as Sheikh
Radwan and Tal aSultan, which offereddisplaced refugees 99year leases on state land.
However, acquiring these new rights was conditional upon the refugees relinquishirtbeir

claims to their original camp shelters.

p NEUWWAcaWt qRURec Ul acARVtGIZUWAL 2 q6 Y]l Ra! WeINOD
The PNAhas adopted a policy of legal preservation and noimterference. Upon its
establishment, the PNA opted toretain pre-1967 laws. While theA kepidlative Council
attempted to unify laws between the West Bank and Gaza, it remained conspicuously silent
regarding camp land. Municipalities provided limited services, and legislation remained
stalled as part of astrategic direction, intended to preserve the camps' temporary political
status and protect theright to return. Consequently, the status quoof the camps remains

frozen in a complex legal limbo.
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The Gaza Strip has eight refugee campspread from north tosouth. The UNRWA is the

leading service providern the eight refugee camps in the Gaza Strip. Tabl&.2, on the next

page, summarises the characteristics of refugee camps in Gaza along with the services
Kt Ws JAt Rt 1O

Gl Y2RT JT We¢t W DGRAEQWT WY Oowd Ai

Table3.2 Refugee camps in the Gaza Strip

Camp Registered Primary
Location Population Schools Healthcare Other Services Other Information
Name . L
in 2023 Clinics
1 | Jabalia North Areat 113,990 16 School 2 inthe camp | 2 social services The camp has a
Camp Near to buildings and 1in the offices, 1 high density of
Jabalia Town accommodat | surrounding maintenance and | refugees with
ing 25 areas sanitation office, approximately.
schools and 1 food area of 1.4 KM
distribution centre
2 | Beach Gaza 85,628 14 School 1 Health 1 social services Many of the camp
Camp Governorate- building Centre office, 1 residents are
BE 6 ¢ q accommodat maintenance and | fishermen and
ing 25 sanitation office, were particularly
schools and 1 food affected by Israeli
distribution centre | measures of
limiting fishing
areas and attacks
against fishermen,
which resulted in
the loss of
livelihood and
casualties.
3 | Nuseirat | Middle area 80,194 15 School 2 Health 2 social services /
Camp buildings Centres office, 1
accommodat maintenance and
ing 25 sanitation office,
schools and 1 food
distribution centre
4 | Burigj Middle area 43,330 9 School 1 Health 1 social services /
Camp building Centre office, 1
accommodat maintenance and
ing 12 sanitation office,
schools and 1 food
distribution centre
5| Al Middle area 31,329 5 School 1 Health 1 social services The approximate
Maghazi buildings Centre office, 1 area of the camp is
Camp maintenance and | 0.6 KM
sanitation office,
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accommodat and 1 food

ing 8 schools distribution centre
shared with Deir al
Balah refugee
camp

6 | Deir Al Middle area 25,569 8 School 1 Health 1 social services x Rt UlWagé6 13U
Balah buildings Centre office, 1 9¢ U GHALWIC
Camp accommodat maintenance and | the camp

ing 13 sanitation office, residents are
schools in and 1 food fishermen and
total distribution centre | were particularly
shared with Al affected by Israeli
Maghazi refugee measures against
camp fishermen which
resulted loss of
livelihood and
casualties.

7 | Khan Khan Younis | 87,816 16 school 3 Health 2 social services The camp lies
Younis Governorate buildings Centres offices, 1 north of Rafah city
Camp accommodat maintenance and | and is just near

ing 19 sanitation office, Khan Younis city, a
schools and 2 food major commercial
distribution centre | centre.

8 | Rafah Rafah Camp | 125,304 11 School 2 Health 2 social services

buildings Centres offices, 1
accommodat maintenance and
ing 15 sanitation office,
schools and 2 food
distribution centre

Totals 593,160 94 buildings | 13 Health 12 Social Services

accommodat | Centres Offices

ing 142

schools 8 Maintenance
and Sanitation
9 Food
Distribution
Centres

As highlighted in the introduction, | focus on studying twof these camps, Jabalia and Deir

Al Balah, drawing comparisons between a large and a small camp in the Gaza Strip to

capture different socio-spatial dynamics of evolution. The two camps, like other camps in

the Gaza Strip, share many historical and social homogen@s, but, at the same time, have

developed or grown differently. | have selected these camps to understand the socgpatial
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differences that have led to their distinct evolution. The following subsections provide
information that summarises the camp profile. There is a scarcity of Englislanguage
published information about these camps, except for the few available on the UNRWk t Ll
website.® However, | used information from Arabic-language resources, along with
RUnYl GecqRYUWNI YO Wqté buildGhe Aollowikgt cirgp Igraifilek? bjpibgide a
more detailed analysis that highlights thgustification behind the selection of the two camps

in the Methodology chapter Chapter Four.

opn ®N D I1JHOs ¢ 0 REEIED

The Jabalia refugee camp is one of the largest refugee camps in the Gaza S$Strgih in terms

of area and population size. Theamp's area is approximatelyl.4 square kilometres. The
UNRWA websitaeported that the population of registered refugees in the Jabalia camp was
approximately 120,000 inhabitants as oR023. However, some argue that this figure did not
only include the camp but also expanded to include the refuge@habited areas
tell Ya2UT RUNDW@S6WWHECIGAWGRY JWq6 1) ULhikdsRTNEI20E76 R¢ WA |
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) census reported that around 49,000
refugees lived in the original area of the Jabalia refugee camip.is considered one of the
most densely populated areas in theoPt, and it is one of the largest Palestinian refugee
settlements in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. The camp is located in the North
governorate of the Gaza Strip, aboutree kilometres to the north of Jabalia town, which the
camp was named after. It is the closest refugee camp to the Israeli borders and the Erez
crossing point between Gaza and Israein the northern part of the Gaza Strip. The camp is
also located a few kilometres to the north of the main city of Gaza and on the transport route
between the northern towns of Beit Lahia and Beit Hanoumnd Gaza City. According to the
O A1 k1t lWbédidds Refhtifitiks mentioned in the above tablethe UNRWA runne

public library and seven water wells.

8 https://www.unrwa.org/
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Refugees have existed in the areas of Jabalia and its surrounding towns since 1948.
However, multiple sources confirm that the camp was officiallyestablished in 1954 (Saleh,
2020). The size of the refugee population in the Jabalia camp has been dynamic and has
been primarily affected by the conflicts and geopolitical events that have imposedertain
measures and security situations. In general, angbrior to the October 2023 war, there was
an increase in the population size within the camp, except for thperiod associated with the
1967 war, when displacement resulted ina decrease in the number of camp residents.
Based on websites published inthe Arabic language like the Encyclopaedia of Palestinian
Camps (2025) the refugees who resided in the Jabalia refugee camp have been diverse and
varied. People in the camp occupied different professions, including farmers, occasional
labourers, merchants, craftsmen, doctors, lawyers, engineers etc. The refugees in the
camp came from a variety of villages and towns Those included agricultural villages near

the Gaza Strip borders as well as larger towns and cities such asMhjdal and Jaffa.

Civil society in the Jabalia refugee camp has been very active. The camp has more than
twenty Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) that implement and host various activities
benefiting the different categories of the refugee community. These include women's
activities centres, youth centres, academic training centres, rehabilitation services for
persons with disabilities, and relief and economic support projects implemented by the
Palestinian NGOs. The camp also has two cultural centres and a sports clubormanyyears
since its formation, the extremely high population density, overcrowding, and deterioration
of the living space have been impacting the living conditions in the camp. Many families in
the camp live in substandard houses, and the camp generally lackepen recreational
spaces. | highlight these problems and the socieeconomic specificity associated with the

camp environment in the empirical chapters.

O OB JI0? WRI Hnie HBIWEY 6 1O
The Deir Al Balah refugee camp is the smallest refugee camp in the Gaza Stitipas an area
of 0.17square kilometres. Itis located at the seashore of the Mediterranean Segust to the

northwest of the city of Deir Al Balah. The refugees in the Deir Al Balah camp settled there in
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1948 and lived in tents until the UNRWA replaced these tents with mdafick shelters during
the early 1950s. Before October 2023, according to the UNRWA, around 28,000 registered

Palestinian refugees lived in the Deir Al Balah camp.

The majority of refugees who came to the Deir Al Balah camp were from the surrounding
areas of the Gaza District and the southern villages. They were mostly farmers and Bedouin
communities, with a few coming from northern cities like Jaffa and Lydd&ncyclopaedia of
Palestinian Camps, 2025).Many residents of the camp relied on fishing for their livelihoods.
Some also worked in farming or as public servants. Unemployment rates are high, similar to
other camps in Gaza. However, the livelihoods of fishermen in the camp were particularly
affected by the Israeliimposed measures that restricted the fishing zones to less than 15
nautical miles. These measures have reduced the fish catch and led to deteriorated

economic conditions for these families.

Overcrowding is also a major concern in the Deir Al Balah refugee camp. Refugees' houses
are very close to each other, ands a result,refugees have expanded their shelters, which
limits the width of the streets. Recreational spaces are scarce, and most of theefugeeslive

in substandard housing conditions. In recent years, the UNRWRAas sought to radically
change the urban situation of the Deir Al Balah camp by piloting itlsnovative Infrastructure
and Camp Improvement (ICIP) program withithe camp. In collaboration with various
stakeholders and refugees, the UNRWA developed a Camp Improvement Plan that was
under implementation prior tothe October 2023 war. The plan includes demolishing houses
and buildings, providing empty spaces for recreation, and widening the streets. In late 2020,
the Deir Al Balah Municipality signed a draft agreement with UNRWA to start the projegth
funding from the German government. | provide more details about the ICIP in Chapter

Seven

opdNONBHA G U YA IHIdHNR mIWE IORUKG 6 1JK0] ¢ A¢ IOEql RG
Available figures show that around 48.1% of Palestinian refugees in the Gaza Strip live inside

refugee camps (UNRWA, 2023) Refugees inside and outside the camps are part of the
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isolated and contained 2.1 million people in the Gaza Strip, suffering from blockades, cycles

of conflict, and a devastated economy. However, camps are characterised by higher rates

of unemployment, a shortage of housing, a lack of living space and recreational places and

higher levels of overcrowding (AFSC, 2014; Badawet al., 2016). The refugee camps have

been the focus of humanitarian services, mainly through UNRWA/et these Palestinian

camps have also been evolving as urban spaces since their establisnent, to
CHHEYAAGYT cqlWl Une NIt k WdndMiarot 2016; AFSQ 2014). 1AsRulffl A 2 131 n
and Viaro (2010 p.340 Wt 2 DRIt qA W6 Wt WWHe G Gt Wi W2 1J3aYGUIT Wwnl v
H! WGl Y2RT RUNDW GeHWWnY!I WRUqWI ¢HqRYUWHW s 330 WmsE

These habitats mirrored the social organisation of relatives andeighbours that existed prior

to the exile and have been expanding beyond the camp space as refugees produced their

wi R2 T WGIVER thhbrhost k@fugee camps are locatedn proximity totheir host cities,

their expansion has led to them mergingvith these cities. Almost three decades ago, Marx

(1992) argued that refugee camps in Gaza have become integral parts of the main cities with

Gl YORUWUqUWORUtt WaqYWag6WRI Wel HEUWUWRNGEAY 21 6 YVYI
activities. At that time, Marx (1992, p.282j)lescribed the integration of refugee camps into

q6 WIHEYUYGOG! WA! W WGRHqRUDN WeAGIEH 13 LWFOAIRAEH 6 LHEY e LW /@Y 1Y H @
q6c¢cqWGUl RYT A6 JWGYGe ¢ qRYUWRUW] ¢Ackt W PBnea NI
services provided by UNRWA, dnli/wd YT It qWGI Yt GUI Rq! wlWYnWéYet J6
1992, p.282). Despite these promising changes that were happening before the first uprising

of 1987, Marx (1992) noticed two main features ithe refugee H ¢ 0 Gdituation that

continued and prevailed. In that, dwellers of the camps always considered themselves

refugees, and all actorscontinued to consider these spaces as refugee camps, regardless

of their evolution. Map 34 on the next page shows the refugee camps in Gaza and their

spatial proximity to the builtup areas of different towns and cities.

Throughout their recent history, refugee camps have witnessed numerous attempts to
reform their structure and introduce some formof urban planning and development. Most

of these attempts that were carried out by Israeli authorities, especially in the Gaza Strip and
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West Bank, were contested and seen by refugees as an attempt to remove symbols of
Palestinian exile. Particularly since the occupation of the Gaza Strip after the 1967 war, the
dense, overcrowded refugee camps gradually turned into a stronghold for the Raltinian
resistance (Dahlan, 1990; AbreekZubiedat & NitzanrShiftan, 2018). As a result, the Israeli
Army adopted a plan to demolish refugee houses in the large refugee camps, including
Jabalia, in order to build security patrol roads, break the density ttie refugee camps, divide
them into more manageable neighbourhoods, and thin out the congested population
through re-settling them in the adjacent areas (Dahlan, 1990; AbreeKubiedat & Nitzan
Shiftan, 2018).

107



GAZA STRIP

I:I Built-up area
! Refugee Camp

©®  Crossing Point

Kilometres

0 2 4 8

(inoperable
since Ja

B;;:lit
Lahia
v

(=) Erez

eit

S&}i’ Hanoun

(closed since 2010)

(closed since 2011)

ISRAEL

(closed in Aug 2005)

ISRAEL

JORDAN

EGYPT

Map 3.4 The Gaza Strip highlighting the builip areas and refugee camps. Jabalia and Deir Al Bal

are circled for illustration.

Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gaza_Strip_map2.svg
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Frequently, Israeli policies focused on finding ways to resettle refugees and end their cause
permanently. Dahlan (1990) describedthe f + | ¢ JOGRW ¢c2q6 Yl RqRIt kK W GY
BUGcURDGUUqWe UT W WnenNWUt kW 3t Wagaqddadu0aqllet We WG
houses. For the purpose of resettling refugees, the Israeli government also established eight

housing projects in the Gaza Sip to house refugees from the camps (Dahlan, 1990). As

these houses were also inadequate, refugees rebuilt and expandettém to accommodate

their extended families (Dahlan, 1990)This can be understood as practice ofthe spillover

of refugee camps where the refugee population were replicating and practising their
refugeeness outside the camp boundaries. In 1972, the Israeli civil administration designed

a plan for the future of the Gaza Strip that envisioned the relocation of the refugee camps

residents into new housing units in the adjacent cities, vth the government providng

subsidies, while at the same time, the plan prohibited any construction in the refugee camps
(Abreek-Zubiedat & NitzanShiftan, 2018).

As a result of this prevailing perception, refugees themselves in Gaza were reluctant to be
part of the Israeli resettlement program at that time. In addition,UNRWA provided
renovation and housing reconstruction programmes for refugee camps, which were also
debated for a long time, raising questions abouthe political intentions behind them.
However,there is a new emerging attitude, as | show in Chapt&even among refugees to
accept plans for urban improvement of their camps without undermining their right to return

(Misselwitz & Hanafi, 2010).

Some refugees were resettled in these housing projects, and new neighbourhoods near the

camps emerged. Refugees who left the camps had to destroy their houses, and their vacant

slots were used by their former neighbours to expand the housing units or buigiditional

ones (AbreekZubiedat & NitzanE 6 Rn qq¢ UALW=MNY b FOWN 6 W WGE ¢ Ut WY n Wi F
did not succeed, andwere challenged by refugees, the Arab countries, and the UNRWA, with

only a few projects being implemented (AbreelZubiedat & Nitzan-Shiftan, 2018).
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The attempts to empty the refugee camps and to end the Palestinian refugee cause have

been ongoing since their establishment postNakba in 1948. Through frequent conflicts,

Israel has enacted infrastructural violence against the relative normaity the Palestinian

refugees have built in theirrefugee spaces and the Gaza Strip in general. This has

| JGI YT e®# W] Waqd WMWYt ARGGecqRYUWHNDqs JIUWa6 Wm6ea e |
HY UT R @ffedtithHite lEocio-spatial dynamics by assembling and re-assembling their

structures, as | discuss throughout the empiricalchapters of this thesis. This cycle of

violence and destruction culminated in the October 2023 war, which is still ongoing while |

am writing this thesis and so far has caused radical, dvastating socio-spatial impacts on

the refugee camps and the overall situation in the Gaza Strip. Many refer to this current

t RgecqRYUWet WeUWeHqWYNWme !l ARART UwiOW + W6 JWs ¢ |
research and resources that analge and discuss the urban impact of this war on the Gaza

Strip, particularly the refugee camps. Such research is deemed very important to help
understand the socio-spatial impacts of the warand inform potential future reconstruction,

especially in the mostdevastated refugee camps like Jabalia.

The Jabalia refugee camp has particularly seen massive destruction and devastation.
According to the analysis done by th&uro-Med Human Rights Monitor, which is a human
rights organisation based in Geneva, the Israeli forces enacted a total annihilation of some
Palestinian towns and refugee camps during the 2022025 war (EMHRM, 2024) For
example, in the Jabalia refugee camp, thEMHRM (2024)eports massive destruction of
public amenities like hospitals and schools, most of the homes, electricity network, water
and sewer networks, and all civilian economic facilities. Many pictures that show the scale
of destruction have been published on social media and mainstream media outlet®?hoto

3.1 shows the Jabalia refugee camp; it is estimated thave been taken in January 2025.
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Photo 3.1 Palestinians walk through the remnants of the destroyed Jabalia refugee camp in the Gaz
Strip in January 2025

Source: UNRWAPublished Article®

Graham-Harrison (2025) in theGuardian article also revealed that the destruction had
levelled whole neighbourhoods and left them in rubble, with nine in ten homes having been
either destroyed or damaged in the Gaza Strip. The same report also states that all the tree
cover has been razed, agricultural lad has been heavily damaged, and contamination is
reaching large portions of the soil and waterwith longer-term impacts expected on the

ecosystem and public health.

® https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/features/returning -jabalia-%E2%80%93testimony-hussein-unrwa-
team-member
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In parallel to this destruction, the Israeli government has waged a war on UNRWA, claiming
qé6cqllgdWe NPIUHR! Wé¢t WARHY G WS Wl | YI Rt qwy!l ne O
passed legislation banning the UNRWA from operating in Israel and the oPt. The
international community has condemned this move, with many governments, including

i3t qul OwrYzUql Rt AWl WennRI GRUNWq6IRI W 2 GGY I q W
a blogat the London School of Economics (LSE), that assesses the legal conseznces of

the banon UNRWAon the lives of the Palestinian refugees, arguing that implementing such

a ban would violatelnternational Lawand particularly Article 55 of the Geneva Conventions,

which necessitates the responsibility of the occupying power to guarantee food and medical

supplies for the occupied population. Thus, banning the largest humanitarian aid provider

for Palestinian refugees marks a stark violation ofnternational Lawand represents a risky

precedent for future occupation powers to dery such anobligation in favour of political

gains and interests (Bashar, 2025).

Furthermore, in a policy brief, Jensehaugeat al. (2025) affirm that the effects of such a ban

are challenging to anticipate and will2 ¢ | | W¢ HI Y+ t+ WO fiklds ok dpathtioRn n 131 13U
However, for the Gaza Strip, theimmediate impact will include the withdrawal of
international staff, the inability to pursue deconfliction for humanitarian sites (marking them

as neutral humanitarian locations) and the banning of all imports labelled for the agency.

As the UNRWA is the backbone of the humanitarisapparatus in Gaza, banning the UNRWA

means that the logistical support for most of the humanitarian operations will be lost
(Jensehaugeret al., 2025). It is believed that the Israeli strategy to dismantle the UNRWA

could materialise. Despite the illegality attached to this action, other humanitarian agencies

will be obliged to increase their tasks to fulfil their humanitarian obligation, especially if

generous budgets are made available for such a purpose. Jensehaugenal. (2025) affirm

that there has been a lot of pressure on agencies such as the World Food Programme (WFP)

and the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) from the United States to prepare

q6 130t G213t WaVYWaet JWY2131 WGE | q lW¥emlimpadsbiendhg &t WY
O Al ktWwWsYltwoécz20W I ¢l PG! WHIJIOWT Rt At + 137 OW c
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consequences on the education and healthcare sectors will be massive. Without the
UNRWA, it would take years, huge funding, and extraordinary efforts to restore the
functionality of these devastated sectors (Jensehaugent al., 2025).

o YU#HG2t RYU

This chapter has provided the context for the studyfhe first sectionoutlined the geopolitical
history of the Gaza Stri@mnd discussed how major political events have impacted the socie
spatial landscape in the Gaza refugee camps The second section providd the structure
and brief history of humanitarian aid in the oPt with a focus on the Gaza Stripptbvided an
overview of the operational structures of UNRWA, highlighting thetalJ U ! kKt WGl Y n R I
section also briefly discussed the humanitarian-development link and how the UNRWA
sought to achieve development outcomes through its operations, focusing on healthcare
and education as developmental interventions along with the humanitarian response.
Finally, the section briefly presented criticism of humanitarian action in the Gaza Strip,
where the socio-economic indicators have been deteriorating despite the humanitarian
efforts. In this thesis, | further build on and discuss this gtique, drawing out the socio

spatial impacts of the prolonged provision of humanitarian aid.

Denoting the urban character of the Gaza Strip area, the third sectiggresented essential
demographic and geographical information about the refugee camps in Gaza, with a focus

on the two studied camps:Jabalia and Deir Al Balah. In doing so, the information on the two

camps provides insight into how they share similar contexts and differin geography and

social structures, which informs the analysis in the empirical chapters. Finally, the section

discussed the expansion of the refugee camp community to suounding areas via various

attempts to liquidate the camps and reduce their density for political purposes. These
cCaqaqlaGat Ws I YWl WTUHEQUIT We UT Wl Jeaqll We WmwaqcHYY
camps, as | discussfurther in Chapter Six showing how the political dynamics have an

everlasting impact on the sociespatial evolution of the camp

The final section of this chapter briefly depicéd the Israeli attempts to destroy the

Palestinian refugee camps and the UNRWA, particularly in the last war of 2023 in order to
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end the Palestinian refugee cause, highlighting the importance of further research that aims
at understanding the sociospatial impacts of the 20232025 war on Gaza and the

consequences for refugee camp spaces that could result from banning the UNRWA.

The context provided in thichapter serves as the background for the discussions that follow
in the empirical chapters. It highlighed the role and scale of humanitarian aid, particularly
the UNRWA, in refugee campsand itcontextualised the interactions between aid agencies
and the socio-spatial dynamics that | discuss later in this thesis.The next chapter will
discuss the research methodology, drawing on the theoretical framework andesearch
philosophy provided in Chapter Two. It will provide the rationale and details of the research

methods used in this study.
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4.CHAPTERFOUR RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
NMIql YT eHqRYU

This research aimsto understand the evolution process of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip
and the relationship between this process and the prolonged provision of humanitarian aid
interventions, underscoring the reciprocal interactions between various sociespatial
dynamics and their impacts on the evolution process It draws particular attention to the
role of humanitarian aid unpackingthe formation of the socio-spatial structures and their
causal mechanisms via employing a combination ofassemblage thinking and critical

realism ontologies.

Thischapter presents the research design, methodology, and methods used in thibesis.

It builds on theabove research aim, questions,¢ Ul Waq 6 JWGI J2RYet WHGEEC Galdl |
selecting cases to rationalise the adoption of specific methods The chapter is divided into

four main sections. The first section builds on what | have discussed in Chaptdiwo. Itis

informed by theresearch philosophyand concepts discussed in ChapterTwo, specifically

critical realism research philosophy andassemblage thinking, to explain and underpin the
methodological approach for this thesis. The section builds the ontological and
epistemological stances for the research to present methodologicalmplications for these

combined philosophical underpinnings.

The second sectionrevisits the research questions initially outlined in Chapter One
providing details on the case study approach and the selection of the Gaza Strip as a case
study and the two refugee camps as sulzases. It builds on the contextualisation offered in
Chapter Threeto outline how and why | conducted this research in this particular context.
The third section provides details of the research methods and explains how and why | used
these particular qualitative methods to answer the questions and fulfil the aim. It then
provides accounts of the different research and data cltection methods | used, the data
collection process and thematic analysis. Thefinal section of this chapter offers insights

and reflections on my positionality and experience as a researcher, discussing how my
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insider/outsider positions were envisioned and negotiated, and reflecting on the challenges

| encounteredduring this research journey.

MIONG RO Y YAI6 REE & MR 210 [ILEYTinSidoayld LY 6 Y N !

As detailed in Chapter Two, thigesearch employsthe ontologies of assemblage thinking
along the overarching critical realism (Rutzou & Eldévass, 2019) to capture the oscillations
between formation and causation, fluidity and stability, under the changing phases of the
m6a2aG¢cURqgcecl ReUW RagececqRYUwWe UT Waq6 UWBGeanéatiRac |l Re¢
assemblage thinking ontologysupports the construction of knowledge that includes both
the arrangement of things and their agency (Kamalipour & Peimani, 2015). Assemblage
thinking aims to understand the active role othe material in shaping daily experience and
survival, where material functions as processes in work rather than as passive objects
(McFarlane, 2011)Thus, based on the understanding of thassemblageontological stance,

| investigated the formation of the sociespatial structures in the changing environment of
the camps. This helpsbring together subjects and objects, as well as temporariness and
permanence (Abourahme, 2015). Through this understanding, linvestigate historical
accounts to unpack the temporalities and processesthat produced practices and habits
(McFarlane, 2011)Furthermore, assemblage thinking can be argued to complement critical
theories to help grasp the complexity, multiplicity and contingency of processes

(McFarlane, 2011)

On the other hand, adopting the critical realism paradigm allowsme to unpack the

causations and relations between structures, which is instrumental to achieving the aims of
this research. Through critical realism, | recognise that our reality is structured and
stratified. However, as critical realism is a philosophical stance, itloes notreveal the actual

structures that the world is composed of, which is a matter of substantive scientific
investigation (BuchHansen & Nielsen, 2020). To unpack these structures, critical realism
advocates for a pluralistic approach, highlighting the variety of structures and mechanisms
that exist within the inner domains of reality (BuchHansen & Nielsen, 2020). This means

that | need to answer questions of causation what causes X to happenwhy it is happening,
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and how - while recognising that my knowledge of reality is conceptually mediated and
theory-laden (Danemark et al., 2002; BuchHansen & Nielsen, 2020). In other words,
knowledge is not produced in a vacuum, as empirical studies and theorieelated to the
studied phenomena should serve aghe background for future research (BuckHansen &

Nielsen, 2020).

This stance adopts retroductive reasoning, which is built on an inverted relationship

Hlgs DOBUWqs IWEYURGet RYUWE UT WGI WG R 13t towf OWY qé 131
manifest phenomenon or outcome of interest as a starting point (the conclusion) and then
considering what mechansms must in all likelihood exist for the phenomenon/outcome to

HIUW s 6¢aqll RalW Rt W bl aidakseh G Nielséht 2020,b i6R). bilhus, H Gutilised
discussions from the literature, along with my understanding of refugee camps, which |

acquired through exposure to research theories and humanitarian work, to formulate an

initial understanding of these spaces as | summarise in the two propositions in Chapter

Two. f UWaq6 Rt Wa UOT W1+ q¢ UT RUN Sillietd IDaIHE & it alic Y #IRLFRE GRLG +C
humanitarian management and sociespatial dynamics have a mutual influence Then, |

tested and investigated these premises by designing the questions and instruments for
conducting the research, aiming to contributeto the understanding of the reality of refugee

camps.

This research innovatively combinecritical realism philosophy and assemblage thinking to
understand the complex heterogeneity of phenomena. It does not place particular
emphasis only on specific aspects such as agents, structures, relations, and processes,
and instead acknowledges the compexity of reality (Rutzou & EldefVass, 2019). Thus,
achieving a balance in perceiving and understanding the world requires processnd object-
focused ontologies (Rutzou & Eldeiass, 2019). As Rutzou and Elderass (2019) argue,
explanatory work needs an ontological frarework that helps understand the phenomena
produced via interactions between the relatively stable objectsand the more unstable,
transient and in-the-makingobjects. This stable-fluid perception of reality is instrumental to

empirically studying refugee campsn protracted displacement. It allows for the addition of
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spatial dimensions via assemblage thinking that captures materiality and simultaneously
offers an avenue to investigate the sociespatial processes and objects of the protracted

refugee camp space, which are characterised by periods of fluidity and times of relative
stability. Employing these lenses, | aim to understand and unpack the oscillation of

dynamics between formation and causation in the studied spaces.

Methodologically, | used tools that help understand the origins of structures formed during
highinstability, and how theyrelatively stabilise and enact their causal powers or, as Rutzou

& ElderVass (2019, p. 420) frame itp 5 W Y Waq 6 RUNY WHY G I Wa Y WH1J Wa 6 1J Ws
HcUWaq6RUNt Wécec2WWHe2t ciWRUNTG2WDURDewl + Wl Wneanid
highly precarious contexts, there is a continuous oscillation between formation and

causation, a movement back and forth between the two questionsthat happens through

times of acute emergencies and relative stabilities. Thus, studying the camps
methodologically entails trying to unfold how specific sociespatial structures came to be,

their influence, and how the tension between these structures produces andeproduces

new formations and causal mechanisms.

| used various qualitative methods to unpack the studied phenomenagomparing the two
studied camp spaces. Including two camp spaces in the study aims to highlight the different
GUAS6cURY Gt Wa6c¢c qWHRYUq! RHAez q DHe lsetpdtith IHE tie b Bamp Gk + L1
cases and the comparison of the results of the study of these camps in Gaza with the
literature's conceptualisation of camps represents a generative comparative methodology
(Robinson, 2015) The generative comparison is noa strictly scientific comparison, but it
relies on the purposive selection of the cases based on shared features to revise and
stimulate concept invention (Robinson, 2015)Robinson (2015) proposes redefining urban
comparison through acase-study approach,comparing with other cases, broader contexts,
and existing theories to better interpret local outcomes and develop flexible, global urban
concepts. In this generative comparison, the researcher uses the variations within common
features to spark new theoretical insights and contribute to diverse global academic

conversations. This approach to comparative methodology contributes to coraidating
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understanding of intersectional ideas and to the applicability and expansion of these

concepts (Robinson, 2015).

Thus, the comparison between the two camps in this study helps build connections
Hlgqs DUO0Wg6 13t ywHEet Ut WeUT W6 W3¢l GRIJI WHYUHWDGqz ¢ i
¢ UT L& R Ridgwhiahlsuch outcomes emerged from interconnected related processes
in the studied context. E2 #6 W¢c UW¢ GGl Y¢c HGE WRUt Rt gt WYUWmgcet RUT
YnWGUYGHUWs YI t RUNDWRUOUWI Rnnl WOqWGH ¢ At wllg Y WRUN
new theorisation based on the findings from the studied cases (Robios, 2015, p. 21). This
thesis utilises this methodological approach to generate a new theoretical insight It
explains and comparesthe socio-spatial dynamics in the two studied camps,unfolds
similarities and differences, and builds on previous scholarly output produced by
researchers who studied refugee camps in protracted displacement to introducethe

theoretical B Y UH D Gaq WY n Waqdé IWmt q¢c qP WY nWGE! ¢T Y+ wioWw

| employed diversedata collection methods to understand the formation of sociespatial
structures, considering both material and nonmaterial aspects, acknowledging
uncertainties and their impacts, and critically engaging with theories associated with the
studied camps using retroductive reasoningto produce a less fallible understanding of the
phenomena. For example, employed documentary analysis to understand various aspects
of the formationin Jabalia and Deir Al Balah studied campsncluding how the camps came
to be, how humanitarian aid, particularly that ofthe UNRWA, was introduced, and what
historical geopolitical changes have shaped and reshaped the formation of these socio
t GcqRecaWett DaGHGeNnWt oW?2YHz2GWUqel ! WeUca! + RY We Gt
their potential interactions.

Through documentary analysis, formulated the initial outcomes and understanding of the
refugee camp spaces | reviewed reports and documents that discusshe built environment,
how it was historically formed and constructed, by whom and under what conditions, what
currently characterises it, and how it impacts the lives of refugees in the studied camps. The

initial data collection and pre-existing theories from the literature helped me formulate
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assumptions and propositions about the refugee camps, which | used to conduct further
RU21IJt qRN¢ qRYUWe OT W It Wel A6AWeT YGqRUNWHAEI RaRHCE

In addition, | used field observation of the built environment to capture a snapshot of the
current scenery, the functionality and aesthetics of the camp space, and thestudied
environment at the empirical level. Through field observation visits to the studied camps, |
walked across their streets and alleys to observe the typology of the shelters, the UNRWA
services centres, the economic activities and markets, physical infrastructure like roads,
connectivity with adjacent non-camp areas, and daily interactons between refugees in the
studied space. | observed the similarities and differences across different camp areas,

between the two studied camps and between the camps and ncgamp areas.

These methods were instrumental in informing interview questions. For instance, | noticed
increased economic activities and trade around the UNRWA services centres, and | read
about how UNRWA constructed these facilities and what services they provide, wih led
me to ask questionsin the interviewsabout the impact of UNRWA facilities and services on

the economy and the emergence of markets in a particular area of the camp.

Furthermore, by employing critical rlJ ¢ T R fcanéeptullisation of social structures,
particularly Elder-Vass's (2010) work,| recognised that particular research participants act
according to their normative social institutions and norm circles, as discussed in Chapter
Two. Considering this structuration, | also acknowledge that collective social structures,
like norm circles, normative social institutions, and organisations, have emergent
properties/causal mechanisms that reciprocally interact with individual behaviours and
thus influence the individuak understanding of the environment they live in (EldeYass,
2010). This helped me understand the intersectional identities formed by the socispatial
dynamics of the studied refugee camps. Thus, research participants were identified and
recruited according to their belonging to normative social institutionswithout overlooking
that they could be part of other norm circles. For example, when interviewing Refugee
Popular Committee members, | recognised that they act on behalf of the committee and, at

the same time, still hold the identity and character of a refugee. This is also similar to the
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case of UNRWA staff, who represent the UNRWA as an organisation and act on behalf of that
structure; however, they still recognise themselves as refugees, and both of these

structures influence their perceptions and knowledge.

Being aware of these intersections, | employed multiple diverse sets of questions in the
interviews, trying to probe knowledge and perceptions that represent different social
structures. Based on that, | categorised the design of the senstructured interview
guestions (Annexe A) into three main categories or levels of inquiry, reflecting my
understanding of the social and organisational compositions. These are the community
level, which involves refugees, grassroots organisations, and refugee committeeshe
national level, which involves national NGOs and municipalities; and thenternational level,
which enquires about the work of INGOs and the UNRWA. On many occasions, the
interviewees belonged to various structures, so | tended to ask questions from different

levels of inquiry.

Through sucha combined philosophical underpinning, | built an initial understandingof the
causes and relations between the built environment, social structures, humanitarian
management, and their impact on the evolution of campsDriven by the main highlights
from the documentary analysis and field observations, | designed semtstructured
interviews and formulated questions that probed the causal and relational mechanisms.
This mult-method case-study design helped metriangulate between stories of formation
and the emergent properties of interactions that occur at different levels involving the main
actors, including refugees, nonrefugees, various committees, refugee institutions, the
UNRWA, aid agencies, and municipalitiesAdditionally, this helpedto unpack the formation
of the space, as well as the normaterial aspects, such as social refugee structures and the
governance dynamics that emerged withirthe space that was formed In the third section
of this chapter, | provide more details about the multimethod design of this research.
Before that and in the next sectionl highlight and explainthe research aim, discuss the main

research questions and provié details on how the data was collected and analysed,
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utilising qualitative research methods that are underpinned by the philosophies discussed

in this section.

NOAt D¢l #6We R FILIHIIIEHJUI.HJ]&]PYU’: Auwe 01 W

As explained in ChapterTwo, refugee camps are interdisciplinary phenomena involving
different thematic study areas, including politics, sociology, economy, geography, urban
studies, and international development and humanitarianism. However, this study is
primarily concerned with the evolution of refugee camps and the reciprocal interactions
between socio-spatial dynamics, the evolution process,and humanitarian aid. Thus, this
thesis aims to understand the evolution process of refugee camps in the Gazarfptand the
relationship between this process and the prolonged provision of humanitarian aid
interventions. Existing literature and my experience and exposure to the camp context
suggestthat addressing this aim necessitates investigating and building typologies of the
socio-spatial structures, understanding their mutual influence on refugeex living
conditions and the camp governance, and unpacking the role of humanitarian aid
represented mainly by the UNRWA. Therefore, this research has three main questions that

fulfil this aim as follows:

T i6caqlp CERRc O W ! U¢ G RAY WE6 ¢ 2 IR | 1202 OrHRI G0 LRG0 IO 1
] cAclBEq! RG
T cYsIWWWI¥BRRCOGWI ! UcaRAL AWNY211 UcUHDWY ql 2 Hq
GeqecOl! W 6¢CGUWIEeHSWYq6131 WRUWqSWW Wne NIJIIWH
f cVYs W YWt WS WWG!I YaGYUNWUT WGI Y2Rt RYUWY nwWwéaadeURCc
NIJaq W ¢ @EEEIINRRFE qR¢ G WY h Md aRein W #e 6 Gt W RUL
I Rt GacetldalUq
The context of this study is the Gaza Strip, whidomprises eight refugee camps with varying
levels of complexity and interaction presented in Chapter Three To provide indepth
answers to these research questions, &dopted a case study approach, selectinghe Gaza

Strip as a case study,and the two studied camps as subcases. This helpsto generate
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diverse perspectives and provide avenues for drawing comparisons. According to Muir
(2008, p.107), the benefits of the case study in urbaresearch/b¢ | JWaq 6 DWW Ge qRe O W
RGGY!I qe¢ URNDWYnWHYUqU+qAW] JFRARGRq! WYnWl 3t Jel #S
experience of multiple perspectives on the case; and the depth and richness of data that

Hc UWHWWYHgqcec RUWI wioWw

Selecting a research case can often be based on combined pragmatic and substantive
criteria (Swanborn, 2018). Thus,dhose to conduct this research in the Gaza Strip based on
pragmatic grounds and because of the unique substantive qualities of the case.
Pragmatically, | am from the Gaza Strip, anchiavelived there most of my life. | worked in the
humanitarian sector there,which allowed me togain access to refugee camps and potential
research participants. As outlined in Chapter One,my interest in studying the refugee
camps in Gazadeveloped while interacting with people in the camps and the camp spaces

as part of my daily work and living routines.

Substantively, the Palestinian refugee camps are considered among the oldest and most
evolved among the protracted displacement contexts in recent history (Agier, 2011; Sanyal,
2017; Saleh, 2020). Particularly in the Gaza Strip, theight camps have evolved and
transitioned differently throughout more than seventy years, representing a perfect example
of studying the dynamics of refugee camps' evolution (Saleh, 2020) and how they became
interwoven in their surroundings under the impacts of the prolonged prasion of
humanitarian aid. In short, the Palestinian refugee camps can be models that helps to
understand the dynamics of protracted displacement in refugee campslsewhere in the

world, such asin Asia and Africa (Agier, 2011).

Studying Palestinian refugee camps in the Gaza Strip offers opportunities to develop
theoretical and practical insights that extend far beyond merely addressing an empirical gap
in the literature. Camps in Gaza represent an ultimate paradigm of protracted
displacement, urbanisation of camps, and the humanitarian management of a refugee

space. The case of the Gaza Strip offerg unique value that extends beyond the duration of
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displacement, through the complex layers of sovereigntygoverning displacement in a
/bt ¢ q 130 13t inktid leontexdy Idamgs are controlled and managed byverlapping,
complex authorities, both official and nonofficial . The context of refugees in the Gaza Strip
also represents layers of exception and can be considered an extremease of

displacement.

In suchan environment, camps evolved, blurring the spatial distinctions between camp and
HRaq! AWs 6 Ra Wl Wa¢ RURUNWe UT 31 Waq 6 1J WAsYréfugedsuadl U H 131 LL
under spatial exception, living their entire lives in camps, the entire Palestinian population
are also placed under exception through denial of statehood, exceptional measures of
military control and blockade. In such a context of juridico-political layered exceptions, the
research examines the unparalleled frameworks that offeinsight into how marginalised
refugee populations reestablished their social fabric, political agency, and mechanisms of
survival when stripped of legal and political rightsn the absence of state sovereignty.
Studyingrefugee camps inGaza provides theopportunity to unpack these dimensionsand
critically analyse the prolonged role of aid, the impacts of urbicle, biopolitical measures of
control, and the act ofrefugees'agency to create normality navigating these complexities

and contradictions.

As the study is conducted in the Gaza Strip,Have chosen to focus on two refugee camps:
the Jabalia and Deir Al Balah camps. Comparing the twaamps in this research will help to
understand how various characteristics within the contextinfluence the success of a
particular approach or policy (Goodrick, 2014). Irthis regard, the two camps share many
historical and social similarities; however, they have alsaleveloped or evolveddifferently
to some extent, which issignificant to this study and helps hidplight the different socio-

spatial realities and their mutual impacts on humanitarian interventions.Building on their
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contextualisation in Chapter Three, he general characteristics of the two camps at the time

of conducting this research are summarised iffable 4.1.%°

| also selected theseparticular refugee camp subcases based on substantive grounds |
have chosen the smallest camp and one of the largest refugee camps to research the
differences in their evolution. Because | lived in the Gaza Strip and interacted with refugee
camps, | noticed the sociospatial differences between these two camps, whth informed
my decision on selecting the camps to study. The Jabalia refugee cammderwent rapid
evolution, especially on its outskirtsand main roads where trade, commexe, and services
became comparable to and even surpassedthose in the adjacent urban centres. In
addition, the community in the Jabalia refugee camp was more vibrant, with many civil
society organisations operating and providing activitiesHowever, the inner alleys and
blocks of the Jabalia camp still represented a slumlike situation with overcrowding,

poverty, and substandard, precarious houses.

WRNEWWRUNY!I G¢cqRYUWRUWq6 R Wa ¢ @Eitpsd/ibhRa. ukihiacorgh), Tthiel WelbditeCof thel
Encyclopaedia of Palestinian Camps in the Arabic languagenifps:/mokhayyam.com/ar), and my field
observations.
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Table4.1 Main characteristics of the Jabalia and Deir Al Balah refugee camps

Char?tztrirlstm Jabalia Refugees Camp Deir Al Balah Refugees Camp
North area governorate, adjacent to Jabalig Middle area governorate, adjacent to|
Location town that is mainly resided by norrefugees. Deir Al Balah town that is mainly|

resided by nonrefugees.

Population Size | 113,990 25,569
16 School buildings accommodating 26| 8 School buildings accommodating
. schools, 2 health centres in the camp and 1 in 13 schools in total, 1 health centre. 1
Essential : : . : ) : ) :
the surrounding areas, 2 social services office| social services office, 1 maintenance
UNRWA . o . L .
Eacilities 1 maintenance and sanitation office, and 1| and sanitation office, and 1 food
food distribution centre. distribution centre shared with Al
Maghazi refugee camp.
It is one of the largest camps in the Gaza Strig It is the smallest camp in the Gaza
Economic activity includes daily labour,| Strip. Economic activity includes
Other mecl GRUNDWRUWET T¢ HIIUGq LW daily labour, farming in adjacent
information employment. The camp has high number ol #Rq! &kt Wad ¢ UT wWe OT W
multi-floor buildings and commercial areas. are one floor with asbestos/steel
roofing.
Both camps were built on governmental land. They were randomly developed and t
Common ; . o T
Characteristics houses were built and upgraded by their owners. Between 4050 % of population in

both camps are under 16 years old.

Compared to Jabalia, the Deir Al Balah refugee camp did not show stark differences
between its neighbourhoods, with much less notable spatial evolution. Socially, the Deir Al
Balah camp felt more homogeneous, and the refugees were more traditional in theways of

living, jobs, and thinking.

| employed my knowledge and previous experience to choose the particular camps,

| JHYNRURYt RUNWa6 ¢ qlgdé W 13t B¢l A6 kt WHE HE NI Ye U W
for the research. As Maxwell (2012, p.45) argues, the researcher's background, identayd
RUnteDURNDWE ! JW2¢tecHGUWI It Yel #6WRARYAGGYUWUqt Alls

aspects of your life cuts you off from a major source of insights, hypotheses, and validity
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four of this chapter.

| use the two subcases to draw comparisons by employing a triangulation of methods.
Triangulation in social science research is a broad principle and entails viewing the
phenomenon from multiple perspectives (Denscombe, 2014). It is also argued that
triangulation helps confirm and improve the validity and precision of the findings via
combining methods, data sources, researchers or theories (Lewist al., 2014). In this vein,
employing the triangulation of methods to research the two camps helps validate he

findings and produce a deeper and less fallible understanding of their nature.

Although the empirical material is organised basedn the research questions and the
associated themes, | also discuss findings that distinctly respond to the particular camp
sub-cases, highlighting how and why things are similar or different. This approach is also
helpful in consolidating the evidence. If the same results are noticed or agreed upon, it will
indicate that the findings are more accurate and authentic (Denscombe, 2014) and can be
generalised to a large extent. | also achieve triangulation becruiting different informants
from various categories of participants and comparing the data obtained from them
(Denscombe, 2014).

NOAWt B¢l AEW~Uqd VYT + WAWAe!l qRARGe Uqt
Utilising qualitative methods to collect and analyse data, | deployed a triangulation of
research methods and various categories of participants in this research. My methods
mainly involved direct field observations, documentary analysis, and serstructured

interviews.

The data collection and fieldwork lasted 14 months, from midlanuary 2021 until midApril
2022, and were roughly divided into two phases. The first phas€Phase l)included a
documentary review and field observations, which helped formulate the interview questions
and indicated the potential categories of participants | would recruit for the interviews. |

used the first phase to identify the parameters for selecting informants based on a review
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analysis of key documents. This review helped formulate an understanding of the main

features of the context and develop the initial themesd provide some orientation for data
HYGaUARqRYUIOWf Wedt YWIGGOY! BT WRUNY!I Gea W RI DHEaqlUY !
conditions through frequent field visits to the studied camps. This allowed me to notice the
socio-spatial structures, identify everyday social interactions and economic activities, and

learn the typology of camp houses and infrastructure. Ténimportance of such observation

stems from the fact that the phenomena being studied are not purely historical and have

available and relevant social and environmental conditions to be observed (Yin, 2018).

| started the first phase by analysing a few documents, highlighting some themes, and
conducting field visits to observe the daily life in the selected camps. | started the firphase
(Phase I)while waiting for the local authorities' approval to interview refugees from the
camps. Utilising these methods of documentary review and noparticipant field
observation was also crucial as it was performed during and posEOVID-19 pandemic,
where restrictions did not allow nuch face-to-face interaction, thus allowing me to utilise
the time in data collection whenever possible.While doing the initial data collection, |
reviewed and refined the interview questionsl started the documentary review around miel
January 2021and the field observations around midFebruary 2021until | obtained the
authorities' approval to conduct the interviews by midMarch 2021. | received the official

approval letter to conduct interviews by the first week of April 2021.

| started the main phase(Phase Il)of the data collection around mid-March 2021 by piloting
and conducting interviews with a refugee and a refugee CBO member from the Jabalia
refugee camp. This mainphase continued until mid-April 2022. Duringthis main data
collection phase (Phase Il) | focused on conducting semistructured interviews, translation,
transcription and analysis. In addition, | resumed documentary review and field observation
in the last few months of themain phase, to compare and obtain explanations for particular
themes and findings that emerged from the interviewDiagram 4.1lillustrates the phasesof
data collection. In the remainder of this section | provide more details of each method |

used in this research.
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Phase | Data Collection >

Field
Phase |l Data Collection >
4

Documentary

Analysis

Observation

Phase I: two months to develop the Documentary
interview questions and identify Analysis
categories of participants. Semi-Structured

Interviews
Phase II: twelve months focused on .
interviews to collect the primary data and Field
develop the main themes Observation

Figure4.1 Phases of Data Collection

4.3.1 Observation
In this study, | conducted multiple field observation visits to the two studied refugee camps

and their adjacent town areas. Most of my observation visits happened before the interviews
and, to a lesser extent, during and after the interviews. The purposef conducting
observation before the primary data collection activity was descriptive, to gain orientation
to the field, grasp the complexities, and further develop the more concrete research
questions (Nicholls et al., 2014). The followup observation field visits that happened
towards the end of the data collectionwere used as selective observations to better
understand the evolving evidence and examples that support the findings (Nicholkst al.,
2014).

Although | ha been in these camps before, during my visits as a researcher, | paid more
attention to the built environment, ongoing activities, and similarities and differences

between the studied camps, within the camps, and between camps and the adjacent areas.
In this research activity, | employed observation as a casual, less formal data collection
method to build a general sense of the study environment and provide additional

information that complementedthe interviews, the main data collection methal (Yin, 2018).
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Field observation also helped me take visual evidence, videos and photographs from the
study sites, which are instrumental in conveying the characteristics of the cases (refugee

camps) to those outside the research environment (Yin, 2018).

Going to the camps and navigating their alleys was also part of my field observation.
Whenever | organised an interview with a resident in the camp, | intended to walk my way
through the roads in the camp to meet the participants and conduct the interview. Although
most of the observation visis were nonparticipant observations, | sometimes met refugee
acquaintances and friends and had a side chat with themWe talked about many things,
including their lives in the camp, how they navigate throughout the gathe activities they
do, the events that happen in the camp, and the services provided by the UNRWA and their
needs. | also visited the markets in the camps, purchased some of mgaily needs from
those informal sellers, and chatted with them. After field observation visits, | wrote down
notes that | used to develop the initial description of the studied environment, particularly

before conducting the interviews to inform the development of the interview questions.

For instance, | conducted two initial field visits to Jabalia and Deir Al Balah refugee camps in
the Gaza Strip on the 15th and 20th of February 2021, respectively. After the field visit
Jabaligd Wf Ws 1 YaqUlaWmNY W WeHSWs ¢ HEGRE W Wnea NIJWWHE G GH
Beit Lahia town, and then | intended to walk the street connecting Beit Lahia town with
Jabalia refugee camp. Once in the camp, | roamed the main market streets to note the
economic activities and the built environment | have noticed thatthe camp, or at least parts

of it, has evolved similarlyor even more thanthe adjacent towns. Higher buildings erupted,
economic activities evolved and diversified, and transport to and from the camps became
easier. Roaming around the camp, one can notice the heavy presence of the UNRWA
facilities, ranging from schools and clinics to the blue UN colourthemed garbage
containers. Also, there wasa greater sense of informality and random buildings, especially
when | went deeper into the camp alleysmost of the roads became narrow and the houses
were substandard and crumpled. Buildings and houses closer to the wider roads and market

areas are in better shape andcondition than those deeper in the camp.The differences
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between the adjacent neighbourhoods are stark.lJ q H ghared some of these notes with
my supervisors to facilitate the discussion and reflection, inform the analysis and the

potential re-working of research questions.

| used observation as part of anulti-method design to build an interwoven interpretation.
Observation helped identify and validatethe initial themes that | investigated in the
interviews, supported the building ofa description of the physical context, and verified what
was described in the interviews in the actual research environment (Nichollet al., 2014).
However, observation is inherently subjective and usually influenced by the researcher's
choices (Nicholls et al., 2014). | utilised such initial feld observations for familiarity and to
gain additional information to complement findings from other methods, as they only offer
descriptive accounts of the studied phenomena. Thus, other data collection methods are

employed to gain a more irdepth, detailed analysis.

4.3.2 Document ary analysis
In addition, | analysed selected documents agart of the triangulation of data and in order

to support the findings from the interviews as the primary data collection method. |
purposively selected the documents in Table4.2 below to review them to formulatemy

initial understanding and then provide more irdepth accounts of particular themes. The

documents | consulted and analysed involved reviews of the situation of the camps in terms

of the built environment and socieeconomic conditions. The list alsoincluded documents

that provide historical accounts of the role of humanitarian aid and the formation of the

camps. Furthermore, | reviewed policy documents and reports fromJNRWA to better

2UT Wl 1t qeUT W6 1dWwe NIIUH! K teldboritél da theé ibtérabtions Gdtweenld A W U1

the UNRWAand the various sociespatial dynamics in the camp.

Besides using the initial documentary review to build the primary themes and inform the
design of interviews, the reviewed documents helped me access more explanatory
information on particular keytopics, as the data in these documents is already structured
and ordered (Spenceet al., 2014).Documentary analysis isan invaluable research method

that offers detailed historical and contextual insights that can be triangulated with other
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methods. Nonetheless,Rq ¢ Gt YIWWRUGWI Rat Wceceqd VIl +t kWeUT WYl N¢

precise details deemed necessary for this research. Thus, this research uses documentary

analysis to provide factual and historical insights and complement thdindings primarily

obtained from analysingthe data collected via interviews

Table4.2 List of documents reviewed for this research

Service Committee
(AFSC)

Institution /Author Date Title Purpose of review
Published

American Friends 1950 Quaker Work Among Arab RefugeqTo grasp historical accounts on aid
Service Committee Undertaken for the United Nations |provision and the formation of the
(AFSC) refugee camps in the Gaza Strip

A brief description of the

distribution of relief among Arab

refugees in the Gaza Strip,

undertaken by Friends on behalf of

the 'United Nations Relief for

Actalt qrRUNDWAILINe NI
IUEDT Graduate 2001 International and Local Aid During |To obtain historical accounts on aid
Institute of the SecondIntifada - An Analysis ofjprovision and the general perception
Development Studies, Palestinian Public Opinion in the |of humanitarian aid in the West Bank
University of Geneva. Ir West Bank and the Gaza Strip and Gaza Strip
collaboration with
JMCCTr Jerusalem
Media &
Communication Centre
United Nations Relief 2007 The United Nations and PalestiniafN Y W JGR#q Waq 6 1J WO
and Work Agency Refugees mandate on dealing with Palestinian
(UNRWA) refugees
Badawi & Waltz (2014). 2014 Housing Conditions and UpgradingCapture details of discussions on the
Report based onthe of Refugee Camps in Palestine built environment of refugee camps.
research outcome of (Findings, Aims and Strategies)
groupsworking in the
Ministry of Housing in
Gazawithin a program
supported by CIM
Germany
American Friends 2014 Needs Assessment of Depict the socio-spatial conditions

Overcrowding in Gaza Refugee
Camps T Jabalia Refugee Camp

and analyse the role of humanitarian
actors in refugee camps
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United Nations Relief 2015 Medium Term Strategy 20152020 [N Y Wz UT 31 + q¢ UT WO

and Work Agency and planning for refugees

(UNRWA)

United Nations Relief 2023 Strategic Plan 202328 NYLWHEGqel DWagdé WO

and Work Agency services and the size of their

(UNRWA) operations, and their strategies for
the Palestinian refugees

4.3.3 Interviews
As the primary source of data the findings analysed and presented in this research are

obtained mainly from the semistructured interviews. | conducted semistructured
interviews with participants utilising a categorised set of questionsAnnexeA). Interview
guestions followed a semistructured design utilising the sense of themes and features of
the context developed at the first stage of data collection and informed by the overall
research questions. As participants were categorised, each categy of interviewees had a
set of main questions and another set of probing questions | used to explore the matter in
depth. Creating categorised sets and followup questions helped me harness the different

perspectives and triangulate the findings.

During the interviews, | used the set of interview questions as guidance. | added or omitted
guestions during the actual interview based on the direction of the discussion and the

purpose of recruiting a particular participant. For example, when interviewig UNRWA staff
members, Itook aninl JGq 6 WnY#Hat AWet t RUNWhe It qRYUt WYUOWO
agency's interactions with refugees. Each interviewee was given the opportunity to go in

depth in a particular direction and theme of discussion based ortheir experiences and

views.

Throughthe semi-structured interviews, participants could express their opinions on the
discussed issue and elaborate on their specific points of interest (Denscombe, 2014).
Although interviews are resourceintensive and requirea massive investment of time and
energy from the researcher, the method provides participants with the opportunity to share
their experiences, interpretations, and understandingof the discussed phenomena (Yeet

al., 2014).Usingopen and nortleading questions allowed participants to provide additional
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content on the topic and offer responses that revealetheir actual feelings and perceptions
(Yeoet al., 2014). At the same time, sufficient flexibility was given during the interviews,
allowing issues to be raised through interaction between the researcher and the research

participants (Yeoet al., 2014).

The sample of participants was purposively selected based on analysis conducted in the

first stage of data collection. Purposive sampling allows selection criteria to be based on

features that permit an in-depth investigation and understanding of the main themes and

guestions the study aimsto address (Ritchieet al., 2014). Purposive samplingnables the

researcher to recruit participants from diverse communities, genders, and age groups,

thereby presenting and understanding various perspectivesThis albwed for the setup and

cONUT GUWU0qUWYNnWGe!l qRARGe Ut kW1 WHEI c2RqaGUDUqWHEI Rald
participants to enrich the data from various aspects as the research progresses-or

instance, the list of refugee participants was purposively diversified to include older people
56YWs RqUIt + UT W6 WWEE!T ! Wt q¢e NIt WYnWHEGGH kK W Ja:e
perceptions and needs of younger generations in refugee camps, and wen refugees to

capture womenk living experiences and perceptionsn refugee camps.

In total, | conducted 34 indepth, semi-structured interviews with informants from three
levels of inquiry: communities and refugees, government and national actors, and
international humanitarian organisations. | provide a list of detailed interviews andthe

category of each participant in Annexe D. Participants are distributed across these
categories, as illustrated in Table4.3. All participants obtained a copy of the research
participant information sheet andsigned an associated consent formAnnexeB andAnnexe
C show the participant information sheet and provide a sample signed consernfiorm,

respectively.
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Table4.3 Categories and numbers of conducted interviews

Gender Total Number of
General . Number of .
Category of participant . Interviews per
Category Interviews
Category
Men Women
CBOs Staff members 3 3 0
Community and | Current camp residents 10 5 5 17
CBOs Level
Pre_wous camp 4 4 0
residents
National NGOs Staff 5 1 1
members
Municipality Staff 4 4 0
National and Members
. 9
Municipal Level
Refugges Popular 5 5 0
Committee
Businessperson 1 1 0
. INGOs Staff Members 3 2 1
International
Level 8
UNRWA Staff Members 5 5 0

Although | actively sought the recruitment and participation of women alongside men and
other diverse age groups, the number of interviewed women is lower than the number of
men. This is due to thepatriarchal nature of the community and the limited number of women
holding senior roles in organisations that are influential in the refugee camps. Due to the
community's patriarchal culture and my role as a male researcher, | had to use a gatekeeper,
typically a male family member of the woman, to recruit femie refugee participants outside
my network. Very often, those males suggested that they do the interview and provide the
information. Nonetheless, | was fortunate to have refugee acquaintances who worked with

CBOs and understood my need for the research tonclude women as part of my
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participants. Thus, they helped me recruit some female refugees through their relatives and

acquaintances to participate in this study.

Besides these cultural challenges that limited the participation of women, there were very

few women who worked at the organisations involved in refugee camps, particularly the

local municipalities and the Refuge¢ #Popular Committee. Furthermore, interviews with

the UNRWA staff were arranged by the UNRWA Human Resources (HR) department, which
nominated staff members with relevant knowledge and enough expertise to engage with my
research questions and discuss my resarch topic. All those nominated by the UM i kKt Wec AL
in Gaza to participate in my research were male participants. It is worth noting that the
percentage of women staff who aran senior positions inthe UNRWA area offices was 31

per cent (UNRWA, 2021).

| include the perspectives of the female participants | interviewed in this research as part of
the thematic analysis and coding process. The thematic analysisdonducted revealed an
alignment between the perspectives of male andemale participants in this research, who
discussed similar issues and identified similar themes Particularly, I include quotes from
the female participants that enriched the nuanced understanding and discussion irthe
empirical chapters. However, this research does notocus specifically on gender analytical

dimensions to answer the research questions.

This thesis explores the interplay between the studied camps' socigpatial dynamics, their
evolution, and the role of humanitarian aid. Drawing gender related comparisons in the
evolution process of the camps is beyond the scope of this thesi®evertheless, the findings
| present in this thesis can be further explored utilising a more gendered approach to analyse
the identified dynamics and the evolution of refugee camps from the various gender
perspectives. This can be pursued in future researchEmploying the triangulation of
multiple data collection methods and resources via combining the interviews with field

observations and documentary analysis fulfils the research aim, provides a more
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comprehensive view and validates the findings presented and discussed ithe empirical

chapters to answer the research questions

It is worth mentioning that there has always been an overlap between the categories of
participants. For instance, a CBO member can be a camp resident, and a camp resident can
be a previousor current staff member of NGOs or the UNRWA. However, | assigned a
category to each participant based on their primary purpose for recruiting them to
participate in the research. All interviews were audio recorded after obtaining permission
from participants, except one with a previous senior UNRWA staff member, who tefed to
audio record the interview. In this particular case, | wrote notes of the answers
simultaneously. | focused on using the questions in the primary category for each
participant and recording their answers. The duration of the audioecorded interviews
lasted between fifteen minutes and slightly more than one hour, depending on the
participant's in-depth understanding and knowledge. The average time of recorded

interviews was aroundthirty-five minutes.

Nonetheless, due to my insider positionality and familiarity with the research participants,
some discussions and side chats related to the themes in my research happened before and
after | started recording the interview Additionally, during informal meetings and friendly
gatherings, | had the opportunity to meet with many of the participants, and wa&iscussed
specific issues and themes related to my research and the situation of refugee camps in
general. | always made notes of these unofficial discussiasm and highlightedinteresting

opinions.

Some of the interviewsglevenin total, were conducted online via Google Meet and recorded
instantly after obtaining permission from the participants especially those interviews with
the UNRWA and INGOs staff memberslue to COVID19 restrictions in those organisations.
p fUqUI 2RWUst 1Oql ¢Ut G¢cqRYUetogl ¢ Ut HI RGaqRYUe toc UT
Analysing the research interviews was an iterative procesfter conducting an interview, |

re-listened to it, wrote notes, and identified if the interview had key content that | should
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prioritise to build the themes. | used this prioritisation to facilitate and speed up the analysis
so that | could identify themes as | went through the transcription and translation. Thus, |
started the transcription of the key interviews, especially thos that | noticed wererich with
information, to start the analysis and not wait until the entire set of interviews is transcribed
After transcribing and analysing the key interviews, | returned to the interviews | had not

prioritised at first to transcribe and analyseto produce the final themes and results.

Transcribing interviews started with translating the spoken Arabic into Englisfio translate
the interviews from Arabic to English, | considered having support from an English Language
graduate who worked as an interpreter so that she could provide a more accurate
translation. To speed up the process and extract the early resultsthe interview records
were translated and transcribed from Arabic into English in two stages. The first stage
involved performing quick translation andranscription in Englishthat included the answers

to the interview questions for each interview.l asked for the support of the research
assistant in this stage after | explained the context of my study and research objectives. My
assistant, Maram'!, is a professional interpreter and supported the initial translation of
interviews from spoken Arabic into English. | consider this step essential because some
words in the spoken Arabic dialect could have different meanings or words that better
describe them in English.In the second stage, took the initial draft interview transcriptand
carried out the second transcribing stageby reviewing the initial text and making the
transcription verbatim, producing the final interview transcript to be analysedWhile doing
this iterative process, andafter finalising a few key interviews, | highlighted some prominent
findings and themes and noted them down tcstart building the themes and drafting the

results.

Because | am also fluent in both English and Arabic, IHestened to the interviews, reviewed
the initial translation and transcript, and added what was missing to make the transcription
GYI dWw211 AcqROOWTf nWaqéJWa1e URUN W Ytraddationldfaqa ¢ Ut 0 ¢

1 This is a pseudonym
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particular sentence or word did not match, we discussed it and agreed on the best English
translation based on the meaning and our understanding of the Arabic word in our spoken

dialect.

After translating and transcribing althe audio-recorded interviews into English, | conducted

the full coding and analysisprocess to produce and write down the final results primarily

using manual paper coding. | employedritical rlJ ¢ G Rt Gk + WI 1Jal YinheodiogR 2 1JLWI 1J
the interview data. Thisinvolves building on my understanding of existing theories and

testing and refiningthe explanations associated with them. In other words, to enhance what

s Wt UYsWeHYeqWaq6 Wl IneNRWUIWHEGGH AWf We qRGRE T U
accounts to refine the existing theories. | initially started with descriptive codes to describe

the data the way it appeared, rather than to deploy a particular theoretical lens on it (Fryer,

2022). Nonetheless, this descriptive coding did not happen in a theoretal or epistemic

void, as | recognise that a researcher cannot be freed from theoretical interests (Braun &

Clarke, 2008). Initial descriptivecodes RUHA G 21 DT AW nY!l WW+Fca GaWALW ht
HYOUUDHRqRYUL daWh Y211 #1 Y51 RUNWR UllleHse WGHEE | IFAWEA DT LI T a1
hO Al kt WNY2Wl UcUHWDWI YUWk AWK RG Gl YIiatRidddisédld 2 Y @ 2 q
the codes that meant the same thing and consolidated the analytically related codes under

broader themes. For example, | consolidated the codes that described practices and issues
YnwnyY21l Uc¢ Uisbdsatd] MR 1 gdbclHI K Wa 6 3G uWwe U1 W6 IWaYIT
RURqRc¢OWt WageGWeUT WW2YdeqRYUWYn Waq6 ot duitGt We UT

environmentk LWa 6 130 1J KO

| alsodrew the analysis to capture formation andcausation and highlight the socialspatial

dynamics at these interwoven phases. For exampleinder the mainthemeY n Whn Y1l G ¢ qRY UL
evolution of the built environment A LWf WNI Ye GUT W6 JWHYT It Waé ¢ qlll 1J
built environment, how the material of the camp was assembled, and the stages of

formation that led to the current shape of the camp. Unden; 6 1J LWa 6 164 1DMH e WWHI+ Wt Y #H

I 1 Ue¢ 0 Rriglbded the codesthat addressed the social formatian and evolution of social
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structures in the refugee camps, including the creation of social ties, connections, and

intimacy, as well as the development of overcrowding issues

To highlight particular causations, | identified themes that influence the socispatial
conditionstOW [ YI WW+¢ GO WAWSf Weat Wi W6 WWagb6WGUIWhGel ¢T Y:
actions and perceptionsin the socio-spatial environment, which captures the temporary-

permanent perceptions, and improvisation in the camp space. | also identified themes

related to fexceptional geopolitical conditionsk that highlight particular impacts of the

inherited exceptions on refugees, their space and the humanitarian management. | also

grouped codes into atheme on thefrole of the UNRWA capturing its mutual relation with
socio-spatial dynamics. Furthermore, | placed particularcodes under different themes as

q6 1! Wel JWRUqWI qs RUWI Wwe OT Wl aeqldl oW YI WI+edGall
¢ 0 Girepldted underfformation and evolution of the built environment as well as the

frefugee social dynanicsk because the practice of improvised construction of houses was

linked to the increased population of refugees and the social tendency to house extended

family members in the camp houses.

In general, lidentified codes under various themes that capture the social and spatial
interactions and conditions that affect events and structures in the studied camps It was

an iterative process as | worked between the empirical material and theoretical literature to

build up new explanations and relations that contribute to explaining the conditions and

Hecetl ¢cOWGYs It OWNGezt AW Y2RUNDWWIT YUK ke iplogmy U1 1Jq
| Dal YT ed#qRYUWqVY W sRT BUqRN! W q 6fer L4 Padtivukd taaskl! W HY Uc
GUARG6CURY GWgYWaqet DWINnUAqWe U7 WaYW It 2daqWRULWa6 1J
189).

MIOA Yt Rq R YN cIT+RR0R! RetiLl G b Tt L

My positionality was instrumental in how | approached research methods and data

collection via this multi-method case-study research design.My interest in developing this

researchis linked to my positionality, as | discussed in Chapter OneMy positionality and

the conceptualisation | initially developed on refugee camps and their evolutiorare
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influenced by my daily life experience, my roleas a humanitarian aid worker,and my
engagementin this research and thevarious theories from the literature. As researchers are
instruments of the research, they utilise their own experience and identity to develop their
hypotheses, frameworks, theories and validity checks (Maxwell, 2012). Thus, the
undertaking of this research and developing it€onceptual underpinnings, methods, and

findings are influenced by my positionality andthe theories presentedand discussed.

The researcher'spositionality asR U+ RT IJI WY WYz qt RT UI WHe¢ UWAW Wmwe U1
qYlWs 6 RAG We WI It D¢l #6611 WRY WA YHE q WIIRq 634, Ws Ra 6 F
2012,p.137). As a Palestinian from the Gaza Strip who has lived most of my life in the Gaza

Strip, | share with refugees and nomefugees the same Palestinian identity and socto

cultural background, which gave me an insider positiorwith the research participants.
Nevertheless, | am not a resident of refugee camps nor part tfie extended families of

refugees who lived in the camps, which gave me an outsider's position to the research
participants, although | visited the camps almost daily for work, shopping, and social

relations. From another perspective, | am a humanitarian aid worker who is known in the
humanitarian sector in the Gaza Strip and was treated as an insidby humanitarian NGOs

and practitioners. Nonetheless, | did not workfor the UNRWA, and | am considered an

outsider to the UN system.

Being an insider to the Palestinian community in Gaza and the humanitarian aid system

helped me gain the trust of the research participants on both sides. | was receivesiith

openness, which translated into many fruitful discussions and chats about my research

topic beyond the planned interview time. As a familiar face, | did not feel there was a barrier

between me andmost of the refugees | interviewedConversely, he challenging aspects of

being an insiderwel JWGe¢ | qRHARGCE Uqt k Wet t add GrpReddet nsorReY 2 a WG !
interviews, participants assumed that | shared the same knowledge and understandinas

they did. Thissuggests thatan insider researcher can be provided with brief answers based
YUW6 IWEt t 2 8 Gaq ReKUWIBoPSIExa L AD! YrellE MMNsA LG KON MM bs A We Wt F
occasions. Therefore, | needed to add more follovup questions and reminders of my
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researcher identity during the interviewsMeanwhile, as an insider, some of the interviews
were conversational, allowing me to use my knowledge to challenge and discuss the
participants, probe for in-depth analysis, and contributethe researcher's knowledge to the

interview discussion (DeLyser, 2001).

My insider positionality offered me insightsnto and enabled my research omefugee camps.
Before conducting this research, | had almost dayo-day interactions with the campsx LU
environmentand the refugees dwellinghere. Through these daily observations and informal
conversations, | became familiar with the camp, observed social interactions, and
understood the issues facing the refugeesMy historical and contemporary engagement
with the campsites, particularly Jabalia, informed my assumptions about how these spaces
are both temporary and permanent. Through these interactions, dbserved the camps'
improvised evolution overthe past two decades. | heard stories about how refugees
reappropriated their spaces, creating homesfor themselves and their futuregenerations,
gradually building roomby room. | observedhow businessmen came from outside the
camp, bought the simple refugee shelter in commercial areas, and built their expensive
shops and businesses. | heard storieand discussions amongthe refugee communityabout
how refugees resolved conflicts over houses borderslands they shared in the camps,
agreed andreached consensus through customary community mediators. | utilised this
accumulated rich experience to inform my discussion with the research participants and my

analysis in this thesis.

In conducting this research, | was very cautious in explicitly articulating my role as a
researcher, wearing a differenthat, not as a humanitarian aid worker nor just a Palestinian
from Gaza coming to have a casual chat about refugee camps, so that the participants
understood that their participation is part of an academic study that they could contribute
to and influence. Moreover,| was an outsider to living in the refugee camp because | did not
dwell there. Thus, | did notnitially have insights ino the nuances and the values that living
in the camp space brings to participants. Camp residentscommonly articulated sense of

intimacy and shared struggle was another layer of their values and identity that | did not
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initially consider. Furthermore, as an outsider to the UN systemwas not able to easily gain
access to the UNRWA staff, and it took me some time to navigate my way through the system

to obtain the required approvals.

Gaining the authorities' approval to access the field to conduct interviews was also
challenging, although I am Palestinian from the Gaza Strip. Given the unstable geopolitical
conditions and frequent escalations, the de facto authorities in Gaza strictly restricted any
data collection activities without prior approval. | got my research facilitation letter from the
University of Sheffield in December 2020. However, due to the Pandemic and lockdown in
Gaza, | could not submit a request to the authoritiedo obtain a permit to conduct the
research interviews with refugees until mid-February 2021, when the restrictions were
slightly lifted. Because of my identity as a humanitarian aid worker, having worked with
Western-influenced INGOs and my affiliation with a Western Utbased university, thede
facto authorities in Gazahandled my request with caution and suspension. They interviewed
me twice prior to giving me the permit needed to conduct the interviews with refugees in the
camps. Theset-up of the interviews they conducted with me was like an interrogation. They
asked disturbing, unpleasant questions about my purpose and intentions for conducting
this research and insisted on seeing the semstructured interview questions | interded to
ask my research participants.Finally, they gave meapproval to conduct the interviews by
mid-March 2021 and provided me with thefficial permit letter in the first week of April 2021.
Although the process for approval from UNRWA was more friendly and understanding, it was
also more bureaucratic and delayed. | submitted my request to interview UNRWA staff at
the beginning of April 2021 and got the approvaétter by September 2021, almost five

months after the request.

After getting the needed approvals, my positionality has also helpethe access field
participants. Because lhad worked before with camp residents and CBOs as a humanitarian
worker, | had enough connections to recruit participants who did not hesitate when |
contacted them to conduct the interviews. | had already builtrust before conducting this

research, and some of the CBO staff members helped recommend particular people with
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knowledge and long experience of living and dealing with refugeamp issues. They also
helped me recruit women participants to mitigate some of the gender and cultural
challenges, as | explained aboveFurthermore, | recruited participants from municipalities
and the Refugees' Popular Committee via support from acquaintances from CBOs and

NGOs.

This situation of holding insideroutsider positions allowed for my positionality to be shifting
and fluid, particularly when comparing my interviews with INGOs and UNRWA staff. The
interviews with the INGO staff members and the refugee camp residentsad more of an
insider feeling. However, when | interviewed the UNRWA staff, the feelings and attitudes
were always those of an outsider to the organisation and its systems. This fluidity entailed
being reflexive and seHconscious about the various identities beliefs, and preconceptions
that | brought with me from my professional career and life experiences (Holmes, 2020). By
being reflexive, | was constantly aware that my position washifting and was contingent
upon the situation andspecific context (Holmes, 2020).This entailed me as a researcher to
understand and selfmonitor my role and personal experience in contributing to the
knowledge creation process in this research, trying to be open to different explanations and
perspectives and/b0 ¢ R GlepddcU0 HIJWH I s DI UWq6 WG+ YUOecawe Ol L
2013, p.220). Through employing this reflexivity, | maintained an open dialogue with some of
my research participants, my supervisor and fellow PhD colleagues to continuously assess

and identify my postionality and identity in the context of the research.

However, when the October 2023 war happened in Gaza, and | was displaced, my reflexivity
and identity around this research manifested in the experience. Although | was displaced
before in previous conflicts, it was for shorter periods, and more importantlydid not include
setting up a makeshift camp. Experiencing longer displacement and setting up makeshift
shelters firsthand had a hefty impact on the way | approached the concepts of this research.

| became what | am researching. This is how | found myself after the October 2023 war. |
started to think about whether this displacement would be a situation similar to or even

worse than the 1948catastrophe (Nakba). As | understood through exposure to theories, the
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colonial hegemonic powers' instrument of camps and reducing the undesired population to
rbare liferscould become more permanent. This fear of lifelongbandonment and liminality
overwhelmed me during the experience of displacement since the start of the October 2023

war.

| was researching the living experiences of refugees in the camps and how they navigated
their situation to build more liveable places, and here Was in the very beginning of setting
up a spontaneous makeshift camp on sand dunes, in a remote area of Rafah governorate,
after being displaced six times since7 October 2023 When | was displaced from Khan
Younis to Rafah on 2 December 2023, we arrived in an empty land full of dunes and small
trees. | arrived at that place with my wife, children, and mother; e&ry aspect of our lives was

bare and bleak; we had lost everything and thought only about basic survival.

Everything in that place started to change rapidly. Makeshift nylon shelters were assembled
in a day; people were arriving family aftefamily, and tents were becoming cramped.
Everything was precarious and rapidly changing; nothing was certain; how long were we
going to stay?Who would support us? Food, water, and finding a place to go to the toilet
werethe utmost priority. | was preoccupied with my knowledge and identity as a researcher.
Through this, | was thinking, are we building a refugee camp agdliike those that were built

in Gaza after 1948, and in Kenya, Jordan, Syria, and Bangladedfecause of the
displacement catastrophes? Ok, | started asking myself, will this be a protracted
displacement? Shall | tell everyone to leave enough spaces between tents so that they can
expand their shelters in the future? | was wondering where the UMas. It has been days,
and none of themhat 6 Y5 Ulle GIHOW? Y Wa 6 3! WUY q Wl 1JH Yvehtered 1J Wa 6 R
if camps should be built up bythe UN tobe served?

Being a researcher living in the same disastrous situation that | have been researching and
trying to understand was an utterly overwhelming experience. Because of my knowledge
about the humanitarian aid system and refugee camps, | believe | had more quésts than

any other person who was with me in these tents. Nonetheless, through this experience, |

recognised the actual meaning ofrbare lifetband how it is used to oppress unwanted and
145



undesired humans. | also understood how chaotic and dynamic the camp formation
process could be and how survival outweighs any aspect of planning and desigihis
experience made me rethink my analysis and recognise the importance of the conditions
associated with camp formation and setup in specifying how the space would evolve. Thus,
in order to provide a more holistic analysis of the situation of the campsdm studying, |
realised that | need to put more emphasis on understanding how the camps came t@land
how their spaces were historically formed It was an experience that | will carryith me for
the rest of my life.

NOPY URGeat RYU

This chapterhas provided a detailed methodological framework used in this researchand
explained the research methods and data collection and analysis process use achieve
the aim and answer the research questionsThe first section provided the philosophical
perspectives that underpin the methodology andexplained the use of retroductve
reasoning, whichis informed by the theoretical discussionl presentedin Chapter Two.The
second section revisited the research aim and questions highlighting the case study
approach in this thesis. Thethird section provided details of the methods usel and the
approach to thematic analysigOWIN G JWn Yea | q6 W WARqRYULWT Rt Hat t JT g

providing reflexiveaccounts of my experience conducting this research.

The chapter ends the first part of the thesis, which provided the necessary theoretical and
contextual underpinning for conducting the research. The second part of the thesis
(Chapters Fiveto Eight) provides a discussion of the empirical findings and unpacks the
answers to the research questions. The next chapter, Chapter Five, begins the empirical
discussion surrounding the first research question, highlighting the socispatial dynamics

at play during the initial formation of refugee camps and their sulejuent evolution.
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5.CHAPTER FIVE: SOCK3PATIAL DYNAMICS OF REFUGEE
CAMPS IN THE GAZA STRIP

5.0 Introduction

This empirical chapterpresents part of the findings that contribute to the research's ainto
understand the evolution process of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip and the relationship
between this process and the prolonged provision of humanitarian aid interventiondMore
specifically, the findings presented here answer the first research questiony i 6 ¢ q Ot YHRY
spatial dynamics have influenced the evolution of refugee camps in the Gaza Stripn G

Each of the empirical chapters covers one research question. However, thempirical

chapters are interconnected as the dynamics identified and discussed in Chaptefiveare

also employed in the discussions in ChapteSixand ChapterSevento draw a holistic picture

that fulfils the research aim.

This chapter is divided intotwo main sections and a discussion and conclusion. The first
section tells the story of the refugee camps' formation, where the findings aranalysed,
utilising assemblage thinkingto identify the human and norhuman, as well as the material
and non-material, main components that created socio-spatial structures in the early years
Ynlgdé JWHE G Gt  ihrdvikies B doddiptiod Hid ahslysiR oftie ithmps at the time
the researchwas conducted, providing details of thar social evolution, and then addressing

their spatial evolution.

The second section continuegelling the story of the evolution of refugee camps. It highlights
the creation of what | term the state of paradox CQhat has resulted from everyday
interactions under the inherited conditions of thesstate of exceptionand humanitarian
management in theprotracted displacement refugee camps context. In the first part of the
second section, | analyse the visual and physical environment of thevo studied camps,
namely the Jabalia refugee camp, the largest in the Gaza Strip and located in the North
governorate of Gaza, and the Deir Al Balah refugee camp, the smallest among the eight

camps in Gaza which is located in théViddle area governorate. The analysis underlines the
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differences and similarities between the camps, the camp and the noitamp areas, and

within the specific camp space. Then, the section builds the picture of the temporary

permanent conditions that evolved over time andlelves into analysing the state of peadox,

and the causal mechanisms that contributed to creating such a state. It addresses spatial
contradictions, social paradoxes, and contentious dilemmasti RU‘t 131 LW q YiURd &I LU0 rbH

spectacle of the camp.

In the discussion and conclusion, | synthesise and highlight the entwined formation and
causation as ontological analytical perspectives, summarising the social and spatial
dynamics that contributed to the formation and evolution of refugee camps. | alslighlight
the main arguments and contributions to the citycamp literature, deepening the discussion
YOWq6 Wt q¢ qWYnWGE! ¢1 Y+ oW

5.1 Thegenesis of the refugee camps in the Gaza Strip

This section discusses and analyses the mechanisms that influencethe formation of the
Palestinian refugee camps in the Gaza Strjbased on ananalysis with an empirical focus
on the two studied camps, Jabalia and Deir Al Balah. This thesis argues that understanding
the socio-t G¢ q R ¢ G WHIccho@R YKWANLYY | Wa 6 1J W Hexplai® the fdctold thatt Rt A W6
influenced the studied spaces' current morphological, social, and spatial characteristics. |
analyse the formation throughassemblage lenses as the camps' sociespatial structures
emerged under fluid and fastmoving processes resulting from the shock of the Palestinian
exodus in 1948. From tht particular point in time, new socio-spatial dynamics emerged.
These emerging sociospatial dynamics and their structures continued to (re)form and
stabilise, enacting causal powers under the influence of different periods of the
m6a2G¢cURqc!l Re U6 Riilzs6 g R ¥dddRitiheuibiRuitb i the lifetime of the
camps. The analysigresented in this section is based on the empirical data collected for
this PhD research and is underpinned byassemblage thinking theory, asdiscussed in

Chapter Two.
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| argue throughout this thesis that the inception of refugee camps is a consequence of the

T UHEGE! ¢ q Rtéatd el ¥ rAleEiRW A el Ne G ANUAWNDDY WAL= MMP b t
was during and after the 1948 wathat led to the end of the British mandate in Palestine and

the establishment of the State of Israel that these camp spaces were introduced as
DEHRHUGqRYUcCOGWHYGYURcOWGWEt 21 Ut Ws 6RAGWN Y HIIT Waq6

Palestinian Arabs to fleeto the neighbouring countries and teritories.

f Ullq6 DWAc Gt qRURcUWHCECT WAWqS WWmst qqc q WY n W+ HIIGq
and the Nakba in 1948, where Palestinians were expelled from their homes and became

refugees upon the establishment of the State of Israel. They lost their statas citizens with

political rights and became "stateless." The sovereign power, the State of Israel, expelled

the Palestinian Arabs who had to settle in refugeespaces and became governed not by a

state constitution, but by emergency regulations and humaitarian management This

exception has been largely maintained by the State of Israel and thmternational

community, as the latter has given refugees amadmissible right to return through the

UNGA Resolution 194 (111) of 1948.

Even during the Egyptian military rule of the Gaza Strip from 1948 to 1967, exceptional
measures of governance were maintained. Egypt decided to govern the population in Gaza
through a dedicated administration, without annexing the Gaza Strip or providings
population with any form of citizenship (Roy, 1995).Although both refugees and nomn
refugees shared the condition of statelessness, a distinct separation of space and
governance was established. The indigenous Gazans fell under Egyptian administratjon
while the refugees were placed under the humanitarian jurisdiction of the UN through the
UNRWA, creating two parallel legal realities, each with its own specific spatial boundaries

and mechanisms of exclusion Abreek-Zubiedat & NitzarrShiftan, 2018).

Palestinians in Gazawere under a state of exception also through thedirect military Israeli
occupation from 1967 until the inception of the PNA in 1993. During the Israeli occupation,

the juridical state of exception was cementedby putting the entire population under the
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emergency military administration. During that period, Israel managed the population
directly through military governors, curfews, and settlements. The camp was a specific site
of high surveillance and resistancgWeizman, 2007). Israel has maintained its control over
the entire Palestinian Territories from air, land, and sea, even after the Oslo agreement and

the establishment of the PNA.

While both refugeesand non-refugees in the Gaza Stripvere denied access to statehood
camps remained under another layer of exceptioasthe PNAand the UNRW/Areserved the
exceptional temporary nature of the camp space (Hanafi, 2008). Although the PNA asserted
its presence in public urban spaces through juridical order, it abandoned the camps, and
similarly, the UNRWA overlooked the campsirban development, relegating them to a state
of exception governed by customary and emergency regulations (Hanafi, 2008h this
vacuum, planning and policy enforcement is egrcised by residents wheregovernance
becomes exceptionally unstable and fluid, resulting unregulated transformation of these
spaces (Hanafi, 2008; Saleh, 2020)

As a consequence of the 1948 Nakba, it estimated that there were around 700,000 Arab
Palestinians who were expelled and forced to settle in the neighbouring Arab countries, the
West Bank, and the Gaza Strip regions (Marx, 1992). In the Gaza Strip, the estimate is that
between 200,000 and 250,000 Palestians arrived in the area between September 1948 and
December 1949 (Cheal, 1988; Feldman, 2009). This influx of refugees tripled the population
in Gaza, which stood a@pproximately 80,000 at that time(lbid).

Nonetheless, scholars assert that these numbers are close estimates because obtaining
the exact numbers at that time was a complex and challenging task for the entities involved,
including the hosting countries and relief organisations (Cheal, 1988; Hazbow 19%4). The
contentious estimation of the number of Palestinian refugees between 1948 and 1949 is
caused by many statistical and contextual factors. Theseinclude the fact that the
population of refugees became very geographically dispersed across diffent countries,

the poor statistical systems in the host countries and territories, and the lack of competence
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in the newly established aidorganisations, especially the UNRWA, to carry out thorough
registration at that time (Hazboun, 199). On top of that, Palestinians who fled to Jordan
were also given Jordanian citizenship, complicating the estimation of the number of

refugees (lbid).

Despite these numerical discrepancies regarding the refugee population size, the original

towns and villages of those settled in the Gaza Strip were and still are wé&ihown, as waves

of arrivals have been linked to specific military actions where towns ahvillages fell with the

Israeli army (Cheal, 1988)lt is estimated that around 56 per cent of the total number of

| Jnea NPt Ws YW Wagaqd T WRUWa6 1JMW] ¢ A¢ |kBowh & @GRIH ¢ G 1J LY
Gaza District (Gaza and Beersheby while around 42 per cent originated from what was

known as the Lydda District, including Jaffa and Ramlah (Cheal, 1988japs (.1 and 5.2)

show the Gaza district before 1948 and the borders of the post948 Gaza Strip, and the

districts of Mandatory Palestine in 1945 respectively. Most of the refugees were from

peasant families and villages, with more than 65 per cent being agricultural workers or

classified as unskilled workers (Cleal, 1988).

The Gaza Strip received this massive influx of refugees from its surrounding villages and
districts while suffering from the strains of its already poor economy and services. At that
qROVAW q6WIW] ¢cAcWEq!I RGkt WWHRYUYG! WT WGthadT W YU W
surrounding areas, where refugees were coming from, which had been cut off by the
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 and the expulsion of the original residents. The
Gaza economy suffered more devastation as jobs became very scarce, espatly for those
newcomers, while the Gaza local community became unable to offer much support for the
displaced. Despite this situation, the first line of response was from the original residents of
the Gaza Strip, in other words, nofrefugees. Food, clothes, and money were donated to
refugees by the nonrefugee residents. In addition, some of them hosted refugees in their
homes, and public buildings were used as shelters for those who needed them (Cheal,

1988).
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of Mandatory Palestine

The first international humanitarian response waves started to arrive in late 1948. The United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed Resolution 212 on 19 November 1948 to
establish the United Nations Relief for the Palestinian Refugees (UNRPR) as a neliefe

organisation with a response budget of $ 32,000,000. The new agency signed an agreement
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with the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), which is a religious society of Friends

related to the Quakers'?to provide relief in southernPalestine, including the Gaza Strip.

The current geographical boundaries of the Gaza Strip were defined based on the Israel

Egypt armistice agreement signed on 24 February 1949 (Alexander, 2007). The agreement

was based on the position of both forces at the time of the ceasefirdhe land thatremained

under the domination of the Egyptian Armpecame known as the Gaza StripThe Quakers

worked with the Egyptian army to facilitate and provide humanitarian support. The first

Quaker humanitarian worker arrived in December 1948, followed by anothenine workers

coming in early January 1949 with the help of the Egyptian army to cross the Sinai degert

trains and trucks (AFSC, 1951). The following lines are extracts from the Quakers (AFSC)

| JGY! quWaaécecqsct Wsl RgagqUUWRUWNPPNAWWN+FGE ¢ RURUNLWa
information on the refugees' origins and their diversity, and highligimg the initial encounter

between refugees and the relief workers:

wf Ulls ¢l G AWEa2acU0Wqll G A6 W Une NIt WG YH
around the little community of Gaza. In terms of cold statistics, persons
estimated to number 200,000 to 250,000 were stranded in a resourceless
strip of territory twenty-five miles long and five miles wide immediately
behind the lines of a fighting army and superimposed on a local population
of about 80,000. They came from 145 towns and villages ranging in size from
Jaffa and Lydda- some with beautifully familiar Biblical names, Hebron
Jerusalem, Beersheba to tiny places never shown on any map. Many of the
villagers had never seen a Westerner; some of the relief workers were
meeting their first Middle Easterners. Lively curiosity existed on both sides.
Subsequent surveys showed thamnearly 65 per cent of the wage earners

among these refugees were unskilled agricultural workers; nearly half of

12 For more information about the AFSC and the Quakerplease visit:
https://www.quakersintheworld.org/quakers -in-action/217/American-Friends-Service- Committee-AESC
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them were women or children; they were about 90 per cent illiterate, and
the incidence of eye diseases and the infant mortality rate were sorrowfully

GRNG OwWL [ E9AWN®PNALWAIOT b

Refugee settlements were established under precarious aaditions, resulting from the
devastating war that led to the Palestinian catastrophe. The conditions of refuge manifest

q6 W eq WY nWI+FHIGqRY Ul 1J4nd Wae tRaD iNitidly Icréatedltnes 1J W 1J G 1J
refugee biopolitics. Under the state of exception, the humanitarian system was introduced

to Gaza, firstly by the Quakers, torelieve the suffering of displaced Palestinians
depoliticising their cause and reducing their political issue to a humanitarian one (Feldman,

2018; Fassin, 2012).

From these conditions, the refugees' situation dramatically changed during the first few
years of displacement. Refugee numbers gradually increased as they arrived in waves, new
social and political structures and organisations were introduced to the context, and a new
spatial formation evolved in the temporarypermanent refugee settlements. Thus, the
formation of refugee camps had never been a planned process; it wasmdertaken ina rapidly
changing context that did not allow for proper planning by the main organisational actors

such as the UN and the Quakers.

Palestinians displaced in 1948 became refugees under thestate of exceptiont with no
political status. They were dispersed in the Gaza Strip, suffering from exceptional spatial
arrangements, as they initially built makeshift shelters and tents in places that the UN later
developed into recognised camp space. Refugees and the hum&arian organisations
considered the camps as temporary measures, based on the assumption that their refugee
status is temporary and that they would repatriate soon. As | discuss in the following
empirical chapters, the temporary nature of these spaces pesisted, contradicting everyday
practices and the reality ofliving in the camps where refugees created normality in their
protracted temporary living spaces Refugees continued to dwell in their places, while

camps' governing authorities(like local municipalities and the UNRWAJYid not recognise
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q6 It JWHE GGt We t Wmeighbourbodds HhGobritirieditoliphovidk only adhoc
planning interventions when needed, which has reproduced the sense of exceptionality and

temporariness.

Nonetheless, aid and the rapid introduction of humanitarian response provided some relief
for the destitute refugee population. Humanitarian aid personnel who arrived irthe area
between 1948 and 1949 showed solidarity and support. Even at early stages, international
aid workers hired refugees to organise and facilitate the distribution @fid material, creating

economic opportunities for the displaced. The AFSC report states that:

BEYOGWWPMMWACGIUt qRURc Ut Ws W1 WWR¥aGTY! U1 WaV LW
gradually, as responsible leaders emerged from the refugee population,
Palestinians were put in charge of distribution centres, with several centres

under the general supervisionofong¢ | RIJUT t+ b Ws YI t IJ| Owlsel [ E9 ALWN

Relief efforts supported the refugeeslivelihoods, but the first response was mobilisedby the

YI RDRUCUGWHRRQqRANDUY WYnW] ¢A¢OWBNSIWEYHeOW 3t RT IO
refugees' needs, as they donated money, food, clothing, and other necessities. Not only did

they open their homes and allow public buildings to be used fahelter, but women's clubs

provided personnel for milk distribution centers and local doctors provided muckhneeded

OUT RACOWEt t Rt q¢c URIDWB W9 6 NCc G AWLNDPYY AWGHO

Shared and similar cultures, identities, and political struggles contributed to enhancing the
relationship between refugees and norrefugees. Besides the early hostingnd supportfrom
non-refugees to refugees, they gradually established business relationships, social

connections, and friendships. One of the youth refugees told me:

pf W6 ¢ 2 dkflgedlftieviddwho always visits me in the Jabalia refugee
HecO0Ges JWI Wnet JWedoW YRReOGW Rt #I RERUe qRY UL

refugees. We also refuse the stereotypical images that discriminate
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These social and economic conditionscontributed to the human formation ofthe refugee
figure. More specifically, theshared identity and culture contributed to integration between
refugees and nonrefugees in the long run. In addition, support from humanitarian
organisations andrelief workers helped refugeesaccess livelihoods andenabled them to
change their camp space and exercise their impact on the morphology and the spatial
assemblage of the camp at a later stageThis spatial assemblage was initially introduced
2UT Wl Wq6lWO vkt Wl ezallt Als 6RASW Gac UUWI W eUT WHe

camp, resembling a quastmilitary form of planning as a humanitarian tool.

| present the studied camps' formation throughout this chapter as an assemblage to answer

the first research question and highlight the primary socigpatial dynamics during the

H¢ 0 Gt k W N0 IJtheR ¢ompGh@érist of) #ls assemblage interacted in a particular
NUYGYURqRHcC O WHYUqU+qWRAGGYt T WAH! Waqd Wbt q¢ qldWYn
and nonrefugee humans with normative social institutions and structures, humanitarian
organisations, the Egyptian authorities, the camp space with its geogrdyy, and aid

materials that included the shelter materials provided in the refugee camps. This formation

evolved gradually,coming to resemble /b RidR!t 1J 1 L nadtdd Hexpdrieés bf protracted
displacement, as | recently observed through the fieldwork. After providing the detailed

context and conditions of refugee camps formation above, the following two subsections

delve into the details of the social and spatial formation of the refugee camps.

o

Both the social and spatial formatiors are interwoven and mutualy R4 G¢ Raqllaqdé WWHe G
genesis.Urban spaces are socially produced (efebvre, 1991)In other words, the presence

of a specific social dynamic led to a particular spatial implication and vice versa. | provide

separate subsections for each of the social and the spatial, labé&hg particular dynamics

that manifest in the themes and findings from the empirical datahowever, thisdoes not

mean that the social and the spatial are necessarily separated. The first subsection below
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presents the components of the social formation, analysing particular social components of
the initial assemblages of the camp, highlighting the causal structures that were formed and

integrated and had anenduringimpact on the two refugee camps studied in this research.

5.1.1 Thesocial formation
All eight refugee camps in the Gaza Strip were established between the years 1948 and

1954%3, Some of them, like Deir Al Balah, are informally set up by the refugees themselves

in 1948 before being officially established by the UN in the 1950s. Those displaced because
YnlWagé WWNeNYWs ¢l WeUT WqdWWHRYUL Jhue JURDY WYnWaqd U
undesired and unwanted sought selter with non-refugees, and in public spaces. Some of

them, like in Deir Al Balah, built their makeshift shelters and set up tents near the seashores.

In Jabalia, most refugees started taking shelter in the Jabalia refugee camp in the early 1950s.

This is because the UNRWA only constried the first block of the Jabalia refugee camp in

1953, whichmarked the beginning of the temporarypermanent status in the Jabalia refugee

camp (Saleh, 2021).

Before officially establishing refugee camps, refugees were scattered in various shelter
configurations. Some of them found housing by renting from or being hosted by non
refugees(people who were not displaced and had been originally living in Gaz#&) contrast,
others were sheltered in various public buildings, such as mosques, churches, and schools,
in addition to empty British army barracks (Cheal, 1988). Specifically, in Jabalia, and before
the UN shelters were introduced in the camp, many refuges lived and shared houses with
their non-refugee friends and relatives. In the early stages of the exodus, the noafugees
provided swift and generous support to the newcomers, which contributed tthe building of
social ties andthe sense of solidaritybetween the refugees and the nofrefugees. Thus, the

refugees became part of the existing nomefugee norm circles that allowed them to access

13 The historical informationonthe datesY n WH ¢ & Gt k WIJis wpgedidn BiorénadtibhGroma 6 I WO A1 &t W
website (www.UNRWA.org, and the Arabic language website, Encyclopaedia of Palestine Camps
(https://mokhayyam.com/ar), in addition to the data collected and analysed via the semstructured

interviews.
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the needed support, at least from a social perspective, which helped them to rentegrate

and rebuild their lives.

More generally, he Palestinian refugees, although having faced challenging conditions of
displacement, were already part of thebU Yl G ¢ qR2 DLW Y AR ¢-Viad$R2010)pR a2 q R Y
the Arab Palestiniars. Thisallowed them to havecommon ground for integration with the
non-refugees in the Gaza Strip as they both shared, to some extent, similar cultures and the

same political struggles. In addition, some of them who settled with hosting nomefugee

families for a few years, such ashose who moved to the Jahlia refugee camp and were in

Jabalia town and Gaza City, managed to lbeme part of an internal social norm circle where

they built social and economic ties before moving. One of the interviewees from the Jabalia

refugee camp, AbuRaed described to me the early years of the exodus that allowed his

family to reside with the original citizens of Jabalia town. He said:

p~! WHUFGUI RUUBUWY gl qUlT Ws 6 J0WAa! Wne GRAG! Ws ¢t
village W p (Bdmra) during the Palestinian catastrophey FNakba) in 1948.

At the beginning of the Palestinian exodus, my family did not settle

immediately in the Jabalia refugee camp because it was not established

and was not designed for refugees. As | heard from my parents, they had

settled in Jabalia city plEAT>ERBS)a AlBalad), with the original residents

for 5 to 6 years. At that time, the Jabalia refugee camp was not qualifiéat

living in. In 1954, my family moved to live in the Jabalia refugee camp with

¢ttt Rt q¢c UrIWe Ul We RAbLRakdy2020) dntendield®1) A1 w HOLW

In addition to the social ties established with the norrefugees postdisplacement, some
refugees have already established friendships with the original citizens of Gaza City. One of
the refugees I interviewed, AbAyman, whose grandfather was originally from Al Majdal City

b p 1 whi€iFis close to Gaza City, explained to me that:

b oqWaé We!l ! WHANR GalaRttdmhely D Bsdi@ERIMyA ¢ G 191 q RUR ¢

grandfather headed to Al Zaytoorg m hare@ l@FGaza City. Some other
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refugees moved to places where the original Gazan citizens used to live,
like the Al Tuffalm fF delghBdurhood besides the Al Zaytoon area. The Gaza
citizens were living in gathered communities, and they welcomed the
refugees. They (refugees and nerefugees) lived together and kept each

Va6l ki WiabwAghat) 20_010hEview02)

It was evident thatthe Palestinian refugees in the Gaza Strip could access the same political

and social rights as the original citizens (Al Hussai& Bocco, 2009). Bth refugees and non

| Jne NPt WRUWgq6 W] ¢A¢c WEq! RGLW 6¢l UI W6 W ¢ JWGY
YnWR+EFAUVGqRYUwWHA! WA IR UdaterminatibR Hrd lstajehdddl Hawevérg W a Y LW ¢
refugee conditions were more appalling because theypad been forced to flee their homes

and suffered from exceptional spatial arrangements ? 1 ¢ 5 RUNW YULW Al RaqRHC O
ontological perspectives, one can see that sharing the same identity and struggle made the
Palestinian refugees part of tle same political and, to a lesser extent, social normative
institutions and norm circle as the indigenous Gazan citizens. Utilising this ontological
perspective allows us to recognise the intersection between refugees and nomefugee

social structures, and the associated causal mechanisms as provided in the discussioand

conclusion sections.

Although they shared the same political struggle and overall exceptional conditions with
non-refugees, refugees facedfurther exceptional circumstances resulting from the loss

associated with displacement and temporary spatial arrangement for living in the camps,

which were designed and managed by the UN to shelter the displaced temporarily. Thus,
refugees have been dealing with the exceptions and limitations restihg from camp spatial
arrangement, negotiating their everyday lives and practices to createfa Y| qWYn wWmsUY ! G

living.

As shown above the interviewees assert that the Jabalia camp was formed and established
in 1954, almost six years after the exodusWhen refugees settled at the camp, they

maintained ties and connections with the nonrefugees who had hosted them before the

159



camp's establishment. Thus, they had supportie norm circles (of non-refugee friends with

whom refugees shared social connections)that helped them get social and economic
support from people outside the camp. AbuFadi, a nonrefugee from Jabalia town who works
at the Jabalia municipality, explained to me the support nomefugees provided for refugees

in the early days of the displacement. He said:

wp BHYI T RUNDWqYWYel WNI ¢UT Gel DUqt SWRUWq6 W G
refugees) had a good relationship. At the beginning of the exodus, the ron

refugees welcomed the refugees into their houses after they were expelled

from their land. When the Jabalia refuge camp was established, the

| Ina NIt Wad Y200 WaVY Wi RBUFAARA021 dnéetdis 0N 2 NIJ I WHE G C

Thus, the social assemblage that existed in the Gaza Strip at the early stages of the exodus
before the official establishment ofcamps like Jabaliawas in favour of the refugees' cause
Refugees were not abandoned in their early days of the ordeand thisplayed a positive role
afterwards in fostering their access to services and support and enabled them tme part of
the social normative institutions of nonrefugees. Abu Ahmed, from Jabalia camp, who lived

through the exodus, told me how the refugees wersupported and lived with norrefugees:

BN 6 13 liefliyeds who were living in the Jabalia village had hosted us and
we lived with them for a few months. Then we moved to some of the non
refugee farms and we built houses and lived there for almost a year. After
that, the UNRWA has establishedlukkat (Camp Blocks) A and B in
the AlJoron area in the camp, and it built houses for the refugees. We
moved from the farms of the norrefugees to live in these houses, which

5 11 JWHz2 RO a WAL dRimdd 12021 Antervie@rd 1)

However,the research revealedsome differences between the eight camps in the Gaza Strip
regarding the ability of refugees to forge social connections, gain support, antater on,
integrate. These differences arose from the initial spatial arrangements for displacement.

Those refugees, like those in Jabalia camp, who stayed with ngefugee friends and
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relatives for a few years, formed social intimacy and economic interactions with the noen
refugee community. This continued during the later years of displacemenConversely, n
Deir Al Balah camp, refugees settled immediately in 1948 on the beachsing tents and
makeshift shelters they had built. They did not immediately integrate with the hosting

community, which has created boundaries between refugees and nenefugees.

This initial limited social integration in Deir Al Balah camp was also a result of a particular
geographical assemblage related to the camp's location. The refugees settled in a remote
area adjacent to the beach, apart from the town of Deir Al Balah, thusniting interactions
between refugees and nornrefugees. While doindieldwork in the Deir Al Balah refugee
camp, | met with AbuBasil, whose parents were displaced in 1948 and settled in Deir Al
Balah. He lived most of his life in the camp, and when | matm, he was just moving tca new
house just a few hundred metres away from the camp. He told us about the refugemn-

refugee relationship in Deir Al Balahas he said:

BNEUWI!I WaeqRYULt 6RGH WceUT WHYUUWHqRYUL WHWgs I
refugees in the Deir ABalah city have never been healthy or proper. The

non-refugees look down on the refugees and consider them strangers. Even

after 73 years, this look and attitude stillexists. There are agricultural

pieces of land that separate between the Deir ABalah refugee camp and

the Deir AlBalah city. They separate the refugees and the nemrefugees.

Refugees and norrefugees go to the same high schools; however, their

connections are limited to schools. This phenomenon is not familiar in

other refugee camps.In Khan Younis and Rafah, the refugees and non

refugees live in harmony. The refugee camps in other areas were

established very close to the original towns and cities. The Deir Al Balah

refugee camp was built in a remote area separated from the city by

agricultural land. Social connections, such as marriage between the

refugees and nonrefugees,are limited inthe Deir AI7 ¢ G ¢ 6 WI Inea NDIJIJWHCE 0 GIC

(AbuBasil, 2021, Interview 13).
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Nonetheless, there is almost a consensusamong participants that differences between
refugees and nonrefugees have gradually vanished throughout time. Refugees and non
refugees shared the same cultural and political identities, the same struggle, and some of
them had pre-existing relations, which helped refugeedo gradually integrate One of the

Palestinian INGO workers who has daily interactions in refugee camps told me:

/b GOWARRI A2Gt qc UHUY Wa6cqWad JWGUIYGHWIWY nlaé6 1J
such as the occupation, blockade, and Israeli attacks, have made the

people of the Gaza Strip a homogeneous people. There are no differences

between refugees and norarefugees. This isan important factor that may

HIoWl Jdeqldl WaVY We tAmady2021] Infeeviewd0Pz It q RY Ut w Wbl

This shared struggle and social homogeneity between the hosting and the displaced allowed
for differences to fade and for refugees to establish social relations with nerefugees. Abu
Samy, a refugee from Deir Al Balah refugee camp, told me how these diffaces vanished

throughout time as he said:

pf U6 DWGet qAWaqd6 3l DWs ¢t Wt gl -efugedd.a I 0 q WHII s |
Nowadays, all social distinctions between the refugees and nomefugees

have disappeared. They have social connections and relationships for

marriage...all social differences between he refugees and norrefugees

have vanished. We are all Palestinians living in an occupied country. Ak{u

Samy, 2021, Interview 1%

In general, the predisplacement social and economic relationship between refugees and
non-refugees created grounds for support and integration, which helped refugees access
support and resources when they were displaced Furthermore, postdisplacement,
refugees who stayed for longer periods with nomefugees also managed to foster their
socio-economic relationship and become close to nonrefugees' normecircles. In addition
to the pre-displacement relationship and the socid connections that were formed afer the

displacement, the proximity of the geographical location of the camp to the noigamp areas
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was a substantial factor that allowed or hindered the establishment of social ties between

refugees and nonrefugees.

Socio-spatial dynamics are linked and interwoven.The social formation of the studied
camps involved the existence of shared norm circles and normative social institutions
between refugees and norrefugees. Thesupport from non-refugees and theearly presence
of humanitarian aid helped refugees recover their normsAs discussed above, the spatial
assemblage in the studied camps hasalso influenced the social formation. Thisincluded
the selection of a particular geographical location of the camp, the proximity to the nen
refugee community,and the temporary hosting arrangements before the camp was officially
set up, all of whichhave contributed to the level of social interactions between the displaced
and the host. In the following subsection, build on the above discussion with more focus
on the spatial assemblage and its impacts during the formation of the refugee camps.
discuss how thespatial dynamics impacted the social structures in the camps, particularly
the organisation of | 13'n 2 I3h&ketsKkBy looking at the geographical location of the two
studied camps and the original layout and structure of the individual shelters distributed
and built, this thesis suggests that the spatial genesis is an integral part of the formation
story that inevitably impacted the way the camps have socially, spatially, and economically

evolved.

5.1.2 The spatial formation
The geographical location of refugee camps is one of the essential and salient aspects of

the spatial assemblage and the formation of the camp spaces. The geographical location
played an important role in defining the camp's future and connections withints urban
surroundings. The two studied camps in this thesis have different features in their
geographical location. The Jabalia refugee camp has a central location close to the North
governorate towns and Gaza City. The Deir Al Balah refugee camp is loaghtan the seashore
of the Middle area governorate, east of the city of Deir Al BalalMap 5.3 belowhighlights

these differences in the location(the two camps are marked inside red circles)
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The findings from the interviews and documents analysed, as well as the prolonged field
observations | conducted for this study, show that the development of the functionality of

the camp space from being only a marginal shelter for refugees to introducingade,

Pl 2 RAEDE ARG WinlleH Fadie gt WY nWd RMIWWRY WRUNdGe JURDT W
geographical location. Findings from both studied camps clearly demonstrate this. On the

one hand, the Jabalia refugee camp received advantages from its ggaphical location,

whiché ¢t WHYUq!l RHz2 qUT WaqYWaqsdWW2YadeqRYUW YnlW qé6 LW

economic interactions, and transport with the surrounding areas.

Mediterranean sea

Map 5.3 Map of the Gaza Strip showing eight refuget
camps (in red) highlighting the Jabalia and Deir Al Bal
refugee camp location (red circle)
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The Jabalia camp is in the middle of some urban centres in the North of the Gaza governorate
and on a transport route between the Northern communities and the central city of Gaza.
So, commuters between northern towns and Gaza Citlyave topass by or stop at the centre

of the Jabalia refugee camp. This has created a need to establish roads that serve this
functionality and allow people outside the camp to access it frequently as part of their usual
routine. Such movement also allowed for eonomic interactions between refugees and non

refugees inside the camp. AbtAymanfrom the Jabalia camp described this to me:

/b -Toans Street is very crowded and considered one of the most vital

streets in the northern area of the Gaza Strip. When people living in Beit

Hanoun or Beit Lahia return home from Gaza City, they have to cross Al

Trans Street, which has centralised thdabalia refugee camp. Also, farmers

and merchants from the surrounding areas head to the main market of the

Jabalia refugee camp to sell their crops and goods. Citizens who live in
SCHCUORcW YsUqYslallmsSaAORRBEINCE Re We Ul W7 DR q Wc
buy theirshoppinge UT WNIT YHIJI RIJt Wn! YO Waqdé J@Buc | t Jaq WY n Wag
Ayman, 2021, Interview 02)
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Photo 5.1 shows AlTrans Street, considered one of the main transport routes in the

north of the Gaza Strip.

Photo 5.1 The main road of the Jabalia Camp (Al Trans St.) spans from north to south, connecting
Lahia town with Jabalia Camp and then to Gaza City.

Photo taken at the northern part othe Jabalia @amp on 15 October 2021

On the other hand, the Deir Al Balah refugee camp was remote and situated at the seashore
in the western part of the Middlearea governorate. This geographical location isolated the
camp from its surroundings as routes and access to roads in the camp were and still are
mainly used by refugees who live in the camp. Such a situatiomas not helpful foreconomic
development and did not promote interactions between refugees and the noerefugee
community, especially at the early stages of the exodus. AbBasil from the Deir Al Balah

refugeecamp told us during the interview:
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/BN 6 13 W 2BalRN réfugde camp was established on mounds of sand.
These mounds were bush areas that have been rehabilitated to build the
Deir AlBalah refugee camp. The Deir ABalah refugee camp has become
isolated and trapped in agricultural areas. Thifias created a gap between
the refugees and nonrefugees. There was only one road, not paved, that
GRUt UT Waq 6 UWH¢ ABIRasiR2P1LILq 6 1J WHR q! O LW

Thus, the selection of the camp's location at its initial setup stage contributed to the
circumstances that evolved later and played a substantial role in shaping the future of the

refugee camp in the prolonged displacement context.

Another critical dimension of the spatial formationof refugee camps in Gazas the initial

Gc! YeqWeUT Wq6WWT Rt ql RAzqRYUW YnWt 60Gql + W ¢ ql
establishment. As space and as a social life, the camp RT WUY qW W+ Rt qllag VY WHAHIL
settlement. It was primarily introduced as an assemblage of tents amud-brick units with a

layout that was mainly intended to provide shelters as temporary measures of protection

cUT WRYUqec RUGUWUqWe UT 131 HlThe UNBWA adpsigndd Landgi Lout thét 1 Gaq R Y |
shelters, and the construction was coordinated with the Egyptian authorities that governed

the Gaza Strip between 1948 and 1967. For instance, in the Jabalia refugee camp, UNRWA

started setting up the first shelter block in 1953 on common langreviously used for storing

seasonal crops (Saleh, 2020). The UNRWA, as a humanitarian organisation, introduced a
guasi-military layout for the shelters. This layout comprises blocks of shelters, more

expansive open spaces, common UN facilities, and shaie toilets and kitchens for each

block. Specifically, according to Saleh (2020), the camp was divided into zones with a zone

for schools, another for the UNRWA compound, a marketplace, and a block of shelters

This gouping of blocks of shelters was coupled with the UNRWA policy to allow
homogeneous extended groups of refugees who belong to the same extended family, clan,
or village to settle together in the same block or street in the refugee camp. This action has

had spatial and social consequences. Spatially, the roads with those from a particular town
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or village were named after that origin, marked with these groups' identities, and acted as a
memorial for the exodus and the old towns. AbiRaedfrom the Jabalia refugee camp told us

during the interview:

pOUqROGWOYs AWt YGUW ql WWqt WRUt RT DWa6 WWs ¢ HE O R
the placel 3na NIt Ws 1 PWP+FGUGGWT Wnl YujHpLE tVe KR # ¢ G
Fagl DWqWRY WOeGWT Wenagldl W O WE~TCETH MrdsdF9 Ra ! OW[ 2 |
sct WUcCGUT Wenaqlll Wmwe Ys TUwW2RAGGeNIWe Ol Wt Ywyd
rooms built by the UNRWA with roofs made of corrugated steel panels

/b R U@ Raed 2011, Interview 01)

Despite the hardship and misery the refugees faced in the early years of the exodus, their
homogeneousspatial grouping promoted a positive social impact through the recreation of
NMPIPGRUOUNDE WYNWHPYGYUNRUNWeUT WRUqRGeH! WeavYUNWab1J
camp space. Refugeesfrom a particular village preserved their original norms socially and

spatially by settling in the same place. This has allowed for stronger solidarity among refugee

communities and promoted their selfesteem and collective agency.

In addition, the elderly and community notables, like Mukhtarg p f dordributed to bringing

refugees together. Abu Jamal from the Jabalia camp explained that:

B oqllagdé IWAINRUUR UNaKE), nreflige@dIfitbin) én¥ brigih W b1
used to live together. Although nowadays this does not exist anymore,

and many people left the camps and lived in nearby housing projects and

areas. In these new housing areas, you camiil refugees from different

villages. Previously, the notables and elderly Mukhtars of each area or

family used to bring the refugees close together. The UNRWA and the
Egyptian government were dealing with those Mukhtars who had
influence and respect amongrefugees inq 6 Y 1 1J LU qARul JamaDms LU
2021, Interview 12)
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Anthropologists and planners noted earlier the connection between social networks and

spatial development, whereby the poor and refugees develop their space utilising kinship

and social connections (Peattie, 1968; Fawaz, 2007)Peattie (1968, 1990) emphasised the

ROGY!I qe¢ UrRDWYnWaUT It q¢ Ul RUNWq6 13t JWt YHRREe O W ql 2
hidden social structures that define a place. The findings of this thesis confirm the
importance of social ties and kinship that shape the earlier microcosms for refugees and

their later development. Refugees established their settlements accordingto clusters

| JndDHqRUNDWqSEWRI WY!I RNRUt We UOT Wl BaéeqRYUL allmt 2t c
| Jad¢cqRYUt WeUT WRFHEcUNIt W6 cqldl 3OT 131 T We Wl Uner
broader investment in networks of information and exchange about \itd WU T + wllbi[ ¢ 5
2017, p. 104).

One of the interviewees for this researchivas a prominent community leader andwomen's

activist from the Jabalia refugee campShe left the camp and lived in Gaz&ity many years
CNYAWHz qWt 6 JWaqVYaTl WG WWaé6 ¢ aqllt 6 1IWE G5 ¢! tald @WRBFl LWa Y
She explained that the camp provides her with a sense of pride, belonging, and intimacy, as

she said:

N6 WWs ¢ HEGRE WHEe O GWRY WEeUWRGAGGY! qe UqIGa ¢ AIJWN
lives that has affected every single detail of my life. | always call myself

b7 1JAI tylukhaic O a1 HiBK(®E daughter of the camp). Many brilliant

influencers in the Gaza Strip society were born and raised in the Jabalia

refugee camp. The refugees of the Jabalia refugee camp have good social

connections among them. Two days ago, | visited the Jabatefugeecamp;

the neighbours were so welcoming in a way that made me feel the al

intimacy of the camp. | love the good vibes of the Jabalr@fugee camp. |

csc!t WiRY 1t Wad6 IJWURH I (Hatiopd, 30R1Grde/lewJaBR U LWa 6 I WH ¢ G
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Such social intimacywas fostered spatially through the initial setup of shelters in the camp.
Refugeerelated families were grouped together, allowing them to recover pre

displacement social relations and norms.

O Al ktWelT wsyYHW 600 ql WRUqWI 200 0qRYUt Ws 131 JWn Y
evolution of the refugee camps across the region. In 1955, UNRWA shifted its shelter
strategy from an ad hoc approach to a formalised shelter programme (Berg014). The

primary goal was to transition refugees from tents to more adequate and permanent
structures, a process largely completed by 1959. The standardised model provided families

with a small hut on a larger plot, which they could expand and add to as thaiircumstances

permitted (Berg, 2014). Residents typically added essential amenities, such as kitchens,

latrines, and boundary walls, as their resources allowed.

O Al kit WH6WIqUl WGl YNI ¢tielp bifiativEsil ddotiding atarfest ddd W+ 1Jd n
materials to encourage residents to construct, though implementation varied by region.

While UNRWA contractors handled most construction in the West Bank, East Bank, and

Gaza, refugees in Lebanon and Syria largely built their own homes using ageymyvided

| YYNnRUDWOGCEcqUI ReGt WeUT WHet sWNI ¢cUqt W71 DAW =M
establishment of camps focused on utilising planning principles to ensure low population

density and improved hygiene, with specific zones for housing, infrastructure, and public

services, connected by a structured road network.

In the 1950s, the shelter programme at UNRWMas developed in response to the need to

replace tenets that emphasised the temporary nature of the refugee problem, whidad led

to inadequate longerterm planning and the use of low construction standards (Berg, 2014).

In the decadesfollowing the 1950s, UNRWA shelter assistance and constructioremained

under the temporary relief programmd 2 JWaq Y Waq 6 JWaql &G GY!l ¢ ! WU¢aqel LW
the limited funding, and most importantly, the political demand from the Arab nations and

the PLO to keep camps temporary to safeguard the right to return (Berg, 201he UNRWA
TUWGUUT T WYOWG6Yt quwrY2Uq!l Rt Wl WNedc¢caqRYUL We UT Wi
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(Berg, 2020). These authorities have been fragmented, as | discuss in the nelapter, in
relation to the context of the Gaza Strip. Sucla situation entailed exercising ad hoc
infrastructure interventions as the UNRWA and the hosting authorities maintained the

temporary space through their improvised actions in the camps (Oesch, 2020).

The setup and the material used to build the spatial assemblage of the camp space did not

Hecaqlll WgYW InenNJI3t «k WOWIT + IOWNGS WWa! GUWY nWt 6 130 aqldl |
not consider the social and cultural demands of the refugee populationThese houses were

considered substandard by the refugees who mostly lived in their own towns and villages

before the 1948 war, enjoying their private, spacious homes and land.

By contrast, the UNRWA gveeach refugee family a plot of land in areas ranging between 80
m? and 100 nt to build one core unit,composed of a room of 12 n%, with a sanitary unit
attached to it (Rueff & Viaro, 2010). Smabized families received one core unit, while larger
ones with family sizes exceeding six members received two core units. These units were
built of cement and bricks with roofings made fromasbestos or corrugated tin (Marx, 1992;
Rueff & Viaro, 2010). Additional floors were not initiallpermitted to mark the temporary
nature of houses in refugee camps. These units were small and did not cater for the social
and everyday living needs, as | discuss in the next section. The issue with the initial shelters
has been the same in all the Palestinian refugee camps in the Gaza Strifhus, the refugees
started to provisionally recreate and redesign their shelters whenever possible. The
refugees carried out their improvised expansion and improvements while living in the

Gel ¢T Y¥#RHC O W dnfpddaiydGaIIl Y ¢ Widgd)id bty Ra e ¢ q RY U OLW

In general,this section presented and discussed the sociespatial formation of the studied
camps, showing the interwoven impacts between the social and spatial structures. The
section showed that the initial setup and formation of the camp space play a significant l®
in shapingthe socio-spatial evolution and futuredevelopment. In the next section, | present
and discuss this improvised evolution of the studied camps, highlighting the mutual

influences of various causal factors of the identified sociesocial components.
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5.2 Evolution of camps and the State of Paradox

5.2.1 The shape of refugee camps

| begin this section withsome reflections on the process of learning about the changing
nature and evolution of the refugee camps under studyhrough my initial field visits and
observations. During my life in Gaza] frequently visited refugee camps. These visits were
for my work in the humanitarian sector, shopping, meeting with friends, and accessing the
UNRWA and public services. In 2021, and during my fieldwork for this research, | conducted
multiple visits!* to the Jabalia and Deir Al Balah refugee camps. This time, my visits were
different, with the eye of the researcher, trying tainderstand and analysethe campscape
(the apparent shape of its buildings and streetsand spot similarities and differences within

the camp itself, between the camps, and between the camp and the nenamp areas.

| conducted one of the visits before to collect data in the Jabalia refugee cangm 15"
February 2021. On that visit, | walked the street connecting Beit Lahia town in the North of
Gaza with the Jabalia refugee camp. Once in the camp, | roamed the main market streets to
observe the buildings, roads, and economic activities. | also visited thé®eir Al Balah
Refugee Camp on 20 February 2021. This visit was via a drive n¢ A inin dahstal road
adjacent to the camp, where | observed the front road on the seashore. Then, | headed east
to meet a friend at the eastern entrance of the campwho would show me around. We went
for a walk in the main market area, around the UNRWA facilities, and across different roads

and narrow alleys connecting the camp's neighbourhoods (house blocks).

Through observations from these visits andubsequent ones, one can argue that these
Hc O GH AWY ! We qWa et quWGe | qt-GUR th 10ks 8 WG TA LS 16 12 YOAUDSE LY @ 2 1L

similar to the rest of the cities in the Gaza Strip. Higher buildingand diverse economic

4 These field visits to Jabalia and Deir Al Balah refugee camps in the Gaza Strip took place between February
and October 2021. Thus, theampscape and morphology described here are based on my observations during
these visits. This picture of the camps presented here has changed because of the massive destruction and
displacement that started in the October 2023 war.n the conclusion chapter, Chapter Eight, | briefly describe
and analyse these changes, probe the possible future of the camp, and highlight the lessons that should be
learned from this study to be considered in future planning for the refugee camps.
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activities, such as trade and services, were established. In Jabalia, transport routes to and
from the camps were more accessible, withhumerous taxis operating The heavy presence
of UN facilities was familiar in the campsyanging from schools and clinics to the blue UN
colour garbage containers. Aso, many incomplete buildings and houses stood around the
refugee camps' different areas, marking the improvisational development practices. What
was unique about thescenery of the camp, as compared to surrounding norcamp areas,
was that thedifferences between the adjacent buildings in the camps were stark, as one can
spot poor asbestos roofing houses next to a mukstory building. Everything seemed

improvised.

The evolution of buildings and infrastructure in the camps' spaces continued gradually via
negotiations between the refugeeneeds q Y WH | 1J¢ q 1 W q 6 ldrd thé RAPArarlt G¢ H1J
nature and restrictions imposed on the campc¢ t W ¢ W /o Ypheekd A8 kefudbes

recovered their socioeconomic structures, they started tore-appropriate their space and

create normality in their camps. They expanded and developed their individual shelters, and

also expanded to areas adjacent to the original camp space, in a practicef @ontinued

spatial evolution. AbuHasan, a previous resident of the Jabalia refugee camp, explained to

me the main stages of the spatial evolution of the camp spaceas he said:

mNGIWE Yet Ut WRUWs ¢cHEOGREWREOGWs I IWT W32130YGII
then asbestos, based on the income level of each individual. In addition,

the construction of houses from concrete appeared with the beginning of

the first Intifadah, not only in the camp but also in its surroundings. That is,

the construction in the camps was in two locations. The first is internal

development. It was very simple, such as buildingvith zinc and asbestos

or building only one small room from concrete until the firstintifadah.

Second, development in the camp’'s surroundings. Some lands were

purchased by refugees in the areas surrounding the camp, such as the Tal

Al Zaatar area and other areas that contained lands for sale, and houses

were built on them from concrete. This develpment appeared among the
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merchant class or among young people who went to work abroad. The
urban development occurred outside the camp in its surroundings and not
inside it, for the reasons | mentioned. In addition to that, the Israeli
occupation prevented the construction of houses from concrete and urban

development in the camp to secure its army camps.

This situation continued in the camp until the Palestinian National Authority
came to the Gaza Strip in 1994995, after which people began to develop
themselves, that is, the owners of the houses inside the camp tried to
expand them and increase the numbe of their floors. After that, what
created a stark change and major shift in construction was the investors
and traders from outside the camps who came to the camp. Because of the
vibrant market and commercial value of the camp, businesspeople came
from outside the camp. They chose camp houses in vital places and public
streets overlooking the commercial markets, then they bought them from
their owners at exorbitant prices and built their buildings and businesses.
However, this did not positively impact lie in the camp from the inside. The
outskirts and main streets became lined with high buildings, but the inner
roads remained as they were, narrow, and the houses were simple and
t 0 ¢ (Abuds$an, 2021, Interview 09).

The built environment in the refugee camps has been influenced by the initial formation of
the space and its subsequent evolution. As the initial shelters provided by the UN did not
adequately address the social and living needs, refugees provisionally eapded their
houses, using temporary building materials and practices. Thosevith higher incomes
expanded vertically by constructing additional floors made ofconcrete. However, the
practice of shelter expansion was limited due to the restrictions imposed by the Israeli
authorities, which forced people with better income from remittances and trade to expand
beyond the camp's boundaries, buying land and building more permanent houses. Refugees

inside the camp expanded their shelters vertically after they had consumed the spaces
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available for horizontal expansion.The process was gradual ashey built room by room

based on their financial capacity.

In the Jabalia refugee camp, the economic viability of the camp space became an incentive
for investors who benefited from the camp's high density and unique geographical location.
This has been fostered by the enhanced income of the refugee population wharked in
Israel, those who wereemployed by the PNA, and those who were educated and worked in
the Gulf countries. Thus, the rapid transformation of the built environment and
infrastructure resulted from the social needs of refugeestheir financial capacity, and the
economic viability created in the refugee space. However, the organisation and expansion
of the buildings was not managed or controlled by the UNRW#r the local authorities,
leaving thespatial evolution of the spaceto the desire of refugees and the customary rules
enacted by refugee committees. The followingphotos are from theJabalia refugee camp,
where there were lots of unfinished buildings Fhoto 5.2) and conjoined buildings with
various heights and finishes Photo 5.3). | present and discuss the issue of camp space

governance in more detail in the following empirical chapterChapter Six.

Photo 5.2 East West market road in Jabalia refugee camp with unfinished buildings.

Photo taken by the researcher on 15ebruary2021
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Photo 5.3 North-South market road in Jabalia refugee camp with conjoined
buildings of different heights and finishes.

Photo taken by the researcher on 1&ebruary2021

Deir Al Balah camp has had fewer commercial activities due to its relatively disconnected
location and the smaller population size. The camp has fewer muhstory buildings, as
it generally did not evolve much compared to Jabalia and other camps in the Gaza Strip.

Photo 5.4 shows the entrance of the mainrmarket street in Deir Al Balah Camp.
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Photo 5.4 The main market street in Deir Al Balah Refugee Camp.

Photo taken by the researcher on 26ebruary2021

In Deir Al Balahcamp, refugees can only buy their necessary food and clothes from the
shops in the camp. However, there aresery fewrestaurants and clothes shops, and no
places for leisure, as well asno electronics stores, etc. They can get such things fronthe
Deir Al Balah city shops if needed. There are minimal commercial activities and services in
the Deir Al Balah refugee campConversely, Jabalia camp has all these divers amenities
and is a central economic place and transport link for the north governorate of the Gaza
Strip. When 1 visited the Deir Al Balah camp in February 2021 for this research, | walked with
a friend towards the housing blocks. The roads got narrower as we moved away from the
market and the services areaPhotos 5.5 and 5.6 below show narrower roads and poorer

refugee houses in the Deir Al Balah refugee camp.
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Photo5.5A Y ¢ T OA I qs 313U O6 Y Photo 5.6 The Road gets narrower between

Deir Al Balah refugee camp. houses in the Deir Al Balah refugee camp
Photo taken by the researcher on 26ebruary Photo taken by the researcher on 26ebruary
2021 2021

The divergent aesthetic of the refugee camps reflected a contradictory reality, partially

evolved and partially stuck in time and space. Everything has genuinely been creajechile

at the same timebeing a consequence of exceptionatf Y UT Rq RY Ut WI It 2dqRUN Wt
YnWl+EHUWGqRYUwOW9 ¢ G Gt Ws I Wt GeH#IIE Wi 3t RNUWUJT Wa VL
permanent reality for refugees. Such a contradiairy reality was more manifest in Jabalia as

poor camp internal alleys with devastated infrastructure are interwoven witka booming

number of higher buildings and fancy commercial shops. Parts of the refugee campsve
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J2Yd2101 aWl 13+ 13 R deludd of thérladjhesrtRowhs and cities(Agier, 2011;

Sanyal, 2012 Ramadan, 2013; Saleh, 2020y espite being a temporary spatial arrangement

managed by the UN. Under the prolonged displacement, the spectacle and functionality of
permanence emerged with the development of houses and roads. However, they still looked

different from other areas in theGaza Strip. The camps are more crowded, their streets are

narrower, and there is a stark difference between the poorrez R 1JIJt kK Wt 2 At q¢ U1 ¢ 1 1

that exist next to highrise and welkinished buildings in the same neighbourhood.

One field visit | conducted was to observe the internal alleys of the Jabalia refugee camp and
spot differences between the camp and the norcamp urban areas. It was on 13 March 2021
when | drove from my home in Beit Hanoun through the main road connecting Beit Hanoun
(the northern part of the Gaza Strip) with Beit Lahia and then towards the Jabalia CarAg.l
got closer to the camp, passing by the housing projects built to expand the roads became
narrower. Parts of the roads closer to the camp wereomposed of one roadway for cars
driving in both directions. More shopswere on both sides of the road, and more people
passed by using these roads. Buildings beame closer to each other, smaller in area but
higher, with more floors. One can notice the increasg economic activities when
approaching the campviathis main road. The camp's central areas hdamore shops on both
sides of the road, more pedestrians, and more vehicles. Buildings beme packed and
higher compared with the noncamp adjacent regions. The functionality of the space
diversified, including not only houses and flats for refugees. There were many signs for
Hzt ROIDH T It WY n nRHEDY dllgl ¢ RURUNDWHWDUGq! It AWAHDC 2 q!
exchanges, restaurants, etc The Jabalia refugee camp resembled many features tife city

centres of the main cities in the Gaza Strip

It was apparent to me that the outskirtsand wider roads aroundthe shelter blocks of the
Jabalia camp have some similarities with the noitamp urban areas. Nonetheless, the
outskirts of the camp are denser and contain more buildings and peoplayith more vibrant
economic and social activities compared with the noncamp areas. In addition, camp roads,

even the wide ones, are narrower than their counterparts inon-camp regions such as the
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adjacent towns and city centres like Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun in the north and Deir Al

Balah city in theMiddle¢ | 1J¢ FOWN G IJ1 JWRY We W We 2! WGl 3t JUHJIWY n L
as clinics, schools, food distribution centres, and social services centres, that erve

refugees in and outside the camp. Thisneant that refugees outside the campfrequently

commute to the camp to access these services. This contributed to the emergence of an

active marketplace in the Jabalia camp area and gradually made the camp a transport hub

for the surrounding areas.

The spatial impact of the presence of the UN services centres in the camp is similar to the
impact of having governmental facilities in any city¢creating active movement from and to
these centres to access their services. Thus, the Jabalia camp became the service centre
for the north, providing social, educational, and health services for the refugees from nen
camp areas in the north governorateThisis one of the many impacts of the presence of
humanitarian actors in the camp discussed further in Chapter Six.Photo 5.7 shows a
panoramic view of the camp centre from the western side. The blue buildings are the
O Ai facilities.

Photo taken by the researcher on 18larch 2021

However, from the inside, the camp's internal streets between refugee houseblocks,
located not far from the wider developed roadgust behind the blue buildings and the multi

story buildings, still representa spatialisation of poverty and misery. Aorm constructed by
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very narrow alleys, packed with houses with asbestos and corrugated roofs, covered by
nylon sheets to prevent water leaks, withirregular, non-systematic shapes. | took the
following photos (5.8 &5.9) in March 2021, when | walked between the different house

blocks to observe the built environment of the Jabalia refugee camp.

Photo 5.8 Narrow alleys between house: Photo 5.9 Narrow alleys between houses
in Jabalia refugee camp. in Jabalia refugee camp.

Photos taken by the researcher on 18larch 2021

These conditions concur withBadawyet. al.'s (2016)findings, which suggested thataround

half of the refugee houses inside the refugee camps of the Gaza Strip are in miserable

conditions. They stated that

wpf UW] ¢AcAWe UWe 201 ¢NUWYNWANOWGY! WHIUqWYn WHE
conditions. Walls of refugee shelters are mostly structurally unsafe, poorly

insulated and not waterproof. Roofs are frequently irreparable and
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consequently in need of replacement. Ventilation is inadequate, and
shelters are damp and musty, cold in winter and hot in summer. Many
families are crowded into too few rooms, and most of the roads are narrow,

RUcCHAIDL T RAG VW bILROIBIpRER)L W7 ¢ T ¢ 5! W

Thereis a socio-spatial paradox within the camp itself, especially the Jabalia camDespite
the spatial differences between the camp and norcamp areas, parts of the refugee camps
AHIHEC O U REReA W 1J1 1JG H O e Mumdtionalitllofithed Malddusk adjacent
cities. This functionality wasmore evident in Jabaligthan in Deir Al Balah due to its smaller
size and remote location, as well as its population characteristics, which meant that
residents did not fully integrate with nonrefugees from the adjacent Deir Al Balah city, as

highlighted in the previous section.

Nevertheless, in addition to the social and economic differences that evolved among the

refugees, therewas a paradox in the shape of the buildings and streets that showed stark
TRnnI BURDY WHNqs DWUW g6 JWHECAGGK WGERUWI YETt We!
subsection, | analyse research findings (interviews and observationg to identify the

emergent properties/causal powers of certain normative social institutions and

YI DEURt ¢ qRYUY W6 ¢ qWRUNGe WORDT Waqdé JWHI BateeRY UWe U
temporary-permanent reality.

5.2.2 The State of Paradox
In Chapter TwoA Wl f W GI1 3t WOqWUT WeUT WT Rt Aett T W6 JWHYUH

t RogecqRYUwWcec Ul WwéedcURqcecl ReUWHYUT RgRYUwlWbi[ JGIT
displacement oscillate between these periods. This oscillation influenced the ongoing

formation and causation (Rutzou & EldeiVass, 2019) of theH ¢ (I Gbcio-Hpatial structures

throughout periods of fragility and fluidity, as well as periods of relative stability and
emergence of causal powers. Such a situation is initially triggered likie introduction of the

juridico-GY I RaqRAC O Wt qc qlUWYNnWUFHIGqRY U W birefiyéed A0 A LW
camps and their associated spaces Refugees'practices aqq Y WH1 1J¢ qJWaqdé IR Wi R

Nl ¢Tecaa! WHRG6¢UNRUNW qand Bhallkhgsng id 16 ) WR2HN UHIJE @ 110 wl +
182



dictated by the various authorities and the humanitarian system, haviargely influencedthe
conditions in the camps and contributed tothe alternation between conflicting statuses.
This alternation between the temporary and permanent, fluid and stable, formation and
causation created the current paradoxical morphology of refugee camp spaces. | argue
throughout this thesis that the morphology and the lived experiences of the refugee camps
under prolonged displacement represent arbt q) ¢ q 1J WY 'n Uhder thig stalé sf paadox,
the initial exceptional conditions continue either via political, legal, or spatial arrangements
and at the same time, refugees, aid organisations, and community staiures re-create

sorts of normaility.

The state of paradox is not a temporary situation that can be seen as abnormal in the lives
of the camps. Instead, lives and conditions in the camps under protracted displacemerdre
formed andunderstood viaour realisation of this state. It is a manifestation of accumulated
socio-spatial contradictions that mutually reproduce one another and contribute to

uncertainty and precarious living.

The state of paradox is spatially observed and socially livedn the studied camps,
particularly Jabalia,spatial paradox is manifested by the existence of higher, wefinished
buildings and commercial areas next to the poor, unfinished refugee houses and camp
blocks. There are also welestablished and planned buildings and interventions, such as
those implemented by the UNRWA obusinesspeople, as | discuss in detail in the following
chapters. At the same time, many other developmentshave also been unpanned,
provisional, and improvised, implemented by refugees over the decades of the camps'
existence. In addition, the social paradox manifests through the ability of refugees to
reproduce their normal social conditions while being attached to theiplace of origin and
return, reproducing the refugees' identitywhile living in a transientpermanent reality. Trese
conditions, resulting from the socio-spatial paradoxical determinants, affected the
interactions of various normative social institutions and organisations in the campg

context, which contributed to shaping the lived space and its social life.
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Spatially and empirically, one can notice the contrasting reality between the refugee camp's

main roads, where businesses and higher buildings exist, and the camp's internal alleys (see

Photos 5.10 and 5.11). When compared with the norcamp adjacent areas, the paradox in

the camp is clearer and starker. The internal alleys of the camp have miserable housing
conditions, while the houses on the external roads feature luxury buildings and flats, just a

few meters awayfrom the misery.Refugeecamp spaces and their overall organisation were

initiated under the circumstances ofq 6 1J Wbt a ¢ q 1J Lo/ respoiddttdithe@mdargendys

of displacement, but they have evolved differentlyand graduallye UT 131 W q 6dd L /bt q ¢ ¢
Gel ¢l Y+ wioww

The UNRWA provided refugees with shelters while being influenced by working under the
juridico-political exceptions imposed on refugee camps. These camps were introduced to

the Palestinian context as devices created by Western governments and a measure of
mpaqAGY!I ¢! wWl Wt GYUt WWgqYWag6WWmée e URgel Re Ut Ra
control the displaced population under the exceptional conditions resulting from the
consequences of the 1948 war. As displacement became prolonged, donors pressured and

supported UNRWA to provide more permanent shelter for refugees living in tents.

At the same time, there has been an influential internal factor from the pressure exertdxyy

refugee representative organisations, the Palestinian political organisations, as well as from

the Arab nations, not to accept permanent settlements, fearing the complete integration of

| Jne NPt WeUT WaqdWWeAHe UT YOG U q W Y médenadavdatsmhdR N 6 q W a
provide better shelters for refugees, the UNRWA collaborated with the Egyptian Authorities,

who ruled the Gaza Strip until 1967, to build and provide mulrick shelters designed in a
guasi-military manner, and at the same time, preventedefugees from vertically expanding

these houses to more permanent structures after they received their shelter. This has been
considered by many as the start of the temporarpermanent situation of the camp (Saleh,

SM=Nb AWgdet WRUq! VY ITeYRERULIANaldt 1dqld bt oo UsfLilliGYYnLlll GXaj acd 13 WG

was deemed to be a temporary situation.

184



Photo 5.10 Flats and commercial shops atan  Photo5.11 Houses in the internal alleys of the

outer road of the Jabalia refugee camp Jabalia refugee camp.
Photo taken by the researcher on 15ebruary Photo taken by the researcher on 1®larch
2021 2021

One of the main determinants of paradoxical spatial evolutiorhas been the practice of

refugeesto provisionally expand houses, occupying empty lands and spaces in the refugee

camp. Refugees conducted these practicespost the displacement emergency and during

GUI RYT+ WYnWl WiecqR2 W qc¢ HRG deate dlisont dflmeémaldiing.Ra ¢ | Ré
While the UNRWA led the initial provision of houses, these houses were evaluated by the

refugees as inadequate andunsuitable for the refugees' culture and family sizes, despite

being vastly better thantents. These houses were covered by thin cement tiles, packed
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together, composed of one stoey, and spanned intersecting streets (Dahlan, 1987). The
houses were without toilets or kitchen facilities and without a water supply. Communal
toilets, kitchens, and water supplies were provided in public spaces for each group of
shelters (Dahlan, 1987). Au Basil, from the Deir Al Balah refugee camp, tolthe about his

family's house at that time, as he said:

bN 6 1BYolit il Toup (mud-brick houses) have not satisfied the
needs of refugees. They were small, consisting of two rooms. There were no
baths, toilets, or kitchens. One room was used as a kitchen and a shower,
and the other one for sleeping. There were not even places to host your
guests. Youknow that refugees who left their original villages used to have
special rooms for their guests to sleep in their houses. | remember these
houses; I lived in the era when the streets of the Deir Al Balah refugee camp
were large and wide; our house consigd of two rooms, and there were
public toilets. At that time, we could not host any guests in our house. These
houses did not provide the minimum needs of the refugees, nor did they
provide adequate privacy. That is why the refugees have rebuilt their hass
when they were able to do so. They started to rebuild their houses after the

N ® T MADbkB&HI, 2021, Interview 13)

The initial provision of the houses for refugees by the UNRWA was driven by the reality that

q6 WYl NcURt cqRYUWs ¢t WaGeUT ¢qll WqYWGI Y2ZRT W ald
I Rage ¢ qR6OlHAKTURIIR2 JT W GE AR wWY nWaqd DWHE 8§ GWs ¢t WY
This initial provision of shelters was carried out undeexceptional political and spatial
arrangements for refugees in the refugee camps. At the same time, due to the protracted

Ucqgel DWYnWaq6WWAectaWt qRUR¢cUWIT Rt Gi &0 RIG Ry ks 61E 16 I
everyday human needs arise outside the emergency, the agency was required to provide

more developmental services and solutions thatshould not jeopardise the temporary

nature of the camp nor the right of return of the Palestinian refugees. Palestinian refugees

and their representativesdid not accept permanent settlement in the camps andother
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displacement locations, fearing losing their political rights, particularly the right to return.
Thus, the UNRWA has been providing relief and development services untieese complex,

paradoxical arrangements, which | discuss in more detail in Chapter Seven. These
conditions have primarily influenced the provision of humanitarian aid and the future

evolution of the camp space.

In addition, the UNRWAdid not fully understand the needs and culture of the people being

assisted. This, inturn, created a pressing need for refugees tomprovise and enhance their

shelters, re¢ GGl YGI R¢ qRUNLWq 6 1J0 Waq Y IBechuse vertitall expaddiohsll i R 2 1
were prohibited by authorities, as well as the building of more permanent structures, the

refugees devised a new practiceexpanding their units by fencing the spaces between their

house,q 6 DRI WUIRNGEAY 21 k1t WE Y 2 tTheMlicauklteiiupd thidlpcattifecast 1J U qp Lt
wO Y 6 crMIrHilibN & 6§ ™ B &) 1 LU

According to the modern Arabic dictionary, the | ¢ ARHWs Y| | L/méansta il a ks LU
a fence around a space andto preserve something protect it, and bringwhatever benefits

to it at a later stage The practice explained by intervieweesvasin keeping with thismeaning

of the word. It starts with provisional, improvised fencing of an empty piece of lan@djacent
qYLWaqd WS Yet 1J6TNed, ehdndihy theluse)dd this land by later expanding the
housing unit to be part of a temporarypermanent setup in the camp bringing the benefit of

what has been fenced through more permanent measuresAbu Raed from the Jabalia

refugee camp toldme about this practice as he said:

NG ! Werqd WO Al bWl RTWOYqWRU@WI mJl JWs Raé U
when someone wanted to get married, while living with his parents, he used

to leave his parents house and extend to another land. This practice named

Al W6 BWIIGT 131 0 R 1JimBadihglitting ferdce srddngl a piece of

0 ¢ UMAbwRided 2021, Interview 01)

These improvised expansions were among the main reasons behind the arbitrary evolution

YnlWaqd JWHE G Gt k W qwhighdpyeldpeditihe lHpataRoarhdBxitdd teality. This
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provisional expansion was also influenced by the presence of the causal powers of the

different organisations and the normative social institutions that were at the interplay. For

instance, after 1967,when the Israeli government took control of the Gaza Strip, the building

policies in the camps weresomehow relaxed, allowing refugees to expand and build more

permanent concrete structures. This relaxation of policies was also coupled with the Israeli
government's plans to empty the Gaza refugee camps arulild more permanent housing

projects. It is believed tie q Wa 6 YW + | ¢ JGRWAG K¢t 21 13t WE RA T WE a Waq
ml RNDEqWYnwl Wagel UnWA! WedaYs RUNDWI Wne NIt WY Wl UF

thus be anchored to their new spaces (Abreelubiedat, 2022).

When refugees wanted to expand or rebuild a more permanent house structure, they
needed to identify the boundaries and lines separating their unit from the neighbouring units
and the refugee camp streets. This process of identifying the lines between th&reets and
houses was, by itself, improvised and determined by the individuals on the ground who
belonged to specific organisations and held particular interests. AbiBasil, from the Deir Al
Balah refugee camp, told me how they defined the lines for expamdy and building their

family house in the canp:

pf UWUNGTOWY ! WNGTAOAWF W WAGWAGAWD! W6 ¢ qlle Wae Ue n
house when my father asked him to increase the area of our house. My

father was a carpenter, and the manager came because he needed him for

a job. The manager allowed my father to taker@eters from the street, and

thus, he determined the new area of our house. The street in front of our

house was spacious; it is not any mores(Abu Basil, 2021, Interview 13)

Such improvised arbitrary expansion has also resulted from overlapping fluid authorities

and powers,as | discuss in more detail in Chapter Six. The UNRWA manageho was part
YnWaqd WO Al kt WY N¢ Gded acgordingl il el lpdalbér amp dnietes® q | 4
Their interest intersected with the norm circles of refugees in the camp, allowing them to

D Ge Ul Wa6WRI WéYet Wt WeUIl WYHA:2G! WadWJWHEEGGW ql 131
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was affected by the dynamics of power structures, as those who held more authority and
influential networks managed to alter the space and expand, benefiting from the lack of
centralised organisation authority in the camp, and the relaxation of constructio policies
in the 1970s.

The building €hape and construction materials started to changdrom the 1970s onwards.

In the 1970s, the relaxation of building policies was accompanied by amprovement in the
nRUcCURRCOGUW RageacqRYUWY™N Wa 6 1J LLHEEr Eomelby wdrkiRd imd U a1+ HOLL.
Israel alongside the remittances their relatives used to send from working in the Arab Gulf

countries (Marx, 1992). Opportunities in the Arab countries became available at that time

for the sons and daughters of the first generation of refugees because some of them were

educated at the university, thanks to the UNRWA provision ofa free primary education that

helped the refugee community to become literate and educated. This is one of the positive

roles of the UNRWA, and it will be discussed in detail in Chapter Seven.

Furthermore, because of its vibrant location, population density, and demands for goods

and services, many nonrefugee businesspeople invested in Jabaliaamp. They came with

capital, bought the poor, substandard refugee houss, demolished them and built multi-

story buildings with offices, flats, and shops. Those notmefugees already had connections

with the camp residents, which facilitated reaching deals with refugees in the camps. The
contributions of non-refugees have augmented the spatialbt ¢ q IUEY WIH G &5 6 RHA
represents itself in the stark differences in the neighbourhoods of refugee camps, especially
SCHCOURECAWE BRINWMARRGU! #FRcOWeUT W6Yet RUNDWHG YRt |

substandard refugee shelters.

EYHRcOGOG! AW Wt qc qlWYnWGe!l ¢T Y+wWdc URNIIY gt WRU
expressed about their belonging and attachment to the camp. This also has impacted their

ability to plan for the future, where most refugees' decisions to expand house under its

current condition, build a more permanent structure, or even leave the camp and live

somewhere else were based on pressing needs at specific points in time. They had to take
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improvised and provisional actions. Refugees feel intimacy and attachment to the camp,
but at the same time, some of them wish to leave it to find better opportunities. One of the
interviewees in Jabalia told me about her father living under corrugated stkand refusing to

leave the camp as she said:

pf WG R2 T Ws R q dibiicRSUYLUEULTAM I W 2 D¢ q 3T Wt a0 b HOWT
old family house that was built with a roof of corrugated steel panels, and it
has not changed in 40 years. My father had many choices and offdcs

leave the camp, but he had 4 Rn’n 1J1 JU q W G {F&Rithay 20AN W 2 R1J5 O LU

Interview 03)

During the prolonged displacement in the camp, refugees buil more permanent
relationships. The camp be@ame their home and sanctuary as they rebuiltheir lives and
revivedtheir identity. If refugees leave the camp, they feel exiled again. ABasil from Deir

Al Balah told me about this:

"One day, | met a refugee from the Deir Balah refugee camp who moved

to live in the Sheikh Radwan area 30 years ago. We have not met for a long
time. However, | could remember him and remember his family because
his brother was a friend of my brother, and his sister was also a friend of my
sister. These relations cannot be found somewhere else. At that time, all
the refugees were like one family. The man told me that when he is outside

the camp, hefeels Ghorba " BWWbLIIJ*+ G¢ ql RBudasy P0a1I+ R 1Jb HOm LU

Interview 13)

At the same time, many of the refugees who were able to leave the cargft it to seek
a better future despite their emotional attachment. | met with one of the refugees from Deir
Al Balah who had left the camp to build &etter future. He told me about the disagreement

inside his family,as they still have these mixed, paradoxical feelings. He said:

/bt me talk about my personal experience. Maybe | represent this status. |
have moved to live in the Abu Oraif area, which is 1.5 to 2 km away from the
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Deir AlBalah refugee camp. All my life and social connections are attached

to the Deir AlBalah refugee camp. | was born in a refugee camp. All the

memories of my life are attached to the Deir ABalah refugee camp.

Wherever | go, | will always have nostalgia for my home in the refugee camp.

f qWRY WeWt GeadwWz2ll+ RYUWYnWYeal WeaqaqeH6GWIUaqllq
upset when we decided to move to separate houses outside the refugee

camp. People who buy pieces of land outside the refugee camp have a

vision for their future. They want to secure their future life and to own

b YGWq6RUNWa6 ¢ qllgé 13! WHAbUIARY2BAL Hntpd&W LWe UT WT 132 1
14)

As displacement prolonged, refugeesk norm circles in the camps strengthened, social
relations became an asset for refugees to maintain, particularly with their families and
friends in the camp. Atachment to the new home increase and the temporary emergency
humanitarian measures bea@ame permanent, where houses and infrastructuresvere built

to respond to a need or fix an issue without considering plans for the future of the space.
However, as these enhancements go on, there is anternal realisation that the camp is
temporary; also, there isq 6 JIWGY G RqRHAC G WaqWUt RYUWq6 ¢ aqlA!l ¢ qldt |
conditions when emergencies occut and the needs return to the basics. This has influenced
refugee camps in the Gaza Strip after their establishment, resulting from multiple
emergencies and the escalation of conflicts like the 1967 war, the firsuprisingin 1987, the
many escalations of conflicts between the Palestinian factions and Israel, and last)jthe

devastating war of 2023.

The rstate of paradoxbis a precarious situation, full of sociespatial contradictions, and
dilemmas for the humanitarian organisations that were established and dictated by donors
to respond to emergencies and required by refugees to provide fdreir protracted human
needs. The camp space under this state is featured by political and spatial exceptional
measures reproduced and conceived by the emergency mandate of the URWA the

agendasof the national movements, and the local authorities, but at the same time, it is the
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only home refugees have had for decadesnd it is their lived space and sometimegheir

permanent home.

Especially in the Palestinian case, camps became stuck in an indefinite temporary situation
YI We WGl GecU0BUqWGe!l ¢T Y+Wet W IneanNJJt Ws ¢ Ragwe U1 WH
YnWIJ+F RGO Wb N Rhklofth FelddebsvhibGIadlamanyg tiise who weferced to

flee in 1948 and was among the first generation of refugees told me:

pf WG ¢ 210We WéVYet YWe Ul We WGRIUHDWY nWa ¢ UT W6 131 13 Wk
able to return to our homeland, | would go immediately. We all believe that
a refugee camp is a temporary place, and soon, we are all returning to our

6 Y G130 ¢ BbutAhmedi2021, Interview 11)

Having to live life in the indefinite waiting for their return, refugees administer their lives in
emergencies and exceptions, creating normaty and attachment to their new camp homes.

NG 1IJ! Waiet qWI WedWs RS Wagd JWRGGIRAEC qRY Ut WY n Wa 6 1J Wbt
geopolitical order that governs their lives. They gradually build their normal lives, old selves,

and communities by utilising their agency and the enabling social structures. Navigating life

in the camp under such conditions credes arbt q) ¢ @ ¢JILLY In Wi sia@livhere everything

and its opposite exist within the same temporality.Exceptions and everyday life exist

together in the camp space.

Refugees yearn for their grand return to their original villages and, at the same time, create
permanent life and attachment to the camp.This is a core paradox of the Palestinian refugee
experience as they pursue lives unden relief system and prolonged temporariness. For
more than seven decades, Palestinian refugees created homes and normality in camps
while refusing to accept the camp as the end of their story. Refugees are attached to the
camp and their community there. They are not strangers in thetamp space; they recreated

their cultural and social norms and built theirpermanent homes.
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However, they still yearn to return Their right of return (grounded in the UN resolution 194)
is not only nostalgia for their original villages and towndut it's part of their shared collective
political identity. Most of the rdugees| met, even theyounger generations, continued to
identify themselves by their original villages and towns, saying, for example, "I am from 'Al
Majdal' (b C 1) or KOF Sawafir Dy T)Fand IK¥e in the camp."As noted above, refugees
revived their customs and cultures they named their camp streets following heir towns and
villages' names, they cookedtheir original dishes, sang their village songs, and amy kept
their keys from their houses before 1948 and passed those through generatiorsgnalling

their enduring hope of return.

Despite their ideology of return, the decade®f stretched plight created the necessity for a
permanent reality. As | described above, camps evolved from tents to neighbourhoods in
cities, concrete apartment blocks erupted, and the refugees practisedtheir citizenship
rights, similar to non-refugees in Gaza. The camp becama beloved home, and refugees
accumulated memories of childhood and school, attachments to neighbours and friends,

and pride in belonging to the camp and its community.

5.3 Discussion and Conclusion

As explained in Chapter One, theBiscussion and Conclusiorssections of the empirical
chapters first reflect on how critical realism and the combined critical realism and
assemblage ontological analytical frameworks are employed to analyse and understand the
socio-spatial dynamics and the empirical material. The sections then present the main
analysis and discussion of the findings, which speak back to the theoretical framework of

city-camp concepts, humanitarianism, and space production.

This chapter answers the first research question by identifying and analysing the soeio

spatial dynamics that have influenced the evolution of the refugee camps in the Gaza Strip.

It has presented and analysed the formation and evolution of refugee camps in the Gaza

Eql RGAWt 2NNt qRUNLWa6 Wbt ¢ qldWY nids@p litecaturé.#itm LLc + LW

highlighted the initial formation of the camp space and the dynamics associated with the
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HcaGUW Wage GUWGEct WAWs 6 RAG WG ¢ 213U RNDURN R Ebpatag G ! LAY |
evolution and their future development. It also discussed and analysed the evolution of the

studied camps, Jabalia and Deir Al Balah, outlining the features of socgpatial dynamics

that led to the production of thes/bt ¢ q WY N WGE !l ¢T Y+ wAlWs 6 131 DWIFHIIG
spatial circumstances and normal everyday lives exist in the same temporality of the camp

space.

p fOGORAD WRMUIIKWNDRAC GOl WAC q It
NSWW qd63t Rt W WGGAY! T W HYGHRUDT W ¢+t DGAGE NIk W
perspectives, as discussed in Chapter Two, to unpack and analyse the various soespatial
structures in the camp space. Theinitial establishment of the refugee camps in the Gaza
Strip was triggered by the 1948 war and subsequent displacemenplacing Palestinians
under the state of exception (Agamben, 1998, 2005). The creation of this new reality
produced an assemblage of new sociespatial structures that were formed and stabilised
throughout time. Refugees as a political, humanitarian, and social category were created,
sharing the same political identity and struggle with the host community in Gaza.
Humanitarian aid materials were brought in by the international commauity, relieving the
immediate suffering, and a new spatial arrangement was introduced through the
establishment of refugee camps This initial formationwas fluid, precarious, marked with

high levels of uncertainty andexception.

During the initial assembling of the camps, refugees settled in homogeneous groups
according to their original predisplacement villages and towns. This way, refugees utilised

their pre-displacement networks and structures to reestablish their space. Building on

existing social networks and kinship ties to dwell in the space is a common practice among

refugees and residents of informal settlements (Peattie, 1968; Fawaz, 2007). In the camps

studied, for instance, in Jabalia, refgees named the camp streetsand housing blocks after

q6 DRI WY!I RNRUC¢ 0 W2 R0 HuajBdt t kil 0l EallliinY Yzl Gl | WhnReCrT 10} GLIWONL 7
b GW~¢cTelT deomwWt aql WOgqWnY!I Wl UneaNJJt Wnl YOGWm GLW-~

culture and recovered their collective memory.
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Furthermore, the homogeneity between refugees and nemefugees and the proximity

between camps and nonrcamp areas contributed to stability and integration of the newly

Jt q¢ HO Rt 6 1JT UHspdtialstutludds. iVith bisi Re¥ds provided by the aid syem,

refugees recovered their agency and started to adapt their environment in the camp space.

When these sociespatial structures stabilised, they produced dynamic processes that

created, maintained, and transformed these structures over time. Through tree processes,

the camp space was reproduced via interactions between the refugee society and space,

t 6¢cGRUNWa6 WWIU2RI YUGUWUqWe UT W Bne Nt kW YHReOW

In this chapter, le q RO Rt JWHI RaqRHAc O WI 3¢ Rt G K H-aeYtUtgryYt LY dD RN N
analysis of the norm circles and normative social institutions to discuss the intersections of

social structures and analyse the associated causal mechanisms. | suggest that shade

identity and struggle made the Palestinian refugees part of the same political and, to a lesser

extent, social normative institutions and norm circles as the indigenous Gazan citizens.

Belonging to those norm circles, refugees and nomefugees intersect in the wider society

and space, pursuing a similar higher aim of liberation and political recognition.

Utilising this ontological perspective allows us to recognise the intersection between
refugees and nonrefugee social structures and the associated causal mechanisms. #the
same time, employing norm circles and organisations from Eldeé ¢ t t Kt Wbi= MNMb W'N
analysis allows us to recognise that refugees were also part of smaller norm circles,
including the organisations they worked for, like the UNRWA or political pags, their clans,
original villages, and particular spatial configurations within the cenps. Such an intersection
can lead to conflicting mechanisms affecting an individual living in the camp. For instance,
refugees lived under the influence of a humanitarian, nonpolitical aid system while
simultaneously seeking political representation throwgh the normative institutions of their
political parties and committees, thereby exercising causal powers within the apolitical
system itself. As Feldman (2018) clarifies, Palestinian refugees managed to pursue their

politics through the apolitical humanitarian system. Thus, through this intersection, a
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refugee can influence and be influenced by multiple causal mechanisms and organisations,

as discussed in this chapter and throughout the thesis.

[l YOGW#HI RgRAcTGWI WecaRt Gkt WY Uthhat the pRtill cgiowpidigllot + 13+ A W
refugees from the same towns and extended familieg the same camp blockallowed their

original normative social institutions (ElderVass, 2010) to persist and preserve their

emergent causal powers and reproduce their norm circles. As Eldevass (2010) explains,

the norm circlesare composed of people, refugees in our case, whact towards their
commitment to their particular norm. Spatial grouping of homogeneous refugees facilitated

social interactions so that original social commitments persisted under the norm circles of

belonging to the extended family with its social custora and solidarity, as well as the norm

circle of belonging to a particular village/town, also with its unique heritage, culture, and

traditions. The causal, emergent properties of these normative social institutions persisted

to some extent during displacem Uq WR U Waq 6 WIWHE G Gkt Wt YRRc O WI RNIJALW
and solidarity among refugees.Some refugees, especially those in the Jabalia camp, already

had established connections with the nonrefugees and overlapped with their norm circles

via previousfriendships, marriages, and trade. At the same time, refugees also benefited

from being hosted by nonrrefugees for months or years before establishing the camp,

allowing them to forge or enhance their relationship with the nomefugee community.

p f 0GiRHAC qRYIVH HDRKE @l |

| futher Ha RO T WYUW[ WGT ¢ UKt WelZ=MNYb WT WNnRURqRYUt WY™n
w62l cURqcecl ReUWHRYUT RagRY Ut wilg Y WHY U End GralgsétieR t 1J Wa 6
oscillation between fluidity and stability in the camp space.Refugee campspaces exist

under emergency and chronic situations, causing the oscillation between the formation and

causation of the socio-spatial structures. The findings show that initial refugee camps were
established, and humanitarian aid was introduced under the temporary features of the

w62l ¢cURqgcecl ReUW Rage ¢ qRYUmwWbl[ BGT GcUAW=MNYb AWHYU
circles and their living space.In the postwar period and a few years later, the refugees

recovered from the immediate impacts of displacement by accesmg basic needs, including
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shelter, food, and livelihoods, and later stabilising their normative social institutions.

Refugees benefited from aid support and the shared cultural and political identity with the
non-refugees, which enabled them to act with causal powers to enhance the living

HYUT RqRYUt oW1 6 JOW q6WWt RgeecqRYUWI D¢ qR21I0! Wt

HYUT RqRYUmwbl[ JTGT G ¢ Ueatdbished their pididisiplaceniznd ddrmildirdles,

including their identity and exercised their agency.

As displacement prolonged, refugees expanded their inadequate UNRWg#ovided shelters

to accommodate their + GIJARNRHW I s JGGRUNDOW [ | YGW #I RqRHACE D
philosophical perspective, the fact that the initial shelters' spaces and designs were
inadequate for refugees' living needs and culture, coupled with a lack of future planning and
vision by the managing authorities, constituted causal mechanisms that enabled refugees
to improvise and expandtheir homes later. Improvised evolution of the sheltes and the
camp space continued throughout the decades, and involved multiple parties, based on
their interests and capacities to occupy and alter the camp space. Those included refugees,
the UN, governing authorities, and businesspeople, who contributed ot creating
overcrowded, paradoxical spaces in the camp. This has created a contrasting scenery within
each of the studied camps, between the camps and noitamp areas, and also between the
two studied camps, as | detailed in this chapter. The most notableifferences in the shapes
of the buildings and streets are evident in the Jabalia refugee camp, where the least

developed and most developed areas coexist within the same camp block.

Camps evolved as refugees challenged the conceived special arrangements, where shelters

were provided as a temporary humanitarian tool, by improvising, upgrading and expanding

their houses. In such practice, refugees convert their shelters into homes (Matk 1995).1n

this chapter, | also draw on the theoretical frameworkdeveloped from city-camp literature

discussed in Chapter Two,analysinga 6 D Waq Ut RYUOWAWqs JUJUWqd6 JWHE G Gt
G AR 2 1 W UGBEIFRRHI Wt Gé # 1) shthving hbw Rafeginiad @dmps® ® N b
remained under exceptional conditions, while simultaneously evolving into cityfike spaces.

In the formation stage, Palestinian refugee camps began as abstract, quasiilitary (Saleh,
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2020) spaces designed to temporarily host refugees until they returned to their original
2ROGeNUt WeUT WaYs Ut oWl + We WerYURPDR2 T W GE AT wWbix |
¢cUT WRUq! YT eHUT WagYWnaUsqRYUWe U1 I Ligptnhed)#9e8)T Ra R VY |
2005), to cater for the initial purpose of hosting refugees asonceived biopolitical figures.

This initial conception and function of the camp space gradually changed in the protracted
displacement contexts, through the actions and agency of IJ'n 2 RIJIJt Ws 6 Y WHI 3¢ q T

F GEHUwWBX INWIH2T DAWNOON, IOWNGRY W6ct WHWKIUOWqS6 1IJW:
HYUqUW+qt Ws 6131 W Une NWILURE OSWHIE g0 VG Wl AR D LWMAHI
Dalal, 2015; Jansen, 2020). However, in th®alestinian case, the lIsraeli occupation

continued its functions through institutionalised exceptional measures (Weizman, 2007),
s6RHGWHI DeqlWUall RUURRVY WaaqécecqWmGe UHage ¢ qllmwllsl|
Palestinians and camps remained under constat measures of military control, and a sense
YnWaqPladGY!l ¢l ROt WI Bt edqll Wn! YOGWqd W st q¢ qldW Y
GUI G¢UNUqwUOYI G¢ecaWwWaR21It WeUT Wa6WRI Wi R2IT W Ge HI

| expand on the citycamp literature discussed in Chapter Two, which introduced the
juridico-political and urban analysis of the camps, to argue that in the Palestinian case, the

/bt e ql WY n Wi+ HIJGq R 2005 Hhel itslimpadtsIhava driNadhdalYin various

HYUT RqRYUt We UT WnYIl 6t Ws 6 R a0R HI3ileAXINIT + L) NBeR 10 dle
tension between the temporary and the permanent, the conceived and the lived space, and

an oscillation between the humantarian situation and the humanitarian condition, resulting

RUOLWCE Wt qc qUWYNWGeE! ¢T Y+wloWwf Ulllg 6 Rt Wa 6 13t Rt AWf WR U

represents the contradictions in the sociospatial structures of Palestinian refugee camps.

OUT Ul WasWWmt qecqlWUYnWGe!l ¢l YewdAWqUWUt RYUWHYUqRU
BIR2 VT wllt Gé #IJOW A 1J'n eddthkl) spette/édhs LR HECHRNIT AL cHUGag !l G 13 U D
"conceived" layout to fit their everyday needs. The formal grid of a camp, designed in a quasi
ORORgé¢!l ! WG e¢UOUWI WHECTNEAW=ZM=Mb AWGI YnYeUT G! WRNU
their family expansion. As described above, refugees had to share teit and kitchens, and

they had only one room for sleep, while they originally lived in threspacious houses on their
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lands. Thus, refugees rec GGl YGI Rcqlll Waqd WRI Wt 6 Jaqdl + Wwe UT Wt
F GeHWUwWeXx INnIWIH2 T DAWNPONb HOWN 6 13 (ALt vas eptplaingdirliiojss ¢ a LWH !
chapter above- to fence parts of the open spaces and streets near their shelter and use them

later to build rooms and expand houses.

In addition, Palestinian refugees also managed to accumulate economic capital, utilising
education provided by UNRWA to access jobs in the Gulf countries and other employment
opportunities. They invested their financial capacity to build and expand their houses.nder
w62l ¢URqgcecl ReUlle!l HE URY G wlWbis ¢ Ut DUAW=MNZ b AWRqLWRY
repurpose their residential units to create better access for livelihoods in pursuit of
economic activity and financial capital. This was also the caséor the Palestinian refugees
who rezoned and repurposed their shelters and transformed them to commercial use,
particularly in the Jabalia camp. The economic viability of the Jabalia camp, due to its
location, density, and the central presence of aid witm the camp, promoted economic
growth and opportunities along the main roads and outskirts of its markets. This attracted
investors from outside the camp, as | explained in the data above, who created fancy
buildings and commercial projects. However, interral streets and blocks of Jabalia camp

remained in their miserable, improvised shape, reemphasising the spatial paradoxes.

Thus, parts of the camp became similar, and sometimedbetter than the adjacent urban
centres and cities, particularly the commercial areas where the built environment and
socioeconomic life developed. But at the same time, other parts of the camp still tell the
plight of refugees and misery in a clear manifation of the temporary nature of the space.
Socially, there are conflicting feelings and attachments to the camp. Refugees have
recovered their original social life and shared their intimacy and values in this space. At the
same time, they want to leavat for a better life, considering the camp temporary while they

wait for their right to return.

Nonetheless, | showed in this chapter that this happened, to a lesser extent, in the Deir Al

Balah refugee camp because the newcomers did not have the opportunity to integrate with
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the original citizens, like other camps. They immediately settled in makeshift shelters on the
shores of the Mediterranean and were geographically isolated from the central city of Deir

Al Balah by land, bushes and trees.

OUT Wl Waqdé 3t ywWeYUTl RqRYUt We Ul WUt RYUY WI REHet t+ 11
0 Rt 1Jw IO N-8pdtiallthiradicdint) ¥lynamics and the associated tensions have had

reciprocal impacts on governance structures and the living conditions in the studiedammps.

| explain and discuss the issues surrounding governance, the living conditions, and the
interactions with the socio-spatial dynamics in the following empirical chapter. The findings

in the next chapter analyse these aspects and show how they have heeutually influencing

each other in the studied camp spaces. Particularly, the next chapter discusses the role of

UNRWA, local municipalities, and the Refugees Popular Committee as the prominent
governance actors in the studied refugee camps, providing tical accounts on how the

living conditions have been shaped and developed.
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6.CHAPTER SIXGOVERNANCE STRUCTURES, LIVING
CONDITIONS AND SOCIGBPATIAL DYNAMICS IN THE
REFUGEE CAMPS

6.0 Introduction

f qUWRt WpGh SAFtmepcTreRUNACUD A IOWN G Rt WRY WE Ys WYUWWY™nWaéb
research described the process of receiving aid or other services for poor families living in
the overcrowded Jabalia refugee camp. Lack of clarity, precarious services, deteriorated
infrastructure, and miserable living conditions have characterised large parts of the refugee
camps. As established in the previous Chapter, refugees and their camp space are in a
rstate of paradoxtunder prolonged juridico-political exception and indefinite spatial
temporariness combined with normalty and permanency created by refugees under
humanitarian management. These conditions have reproduced and exacerbated
uncertainty and conflicting roles and responsibilities among the camps' various
organisations and social structures. Responsibilities for sevice provision were unclear and
sometimes not claimed, rendering many refugees in limbo. Authority in the camp has
continuously shifted, and many thematic areas of managing the space that affect the living

conditions have beenoverlooked.

The reciprocal interactions between the different actors and the socispatial dynamics |
discussed in Chapter Five have shaped and reshaped governance and living conditions in
the camp. In this chapter, | willaddress the second research question:sslow do socio-
spatial dynamics, governance structures and the living conditions mutually shape each

other in the refugee camp environment? CJhis empirical chapter is divided into two main
sections and a conclusion. The first sectiorexplores the governance issue®f the refugee
camp space, examiningthe roles of leading organisations and normative social institutions.
Mainly, | analytically present the roles of political/military authorities that governed the
camp at particular times, the role of the UNRWA, the municipalities, and the Refugees
Popular Committee, as the authority of these structures has been geopolitically influenced

by the genesis of thestate of exception, the development of the state of paradox, and the
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socio-spatial conditions created under these states. The section highlights how the roles of
these organisations and structures have been negotiated and shifted, representing a

fragmented governance model.

Continued interactions between these identified organisations and the various socio

t GcqRecaWt ql ergeal It W Pt E6¢GUT WasWWiR2RUNWAYUT R
interactions. The second section of this chapter analytically explores and critically

discusses these mutual interactions between socio-spatial factors which have emerged

under this governance and the evolution of living conditions in refugee camps in order to

further elaborate on the reciprocal relationship between themIn this section, | analyse how

refugee and nonrefugee relations have developed, affecting the transition of the economic

situation in the reity-liketscamp. | also draw more focus on the issue of overcrowding in

refugee camps by unpacking how sociegspatial features have caused this issue, highlighting

the multiple impacts on living conditions and social life in the camp.

Finally, the conclusion summarises the main findings discussed in this chapter and briefly
introduces the role of humanitarian organisations, especially UNRWA, in addressing the
socio-spatial issues in the studied camps. This links to the final empiricalttapter, Chapter
Seven, which tackles the interplay betweenthe provision of humanitarian aid and the

F ¢ 0 Gbciodpatial dynamics.

6.1 Governance in the refugee camps

In this section, | critically discuss and present the interactions between the socispatial
conditions highlighted in the previous chapter and governance structures in the studied
refugee camps. Given the continuity of the juridicepolitical sstate of exceptionsin the
Palestinian situation, and more specifically, thesstate of paradoxsin the refugee camp
spaces, governance in refugee camps has been complex and problematic. As camps exist
in a state ofindefinite temporariness, improvised governance pradces have evolved among

the refugee population and various actors. Various organisations and structures, both
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political and humanitarian, have exerted control and held power over the refugee camp

space, which has contributed to shaping the sociespatial landscape in the refugee camps.

For this analysis and to define governance in the refugee camps context, | draw on sty -
likerrepresentation of the refugee camp and the analogy between these camps and cities.
Governancein this contextis concerned with understanding what structures and processes
exist to manage and regulate public affairs in the camps. As Hanafi (2010), who specifically
studied and analysed governance in Palestinian refugee camps in the Middle East, points
out, govermance in the camps is complex, sometimes technocatically administered and
other times popular, informal and inconsistent, involving partial multilayered sovereignty
and actors. Governance here relates to identifying those various actors and the related
decision-making processes in which organisations ad normative social institutions run the
H¢ 0 Gkt W12 GovernancellcénBems) fler being rearranged and redistributed
rather than imposed from above (Hanafi, 2010). Refugee camps lack centralised or official
conventional governance structures, allowirg different forms of authority to arise to regulate
behaviours and the daily functions of the displacement space (Hanafi & Long, 2010). The

discussion here follows the same understanding of governance and builds on it.

The exceptional juridicepolitical conditions in Palestine, particularly in the camps,

continue to influence governance structures and everyday life. It is true that Palestinian

refugees have recovered their political agency and are creatinghormality in their camp

space, but this is still happening under exceptional political and spatial arrangements. This

has produced thesstate of paradoxs | presented in the previous chapter. In addition, the

temporary nature of the humanitarian management has also contributed to the temporary
perception of the camps and the creation of different modes of governance. The prolonged

presence of the UN, coupled with the rooted social and political concern of accepting the

camp space to be permanent, created the problen and exacerbated the complexity of

| JneRPUWHcaGWNY21W1 U¢c UroWf Wade RUqge RULWGdAtelI Wa 6 ¢ q
YnWl+FARUGqRYUnwWAcUW qROGWAND Wt JT Wet wWeUwe URGY! W

camps. These features, along with other analytical paradigms, are used to test and probe
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the socio-spatial dynamics from seity-likewsperspectives as the interplay between various

structures and organisations is highlighted to provide anore comprehensive understanding

of the governance of the complex refugee space® IJt GRaq IJWaq 6 1J BpsldrernBta ! U131+
complete cities, and the Palestinian territories are not a sovereign state, which creates

unigue shifting modes in governance. lmther words, governance in the studied camps has

been influenced by the exceptional juridicepolitical conditions as well as the development

of the reity-likerscamp spaces.

In this sense, when discussing governance, one cannot overlook the fact that Palestinians
are deprived of political sovereignty and the fact that Israel controls the Palestinian
territories from the air,land and sea, where the exceptionamilitary rules are used to control
the Palestinian civilian population (Weizman, 2007) Longterm curfews, closures,
enforcement of siege, and the massive destructionvere used under the broader strategy to
de-develop the Gaza Strip, systematically stripping the population of its economic and
social autonomy (Roy,2016). Thishas reproducedexceptional conditions in the Palestinian
context since 1948 because the Western sovereign powers, and more specifically, the State
of Israel, have been denying the right of statehood and sovereignty to Palestinians and
depriving them of protection by the rule of lawRefugee camps have been placed under
another layer of exception, created by the temporary nature of the sige and its continuity
under humanitarian management. As the camps are stuck between the temporary and
permanent, refugees create permanent lives and everyday practices that are provisional

and precarious, exercised under a shifting and sometimes confliatig authority.

Most scholars contend that governance in the Palestinian refugee camps, especially in
Gaza, has been characterised by fluidity and complexity (Saleh, 2020), with power
continuously shifting among leading authorities and entities (Hanafi, 2010). Accordingp
Saleh (2020), fluid governance in Gaza camps is also linked to the traditional nature of the
refugee society, which creates multiple loyalties and connections. Thus, an official or staff
member of a particular organisation, although acting on behalf ahat organisation, could

have multiple loyalties, entailing them to act accordingly.7 2 RG T RUN WY UWe¢ UT W+ q I
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argument, | suggest that governance in the camp isragmented. Thisis because of the
nature of the space that is characterised by indefinite temporariness and contimus
change of authority, which does not allow for ay particular organisational structure to have

a clear, bounded role of control and power.

These entities acquired power and acted at different times by bringing their thoughts and
expertise to the daily practices in refugee camps. In the studied camps, governance
structures comprised various entities, including the ruling military power, the PN, national
and Islamic factions such as the Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) and Hamas, local
municipalities, community leaders, and the Refugees Popular Committee (Hanafi, 2010;
Saleh, 2020). The unstable political conditions and the ascent andescent of different ruling
powers in the Gaza Strip have continuously shifted the magnitude of control and authority.
This has meant that there have always been dynamic power structures and responsibilities,
sometimes contradicting, among actors throughou the camp's lifetime. Based on the
findings from the fieldwork, these actors can be cateyorised into three main categories:

humanitarian, political, and popular (see Figure 6.1).
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Political

Figure6.1: Categories of governance actors in the Gaza Strip

These actors did not exercise governance like classical states or authorities with full
sovereignty and legitimacy. Instead, theyractised alternative modes of governance that
emerged in the exceptional juridicepolitical vacuum and negotiated to regulate camp
space and population behaviour concerning legalities, local municipalities, the host
country, refugee groups, and conflict resolutionmechanisms in the camp (Hanafi, 2010).
Since the establishment of the camps, there have been historical changes in the exercise of

power and governance among actors, as highlighteish Table 6.1
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Table6.1 Governing entities in the Gaza Strip in specific historical periods

(Source: Hanafi, 2010)

Historical Period Governing entities of the camp

UNRWA, Egyptian Military, and Community
From 1948 till 1967
Leaders

UNRWA, Israel Defence Forces, and

1967-1994 )
Community Leaders
UNRWA, PNA, Municipalities and
Neighbourhood Committees, PLO Refugees
1994- 2007

Popular Committee, National and Islamic

Parties, Community Leaders.

UNRWA, Hamas Government, Refugee

Popular Committee, Municipalities and
2007 - until 2023 ) ) )
Neighbourhood Committees, National and

Islamic Parties, andCommunity Leaders.

Each of these organisations acted within the space of its actual expertise and gained power
via its technical tasks, knowledge and the exercise of its processes in the camp. However,
boundaries between these fragmented governance spaces are blurring as theeld of
expertise or technical knowledge shifts between the different acting organisationd-igure
6.2 below shows the fragmented and shifting governance space of the main actors in the

refugee camp.
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Humanitarian Actors (UNRWA)
Governance Area

Popular Committee angd
Refugees Governance

‘ Munfcipality and Locg|
thority Governance Area

—
Vacant
Governance.
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Figure6.2 Spaces ofgovernancein the Gaza Strip refugee camps

This figure shows that governance spaces or actions in a specific technical area can
sometimes be shared or negotiated between the actorsAlso, political agendas of the ruling
authorities, local municipalities and the Refugees Popular Committee sometimes intersect
in the camp governance. Te findings confirm that there is always a vacargovernance area
particularly in relation to governing and regulating the built environment, where no one steps
in to regulate or process, which causes improvisation at sgcific points in time. Such a
vacancy is well observed and reported in the actions that create more permanence in the

camp space, such as building houses. One of the research participants who was a resident

in Deir Al Balah refugee camp noted:
pf UWedaWl IneNWDUWHRECAOGH dWle UgqRaOaWqYT ¢! AWgqd6 1I1 131
for the urban planning and issuing authorisation of structures and houses

in the refugee camps. The refugees have the right to build wherever they
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want and whenever they want as long as there are no complaints from the

neighbours.is(Abu Basil, 2021, Interview 13)
One of the municipality staff in Deir Al Balah also mentioned during the interviethat:

rdhe municipality is responsible for designing the streets, organising the
construction process, and providing construction permits in Deir Al Balah
city. However, the municipality cannot do so in the refugee camps, where
refugees have constructed houses radomly. The municipality tries
amicably to prevent the refugees from building their houses beyond the
main streets. However, the refugees were building houses randomly in the
internal streets of the refugee camp. There is no law that obliges the refugee
to be bound by the rules of the municipality. The municipality does not have
any legal authority in the Deir ABalah refugee camph(Bbu Hamdi, 2021

Interview 31)

b Wi Rt A2t t UT WRUWq6 WG W2RYet WHGEEC Gaqlll Ws Rt 6 W 1IN
is evident from the empirical findings of this thesis that the camp space was not planned or
regulated after the initial genesis and the provision ofefugee shelters. At the higher
organisational governance structures camps are considered temporary places. Thus, none
of the organisations acting in the camp intervened to regulate or control the design of
buildings and houses. The UNRWALocal Municipalities, and the Refugees Popular
Committee distanced themselves from this role. The UNRWA was not mandated or funded
to carry out urban planning in the camps until very recently and in a responsive manner, as |
discuss in Chapter Seven. Additionally, attempts to officidy plan and alter the built
environment in the camp were seen as a politically sensitive action that could harm the
refugees' right to return, as | show in the next subection. Thus, regulating buildings and the
overall planning of the camp space remained a vacant governance area that needed to be

filled appropriately, despite the problematic, paradoxical nature of the refugee camps.
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In the remainder of this section, | discuss in more detail the fragmented governance roles
technically practised by the UNRWA, Local Municipalities, and the Refugees Popular
Committee. Those are the leading actors highlighted by the participants as the most
influential in the physical and social development of the camp. In addition, they are
highlighted as playingan 2 U#qRYUc¢ o Wl YO WWRUWq6 JWI ¢ RG! W YeqRU
space. Throughout the discussion, | also briefly present the role of diffent political and
GRGRagc! ! WIUqRqRIJYt WaécaqWwWéec2dWt RDURNRHAec Uqda! wWrYU
social structures.

6.1.1The® Ai toc Ul toq6JOwac HYY B

Among the leading actors who hold governance roles in the refugee camps is the UNRWA.

The organisation is the leading service provider for Palestinian refugees in the Gaza Strip and

the Middle East region. The organisation is responsible for the provisiohessential services

such as education, health care, food distribution, and the creation of emergency job
opportunities for refugees. The UNRWA has also provided some shelter assistance to

destitute families in the refugee camps.This assistance, dedicatel to hardship cases, has

been implemented over the past decades to support refugees with substandard housing.

The AFSC report of 2014 providet YO UW T Wq¢ RGt WecHYz2qWaqbédw O Ai

infrastructure interventions in the Jabalia refugee camplt stated that the

mO Al WEeT W 13210 YGWT W B2 ¢aWG YNl ¢at WnyYl L
in renovating their homes. UNRWA started with a shelter program aiming at

rebuilding small houses less than 100 square metres of poor families. The

Shelter Rehabilitation Program lowersthe cost of rehabilitation by

providing cash, material, and employment assistance to the family, or by

using local contractors to help complete the work. Shelters are brought up

to international standards for disaster relief, making them safe and healthy

places to live with dignity. UNRWA is also providing services related to

infrastructure i.e. roads, sewer, water and solid waste collection inside the

210



HcoGWe Ul WRUWt GUARRNRHAWHACH Ut WYeqt RT DWa 6 JWHE
(AFSC, 2014, p.12).

Through this role, the UNRWA gained atacitngg Y 11 #R2 JWGY s 1JI WY 2 131 Waé6 1JWF
(Saleh, 2020). As the UNRWA staff are mainly refugees and are also part of other normative

social institutions in the camp, they managed to transfer and sometimes ewfce

regulations, or the technical knowledge required for the UNRWA operations in the camp. A

refugee residing in the Jabalia refugee camp told me during the interview:

B o qUaé WWAWNRUURUNWY nWaqd IWHIt q¢ HIRY 6313 U0qWY™n
RUt RIT DWq6 W WnaNWUIWHcAGGeG! WNI ¢UTmeqddl Wq
employed by the UNRWA to clean the streets, had the authority to cut off

food supplies from refugees who threw trashn front of their houser(Abu

Ayman, 2021, Interview 02)

The UNRWA has given authority to its staff in order to exercise power and implement its
policies on the ground. Thus, thdUNRWAwas able to acton the ground via its staff, who

were refugees and residents of the camp at the same time. Employingitical rlJ ¢ G Rt & k + LW
ontological lens discussed in Chapter Two, the UNRWA can be seen as an organisation
composed of its people, primarily refugees on the ground, and based on their roles, they
regulate their relationship and act accordingly on behalf of the organisain (ElderVass,

SMNMb IOWNG2t AW IWNY2101 UcUHRNDWGYs Ul WYnWaqdsJwd Ai
where the organisation's policies and regulations ceadetermine how refugee staff act
individually and interact with the externalstakeholders, including other refugees in the

camps. Those staff are also part ofrefugees' normative social institutions where they

interact with other refugees and transfer the governance power, which they acquired

through their position in the UNRWA organisation, to their social structus2

By being seen as close to their plight and holding the power to alleviataffering and provide
services, the UNRWA and its refugee staff members have been considered responsible by

the camp dwellers for providing for their needs and solvingheir problems and issues.
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Nonetheless, the UNRWA hasconsistently avoided the assumed governance role,

especially after complications arose from the rapiddevelopment of the camps into areity-

likerburban environment. Governance issues have been problematic for the UNRWA as the
organisation failed to deal with the rapid urbanisation that transformed the camp tents into

complex interwoven neighbourhoods (Hanafi, 2010). This has created what Hanafi (Z0

p6b W aqll T Wet WmwGs6cUgqYawWwt Y21 WRNUq! wlWl ADHE 2t 1JL
humanitarian, acting to provide temporary relief to the victimised refugee subjects, and at

the same time, it is misunderstood by the camp dwellers who see the organisatiaio be

responsible for managing their camp living space.

Even when catering mainly for relief efforts, the UNRWA has struggled to implement and
control the provision of essential services in the refugee campsas it suffered from
diminishing funding and political challenges to its role. In the past three decades, especially
after the establishment of the PNAthe UNRWA has been trying to transfer some of its
responsibilities and services to local entities and municipalities. One of the interviewees in
the Jabalia refugee camp told me a story of how the responsibility of managing the main
rainwater collection pond in the camp has been transferred from the UNRWA to the Jabalia

municipality, as he said:

YT WRFc0GUUAWqSE I DWs ¢t We WGYVYdlWet UI WaVYWwWsY
the Jabalia refugee camp; it is called Abu Rashegond. It was

geographically formed because it was a low area. The UNRWA was

responsible for this pond. The UNRWA created a water pump to pump

water to other areas, paid for the fuel for this pump, and hired a guard to

work there. Then they wanted to hand \eer this pool to the municipality.

Initially, the municipality refused, fearing it would be accused of betrayal

(by refugees). Then, the UNRWA made a deal with the municipality to be

responsible for managing this pool. The deal was that the UNRWA would
payfor the operational costs,t 2 HS WEt W6 IWNa ¢l T gkt W ¢cdel ! weU

water pump, while the municipality manages the pool, controls pumping
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water to other areas, and can charge fees for theseservices. The

municipality accepted that deal because it wasin its own interests and

was a chance to collect taxes or get donations from international donors.

i 6 30Wg6WNeac¢l T W WaqRI W AWa 6 TheBdropkan WIT RT Uk q LW
Union stopped providing the pool with fuel. Nowadays, the pool is full of

water, which causes bad smells and mosquitoes in summer. | know this

because | live near the pool and know the eguard and many details. When

people ask the municipality to find a solution, it claims there is no fuel to

| 2 Ullq 6 1JLWs qApwdAyriaa 202 1G] Hesdidw 02)

There has been a&hifting of responsibility and, thus, governance practices between the

leading actors in the refugee camp. However, organisations acting in the camp always

feared introducing proper planning or management of the space because of the political

haqc HYYk WY nWUYI Ged Rt RUNDWI Rt Ga¢eHDAGWUqWe OT WeHAHeUT

haq¢c HYYKWRt WYnWewWUecqRYUcCOGWGYuaRagRHAc G WUcqal 36 W

development and has exacerbated the issuesurrounding the organisation of camp spaces

and the overall evolution of the urban environment in the refugee camps for all acts. One

of the senior municipality staff of the Deir Al Balah refugee camp told me:
mNEWWGe URARGEC OGR! WI YUt WOYqWoéc2uwWeU! Wl Yol
ARcet DWYnWnY!I G WGI Wt RT WUqWoctt Il W | é¢né
Gl 3t 3l 2¢cqRYUWY nWI Une NP WHE G GH@AbaAlLWG YUNDLWEt Wa
2021, Interview 16)

The refugee camp dwellers and the Palestinian political factions have alwaysaintained

the need for keepingthe political identity of the refugee camp space an identity that

represents the misery of the displacement and is a manifestation of the Palestinian plight.

Thus, any radical transformation to the buildings or structures in the refugee camps has

been denounced mainly by the Palestinian political factity t We¢ UT W 3’ne NIt k W JGI
which has left the camp susceptible to improvised evolution andragmented governance.

SUNWYNWaqdUWG!I W2 RYet WA 1JE Podular CoMmittde) éxplaiiddxosmiet WA 1Jn 2
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that while it is true that multi-storey buildings have erupted in the Jabalia refugee camp,

q6 13t W W23 aYGGWUqt Ws I YWOYaqUWt e GGYH T Wa Y WHII W 131
Tc¢UnWI Yet W IiEdY Jamal RY20 ntarview 12). It is also the stance of the

Palestinian national political parties, who consider the development of refugee camps as a
representation of the refugees' integration, which they refuse and consider as a risk that

threatens the rightto return.

Planning and development in the refugee camps have always been challenging for all actors.
7U0Rc2t DWYnNWagbWWGYIRgqRACIWhaqecHYYKk AW g6 WNI ¢ 0T 1
uncertainty in roles and responsibilities among the various actors in the camp,mofficial

organisation has claimed support or endorsement for such responsibility. The UNRWA did

not consider taking responsibility for this work, nor did thenunicipalities or the Refuges

Popular Committee. One of the managers in the Jabalia municipality told me:

B8 2 1J 1 yddg,&Hé UNRWA succeeded in managing the refugee camps

and the affairs of refugees and providing relief aids, health and education

services, and social services for refugees. This is in terms of humanitarian

aid. However, the UNRWA did not conibute to the planning, expansion or

development ofthe Jabalia refugee camp. | think that it is not the

responsibility of the UNRWA to develop the refugee camp; it is the

NY211 0aWU0qkt WYl WI230W6RNE1VI WRUqWI U¢cqRYUC @I
suggested plans to develop the refugee camp should insert the

participation of the international community because all plans need huge

financial funds to be implemented on the ground which cannot be afforded

Al WaqdéJWade URARGCETORq! WY Wad JWNAbaRadi, UG JUqlls 6 VYL
2021.

Refugee camps' development is costly and requires a longgerm funding commitment
from donors, which contradicts the temporary nature of humanitarian funding. Besides the

political caveats, municipalities did not have the financial resources to intervenen the
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urban planning of refugee camps. | highlight the detailed role of local municipalities in the

next subsection.

6.1.2 Local municipalities
Via functional responsibilities, political affiliation, and technical roles, municipalities and

the Refugees Popular Committee acquired areas of action and governance in the refugee
camps. Municipalities' role in the camps was introduced in thel970s under the Israeli
government's policies to integrate the camps into the cities and permanently resettle

refugees in their camp spaces.

More specifically, in 1971, the Israeli Army started a military operation against the refugee

Hc oGt WRUWaq6WW] ¢ A¢c WEq! RGUWa6 ¢ qWRUHG2T 1T Waé6 WG ¢ R
The operation was implemented in the Jabalia Camp under the ordedc§ Ariel Sharon, the

ST WYnNWaqdWIWFft+ 1 ¢PWGRW 1 a! kt Wt YeqsWl OwWeYaae Ol 4
houses and the opening of paved patrol roads to control freedom fighters the camp
(AbreekZubiedat & NitzanShiftan, 2018). Part of this military pban was to build housing

projects for refugees to facilitate their integration and control the congested refugee camps

that had become breeding grounds for Palestinian resistance (Abreekubiedat & Nitzan

Shiftan, 2018).Although the stated objective of the destruction and resettlement scheme

was to reduce overcrowding and provide better urban planning, most of the refugees

opposed the idea of leaving the camp. Abu Hasan from the Jabalia camp talked about this

and said:

NG ! Ws 31w DagqalalUqWG! YTUHqt Wi e URUN Wa
the camp and leave it, giving up your place as a refugee, and you are

resettled in one of these areas and own the houses or lands through the

Israeli Civil Administration. These projets were rejected by the residents

HIRceat DWq6 3! W 2 GGY! qaé IWf+ 1 ¢ UG RWYHA:2 GE qRY
conditions (to obtain these houses) because people rejected the idea of

leaving the camp on the grounds that it was a betrayal of the homeland and

q 6 13WI 130 e NENHU Hisan 22020, ke tiew 09).
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At these times in the late 1970s, municipal services were introducetb the campsas part of
this plan. Municipalities, which operated outside camp areas,took over some of the
services from the UNRWA, which included some water and sanitation services and the

provision of electricity (Marx, 1992).

Since 1996, after the establishment of the PNA, refugees from the camjpecame more
RU2VY0201T WRUWG2URARGCECGRQRIt kWYl NeURt ¢qRYUL W2R
committees. Neighbourhood committees werelJt q¢ HO Rt 6 13T WH! We WT WHI 1JJL
Ministry of Local Government as subsidiaries of the municipalities ifPalestinian cities and

camps. These neighbourhood committees are supported by municipalities with the aim of
representing neighbourhoods and forming social and service delivery functions thamprove
GUYGONUkt WiR2RUNWHYUT RaqRY Ut Weic¢ U N RAW=MNMsb IO

Until the date of conducting this research and before the October 2023 war, municipalities
playeda limited role in the camps by managing certain services, committees, and structures
that represented the refugee population. For instance, in the Jabalia refugee camp, the

municipality continued providing:

mManagementof the rainwater drainages,sanitation services, lighting the
streets of the camp and managngthe main markets (AtAwdah market, and
GW[ cleTecWacl t Jgb Alls RASWRUHG qAbut WHGWIe URU
Fadi, 2021, Interview 04)
Although municipalities provided technical services, municipal councils were politically
affiliated. From the establishment of the PNA until 2006, municipal councils were affiliated
with the PLOFateh. After 2006, the municipal councils became affiliated with Hamas.
Nonetheless, the majority of the technical on-the-ground staff members remained the
same, doing their functional organisational roles, and municipalities continued to operate

2UT I Waé e dHI JG0¢ WY n @ovérmads. k+ W~ RURY gl ! WY n Wx

Nonetheless, most of the refugees in the camp, especially the Jabalia campyere
discontented with the role of the municipality, arguingthat it served mainly non-refugees
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and had abandonedthe camp. They arguel that the municipality only wanted to collect fees

and taxes from the camp and its markets without providing adequate services.
Municipalities' role in the camps is also limited due to the sensitive political nature of these

spaces. As suggested above, dr the Palestinian political system and its associated
ceqb6VYl RqgRIJY AWGI 3t W1 2RUNWq6 I WHCGGH Wet Wmpaqldd GYI
negotiate the need for a just solution for refugees. Misery in the camps represents the
continued plight and injustice that refugees face, as their cause should be part of a political

solution that the international community should pursue.

Although municipalities have limited roles because of their inability and unwillingness tget
further involved in the camps, refugees established connections with the hosting
municipalities. They utilised the national and Islamic political factions such as Fateh,
Hamas and others to gain representation in neighbourhood committees and municipal
councils. In addition, contrary to the situation in the West Bank, refugees in the Ga Strip
could participate in municipal elections (Hanafi, 2010), which providd them with some

leverage to be part of the municipal organisation.

Under the Palestinian law, refugees enjoy the same legadtatus as nonrefugees, despite
that their camps are not recognised as neighbourhoods and thus are not regulatedll
Palestinians also suffer from exceptions associated with th absence of full sovereign state
protection. Nonetheless, they are entitled to participate in both national and municipal
elections for the PNA As noted by Jarrar (1998), eligibilitior participating in elections is
governed by the 1995 and 1996 electoral laws, which restrict voting rights to residents of
Palestinian descent. Specifically, Article 10 of the 1995 law defines a 'Palestinian' as an
individual who, or whose ancestors was born in Palestine, provided they do not hold Israeli
citizenship. Furthermore, Article 9 of the 1996 law stipulates that a votenust be a resident

within the jurisdiction of the local authority where they are registered.

This scope and the fact that refugees can participate in elections under the PNA
encompasses refugees residing in urban and cities settingas well as refugee camps Asl

mentioned in the context chapter, about two-qq6 R1 T+ WYnWaqé W] ¢ Ac WEq!l RC
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refugees residing acrossthe variouscities and camps.N6 2+ AWl WIna NIt K WGE Il qR
elections is considered important for the Palestinian political parties.This approach is seen
to parallels Israel's practical strategy, initiated in the mid1970s, of incorporating refugee
camps into municipal boundaries to effectively assimilate them (Dahlan, 1990; Abreek
Zubiedat & NitzanShiftan, 2018) This process has entailed extendingsome municipal
services to the camps and realigning international aid to guport this integration. However,
this approach has been controversial and criticised by refugees and their representatives
arguing it isfunctioning as ade facto policy of permanent settlement; through integrating
refugees into hostcommunities and threatening to undermine their specific rights and
effectively negatingthe Right of Returr(Jarrar, 1998)Nonetheless, refugees representatives
and committees in the West Bank refugee camps took a decision not to participate in
elections to safeguard their right to return.Thus, the Palestinian Central Elections
Commission, the entity that organises and holds elections in the West Bank and Gaza, does

not hold municipal elections in the West Bankrefugee camps.

As refugees are part of the municipal organisatioim the Gaza Stripn a certain way, although
with a limited role, the UNRWA cooperated with and supported some municipalities to
contribute to enhancing the infrastructure and living conditions of refugees in the camps.
Although this coordination was mainly technical and did not involve largescale
transformation processes in the camps, political criticism arose around these effortsSome
political activists among the refugee communityused to accusethese attempts of aiming
at normalising displacement as a pathway for resettlement (ATawteen),e y A aml Q&
abandonment of the right of return. In the interview with the Jabalia municipality staff

member, he mentioned:

NG JWRY WOYWG! Y GUAqWYnWt YE2RUNWa6 3t JWH
suggested solution will be at the expense of the right to return. When

anybody or authority waned to build an apartment building in the camp,

social media influencers said that these apartment buildings (multi-floor

buildings) make the refugee camp into a city and the refugees may lose the
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Fadi, 2021, Interview 04)

Ideally, refugees want their camps to remain under the administration of UNRWA. The
participation of camps in municipal elections and largescale construction projects and
development of infrastructure have always been controversial and seen asrisk that could
allow for the UNRWA tdhand overits responsibility at a later stage and decrease its budget
nYl WqdWWHEAOGH WsRaqéYeqWe WGW!I ¢ UWUqWt YoreRY Ulln
opposition and suspicions arose aroundthe construction that makes the camp similar to a
normal city in Gaza.Even inthe past couple of decades, @rticular criticism was given to
these building projects, which brought in fancy finishing and commercial aspects. However,
this was not always the case with all camp enhancement attempts. As | discuss in Chapter
Seven, refugees have recently recognised the need for infrastructure enhancement and
improvement in their camps, provided reassurance isgiven about the intentions and

purposes of these projects.

6.1.3 Refugees Popular Committee
The governance practice has also expanded to include a significant entity in the camp, the

Refugees Popular Committee. There has been much debate and criticism of this
organisation's role and mandate in the refugee camps, especially after the political division
between Fateh and Hamas in th&aza Strip when Hamas took over the authority in 2007.
Scholars argue that the Refugees Popular Committee is the most influential and powerful
actor in terms of governance in the Palestinian refugee camps, especially lrebanon and

Palestine (Hanafi, 2010).

The PLO hd been attempting to establish governance structures in the refugee camps to
deliver services, facilitate UNRWA operations, resolve conflicts that arise, and represent the
camp dwellers to external actors. Through its Department of Refugee Affairs (DORA), the
PLO facilitated the establishment of the Refugeg Popular Committee in refugee camps
after demands and discontent from refugees against the PNA in the mitb90s (Hanafi,

2010). The Popular Committee, sometimes called Popular Service Committeestemmed
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from their predecessors, the Union of Youth Activities Centres (YAC), established earlier by
the UNRWAo promote popular participation and youth engagemenas social relief centres,

in the Palestinian refugee camps (Hanafi, 2010; Alazzeh, 28

The PNA was established to govern the West Bank and the Gaza Strip after the Oslo Accords,

signed between the PLO and Israel in 1993. There had been suggestionghe political

discussions that the PNA should eitherannexerefugee camps to existing municipalities or

create separate governing bodies that operated under the authority and sponsorship of the

A Kt W~RURY gl ! WYnWxYHCE GAU Fhese 1I3hggkationg evérdlssictiii ¢ A A 1 6
refused by refugee activistsand their political movements, who saw the PNA as another

Yt quWHY2Uq! ! wAWcUT WAaYARGRY DT Waqd6GH DG213F Wq6!

normalisation of refugee camps andhe relinquishing oftheir right to return(Alazzeh,2023).

According to Alazzeh (2023), this refugee political movement sought toobilise a

grassroots challenge to the leadership of the newly established PNA. These committees

defined @6 WRI1 WGl RG¢l ! WYATWHRqR2IJWet We URN! RUNWAE 013t
inherent political right, while explicitly opposing any initiatives favouring resettlement,
integration into host countries,including the camps in Palestinian territories under the PNA.

These refugee committees insisted that the PLO is their sole l¢gnate representative and

advocated for better living standards in camps and the protection of UNRWA, asserting the

agency's role as a symbol of international obligation to the refuged#&lazzeh 2023).

The Palestinian refugeesexercised pressure using the leverage of their roles within the
social structures and organisations of the Palestinian community, which included their
participation in the PLO and political factions. They mobilised in their YAC, Women
Centres, and Services Centres, which were established by the UNRWA for functional and
technical purposes, to exercise political pressure and pushed the PLO to create the
Refugees Popular Committee in refugee campgshus preserving the exceptional natureand
temporary status of the camp space until achieving a just solution for their cause. Abu

Jamal, from theRefugeesPopular Committee in Jabalia, told me during the interview that:
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of the Oslo Accords on the refugees. The Popular Committee does not
provide services for the refugees. They have political aims to keep the
refugeeskcause and to refuse any resettlement projectin July 1995, the
heads of services and sports clubs (YAC) in the refugee camp set up a
conference to elect aPopular Committee in each refugee camps(Abu

Jamal, 2021 Interview 12)

Traditionally, before establishing the Refugees Popular Committee, other refugee
committees in the camps were composed of elite social figures and notables. Those
notables had cultural and social capital, and they were usually approached by the UNRWA
and political authorities controlling the camps to facilitate refugee cooperation andesolve
conflicts. The role of those notables, like elder leaders of clans (Mukhtap F baxasone of
the most important and influential in the refugee camps. As discussed in Chapter Five,
social and cultural capital for the Palestinian refugees was preserved via the spatial
arrangement that allowed them to recover and recreate their originaVillages' social
connections and customs. Based on the findings of this research, | suggest that the spatial
dimension of grouping refugees in specific spaces largelgontributed to reproducing their
identity and norms, which preserved the role ofhe community's elderly and leaders, among

the refugee community.

The refugees respectedtheir community leaders, particularly in the early decades of
displacement, as they played an influential role in their communities. Thus, they

t e2Ht q¢c¢UqR¢cad! WG 3+ W31 207 WT Rt ARRGGRUWIW ¢ UT Wt gq¢c AR
fieldwork, I met with Abu Mohe&n, a refugee from Jabalia camp who had an early experience

with refugee community leaders and, at the same time, was a senior UNRWA staff member.

He told me that:

nn the past, refugee committees included educated and elderly
G Y G (mdres and elderly people ruled the refugee committees. Those

people led the society and demanded thathe Israeli government meet the
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services, such as hygiene services. Most of their requirements were fulfilled

in the past, unlike the current committee (Popular Committee) which

HcUUYqWne Gn RGO Wa 6 AL Mdmss, 2020 intbriiBwIas) ¢ UT + HOms LU

The Refugees Popular Committee, established after the PNA, came under broad criticism

after the political division in Gazain 2007, where the de facto government (affiliated with

Hamas) established a parallel refugee popular committee to impose control on the camps.

The new parallel popular committee served as amtermediary between the municipalities

and refugees. However, it failed to establish relationships with the UNRWA or international

donors due to concerns atwut legitimacy and political affiliation. Thenew parallel Hamas-
CNNMRIRECqUTI WGYGeidel WHYIOGRgqaqUWUIWIT RTWUYqW YGGY!t 1
neighbourhoods, claiming that this dd not undermine the right to return andvas not against

international resolutions (Hanafi, 2010).

Since the creation of this paralleRefugeesPopular Committee, governance structures have

become more fragmented, and the work and mandate of the different Refugedopular

Committees have caused ambiguity in understanding the lines that separatdifferent

authorities. The committees attempted to fill the gaps by undertaking work that neither

UNRWA nor the municipality was doingyithout apparent technical reference or guidance.

In an interview, a PLO Popular Committee membeexpressed concerns about the ew
AYGeazltc¢c!l WOYUGOGRaqqUUWHYGIWHqRUNDWN YUY WaqVY Wi RADIUL |
(Interview 12) while otherintervieweesaccused the committees of being fully aligned with

their political party and thus trying to impose particular political visions in the camp

(Interview 01, Interview 04).

In general, the governance of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip has been problematic and can
be described as fragmented. As presented above, the fragmented governance actions in the
refugee camps have been negotiated between technicality and politics. Variguactors in
the refugee camps practised some governance that goes beyond traditional notions of

sovereignty, which is absent in the Palestinian case. Thus, authority and power have been
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distributed via daily processes and interactions rather than imposed from above. Power
shifted between the UNRWA, political representations, and community representations,
where each of them preserved its unique niche for action and, at the same time, did not step
further into areas with vacant authority and managementPrimarily in terms of spatial
improvement, this fragmented governance has necessitated that refugees must improvise
better solutions to accommodate themselves. This has contributed to creating and
exacerbating social and economic effectsof refugees' actions which in turn have reshaed

the spatial arrangements in the camps.

There has been a reciprocal relationship between the causal factorsassociated with
fragmented governance andthe shaping of the socio-spatial structures of the refugee
camps, under the paradoxical camp environment. Political and social structures have
influenced governance and exacerbated fragmentation. These conditions have affected the
living conditions and daily lives of refugees living in the camps. Many experts assert that the
unplanned and ungoverned developments have aused struggles for refugees ad
deteriorated housing conditions and the overall camp space. In their report on thé&ousing
conditions and the upgrading of refugee camps in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, Badawi

and Waltz (2014) described the refugee camps in Gaza as:

mbeserts of stone and sand, no green, no court, no garden and no tree even.
Each centimetre is built up for shelter. Ventilation, safety, and emergency

U7+ ws Wl wwlYaqw It GUEqUT mWe7¢T ¢5s RWAWT ¢ G aqAs

They note that the inability and unwillingness of camp actors to regulate and govern building

practices have created large disparities within the camps, as households with higher

incomes gained aH Jqq I We¢ HRORq! WaqVYWh Gia ¢ Uk WaeojayinglbeterR 0 1 WG Y
living conditions. As | discussed above, the political conditions and the exceptional spatial

measures in camps have complicated their governance. This precarious fluid situation has

shaped living conditions and reproduced sociespatial structures, which | will present and

discuss in the next section.
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6.2 Living conditions and the interwoven socio-spatial effects

The continuous interactions between the various structures in the refugee camps have
| Y 6¢GUT W6 WHEe G Gt kK W G¢ HIJt Lardudsiil tRe2erhakibédfa’ UT R q R
two-way cause-and-effect relationship between interwoven sociespatial dynamics and

their impacts.*®

| highlighted in the previous chapter, Chapter Five, that the camperiginated with an

Gl NWUH! W mwéaldcURqgel Re UW t & mrdica@YIIRWIR H & & ILUC Bt aald
1IJ ¥ # 1J G onPo¥dd mrllthe Palestinian population,and especially refugees in the camps.

Conditions from the state ofexception continued for a prolonged periodcreating a situation

of indefinite temporariness that reshapedsocial relations and living conditions. This has

evolved into a protracted long-term humanitarian management or a /b6 eaditarian
conditionAwlWs 6 RHG AWRUWae |l UALWG ¢t W 3t 2 inoddd ofllikingll # Y Un
These circumstances havesignificantly impacted the development of living spaces and

social interactions, producing what | term¢ Wbt q¢ q U WY n WGe 1l ¢ 1 Y # IOw

Despite these contradictions, the fragmentation of governance, and the continued
geopolitical tension that rendered Palestinians in Gaza&ubject to recurrent escalation of
conflicts, refugees recovered and built their own normaty in their camp living space. In this
section, | present and discusshow living conditions, in terms ofthe refugee/nonrefugee
relationship, economic development, and the population density and overcrowdingwere
influenced by the socio-spatial dynamics andthis governance configuration, as part of the

reciprocal relationship.

6.2.1 Refugee/non -refugee relations
In the early years of displacement, the economy was ravaged across the Gaza Strip, where

both refugees and nonrefugees suffered from poverty and lack of access to jobs or income.
This is because the 1948 war cut off the Gaza Strip from its markets of tednd its

agricultural supplies, which were largely reliant on the many villages in the Gaza District that

15| provide a summary diagram for this relationship in the conclusion chapter, Chapter Eight.
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became part of the State of Israel in 1948 (Cheal, 1988). At these times, there have been no
significant economic differences betweenrefugees and nonrefugees or different social
classes in the community of the Gaza Strip. A large percentage of the population needed
humanitarian assistance. At the same time, refugees and ncenefugees shared the same
political and economic struggle and, thus, the same normative social institutions as partfo

the deprived community in Gaza.

As discussed in Chapter Fiveshared social norms between refugees and nofrefugees,
along with the support provided by norrefugees and humanitarian aid, enabledefugees to
recover their social structures and practices.However, this supportive social structure
started to break down a few years later. The establishment of the UNRWA and its continued
support to refugees by theprovision of aid material and servicescreated competition over
humanitarian aid and debate about entitlement to it. The poor norefugees in the Gaza Strip
saw themselves as eligible for humanitarian assistance (Cheal, 1988ven thoughthe
UNRWA was clear that it focuses its services and lief efforts on the refugees. Thus, the
majority of aid and humanitarian supportwas provided based on the status of displacement.
This has been manifested in the UNRWA services as the agency provided what was termed
H! W Wnea NIt WY WA IwHiledverlgokingRe neddstofithelpbonBHrefligets,

whose livelihoods were severely affected by the war.

The competition for aid created a certain levelof sensitivity between refugees and non
refugees. AbuAyman, from the Jabalia camp, highlighted the situation at that time as he

said:

pf WGWUqRYUUT WHUINY!I DWaécqWaqs 3wd Ai wWet I Wq
such as tobacco, cigarettes, and kerosene lamps to refugees. This has

made the poor nonl IIne NIJIJt Wal ! WagVY Wl De¢AR6WY2 qllagYWad L
centres, claiming that they are refugees toget access to these luxury

b 31 2RAN B qWadéc qWGUI RYT WYNWqRGWAWgqERY WG et L

refugees and nonrefugees(Abu Ayman, 2021, Interview 02)
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This tension has also transferred to various organisations and normative social institutions
that compose the social dynamics in the refugee camp environment. Both refugees and
non-refugees competed over governance and roles in municipalities and the Palésian
political parties. Such tension, which was built on classification and displacement status,
was somewhat contained by the broader normative social institutions, including political
parties and theshared Palestinian communityk tustoms and norms, that call for patriotic

notions of the Palestinian collective identity, shared struggle, and social solidarity.

However, some manifestations of that tensionwere emphasised in daily practices and
interactions. For instance, marriage relationships between refugees and nerefugees were
not common during the first few decades of the exodus. In addition, tension arose regarding
the governance of specific spaces and organisatios, such as the questionsraised about
who should be the mayor of a certain municipality and how roles between refugees and non
refugees should be distributed. Such considerationsbased on displaement status, have
always been taken into account in the discussions and decisions of variougoverning
authorities. In recent decades, such considerations have faded as collective awareness of
the shared struggle and social integration has been fostered. Abkadi, from the Jabalia

municipality, talked about this:

mNERE WRY We w20 Wt 3Ot RqR2UJWe UT WH! RqRHCGC O WRY
refugees) are envious of the refugees for having authority, jobs,

international aid, and donations. While the refugees envy the citizens for

owning their pieces of land and so on. | think that the main reason for this

issue is the lack of awareness and knowledge that creates a gap between

the refugees and nonrefugees. | believe that weare all one people living

qYNWUg6 13l WR (Abl¥FAHLIA00F, Ginte @O LLI

Distinctions between refugees and norrefugees gradually faded throughout time. Both
have shared the same political struggles and aspired for setfetermination and statehood.
The existence of a higher common goal and the homogeneity of customs and religibelped

refugees better integrate with norrefugees. Relationships were particularly enhanced due
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to kinship ties resulting from marriage and the daily economic interactions between the two
groups. The enhanced economic status promoted trade between refugees and nen
refugees. Inlarge camps like Jabalia, the high density and central location have promoted
economic investment from nonrefugees within the camp, as | explain in the next

subsection.

6.2.2 Economic developments in the camps
The economic conditions of refugees and the Gaza population in general started to improve

in the early 1970s. After the 1967 war, Israel took control of the Gaza Strip. The Israeli
Government's policy at that time aimed to integrate refugees into their surrounding
community in Gaza, where the creation of economic opportunities was an integral part of
that policy. As a result, the Gaza Strip's economic output was enhanced between the 1970s
and 1980s, when many of the Gaza labour force were allowed to work in Israeli cities (Roy,
1987; Marx, 1992). In other words, the economy of Gaza at that period could be described
as an auxiliary to that of Israel (Roy, 1987). Refugees utilised the good incommenfi their
work in Israel and the remittances from their relatives who started working in the Gulf

countries in the 1970s to expand and build their permanent houses.

The period from the 197040 the first uprising (Intifadah) in 1987 witnessed a significant
boost in the refugee economy in Gaza, marked by major changes to the morphology of the
refugee camps Roy (1987) highlighted thatesidential construction absorbed most of the
capital investment of the Gazgpopulation and accounted for 85 per cent of the total capital

in the Gaza Strip in that period. Ab8asil from Deir Al Balah mentioned:

BERUARNUDWqSE DWNOT Mt AWqd Wl Wne DUWJWHE G Gt W qel q
because of economic reasons.At that time, the refugees started to work in
Israel, which improved the financial income of the refugees, which caused

the change (@bl Basil, 2021, Interview 13)

The fact that refugees enjoyed the same legal rights as naefugees in terms ofthe ability

to purchase and own properties outside the camp has been a maincausal factor that
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enabled refugeesto expand beyond the camp space particularly for those who had the

financial capacity and desire to leave the camp.

Nonetheless, landand property exchangewithin the camp is a complex issue and waslao

a major determinant of how these camps evolved economically and spatiallyAs explained
in Chapter Three, ecognised refugee camps are situated on land that is eithgpublic or
leased from private landowners. Consequently, refugees do not hold legal title to the plots
beneath their shelters;instead, they retain only the right of usage (referred tas theright of
benefit) for residential purposes (UNRWA, 2025. While this right is legally defined as
temporary and nontransferable (NRC, 2015), the permanence of the refugee issue has
established a de facto system of inheritance. In practice, usage rights have beme
inheritable assets passed down to the descendants of original refugees (NRC, 2015). Over
time, this has evolved into an informal real estate market driven by overcrowding, density
and economic potential, as explained below. Residents frequentlynonetise their shelter
assets by selling these 'rights to benefit' to othersincluding those from outside the camps
treating the usage right as a tradable commodity despite the absence of formal land

ownership.

The UNRWA possessed no formal sovereign or administrative authority over camp land.
However, initially, the agency maintained strict oversight of plot allocation and residency;
but, this capacity eroded over time as theagency lost the ability to track the increasingly
complex web of informal transactions and relocations (NRC, 2015). Consequently, a
disconnect emerged between the temporary use of the land and reality, in which refugees
treated plots as private, alienable poperty. Thishas blurred the distnction between the right

to benefit and complete ownership, inevitably leading to property disputes that are
addressed through a complex legal framework involving both the formal Palestinian

judiciary and customary disputeresolution mechanisms (NRC, 2015).

The Israeli] Y 2 131 U (plarifar thé daimpsincluded military action to reduce congestion

and the population in the refugee camps, which became a stronghold of Palestinian
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resistance after the 1967 warAs discussed above, theplan included carving wide roads to
be used by the Israeli military for security and patrol reasonsand the suppression of the
Palestinian resistance. This resultedin the widening of the main roads in the campswhile
the backstreets and nner areas have continued to get narrower, as described earliefhe
plan was implemented in the large campsof Jabalia, AlShati, Khan Younis, and Rafah,
through the demolition of approximately3,941 refugee housegDahlan, 1990). This carving
of roadswas intended to cut the urban fabric of the camps, fragment resistance and impose
spatial control and restrictions on refugees dwelling in these camps (Saleh, 2020). The
shape of these long, wide spaces, carved for military purposes, did not match with
organically evolved camp spaces. However, they created an opportunity for opening

communal ways and proper functional streets.

More specifically, in the Jabalia refugee camp, these streets played significant role
afterwards in making the camp a commercial centre for the northern area. The Jabalia camp
benefited from its central location between the main Gaza City and theorthern towns and
villages. Commuters between the towns of Beit Lahia and Beit Hanoun and the village of
Umm al-Nasr heading to Gaza City or vice versa usually pass through the Jabalia camp. The
wider roads, opened by the Israeli militarybecame used for transportation. Their fronts
gradually transformed to accommodate a wide range of shops and services. The high
density and agglomeration of a large population in the camp, coupled with the
concentration of UNRWA services and the functional infrastructure of roagland markets,

attracted investments to the refugee camps to cater for the population's needs in the area.

Conversely, these conditions are not present in the Deir Al Balah camp, whidb relatively
limited in its prospects and evolution. This is becausgeas discussed previouslythe Deir Al
Balah camp is located in a relatively remote area, and the UNRWA services are not
concentrated in the camp, as the road infrastructure is not adequate. One of the
interviewees from Deir Al Balah told me that developing the Deir Al Balah camfads with

developing the main street at the seafront (sePhoto 6.1 below), as this streetwould provide
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the needed infrastructure to tradespeople and investors to launch economic activities and

businessesthat would benefit the camp(Abu Samer, 2021 )nterview 32).

Photo 6.1 Showing the Deir Al Balah camp main street to the left, with a UN fencing wall for a sch
to the right.

Photo taken by the researcher on 20 February 2021

Economic growth and development were interrupted by the 1987 uprisindhe years othis
uprising were marked by limited economic activities due to Palestinian labour strikes,
protests and demonstrations, conflicts, and curfews, as a form of economic warfare waged
by Israel (Gabriel, 1988). However, gelative stability was brought about by the Oslo Accords
and the inception of the PNA in 1994, which boosted commercial and economic activities in
the Gaza Strip. The high demand, functional infrastructure, and the virtue of location
fostered construction and trade in Jabalia camp. Businesspeople and traders came to the
camp, bought refugee houses at the forefront of the wider roads, demolished them, and built

multi-storey buildings with shops, flats, and offices.

During my fieldwork, I met with AbuAdam, one of the leading real estate developers and
businessmen in Jabalia camp. | asked him about the developments happening on theain

roads of the camp, and he mentioned that:
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population density in the Jabalia refugee camp is very high. Unlike the other
refugee camps in the Gaza Strip, the Jabalia refugee camp is considered the
centre of the northern areajncluding Beit Hanoun, Beit Lahia, and Umm al
Nasr village. In the centre of the Jabalia refugee camp, you can find
markets, health clinics, schools, and government institutions. People from
all areas around the Jabalia refugee camp go there to get differteservices.

| consider the Jabalia refugee camp to ban economically independent
country. People from all areas in the Gaza Strip launched commercial
businesses in the Jabalia refugee camp. Also, the Jabalia refugee camp has
the largest area and the highest population density of the refugee camps in
the GazaE q| R 2021, Interview 27)

Abu AdamKk t LI hepYegedtdlast RidR!IC I w WT 131 HI R G gdittayihdlay tranbiend 1J LUH ¢ G (
displacement place that neverthelesscan offer what any other city in Gaza can do. It is a city

that is becoming in the campthrough the organisation of space, social and economic life,

and the interplay of power dynamics, all of which have been established in the transient

context (Agier, 2002). The social interactions in the camp, the buildings and infrastructure,

the services and the economy resembledhose of other cities, or at least in some parts of it.

The main cities in the Gaza Strip are administrative centres belonging to governorates and
municipalities, such as Gaza City and Khan Youni€ity. These cities arecharacterised by
high-density residential buildings, active commercial and transport centres, and municipal
governance. It has a large number of highse residential buildings rather than horizontal
sprawl, with a concentration of services like hospitals,schools and private businesses.
Camps became similar to those cities of the Gaza Strip, dahough they remained
administratively distinct and were managed through fragmented authority among UNRWA,
municipalities, and refugee committees. City-similar clan-related social structures
developed in the camps, homogeneous cultures existed; economies and trade replicated

those in other cities; and the same building materials were used for the camps' construction
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and infrastructure. However, camps remained informal, politically unrecognised as
UODRNG6AY2l 6 YYT + Awe U1 We Wa lJar B UNRWA aihduiruvitigalifies2 3T Wt C

with an everlasting emergency purpose.

| used to live in Beit Hanoun, near the Jabalia camp. My daily routine required frequent
movement from and to the camp, either to reach Gaza City for work or study or to visit friends

and go shopping in the camp. | always felt and witnessed the sensd the city in the camp,

as even more crowded, vibrant, and intimatethan other cities in Gaza The camp dwellers

and visitors capture this sense, but it was not translated at levels of authority and
governance, as discus®d in the previous section and throughout this thesis. The UNRWA,

local authorities, political parties, and Refugee Committees considered the camp a

temporary spatial arrangement despite the longevity of its existence. This has limited

planned development ard preserved the misery in large parts of the space, repsenting its

continued exception ¢ UT W RUBSWI RqUT W nWecqgel Wt W nnl YawWw qé613W
Infrastructure interventions were mainlyad hoc and did not cater to the growing population's

needs. Throughout time, the camp transcended some dfs exceptions and moved towards

climic URqgcec!l ReUWHYUT RgRYUrwWRU WG adcdbmplétely datmbit ALLA2 o
living space like other citiesor neighbourhoods. Contradictions arosefrom the interactions

between the various sociespatial structures that created and evolved the living space in the

camp, bringing normalty amidst the precariousness of humanitarian management and the

continued fluctuation of geopolitical conditions, thereby reproducingthe socio-spatial state

of paradox.

Under such temporaryGlJl G ¢ UNDUqW #RI A2 a0t q¢ UL aW¢ U7 W qd 13w
t Rge ¢ qRYUwWe UT Wa 6 WWmw6 2 G chevRiovesteR ia thelt tving SpatesR Y U 1 A LL
and the camps have evolved accordingly. Thehoto below, Photo 6.2, which | took in 2017

before engaging in this research, shows vibrant commercial activities in one of the main

streets of the Jabalia refugee camp.
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Photo 6.2 Vibrant activities in one of the main streets of the Jabalia camp
2017

Picture taken by the researcher in 2017

6.2.3 Overcrowding and social problems

N6WW2RAI ¢cUqWHYGAGW!I HRecOWEcHqR2Rq! WRUWSs ¢ He G R¢ Kkt LW
it conveys, isprimarily associated with the infrastructure and materiality of buildingstrade
opportunities, and services, which are not present in the internal alleys of the camp. As
argued in Chapter Five, camps are in sstate of paradox+ which results in contradictions in
the morphology of space and living conditions. Just behind the Jabalia campisain roads
are the internal alleys with miserable shelter conditions and decayed infrastructure. This is
the ordinaryscenery of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip. These conditions also persisted in
the Jabalia refugee camp's internal alleys, resembling the refugseeexceptional spatial
conditions. As camps evolved on the surface, they continue to suffer from exceptions
associated with improvisation, resulting in increasingly overcrowded, poor conditions. To a
lesser extent, relatively similar situations can be spded outside the camp area. However,
the differences and paradoxes in the camp are more stark and more apparent, and the

deterioration of the poorer blocks in the camps is much worse than that of poor
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neighbourhoods in outof-camp areas. Abu Adam, the real estate developer in the camp,

explained:

BNG W Wne NPt Wel JWne #RUNDWE 32131 WG R2RUNDWHY L
| have tried to decoratgrenovate)the outskirts of the Jabalia refugee camp.
The internal area of the Jabalia refugee camp faces severe conditions
during the winter; it faces rainwater floods. The infrastructure there is weak,
and all the refugees suffer from hard living conditions becaues of poverty
cUT WaURWAGGEY! GUWUqOWNGS Rt LW G(R R, 2021, He UWT 132 130
Interview 27)
One of the impacts of these exceptional spatial conditions, imposed on refugees since the
RUOql YT e#HqRYUWYnWa6 UMWt qc qPlWYNnWI+FAHUGqRYUwWe nal
confined, and restricted, is the issue of overcrowding. Overcrowding has beea major
problem in refugee camps, which has produced social and economic impacts. Identifying
the issue of overcrowding is relatively subjective to the context. It can be measured by the
number of persons occupying one room. For instance, families withhtee or more
individuals in one room are considered to be living in overcrowded housing (Dahlan, 1987).
Alternatively, according to the Sphere Humanitarian Standards (2018), in emergency
shelters, each person should have at least an occupancy area of 3.5gsare metres,

excluding the cooking space, bathing area, and sanitary facilities.

Between 1992 and 1993, the Norwegian Institute for Applied Social Science (FAFO), with

funds from the Norwegian Foreign Ministry, conducted a survey of the living conditions of

the Palestinians in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as part of Norway's ergfforts into

the peace process in the Middle East. The survey indicated that family structuresere

seeing transformation, with more nuclear families staying in the same house with their

extended families, resulting in overcrowed conditions reaching 40 p¢ WHWJUqWRUW] ¢ A

refugee camps and towns (Zureik, 1993).
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Overcrowded conditions have deteriorated over the past decadesThe manifestation of
overcrowdingcan be twofold, at the household level and the community/area level (Marshy
1999, AFSC, 2014). On the one hands suggested abovejt is an issue at the household
level, represented by anincreased number of persons living in smaller substandard housing
units. The unplanned, improvised expansion of refugees' houses in the campss created
large, concrete, substandard neighbourhoodscrowded with refugee families that expanded
horizontally and vertically. In their report on the housing conditions and upgrading of the
refugee camps in Palestine, Badawi and Waltz (2014) described the situation of
overcrowding and density in the refugee camps in th&aza Stripin 2010, as follows:

/i 6eqle Wt Rge ¢ qRYUr WNSWIW9¢GGH Wel YWY I RAG!

people more. The families are suffering. Nearly all of them were forced to

build up more two floors, even if the construction was not very safe. Most

of them were built up from asbestos, with zinc roofs and look very

provisional. Some of the families spent all their money, sold all the gold,

only to have a roof over all heads of their growing families. Everywhere

children, no space to sit and to relaxMany houses are yet not finished.

People live surrounded by concrete walls and with minimally furnished

kitchen and bathrooms. Who could buy the expensive tiles for floors and

walls? No plaster, no tiles, sometimes no window glass. Six persons per

room havwe become more and more normalAll these building activities took

place without planning or official permissions. Still the UNRWA rules the

Camps. Provision with food has again become a big item in the CampBhe

PNA could not find an agreement with UNRWHWA they remain responsible

for the miserable. The secalled peace process has been stopped

completely. Gaza Region lives in a kind of status qug no political

H6cUNWt AWUWR6 I WRUGq Y Uis&WaltzlJ2004 ¥pl6aUR U q Y WH 1J q q |

Municipalities in the Gaza Strip are responsible for regulating planning and buildings in the

non-camp areas. In the camps, as | discussed in the previous section, no entity took such
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responsibility, and this has been left to refugees themselves to organise. This has

exacerbated the poor conditions of refugee houses and shelters.

On the other hand, overcrowding at the community level is manifested by the lack of access
to public spaces, crowded school classrooms and health clinics. The statistics from the
UNRWA (2023kducation baseline report show that overcrowding in schools is a serious
problem, for example. The report indicates that around 65 per cent of school classes have
more than 40 students, and around 80 per cent of schools run on double or three shifts to
accommodate the increasing number of refugee pupils. Another example of overcrowding
at the community level in the refugee camps can be seen in the health clinics. Despite being
renovated in 2012 with more capacity added, the UNRWA health clinic in the Jalaalefugee
camp is run by 16 doctors and 25 nurses, and it serves an average of 2000 persons per day,

with each doctor seeing more than 100 patients (AFSC, 2014).

Overcrowding also has subjective interpretations and can be articulated via how people
sense it and express their perceptions when reporting a lack of privacy and not having
enough space in homes, schools, clinics, and community spaces (AFSC, 2014). Itatso
subjective because its measurement varies between regions and countries according to
cultural and social differences (Marshy, 1999). Nonetheless, scholars, research
institutions, and independent studies confirm that it is a significant issue in the reigee
camps in the Gaza Strip, as there are several determinants that contribute to the issue,

which can be analysed from social, spatial, economic, and political perspectives.

Socially, overcrowding is caused by increased refugee numbers and the natural growth of

the population, which is combined with a strong tendency of refugees not to leave the

HcOGGH IOWNGat AWq6 W Wne NIt k WI+FqUT JT WnedRAORIIL U
camp, utilising the# ¢ 0 Girited space. Refugees do not move outside the camp because

they are attached to it. For them, the camp resembles the home that they lost. It is a new

home, and they use its space to recover their identity and reproduce tirenorm circles. The

camp space has been used by the first generation of refugegand later on, their extended
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families to reproduce social, cultural, and political norms. The norms represent their original

village before displacement and their collective identity as Palestinian refugees

Nevertheless, many refugees in this research expressed paradoxical feelings toward the
camp space. It is true that they are attached to the space, to their social norms, and identity
in the camp, but at the same time, some refugees aspire to leave the canip create a better
future and prospects. Moreover, those who left the camp are also still connected to that
space, keen to visit whenever they can, feeling the intimacy and belonging. For refugees, the
camp is a representation of their just cause, it is @rt of their identity, and they proudly call
themselves the daughters and sons of the campd' 7 ¥ ek IFmet with one of the refugees

from Deir Al Balah who moved to live outside the camp, and he told me that:

/bN 6 1J W BeldhIrefliged camp is like a paradise for me. | used to have a
small house of 60 square meters. This house consisted of two floors. | built
the second floor because | was refusing to leave the Deir Bhlah refugee
camp because of the social harmony and companionship there.
Nowadays, | live outside the Deir ABalah refugee camp, but | go there every
day to hang out with friends in the camp. do not have any social
connections in the area where | live. All my social connections are in the
DeirAl7 ¢ G ¢ 6 WI 13'n 2(#AbliQhiHE Z021,Griervidiv 22)

The refugee camp space is limited, and the initial spatial arrangements in the camp did not
account for natural growth or the cultural aspects of theefugees.Thus, whenever there was
an opportunity and capacity, refugees would improvisationally construct their houses,
expanding beyond the original plot of land allocated to them by the UNRWA. They occupied
public spaces and any open non-built areas without planning or supervision. The refugees
expanded their original shelters, provided by the UNRWA, hooatally and then vertically
until the camp ran out of space. This practice has created multiple interwoven layers of
concrete buildings that have the main functionality of accommodating the increased

number of refugee generations and their extended families living in paradoxicabnditions
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of intimacy and misery.Monzer,from the Shelter Cluster®in Palestine, explainedto me how
such spatial camp arrangements continued to affect living conditions and contributed to the

overcrowding in refugee camps:

bN Grédugees are limited to living in the geographical area that was
assigned since establishing the refugee camps. For example, in refugee
camps, families that consist of 10-12 members live in small houses that do
not exceed 60 square meters. However, we do not see this in other areas in
the Gaza Strip. The refugee camps are set by the UNRWA. It is responsible
for managing them and providing servies such as hygiene services. The
infrastructure of the refugee camps is weak, the houses are built in limited

areas, and there areno open spacestO@ihzer, 2021, Interview 26)

From an economic perspective, financial capacity played an essential role in expanding
refugee houses and the ability to build upwards. As | explained earlier, refugees had the
opportunity to work in Israel and the Gulf countriesn the 1970s and 1980swhere they used
most of their income to build houses for their extended family in the camp. In addition, it was
more feasible for refugees to expand on the same plot of the camp land provided to them by
the UNRWA. A large proportion of the refugees, despihaving good incomes at certain
periods of time, could not afford to buy pieces of land or flats outside the refugee camp.
Thus, they stayed in the camp and invested in housing there for economic reasons, which

contributed to increased density in the camp. One of the UNRWA staff who is a refugee and

16 Shelter Cluster in Palestine operates under the Global Shelter Cluster as part of the coordination
GUAE6cURt Gt WnY!l W6aG¢URqqel ReUWERT oW H#AYI T RUNWqY Wa-6 1JW] G YA
Agency Standing Committee (IASC) coordination mechanism that supports peoptdfected by disasters and

internally displaced people affected by conflict with the means to live in safe, dignified and appropriate shelter.

The GSC enables better coordination among shelter actors, including local and national governments, so that

people 5 6 YW UWUT W+ 6K0Gqll W ettt Rt geURDUW NUgqW 6K0GGW net qll W e¢U
Source: https://sheltercluster.org/resource/about -us
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used to live in a refugee camp, told me about being able to move outside the camp when he

gained enough income. He said:

/NG I WI 13n 2 NHatdHeywend deBtilde?l td liecome refugees, and the

refugee camps are their current homelands. The refugees have no trust in

politicians. The refugees are forced to deal with their destiny and the fact of

being refugees, and they start to move to live ouide the refugee camps. |

used to live in a refugee camp, when my living conditions (financial

capacity) became better, | moved to live outside the refugee camp. | sold

mycampd Yet DWqYWec UYqé6 1l Wl Wne NIJIWEAby & We WT Rnn L
Mohammad, 2021, Interview 29)

From a different perspective, it is evident that overcrowding and the increase in population
density have created economic opportunity and demand for services. In the case of the
Jabalia refugee camp, these opportunities are fostered by the camp's uniquesggraphical
location, the centralisation of service provision from the UN and other service providers, and
the functional transport links in the camp. Such high density attracted investors from

outside the camp, as explained earlier in this chapter.

Overcrowding hascontributed to an increase inmany health, social and psychological
problems for refugees in the camp. Conditions associated with the overcrowded living
environment, such as inadequate ventilation, lack of access to sunlight, humid walls and
roofs, limited privacy, and lack of access ¢ recreational spaces, are linked to increased
domestic violence (Haysan & elSarraj, 2012; AFSC 2014) and deteriorated health
conditions, especially those related to respiratory illness (Marshy,1999). Educational
attainment has been negatively impacted by overcrowdingn both schools and homes.
Increased numbers of students in the classroom and the lack of privacy and adequate space
at home have undermined children's ability to concentrate, which hascontributed to rising
numbers of school drop-out and increased incidents of family and peer violence at school

(Marshy, 1999 Haysom & elSarraj, 2012).
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In the past two decades, overcrowding and deteriorated economic conditions have put
strains on social relations in refugee households and the refugee camp community. Many
participants in this research highlighted the issue of high population density and
overcrowding, and their impact on living conditions in the refugee camps. They reported
weakening of social connections because of increased incidents of disputes resulting from
overcrowding, which is affecting all the camps in the Gaza StripOne of the yuths |

interviewed in Jabalia mentioned:

p~! WNI ¢ U0l Gel WUqt Wet U1 WaVYWaqladWaWIWeAHY2 qWad |
camp, and all the refugees were living in harmony. There were no social

defects, no sexual harassment, or house robberyOne day in the past, all

refugees stayed up late hanging ut together to watch TV or listen to the

radio. All the refugees supported each other in social ceremonies. Life in

the Jabalia refugee camp was great.think all of that has changed. The

Jabalia refugee camp is extremely crowded nowand the economic

situation has deteriorated, and some of its residents have lost manners and

respect. There are crimes and robberies now. The Jabalia refugee camp has

H1IJ130 Wt ¢ Hramend) 202 110wetiliew 20)

In Deir Al Balah,Abu Samy, a previous resident of the Deir Al Balah camp anlvil society

activist, mentioned:

NG DW27IERICW Ul I ne DUIJWHE 0 GWRY WEAY2 qllqVY W6 ¢ 2 1JLW
(due to overcrowding conditions) It is about to face many social problems

and poverty. All the refugee camps are about to explode. The

unemployment rate is very high. Many of the refugees have graduated and

have no jobs. Theunmarried rate (for men and women) is very high. | can

see no vision for the Deir AV ¢ G ¢ 6 W1 13'n 2 QABUJISHry¢ 20RO LU

Interview 14)
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Also, AbuNaderfrom Jabalia camp, who manages an NGO that provides services to refugee

community in the camp, affirms that:

w211 Al YsT RUNWRUWq6 WWs ¢cHECOGRe W Wnea NUUWHE G G
He Uk qWnRUT WeU! 56131 WWRGH JIOWNS I WWRE Wt 32131 1
Jabalia refugee camp, the bad living conditions that they live in, and not

having public spaces and parks have magthem lack hope and aspirations.

NG I1J! Wel Wl 3G 3t + 1 buihdeiiztes, RidrgeldR o) WT It G¢ R HOH

The provisional nature of the camp space entailed that refugees built and expanded based
on need rather than having individual plans for the future of the housing unit or an officially
organised plan for the entire camp space. This has contributed to detarining the current
spectacle and exacerbated overcrowding issues. These expansions of houses have
rendered the camps withno or minimal open space. Saleh (2021) has classified these few
open spaces in the refugee camps in Gaza into four types: streets uséor transportation
and socic-economic activities; pedestrian alleyways around the housessome few open
spaces resulted from Israeli destruction or those areas unbuilton because of low

topography; and scattered pockets of space that are only pedestrian accessible.

The issues associated with overcrowdingn HY 6 W1 Inea NIt Kk WYGUWUWHY GG 2 |
houses, and the increased number of refugees, put the UNRWA and its services under
pressure. The agency did not have enough capacity to deal with the needs of the increased

refugee population. As reported by refuge participants and the UNRWA staff | interviewed,

funding to UNRWA was limited. It did nogrow proportionally with the required ratio to
accommodate the increasingneeds of refugees. Geopolitical constraints havdeen put on

the agency to limit its services. In manynstances, Western governments' humanitarian

funds provided to the agency have been utilised as tools for political pressure in the
Palestinian geopolitical context AbuSamer, from the Refugees Popular Committee in Deir

Al Balah, talked about the issue of overcrowding and how it affected the work of the UNRWA,

as he mentioned:
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/b Y5 ¢l ¢ IntinfBdtl of defdidgies in the Deir ABalah refugee camp is

more than 30,000, and the areas around it, like the Masah area and the

Al-Qastal area (small areas), are also home to refugeesThe number of

refugees has increased, which requires an increase in the provided

b DI 2RANHOW Yscel ¢!t AWqdé Il JWRY We UWwy2131 &I Y11
The popular committee are trying to cooperate with the UNRWA to solve

this crisis by finding a pieceof land for the UNRWA to build another school.

However,5 JWH¢ UUYqWn RUT WY UOUWWT Wt GRaUWaqsWWo Ai «
q6 Wl YOYI WYnWqd6Rt WGRWHDWY nWac¢ Ul IOWNG I WWRY

AUuRcet DWYnWaq6WWRUHI D¢t IJABIRSA g 021U 1 Ine NDIJIJt K

Interview 32)

The UNRWA has always been seen as the entity responsible for managing and running the
Palestinian refugee camps in the region. During times of relative political stability, the
UNRWA had limited attempts to address some of the issues associated with living
conditions and overcrowding in the camps. The UNRWA did not intervene in the planning
and expansion of refugee houses. However, whenever possible, the agency carried out ad
hoc enhancements to the open spaces in the camp, aiming to reduce congestion and
overcrowding. One example of such efforts is the transformation of a space in the centre of
the Jabalia refugee camp to a taxi station to serve the functionality of active transportation

in the camp, seePhoto 6.3 below.

242



o

Photo 6.3 Open space and transport waiting zone in the centre of the Jabalia refugee camp

Photo taken bythe researcher on 13 March 2021

Throughout the prolonged displacement, Palestinian camp spaces have been reshaped and
redefined, mimicking their surrounding cities. While these citylike camps evolved, their
development was hindered by the exceptionality of the camp space and its speafisocio-
spatial dynamics. Notably, the inherited temporary nature of the camps remains a decisive
factor in how governance actors, including hosting authorities, refugee representatives,
political parties, and humanitarian agencies, conceive the camp spaceConsequently, this
conception has inadvertently given rise to technically fragmented governance,
characterised by a constant shifting of roles and responsibilities influenced by political

changes and varying levels of expertise.

At the same time, refugeeschallenged this temporary conception of the space, creatinga

perception of permanency amidst prolonged, unstable political conditions and fragmented
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governance.7 ! WNI ¢T acdd! Wl WeqRUNWaS6WRI Wwid R21IT W GE HI
qYLWeaql Wadé WWHE G Gt k WG &' e Righgbitsbmdeldarpdpageldverdlt G¢ H1J |
supported by their recovered social structures, their shared political identity, the enhanced

economic statuses during some periods, and the persistent provision of humanitarian aid.

However, the organisation of the camp spae has been customary and subject to the

refugees' judgment and capacity. The spatial exceptions of the amp, its temporary-

permanent paradox, the recovery of refugee structures and their economic empowerment,

and the humanitarian services and management all have continuously (re)shaped the living
conditions in the camp, resembling some citylike features while also manifesting the

inherited victimhood of the displaced refugee subjectand exceptions in the camp space.

6.3 Discussions and Conclusion

This chapter critically examined the issues surrounding governance and living conditions in

refugee camps, which have been shaped and reshaped by various soespatial dynamics

within these #¢ 0 Gt IOWT Wt 2 NNt qigéc qAcaG Gt WII2Ya2JT1 We Ul
represents the contrast in sociospatial dynamics, characterised by being both temporary

and permanent, exceptional and normal, as they oscillate between théuidity and stability

of social-spatial structures. The causal mechanisms of these structures influenced the

camps evolutions Rq6 RUWaq6 WWa Y213 GWUqWAWgs JW0Waqd JWHRI He
t Rgea ¢ qRYUwWe Ul W6l WmwéedcURgcecl ReUWHYUT RagRY UwlOL
the refugee camps in the Gaza Strip is characterised by being fragmented. Palestinians in

general, and refugees in particular, are still impacted by exceptional conditions
characterised by a lack of access to statehood and contined displacement. As these

conditions result in the indefinite temporariness of the camp living space, governance

practices have shifted, overlapped, and sometimes been overlooked in specific thematic

areas.
p fOGUORAD WRIMUIIKWNDRAC GOl WAC q It

Employing Elder-é ¢ 1 + kK t L bl = MN ManlbktdloBicpRpBrspdtives)thisi Bhapter

analysed the governance of refugee campshighlighting the overlapping roles ofvarious
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organisations and normative social institutions, and recognising refugees as not just a
unified group of victims. For example,the UNRWA as an organisation is composed of its
people, who are predominantly refugees themselves. Based on their roles, those staff
regulate their relationships by acting on behalf of the organisation (Eldarass, 2010), while
remaining deeply embedded within the camp's existing social fabric. This dual position
enabled them to effectively transfer technical knowledge and enforce regulations essential
to UNRWA operations. Consequenil, the agency exercised governance through these
individuals; while organisational policies shape the staff's professional conduct, their
integration into the community allowed them to extend this institutional authority directly

into local social structures.

As mentioned by one of the participantsand presented in this chapter,at some point, a
dustman employed by UNRWA had the power to request that aid be cut to a refugee family if
q6 13! WHI Yt 1JWO Thisshowisthall asPElésdtinian refugee, being part of refugees'
norm circles and their spatial camp arrangements, would act on behalf of the organisation
they are affiliated with, implementing its interests to fulfil their duties. Thus, an organisation
like the UNRWA relied heavily on refugees to implementsitactions and policies. This allows
et WaqVYWt JWWags WWAcaWt qgRURecUWI Wnea NIt indvdyas.G 2 UR q !
Rather, although they were socially homogeneous, they held multiple powers and agencies
through their norm circles and organisationsand exercised various overlapping loyalties and
interests. These interests were also sometimes conflicting in viewing the camp space as
temporary or permanent, creating issues in the camp space governance, as discussed and
explained. These tensionscan beunderstood through the ontological combination of critical
realism and assemblage (Rutzou & Eldevass, 2019). This thesis suggestsusing this
ontological combination to envision and analyse the tension between the temporary
permanent perceptions of the camps and their associated sociespatial dynamics

characterised by continued oscillation between fluidity and stability.

245



p fOGURHAD WM IOqRHCE Gl WHE qldt
The Palestinian camps remained under the tension between fluiditgtability, temporary-
permanent, and exceptionatUY | G ¢ G OW NG It JWHEAG G Wel DWW mF HIIGq
mechanism of control and colonialism, and the continued lack of regulation and concepon
of a temporary space by the UNRWA and the PNA. However, the Palestinian camp spaces,
in their very existence, evolved into a material and political challenge to colonialism
(Abourahme, 2025). They became spaces of cultural, social and political agencwith
refugees practising forms of the citizenship they are deprived of. Palestinian refugees
utilised the humanitarian space and system to create their political identity and
representation (Feldman, 2018). For example, as presented in this chapter, theeRgees
Popular Committee was established based on the women centres, youth clubs, and sports
clubs originally established by the UNRWA for a functional role associated with social and
programmatic activities. Given the diverse loyalties and the interseabins of the norm circles
cUT WUYI G¢qR21IWt YRARECTUGWRUY qRge qRYUt WRUWa@6WIWI In
established clubs were also involved in other forms of representation and participation.
Thus, some members of committees were linked to the PLO, shag the same political
struggle and aspirations for statehood and the responsibility to safeguard the right to return.
N6 URI WedqRUGCqQUWYHTWHqR2UIW 2 G+ T U1 W6 WRI Wne U
they mobilised by utilising this humanitarian space to establish the Refugees Popular
Committee to represent refugees, thereby creating political representation within
humanitarian governance (Feldman, 2018). However, as camps urbanised, they oscillated
between the temporary and the permanent, betwer the conception and perception of

space, between the fluid and the stable, and between the humanitarian and the political.

These sociospatial paradoxes derived from and contributed to the fragmented governance
in the camps. The political and social structure that reproduced the temporarnpermanent
features of the camp space created a vacancy in camp governance, leaving criicareas of
intervention, such as planning and regulating the camp space, unclaimed. However, under

q6 W mt qcqlW YnW Gel ¢ Y¥amwlWl ¢UT W q61 YeNEYeqlld GI Y
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businesspeople, and some organisations have enacted developments and constructions

that created a sense of permanencéOlIN G IJ! Wa YARGRY UT WaqVYLWHI 3¢ qldWaq
camps, where refugees regainedagency and utilised aid mechanisms to create financial
opportunities. The findings presented in this chapter suggest that parts of the caniggcame

spaces of economic opportunity, while many households in other parts remained in poverty

and dependency, thereby characterising the camps as at a ¢ q IJ WY 'n LhedEaly, this Y + b FOLLIL
has resulted in poor camp shelters coexisting alongside welkstablished buildings that

offered diverse services, trade, and shops.

Many scholars from city-camp literature have also suggested that campspace and aid
mechanisms create economic opportunities. For instance, n their study of the Kakuma

refugee camp and the Kalobeyei settlement in Kenya, Brankangi al. (2023) suggest that

camps are not sites of dependency but rather a "capitalist frontier" ripe for investment.

Capital, investment and innovation in the refugee camps are fostered by relative stability or

status quo created and maintained by humanitariangovernance (Jansen, 2025). Such
investment triggers spatial reconfiguration to remake the physical environment and refugee

subject, transforming the camp from a site of care and maintenance to a market opportunity
(Brankamp et al., 2023). Thus, underFeldmé UKk t WebE BINN ¥ MR aqc | R¢cdampHY UT Rq
space reappropriation involves the investment and the creation of markets under the
humanitarian governance where aid is no longer just about emergency relief but functions

as a mechanism for longterm regional development (Jansen, 2025). In the protracted
displacement conditions, camps evolveinto az URhie JWn Yl dWYnWmwéeadcURqcC
that are spatially and economically integrated into the host regioms the infrastructure of

aid is repurposed for economic inmvation (Jansen, 2025).

In the context of thecamps studied in this thesis, the findings indicateq 6 ¢ q IO A1 Kkt |
humanitarian interventions, through the allocation of resources, infrastructure, and
services, actively shaped camp geographies. Camps traditionally described as spatial
technologies of control (Agamben 2005; Agier, 2011; CarteWhite & Minca, 2025)

transform through aid forces that lead to the emergence of new spatial practices and forms
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of agency and resistance Maqusi, 2021; Brankampet al., 2023; AlFHomoud & Samarah,
2025).As | explainin this chapter and the nextd WO A1 «k t iditiallyl reanEtdIde @
temporary safety net for refugees, contributed to fostering the political agency of refugees,
enhancing their economes, and most importantly, laying the foundation, through roads,

water, and shelter, for their more permanent citylike settlement.

The presence ofid through theUNRWA and the introduction of humanitarian services have
been mechanisms of sociatspatial changes in the refugee campsSocially, it promoted the
recovery of social norms through the spatial grouping of homogeneous refugee3his
grouping supported scial relations and networks, which are instrumental for the
development of spaces (Peattie, 1968). This research affirms that the social dimension
contributed to the development of the camp space as refugees capitalised on their social
ties, kinship network, and historical relationships to create opportunities and develop their

camp space.

Furthermore, the UNRWA contributed tanaintaining social distinctions and demarking of
Palestinians as refugees and noswrefugees through its system, creating competition over
s6caqllsct W YJJYUWet Wnie+el RYet wWadcURqgel ReUWt I
shown above, aid continuity through the decades, coupled with the centralisation of
UNRWA services in Jabalia camp, created economic oppiinities for investment and trade.
This has enhanced refugees' economy, agarious distinctions between refugees and non
refugees have faded over timeBesides sharing political identity and culture, economic
opportunities in the refugee camps brought in investments and trade between refugees and
non-refugees in the camp space, which capitalised on their already establishedocial
relationship. As the findings showed, thesenvestments boostedthe land and house market
in the Jabaliacamp, particularly in the upmarket areas whergefugeehouses becameworth

millions of dollars (Interview 27)

Through the creation of thecamp's property and land market, refugeeschallenged the
temporary notion of the bHYUHIIJR2 JI wllHc G GW GeHIWH! WI D¢ GGl Y

exchanges of land and propert@d lUIN| ¢ T 2 ¢ da! WHEc UNRUN Wa GiMItHeGE ! + RH
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campq YWt YRRcOOG! We Ul WWHYUYOGRACGO! WRYUL gl edqllagsé
T YWOYqWé VYAl WnY! Gc¢dWYs (Mhrmadtdn@odly nBvan fthéylsoltdad » A WsN
AYeaN6qWaqds Wt 6 3dqldl + We Ul WagdéWWml RN qllgYWHIIUWNRQq
contract, often witnessed by a local notable iMukhtars(p F #ybr B lawyer.

Spatially, this process of property and land exchange in the camps has contributed to the
rapid urbanisation of these spaces. Refugees saw the camp houses as capital that they
could sell for higher prices, depending on locationpopulation density, and commercial
potential, particularly in the centres of large camps such as Jabalia. Through this practice,
refugees created their own property economy, in which traders and businessmen, as
explained above, purchased camp houses and constructed commercial buildngs and
projects on the land of these houses. Thus, despite the lack of formal recognition of the
space and its exceptional status, refugees reclaimed a kind of normality in property
exchange similar to that in the neighbourhoods of the city, reclaiming #ir right to the city.
As Agier (2011) argues, it is a process of citgaking, as camps develop their owreconomy,

class, and property market.

Throughout the decades of camp evolution and the citynaking in the camps, the camp's
"lived space" has become the site where political identities are formed, social hierarchies
are negotiated, and "new forms of citizenship” emerge (CarteWhite & Minca, 225, p. 36).

It is where dwellers stop being just refugees and become residents, neighbours, and citizens

of their own unique city-camp, pursuing cultural, economic, and social activities.

This chapter has also shown that no authority accepted the responsibility for organising the
HcOoGW GeHWAWEY W WWHI WeqRYUWYnWGW! G¢UWUHD WS ¢t
the fragmentation of governance and opened the door for refugees to impree in
constructing houses and expanding their living space. However, these improvised
expansions are seen by scholars as a political act, as what is conceived as spatial violations

of the original setup of campswas essential for refugees' survival Thus,the evolution of

camps involved shifting power and authority that werenegotiated between refugees, the
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host state, and the humanitarian regime (Maqusi, 2021). Improvised building practices have
significantly impacted the social, spatial, and economic characteristics of the refugee
camps as discussed in this Chapter.One of these significant impacts is the issue of

overcrowding, which has contributed to deteriorated living conditions in the refugee camps.

The issue of overcrowding in the past two decades, in general, has contributed to increasing

social problems like domestic violence, undermined the educational attainment of refugee

children, and caused health and mental healthrelated problems in the refugee community.

This overcrowding and deteriorated living conditions have preserved the sense of
exceptionality of the camp, making refugees express their willingness to find better living
conditions outside the camp. Despite evidence and reports indicating worsening of living

conditions in the refugee camps, the UNRWA and international donors have, in general,
continued to address the camps and refugees from a purely humanitarian perspective,
neglecting the protracted nature of the issue (Feldman, 2009However, there has been a
 RnqUWRUWO Al kt WeGGlI YeHRS6WRUOWI WeaRUNWS Ra6 Wa6 1J
displacement of Palestinians. Particular sociespatial dynamics have impacted the nature
YnlWagddWwWe NWUA!D £+ WRUq I 2 18tty i’ hidtad@bdvdthrefdgées and q 13 LY n
their committees, the temporary nature associated with political symbolism of the camps,

the creation of permanency by refugees, the dramatic evolution of the camps versus their
deteriorated infrastructure and housing, all required the agency to be pragmatic, negotiating

its niche for service provision while taking a cautious approach to what would be acceptable

to the refugees and the donor community. In the next chapter, | will discuss the interactions

between the UNRWA and the sociespatial dynamics in refugee camps, introducing the

¢cNUUR! kt WIRURqRC¢qR2 1t WaqYWIU6¢cURNDWaq6 WAz RG qWIU2
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7.CHAPTERSEVEN THE UNRWA AND HUMANITARIAN AID IN
THE REFUGEE CAMPS

TIOM Uql YT eAqRYU

BNEUWSO Al Wet VI WqYWG!I Y2RT DWHIGYq6 13t Wn Yl Wad
European countries. My parents used to talk about these clothes and

describe them to us. Also,they used to tell me a lot aboutw B /& +diF
TYKOG¢C6mwAlWs 6 RAS WRY We WHRWJIUq! DWn Yl Wagd3wWd Ai  Wq
meals and Omega3 pills for refugee families andhe UNRWA school

students. My parents and grandparents used to tell me about the events

that they lived through in the 1950s and the 1960 (Fatima, 2021,

Interview 03)

It is generous, something they have never seen before, and it comes from Europe, clearly
indicating the political attachment to humanitarian aid. This is howratima, from the Jabalia
refugee camp, described to me the aid services that the UNRWA provided for the first
generation of refugees in the Palestinian camps. It is a kind of assistance carved in the
memories of those who experienced firsthand displacement andexile. The humanitarian
assistance the UNRWA provided effectively fulfiled emergency needsparticularly
regarding the needs associated with food, clothes, and medicine. The continued provision
of education and health care services has also been instrumental in preserving the human

development of refugees. One can argue that the UNRWA has sucassl in this endeavour.

However,s 6 J0Wec Ucd! t RUNWq6 W GeqRedWet GUHaqt WY Waé6 1J
the story has gone in a different direction. The UNRWA failed to provide adequate sheftar

refugees in the early stages. fle agency also did not introducesystematic urban planning

and organisation in the camps, which underwent uncontrolledfast urbanisation, creating

spatial pockets of extreme overcrowding, poverty, and social problems (Budeiri, 2014). The

UNRWA and other aid agencies preserved the temporary nature of their spatial

interventions, fulfilling their emergency relief mandate under tB humanitarian situation
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(Feldman, 2018). The lack of planning and regulations alseesulted from the political
sensitivity associated with the official introduction of permanent actions in the camp space,
which always raised questions and scepticism around their intention, as discussed in the

previous chapter, Chapter Six.

In this chapter, | critically analyse he humanitarian aid system, particularly the UNRWA in

Gaza, and its central role in forming the sockspatial environment in the Palestinian refugee

camps. As discussed in the previous chapters, aid systems have emergent properties as

salient organisationsin the refugee camps. These organisations have been influenced by

the sociot Ge¢ qRce¢ O WI ! Uc G RAL WUl W6 IRI Wet t YHRe qII WHCE 2
In this chapter, | discuss and analyse this multdimensional relationship by answering the

third research question:y ¢ Y5 FOI Y 1Jt 106 BKOGI YO YUNRWT OGI Y2 Rt RY U OY
the UNRWA affect and get affected by the socio -spatial dynamics of refugee camps in

Gl Yql ¢HqUT Ol Rt GiieHIWAGWUaqn CO

The analysis in this chapter is built on the theoretical framework presented in Chapter Two,
defining and discussing humanitarian aid in the context of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip,
GRNEGRNEqRUNW q6 WO Al k1t W6 RT WHRLD 6 éhoigng @il R WOt LW |
assemblage thinkingand critical realism ontologies, | present how the UNRWA and socio
spatial structures in the camp interact under a pendulum swing between formation and
causation, or fluidity and stability (Rutzoe & EldeWass, 2019). | anlyse the role of the
UNRWA as the leading humanitarian actor in the Palestinian refugee context, and how the
agency negotiated its role between the temporary and the permanent, andnacted its
influential causal powers through its apolitical instrumental functions of aid provision. |
discuss how the agency reformed its mandate and operations to introduce camp
improvement interventions, responding to the living conditions in the camp<greated by
interactions between refugee camps' sociespatial structures, governance dynamics, and

q6 Wl YOYI + k WwenIUT ¢t 1o
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This chapter has two main sections. The first focuses on the introduction and the formation

of the UNRWA for the Palestinian refugees, critically discussing the agency's role as a pure
humanitarian,non-G| YaqUHqRYUW UneaNPUJWYI NDcURt ¢cqRYUAWI 3217
existence, mandate, and relationship with the refugee community, arguing that this
HYUqUUqRYet Wac Ul cqUWécet WarYUq! RA2 qJT Wa VY Wad 1J Wbt
lhiD6 G RNEqWad WO Ai &kt W YOWWRUWNY! aRUNWS WWHE G C
that influenced the sociot G¢ qRc¢ G W ql 2 Haea |l 131 OWNS W WHqRY ULWE 0
evolution and the impact of its work on the material and noimaterial, particularly the social

refugee structures and the role of health and education services in building refugee

subjects.

The second section continues to analyse the role of UNRWA, investigates how humanitarian
management has affected the camp space, and draws on findings that highlight the impact

of aid on the economy and the agglomeration of services within the camp spacé this

section, | relJA GO Y! W[ PWGT GcUkt WlZMNYb W UYqRYUt WYNnLWWqb
w62l ¢cURqgel ReUWHYUT RqRYUnlWqYWHI RgRHAcGO! We U¢ca! t
context in the Gaza Strip and the impact ahis oscillation between the emergency and the

chronic in the spatial environment. The final part of the second section focuses on the
ROGeHqW YNWIR2RUNWAHYUTI RqRYUt WRUW I IneaNWWW HE G C
Infrastructure and Camp Improvement Progran (ICIP), which the UNRWA has initiated over

the past two decades in response to deteriorating living standards. It highlights how the

UNRWA creategpockets of enhancement in the refugee camp space. Thignal Discussion

and Conclusion section firstly presents the findings from critical realism perspectives. Then

it critically engages with the debates on humanitarianism and builds on lessons from

O Al ktWéalGcURqqclI ReUWs YI ¢t WROUWq6 WWHRYUqU#+aqllYnle

TIONO Ai vl 6 ¢ q RYGUILE VY #J 4
T aTOHTAT BHtOIcUl ¢cqtoc UT togq6 1tz acec UKDl W2130YGaWUqtO
The United Nations Relief and Works Agencfpor Palestine Refugees in the Near East

(UNRWA) has been an integral part of the formation and evolution of the refugee camps in
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the Gaza Strip, providing material assistance, establishing camp shelters, and contributing
to the restoration of social norms and the social structures of refugeesin addition, the
organisation as an influential structure hasinteracted with the various sociospatial
dynamics of the camps, influencing the space and the lived experienddere while adapting

and manoeuvring the effects of the evolving camp environment.

To cater for the humanitarian needs of the Palestinian refugees, the UNRWA was created in
1949 to provide humanitarian assistance to more than 700,000 persons who fled their
homes as a result of the Aralsraeli war (UNRWA, 2007; Bocco, 2010; CJPME, 201Dhe
agency wasestablished via the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) Resolution 302
(IV) on 8 December 1949 (UNRWA, 2007; Bocco, 2010; CIJPME, 2@Husseini, 2025,
replacing an adhoc humanitarian intervention program that had been carried out mainly by
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC) (Bocco, 2010).

The agency initially operated under a dual mandate intended to be temporary. Its initial
objective was a shortterm relief measure, until the end of 1950, designed to alleviate
starvation and distress through the provision of food, housing, healthcare, andducation.

Its core objective, however, was the economic integration of refugee@I Husseini, 2025)
By employing ablebodied men in irrigation and construction projects until June 1951, the
agency aimed to address the socioeconomic roots of the crisislt was believed that this
approach would eventually render UNRWA unnecessary, provided that host governments
were prepared to assume responsibility once international aid was withdrawrfAl Husseini,
2025). 7! WRWaGOY! ROUNWI IneaNWWt WRUWMs YI t+ wWGI YTUHgt
refugees, transition them away from traditional lifestyles, and implicitly encourage them to
accept permanent resettlement and new citizenship, effectively erasing their past (Reet,
2010). Geopolitically, the initiation and continued operations of the UNRWA were seen by
the United States and Western Powers as a stabilising factor and a tool to hinder the spread
of communism in the region (Peteet, 2010; Al Husseini, 2025). Many saw that promoting

economic approaches to solve refld 1JIJt K WGYUO RqRHAC G WG YAG WGt Ws ¢t U
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foreign policies to utilise economic integration in the host countries to prevent refugees from

reverting to communism (Peteet, 2010)

Nonetheless, the O A1 wdikssapproach to the refugee issue has been criticised and
met with suspicion. As Peteet (2010) affirms, refugees viewed this rehabilitation as a
political trap designed to negate their right of return, and they resisted these projects while
simultaneously utilising the aid. Bocco (2009) highlights that these early "works" projects
were driven bya reintegration fund aimed at dissolving the refugee problem through

economic development rather than political repatriation.

O Al «kt WRUqWI Uc¢ eeRiffdlinkibétednle¥ohdmitl gréspksity and political
stability as essential for a successful peace process (Bocco, 2009However, according to
GlWcett JDRURWBIZM=ZPbLAWO Ai kt WRURqqRcecOWs YI tt WGIY
steadfast resistance of refugees to such interventions. Refugees viewed UNRWA relief not
as charity, but as an inalienable entitlement symbolisifd W aq 6 JWRUqW1 U¢ qRYU¢ 0 LW
obligation to uphold their right of return. Consequently, they interpreted any attempt at
economic integration, whether through largescale irrigation projects (19521955),
transfers to Gulf states (19591960), or even infrastructure upgrades within the camps, as a
political threat designed to erode their refugee status and permanentise their displacement

(Al Husseini, 2025)

NEWIWo Al kt WGcUT ¢cquWU2Y0201 Wqdl YeN6YeqlgRGIJWa
besides relief assistance in thec N 13 U #reag of operations, including the West Bank, the

Gaza Strip, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria (UNRWA, 200%3.Al Husseini (2025p.371) notes,

O Al kt WGYOR#H! WW21Uqe ¢ lbdwel cofnRonaddrominatdftdbfi ¢ a # 6 LU
agreement among all parties. By the 1960s, the focus moved from collective resettlement

schemes to individual empowerment through education. This shift satisfied all
stakeholders: refugees gained skills without forfeiting their political rights; host countries

gained an educated workforce and continued international aid; donors accepted the cost to

prevent political radicalisation (such as communism or Islamism); and Israeli authorities,
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despite their criticism of UNRWA, cooperated with the agency to maintain stability and

reduce the economic burden of their occupation(Al Husseini, 2025).

For other refugees worldwide, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR)
was created under the 1951 Geneva Convention relating to the status of refugees and its
1967 additional protocol to provide protection, assistance, and durable solutiongBocco,
2010 and CJPME, 2010)Durable solutions for refugees can be one of three options.
Voluntary repatriation, where refugees return to their country of origin if it is safe and based
on their informed decision; local integration in the country where they are currently living;
resettlement by moving to a third country they agree and accept to move to. However, the
UNRWA is not mandated to pursue durable solutions or protection for the Palestinian
refugees. With itsapolitical mandate and the prevailing political status quo, the agency
focused on the human development of Palestinian refugees as a gateway for protecting

refugees’ rights and preserving their dignity (de Jong & Aced, 2014).

b W Rt A2t t DT WRUOW9G6¢ Gl WOoAWqé WWmwe UYGcecaYet WRUL
the Geneva Conventionand the temporary mandate of the UNRWA hindered the agency's
ability to offer protection to the Palestinian refugees. Thuslalestinian refugees were denied
access to protection and durable solutions by the international system, which did not
provide the UNRWA with the mandate to conduct such pursuit. Palestinians were given a
non-implementable right to return; a right that lacked the political will or tools to be
implemented, which rendered the refugees in limbo. The UNRWA, as an organisation under
these anomalous circumstances, was part of the constellation of components of the
assemblage that formed the Palestinian refugee figure and the Palestinian refugee camps.
As a newemerging organisation, the UNRWA wg@nd still is) influenced by the international
powers, mainly formedby Western Sovereign states, as well as the geopolitical context in

which the agency operates.
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Furthermore, the UNRWA funding depends on voluntary donations from donors, mostly

Pt qul OweYeUql RUYt We U7 Waé WRI We O (FRtet ULbhenfberY | T RU R
states, including regional governments and the European Union, contributed 92.6 per cent

of the UNRWA budget, which stood at USD 1.46 billion in 2023. The main contributors to this

budget are the US, the EU, Germany, the UK, France and atMgestern governments. This

T WGUUT WUR! Wéect W6Rt qYl RA¢GO! WRAGYH DT WIRGRqt WYL

solutions or create autonomy from the political interests of donor countries (Bocco, 2010).

W dWcett JDRURWBEM=ZPoWUOYqUT AWNWYGYGURqRHCE G W A
mandate and operations since its establishment. The United States, for example, initially
saw the UNRWA asa tool for stability in the region (Irfan, 2024Al Husseini, 2025). In
addition, funding to the UNRWA has been used as a tool to exercise political pressures on
Palestinian refugees, reflecting the geopolitical regional interests of donors, which
FYOGUQqROGWH WTUYGelI TR VDT WaqsWlWO Al kt WEHRORq! WaqY
Fe UT RUNDWqY W6 DWeNIWUHR! W6ct Wt 6 Rna T WHet T wyowl YU
political alliances and priorities, imposing financial challenges that led to a decline in the
O Al kit Wt ¥l 2RAEWE W7 131 oW il sopdthtiodsshave BesnlistddE M= N b O
affected by T YOVYI + k W YATWHqR 2 Iobjedtite da setijeR wfageas | i theid q 6 1J L
displacement locations (Bocco 2010,Irfan, 2024). In other words, it is argued that donors,
especially the United States, used funding to UNRWA as a tool ¢ontain, manage, or even
punish Palestinian refugees and achieve political objectivesas withholding or providing

funds was often embedded in the political agendas othe UN member states (Irfan, 2024)

Nonetheless, throughout the decades of displacement and humanitarian services, the
UNRWA a nonpolitical organisation operating in a highly politicised context, became a
pragmatic and solution-oriented (Bocco, 2010). The agency developed the capacity to deal
with its ambiguous mandate as a refugee organisation that does not pursue durable

solutions, and by being the only UN agency that deals with a particular group of refugees in

17 https://www.unrwa.org/how -you-can-help/how-we-are-funded
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a specific geographical area (Bocco, 2010)f U q8 IWO Ai &t Wl WGYI quqR
cqRYUt WeUT Wq6WWActat qRURCUWARNN2NIUY wAlWl qd 1JW

acknowledges its indirect contribution to protection, stating that:

NGl YeNSWRat WHY! WWGI YRI ¢G Gt WY nwWet t Rt q¢ UHL
its range of interventions with governmental authorities, UNRWA provides

a measure of protection to Palestine refugees in its areas of operations. The

task of finding a comprehensive soltion for the IsraeliPalestinian conflict

cUT WqWWAcat qRUNKDWI WneNPUWWGI YAGUGAWE Ys 1J2
mandate but is rather the responsibility of the parties to the conflict and

Yq6 Ul WGYTURaqRHACOWEHqVY!I + OWO Al «kt Wl YOUWWRY Wa
G2 GcOWN PW2RVIYGANUqWIWUITH WYnNWAecGUt qRUDWI PIner
2007, p.5)

NEWWUYqRYUOWYnWmBRUqU! RIwWRY WI WGUEqUT We UT Wae UF
refugees and their cause. It has inflicted paradoxicality on refugee camp space and its social

dynamics. In addition, it has affected the way the humanitarian aid apparas works for the

Palestinian refugees by fostering temporary actions, starting with designing and assembling

the refugee camp space and then providing interim shelters and interim assistance under

an interim mandate that lasted for more than seven decades.Under these conditions,

successive generations of refugees have embraced and reproduced these temporal

concepts. While waiting for the grand return, refugees' social and spatial practices

promoted recovery and built their identity around shared origins andtruggles, creating a

sense of provisional life. This has contributed to the accumulation of contradictions,

| Ut 20 qRUNDWRUWCGC Wbt qc qPUWYNWGE! ¢T Y+dwAWEt WTI J2130Y
manifests multidimensional contradictions between the temporary and permanent, the

fluid and the static, and in the perception of the camp space by different actors. While these

camps were meant to be temporary, they existed for decades; while refugees were meant to

find durable solutions, they remained in dispacement, and while these spaces stabilised,

they were shocked again by emergencies and conflicts.
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Due to the indefinitetemporary situation, the UNRWAand its top management had to

BRUGI Y2Rt UwWHA! WLRGGIWANWNUqRUNDWI W6 HRIGRgecqRYUW ¢
modes of operations. As Bocco (2010) argues, although this was challenging to the UNRWA,

q6 JWec G HRNa2Rq! WRUWGqE 1 UbckoBIeAR Tka WiElE WA 1 Yo Udaild ¢ YOOI HblLdind| 1
provided the UNRWA with the space needed to manoeuvre and expand its mandate
throughout prolonged temporary conditions. Thus, in the absence of a political solution, the

UNRWA has operationally expanded the coverage of its mandate to include the
descendants of 1948 refugees in its servicesyy registering them and providing them with
humanitarian assistance, which expanded thedefinition of Palestinian refugees (CJPME,

2010). The broad mandate allowed the agency to introduce human development activities

under essential services, including primary health care, relief and social services, and

primary education. These services haveontributed to better protection of the Palestinian

refugees and their cause without compromising their right to return (Bocco, 2010).

Despite their attachment to the right of return, the refugees needed material assistance and
camp development interventions. Especially in the early years of the exodus, as discussed
in the previous Chapter Fivethe material assistance provided by the UNRWA contributed
to the recovery of refugees' norm circles and social structures by alleviating poverty,
opening spaces for social interactions, and offering the refugees the opportunity to rebuild
their community and look at their futures. Abu Mohsen, whosi a refugee from the Jabalia

camp and a retired UNRWA staff member, mentioned:

rdhrough its services, the UNRWA has a great role in creating social,

political, and cultural structures in the refugee camps. For example, the

O Ai kit W GYI qft WHG2 AN Ws I JW GYI gt AaWAT 2 #HE qR
provided many services. However, these gwices 6 ¢ 2 JWHWIIIOWI T 2 #HIJT OH

(AbuMohsen, 2021, Interview 15)

The UNRWA has created and provided functional sergiovernmental services to refugees in

the refugee camps. Many refugees and communities in Gaza refer to the UNRWA with the
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qll GWmqé JWHTG2IWNY21W31 UdWUgwioWl #HY!I T RUNDWqYWaqd I
serves 5.9 million refugees in its area of operation. The UNRWA employs more than 30,000
staff members; the majority of them are Palestinian refugees, and around 10,000 dfem

are in Gaza.

In the Levant regions, the UNRWA runs 706 schools, 140 primary health care clinics, and

113 women and community centres, and it provides almost half a million refugee families

with loans and microfinance. In the Gaza Strip, the agency runs 183 schools, p2Zimary

health clinics, and 7 women's centres, where it has cumulatively provided more than

128,000 microfinance loans to refugee families. This scale of material and nematerial

support has been provided at the early stages of displacement and continuetthroughout

the decades, despite diminishing in the pasttwo T 138 ¢ T 13t AWT 2 YWY We Wl JT 2 #
funding and increased conflicts, which have shifted the available funds towards emergency

response in Gaza and the wider region.

Nonetheless, the interventions of the UNRWA have promoted the development of
community structures and contributed to the recovery of the political and social agency of
refugees.Photo 7.1, which | took during the fieldwork in the Jabalia refugee camp, shows the

UNRWA services centres at the centre of the Jabalia camp.
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Photo 7.1 UNRWA centres in the middle of the Jabalia refugee camp

Photo taken by researcher on 13 March 2021

By creating and supporting youth centres, sports clubs, and women's centres, the UNRWA
allowed the community of refugees to assemble thematic normative social institutions that
defendedthe rights of particular refugee groups, especially women and youth, in addition to

the overall community of refugees.

This has manifested in the creation of refugee representation structures such as the
Refugees Popular Committeghat stemmed from YACSs, established earlier by the UNRWA
as discussed in ChapterSix Thus,the UNRWA facilitated refugee communities to organise
and participate. The agencygave refugees the power to shape their socispatial dynamics
and influence their living conditions. AbuSamy from Deir Al Balah refugeecamp, talked
about the services the UNRWAntroduced during the first few decades of displacement. He

stated:

BfF UL q6WNWGEt qalWll g6 dJW O A &kt Wt W31 2R Ws 1IJI I
necessities were basic and simple. The UNRWA used to have centres
HeOGUTl WelWUNMRIS S Bb WK Ona NIt WHY2GT W6¢20WnYVYI

261



to provide milk and free cooked food as well. The foedistribution centres

provided food supplies for the refugees every month. These supplies

included rice, sugar, flour, cooking oil, dried fruit, clothing bundles (Surrah)

b wWeUT Wt 6 Y OWUNSWIWEWIETqbWHEIUg! 13t Ws 31 WY
clinic in all refugee camps had a maternity ward. There was also an

ambulance in each health clinic”. (Abu Samy, 2021, Interview 14)

Humanitarian aid serviceshavealso influenced the language and terms used byPalestinian

refugees. Even in the daily conversations between refugees, they devised terms associated

with the aid system's serviceswhich were notused outside that system. For example, as

shown in the previous quoteby Abu Sammy and many others during my conversation with
refugeesd Wa 6 1J Ws Y I d WnhaYiktrddcgdddltiefine the space or the service centre

that provides readyto-lJ¢ qq¢ UT WHY Yt JT WnYVYT IOWNG 1! dlddot YWeat 1
describe the bundle of clothes and shoes that were wrappetbgether and provded for each

family as part of the material assistance.These termsbecame common and were used

across the refugee community in the Gaza Strip.

The UNRWA has been the catalyst for the human development of Palestinian refugees
through its services and wellbeing programs, which have been widely recognised since its
Jt q¢c¢ HIRt 6 G DU qOWERUHIWN®PMALWCE GG WAC G 1Jt enaitaddR ¢ U W1 13
area have received free primary education for nine years (de Jong & Aced, 2014). The
education services and the primary health care provided by the UNRWA are universal to all
refugees regardless of their poverty status or ration classifications, ich resembles an
urban model of services and welfare. The agency introduced an inclusive education policy
that was adapted to the refugee childrer Hisability, health, gender, and social status in an
attempt to provide equal opportunities to access primary education. Furthermore, the
traditional provision of primary health care by the UNRWA achieved the intended universal
outcomes regarding immunisation, treatment and control of communicable diseases, and

maternal health care (de Jong & Aced, 2014). AtBamerd W | Ya Wq6 JWAIInza NIJIIY
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OYUOGRqqUUAWYt GUHRNRAcTGO! WeT T 1 XIHY VT W6 WWRAOGY! a

education programs, as he mentioned iran interview:

NS IWO Al Wéet WG Y2RT UT Wnl JWIWRIT e /e qRYUW I
has increased the literacy rate in the refugee camps. All our older

generations who worked abroad and in the Gulf countries received their

education at the UNRWA's school. | have noted that most refugees prefer

qyYuwt JOT W6 WRI Wt RT+ WqYWaqédWod A kt Wt #EY YDt
private schools. Nowadays, health and education services are the most

useful services that the UNRWA provides for refugees. More than 4800

refugees visitq) 6 I WO A1 kt W6 W¢ctaqdbWHIRURALWI ¢ RG! HOWNG F
GcOOWHe qWé et WAHXILOWI 132 130 AEISamerc2021, W+ Ge U1 T L

Interview 32)

} WRURqRcOWGH! t RAEc G WRUNI ¢t ql erHagel WWe U7 Wmws Y1t

into the development of refugee human capital, primarily through education. Takkenberg

(2009) notes that by the miell950s, education rapidly replaced physical work ppgrammes

as the primary vehicle for refugee selbufficiency, effectively transforming the "works"

mandate from engineering projects to social service provisionThis shift to education is

widely acclaimed for creating one of the most highly educated popations in the Middle

East. Takkenberg (2009, p.256) argues that this "pioneering human development strategy"

allowed refugees to compete in regional labour markets, particularly in the Gulf states,

thereby achieving a degree of economic selufficiency that physical public works failed to

provide.

The UNRWAC UT W RUq I U¢ qRY UnvdstidentRn hilimaf 1ddpichR éhhakced
refugees' education and theirknowledge andawareness. During my fieldwork, | interviewed
Amani, a manager at an international NGO that implements projects and collaborates with
CSOs and the refugee community in the Jabalia cam®he noticed theincreased openness,

awareness and education among refugees in Jabalia camp compared to other camps and
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places, arguing that this is also associated with services provided by humanitarian

organisations. She mentioned:

/b have noticed that the refugees in the Jabalia refugee camp are more
open-minded, have more acceptance of others, and they are highly
educated, which makes it easier for the organisations to provide services
for the refugees of the Jabalia camp. Many NGOSCBOs, and civil
institutions in the Jabalia refugee camp have started locally and from deep
inside the camps International organisations and institutions have
contributed to developing the Jabalia refugee camp. This development also
happened because therefugees of the Jabalia refugee camp are eager to
develop their lives. | think that developing societies require desire and
power. At the first Intifada, the refugees of the Jabalia refugee camp were
open-minded and eager to educate and develop themselves, which has
contributed to developing the Jabalia refugee camp through the efforts of
international aid organisations. The impact ofthese organisations and
institutions is clear and obvious. When the international institutions fund
economic empowerment projects for poor women to launch their small
projects, they help in developing the economic situation of the refugee
camp. When these international institutions organise awareness and
learning workshops, the educated refugees of the refugee camp attend
these workshops, and they have the willingness and desire to learn and
T 12 13 (AMr@EnD202I1, Interview 08)

D211 q6altt AaWgéldwod Al kt WRUqWUI RaWaGeUT ¢cqiwe U
coupled with the increased refugee population, have largely affected the agency's ability to
continue its universal, highquality service provision. Most refugee camp residents |
RUqUI 2RUs T WnVY!l W6 Rt W 13t D¢l HEWWUWFGI 3t + 3T WRYURL

over the past years especially as health and education are becomingof lower quality,
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HI DeqRUNDWGY! WWAH21 T WUt We UT Wé R UBak fiRrd thélDeid Ale N1JI1Jt K

Balah refugee camp, stated:

Y1 WewWrWl q¢ ROUWGU!I RYT WY nWaqRAWAWgs WO Ai
and requirements of the refugees. Because of the increase in population,

the services of the UNRWA have become unable to meet the needs of the

| Unea Nt IOWNS WO Ai  UalthYaldd educatjad Gdrvices RT 1J W ap 6 1 W6
that are needed. Also, it does not provide effective relief aids and services.

NG Wwod Ai kit W WI 2RAPY WHE! Ja! WA WqWée dnWagd U
f g6 RUt Wa6 13t JWe |l DWGYTORqRHAC I WU&YBa AR I1IJt Wa Y WIJU
2021, Interview 13)

Besides being the main service provider for the Palestinian refugees, the UNRWA has
become part of their identity, a representation of their struggle, and an integral part of their
norm circles and social structure through its local staff and services. Palstinian refugees
consider cutting off funds to the UNRWAeven before the 2023 waras an implementation

of a political agenda that aims at ending the refugee issue and hindering their development.

Abu Samerfrom the Refugees Popular Committee in Deir Adalah expressed it thus:

N6 WO Al WRt Wt ennll RUNDWGe #EWG! Ittt 2l WWaY LW
Hc GGt Wet WeUWWtt WOqReT Wt qUGWaqYWWIUT Waé WWAE T
Palestinian refugees are the major elements of the Palestinian cause. They

are the crucial witnesses of the Palstinian displacement cause.wAbu

Samer, 2021, Interview 32)

Such a situation and the tendencyq Y LG R & R qdéricedare cangidered part of some

I Y U Ypolitical agenda. As a resultfor the past decade,the UNRWA has suffered from a

Gl UA¢lI RYet Wnea Ul RUNWt Ragec¢qRYUWaq6¢cqWaéet WHIIIULWF
objectives of its strategic plan. Lack of funding relative to the population the UNRWA is

supposed to serve is a central challenge for thagency, as expressed by the UNRWA staff |

interviewed. It is constraining and jeopardising the abilitypf the UNRWAto deliver human
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development services, rendering the efforts piecemeal. As it is totally dependent on external
#HYUql RHz qRYUt AWl dWwWd Al kt WnaUTl RUNWRY WERNGT! LW

structures and circumstances.

I o ThY YO @YYna® H ofR ¥ @ik Yna 133 13 U0 q

These vast efforts and the agend§g scale of operations, the association of the UNRW&

funding with the Western governments, the contentious targeting and assessment systems,

and the ambiguity in the UNRW& mandate (not being able to offer protection or articulate

a political stance) haveall created, at some points in the past decadesscepticism among

refugees concerning the intentions of UNRW®& works. Some Palestinian refugees have
suspected that these efforts and the generous donations were attempts to make refugees

forget their right to return, claiming that it was an indirect way to make them settle
permanently in their refugee camps. Refugees articulated concern that the agenky

objective is to normalise their displacement. This objective was never officially adopted by

qé WO AV AWAzqlt YGUIWI ¥t ¥l S W 2nNNUJivallq 6 ¢ qll
establishing the Public Works Program at the early decades of displacenent, that

facilitates refugees' access to jobs and aims at achieving economic integration with the host
community (Al Husseini & Bocco, 2010; Gabiam, 2®). To a more considerable extent and

ironically, some refugees reported to me that their grandparents who lived during the early

years of UNRWA vorks, through jokes among each other, embraced and wished for the
AYUqRUz2Rq! WYNWg6 JWbARUUDNRat WYNWq6 JWI+FYT 2t wAllE
provided by the UNRWA during the early years of giacement.

Nevertheless, 6 WO Ai &kt WeqqUlUqRYUWqYW6e e OWI D2130YGH L
services lacked proper attention to planning and organisation of the built environmenptas

shown above These sociespatial dynamics allowed refugees to gain the economic and

social power to build their houses utilising whatever space was available. T8 Ai k1t W
enhanced human development of refugees fuelled the growth and construction in the

camps, particularly during periods when authorities allowed such expansions, adiscussed

in the previous empirical chapters.
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By having their biopoliticc 0 WU PIT + WmwNe ¢!l ¢UqUUT wWHA! Waqs WO Aj
recover their political structures and question the political agendas associated with their
camp space. Refugees formed their identity around their right to return and the camp
spaces, which represented their struggle and victimhood. This made refugees question
attempts to develop the physical infrastructure in the refugee camps (Al Husseini & Bocco,
2010). The development attemptssponsored by the UNRWAand aimed to alleviate the
material suffering in the camp space contrasted with the idea symbolisation of the camps
as a manifestation ofrefugees' suffering and victimhood (Gabiam, 2012). Thus, through
social structures like the Mukhtars (leaders of original village groups) and the Refugees
Popular Committee, as discussed in Chapter Six,refugees preserved their identity as
political subjects to safeguard their right to return while managing their relationship with the

international agency.

In turn, UNRWA had to gradually build up its development portfolio, continuously testing the

waters for refugee acceptance and avoiding any massive transformations in the camp

space. The UNRWA focused its development initiatives on human development by ning

significant education and healthcare programmes in addition to microfinance, which was

provided to refugee families to build their economic resilience? 1J¢ G R U N LU 5-0R @) 5 106 LLL /b F
situation of camps, the UNRWA provided refugees with quagjovernmental services,

| JGI 3t JUgqRUNW ¢ Wmea URe JW RUqUI UcqRYUcaWRU21It q
DHYUYGOGRHW RND6qt WYnWYUWWGE! qRH2 G WHE qUINY! ! WYn
SMZPAWGKWO=ZPbo OWf U210t qa W0qt WRULWI 1Jnop Pridriiesk WIIT 2 #
consuming the largest proportion of its budget. Education has been a strategic orientation

to achieve protection, preserve the identity of Palestinian refugees, and enable their social

mobility (Bocco, 2010; UNRWA, 2023). Abu Basil, from DeAl Balah refugee camp,

mentioned:

pf W6 RO Wadc¢c qllagd dWa Yt qWdnndAqR21IJW I 2 RAIIY

the refugees are the education services. The UNRWA has raised the status
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cUT W6 WWRAOGY! qec URNDWY nWqa6 IWIT e #@opRY U Wt 1JI 2 Rt
Basil, 2021, Interview 13).

Furthermore, the UNRWA has invested in local communities of refugees through supporting
the development of their structures and capacities. One of the UNRWA staff members |

interviewed mentioned that:

wf UWRYOGOGEHY!I ¢cqRYUWs Ra6Waq6 W9 78t Algs dWd A
training activities, and initiatives that contribute to developing the youth.

cYs W20l AWqdéll JWRt UKkqWeée UWRUOT WGKUT WUqWGI YNI
program. The UNRWA works on relievingdlrefugees and enhancing their

CHRORq! WaqVYWeHHAIL T WGY qllU dARd Mdbainthédi’n 2 qa | 1JW Y
2021, Interview 29).

Apart from the initial provision of shelters, the UNRWA has not systematically intervened in
the physical evolution or the future planning of the camps for decades. However, the agency
recently established the Infrastructure and Camp Improvement Program @IP), discussed

in detail in the next section, as a responsive measure to the deteriorated camp infrastructure

and living conditions.

20t GRqUWaqéWWs RT Wl WAYNDURqRYUWYnWO Al kt WIRGOR
refugees, the agency has adopted advocacy policies and collective empowerment to build

| Una NIt K WHCc Gelme Rhidh idbattibltéd ftoldtiein longerterm protection

(Bocco, 2010; Gabiam, 202; Al Hussein, 2012). Being unable to provide permanent

protection through achieving durable solutions for refugeeswhich are inherently political,

the agency tried to operationalise innovativelyby mainstreaming protection in its aid

delivery. Operationalising protection is a pragmatically good step, but refugees still lack the

privieges Y Hq ¢ RUNDT WH! WG Y q ARt RyYdidndedYrRiondraidll cittzens a) 1
Nonetheless, the UNRWA kept developing its protection programs and in its latest strategic

plan for the period from 2023 to 2028, the UNRWA adopts the pursuit of protection through
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complementary services rather than the realisation of durable and sustainable solutions.
NE6WWnYaaYs RUNDWqU+qWRY WIFaql ¢ HqlIT 42028 YO Waq6 WO Ai

b[ R tagefAcywilbeldsiire that Palestine refugees are protected through
the realization of their rights undennternational Law. This will be achieved
through a number of complementary approaches, namely: providing
services in a safe and dignified manner; meeting the protection needs of
vulnerable and atrisk Palestine refugees through preventative and
remedial action; and engaging duty bearers to respegcprotect and fulfil the
rights of Palestine refugees. In addition, UNRWA will make its programmes
more gender sensitive so that the services it provides are equitable,
ensuring that all Palestine refugees women, men, girls and boys can fulfil

theirnid 3T + We¢ U7 W UT YNRMWAGA0BIplE) RN G gt HOw LW

fqWRt WaURGWE!l WEYsWaqsWWoO A ditysbRaieds Up&tecdlarlye 1J LW Y 1 LW
governing political authorities and statesto promote the protection of Palestinian refugees

while at the same time being a neutral, apolitical organisation and without being mandated

to do so by theinternational community. Throughout the past decades and under the
implementation of a similar objective in its previous strategic plans, thagency only exerted

advocacy efforts to promote the rights of Palestinian refugees under International Law,
6RN6GRNGEqRUNW wGI Y q lJ#H q RIMterAtienal T Law Raudh G tRrgetédt 1J LW 5 R q|
interventions with dutyH 13¢ 1 131 + We UT WY q6 1 WI+Fql Ucallt q¢ct I6Y T

Despite being unable to offer a durable protective solution for Palestinian refugeeshe
UNRWA, through its services, offeredhem the opportunity to grow and recover their
political identity as Palestinians aspiring for the right to selfletermination and a just
solution for their cause. Part of these servicedssq 6 B WO Ai &kt WRUqUI 2 30qRYU

built environment. | discuss this role in detail in the next section.
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THOD Ai &kt WRUqqWI 2 30qRY Ut LWRAJ2WNSIIIUHHCYUOGE 1J + q L
O Ai  «t WRUq ) ladkingpivtéction ang turable solutions, and the rising need to

enhance the living conditions for Palestinian refugees in protracted displacement camps

pushed forward the agenda around adopting and clearly articulating mediurterm plans for

the human development of the Palestinian refugees (Misselwitz & Hanafi, 2010; de Jong &

Aced, 20149. These efforts culminated in the 2004 Geneva conference, doosted by the

Swiss government and the UNRWA. The conference recommended a reform pronmggan

ambitious agenda for human development and suggested developing a strategic planning
framework acknowledgng the political status quo regarding the Palestinianquestion. The

HYUnJI JO0JWI I#YGA W0l ¢ qRYUL Ws I JWedat YWRUOt GRI T
mnl ¢caBls Yl tWnYl WTlel ¢cHGUIWY YieqRYULt WNnYI WI IneanR
dissociation betweenl Jna DIt K W RN qagYWIUTY! W IARUJUOqWiIR2R
to return (Misselwitz & Hanafi, 2010).

As a result of the recommendationsof this framework, and to respond to the challenges

HI D¢ qT WAH! Wadé IJWe |sphceathe I NRRVAinttHdece ltsnivim ftastrGature LL

and Camp Improvement Program (ICIP), aiming to better understand and organise the

Hc UGt kWt GeqReadWIU2RI YUGUWUqWe UT WRUqWI 2000 WqY WR
2014; Tayeh, 2022). Through these new programmatic lenses, thgency started to tackle

the largely deteriorated infrastructure and housing conditions in many refugee camps,
responding to pressure from the international community to introduce an agenda for reform
qé6cqlc Rt WaqYWHI RUNDIKRE R W aldeRg: s Hudadmytin d o FeR emlity

that a permanent solution for the Palestinian refugees is not foreseeable.

In this section, Icritically T Rt A2t + WO Ai kt WRUqU! 2 J-URRVBILER U He 6
and their contentious impacts on the camp and refugees, providing details from the ICIP in

Gaza that represents the culmination of th@D IJUH! kKt WHCc 2t ¢ G WRG G¢ Aq WY U llq
of refugee camps. The section critically presents this discussion in the context of the

continued oscillation between crisis response and chronic responses, drawing on lessons

Guecl UqWn!l YaWwWO Ai kit Wel AcUWGHE ¢ UURUNWIU+ Gl RUUKRLD
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T 0= KBNWK Y U damRMUFMRI CDOI 1 OMWIT oo dIdastyY O qldUgq RY et 1Ol Y
O Ai

NS W6 2 G ¢ UR q ¢ thaRediltdd frRom thé staie oilewcHption post1948 war has

entailed creating the category of Palestiniamefugees. Obtaining this category determined

how people labelled as refugees would live their lives afterwards and was the primary
determinant defining entitlement to humanitarian assistance (Feldman, 2018). As a new
category, being a refugee strips the individuabf political and legal rights. Still, for
Palestinians, the category of refugee became part of their political identitywith reference

to which they have pursued the right to return and access international assistance.

Theintroduction of the aid systemunder the rfaumanitarian situations, particularly through

the UNRWA, has beesignificant for the Palestinian refugees and their camps. It has helped
them preserve their original social structures and recover their agency, as | discussed in
Chapter Five. It has also contributed, directly and indirectly, to the human development of

refugees andtheir living space.

Thishumanitarian apparatus and its longerterm services have becomean integral part of

the background consciousness of Palestinian refugees, shaping their lives and living
conditions through a distinct pattern ofservice provision (Feldman, 2018)However, in the

Acitilt qRURcUWt RagecqRYUAWq6 Wl W6t Wedse! + WHIWUOL
GaU#rHgecqRYUAwWCE Wt 6RNaqWHANgs JUWOWHGS!I YORBRWUWDWIIT We
events. For instance, shifts of moving from longeterm marginalisation, poverty, and the

chronic juridico-political exception to more life-threatening acute crises happened in the

June 1967 war, which produced a new wave of displacement. The Palestinian uprisints

frequent military escalations in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and lastly, the devastating

October 2023 war on Gaza have all been examples of dramatic shifts between the

humanitarian situation and condition.

The UNRWA has been relatively successful in responding to acute emergencies

successfully delivering the lifesaving aid needed for refugees to recover. However, as
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circumstances shifted back to the chronic, the UNRWA resumed focusing on human
development. The agency faced challenges tackling chronic issues aside from its work in
Education and Healthcare interventions. Thisvas mainly linked to its interim mandate, its
short-term funding cycles, its inability to pursue durable solutions, and, mst importantly,

only slowly respondingto urban challenges and the changing socispatial conditions.

The UNRWA had to deal with continuous international political shifts in addition to the
dynamically changing needs and conditions of its refugee participants. Recognising these

facts, the UNRWA admits that the definition of the category of a Palestinian fteyee is
instrumental, a working definition. This has translated to a focus on registratioof refugees

who show that they are in need of humanitarian assistance, utilising the category of

ml BN NUWwWgYWNY21Jl OWe RT WGI Y 2 RiatRheé tegistrgtidhandd ¢ U A W=
counting of Palestinian refugees postN @MY s ¢ | AWRU W6 WWGS ¢t IJWY n Wa6 1J |
when the category of a Palestinian refugee was being created, was challenging and
problematic (Cheal, 1988; Feldman, 2018). Thus, the UNRMntroduced subcategories for

operational purposes and tobetter manage its limited resources Refugees were classified

based on their needsidentified by®O Ai k1 W¢t f, dadhlasad N a i It qRUR¢ ULl 13
cUT W e¢W mActalt gRURcUW I WneNWUW YDORNRAGIUW nY!l W ¢t
categorisation has created tension and has been contentious among refugees who view

access to humanitarian assistance to be their right and entitlement &m the international

community, whom they blame for their plight and inability to introduce a just solution for

their cause. One of the UNRWA staff members mentioned in the interview that:

mNEWWANGRIINWeUT WEYRRCUOWENI 2RAIIE WAI YNNI ¢ 0 LWt
emergency bases related to vulnerable Palestinian refugees, such as some

vulnerable refugee families who do not have houses to live in. These

families may include persons with disabilites, women, and children, and

they might live in a refugee tent. These families are a high priority to provide

them with the help they need. Prioritisation is based on specific needs

2UT Ul WgéWWe GHI YadGeWYnWgsdwd A kt WGI YNNI ¢ Gt
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b Bat WGI RY!I RqRIJt WA ¢AbwWNohbyhihad RG2A1, Lihtetviewd 1J5 Y1 t HOm LU
29).

Adopting systematic categorisation and ongoing assessment of eligibility for humanitarian
assistance has meant that the UNRWA is acting responsively rather than proactively. In
other words, the agency vas unable to plan for all refugeesor for its future endeavours until

it had assessed eligibility This has reproduced the sense of instability for refugees in the
O A1 kit Ws YI t WAWH centinibllypésessing Bnd eaddesdirg thHir eligibility
for assistance, particularly for food rations, microfnance support, shelter rehabilitation,
and temporary job creation (education and healthcaravere universal for all refugees). This

systematic categorisation has beencarried out under the umbrella of the refugee category.

However, as noted by many scholars in literature, the systematic categorisation and

subsequent reduction in services by the UNRWA created tension and controversies in the

relations between the refugees and thegencyacross the many decades of the existence of

refugee camps(Feldman, 2018) Furthermore, Palestinian refugees maintain a complex and

often paradoxical relationship with UNRWA, characterised by a simultaneous sense of

distrust and deep attachment (Gabiam, 2012). While they do not necessarily expect the

agency to provide a politica solution, they view its continued existence as vital. Tthem,

UNRWA validates their visibility as refugees and stands as a testament to the international
HYGGeaURq! Kkt Wn¢ROel DWgqYW Wt YE2UWaqd6IJRI WGERNG q HOLW!
longstanding tensions regarding the agency's avoidance of the ptital roots of the conflict,

| 3t D¢l ASGWRUT RAC qIt WGc!l NUW e GGYIl qWeavyYuUnw Inenid

These tensionshave fuelled the sense of instability and temporariness over decades that

UYzal Rt 6 101 Waq6 Wbt q ¢ q lJ HesedidGystenasloffmbridesibdgfatblbd@itol q R H 2
of the eligibility to receive aid assistance enacted by the UNRWA have affected the
relationship between the agency and refugees at theamp level. The question of eligibility,

which is who is eligible for a particular type of assistance, has created imbalanced power

b ql e #Hael 1JHILRRY UlihgldmEUnnGt RIGOWN 6 D IWAY AN¢c URIUC RV g & LIt by
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right to investigate and control entitlements to aid. Thus, under this humanitarian condition,
cUt 't qUulAWY N WHGYIRARUNDWWIGRNRARGRa! w6 ¢t WHIIIU WY

There is a strong commitment from the UNRWA to hire Palestinian refugees, acting in roles

similar to local government workers in particular thematic areas of service provision, to

promote refugees employment (Al Husseini, 2010), and provide the needed manper to

implement the system of categorisation and aid control on the ground (Issa, 2009; Feldman,

2018). Employmentat the UNRWA is considered a privilege for refugees. Besides providing

refugees with the opportunity to enhance their skills and employability, the UNRWA has
contributed to improving the economic situation of displaced families by paying
HYOGGe!l ¢cqR21IG! WNYYT W ¢dcecl RN WqYWRat W gqéenmnWa 3G A
for this research highlighted this fact by comparing the pay of thdNRWA teachers withthat

of the government teachers. Abu Abdallah said:

NG IWO Al WqUWeHEIII Ws 6 Y Wallé Fearisla USPS WP a6 We Ul
1,000 salary in a month is not similar to a teachewho teaches the same

grades in a government school anatarns ILS 1,200 Israeli Shekels (SD

MMMb Wt ¢ G¢ | ! L[Nt Wddalldd ReRLIntérview @3DLL

N6l YenRD6WRat Wl Wt GYUt WWaqYWaqdWWmée e URge!l Re UWLHY
poverty, the UNRWA has contributed to the economy of refugee camps. Besides refugee

staff salaries, the aid distributed to refugees in the campss traded, and the distribution

centres and UNRWA services compounds have acted as catalysts for markets and
transport. Refugees traded aid and sold commodities for those visiting the UNRWA centres.

In my frequent visits to the Jabalia refugee camp, | visilehe area where the UNRW#gentres

are located. Itwas consistently busy, with peddlers and street stalls next to fancier shops

and service offices, all in the streets thatled to the UNRWA centres.This emergent

economic activity in the campis not an intended intervention by the UNRWAbut has

organically erupted and grownPhoto 7.2 below shows a popup seller just at the front of the
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O Al kit WnVYYT WGE! H#IUGH WT Rt ql RAzqRYUWHIUq! We qllc

lentils, and cooking oil,which are commodities distributed by the UNRWA.

In this emergent economy of aid, Feldman (2018) suggests that Palestinian refugees use aid

provided regularly by the UNRWA as a source of income. This is fundamentally true as aid,
RUWg6 R WHEt WAWRYE REGIIL2IRT We WR O Lidiépdivei Ropig this 6 RH 6 LW
refugee community is open to selling aid commodities in the camp and the surrounding

areas. Refugees have sold aid commodities to obtain cash that they needed to use to fulfil

their diverse needs, similar to any other city dweller.

2 P R T

£ X

Photo 7.2 Refugees selling the contents of the food parcel distributed by the UNRWA.
Photo taken by the researcher on 13 March 2021

Thecase of the Jabalia refugee camp central market and thgop-up stalls around the health

clinics in the Deir Al Balah refugee camp are perfect examples of aid contribution to informal
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DHYUYOGRUt WRUWGRY 6 el &) Ik IWME R4 Rt GaecH#HIWIAG LI UqWt #IU
shaping the sociospatial spectacle under thes/bumanitarian conditionks The main market

in the Jabalia camp, the ARwda market, was established around the UNRWA centres. The

opening of aid distribution centres and the concentration of the UNRWA services, coupled

with high density and good transport routes, have made the market successful and a desired

place for tradersand businesses. The majority of interviewees ithis research suggest that

q6 WG 3t WURJIWYnWwWO Ai &kt W I 2RAVH WRUWCE WGE! qRHAE
economic boost. Abu Fadi from Jabalia municipality mentioned the immediate impact on

land prices, saying:

BNEUWNYa2Ul ¢cqRYUWYnWaq6IWO Al kt WHWUq! It We
related to a great economic role. Nowadays, when the UNRWA constructs

a building in a specific location, the prices of pieces of land around this
GYHRCqRYULWI Rt AHREDD 2021, RnéeoyiEdaliod)FOms LLI LU

Besides that, there are popup sellers and booths around the UNRWA health clinics (see
Photo 7.3 below). These booths specialise in selling particular goods that could be needed
by those coming to visit the clinic, like mother and child clothes, detergents, hygiene items,

accessories, etc.
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Photo 7.3 Informal economic activity near the Deir Al Balah refugee camp clinic.

Photo taken by theresearcheron 20 February2021.

When present in a particular area, aid services create mobility of peopigho come to these
areas to receive servicesand thus creating activities andopportunities, even informal, for
trade andeconomy. Even refugees livingn streets that lead to or are adjacent to UNRWA
facilities used the spaces in front of their doorsteps to sell goods and generate incom&his

is an indirect impact of aid that has led to an alteration in the functionality of the space.
Refugees adjacent to aid facilities benefited rom the mobility around their location of
residence to generate income Photo 7.4 below). Abu Abdullah, an NGO worker who lived in
the Deir Al Balah refugee camp, also noticed the change in the functionality of the space. He

said during the interview that:

pi 6N U0W6 WWENeaaq6 WHLIUgl 3t WYl Wi RURHAE WY n Wa 6 1
GecU! WAYYq6t We Ul WHel | RENUJY Wgdeqlt aaWNYYT ¢
qé 1! Wel YWHe GGl Wagswd Al kt WHIRURHALWAGC! t DqK
clothes and houseware items, but not groceries and food supplies.
However,the market of the Deir Al Balah refugee camp is different from this

market, and its shops and booths sell groceries and food supplies. The
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distance between these two markets is 20 meters; however, they are
T RnnJl JUqWe U lAbnAbduliab) 202 ktdrvievs 05O LU

Photo 7.4 Refugees living neathe Deir Al Balah refugee camp clinic, selling clothes at
their doorstep.

Photo taken by the researcher during fieldworkn 20 February2021

It is evident from the findings that the presence of the humanitarian aid apparatus,
especially the UNRWA, has contributed to the formation and evolution of the camp space,
as | discuss in Chapter Five and hereThe economic impact of the UNRWA has influenced
the reshaping of therbll R 2 1J1 LWt GréftryElersainip rRigfagéa UNRWA staff utilised their
good pay to enhance their shelters, thus contributing to creating a sense of permanency in
the camp. In addition, the UNRWA agglomerated its services in centrateas of specific
camps where refugees from the camp and the surrounding areas should come to receive

their food parcels, follow-up registrations and social services, and access the health clinic.
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Around these centres, informal and popup markets erupted, creating the mobility needed
for the local camp economy. Besides the dynamics discussed in the previous chaptes,
these economic activities and the concentration of services contributed to the rapid
J2YteqRYULWYRWIpSUWHICAHR qAW s 6 I WJWI Ine NIt WH6cUND
CHAYQAVYT ¢ qlWgé WWIRYUY G R A WeIHFRTR2HRGH cHOLGY SLLELIT 2L¥afice 1L
issue of overcrowding equired that the UNRWAInclude shifts in its programs viathe

introduction of the ICIP, as presented and discussed in the next subsection.

T nY®DHYAT Bt 1Of Unl ¢t ql efqgel WOc Ul 109¢ G GHOf GGl Y2134 13U
In the early years of the exodus (Nakba), the UNRWA organised the refugee camps and
provided refugees with initial shelters, marking the beginning of its spatial interventions

(Berg, 2014) After that, the © A1 &kt W He RGT RUDN W construtdtidh Unvere ¢ + ql 2 F
primarily related to the provision of the agency's services, such as establishing schools,
healthcare clinics, food distribution centres, and social services offices. In the camp, there

have been some adhoc infrastructure enhancement interventions in response to acute

emerging situations, such asstreet flooding, sometimes in collaboration with local

authorities (Oesch, 2020).

cYs W20l AlgéIwd A7 kt WGa¢UURUNWeUT W6 3WyY!l ne URt
Gl Ut JUquwWe UT Ul WgéWWWmwdea ¢ URqgel Re UWIHY BdganauihY U w HOLWN
its early inception, when UNRWA constructed culturally and materially inadequate refugee

shelters in the 1950s During data collection, | interviewed Abu Ahmed, an elderly refugee

who witnessed the 1948 exodus (Nakba) first-hand and lived through the spatial
development of the Jabalia refugee camp. He explained the first decade of féering from

the spatial interventions provided by the UNRWA at that time. He said:

pf UWaq8 DWAINRUURUNAWq6 I3t YWE Yet 3t Ws I JWTeat g
beginning of the 1950s, the refugees had to face heavy rains and floods. It
was a complete mess. The refugees were moved to live in schools, and

some of them died in the floods. The suation was tragic. After that, the
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UNRWA built small houses with palmfrond roofs that were painted with

mud and pitch. In summer, the pitch of these roofs melted and collapsed

because of the high temperature, and it caused a huge mess. Each four to

five refugees were living in the same roun; that was never enough. |

remember at the age of 15 or 16, we had to build two rooms made of mud
qYWIR2UVWRUWq6 NG WANHEC 2t DWaqs WO A kt WéYet L
surprised, but in 1956, | got married in one of these rooms made of mud.

Life was extremd 0 ! LUEAbU Ahided, 2021, Interview 11)

Nonetheless, the increase in the number of refugees, the economic growth and the changes

in geopolitical contexts throughout the decades of displacement have led to drastic

changes and uncontrolled horizontal and vertical expansion of refugee camps, shifting

towards more permanent building structures, as discussed earlier. The UNRWA failed to

take proactive measures to govern the building practices and expansion of the campnd
tsRUqqUI 230qRYUt Ws W31 ywyYUG! WRAGHEWGWUqUT WRDIW It GY

a piecemeal way (Budeiri, 2014).

Nonetheless, this humanitarian aid paradigm, which lacks planning andpays limited

attention to the socio-spatial urban dynamics in the refugee camps, has begun to shift

towards a more proactive approach since the inception of the Infrastructure and Camp
Improvement Program (ICIP) withithe UNRWA in 2007The program was established

based on the recommendations of the 2004 Geneva Conference to enhance the living

#HYUT RqRYUt Wwe UOT Wt q¢c¢UT ¢!l T+ WRUWq6 W IneNIJUJWHE G GH
anl WGl YaYqRUNDWI WnenNWt kW RN6qWaqYW Wagel UWOWNG 1IWO

mx e URSGVT WRUW=ZMMTWgqYWETTI Ut Waq6dWT gl RY
camps, the Infrastructure and Camp Improvement Programme (ICIP)

operates on the premise that the spatial and environmental conditions in

which Palestine refugees live cannot be divorced fr their livelihood or

well-being. Consequently, ICIP adopts an integrated, comprehensive,
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participatory and community-driven improvement of the built environment
YnWAcOaUt qgRUNDW I UneNRPWWWHEGGH Alle qRIRT RUNW 2 |
(2025)8

It is an attemptby the UNRWA to capitalise on its development agenda as a promoter and

catalyst for human development, recognising that spatial conditions are inseparable from

refugees’' livelihoods and welbeing. However, this recognition came latemore than 50

years after the establishment of the camps. This delay could be attributed to the nature of

q6 DWqUaGYl ¢l ! WaecUl ¢cquaWle WaeHt WYnwWe UT W31+ qeUT RU
associated socio-spatial nature of refugee camps, as well as th political circumstances

that questioned planning and infrastructure provision in the camps. As a result, camps have

evolved organically via refugees' action, with adhoc infrastructure provision, improvised

building of houses, and markets.

Muna Budeiri, who served as the first head of the ICIP since its establishment, wrote a
chapter on the dynamics of the space, temporariness, development and rights ithe
Palestinian refugee camps in thebook edited by Hanafiet al. (2014),tited 0 A1  wWe¢ UOT W
Actalt qRUR¢cUWA NNt alW | YOWARDGRIYnWe UT Wi YI t 1+ Wa
acknowledges that even early planning attempts for refugee shelters by the UNRWA in the

1950s failed because the refugees had already established their sheltelusters based on

their family networks and origins, and there was no sustainable framework to follow up on

the evolution of these plans (Budeiri, 2014). The findings | presented in the previous chapters

confirm that the UNRWA kept such spatial formatiomof shelters that grouped refugees from

the same original village in a particular cluster, contributing to the recovery of social norm

circles (discussed in Chapter Five)However, beyond that period, the geopolitical events

that shaped the refugees' lives have impacted th&t ¢ 0 Gspafiallevolution. As the camps

stayed in indefinite temporariness, proactive and official traditional planning practices were

18 https://www.unrwa.org/what -we-do/infrastructure -camp-improvement
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hindered, encapsulated within the juridico-political ambiguities, and tabooed to preserve

the symbolism of refugee camps (Budeiri, 2014).

Prior to the inception of the ICIP, infrastructure and spatial interventions were responsive to
a particular need or crisis, a piecemeal approach that lacked vision and a sustainable plan
bi721 DRI RAW=MNNb OWNS IWO Al k1t Wiagccsheked gravsod,q 31 2 130
rehabilitation/repair of substandard individual shelter for some vulnerable cases,
piecemeal camp infrastructure upgrades, and rehousing after a particular emergency or
crisis (Budeiri, 2014). Remarkably, theagency has implemented limited housing
interventions. At the household level, the UNRWA only implemented shelter interventions
to enhance the living standards of individual households in the refugee camps. It is clear
that these interventions were not systematic andnly included those refugee families who
were affected by certain emergencies or were destitute and unable to rehabilitate or extend
their housing unit. Although such material support is important in terms of providing welfare
for the poor refugees, these shaker enhancements were only based on refugee family needs
and their level of vulnerability at certain pointsn time. They did not consider any overall plan
for the urban enhancement of the camp space. One of the UNRWA staff | interviewed for this

research explained to me that:

NG W6 Yet RUNWGshtEs asedldd lthieg eateddries; first,
the houses that have been damaged because of wayrsve consider them as
an emergency; second, the houses that have been damaged because of
water floods, we consider them as an emergency. We provide these two
categories with essential needs such as blankets and mattresses. The third
category is related to recommended houses(after assessments). W\
examine the condition of these houses by arranging field visits to them. We
have a specificscoring system based on the technical assessment of these
6 Y et Pbuk@anidl, 2021 Interview 30)
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Although late, the UNRWA has introduced the ICIP to fill this gap infrastructure provision

and camp improvement planning Sinceits inauguration, the ICIPhas¢ T Y G q 13T -UlR tUId-# R q !
or camp-city vision of refugee camps aiming at enhancing the urban environment and
infrastructure in the refugee camps via communitydriven strategic planning (Misselwitz &

Hanafi, 2010; Budeiri, 2014; Tayeh, 2022). In its latest strategic plan, the UNRWA adogts
orientation towards community-led camp improvement planning. According to theagency,

since 2007, the ICIP has completed camp improvement plans in ten camps across the

Levant (including the Deir Al Balahrefugee campin Gaza) resulting in the construction of

public spaces, upgradng of infrastructure, improving road networks and economic urban

spaces, and introducing some recreational and green initiatives (UNRWA, 2023

According to Budeiri (2014, pp.197198), the ICIP adopts the following conceptual pillars:

wpf GGYlI qe¢ UMWY NnW7 2 RIqUWEU2RI YUGUWUqwallée At UYs
the quality of the micro/wider-scale built environment and the quality of everyday life.

Ml AeUWAG ¢ UURUN®Wwa We grikdipRs adrdbdedtlgractides,Untl@iingg O UR U N |
community-driven planning and designthat allow the UNRWA to operate holistically
at the urban scale and address complexities in the Palestinian refugee camps.

wf UgqnNl ¢qlT Wf Oqll 2 00qRYUt walll JAYNDURY RUNLWq ¢
| Dhuea RI WcUOWRUqUNI ¢ qldT LWevansus¥ntereéntideg Gredahdl G RUt + 1
interventions of the local authorities and the civil society.

wpf U0Y2¢cqR21IWe Ul WnaW+FRHGUVWRUqUI 2 30qRY Ut wa WG
recognise the variations in complexity and different social, political, and economic
environments in the different refugee camps.

BIR2RAOHYU G2 URq! WGEl qRARGEqRYUaW6¢l U+ RUL
environment by involving camp residents in studying the planning of the spatial

Hécl ¢cRqUl WYnWgédWRecaGGWe UT WHAEGRq¢GRY RUNDWYUL
skills and assets.

NI ¢ Ut RqRYUWN I YOG W PDORUNWaqYW W200YGGWUqmwa Wq
recipients to active participants via systematic participation in fundraising, planning,
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and further human development. Also, the UNRWA structures should be transitioned

towards more developmental and communitybased processes.

mEet q¢ RUCHRIORq! WYnWwWH6cUNUwallHa RGT RUNWG Y WL
sustain their living environment so that improvements are not isolated from socio

economic development.

Through different donorfunding, the UNRWA has been piloting the implementation dhis

ICIP vision in different camps such as Nahr @Bared in Lebanon, Neirab in Syria, Talbieh in

Jordan, Dheisheh in the West Bank, and Deir Al Balah in Gaza (Tayeh, 2022). The main donor

for this project in Deir Al Balah is the German Government throughd KfW Development

Bank. At the time Iconducted this research, the project was being implemented, and an

agreement on implementation had been reached between the communitgf refugees and

UNRWA in Deir Al Balah. Abu 8w, a refugee from the Deir Al Balah camp analctivist in

the campAlWlgqc dt T WecHYeaqWaqdWIWf 9f Akt WRUqqWI 2 0U0UqRYULWG

mentioned:

NG IWE ¢l t 1Jq Wt o4Balkbl opllbéa darapdsléktehde® frobhl thé
parking lot to the UNRWA schools to the north of the Deir Al Balah refugee
camp. This street is very narrow and can fit only one car. Nowadays, the
UNRWA has made a deal with the ra§ees who live on the west side of the
street to destroy their houses to expand the street. In return, the UNRWA
offered to give them houses near the AQastal area in the east of the Deir

Al-7 ¢ T ¢ 6 (AffuRammly, 2021, Interview 14)

AbuRami, who is a project manageinthe® A1 &kt Wf 9f AWRUW] ¢cA¢c Allgecat I

plan and the progress of the intervention:

BANDHWDUqG! dlls JW6 ¢ 2 JWHWIKJIUWs YI t RUNDWYUOWT 32130 Y
refugee camps in the Khan Younis and the Deir -Blalah areas. These
projects aim to enhance the living circumstances of the refugees in the

refugee camp. The refugee camps are overcrowded places that have
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narrow streets. The development projects work on extending the roads and

creating open areas, which require the destruction of some houses in the

refugee camps. So, these projects also work on constructing muHstorey

buildings for the refugees whose houses were destroyed. We have built 121

apartments in the Deir Al Balah area and 34 apartments in the Khan Younis

area. First, we work on housing the refugees in mulsitorey buildings and

apartments. Then we work on the development process that includes

destt Y! RUNDWSG Yet It We UT W BT 3t RDURU @Hug 6 W ql J1Ja
Rami, 2022, Interview 34)

The UNRWA adopted participatory planning and a phased approach for the implementation.
Delays and changes were inevitable due to total dependence on external funding, donors'
preferences, and geopolitical events. Phase | of the program, implemented betweez018
and 2019, included shelter rehabilitation for some refugee houses in the camp, but this has
been delayed and diverted to repair damages from the frequent conflicts (Tayeh, 2022). The
UNRWA only secured the funding for Phase Il in 2021 to build apagnt blocks and rehouse
121 refugee families in order to demolish their camp houses and prepare for the
implementation of street widening and establishing open squares in the neighbourhoods.
As the camp streets became very narrow due to uncontrolled house expansionBhase Il

entails the implementation of street widening and rehabilitation (Tayeh, 2022).

The programme faced many implementation challenges besides the precarious funding
landscape and geopolitical tensions.N ¢ I3t WWRUHGaT UT WRURqRcOWI WTWUF
| 3t RT WO0qt W e lWgYWe URWI q¢ RUq! WeHY2 qigdé WG YT IIH
negotiations happened between the refugee families, refugee committees, and the UNRWA.

As Tayeh (2022) reported, # residential scheme consisting of apartment blocks was

initially rejected because refugees wanted a standalone housing unit that they could extend

in the future, mimicking the improvised expansion practice they adopted in the past

decades. In addition, discussions have been held on the areas of the apartments, the

location of potential apartment blocks, UNRWA services, and the support needed for
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refugees’ livelihoods after they move out of the camp, aimintp reach a consensus (Tayeh,
2022). TheRefugees Popular Committee took a substantial part in these discussions. Abu

Samer, from the Deir Al Balah Refugees Popular Committee, mentioned:

ml JWEe2WWAHPWOW s Y fuRded) pbjéd) tHat bag beend ¢ U
executed by the UNRWA for 3 years. This project aims to reconstruct the
main street of the Deir AlBalah refugee camp. The street is tiny and not
suitable. The Popular Committee communicated with the refugees and
convinced them to destroy their houses to rebuild the main street in
exchange for giving them an apartment in the ADastal area. ThePopular
Committee face a difficult choice by removing part of the refugees outside

the Deir AlBalah refugee camp. But, | always say that the refugees, who are
the symbols of the Palestinian issue, are not supposed to live in terrible
HY UT R q/A&bY ShméOR02N, Interview 32)

In general, refugees showed a positive receptiorio this project after discussion and
negotiations with the UNRWA. They welcomed the intervention that helped enhance their
housing conditions and the camp environment, which relieved them from many daily

problems (Tayeh, 2022).

Nonetheless, Tayeh (2022) suggests that the developmental shift with holistic initiatives

t eHGWEY W6 IWf 9f AWWRY WHI RGGO T WA! Wl WeHz1 1 JUqUWHI
[ DOGT ¢ UKt Wat=MNYb WARYURIUDGqIOWNE! 136 Wel =MdFoals thee | Nea 1t
foOf AWGct Wael UUT WRUqYWe UWmI+qlUT U1 W DERWINWYGUI
protection mandate (Tayeh, 2022, p.16). In additionthe Israeli government has been
weaponising the destruction of infrastructure to dedevelop the GazaStrip (Tayeh, 2022),

particularly in the refugee camps, to sustain the marginalisation of refugees and render

q6é6 G WGl ¥a! WGet t R21IWI 1IHR GRpddicallLY re LHG dJdH U Rimpic DR A
1998), as discussed in Chapter Two.The ongoing regimes of control, destruction, and

collective punishment expose the limitations of humanitarian aid agencies, which are
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unable to protect the civilian population and cannot tackle the underlying root causes of

displacement (Tayeh, 2022).

From another perspective, Misselwitz and Hanafi (2010) indicate that planning bureaucracy
in refugee camps will always collide with everyday life and the established structure of
informal forces. They suggest that in the case of the UNRWA, grassroots powehallenged
the planning initiatives to end their external dependence and toplown decision-making,
and to offer better representation of the community interest.Asdiscussed in Chapter Five,
refugees were initially grouped according to their extended families, and they reproduced
and renamed their residence blocks to resemble their original villages. This has continued
as related families mostly lived in adjacent hases. Thus, the changes in the built
environment require conversation with refugees to bud their consensus and understand

their preferences, similar to what has happened under the ICIP in Deir Al Balah

In order to provide a sustainable impacton refugee camp improvement,observers suggest
that humanitarian actors should acknowledge the established sociespatial spillover, by
having improvements integrating both the new and old built environment, blurring the
official boundaries of the camp, and findingradical solutions outside the camp boundaries
to reduce the population andthe built densities (Misselwitz & Hanafi, 2010). Furthermore,
democratic and sustainable camp governance structures should be supported, learning
from local municipalities, pursuing wider refugee community involvement and articipation,
and working closely as a legitimate partner with the hosting authorities (Misselwitz & Hanafi,
2010). As discussed regarding the establishment and role of the Refugees Popular
Committee, refugees have proven their ability to recover their representat and political
structures. The findings of this research assert that the existence of representatives from
the refugee community contributed to filling particular governance gaps as discussed in

Chapter Six.

Given the precarious context of the Gaza Strip, the political and operational challenges for

camp improvement presented by Tayeh (2022) and Misselwitz and Hanafi (20X@main
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valid. The sociespatial structures in the camps are interwovenwith each other. Social
norms were preserved via spatial arrangements in the campsMoreover, the spatial
arrangements offered some camp spaces opportunities for economy and trade, which

fostered social relations between refugees and nosrefugees.

Nevertheless, the Gaza Strip can be seen as an extreme case in terms of the radicality of the
AYUntiRAEqWe Ul WGe UHge ¢ qRYUt nlWYnWaG¢c URqgel Re ULl
and accumulated positive outcomes in its ICIP pilot and regarding its human developme

approach in general. In a relatively more stable context, evewith minor crises, initiatives

like the ICIP could offer pragmatic solutions in the refugeecamps in protracted
displacement scenarios. It is not anticipated that such an initiatve would rebuild the

refugee camps as fully integrated neighbourhoods in the hosting city or as a sustainable

modern human settlement because refugee camps inherit the juridicepolitical exception,

impacting both social and spatialstructures. Nevertheless, such initiatives could definitely

help improve the living conditions, offer more dignified living standards and foster the

human development of refugees.
THOORt Het t RYUWe Ul wovyUrRGet RYU

This chapter has critically discussedthe role of the UNRWA and the reciprocal relationship
between the agency and the sociespatial dynamics in the studied refugee camps. The
chapter focuses on the role of the UNRWA because it is the dominant aid agency created for
Palestinian refugees. This Discussion and Conclusion sectionprovides further analysis
highlighting the main findings and discussing them from the thesis's ontological
perspective. Thenit links the discussion presented in this chapter back to theoretical

debates related to humanitarianism and humanitarian urbanism.
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p fOGIORAD WRMMIKWNDRAC OO WAC q It
In the Palestinian case, lmmanitarian aid organisations, particularly the UNRWA, have been
part of the formation and causation stories of the Gaza Strip refugee camps. They were part
YnlWag6 WPIe! a! Wet t DAHGeNUIWaéceqlls ¢t WennIHEqIT WA! W
and they were among the stabilised structures that remained while the refugee camps
J2 Y0217 WRR G N dbbtidR moRgosition. In such a "citylike" context of camps,
humanitarian action has taken a functional role, arguably a semgovernmental role, witha

particular focus that is defined by a mandate dictated by the international community.

O A1 hkumanitarian work is indeed characterised by topdown management

approaches where international expatriates fill senior management positions to preserve

the international identity of the organisation and maintain accountability to the General

Assembly andthe UN system in general (Al Husseini, 2010). However, as camps have
HIJEY G 1 WG YOl RYWISHRKE 6 1J! Wn e aqel W YaUW GUHRNRHWHAGS ¢
on the ground, living conditions, social structures, and particular spatial arrangementsin

the city-like camp, different modes of humanitarian management are required to
accommodate the ongoing evolution of the space. To cater for theH RidR!t I WU T + WRC
refugee camps, public servants, such as teachers, medical doctors, nurses, and social

workers, who are refugees themselves, are employed by the UNRWA.

As discussed in Chapter Six and here in Chapter Seven, this thesis analyses the UNRWA as

an organisation, highlighting its roles as practised mainly through refugees who
continuously negotiated their overlapping norm circles.According to Elder-Vass (2010)

HI RqRAcCOWI D¢ dRt Gkt UdrgahigatidnsyafeRtrictirdd Ehtitled of sbetal] R 2 1
groups who have emergent causal powers with commitment to the entity and specialised

roles and authority relations.As noted in Chapter Three, the UNRWAS an orgnisation,

employs more than 11,800 staff members in Gaza, with the majority of those staff members

nl YOGWq W UnenRWWWRYGGa URq! IOWNG 2t AWgd IWaecTY! Rq!
of the community it serves. This has created a deep intersection between the UNRWA and

refugees' norm circles.
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O Al kt Wt gennWel DWA¢cTWt qRURcUWI WneaNIJIJt Ws 6 YLWF
institutions as their extended refugee families and neighbours. Those staff living and working

in the refugee camps represent the UNRWA and their behaviour is-determined by the

causal effects of the organisation they represent (Elde¥ass, 2010). ThaeJNRWA refugee

FagennWEPNIGUT WH+FGUGcRUWqé I WeNWIUR! kt WéaacURqce!l F
acceptable to refugee communities, and, at the same time, exercised this mandate as part

YnlWl BneRWUt kW ¢RO! WUOe¢! | ¢ qR2 1t WaRTY WRIY o lllg & #HGURDY B
refugee staff also imposed challenges on them, as they were subject to criticism when they

were unable to influence the agency's mode of work or when they were expected to convey

qYWgswd Ai kit WcAlWaqd W In 2 MierandSKl GlaessSemnig?RID)U k + W H

In addition, through this intersection, refugees exercised their agencyutilising causal
mechanisms oftheir shared norm circles, forcing the UNRWA to shift its policies so that they

intersect with their shared commitment. For example, refugees conveyed their refusal to

O Al %t WRURqRc¢cUOWMms YI t+ wlWl Gl YNI ¢cGGRUDHharddl W Get ¢
commitment to demand the international community to uphold the recognition for a just

solution for their cause. Through these negotiations and tensions, the UNRWK + W& ¢ UT ¢ q L
evolved, making the agency the main contributor to camp evolution through therovision of

education, health, and infrastructure in the camps. Thidas created aquasi-state function

for the UNRWA that constituted a public service provider for refugees at their hosting

locations (Al Husseini, 2025; Bocco, 2010). Through these intersections with the norm

HRI #OG Ut WY nWg6 JWl InenNUWWaYGGaURq! We Ul W6 IRI WRU
through the UN mandate, but alscsocially embedded wthin the local refugee community

hierarchy, providing an avenue for refugees to exercise a citizdike dwelling and create

q6 URI WwpiR2UJT W Ge AIIwIO

Furthermore, as many refugees became part of theUNRWA organisation through
employment, they accessed better financial resources This has provided refugees with
financial capital, contributing to the financial resources needed fothe development of city

like refugee camps. Those refugee UNRWA staff invested their income from the UNRWA in
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their camps, expanded their homes and established economic activities. Furthermore, the

presence of the UNRWA as an organisation presented an economic leverage for refugees in
NUUOWI ¢aowd Al kt WERT Wieqll RedWe UT WaettétwihY AR T R q
refugee camp space, creating opportunities for financial gains and trade as discussed in this

chapter above.? IJt GRaq UMWt YaGWWYnWaqdJWt 6 Yl qnecadt WROUWO Ai
limited urban planning, and the temporarypermanent reality, refugees see their existence

as attached to the existence of the UNRWA and consider any attempts to reduce the
cnNPUUBA! kt Ws Yl tWagYWAIWeOWEqaqlaGaqWaqYWaEe!l GWadldL
Palestinian political parties are against reducing or ending the UNR Kkt WG ¢ UT ¢ qlJW™n
Palestinian refugees. As Abu Jamal from the Refugees Popular Committee in Jabalia said

m ot wayuUnwet Wagsywd A WU+ R (Apu Jauhsd 8021 IntéHhesy DAY 14 Kk WR

p f 0GHRHD WREMIOI IOqRAC Tl IJAC q It
Establishing refugee camps as humanitarian spaces and providing material support and
shelters were the first sociespatial interactions between the UNRWAand the refugees. In
this first encounter, the UNRWA succeeded in providing urgent needs and support for relief
and recovery despite concerns articulated about inadequate sheltes provided at the
inception. Nonetheless, the agency overlooked the camp's socispatial evolution and
focused its efforts on the human development of refugees. Utilising the ambigty in its
GecUl cquAllgs WO Al Wect W eHADI t nedd! Wagel UWI WRaqH
human development. However, being unable to provide protection and durable solutions
alongside overlooking urban development for decadeshas contributed to the improvised

evolution of camp spaces and exacerbated thestate of paradox

The UNRWA has indirectly influenced the spatial environment via its economic and human
development roles. As | have shown in the findings, the mobility created around its centres
and the economic support provided for refugees via aid and employment have daely
affected and reshaped the camp spaces, creating commercial spaces and increasing the
viability of the areas surrounding itsservice locations. From another direction, the UNRWA

has supported refugees and their development, enabling them to recover and generate
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income. Refugees received education at the UNRWA schools, which fostered their ability to
get higher education and then employment. They were employed by the UNRWA itself, the
governmental and private sectors, and abroad, sending remittances to their relaes in the
camp. Refugees' enhanced income, mostly invested in the construction of their houses,
contributed to the organic, refugeeled, uncontrolled evolution of refugee camps, whichhas
created severe overcrowding.Poor refugees and those with limited incomes remained in
destitution and expanded their shelters gradually room by room, using whatever
substandard, sometimes unsafe building material available to themAll these expansions
were not controlled or regulated, which created the paradoxical overcrowded conditions in

the camps.

This thesis drawsYULW q6 JWT Rt Het t RYOWYnWwW[ UGl G¢ Ukt Wbe=MN
GY2R0000qWHPYgs WO0WagélWmwéaacURge!l ReUW Ragecec qRYUm
movement between fluid formation and stable causation. Crisis and emergency conditions

exert pressure m the socio-spatial structures, which could cause them to collapse, reform,

or trigger the formation of new structures when responding to urgent situations. The
destruction of houses, for example, is a spatial devastation that requires the formation of

collective efforts at different social and organisational levels to assess the damage,

mobilise funding and provide temporary and then permanent solutions. At the same time,

social institutions of families and wider communities provide support, advocate, and

exercise pressure, where existing structures are challenged on the basis of their
effectiveness and efficiency to respond to the dire situation. When the context stabilises,

q6 l0WmwéedcURqgel ReUWHYUT RgRYUwWRY WG ¢ URMmviveda 1T A LWIA
q6l0WméeaicURqgc!I ReUWt RagecqRYUwW el W ql JUNRq61301
interact, exercising their emergent properties to cause changes that occur, albeit at a slower
GeHUW q6cUW q6 Wl m628¢cURqc¢cl ReUW + Rae ¢ apitalvab IO E R
organisations, like the UNRWA, oscillatd between the temporary and the permanent, stuck

until there is a sustainable, durable solution. Such oscillation of interventions has always
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had a socio-spatial impact and contributed to the other dynamics | have discussed in this

thesis.

As discussed in ChapteiTwo, many scholars criticised humanitarianaid. AsAgier (2011) and
Fassin(2012)argued, humanitarian aid interventions are seen as toolt provide logistical

solutions to political problems. In other words, by framing inequality, persecution, and

injustice as suffering, the humanitarian apparatus reduces complex political issues to

technical, medical, or logistical problems (Fassin, 2012 This has beentrue during the

m6ea ¢ URqgce | Re Uthd ittigl antroguRtion ob thiss UWNRWA tosupport Palestinian

refugees. However, througlout the decades of displacemente UT 131 Waqd6 DWW w62 G ¢ UR
HYUT R RWMEGHAIIIt W ¢ NUWUR! WeUT WaqbWRI WHYUL Rt quUqW R
transformed the notions of victimhood into a manifestation of their struggle and political

rights. This transformation is rather incomplete as the situation of the camps and refugees

oscillated between the fluid acute emergencies and stable chronic conditions as discussed

in this chapter. Feldman (2018 p.234) explains that rthe pursuit of politics within
humanitarianism has been necessary for Palestinian refugees, but it has also been
necessarily limited. The mixing of temporalities, geographies, and goals that is the hallmark

of refugee politics is a source of persistent tension

OUT Wl WagéWWmwsatdecURgel ReUWHYUT RaqRY U wfethhapatudd 1O At |
¢cUTl WeqWagd Wt ¢GUWaqRGWWs ¢t WennWHEQUIT WAH! W YOYI + k W
funding to UNRWA to exercise political pressure on Palestinians. To tackle shthe agency
became pragmatic and solution-oriented. A direction manifested in the ICIP and the

introduction of urban planning initiatives.

Before the ICIP, the UNRWA provided piecemeal and duc infrastructure and refugee

housing upgrade interventions (Budieri, 2014; Tayeh, 2022) which were a clear
manifestation of the nature of humanitarian aid provisionf ULW[ WJGT d ¢ Ukt Wei=ZMNY b W
| Jt GYUt JWgYWe WmnwéadecURgel ReUW RagececqRYUwALWI ¢ qb1J
T RGVWULtRYUt WYNnWq6WWm6edcURge!l ReUWHYUT RagRY Uw oW
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established to be responsive to shortterm crises and focus on basic needs. However,

protracted refugee crises worldwide are challenging this paradigm, with growing evidence

a6 ¢ a LU q éORREHALALE SRR R U WhydddithtiaR Uriadisom Yadd Ritbanl Y T 2 # 1
perspectives and practices (Fabos & Kibreab, 2007; Agier, 2002 & 2011; Sanyal, 2012 &

2014; Jansen, 2016; Jansen & de Bruijne, 2020).

The UNRWA acknowledged the need to enhance the built environment in the camps,
responding to the donor community's desire to improve the camps' infrastructure to

preserve the geopolitical stability. At the same time, the deteriorated shelter conditions anl

q6 VWLbRRGLLWI 3¢ 0 RaRIJt LdroMised é¥dlutibAd eitajlédldndl shiting®f + LU

O Al kit W ql ¢qUNRIJt WaYWYnnJl W !+ qlGecqRAWeI He UL

Néet Allgé W JWéset WARKWOWe Wt 6 RnaqWRUWq6 WO Ai k1t WA
aspect in the introduction of the ICIP. Although late, this shift has been accepted by the
community of refugees, as shown in the Deir Al Balah refugee camp caseteafthey have

seen its benefits through the pilot phase, and via intensive dialogue between the UNRWA

and the refugee community. These types of interventions can be implemented by
humanitarian actors through collaboration with local authorities and the displaced
communities, which is much needed in protracted displacement conditions. International
cHqVYIt W 6Yedl WHIWWGI Y ¢ HicRR ANMURHE WA UIRIY 13 2R QUE We) ALDLNS
to spatial crises, as the UNRWA was. The conditions of overcrowding, deteriorated
infrastructure, and associated substandard living conditions were created by overlooking

the need to plan and regulate refugee camps, ignoring considerations for more stable

governance structures and the lack of systematic engagement of refugees.

The UNRWA is unique in the context of Palestinian refugees as it has actually introduced
some sort of planning to establish the camps, as discussed in Chapter Five. It was
humanitarian planning under its temporary mandate. Planning here is concerned with
establishing a refugee settlement that offers an adequate standard of living and possibilities

for future expansion. Some argued that UNRWA did so during the early establishment of
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refugee camps, considering the location of the camps, the morphology of the terrains,
access to transport routes and infrastructures, and the desire to avoid overcrowding (Berg,
2014). The agency viewed proper site selection, specifically proximity to employment and
urban amenities, as essential for preventing slum conditions and ensuring refugee
acceptance. However, this economic logic often clashed with the security concerns of host

states, who resisted centrally located camps (Berg, 2014).

While Palestinian camps are often viewed as chaotic, Berg (2014) argued that those built
from scratch were initially highly disciplined spaces. Ultimately, the UNRWA did not
explicitly aim to build permanent settlements, but their practical design choicessuch as
expandability of shelters and locations near urban towns, enabled the camps to endure and
expand Berg (2014). This aligns with the findings of this research which confirms that the
camps' initial location and initial planning by UNRWA have contrilted to the way they
evolved later. This is manifested in the discussion provided in the thesis on the differences

between the socio-spatial dynamics of the two studied camps, Jabalia and Deir Al Balah.

However, the UNRW/Aailed to adequately introduce houses that cater for community needs

and their future as the data shows, anaverlooked the regulation of these camps for many

decades. Theyorganically evolvedwhile poverty and overcrowding conditions increased

Recently, the UNRWA brought back a bold model for camp planning through the ICIP as
overcrowding issues became a headache for the UNRWA and its donors, and was seen as a
destabilising factor in the region. The Geneva Conference of 2004 strongly adopteaet
recommendation to improve housing and infrastructure in refugee camps highlighting that

q6Rt Ws Yedl WOYqWHRYGOGG!I YORt DWW WWA¢ Gt qRURe UWI In
RUql YT e#HRUNDWme WUWs AWE YU RE q RAALWR U q lddadh bagedl A LT 172
YOWel AcUWGHE ¢ UURUNWqYWRAGG!I Y2UWWag6 WWHe RiqWWU2RI Y
et al.,, 2014, p. 10). The ICIP approach brought the consensus of various stakeholders

including the Arab League and host states to urgently tackle the worsening conditions of

Palestinian refugee camps (Budieri, 2014).
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or models that could be consolidated and expanded in other camps and contexts.
Nonetheless, acting reactively could create enhancement, but it could also perpetuate the

mpa e qPlUYNWI+FHUIGgRYUwAWEt WRaqlls Ye ol WAKWSE ¢! T WY WR
misery created over decades without radical transformation. Furthermore, all solutions will

remain in the interim, impacted by frequent crises or conflicts that cage setbacks in the

desired plans and cannot be avoided without achieving a durable solution.
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8.CHAPTER EIGHT: CONCLUSION
YoM Uql YT eHqRYU

The primaryaim of this thesis isto understand the evolution process of refugee camps in the
Gaza Strip and the relationship between this process and the prolonged provision of
humanitarian aid interventions. The main contribution of the thesis is the introduction and
analysis of the overarching term, thebt a ¢ q IJ WY n WED tlescribgsttise reonditions

that shaped the evolution ofthe studied refugee camps.

NSWUW mt qe qUW YnWGel ¢ Y+wll | 1J¢ G R q hrolidgh cconbining W Y U q Y
assemblage and critical realism ontologies (Rutzou & ElderVass, 2019. Utilising this

ontological conception, the thesis demonstrates the processes of formation and causal
mechanisms of the socio-spatial structures in the studied camp cases, Jabalia and Deir Al

Balah. The analysis presented in this thesis views the studied protracted refugee camps as

sites of ongoing formation and causation that are influenced by periods of acute

JaWl NWUHRWJt AWqé W Wmwéadc URgel ReUW Ragec¢c qRYUwdAWe U
YI W q¢ HRGRq! AlWgéWWmédea ¢ URgel ReUWRYUT RqRY U Lbl[

This thesis contributes to the broader debatesn the city-camp literature highlighting that

Hc oGt WRUWGI Yql ¢cHqUT W Rt GacecHPDAGWUqWUI2Ya23wWwe U1 131
in protracted displacement are depictedas urban environments with features resembling

cities and towns (Agier, 2011; Sanyal, 2012; Dalal, 2015; Jansen, 2020), they remain
impacted by the state of exception (Agamben, 1998 & 2005), particularly in the Palestinian

case. Thisl WG| YT 2 AIJt Wqd6 DWWt ¢ qldWyY n hydkelcantrattictionliha 6 ¢ q LR
everyday life between the temporary and the permanent, the continued oscillation between

fluidity and stability, and the continued q IJ Ut RYUWH W qs WU W6 JWwpARYURIIR2
P GeHUwWbIX INIJA21 WAWLNS®ONL OWRNG IJW bt q¢ qllUtapll Ge | ¢ 1
literature by reconciling notions of exception and normality that ceexist in the same

temporality and space.
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Practically and empirically,q ¢ IJW¢ U¢ G ! + Rt WY nWaqdé Wbt q¢ qlWYnlWGe | ¢
contributed to the shape and conditions of the studied camps. It highlights the tensions

between the short-term mandate of humanitarian actors and the reality of service provision

for longer-term chronic needs. In addition, through the sstate of paradoxt one can

understand the contradictions in the built environment of the studied camps. Such a
campscape of protracted displacement is largely shaped by the temporarpermanent

conundrum, in which official organisations provide ad hoc infrastructure while refugees

create permanence.

Theresearch contributes to filling the research gap in studyingq 6 J WibRR L WHY Uqld # q
refugee camps in the Gaza StrifRefugee camps in the Gaza Strip have a unigue context that

this research explored and analysed, offering perspectives on how socigpatial dynamics

played out under multiple and layered sovereignties. The research provides insight into how

refugees navigaed their lives amid the complexities of the absence of traditional state

structures and the fluid, fragmented governance. By lookig particularly at the role of the

UNRWA, the thesis offers critical insightsinto the quasigovernmental humanitarian
management of refugee camps that can be discussed and analysed in other contexiEhese

discussions inform the debates on humanitarian urbanism (Jansen, 2018) by analysing the

roles of various actors that shaped the urbanity of the studied camp spaces.

Furthermore, as refugees in Gaza share the same political and legal rigtgs non-refugees,
the research analyses the particular socio-spatial dynamics that enabled refugees to
maintain their distinct refugee identity, manifested in their attachmentto the camp space
and the preservation of theirsocial cohesion. An identity that wasalso preserved through
humanitarian management and the entitlement to UNRWA services, under whialefugees
managed to recover their agency, utilise financial resources, and exercise their politics

(Feldman, 2018).
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In this thesis, | analyse the sociespatial structures and causal mechanisms utilising
retroductive reasoning, constantly moving back and forth between literature and empirical
findings, and theories and my fieldwork data analysis. This approach helped me develop and
build on the conceptualisation of refugee camps in the literature to identify and produce the

thematic findings for this thesis.

| utilise qualitative research methods, including semistructured interviews, documentary
analysis, and field observations, to triangulate the data and inform the tdepth analysis.
Semi-structured interviews are the primary data collection method, allowig for detailed
conversations and reflections from participants. At the same time, field observations help
notice and describe the built environment using the researcher's lenses. | use documentary
analysis to generate initial understanding and then to comiement the more indepth
findings. Comparing the two camps in the case of the Gaza Strip throughout the analysis
helps expand on the discussion of the differences between the two places, which have
evolved in a similar context. By highlighting these diffences, | discuss particular underlying
structures of causal mechanisms and processes that produced distinct powers and thus

influenced the socio-spatial components differently in the studied spaces.

The three empirical chapters preceding this conclusion have provided an-depth analysis
and discussion of the main themes under the research questions. The first empirical
chapter, Chapter Five, discusses the sociespatial formation of refugee camp strucures
since the beginning of exile in 1948 and the ongoing interactions between these structures.
In that chapter, | introduced they t q ¢ g 1J FOY na®©@ainl cantrititto@do the city-camp
literature. It is a new concept | propose and use to encapsulate # understanding of the
camp spacewhen accumulation and culmination occur between conflicting conditions and
statuses. The second empirical chapter, Chapter Six, analyses the reciprocal influence
between governance, living conditions, and sociospatial features, discussing their
interactions and impacts. The chapter engages with the socigpatial dynamic of the
nl ¢NGRWUqUT WNY211 UcURIWE UT W Rt HeitRit 100G Gl2 LTRRIA RLGH
In the third emprical chapter, Chapter Seven, | highlight the role of the UNRWA and its
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D2YteqRYUWcaYUNt RTIWqWIWYt ARGGEqRYUWHIW s 133U W
cUT WH6!I YORHWG!I YGYUNRWUT W Rt GierHWAIWUqWméaacURqeE
Strip.

| present my overarching findings and recommendations in this conclusion, believing that
they would be beneficial forother contexts as well as theplanning and management of
future refugee camp spaces.The following sectionof this concluding chapter provides
summary answers to the research questions presented in the methodology chapter,
Chapter Four. After answering the questionsin the second section of this conclusion, |
provide a diagram that summarises the findings, highlights thetate of paradox ard the
associated discussion points, and connects the main arguments of the thesis. In the third
section, | suggest the empirical, theoretical, and policy contributions of this thesis,
highlighting the main themes that | used to contribute toheoretical and other debatesfrom
the findings. This section puts forward some recommendations alongside the discussion.
Finally, | provide a brief analysis and discussion of the consequences of the October 2023

war, proposing ideas for further research

YION Ut 5 131 RN W kedxtiug RY Ut
Question One: What socio-spatial dynamics have influenced the evolution of refugee

Hc GGt IORUIOq61JK0] ¢ ACOEq! RGn CO

| suggest in this thesis that two major processes influence the way the studied camps have

evolved. The first process is related to the genesis of the camp space and the emergency

situation under which camps were established andassembled. The second process is

related to the chronic conditions that evolved over time via continuous interactions between

the various socio-spatial structures in the camps. Although these two processes can be

seen as having occurred in aequenced® 61 YUY O YN RHEC O WO T A3 LAAU riE 2 100 gl
(2018) elaborates, occur through repeated crisis situations that disrupt the existing

b gl efagel Bt W eUT W HINPVeqUW ¢Wl HEHE s ¢l T4+ W G2 13a130q
bl Db Dt q¢c HGRY 6RUNDWUWVSs Wt gl 2Hqgeal 3t We Ul W gq¢ HRORY R
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As | present and discuss in this thesis, particularly in Chapters Two and Five, answering the
first research question requires unpacking the processes of forming socigpatial
structures and the causal mechanisms that emerge from the time the refugee subgé¢ and
the camp space are introduced due to war and displacement. | argue that such processes
of formation and the enactment of causal powers through various socispatial dynamics
and their structures continue to operate under the oscillation between theemergency and
the chronic conditions. In other words, there were periods of acute emergencies resulting
from conflicts and wars, and periods of chronic and relatively staticircumstances that
caused distinct dynamics in the studied spaces. This oscillation happens under temporary
permanent conditions as the camps are placedunder juridico-political exception while
refugees enact their daily living and contribute to the evolution of their built environment.
summarise below the sociospatial dynamics identified through this research, which |

explicitly discuss in Chapter Five, to answer the first research question.
p fURqRcOONYI G¢qRYUKYNIOI WneNJWtoHEe a Gt toc U1 1o Da

The initial formation of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip happened unden 6 1J W /bt q ¢ ap 1J WY
DFARUVGqRYUwW b1 N¢ O Rrigdéradlb theb displHEeigvl 6f ttha LPalestinian
population and the 1948 war.Refugees were placed under exceptional legal and spatial
arrangements as aid recipients in their refugee campsThe consequences of the state of
exception continued to influence the camp space amid protracted displacement. Under the
state of exception, refugees were forced to flee, leading to the establishment aimps to
shelter them, to be managed exceptionally by the UNAnalysing the initial formationof the
refugee campsentails understanding the first assembling of the sociespatial dynamicsand
their associated structures. As discussed in Chapter Wo, employing the ontologies of
assemblage thinking to unpack the formation of sociespatial structures entails unpacking
the material and nonmaterial, and the human and norhuman components of the studied
spaces (Anderson & McFarlane, 2011). This helps understanding the fluid structures in the
forming and seeing the historical processes of powers and actors that stabilise to produce
habits and practices (McFarlane, 2011).
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Throughout this thesis, |frame the assembling of the studied refugee camp spaces to have
socio-spatial dynamics. Socially, in the Gaza Strip, the formation of refugee community
structures has occurred within a host community that shares similar homogeneous
characteristics. The nonrefugee hosting community facilitated the quicker recovery and
integration of refugees,as both groups shared values and norms and were previously

connected to some extent.

This social support has been fostered or hindered by particular spatial arrangements at the
time of establishing the camps. Those refugees, such as those in the Jabalia refugee camp,
who stayed with nonrefugees for periods before moving to the camp becameloser to the
non-refugees' social norm circles. They maintainedand fostered this relationship after
moving to the camp, located near Jabalia town and Gaza city, where the refugees had
established connections with the host community. Once the Jabalia camp was established,
refugees from particular villages and families were grouped together, which helped them

recover their predisplacement communities and social norms.

Spatially, the camp's initial geographical location and connectivity helpedor hindered
interactions between refugees and norrefugees. As observed in the Deir Al Balah camp,
one factor that hindered the immediate development of relationships between refugees and
non-refugees was the camp's remote and relatively isolated location athe time of its
establishment. In contrast, the camp location in Jabalia was central, enabling economic
activities and connectivity with the surrounding towns and cities. Furthemore, because the
UNRWA shelters provided to refugees at the formation stage did not match their social and
living needs, refugees enacted improvised spatial enhancement when their situation
became relatively more stable. They practised what thegalled b (Tahweet) in order
to expand their dedicated land plots, occupying empty spaces between refugee shelters and
in the streets. This practice reformed the shape of the camp space and totally altered the

guasi-military initial shelter setup provided by the UNRWA (Saleh, 2020).
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Furthermore, the early introduction of humanitarian aid and the generosity of the services
provided contributed to recovery and the relative stability of refugees' conditions. The
solidarity and support from aid organisations provided the necessary meansf refugees to
recover their social structures and enact their everyday dwelling in the camp space. The
humanitarian actors fulfilled refugees’ basic needs, as essentials such as food, water, and
health were catered for. This promoted refugees' ability tgrioritise the development of
themselves and their living space, as the humanitarian apparatus granted the essential
needs. As | argue throughout the thesis, the initial and continued provision of aid and the
humanitarian management of the camp space are mong the main determinants of how

camps evolved throughout time.

p E2YlUeqRYUKYNIOHE G GIOt Ge #1Jt tOoc UT 1Ol Inea RIJIJIOL ql 2 A

Protracted camp spaces are temporary and permanent at the same time (Agier, 2011). They
inherited their temporary nature from the political and legal exceptions enacted on the camp

space and its dwellers as being outside the normal sovereign state proteci and
management. They are designed and intended to host refugees temporarily, until a durable

solution is achieved. These dynamics are particularly notable in the Palestinian case as

there is no apparent durable solution or pursuit of one by the UNRWAInder these

conditions of exception, Palestinian refugee camps in protracted displacement developed
reity-likenor camp-H# R a ! Wn ¢ aqel Wt Wadél YeNEW PDna NIt k WI2 131 !
living (Agier, 2011Ramadan, 2013; Sanyal, 2014a; Abourahmeh, 2015; Saleh, 2020).

The evolution of citylike camps has also been impacted byoscillation between the
humanitarian situation of emergencies and the chronic conditions for development
(Feldman, 2018).Throughoutthe decades, the camps were impacted by acute emergencies
that happened in the Gaza Strip and particularly affected the camp space. For instance, the
camp space was affected by the 1967 Araltsraeli war, which reduced the number of
refugees in the camp due tofurther displacement. The 1971 Israeli military operationd

destroy houses in the camps to build paved patrol roads and impose control over the
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freedom fighters (Dahlan, 1990) has also changed the conditions in the refugee camps. Also,
the 1987 uprising and its associated conflict recreated the dire humanitarian need among
refugees, and again changed the living conditions in the camps. The furthescalation of
conflicts in 2008, 2014, and 2021 recreated a humanitarian situation that necessitates the
provision of relief assistance, perpetuatinghe sense of exception and temporariness. Once
the acute crisis ends, the circumstances transform into conditions of poverty, restrictions,

and precarity in the chronic humanitariancondition of Palestinians(Feldman, 2018).

Under such prolonged conditions and the oscillation between the exceptional and the

normal, refugeesre¢c GGl YGI R¢ qUT Waé URI WHe¢ G GW Ge #HIIWq Y WHI 1J
q6 VWG #HIR21JT W GeHUIwWe UT WHSEECGIWUNRUNWAaSE WWRG C
These ongoing tensions between the temporary and the permanent, conceived and lived

spaces, createa paradox or contrastin everyday living, which | callth& t q ¢ qIJKOY nKOG¢ | ¢ 1
The state of paradox represents the contradictory features in the protraetl refugee camps,

the oscillation between the temporary and the permanent, the normal and exceptional, and

q6 0Wmée8cURqec!l ReUW RagececqRYUwWe Ul W6 WWmée ¢ URq
refugee camgs inherit legal and political exceptions, yet develop citylike features. Spatially,

the state of paradox ismanifested by contradiction in the built environment, between the

permanent, well-constructed building blocks and the temporary, improvised, miserable

shelters. Socially, the state of paradox reproduced mixed and contradictory feelings and
attachments among refugees. Refugees expressed thesense of belonging to the camp and

their desire to make this space their permanent home, while simultaneouslynesenting their

wish to leave the camp to establish a better future. Those who left the camp are still

attached to it and its social norms, and many of those who remagd in the camp want to

leave it.

The evolution of camps has been influenceg@rimarily by the socicspatial dynamics and the
causal mechanisms enacted under thestate of paradox. The state of paradox helps to
explain and capture how he studied camps, particularly Jabalia, manifest contradiction in

the built environment, exacerbated by improvised and unplanned building practices. In
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relative stability, refugees provisionally expanded their houses to accommodate their
natural growth and everyday needs, without the supervision and management of the
UNRWA or local authorities. Customary laws and agreements between refugees in
particular neighbourhoods were the only means that regulated such expansions. Although
UNRWA manages camp spaces, # agency does not have governance authority (Hanafi,
2010; Saleh, 2020) and onlyprovides ad-hoc responsive infrastructure and building
interventions (Oesch, 2020; Tayeh, 2022). Refugees established the RefugePopular
Committee to fill the governance vacuum after the PNA came to powen 1994, aiming to
preserve thepolitical identity of the camps and refugees. The fragmented governance of the
camp space, as | discuss in Chapter Sixand further below) opened the doors for the

uncontrolled development of the built environment.

High population density and the central location fostered trade and economic activities,
especially in the Jabalia refugee camp. Businesspeople came and introduced a commercial
built environment. In Deir Al Balah, commercial activities were limited due tsocio-spatial
factors that did not create a supportive environment. This is because of the remote
geographical location, relatively smaller population size, lack of or limited interactions with

non-refugees, and the absence of central UNRWA services andcilities in the camp.

Those refugees with better economic opportunities, obtained from remittances, trade, or
employment with the UNRWA, expanded their houses vertically or bought land plots near
the camp, thereby expanding the space. Refugees established a sense mdrmality under
q6WWmwée ¢ URaE | R adimHRyYvES fdRterédbytHersalsabpBweitsl of UNRWA
and its services. The UNRWA has provided effective education and healthcare services,
which have primarily contributed to the development of the refugee community. Refugees
became educated and healthy, and they stablished their own social structures and
economic activities. They gained political representation and enacted spatial enhancement

for their houses and the built environment in their camps.
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Thespatial evolution Y n Waq 6 DWHE G Gt WE ¢t WAHWWUWRUNG2 JUHIIT WH! |
UNRWA mtroduced a centralised service infrastructure to specific refugee camps.

Particularly in the Jabaliarefugee camp, the health clinics, social service centres, and

O Al kit Wt WYl 2REUL WHI eqlT WHWUOUql ¢dRa! We UT WnYt ql
alleys and the internal blocks away from services and commercial areas in the Jabalia camp

remained in substandard conditiors. The less fortunate and poor refugees apied them.

The spectacle became paradoxical within the camp areas in Jabalia. Thigcurred to a

lesser extent in Deir Al Balah, due to its smaller size, limited commercial activities and fewer

O Wt Wl 2REVL IOW qWags Wt ¢caWlWgqRAIAWO Al kt WaqlaGYI
provided by the agency, such as periodic food distributions, emergerycshelter repairs, and

ad-hoc water and sanitation infrastructure projects, manifest the temporary nature of the

refugee camp spaces. The UNRWA was established ¢over the service gaps and cater for

refugee needs in exceptional spatial and juridicepolitical arrangements. These services

50 JWecdsce! t WYnWeWaqWaGY!l ¢l ! Wlcaqel WAWGI Y2RT 1IJT WI ¢

has continuously reproduced the state ofparadox.

In general, the evolution of refugee camps in the Gaza Strip has been-determined by the

conditions under which they were initially established, as well as the subsequent processes

of continued reformation and causal mechanisms that evolved through ongoing dynamism

between the different socio-spatial structures. Ths evolution has been affected by the

Yt #FRGGCEqRYUW AN qs D0 W g6 JW w628 ¢cURqqec!l ReUWYt Raec¢a
creating city-like features while inheriting theexceptional political and legal conditions.

Such asituation has created fragmented governance and deteriorated living conditiongnd

presented a dilemma for humanitarian management entailing continuous shifting of

operations to provide relief aid and development actions. The answer to the second

research question summarises findings that unpack the mutual impacts between the socio

spatial dynamics, governance,and living conditions.

Question Two: How do socio-spatial dynamics, governance structures and the living

conditions mutually shape each other in the refugee camp environment?
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Camp governance, living conditions, and various sockspatial structures have been
influenced by inherited exceptions in the camp space, as well as the reproduction of
normality under a state of paradox. Authority and power have continuously shifted between
military, political, humanitarian, and community actors at different times. As a result of the
temporary-permanent conditions, improvised and shifting governance structures erarged
and dissolved, contributing to (re)shaping the camp space. During the evolution of refugee
camps, there has beenconflict between exceptional measures and the production of
everyday life, which created a complex and fluid governance that continuouslghifted

between various authorities and service providers (Hanafi, 2010; Saleh, 2020).

| argue in this thesis that governance in the camps is fragmented due to the unstable political
conditions and the presence of various service providers and community structures with
blurred boundaries. The fluctuation in the political situation that caused periods of conflict
and other periods of relative stability exacerbated the temporarpermanent paradox in the
camps. In sucha situation, no clear boundaries were drawn between the various service
providers who provided interventions in the camp spaceActors like the UNRWA, local
municipalities, and the Refugees Popular Committee operated to provide services in a
decades-long camp space that should preserve its temporary nature until a just political

solution for the refugee issue is materialised.

Furthermore, the Israeli military rule and control of the Gaza Strip throughout different
periods of time have reproduced experiences linked to the state of exceptiorRefugee

camps, particularly, were placed under another layer of exception due to the temporary
nature and the humanitarian management of the space. The fragmented authorities of
governance were mainly technical, with overlapping or absent powers in particular sm-

spatial aspects of the camps. The vacancy of regulatory powers was particularly apparent
regarding the planning and building practices of the camp space, as no authority provided

proper regulation, which opened the door for customary, improvised organisation.
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To enact its technical governance, the UNRWA, as the lead humanitarian actor in the camp,
benefited from the refugees' normative circles. The agency employed refugees on the
ground to act on behalf of the organisation and pass the technical knowledge needdo
manage the camps. However, the findings of this research reveal that the UNRWA was
unable to properly manage the citylike features of the camps due to its limited temporary
humanitarian mandate. The agency has also negotiated transferring servicegjch as those
related to water, sanitation, and roads, to municipalities that were hesitant to accept such
responsibilities due to the political perception of the temporariness of the camps. This has
created ambiguity regarding the roles of the UNRWA anddal authorities concerning

governing the built environment of the refugee space.

Furthermore, the social, cultural, and political capital of refugees, which were preserved
and fostered in the early years after displacement, allowed them to gain representation in
the hosting municipalities and create their own organisation, the Refugee Popular
Committee, when the PNA came to power.Despite the critique associated with the
humanitarian governance and the limited ability of the UNRWA to provide sustainable,
durable solutions, refugees utilised the existence of international aid and theirefugee
status to turn their suffering into political concerns and thus exercise their politics

(Feldman, 2018).

Although UNRWA and various political authorities like the PNA maintained formal
disciplinary control, Palestinian refugees asserted their own agency to redefine the camps'
physical and symbolic landscapes. By replicating the social structures of their origal
villages within specific camp blocks, refugees fostered a sense of nationality and continuity.
Consequently, the camps evolved from mere markers of displacement into vital centres for
the cultivation of national identity Berg, 2020). In particular, patial arrangement and
grouping of refugees helpd them recover their social structures and exercise causal
powers in the broader community and political decisioamaking process, influencing the
management of the camp space. Through this influence, refugees managed to preserve

their identity around their dsplacement and attachment to a just solution and the right to
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return. The political identity of the camps to remain temporaryplaces of displacement and
manifestation of victimhood until there is a political solution for the Palestinian refugee
cause, was central to the management of the space among Palestinian parties and Refugee
Committees, who have always seen the refugee camps as the responsibility of the

international community.

Governance and power have been continuously (re)distributed through the daily enactment

of service provision by different organisations and entities. This situation has been
influenced by the existing exceptional arrangements and contributed to producinghe
socio-spatial paradoxes in the camps. Fragmented governance exacerbated the
improvisation and the provision of adhoc fragmented services that were also hindered by
CHaqUWWaGUI PUUARIWE WeUT WadWWel Wb RUq| doling e RY U LY
frequent escalations of conflicts and humanitarian crises This entire scenario of
fragmented governance, fluctuating authorities, the lack of longerm organisation and

planning, and the blurring of lines between roles and responsibilities of different
organisations and structures has contributed to a deteriorged built environment and

infrastructure in large parts of the refugee camps, creating miserable living conditions.

Social heterogeneity the spatial proximity and early hosting arrangements by nerefugees
helped refugees integrate with the surrounding nomefugee community, as mentioned
above. Additionally, the fact that both groups shared the same political struggle and pursuit
of statehood created a common goal, facilitating integration. Refugees have access to the
same opportunities for employment and economic activity as norrefugees, which has
promoted enhanced economies at particular periods, such as the 1970s, uk to Israeli
policies that promoted refugees' work and integration, and the 1990s, during the early rule
of the PNA. Also, commercial activities in the camps flourished, fostering trade
relationships between refugees and nomrefugees. Enhanced refugee inome in those
periods affected the built environment as refugees utilised their income to expand their

houses and buy land at the outskirts of the camps to build new houses. Furthermore, the
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patrol roads opened by the Israeli authorities to control the big refugee camps and reduce

their density became main routes for transport and trade at later stages.

All these socio-spatial factors affected the living conditions in the camps. Density and
overcrowding became a chronic issue due to the uncontrolled construction and expansion
of buildings. Many buildings remained unfinished as the refugees did not havesliinancial
capacity to complete them after the deterioration of the economic conditions during the
second uprising and political division between Hamas and Fateh. Some refugees lived in
these substandard buildings, and older refugee camp houses degraded over time. Socially,
many refugees were deeply attached to the camp and remained there due to their social
customs, considering the camp an integral part of their identity and status. Their place in the

camp was attached to their right to return.

However, living in overcrowded, substandard conditions had an impact on the socispatial
structures in the camps. As discussed in Chapter Six, dmestic violence increased due to
the harsh living circumstances and lack of privacy. Many reported that the last years
witnessed deteriorated social conditions as a result ofovercrowding and families living
together in the miserable, substandard shelters. The issue of overcrowding pushed refugees
to squat on every open space in the camp, leaving the camp with mmal public open

space.

These findings unfold a reciprocal relationship between the sociespatial dynamics in the
studied camps, governance, and living conditions. Refugee camps inherited characteristics
from their genesis in a state of exception, and the camp became stuck between the
temporary and permanent, reproduced by humanitarian management, national politics,
and refugees' actions, which created problematic governance. This governance has shifted
between various entities and left vacant thematic areas, particularly concernng the
regulation of the built environment. This situation allowed for improvisation and
exacerbatedthe deterioration of infrastructure and overcrowding.As presented in Chapter

Six, theseliving conditions in the camps affected the sociespatial structures, causing a
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reduction of social solidarity, increased social problems, and encroachment on the camp
space. Such a situation has, in turn, led to a shift in the governance of the built environment
and prompted the Refugees Popular Committee to step in and offer some gelations for
building without proper expertise In addition, as discussed in Chapter Seven, this lethe
UNRWA to introduce thdnfrastructure and Camp Improvement Program (ICIP) to enhance
the built environment and living conditions in refugee campsunder its humanitarian
mandate. The reciprocal interactions between the sociespatial dynamics and the
humanitarian management, particularly by the UNRWA, are summarised in the answer to

research question three below.

Question Three:c Y5 KOl YIJt 1Oq 6 DIKOGI YaYUNRWUT KOGl Y2 Rt RYUIOY n 06 e
colNAqoc Ul ION1Jq kO cYHREq i R KO H FeA0HH0 EJER Bt N 1IJIJIOHCE 0 Gt IOR U K
I Rt GaerIUAGWUqn

Humanitarian aid, particularly the UNRWA, has been a substantial actor that influenced the
formation of the socio-spatial structures of the refugee camps. At the same time, these
socio-spatial structures have had a continued reciprocal impact on the evolubon of the
Palestinian camps and the¢ N 13 U ®denations throughout the decades of displacement.
The UNRWA, along with all humanitarian actors in the Palestinian context, was brought in to
respond to the catastrophes caused by the displacement of Palestians and their
subsequent placement under a state of exception following the 1948 war. Early responses
from organisations such as the ICRC, AFSC, and UNRWA helped the recovery of Palestinian
refugees and the restoration of their social and political identies. Spatially, the UNRWA was
the instrumental actor in building the camps and providing shelter in the early stages.
However, as outlined above,the agency left the camps in the Gaza Strip without proper

urban planning or management of the builenvironment for a prolonged period

The UNRWA t LU swas significantly influenced by the changing political agendas
associated with the introduction and failure of the peace process, the recurrent conflicts

as well asthe interests of donors. Nonetheless, the agency adapted to the contexelated

311



uncertainty and became solution-oriented, focusing on the human development and seilf

sufficiency of refugees. The UNRWA provided good pay to its local refugee staff, which

helped them enhance their houses and initiate business activities. The concentrationf

UNRWA services in large camps, such as Jabalia, created mobility and enhanced economic

activities around the service provision areasSpecifically in the case of the Jabalia refugee

camp, the provision of centralised humanitarian services inthe camp; 0 YU N Ws Rq 6 Wa 6 1J WF
central location and the wider roads opened by the military, promoted trade and commerce,

creating more developl 1IJ U q LWW¢ a Wa 6 1J WH ¢ & Gatdkitthl Thik RadHesvlted ithelc U T
spatial contrast highlighted above between the poor, improvised internal akkysand the also

improvised richer and more developed commercial areas.

The UNRWA tprovision of free, effective primary education and healthcare services

HYUq!l RHz2 qUT WY W6 W 320G YGaWUqWYnW Une NIt & LW
jobs within Gaza and abroad in the Arab Gulf countries. In return, this enhanced the income

of refugees whoinvested in building and expanding their houses within the camps to make

them more permanent. However, the absence of proper regulations for such expansions has

HYUql RH2 qUT WqYWRURAI B¢t T WY, asdutiredésoveR U N WR U Wa 6 1J W

The interactions of the sociespatial dynamics under the state of paradox as discussed
throughout the thesis and summarised above, have created citlike features in the camp
spaces. While the UNRWA and other aid agencies responded to acute emergencies and
crises, they struggled to tackle the chronic conditions and the associatedmprovised built
environment. To respond to the situation, the UNRWA adopted shift towards human
development through the provision of healthcare and education systems, and latethe
ICIP, despite the temporary mandate of thegency(Bocco, 2010; de Jong & Aced, 2014). As
presented in ChapterThree and discussed in Chapter Seven, to address the soegpatial
dynamics associated with chronic conditions, the UNRWA adopted strategic priorities and
operational response objectives that focus on human development. The Agency had to link
traditional humanitarian response actions with the human development agenda, pursuing

shifts in aid delivery modalities and funding structures (UNRWA,023b). This required
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nMiN*FRARIRq! WAWgs DIUWaq6 WSO Al kt WHYI YW6eaGe UWI
emergency services that target the same refugees using the same systems and assets within

the agency(UNRWA, 2028B).

One of the most salient aspects RULIO A1 &kt WYGWUI ¢ qRY Ut WefioRet adiHLWIt
features of the camps was the introduction of the ICIPAlthough it was late and mainly

occurred after 50 years of prolonged displacement, the UNRW@&ventually adapted to the

evolving sociospatial environment, taking bold steps to introduce proper planning of the

camp space through the ICIP. Before the ICIP, the formal infrastructure and housing

upgrades by the agency were piecemeal and only responsive to critical needs and

JaG I NIWUHRRII IOWNA id lEépondei to thet détdriorated built environment in the

Deir Al Balah camp, represents a shift in humanitarian thinkingo address the various

ct GUHqt WYNnWaqd JWmnE g éntailing apliabdratiod Wit Todal aittepRi¥s(ansl

the refugee community to address the spatial needs of a protracted refugee camp situation.

YHO=9 YUUWUHqR O RAl&E alt U

In this thesis, | identify and analyse the sockspatial dynamics and the shifting
circumstances in the protracted refugee camps | have studied in the Gaza Strip. | present

the camps as spaces in continuous evolution and oscillation between crisis situatins and

chronic conditions, under which the sociospatial structures form, stabilise, enact causal

powers, and then are stressed by shocks, reforming again. This movement contributes to

q6 Wt q¢c qUWYNWGE! ¢T Y:FwlWn Yl WI 1J3ne P lwhidh lincetits WY1 D¢
ndcagel It Wnl YOaWq6 WWqUWGGY!I ¢l ! Wt qcqlWUYnWI+FHIIGqR

reality. Tosynthesise these main arguments| have developediagram8.1 below.

313



Temporary " State of
exception” Camps
Fluid in formation of socio-
spatial structures

Bio-political refugees

Exceptional juridico-political
conditions

N

NS

Protracted City-Like Camps
Stable and enabled causal

powers of socio-spatial
structures

Refugees' practices are similar
to those of citizens under
fragmented governance

Temporary-Permanent

The State of Paradox in Refugee Camps

Conceived Space
Temporary houses

Ad-hoc infrastructure
interventions

Humanitarian and local
authorities management

N

NS

Lived Space
Refugees build permanent
houses and structures

Social, economic and everyday
spaces evolve

Evolving built environment
through refugees agency

Humanitarian Situation
Re-assembling socio-spatial
structures

Induced by emergencies and
shocks

Life-saving humanitarian
assistance

N

NS

Humanitarian Condition
Stable socio-spatial structures
and chronic conditions

Poverty, overcrowding and
deteriorated infrastructure

Human development
interventions (punctuated by
emergencies)

Figure8.1 The state of paradox in protractedefugee camps in the Gaza Strip
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The diagram depicts the different components, states, andensions presented byconcepts
discussed in this thesisto unpackthe state of paradox in the studiedeality. | developed this
diagram based on the findings of this research, and it represents the situation in the studied
camps in the Gaza Striplt mainly reflects the findings from the Jabalia and the Deir Al Balah
refugee camps, where the sociespatial structures evolved, creating particular contrasts

and paradoxes

The story of the studied camps startedwith the declaration of a6 I Wbt q¢ qJ WY n W+ F
triggered by the 1948 warThisled to the creation of Palestinian refugees and the formation

of camp spaces. The formation phase, discussed in Chapter Five, contributed to
determining the future dynamics and structures that were formed and stabilised at later

stages. During this formaton, the UNRWA and humanitarian actors focused on the provision

of lifet ¢ 2 RUNWEt + Rt q¢ URIKIWe UT U1 W @radddllyldezestablished; ¢ | R¢ UL
socio-spatial structures stabilise and enact their causal powers, and the socigpatial
FRrROODWY2Ya210t WRUqYWa6WWm6eadecURge!l ReUOWHYUT RgR®
situation stabilise, refugees seek normal living, and humanitaria agencies are required to

introduce longer-term interventions to cater to the weltbeing of refugees. During this more

stable phase,qJUt RYUWRU#HI B¢t Wt WHWqs WIUWq6 JWqdad GY!l ¢ |
P GeHWUmwWe UT Wb WWaY! WG G ¢ G BRpifeisiindybtiatd lingldn 2 N1 L
and challenge the juridico-political exception inherited from the state of exception. This

includes the exceptional spatial conditions for the Palestinian refugees associated with

their prolonged displacement and the geopolitical factors that hinder durable solutions.

NEWWGI YaYUNRWI WGW!I RYT+ WYnWagéWWméadcURe!-Re UWAY
Rt Ul HC O Gt HOIRTY Dl GO ER RS VWt Ge HIJWAHIHYA I WT 1J
governmental services such as education, healthcare, social services, financial suyyort,
culture and sports are provided by the UN and nogovernmental actors. Daily interactions
and activities are similar to thoseof citizens in adjacent cities, albeit with a denser
population and overcrowded houses. In such circumstances, the camps beame stuck

between temporary-permanent features, whichcontributes toq) 6 13 Wbt g ¢ q I WY n WGE | ¢ |
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the uncertainty about durable solutions and the humanitarian management of the space.
Humanitarian services are provided to serve a longderm existence under measures

designed for temporary assistance and mandate. This happens in a prolonged and almost
permanent situation, where other emergencies and crises occur, reverting the situation

HeHt WaqYWACH RAWUOWDWUT + wWe Ul Wt el 2R2c¢dWe 0T I We wWUWs
paradoxes in the citylike camps. This continuous movement redefines the main condibns

of the city-like camps, the state of paradox, and the humanitarian management.

Throughout the various contradicting aspects of this scene featuring the cithke camps, the

| JGI YT erdqRYUWYNn W6 Wt q¢c qPWYnWGeE! ¢T Y¥mwdAlWab JW
¢cUT Waé6 WWmée ¢ UR qecl TR dJAUFHLY dJIl RiqRY W Hs19a 5 1310 Wa 6 13 L
wi R2 1T Wdowmahtkieegdihes fragmented and sometimes vacant, as analysed in

Chapter Six. Due to the uncertainty associated with the juridicgolitical exceptions of the

camp spaces and the status of refugees, governance has mainly become technical and

focused on service provision.The vacant and fragmented governance permits spatial
improvisation, which is justified by the existence of inadequate shelters that require spatial

expansion.

This situation is coupled with enhanced education and health of refugees due to the

O A1l  «t Wt BhhaBcBdHEdUca@d and healthcarecontribute to improved refugee

#HYUT RqRYUt We UT Wagsyweal JeqRYUWY nWt YEWWIHYUY G RAL
institutions benefit from their access to good healthcare and education, as human
development helps refugees recover their agency and conbute to their broader normative

circles. Particularly, refugees benefit from their education to access jobs. As the URWA

services are taken for granted, refugees focus on generating income and accessing
representation at the Palestinian political structures. However, the geopolitical
complexities and the blockade on Gaza have reduced access to economic opportunities in

the past two decades, creating more impoverished refugees in the camps.
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The practice of improvisedconstruction and vacant governancecontributes to problems of
overcrowding and deteriorated infrastructure. Overcrowding, iturn, affects the priorities of
humanitarian services. These servicesare developed to introduce longerterm programs

¢cUT Wel HEUWRURqREeqR21IJt AWt e HE Wet Waé 1JWF 9f AtOWc Y5 133
by the occurrence of shocks resulting from conflicts, which destabilise structures and

trigger socio-spatial reformation. All these dynamics between socio-spatial features,
governance, living conditions, and movement between emergency and chronic situations

have shaped and reshaped the cityike camps, reproducing a state of paradox under

humanitarian management.

YA 1t DeRY A GWRAzIGRY G WLc qRY Ut

This thesis makes various genuine and original contributions to different theoretical, poliey
related and empirical debates. | categorise these contributionsas empirical, theoretical,
and policy-related as per the following subsections.

YooET GRIFRHEql A2 qRY U

Empirically , this thesis sheds light on refugee campsn one of the longest and largest
protracted refugee situations worldwide (Sanyal, 204c). In general, sudying Palestinian
refugee camps brings useful discussions and insights to understand how geopolitics,
development issues, and humanitarianism ceinteract with refugee actions with the spatial
development of the Palestinian camps offeringan avenue toanalyse the spatial outcomes
in protracted refugee situations (Sanyal, 204c). In particular, this thesis offers empirical
contributions via the study of the Palestinian refugee camps in the Gaza Stripne of the
longest-displacement crises and an understudied refugee context (Saleh, 2020; Tayeh,
2022).

The strict security restrictions and the inaccessibility of the Gaza Strip make the territory out
of reach for the majority of researchers. This researclis unique as it offers genuine
academic insights from the understudied refugee camps in the Gaza Strip, particularifiyom

the two camps: Jabalia and Deir Al BalahThe two camps evolved distinctly under relatively
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similar and homogenous geopolitical conditions and humanitarian aid structures. Drawing
a comparison between the two studied spaces at various points discussed in this thesis
shows that socio-spatial dynamics have influenced the two spaces differently It has shown
how social structures and norms affected the spatial development and how relationships
between refugees and norrefugees are instrumental in this regard. The empirical findings
also helped unpack the distinct impact of humanitarian actions @ the built environment
and how centralised service provision and density created economic opportunities in
particular camps like Jabalia. Geographical location, connectivity and proximity to nearby
hosting cities of refugee camps contributed to how the campeconomy and spaces
developed. As shown in the discussion, these characteristics in the Jabalia camp
contributed to a distinct, and more rapid, vibrant and urbanised evolution compared with

Deir Al Balah.

The data from the semustructured interviews recorded for this research, along with the
images taken throughout the fieldwork, represent a valuable resource that documents the
evolution of the studied camp over the decades. As the socigpatial structures have
radically changed due to the ongoing war started in October 2023, this research presents an
original source of knowledge as well as a spatial memory of refugee places that no longer
exist in the same way they did before the war, due to acts of urbi@adn large refugee camps,
specifically the Jabalia refugee campl briefly highlight the impacts of urbicide in the last

section of this Conclusion Chapter.

Yo oREUIY! IHB&HERKe qRY U

Theoretically , this thesis mainly contributes to the citycamp literature by introducing the
concept of the/bt ¢ q WY NIUGE s BRUNBIBEYUW NecGHWDUKY WnYeUT ¢«
the camp as a "space of exception," as well as the "citlike" depictions of camps explored

by scholars such as Agier, Sanyal, Minca, and Jansem particular, | suggest that the

q6 Yl Rt cqRYUWYnWaqdWWHE G GWt GeHIJt Wt 6 Yedl WUYqlUH Y
1J  H# 1J G @éspite thaiQidhtemporary scholars who studied the Paistinian refugee camps

ctt Ul quWagécaqW NEGHNUKY WGE!I ¢T RNDAGWYnWmHE! JWTRNL
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theorising and explaining the camp space (Sanyal, 2012 & 2014; Ramadan, 2013; Saleh,

2020),I call for the need to explore the ongoing impact of this state, along with other evolving

ct GUHgt WYnWagds Wl Une DU WHCE O GIR WsLALRFE @riddidh HOWLILII n 1J |
refugee camps and the labelling of displaced people as refugees are products of juridico

political exceptions enforced by sovereign states on those groups of people who are

displaced due to conflicts and wars.

It is true that in prolonged displacement, refugee spaces evolve and become incomplete
qYs Ut W DRI AW=MNNb AWT 200G YGRUNWa6WRI WYs UWnYI
(Jansen, 2018). However, in relation to the Palestinian case and beyond, | suggesit the

total abandonment of Agamben's work creates a gap in understanding the genesis of the

G6 NUUYGUWUYUWYnWHEEGGH IOWNS DWWt qc qPl WY nWlFHAHIVGaqRY U
Q6N WHYGGINqUWeHecUT YOGUWUqWYnWadJLW st apolitipsl WY n LW 1 #
actions have already been taken to end this state and its consequences. The actions that

should end the state of exception should be juridicepolitical and are associated with

achieving durable solutions for refugees. In other words, in the Pad&nian case, to abandon

q6 UWmt qcqlWYNWI+FHUIGgRY UwWa e Ut WIUT RUNWa6 IWHe |
them with citizenship either as citizens of a Palestinian sovereign state or citizens of a third

country that provides complete protection smilar to that of their citizens. Furthermore, if we

suppose a durable solution is to happen by integrating and assimilating refugees while they

are in their camp spaces, the camp spaces should be fully integrated in the urban
development plans of the hostcountries and treated similarly to other neighbourhoods in

their hosting cities, not as distinct, exceptional spaces. None of this has happened, and the
Palestinian refugees and their camp spaces are still facing exceptional measures linked to

their legaland political exceptional statuses.

Thus, instead of totally abandoning the exceptional and biopolitical notions in refugee

camps because they cannot work alone to explain the camp space, | argue that studying

| Dne DUUWHCGGH Wt dYaal W qROGWAYUL RT I Maéblldl G VUG Y
HYGARUU W6 U WE GERIt 19 RIS QR dlRoERId U1 WRat WHY G GO IJFF
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picture. In other words, camp research should explore the politics, urbanity, and the
production of the camp space (Ramadan, 2013; Sanyal, 2014b), and at the same time

HYUt RT Ul W6 WWRUGWI RaWT WRAGeHqt Wn!l YOWg6 WYl RNR

It is important to note that an exception is not necessarily reproduced by the sovereign

hosting state, which is sometimes weak and influenced by other sovereign powers and

donor agendas. However, exceptional conditions are still a product of the refugeabel and

spatial arrangement. As Ramadan (2013, pp. 6% Mb WHY UqUUT + All/bs 6 RGIJW Ne¢
q6 DWHRCOGGLWEYt We Wht GEHWDWY NWUFHIVGqRYUK WRt Wet Wneaidd
is suspended requires a nuanced and empirically informed approach, serigve to the

particular characteristics of real camps, the politics, people, relations and practices that

HYUt qRge qUWRc GG WYUWe UWWI2131 1T ¢! WAet RY Ow LW

The concept of the state of paradox underpinthis theoretical framing. The state of paradox
is a culmination of contradictory features in protracted refugee camps, characterised by
oscillation between the temporary and permanent, the normal and exceptional, and the
continued oscillation between what Feldman (2018) describes fa Wl rbaqy 6 W W 62 G ¢ URq ¢
t Rge ¢ qRYUwWc Ul Wa6WWméalc URagcE | Rxpldibs#the Origdsing R Y U 1O L
qlUt RYUY WAV s WUU0Wa6 WWmrEY URIR2 1T uibderStant tlewityc U1 Wb
to become, to be formed, in a protracted refugee camp, wherstructures and processes are

stuck between being temporary and permanent at the same time.

The analysis of the sociespatial dynamics under the state of paradoxalso captures the

Yt ARG qRYUW HUqs DWUW qé60W w620 ¢cURqgecl ReUWYt Rae ¢ c
(Feldman, 2019). This represents an ongoing tension between the staHieid perception of

reality and the contradiction between inherited exceptionalities and the creatn of

normality. As | present in the empirical chapters, this state helps explain the conflicting

spatial campscape where the misery and poverty in the camp space continut exist next

to relative prosperity and development. The miserable living conditions and built

environment stem from exceptional arrangements, including a lack of governance in the
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space and inadequate shelters that underwent uncontrolled and unfinished expansions. At
the same time, the wellestablished built structures result from actions associated with
creating permanence in the camp, which promoted economy and trade, bringing iegive

stability for external investment and development.

Socially, the state of paradox is manifested in the conflicting feelings and perceptions about
the camp space among the refugee dwellers. Refugees have recreated their original social
connections, established social life, friendships, and families, and atthe same time, still
yearn for their right to return, considering their legapolitical status as temporary. They want
to leave the camp for a better life, greater prosperity, and a better future for their families.
However, simultaneously, they are attacled to their camp, as their home, their inherited
heritage, and norms, because the camp is a manifestation and representation of their

identity and struggle.

The state of paradox also represents a dilemma for the humanitarian actors. As the
conditions oscillate between the crisis and the chronic, the temporary and the permanent,
humanitarian management of the camp should become more flexible and able to cateoff
needs under such continuous movement. The humanitarian actors should provide relief
assistance at times of crises while considering protracted needs associated with chronic
displacement. However, with a temporary mandate and short funding cycles that ar
affected by the political atmosphere, humanitarian interventions are themselves precarious

and are limited in their longefterm impacts.

Throughout the discussion in this thesis, therefore, | suggest that protracted displacement

refugee camps represent a state of paradox. Camps are in continued negotiations between

q6 DWaqRlaGYl ¢l ! WeUOl Wags WGl G¢ U0 q4aWYd BRWU H EaRIOUDALE
w62l ¢c¢URqgcecl ReUWRYUT RqRYUwAWez UT W1 WGI YHIJE L I WYn
powers. To synthesise this argument, | propose the following statement to be a summary of

this discussion:
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NS IJIA¢c Tt qRUR¢ UL 13n 2 N IXstate sf parddoxD 02 6 i ¥ 1d NORU q Y
beingw q 130 GYdA1Jd 1G!¢ U plades bf emergency and fluidity, and at the

same time, places of stability and normality, influenced by continued formation

and causal powers of the sociespatial structures. Refugees' living conditions,

governance structures, and their interactions withthe socio-spatial dynamics

are reproduced under the impacts of thew t a ¢ q IJOY n Whie évdvitigi RY U b

into w HRIdR!t ¢hmps and mutually influencing te wéadc¢c URqc¢c!l R¢ U0

a ¢ U¢ N1 dokitkksetspaces.

This statement builds onthe propositions| provided in Chapter Two and the unpacked reality
through the empirical study. | initially developed those propositions through analysis of
literature and my particular knowledge and observations. The propositions contend that the
camps are contradictoryspaces (Proposition One) and that humanitarian management has
a mutually impacting effect on sociospatial dynamics, characterised by a continued

oscillation between crisis and chronic conditions (Proposition Two). Using retroductive
reasoning, the concluding statement | provide above expands on these concepts and

propositions utilising the findings unfolded by this research.

NYW WEc¢GAWgs W q¢cqlduUqlt 2NNt qt Wagé e qllgd IJWAE I
Dt cdqRUNWNI YOWqS6WWRUSWI RaUT WRGGe H#at WY Wad 1J Wbt
0GRt Dl N3¢ aqel 3t W e Ul 1Jpédm@rend FeenbitRis 2 andl hamaGite gl ¢ | !

GecUecnNPNANUqAWl s 6RAGVIW ARI At qc Ut W HYUqRU2Yet 0!
t Rogea ¢ qRYUwWe UT W6 WWwéedcURqcecl ReUWRYUT RqRY UwioLW

In addition, thisresearch seeks tobuild on and apply in the real world the complementarity
between assemblage and critical realismontologies discussed by Rutzou and ElderVass
(2019). This thesis is a unique contribution to this approach as it utilises the combined
ontological understanding of reality to unpack and explain the studied refugee camp
spaces. Under this approach, | have combined the ontologies of the processriented

assemblage and structureoriented critical realism (Rutzou & EldefVass, 20L9) to explain
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the formation and causal mechanism of the sociespatial structures in the studied refugee

camps.

| unpack how particular structures came to be, becoming and being formed by analysing the
genesis of refugee camp spaces, considering both the material and nematerial, as well as
human and nonhuman components. At the same time, | bring in the discussionf causal
powers and the more stable sociespatial structures, particularly refugees' norm circles,
normative social institutions, and organisations (EldefVass, 2010), and the established
camp spaces. This is to explain how structures affect each otherra create mutually

affected capacities to influence the world Rutzou & EldefVass, 2019).

| find this ontological underpinning helpful in supporting the exploration and study of
protracted refugee camp spaces. This is because these spaces are oscillating between the
fluid and stable, the temporary and permanent, the normal and exceptional. | recommend
considering thisanalytical framing in the study of protracted refugee camp spaces to test its
validity and contribute to the unpacking of the formation and evolution of these spaces.
YooADIRHIGO RA2 qRY U

On the policy side, the thesis aligns with various arguments thathumanitarianism is
originally mandated to provide temporary protection to the victims of the new world order,
serving as the left hand of the empire, the hand that healg\gier, 2011). This does not imply
that this thesis casts doubts on the intentions andnotives of the humanitarian workers and
their organisations. However, as | presented in detail in Chapter Seven, this thesigsggests
that humanitarian organisations and the overall humanitarian apparatus & confined and
crippled by the implications of the exceptional conditions and mandates imposed in specific
contexts and times. It is the international donor community that defines and provides
humanitarian actors with their niche for action, and these aid organisations must navigate
complicated politics and manoeuvre in a temporary reality to leverage donor state interests,

preserve their operations, and fulfil their mandate.
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However, when a refugee situation unfolds to be protracted, sticking to the traditional modes

of humanitarian action will yield limited results.In the particular situation of the Palestinian

refugee case, the UNRWA is dealing with protracted displacement under a temporary

mandate and is not provided with the capacity to pursue durable solutionsAt the same time,

the agency is required to respondo crises and chronic needs of the Palestinian refugees

under the same mandate Thus, the UNRWA has been opefatU N We UT 131 W¢ Wbt q¢ qld L
environment, under which the agency undertooloperational and policy shifts to provide

short-term and longerterm interventions, as | discussed in the case of the UNRWA in

Chapter Seven.It is argued that other refugee organisations, such as the UNHCR, can
capitalise onthe O A1 &t W¢ Gi@ addressidglprotiacted refugee crises (Sanyal,
SMNNAbLOW NERt W q6 3t Rt W HI RqRAECOGG! WT Rt #et t 13t W ¢
interventions in the Palestinian refugee camps in Gazamplemented throughout more than

seven decades of displacement.The findings and discussions provided her®@pen more

avenues for policy debates and discussions among humanitarian actors. As Sanyal (2014c,

p.135) suggestedq 6 WO Al WRt WHUHEYGRUNDWgS6 WWUOYI G AWUOY q W
andcanoffer2 ctie ¢ HI JWRUt RNG6qt WRUqY Wa6 WWGYTd RaqRHEE WY n LW

Furthermore, based on the empirical findings associated with the studied camp spaces, this
thesis advocates for responding to the citylike dynamics of protracted camps, particularly
in terms of spatial planning, governance structures, economic activities, and selfeliance.
Leaving the camp space to evolve without proper planning creates paradoxes and
bottlenecks for both the hosting country and humanitarians.Thus, a more integrated
approach between humanitarian organisations and the hosting governmentsheuld be
sought from the early inception of the camps if the aim is to allow the future integration of
these spaces with the hosting cities.Such anapproach should start with a proper selection
of the geographical location of the camp, studying possible connectivity and circulation of
population and goods between the camp and the adjacent urban centres, and adopting a

clear, pragmatic agenda for soa-economic integration and sustainable planning.
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Syrian refugee camp context, Dalal (2015) concludes that current seikliance processes

neglect local dynamics and emerging urban qualities, with the increased focusn the socio-

economic dimension showing limited success. Parekh (2020) highlighted examples of the

dire conditions and persecution that refugees face in various protracted refugee camps
worldwide. Parekh (2020) described the suffering that the refugees fmo Myanmar face in

9Y#kt W7c¢cAc! W PneNUUWWHRECAIGH WRUOW7cUNGeT 13t 6 Allag 6 13 LUt
Somalia face in Dadaab camp in Kenya, and the isolation and coercive control that Syrian

refugees face in Azraq camp in Jordan. In the majority displacement contexts, protracted

refugee camps remain most precarious with the prevalence of makeshift and temporary

shelters, informal and abusive labour, and ongoing restrictions on movement (Parekh,

2020).

In such circumstances, how could aid organisations and UN agencies offer and implement

proper and sustainable refugee camp planning under high uncertainty and unpredictable
conditions without durable solutions? It is a valid critical question that has no easy answer.

Although the Gaza Strip case can be seen as extreme on the continuum of protractedness

and punctuation of the humanitarian actions, the prolonged Palestinian refugee experience

offers important lessons to be learned. This thesis suggests potential approaches to tackle

such a conundrum. The starting point is to identify and plan a camp space that has the

potential for spatial integration in the long run through collaboration between the
humanitarian agency and the host authorityacamp that could be designed in line ith the
GYHcOWEcaqdbY!l Ra! kt WGa¢ UURUNWNI ¢GWs YI t AWecWrRYUOW
community and handed over once a durable solution is realised. Sociepatial dynamics

should be considered in the management of the camp spac¢o offer dignified living for

| Una DUt Ws 6 ROGVDWAYUL RT I RUNDWq6 JWGYTRgRHAD Wh qc¢ H
programmatic, careful shift for the work of the humanitarians is inevitable in this case,

where the humanitarian management shouldnavigate a niche with the host authority to

introduce spatial planning integrated with the host authorities' plans, adopting upgradable
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response plans that can swiftly shift between acute emergency response and programming
for prolonged development needs.This requires further policy considerations that are based
on rigorous research to adapt refugee settlements to offer refugees with dignified living

without compromising their rights for a just, durable solution.

YIOM7 ¢ HE{MUY ¥ Bl Y Wre Ug 6D 11JH | # 6

| acknowledge that going through this research journey, from beginning to writing up this
thesis, was one of the most challenging and emotionally demanding activities | have
undertaken in my life. Besides the personal, overwhelming journey of displacemenuring
the October 2023 war, | feel a tremendous burden simply writing about the people | met,
about their thoughts that contributed to this thesis, and their desire to convey a message
about living in their simple yet complex camp space. | do not know wh among them has
survived this insane war, who is still carrying the memory of the camp, attachment to it, and

q6é6 Wt Ot JWYnWwés YaWWgécecqWset WHILJIOW W2¢t qeqldl WA!

Relistening to the recorded interviews while doing the analysis and seeing the photos of the
places | visited in the refugee camps in Gaza opens deep wounds and brings to the forefront
the suffering | and the people of Gaza have experienced. Writing thesdeiption of these
spaces and elaborating on the findings in these pages brought with them nostalgia for the
friends, the places and alleys in the refugee camps, for the voices and conversations, for the
remnants of the homeland that once existed. | wrotéhese pages to provide explanations
and document experiences that spanned more than seventy years, from displacement to

hope, suffering to pride, tears to laughter, and from the camp to the city.

Socio-spatial circumstances in the Gaza Strip have utterly changed since | began this
research project. | never expected to write about displacement while | was displaced. | never
imagined | would be describing the catastrophe (Nakba) that happened more dh seventy

years ago and experiencing it happening now. | designed this research to explain the
conditions in the camps before the devastating war in October 2023. However, | could not

present my findings and work in isolation from the events taking plac&hus, | have tried to
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briefly explain and extend the discussion of the unfolding events happening on the ground
in various parts of this thesis. Nonetheless, the situation is highly fluid and uncertain, and

the future of the destroyed refugee camps is vague.

Since the beginning of the October 2023 war, the catastrophes have brought back
devastating humanitarian circumstances that entailed shifting all humanitarian operations
to pure response to emergencies and lifesaving activities. Sociespatial structures are
stressed and are being reassembled again to produce new realities. Socially, refugee
families, particularly in Jabalia, are displaced and dispersed across the Gaza Strip in dire
conditions, breaking the social refugee fabric. Extended families sufferechany losses, and
the utmost priority for people now is the survival of their nuclear families andose relatives.
War caused extreme safety threats and hunger maikg survival the utmost priority for
refugees and the overall community in GazaSuchmechanisms of warweakens previously
established social norms and structures as actions becomeadriven by the biological factors
and needs of the human body (EldeWass, 2010). Thusthe war, its acute emergency, and
the prolonged chaotic situation opened the way for criminal gangs, lootingnd thefts that
emerged, threatening the social cohesion and creating big cracks in the overall society of

the Gaza Strip.

Those stressors of war destroyed the economy in the camps and the overall Gaza Strip
territory. The nonrefugees are not in a better shape and have become displaced
themselves, competing with refugees for the scarce resources. This situation has utterly
transformed the social norms and structures in the overall community, and it is difficult to
anticipate what social structures could remain and how new structures would evolve, as the

spatial arrangements for such a situation are still not known.

Spatially, the Jabalia refugee camp, as it was studied here, no longer exidtéorethan seven
decades of gradual evolution and enhancements were lost. The buildings, infrastructure of
refugees and the UNRWA were severely damaged and destroyed. Scholars and media

commentators assert that these aspects of urban life have been deliberately targeted by the
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Israeli military in the Gaza Strip, in an act of urbicide (Khalilia, 2024). The spatial scenery is

being drawn again, bringing back the situation to ground zero, with a very acute emergency

and devastated infrastructure. The space is being redefined underew conditions of the

w620 ¢c¢URqgcecl ReUWt Rqe ¢ q R Xillrkdaalhl fn dpélirpievioUsYogatidagiodie | WR'n LU
refugeeswill move somewhere else. Refugees are taking shelter in any space available, even

if not dignified or adequate, establishing pp-up tent camps with no infrastructure or

services (Khalili, 2024; ShieldsNest, 2024)

This devastating warhas reshaped the awareness and consciousness ofefugee space,
which has historically challenged the imposed temporary measures. The war destroyed the
permanency created via more than seven decades of displacement and reproduced
extreme exceptional circumstances and sociespatial instability. | withessed the wa and
displacement first-hand in the first six months as| briefly discussed in ChapterFour. When

| was displaced to makeshift shelters, every sociepatial aspect was highly urcertain and
temporary. The nylon shelters, the grouping of people, and the creation of a new refugee
space without planning or knowing how long and when the displacement will end,
reproduced utter temporariness. However, there was always a desire to returto the old
temporary-permanent situation. Even when people were displaced, they established their
temporary shelters based on their old social ties and connectionshoping to preserve their

original community, collective support and memory (Khalili, 2024)

In the Gaza Strip, how the war situation will unfold its impacts on the socispatial

structures is a critically significant research topic that should be explored once the war

ends. As the war is causing radical changes in the socigpatial structures in the Gaza Strip,

the narrative around space and shelter has drifted towards the provisional and the
improvised, under the current acute emergency!lt is therefore highly criticalto study and

2UT Wl 1t qecUT W6 IWRUN G 2 1JU-spatlaldymariss theke FSHCR & rébaalddi U Lia 6 13 |
can employ the analysis of the formation and causation presented in this thesis to

understand the sociot G¢ qR¢ O WI ! U¢c G RAY WAWRUNWGI Wt + 21 T WwWe UT
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reformed and transformed by the agency of different structures, and the enacted causal

powers in the studied environment.

In addition, post-war planning and the dynamics associated withrebuilding refugee camps
or temporary shelters, like tents, caravansand pre-fab units, that are expected to remain a
reality for many years, are also another important area to research once the war stogs.
would be a pursuit that could benefit from theexperiencethat followed the 1948 Nakba and
the establishment of camps. In this research, | highlighted insights and lessons that cover
that period and would be beneficial and relevant to bud upon. Based on the findings |
present here, | call for onsidering that lessons can be drawn from the protracted
displacement experience before this way particularly in light of future planning for refugee
camps and settlements. It is essential to consider the initial setup and formation as part of
a process that can be prolonged, where refugee spacemay last for extended periodsand

T 132130 Y4dIR i8R b MmAddtionally, Id¢éns@léing how to introduce new innovative
operational and funding landscapes that could enablehumanitarian organisations toshift
between the acute and the chronic phases if reconstruction begins is another area that

could be explored.

Finally, in the Middle East region and beyond, the approaches and findings from this

research can be used to understand and analyse the evolution of refugee camps. Other

refugee camp contexts can be studied following the same theoretical conceptualisation to
expandand further develop the findings presented in this thesis. Particularly, the Palestinian

| Jne DUUWHEGGH WRUW@6 WO Al kit Wel Dt WYnWYGWI ¢ qR
existed in Gaza before the war. | suggest that further research shiduexplore the various
socio-spatial dynamics in those camps to enhance service provision and provide better

living conditions, building on the findings of this thesis. This entails analysing the structures

and dynamics associated with the origin and evoltion of camps to help humanitarian
organisations, local authorities, and service providers develop a better understanding of

these spaces and thus better plans for longeterm services.
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Place of residency, Refugee or
What are the main factors that non-refugee, Occupation?
motivated refugees to live or settle in | V1 MOk R FBRYF B BmEH 18 |
certain camp or area inside / outside ayt pA AhIBEKFBDOT B
the camp? . WxmAsRQFB
Please tell me about your
w Y A K BabraQst i ddbHe F-evk/TFHeR experience
a0 p/MmIOCHL BT BB living/working/interacting in
What are the common humanitarian refugee camp?
interventions in refugee camps? diib it  plI5D AE
. 4 1alrb BIOKF YoHBOROAROF
b 3 Fup/IWTF @B hHFFIRRD B HOF Do you know the history of the
. _ 4 TYG TBXT IO camp? How was it
Community, _ o _ established? Where and
refugees, and Which hum.amtanan interventions are when? How did it evolve
seen effective by refugees and (spatially, economically,
grassroots communities in the camp and which

organisations

e ht @mOK |
4fr BHhY B O]
Wt KF ayp b

are not?

W 0P AUIIThH F B/ »IEDR I ROF
M, 9 F BCTTHm AT ECIDR MOfC (¢ F X
W cptFbxd B  EOF

How do refugees and norfrefugees
nl YOWaqo6WWHE GGk Wt e
interact in the shared urban space of
refugee camp?

6 p FbaaMGhTr I di OR Ia K FRF BT
_ aybp Ty p M)E KiHEalOP B IOF

Analytical c A1 Ac b

Why refugees consider certain
interventions effective or non
effective in enhancing their living
conditions?

socially)?
_ 7 haPr Ydg TeaTBpiPith/kb
_pfe@ T »m®KH D nobreYw
KR E e
What does the camp
represent to you? How is it
similar or different from the
surrounding areas? What are
the reasons of similarity or
difference?
3P I By TUYGRFIHE@FSFF B
C K yAA X & p 4B fOly 5’1
P bl b BoplEIF FpFBRY
If living in the camp/ used to
live in the camp, do you
consider the camp your
home? Why?
ET APWBHKTF> €FOH K- w
aT pBRLRHT T A IOF
_ FIMbR AMEBC X B
If not living in the camp (ex.
Living nearby or in surrounding
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we tyF x§ oo BAFT & DRIFF B 1O
Pwmp fitO®@Y For VPR Y N1 IM
wtl T/ K]

How do refugees, especially the poor
ones, develop resilience practices
while suffering from prolonged
displacement and living in the refugee
camp?

_ ankg Y m @ MRAOB

a AtlWp OFHBEFD pF B5 8 MOF T B
b M AsMUERIE s/ BptBERK M p B HOF
_ Ghp s0(F B

How humanitarian actions support or
hamper resilience practices?

MY KCPIYT X§ fhT® WeEHeHRF THH
. WxevsDEBPYOFENF Buphllp K F

How interactions among refugees and
between refugees and norrefugees
are affected by humanitarian
interventions in the shared space of
refugee camp?

A TEMRY KX ®BOR € ¥ kAOb
WT K OB SETRAED 1T 4l FOR M x HOF
. A TYG tBxr BB p by KB FOFOF

area), how do you feel living
next to the camp? What the
camp represents to you?
Why?
O bhhKaT 3 g ORFHhxEMF
PT)H WA T g% AORBYRRD T p L
b XRsM rasriepr B HOFl D)
. F MULEHBne®@r IGF
Can you describe social
interactions in the camp? How
people support each-other?
Do communities have
negative or positive
perceptions for living in the
camp?
wT K§ 8 HP WHIGFb E T
any ERXIPRT T1c3Te tOF
4 F p M b sBoHbi® KOR 3 IOF
. a T Es Mt DA H
Do you see the camp as
| Una NIt k Wt Ge H
people in the camp interact
with non-refugees?
_ A WTr @ d parsThd eHhK
p T/ T T EIOKIOP Y BT
_ AT Gt bk
How do people plan for their
life in the camp? Why they
invest economically in the
camp despite it is temporary
place?
. acamHBF AP T b
aCT THF OPE Mt@ﬂ?lj'ﬁaﬂo
. FF bxig ¥ems b
Who provides services in the

camp? How do you evaluate
these services?

PT b aad ¥ B sGrp HHFGF
. Y FuBMm YaHr
What kind of services see as
effective and needed? What
are not? Why?

W B cuMQrF FETHHIGFE I B HOF
LIS HHPFs b B it F ¢ FOA
FMF B

Do you know who are the most
important international
humanitarian organizations in
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the camp? What do you think
they are doing and provide?
W THPMIp BAEREERD/K b
F NIfTBY a ByWBAEBT YO X W
O AMARAAYT
How do you see the role of
humanitarian organizations?
In what areas are they
effective and in what areas
they are nor? Why?
C ¥ BWT MHF B uwipdRf b
C Uj K& /16T A Ms2@Ff H T B IOF
F MDm® Db F p B HOF
Do you see the camp has
evolved? Why people are
building and opening
businesses in the camp?
What factors impact this
decision? Is it because of
Hc O Gt k WaYHE qRY
T30t Ra! ell9 ¢ GGt
a M % ™ F ol b i [Pk

. a TCOUBTHRBF 18 KX by TERF HKFOF

_ p F FriNAGE ¢ By 6GFeme] BOF
wT F % BEBURMB
C AUEDBDUYBBRFXKF BDH
Specifically, how the houses,
roads, and infrastructure
developed? Who played a role
in that? Humanitarian actors,
local authorities, or people of
the camp?
bCF Mo @A D T pichimFOR
¢ DM WG W T Uy BOBROR M
dfr ASEORY i i ¥ KUEGEM
. a TmrFedlEF Ac B Of
How certain places started
and evolved? Such as the
market, the main roads,
transport locations,
HOGRURHI BlJqHe Wc
related with the humanitarian
services?
b ¥ 4 p sy TBFYE b
b UWKLGEM EFvr ¢CppdH@BiH MDF
FMBOBD BEOFF pF T 11O
. W T BT LKBF
How do you see the role of
international humanitarian
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actors in this development?
UNRWA and others? How do
evaluate the role of these
international humanitarian
actors?
A T ToxFSHpEUEFIOR b
F Kp @y g MAGKHEDF T OM p K
wT IOp HhrAME@ANERPY b
WT XF hX
What is the role of
municipalities and local
authorities? How they interact
with international actors?
How do you evaluate their role
in comparison with the
international organizations in
the camp?
. WT AR /A8 HOB O M KOF
PT BTYOMPHEPBFARF B b T
WT IOR FRENEpHOMR M @ O B
_ aab B IOF

How economic and social
practices in the city were
changed due to the prolonged
existence of refugee camp
and the associated
humanitarian interventions?

4F HpG APHBRFPT B
W T fiys OF /b b oy L ¢
4T C% pidQi- o APBDHAFM HOF 3
. WA Pbwp T8 MR T by FOF N

Local
authorities,
national
organisations,
and

municipalities

Descriptive/Explanatory

What is the relationship between
international humanitarian actors and
national authorities, municipalities
and non-governmental national
organisations look like?

WT K T T A BCHL tUBEDE F B

4F T b GrIApHeACEIOE M fOm b O
0P X1 BYT WABIMDENROB H Y B HOF

Please tell me about your
experience and your
YI ncUORt ¢qRYUt K
regarding working and
providing services in the
camp?

Wb PHY BHm¥Fxp I3 Y

T B p® WOBHWIFH b B K

aT>3BK
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9F A A WO
dfF BHY syl
F T h A3K

How national authorities,
municipalities and non-governmental
national organisations supported
refugees while settling in their
premises?

4 F HHhYH OF yH FEOREAR Ik
W o T XA KUWOBK Aym [ b IOF
dre@prefr4db

Analyticalc AT Ac b

How the relationship between
international humanitarian actors and
national service providers do
impacted humanitarian interventions
in refugee camps?

Wt K PR TG BCH L, WIPIDR b
w1 n FRT T Hie sp@EM&ESs HOm p O
4 TUG TexT BT M F B B FOF

Is there a mismatch between
international humanitarian
interventions and national
organisations developmental
objectives and plans?

W K § BT I BaiPFR P FHLAHKIK
_ W WA oA OR@FYFBp RAY SMM

How do the physical environment in
q6NWHCAGGKY Wt 211 Ye
city has changed and were shaped by
international humanitarian actions?

4 Fr B T oy HPICETHBMKFY oPXr Yoh
WT XH ok p HHBYA T X A ROEB OF
wT oM™ p

How economic and social practices
in the city were changed due to the
prolonged existence of refugee camp
and the associated humanitarian
interventions?

c Wt KF &b by BBIG
49 F B b & ApEDIIEMFHERF T8 #8THRFBMIO

_ AP D B FORb b FOIF M HOF

How did you support
refugees? What services you
provide in the camp?
dF BO®w OET CAMBOED b
_ a TeofBaéaviip M b
What are the main challenges
your organization face
regarding working and
providing services in the
refugee camp?
¢ b N Bct @AY O € | BOF
aToBF Bpp WOBHIMOF
_ AT CT IO
How do you see the camp
developed? What is your
YI ne¢UORAc qRY Ut k
p WpE B p oAl » PAGFD
_EMbbB AxB

Please describe the nature of
your relationship with other
actors in the refugee camp?
Who do you work with there?

M dlb LkMkF BABLMET p LOF
owB aTeTHOpy HFKF Y
LdrvxEks J1 b

Can you describe the nature
of your relationship with
UNRWA? What are the
challenges facing this
relationship?

/1 8ib LKy 8 Ko X bis 1

n Mk & HPFT € HBOWp X M L,

w U bl 1K

Is there a mismatch between
international humanitarian
interventions and national
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PFRAAYMWT HF BBOVE IOF

Tl T WICEHIMIFY oPXr ¥ED
b bla BYA T CXBAPHHF sBHOB B HO

WT b FHEbRADYF BB G
4dF B Tupet@aviOF B h T b
O T C% pidQi- o ApEDHDFM HOF 3

organisations developmental
objectives and plans?

4 F Bopra% RFHAFHKK

. W TUf cxENFOIRGEY B HOF

How do the physical
NU2RI YOG WUqWRU
surrounding area of the city
has changed and were shaped
by international humanitarian
actions?

w oM gk [ i FOF

How economic and social
practices in the city were
changed due to the prolonged
existence of refugee camp
and the associated
humanitarian interventions?

4

. WA Pbwp e MR ty FOF N

International
and UN

agencies

dr HhYWs HOX

Descriptive/Explanatory ¢ Y tbm

What are the humanitarian

interventions provided for refugees?

. A We DD WF Bdm FOF

Can you please describe your
experience as a humanitarian
worker in service provision in
the refugee camps? What
examples of work you were
involved doing in the camp?
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How do international aid agencies
engage with refugees and their
institutions?
AT Cit iy tOBW kRO T B ¥BERARPH
_ankfF HHY
How do international aid agencies
collaborate with national authorities,
municipalities and non-governmental
national organisations?
9F ARBHOBW O S § »ROFTH b
wT B MUONORA MBOEY @ FOF M 9 ¢OF K
LW T S BT HORB T HOF
Analyticalc AT Ac b

What are the sociespatial factors
that underpin or undermine aid
provision in urban refugee camps?
M & K chH@PK fuys B HOB EHh Fem T HBF
40 T QUrpxBHAupCHEr F2p Kap TRoaMHDH
wT p Yc K
How do international humanitarian
aid agencies consider these factors?
4 THIEFmkiaR 20m [HIRrBUEB

PF2bKBH
How do international humanitarian

actors engage refugees and camp
communities in designing and
implementing their actions?
c A T QUFpE TF DR [HIBFBUIEE
anbMl kB BT 3 B O
Who decides priority interventions for

the humanitarian aid agencies?

. Y F BT H B TR by FOF P Y

b b 35T pUKHERRR T
Yr e ®p BlpD dOBOHXF PXH

c PR KANHCXB &4 T C T bl O

W THPNV BOMBUBBa L K 3
C K F ®@F BcTYhrBBHRF MOE h 2
bk a b @ amRThiblEb/p BF

49 Y e BQF W % A 0B IOF

. aa p g Bsavbhiob

How do international
humanitarian aid agencies
provide services in camps?
What are the working
modalities? How do you
coordinate your work? Is it
different from other areas?

0 pPCALE Bkig) YOHIlp 38 3> B 1O

How do international actors
deal with local authorities,
government, and nationala
and local NGOs?

VhEv T »apVTobiE 7 B0

wT 8 MUBKEIFG B MO& w HOR

Do you know how residents of
refugee camps represent
themselves and raise their
needs to international
humanitarian organisations?
How do international
humanitarian organisations
deal with different community
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How do international humanitarian
aid agencies assess the impact of

their interventions?

. F D HEY el Ihi@m [rGrRuHes

representations in refugee
camps?
Y9 F Bk BpPETEBD/KD
a n bl Trar m B HH QT x IOF
a MPYrbbwy T Hom pHPFBHYTE A K
P 9 hipT BX F UFTH@MFpBOFE HOF
dr BoB®B bk tOAX B B K
_ AT Gt xH

What are the
dynamics/factors that
challenge humanitarian
service provision in refugee
camps?
dr X5 HT J1HHHeFFeVKTFHBF
C WT X{ Fhe{jud-MOETHA B /1
4 T14G tBxT OB

How humanitarian
organizations do identify their
priority interventions in
refugee camps? How do you
evaluate these interventions?
What is the role of camp
communities in this process?
4 F T uyTORYFR T T YhBe Db
MK F BO TYGtBXrP b bi> b b
P MVPK_F B bl s3pMyB@F T Y b
. wm M@d A fOBHTF 3/1BBIBFT B
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