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PROGRAMME NOTE

  

The style of the composition reflects in part the influence of the Welsh composer, William Mathias, contrasting

his serious work with lighter march and neoclassical writing; some of which emerged from his interest in

Shostakovich, Les Six, Stravinsky, and Tippett. Several characteristics have been retained here: melodic

counterplay, bristly over played syncopation, and the style of the tonal writing. The harmony is largely diatonic,

coloured with Mathias traits: Celtic modality and quartal/quintal harmony. 

The title ‘Three Days at the Office’ is deliberately left open for your own interpretation. The first and third

movements are based  upon the same opening rhythms which pervade the whole: defiant compound duple

rhythms juxtaposed against cheeky gestures in simple triple metre, particularly in the bassoons. The second

movement, originally sketched for a children’s piano piece, was created under the working title of ‘Brexit’; later

removed in preference of something less contentious. Enjoy the sleepy ‘Haydnesque’ clock ticking and

Westminster chimes quote, gently infused with occasional ‘Blues notes’. 
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