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De rerum naturis
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for

solo percussion
2 tom-toms (10”/18")
side drum
cowbell
woodblock
20" kick bass drum (hard mallet)
glockenspiel

Duration: c. 8'30"



De rerum naturis holds two separate meanings. De rerum naturis, or 'on the nature
of things', alludes to an encyclopaedia of the same name written by Rabanus
Maurus (c. 780 - 856) between 842 and 847. Maurus was also a writer of hymns,
many of which were set to plainsong chants. This piece quotes the Gregorian chant
of one of Maurus's hymns in its entirety. The role of using Gregorian chant as a
foundation for this piece relates to my interest in combining and informing my
compositional style with different styles and techniques common in early music.

Second, a possible subtitle, '[singularity]’, holds a double meaning. The plainchant
I refer to above is quoted using a singular pitch at the end of each subsection and
these 'singular' pitch quotations reference the idea of singularity. The varying
lengths of the subsections control how frequent and infrequent the singular
quotations occur. The other meaning of 'singularity' refers to how the rhythmic
material unfolds. The piece begins with quiet, singular hits of the woodblock and
the succeeding material emerges out of these singular hits or points. The material
returns back to the singular hits (this time, in one of the tom-toms) at the end of the
piece, showing the material disappearing back into a singular point. Or matter
emerging from then dissipating back into a point of singularity.

Instruments are to be positioned according to practicality
All grace notes are to be played before the beat
All grace notes & tremolandi are to be played as fast as possible

Accents are relative according to dynamic

All other relevant directions are noted on the score



For Brian Archinal
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