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Instrumentation
Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

English Horn

2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet in Bb

2 Bassoons

3 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in Bb
3 Trombones
Tuba

Timpani (+unmounted cymbal)

3 Percussion:

Percussion 1: Vibraphone, suspended cymbal

Percussion 2: Roto-toms [or 4 regular toms pitched high-low], Glockenspiel

Percussion 3: Triangle, Tam-tam, Bass Drum, Vibraphone [shared with perc. 1]
Harp

Strings (12.12.10.8.4)

Score in C (Sounding Pitch)

Duration: 13 minutes



Ashening Cameron McArthur

Performance Notes/Notation

Woodwind

- Boxed notation: freely repeat contents of box, at your discretion, for duration of black line.

short, random bursts of
breath sound /key clicks

SSE ==

like muttering or raindrops

Brass
- Air sound: blow through instrument, but don’t produce a pitch. Use valves/slide position to alter the sound.
Notated with headless stems or cross (x) notehead.

- Boxed notation: freely repeat contents of box, at your discretion, for duration of black line.

short, random bursts of
breath sound /key clicks

f—

LY —

like muttering or raindrops

Percussion

- Approximate pitch: notated with square notehead. Follow the pitch contour and get as close as possible to

the notated pitch, but don’t try and be exact.
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Harp

Pedalling is at the performer’s discretion, although suggestions have been made.

Strings

- Sul tasto: bow near the fingerboard

- Sul ponticello (sul pont.): bow near the bridge

- Downward triangle notehead: unpitched sound, produced by bowing parts of the instrument other than the
strings (e.g. directly on the bridge or body). Produces a breath-like white noise/air sound

- Natural Harmonics: with very light pressure, place left hand finger on node (indicated by diamond
notehead). The resulting sound is indicated by the normal notehead, with the circle above.

- ‘Snap/Bartok’ pizzicato: pull back the string enough that it hits the fingerboard on release, creating a ‘snap’

sound. Indicated by a circle and straight line above the pizzicato note.
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Notes on the Music

This piece is built from three folk songs and hymn tunes. Some of these songs and tunes belong to the North East and North
Yorkshire, and have been played and sung in the area for decades; others are characteristic of my experience playing and learning
music on Teesside in the 2000s and early 2010s.

Each movement transforms one of these ‘source’ songs. Some transformations are relatively direct and perceptible; some are many
layers deep, with the final sound-world being far removed from the source. Nonetheless, even if they are very hidden, traces of
melody, harmony, and musical energy are carried through from the source songs, and these traces shape all aspects of the final
work.

To assist with rehearsal, three orchestrated arrangements of the source works are included as appendices. These appendices are
not for performance -they are included to provide the orchestra members with deeper insight into the construction of the work.

This should in turn allow the performers to better understand and fulfil their musical roles during performance.

Composer Bio

Cameron McArthur (b. 1997) is a composer and multi-instrumentalist from the North-East of England.

His work focuses upon the experience of momentum in music, as well as ideas around perception, implication, and expectation.
He is a currently exploring these topics as part of a PhD at the University of York, under the tutelage of Thomas Simaku and Martin
Suckling.

Recent performances of his music have been hosted by Metz Arsenal, Convergence @ DMU, Twisted Spruce Foundation, Sound
Thought Festival, and The Arc Project. Current and past collaborators include Psappha, Ensemble Intercontemporain, Diotima

Quartet, Ligeti Quartet, Terra Invisus, and more.
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