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provided me with access to the unpublished fieldwork reports of ETARe Eastern Tigrai
Archaeological Projectdirected ty herand written for the Ethiopian Authority of Research

Conservatiorand Culture (ARCCH).

{LISOALE {(GKFyla (2 Y& tK5 O2ffSI3dsSa ©dzd NIRe |

P YYAOF2NAEPERAYI RNID OKIFLIGSNAZ LINRDARMYK

| NODNRdzS&d o2y ad YR LRBIAREX Y BKER KRHANAM @ R UDIKER $ Y X ¢
EJAA



Ad 2yS 2F (ikK2aS SELSNARSyOSa GKFG gAtf f2y3a N
AYAYy3a NR2I2y2NBER NG F £ £ (0KKRIayS] ay 2lytask2a i 2 b A Ol 2 Af
[ Y OK F2NBBMNIRABEER O2YLI yA2yad AY YDcp®

5N / f AGY SINBEILISVIKSGKS 5SLI NGYSy(d 2F DS23INIF LKE
adzLILX ASR YS gAGK | &St S0e23 BF WANYAZEASE @F
KSNBZ LINAYIN®NIE Ay OKIFLIWGSNI ¥

{AYROKNY Ba (2 2N tKSt B SILAINTASY G 2F AUy |y
[ FLILISE £ 200 IEBHNBILNRP DA RAY IS AIVYRSESKEWR YY&A dza D5 ¢
DS2NBALFY /| dzOl adz&a2@eRHzy G+ Aya o6 OKIF LG SNJI

¢CKFEyYy1la NBSH2A yi22t RRST ANRA F2NJ KSNIKSHEBINNGK aGdEmzyt s
Ay GUKS 5FyF{Af 5SLINBadAz2ys 9ONAGNBIF @

LYLI} OG e FYRLSUGUKAZ2LIALY YAfAGFENE O2yb;
¢CKS AyAalf LINPLRAIT F2NJ GKAA t K5 2NB Al KISNIYKE N I
grtftSes Ay (UKS 9QUOKAZ2LIAlLY ¢AINIre& KAIKEIYyRad
5NB i KSNBIYWSRNB I = gK2 L KFER AY@AGSR YS (2 22Ay
5FNEf {0dz¥LJ ryR L OAAYHSRIANKSAIXSNE S@S NIAAING &
adA Gl ot S tFyR&aOL LISt KB & KA NIRK & 2 ¢ @ iy DRy RESdYiA HOE K X
al NODK HnHnX AyAol f1i B OBIRNOISPERIKRG0B2HA RKa NI
Al 61 a WINBEKE SB20K O2dA R 0SS dzy RSNIilI 1Sy Ay (K
I YAfAGENE O2ybAOlG 6S3Ly Ay IeyARkd NONR Yo KGAKG KO KA YALL
NEO2@BSNBR® ¢KAAa LINBOf dzZRSR | y& LJadRMarddraiEes 227
Y& adzZLISNIA&aA2NE 5NJ 51 NBf {ldzYLlx Ay 5SOSYO6SNI H
GKA&d NBaSIHNDK: RdzS (2 (GKS AYLRaaAiroAtAite 27
BYSTNIYS @I AfFIofS FTAN (RADSt K601 EAVAS 0KRIY:
FiNPOAaSa aoff O2yoeydsST o0dzi LIK2YSNI RUBEEE A ¥
NEAyaidliSR® 2KAftald F ydzyoSNI 2F Ff GSNYyIl a@S 2
2LIRKYLIS BEBR &2 EAYA &S 0K Sz R$OINBFGEIRVIIKS A Y
I R®AISR aRyWyadKSBHKEaly A a | f NBHRS| A 28 ¥ YD 8 KA 2 KBS
¢CAINIe YR K2g¢g Al 413 YRYLIKSH 2P A0 &RA{ 3/ drelBRNI IRISId
ASNARSa 2F 2dzi02YSa TFT2NJ FdzidzNB NBaSIF NOK Ay
C2NIdzyl iStesx L KFER 6SSy FotS G2 YIFI1S &gz LINE
GKFd L KFER G t£Srad OAairxiSR GKS I NBF FyR g1t a
fl YyYRAIOBRIBK2dzi 6KAOK UGKAA t K5 g2dA R y20 KI @S



| dZiK2NE 580fFNrazy

LRSOf I NB GKIG GKA& (KSara A& | LINBaSyildlezy 3
A KS NBadzZ i 2F Yé 26y NBaSINOKz SEOSI
2F (KAE (GKS&AA KI& LINBOAZzKkafag @3NSy yIBINREAIKSINS
a2dz2NDOSa FNB O1y®st SRISR a NBFSNByO

EAE



’”

/| KI LXiSNJ hy$

MLYGNRRdzOa2Y

This thesis investigateise impact of obsidian on the relationship between Ethiopian and Yemen
during the first millennium BC. It summarise and assess the sites in each country that are dated
to the first millennium BC and have obsidian in their material culture. Significantitjesrof
obsidian, that is sourced in the Horn of Africa, wasp transported overseas to the Yemen
Tihamah, and as far away as Egypt. During the first millennium BC there is specific growth in the
guantity of obsidian and the interconnectivity witthe greater Red Sea region. This is
particularly visible in the influence of the Yemen Sabeaen culture on the EthiopigkkBumite

culture (806400 BC), vig-vis the obsidian trade, but also in the Sabaean presence in Tigray at
sites including Yeha, 8n a Slj 6 SNJ DSQI g @

In defining the PréAksumiteSabaean relationship the evidence indicates a longe¥Rsumite
chronology than previously recognised. It also points to greater regional activity in the second
millennium BC, again with links to the obaidirade and the Sabaean presence in Tigray. It also
adzaA3sSada GKFG GKS NBIA2YILE LRtAGeES (y2e6y | a

understood.

The thesis takes a theoretical landscape archaeology approach, using phenomenology, to
investigate and understand how the challenging landscapes of Tigray and Tihamah were
perceived and navigated three thousand years ago. By going beyond the archaeological evidence
it is argued that this was both a physical and a sacred landscape characteyisednique

resource, and a link to an ancestral Sabaean past.

The thesisnaps the routeways and journeys linking the sources of obsidian, with archaeological
sites in Ethiopia, Yemen and the region. | use Gebglth PRO and Arc@RO to create
detailed maps showing the routeways linking the Temple of Yeha, with the Danakil depression
obsidian sources, and across the Red Sea to the siteMfdaman, and AKashawba, in the
Yemen Tihamah. This unique research draws on the regional picture tatrerl local one,
bringing together African and Arabic data to demonstrate the relationship taking place across

600km from the Temple of Yeha, in Ethiopian Tigray,#dakhid on the Yemen Tihamah.
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Themountainouslandscapeof Tigray, altitude 2790ms a defining element in the settlement,
trade and movementvithin the area, impacting on every aspect of life there and reflected in
the archaeology and our interpretation of it. Finding modexpproachesfor the ancient
landscape both Woldekiros (20180d Franklin (2020) present useful frameworks with which to
AYGSNIINBG ¢AINFXre FyR CAKIYFK® CNBE“qnturg ADPa O H J
Silk route is a parallel landscape of legigtance movement, and Woldekiros (2019) Danakil
research a the modern salt trail in the Danakil depression enables a contemporary analogy for
past activity.The termbh a S & K ¢ 2 NJ a &1, 78 ldeédile$ tRe interconnectivity of the
transwSR { Sl NBf I (A2 yehténhgledensy(2012) Bedmed | 2/R RGN
Syidly3at SYSyié¢, 36). INSadn antahgiémentofcdtures that we are witnessing,

I aYSaKg2 NJE 790t parherdhiBs areated by the interconnectivity of people,

places and ideas, as discussed throughout this thesis.
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I 1 & dzY A U Shered&rdlTd@natase the term Eth®abaean (Anfray 1968; Gerlach 2012) as
Finneran(2008) perceived to be erroneousThe Tigr & NB3IA 2y X LR GSYGAL €€
65F QF YLl G0 gl & ldziz2zy2Y2dzax odzi AG KFR | &aiNER
(discussed in chapters one and two). The Tigray region was not arSathe@an kingdom. This
relationship, whether it isone of colonisation or acculturation, will be discussed further (page

47).
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Chronological period| Tigray sites Eritrean sites Exogenous evidence

Early PreAksumite | | Yeha I, II. Matara & Keskese | South Arabian
Obsidian. obsidian & ceramics ceramics.
GuloMakeda sites. | (Eritrea). Ancient Ona culture.




Ceramics fronGash

delta.
Middle Pre Aksumite| Yeha IHTemple, Keskese site Strong Sabeaen
1 Grat el Gebri palace influence, and
5QY0 LRt A inscriptions.

Stone buildings,

writing.

Late Pre Aksumite Il Yeha, Haweltiand | Akkele Guzagites | Small quantity of
Melazo. Nubian ceramics.
Yeha destruction. South Arabian

influence disappears

Proto-Aksumite 2} 1 NRRI
t NtB] & dav A G §
1 adzyai S
th GNF yaa
Early Aksumite Kingdom of Aksum

¢ I on¥TBese are the key characteristics of the first millennium B&\Rsemite (Fattovich
1990a).
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Using phenomenological theory is a way to understandinghanomena, a plageor an
archaeological site, when the material culture does not provide the answer that I, as an
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presenting the voice of those being interviewed as accurately as possible, and not our version
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of their opinion. This can only be presented by having an accurate interpretation of what an
individual has said, which more often than not, comes tigto@ thirdparty interpreter, who
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interpretation of the researcher.
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Throughout this thesis | use Arcé?RO for creating maps illustrating the archaeological sites
discussed here, and for creating the routeways that are depicted in chapters 5 and 6. | use
GoogleEarth Pro for creating the routeways thatuggest are in use during the first millennium

BC as the high resolution available is essential for making informed and detailed maps of the
journeys that were being undertaken for the transportation of obsidian, and the migration of
people, across Etbpia, the Red Sea and Yemen. Chapters 5 and 6 rely heavily on my lived
experience of working and travelling through these landscapes, and the demands and challenges
that they place on an individual. Without that direct experience of the Danakil depression,

the Tigray highlands, the phenomenological framework that | use throughout this thesis, would

not have been possible.
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