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The counts of the Perche, c. 1066 - 1217
Kathleen Hapgood Thompson

Summary

The history of the counts of the Perche from c. 1066 to 1217 is considered. It is placed in the
historiographical perspective of the disintegration into territorial principalities which took place 1n
the kingdom of the Franks around the year 1000 and the subsequent emergence of small units
such as the Perche in border zones, where the authority of the greater princes had never been
successfully asserted. An outline of the geography of the Perche 1s followed by a brief account of
the Rotrou lineage. The internal workings of the Perche, which indicate the nature of the Rotrous’
power, are considered. Family property is located and comital rights are described, together with
the administration by means of which the lineage's wealth and power were exploited. The
exercise of lordship over the other landed families of the Perche was an important factor in the
smooth running of the county and the association between the counts and the nobility is also
discussed. An analysis of the relations between the Perche and its neighbours, the great power
blocs of Northern France, forms the third section. The adroit manipulation of these relationships
permitted the counts to maintain their independence and to gain access to the resources of the
English crown. During the twelfth century the counts were obliged to adapt as the old political
rivalries polarised into the struggle between the Capetian and Plantagenet kings. When King
John lost Normandy to King Philip Augustus in 1204 the counts' bargaining power was lost
because the strategic significance of the county had been destroyed. The failure of the direct line
in 1217, which led to the eventual dismemberment of the county when the comital title was
extinguished in 1226, demonstrates the importance of the vigorous Rotrou lineage in the creation

and continued independence of the Perche.
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Introduction

During the six days that Henry I, King of England and Duke of Normandy, lay dying at Lyons-
la-Forét in November 1135 he was attended by the usual array of nobles, officers and
ecclesiastics that made up the entourage of an Anglo-Norman king. Among these men was the
king's former son-in-law, Rotrou count of Mortagne, a man of mature years, probably well into
his middle age and an experienced warrior who had participated in the first crusade and had also
fought, apparently with some distinction, against the Moslems in Spain. In his account of the
death scene and elsewhere in his Ecclesiastical History the Anglo-Norman historian Orderic
Vitalis describes him as count of Mortagne, but by 1135 Rotrou himself was rather anxious to be
called the count of the Perche and had been styling himself in that manner in his charters for some
time. This confusion of nomenclature is revealing, for it marks the final stage in the emergence of

a new political unit, as a disparate collection of lands, some formerly controlled by Rotrou's

ancestors and others not, was being forged into the county of Perche.

The history of Count Rotrou's family and the polity which they created spans less than 200 years,
but it has much to tell us about the development of power structures in the central middle ages
and it illustrates two significant strands in the modern historiography of France. In the first place

it provides a case study in the localisation of power. The origins of the Rotrous' authority lie in
the disturbed conditions and fragmentation of power, which has been identified as one of the
defining characteristics of the period. It is a theme which has pre-occupied historians for some
considerable time and has resulted in the publication of a number of important regional studies,
most of which consider more substantial territories than the Perche.! This relative insignificance

of the Perche is not without historiographical importance however, and 1t is the nature of the

L 4 Dhondt, Etudes sur la naissance des principautés territoriales en France (LX®-X® siécle) (Bruges, 1948);
Lemarignier, Dislocation’, K.F. Werner, 'Kénigtum und Firstentum des franzésichen 12. Jahrhunderts' in Probleme
des 12. Jahrhunderts (Sigmaringen, 1968), 177-225, rev. and translated version published as Kingdom and
principality in twelfth century France,' in The medieval nobility, ed. T. Reuter (Amsterdam, 1979), 243-90; E.
Hallam, The king and the princes in eleventh-century France', Bulletin of the Insitute of Historical Research, lii
(1980), 143-56. Regional studies include: G. Duby, La société aux xi€ et xii€ sieécles dans la région mdconnaise
(Paris, 1953); Guillot, Comte, G. Devailly, Le Berry du X¢ siécle au milieu du XIIIC: étude politique, religieuse,
sociale et économique (Paris, 1973); J.-P. Poly, La Provence et la société féodale, 879-1166 (Paris, 1976), Bur,
Champagne, Y. Sassier, Recherches sur le pouvoir comtal en Auxerrois de xX¢ au début du xiii€ siécle (Auxerre
1980); D. Barthélemy, La société dans le comté de Vendéme de l'an mil au xive siécle (Paris, 1993).
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Perche as a small and less wealthy area, which allows it to contribute to a second focus for

research, our understanding of the nature of frontier zones and their role in power politics.?

The Rotrou lineage makes its first appearance in the area which would become known as the
county of the Perche in the eleventh century. It was a period of increasing fragmentation of
power. The Capetian dynasty had succeeded the Carolingians as kings of the Franks in 987, but
by the middle of the eleventh century had ceased to be effective rulers beyond the fle de France
where the bulk of their family property lay. In the rest of the kingdom great magnates, such as
the Count of Blois and the Duke of Aquitaine, whose families had in many cases originally been
royal agents, vied for control large blocs of territory. Even their authority was at risk, however,
from forces which threatened to fragment the units of power still further. The challenge came
from members of lineages like that of the Rotrous, who had established themselves in their
lordship at Nogent-le-Rotrou (Eure-et-Loir), and were lords of their localities. Secure in their
castles, these men had seized many of the privileges of rulership and were becoming increasingly

difficult to control.

The Rotrous were particularly well-placed to profit from this localisation of public power. Their
ternitories lay at the margins of the great power blocs of Normandy, Anjou and Blois/Chartres,
which had come to dominate northern France in the e¢leventh century, and their very remoteness
meant that the family could escape the control of the king and the great princes alike. When royal
authority foundered, the Rotrous assumed the prerogatives of power within their locality and no
other authority was able to intervene. At some point in the eleventh century the family extended

their authority northwards from Nogent to Mortagne (Ome) and this expansion also remained
unchecked. The relative remoteness of the Rotrou holdings in the border zone, therefore, allowed
them to increase their territory with little or no interference and in addition the family were able to

exploit the rivalries between their mighty neighbours, threatening the balance of power between

them and thus securing concessions, such as the grants of Belléme (Ome, ch. 1. du ct.) and

Moulins-la-Marche (Ome, ch. 1. du ct.).

The sources from which the history of the Rotrou family must be written present a number of
problems. Although Orderic Vitalis was interested in the counts of the Perche, members of the
family appear infrequently in other chronicles and so it has not always been possible to provide a
detailed chronological framework. Apart from a few references in contemporary letter
collections, the history of the family has therefore to be reconstructed from documentary

evidence, preserved among the records of local religious houses, particularly the major family

2D, Hay, England, Scotland and Europe: the problem of the frontier', Transactions of the Royal Historical Society,
Sth series, xxv (1975), 77-91; R.1. Burns, 'The significance of the frontier in the middle ages', in Medieval frontier
societies, ed. R. Bartlett and A. MacKay (Oxford, 1989), 307-330. For a specific border society, J. Green, Lords of
the Norman Vexin', in War and government in the middle ages: essays in honour of J.O. Prestwich, ed. J.
Gillingham and J.C. Holt (Woodbridge, 1984), 46-63. On the Norman border, L. Musset, 'Constdérations sur ]a
genése et le trace des frontiéres de la Normandie', in Media in Francia...recueil de mélanges offert & Karl

Ferdinand Werner (Paris, 1989), 309-18.
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foundations of Saint-Denis of Nogent-le-Rotrou, Tiron and La Trappe. This inevitably gives an
ecclesiastical bias to an account of a lineage famed for its military prowess, but it does have the
advantage of providing considerable detail on the internal workings of the Perche and the

composition of the comital entourage.

These French sources can be supplemented with valuable material from England. As clients of
their neighbours, the Anglo-Norman king-dukes, the counts were able to establish an honour in
the south and east of England. References to these lands are preserved both in the records of
English government and among the muniments of the English religious houses patronised by the
family. This material has never been systematically examined for the history of the Rotrous and
it has supplied important new information about the family. In addition the fortunes of the
family's English honour provide an important commentary on the family's relations with the
mightiest of their neighbours and, by extension, on the external relations of the Perche.

All the sources used in this study are described in detail in appendix 1 and a handlist of comital
acts forms appendix 2. Each count's acts are listed under his name I two sequences: in
chronological order and, where it has proved impossible to assign a date, in alphabetical order of
the recipient's name. Acts by members of the comital family follow those of the counts
themselves. A brief description of the contents of each act is given and an indication of the
earliest surviving text of the act, except for those acts which are preserved in the major

cartularies and are accessible in printed editions, such as those of Saint-Denis of Nogent-le-

Rotrou, Tiron or Les Clatrets.

The study itself begins with a short account of the geography of the Perche and the history of the
arca before the year 1000, which is followed by an outline of Rotrou family history. A brief
summary of the career of each individual count is given, together with genealogical details, and
an indication of the sources available for the study of each count. Although the county ceased to
function as an independent political unit after 1226 some consideration is given to the
arrangements made by the French crown after that date, in order to demonstrate the eradication of
the Perche as a political unit when the comital property was distributed among collateral heirs of

the Rotrou family.

After considering the setting and the family, the second part of the study sets out to establish the
foundations of the counts' power by looking at the internal workings of the Perche in the eleventh
and twelfth centuries. The material resources, rights of public power and means available to the
counts to wield power have each been examined in order to determine the basis of comutal
authority, The machinery used by the counts to exploit their position was similar to that of
contemporary rulers, but its peculiarities and those associated with comital property and powers
are valuable pointers towards the origins of the counts’ authority as military leaders in a remote
and forested area. Family wealth and public power both contributed to the smooth running of the
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Perche, but equally important was the relationship between the counts and the other lords of the
Perche. The final chapter of the second part looks at the nature of that relationship, taking as its

focus the composition of the comital entourage, which is traced throughout the history of the
dynasty. The mechanisms by which the counts exercised their lordship are outlined and four
lincages, which have been reconstructed to illustrate the impact of comital rule on the landed

proprietors of the area, form an appendix to the chapter.

While the Rotrou counts were successful rulers within their territory, it was in the adroit
manipulation of that territory's strategic position that their wider political importance lay. The
final part of the study considers that political importance by examining the external relations of
the county. The history of the Perche may be conveniently divided into three phases: the
emergence of the county (the years before 1144); a period of stability (1144-1202); and the final
years of the dynasty (1202-26), and a chapter is devoted to the political role of the Perche in each

of these periods.

In the eleventh century the Rotrou counts exploited their position between their more powerful
neighbours, the major power groupings of Normandy, Anjou and Blois/Chartres, in order first to
assert and then to preserve their independence. After the long and successful rule of Count

Rotrou II (c. 1100-44) that independence could no longer be disputed and the Perche entered a
period of stability in which its counts could exercise influence according to their own political

ability. Circumstances would change when the old antagonisms between Normandy, Anjou and
Blois/Chartres were succeeded by the great rivalry between the Plantagenet and Capetian kings,
and the counts of Perche would need to adapt their policies as a result, but the Rotrou counts
could continue to operate according to the ground rules laid down by their ancestors. Just as the

earlier counts had exploited their position to secure concessions from their neighbours, so the new

power struggle was turned to the advantage of their descendants.

The loss of Normandy to the English crown in 1204, however, changed the political framework
within which the county of the Perche existed and it was to prove crucial to the fortunes of the
Rotrou family. The political influence which had been wielded by the counts of the Perche as
border lords was no longer available when the border disappeared. With the benefit of hindsight
the final years of the dynasty (1202-1226) look like a period of decline. The political activities of
the family were largely suspended during a minority lasting some years and then, just as he took
up his adult responsibilities, the last count of the direct line was killed in 1217. Although his
uncle succeeded him, the extinction of the dynasty was only postponed until the last count's death
without heirs in 1226. By that date the county had no further strategic value and no continuing
comital line to assert its independence. It is in those two factors, the position of the county and

the energy of its ruling dynasty, that the origins and success of the Perche as a political unit had

lain.



Part I - The Setting and the Family



Chapter 1
The Perche:
the pays and its setting

In common with many of the historic regions of France the Perche has no modem day
administrative equivalent and the land which was once described as the county of the Perche now
falls into the modem départements of Ome, Eure-ct-Loir and Sarthe, lying some 150 kilometres
west of Paris. Nonctheless there remains within the area a sense of identity, which defies the
modern boundaries and is more than the creation of a late twentieth century tourist board. It is an
arca with a sense of regional identity above and beyond that of being countryside surrounding a
city, as for example the Vend6mois surrounds Vendome or the Rouennais surrounds Rouen. The
Perche clearly possesses a sclf-awareness, which renders it a worthy example of a pays -

territoire habité par une collectivité et constituant une réalité géographique dénommée.!

Although the area had never been a pagus, that is an administrative unit within the Carolingian
empire, this sense of internal cohesion had found expression by the sixteenth century in the
publication of a coutume du Perche, that is a compilation of customary law which was accepted
and adhered to within a clearly demarcated area calling itself the Perche and it is indeed the

boundaries of the area where that body of customary law was accepted that define the Perche for
the purposes of this study.? It was not the coutume, however, which was responsible for the

creation of the Perche.? For that it is necessary to look at the intervening period, for it was the
years between the disintegration of the Carolingian empire and the later middle ages which saw

the formation of the county of the Perche.

At that time, during the so-called central middle ages, royal authonty was weak and public
powers were wielded by a variety of rulers, who attempted to secure for themselves exclusive
access to the rnights and privileges of lordship. For the best part of two hundred years before
1226 the area which came to be known as the county of the Perche was ruled by the Rotrou
family and it is with such lineages, who seized and held public power in the regions, that the
origins of many of the principalities and pays of medieval France lie. A number of families

established themselves in the locality of the Perche and there was considerable rivalry between
them, but it is the area of influence secured by the Rotrou counts of Perche which has survived to

1 P.Flatres, Historical geography of western France', in Themes in the historical geography of France, ed. H.D.
Clout (London,1977), 304-5. For the dictionary definition of a pays, Dictionnaire alphabétique et analogique de la
langue frangaise, ed. A. Rey and J. Rey-Debois (Paris, 1985), 1383.

21e pagus était alors une circonscription administrative régie par un comte et représentant, soit l'une des cités de
la Gaule romaine, soit seulement une fraction de ces antiques territoires’, Polyptique, i, 12-13. The first indication
of administrative unity in the locality occurs only in 853 with the sending of missi to the Corbonnais on the same
terms as to major centres such as Le Mans, Angers, Tours and Sées, RHF, vii, 616: Dodo Episcopus; Hrotbertus et

Osbertus missi in Cinomannico, Angevensi atque Turonico, Corboniso et Sagiso.
3 For a definition of coutume and a brief history, A. Colin and H. Capitant, Traité de droit civil, ed. L. Julliot de la
Morandi¢re, i (Paris, 1957), 112-7. For a general description of the coutume of the Perche, J. Yver, Egalité entre

héritiers et exclusion des enfants dotés: essai de géographie coutumiére (Paris, 1966), 131-3. Details of communes
where the coutume was accepted are given in Bry, Perche, 10-15 of the notes section.
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modern times in a form recognisable as their creation. Other configurations of power in the
region came and went, but the lands collected by the Rotrou family coalesced into a durable

entity of the Perche.

The area encompassed by the boundaries of the coutume de Perche is an irregular lozenge shape,
covering some 250,000 hectares and extending at its greatest width about 60 kilometres in a
North/South direction and approximately 70 kilometres in an East/West direction. It 1is
essentially hilly country, often over 200 metres above sea level, traversed by narrow, wet valleys
and colourfully described by André Chédeville as ‘le royaume de l'arbre et de I'herbe toujours
verte, le pays des terres froides et lourdes, peu accueillantes aux ceréales’® The northeastern
reaches of the county represent the watershed between the Seine and the Loire basins, with the
River Eure, which joins the Seine at Pont de I'Arche running along part of its north-eastern
boundary and the River Sarthe, which flows to the Loire near Angers forming the northwestern
boundary. (Map 1:1 The Seine/Loire region)

At the northernmost point of the Perche its hills reach their greatest height before Ievelling off to
the flatter countryside of the Norman marches beyond Moulins-la-Marche and Bonsmoulins
(Ome, ct. Moulins-la-Marche), and it is in the dense woodlands of this area that the River Avre,
traditionally the southern boundary of the duchy of Normandy, takes its source.’ Just south of
Barville (Orne, ct. Pervenchéres) in the haute-vallée of the Sarthe the boundary of the coutume
turns abruptly south towards Mamers (Sarthe), passing midway between the forests of Belléme
and Perseigne. After running immediately east of Mamers it turns southeast to run along the
eastern edge of the forest of Bonnetable and on to skirt the north of La Ferté-Bernard (Sarthe, ch.
l. du ct). The southern frontier of the coutume is the least marked as it takes a wavering course
through the uplands which represent the watershed between the Huisne and Loir nivers. Here the
Perche shades into the Perche-Gouet, also known as the Bas-Perche or Petit-Perche, an area with
many affinities to the Perche, but which had never come under the control of the Rotrou family in
the middle ages. Further east the boundary has been defined as a commercial frontier between

the pays d'élevage or livestock rearing country of the Perche and the corn-growing regions of the
Beauce and is marked by a series of markets.® Near Montigny-le-Chartnf (Eure-et-Loir, ct.
Thiron) the border turns north, now taking as its defining characteristic the forests. It runs west
of the Bois de Landry and the forest of Champrond, but encompasses the forest of Montecot
before turning abruptly east to avoid La Loupe (Eure-et-Loir, ch. 1. du ct.). From La Loupe it
runs along the valley of the River Eure, west of the forest of Senonches before taking one final
lurch eastwards to skirt the forest of La Ferté-Vidame and so coming to its northernmost point.

4 Chédeville, Chartres, S7.
3 Lemarignier, Recherches, 55-60.
6 R. Musset, Le Perche - nom du pays', Annales de Géographie, xxviii (1919), 346.
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The physical feature which gives the area within these frontiers cohesion is its most significant,
though by no means mighty, watercourse, the River Huisne, which forms in effect the crooked
spine of the region. It rises near the western boundary in an area formerly covered by the forest
of Blavou and runs erratically west to east before turning abruptly south near Saint-Germain de
Grots (Orne, ct. Rémalard) and then running in a southwesterly direction for some 25 kilometres
through Nogent-le-Rotrou and out of the county near La Ferté-Bernard. A few streams which
run off the northern hills of the Perche flow into the Avre and the Sarthe, the most notable of
which 1s the River Hoéne, but it is remarkable that most of the watercourses which drain the
region run into the Huisne. The river divides the area virtually in half, on the left bank to its
north and east the country is often wooded, while on its right bank to the south and west lies open
rolling countryside, with clear agricultural potential.

The division between the wooded areas and agricultural land are a reflection of the soils of the
Perche, which indicate its position between two major geological formations.” The forested
uplands are continuations of the flinty clay plateau of the Beauce, but lack the overlay of lime
which gives that region its fertility. The lowlands, lying within the loop of the River Huisne, are
marls whose impermeable nature lend themselves to grassland. This countryside is the classic
bocage, cleared from the forest, but with many trees surviving in hedgerows, small woods and
copses. As a result the agriculture of the Perche is characterised in the twentieth century by
livestock production and orchards in contrast to the cereal production which was already well-
established in Carolingian times in the Beauce.® In modem times the Perche has become famous
for its horses, but in the middle ages woodland produce probably constituted its major products.?
(Map 1:2 The Geology and Watercourses of the Perche)

Settlement within the region is largely dispersed, consisting of willages, hamlets and single
dwellings.10 There are three urban centres, Nogent-le-Rotrou, Belléme and Mortagne-au-Perche.
Nogent-le-Rotrou, which is sometimes described as the capital of the Perche, 1s situated in the
valley of the River Huisne. The suffix le-Rotrou is taken from a personal name used by the

comital family and seems to have been added in the later twelfth century.!! Belléme is situated
some 22km NW of Nogent in the shadow of its extensive forest and was first mentioned 1in the

tenth century.!2 It may be significant, however, that a nearby settlement (1 km.) is called Saint-
Martin-du-Vieux-Belléme (Orne, ct. Belléme) suggesting a possible refoundation on the more
easily defensible spur where Belléme now stands. Directly to the north of Belléme, Mortagne lies

7 R. Musset, 'Le relief du Perche', Annales de Géographie, xxix (1920), 99-126.

3K Randsborg, The first millenium AD in Europe and the Mediterranean: an archaeological essay (Cambridge,
1991), 179.

9 On woodland economy, C. Wickham, 'European forests in the early middle ages: landscape and land clearance’, in
L'ambiente vegetale nell'alto medioevo (Settimane di studio del Centro Italiano di Studi sull'alto Medioevo, 37,
Sgoleto, 1990), 523-8; O. Rackham, The history of the countryside (London, 1986), 65-7.

1 Chédeville, Chartres, 56-8 comments that such a pattern suggests individual family's exploitation of the forest
rather than the communal activity indicated by the nucleated villages of the Beauce.

11 A charter of Bishop Reginald of Chartres dated 1189 refers to Nogento Rotrodi, NLR, no. XCVIL.

12 CMPerche, no.1.
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in the hilly area above the River Chippe, a tributary of the Huisne, again on a site that appears
chosen for defensive reasons. A number of settlements along the course of the River Huisne,
including Corbon (Ome, ct.Mortagne), Boissy-Maugis, Bellou-sur-Huisne, Villeray and Condé-
sur-Huisne ( all Ome, ct. Rémalard), which are now little more than villages, were probably more
significant in the middle ages. The largest of these settlements are Rémalard and Le Theil (both
Orne, ch. 1. du ct.). Within the forested areas of the Perche only Longny-au-Perche (Ome, ch. 1.
du ct.), due east of Mortagne in the valley of the River Jambée, attained any size, while
Bazoches-sur-Hoéne (Orne, ch. 1. du ct.) controlled the passage to the River Sarthe along its river
valley. (Map 1:3 Roads and Settlements in the Perche)

There are three east/west road crossings of the region. The road from Chartres (Eure-et-Loir) to
Le Mans (Sarthe), which formed part of the Paris to Le Mans route crosses the southern part of
the Perche entering the county just beyond Champrond-en-Gatine (Eure-et-Loir, ct. La Loupe)
and running down the valley of the River Cloche to Nogent-le-Rotrou, from where it followed the
valley of the River Huisne to La Ferté-Bermard. A road from the southernmost point of
Normandy at Alengon (Ome) enters the Perche east of Mamers and passes through Belléme and
Nogent-le-Rotrou before heading south west through Brou (Eure-et-Loir, ch. 1. du ct.) towards
Chateaudun (Eure-et-Loir) and Orléans (Loiret). Thirdly the road from Alengon to Verneuil-sur-
Avre (Eure, ch. 1. du ct.) left the valley of the River Sarthe at Le M¢le-sur-Sarthe (Ome, ch. 1. du
ct.) and passed through the forests of the Perche quite close to Mortagne virtually along the line
of the Seine/Loire watershed. None of these roads appears to have been a major route in Roman
times,13 but they would have been significant within the economy of the Perche in all periods
since the waterways of the region are not navigable.!4 There were also a number of secondary

routes which probably had their origins in the Roman period and whose focal point appears to be

Belléme. 13

Few references to the Perche can be detected before the tenth century. They are virtually

unanimous in stressing the inhospitable nature of the country. The earliest appears to be made by
Gregory of Tours in his Liber in gloria confessorum.16 The reference does no more than
describe Saint Avitus as an abbot of the Chartres region which is called Pertensis, but, since it
was a common literary topos to describe the fathers sceking distant places to practice their
ascetism, it does suggest that the region was off the beaten track.l? An anonymous life of Saint
Bohave of Chartres confirms the out of the way quality to the region known as Pertica. In a

13 J F. Drinkwater, Roman Gaul (London, 1983), 239.

14 chédeville, Chartres, 439.
15p, Siguret, Recherches sur la formation du comté du Perche', BSHAO, Ixxix (1961), 20-27. A number of rather

older roads have also been detected by J. Pelatan, Les chemins finéraux: leur réle dans le maintien des structure
rurales: I'exemple des confins bocage-openfield dans l'ouest du bassin parisien', Revue Géographique de I’Est, xxiii

1983), 359-67.
S6 Gregory of Tours, Liber in gloria confessorum’, cp. 97, MGH Scriptores rerum merovingicarum, 1 (Hannover,

1885), 810.
17 A, Poncelet, Les Saints de Micy, Analecta Bollandiana, xxiv (1905), 11; R. Grégoire, La foresta come
esperienza religiosa', L'ambiente vegetale, 677-86. The background is discussed in the opening chapters of J.

Heuclin, Aux origines monastiques de la Gaule du Nord: ermites et reclus de V¢ au XI®s. (Lille, 1988).
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narrative of events around the year 600, the author describes how Lothar II king of the Franks
campaigning against a rival was forced in flight back into the Percheron wood.1® This is the first
indication of the wooded nature of the area and such terrain would clearly be attractive both as a
hiding place for King Lothar and a retreat for the sixth century holy men such as Avitus, Laumer
and Calais, whose cults were seized on by the ninth century hagiographers.!® Although these
saints' lives provide little information about the sixth century, their description of the remote
fastnesses in the Perche, vastas loci Perthici solitudines, indicates the hagiographers' own
perception of the area.?? It was the desire for such solitude which first attracted the holy men and
led to the foundation of religious communities, such as that at Corbion which, by the ninth

century, was established on a site associated with Saint Laumer, near present-day Moutiers-au-
Perche (Ome, ct. Rémalard).

The precise extent of these woodlands is impossible to recover, but it may be significant that
when Nithard speaks of Charles the Bald deploying his army in the woods commonly known as
the Perche, he refers simply to the land beyond the Seine.2! The scantiness of archaeological
material relating to the whole area west of the Seine reinforces the impression of dense woodland,
but this is not to say that the area was uninhabited.22 The extensive woodland which covered
much of northern France formed part of the royal fisc and was exploited by its occupants in a
mixed economy which included arable farming as well as the management of woodland
products.2® In common with other areas of fisc, tracts of the Perche were granted to religious
foundations by the Carolingian kings. There is no conclusive evidence about the date when the

Panisian abbey of Saint-Germain des Prés secured its property in the Perche, though it was

clearly not among its most ancient possessions.24 Nonetheless it covered a considerable area and
the account of it given in the polyptych of Irminon provides a valuable insight into conditions
within the Perche in the ninth century.2’

The property falls into two groups, that in and around Corbon on the River Huisne (section XII
within the polyptych) and a rather more widespread set of holdings which were administered from

18 RHF, iii, 489b,
15 Poncelet, 'Saints de Micy, W. Goffart, The Le Mans forgeries: a chapter from the history of church property in
the ninth century (Cambridge, Mass., 1966), 223-4; T. Head. Hagiography and the cult of saints: the diocese of

Orléans, 800-1200 (Cambridge, 1990), passim.

20 RHF, iii, 439.

21 RHF, vii, 26: in saltum qui Pertica vulgo dicitur.

22 Siguret, Recherches', 27. A Roman villa was discovered at Villiers-sous-Mortagne in the nineteenth century,
Siguret, Recherches', 29, and there are a number of Cour + placenames which have been taken as indications of
early settlement, J. Adigard de Gautries, 'Etude onomastique ornaise', BSHAO, Ixxvii (1960), 3-17. The ninth
century hagiographers mention the sixth century holy men setting up in veteris structurae ruina (RHF, iii, 439),
which may imply that in the ninth century Roman remains were still apparent in the landscape, but again this is a
common fopos and appears in a number of saints' lives, cf. Goffart, Le Mans forgeries, 62-4.

23R, Bechmann, Trees and man: the forest in the middle ages (New York, 1990), 45-75, 111-39.

24 Polyptique, 1, 188-222.

25 1t is discussed by R. Latouche, The birth of the Western econonmy (New York, 1966), 194-6; J. Devroey, 'Un
monastére dans I'économie d'échanges: les services de transport & I'abbaye de Saint-Germain-des-Prés au ix® siécle’,
Annales, xxxix (1984), 570-89; J.J. Frangois, ‘Les domaines de I'abbaye de Saint-Germain au IX€ sidcle', MSAEL,

xxvii (1974/7), 41-77.
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Boissy-Maugis (section XIII). The property which lay in the centena Corbonensi consisted of
forty-seven smallish units, only eleven of which were described as exceeding ten ploughlands.
Most appear to have been made up of an area of arable, some meadow and an allotment of
woodland, some seem to be operating at less than their full potential.26 While few of the estates
seem to be unduly large or lucrative, they are nonetheless thriving, and 1t seems not unreasonable
to see In these holdings land which has been cleared from the forest, and in one instance the
polyptych describes this process.2” (Map 1:4 Lands of the Abbey of Saint-Germain-des-Prés

in the Perche)

The Boissy-Maugis property, however, is much more diverse in forms of tenure, size and
location. Much of it is located outside the boundary of the later coutume of Perche, lying to

southwest of Dreux (Eure-et-Loir), but Boissy-Maugis itself was the major focus of Saint-
Germain's patrimony.?® There were extensive woodland resources and deforestation was in
progress.2? A common form of tenure was the mansum ingenuilem, which appears not to have
occurred in the Corbon fisc, and rents are often paid in iron.39 A horse appears among the
various livestock renders, which indicates perhaps the suitability of the area for horse breeding
even in the ninth century.3! The implication therefore seems to be of an agrarian economy in the
valley of the River Huisne, which had been apportioned into agricultural holdings. Within the
wooded areas, while some clearance was under way, the variety of tenures and renders indicates
that a more flexible approach had been adopted to ensure revenue, possibly because the soils of

the area did not lend themselves to widespread deforestation.

The settled rural existence of the polyptych and the monastic life which had been established at
Corbion were apparently destroyed during the mid ninth century as a result of harrying by Viking
warbands. At first sight this would appear surprising since the waterways of the Perche would

not permit navigation even by Viking shipping and the forested nature of the countryside ought to
have afforded some protection. The chronicle of Saint-Wandrille certainly gives the impression
that the depredations of the northmen were halted by the forests of the Perche, but the city of

Chartres had been besieged by northmen in 911 and Viking activity in the Perche is implied in the
Translatio Sancti Launomari Blesois, which describes the removal of Saint Laumer's relics from

26 Polyptique, ii, 167: ...in villa quae dicitur Rotnis...Arant illum ad medietatem; Polyptique, 11, 168: in villa quae

dicitur Villaris...Arat illum ad medietatem.
27 Polyptique, 11, 172: Terram quam conquisivit servus sancti Germani, nomine Maurhaus in pago Oxomense in

centena Corbonense, in loco qui dicitur Vallis Maurharii.

28 The original editor of the Polptych, Benjamin Guérard, identified Buxido with Boissy-en-Drouais precisely
because much of the property lay in that region, but Auguste Longnon makes a convincing case for Boissy-Maugis
in his edition, Polyptique, i1, 175, note 2. The question is still debated, Siguret, Recherches' (1961), 34, n.47.

29 Polyptique, 11, 175-6 (XTIIA): De silvis, juxta estimationem, leuvas V totum in giro, in quibus possunt insaginari
porci CC, Habet in Pertico de silva , juxta estimationem, totum in circuitu leuvas X, in quibus possunt insaginari

gorci DCCC. Polyptique, i1, 176 (XIIIB): Faciunt clausuras ad ortum, ad curtem, ad messes.
0 Polyptique, 11, 192 (XIII 66). There appears to have been an active Roman ironworking industry around

Tourouvre (Ome, ch. 1. du ct.) and at Saint-Ouen-de-la-Cour (Ome, ct. Belléme), Siguret, ‘Recherches', 29.
31 polyptique, ii, 176 (XIIB).
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their resting place at Corbion, after eighteen years of continuous harassment from the
northmen.32

Effective resistance to these raids proved difficult to organise and a number of expedients were
adopted from the payment of protection money to the employment of other Viking bands as
mercenaries, and it is in the latter that the origins of the Perche's mighty northern neighbour,
Normandy, have to be sought.3? Within a generation of their settlement, the northmen of Rouen
had established an extremely successful and expansionist community with designs not only on
other Viking settlements, but possibly on neighbouring Frankish lands.?* It was the thesis of
Jacques Boussard that the Robertine marquises of Neustna, faced with this threat from the Rouen
enclave, sought to establish a buffer zone within the march which they controlled and that lands,
which Anglo-Norman historians recognise from the works of Orderic Vitalis as those of the

Belléme family, are the eleventh century survival of that buffer zone.3?

Boussard locates that zone between Domfront and Belléme on the southern Norman frontier, but

says nothing about its obvious eastern extension into the area which would become the Perche.

At some point after the ninth century, however, the lands which Saint Germain-des-Prés held
around Corbon and Boissy-Maugis slipped out of their control and the period of confusion which
accompanied the Scandinavian raids seems the most likely time. Saint-Germain's property would
have come into the hands of Hugh the Great in his role as lay abbot and it would be perfectly
possible for it to have been secularised, forming part of the territory of the Belléme family or of
another family settled within the locality to act as a check on further Norman expansion.

The recovery of the Perche from the disruption caused by the Viking raids can be examined by
reference not to chronicles, but to the records of monastic houses whose establishment had been

made possible by that recovery. The account of the foundation of a church at Belléme, for
example, in giving the locations of two villages and the churches with which the new foundation

was endowed, provides valuable evidence concerning the Bellémois in the tenth century and
reveals the existence of agricultural communities within the loop of the Huisne3¢ This is
confirmed by a gift to another religious house made between 1023 and 1026, Dame-Marie
(Ome, ct. Belléme), a village some § kilometres south of Belléme, was granted to the Norman
monastery at Jumiéges by Albert, abbot of Saint Micy near Orléans, into whose hands it had

32 Chronicle of Saint-Wandrille, RHF, vii, 43: Berno nortmannus cum valida classe ingressus est. Deinde junctis
viribus usque Particum saltum plurimam stragem et depopulationem fecerunt. Translatio Sancti Launomari, in
RHF, vii, 365. The translatio is a difficult text which has not received a great deal of scholarly attention. Since it
probably comes from the monastery of Saint-Laumer at Blois, the eventual resting place of the relics, it is possible
that it was composed much later when the reasons for the removal of the relics were not fully understood and were
therefore surmised as the effect of Viking raids. On relics, L. Musset, Exode des reliques du diocése de Séez au
temps des invasion normandes’, BSHAO, boxviii (1970), 3-22.

33 D. Bates, Normandy before 1066 (London, 1982), 2-24.
34 The chronicle of Tours describes Richard of Normandy's war against Theobald of Chartres in 962 in which the

Dunois was ravaged, RHF, ix, 53.
33 3, Boussard, ‘Les destinées de la Neustria du IX€ au XI€ siécle', CCM, xi (1968), 25-6.

36 CMPerche, no. 1.



13

come from his mother's dowry.37 By the time another local landowner, Hugh of Rocé, founded a
priory of Marmoutier at Saint-Martin-du-Vieux-Belléme in the 1050s, the Bellémois was teeming
with activity, as the endowments of Hugh and his followers suggest. The church of Saint-Martin
was already a going concern and grants included agricultural land, a plessitium or inroad into the

forest, vineyards, meadows and a mill.38

The lively community in the region around Belléme was not the only centre of population within
the Perche in the eleventh century however. The records of a new religious house dedicated to
Saint-Denis at Nogent-le-Rotrou, which had been established in 1031, reveal a recovery from the
instability of the ninth and early tenth centuries throughout most of the area of the Perche.3® At
Nogent itself there was a stronghold protecting a church and community living in the vicus. The
very name of Nogent implies that it had been consciously founded as a new market (Novum
mercatum), but it is impossible to determine exactly when 1t was a new foundation. Certainly it
would have been well-placed as a trading centre. The confluence of the Huisne and Corbionne
rivers some 10 kilometres northeast of Nogent at Condé-sur-Huisne provided convenient access
into the forested regions of the Perche and the lower valley of the Huisne formed a corridor
southwest towards Le Mans, the seat of a bishopric, where urban life had continued unbroken

from Roman times.

Upstream of Nogent along the River Huisne were a number of settlements, which were
sufficiently thriving to support the activities of a series of local lords. On a promontory above
the river at Villeray, a local family had erected a castle, from which they exercised lordship over
the village of Condeau (Ome, ct. Rémalard) in the valley bottom and westwards into the hilly
country of the Bellémois. By the 1070s another castle had been constructed at Rémalard, while
at Boissy Maugis, the focal point of the lands of the abbey of Saint-Germain-des-Prés some two

hundred years previously, the local lord was sufficiently prosperous to establish a priory, which
he placed under the authority of Marmoutier. At Mauves (Ome, ct. Mortagne) evidence of a

well-established community can be found in the church and agricultural holding (medietaria),
which were given to the new foundation at Nogent-le-Rotrou. In the hills above the River Huisne
the town of Mortagne itself must have been a sizeable settlement by the 1080s for a bailiff is

recorded, a stronghold had been built and there was at least one bourg or trading area.? Its
church of Saint John the Baptist formed part of the endowment of Saint-Denis of Nogent-le-
Rotrou, together with the church of Saint-Germain at Lois¢ (Ome, ct./cme. Mortagne), which
may well have been the mother church of Mortagne.4! The town was associated with the comital

title of the Rotrou family from the 1050s and was clearly important by that date.42

37 RADN, no.51.

38 CMPerche, no. 5, pp. 14-15.

39 NLR, no. V.

40 P71, no. 589 for the bailiff, NLR, no. XXXIV.

41 NLR, nos. XXI, XXIL
42 For the comital title, VM, no.609 given at Mortagne. The archdeacon of Mortagne, Odo, attested a benefaction

to Marmoutier made before 1060, CAMPerche, no. 7, p. 19.
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It was upon this axis along the valley of the River Huisne between Nogent-le-Rotrou and
Mortagne that the Rotrou family were to lay the foundations of the county of Perche. They were
to expernience hostility to the west of that axis in the Bellémois, that is the area within the loop of
the River Huisne, which was to remain until the early years of the twelfth century under the
dominance of the rival Belléme family. The history of the two families' rivalry, as narrated by
the Norman historian Orderic Vitalis, forms one of the best-known examples of private warfare
during the so-called feudal period when "lineage engaged in brutal but rational competition".43
To the east and northeast of the Huisne valley, however, in the wooded uplands there was no one
obvious rival. There are few references to this area in the eleventh century and its history is
therefore difficult to discern, but a family based in La Ferté-Amoul (later La Ferté-Vidame,
Eure-et-Loir, ch. 1. du ct.) exercised some authority in that locality from the late eleventh century,
and the interests possessed by the lords of Chiteauncuf-en-Thimerais (Eure-et-Loir, ch. 1. du ct)
seem to have extended westwards into the area which later acknowledged the coutume of the
Perche. Nonetheless the lordship of the forests to the east of the River Huisne was still

unresolved and presented an opportunity for expansion.

By the turn of the twelfth century much economic progress had been made and sufficient

resources were available to support a lordly lifestyle, mmvolving military elitism and the
foundation and endowment of religious houses inside and outside the area. A band of territory
from Mortagne to Nogent-le-Rotrou formed the basis of the Rotrou lordship, which could be
complemented by the addition of the agriculturally developed Bellémots and of the areas to the

cast of the Huisne, where forest clearance had made less impact and where the quality of the soil
was ultimately to ensure the retention of much of the woodland landscape. Under the Rotrou

family a new political entity would emerge which, despite the absence of any earlier
administrative, diocesan or even geological unity, would develop sufficient local cohesion to
outlast its existence as an independent principality and continue to modern times with a distinct
sense of i1dentity. That evolution occurred because the Rotrous took the opportunities presented
by chronic instability to establish themselves in the tenth and eleventh centuries and had then

secured a clear preeminence within the area which would become the Perche.

43 p, Barthélemy, Kinship', in History of Private Life, ii, Revelations of the Medieval World, ed. G. Duby, trans.
A. Goldhammer (Cambridge, Mass., 1987), 93.
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Figure 2 : 1 The House of Rotrou c. 1050-1226



Chapter 2
The House of Rotrou

The origins of the family from which the twelfth and early thirteenth century counts of the Perche
were descended are as indistinct as those of most of the rest of the nobility of western Europe,

and a definitive history can only begin in the early years of the eleventh century.

Geoffrey I (f1. 1031)

The first member of the Perche family who can be identified with any clanty 1s the vicecomes
Geoffrey (f1. 1031). He was a man of some influence in Chartres and Chateaudun and controlled
considerable landed resources in the hills around Nogent-le-Rotrou, where in 1031 he founded a
monastery dedicated to Saint-Denis. An act of foundation attributed to Geoffrey and preserved in
the cartulary of Saint-Denis of Nogent-le-Rotrou describes Geoffrey as the vicecomes of
Chateaudun and gives the additional information that his mother was named Melisendis and his
sons were called Hugh and Rotrou.! Apart his appearance in the witness lists of three charters
dating from the first half of the eleventh century, these details represent all that is known for
certain about the apparent founder of the house of Rotrou.? It is likely, however, that this
Geoffrey can be identified with another vicecomes Geoffrey who appears in a number of
contemporary acts with his wife, Helviza and son, Hugh, and that the complaints of Bishop
Fulbert of Chartres (1007-29) conceming of the activities of a vicecomes Geoffrey, who had built
castles on episcopal land at Gallardon (Eure-et-Loir, ct. Maintenon) and llliers-Combray (Eure-

et-Loir, ch. 1. du ct.), probably refer to the same man.3

Geoffrey's antecedents are almost impossible to determine, but have been the subject of much
speculation by French historians.4 He has been linked with an important, if somewhat nebulous,

tenth century dynasty of vicecomites of Chateaudun.® The precise gencalogy of this family has
never been determined, since their existence is indicated only by infrequent attestations and
chronicle references, but a connection with Geoffrey is provided by an act from the cartulary of

I NLR, no. v.
2 Charter of King Robert, RHF, x, 619 (1027/33), charter of Odo, count of Blois, Chartes de Saint~Julien de Tours

1002-1227, ed. L.J. Denis (Le Mans, 1912), no. 12 (16 April 1034), the foundation charter of Pontlevoy, Recueil
des actes de Philippe 1°7, roi de France, ed. M. Prou (Paris, 1908), no. LXXIV (1035, but preserved in copy
confirmed in 1075).

3 €MD, no. 1 is witnessed by Hugh. SPC, 400-1, a confirmation by vicecomes Geoflrey, is witnessed by his wife,
Helvidis, and son, Hugh. VLM, no. 587 may also refer to vicecomes Geoffrey rather than to Geoflrey of Beaumont-
sur-Sarthe, to whom it is attributed by the editors of the cartulary, since the act was later confirmed by Geoflrey's
son, Rotrou I. Fulbert of Chartres, Letters and poems, ed. F. Behrends (Oxford, 1976), nos. 59, 98, 99, 100.

4 Romanet, Géographie, 37-41; J. Boussard, L'origine des familles seigneuriales dans la région de la Loire
moyenne', CCM, v (1962), 303-22, esp. 311-4; Les évéques en Neustrie avant la réforme grégorienne (950-1050

environ)', Journal des Savants, 1970, 161-96, esp.174-6.
S The only study specifically devoted to them I have been able to trace is C. Cuissard, ‘Chronologie des vicomtes de

Chiteaudun 960-1395', Bulletin de la Société Dunoise, viii (1894/6), 25-120.
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Saint-Pére of Chartres which records the gifts of Hildegarde, vicecomitissa of Chiteaudun.¢ The
act which must date from before 1023 is made with the approval of her son, Hugh archbishop of
Tours and is witnessed by the archbishop and his nephew Geoffrey. This nephew Geoffrey has
been identified with vicecomes Geoffrey, but the precise nature of the relationship has not been

established.”

These genealogies are for the most part irrelevant for the purposes of this study except for that
fact that some of these conjectures have come close to acceptance as fact in modern writings on
the Perche. Thus, while the first historian of the Perche, Gilles Bry de la Clergerie described
vicecomes Geoffrey as Geoffrey I, he is described as Geoffrey III by many later historians who
take his relationship with these earlier speculative Geoffreys as proven. There 1s much to be said
for returning to Bry's numeration and it will be followed throughout the thesis, since any
identification before Geoffrey is based on inference and speculation. There are no further
contemporary references to Geoffrey, though a little of subsequent events can be detected from
the acts of his sons. A confirmation of one of Geoffrey's acts by his son, Hugh, indicates that
Hugh succeeded his father and a further act of endowment for Saint-Denis of Nogent-le-Rotrou,
given by Geoffrey's other son, Rotrou, provides the information that Geoffrey was assassinated in
Chartres as he was coming out of the cathedral.® Nothing more is known of the vicecomes Hugh
and it is his brother Rotrou, who subsequently appears as head of the family.

Rotrou I (c. 1050 - ¢. 1080)

With Geoffrey I's son Rotrou I we are on slightly firmer ground since rather more material has
survived from which his career can be reconstructed. Five acts attnibutable to him have survived

6 spcC, 117:8.

7 Romanet, Géographie, between 44 and 45 suggests

Geoffrey | Hughl Hugh Il vicecomes

vicecomes vicecomes archbishop of Tours from 1004

of Chateaudun of Chiteaudun

(d.963) m (d. before 989) Geoffrey 11 Geoffrey III

Hermengarde m. Hildegarde vicecomes d. <1003 vicecomes
vicecomitissa m. Melisendis (fl. 1031)

Boussard, L'origine' (1962), 312, n.87 offered

Geoffrey 1 Geoffrey II Hugh vicecomes 989-1003

vicecomes of vicecomes of archbishop of Tours

Chiteaudun Chéteaudun

fl. 930 967-c. 988 Geoffrey 111 Hugh
m. Hildegarde vicecomes of vicecomes of

Chiteaudun 10041 Chateaudun ¢. 1039/40

but by Evéques', 1970, 174-5 had amended to
Hugh archbishop of Tours (1008-23)

Geoflrey
vicecomes of I
Chiteaudun Melisendis m
m. Hildegarde Warin of Domfront
C. Settipani, Les comtes d'Anjou et leurs alliances aux X® et XI® siécles’' Proceedings of the Oxford Prosopography

Conference (forthcoming) offers:

Geoffrey | ————_Geoffrey Il Hugh
m. Hildegarde archbishop of Tours

unnamed sister —~——————a——-—Geoffrey II] ~———CGeoffrey IV /L 1031
5> CMD, no. 1, NLR, no. VL
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and he attested two charters of the Capetian king, Henri I. In addition there are several references
to him in the Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis, including a brief pen portrait which
provides the fact that Rotrou was chronically deaf.?

On the death of his father Rotrou's (probably) elder brother, Hugh, succeeded in Chateaudun,
while Rotrou took the family property at Nogent. By the late 1050s, however, Rotrou had
adopted the title of count, which Orderic Vitalis attaches to the town of Mortagne, some 38
kilometres north of Nogent.!9 In the late 1070s Rotrou made a substantial increase to the

endowment of his father's foundation at Saint-Denis of Nogent-le-Rotrou on the occasion of the
dedication of the new church he had built there.!! In this act he refers to himself as not simply
count of Mortagne but also vicecomes of Chateaudun, so it would appear that at some point he
had reconstituted the territory of his father, Geoffrey. The only other evidence on this matter
places Rotrou's resumption of the family property in 1057/8, but gives no details as to whether he
succeeded his brother directly or afier an interval.12

The name of Rotrou's wife Adeliza is given in a benefaction which Rotrou made to the abbey of
Saint-Vincent of Le Mans.!13 Rotrou was the father of some seven children, not all of them by
Adeliza, and was survived by at least four of them.14 The date of his death is unknown, though
an obituary from Saint-Pére of Chartres places it on 1 March.!> He was succeeded as count of
Mortagne by his son Geoffrey and as vicecomes of Chateaudun by another son, Hugh.1¢ A
younger son Rotrou married the daughter of Hugh of Gennes and established a line of Rotrous
which survived at Montfort-le-Rotrou (also known as Montfort-le-Gesnois, Sarthe, ch. 1. du ct.)

until the thirteenth century.1?

9 NLR, nos. VI, XIX; VIM, no. 587, 589, 609. SPC, 156 purports to be an act of Rotrou but is spurious.
Attestations of royal charters, Catalogue des actes d'Henri I¢, roi de France (1031-1060), ed. F. Sochnée (Paris,
1907), nos. 112, 114. OV, i1, 360.

10 ov, ii, 360.

11 NLR, no. VI. Another version of this document is preserved in the archives of Cluny, Recueil des chartes de
l'abbaye de Cluny, ed. A. Bernard and A. Bruel (Paris, 1876-1903), no. 3517.

12 eMD, no. CLVIL
13 VLM, no. 609. In this act Rotrou refers to his father vicecomes Geoffrey and also to his otherwise unknown

grandfather, Count Fulk. This has led de Romanet to construct a genealogy in which Helviza, the wife of vicecomes
Geoflrey, is the daughter of a Count Fulk of Mortagne, Géographie, 41. There is no evidence of such a personality.

Rotrou's wife is not named by Orderic in his account of the family, v1, 396.
14 Rotrou the eldest son appears only in VZM, no. 609. Geoffrey and Hugh succeeded their father. A younger

Rotrou married a Manceau heiress, the daughter of Hugh of Gennes, VLM, no. 264. Warin Brito appears in VLM,
nos. 587 and 589, but not in MLR, no. VI, so may have died by the late 1080s. Helviza appears in NLR, no. VI as
does Fulk, and Robert Mandaguerra appears as the brother of Hugh Capellus in CAfPerche, no. 16.
15 Obits, ii, 184.
16 No documentation on this partition of the family’s interests has survived and the division has to be inferred from
charter evidence. It must have taken place by 1080 when an act of Hugh Capellus vicecomes of Chéteaudun in
favour of Marmoutier was confirmed by his brother Geoffrey, and it is again outlined in Hugh's approval of the
%ra.nt of Saint-Léonard of Belléme to Marmoutier, CAD, no. CXL, CA{Perche, no. 16.

7 AD Eure-et-Loir H461 1, AD Sarthe H84, H85, H375, H1113 for the Montfort-le-Rotrou branch.
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Geoffrey II (c. 1080 - c. 1099)

Geoffrey 11, son and successor of Rotrou I as count of Mortagne, is known to us mostly from the
records of Saint-Dents of Nogent-le-Rotrou and from references in Orderic's Ecclesiastical
History. When he succeeded his father Geoffrey must have been nearly into middle age, for he
had fought at Hastings nearly twenty-five years before, and he was already married to Beatrix,
the daughter of Hilduin of Montdidier and Roucy.!® One of his earliest acts was his invitation to
the monks of Cluny to reform the family foundation of Saint-Denis of Nogent-le-Rotrou, whose
monastic standards Geoffrey regarded as unsatisfactory.!® The ancient abbey of Saint-Pére of
Chartres, which had claimed jurisdiction over Nogent-le-Rotrou during the lifetime of Count
Rotrou I, challenged Geoffrey's grant.2? Accounts of the ensuing dispute vary, with that of Saint-
Pére assigning a none too pleasant role to the Countess Beatrix who is accused of driving out the
monks and retaining in her own residence (aula) the bequests which Count Rotrou had intended

for the monks of Nogent.2!

Ordenc's references to Geoffrey mostly concern his repeated warfare with Robert of Belléme, his
second cousin and the most powerful figure on the southem Norman frontier.22 Orderic's is
perhaps a partisan account, but it does give a thumbnail sketch of the count of Mortagne:

a distinguished count, handsome and brave, God-fearing and devoted to the church, a

staunch defender of the clergy and God's poor; in time of peace he was gentle and lovable
and conspicuous for his good manners; in time of war, harsh and successful, formidable

to the rulers who were his neighbours, and an enemy to all. He stood out among the
highest in the land because of the high birth of his parents...and kept valiant barons and
warlike castellans in firm subjection to his government. 3

Apart from attending a hearing of the court of Bishop Ivo of Chartres, presumably in Chartres
and his attestation at Dreux of an act made by King Philip I in 1086, Geoffrey is not to be found
outside his own territory.24 In the early 1090s Geoffrey's daughter, Juliana, was married to
Gilbert of Laigle, a member of a prominent family from the Norman marches, and another

daughter, Margaret, was also to marry a Norman, Henry younger son of Roger of Beaumont. A
third daughter, Matilda, was married to the Limousin lord, Raymond of Turenne.?> In 1096
Geoffrey's son Rotrou joined the expedition to the Holy Land. During his absence Geoffrey died,

18 OV, ii, 266, iv, 160. Orderic wrongly describes Beatrix as the daughter of the count of Rochefort, OV, vi, 394,
but her correct parentage is given by Alberic of Trois Fontaines, MGH S, xxiii, 794.

19 NLR, nos. VII, XX, p. 68: locum ipsum quotidie in deterius ire.

20 NLR, no. XX bis. The dispute is discussed in H.E.J. Cowdrey, The Cluniacs and the Gregorian reform (Oxford,
1970), 105-6.

21 SPC, 157: ab uxore Gausfridi, nomine Beatrice, jussi sunt egredi.

22 oV, vi, 396-8.

23 0V, iv, 160,

24 5pC, 314; Actes de Philippe I°"> no. CXVIIL

25 OV, iv, 160, 200-202. For Matilda, Geoffrey de Vigeois, RHF, xii, 424. Raymond of Turenne had been
prominent in the first crusade, so it 18 possible that this match was made as a result of Rotrou II's crusading
connections, rather than by Geoffrey I, Peter of Tueboeuf, Historia de Hierosolymitano itinere, and Continuatio, in
Recueil des historiens des croisades: historiens occidentaux, iii (Paris, 1866), 50, 206.
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leaving his territory in the care of his wife Beatrix and taking the Cluniac habit just before his
death.?6 Orderic gives the month of his death as October, but does not give a year, so it is
unclear how long the Countess Beatrix was left to administer the family property. She seems to
have been a woman of some character and continued to play an active role in the running of her

son's territory during her widowhood.?7

Rotrou II (c. 1099 - 1144)

Geoffrey's son and successor, Count Rotrou II, is much the best known of the counts of the
Perche largely because he was a contemporary of Orderic Vitalis, but he also appears in other
sources such as Geoffrey Grossus' Life of Bernard as well as in contemporary letter collections,
including those of the bishops Ivo of Chartres and Hildebrand of Le Mans.2® He participated in
the first crusade,?® fought with his cousin, Alphonso the Battler in Spain3? and was an ally of
King Henry I of England, whose daughter by an otherwise unknown Edith he married in the early
years of the twelfth century.3! Orderic says that Henry greatly increased Rotrou's family wealth
in England as a result of this marriage, but there is no trace of the family in Domesday book and
it would therefore appear that the two English manors, Aldbourne and Wanborough in Wiltshire,
which can be shown to have been in Rotrou's hands, came to him as his wife, Matilda's dowry.32

Rotrou continued his father's policy of hostility towards Robert of Belléme, though he was no
more successful than Geoffrey and he finally secured Belleme in 1113 as a grant from his father-
in-law, Henry 1.33 Thereafter Rotrou began to style himself count of Perche and lord of
Belléme,34 and his prestige was further enhanced by his association with the religious house

founded within his terntory at Thiron (Eure-et-Loir, ch. 1. du ct.) by Bemnard, the former abbot of
Saint-Cyprien of Poitiers.3* He continued his close association with the family of his sister,

Juliana and in 1118/9 supported the claims made to King Henry I by her son, Richer of Laigle
that he should succeed to the Laigle family lands in England.3¢ In 1120 his wife Matilda was

drowned in the loss of the White Ship, but Rotrou made no haste to remarry.37 He designated his
elder daughter Philippa as his heir and gave her in marriage to Helias, younger son of Fulk the

26 OV, vi, 394.

27 Beatrix's attestations with her husband, NLR, nos. VII, XI, XIX, XXI, XXII, XXIHI, XXIV, XXXIV, LII, LV. For
her attestations with her son, NLR, nos LI, LVIII, LXXXVI, Tiron, no. VI, LX1V, CVL

28 Geoffrey Grossus, Vita Beati Bernardi Tironiensis, PL, vol. 172, col. 1406. Ivo of Chartres, Epistolae clxviii-
clxx, clxxiii, celxxxiii, PL, vol. 162, cols. 1704, 176-7, 283-4. Hildebert, RHF, xv, 317-318.

29 Rotrou was probably born before 1080 as he was old enough to go on the crusade in 1096, OV, v, 34.

30 OV, vi, 394-6. L. Nelson, Rotrou of Perche and the Aragonese reconquest, Traditio, xxvi (1970), 117-19.

31 ov, vi, 40. PR 31 Henry I, 155: de firma terre Edith' matris comitisse de Pertico. .
32 For Rotrou's tenure of Aldbourne and Wanborough, BL Cotton Vespasian F xv, Cartulary of Lewes priory, fos.

167v., 169.

33 ov, vi, 34.

34 CAMPerche, no. 26. The titles used by the counts will be discussed in chapter 3.

33 OV, iv, 328-30. Following the modern IGN maps of France and the Michelin series, the spelling Thiron is used
for the place name, but the abbey is usually spelt Tiron, Tiron, intro. Ivo, Epistola cclxxan.

36 ov, vi, 196, 248-50.

37 oV, vi, 304, 40.
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Young, count of Anjou. On the understanding that Philippa and Helias should succeed him,
Rotrou then left for a prolonged period in Spain.38

Rotrou had alrecady spent some time in Spain, having responded to an appeal for assistance
against the Moslems from his cousin, Alphonso of Aragon. This adventure probably took place
around 1108 and the apparent ingratitude of the Aragonese king and the antagonism of the
Spanish with which Orderic describes its ending are probably to be explained by the uncertainty
at Alphonso's court after the marriage of Alphonso and Queen Urraca of Castille.3° Alphonso
probably made a second appeal to Rotrou after the successful campaign of 1118/9 in the Ebro
valley, as a result of which the king would have needed reliable men to consolidate his hold on his
conquests.*0 Some Spanish sources suggest that Rotrou was present during these campaigns and
captured Tudela, but Rotrou cannot be traced in Spanish charters until 1123. At that date he was
Alphonso's governor of Tudela and in 1125 he took part in the campaigns in Benicadell, after

which some of his followers returned home. 4!

Rotrou himself may have intended to remain in Spain indefinitely. References to his lieutenants
suggest occasional absences from his duties there,*? and visits to northern France and even
England can be traced in the 1120s, but his governorship of Tudela continued to be acknowledged
in Spanish charters.4® Although he must have been in northern France in 1129, when he

witnessed an act in favour of Fontevrault at the ducal court in Rouen and probably gave a couple

38 william of Tyre, Chronique, ed. R.B.C. Huygens (Turnholt, 1986), 632-3: Nomen vero secundi efusdem domini
Fulconis filii materni avi nomen referentis Helias, cui Rotroldus comes Perchensis filiam suam unicam uxorem
dedit, spondens quod de caetero uxorem non duceret sed omnem haereditatem suam cum omni integritate in eum

moriens transferret. Pactorum tamen immemor et promissorum prodigus uxorem duxit sororem comitis Patricii
nobilis in Anglia viri ex qua plures suscepit liberos unde praedictus Helias ab ejus haereditate contra spem factus
est alienus. Helias and Philippa's approval of an important extension which Rotrou made to Tiron's endowment
indicates their position as joint heirs, Tiron, no. XXXIIL.

39 OV, vi, 396. J.F. O'Callaghan, 4 history of medieval Spain (Ithaca, N.Y., 1975), 216-7. The birth of Rotrou's
second daughter Felicia can tentatively be dated to this period, since her name must be a compliment to Rotrou's
aunt, Queen Felicia of Aragon, the mother of Alphonso, who died in 1123, S. de Vajay, 'Ramire II le Moine roi
d'Aragon et Agnés de Poitou dans l'histoire et dans la légende', Mélanges offertes a René Crozet, ed. P. Gallais et
Y.-J. Riou (Poitiers, 1966), 730.

40 According to the Muslim chronicler al-Maqqari, Alphonso I of Aragon made a major appeal to the lords of
France mn 1117 and a papal council at Toulouse in 1118 led to the formation of a massive army of southern French
troops. In December 1118 Zaragoza was captured and in February 1119 the city of Tudela fell. Al-Maqgqari cited
in J.M. Lacarra, La conquista de Zaragoza por Alfonso I', Al-Andalus, xii (1947), 79.

4 Lynn Nelson, Rotrou’, 122-3, 126-7 suggests that the chronicles have been doctored in the light of the later
dispute between Navarre and Aragon. For Rotrou in Spain in April 1123, Documentos para el Estudio de la
Reconquista y Repoblacion del Valle del Ebro, ed. J. M. Lacarra (Zaragoza, 1982-5), no. 91. OV, vi, 400-2.

42 Coleccion Diplomdtica Medieval de la Rioja: documentos, ed. Ildefonso Rodrigues de Lama (Logroifio, 1976-9),
tomo II, no. 85, dated 28 February 1126: Sub eo comite Rotron in Tutela, sub quo Robert Bordet in castello; Duran
Pesson iusticia. Doc. Ebro, no. 161, dated 22 September 1128: comite Pertico dominante et Tutela Gofre Bertran
in illo castello de Tutela, Duran Peixon iusticia. Rotrou's lieutenant, Robert Bordet, subsequently made his own
career in Spain, L.J. McCrank, Norman crusaders in the Catalan reconquest: Robert Burdet and the principality of

Tarragona', Journal of Medieval History, vii (1981), 70-1.

43 Orderic says that Rotrou retummed from Spain in 1125 and he witnessed charters in the mid 1120s, OV, vi, 404;
CMD, no. CLXXVIL, Earldom of Gloucester charters, ed. R Patterson (Oxford, 1973), no. 109. Documents issued
by the Aragonese king were often dated with reference to office holders, Doc. Ebro, nos. 136, 140, 142-47, 151 (all

1127), 155, 157, 159 (all 1128).
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of tidying acts to Tiron,** Rotrou's continuing commitment to Spain is implied by his cousin's

grant of the town and castle of Corella in December 1128.4

Hilduin of Roucy
Geoffrey II m. Beatrix of Roucy Felicia m. Sancho king of Aragon
count of of Roucy
Mortagne
Rotrou 11 Juliana m. Gilbert of Laigle Alphonso I
count of the El Batallador
Perche king of Aragon
1104-34
Richer Margaret m. Garcia IV
king of Navarre
1134-50
Blanche Sancho Margaret
m.Sancho III king of Navarre m. William king of Sicily
- of Castille I
Alphonso VIII Berengaria William 11
king of Castille m. Richard ] King of Sicily
m. Eleanor daughter of King of England m. Joanna d. of
Henry II King of England Henry II King of
l England
Blanche of Castille m. Louis VIII
King of France

Figure 2:2: The Spanish and Sicilian connections of the House of Rotrou

Tudela remained under Rotrou's governorship until around 1133, when an act shows it in the
hands of Garcia Ramirez, the husband of Rotrou's niece, Margaret of Laigle.4® It is not clear
whether Margaret4” was at this point already married to Garcia, a descendant of Sancho the
Great, king of Navarre*® or whether the marriage was arranged around 1132/3.4° Their grandson

44 Tiron, nos. CXX, CVIL. CDF, no. 1054 is witnessed by Rotrou, and this witness list compares closely with

those of acts made at Rouen in 1129, RRAN, ii, nos.1580-1.
43 Doc. Ebro, no. 164 (December 1128 at Almazén): propter seruitia que mihi fecistis et cotidie facitis.
46 For Rotrou at Tudela, Col. Rioja, nos. 95 (March 1129), 98 (26 October 1130); Doc. Ebro, nos. 178, 182, 185-

88 (all 1129), 192 (1130), 208, 210 (1131); Col. Rioja, no. 101 (March 1132), Doc. Ebro, no. 217 (1132). For

Garcia at Tudela, Col. Rioja, no. 103. -
47 She is given no name by Alberic, MGH S8, xxiii, 794: secunda soror Beatrix nomine Rotroldo comiti de Pertico

peperit comitem Rotroldum et Margaretam de Novoburgo in Normannia,; cujus filia Juliana de Aquilla fuit mater
reginae Navarreorum. A letter to Rotrou count of Perche, in which his niece seeks to persuade him to return to the
fight against the infideles et contemptores Dei has been attributed to Margaret, despite the fact that the niece

identifies herself only by the initial B, RHF, xv, 512. It is just possible that the wife of Garcia Ramirez of Navarre
was originally called Beatrix after her maternal grandmother, but more likely the letter came from her daughter,

Blanche.
48 Garcia was the grandson of Sancho Garces, an illegitimate son of Garcia Il of Navarre, but after the death of

Alphonso I of Aragon in 1134 he became king of Navarre, E. Lourie, The wmill of Alfonso I, "El Batallador”, king of
Aragon and Navarre: a reassessment', Speculum, 1 (1975), 642-43. He was also the grandson of the Cid and his
Eenealogy 1s outlined in S. de Vajay, Mélanges René Crozet, 734, n. 54.

? Col. Rioja, no. 73 places Margaret in Spain with her uncle in the 1120s, since it 1s tentatively dated to 1124, but

the form of the attestations is suspicious: signo regine Margarite. signo comitis de Pertica and doubts have been
expressed about the authenticity of the document, which survives only in a later copy, on the grounds that it is a
reworking of texts and that its witness list is unacceptable, R. Loscertales, Los fueros de Sobrarbe', Cuadernos de
Historia de Espafia, vi1 (1947), 34-66. Sancho the son of Garcia and Margaret was not particularly young when he
succeeded his father in 1150, so Margaret could have been married in the 1120s.

L —— = oy
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was later to claim nights in Tudela on the grounds that it was Margaret's property,>? but it may be
that Count Rotrou settled the city on his already married niece when he surrendered its control to

her husband.>1

The reasons for Rotrou's withdrawal from Spain are not apparent, though it may have been
family circumstances, such as the death of his eldest daughter and heir Philippa. Despite his
agreement concerning the succession of Philippa and her husband, Rotrou contracted a second
marriage to Hawise, daughter of Walter of Salisbury, the sheriff of Wiltshire where Rotrou's

English property lay. The date of this marriage is unknown, though the fact that Rotrou's eldest
son by this second wife did not come of age until the late 1140s at the earliest, suggests that he
cannot have been born much before 1135. Rotrou may not therefore have married Hawise until

he returned from Spain, perhaps on account of her youth.>?2 The marriage is a surprising one and
can hardly be described as an alliance. Rotrou's first wife had been the (admittedly illegitimate)

daughter of a king, but his second bride was hardly an heiress.>3

In the closing years of his life Rotrou was a major political figure. In 1137 he secured the ducal

castles of Moulins-la-Marche for himself and Bonsmoulins for his nephew Richer as the price of
their support for Stephen of Blois' succession.’* It seems not unreasonable to date the birth of

Rotrou and Hawise's third son, Stephen, to the aftermath of this incident, since he was given not a
name from either parent's family stock, but that of his father's new ally and patron. It is possible
too that Rotrou's interest in the Savignac abbey of La Trappe which lies in the heavily wooded

country between Mortagne and Laigle (Ome, ch. 1. du ct) dates from this period of
rapprochement with Stephen, whose interest in the order is well-known.>> Rotrou also
accompanied the young Louis VII on his journey to Bordeaux to claim Eleanor of Aquitaine as

0 Garcia and Margaret's daughter married the king of Castille and their son, Alphonso VIII of Castille in the
course of a submission of his grievances against the king of Navarre made in 1177 describes how he sought
medietatem Tutelae ex causa maternae successionis quam comes Dalperg donavit reginae Margaritae sobrinae

suae quae uxor fuit regis Garsiae, Gesta, i, 148.

2 Margaret is certainly accorded some importance in her husband's charters as king of Navarre, Col. Rioja, no. 112
(October 1136): Ego quoque Margarita Dei gratia regina simul cum domino meo rege hanc cartam et hoc
donatiuum laudo et confirmo. A similar form of words can be found in Coleccién Diplomdtica de Irache, vol. 1, ed.
J.M. Lacarra (Zaragoza, 1965), nos. 131, 134.

32 Hawise's name appears in Rotrou's act in favour of the priory of Belléme, AD Ome H2153 published as
CMPerche, no. 21. The act was drafted by the monks, leaving a space for the name of the countess, and it then
awaited confirmation by the count and attestation by his entourage on his next visit. Hawise's name was inserted
later and the date 1126 added, but it is not clear whether this date refers to the confirmation or an earlier verbal
acknowledgement of the deed.

>3 CP, vol. XI, 374-6 sub Salisbury; D.B. Crouch, William Marshal: court, career and chivalry in the Angevin
empire 1147-1219 (London, 1990), 12-16.

34 OV, vi, 484; Lemarignier, Recherches, 62-3.

35 A foundation narrative from the house, dating from 1385, preserves a tradition that Rotrou founded a church
there in 1122 in expiation of a vow concerning a shipwreck, LT, 578-9. It describes how Rotrou, on the point of
departure for Jerusalem in December 1144, established, with the consent of his wife Hawise and sons Rotrou and
Stephen, a house on the site of the church he had founded over twenty years earlier. He was later to present the
house with relics acquired on a second trip to Jerusalem. The account is clearly nddled with inaccuracies, such as
sending Rotrou to Jerusalem when he was six months dead, but it does preserve echoes of genuine events. There is
a memory of Rotrou's connection with the Holy Land and the names of family members are correct. The precision
of the date given, 5 December 1144, suggests that this may have been a significant point, possibly an important
donation or confirmation in the presence of Hawise, the young Rotrou and Stephen or the house's official act of

foundation made in memory of Rotrou.
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his bride.’® His prestige was further indicated when he convened a conference at Mortagne after
Stephen's capture at the battle of Lincoln in 1141 at which the succession to Normandy was

decided 1n favour of Geoffrey of Anjou.

Rotrou was killed in 1144 while fighting in Geoffrey's forces at the siege of Rouen. The city
capitulated on 19 January, but the citadel under the control of William of Warenne's troops,
continued to hold out until 23 April.3? Rotrou must have died some days after the surrender,
perhaps as a result of wounds sustained in the action, for his obituary was celebrated on 6 May at
Chartres and on 8 May at Mculan.”® He had been a great patron of the church, encouraging the
foundation of the abbeys of Tiron and La Trappe and making benefactions to Cluny, the

Templars and Marcigny.>?
Rotrou II
count of the Perche
married
1. Matilda 2. Hawise
daughter of Henry I daughter of
king of England Walter of Salisbury
Philippa Felicia Rotrou Il  Geoffrey Stephen
m. Helias of Anjou count of the archbishop
Perche of Palermo
Beatrix m. John of Alengon

Figure 2:3: The marriages of Rotrou II count of the Perche

By his first wife Rotrou was the father of two daughters, Philippa and Felicia, and he left three
sons, Rotrou, Geoffrey and Stephen and possibly a daughter, Beatrix by his second wife

Hawise.60 He also fathered at least three illegitimate sons.5?

56 Chronicle of Morigny, RHF, xii, 84.

57 Torigni, i, 234; Chronicon Rotomagensis, RHF, xii, 785.

S8 Obits, ii, 188, 239. Rotrou's nephew Roger, earl of Warwick was to remember his uncle in a benefaction to
ngewell abbey, BL ms. Cotton Cal. A, xiii, f. 85v. I am indebted to Prof. D.B. Crouch for this reference.

59 BL Cotton Vespasian ms. F xv, . 167v.; Cartulaire générale de l'ordre du Temple, 1119?2-1150, ed. M. d'Albon
gParis, 1913) no. DVI, Book of Fees (London, 1921-31), 738.

O Tiron, no. CXLIX was made in the presence of Rotrou's sister, Juliana and her nieces, Philippa and Felicia.
Nothing further is known of Felicia, but after the failure of the direct line of the Rotrou family in 1226 the lords of
La Ferté-Bernard were included in the settlement of the Perche, Romanet, Géographie, ii, no. 12. Since all the
other collateral heirs included in this settlement can be accounted for by reference to the Rotrou family tree, a blood
tie would seem to be the explanation. The necrology of Clairets contains an entry for other wise unknow Felicitas
of La Ferté-Bernard, Obits, ii, 282. It therefore seems reasonable to speculate that Rotrou's otherwise unaccounted
for daughter married the lord of La Ferté-Bernard and that her name then entered the name stock of the house to be
reused by a descendant. Marriages of daughters to men of lower social status were often omitted from famuly
genealogies, Barthélemy, Kinship', 120. For Rotrou's sons, Torigni, i, 234. Torigni mentions only Rotrou and
Geoflrey and the records of La Trappe mention only Rotrou and Stephen, so it is impossible to determine the exact
order of their birth, though Rotrou, Geoffrey, Stephen seems most likely on personal name grounds. AD Eure-et-

Loir G3485, f. 2v. for a daughter Beatrix.

61 Geoflrey, son of the count, Tiron, no. CXLIX. For Rotrou the clerk, AD Loiret, D668, Cartulaire de Saint-
Sulpice-sur-Risle, f. 9v. He can probably be identified with Rotrou, dean of Evreux, RCVD, fos. 1, 2v., 10. The
archdeacon Everard who acted on his brother, Count Rotrou IIT's, behalf in 1169, must also be Rotrou II's son, BL

Cotton Vespasian ms. F xv, f. 159v: Eb'r archidiaconus qui tunc temporis locum Rotrodi comitis Pertici fratris eius
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Rotrou III 6/8 May 1144 - July 1191

Despite the survival of over forty of his acts and nearly fifty years in power Count Rotrou III is
in many ways the least known of all the counts of the Perche. He succeeded as a child and his

inheritance was administered for some years by his mother's second husband, Robert Capet, the
younger brother of Louis VII, who is even described in a charter of 1145 as count of the
Perche.2 Details of Rotrou's carecer between 1150 and 1180 are sparse. The date of his
marriage to Matilda, the daughter of Theobald IV, count of Blois and Champagne, for example,
1s unknown, although it probably predated the death of Theobald in January 1152.63 In 1158, at
the instigation of his brother-in-law, Theobald V of Blois, Rotrou was persuaded to exchange
custody of the castles at Moulins and Bonsmoulins for that of Belléme and in 1173 Rotrou joined
a famly party consisting of, among others, his brother-in-law, Count Theobald and nephew-in-

law, John of Alengon, in an attack on Sécs.64

While there is little information about Count Rotrou during the middle years of the twelfth
century his younger brother Stephen presented a remarkably high profile, if only for a short time.
In 1166, when apparently on the way to the Holy Land, he was summoned to Sicily by the Queen
regent, his cousin, Margaret of Navarre. There he was elevated to the archbishopric of Palermo,

but his attempts to rule the turbulent baronage of Sicily met with little success, and he was
expelled, dying in the Holy Land in 1167.9° The count's other brother, Geoffrey, took control of

the English lands during the 1170s when he was active in the Plantagenet court.¢ By 1180/1
however he too was dead, for 58s. 4d. is accounted by the sheriff for his property of Aldbourne in

Wiltshire and in 1182 or 1183 Rotrou was granted control of his property.57

Count Rotrou was an active patron of the church, despite the apparently negative evidence of a
papal letter urging the dean and chapter of Chartres to resist incursions by Rotrou and other

tenebat. It is possible that Giles, bishop of Evreux was also a son of Rotrou. He was described by Archbishop
Rotrou of Rouen as a cognatus, AD Seine-Maritime G1135/17 cited in M. Pacaut, Louis VII et les éléctions

ggiscopales dans le royaume de France (Paris, 1957), 123, n.2.
CMPerche, no. 28/29bis.

63 Torigni, i, 315, 329.

64 Torigny, 1, 315. Rotrou must have persuaded his cousin to part with Bonsmoulins. Diceto, i, 379.

65 Bry, Perche, 201-4; F. Chalandon, Histoire de la Domination Normande en Italie et en Sicilie (Paris, 1907), ii,

320-40.
60 Actes Henri 11, ii, 53, 66, 83, 84, 176, 210, 258, 453; Cartae antiquae rolls 1-10, ed. L. Landon (PRS NS, 17,

London, 1939) no. 221; Cartae antiquae rolls 11-20, ed. J. Conway Davies (PRS NS, 33, London, 1960), nos. 359,
4635, 577, Sir Christopher Hatton's Book of Seals, ed. L.C. Loyd and D.M. Stenton, (Oxford, 1950), no. 43; The
cartulary of Worcester Cathedral Priory (register 1), ed. R.R. Darlington (PRS NS, 38, London, 1968), no. 249,
Reading abbey cartularies, i, General documents and those related to English counties other than Berks., ed. B.R.
Kemp (Camden Society, 4th series, 31, London, 1986), 237. Geofirey appears once in his brother's acts, Clairets,

no. I (before 1181).
67 pr 27 Henry II 1180/1, 97. censu statuto de Aldeburn’ post mortem Galfridi de Pertica, PR 29 Henry Il 1182/3,

128: de firma Aldiburna et de Wamberga terra Galfridi de Pertico antequam comes frater ejus habuisset.
Geoflrey's debts continued to be recorded in the pipe rolls well into the reign of John among the pledges to Aaron of

Lincoln.
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members of the local nobility on church property.6®¢ In 1170 he founded a Carthusian house at
Val Dieu 1n the forest of Réno,5 and he seems to have been the most likely candidate as founder
of the Grandmontine priory of Chéne Galon, near Belléme.?? He was also generous with his
family's English property, which he used to make a grant to the Augustinian house at Bradenstoke
in Wiltshire, founded by his grandparents, Walter and Sibyl of Salisbury, and to endow the

hospital at Nogent-le-Rotrou.”!

It 1s only in the later stages of his career that Rotrou can be found beyond the confines of the
Perche. In 1177/8 he was in England as a guest of the king of England and in 1183 he was in

Poitou where he and the bishop of Agen carried out negotiations between King Henry and his
eldest son.”2 In 1181 he was in Chartres and he makes another appearance as an envoy in

England 1n 1189, when he discussed arrangements for the forthcoming crusade.’3 Like most of
his contemporaries Rotrou was himself pledged to join the crusade. His wife, Matilda of Blois,

had died in 1184 and he had taken the cross at the great meeting between the kings, Philip and
Henry, in 1188.74 Many of his surviving acts date from this period in which he appears to have
been putting his affairs in order prior to departure.”> His contemporary Ambroise remarked on

his commitment (in M.J. Hubert's translation):

The count of Perche too, who deprived
Himself of everything, arrived.”¢

Rotrou, accompanied by his son Geoffrey, made his way to the Holy Land, acting as a guarantor
of the agreement made by Kings Richard and Philip at Messina.”” He was present when the two
armies of Richard and Philip met up on 9 June 1191 and was among the heavy crusader

68 NDC, no. XCIX: auctoritate vobis apostolica indulgemus ut quicumque parrochianorum vestrorum sive scilicet
R comes Perticensis sive R Drocensis sive Vindocinensis sive Ebroicensis aut de Monteforti vel barones aut alii
gm‘libet qui ecclesias aut homines vestros dampnis vel injuriis afferint vel affecerunt (8 November 1182).

9 AD Orne H2621.
Oru Cottineau, Répertoire topo-bibliographique des abbayes et prieurés (Macon, 1936-7) says that Chéne
Galon was founded 'un comte du Perche’. The Grandmontine order specifically forbad the keeping of records, but
Rotrou IIT's son confirmed the site of the house and surrounding woodland in terms which imply it was founded by
Rotrou, Duchesne 54, p. 461 |
71 BL, ms. Cotton Vitellius A xi, Cartulary of Bradenstoke f. 105v.; G. Bry de la Clergerie, Additions aux
recherches d'Alengon et du Perche (Paris, Pierre Le Mur, 1621), 75.
72 PR 24 Henry II 1177/8, 121; Geoffrey of Vigeois, RHF, xvii, 217.
73 SJV, no. 107, Wendover, i, 170; Gesta, ii, 92-3; Howden, iii, p. 19-20.
74 Bry, Perche, additions, 75 gives Rotrou's act of 1190 in which he states that Matilda had died six years before;
Obits, ii, 30, 384; Rigord, i, 83.
75 LT, 587-90 (Mauves 1189); GC, xi, col. 823 for St Evroul (22 July 1189), CMPerche, no. 34 (June 1190); NDC,
1, p- 221 (19 June 1190);, CSJ, C/108 (1190). The act of foundation for Rotrou's Carthusian house at Val Dieu may
well have been rewritten in 1189. Surviving copies have caused some difficulty to scholars because they are dated
1170 but are given in the names of Rotrou, his wife Matilda, his son Geoffrey and daughter-in-law, Matilda of
Saxony, AD Ome H2621 for single transcripts, H2622 for a register copy, but the best text is RCVD, fos. 1-2.
Rotrou’s daughter-in-law was not born until 1172 and married Geoffrey in July 1189, K. Jordan, Henry the Lion
(Oxford, 1986), 183; Gesta, i1, 73. Such a redrafting would have given the scribe the opportunity to add the
;ounger Matilda's name to an act whose extensive witness list is otherwise reliable.

6 Ambroise, Crusade of Richard the Lionheart, ed. M.J. Hubert and J. La Monte. (New York, 1941), 192, 1.

454344,
77 Diplomatic Documents preserved in the Public Record Office, i, 1101-1272, ed. P. Chaplais (London, 1964), no.

5. Rotrou is described simply as the count of Perche.
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casualties at the siege of Acre and his final benefaction made to the Templars may have been a
eve of battle or deathbed donation.”® His obituary was celebrated at Nogent-le-Rotrou on 27
July.” He left five sons named after various members of his own and his wife's families.
Geoffrey, who succeeded him, Stephen8? and Rotrou! were given names from the previous
generation of the Rotrou family, while Theobald$? and William83 were the names of the

countess's father and brother. A daughter, Oravia, became a nun at Belhomert. 84

Geoffrey IIT1 July 1191 - April 1202

When Geoffrey succeeded his father as count of Perche in July 1191 he was in the Holy Land,
but it is possible to know something of his career before that time. He had for example been
associated with a number of his father's acts and had witnessed in 1182 an act of his uncle
Theobald of Blois and in 1189 a benefaction to Belhomert, made by Erembourg of Friaize.$5
Geoffrey's first appearance in the chronicle sources occurs with his marriage in July 1189 to
Richenza-Matilda, daughter of Henry the Lion, duke of Saxony and his wife, Matilda, daughter
of King Henry II of England, whose maritagium considerably enhanced the English lands of her

husband's family, bringing substantial property in Suffolk, Essex and Kent.86

Geoffrey, count of Perche is specifically mentioned among a deputation of nobles who
remonstrated with Richard about the behaviour of the Anglo-Norman forces at Messina on 4
October 1190 and he remained with Richard, keeping Christmas with him at Messina and
witnessing his marriage settlement in Nicosia in May 1191.87 Although his father Rotrou was
killed shortly after he arrived at the siege of Acre, Geoffrey remained in the Holy Land for more
than a year afterwards. On 12 June 1192 he took part in an engagement outside Jerusalem,

78 Ytinerarium Peregrinorum et Gesta regis Ricardi, in Chronicles and Memorials Richard 1, i, ed. W, Stubbs (RS
38, London, 1864), 213. Howden, ii, 88 for his death. Duchesne 20, f. 230 for the Templar bequest.

79 Obits, i, 396.

80 Stephen was bom before 1173. Before the death of his brother in 1202 he made a career for himself in the
service of the kings of England, Rot. Scacc. Norm., i, 137, ii, 386, 396. His contribution to the fourth crusade, after
he took command of the Percheron contingent in 1202, is summarised in J. Longnon, Les compagnons de

Villehardouin: recherches sur les croisés du quatriéme croisade (Geneva, 1978), 105.
81 Alberic of Trois-Fontaines, MGH S8, xxiii, 866. He was treasurer of St Martin's of Tours before his election,

AN 52238 no. 15. This was something of a career post, J. Boussard, 'Le trésorier de Saint-Martin de Tours', Revue
dHistoire de I'Eglise de France, xIvii (1961), 67-88. In 1190 Rotrou was elected bishop of Chalons-sur-Mamne, but
not consecrated until 1196, RHF, xix, 299. Rotrou was a member of the tribunal which pronounced Philip's
marriage to Ingeborg of Denmark invalid, Howden, iii, 307.

82 Theobald is listed among Geoflrey IIT's brothers, NDC, no. CXXXIV and probably became dean of Tours. GC,
xi, col. 692, an act by Count Geoffrey's widow is witnessed by Theobald dean of Tours and William provost of
Chartres, an office known to have been held by Geoffrey's youngest brother, William.

83 NDC, no. CXXXIV; GC, xi, col. 692.

84 For Oravia see her brother's act, BN ms. franc. 24133, p. 303. Romanet, Géographie, 60 attributes another
daughter, Beatrix, to Rotrou in order to assimilate James of Chiteau-Gontier, a thirteenth century descendant of the
counts of the Perche, to the family line, but I have been unable to find any evidence for her existence.

83 BN mss. franc., 20691, f. 560v., 24133, p. 307.

86 Howden, 111, 3. Matilda's given name had been Richenza, Amold of Ltibeck, Chronicle of the Slavs, M/GH SS,
xxi (1869), 116, but this appears to have been dropped when she came to Normandy with her parents in 1182,
Jordan, Henry the Lion, 183. It has been reinstated here to distinguish her from the three other women who were
called Matilda, countess of Perche. CRR, xiii, no. 684 for the maritagium.

87 Gesta, 11 128; Howden, iii, 57. Gesta, ii, 150; Howden, iii, 93 for Christmas.
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saving the Christian forces from defeat with a late rally led by himself and the bishop of
Salisbury, Hubert Walter, but the author of the Ifinerarium is rather sparing with praise,
suggesting that Geoffrey had hitherto been rather dilatory.®® By the end of 1192 Geoffrey was
safely back in Nogent-le-Rotrou, where he confirmed, rather than augmented, the benefactions of

his ancestors in return for £200 in Angevin money.$?

Chronicle references to Geoffrey as count of Perche are few, but a great deal of information can
be obtained from a remarkably large corpus of surviving acfa and from the records of the French

and English crowns.?® Geoffrey's acts indicate, for example that a son, Geoffrey, had been born
in the years before 1196, but he must have died young since other acts refer to Thomas as
Geoffrey and Richenza-Matilda's son and heir.®! English records suggest that Geoffrey enjoyed a
cordial relationship with his wife's uncles, the Plantagenet kings, Richard and John, and he

secured further extensions to the family's English property as well as the area around Moulins
and Bonsmoulins.?2 He was an active patron of the church, founding a college of canons at

Nogent-le-Rotrou and an Augustinian priory on his English lands at Sandleford in Wiltshire. He
had apparently planned to make a further foundation, but was prevented by his sudden death, and
his widow Richenza-Matilda carried out his wishes by founding the nunnery at Les Clairets.??

Count Geoffrey again took the cross in preparation for what was to become the fourth crusade,
but he was taken ill in Lent of 1202 and in March of that year he made a series of deathbed

dispositions.?4 Geoffrey died during the Easter festival of 1202, but 1t is impossible to give a
precise date as the evidence of necrologies is inconsistent.”> 'A truly good and valiant
knight...deeply mourned by all the people on his lands', Count Geoffrey III left as his heir his

second, but only surviving son, Thomas.?$

Thomas 1202-1217

When Count Thomas succeeded his father he was probably less than ten years old. His mother
the countess Richenza-Matilda therefore assumed control of his inheritance. She had made a

second marriage to the ambitious Enguerrand de Coucy by 1203, but, despite using the title count
of Perche, Enguerrand seems to have played little part in the running of the Perche. Thomas

88 Itinerarium, 372: qui tamen se timide habuit.
89 NLR, CX: cum fuissem redditus de transmarinis partibus, valde magnis debitis graviter oneratus.
90 For chronicle references, Howden, iii, 218; Matthew Paris, Historia Minor, ed. F. Madden (RS 44, London,

1866-9), 1i, 51; Howden, iv, 54, William the Breton, Gesta, in Oeuvres de Rigord et de Guillaume le Breton, ed.
H.F. Delaborde (Paris, 1882-5), 1, 211; Alberic of Trois-Fontaines, MGH SS§, xxxii1, 877.

21 cMD, no. CCII for Geoffrey, Duchesne 54, p. 450, RCVD, f. 9: ut deus et dominus noster tam ipsos quam
Silium suum charissimum Thomam sub alis suae misericordiae custodiat.

92 AD Ome H721.
93 AD Eure-et-Loir G3485, {. 13v.; Monasticon, vi, 565, Clairets, no. 1V,

94 villehardouin, La conquéte de Constantinople, RHF, xviii, 438-9.
95 Clairets - 27 March, Chartres Cathedral and the College of Saint-Jean, Nogent-le-Rotrou « § Apnl, Grand

Beaulieu - 7 April, Obits, ii, 281, 55, 391, 405; Saint-Evroul - 6 April, RHF, xxiii, 486.
96 villehardouin, 439.
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probably attained his majority in 1208 for in that year he first accounts for his English taxes, and
then on 13 January 1210 the Countess Richenza-Matilda herself died and the English property of

the family was repossessed by King John.97

Thomas makes few appearances in chronicles covering the early years of the twelfth century, but
more than twenty of his acts survive. He married Helisende, the daughter of Hugh of Rethel, but
the date of the marriage is unknown.?® Roger of Wendover says that Thomas fought in the
Bouvines campaign, although there is no reference to it in his acts.®® In the autumn of 1216
Thomas joined the French campaign led by Prince Louis in England and came to prominence in
the spring of 1217 when he and the earl of Winchester were sent to relieve the castle of
Montsorrel.190 Afier raising the siege Thomas made his way to Lincoln where the castle was still
holding out for the young king, Henry III. In the battle which followed outside the castle at
Lincoln Thomas was killed on 20 May 1217, as the result of a blow through the eye. He was
hurriedly buried with two of his companions in the orchard of a hospital outside the walls of
Lincoln.101 Shortly after his death his second cousin, Theobald VI of Blois, set up a window in
the newly rebuilt choir of Chartres cathedral in his memory.192 His widow Helisende retained her
title of countess of Perche even after her remarriage to Garnier of Trainel, but there were no
children from her marriage to Thomas.193 His successor was his father's youngest and only

remaining brother, William bishop of Chalons-sur-Marne.

William 1217-1226

William of Perche, like his brothers Rotrou, bishop of Chalons-sur-Marne (1190-1201) and the
virtually unnoticed Theobald, was destined for the church.14 He spent his early life first as
provost, then chancellor of the cathedral at Chartres, where his cousin, Reginald of Bar, was the

bishop.19° It may have been his practical experience in administering the property of the

97 PR 10 John I 208, 5, 29; Compotus Fulconis de Kantelu de terris comitisse de Pertico, PR 12 John 1210, 204,
the day of her death is given in Obits, ii, 281.

98 1 have found no chronicle references to the marriage of Helisende and Thomas, but she refers to him as her
husband in an act given in August 1218, Trésor de Chartes du Comté du Rethel, ed.G. Saige and H. Lacaile

onaco, 1902), no. XXXIX: dominum meum Thomam comitem Perthicensem.

9 Wendover, i1, 109.
100 gpnales Monastici, ed. HLR. Luard (RS 36, London, 1864-9), iii, 49.
101 Matthew Paris, Historia Minor, ii, 213. Thomas was probably buried in the grounds of the Malandry, which
had been founded by Bishop Remigius of Lincoln, though it is possible the burial took place in the grounds of the
hospital of the Holy Sepulchre, J.W.F. Hill, Medieval Lincoln (Cambridge, 1948), 343, 345.
102y, Delaporte and E. Houvet, Les vitraux de la cathédrale de Chartres: histoire et description (Chartres, 1926),
230. I am grateful to Dr. Lindy Grant for her help with this reference.
103 Rethel, no. LVIL, LT, 450, 451.
104 For his attestation of family acts, NDC, no. CXXX1V, Tiron, no. CCCLXXVII, p. 164; Canterbury D & C
Carta Antiquae R62; Monasticon, vi, 565. Unlike his brothers, Geoffrey, Rotrou and Stephen, he did not attest his
father's act made in favour of Saint-Denis, perhaps implying that he was very young in 1190, AN S2238, no. 15.
105 GC, ix, 885 gives William some exotic offices, including archdeacon of Brussels and these have been accepted
by Baldwin in his appendix on the incumbents of regalian sees, Baldwin, Government, 440, but there can be little
to gainsay the necrology of Chartres: Guillemus Catalaunensis episcopus et comes pariter Perticensis a primis
annis usque ad pontificatum suum in hac ecclesia prius in honore prepositi, deinde in officio cancellarii
laudabiliter conversatus, Obits, 1i, 40.
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cathedral at Chartres which led his nephew Thomas to consult him in May 1216 over a contract
concerning the meadow mill at Nogent.196 In 1215 he was elected bishop of the regalian see of
Chalons-sur-Mame in Champagne and on 11 April 1217 he was going about his normal business
as bishop, jointly confirming with the archbishop of Reims the foundation of the priory of
Spineuseval, but on 20 May his nephew was killed at Lincoln and by June William was doing

homage to the king for the county of Perche.107

For the rest of his life William was to be an important figure at the courts of Kings Philip and
Louis VIII. In August 1218 he stood surety for his cousin, Isabelle of Amboise when she
inherited the county of Chartres and was to do so again for Guy of Saint Pol in May 1221.198 He
was involved in the settlement of the long drawn out dispute over succession to the county of
Champagne and in the year 1219 he patched up a quarrel between the duchess of Burgundy and
the bishop of Chalon-sur-Saone.!%? He may well have been something of a diplomat for he was
sent on a mission to the emperor Henry in 1219 and again in 1224 he was sent by King Louis to

negotiate with the papal envoys at Viterbo.110

In July 1223 William was among the large number of French bishops who conducted the funeral

of Philip Augustus at Saint-Denis and it may be that the event raised the possibility of his own
death in William's mind.!1! He founded a new cancellaria in the church of Toussaints at

Mortagne and in 1225 arranged that the monks of La Trappe should remit the proceeds of a mill
on the River Sarthe to the cancellarius so that daily masses for his soul could be said. Learning
perhaps from the experience of his brother, Geoffrey, whose final illness had clearly come as a
surprise, William began a new foundation in September 1225, establishing an abbey in the order

of Tiron at Arcisses, just outside Nogent-le-Rotrou.112

William's position at the court of Philip Augustus was unique, for he was both an important noble
and a great prelate. A pen portrait of William from the Philippidos of William the Breton

indicates that he was nonetheless well thought of:

Nec Guillelme tibi Catalauni presul avaro
Copia precipuos cornu diffudit honores;

Qui Thome lugenda tui post fata nepotis
Invida quem rapuit primevo in flore tibi mors,
Angligenum fines aggressum cum Ludovico
Dignus es inventus et episcopus et comes esse
Sufficienter onus dispensaturus utrumque
Subsit ut heredi justo tibi Perticus axis;

106 Clairets, no. IX. For William at work as provost, BN ms franc. 24133, p.303.
107 ¢, x, chartes col. 177, Catalogue des actes de Philippe Auguste, ed. L. Delisle (Paris, 1856), no. 1748.

108 7 4yettes, i, nos. 309, 1448.

109 cp4, no. 1348; Layettes, i, no. 1484; GC, ix, col. 885.
110 G, ix, col. 88S; Dip. doc. 1101-1272, no. 153,

111 william the Breton, Gesta, 324.

112 11 136; Tiron, no. CCCLVIIL
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Ut cui nobilitas gemina est a sanguine regum
Nobilitatis apex gemino splendescat honore 113

When he died on 13 February 1226 he left his property in good order according to the anonymous
chronicler of Tours, but there was no direct heir to the county of the Perche, a fact commented

upon by contemporaries, but scarcely unforeseen.114

Excasura Pertici

Several individuals were potential successors to William as count of the Perche. To modern eyes
much the best claim was presented by Ela of Almencches and her nephews, Aimen of

Chitellerault and Robert Malet, descendants of Rotrou III's elder sister, Philippa.!1> An act of
the count-bishop himself dated 1224, however, implies that he favoured the claims of his distant

cousins, the Navarrese princesses Blanche, countess of Champagne and Berengaria, the widow of
Richard the Lionheart, who were descendants of Juliana the sister of Rotrou I1.11¢ Even more
tenuous were the claims of the descendants of the sons of Rotrou I, whose families were

represented in 1226 by Geoffrey vicecomes of Chateaudun, his sister, Alice of Fréteval and their
distant cousin, Rotrou of Montfort-le-Rotrou.117 In addition there were candidates the nature of

whose claims cannot be verified by modem scholarship, including Hugh of La Ferté-Bernard,!18

Ralph of Beaumont!!? and James of Chateau-Gontier.20

When William died in February 1226 preparations were already well-advanced for the new
crusade against the Albigensians and it may be that King Louis VIII was unwilling to arbitrate on
the complexity of these claims.!2! Alberic of Trois Fontaines suggests that the king took the

113 william the Breton, Philippidos, 11. 706-715, in Oeuvres de Rigord et de Guillaume le Breton, ed. HF.

Delaborde (Paris, 1882-5), ii, 375.
114 RHF, xviii, 312 for the chronicler of Tours: rebus bene dispositis. Alberic of Trois Fontaines, MGH SS, xxiii,

918: cum itaque tanta difficultas extiterit mortuo episcopo Wuilelmo in ecclesiastica dignitate, maior etiam
difficultas extitit de eius successione in comitatu Pertici.

115 Layettes, ii, no. 1774, a statement by Aimeri in April 1226, is one of a series of such documents dating from the
earliest negotiations concerning the Perche inheritance, but his place is often taken by his aunt, Ela of Almenéches,
the sister of the late count of Alencon, Romanet, Géographie, ii, nos. 13, 14. Robert Malet makes his first
appearance in an act of partition dating from 1231, Romanet, Géographie, 11, no. 23. For the family relationship,
Perseigne, 54 n.

116 Romanet, Géographie, 11, no. 7.

117 Layettes, i, nos. 1771-3.

118 Romanet, Géographie, i, 62 was able to uncover no link between Hugh and the Rotrous, though it is possible
that he was descended from Rotrou II's younger daughter Felicia.

119 Romanet, Géographie, i, 61 asserts that Ralph and his brother William bishop of Angers were the sons of Lucy
of Laigle the daughter of Juliana of Perche, but this is chronologically difficult, since Lucy's alleged mother was
married around 1092 and therefore Lucy was unlikely to be born later than 1120. Her sons would therefore have to

be born before 1165 and so be well into their sixties in 1226.

120 Romanet, Géographie, i, 60 describes James as the great-nephew of the count-bishop William, whose sister
Beatrix was the wife of Reginald of Chiteau-Gontier. I have been unable to verify this with contemporary
evidence, although a (probably) seventeenth century interpolation in the necrology of the College of Saint-Jean at
Nogent-le-Rotrou mentions a Beatrix, fille de Rotrou premier du nom, AD Eure-et-Loir G3485, {. 2v.

121'1 ouis had called a great council in January 1226, Chronicle of Saint-Martin of Tours, RHF, xvii, 311-2. An
impression of unfinished business is created by a series of promises dating from April 1226 in which a number of
the claimants promise that they will hold whatever falls to obveniet or comes to perveniet them from the excasura,
Layettes, ii, nos.1771-4. The guardians of James of Chiteau-Gontier, who was still a minor in the 1220s, also
undertook that he would honour compositionem illam, when he came of age and financial guarantees were given,

Romanet, Géographie, i1, nos. 13-15.
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greater part of the county into his own hand, an action which de Romanet suggests he justified on
the grounds that Queen Blanche herself was descended from the counts of the Perche.l22 The
unexpected death of Louis VIII in November 1226 and the period of uncertainty which followed
as the Queen-Mother struggled to retain control of the young Louis IX postponed still further the
settlement of the Perche. Belléme and La Perriére were detached from the rest of the county and
given to Peter Mauclerc, the duke of Brittany,123 but Peter remained at odds with the queen and

Rotrou I Geoflrey 11 Rotrou II Rotrou II1 Geoffrey II] —~———- Thomas
count of ct. of Mortagne ct. of Perche ct. of Perche ct. of Perche ct. of
Mortagne ¢.1080-c.1100 | Perche
d.c.1080 l

' William

| bp. of Chélons

' ct. of Perche

}

_______ = = ?Beatrix —————James of
Chiteau-Gontier

Philippa Ela of
Alemenéches
Aimen of
Chatellerault
: Robert Malet

Juliana Blanche
countess of
Navarre
Berengaria
Queen of

i Eng]and
|
2 _Ralphof
*  Beaumont
Hugh of Geoffrey
Chateaudun
Alice
Rotrou of Rotrou of
Montfort Montfort

Figure 2:4 Claimants to the excasura Pertict

after he failed to answer a summons to the royal court in December 1228, he was besieged at
Belléme by royal forces in a military engagement which was to make a profound impact on the
Perche.124 Peter then went on to enlist the support of Henry III of England and it was not until
the truce with the English king and Peter's voluntary exile in 1230 that the royal party was able to

repossess Belléme. 123

122 Alberic of Trois Fontaines, MGH S8, xxiii, 918: Rex tamen majorem partem super caeteros habuit. Romanet,
Géographie, 1, 63-6.

123 AN 3241, no. 4, cited in Romanet, Géographie, ii, no. 16. It is unclear whether Peter received this property
from Louis VIII or whether it was conceded later. He was in possession by May 1227 when his seneschal, Matthew
of Coimes notified a sale of property to the priory of Sainte-Gauburge, AN LL1158, p. 416.

124 por complaints about the devastation caused by the siege, Querimoniae, nos. 111-240 passim. S. Painter places
the siege in 1230, The scourge of the clergy: Peter of Dreux, duke of Brittany (Baltimore, Md, 1937), appendix L
125 On Peter, see J. Richard, Saint Louis (Paris, 1983), 69-70.
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When an agreement was finally reached in June 1230 it covered only the comital property which
was divided into two halves.12¢ James of Chiteau-Gontier had been judged to have the strongest
claim to the inheritance, and was given one half for himself, but he was not given the title of
count of the Perche, while the other half was to be shared among the other heirs. In the 1230s

those heirs can be found at work administering their new property, although some of them had
dropped out of the long-running excasura.!?’” By 1247, when Louis IX took pleas from the

county of Perche concerning grievances against the crown, James of Chatcau-Gontier was still

agitating, alleging that, although he had been judged the closest heir to the Perche, the king was
still withholding the Corbonnais and Belléme.!?8 His demands included the castles of Belléme,

La Perricre, Mortagne, Mauves and Maison Maugis. It took him over ten years to secure a
settlement, for the king continued to enjoy the revenues of Belléme and La Perrigre, while Mauves
and Mortagne, which had been the dower of Countess Helisende, the widow of Count Thomas,
were assigned to the king's wife, Queen Margaret, after Helisende's death.12? In 1257 James
finally acquired Maison Maugis and an annual pension of £300 tournois in return for the

surrender of his claims to the other castellanies. 130

The comital title was not bestowed on any descendant of the Rotrou family, but seems to have
gone into abbeyance until 1269, when Mortagne, Mauves, Belléme and La Perridre were used to
form the apanage of Peter of Alengon, a younger son of Louis IX.1°! The county of Perche had

been effectively dismembered and while retaining some sense of identity as the seat of a coutume,

it would never again be an independent unit.

126 The agreement was probably first considered early in 1227, Layettes, 11, no. 1931, but not notified by Matthew
of Montmorency, constable of France and father-in-law of James of Chéteau-Gontier until June 1230, Layettes, 1,

no, 2064.
127 Alice of Fréteval and her husband were early casualties in 1227, Romanet, Géographie, 1i, nos. 17-18, and in

1231 her brother Geoffrey of Chiteaudun sold his rights to James of Chateau-Gontier, Romanet, Géographie, 11, no.
25. Theobald of Champagne specifically retained his rights in the Perche when he sold much of the rest of his
property to Louis IX in 1234, Layettes, ii, no. 2310 and he used it to dower his daughter Blanche in her marriage
with the duke of Brittany, Romanet, Géographie, ii, no. 35. In the later thirteenth century the the duke of Brittany's
bailiff in the Perche was administering former comital property as a result of that marmage, PRO DL 25/3387 and
DL 25/3394.

128 Querimoniae, no. 121: adjudicatum quod ipse erat propinquior heres Guilelemi comitis Pertici.

129 Romanet,Géographie, ii, nos. 34,37, 38; Layettes, iii, p. 535, n.1.

130 1 gyerttes, iii, no. 4354.

131 Romanet, Géographie, 11, no. 41.



Part II - Foundations of Power



Chapter 3
Revenues and rights:
the Perche under the house of Rotrou

The wealth of the Rotrou family, like that of all the medieval nobility, was primarily based on
their domination of the communities who worked the land and upon direct control of a
considerable amount of land, their demesne. In addition they received revenues accruing from
their position as counts of the Perche, which included the yields of various indirect taxes such as
customs and the profits derived from administering justice. In the period between the turn of the
twelfth century and the extinction of the Rotrou dynasty (1100-1226) the profits derived from
these resources probably increased considerably, for the economy of the Perche appears to have
flourished despite a number of military campaigns in the region.! Quantities of grain were
produced in an area which is scarcely noted for its arable products today and there 1s much
evidence of livestock rearing, including horses, the commodity for which the area is now famous.?
A lively market handled these agrarian products and the growth of a cash economy is suggested

by the number of currencies which were acceptable within the Perche.

The Rotrou Patrimony

The demesne lands under the direct control of the Rotrou family were the very basis of their
power for they provided the resources which permitted the family to exercise lordship over other
lineages and to secure the title of count. Ownership of demesne land entitled its lord to a variety
of benefits above and beyond the enjoyment of its agricultural products and the family's failure
throughout the twelfth century to give away more than the odd mansura of that land indicates
that its members were only too well aware of the importance of these resources.> The woodlands

of demesne property provided fuel, its meadows and pastures yielded cash rents and its
inhabitants rendered labour services as well as lucrative fines for minor misdemeanours in the

lord's court.

The records of the Rotrous' religious benefactions indicate that the core of their family property
lay in the south of the county in and around Nogent-le-Rotrou and there 1s evidence that the
family made every effort to exploit it with efficiency. During the course of the twelfth century

1 Major campaigns took place in 1150, 1168 and the early 1190s. The latter campaign is not specifically mentioned
in chronicle sources, but Count Geoffrey IIT undertook in 1195 to rebuild the hospital of Maison-Dieu at Mortagne,
which had been destroyed in fighting in the area, Bart, Antiquitéz, 156fT, and the Norman pipe rolls also give

indications of fighting on the Norman borders, Rot. Scace. Norm., 1, 237, 244.
2 LT, 141-2. Cf. Davis' contention that monasteries were convenient stud farms, R.H.C, Davis, 'The warhorses of

the Normans', in ANS, x (1987), 77.

3 Reluctance to alienate land was not unusual in twelfth century France, G. Duby, Rural economy and country life
in the medieval west (London, 1968), 198, but grants of land by the counts were remarkably scarce. For rare
examples, Bry, Additions, 75 (three mansure), Piéces détachées pour servir a l'histoire du diocése de Chartres, ed.
C. Métais (Chartres, 1899-1904, 1i, 419 (Duas mansuras..quamdam terram), Obits, 11, 391 (masuras de Mouloyn,

du Marchees et de Campo Memorie).
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various developments were undertaken. Vineyards were established around the town of Nogent,
for example and new mills were built, while in the wooded hills to the south and east of the town
medietaria or share cropping holdings were in operation. The counts also possessed demesne at
other sites in the county, including Mortagne, Longpont, Mauves, Maisonmaugis, Belléme, Le
Theil, La Perniére, Montisambert, Nogent, Rivray, Montlandon, La Ferriére, Nonvilliers and
Montigny.# These propertics were to remain with the comital family throughout its existence and
form the bulk of the comital property divided among the collateral heirs in the excasura Pertici of

1230.3

At the end of the twelfth century two important extensions were made to these demesne resources
by Count Geoffrey III (1191-1202), who acquired new interests at Moulins-la-Marche (Ome, ch.
l. du ct.) and Marchainville (Ome, ct. Longny). Moulins, its castle and surrounding area,
together with its neighbour Bonsmoulins (Ome, ct. Moulins-la-Marche) were granted to Geoffrey
by the king of England in his capacity as duke of Normandy and were therefore perhaps rather
less secure than Geoffrey's other acquisitions at Marchainville.5 There the count had obtained the
settlement and its associated woodland by exchange with the monks of Saint-Evroul to whom he

gave various rights at Maison Maugis.”

In the process of development which followed it is possible to se¢ the care with which the family
managed their demesne, for the count proceeded to to issue a charter to its inhabitants to
encourage settlement there.® The men of Marchainville were to be free of all comital dues and to
have rights to fuel, timber and pasture within the comital woodlands in return for an annual
payment of 12d. Geoffrey's attempt to encourage scttlement, which was similar to that

undertaken by his cousins the counts of Champagne, must have been successful for he was later
able to endow his own anniversarium using the resources of Marchainville and his widow made

further benefactions on his behalf from the same source.” His son, Count Thomas (1202-1217)
continued to take an interest in the area, confirming his father's arrangement with Saint-Evroul

and his charter to the inhabitants.1? At some point before 1212 a fortification (forteritia) was
built, which was probably Thomas' residence when he gave an act at Marchainville in 1217.11

4 Duchesne 54, p. 460.

3 Layettes, ii, no. 2064.

6 On Geoflrey's acquisition of Moulins, see chapter 7. For his activities in the area, AD Ome H721.

7 AD Ome H702 printed as Romanet, Géographie, i, 205-7.

8 Geoffrey's own act was destroyed in a fire, but it is referred to 1n a replacement act granted by his brother,
William, BN Collection Dupuy, vol. 222, 127-8.

9 For the counts of Champagne, T. Evergates, Feudal society in the baillage of Troyes under the counts of
Champagne, 1152-1284 (Baltimore, Md., 1975), 41-59. AD Eure-et-Loir H3907, Registre de Saint-Vincent-aux-
Bois, p.42. NDC, no. CLIX: concedo et assigno in redditibus de Marchesvilla ab eodem marito meo et a me
communiter acquisitis, annuatim in festo Purificationis beate Marie percipiendos...

10 AD Ome H702, BN Collection Dupuy, vol. 222, 127-8.
11 AN J399, no.16 printed as Layettes, i, 379 with note that this piece is no longer in the archives, although Delisle

appears to have seen it. CAPerche, no. 44 was enacted at Marchainville.
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The precise nature and extent of the demesne resources at each of these places cannot be
determined with any precision, although we do know that the count-bishop William anticipated an
annual return of about £100 from Montigny-le-Chartif, which he left to his cousin in 1221.12 A
comital residence is associated with several of the sites and it therefore seems likely that the core
of the property, before Count Geoffrey's additions, represents the location of substantial bodies of
landed property from which the Rotrous derived their material support.13 (Map 3:1 Comital
demesne and prepositure in the Perche) Much of the produce of this property would have been
rendered in kind and the counts drew on these resources for benefactions such as the tithe of the
grain in his storehouses granted by Rotrou II to Tiron and Rotrou III's confirmation to the
Augustinian priory of Chartrage near Mortagne of half the tithe of the lord's table while he
resided at Mauves.!4 There is, however, some evidence of money payments dating from the early
twelfth century and it is clear that, as the century progressed, money was always available at
these centres.l> Cash payments made for pasturage rights in woodlands and meadows would
have increased as the economy expanded and labour services may also have been commuted for

cash.

One of the most important devices available to landowners such as the Rotrou dynasty for the
generation of additional income from their landed property derived from their control of the
watercourses of their estates. For in addition to the fishing nghts, which only infrequently find
their way into comital acts, they also enjoyed the revenues of the mills which were established
along their banks.!¢ Mills might render their profits either as portions of their products!? or as
cash from their fees.1® In either case they were efficient ways of exploiting the land for they
permitted the detention as a milling fee, in one form or the other, of a further portion of the
produce of the land, above and beyond that already rendered to the lord from the grain crop. The
Rotrou counts had not been slow to realise the potential of mills, for they form part of the original
endowment of Saint-Denis of Nogent-le-Rotrou made during the eleventh century and by the early
twelfth when Rotrou II (1100-1144) came to establish his new foundation of Tiron additional

mills were under construction at Nogent.1? Although there is no evidence of an attempt to

enforce a comital monopoly over milling in the Perche, the counts continued to profit from further

12 Romanet, Géographie, ii, no. 6.
13 cf. . Sawyer, The royal tun in pre-conquest England', in Ideal and reality in Frankish and Anglo-Saxon

Society, ed. P. Wormald (Oxford, 1983), 281-2. On princely rural residences, P. Heliot, 'Sur les résidences
Yrinciéres bities en France du X¢- XTI¢ siécle', Moyen Age, Ixi (1955), 291.
4T iron, no. XXII, Bart, Antiquitéz, 131-6. On tithes of the lord's table, Duby, Rural economy, 197,
15 Tiron, no. CVI for pasture rents at La Ferriére. On commutation, Duby, Rural economy, 210.
16 Romanet, Géographie, 1i, 206: perpetuam licentiam piscandi, cum quibuscumque instrumentis voluerint de filo,
de lignis vel de junchis, ex utraque parte aquarum. On fishing, Duby, Rural economy, 106-7.
17 Tiron, no. CCCLXXVII, 160: sex modios bladi, IlI frumenti et I11 siliginis.
18 1T, 588: quartem partem molturae molendini de Montgiun; 19: quadraginta solidos usualis monete perticensis

in molendinis nostris de Mesun Maugis.

19 NLR, nos. V-VII for the foundation of Saint-Denis. These charters present a number of potential problems
related to interpolation, but the references to the mills occur in the very core of the charters and must be a reflection
of the original endowment, though much of the rest of their text has been reworked. The word used for mills

farinarios 1s apparently the form used in the earlier middle ages. For the new mills, Tiron, no. XXXIII: et
novorum molendinorum qui sunt sub Nongento.



