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PROGRAMME NOTE

 

The piece depicts a reception at Sheffield museum, to discuss the city’s complex relationship with slavery. Quasi neo-classical

ingredients are worked in, such as the strident unison theme, countered by quartal harmony and mischievous minor thirds. After the

opening theme contrasting ebullient unison octaves with harmony in fourths and fifths, imitative and antiphonal writing signals the

arrival of various dignitaries. This section is in the relative minor before returning to the home key. A chromatic appoggiatura

signals a questionable arrival, with the guests then reassured. An extension of the opening tutti continues to set the occasion. As a

variation of the opening material, clarinets in thirds, answered by flute and oboe replicate polite chatter, with bassoons looking on

wisely. This is despite a further tutti outburst as guests gather expectantly, querying the next arrival. The following Adagio, with

syrupy appoggiaturas, depicts the appearance of the High Sheriff, who gracefully passes through ceremoniously to establish her

presence. Listen out for the African-American harmony reflecting the city’s difficult relationship with slavery. On return to the

Allegro the opening material resumes, but in conflict with the first bassoon reflecting a ‘war of words’ followed by a pompous

outburst. Persistent ostinato passages then seek approval for investment in further cultural activism in Sheffield. The piece

concludes by regathering the sense of occasion through sequential work, returning triumphantly to the opening serenade theme. 
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