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Performance notes
Trumpet:
Tongue Rams: Quickly thrust the tongue into the mouthpiece while blowing, thus blocking the air from

entering the trumpet. The result is a short, percussive, pizzicato-like sound.

Doit: use half-valves to create a short, imprecise upwards glissando.

Flutter-tongue: notated using tremolo-style notation with three slashes over the note stem.

Bisbigliando: ‘timbre trill’ using alternate valves to play the same pitch. Notated using ‘z’ stem.

Alternate valves: where specific valve combinations are requested, allow natural microtonal discrepancies

to occur.

Piano:

Harmonics: Reaching inside the piano, lightly touch the string at the required node, then press the
corresponding key to create a bell-like sound. LH square notehead indicated the key to depress, RH
diamond notehead indicates the strongest resultant (sounding) pitch. Alternative harmonics are
acceptable, if absolutely necessary (e.g., strings are blocked by structural features), so long as the resultant

sound is similar.



Notes on the music

Wrought is a work full of contrasts. It is delicate, it is driving, it is loose, but it is very precisely engineered.
Morse code rhythms and cipher-based pitch generating number machines sit alongside and underneath
open expressive gestures and shapes that follow their own rules.

This music is a product of my exploration of three factors affecting musical momentum: entropy, density,
and volatility. When writing the piece, | plotted my intention for each of these factors on a graph. Placing
the amount of density/entropy/volatility on the y axis, against time on the x axis, | was able to generate a
visual representation of the rate of change of each of these factors, attempting to represent my plans for
their influence upon the musical momentum over time. This process led to a twisting, tumultuous piece of
music, that can sometimes seem to be heading in two directions at once. Paths do not fork; instead, they

are collapsed and overlaid, referencing themselves as they become ever more interlocked.



Cameron McArthur
September 2022
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Revised April 2024
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