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Introduction  
!
In olden days, a glimpse of stocking 
Was looked on as something shocking 
But now, God knows, 
Anything goes. 
 
- Cole Porter, “Anything Goes” (1934). 
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#$%"%*%/4%,#"Y/'#'&$"V62(,#%/6(0#(/%GX"1(%00%+"2,".,"'//%-/%&&')0%"1%%0',4"21"'*-%,+',4"-20'#'6.0"

/%;20(#'2,G"/200',4"+%6%,&2/&$'-G"."H.;%"21"0')%/.0"0.H"/%12/*G"#$%"4/.+(.0"%/.&(/%"21"/%&-%6#".,+"

+%1%/%,6%"#2H./+&"#$%"VR&#.)0'&$*%,#GX"/%0'4'2,".,+".(#$2/'#8"',"4%,%/.0G",%H"1.&$'2,&G"*2+%/,"

*%+'.".,+"#%6$,2024'%&G",%H"*(&'6".,+ "./#'&#'6"#/%,+&G".,+"[(&#"#$%"/'4$#".*2(,#"21"+2-%J"=2/"

&2*%G"#$%&%"6$.,4%&"62,&#'#(#%+",2#$',4"0%&&"#$.,"H$.#"#$%"$'&#2/'.,"!/#$(/"M./H'6I"60.&&'6.008"

.,+"62,#/2;%/&'.008"+%&6/')%+".&"V."6(0#(/.0"/%;20(#'2,X"(,+%/-',,%+")8"-2&#OH./".110(%,6%"#$.#G"

',"&2*%"H.8"2/".,2#$%/G"12/")%##%/"2/"H2/&%G"+'+"&%%*"#2"-%,%#/.#%".,+".11%6#"%;%/8"62/,%/"21"

Y/'#'&$"&26'%#8@"."#/.,&12/*.#'2,"',"V*.#%/'.0"62,+'#'2,&G"0'1%&#80%&G"1.*'08"/%0.#'2,&$'-&G".,+"

-%/&2,.0"1/%%+2*&"12/"#$%";.&#"*.[2/'#8"21"2/+',./8"-%2-0%JX2"

!
M./H'6IK&"$'&#2/'6.0";'%H"$.&G"$2H%;%/G")%%,"&()&#.,#'.008"/%;'&%+")8"$'&#2/'.,&k"12/"&2*%G"'#"$.&"

)%%,")%.#%,"',#2"#2#.0"&()*'&&'2,J3"l%#G"+%&-'#%"#$%"1.6#"#$.#"H%",2H"(,+%/&#.,+"#$'&"

V/%;20(#'2,X"+'+",2#"-%/;.+%".00"-./#&"21"Y/'#.',"%3(.008G"#$.#"V.110(%,#X"'&".#"#$%";%/8"0%.&#"."

-/2)0%*.#'6"H.8"#2"6$./.6#%/'&%"0.#%OBSmE&".,+"BSWE&"Y/'#.',G".,+"#$.#"#$%"*.[2/"6$.,4%&"21"#$'&"

-%/'2+"$.+"(,%;%,"'*-.6#&".6/2&&"+'11%/%,#"+%*24/.-$'6&"21"-%2-0%".,+"+'11%/%,#"4%24/.-$'6.0"

/%4'2,&G"#$%",.//.#';%"21"/%;20(#'2,".,+"21".,"(,-/%6%+%,#%+08"V-%/*'&&';%X"02,4"BSWE&"/%*.',&"

!
!  There are several variations on this quote, but this is the wording attributed to Campbell in her entry in Elizabeth Knowles 
(ed.), !"#$%&'()*+)$,-%.'$#'/0$+-+)$,1 (8th edn, Oxford: OUP, 2014). 
"  Arthur Marwick, 234'5)"+)416'708+0%-8'94:$80+)$,'),';%)+-),<'=%-,*4<'>+-8.'-,&'+34'?,)+4&'5+-+41<'*@'ABCDEABFG (Oxford: OUP, 1998), 51. 
# For example: Frank Mort, “The Permissive Society Revisited,” 2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 22:2 (2011), 269-298; James 
Obelkevich, “Review of A. Marwick, The Sixties,” 2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 11:3 (2000), 333-36; Dominic Sandbrook, J4:4%'
I-&'>+'5$'K$$&6'L'I)1+$%.'$#';%)+-),'#%$M'504N'+$'+34'Beatles (London: Abacus, 2006).  
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."-2#%,#".,+"-%/&(.&';%"2,%J4"F#"'&"6%/#.',08"+'11'6(0#"#2"+%,8G"H$%,"&(/;%8',4"#$%"6(0#(/.0"

0.,+&6.-%"21"BSTA"62*-./%+"H'#$"#$.#"21"BSmWG"#$.#"#$%/%"$.+")%%,"#/.,&12/*.#';%"6$.,4%"2,"."

&6.0%"(,-./.00%0%+"',".,8"2#$%/"BTO8%./"-%/'2+"',"62,#%*-2/./8"Y/'#'&$"$'&#2/8J""

"

F,"1%H"-0.6%&"H.&"#$'&"*2/%"2);'2(&"#$.,"',"#$%"',6/%.&%"',"V2)&6%,%GX"&%Q(.008"%Q-0'6'#G"

-2/,24/.-$'6G".,+"2#$%/H'&%"V211%,&';%X"6(0#(/.0"*.#%/'.0"#$.#".662*-.,'%+"."#$2/2(4$42',4"

0')%/.0'&.#'2,".,+"&%Q(.0'&.#'2,"21"#$%"R,40'&$"-()0'6"&-$%/%"+(/',4"#$%&%"8%./&J"!&"H'00")%"&%%,"', "

#$%",%Q#"6$.-#%/G"'1"#$%"BSWE&"H'#,%&&%+";./'2(&"-/26%&&%&"#2H./+&"4/%.#%/"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"#$%,"

BSTE"H.&"#$%"+.H,"21"#$%"V-%/*'&&';%"&26'%#8X"-/2-%/".&".")/2.+"/.,4%"21"&26'.0".,+"6(0#(/.0"

',&#'#(#'2,&G"42;%/,*%,#".4%,6'%&G",2,O42;%/,*%,#.0"2/4.,'&.#'2,&G".,+"#$%"[(+'6'.0"&8&#%*"

&#/(440%+"#2"60./'18".,+",%42#'.#%"H$%/%"#$%")2(,+./'%&"21"6(0#(/.0".66%-#.)'0'#8"h"H$.#"I',+&"21"

/%-/%&%,#.#'2,"H%/%")2#$"*2/.008"and"0%4.008"-%/*'&&')0%"',"0'#%/.#(/%".,+"#$%"./#&G"',".+;%/#'&',4G"

',"[2(/,.0'&*G".,+"',"2#$%/"6(0#(/.0"12/*&"h",2H"0.8J"!1#%/"#$%"j7Rd"2'0"6/'&'&"21"BSTACi".,+"#$%"

&26'.0"6$.,4%&"H/2(4$#")8"."6220%/"%62,2*'6"60'*.#%G"&2*%"&%6#'2,&"21"#$%"-2-(0.6%")%4.,"#2"

H2,+%/G"',"#$%"V$.,42;%/X"21"#$%"0.#%/"BSTE&G"'1"#$',4&"$.+"42,%"#22"1./J5"F#"'&"2)&6%,'#8".,+"#$%"

%;20(#'2,"21")2#$"-2-(0./".,+"211'6'.0"&#.#%"#$',I',4"./2(,+"2)&6%,'#8G"211%,&';%,%&&".,+"#$%"

0.H&"42;%/,',4"#$%*"',"R,40.,+"+(/',4"#$%"#H2"+%6.+%&"&(66%%+',4"#$%"6(0#(/.0"$%.+/(&$"21"#$%"

BSWE&"#$.#"'&"#$%"&()[%6#"21"#$'&"#$%&'&J""

"

9$'&"#$%&'&"*.I%&"&%;%/.0"&'4,'1'6.,#"62,#/')(#'2,&"#2"#$%"1'%0+&"21"6%,&2/&$'-"&#(+'%&".,+"*2+%/,"

R,40'&$"&26'26(0#(/.0"$'&#2/8J"='/&#08G"$'&#2/'.,&"21"2)&6%,'#8"$.;%",2#"%&#.)0'&$%+"."&.#'&1.6#2/8"

.,.08#'6.0"1/.*%H2/I"12/"%Q.*',',4"62,#%&#&"2;%/"6%,&2/&$'-J"F,"#$'&"#$%&'&G"2)&6%,'#8"',"BSTE&"

.,+"BSUE&"R,40.,+"$.&")%%,"62,6%';%+",2#".&"&2*%").##0%"21"422+".4.',&#"%;'0"h".&"%0.)2/.#%+"2,"

)%02HG"#$'&"'&"."#/.-"#$.#"&2*%"%Q'&#',4"$'&#2/'24/.-$8"1.00&"',#2"h")(#".&"."*(0#'+'*%,&'2,.0G"

*(0#'1.6%#%+"62*-%#'#'2,")%#H%%,"."/.,4%"21"+'&#',6#"8%#"2;%/0.--',4".,+"-2/2(&"',#%/%&#"4/2(-&"

.&"#$%8"-/2)%+".,+",%42#'.#%+"%.6$"2#$%/K&")2(,+./'%&J6"F,+%%+G"#$%"0'#%/.#(/%"2,"#$%&%"#$%*%&"

N',60(+',4"#$.#"21"V-%/*'&&';%,%&&XP"'&".00"#22"1/%3(%,#08").&%+"2,"-20./'#'%&@"',+';'+(.0&"H%/%"

!
$ There is a considerable literature on this theme. See: Stephen Brooke, “Gender and Working Class Identity in 1950s Britain,” 
O$0%,-8'$#'5$*)-8'I)1+$%. 34:4 (2001),. 773-95; Jon Lawrence, “Class, ‘Affluence’ and the study of everyday life in Britain, c. 193-64,” 
708+0%-8'-,&'5$*)-8'I)1+$%.'10:2 (2013), 273–299; Dolly Smith Wilson, “A New Look at the Affluent Worker: The Good Working 
Mother in PostWar Britain,” 2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 17:2 (2006), 206-229. I use the term “long 1960s” to refer to the 
period between the Suez Crisis in 1956 and the OPEC oil crisis of 1973/4.  
% Popular histories of the 1970s have frequently portrayed the period as something akin to a “hangover.” For a review of this 
theme, see: Lawrence Black, “An Enlightening Decade? New Histories of 1970s’ Britain,” >,+4%,-+)$,-8'P-Q$%'-,&'R$%S),TE78-11'
I)1+$%. 82 (2012), 174-186. !
6 This is not an entirely new project and there have undoubtedly been shifts away from this in the 2010s and 2020s in the work 
of historians such as Frank Mort and Judith Walkowitz. Whilst my description of the scholarship here may appear overly crude, I 
maintain that this is the general impression one gets when reading most of the ÔclassicÕ historiography on censorship and 
obscenity. Examples will be given in the review of the historiography below. 
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%'#$%/"V-%/*'&&';%X"2/"V.,#'O-%/*'&&';%GX"/'4$#OH',4"/%0'4'2(&"*2/.0'&#&"2/"/.#'2,.0'&#"0')%/.0&G"

1%*','&#"2/".,#'O1%*','&#J"9$%"$'&#2/'.,"d.00(*"Y/2H,"$.&"&'*'0./08"2)&%/;%+"$2H"$'&#2/'.,&"

21#%,"-2/#/.8"#$%"-2&#OH./"+%6.+%&"&'*-0'&#'6.008".&"."V&#/(440%")%#H%%,"$%/2'6"0')%/#',%&".,+"

-/%-2&#%/2(&"/%.6#'2,./'%&X"2/"V.")(,6$"21"1/%%+2*O02;',4"./#&"0')%/.0&"6$.00%,4',4"(,&-%.I.)0%"

62,+%*,.#2/8"6$(/6$"62,&%/;.#';%&JX7"9$%"$'&#2/8"21"2)&6%,'#8"',"R,40.,+"6.,,2#")%"/%+(6%+"#2"

.,8"422+O.,+ O%;'0"+'6$2#2*8k"#$'&"'&".,"2;%/&'*-0'1'6.#'2,"#$.#"%/.&%&"#$%"2;%/0.-")%#H%%,"

+'11%/%,#"',#%/%&#"4/2(-&".,+"#$%"21#%,"6200.)2/.#';%".--/2.6$%&"#$%8".+2-#%+"N#$%".00'.,6%"

)%#H%%,"&2*%".,#'-2/,24/.-$8"1%*','&#&".,+"62,&%/;.#';%"/%0'4'2(&"4/2(-&"',"#$%"%./08"BSUE&"'&"

[(&#"2,%"%Q.*-0%PJ"9$'&"#%,+%,68"'&"-%/$.-&"62*-2(,+%+")8".,2#$%/"#$.#";'%H&"#$%"V-%/*'&&';%"

&'Q#'%&X".&")%',4"'**%+'.#%08"12002H%+")8"."-%/'2+"21"62,6%/#%+"*2/.0").6I0.&$J"9$'&"'&"."

-%/&-%6#';%"21#%,").&%+"2,"#$%"/'6$"0'#%/.#(/%"#$.#"%*%/4%+"1/2*"Y'/*',4$.*K&"d%,#/%"12/"

d2,#%*-2/./8"d(0#(/.0"<#(+'%&"Nddd<P"',"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&G"0%+")8"<#(./#"?.00J8"9$'&"H2/I"

H.&"6%/#.',08",2#"6/(+%",2/"(,+%/O#$%2/'&%+")(#"#$%"&()&%3(%,#"',#%/-/%#.#'2,&"'#"$.&"0%,#"'#&%01"#2"

6.,")%"2;%/08")',./8J"F,"62(,#%/.6#',4"#$%&%"#%,+%,6'%&G"#$'&"#$%&'&"2(#0',%&"',"'#&"1'/&#"&%6#'2,"1';%"

62*-%#',4"V;2'6%&X"2/"V+'&62(/&%&X"21"2)&6%,'#8"#2"%*-028".&"."1/.*%H2/I"12/"%Q-02/',4"

&'4,'1'6.,#"6.&%O&#(+'%&"1/2*"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&J"9$'&"%,.)0%&".,".--/2.6$"H$'6$"'+%,#'1'%&"."

&$'1#',4"62,1'4(/.#'2,"21"+%).#%&".,+"."*2/%",(.,6%+".,+"(0#'*.#%08"*2/%".--/2-/'.#%"H.8"#2"

#$',I".)2(#".,+"%Q.*',%"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"-.&#k"."62*-0%Q"I.0%'+2&62-%"21"62*-%#',4";'%H&"

H$'6$"*(&#")%".00"$%0+"#24%#$%/".#"2,6%J"9$%"',#%,+%+"/%&(0#"'&"."/'6$%/"$'&#2/8"21"2)&6%,'#8"#$.#"

6.,")%")%##%/"',#%4/.#%+"',#2"%Q'&#',4".662(,#&"21"&26'.0".,+"6(0#(/.0"6$.,4%J""

"

9$%"&%62,+"62,#/')(#'2,"21"#$%"#$%&'&"'&"',"211%/',4"."1/%&$"&#(+8"21"2)&6%,'#8"',"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"

R,40.,+")8".+2-#',4"."*2/%"V*.6/2X".--/2.6$"#2"#$%"&()[%6#"21"211%,&';%"*.#%/'.0J"9$%"#$%&'&"

6$22&%&",2#"#2"126(&"',"#22"#'4$#08"2,".,8"2,%"4%,/%"21"*.#%/'.0G"6(0#(/.0"*%+'(*G"6.&%O&#(+8"2/"

&%#"21"&2(/6%&")(#"/.#$%/"&8,#$%&'&%&".")/2.+"N#$2(4$")8",2"*%.,&"%Q$.(&#';%P"/.,4%"21"4%,/%&G"

*%+'(*&G".,+"',+';'+(.0"6.&%&"#2"2/'%,#.#%"#$%".,.08&'&"*2/%"',"#$%"+'/%6#'2,"21"#$%"V)2(,+./'%&"

21".66%-#.)'0'#8X"#$%*&%0;%&"h"#$%")/2.+%/"*2/.0G"&26'.0G"-20'#'6.0".,+"0%4.0"+%).#%&"#$.#"H%/%"

#.I',4"-0.6%"',"+'11%/%,#"-()0'6".,+"-/';.#%"12/(*&"h".,+"$2H"#$%&%")2(,+./'%&"H%/%"12(4$#"2;%/"

)8"+'11%/%,#"02))'%&J"<'4,'1'6.,#08G"#$%"6.&%O&#(+'%&"(&%+"H'00")%4',"',"#$%"BSTE&J"7/%;'2(&"H2/I"

!
& Callum Brown, 234';-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),6'54"<'I0M-,)1+1'-,&'54*08-%)1-+)$,<'ABGCEABDU (CUP, 2019), 11, 16. Brown references 
the example of Nicholas De Jongh, V$8)+)*1<'V%0&4%.'-,&'V4%:4%1)$,16'234'74,1$%),T'$#'+34'W,T8)13'5+-T4'ABUAEABXD (London, Methuen, 
2001), 165-213.!
'  On the theme of moral backlash, see: Amy Whipple, “Speaking for Whom? The 1971 Festival of Light and the Search for the 
‘Silent Majority,’” 7$,+4MY$%-%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 24:3 (2010); Martin Durham, 54"'-,&'V$8)+)*16'=-M)8.'-,&'Z$%-8)+.'),'+34'23-+*34%'[4-%1 
(Basingstoke, 1991), esp. ch. 1; Stuart Hall, Chas Critcher et al., V$8)*),T'+34'7%)1)16'Z0TT),T<'+34'5+-+4'-,&'P-H'-,&'!%&4% (London, 
1978), esp. ch. 9; Davina Cooper, “At the Expense of Christianity: Backlash Discourse and Moral Panic” in Leslie G. Roman and 
Linda Eyre (eds), (-,T4%$01'24%%)+$%)416'5+%0TT841'#$%'()##4%4,*4'-,&'W\0-8)+.'),'W&0*-+)$, (Routledge, 1997), 43-56. On the CCCS and its 
historiographical impacts, see: Kieran Connell, V$8)*),T'+34'7%)1)1 35 Years On,” 7$,+4MY$%-%.';%)+)13 History 29:2 (2015), !
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#%,+&"#2"-';2#G"(,+%/&#.,+.)08G"2,"#$%"',1.*2(&"Lady Chatterley’s Lover"#/'.0"21"BSWE".,+"(&(.008"

%Q#%,+&"#$%",.//.#';%"(-"#2"#$%".)20'#'2,"21"#$%.#/%"6%,&2/&$'-"',"BSWU".,+"#$%"/'&%"21"V-.4%"AX"',"

#$%"0.#%"&'Q#'%&".,+"%./08"&%;%,#'%&J"F,"#$'&"H.8G"*(6$"21"#$%"0'#%/.#(/%"'&"&#(6I"',"."*2+%"21"&%%',4"

#$%"BSWE&".&"#$%"end"21"."#/.[%6#2/8")%4',,',4"',"#$%"\'6#2/'.,"-%/'2+".,+"#$%"*.[2/"V&-%6#.6(0./X"

62(/#/22*"#/'.0&"21"#$%"BSWE&".&"',$%/'#',4"."0%4.68"21",',%#%%,#$"6%,#(/8"+%).#%&".)2(#"

2)&6%,'#8G"0'#%/.68G"6'#'_%,&$'-G".,+"+%*26/.68J"?2H%;%/G"',"#%/*&"21"#$%"',6/%.&',408"

V%;%/8+.8,%&&X"21"2)&6%,'#8"'#"'&"#$%"BSTE&"#$.#"H'#,%&&%&"#$%"*2&#"',#%,&%"H.;%"21")2(,+./8O

-(&$',4G".,+"#$%"+%6.+%"+2%&"&%%*"0'I%".,"%,#'/%08"+'11%/%,#"%/."',"*.,8"/%&-%6#&J"9$'&"H.&"#$%"

/%&(0#"21"#$%"(,/%&#"21"#$%"BSWTCU"-%/'2+G"#$%"/'&%"21",%H"62(,#%/6(0#(/%&".,+"82(#$"&()6(0#(/%&G"

#$%"V<(**%/"21"b2;%X".,+"62,#/2;%/&'%&"2;%/"+/(4"(&%G"#$%"',#%/,.#'2,.0"82(#$"/%;20#G"#$%"

62,#',(',4"-/%&&(/%&"21"62,&(*%/"6.-'#.0'&*G"62,#',(2(&"'**'4/.#'2,"',#2"Y/'#.',G".,+"

62,#',(',4"-/26%&&%&"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,".,+"/%0'4'2(&"6$.,4%G".*2,4&#"2#$%/"#$',4&J"R;%,")8"BSWUG"

#$%"Lady Chatterley"#/'.0"022I%+"/.#$%/"20+"1.&$'2,%+".&"&2*%#$',4")%02,4',4"#2"."+'11%/%,#"#'*%J"

=(/#$%/*2/%G"',"#$%"BSWE&"2)&6%,'#8"H.&"&#'00"-./#08"."*.##%/"21"#$%"H/'##%,"H2/+J9"9$%"0.#%/"

&#./#',4"-2',#".+2-#%+")8"#$'&"#$%&'&"%,.)0%&"."126(&"2,",%H"#%6$,2024'%&".,+"6(0#(/.0"*%+'(*&"

&(6$".&";'+%2#.-%G".&"H%00".&"#$%"(&%"21"(,+%/O.,.08&%+"6.&%O&#(+'%&".,+"1/%&$"&2(/6%"*.#%/'.0J""

"

9$%"#$'/+"62,#/')(#'2,"21"#$%"#$%&'&"'&"',"211%/',4".,"(-+.#%+"&#.#%*%,#"2,"V-%/*'&&';%,%&&X"',"

#H%,#'%#$"6%,#(/8"R,40.,+")8"#.I',4"#$'&"#%/*".&"."I%8".,.08#'6.0"0%,&J"7%/*'&&';%,%&&"H.&"

+%1',%+"',"BSWT")8"9'*"M6L/.#$G"%+'#2/"21"#$%".0#%/,.#';%"*.4._',%"ITG".&"#$%")%0'%1"#$.#"V#$%"

',+';'+(.0"&$2(0+")%"1/%%"1/2*"$',+/.,6%&")8"%Q#%/,.0"0.H"2/"',#%/,.0"4('0#"',"$'&"-(/&('#"21"

-0%.&(/%"&2"02,4".&"$%"+2%&",2#"'*-',4%"2,"2#$%/&JX10"9$%"$'&#2/'.,"a%11/%8"Z%%I&"+'&#',4('&$%&"

)%#H%%,"#H2"&%,&%&"21"#$%"#%/*"V-%/*'&&';%,%&&X@"#$%"-20'#'6.0".,+"[(+'6'.0"+%1','#'2,"h"#$.#"'&G"."

V0%4'&0.#';%"*2*%,#X"#$.#"/.,"1/2*"#$%"%,+"21"#$%"BSmE&"#2"#$%"%./08"BSTE&".,+"H$'6$"H'#,%&&%+"

/%12/*&"#2"#$%"0.H&"42;%/,',4G"12/"',&#.,6%G".)2/#'2,G"$2*2&%Q(.0'#8".,+"+';2/6%"h".,+"."

V&26'2024'6.0"&$'1#X"H$'6$"H.&"V."62,&%3(%,6%"21"#$%"-2&#OH./"%62,2*'6")22*"H$'6$"

%,62(/.4%+"."I',+"21"62,#/200%+"$%+2,'&*G"+%*26/.#'6"0')%/.0'&.#'2,"',"#$%",.*%"21"6.-'#.0'&*JX11"

?'&#2/'.,"M(//.8"?%.08"+'&#',4('&$%&"1(/#$%/")%#H%%,"."V-%/*'&&';%,%&&X"H$'6$"$.+"

/%-%/6(&&'2,&"12/"+';%/&%"&%6#'2,&"21"#$%"-2-(0.#'2,G".,+"#$%"*2/%"%Q60(&';%"V-%/*'&&';%"

!
9 One exception here is music, particularly pop music lyrics. As noted below, I do not deal with music in this thesis. It is, 
however, treated in Martin Cloonan,';-,,4&]'74,1$%13)Y'$#'V$Y08-%'Z01)*'),';%)+-),<'ABXFEB^'(Aldershot: Arena, 1996). The BBC was 
certainly censoring pop songs including, famous ‘Je t’aime moi non plus’ by Jane Birkin and Serge Gainsbourg for its heavy 
breathing. 
!(  Quoted in Marcus Collins, “Permissiveness on Trial: Sex, Drugs, Rock, the Rolling Stones, and the Sixties Counterculture<_'
V$Y08-%'Z01)*'-,&'5$*)4+. 42:2 (2019), 189. 
!!  Jeffrey Weeks, 54"<'V$8)+)*1'-,&'5$*)4+.6'234'94T08-+)$,'$#'54"0-8)+.'5),*4'ADUU (3)* edn., Harlow, 2012), 322-3. 
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&26'%#8GX"."*'++0%O60.&&G"./#&O/%0.#%+"*%#/2-20'#.,"-$%,2*%,2,"*.',08").&%+"',"b2,+2,J12"9$%"

#%/*"4.',%+"62,&'+%/.)0%"6(0#(/.0"6(//%,68"+(/',4".,+".1#%/"#$%"BSWE&".&"."(&%1(0"&$2/#$.,+"#2"

-(00"#24%#$%/"+'11%/%,#".&-%6#&"21"#$%"6(0#(/.0".,+"&%Q(.0"/%;20(#'2,"21"#$%"-%/'2+")(#"H.&"*2&#"

21#%,"(&%"-%[2/.#';%08")8"#$2&%"2--2&',4"#$%"*2/%"0')%/.0"+'/%6#'2,"R,40'&$"&26'%#8".--%./%+"#2"

)%"$%.+%+"',J""

"

F,"#$%"*'+O#2O0.#%"DEEE&G"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"H.&".#"#$%"6%,#/%"21".";')/.,#".,+"0';%08"&%#"21"+%).#%&"

H$'6$"$.;%"*2/%"/%6%,#08"&#.4,.#%+".&"$'&#2/'.,&"$.;%"4/.;'#.#%+"*2/%"#2"#$%"0.#%"BSTE&".,+"

BSUE&G"#$%"9$.#6$%/"-';2#O-2',#G".,+"*2&#"/%6%,#08"#$%"BSSE&J"F,"#$%"$'&#2/'24/.-$8"#$'&"$.&"

*%.,#"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"$.&")%%,"2;%/&$.+2H%+")8",%H%/"#$%*%&"21"',#%/%&#"&(6$".&"

V',+';'+(.0'&*X".,+" V,%20')%/.0'&*GX"H$'6$"$.&"0%+"#2".",%H")2+8"21".,.08#'6.008"/'6$"/%&%./6$J13"

l%#")8"62,#/.&#"#$%"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"21"#$%"BSWE&"&%%*&"."+%6'+%+08"2(#+.#%+"*2+%"21".,.08&'&G"

4';',4"/'&%"#2"&2*%"(,6%/#.',#8".&"#2"H$%#$%/"'#"'&"&#'00"%;%,"."(&%1(0"$'&#2/'24/.-$'6.0"#$%*%J"?%/%"

'#"'&"./4(%+"#$.#"H$'0&#"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"+2%&"$.;%"'#&"+%1%6#&".,+")0',+O&-2#&".&".,".,.08#'6.0"

62,6%-#"0'I%".,8"2#$%/G"'#"/%*.',&"%Q#/%*%08"(&%1(0"',&21./".&"'#"H.&"."H2/+"#$.#"62,#%*-2/./'%&"

1/%3(%,#08"(&%+".,+"(,+%/&#22+@"."0%,&"#$/2(4$"H$'6$"',+';'+(.0&"*.+%"&%,&%"21"H$.#"H.&"42',4"

2,".,+"$2H"#$%8"#$2(4$#".)2(#"#$%'/"2H,"/%0.#'2,&$'-"#2"#$%"&26'.0".,+"6(0#(/.0"6$.,4%&"

$.--%,',4"./2(,+"#$%*J14"7%/*'&&';%,%&&".,+"%&-%6'.008"#$%",%Q(&")%#H%%,"-%/*'&&';%,%&&G"

-0(/.0'&*G"&%6(0./'&.#'2,G".,+"1%*','&*"#$.#"#$'&"#$%&'&"H'00"%Q-02/%"/%*.',"62*-%00',4G".,+"#$%"

+'&6(&&'2,"#.I%&"#$%"2--2/#(,'#8"#2"/%',;'42/.#%"#$'&"62*-./.#';%08"&#.#'6"#$%*%J"!&"#$%"$'&#2/'.,"

M./6(&"d200',&G".,2#$%/".,.08&#"21"-%/*'&&';%,%&&G"$.&"./4(%+G"#$%"+%).#%&".)2(#")2(,+./'%&"21"

.66%-#.)0%"+'&62(/&%G"%&-%6'.008"',"#$%"+'&6(&&'2,".,+";'&(.0'&.#'2,"21"&%Q(.0'#8G"VH%/%".)&20(#%08"

6%,#/.0"',"#$%"-%/*'&&';%"&26'%#8JX15"

"

F,"*.I',4"#$%&%"62,#/')(#'2,&"#2"#$%"1'%0+"#$%"#$%&'&"%Q-02/%&"&%;%/.0"/%0.#%+"3(%&#'2,&@"H$.#"

I',+&"21"*.#%/'.0G"H$'6$"',+';'+(.0&".,+"4/2(-&G".,+"H$'6$"-./#'6(0./"%;%,#&"4%,%/.#%+"&'4,'1'6.,#"

*2*%,#&"21"62,#/2;%/&8"./2(,+"2)&6%,'#8"',"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"R,40.,+"#$.#"./%"H2/#$"

',;%&#'4.#',4k"H$.#"H.&")%',4"&.'+"2/"H/'##%,"',"/%&-2,&%"#2"+'11%/%,#"62,#%,#'2(&")22I&G"

-/24/.**%&G"1'0*&G".+;%/#'&%*%,#&G"*.4._',%&G".,+"#$%.#/%"&$2H&k"H$.#"+'&62(/&%&".,+"

!
!"  Murray Healy, K-.'5S),16'78-11<'Z-1*08),)+.'-,&'/044%'LYY%$Y%)-+)$, (London: Cassell, 1996).  
!#  For example: Emily Robinson, Camilla Schofield, Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite, and Natalie Thomlinson, “Telling Stories 
About Post-War Britain: Popular Individualism and the ‘Crisis’ of the 1970s,” 2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 28:2 (2017), 286-304; 
Matthew Hilton, Chris Moores and Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite, “New Times Revisited: Britain in the 1980s,” 7$,+4MY$%-%.'
;%)+)13'I)1+$%. 31:2 (2017), 145-165. Also see: Connell, “V$8)*),T'+34'7%)1)1'35 Years On.” 
!$  For a review and historicization of the term “permissiveness,” see: Frank Mort, “The Ben Pimlott Memorial Lecture 2010: The 
Permissive Society Revisited,” 2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 22:2 (2011), 269-298!
!% Marcus Collins, “The Pornography of Permissiveness: Men’s Sexuality and Women’s Emancipation in Mid-Twentieth Century 
Britain,” I)1+$%.'R$%S13$Y'O$0%,-8 47 (1999), 100.  
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;26.)(0./'%&"H%/%")%',4"(&%+"#2".##.6I"2/"+%1%,+"#$'&"*.#%/'.0"',"-()0'6"./%,.&".,+"',"62(/#/22*&"

.,+"$2H"*'4$#"#$'&"$.;%"6$.,4%+"2;%/"#'*%k"$2H"H%/%"42;%/,*%,#".4%,6'%&".,+"+%-./#*%,#&".#"

)2#$".",.#'2,.0".,+"*(,'6'-.0"0%;%0"/%&-2,+',4"#2"#$%&%"+%).#%&k".,+"H$.#"I',+&"21"&26'.0"

3(%&#'2,&"H%/%".#"&#.I%"',"+%).#%&"2;%/"2)&6%,'#8^"9$'&"*'4$#")2'0"+2H,"#2"#$%"3(%&#'2,"21"H$.#"

+'+"2)&6%,'#8"V*%.,X".,+"V+2X"',"R,40.,+"',"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&^"

"

9$%"*2&#"&#/.'4$#12/H./+".,&H%/"#2"#$'&"3(%&#'2,"'&",2"2,%"-./#'6(0./"#$',4J"j)&6%,'#8"',"#$'&"

-%/'2+"H.&"."62,#%&#%+"#%//.',"#$.#".6#%+".&"2,%"62,;%/4%,6%"-2',#"12/"."H'+%/"&%#"21".,Q'%#'%&"

.)2(#"#$%"0%4.68"21"#$%"-%/*'&&';%"&'Q#'%&".,+"$2H"#$.#"+%6.+%"&$2(0+")%"',#%/-/%#%+"',"

/%#/2&-%6#J"9$%&%".,Q'%#'%&"/.,4%+"1/2*"#$%"-20'#'6.0"#2"#$%"*2/.0G"#$%"&%Q(.0"#2"#$%"/%0'4'2(&G"#$%"

4%,%/.#'2,.0"#2"#$%"%62,2*'6J"j)&6%,'#8"-/2&%6(#'2,&G"%&-%6'.008"H$%,"#$%8"H%/%"0.(,6$%+")8"

4/.&&/22#&"2/4.,'&.#'2,&G"&#22+"',"12/"6$./4%&".4.',&#"-%/*'&&';%"0'1%&#80%&".#"0./4%".,+".6#%+".&"

2,%"*'6/262&*"21"."*(6$"H'+%/"'+%2024'6.0"62,#%&#J"!&"$.&")%%,"2)&%/;%+")8")2#$"d200',&".,+"

#$%"$'&#2/'.,"d$/'&#2-$%/"?'00'./+G"#$%"62(/#/22*&"',"H$'6$"#$%"*2/%"&-%6#.6(0./"2)&6%,'#8"

).##0%&"#22I"-0.6%"H%/%").##0%&"21")/2.+%/"/';.0"'+%2024'%&J16"F#"'&"'*-2/#.,#"#2"(,+%/&#.,+"#$%&%"

,%42#'.#'2,&".,+"#2"1'#"#$%*"',#2"#$%"I%8"$'&#2/'24/.-$'6.0"3(%&#'2,&")%',4".&I%+"',"#$%"&26'.0".,+"

6(0#(/.0"$'&#2/8"21"*2+%/,"R,40.,+G"%&-%6'.008"2;%/"#$%"I',+&"21"&26'.0".,+"6(0#(/.0"12/6%&"#$.#"

H%/%".#"H2/I"H$%,"#$%"-20'#'6.0".,+"0%4.0"0.,+&6.-%"6$.,4%+".#"-./#'6(0./"*2*%,#&"',"#'*%J""

"

9$%"BSTE&"H.&"."-';2#.0"*2*%,#"',"R,40.,+K&"$'&#2/8"+%&-'#%"'#&"(,12/#(,.#%"-2/#/.8.0")8"&2*%"

$'&#2/'.,&".&"&2*%#$',4"21"."+./I"2/"(,/%*./I.)0%"-%/'2+")%#H%%,"#$%"$2#"10.&$"21"#$%"BSWE&".,+"

#$%".//';.0"21"M./4./%#"9$.#6$%/"',"`2J"BEJ17"F#"'&"."-%/'2+"#$.#"',"&2*%"/%&-%6#&"&%%*&".,.0242(&"

#2".##%*-#',4"#2"/%4.',").0.,6%".1#%/"."$%.+/(&$J"j/G"#2"*'Q"*%#.-$2/&G"'1"#$%"BSWE&"/%-/%&%,#%+"

.";'20%,#"&$.I%"21"#$%"&,2H"402)%G"#$%"BSTE&"H.&"."*2*%,#"21".,#'6'-.#'2,".&"#2"H$%/%"'#".00"

*'4$#"0.,+G"&'*(0#.,%2(&08"."*2*%,#"21"62,1(&'2,".,+"+'&.//.8".,+"21"(,'3(%"2-%,,%&&".,+"

2--2/#(,'#8J"7()0'&$%/&".,+"#$%"-/%&&"62,#',(%+"#2"-(&$".#"#$%")2(,+./'%&"21"-%/*'&&')'0'#8G"

21#%,"&$26I',4"#$%*&%0;%&".#"3('#%"H$.#"#$%8"H%/%".)0%"#2"4%#".H.8"H'#$k"1'0*&"4/%H"',6/%.&',408"

;'20%,#".,+"%Q-0'6'#k".+;%/#'&',4")%6.*%"%;%/*2/%"&%Q(.0'&%+J"F,"#$'&"I',+"21"6(0#(/.0"60'*.#%G"

%;%,"#$%"7.%+2-$'0%"F,12/*.#'2,"RQ6$.,4%"N7FRP"1%0#"62,1'+%,#"#$.#"#$%8"*'4$#"$.;%"&(66%&&"',"

-(&$',4"."-()0'6".4%,+.J18"Z$.#"#$'&".00"-2',#%+"#2"H.&"."*2*%,#"21",2#"I,2H',4"H$.#"H.&".,+"

!
!+ Collins, “Permissiveness on Trial”; Christopher Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+.6'234'V$8)+)*1'$#'74,1$%13)Y'),'Z$&4%,'W,T8-,& (Oxford: 
Princeton University Press, 2021), 9-10.!
!& On this idea, see: Kenneth O. Morgan, “Britain in the Seventies – Our Unfinest Hour?,” 94:04'=%-,*-)14'&4'7):)8)1-+)$,';%)+-,,)\04 
22 (2017). 
!'  See Nick Basannavar, “PIE and the ‘Radical Case’” in 54"0-8'`)$84,*4'LT-),1+'73)8&%4,'),';%)+-),'1),*4'ABXC (Palgrave, 2021), 131-
156. 



! 18 

H.&",2#"6(0#(/.008"2/"%;%,"0%4.008".66%-#.)0%"',"."-2&#OBSWE&"R,40.,+"h"."*2*%,#"21"6/%.#';'#8"

.,+"',,2;.#'2,"',"#$%"1.6%"21"(,6%/#.',#8".&"#2"H$%/%"'#"*'4$#".00"%,+".,+"H$.#"I',+"21"."&26'%#8"

R, 40.,+"H.&"(0#'*.#%08"42',4"#2")%62*%J""

"

Y8"#$%"BSTE&G"#$%"#/.,&'#'2,&"#2"+%*26/.68"#$.#"?'00'./+"#/.6%&"',"$'&"/%6%,#")22I"A Matter of 

Obscenity"$.+")%%,"0./4%08"62*-0%#%".,+"'#"H.&",2"02,4%/"-/',6'-.008"60.&&".,Q'%#'%&"#$.#"+2*',.#%+"

',"+%).#%&"./2(,+"-%/*'&&';%,%&&".,+"2)&6%,'#8G"#$2(4$"#2")%"&(/%"#$%&%"+'+"/%*.',"N'#"H.&".#"

0%.&#G".&"?'00'./+"-2',#&"2(#G"*2/%"+'11'6(0#"12/"-20'#'6'.,&"#2"*.I%"-/2,2(,6%*%,#&"2,"2)&6%,'#8"

%Q-0'6'#08").&%+"2,"60.&&PJ19"F,"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"#$%&%"+%).#%&"H%/%".0&2".)2(#"/%0'4'2(&".,+"

*2/.0"6$.,4%&G"6$.,4%&"',"&%,&')'0'#'%&".,+"moresG"'**'4/.#'2,".,+"*(0#'6(0#(/.0'&*G"#$%"

d2(,#%/6(0#(/%G"+%1%/%,6%".,+".(#$2/'#8G".,#'O.(#$2/'#./'.,'&*G".,+"4%,%/.#'2,.0".,Q'%#'%&J"F,"

1.6#G"#$%"Lady Chatterley"#/'.0"$.+"12/%&$.+2H%+"#$'&J"Z$'0&#"'+%.&".)2(#"60.&&"H%/%"6%,#/.0"',"#$%"

62(/#/22*".,+"',"b.H/%,6%K&",2;%0"'#&%01G"&2"#22"H%/%"./4(*%,#&".)2(#"&%QG"+'11%/%,#"I',+&"21"

&%Q(.0")%$.;'2(/G"4%,+%/G".,+"+%1%/%,6%J"9$'&"(0#'*.#%08"*.I%&"12/"#22"0./4%".,+"62*-0%Q"."

#%//.',"#2"%Q-02/%"+%1','#';%08".,+"&2"#$.#"'&",2#".##%*-#%+"$%/%J"F,&#%.+G"H$.#"'&"(,+%/#.I%,"'&"."

&%0%6#';%"[2(/,%8"#$/2(4$"#$%"0.,+&6.-%"21"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"',"2/+%/"#2"%Q-02/%"

#$%"62,#2(/&"21"2,42',4"+%).#%&G".,+"#2"%Q.*',%"$2H"#$%8"6$.,4%+".,+"%;20;%+J"9$%"+'&6(&&'2,"

H'00"#.I%"H$.#"#$%"$'&#2/'.,"b'&."<'4%0"$.&"#%/*%+"V&-%6#.6(0./X".,+"V(,&-%6#.6(0./X"/2(#',%&"21"

6%,&2/&$'-"h"#$%"62(/#/22*"+/.*.&"and"#$%"%;%/8+.8"H2/I',4&"21G"12/"%Q.*-0%G"#$%"6';'0"&%/;'6%"h

.,+"1/.*%"#$%*".&"*(0#'+'*%,&'2,.0"62,#%&#&"H$'6$"#22I"-0.6%"H'#$',"#$%"62,#%Q#"21"H'+%/"

6(0#(/.0",.//.#';%&"./2(,+"-%/*'&&';%,%&&G"&%6(0./'&.#'2,G".,+"1%*','&*"H$'6$"62,;%/4%+"2,"

V2)&6%,'#8X".&"H%00".&"#$%".+[.6%,#"6.#%42/'%&"21"V-2/,24/.-$8X".,+"V)0.&-$%*8JX20"

"

Y%12/%"/%;'%H',4"#$%"%Q'&#',4"$'&#2/'24/.-$8G"'#"H'00")%"(&%1(0"#2")/'%108"+%1',%"&2*%"21"#$%"I%8"

#%/*&"(&%+"$%/%J"Vj)&6%,'#8X".,+"V-2/,24/.-$8X"./%"&2*%#'*%&"(&%+"',#%/6$.,4%.)08J"

?2H%;%/G"#$%"12/*%/"'&"62,6%';%+"$%/%".&"."*(6$")/2.+%/"6.#%42/8".,+".&"."#%6$,20248"21"

-20'#'6&J"j)&6%,'#8"6.,")%"(&%+"&#/.'4$#12/H./+08"#2"+%,2#%"."0%4.0"',&#/(*%,#".,+".&"."

+%&6/'-#';%"6.#%42/8"#2"/%1%/"#2".,+"(&(.008"+%,'4/.#%"."-./#'6(0./"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,"2/"6(0#(/.0"

./#%1.6#J"9$%/%12/%G"2)&6%,'#8"$.&")%%,"(&%+"$%/%"#2"/%1%/"#2")2#$"."&%#"21"0.H&".,+"#2"',+'6.#%"."

H'+%"/.,4%"21"*.#%/'.0"',60(+',4")(#",2#"0'*'#%+"#2"#$%"-2/,24/.-$'6"H$'6$"',#%/%&#%+".6#2/&"

$.;%".##%*-#%+"#2"6$./.6#%/'&%".,+"(0#'*.#%08"-/2&%6(#%".&"2)&6%,'#8J"j#$%/"4%,/%&"21"*.#%/'.0"

*'4$#"',60(+%")0.&-$%*2(&"#%Q#"2/"'*.4%/8G";'20%,#"1'0*&G"&(44%&#';%".+;%/#'&%*%,#&G"$2//2/"

!
!,  Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 2. 
"(  Lisa Z. Sigel, “Censorship in Inter-War Britain: Obscenity, Spectacle, and the Workings of the Liberal State,” O$0%,-8'$#'5$*)-8'
I)1+$%. 45:1 (2011), 61-83. 
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;'+%2#.-%G".,+"$2*2%/2#'6"-0.8&J"Z$%/%"#$%"#%/*"V2)&6%,'#8X"$.&")%%,"(&%+"',"#$%"+'&6(&&'2,G"

#$'&"'&",2#"#2"'*-08".";.0(%O[(+4%*%,#")(#"#2"/%1%/"#2"*.#%/'.0"#$.#".#"0%.&#"&2*%"-/%&&(/%"4/2(-&"

+%&6/')%+".&"2)&6%,%"2/"#/'%+"#2"-/2;%"2)&6%,%"H'#$',"#$%"0%4.0"+%1','#'2,"21"#$%"#%/*J"""

"

V72/,24/.-$8GX"2,"#$%"2#$%/"$.,+G"$.&")%%,"62,6%';%+"$%/%".&"."&()O6.#%42/8"21"2)&6%,'#8G"8%#"

2,%"#$.#"'&"&#'00"&(11'6'%,#08")/2.+"#2"%,62*-.&&"."H'+%"/.,4%"21"&%Q(.008"%Q-0'6'#"*.#%/'.0J"9$%"

+%1','#'2,"(&%+"$%/%"H'00")2//2H"1/2*"#$%"$'&#2/'.,"a.*'%"<#22-&K"(&%"21"#$%"#%/*"',"$%/")22I"

The Thorny PathG"(,+%/&#.,+',4"-2/,24/.-$8".&"V.,8"*.#%/'.0"',#%,+%+"#2"&%Q(.008"./2(&%G"

/%4./+0%&&"21"./#'&#'6"3(.0'#8G"*%+'(*G"2/".6#"+%-'6#%+JX21"!&"<#22-&"62,#%,+&G"#$'&")/2.+"

62,6%-#'2,"$.&"&()&#.,#'.0")%,%1'#&@"'#"-0.6%&"&%Q(.0"./2(&.0G"V#$%"*2&#".4/%%+"(-2,"%0%*%,#"21"

.,8"+%1','#'2,GX".#"'#&"6%,#/%k"'#"%&6$%H&".,8"'00(&2/8".,+"'*-0'6'#08"60.&&O).&%+"+'&#',6#'2,")%#H%%,"

V%/2#'6.X".,+"V-2/,24/.-$8kX"'#"*.I%&",2";.0(%O[(+4%*%,#G".,+"'#"+2%&",2#"/%3('/%"#$%"

(,,%6%&&./8"6.#%42/'&.#'2,"21"-2/,24/.-$8".&"+%-%,+%,#"2,"#$%".6#&"+%-'6#%+"H'#$',"'#"2/"#$%"

*%+'(*"'&"'#"12(,+"',J"Y2#$"V&21#62/%X".,+"V$./+62/%X"*.#%/'.0"'&"/%1%//%+"#2"$%/%".&"

-2/,24/.-$8J"Z$%/%"#$%&%"#%/*&"#$%*&%0;%&"./%"(&%+G"V&21#62/%X"/%1%/&"#2"V-',O(-X"&#80%"

-'6#(/%&"2/"'*.4%&"#$.#"*'4$#"&$2H"&%*'O,.I%+"2/",.I%+"*%,".,+"H2*%,G"21#%,"&(44%&#';%08"

-2&%+G"H$'0&#"V$./+62/%X"-2',#&"#2"*.#%/'.0"&$2H',4"&'*(0.#%+"2/".6#(.0"&%Q"N',60(+',4"2/.0"&%Q"

.,+"&6%,%&"H$%/%"#$%/%"*.8")%",2"',#%/62(/&%")(#G"12/"',&#.,6%G"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,&"21"Y5<M"

&6%,./'2&PJ"9$'&"'&"+'&#',6#"1/2*"."#/.+'#'2,"',"!*%/'6.".,+"R(/2-%"#2"(&%"#$%"#%/*"V&21#62/%X"#2"

+%&6/')%"%;%/8#$',4"(-"#2".6#(.0"2/"&'*(0.#%+"&%Q".,+"V$./+62/%X"/%&%/;%+"12/"*',2/'#8"&%Q(.0"

-/.6#'6%&J22 "

U)1#%$)%=$6CB)(6>*SCC$%6(B/1**

"

9$%/%"'&"."62,&'+%/.)0%")2+8"21"0'#%/.#(/%"2, "#$%"$'&#2/8"21"2)&6%,'#8".,+"-2/,24/.-$8"',"

R,40.,+J23"9$%"2/'4',.0"&#(+8"#$.#"2-%,%+"#$%"1022+4.#%&"12/"&6$20./08"$'&#2/'6.0"/%&%./6$"',#2"#$%"

-2/,24/.-$'6"4%,/%"H.&"<#%;%,"M./6(&K&"1.*2(&"-&86$2.,.08#'6.0"$'&#2/8"The Other Victorians"

!
"!  Jamie Stoops, 234'23$%,.'V-+36'V$%,$T%-Y3.'),'W-%8.'2H4,+)4+3E74,+0%.';%)+-), (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2018). I 
appreciate ‘material’ might create further complication as it leaves a problem in what is excluded, such as certain activities in 
lovemaking. As my focus here is on cultural representations rather than behaviour, I will persist with i. 
""  These are roughly the same definitions used in William Thompson, S$#+'7$%46'Z$%-8'7%01-&41'-T-),1+'V$%,$T%-Y3.'),';%)+-),'-,&'
LM4%)*- (London: Cassell, 1994). 
"# For the nineteenth century, the best place to start is Lisa Z. Sigel, K$:4%,),T'V84-10%416'V$%,$T%-Y3.'-,&'5$*)-8'73-,T4'),'W,T8-,&<'
ADACEABAG (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2002). There are also a number of older books on pornography and 
obscenity which are still useful: Alec Craig, 234';-,,4&';$$S1'$#'W,T8-,& (London: George Allen and Unwin, 1937); Alec Craig, 
LQ$:4'L88'P)Q4%+)41 (London: George Allen and Unwin, 1942); Alec Craig,';$$S16'L'I)1+$%.'$#'+34'7$,*4Y+)$,'$#'P)+4%-%.'!Q1*4,)+.'
(Cleveland: World Publishing, 1963); H. Montgomery Hyde,'L'I)1+$%.'$#'V$%,$T%-Y3. (London: Heinemann, 1964). !
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NBSWTPJ24"<()&%3(%,#08G"'#"$.&")%%,"#$%"BU#$".,+" BS#$"6%,#(/'%&"#$.#"$.;%"/%6%';%+"#$%"*2&#"

.##%,#'2,"1/2*"$'&#2/'.,&"21"2)&6%,'#8".,+" #$%/%12/%"'#"'&"0'#%/./8"2)&6%,'#8"#$.#"$.&"-/%+2*',.#%+"

',".6.+%*'6"&#(+'%&J"9$%"60.&&'6&"21"#$%"4%,/%G",2#",%6%&&./'08"62,1',%+"#2"R,40.,+"2/"Y/'#.',G"

',60(+%"F.,"M6d.0*.,K&"Radical Underworld"NBSUUP"H$'6$".+2-#%+"."0'#%/./8"&#.,6%".,+"%Q.*',%+"

#$%"[(,6#'2,")%#H%%,"-2/,24/.-$8G"-()0'&$',4".,+"/%;20(#'2,"',"%./08"BS#$"6%,#(/8"R,40.,+J25"

<'*'0./08G"c2)%/#"5./,#2,"',"The Literary Underground of the Old Regime"NBSUDP".,+"$'&"%+'#%+"

6200%6#'2,"Revolution in Print"NBSUSP"',;%&#'4.#%+"#$%"/%0.#'2,&$'-")%#H%%,"-2/,24/.-$8"-/2+(6#'2,"

.,+ "#$%"+%;%02-*%,#"21"/%;20(#'2,./8"&%,#'*%,#J26"Y2#$"#$%&%")22I&"62*-0%*%,#"#$%"H2/I"21"

b8,,"?(,#"H$2G"',"$%/"%+'#%+"6200%6#'2,&"Eroticism and the Body Politic"NBSSBP".,+"The Invention of 

Pornography"NBSSAP"+%*2,&#/.#%+"#$%"H.8&"#$.#"'+%.&"',"=/%,6$"-2/,24/.-$8"62,#/')(#%+"#2"#$%"

+%;%02-*%,#"21"/%;20(#'2,./8"#$2(4$#J27"

"

Z.0#%/"e%,+/'6IK&"0.,+*./I"&#(+8"The Secret Museum"NBSUTP"&'*'0./08"126(&%+"2,"0'#%/.#(/%G"

#/.6I',4"#$%"H.8&"-()0'6"*2/.0'#8"H.&"(&%+".&"."#220"21"&26'.0"62,#/20"',"Y/'#.',".,+"!*%/'6."',"

#$%"BS#$".,+" DE#$"6%,#(/'%&G"211%/',4"V."$'&#2/8"21"#$%"*2+%/,"&%,&')'0'#8".&"&%%,"#$/2(4$"#$%"

+'/#8")22IJX28"e%,+/'6I"./4(%+"#$.#"H$'0&#"#$%/%"$.+".0H.8&")%%,"V+'/#8")22I&X".,+"'*.4%&G"

V-2/,24/.-$8X"H.&".,"%&&%,#'.008"/%6%,#G"V*2+%/,X"-$%,2*%,2,".,+"#$.#"'#"H.&"#$%"4/2H#$"21"

0'#%/.68"/.#%&".&"H%00".&"#$%"%/2&'2,"21"#/.+'#'2,.0"60.&&"+'&#',6#'2,&G"62*)',%+"H'#$"#$%"/%.+8"

.;.'0.)'0'#8"21"-2-(0./"0'#%/.#(/%G"#$.#"12/6%+";./'2(&".(#$2/'#'%&"#2"60.*-"+2H,"2,"#$%"4%,/%G".,+"

e%,+/'6I"+%&6/')%&"&2*%"21"#$%"0%4.0").##0%&"#$.#"#22I"-0.6%"2,")2#$"&'+%&"21"#$%"!#0.,#'6"',"$'&"

-%/'2+J"F*-2/#.,#08"12/"#$%"-/%&%,#"+'&6(&&'2,G"e%,+/'6I"-2',#%+"2(#"#$.#"-2/,24/.-$8"62(0+",2#"

)%"+%1',%+")8"'#&"62,#%,#")(#"H.&"."6.#%42/8"#$.#",%%+%+"62,&#.,#"%,.6#*%,#G".,"2,42',4"

./4(*%,#".)2(#"H$.#"#8-%&"21"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,&"H%/%"V$./*1(0X"#2"&26'%#8J""

"

9$%/%"'&".0&2",2H"."6200%6#'2,"21"H2/I"#$.#"12/%1/2,#&"&2*%"21"#$%"62,#/.+'6#'2,&".,+".)&(/+'#'%&"

)%$',+"/%4'*%&"21"6%,&2/&$'-"',"Y/'#.',"N.&",2#%+".)2;%G"#$'&"6.,"&2*%#'*%&"6/%.#%"2;%/&'*-0'&#'6"

.662(,#&G".0#$2(4$"#$%/%"'&"6%/#.',08")%,%1'#"',"$'4$0'4$#',4"#$%"-/%-2&#%/2(&,%&&"21"R,40.,+K&"

6%,&2/&$'-"$'&#2/8PJ"9$'&"4%,/%"%Q#%,+&"1/2*"!0%6"d/.'4K&"The Banned Books of England"NBSATP"

#$/2(4$"#2"dJ?J"c20-$K&"Books in the Dock NBSWSP".,+"The Trial of Lady Chatterley"NBSWBPG"a2$,"

!
"$ Steven Marcus, 234'!+34%'`)*+$%)-,16'L'5+0&.'$#'54"0-8)+.'-,&'V$%,$T%-Y3.'),'Z)&EJ),4+44,+3E74,+0%.'W,T8-,& (London: Routledge, 
2017). 
"% Ian McCalman, 9-&)*-8'?,&4%H$%8&6'V%$Y34+1<'94:$80+)$,-%)41'-,&'V$%,$T%-Y34%1'),'P$,&$,<'AFBCEADGU (Cambridge: CUP, 1987). 
"+ Robert Darnton, 234'P)+4%-%.'?,&4%T%$0,&'$#'+34'!8&'94T)M4 (Harvard University Press, 1982); Robert Darnton and D. Roche 
(eds), 94:$80+)$,'),'V%),+6'234'V%411'),'=%-,*4<'AFFCEADUU (University of California Press, 1989). 
"& Lynn Hunt (ed.), W%$+)*)1M'-,&'+34';$&.'V$8)+)* (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1991); Lynn Hunt, 234'>,:4,+)$,'$#'V$%,$T%-Y3.<'
ACUUEADUU6'!Q1*4,)+.'-,&'+34'!%)T),1'$#'Z$&4%,)+. (New York, 1993). 
"'  Walter Kendrick, 234'54*%4+'Z0140M6'V$%,$T%-Y3.'),'Z$&4%,'708+0%4 (New York: Viking, 1987). 
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<(#$%/0.,+K&"Offensive Literature"NBSUDPG".,+"!0.,"9/.;'&K&"Bound and Gagged"NDEEEPG"#$%"0.&#"21"

H$'6$"'&"',#%,+%+"12/"."4%,%/.0".(+'%,6%J29"!&"'&"#$%"6.&%"H'#$"*.,8"&#(+'%&"21"6%,&2/&$'-G"#$%&%"

)22I&G"%&-%6'.008"9/.;'&K&G"#%,+"#2".+2-#"V#2-O+2H,X".--/2.6$%&"#$.#"126(&"2,"#$%"-2H%/&"21"#$%"

&#.#%J"Z$'0&#"#$'&"'&"'*-2/#.,#".,+"H'00".0H.8&")%",%6%&&./8"',".,8"%Q.*',.#'2,"21"6%,&2/&$'-".,+"

*2/.0"/%4(0.#'2,G"0%&&"$'&#2/'24/.-$'6.0"&-.6%"$.&")%%,"62**'##%+"#2"V1/2*")%02HX"12/6%&".,+"

-/%&&(/%&"&(6$".&"*2/.0"/%12/*"2/4.,'&.#'2,&"#$.#"H%/%",%;%/"#$%*&%0;%&"-./#"21"., "

VR&#.)0'&$*%,#JX""

"

F,"I%%-',4"H'#$"#$'&"#$%*%"21"#$%"%Q#/.O&#.#%"-20'6',4"21"2)&6%,'#8".,+"*2/.0'#8G"*2/%"/%6%,#08"

5%.,."?%.#$K&"Purifying Empire"NDEBEP"$.&"&#(+'%+"#$%"/%4(0.#'2,"21"2)&6%,'#8"62*-./.#';%08G"

022I',4".#"#$%"-20'#'6&"21"*2/.0"/%4(0.#'2,"',"Y/'#.',G"F,+'.G".,+"!(&#/.0'.J30"?%.#$"62,6%';%&"21"

#$'&".&"."6202,'.0"-/2[%6#"/.#$%/"#$.,"&'*-08"."&#.#%"2,%G"'#&%01"-./#"21"."H'+%/"*'&&'2,"21"V'*-%/'.0"

$84'%,%JX"F,"$%/"H2/IG"?%.#$"%6$2%&"b'&."<'4%0K&"6.00"#2"$'&#2/'.,&"21"2)&6%,'#8"#2"62,6%,#/.#%"2,"

V(,&-%6#.6(0./X"/2(#',%&"21"0.H"%,12/6%*%,#J31"!&"*%,#'2,%+".)2;%G"',"$%/"2H,".,.08&%&"21"

',#%/H./"Y/'#.',"<'4%0"$.&"./4(%+"#$.#"6%,&2/&$'-"2-%/.#%+"2,"#H2"+'11%/%,#"-0.,%&J"9$%"1'/&#"H.&"

#$%"V&-%6#.6(0./kX"#$%"$'4$O-/21'0%"6.&%&".,+"#/'.0&"#$.#"6.,")%"&#(+'%+".0*2&#"#$%.#/'6.008G"6%,&2/"

.,+"6%,&2/%+"V%,4.4%+"',"-/2#/.6#%+".,+"-/2+(6#';%"+'.024(%X"',"#$%"62(/#/22*"./%,.J32"9$%"

&%62,+G"0%&&"40.*2/2(&")(#"./4(.)08"*2/%"'*-2/#.,#"-0.,%"H%/%"#$2&%")%$',+O#$%O&6%,%&"

',&#.,6%&"21"6%,&2/&$'-"#$.#"+'+",2#".0H.8&"*.I%"'#"#2"#/'.0".,+"+'+",2#"%,+"(-"&-0.&$%+".6/2&&"

,%H&-.-%/&@"&%'_(/%&".#"d(&#2*&">"RQ6'&%G"+%,'.0&"21"1(,+',4"#2"-./#'6(0./"./#"-/2[%6#&G"&()#0%"

#$/%.#&"1/2*"*2/.0".6#';'&#&"#2",%H&.4%,#&"#2"H'#$+/.H"#$%'/"&.0%"21"-2/,24/.-$8G"&%01O

6%,&2/&$'-G".,+"*2/%J"F,"#$'&"#$%&'&".,"%112/#"$.&")%%,"*.+%"#2"62*)',%")2#$"6.#%42/'%&J""

"

!4.',G"#$2(4$G"$'&#2/'6.0"',;%&#'4.#'2,&"21"2)&6%,'#8"$.;%"62,6%,#/.#%+"2,"#$%"0'#%/./8".,+"#$'&"

$.&"&I%H%+"',;%&#'4.#'2,"#2H./+&"%0'#%"62,&(*-#'2,J"M2/%"/%6%,#08G"a.*'%"<#22-&K"The Thorny 

Path"NDEBUP"-/2;'+%+"."&26'.0"$'&#2/8"21"-2/,24/.-$8".,+"'#&"/%4(0.#'2,G")/',4',4"$%/",.//.#';%"

1'/*08"',#2"#$%"1'/&#"$.01"21"#$%"DE#$"6%,#(/8".,+".++/%&&',4",2#"[(&#"#$%"6(0#(/.0"$'&#2/8"21"

-2/,24/.-$8")(#".0&2"#$%"-/.6#'6.0'#'%&"21"#$%"-/2+(6#'2,G"+'&#/')(#'2,".,+"62,&(*-#'2,"21"'#J33"

<#22-&"126(&%&"2,"#$%"V)(&',%&&"2-%/.#'2,&".,+"+.'08"H2/I',4&"21"#$%"-2/,24/.-$8"#/.+%X".,+"',"

!
",   Alec Craig, 234';-,,4&';$$S1'$#'W,T8-,& (London: George Allen and Unwin, 1937); C.H. Rolph, ;$$S1'),'+34'($*S (London: 
Deutsch, 1969); C.H. Rolph (ed.), 234'2%)-8'$#'P-&.'73-++4%84.6'94T),-':@'V4,T0),';$$S1<'P+&'a'234'2%-,1*%)Y+'$#'+34'2%)-8 ([S.I.: Penguin 
Books, 1961); John Sutherland,'!##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%46'(4*4,1$%13)Y'),';%)+-),<'ABXUEABD ̂(London: Junction Books, 1982); Alan Travis, 
;$0,&'-,&'K-TT4&6'L'14*%4+'3)1+$%.'$#'*4,1$%13)Y'),';%)+-), (London: Profile, 2000). !
#( Deana Heath, V0%)#.),T'WMY)%46'!Q1*4,)+.'-,&'+34'V$8)+)*1'$#'Z$%-8'94T08-+)$,'),';%)+-),<'>,&)-<'-,&'L01+%-8)- (Cambridge: CUP, 2010).  
#!  Deana Heath, “Obscenity, Censorship, and Modernity,” in Simon Eliot and Jonathan Rose (eds), L'7$MY-,)$,'+$'+34'I)1+$%.'$#'
+34';$$S (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2007), 508-519; Sigel, “Censorship in Inter-War Britain,” 61-83. 
#" Sigel, “Censorship in Inter-War Britain,” 62.  
## Stoops, 234'23$%,.'V-+3@ 
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+2',4"&2"#$%"&#(+8"V;'%H&"-2/,24/.-$8"&'*(0#.,%2(&08".&"."62**2+'#8".,+".&"."-/.6#'6%"/22#%+"

',"$'&#2/'6.008"&-%6'1'6"*.#%/'.0"62,+'#'2,&JX34"<#22-&K")22I"'&"."-/'*%"%Q.*-0%"21"#$%"%11%6#';%"

62*)',.#'2,"21"&26'.0".,+"6(0#(/.0".--/2.6$%&"',"#$%&%"I',+&"21"$'&#2/'%&J35""

"

? '&#2/'6.0"&#(+'%&"21"2)&6%,'#8"$.;%".0&2")%%,").&%+"2,"#$%"-./#'6(0./"4%,/%"21"#$%"*.#%/'.0G"12/"

%Q.*-0%"&%Q(.0"%Q-0'6'#,%&&".,+"-2/,24/.-$8G";'20%,#"1'0*".,+ ";'+%2#.-%G"2/")0.&-$%*2(&".,+"

/%0'4'2(&08"211%,&';%"-()0'6.#'2,&J"9$%"#$%*%&"21"6%,&2/&$'-".,+"*2/.0"62,#/20"$.;%G"12/"

',&#.,6%G")%%,"4';%,".##%,#'2,")8"&6$20./&"21"#%0%;'&'2,G"#$%.#/%G".,+"6',%*.J"F,"-./#'6(0./G"

!,#$2,8"!0+4.#%G"a.*%&"c2)%/#&2,".,+"a(0'.,"7%#0%8"$.;%"-/2+(6%+";20(*%&"21"/'42/2(&"

$'&#2/'%&"2, "&6/%%,".,+"&#.4%"6%,&2/&$'-"',"*2+%/,"Y/'#.',J36"b'#%/.#(/%G",%H&-.-%/&G"*.4._',%&"

.,+"#$%"(,+%/4/2(,+"V.0#%/,.#';%X"-/%&&"$.;%".0&2")%%,"#$%"2)[%6#&"21"."&()&#.,#'.0",(*)%/"21"

%Q.*',.#'2,&"#$.#"$.;%"211%/%+"',&'4$#"',#2"#$%"-/2+(6#'2,".,+"/%6%-#'2,"21"62,#/2;%/&'.0G"

211%,&';%G"2)&6%,%".,+"V)2/+%/0',%"*.#%/'.0GX".&"H%00".&"$2H"+'11%/%,#".6#2/&"$.;%"#/'%+"#2"%'#$%/"

',6/%.&%"2/"/%&'&#"62,#/20J37"?2H%;%/G"2,%"+'&.+;.,#.4%"21"#$%&%"&#(+'%&"'&"#$.#"#$/2(4$"#$%"

-/2+(6#';%"%Q%/6'&%"21".,.08&',4"2,%"4%,/%G"#$%*%"2/"*%+'(*"+%%-08".,+"',"+%#.'0G"#$%/%"'&"."

&()&(*-#'2,"21"*2/%"62*-./.#';%".,40%&"H$'6$"*.8"2)&6(/%"',#%/%&#',4",(.,6%&"',"/%0.#'2,"#2"

$2H"211%,&';%"*.#%/'.0"H.&";'%H%+"+%-%,+%,#"2,"#$%"6$./.6#%/'&#'6&".,+"3(.0'#'%&"21"+'11%/%,#"

4%,/%&".,+"*%+'(*&J"=2/"',&#.,6%G",%H%/"*%+'."12/*&"0'I%"#%0%;'&'2,"&%%*%+"#2"-/%&%,#".",%H"

-2#%,68".,+"(,'3(%"#$/%.#")%6.(&%"#$%'/"'**%+'.#%";'&(.0",.#(/%"h"H'#$"'*.4%&")%.*%+"+'/%6#08"

',#2"#$%"1.*'08"$2*%".,+"+2*%&#'6"&%##',4"h"6/%.#%+".,Q'%#'%&"./2(,+"'*'#.#'2,".,+"62//(-#'2,J"

"

!
#$ Ibid., 4-5.  
#% Peter Mandler, “The Problem with Cultural History,”'708+0%-8'-,&'5$*)-8'I)1+$%. 1:1 (2004), 94-117.!
#+ See in particular: Julian Petley,'=)8M'-,&'`)&4$'74,1$%13)Y'),'Z$&4%,';%)+-),'(Edinburgh, 2011); Julian Petley and Philip French, 
74,1$%),T'+34'Z$:),T'>M-T4'(London, 2007); Antony Aldgate and James Robertson, 74,1$%13)Y'),'234-+%4'-,&'7),4M-'(Edinburgh, 
2005); Anthony Aldgate and Jeffrey Richards, ;41+'$#';%)+)136'7),4M-'-,&'5$*)4+.'#%$M'ABbU'+$'+34'V%414,+'(London, 1999); Anthony 
Aldgate,'74,1$%13)Y'-,&'+34'V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+.6';%)+)13'7),4M-'-,&'234-+%4'ABCCEABXC (Oxford, 1995); James Robertson, 234'I)&&4,'
7),4M-6';%)+)13'=)8M'74,1$%13)Y'),'L*+)$,'ABAbEABF ̂(London, 1993). See also: Steve Nicholson, 234'74,1$%13)Y'$#';%)+)13'(%-M-<'ABUUE
ABXD<'`$80M4'=$0%6'234'5)"+)41'(Exeter, 2015); Jack Williams, W,+4%+-),),T'+34'J-+)$,6'L'5$*)-8'I)1+$%.'$#';%)+)13'2484:)1)$, (Stroud, 
2004); Tony Currie, L'7$,*)14'I)1+$%.'$#';%)+)13'2484:)1)$,<'ABbUÊUUU'(Tiverton, 2004); Dominic Shellard, Steve Nicholson and 
Miriam Handley, 234'P$%&'73-MQ4%8-),'94T%4+16';%)+)13'5+-T4'74,1$%13)Y'-,&'94-&4%1c'94Y$%+1'#%$M'AD^G'+$'ABXD'(London, 2004); John 
Johnston, 234'P$%&'73-MQ4%8-),c1';804'V4,*)8 (London, 1990). 
#& John Sutherland is perhaps the most authoritative voice on the modern history of literature censorship. See in particular his 
!##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%46'(4*4,1$%13)Y'),';%)+-),'ABXUEABD^'(London, 1982). See also: Joseph Brooker, ‘The art of offence: British literary 
censorship since 1971’ in David Bradshaw and Rachel Potter, V%0&41'$,'+34'V%$H86'=)*+)$,'-,&'!Q1*4,)+.'),'W,T8-,&<'ADCU'+$'+34'V%414,+'
(-.  (Oxford, 2013); Julian Petley, 74,1$%),T'+34'R$%& (Oxford, 2007); Robert Darnton,'74,1$%1'-+'R$%S6'I$H'5+-+41'53-Y4&'P)+4%-+0%4 
(London, 2014). On newspapers and magazines see, for example: Adrian Bingham, =-M)8.'J4H1Y-Y4%16'54"<'V%):-+4'P)#4<'-,&'+34'
;%)+)13'V$Y08-%'V%411'ABADEABFD'(Oxford, 2009); Adrian Bingham and Martin Conboy, 2-Q8$)&'74,+0%.6'234'V$Y08-%'V%411'),';%)+-),<'
ADBX'+$'+34'Y%414,+ (Oxford, 2015); Harry Cocks, ‘“The Social Picture of Our Own Times”: Reading Obscene Magazines in Mid-
Twentieth-Century Britain’, 2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 27 (2016), pp. 171-194; Kevin Williams, 94-&'-88'-Q$0+')+]'L'I)1+$%.'$#'+34'
;%)+)13'J4H1Y-Y4% (London, 2009); Colin Seymour!Ure, 234'V%411'-,&';%$-&*-1+),T'1),*4'ABGC (2nd edn., Oxford, 1996); James Curran 
and Jean Seaton, V$H4%'H)+3$0+'941Y$,1)Q)8)+.6'234'V%411<';%$-&*-1+),T'-,&'J4H'Z4&)-'),';%)+-), (7th edn., London, 2009). On the 
underground alternative press in particular, see: Nigel Fountain, ?,&4%T%$0,&6'234'P$,&$,'L8+4%,-+):4'V%411'ABXXEFG (London, 1988); 
Bob Dickinson,'>MY%),+),T'+34'5+)*S16'234'L8+4%,-+):4'V%411';4.$,&'P$,&$,'(Aldershot, 1997); D. Huxley, J-1+.'2-8416'54"<'(%0T1<'9$*S'
c,c'9$88'-,&'`)$84,*4'),'+34';%)+)13'?,&4%T%$0,&'(Manchester, 2001); Elizabeth Nelson, 234';%)+)13'7$0,+4%E708+0%4'ABXXEFb6'L'5+0&.'$#'+34'
?,&4%T%$0,&'V%411'(London, 1989). 
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!4.',G"#$2(4$G"#$%"&26'2024'6.0"126(&"21"#$%")22I"'&";%/8"*(6$".,6$2/%+"',"#$%"-/%&%,#".,+"

&2*%"21"#$%"2)[%6#&"21"',;%&#'4.#'2,"h"V-20'#'6.0"62//%6#,%&&GX"12/"',&#.,6%"h"./%"(,6/'#'6.008"#.I%,"

12/"4/.,#%+"H$%,"'#"-%/$.-&"*.8")%"*2/%"(&%1(0"#2"+%62,&#/(6#"#$%"*%.,',4&".,+"2/'4',&"21"
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F,".++'#'2,G".0#$2(4$"#$'&"H'00")%"#$%"&()[%6#"21"."*2/%"&()&#.,#'.0"/%;'%H"',"0.#%/"&%6#'2,&G"#$%/%"

'&",2H"."0./4%")2+8"21"&6$20./&$'-"2,"1%*','&#".--/2.6$%&"#2"2)&6%,'#8".,+"-2/,24/.-$8J"9$'&"'&"

*2&#"H%'4$#%+"',"#$%"+'/%6#'2,"21"V.,#'-2/,24/.-$8X"1%*','&#&"H$2"&()&6/')%"#2"&2*%"62,6%-#"

21"V6.(&.0'&*X"',"%11%6#&"&#(+'%&J"9$'&"%11%6#&"-./.+'4*")%6.*%"-2-(0./"',"1%*','&#"N.&"H%00".&"

`%H"c'4$#P"6'/60%&"1/2*"#$%"BSTE&".,+"#.I%&"&%/'2(&08"#$%"'+%."#$.#"6%/#.',"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,&"0'I%"

;'20%,#"-2/,24/.-$8G"1'0*&"+%-'6#',4"&%Q";'20%,#08"2/")2,+.4%"*.4._',%&"*'4$#"0%.+"#2"6%/#.',"

I',+&"21"62-86.#")%$.;'2(/&"',"N*.0%P"62,&(*%/&J"!&"H'00")%"&%%, G"#$'&")('0#"2,"%Q'&#',4"'+%.&"

.)2(#"#$%".)'0'#8"21"6%/#.',"I',+&"21"*.#%/'.0"#2"V+%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#X"#$2&%"H$2"*'4$#")%"

V2-%,X"#2")%',4"+%-/.;%+".,+"62//(-#%+")(#"'#"4.;%"'#".",%H".,+"*2/%"%Q-0'6'#08"4%,+%/%+"&-',J40"

!,#'-2/,24/.-$8"1%*','&#&"#$%*&%0;%&G"$2H%;%/G"6.*%"(-".4.',&#"6/'#'6'&*"1/2*"V.,#'O

!
#'  Caspar Melville, 2-S),T'!##4,*46'234'V$8)+)*1'$#'>,&)T,-+)$, (London: Seagull, 2009). 
#,  Richard King, !,'!##4,*46'234'V$8)+)*1'$#'>,&)T,-+)$, (Melbourne: Scribe, 2013). 
$( Some of the classic statements on this idea include ‘pornography is the theory, and rape is the practice’: Robin Morgan, 
‘Theory and Practice: Pornography and Rape’ in K$),T'2$$'=-%6'234'V4%1$,-8'73%$,)*84'$#'-'=4M),)1+ (New York, NY: Vintage Books, 
1978); Andrea Dworkin, V$%,$T%-Y3.6'Z4,'V$11411),T'R$M4, (London: The Women’s Press, 1981); Gail Dines, V$%,8-,&6'I$H'
V$%,$T%-Y3.'3-1'I)d-*S4&'$0%'54"0-8'708+0%4 (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 2010). 
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60.&&"[(/8")(#"#$%"V62/%".&&(*-#'2,X"#$.#"4('+%&"R,40'&$"2)&6%,'#8"0.H"1/2*"#$%"BSth"6%,#(/8"

2,H./+&J"<%Q(.008"%Q-0'6'#")22I&"H%/%".002H%+"#2"6'/6(0.#%"'1"#$%8"H%/%"%Q-%,&';%".,+"2,08"0'I%08"

#2")%"/%.+")8"."-./#'6(0./G"V/%1',%+X".(+'%,6%J"F,"2#$%/"H2/+&G"2)&6%,'#8"H.&".00".)2(#"H$2"62(0+"

)%"#/(&#%+".,+"',;%&#'4.#',4"'#&"$'&#2/8"#$/2H&"(-"I%8"3(%&#'2,&"./2(,+"'+%.&"21"/%&-2,&')'0'#8"

.,+ "422+"6$./.6#%/J"?%/%"?'00'./+"+/.H&"2,"F.,"?(,#%/G"5.;'+"<.(,+%/&G".,+"5(4.0+"

Z'00'.*&2,K&"62,6%-#"21"V;./'.)0%"2)&6%,'#8GX"/%1%//',4"#2"#$%"'+%."#$.#"V.")22IK&".66%-#.)'0'#8"

+%-%,+&"2,"H$2"'&"/%.+',4"'#X"',".++'#'2,"#2"#$%")22IK&"62,#%,#"'#&%01J43"F,62*%".,+"H%.0#$"H%/%"
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/%.+',4"*.#%/'.0J"?'00'./+"-.8&"-./#'6(0./".##%,#'2,"#2"6$.,4%&"',"\'6#2/'.,"&26'%#8".,+"6(0#(/%@"

6$.,4%&"',"#$%"1/.,6$'&%G"#$%")%4',,',4&"21"+%*26/.68G"4/2H',4"%+(6.#'2,".,+"0'#%/.68"/.#%&G".,+"

#$%"3(%&#'2,&"#$%"R&#.)0'&$*%,#"H%/%".&I',4"#$%*&%0;%&".)2(#"*.,.4',4".00"#$%&%"#/.,&'#'2,&G"

,2#',4"#$.#"#$%"%;20(#'2,"21"#$%"R,40'&$"2)&6%,'#8"0.H"H2(0+")%./"#$%"V'*-/',#X"21"#$%&%"+%).#%&"

.)2(#"0'#%/.68".,+"6'#'_%,&$'-J44"!1#%/"#$%"\'6#2/'.,"-%/'2+G"R,40'&$"2)&6%,'#8"0.H"&#.8%+"*2/%"2/"

0%&&"#$%"&.*%G"/%-0'6.#',4"BS#$"6%,#(/8"'+%.&".)2(#"H$2"62(0+")%"#/(&#%+"#2"/%.+".&"#$'&"I',+"21"

#$',I',4")%6.*%"%*)%++%+"',"#$%"0%4.0"-/26%&&%&"H%00"',#2"#$%"DEth"6%,#(/8J"!&",2#%+".)2;%G"

H$'0&#"#$'&"'&".00"#/(%"'#"'&"./4(%+"$%/%"#$.#"1/2*"#$%"BSTE&"2,H./+&"2)&6%,'#8")%6.*%".)2(#"*(6$"

*2/%"#$.,"60.&&G"6'#'_%,&$'-".,+"+%*26/.68G"',62/-2/.#',4",%H%/"62,6%/,&"./2(,+"4%,%/.#'2,.0"

+'11%/%,6%&G"/%0'4'2(&"6$.,4%G"',6/%.&',4"-0(/.0'&*G".,+",%H"',#%00%6#(.0"(,+%/&#.,+',4&"21"#$%"

+8,.*'6&"21"-2H%/"',"/%0.#'2,"#2"/.6%G"4%,+%/G".,+"&%Q(.0'#8J"
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!
$!  For instance, Brian McNair, ‘Rethinking the Effects Paradigm in Porn Studies,’ V$%,'5+0&)41 1:1-2, pp. 161-171; Robbie 
Duschinsky, ‘The Emergence of Sexualization as a Social Problem, 1981-2010,’ 5$*)-8'V$8)+)*1 20:1 (2013), 137-156. 
$" Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+.. 
$# Ian Hunter, David Saunders, and Dugald Williamson, !,'V$%,$T%-Y3.6'P)+4%-+0%4<'54"0-8)+.'-,&'!Q1*4,)+.'P-H (Basingstoke: 
Macmillan, 1993), 10, 73.!
$$ Hilliard, Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 2. !
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5%&-'#%"."/.,4%"21"&2(/6%"*.#%/'.0G"#$%"#$%&'&"+2%&",2#"62;%/"%;%/8#$',4"#$.#"62(0+")%"&.'+"2,"

#$'&"&()[%6#J"`2"#'*%".#".00"'&"&-%,#"62,&'+%/',4"#$%"'&&(%&"21"V-20'#'6.0"6%,&2/&$'-X"2/"&#.#%"

&%6/%68"H$'6$"/.'&%"+'11%/%,#"&%#&"21"3(%&#'2,&J45"<2*%"6(0#(/.0"4%,/%&G"-./#'6(0./08"*(&'6G"./%"

!
$%  David Vincent,'234'708+0%4'$#'54*%4*.6';%)+-),<'ADb^EABBD (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1999); K.D. Ewing and C. A. Gearty, 234'
5+%0TT84'#$%'7):)8'P)Q4%+)416'V$8)+)*-8'=%44&$M'-,&'+34'9084'$#'P-H'),';%)+-),<'ABAGEABGC (Oxford: OUP, 2000).!
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B^'(Aldershot: Arena, 1996). !
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Davis, 234'54"0-8'5+-+46'54"0-8)+.'-,&'5*$++)13'K$:4%,-,*4<'ABCUEDU (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2014).  
$'  Sarah Bull, “Digital archives and the history of pornography,” V$%,'5+0&)41 1 (2014), 402.!
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restraint was also common in the US. See Hilliard, L  Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 6.!
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!
%( Patrick J. Kearney, L'I)1+$%.'$#'W%$+)*'P)+4%-+0%4 (London: Parragon, 1982). 49–50; David Saunders, “Copyright, Obscenity and 
Literary History,” WPI' 57:2 (1990), 431-44, 436-7; `4,01'),'+34'78$)1+4% appears in Bradford K. Mudge (ed.), R34,'+34'=8413';4*$M41'
R$%&6'L,'L,+3$8$T.'$#'W-%8.'W)T3+44,+3E74,+0%.'P)Q4%+),4'P)+4%-+0%4 (New York: OUP, 2004), 145-232.!
%! Hilliard, L  Z-++4%'$#'$Q1*4,)+., 5.!
%" On obscene libel, see: Colin Manchester, “A History of the Crime of Obscene Libel,” O$0%,-8'$#'P4T-8'I)1+$%. 12:1 (1991), 36-57; 
Natalie Pryor, “The 1857 Obscene Publications Act: Debate, Definition and Dissemination, 1857-1868” (MPhil thesis, University 
of Southampton, 2014), 34.       
%# M.J.D Roberts, Z-S),T'W,T8)13'Z$%-816'`$80,+-%.'L11$*)-+)$,'-,&'Z$%-8'94#$%M'),'W,T8-,&<'AFDFEADDX (Cambridge: CUP, 2004). 
%$ Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 5. 
%% Iain McCalman, “Unrespectable Radicalism: Infidels and Pornography in Early Nineteenth-Century London,”'V-1+'-,&'V%414,+'
104 (1984), 74-110; Pryor, “The 1857 Obscene Publications Act,” 34. !
%+ For a full overview of the 1857 Act, see: M.J.D Roberts, “Morals, Art and the Law: the Passing of the Obscene Publications 
Act 1857,” `)*+$%)-,'5+0&)41 29 (1985), pp. 609-629.!
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%& Kendrick, 234'54*%4+'Z0140M, 116.  
%' Hilliard, L' Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 15.!
%, Under the 701+$M1'7$,1$8)&-+)$,'L*+'1876 
+( For more detail on this case, see: K.E. Mullin, “Unmasking The Confessional Unmasked: The 1868 Hicklin Test and the 
Toleration of Obscenity,” W-%8.'P)+4%-%.'I)1+$%. 85:2 (2018), 471-499; Dominic Janes, “The Confessional Unmasked: Religious 
Merchandise and Obscenity in Victorian England,” `)*+$%)-,'P)+4%-+0%4'-,&'708+0%4 41:4 (2013), 677-690; A. Barrister,'234'7-14'$#'
e234'7$,#411)$,-8'?,M-1S4&_6';4),T'-'94Y$%+'$#'+34'V%$*44&),T1'-+'R$8:4%3-MY+$,<'-,&'),'+34'7$0%+'$#'/044,c1';4,*3<'),'+34'Z-++4%'$#'+34'LYY4-8'
e5*$++':@'O01+)*41'$#'R$8:4%3-MY+$,_!f'H)+3'5$M4'V%4#-+$%.'94M-%S1 (London: A. Gadsbey, 1868).!
+! Hilliard, A Matter of Obscenity, 15. 
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+" Ibid. 
+# Hilliard, Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 18.!
+$ On obscenity law in the period between Hicklin and the 1959 reforms of the law, see: Cocks, “The Social Picture.”!
+% Radclyffe Hall, 234'R488'$#'P$,48),411 (Paris: Pegasus Press, 1928). For the case against the book, see: Alistair McCleery, “Banned 
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++ 534##)48&'>,&4Y4,&4,+ (17 November 1928). 
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V#.I%,".&"."H$20%X"$.+"#$%"%11%6#"21"#%,+',4"#2"V+%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#"-%/&2,&"0'I%08G"$.;',4"

/%4./+"#2".00"/%0%;.,#"6'/6(*&#.,6%&G"#2"/%.+G"&%%"2/"$%./"'#JX72"9$%"024'6"H.&"#$.#". "-()0'6.#'2,"

!
+& Stanley Kaufman, 234'V3)8-,&4%4%'gR)+3'+34'10MM),TE0Y'Q.'Z%@'O01+)*4'5+-Q84'),'e234'V3)8-,&4%4%_'*-14<'-+'+34'74,+%-8'7%)M),-8'7$0%+<'^'
O08.'ABCGh (London: Secker & Warburg, 1954). !
+'  Anton Kirchofer, “The Making of the 1959 Obscene Publications Act: Trials and Debates on Literary Obscenity in Britain 
before the Case of Lady Chatterley,” in'P)+4%-%.'2%)-816'W"*4Y+)$'L%+1'-,&'234$%)41'$#'P)+4%-+0%4'),'7$0%+, ed. Ralf Gruttemeir (New 
York: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016) 
+, Ibid; Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+.@ 
&( Adrian Hardiman, “The Trial of ?8.1141, 1933,”'(0Q8),'?,):4%1)+.'P-H'O$0%,-8 33 (2011), 42-61; Hilliard, Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 79. 
&! For more detail on the passage of the act, see: Kirchofer, “The Making of the 1959 Obscene Publications Act”; J.E. Hall 
Williams, “The Obscene Publications Act, 1959,” 234'Z$&4%,'P-H'94:)4H 23 (1960), 285-290. !
&" !Q1*4,4'V0Q8)*-+)$,1'L*+ (London: HMSO, 1959). !
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$'4$0'4$#',4"#$.#"V2)&6%,'#8X"H.&",2#"*%/%08"&%Q(.008"%Q-0'6'#"*.#%/'.0J"j;%/"#'*%"'#"H.&"
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Y(#"#$%"j7!"H.&",2#"#$%"2,08"/%0%;.,#"0%4'&0.#'2,".,+"#$%/%"H%/%"'*-2/#.,#"0%4.0",(.,6%&"

./2(,+"#$%"/%4(0.#'2,"21"+'11%/%,#"6(0#(/.0"*%+'(*&J":,#'0"BSWUG"12/"%Q.*-0%G"'#"H.&"#$%"/20%"21"
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!
&# In 7-8&4%':'V$H488 (1965) the ruling stated, “a tendency to deprave or corrupt may be defined as a tendency to make people 
behave worse, more violently, or be more addicted to drugs than they otherwise would be.”!
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!
&$ Johnston, 234'P$%&'73-MQ4%8-),c1';804'V4,*)8. 
&% Ibid.  
&+ Parliamentary Debates (Lords), ‘Theatre Censorship,’ 17 February 1966, vol. 272, cols. 1169-1248, 
&& On theatre censorship and this system of regulation, see: David Thomas, David Carlton and Anne Etienne, 234-+%4'74,1$%13)Y6'
=%$M'R-8Y$84'+$'R)81$,'(Oxford: OUP, 2007); Guy Phelps,'=)8M'74,1$%13)Y (London: Victor Gollancz, 1975); Richard Findlater, 
;-,,4&]'L'94:)4H'$#'234-+%)*-8'74,1$%13)Y'),';%)+-), (London: MacGibbon & Kee, 1967); Nicholson, 234'74,1$%13)Y'$#';%)+)13'(%-M-<'
ABUUEABXD@ 
&' On film censorship, see: Neville March Hunnings, =)8M'74,1$%1'-,&'+34'P-H (London: George Allen and Unwin, 1967); 
Robertson,'234'I)&&4,'7),4M-@!
&, David Williams, “The ‘Cinematograph Act’ of 1909: An Introduction to the Impetus behind the Legislation and Some Early 
Effects,” =)8M'I)1+$%.'B:4 (1997), 341-350. 
'(  John Trevelyan, the secretary of the BBFC in the 1950s and 1960s liked to view himself as a partner in an artistic enterprise 
rather than a “censor.” See: John Trevelyan, R3-+'+34'74,1$%'5-H (London: Michael Joseph, 1973), 207-11. !
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126(&%+"2,"&-%6'1'6"./%.&"21"62,6%/,J"9$'&"$.&"*%.,#"#$.#"."H$20%"&*2/4.&)2/+"21".6#&G"
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V',+%6%,#X".,+"V2)&6%,%X"*.#%/'.0k"#$%"Post Office Act"BSmA"-/2$')'#%+"V2)&6%,%X"*.#%/'.0")%',4"

&%,#"#$/2(4$"#$%"*.'0&k"#$% Children and Young Persons (Harmful Publications) Act"BSmm").,,%+"

62*'6&"#$2(4$#"#2")%"$./*1(0"2/"62//(-#',4"#2"6$'0+/%,k"#$% Protection of Children Act BSTU"

6/'*',.0'&%+"',+%6%,#"-$2#24/.-$&"21"*',2/&k"#$% Indecent Displays (Control) Act BSUB"-/%;%,#%+"

#$%"+'&-0.8"21"V',+%6%,#X"*.#%/'.0"#2"#$%"(,&(&-%6#',4"-()0'6k"#$% Cinematograph (Amendment) Act"
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&$2-&k"#$%"Video Recordings Act BSUi")/2(4$#";'+%2#.-%&"(,+%/"&#.#%"62,#/20k"#$% Telecommunications 

Act BSUi"/%',%+"',"V2)&6%,%"#%0%-$2,%"6.00&kX"#$%"Cinemas Act BSUm"+%.0#"H'#$")24(&"6',%*."
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-2/,24/.-$'6"'*.4%&J"9$'&"2;%/;'%H"'&",2#"62*-0%#%G")(#"'#"4';%&".,"'+%."21"#$%"0%4'&0.#';%"

0.)8/',#$"62,&#/(6#%+"',"R,40.,+"#2"/%4(0.#%"2)&6%,'#8".,+"211%,&';%"*.#%/'.0J"F#"'&".0&2"H2/#$"

!
'!  Mike Hally, “Local Authorities and Film Censorship: A Historical Account of the Naughty Pictures Committees in Sale and 
Manchester,” W,+4%+-),M4,+'-,&'5Y$%+1'P-H'O$0%,-8'11:1 (2013), 1-20; Hilliard,'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 51. 
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"
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M%#/2-20'#.,"720'6%G"#$%"72&#"j11'6%G".,+" &2*%#'*%&"#$%"02/+"6$.,6%002/J"F#"'&"H2/#$")/'%108"

2(#0',',4"#$%"/%*'#"21"&2*%"21"#$%&%"211'6'.0")2+'%&J"<2*%"21"#$%"*2&#"',#%/%&#',4"/%10%6#'2,&"2,"

2)&6%,'#8"$.--%,%+"H'#$',"#$%"577G"2;%/&%%,")8"#$%"+'/%6#2/"21"-()0'6"-/2&%6(#'2,&J"9$'&"-2&#"

H.&"%&#.)0'&$%+"',"BUTS".&"-/';.#%"-/2&%6(#'2,&"H%/%"4/.+(.008"/%-0.6%+"H'#$"."&#.#%"*2,2-208"2,"

6/'*',.0"-/26%%+',4&"N,%;%/"H$2008"62*-0%#%+PJ82"L%,%/.008G"6/'*',.0"-/2&%6(#'2,&"H%/%"

',&#'#(#%+")8"026.0"-20'6%"12/6%&".,+"#$%"577"0'*'#%+"'#&"/%*'#"#2"6.&%&"21",.#'2,.0"&'4,'1'6.,6%J"

Y%12/%"#$%"<%62,+"Z2/0+"Z./G"'#"H.&"62**2,"12/"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%"#2".&I"#$%"577"#2"','#'.#%"."

-/2&%6(#'2,J"!1#%/"#$%"Z./G"$2H%;%/G"#$%"577"#/'%+"#2"*.',#.',"."0%;%0"21"',+%-%,+%,6%J83"9$%"

-2&#"21"+'/%6#2/"'#&%01"H.&".",2,O-20'#'6.0"6';'0"&%/;'6%"-2&'#'2,J"

"

9$%"1'/&#"+'/%6#2/"',"#$%"-%/'2+"%Q.*',%+"$%/%"H.&"<'/"`2/*.,"<I%0$2/,G"."0.H8%/")2/,"',"BSES"

',"L02&&2-"H$2"H.&"6.00%+"#2"#$%")./"',"BSAB".4%+"DB".,+"H$2")('0#"."&(66%&&1(0"Z%&#%/,"6'/6('#"

-/.6#'6%G"$20+',4";./'2(&"-2&'#'2,&"+(/',4"#$%"Z./".,+")%62*',4"."od"',"BSmiJ"<I%0$2/,".0&2"

&%/;%+".&"#$%"c%62/+%/"21"708*2(#$")%#H%%,"BSmi".,+"BSWD".,+"#$%,"72/#&*2(#$"(,#'0"BSWi"

H$%,"$%"H.&"(,%Q-%6#%+08"211%/%+"#$%"-2&#"21"+'/%6#2/"21"-()0'6"-/2&%6(#'2,&J"<I%0$2/,".66%-#%+"

#$%"211%/"%;%,"#$2(4$"'#"-/%;%,#%+"$'*"1/2*")%62*',4"."[(+4%")%6.(&%"$%"1%0#"$%"62(0+"$.;%"."

/%.0"'*-.6#J84"?%"2;%/&.H"."0./4%",(*)%/"21"62*-0%Q"2)&6%,'#8"6.&%&G"*.,8"21"H$'6$"./%"

%Q.*',%+"',"6$.-#%/"#H2J"?'&"4%,%/.0";'%HG"$2H%;%/G"H.&"#$.#"2)&6%,'#8"-/2&%6(#'2,&"H%/%"/./%08"

',"#$%"-()0'6"',#%/%&#")%6.(&%"H$%,"-/2&%6(#'2,&"1.'0%+G"#$%8"2,08"&%/;%+"#2".+;%/#'&%"

62,#/2;%/&'.0"-()0'6.#'2,&J"Y%6.(&%"21"#$'&G"#$%"577")%6.*%"H./8"21"-/2&%6(#'2,&"(,+%/"#$%"

j7!"+(/',4"<I%0$2/,K&"#%,(/%G".,".--/2.6$"#$%"M%#/2-20'#.,"720'6%"H%/%"4%,%/.008"$.--8"H'#$J"

<I%0$2/,"/%&'4,%+"',"BSTT"#2")%62*%"."/%62/+%/"21"#$%"d/2H,"d2(/#G"."/20%"1/2*"H$'6$"$%"

/%&'4,%+"',"BSUB")%12/%"H/'#',4"$'&".(#2)'24/.-$8"Public ProsecutorJ85""

"

!
'"  Joshua Rozenberg, 234'7-14'#$%'+34'7%$H,6'234'),1)&4'5+$%.'$#'+34'()%4*+$%'$#'V0Q8)*'V%$14*0+)$,1 (Wellingborough: Equation, 1987). 
'#  Ibid. 
'$  Walter Bird, “Skelhorn, Sir Norman John (1909-1988), !"#$%&'()*+)$,-%.'$#'J-+)$,-8';)$T%-Y3.'!,8),4'[hereafter !(J; ]. Skelhorn 
received the customary knighthood for holders of the position in 1966.  
'% Norman Skelhorn, V0Q8)*'V%$14*0+$%6'+34'Z4M$)%1'$#'J$%M-8'5S483$%, (London: Harrap, 1981). 
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H.&"+%.0',4"H'#$"."*.&&';%"H2/I02.+".,+"+%-./#*%,#.0"/%12/*"H.&",%%+%+J"?%#$%/',4#2,"$.+"."

/%-(#.#'2,".&".,"%Q6%00%,#".+*','&#/.#2/"H'#$"/%0'.)0%"0%4.0"[(+4%*%,#J86"?%".--2',#%+"*2/%"

.&&'&#.,#"+'/%6#2/&".,+"$%"*.+%"#$%"+%-./#*%,#"*2/%"#/.,&-./%,#"#$/2(4$"*%+'."%,4.4%*%,#J"

!--2',#%+"edY"',"BSTSG"#$%"%&#.)0'&$*%,#"21"#$%"d/2H,"7/2&%6(#'2,"<%/;'6%"Nd7<P"H.&"

?%#$%/',4#2,K&"*2&#"'*-2/#.,#"-/2[%6#G".,+"$%")%6.*%"#$%"1'/&#"$%.+"21"#$%"d7<"',"BSUWJ"?%"

/%#'/%+"',"BSUU".,+"H.&"/%-0.6%+")8"!00.,"L/%%,J""

"

9$%".##2/,%8"4%,%/.0G"2,"#$%"2#$%/"$.,+G"6$.,4%+"H$%,"42;%/,*%,#&"6$.,4%+J"=';%"0.H8%/O

-20'#'6'.,&"$%0+"#$%"/20%"',"#$'&"-%/'2+@"b.)2(/K&"R0H8,"a2,%&"NBSWiOTEPG"#$%"92/8"7%#%/"

c.H0',&2,"NBSTEOTiPG"b.)2(/K&"<.*(%0"<'0I',"NBSTiOTSPG".,+"#$%"d2,&%/;.#';%&"M'6$.%0"?.;%/&"

NBSTSOUTP".,+"7.#/'6I"M.8$%H"NBSUTOSDPJ"b'I%"$2*%"&%6/%#./'%&G".##2/,%8&"4%,%/.0"6.*%"1/2* "

H'#$',"#$%"42;%/,*%,#"H'#$"."V3(.&'O[(+'6'.0"2)0'4.#'2,"#2".+;'&%"2,"0%4.0"*.##%/&X".,+" #$.#"

.+;'6%"+'+",2#"62,&'&#%,#08".0'4,"H'#$"42;%/,*%,#"-20'68"N.##2/,%8&"4%,%/.0"H%/%",2#"4%,%/.008"

*%*)%/&"21"6.)',%#PJ87"=',.008G"H$'0&#"+%6'&'2,&"2,"',+';'+(.0"6.&%&")%02,4%+"#2"#$%"577G"

2)&6%,'#8"-20'68"'#&%01"H.&"+%#%/*',%+".#"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%G".,+"'#"H.&"?2*%"j11'6%"6';'0"&%/;.,#&"

H$2"+%;'&%+"6$.,4%&"#2"#$%"&8&#%*"21"2)&6%,'#8"/%4(0.#'2,G"6200%6#%+"&#.#'&#'6&G"62**(,'6.#%+"

H'#$"-20'6%"12/6%&G".,+"&2"2,J"!00"#$%&%".4%,6'%&"H%/%".#".00"#'*%&"62,6%/,%+".)2(#"#$%'/"2H,"

'*.4%".,+".00"$.+"."/%.0"&#.I%"',"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&".,+"$2H"#$%8"1(,6#'2,%+J"

"

?2H%;%/G"6%,&2/&$'-"H.&"21#%,"%,.6#%+".#"#$%"026.0"0%;%0G".,+"*(,'6'-.0".(#$2/'#'%&".,+"0'6%,&',4"

.(#$2/'#'%&"62(0+")%"-2H%/1(0J88"9$%"026.0"&#.#%"#%,+%+"#2"$.,+0%"0'6%,&',4".--0'6.#'2,&"12/"#$%"

4/.,#',4"21"-%/*'&&'2,"12/"-%2-0%".,+"2/4.,'&.#'2,&"#2"(&%"-/%*'&%&"12/"-./#'6(0./"1(,6#'2,&J"=2/"

%Q.*-0%G"#$%"R,#%/#.',*%,#"b'6%,6%"&#'-(0.#%+@""

"

!
'+  Michael Chance, “Hetherington, Sir Thomas Chalmers [Tony] (1926-2007), !(J; . 
'& Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., ch.3. 
''  Sian Barber, The Hidden History of British Film Censorship: Local Concerns and National Issues,” /?;  V0Q8)*'I)1+$%. (15 May 
2018), https://qubpublichistory.wordpress.com/2018/05/15/the-hidden-history-of-british-film-censorship-local-concerns-and-
national-issues/ [accessed 1 September 2020].  
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(&#08$&($&0%,=#(2#+")37"3%6#1&%''6#1").%#(&#3%',7&%6#(&#(22%)'0/%#$%&'()"+0,0%'#(&#&%$&%'%),",0()'#(2#+0/0)3#

$%&'()'6#(&#")=,*0)3#4*0.*#0'#0)#")=#4"=#(22%)'0/%#0)#,*%#.0&.78',").%'#,(#$7-+0.#2%%+0)36#(&#."+.7+",%1#,(#

$&(17.%#&0(,6#(&#-&%".*#(2#,*%#$%".%6#'*"++#-%#$%&80,,%1#()#,*%#$&%80'%';<89#

"

9$'&"H.&G"1/.,I08G"."H'+%O/.,4',4"62,+'#'2,"4';',4"026.0".(#$2/'#'%&"."4/%.#"+%.0"21"10%Q')'0'#8".,+"

-2H%/J"!,+"H$'0&#"+'11%/%,#"026.0".(#$2/'#'%&"&2*%#'*%&"62**(,'6.#%+"H'#$"%.6$"2#$%/".,+"

622/+',.#%+".6#'2,"2,"2)&6%,'#8G"+'11%/%,#".(#$2/'#'%&"62(0+"(0#'*.#%08";./8"',"#$%'/"-/'2/'#'%&G"

+%-%,+',4"2,"#$%"*.I%O(-"21"026.0"62(,6'002/&G"+'11%/%,#"026.0"+%*24/.-$'6&G".,+"+'11%/%,#"026.0"

$'&#2/'%&J"d.00(*"Y/2H,"$.&"-2',#%+"2(#"#$.#"',"-0.6%&"0'I%"Y0.6I-220G")('0#".,+"/%0'.,#"2,"#$%"

#2(/'&#"#/.+%G";(04./'#8".,+").+")%$.;'2(/"H%/%"#20%/.#%+"#2"."$'4$%/"+%4/%%".,+"026.0"*2/.0'&#"

12/6%&"$.+"1%H%/"2-#'2,&"#2"/%&'&#"#$'&J"F,"2#$%/"./%.&G"*2/.0'&#&"$.+"*2/%"&(66%&&".#"#$%"026.0"

0%;%0".,+"21#%,"12(,+"'#"#22I"0'##0%"*2/%"#$.,".";.4(%08"#$/%.#%,',4",%H&.4%,#"2/")22I&$2-"#2"

-(/4%"#$%*"21"#$%'/"2)&6%,'#8J90""

W#$'(#'$/*X*.%"#/"#**

"

Z'#$"#$'&"2;%/;'%H"%&#.)0'&$%+G"'#"'&"H2/#$"2(#0',',4"#$%"&#/(6#(/%"#$'&"+'&6(&&'2,"H'00".+2-#J"9$%"

1'/&#"6$.-#%/"&%#&"(-"&%;%/.0"6/(6'.0"62,#%Q#&J"F#"%Q-02/%&"#$%"'+%."21"&26'.0".,+"0%4.0"*2/.0'&*"',"

#$%"BSmE&".,+"%./08"BSWE&".,+"#$%"./4(*%,#&"H$'6$"H%/%"*.+%")8"[(/'&-/(+%,#&"0'I%"7.#/'6I"

5%;0',"2,"#$%"0%4.0"%,12/6%.)'0'#8"21"*2/.0'#8"',"#$%"H.I%"21"#$%"BSmT"VZ201%,+%,X"c%-2/#J"F#"

#$%,"-/2;'+%&"."&(**./8"21"#$%"*2&#"'*-2/#.,#"&26'.0".,+"6(0#(/.0"+%;%02-*%,#&"21"#$%"-2&#O

H./"%/.G"-.8',4"-./#'6(0./".##%,#'2,"#2"#$%"H.8&"',"H$'6$"R,40'&$"&26'%#8".,+"6(0#(/%")%6.*%"

',6/%.&',408"&%Q(.0'&%+J"F#"%*-$.&'&%&"#$%"6%,#/.0'#8"21"-/26%&&%&"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,G"'**'4/.#'2,G"

.,+"-0(/.0'&.#'2,"21"0'1%"', "%/2+',4",2#'2,&"21"R,40.,+")%',4"."$2*24%,2(&08"H$'#%"d$/'&#'.,"

62(,#/8"$%0+"#24%#$%/")8"&2*%"&$./%+"*2/.0"1/.*%H2/I"#$.#"$.+"#2")%"-/2#%6#%+"',"2/+%/"#2"

.;2'+"#$%"62//(-#'2,".,+")/%.I+2H,"21"&26'%#8J"=2002H',4"#$'&G"#$%"6$.-#%/"H'00")/'%108"2;%/;'%H"

1';%")/2.+"62*-%#',4"V+'&62(/&%&X"2,"2)&6%,'#8"#2"%*-028".&"."1/.*%H2/I"12/"#$%"&()&%3(%,#"

6.&%O&#(+'%&J""

"

d$.-#%/"#H2"#/.6%&"$2H"-2/,24/.-$'6"*.#%/'.0"H.&"+%).#%+"',"R,40.,+"',"#$%"%./08"BSTE&J"F#"

.,.08&%&"$2H"V&26'.0"*2/.0'&*X"h",2#'2,&"21"."&$./%+G"62,&%,&(.0"*2/.0'#8"#$.#"6.00%+"12/"0%4.0"

!
',  Quoted in Brown, ;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),., 66.!
,(  Ibid., chs. 3-4. 
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.&"+'11%/%,#"',#%/%&#"4/2(-&"/%*.',%+"62**'##%+"#2"#$%'/"-/%O&%#"-2&'#'2,&J"9$%"%*)%++',4"21"
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'*-.&&.)0%"-/2)0%*"12/"[(+4%&G"[(/'%&G"0.H8%/&G"6';'0"&%/;.,#&G".,+"-20'#'6'.,&".0'I%J"M%.,H$'0%G"

#$'&"&%6#'2,"&I%#6$%&"."62,#',(%+"-/26%&&"21"0')%/.0'&.#'2,"',"R,40'&$"6(0#(/%".&"H/'#%/&G"./#'&#&G"

1'0**.I%/&G".,+"-2/,24/.-$%/&"H%/%".)0%"#2"-(&$"#$%")2(,+./'%&"1(/#$%/"2(#".,+"4%#".H.8"H'#$"

*2/%J"Z$.#"#$%/%12/%"%*%/4%&"'&"&2*%#$',4"0'I%".").&%O&(-%/&#/(6#(/%"*2+%0"21"0')%/.0'&',4"

(,+%/6(//%,#&"2,"#2-"21"H$'6$"#22I"-0.6%"."&%/'%&"21"-()0'6"62,#/2;%/&'%&"H$%/%"%.6$"2,%"*2/%"

2/"0%&&"/%-0'6.#%+"#$%"#%/*&"21"#$%"+%).#%"1/2*"#$%"-/%;'2(&"62,#/2;%/&8J"9$'&"&#.0%*.#%"H.&"2,08"

)/2I%,"1/2*"#$%"0.#%"BSTE&"H$%,"&26'.0"*2/.0'#8"./4(*%,#&"H%/%"',6/%.&',408"/%-0.6%+")8"6.(&.0"

2,%&"%*-$.&'&',4"#$%"+.,4%/"21"-&86$2024'6.0"$./*".,+"62-86.#")%$.;'2(/"/%&(0#',4"1/2*"

%,62(,#%/&"H'#$"2)&6%,%"*.#%/'.0J"
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M.I',4"0'##0%"/%.0"-/24/%&&"',"H',,',4"$%./#&".,+"*',+&"2/")8"(&',4"#$%"j7!G"1/2*"#$%"*'+O
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',60(+',4"#$%"(&%"21"R,40.,+K&"*2/')(,+")0.&-$%*8"0.H&J"d$.-#%/"#$/%%"%Q.*',%&"#$%"/%;';.0"21"
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21")0.&-$%*2(&"*.#%/'.0".,+"*2)'0'&%"#$%"/%0'4'2(&"&%,&')'0'#'%&"21"#$%"*2/.008"62,&%/;.#';%J"

9$%&%"10.&$-2',#&"H%/%"-./#"21"#$%")/2.+%/"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"+%).#%&"%Q.*',%+"',"6$.-#%/"#H2".,+"
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1/2*"#$%"*'+OBSmE&"#2"#$%"%./08"BSTE&".,+").&%+"2,"."&8,#$%&'&"21"#$%"%Q'&#',4"0'#%/.#(/%J"F,"

!
!  Robert Saunders, “The Politics of Reform and the Making of the Second Reform Act, 1848-1867,” 234'I)1+$%)*-8'O$0%,-8'50:3 
(2007), 571-591.  
"  Lisa Z. Sigel, “Filth in the Wrong People’s Hands: Postcards and the Expansion of Pornography in Britain and the Atlantic 
World, 1880-1914,” O$0%,-8'$#'5$*)-8'I)1+$%. 33:4 (2000). 
# Stoops, “Class and Gender Dynamics of the Pornography Trade.” 
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!
$ On American pulp comics, see: John A. Lent (ed.), V08Y'(4M$,16'>,+4%,-+)$,-8'()M4,1)$,1'$#'+34'V$1+H-%'L,+)E*$M)*1'7-MY-)T, 
(Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1999). On Americanisation, see: Adrian Horn, O0S4E;$"';%)+-),6'LM4%)*-,)1-+)$,'-,&'[$0+3'
708+0%4, 1945-60 (Manchester, 2010); Mark Glancy, I$88.H$$&'-,&'+34'LM4%)*-,)N-+)$,'$#';%)+-),'#%$M'+34'AB^U1'+$'+34'V%414,+ (London: 
I.B. Tauris, 2014).  
% On Soho Typescripts, see: Helen Wickstead, “Soho Typescripts: handmade obscene books in post-war London bookshops,” 
V$%,'5+0&)41 7:2 (2020), 187-211. 
+ Brown, ;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),, 83. Also see: David Pascoe, “Orwell’s Dirty Postcards” in Mina Gori (ed.), 90&4';%)+-,,)- 
(Oxon: Routledge, 2007), 71-82. 
& Ibid. 
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!
'  Orwell’s original essay appeared in the September 1941 edition of I$%)N$, magazine. It is also available online: George Orwell, 
“The Art of Donald McGill,” 234'!%H488'=$0,&-+)$,, https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-foundation/orwell/essays-
and-other-works/the-art-of-donald-mcgill.  
,  Pascoe, “Orwell’s Dirty Postcards,” 76. 
!(  Brown, ;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),, 84. 
!!  Hilliard, Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 49. Hilliard notes that this is what the literary scholar Celia Marshik calls the “censorship dialectic;” 
how censorship shaped modernist literature rather than merely restraining it: Celia Marshik,';%)+)13'Z$&4%,)1M'-,&'74,1$%13)Y 
(Cambridge: CUP, 2005). 
!"  Michael Beloff, “Jones, (John) Mervyn Guthrie Griffith- (1909-1979), !(J; . 
!#  Jon Lawrence, “Paternalism, Class, and the British Path to Modernity,” in 234'V4*08)-%)+)41'$#'P)Q4%-8'Z$&4%,)+.'),'>MY4%)-8';%)+-),, 
ed. Simon Gunn and James Vernon (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2011). 
!$  On the trial, see: Harford Montgomery Hyde (ed.), 234'P-&.'73-++4%84.c1'P$:4%'2%)-8'i94T),-':@'V4,T0),';$$S1'8)M)+4&j (London: The 
Bodley Head, 1990); C.H. Rolph (ed.), 234'2%)-8'$#'P-&.'73-++4%84.6'94T),-':@'V4,T0),';$$S1'P)M)+4&6'234'2%-,1*%)Y+'$#'+34'2%)-8'
(Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1961; Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., ch. 4. 
!% Nick Thomas, ‘Tonight’s Big Talking Point is Still that Book’: Popular Responses to the Lady Chatterley Trial,” 708+0%-8'-,&'
5$*)-8'I)1+$%. 10:4 (2013), 619-634. 
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!
!+ Ibid. 
!& Simon Szreter, “Victorian Britain, 1831-1963: towards a social history of sexuality,”'O$0%,-8'$#'`)*+$%)-,'708+0%4 1 (1996), 136-149.!
!'  John Self, “The book that changed Britain: why the Lady Chatterley’s Lover trial still matters 60 years later,” V4,T0), (19 
October 2020), https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2020/10/d-h-lawrence-lady-chatterleys-lover-trial [accessed 5 November 
2021]. 
!,  94Y$%+'$#'+34'7$MM)++44'$,'I$M$14"0-8'!##4,*41'-,&'V%$1+)+0+)$, (London: H.M.S.O, 1957). 
"(  Ibid.  
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!
"!  Ibid., 23. For more on the logic and legacies of Wolfenden’s distinction between public and private morality, see: Frank Mort 
‘The Permissive Society Revisited,’ 2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 22:2 (2011), 273-277; Matt Houlbrook, /044%'P$,&$,6'V4%)81'-,&'
V84-10%41'),'+34'54"0-8'Z4+%$Y$8)1<'ABADEABCF'(Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2005),  254-263; Julia Laite, 7$MM$,'
V%$1+)+0+41'-,&'!%&),-%.'7)+)N4,6'7$MM4%*)-8'54"'),'P$,&$,< 1885-1960 (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 185-221; Stuart Hall, 
“Reformism and the Legislation of Consent,” in V4%M)11):4,411'-,&'7$,+%$86'+34'=-+4'$#'+34'5)"+)41'P4T)18-+)$,, ed. National Deviancy 
Conference'(London: Macmillan, 1980), 3-21. 
""  Patrick Devlin, 234'W,#$%*4M4,+'$#'Z$%-81 (Oxford: OUP, 1959). His lecture was the Second Maccabean Lecture in Jurisprudence 
at the British Academy on 18 March 1959. It is worth noting that Patrick Devlin has recently been accused of child sexual abuse 
by his own daughter, see: Beatrix Campbell, “’Our silence permits perpetrators to continue’: one woman’s fight to expose a 
father’s abuse,” 234'!Q14%:4%'!,8),4 (25 July 2021), https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/jul/25/our-silence-permits-
perpetrators-to-continue-one-womans-fight-to-expose-a-fathers-abuse [accessed 22 March 2022].  
"# Devlin, W,#$%*4M4,+'$#'Z$%-81, 2. 
"$ Ibid., 6. 
"% Ibid.!
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"+ Ibid., 6-7. 
"& Ibid., 9. 
"'  Ibid. 
",  Ibid., 10. 
#( Ibid., 25. For further analysis of Devlin’s arguments see: Andrew Holden, Z-S4%1'-,&'Z-,,4%16'V$8)+)*1'-,&'Z$%-8)+.'),'V$1+H-%'
;%)+-),'(London: Politico’s, 2004), 331. Devlin would later be a signatory to 234'2)M41 calling for the implementation of 
Wolfenden’s proposed reforms. 
#!  David Archard, “Disgust, Offensiveness and the Law,” O$0%,-8'$#'LYY8)4&'V3)8$1$Y3. 25 (2008), 316. Archard draws a distinction 
between this view of “disgust,” that is, “disgust as criterion” and “disgust as harm” which might include being unavoidably 
present before a very offensive substance and which may be appropriately proscribed by nuisance laws. In other words, it is 
socially mediated disgust to which Devlin refers. 
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#" Devlin, W,#$%*4M4,+'$#'Z$%-81, 14. 
## H.L.A. Hart saw Devlin’s thought here as made up of two components. There is “the disintegration thesis” - the idea that 
morality is valued as the cement of society. Hart notes that this is a relativist position in the sense that morality will vary from 
society to society, to merit enforcement by the criminal law, morality need not have any rational or other specific content; the 
maintenance of morality is simply necessary. But in addition, Hart observes that under pressure to substantiate the claim that 
morality is necessary for the existence of society with empirical evidence, proponents of the disintegration thesis will collapse it 
into what Hart refers to as “the conservative thesis,” i.e. society has a right to enforce its morality through the law because the 
majority have the right to follow their own moral convictions that their moral environment is a thing of value to be defended 
from change’. Hart highlights that the only evidence Devlin seems to provide is a vague allusion to “history,” presumably Rome. 
He also calls into question Devlin’s terminology: what is meant by “continued existence?” What is meant by “society?” If 
continued existence of society meant living according to some specific shared moral code, then preservation of the moral code is 
a logical necessity. As Hart puts it, “this seems too unexciting a theme to be worth ventilating.” Devlin is being tautological in 
defining society as a community of ideas. H.L.A Hart’s own position derived from John Stuart Mill (who had a similar debate 
ninety years earlier with James Fitzjames Stephen) and argued that the prevention of harm or offence to parties other than the 
actor is the only morally legitimate reason for a criminal prohibition. See: Joel Feinberg, “Some Unswept Debris from the Hart-
Devlin Debate,” 5.,+3414 72: 2 (1987),  249-275. Criticisms of the very terms of this debate can be found in: Russell Hittinger, 
“The Hart-Devlin Debate Revisited,” LM4%)*-,'O$0%,-8'$#'O0%)1Y%0&4,*4 35:1 (1990), 47-54.  
#$ Devlin, W,#$%*4M4,+'$#'Z$%-81, 9. 
#% Callum Brown, 234'(4-+3'$#'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),6'?,&4%1+-,&),T'54*08-%)1-+)$,'ADUUÊUUU'(London: Routledge, 2000).  
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#+ On there being a cultural or ‘sexual’ revolution from the early 1960s or the 1950s (usually a metropolitan phenomenon), see: 
Frank Mort, 7-Y)+-8'L##-)%16'P$,&$,'-,&'+34'Z-S),T'$#'+34'V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+. (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2010); Stephen 
Brooke,'54"0-8'V$8)+)*16'54"0-8)+.<'=-M)8.'V8-,,),T<'-,&'+34';%)+)13'P4#+'#%$M'+34'ADDU1'+$'+34'V%414,+'(-. (Oxford: OUP, 2011); Hera 
Cook,'234'P$,T'54"0-8'94:$80+)$,6'W,T8)13'R$M4,<'54"<'-,&'7$,+%-*4Y+)$,'ADUUEABFC (Oxford: OUP, 2004); Marcus Collins, Z$&4%,'
P$:46'L,'>,+)M-+4'I)1+$%.'$#'Z4,'-,&'R$M4,'),'2H4,+)4+3E74,+0%.';%)+-), (London: Atlantic, 2003); Jeffrey Weeks, 234'R$%8&'R4'I-:4'
R$,6'234'94M-S),T'$#'W%$+)*'-,&'>,+)M-+4'P)#4 (London: Routledge, 2007); David Geiringer, 234'V$Y4'-,&'+34'V)886'54"<'7-+3$8)*)1M'-,&'
R$M4,'),'V$1+ER-%'W,T8-,& (Manchester: MUP, 2019). !
#& Ferdynand Zweig,'234'R$%S4%'),'-,'L##804,+'5$*)4+.6'=-M)8.'-,&'>,&01+%. (London, 1961) is a classic study of working-class life. The 
classic rebuttal is John Goldthorpe et. al., “The Worker in an Affluent Society: Some Preliminary Research Findings,” 5$*)$8$T.'1:1 
(1967) which critiqued the notion of the affluent worker and wrote Zweig’s study off as insufficiently academic and critical; 
Matthew Hilton, 7$,10M4%)1M'),'2H4,+)4+3E74,+0%.';%)+-), (Cambridge, 2003).!
#'  Sandbrook, J4:4%'I-&')+'5$'K$$&. !
#,   Selina Todd and Hillary Young, “Baby-boomers to ‘Beanstalkers’: Making the Modern Teenager in Post-War Britain,” 708+0%-8'
-,&'5$*)-8'I)1+$%. 9:3 (2012), 451-467; Shinobu Majima, “Affluence and the Dynamics of Spending in Britain, 1961-2004,” 
7$,+4MY$%-%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 22:4 (2008); Mark Abrams, 234'244,-T4'7$,10M4% (London, 1959). Notwithstanding full employment 
from the late 1940s, the “consumption society” in Britain really only took off from 1957 onwards. It is also important to note 
than an increase in consumption was hindered by a shortage of goods, notably cars, refrigerators, cookers, and more. This 
continued into 1953-1957. It is only after 1957 that the consumption ‘boom’ began in Britain.!
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$( Jeffrey Weeks, 54"<'V$8)+)*1'-,&'5$*)4+.6'234'94T08-+)$,'$#'54"0-8)+.'5),*4'ADUU (3)* edn, London, 2012), 323.!
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$% On the Profumo Scandal, see: R. Davenport-Hines, L,'W,T8)13'L##-)%6'54"<'78-11'-,&'V$H4%'),'+34'LT4'$#'V%$#0M$ (London, 2012); 
R. Farmer, ‘“An almost continuous picture of sordid vice”: The Keeler Affair, the Profumo Scandal and “Political” Film 
Censorship in the 1960s’<'O$0%,-8'$#';%)+)13'7),4M-'-,&'2484:)1)$, 15 (2018), pp. 228-251. On the Fanny Hill trial, see: J. Sutherland, 
!##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, pp. 36-45; J. Bristow, ‘Homosexual writing on trial: Fanny Hill to Gay News’ in H. Stevens (ed.), 234'7-MQ%)&T4'
7$MY-,)$,'+$'K-.'-,&'P41Q)-,'R%)+),T'(Cambridge, 2011).!
$+ Marwick, 234'5)"+)41, 17.!
$& Green, L88'(%4114&'?Y, 1.!
$'  Eric Hobsbawm, >,+4%41+),T'2)M416'L'2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.'P)#4'(London, 2002), 224.!
$,  Sandbrook, J4:4%'I-&'>+'5$'K$$&, 434. 
%( Tariq Ali, 5+%44+'=)T3+),T'[4-%16'L,'L0+$Q)$T%-Y3.'$#'+34'5)"+)41 (London, 1995).; Nick Thomas, “Challenging Myths of the 1960s: 
The Case of Student Protest in Britain,” 2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 13:3 (2002); Caroline Hoefferle, ;%)+)13'5+0&4,+'L*+):)1M'),'
+34'8$,T'5)"+)41 (Abingdon, 2013); Ronald Fraser et al., ABXD6'L'5+0&4,+'K4,4%-+)$,'),'94:$8+ (New York, 1988).  Adrian Horn, 
O0S4k;$"';%)+-),6'LM4%)*-,)1-+)$,'-,&'[$0+3'708+0%4<'ABGCkEXU'(Manchester, 2010); Louise Jackson, “The Coffee Club Menace: 
Policing Youth, Leisure and Sexuality in PostWar Manchester,” 708+0%-8'-,&'5$*)-8'I)1+$%. 5:3 (2008); Gillian Mitchell, 
“Reassessing ‘the Generation Gap’: Bill Haley’s 1957 Tour of Britain, Intergenerational Relations and Attitudes to Rock ‘n’ Roll 
in the Late 1950s,” TH4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 24:4 (2013), 573–605. !
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!
%! Barry Miles,'P$,&$,'7-88),T6'L'7$0,+4%*08+0%-8'I)1+$%.'$#'P$,&$,'1),*4'ABGC (London, 2010); Jonathon Green, (-.1'),'+34'P)#46'`$)*41'
#%$M'+34'W,T8)13'0,&4%T%$0,&'ABXAEkFA (London, 1998); Mark Donnelly,'5)"+)41';%)+-),6'708+0%4<'5$*)4+.'-,&'V$8)+)*1'(Harlow, 2005), ch. 8.!
%" See Thomas Frank, 234'7$,\041+'$#'7$$86'Q01),411'*08+0%4<'*$0,+4%*08+0%4<'-,&'+34'%)14'$#'3)Y'*$,10M4%)1M (Chicago, 1997).  
%# Barry Miles, P$,&$,'7-88),T@ 
%$ Ibid; Green, L88'(%4114&'?Y. 
%% Andrew August, “Gender and 1960s Youth Culture: The Rolling Stones and the New Woman,” 7$,+4MY$%-%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 23:1 
(2009), 79-100; John Davis, “The London Drug Scene and the Making of Drug Policy,” 2H4,+)4+3'74,+0%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 17:1 
(2006); Nigel Fountain, ?,&4%T%$0,&6'234'P$,&$,'L8+4%,-+):4'V%411'ABXXEkFG'(London, 1988). !
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21"DGEEE"82(#$&"&(44%&#%+"#$.#"2,%"',"#$/%%")28&".,+"2,%"',"&'Q"4'/0&"$.+"02&#"#$%'/";'/4','#8")8"#$%"

!
%+ Herbert Marcuse, !,4'()M4,1)$,-8'Z-,6'5+0&)41'),'+34'>&4$8$T.'$#'L&:-,*4&'>,&01+%)-8'5$*)4+.'(London, 1972). !
%& Sandbrook,'5+-+4'$#'WM4%T4,*. , 431. !
%' Hera Cook, "The English Sexual Revolution: Technology and Social Change," I)1+$%.'R$%S13$Y'O$0%,-8 59:1 (2005).!
%, G.M. Carstairs,'23)1'>18-,&'J$H6'234';;7'94)+3'P4*+0%41 (London, 1962).!
+( Ibid.!
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$(4%08"',10(%,#'.0"',"-20'#'6.0".,+"0%4.0"#$2(4$#J"=/.,I"M2/#"$.&"./4(%+"#$.#"#$%"

/%62**%,+.#'2,&"21"#$%"d2**'##%%G"H$'6$"H%/%"-./#08"%,.6#%+"#$/2(4$"#$%"Sexual Offences ActG"

%,62(/.4%+".",%H"I',+"21"62**%/6'.0"&%Q(.0"%Q-0'6'#,%&&"',"6%/#.',"./%.&"&(6$".&"<2$2"',"

b2,+2, G"-/%+'6.#%+"2,"'#&"/%*2;.0"1/2*"-()0'6";'&')'0'#8J"9$'&"0%+"#2"#$%"',1.*2(& "/%-(#.#'2,"21"

!
+! Michael Schofield, 234'54"0-8';43-:)$0%'$#'[$0,T'V4$Y84 (London, 1965). At this point in time, young people - especially females - 
were still likely to downplay their sexual experience and any sexually liberal attitudes. Additionally, there is significant discrepancy 
between male experience and female experience; the numbers simply do not add up. Schofield observed a general conservatism 
about the purposes of life, marriage and sex. !
+" Figures from Sandbrook, 5+-+4'$#'WM4%T4,*., 426.!
63 It should be noted that whilst the immigration of the 1950s and 1960s did much to diversify the racial composition of 
England, the vast majority of immigrants were Christians from the Caribbean. Islamic, Sikh and Hindu immigration took off 
from 1970. 
+$ Brown,';-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),.!
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!
+%  Frank Mort, “Mapping Sexual London: The Wolfenden Committee on Homosexual Offences and Prostituion: 1954-7,”'J4H'
=$%M-+)$,1 37 (1999). Also, Matt Houlbrook,'/044%'P$,&$,6'V4%)81'-,&'V84-10%41'),'+34'54"0-8'Z4+%$Y$8)1 (Chicago, 2005); Frank Mort,'
7-Y)+-8'L##-)%16'P$,&$,'-,&'+34'Z-S),T'$#'+34'V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+.!
++ Ferris, 54"'-,&'+34';%)+)13, 222. 
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!
+& Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 30.!
+'  TNA: DPP, 2/4127, CALDER & BOYARS LTD (publishers): 'Last Exit to Brooklyn' by Hubert SELBY, Jnr. Consideration 
of charges under Obscene Publications Acts 1959 and 1964 (1966-1969). The Director, Norman Skelhorn, personally found the 
book “revolting” and was keen to push for a prosecution!
+, TNA: DPP, 2/4127, “Last Exit to Brooklyn.”!
&( Ibid.!
&! Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 4.!
&" Ibid., 2.!
&# John Sutherland, 94-&),T'+34'(4*-&416'#)#+.'.4-%1'$#'+34',-+)$,l1'Q41+1488),T'Q$$S1 (London, 2002).!
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!
&$ Adrian Bingham and Martin Conboy,'2-Q8$)&'74,+0%.6'234'V$Y08-%'V%411'),';%)+-),<'ADBX'+$'+34'V%414,+ (Oxford, 2015), 139; Adrian 
Bingham, “Reading Newspapers: Cultural Histories of the Popular Press in Modern Britain,” I)1+$%.'7$MY-11 10 (2012), 143-144. 
Bingham observes that by the 1930s the popular press had realised there was an appetite for sexual content, and coverage of sex 
expanded rapidly between World War Two and the late 1960s.  
&% Bingham, =-M)8.'J4H1Y-Y4%1m< 219. 
&+ Ibid., 208.  
&& Parliamentary Debates (Lords), 257, 7 May 1964, 1325-1327. !
&' Ross Mckibbin, “Review of S. Nicholson, The Censorship of British Drama, 1900-1968 (vol I: 199-1923),”'W,T8)13'I)1+$%)*-8'
94:)4H'121 (2006), 340-342.!
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!
&, Marwick, 234'5)"+)41, 173.!
'(  Sandbrook,'5+-+4'$#'WM4%T4,*., 446.!
'!  Collins, V$%,$T%-Y3.'$#'V4%M)11):4,411. Also see: Harry Cocks, 5-0*.'5+$%)41.!
'"  Collins, V$%,$T%-Y3.'$#'V4%M)11):4,411, 103. !
'#  John Pratt, “Pornography and Everyday Life,” 234$%.<'708+0%4'-,&'5$*)4+. 3 (1986),  70.!
'$  Ibid. 
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!
'% Sandbrook, 54-1$,1'),'+34'50,, 406.!
'+  Paul Ferris, 54"'-,&'+34';%)+)13, 230.!
'& Ben Mechen, “‘Instamatic Living Rooms of Sin’: Pornography, Participation and the Erotics of Ordinariness in the 1970s,” 
7$,+4MY$%-%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 36:2 (2022).!
''  Ibid., 177. !
',  Pratt, “Pornography and Everyday Life,” 69.!
,(  Ferris, 54"'-,&'+34';%)+)13, 231.!
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F#"'&"'*-2/#.,#"#2",2#%"#$.#".00"#$%&%".&-%6#&"21"#$%"&%Q(.0'&.#'2,".,+"-2/,'1'6.#'2,"21"R,40.,+"

.6#%+"',"/%0.#'2,&$'-"#2"2,%".,2#$%/J"=2/"%Q.*-0%G"H$%,"#$%"62,#/2;%/&'.0",(+%"/%;(%"Oh! 

Calcutta!"h"."6.&%O&#(+8"',"#$%",%Q#"6$.-#%/"h"2-%,%+".#"#$%"c2(,+"?2(&%"',"BSTEG"*(6$"21"#$%"
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.0/%.+8"&#.,+./+"1./%J98"!,+"',".,"'00(&#/.#'2,"21"$2H"#$'&".00".6#%+"6860'6.008G"#$%"Evening News"

#$2(4$#"#$.#"'1G".&"H2(0+"(0#'*.#%08")%"#$%"6.&%G",2".6#'2,"H.&"#.I%,".4.',&#"Oh! Calcutta!"#$%,"

!
,!  TNA: Metropolitan Police [hereafter MEPO], 2/9725. This kind of violence was fairly standard and had parallels in the US 
context. See: V. Barnett, “‘The most profitable film ever made’: Deep Throat (1972), organised crime, and the $600 million 
gross,” V$%,'5+0&)4s 5 (2018), 131-151.!
,"  Ibid.!
,#  Ibid.!
,$  Ibid.!
,% Ibid.!
,+ Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4, 44.!
,& W:4,),T'5+-,&-%&, 28 July 1970. !
,'  (-)8.'Z-)8, 28 July 1970, 8. !
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H$.#"'#"*%.,#"12/"R,40'&$"&26'%#8J""

W/('>6$)16#)%"*6"&*7>'$6>)18*)"*<"=>6"&*

!
7%/$.-&"#$%"*2&#"'*-2/#.,#"#/.,&12/*.#'2,G"H$'6$"'#"'&"H2/#$"%0.)2/.#',4"2,"',"*2/%"+%#.'0G"H.&"

#$%"%,+',4"21"."+2*',.,#"d$/'&#'.,"6(0#(/.0"$%4%*2,8"',"R,40.,+"2;%/"#$%"BSWE&"N."-/26%&&"

62,&20'+.#%+"2;%/"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&PJ"!&"*%,#'2,%+"-/%;'2(&08G"7.#/'6I"5%;0',"$.+"

;%$%*%,#08"+%1%,+%+"."0',I")%#H%%,"#$%"R,40'&$"0.H".,+"."d$/'&#'.,"*2/.0'#8"H$'6$"$.+")%62*%"

%*)%++%+"',#2"&26'%#8"'#&%01"',"."H.8G"$%"./4(%+G"#$.#".##%*-#',4"#2"/%*2;%"#$%&%"*2/.0"%0%*%,#&"

1/2*"#$%"0.H"H2(0+".*2(,#"#2"#$/2H',4"&#2,%&"',"."40.&&"$2(&%J"l%#"2;%/"#$%"62(/&%"21"#$%"

BSWE&G"BSTE&G".,+"BSUE&"/%0'4'2&'#8"',"R,40.,+"+%6/%.&%+G"-/26%&&%&"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,".66%0%/.#%+G"

!
,,  W:4,),T'J4H1, 28 July 1970.!
!(( '(-)8.'Z)%%$%, 29 July 1970, 1. !
!(!  Frank Mort, 7-Y)+-8'L##-)%16'P$,&$,'-,&'+34'Z-S),T'$#'+34'V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+. (New Haven, 2010), 266. However, as Brown shows in 
;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),, moral vigilantism in the 1950s and early 1960s had significant successes in closing down revue bars and 
thus the ‘new nudity’ arising from non-stationary tableaux. Nudity certainly was not ‘normalised’ in the 1950s and early 1960s.!
!("  Cocks, “Social Picture of Our Own Times,” 194.!
!(#  Kendrick, 54*%4+'Z0140M, 208, 227. Kendrick marks the period 1966 to 1970 as witnessing the ending of the “pornographic 
era.” !
!($  Michel Foucault,'234'I)1+$%.'$#'54"0-8)+.6'`$80M4'A<'L,'>,+%$&0*+)$, (London, 1979).!
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$'&#2/'24/.-$'6.0").##0%1'%0+"H$'6$"$.&"%,&(/%+"#$.#",2"*2+%0"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,"',"R,40.,+"N2/"

%0&%H$%/%P"$.&"%*%/4%+"(,&6.#$%+J"9/.+'#'2,.008G".662(,#&"21"-2&#OH./"R,40.,+"$.;%")%%,"

&$.-%+".#"0%.&#"',"-./#")8"&2*%"1/.*%H2/I"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,"H$'6$".#"#$%'/"*2&#").&'6"-2&'#"#$.#"

/%0'4'2,"+'*','&$%+"',"&'4,'1'6.,6%"2/"#$.#"/%0'4'2,"',"'#&"',&#'#(#'2,.0"12/*&"02&#"'#&"&26'.0".,+"

-20'#'6.0"-2H%/J"d0.&&'6.008G"7%#%/"Y%/4%/G"<#%;%"Y/(6%".,+"<'*2,"L/%%,".00"*.+%"./4(*%,#&"

.02,4"#$%&%"0',%&".,+"6$./#%+"02,4O#%/*"*2+%0&"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,"1/2*"#$%"-%/'2+"21"

',+(&#/'.0'&.#'2,"2/G"&2*%#'*%&G"VR,0'4$#%,*%,#JX107"

!
!(% Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 130. 
!(+  Longford Committee, P$,T#$%&'94Y$%+, 429-430. 
!(&  Peter Berger, 234'5-*%4&'7-,$Y.6'W84M4,+1'$#'-'5$*)$8$T)*-8'234$%.'$#'948)T)$, (New York, 1967); Steve Bruce, K$&')1'(4-&6'
54*08-%)1-+)$,'),'+34'R41+'(Oxford, 2002); S. Green, 234'V-11),T'$#'V%$+41+-,+'W,T8-,&6'54*08-%)1-+)$,'-,&'5$*)-8'73-,T4<'*@'AB^UEABXU'
(Cambridge, 2011). Steve Bruce was particularly influential and there are a number of texts that outlines his original conception 
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j#$%/"&6$20./&"$.;%"/%;'&%+"#$'&"*2+%0"',"1.;2(/"21"."*(6$"1.&#%/"-/26%&&"266(//',4"0.#%/G"2H',4"

#2"."/.-'+"+%#%/'2/.#'2,"21"/%0'4'2(&"1/.*%H2/I&"',"#.,+%*"H'#$"6(0#(/.0"6$.,4%"',"#$%"*'++0%"21"

#$%"DE#$"6%,#(/8J108"?(4$"M6b%2+G"12/"',&#.,6%G"&%%&"."&'4,'1'6.,#".66%0%/.#%+"/%0'4'2(&"6/'&'&"

266(//',4"',"#$%"BSWE&")(#",%;%/#$%0%&&"-2&'#'2,&"#$'&"',#2".,"2;%/.00"4/.+(.0O+%60',%"

',#%/-/%#.#'2,J109"d.00(*"Y/2H,G"2,"#$%"2#$%/"$.,+ G"*.I%&"#$%"6.&%"12/"."$'4$"0%;%0"21"62,#',('#8"

',"/%0'4'2&'#8"(-"(,#'0"#$%"*2*%,#"21"#$%"BSWE&G"&%%',4"#$%"BSmE&".&"."+%6.+%"H$%,"d$/'&#'.,'#8"

62,#',(%+"#2"102(/'&$G".#"0%.&#"',"#%/*&"21"6$(/6$"*%*)%/&$'-G").-#'&*&"21").)'%&G".,+"0%;%0&"21"

d$/'&#'.,"*.//'.4%"N#$2(4$"6$(/6$"42',4"H.&".0/%.+8"H%.I".,+"4%##',4"H%.I%/"',"#$%"0.#%"BSmE&PJ"

<%6(0./'&.#'2,G"',"Y/2H,K&";'%HG"&#/(6I"Y/'#.',"3('#%"&(++%,08".&"."/.-'+"-/26%&&J110"9$'&"H.&"."

&$26I',4"/(-#(/%"#$.#"H.&"0./4%08"#$%"/%&(0#"21"+'&6(/&';%"6$.,4%&".*2,4&#"-/'*./'08"82(,4G"&',40%"

H2*%,"H$2"6.,6%00%+"#$%'/"V*.&&"&()&6/'-#'2,X"#2"#$%"V+'&6(/&';%"+2*.',"21"d$/'&#'.,'#8JX111"

Y/2H,"2)&%/;%&"$2H"1/2*"BSmWG"V.00"',+'6%&"21"/%0'4'2&'#8"',"Y/'#.',"&#./#%+"#2"+%60',%X".,+"

#$%/%12/%"V.6/2&&"#$%")2./+G"#$%"Y/'#'&$"-%2-0%"&#./#%+"#2"/%[%6#"#$%"/20%"21"/%0'4'2,"',"#$%'/"

0';%&JX112"9$%"BSWE&G"#$%/%12/%G"&$2(0+")%";'%H%+"V,2#".&"#$%"%,+"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,G")(#"#$%"

)%4',,',4JX113"

"

<',6%"#$%",%H"*'00%,,'(*G"$2H%;%/G"#$%"&%6(0./'&.#'2,"-./.+'4*"$.&")%%,".0#24%#$%/"6$.00%,4%+"

)8"/%;'&'2,'&#&"H$'6$G"12/"&2*%G"$.&"/%&(0#%+"',"#$%"6200.-&%"21"#$'&"*%#.,.//.#';%J"L/.6%"5.;'%G"

12/"',&#.,6%G".4/%%&"#$.#".0*2&#"%;%/8"',+'6.#2/"21"/%0'4'2&'#8"1%00"&#%%-08"',"#$%"BSWE&")(#"./4(%&"

#$%/%"'&"."*'&*.#6$")%#H%%,"&#.#'&#'6&"/%0.#',4"#2"/%0'4'2(&"-/.6#'6%".,+"#$2&%"#$.#"',+'6.#%"0%;%0&"

21"/%0'4'2(&")%0'%1J114"=2/"5.;'%G"/%0'4'2&'#8"-%/&'&#%+"+%&-'#%"#$%"1.00"',"- /.6#'6%"6/%.#',4".",.#'2,"

#$.#"V)%0'%;%+X")(#"+'+",2#"V)%02,4JX"5.;'%"42%&"1(/#$%/"#2"&(44%&#"#$.#"',"*.,8"H.8&"#$%"&.6/%+"

)%6.*%"*2/%"/.#$%/"#$.,"0%&&"-/%;.0%,#"',"62,#%*-2/./8"Y/'#'&$"&26'%#8J115"F,".++'#'2,G"#$%/%"$.&"

)%%,"."/%6%,#"#%,+%,68"H'#$',"6(0#(/.0"$'&#2/8"#2"$'&#2/'6'&%"V&%6(0./'&.#'2,X"'#&%01J"9$'&"%Q%/6'&%"

$.&"'00(*',.#%+"$2H"#$%"&#2/'%&"-%2-0%"',#%/,.0'&%+".)2(#"/%0'4'2(&"+%60',%"H%/%"#$%*&%0;%&"

!
of the secularisation thesis. See: R. Wallis and S. Bruce, ‘Secularisation: the orthodox model’ in S. Bruce (ed.), 948)T)$,'-,&'
M$&4%,)1-+)$,6'1$*)$8$T)1+1'-,&'3)1+$%)-,1'&4Q-+4'+34'14*08-%)1-+)$,'+341)1'(Oxford, 1992), pp. 8-30; S. Bruce, 54*08-%)1-+)$,6'>,'(4#4,*4'$#'-,'
?,#-13)$,-Q84'234$%. (Oxford, 2011); S. Bruce, ‘Secularisation, Church and Popular Religion’, 234'O$0%,-8'$#'W**841)-1+)*-8'I)1+$%. 62 
(2011), pp. 543-561. 
!('  For a good historiographical summary, see: Callum Brown, “What was the religious crisis of the 1960sm<_'O$0%,-8'$#'948)T)$01'
I) 1+$%. 34 (2010), 468-479. 
!(,  Ibid. 
!!(  Brown’s classic thesis is Callum Brown, 234'(4-+3'$#'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),'(London, 2000).  
!!!  Ibid., 195. 
!!"  Ibid., 188 
!!#  Ibid., 15. 
!!$  Grave Davie, 948)T)$,'),';%)+-),'5),*4'ABGC6';48)4:),T'R)+3$0+';48$,T),T (Oxford, 1994).  
!!% Ibid., 43. Other revisionist Christian literature includes Matthew Grimley, William Whyte, Sarah Williams, Sam Brewitt-Taylor, 
Nigel Yates, Jane Garnett, Hugh McLeod, David Hempton. 
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6%,#/.0"#2".6#(.0"/%0'4'2(&"6$.,4%"',"-2&#OZ./"R,40.,+ J"=2/"5.;'+ "̀ .&$ G"<.*"Y/%H'##O9.802/".,+"

2#$%/"V-2&#O&%6(0./"$'&#2/'.,&GX"#$%",.//.#';%"$.&")%62*%",2#"2,%"21"+%6.8")(#"/%0'4'2,K&"

V6.-.6'#8"12/"#/.,&12/*.#'2,G"&(/;';.0".,+".+.-#'2,JX116""

"

!00"*2+%0&"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,G"#$%,G"$.;%".#"&2*%"-2',#")%%,"+%,2(,6%+".&"#%0%2024'6.0G"'+%2024'6.0"

2/"H$'44'&$".,+".00"$.;%"&(11%/%+"1/2*".").//.4%"21"0'#%/.#(/%"-2',#',4"2(#";./'2(&"%Q6%-#'2,&G"

2*'&&'2,&G"'//%4(0./'#'%&G".,+"+'&62,#',('#'%&J"M(6$"21"#$'&G"#$2(4$G"$.&")%%,"#$%"/%&(0#"21"., "

2;%/#$',I',4"21"H$.#"'&")%',4"60.'*%+")8"-/2-2,%,#&"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,".,+".") %,+',4"21"#$%"

+%1','#'2,"21"&%6(0./'&.#'2,"&2"1./".&"#2"*.I%"#$%"62,6%-#".,.08#'6.008"/%+(,+.,#"',"#$%"1'/&#"-0.6%J"

<%6(0./'&.#'2,"/%1%/&"-/%6'&%08"#2"."&'#(.#'2,"',"H$'6$"/%0'4'2,".,+"'#&"',&#'#(#'2,.0"12/*&"+'*','&$"

',"&26'.0"&'4,'1'6.,6%".,+")%62*%"+';2/6%+"1/2*"#$%"&#.#%K&".--./.#(&%&"21"42;%/,.,6%".,+"

-2H%/"N/%0'4'2,"',"R,40.,+"$.&".1#%/".00"#/.+'#'2,.008"+%/';%+"'#&"-2H%/".,+"',10(%,6%"1/2*"'#&"

',&#'#(#'2,.0"*.,'1%&#.#'2,&PJ"<%6(0./'&.#'2,"+2%&",2#"necessarily"/%1%/"#2"."1.00"',")%0'%1".#"#$%"0%;%0"

21"#$%"',+';'+(.0G".0#$2(4$"#$%"#H2"./%"21#%,"62//%0.#%+J"F,"#$%"1',.0".,.08&'&G"'#"/%*.',&"+'11'6(0#"

#2"&(&#.',".,8"./4(*%,#"#$.#"-2&'#&"#$%"d$(/6$"+'+",2#"&(11%/".,".)&20(#%08"6.#.&#/2-$'6"02&&"21"

4/'- "2;%/"'#&"62,&#'#(%,68".#"&2*%"-2',#"',"#$%"*'++0%"21"#$%"#H%,#'%#$"6%,#(/8J"F,"#$%"BSWE&G"

*%*)%/&"21"#$%"60%/48"H%/%"#$%*&%0;%&".H./%"21"#$%"6/'&'&J"Y/2H,"#.I%&"BSWA".&"#$%"I%8"#(/,',4"

-2',#"H$%,"#$%",(*)%/&")%4.,"&$./-08"1.00',4"2,",%./08"%;%/8"/%0'4'2(&"',+%Q".;.'0.)0%@"6$(/6$"

*%*)%/&$'-G",(*)%/"21").-#'&*&G"<(,+.8"&6$220"%,/20*%,#G",(*)%/"21"R.&#%/"5.8"

62**(,'6.,#&G".,+" #$%"-/2-2/#'2,"21"*.//'.4%&"/%0'4'2(&08"&20%*,'&%+J"=2/"%Q.*-0%G"V, %;%/"

.##%,+%/&X".#"6$(/6$"',"4/%.#%/"b2,+2,"H%/%"DW"-%/"6%,#"',"BSWE")(#"WD"-%/"6%,#"',"BSUBJ117"j ,08"

BJm"*'00'2,"-%2-0%"H%,#"#2"6$(/6$"%;%/8"H%%I")8"BSTEG"1.00',4"1(/#$%/"#2"BJDm"*'00'2,")8"#$%"%,+"

21"#$%"BSTE&J118"!"BSTB"Times"&(/;%8"21"Who’s Who"12(,+"2,08"#H2"-%/"6%,#"#$2(4$#"#$%"6$(/6$"

H.&"V;%/8"',10(%,#'.0X".,+"TU"-%/"6%,#"#$2(4$#"'#"$.+"V0'##0%G"'1".,8G"',10(%,6%JX119"9$'&"62*-./%+"

#2"AA"-%/"6%,#"H$2"#$2(4$#"#$%"9/.+%&": ,'2," d2,4/%&&"H.&";%/8"',10(%,#'.0".,+"mD"-%/"6%,#"H$2"

'+%,#'1'%+"#$%"YYd".&")%',4"&2J120"M%.,H$'0%G"/%0'4'2(&"/.+'2"0'&#%,',4"$.+"+%60',%+"1/2*"mW"-%/"

6%,#"0'&#%,%/&$'-"21"#$%"1';%"62/%"/%0'4'2(&"/.+'2"-/24/.**%&"',"BSiW"#2"[(&#"%'4$#"-%/"6%,#"',"

BSTEJ121"

"

!
!!+  J. de Groot and S. Morgan, "Introduction: Beyond the 'Religious Turn'? Past, Present and Future Perspectives in Gender 
History," in J. de Groot and S. Morgan (eds), 54"<'K4,&4%'-,&'+34'5-*%4&6'94*$,#)T0%),T'948)T)$,'),'K4,&4%'I)1+$%. (Oxford, 2014), 20. 
!!&  Brown, ;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),, 71. 
!!'  Sandbrook, 5+-+4'$#'WM4%T4,*., 464. 
!!,  Holden, Z-S4%1'-,&'Z-,,4%1, 213 
!"(  Sandbrook, 5+-+4'$#'WM4%T4,*., 465. 
!"!  Brown, ;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),, 124. 
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1.6%+"H'#$"#$%"/%.0'&.#'2,"#$%8"H%/%"1.'0',4"#2"H',"$%./#&".,+"*',+&"+%&-'#%"#$%'/"V&'0%,#"*.[2/'#8X"

/$%#2/'6G"&#./#%+"#2"*.I%"4/%.#%/"(&%"21"#$%"62(/#&".,+"V&#/2,4./*X"#.6#'6&"&(6$".&"0%4.0"

',&#/(*%,#&"0'I%")0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0"N.&"H'00")%"&%%,"0.#%/"',"#$%"+'&6(&&'2,PJ"F,"#.,+%*"H'#$"

&%6(0./'&.#'2,G"Y/2H,"-2',#&"2(#G"62,&%/;.#';%"d$/'&#'.,'#8"4/%H"',"/%0.#';%"&'4,'1'6.,6%@"

%;.,4%0'6.0&"H%/%"AB"-%/"6%,#"21".00"2/+',.,+&"',"#$%"d$(/6$"21"R,40.,+"',"BSWSG"/'&',4"#2"im"-%/"

6%,#"',"BSTT".,+"mD"2; %/"6%,#"',"BSUWJ122"9$'&"1(,+.*%,#.0'&#")/.,+"21"d$/'&#'.,'#8"%Q-2(,+%+")8"

M./8"Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"2#$%/&"H.&"$./+08"."&#.,6%".+2-#%+"1/2*"."-2&'#'2,"21"&26'.0".,+"6(0#(/.0"

&#/%,4#$J"c.#$%/G"'#"H.&".,"%&&%,#'.008"+%1%,&';%"/%.6#'2,"#2".--./%,#08"(,&#2--.)0%"*2;%&".H.8"

1/2*"#$%"6$(/6$J"M.,8"21"#$%"&26'.0"6$.,4%&"+%&6/')%+"',"#$%"-/%;'2(&"&%6#'2,"H%/%"/%&-2,&')0%"

12/"#$'&@"#$%"&%Q(.0"/%;20(#'2,"$.+"42,%"&2*%"H.8"',"+';2/6',4"&%Q"1/2*"*2/.0"4('0#G"#$%"&.#'/%"

)22*"$.+".66(&#2*%+"-%2-0%"#2"&%%',4"/%0'4'2,".,+"/%0'4'2(&"1'4(/%&"*26I%+G"82(#$"&()6(0#(/%"

211%/%+",%H"'+%,#'#'%&".,+"0'1%&#80%&"#2"82(,4"-%2-0%".H.8"1/2*"#$%"6$(/6$G".,+"/%0'4'2(&".,+"

#%0%;'&'2,"-/24/.**',4"$.+")%%,"/%-0.6%+"H'#$"&$2H&"%Q-2(,+',4"&6'%,#'1'6"%Q-0.,.#'2,&"21"#$%"

(,';%/&%J123""
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=(/#$%/*2/%G".&"H%00".&"#$%"022&%,',4"21"#$%"-2H%/"21"#$%"d$/'&#'.,"d$(/6$"2;%/"-%2-0%K&")%0'%1&"

.,+"-/.6#'6%&G"12002H',4"#$%"+26I',4"21"#$%"R*-'/%"Z',+/(&$"1/2*"a.*.'6."',"BSiUG"'**'4/.,#&"

',#2"R,40.,+"H%/%"',6/%.&',408"1/2*"#$%"12/*%/"%*-'/%J"9$%"/.6'.0".,#.42,'&*"H$'6$"/%&(0#%+"

1/2*"#$'&")%6.*%"*2&#";'&')0%"#%,"8%./&"0.#%/"+(/',4"#$%"`2##',4"?'00"/'2#&"21"BSmUJ"Y(#"

'**'4/.#'2,"1/2*"#$%"Z%&#"F,+'%&".,+"<2(#$"!&'."#$/2(4$2(#"#$%"BSmE&".,+"BSWE&"6%/#.',08"

$%0-%+"(,+%/*',%".,8"62,&%,&(&"*2+%0"21"Y/'#.',".&"."H$'#%"d$/'&#'.,",.#'2,J"Z'#$"'**'4/.#'2,"

6.*%",%H"-/.6#'6%&G",%H")%0'%1&G";.0(%&G".,+"&%,&')'0'#'%&J"<'*'0./08G"#$%"V+2"82(/"2H,"#$',4X"

%#$2&"21"#$%"*'+ O#2O0.#%"&'Q#'%&G"-./#'6(0./08"%;'+%,#"',"#$%"d2(,#%/6(0#(/%".,+",%H"82(#$"

&()6(0#(/%&G".0&2"2-%,%+",%H".;%,(%&"12/"&%01O%Q-02/.#'2,".,+"&-'/'#(.0'#8"#$.#"1'00%+";2'+&"0%1#"

)%$',+")8".,"',6/%.&',408"'//%0%;.,#"6$(/6$J"<2G"#$%".&&.(0#"2,"#$%"I',+&"21"./4(*%,#&")%',4"

-/2*(04.#%+")8"0%4.0"-$'02&2-$%/&"0'I%"7.#/'6I"5%;0',"H%/%"#H',O-/2,4%+@"."/%+(6#'2,"',"

d$/'&#'.,"1.'#$O).&%+"1/.*%H2/I&".,+"/%0'4'2&'#8"2,"#$%"2,%"$.,+G".,+"."*2;%"#2H./+"."+2O82(/O

2H,O#$',4".,+"1',+O82(/O2H,O*%.,',4" -$'02&2-$'%&"NH$%#$%/"#$.#")%"1(01'00%+")8"62,&(*%/'&*"

2/"u%,"Y(++$'&*P"2,"#$%"2#$%/J""

"

!
!""  Brown, "Religious Crisis of the 1960s," 479. 
!"#  This extended from Beyond the Fringe in 1961, through to the religios sketches of TW3 and the Pythons’ Flying Circus 
between 1969 and 1974. 
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.&"d$/'&#'.,"N.,"'+%,#'#8"#$.#"'&".&"*(6$"6(0#(/.0".&"*%#.-$8&'6.0PG"V#$%'/".6#(.0")%$.;'2(/"'&"

4('+%+")8"62+%&"H$'6$"./%"%&&%,#'.008"'//%0'4'2(&JX"V9$%"Y/'#'&$GX"#$%8"%*-$.&'&%+G"V./%"&6./6%08"

',"#2(6$"H'#$".,8#$',4"/%624,'&.)0%".&"."#/.+'#'2,.0"d$/'&#'.,"*2/.0".4%,+.JX126"Y8"BSSEG"'#"'&"

'*-0.(&')0%"#2"&(44%&#"#$.#"2/4.,'&%+"/%0'4'2,".,+"#$%"d$(/6$"-0.8%+".,8#$',4"0'I%"#$%"/20%"'#"$.+"

+2,%"',"-20'#'6&G"0.HO*.I',4G".,+"#$%"*2/.0"&$%-$%/+',4"21"#$%"R,40'&$"-()0'6"#$.#"'#"$.+"%,[28%+"

',"#$%"1'/&#"$.01"#$%"6%,#(/8J"!&"Y/2H,"./4(%&@"

"

!H%,4%%)#IJKL#")1#IJMN#,*%&%#4"'#"#*%"/0)3#%&7$,0()#(2#8(&"+#.*")3%#,*",#4%),#4"=#-%=()1#,*",#1&%"8%1#7$#-=#

+0-%&"+#G*&0',0")#$0()%%&'#0)#,*%#."7'%'#,(#4*0.*#,*%=#2%+,#,*%=#.(7+1#'7-'.&0-%;#A*%#-",,+%#2(&#G*&0',0")#H&0,"0)#4"'#

4()#-=#$&(3&%''0/%'#4*(#40'*%1#,(#(/%&,7&)#0,'#.()'%&/",0/%#*%3%8()=#")1#+%,#0)#,*%#10/%&'0,=6#,(+%&").%6#")1#'%>7"+#

+0-%&"+0'8#,*%#$%($+%#.+%"&+=#4%+.(8%1;#A*0'#4"'#(/%&4*%+80)3+=#"#1%2%",#2(&#(&3")0'%1#&%+030()6#1%'$0,%#8")=#+0-%&"+#

G*&0',0")'#:(0)0)3#$&(3&%''0/%#."7'%';#?(-(1=#4*(#+((E'#",#,*%#',",0',0.'#.")#-%#0)#")=#*()%',#(&#&%"+0',0.#1(7-,#"-(7,#

4*(#4()#")1#+(',#0)#,*%#'0>,0%'#")1#'%/%),0%';<127"

"

!4.', G"#$'&"H.&",2#",%6%&&./'08"."/%[%6#'2,"21")%0'%1"2/"&-'/'#(.0'#8J"F#"H.&G"$2H%;%/G"-./#"21"#$%"

V+'&&20(#'2,"21"d$/'&#%,+2*G"."+2*',.,#"d$/'&#'.,"6(0#(/%JX128"9$'&"#/.,&12/*.#'2,"6./;%+"2(#"

,%H"&-.6%"12/"+'11%/%,#"H.8&"21"#$',I',4".)2(#"2)&6%,%".,+"211%,&';%"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,&").&%+",2#"

&2"*(6$"2,"'+%.&"21"&26'.0"*2/.0'#8G")(#"2#$%/"62,&'+%/.#'2,&").&%+"2,"'+%.&"21"-&86$2024'6.0"

$./*".,+"#$%"2-%/.#'2,"21"-2H%/J"

D)1(%'$1/1*%"*341(/")#5*

"

Y8"#$%"BSTE&G"#$%/%"$.+")%%,"."+/.*.#'6"%Q-.,&'2,"21"#$%"0'*'#&"21"-%/*'&&')'0'#8"',"R,40'&$"

&26'%#8".,+"6(0#(/%J"9$'&"62,;',6%+"&2*%"62,6%/,%+"H'#$"#$%"*2/.0"H%01./%"21"#$%",.#'2,"#$.#"

#$%"0%4'&0.#';%"1/.*%H2/I&"',"-0.6%"#2"-20'6%"2)&6%,'#8"$.+")%62*%"%,#'/%08"/%+(,+.,#J"F,"BSTEG"

<'/"d8/'0"Y0.6I"/%#'/%+G".,+"M'6$.%0"?.;%/&"%,#%/%+"-./0'.*%,#".&"M7"12/"Z'*)0%+2,"N'#"H.&"',"

1.6#"?.;%/&"H$2"$.+"/%-/%&%,#%+"Y0.6I"H$%,"$%".--0'%+"12/"."+%&#/(6#'2,"2/+%/".4.',&#"Last Exit 

!
!"$  Eric Jacobs and Robert Worcester, R 4';%)+)136';%)+-),'0,&4%'+34'Z!9>1*$Y4 (London, 1990), 77-84. 
!"% Ibid. 
!"+  Ibid. 
!"&  Brown, ;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),, 278.  
!"'  Brown, "Religious Crisis of the 1960s," 478.  
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to BrooklynPJ"?.;%/&"&()&%3(%,#08"H/2#%"."/%-2/#"12/"#$%"<26'%#8"21"d2,&%/;.#';%"b.H8%/&"N<dbP"

2,"#$%"&#.#%"21"#$%"R,40'&$"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&J129"7()0'&$%+"',"5%6%*)%/"BSTBG"#$%"/%&(0#',4"#%Q#G"The 

Pollution of the MindG"./4(%+"#$.#"#$%"0.H&".4.',&#"211%,&';%"*.#%/'.0&"H%/%"#22"&()[%6#';%".,+"

'*-/%6'&%G".+;26.#',4"12/"#H2",%H"211%,6%&@"2,%"21"V-()0'6"',+%6%,68X".,+"2,%"21"V2)&6%,'#8JX"

F,+%6%,68"H2(0+")%"+%1',%+".&"V4/2&&08"211%,&';%"#2"#$%"-()0'6".#"0./4%X".,+"2)&6%,'#8".&"

&2*%#$',4"H$'6$G"',".++'#'2,"#2"#$'&G"V.--%.0&"#2"."0%H+"2/"1'0#$8"',#%/%&#"',"&%QG"2/"'&"/%-%00%,#JX"

9$'&"H.&"-./#"21".," .*)'#'2, ".*2,4&#"*2/.0'&#&"#2"4%#"/'+"21"#$%"V+%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#X"#%&#"

H$'6$"$.+"-/2;%,"&2"#$2/,8"',"#$%"62(/#&G".,+"#2"/%-0.6%"'#"H'#$"."#%&#").&%+"2,"*.[2/'#8"

62**(,'#8"&#.,+./+&J"Y(#"60%./08"#$%"12/*(0.#'2,&"#$%"<db"6.*%"(-"H'#$"/%0'%+"2,"%;%,"*2/%"

&()[%6#';%"[(+4%*%,#&"#$.,"#$%"%Q'&#',4"0.H&G".&"-2',#%+"2(#"',"',#%/,.0"?2*%"j11'6%",2#%&".1#%/"

#$%"/%-2/#K&"-()0'6.#'2,"H$'6$G"',"."&(**./8"21"#$%"/%62**%,+.#'2,&G"12(,+"#$%*"#2")%"

V.&#2,'&$',408"',%-#JX130""

"

?2*%"j11'6%"6';'0"&%/;.,#&"',"BSTB"H%/%".)0%"#2".--/%6'.#%"#$%"',#%,#'2,"21"#$%"2/'4',.0"

62**'##%%"#$.#"$.+"+/.1#%+"#$%"BSmS"Obscene Publications BillJ"F#"H.&",2#"%,2(4$"12/"*.#%/'.0"#2"

&'*-08")%"V211%,&';%JX"F#"$.+"#2"-2&&%&&"&2*%"V1(/#$%/"3(.0'#8"H'#$"H$'6$".,"2)[%6#';%"2)&%/;%/"

H2(0+"H'&$"#2"+/.H"#$%"0',%JX131"Y(#"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%".0&2".6I,2H0%+4%+"#$.#"#$%"6%,#/.0"

+'11'6(0#8"',".+*','&#%/',4"#$%"%Q'&#',4"0.H"H.&"#$%"1.6#"#$.#"V&#.,+./+&"$.;%"6$.,4%+"&2"/.-'+08"

/%6%,#08".,+"#$%/%"'&"1./"0%&&"21"."62**2,"&#.,+./+"#$.,"#$%/%"$.&"%;%/")%%,")%12/%JX132"9$'&"$'#"

(-2,".,"'*-2/#.,#"-2',# @"'#"H.&",2#"&'*-08"#$%"6.&%"#$.#"#$%"&-/%.+"21"2)&6%,'#8"$.+")%%,"#$%"

/%&(0#"21"0%4'&0.#';%"1.'0(/%"2/".,"',.)'0'#8"#2"$.0#"."&*.00",(*)%/"2/"/.+'6.0&"2/"%Q-02'#.#';%"*2,%8O

*.I%/&G")(#"#$.#"&#.,+./+&"$.+"60%./08"6$.,4%+".,+"#$%/%"H.&",2"02,4%/".,8"62,&%,&(&"2,"#$%"

-0.6%"21"2)&6%,'#8"',"&26'%#8"2/"2,"$2H"*2/.0'#8"&$2(0+")%"-20'6%+"N'1"#$%/%"$.+"%;%/"%;%,")%%,"

62,&%,&(&"',"#$%"1'/&#"-0.6%PJ""

"

9$%&%"+'11%/%,#"V.--/2.6$%&X"#2"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"*.I%"12/"(&%1(0".,.08#'6.0"

6.#%42/'%&J"F#"'&"'*-2/#.,#"#2"%*-$.&'_%G"$2H%;%/G"#$.#"H$'0&#"#$2&%"H'#$',"#$%&%"4/2(-&"*.8"

$.;%")%%,"'+%2024'6.008"&'*'0./"',"#$%'/".--/2.6$"#2"2)&6%,'#8G"#$'&"+2%&",2#"*%.,"#$%8"H%/%"

$2*24%,2(&"4/2(-&"H'#$"&'*'0./".--/2.6$%&"#2".,8#$',4"%0&%J"9$%")2(,+./'%&")%#H%%,"#$%&%"

+'11%/%,#"4/2(-&"H%/%".0&2"-%/*%.)0%".,+"&2*%"',+';'+(.0&"&#/.++0%+"#H2"2/"*2/%"4/2(-&J"F#"'&"

H2/#$"/%;'%H',4"#$%"1';%"6.#%42/'%&"#$.#"H'00")%"(&%+"$%/%".,+ "&2*%"21"#$%"-$'02&2-$8"2/"

!
!",  TNA: HO, 302/52, “The Pollution of the Mind” proposals from The Society of Conservative Lawyers for new definitions of 
indecency and obscenity (1972). !
!#(  Ibid, Internal memo.!
!#!  Ibid.!
!#"  Ibid. !
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'+%20248"(,+%/08',4"%.6$"4/2(-K&".--/2.6$"#2"2)&6%,'#8J"9$'&"'&",2#"',#%,+%+"#2")%"."

62*-/%$%,&';%"2;%/;'%H")(#"#2"4';%".")/2.+"'+%."21"H$2"'&"',"*',+"H$%,"#$%"+'&6(&&'2,"(&%&"

62,;%,'%,#"8%#"4%,%/.0'&',4"#%/*&"&(6$".&"V*2/.0'&#GX"V0')%/.0GX"V/.+'6.0X".,+"V-2-(0'&#JX"

"

Radicals 

"

='/&#08G"#$%/%"H%/%"#$2&%"V/.+'6.0&X"12/"H$2*"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"H.&".,"%&&%,#'.008"

'+%2024'6.0"-/2[%6#"#2"&$26I")2(/4%2'&"&%,&')'0'#'%&G"/200").6I"#$%"1/2,#'%/&"21".66%-#.)'0'#8".,+"

%Q#%,+".+(0#"1/%%+2*J"=2/"#$2&%"H$2"#22I"#$'&";'%HG"2)&6%,'#8"H.&"."*%.,&"#2"V6$%6IX"#$%"

+2*',.,#"6(0#(/%".&"H%00"#2"#%&#".,+"-/2)%")2(,+./'%&J"9$'&".--/2.6$"$.+")%%,"H%00"6.-#(/%+"',"

L%2/4%"j/H%00K&"60.'*"#$.#"V2)&6%,'#8"'&G".1#%/".00G"."I',+"21"&();%/&';%,%&&JX133"!&"$.&")%%,"&%%,G"

#$'&"1%+"211".,+"H.&"62,+(6';%"#2"#$%"H'+%/"2,42',4"6$.00%,4%"#2"%&#.)0'&$%+"H.8&"21"V+2',4"

#$',4&X"',"-2&#OBSmW"R,40.,+J"9$%&%"/.+'6.0&"',60(+%+"'*-2/#.,#"$(*.,'&#&G"0')%/#./'.,&G"

-/2;26.#%(/&G"./#'&#&G"/.+'6.0")22I&%00%/&G"62(,#%/6(0#(/.0"'62,&G".,+"."$.,+1(0"21"/.+'6.0"0.H8%/&J"

F#"'&",2#"',#%,+%+"#2"-/21'0%"%;%/82,%"H$2"H'00"1%.#(/%"',"#$%"+'&6(&&'2,"/'4$#"$%/%G")(#"'#"'&"H2/#$"

*%,#'2,',4" &2*%"'00(&#/.#';%"%Q.*-0%&J""

"

9$%"b2,+2,O).&%+"62(,#%/6(0#(/%G"12/"',&#.,6%G"H.&"1%/#'0%"4/2(,+"12/"1',+',4"-%2-0%"H$2"&.H"

2)&6%,'#8".&"."&();%/&';%G"%;%,",%6%&&./8"-20'#'6.0".6#J134"F#"&$2(0+")%",2#%+"#$.#"#$%/%"H%/%"

&'4,'1'6.,#"#%,&'2,&")%#H%%,"#$%"62(,#%/6(0#(/%".,+"2#$%/"1.6#'2,&"21"#$%"-20'#'6.0"0%1#k".&"R/'6"

?2)&).H*G"."*%*)%/"21"#$%"d2**(,'&#"7./#8"-(#"'#G"V&$26I',4"#$%")2(/4%2'&'%"'&G".0.&G"%.&'%/"

#$.,"2;%/#$/2H',4"$'*JX135"Y(#"62(,#%/6(0#(/.0"0%.+%/&"0'I%"Oz"%+'#2/"c'6$./+"`%;'00%";'%H%+"

2)&6%,'#8"',"-()0'6.#'2,&"0'I%"$'&"2H,".&"+2',4"6/(6'.0"-20'#'6.0"H2/IJ"`%;'00%"$.+"0%1#"$'&"$2*%"

62(,#/8"21"!(&#/.0'.")%6.(&%"$%"12(,+"'#"."V&#.4,.,#G"!,402Od%0#'6"&26'%#8G"-./26$'.0G"-(/'#.,'6.0G"

62,12/*'&#".,+".(#$2/'#./'.,X".,+"$%"$.+")%4(,"."VH./".4.',&#"+%1%/%,6%X"H$'0&#"."$'4$"&6$220J"

`%;'00%"$.+"0.(,6$%+"Oz"H$'0&#"&#'00"',"!(&#/.0'.".,+"(&%+"'#"#2"/'+'6(0%"!(&#/.0'.,"&%Q(.0"*2/%&G"

1%.#(/',4"./#'60%&"2,"-20'6%")/(#.0'#8G"6%,&2/&$'-G".,+"#$%"Z$'#%"!(&#/.0'."-20'68G".*2,4&#"2#$%/"

#$',4&J"9$'&"0%+"#2"."-/2&%6(#'2,"12/"2)&6%,'#8"H$'0&#"',"!(&#/.0'.".1#%/"H$'6$"`%;'00%"+%6'+%+"#2"

42"#2"R,40.,+J"Z$%,"$%"*2;%+"#2"b2,+2,G"`%;'00%G"$'&"-/%;'2(&"62O+%1%,+.,#"c'6$./+"Z.0&$G"

.,+"#$%"&22,O#2O)%O.660.'*%+"-2-"./#'&#"M./#',"<$./-")%6.*%"%*)%++%+"',"#$%"V<H',4',4"

!
!## George Orwell, "Funny, But Not Vulgar," P4-&4%, 28 July 1945. !
134 There is a pervasive argument in the secondary literature that the Counterculture was a metropolitan, or even exclusively 
London-based, phenomenon. A major problem here is how little research has gone into looking at the counterculture in other 
regions. This will not be explored in more depth here but it is worth sounding a note of caution over the Counterculture being a 
‘London thing’. 
!#% Eric Hobsbawm, 94:$80+)$,-%)41 (London, 1973), 219. 
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b2,+2,X"&6%,%".,+"b2,+2,"Oz"H.&"0.(,6$%+"',"a.,(./8"BSWTG"&22,"&%00',4"UEGEEE"62-'%&".,+"

/';.00',4"ITJ"Oz’s"0')%/.0"(&%"21"2)&6%,'#8"0%+"#$%"577"#2"I%%-"#.)&"2,"#$%"-()0'6.#'2,".,+"

%;%,#(.008"/%&(0#%+"',".,"2)&6%,'#8"-/2&%6(#'2,G"."6.&%"&#(+8"',"#$%",%Q#"6$.-#%/J"F,"BSTEG"`%;'00%"

-()0'&$%+"Play PowerG"."6%0%)/.#'2,"21"#$%"',#%/,.#'2,.0"(,+%/4/2(,+J136"F,"#$%")22IG"`%;'00%"

$'4$0'4$#%+"#$%"'*-2/#.,6%"21"62,1/2,#',4"."&26'%#8"#$.#"H.&"*(6$"*2/%"6%,&2/'2(&"#$.,"'#"21#%,"

)%0'%;%+"'#&%01"#2")%G"H'#$"2)&6%,'#8".6#',4".&"2,%"#%6$,20248"#2".6$'%;%"#$'&J137"?'&#2/'.,"c'6$./+"

d.//',4#2,"./4(%&"#$.#"H$'0&#"'#"H.&"4%,%/.008"V0')%/.0&X"N#$%",%Q#"6.#%42/8P"',"-2&'#'2,&"21"-2H%/"

.,+".(#$2/'#8"H$2".662**2+.#%+"62(,#%/6(0#(/.0"+%*.,+&G"#$%":,+%/4/2(,+"+%&%/;%&"6/%+'#"

12/"12/6',4"&(6$"+%*.,+&"2,#2"#$%'/".4%,+.".,+"V/%-.',#',4"0')%/.0'&*"',")20+",%H"6202(/&JX138"

"

M.,8"21"#$2&%"',;20;%+"', "#$%": ,+%/4/2(,+G"',60(+',4"`%;'00%G")%0'%;%+"#$.#"2)&6%,'#8"H.&"-./#"

.,+"-./6%0"21"#$%"V-/';.#%"/%;20(#'2,"',"&%Q(.0".##'#(+%&X"H$'6$"$.+"2/'4',.#%+"H'#$".,+"H'#$',"

V$'--'%"%,;'/2,*%,#&JX139"?22I',4"#$'&"#2"#$%"-$8&'6'.,".,+"-&86$2.,.08&#"Z'00'.*"c%'6$K&"

N.,2#$%/"62(,#%/6(0#(/.0"1.;2(/'#%P")%0'%1"#$.#"$.--',%&&".,+"422+,%&&"H%/%"+'/%6#08"/%0.#%+"#2"

&%Q(.0"H%00)%',4".,+"#$.#"&26'%#8"H.&"+22*%+"(,0%&&"&%Q(.008"$%.0#$8G"`%;'00%".&&%/#%+"#$.#"#$%"

(,+%/4/2(,+".,+"'#&"_%.02(&"&*.&$',4"21"',$')'#'2,&"H.&"#$%"1'/&#"&#%-"#2"."$.--'%/".,+"1/%%/"

6';'0'&.#'2,J140"9$%"2)&6%,'#8"',"(,+%/4/2(,+"*.4._',%&"62(0+"6%/#.',08")%"1(,,8".,+"*'4$#"$%0-"

&%00"*.4._',%&")(#"'#"H.&".0&2G"',"#$'&";'%HG"+2',4"&2*%#$',4"*2/%"*.#%/'.0".&"H%00J"!&"a'*"

!,+%/&2,"$.&"-(#"'#@"

"

!OD#4"'#"+4"='#8%"),#,(#-%#27))=6#/%&=6#/%&=#"87'0)3;#P2#=(7#+((E#,*&(73*#OD#=(7B++#20)1#"++#,*0'#'%>7"+0,=#-7,#0,B'#

"+4"='#"87'0)3;#P,B'#8(.E0)3#$(&)(3&"$*=#(&#8(.E0)3#.()/%),0()"+#'%>7"+#8(&%'6#8(.E0)3#.()/%),0();#P,B'#"++#$"&,#

(2#0,'#'",0&0."+#(&030)'FQ%($+%#&%3"&1%1#7'#"'#$(&)(3&"$*0.#-7,#4%#4%&%#/%&=#'%&0(7'#"-(7,#4*",#4%#4%&%#1(0)3#")1#

101)B,#&%3"&1#(7&'%+/%'#"'#$(&)(3&"$*0.;#R%#4%&%#0),(# '%>7"+#2&%%1(8#")1# '%>7"+#+0-%&",0()#")1#02#4%#4"),%1#,(#

$7-+0'*#"#$0.,7&%#40,*#'%>7"+#.(),%),#0,#4(7+1#"+'(#*"/%#"#$(0),#,(#8"E%6#")1#4%#4(7+1#0)'0',#()#$7-+0'*0)3#0,;<141#

"

92")%"&(/%G"62(,#%/6(0#(/.0"2)&6%,'#8"62(0+")%"+'&#',6#08"(,O/.+'6.0".,+"%;%,"/%.6#'2,./8J"

!0#$2(4$".,"!*%/'6.,G"c2)%/#"d/(*)K&"'00(&#/.#'2,&".,+"62*'6"&#/'-&"1/%3(%,#08".--%./%+"',"#$%"

Y/'#'&$"(,+%/4/2(,+"-/%&&J"!&"#$%"&6$20./"Y/.,+2,"`%0&2,"$.&"2)&%/;%+G"d/(*)"/%-/2+(6%+"

V211%,&';%"/.6'.0".,+"&%Q(.0"6./'6.#(/%&".)&%,#"21".,8"2);'2(&".##%*-#"#2"62,+%*,"2/"',#%//24.#%"

!
!#+ Michael Barber, "Neville, Richard Clive (1941-2016), !(J; .!
!#& Richard Carrington paints Neville less as a “radical” or Marxist than a classically liberal Millite that upheld the paramount 
importance of the freedom of the individual: Collins, V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+., 145-154. But Neville has been included in this category as 
someone who went beyond a liberal position which might &4#4,& the use of obscenity, to actually 014 obscenity to an essentially 
political end. 
!#'  Ibid. 
!#,  Neville, V8-.'V$H4%, 60.!
!$(  Ibid., 61.!
!$!  Green, (-.1 '),'+34'P)#4, 338, 383.!
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#$%*X".,+"',"+2',4"&2"$%"/%-/%&%,#%+"V.,".%&#$%#'6"21"-%/-%#(.0".,+".-20'#'6.0"2)&6%,'#8"#$.#"

1.;2(/&"#$%"6200'&'2,"21"+'&62/+.,#"&#80%&".,+"#$%*%&".&"'#&"*%#$2+"12/"(0#'*.#%08".6$'%;',4"

'+%2024'6.0",(00'1'6.#'2,JX142"F,"#$'&"6.&%G"#$%/%"H.&",2"62$%/%,#"'+%20248"12/"[(&#'18',4"#$%"

2)&6%,'#8G")/',4',4"'#"602&%/"#2"BSAE&"&(//%.0'&*"',"/%&'&#',4".,8"',#%/-/%#.#'2,J"=(/#$%/*2/%G".&"

H'00")%"+%#.'0%+"1(/#$%/"',"6$.-#%/"1';%G"#$%"+'&#',6#'2,")%#H%%,"."#/(08"/.+'6.0".,+"&();%/&';%"

2)&6%,'#8"2/"%Q-0'6'#,%&&G".,+"*2/%"/2(#',%"%Q-02'#.#'2,".,+"62**%/6'.0'&*")%6.*%"*2/%"

+'11'6(0#"#2"*.',#.',"2;%/"#'*%G".,+"#$%":,+%/4/2(,+"H.&"(,.)0%"#2"$.,+0%"1%*','&#"2)[%6#'2,&"2/"

H2*%,K&"0')%/.#'2,"*2/%")/2.+08J"M./#$."c2H%"H.&".--.00%+")8"#$%"&()&%3(%,#"V62**%/6'.0X"

+'/%6#'2,"21"Oz".,+"'#&"(,62*-0'6.#%+08"V-2/,24/.-$'6X"'*.4%&"+%;2'+"21".,8"V/%+%%*',4"

.%&#$%#'6",2/".,8"-20'#'6.0".00%42/'6.0"-2',#JX"

"

!&".,2#$%/"%Q.*-0%G".,+".&"1./".&"0.H8%/&"42G"a2$,"M2/#'*%/"OO"H$2".--%./%+"12/"#$%"+%1%,6%"',"

*.,8"2)&6%,'#8"#/'.0&"+(/',4"#$%"BSTE&"OO"&$2(0+")%"62,&'+%/%+"/.+'6.0"+%&-'#%"$'&"R&#.)0'&$*%,#"

(-)/',4',4J 143"Z'#$"V)2$%*'.,"#%,+%,6'%&X"&',6%"$'&"#'*%".#"&6$220G"M2/#'*%/"H.&"."0')%/#./'.,"

H$2"/%&20;%+"2,08"#2"+%1%,+"H$%,"$%"#22I"&'0I"',"BSWWJ144"?%"V&62/,%+"#$%",2#'2,"#$.#"-()0'&$%+"

H2/I&"62(0+"]62//(-#".,+"+%-/.;%KX".,+"$'&"+%1%,6%"21"1/%%+2*"21"%Q-/%&&'2,"*%.,#"$%"

+%1%,+%+",2#"2,08"%+48"62*'6&G",2;%0&".,+"-20'#'6.0"*.4._',%&")(#".0&2"-2/,24/.-$'6"*.4._',%&"

.,+")0(%"*2;'%&J"?%"$.+".0&2"0%+"#$%"!/#&"d2(,6'0"',"#$%'/"2H,"6.*-.'4,".4.',&#"#$%"b2/+"

d$.*)%/0.',K&"&#.4%"6%,&2/&$'-J145"F,"#$%&%"H.8&G"H$%/%.&"`%;'00%"6.,")%"&%%,"#2"$.;%"(&%+"

2)&6%,'#8"2&#%,&')08".&"."H%.-2,"21".##.6I"',".")/2.+"6(0#(/.0"62,#%&#G"M2/#'*%/"H.&"-./#"21"H$.#"

6.,"/%.&2,.)08")%"6.00%+"."/.+'6.0"+%1%,6%"21"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&J""

"

Liberals & “Permissives” 

"

c%0.#%+"#2"#$%"/.+'6.0&"H$2"-(#"2)&6%,'#8"V#2"H2/IGX"'#"'&"-2&&')0%"#2"+%1',%".,2#$%/G"*2/%"

6.(#'2(&".,+"266.&'2,.008".*)';.0%,#"8%#"&#'00")/2.+08"-%/*'&&';%".--/2.6$"#2"2)&6%,'#8".,+"

-2/,24/.-$8"',"#$'&"-%/'2+J"9$'&"4/2(-"62,&'&#%+"21"#$2&%"H$2"#%,+%+"#2"%*-$.&'&%"#$%"1.6#"#$.#"

&26'.0"&#.,+./+&"H%/%"6$.,4',4".,+"H$2"H%/%"#$%*&%0;%&"21#%,"/%&-2,&')0%"12/"%,4',%%/',4"2/"

1.6'0'#.#',4"."&26'%#8"',"H$'6$"."*2/%"/%0.Q%+G"#20%/.,#G".,+"0')%/.0"2(#022I")%6.*%"',6/%.&',408"

-/%;.0%,#J"9$%&%"H%/%"4%,%/.008"-20'#'6'.,&G"%+'#2/&G"62**%,#.#2/&".,+".6#';'&#&"/22#%+"',"."BS#$"

!
!$"  Brandon Nelson, “‘Sick humor which serves no purpose’: Whiteman, Angelgood and the aesthetics of obscenity in the comix 
of R. Crumb,” O$0%,-8'$#'K%-Y3)*'J$:481'-,&'7$M)*1'8:2 (2017), 140.!
!$# Valerie Grove, "Mortimer, Sir John Clifford (1923-2009), !(J; . Mortimer attended Harrow and Oxford. 
!$$ Ibid. 
!$% Ibid. 
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6%,#(/8"Y/'#'&$"M'00'#%O0')%/.0"#/.+'#'2,J"9$%"Z201%,+%,"c%-2/#"H.&"."60.&&'6"&#.#%*%,#"21"#$'&"

-2&'#'2,"1/2*"H$'6$"*(6$"21"#$%"0')%/.0O-%/*'&&';%"0%4'&0.#'2,"21"#$%"BSWE&"$.+"102H%+J""

"

!#"#$%"0%;%0"21"#$%"&#.#%G"#$%&%"H%/%".0&2"#$2&%"-%2-0%"H$2"!/#$(/"M./H'6I"&(44%&#%+"&$2(0+")%"

4';%,"#$%"V6/%+'#"12/"0')%/.0'&.#'2,"2;%/"#$%"BSWE&JJJ#$%"%Q'&#%,6%"',".(#$2/'#8"21"*%,".,+"H2*%,"

21"#/.+'#'2,.0"%,0'4$#%,%+".,+"/.#'2,.0"2(#022IX"H$2"/%&-2,+%+"#2"*2/%"/.+'6.0".,+"

62(,#%/6(0#(/.0"+%*.,+&"V10%Q')08".,+"#20%/.,#08JX146"F,"#$%"&'Q#'%&G"#$%8"$.+")%%,"-%2-0%"0'I%"

?2*%"<%6/%#./8"c28"a%,I',&J"a%,I',&"$'*&%01"$.+")%%,"62**'##%+"#2"%Q#%,+',4".+(0#"1/%%+2*G"

./4(',4"',"$'&"BSmS")22I"The Labour CaseG"-.6%"92,8"d/2&0.,+G"#$.#"#$%")022+"21"#$%"&26'.0'&#"

&$2(0+".0H.8&"62,#.',"V."#/.6%"21"#$%".,./6$'&#".,+"#$%"0')%/#./'.,G".,+",2#"#22"*(6$"21"#$%"-/'4"

.,+"#$%"-/(+%JX147"a%,I',&".+;26.#%+"12/"V#$%",%%+"#2"6.*-.'4,"12/"."4%,%/.0"60'*.#%"21"2-','2,"

1.;2(/.)0%"#2"4.'%#8".,+"#20%/.,6%G".,+"2--2&%+"#2"-(/'#.,'6.0"/%&#/'6#'2,".,+"."+/.)G"(408"-.##%/,"

21"0'1%JX148"F,"#$'&"H.8G"a%,I',&"H.&"',".662/+.,6%"H'#$"2#$%/"1'4(/%&"21"-2H%/".,+".(#$2/'#8"

&8*-.#$%#'6"#2"%Q#%,+',4".+(0#"1/%%+2*"',60(+',4"?(4$"d./0%#2,"L/%%,%G"#$%"5'/%6#2/OL%,%/.0"

21"#$%"YYd")%#H%%,"BSWE".,+"BSWSJ"L/%%,%"#22"$.+")%%,"2(#&-2I%,".)2(#"$'&"H'&$"#2"

%,62(/.4%"#$%"V%&&%,#'.0"-0(/.0'&*"21"Y/'#'&$"0'1%X".,+"$'&";'%H"#$.#"'#"H.&".")/2.+6.&#%/K&"

2)0'4.#'2,"#2")%"1.;2(/.)0%"V#2H./+&"#20%/.,6%".,+"#2H./+&"#$%"*.Q'*(*"0')%/#8"21"

%Q-/%&&'2,JX149"

"

j,%"%Q.*-0%"21"$2H"#$'&"'*-(0&%"H.&"',$%/'#%+"',"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"6.,")%"2)&%/;%+"',"#$%"

6';'0"&%/;'6%J"!&"H'00")%"&%%,G"'#"H.&"6';'0"&%/;.,#&"N'1",2#".0H.8&"#$%'/"42;%/,*%,#"*','&#%/&P"H$2"

+(/',4"2)&6%,'#8"',3('/'%&"21#%,"12002H%+"."0')%/.0G"-/.4*.#'6".,+"/2(4$08"0.'&&%_O1.'/%"-.##%/,"21"

#$2(4$#G"2/"H$.#"M./H'6I"/%1%//%+"#2".&"V*%.&(/%+"[(+4%*%,#GX"',"#$%'/"6.&%"1'0%&J"F,"',#%/,.0"

,2#%&".,+"*%*2&G"6';'0"&%/;.,#&"1/%3(%,#08"*.+%"1(,"21"&2*%"21"#$%"*2/%"$8&#%/'6.0"/%&-2,&%&"#2"

*.#%/'.0"#$.#"$.+")%%,"-%/6%';%+"#2")%"211%,&';%"H$'0&#"%&6.0.#',4"6.&%&"#$%8"-%/6%';%+"#2"$.;%"

/%.008"42,%")%82,+"#$%"-.0%"',"#$%'/"#/.,&4/%&&'2,"21"6(0#(/.0")2(,+./'%&G")(#"(&(.008"0%.,',4"2,"

#$%"&'+%"21"-%/*'&&';%,%&&J"d';'0"&%/;.,#&K"#$2(4$#"-/26%&&%&G"H$%/%"#$%8"$.;%")%%,"#/.6%.)0%"',"

#$%"./6$';%&G"&$2H"#$%"*2&#"2);'2(&"%;'+%,6%"21"/%6I2,',4"H'#$"H$.#"-/%;.'0',4"60'*.#%&"21"

2-','2,".6#(.008"H%/%"',"/%0.#'2,"#2"+'11%/%,#"4%,/%&"21"2)&6%,'#8G".,+"#$%&%"$.;%"-/2;'+%+"(&%1(0"

',&'4$#&"12/"#$%"+'&6(&&'2,"',"6$.-#%/&"#H2G"#$/%%".,+"12(/J"

"

!
!$+ Marwick, 234'5)"+)41, 15.!
!$& Roy Jenkins, 234'P-Q$0%'7-14 (London, 1959). Tony Crosland’s original quote appears in his 234'=0+0%4'$#'5$*)-8)1M (London, 
1956). 
!$'  Quoted in Green, L88'(%4114&'?Y, 56-57. !
!$,  Ibid., 61-62.!
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Populist Profiteers 

"

9$%,"#$%/%"H%/%"#$2&%"12/"H$2*"2)&6%,'#8"h".,+"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"*2/%")/2.+08"h"H.&".,"

2--2/#(,'#8"12/"*.I',4"*2,%8J"9$'&"H.&"21#%,"62(6$%+"',"."0.,4(.4%"21"-2-(0'&*"#$.#"-0.8%+"2,"

#$%"#$%*%&"21"N*.',08"*.0%G"*.',08"$%#%/2&%Q(.0P"1(,G"0')%/#./'.,'&*G".,+"-0%.&(/%J"F#"*.8"H%00"

$.;%"266(//%+"#2"&2*%"21"#$2&%"H$2"1%00"',#2"#$'&"6.#%42/8"#$.#"#$%8"H%/%"-(&$',4").6I"#$%"

)2(,+./'%&"21"-%/*'&&')'0'#8".,+"%Q#%,+',4"#$%"6.(&%"21"&%Q(.0"0')%/.0'&*G"8%#"#$%"6$'%1"62,6%/,"

/%*.',%+")('0+',4")(&',%&&"%*-'/%&J"F,"#$'&"H.8G"'#"'&"1.'/"#2"&.8"#$.#"62**%/6'.0"2--2/#(,'&*"

+'+"-(&$").6I"#$%"1/2,#'%/&"21"#$%"-%/*'&&';%"&26'%#8G"*.I',4"6.-'#.0'&*"'#&%01".&"H%00".&".110(%,6%"

."I%8"0%,&"#$/2(4$"H$'6$"#2".--/2.6$"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"BSUE&".,+"BSUE&J""

"

c%#(/,',4"#2"&21#62/%"*.4._',%&"&%/;%&".&"2,%"'00(&#/.#'2,"21"#$%"*2,%8"#2")%"*.+%"',"-/2)',4"

#$%"0'*'#&"21".66%-#.)'0'#8J"!&"&%%,".)2;%G"+%*.,+".,+"&(--08"21"#$%&%"$.+"%Q-.,+%+"/.-'+08"2;%/"

#$%"BSWE&J"9$%"62**%/6'.008"4'1#%+"VL2+1.#$%/"21"72/,X"7.(0"c.8*2,+G"(&',4"*2,%8"1/2*"$'&"

&(66%&&1(0"c%;(%)./G")%4.,"0.(,6$',4"40.*2(/"*.4._',%&"',"BSWi"H'#$"KingG".'*',4"12/"#$%*"#2"

.--%./".&"/%&-%6#.)0%"-/2+(6#&"21"#$%",%H"&%Q(.0"0')%/.0'&*J150"F,"BSTBG"$%"/%0.(,6$%+"Men Only"

.&"."+%+'6.#%+"&21#62/%"*.4._',%G"."+%6'&'2,"H$'6$"-.'+"+';'+%,+&J151"Z$.#%;%/"-20'#'6.0"2/"

'+%2024'6.0"-2&'#'2,&"c.8*2,+"$.;%"$%0+k"$%"+2%&",2#".--%./"#2"$.;%")%%,"-/'*./'08"*2#';.#%+"

)8"#$%*J"?'&")'24/.-$%/"7.(0"Z'00%##&"/%*./I&"#$.#"#$%"V&I',+(&#/8X"12/"c.8*2,+"H.&".)2(#"V$'&"

.)'+',4"2)&%&&'2,"h",2#"&%QG")(#"*2,%8p.)2(#"62,#/')(#',4"#2"#$%"62&#"21"$'&",%Q#"Y%,#0%8G"$'&"

<.;'0%"c2H"&('#&JK152"Y8"#$%"0.#%"BSUE&G"$'&")(&',%&&%&"$.+"-/21'#&"21"./2(,+"tW"*'00'2,"."8%./".,+"

$%"$.+")%62*%"."-/2*',%,#".+*'/%/"21"M./4./%#"9$.#6$%/J153"

"

!,2#$%/"V9$.#6$%/'#%")%12/%"9$.#6$%/GX"#$%"Z%0&$")(&',%&&*.,".,+"-2/,24/.-$%/"5.;'+"

<(00';.,"12(,+G"0'I%"c.8*2,+G"-2/,24/.-$8"#2")%"."/2(#%"#2"62**%/6'.0"&(66%&&J"<(00';.,K&"2H,"

)'24/.-$%/"M./I"e'00'6I"$.&"H/'##%,".)2(#"$2H"',"BSTE".,+"1/%&$"2(#"21"(,';%/&'#8G"<(00';.,"

12(,+"$'*&%01"',&-'/%+")8"Y2)"L(66'2,%K&"-2/,24/.-$'6"*.'0"2/+%/")(&',%&&"H$'6$"$.+"*.+%"

$'*"%Q#/%*%08"/'6$J154"5%&-'#%"$'&"%#$'6.008"+()'2(&")(&',%&&"-/.6#'6%&G".1#%/"&#./#',4"$'&"2H,"

!
!%( Paul Willetts, Z4MQ4%1'!,8.6'234'P)#4'-,&'2)M41'$#'V-08'9-.M$,& (London, 2010), 7. Raymond had been a theatrical agent in 
Liverpool and impresario in Manchester before opening Raymond’s Revue Bar in Soho, and taking over both the Whitehall 
Theatre and, in 1974, the famous Windmill Theatre. The Revuebar was extremely successful with over 1,400 members joining in 
its opening month and new applications from a further 8,000: In n),T, Raymond promised “laughing haystack and sunshine girls, 
not grimacing plastic-mac and whiplash girls.”: Dennis Barker, "Raymond, Paul (1925-2008), !(J; .  
!%! Paul Willetts, Z4MQ4%1'!,8.6'234'P)#4'-,&'2)M41'$#'V-08'9-.M$,& (London, 2010), 7. 
!%" Ibid., 6.  
!%# Barker, "Raymond, Paul," !(J; . 
!%$ Killick<'508+-,'$#'584-N4, 15. 
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*.'0 O2/+%/"62*-.,8"#$%"V*2,%8"&'*-08"1022+%+"',JX155"?'&"62*-.,8"<()+%.,"7()0'&$',4"3('6I08"

#22I"2;%/"SE"-%/"6%,#"21"#$%":e"&%Q"*.'0O2/+%/"*./I%#J156"Y8"#$%"%,+"21"BSTDG"$%"$.+"."0(Q(/'2(&"

Z22+12/+"7%,#$2(&%".,+")8"#$%"*'+OBSTE&"$'&"*.4._',%&G"',60(+',4"Whitehouse".,+" PlaybirdsG"

H%/%"&%00',4".0*2&#"$.01"."*'00'2,"%.6$"*2,#$J"Z$%,"$%"*2;%+"',#2"1'0*G"$'&"-2/,24/.-$'6"

*2;'%"Come Play with MeG"&#.//',4"M./8"M'00',4#2,G"*.+%"tA"*'00'2,"2,".,"tUAGEEE")(+4%#J157"

"

Y8"BSTmG"#$%"*.[2/"&21#62/%"-()0'&$%/&"H%/%"+'&#/')(#',4"*.#%/'.0"#$/2(4$"iEE"H$20%&.0%/&".,+"

./2(,+"DEGEEE"&#2/%&J158"<21#62/%"-()0'&$%/&"$.+"+%;%02-%+"&#/'I',408"0./4%"6'/6(0.#'2,&".,+"

/%.+%/&$'-&J159"9$%"211'6'.0"VZ'00'.*&X"d2**'##%%"',;%&#'4.#',4"2)&6%,'#8".,+"1'0*"6%,&2/&$'-"',"

#$%"BSTE&"%&#'*.#%+"#$.#"',"BSTm".#"0%.&#"12(/"*'00'2,"-%2-0%"H%/%"/%.+',4"2,%"2/"*2/%"&21#62/%"

*.4._',%&"%;%/8"*2,#$J160"9$%/%"H.&"."&'4,'1'6.,#"+/2-"',"&.0%&")%#H%%,"BSTS".,+"BSUiG"-2&&')08"

/%0.#%+"#2"',6/%.&',4"(,%*-028*%,#G")(#"7/.##G"6200%6#',4"+.#."',"BSUWG"/%-2/#%+"#$.#"#$%"&21#O

-2/,"',+(&#/8"H.&"&#'00";%/8"*(6$"V)'4")(&',%&&GX"3(2#',4".,"%&#'*.#%"#$.#"./2(,+"tWE"*'00'2,"."

8%./"H.&")%',4"&-%,#"2,"#$%"&%;%,"*2&#"-2-(0./"-()0'608".;.'0.)0%"#'#0%&J161"Y8"BSUSG"<(00';.,K&"

62*-.,8"d2,%4.#%"H.&"/%-2/#',4".,".,,(.0"#(/,2;%/"21"tT"*'00'2,"H$'0&#"c.8*2,+K&"H.&"

* .I',4"tBW"*'00'2,J162"j#$%/"1'/*&"$.+"&'*'0./08"$'4$"-/21'#&J163""

"

F#"H.&"-%/$.-&"-/%&&"*.4,.#%&".,+"#$%"-()0'&$%/&"21"&21#".,+"$./+62/%"*.4._',%&"H$2"+'+"#$%"

*2&#"#2"*2&#"#2"/200").6I"#$%"1/2,#'%/&"21"H$.#"H.&"-%/*'&&')0%"',"R,40.,+J"9$'&"H.&".)2(#"

62/-2/.#%".*)'#'2,"62*)',%+"H'#$").&'6"*./I%#"12/6%&k".&"b%2,"?(,#"/%*./I&G"#$%"V-2/,26/.#&X"

.0H.8&"VH2/I%+"H'#$',"6.-'#.0'&*JX164"<(00';.,K&"12/*%/")(&',%&&"-./#,%/"/%6.00&"$2H"V#$%"

62*-%#'#'2,"H.&"/%.6#',4"#2"2(/";./'2(&"211%/&".,+"H%"$.+"#2"#/8"-(&$"#$%"#$/%&$20+"21"

!
!%% Ibid., 14. Sullivan started by selling 200 pictures to the pound though these were usually ten copies of the exact same sheet of 
twenty photographs. He his early business partner Bernard Hardingham would also was their use of advertisements which 
offered pictures of “women and their dogs.” The interest was, apparently, “enormous.” But what the duo provided was in fact 
perfectly legal I4-8+3'o'W##)*)4,*. pictures of girls playing tennis, with their dogs safely in the background. This was a softcore-as-
hardcore technique that was later extended to the private shops. They would also buy up old copies of n,-:4, =)41+- and similar 
magazines and print new front pages on them s they appeared as harder Scandinavian imports, then reselling them. Nobody ever 
told the police. !
!%+ Ibid. 
!%& Ibid., 23, 27, 57. Sex shops could be hugely profitable. One former manager, Martin Kennard, has recalled then “when you 
received a licence to run a shop, basically it was a licence to print money.”  
!%' Sandbrook, 5+-+4'$#'WM4%T4,*., 442. 
!%, V4,+3$014 had a circulation of 218,000 in 1971 and 429,000 in 1976, with a readership of 1.7 million. When added to the figures 
for Z4,'!,8. , Z-.#-)%, and 780Q'>,+4%,-+)$,-8 the collective circulation was around 1.65 million every month.  
!+(  94Y$%+'$#'+34'7$MM)++44'$,'!Q1*4,)+.'-,&'=)8M'74,1$%13)Y (London: The Stationary Office, 1979); Pratt, “Pornography and Everyday 
Life,” 68. 
!+!  Pratt, “Pornography and Everyday life,” 66-67. The magazines were: V4,+3$014, Z-.#-)%,'Z4,'!,8. , 780Q'>,+4%,-+)$,-8, n,-:4, 
V8-.Q$.'and =)41+-.!
!+"  Willetts, Z4MQ4%1'!,8. 7. 
!+# Northern and Shell, another publishing group, had sales of just under £6 million (Penthouse’s circulation was 100,000 and 
Forum’s 30,000), whilst Galaxy Publications was making £4.4 million (Fiesta selling 300,000 copies and Knave 150,000): 
Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4, 4. 
!+$ Hunt, ;%)+)13'P$H'708+0%4, 23. For mary Whitehouse, the pornocrats became capitalism’s “unacceptable face.” 
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.66%-#.)'0'#8"12/H./+JX165"9$%&%"62**%/6'.0".*)'#'2,&G"$2H%;%/G"H%/%"(&(.008"-2/#/.8%+".&"-./#"

21"."&%Q(.0"0')%/.#'2,'&*"#$.#"H.&"#2")%"6%0%)/.#%+J"?(,#"$.&"+%&6/')%+"#$'&".&"V-%/*'&&';%"

-2-(0'&*GX")8"H$'6$"'&"*%.,#"#$%".--/2-/'.#'2,"21"0')%/.#'2,'&#"&%Q(.0"+'&62(/&%".&"#$%"0./4%08"

*%#/2-20'#.,"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"21"#$%"BSWE&"V#/'6I0%+"+2H,X"',"*2+'1'%+"12/*&G").&%+"./2(,+"#$%"

+'&6(/&';%",2#'2,"21"N*.0%O+%1',%+G"$%#%/2&%Q(.0P"V1(,JX166"9$'&"H.&"#$%"I',+"21"-/%&%,#.#'2,"#$%"

Sun"H2(0+")%62*%"/%624,'&%+"12/J"!&"!+/'.,"Y',4$.*".,+"M./#',"d2,)28"2)&%/;%G"VM(/+26$"

.,+"qb.//8r"b.*)"+%;%02-%+"."$%+2,'&#'6".,+"62,&(*%/'&#"0.,4(.4%"21"$%#%/2&%Q(.0"&%QG"126(&',4"

2,"&%Q(.0"-0%.&(/%".,+"#$%"6/%.#'2,"21"."0')%/.#'2,"0'1%&#80%"h"21"H$'6$"#$%"-.4%"A"4'/0")%6.*%"#$%"
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Z$'#%$2(&%"&.H"#$'&".&"%Q6(&',4")0.#.,#"2(#/.4%&J168""

"

!
!+% Killick, 508+-,'$#'584-N4. 
!++ Hunt, ;%)+)13'P$H'708+0%4, 20. 
!+& Bingham and Conboy, 2-Q8$)&'74,+0%., 155.!
!+'  Mary Warnock, "Whitehouse, (Constance) Mary (1910-2001), !(J; . 
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6$.,4%&"21"#$%"-%/*'&&';%"-%/'2+"12'&#%+"2,#2"#$%*")8"0')%/.0"%0'#%&J173"!0#$2(4$"#$%8",%;%/"were"."

*.[2/'#8G"#$%&%"4/2(-&"H'%0+%+"+'&-/2-2/#'2,.#%"602(#".,+" .6$'%;%+".",(*)%/"21"0%4.0"

&(66%&&%&J174"?'&#2/'.,"b.H/%,6%"Y0.6I"$.&"./4(%+"#$'&"602(#"6.*%"1/2*"*2/.0'&#&"*.I',4"422+"

62-8")%6.(&%"21"#$%"H.8&"#$%8"#/.,&4/%&&%+"V#$%"-/%;.'0',4",2/*&"21"-()0'6"+'&62(/&%&JX175"!#"#$%"

&.*%"#'*%"$2H%;%/G")%6.(&%"21"#$%'/"/$%#2/'6"N.,+"6$./'&*.G"',"#$%"6.&%"21"Z$'#%$2(&%PG".&"H%00"

.&"#$%'/"$.)'#"21"42',4".1#%/"H$.#"H%/%"4%,%/.008"/%4./+%+".&"#/';'.0"'#%*&"0'I%"/%44.%"/%62/+&G"

&#(+%,#"-0.8&".,+"Dr. WhoG"*2/.0'&#&"H%/%"H'+%08"6./'6.#(/%+"',"-2-(0./"6(0#(/%J176""

!
!+,  Brown, ;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),< 144. 
!&(  Ibid., 144-48. 
!&!  Woolwich, I$,41+'+$'K$&. In /0)+4'7$,+%-%., Whitehouse refers to 1963 as a climatic year seeing the Profumo scandal, I$,41+'+$'
K$&, and the rise of TW3. 
!&"  Woolwich, I$,41+'+$'K$&@ There were a number of significant events over these years: the Profumo Scandal, the year the Lord 
Chamberlin permitted female actors with their breasts uncovered to move on stage, the publication of Woolwich’s I$,41+'+$'K$&, 
and the death in 1964 of the PMC’s secretary George Tomlinson which catapulted the organisation into crisis; Lawrence Black, 
94&4#),),T';%)+)13'V$8)+)*1f'708+0%4<'7$,10M4%)1M'-,&'V-%+)*)Y-+)$,<'ABCGEFU (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), ch. 5. 
!&# For scholarship on the idea of a “silent majority,” see: J Wolffe, “The Religions of the Silent Majority” in G Parsons (ed.), 234'
K%$H+3'$#'948)T)$01'():4%1)+. (London, 1993); A Whipple, “Speaking for Whom? The 1971 Festival of light and the Search for the 
‘Silent Majority,’”'7$,+4MY$%-%.';%)+)13'I)1+$%. 24 (2010), 319-339. As is the case today, claims to speak for a silent majority, or the 
“ordinary decent man or woman, were powerful political tools that politicians, campaigners and pressure groups latched into in 
order to artificially inflate the representativeness of the claims they made. For further discussion on the use of the category of 
“ordinariness” in history and its parallels with contemporary politics, see: C Langhammer, “‘Who the Hell are the Ordinary 
People?’ Ordinariness as a Category of Historical Analysis,” 2%-,1-*+)$,1'$#'+34'9$.-8'I)1+$%)*-8'5$*)4+. 28 (2018), 175-195. 
!&$ Geoffrey Alderman pointed to research suggesting its support was overwhelmingly middle-class, female, and elderly, over-
represented in rural areas: Marsh et al., V%):-+4'Z4MQ4%1'; )881. Lawrence Black has similarly doubted claims to represent the viewing 
public. Membership was at 7,000 by 1968 and peaked in the mid-1970s. 
!&% Black, 94&4#),),T';%)+)13'V$8)+)*1, ch. 5.!
!&+ For Instance, In British sitcoms such as 2)88'(4-+3'?1'($'V-%+.!
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"

"

"

!
!&& Max Weber’s concept of “status defence” refers to how when prominent social or ethnic groups find their positions 
challenged support something symbolically to allow them to reassert their powers and values, often through legislation.  
!&'  Hunt, ;%)+)13'P$H'708+0%4, 25. 
!&,  This would challenge the CCCs analysis emphasising authoritarianism, unconscious fears and more “sociological" 
explanations. 
!'(  Williams, 5$#+'7$%4, 25. 
!'!  Quoted in Black, “Something about Mary.”  
!'"  See: Mary Whitehouse, R3$'&$41'134'+3),S'134'>1m (London, 1971); Whitehouse, /0)+4'7$,+%-%.; Mary Whitehouse, R3-+4:4%'
I-YY4,4&'+$'54"m (London, 1978). !
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21"H2*%,")8"*%,GX"'#"[(&#'1'%+G"%,62(/.4%+".,+"-/2*2#%+".6#(.0";'20%,6%J186"=2/"#$'&"/%.&2,G"

5H2/I',"60.'*%+G"#$'&"H.&".,"%Q'&#%,#'.0").##0%@"VH%"./%"1'4$#',4"12/"2(/"0';%&JX187""

"

!,#'-2/,24/.-$8"1%*','&#&"%Q#%,+%+"#$%&%"6/'#'6'&*&")%82,+"&#/.'4$#12/H./+"$./+62/%".,+"

&21#62/%"-2/,24/.-$8"#2"',62/-2/.#%"#$%"/20%"#$.#".00"62**%/6'.0"'*.4%/8"21"#$%"1%*.0%")2+8"

-0.8%+J"9$%8"*2;%+".##%,#'2,"-.&#"#$%".6#(.0"62,#%,#"21".,"'*.4%"#2"'#&"',&6/')%+"62+%&G"

'+%2024'%&G".,+"*%.,',4&J"9$'&"H.&"."*2/%"1(,+.*%,#.0"(,+%/&#.,+',4"21"#$%"-2H%/"+8,.*'6&"

!
!'#  Robin Morgan, "Theory and Practice: Pornography and Rape" In K$),T'2$$'=-%6'234'V4%1$,-8'73%$,)*84'$#'-'=4M),)1+ (London, 
1977).  
!'$  Catherine MacKinnon, 2$H-%&1'-'=4M),)1+'234$%.'$#'+34'5+-+4'(Harvard University Press, 1989).  
!'% Ibid. 
!'+  Elizabeth Wilson, "Interview with Andrea Dworkin," =4M),)1+'94:)4H 11:1 (1982), 25.  
!'&  Ibid.  
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%&#.)0'&$%+".&".,"'+%.0"H.8"."H2*.,"&$2(0+"022I"#2")%"21";.0(%"#2"&26'%#8J"=%*','&#&"-2',#%+"#2"

#$%"$./*1(0"-&86$2024'6.0"%11%6#&"#$'&"62(0+"$.;%"H$%,"H2*%,"-%/6%';%+"#$%*&%0;%&"#2")%"

1.00',4"&$2/#"21"#$2&%"&#.,+./+&J"

"

F,"#$%&%"H.8&G".,#'-2/,24/.-$8"1%*','&#&"*.+%"/%62(/&%"#2"'+%.&"21"V-2H%/X"*2/%"#$.,"*2/.0'#8"

-%/"&%J"Y(#G".&"H'00")%"&%%,G".&"H%00".&"%Q#%/,.0"2--2&'#'2,"1/2*"."-%/*'&&';%"-2-(0'&*"#$.#"

)%6.*%"-/%;.0%,#"',"#.)02'+",%H&-.-%/&"',"#$%"BSUE&G".,#'-2/,24/.-$8"1%*','&#&"1.6%+"',#%/,.0"

2--2&'#'2,"1/2*"H$.#"$.&")%%,"/%1%//%+"#2".&"V.,#'O6%,&2/&$'-X"2/"V-/2O1/%%"&-%%6$X"1%*','&#&J"

!,#' O6%,&2/&$'-"1%*','&#&"./4(%+"#$.#"#$%".,#'-2/,24/.-$8"-2&'#'2,"H.&"%&&%,#'.008".+;26.#',4"

12/"&#.#%"6%,&2/&$'-".,+"#$%"/%4(0.#'2,"21"&%Q(.0'#8G"H$'6$"&$2(0+",2#")%"#$%".'*"21"1%*','&#&"

.662/+',4"#2"#$'&"4/2(-G".,+"#$.#"'#"0%1#"0'##0%"/22*"12/"1%*','&#"62,&'+%/.#'2,&"21"-0%.&(/%J188"

=(/#$%/*2/%G"#$%8"62,#%&#%+"#$%"60.'*"#$.#"'#"H.&"-/',6'-.008"&%Q(.0"'*.4%/8"H$'6$"H.&"#2")0.*%"

12/";'20%,6%".4.',&#"H2*%,G"./4(',4"#$'&"H.&".,".$'&#2/'6.0"-2&'#'2,"#$.#"2)&6(/%+"#$%"6%,#/.0'#8"

21"*.#%/'.0"62,+'#'2,&".,+"#$%"1(,+.*%,#.0"/20%"21"6.-'#.0'&*J189""

"

<'4,'1'6.,#08G"%Q-0'6'#08"H2/I',4"H'#$"-2&#*2+%/,"'+%.&G"1%*','&#".--/2.6$%&"#2"-2/,24/.-$8"

&$'1#%+".6.+%*'6".,+G"0.#%,#08G"*2/%"-2-(0./"(,+%/&#.,+',4&"21"-2H%/".,+"#$%"H.8&"',"H$'6$"

-2H%/"2-%/.#%+"',"&26'%#8".,+"#$/2(4$"6(0#(/%J"9$%&%",%H"(,+%/&#.,+',4&"(0#'*.#%08"/%&(0#%+"',"

6.00&".*2,4&#"*.,8"-/24/%&&';%&"#2"/%624,'&%"#$%"'*-2/#.,6%"21"V',#%/&%6#'2,.0X".--/2.6$%&"#2"

2)&6%,'#8G"211%,&';%"*.#%/'.0G".,+"6%,&2/&$'-"H$'6$"%*-$.&'&%+"."0.,4(.4%"21"%3(.0'#8"2;%/"

)2(,+0%&&"1/%%+2*".,+"&$'1#%+"#$%"#%//.',"2,"H$'6$"6%,&2/&$'-"+%).#%&"H%/%"#.I',4"-0.6%"*2/%"

#2H./+&",2#'2,&"21"'+%,#'#8G"-0(/.0'&*G"',60(&'2,G"/.6%G"*(0#'6(0#(/.0'&*".,+"V$.#%"&-%%6$JX""

.%"(>'1)%"*

"

`2"2,%"21"#$%&%".--/2.6$%&"6.,"6.-#(/%"#$%"H$20%"-'6#(/%")(#"H$%,"$%0+"#24%#$%/"#$%8"4';%"

&2*%"&%,&%"21"#$%"62,#2(/&"21"#$%"+%).#%&"2;%/"2)&6%,'#8"',"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"R,40.,+J"

j)&6%,'#8"H.&".,"',#%,&%08"62,#%&#%+"#%//.',G".,+"#$.#"#%//.',"6.,"2,08")%"%11%6#';%08"%Q-02/%+".&"

!
!''  For a good statement of this view, see: Avedon Carol, "Free Speech and the Porn Wars," J-+)$,-8'=$%0M 75:2 (1995), 25-30. 
!',  Ibid.  
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."I.0%'+2&62-'6"&%#"21"&2*%#'*%&"2;%/0.--',4"',#%/%&#&G"-$'02&2-$'%&G")%0'%1&G".4%,+.&G".,+"

62,6%/,&J"Z$.#"*.I%&"2)&6%,'#8"&(6$".,"',#%/%&#',4"$'&#2/'6.0"2)[%6#"'&"#$.#"#$%/%"'&",2"2,%"#$',4"

'#"V*%.,#JX""F,"%.6$"4/2(-G"#$%/%"H.&"."+'&#',6#"/%&-2,&%"#2"#$%")/2.+%/"6$.,4%&"H/2(4$#")8"

-%/*'&&';%,%&&".,+"."+'11%/%,#".,&H%/"#2"#$%"1(,+.*%,#.0"3(%&#'2,"21"H$.#"0')%/.#'2,"022I%+"

0'I%J"=2/"V/.+'6.0&X"'#"H.&".)2(#"#%&#',4")2(,+./'%&G"62,#%&#',4"#$%"-2H%/"21"#$%"&#.#%G".,+"

6$.00%,4',4"%&#.)0'&$*%,#"*%,#.0'#'%&J"=2/"2#$%/&"0')%/.#'2,"H.&"#2")%"12(,+"',"1',.,6'.0"1/%%+2*G"

$%#%/2&%Q(.0"V1(,X".,+"',"%,[28',4"#$%"V-0%.&(/%&"21"0'1%JX"j#$%/&"&#'00"&.H"0')%/.#'2,".&"."*.##%/"

21"4/.+(.0G"-/24/%&&';%"6$.,4%"',".,"R,40'&$"0')%/.0"#/.+'#'2,J"M2/.0'&#&"60.'*%+"#/(%"0')%/.#'2,"

H.&"2,08"-2&&')0%"#$/2(4$"+%,2(,6',4"&',G"/%#(/,',4"#2"L2+".,+"#/.+'#'2,.0"d$/'&#'.,"*2/.0'#8G"

.,+"1'4$#',4"2)&6%,'#8".&"2,%").##0%"',"."H'+%/"&-'/'#(.0"&#/(440%J"=2/"&2*%"1%*','&#&G"0')%/.#'2,"

H2(0+"2,08")%".6$'%;%+")8"-(##',4"H2*%,K&"-0%.&(/%"2,"%3(.0"#%/*&"H'#$"*%,K&".,+"6%/#.',08"

,2#"',"-(/&(',4"&#.#%"6%,&2/&$'-"21"&%Q(.0'#8G"H$'0&#"12/"2#$%/&"6$.00%,4',4"+%4/.+',4".,+"

2)[%6#'18',4"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,&"21"H2*%,"H.&"6/'#'6.0"',"1'4$#',4"12/")2#$"%3(.0'#8".,+"H2*%,K&"

0';%&J""

"

Z$.#"#$'&".'*&"#2"$'4$0'4$#"'&"#$%"62*-0%Q",.#(/%"21"&26'.0".,+"6(0#(/.0"6$.,4%"',"#$'&"-%/'2+".,+"

$2H"2)&6%,'#8".6#%+".&"2,%").##0%1/2,#"21".")/2.+%/"'+%2024'6.0"62,#%&#J"j)&6%,'#8"-/2;'+%&"."

0%,&"#$/2(4$"H$'6$"#2"%Q-02/%"&$'1#',4"+%).#%&".)2(#"0')%/.0'&.#'2,G"&%6(0./'&.#'2,G"

-%/*'&&';%,%&&G"-0(/.0'&*G"1%*','&*G".,+"*(0#'6(0#(/.0'&*J"a(&#".&"M./6(&"d200',&"$.&"#/.6I%+"#$%"

c%+0.,+&"+/(4")(&#"21"BSWT".&"."#%&#"6.&%"21"#$%"V,.#(/%G"%11%6#&G".,+"+%&'/.)'0'#8"21"

-%/*'&&';%,%&&"',"&'Q#'%&"Y/'#.',GX"2)&6%,'#8"6.&%&"#22".6#%+".&"#%&#&"21"#$%",%H"0'*'#&"21"

#20%/.)'0'#8"',"."V-2&#O-2/,24/.-$'6X"R,40.,+J190"9$%"2(#62*%&"21"',+';'+(.0"#/'.0&".,+"2)&6%,'#8"

62,#/2;%/&'%&G".&"H'00")%"&%%,G"62(0+")%"$'4$08".*)'4(2(&".,+"21#%,#'*%&"&.#'&18',4"#2",2)2+8J"

Z$.#".,.08&',4"#$%&%"62*-%#'#'2,&"+2%&"+2"'&"+/.H".##%,#'2,"#2"#$%"/'&%"21"-0(/.0'&*".,+"#$%"

+%.#$"21".,8"62,&%,&(&")2(,+"#$/2(4$"d$/'&#'.,"(,+%/&#.,+',4&".,+"&$./%+"*2/.0"62+%&J"

:0#'*.#%08G".&"d200',&"./4(%&G"V-%/*'&&';%,%&&"H.&",2#"2,%"-.6I.4%"#2")%"%*)/.6%+"2/"/%[%6#%+X"

)(#"/.#$%/"H.&"."V62,&#%00.#'2,"21")%$.;'2(/&".,+")%0'%1&"6$.*-'2,%+")8"+'11%/%,#"',#%/%&#".,+"

'+%2024'6.0"4/2(-',4&X".,+"6$.00%,4%+")8"."+';%/&%"/.,4%"21"',#%/%&#&".&"H%00J"j)&6%,'#8"',"#$'&"

-%/'2+"*.I%&"#$'&"60%./J

!
!,(  Marcus Collins, "Permissiveness on Trial: Sex, Drugs, Rock, the Rolling Stones, and the Sixties Counterculture," V$Y08-%'Z01)*'
-,&'5$*)4+. 42:2 (2019), 188-209. 
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""#!<=(!3%4&%:41>=0!?(-1'(*!%@!'=(!914;0!ABCD*!

"
“Let us fight for Rupert Bear 
Let us fight for freedom.” 
 
- John Lennon, “God Save Oz” (1971). 
"

9$%"a.*.'6.,"/%44.%"&',4%/"M.Q"c2*%2"*.8",2#")%"#$%"1'/&#"-%/&2,"#2"62*%"#2"*',+"H$%,"

#$',I',4".)2(#"2)&6%,'#8"',"DE#$"6%,#(/8"R,40.,+J"Y(#"',"BSWUG"c2*%2"/%0%.&%+"$'&")'44%&#"

62**%/6'.0"$'#"2,"#$%":,'#8"c%62/+&"0.)%0@"VZ%#"5/%.*JX"9$%"08/'6&"3('6I08")%6.*%"

62,#/2;%/&'.0")%6.(&%"21"0',%&"0'I%"V0'%"+2H,"4.0G"0%#"*%"-(&$"'#"(-G"-(&$"'#"(-G"0'%"+2H,X".,+"

V%;%/8",'4$#"*%"42"#2"&0%%-G"*%"$.;%"H%#"+/%.*&JX"c2*%2K&"',&'&#%,6%"#$.#"#$'&"H.&".00"&'*-08"

.)2(#"."0%.I8"/221"H%/%"-%/$.-&"(,+%/*',%+")8"$'&"08/'6"V4';%"#$%"6/(*-%#"#2")'4"122#G"a2%G"4';%"

82(/"1.,,8"#2"*%JX"92H./+&"#$%"%,+"21"BSWSG"62,&#'#(%,#&"21"#$%"d2,&%/;.#';%"M7"<'/"F.,"j//O

RH',4"+/%H"$'&".##%,#'2,"#2"#$%"/%62/+".,+"j//ORH',4"-/2*-#08",2#'1'%+"#$%"-20'6%"+%-./#*%,#J"

j// ORH',4K&";'%H"H.&"#$.#"'1".6#'2,"H%/%",2#"#.I%,"2,"/%62/+&"21"#$'&"I',+"#$%,"V#$%/%"6.,")%"

,2#$',4"#2"&#2-"#$%"&-/%.+"21"-2/,24/.-$8X"#$.#"$.+")%%,"4.',',4"*2*%,#(*"2;%/"#$%"-/%;'2(&"

+%6.+%J1"R,3('/'%&"H%/%"*.+%".)2(#"VZ%#"5/%.*X")(#"#$%"577G"`2/*.,"<I%0$2/,G"62,60(+%+"

#$.#"V',"#$%"-/%&%,#"60'*.#%"#$%"-/2&-%6#&"21"62,;'6#'2,"H%/%",2#"&(11'6'%,#"#2"H.//.,#".,8"

-/26%%+',4&GX".";'%H"H'#$"H$'6$"#$%".##2/,%8"4%,%/.0"R0H8,"a2,%&"62,6(//%+G"#$2(4$")2#$"

-%/&2,.008"12(,+"#$%"/%62/+"+%-02/.)0%J"7(&$%+"12/"1(/#$%/"60./'1'6.#'2,")8"j//ORH', 4G"#$%"577"

/%&-2,+%+"#$.#"<I%0$2/,K&"2-','2,"/%&#%+"2,"V$'&"%&#'*.#%"21"H$.#"#$%".;%/.4%"[(/8"H2(0+")%"

0'I%08"#2"#$',I".)2(#"#$%"/%62/+"H$%,"#$%8"$%./+"'#"-0.8%+JX2"

"

=2/".+;26.#%&"21"*2/.0"/%#/%,6$*%,#".4.',&#"#$%"2,&0.(4$#"21"-%/*'&&';%,%&&G"#$%",2#'2,"#$.#"

[(/'%&"H%/%"(,0'I%08"#2"62,;'6#"H$.#".--%./%+"#2"#$%*"3('#%"60%./08"V2)&6%,%X"h"'1"',62,;%,'%,#08"

6.#6$8"h"/%62/+&"21"#$'&"#8-%"[.//%+"H'#$"#$%'/"&%,&')'0'#'%&".,+";'%H"21"#$%*&%0;%&".&"&-%.I',4"12/"

#$%"*2/.0"*.[2/'#8G"#$%".;%/.4%"*.,"2,"#$%"d0.-$.*"2*,')(&"H$2G"'#"H.&"/2(#',%08".&&%/#%+G"&#'00"

$.+"."&(11'6'%,#"0%;%0"21"V#.&#%".,+"+%6%,68X"#2"62,;'6#"."/%62/+"21"#$'&"&2/#J"F,"1.6#G"j//ORH',4"

%;%,"H/2#%").6I"H'#$"*2/%"#$.,"."$',#"21")'##%/,%&&"#$.#"$%"H.&"V&2//8"#$%"577"$.+"&(6$"."02H"

2-','2,"21"#$%"&2(,+,%&&"21"2(/"[(/2/&GX"./4(',4"#$.#"%;%,".,"2,08"/%.&2,.)08"&I'00%+").//'&#%/"

H2(0+"$.;%",2"-/2)0%*"62,;',6',4"."[(/8"21"#$%"/%62/+K&"62//(-#',4",.#(/%J"l%#"#$%"/%62/+"

)%6.*%"."V92-"BEX"$'#G"&%00',4"2;%/"."3(./#%/"21"."*'00'2,"62-'%&".,+")%62*',4"#$%")%&#O&%00',4"

!
!  NA: LO, 2/183, Letter from Sir Ian Orr-Ewing to the Police Department.!
"  Ibid., Letter from the DPP to Sir Ian Orr-Ewing.!
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&',40%"',"#$%"0.)%0K&"6.#.024(%"(-"#2"#$.#"-2',#G"%;%,"#$2(4$"&2*%"/.+'2"5a&"H%/%"',&#/(6#%+"#2"

%'#$%/",2#"-0.8"#$%"&2,4"2/"#2".;2'+"/%1%//',4"#2"'#&"#'#0%J3""

"

F#"H.&"H'+%08"I,2H,".,+"*(6$"62**%,#%+"2,")8"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"BSTE&"#$.#"#$%"0.H&"42;%/,',4"

2)&6%,'#8"H%/%"',"+'&.//.8".,+")2#$"#$%"577".,+".##2/,%8"4%,%/.0"H%/%"#.&I%+"H'#$"1',+',4"."

).0.,6%")%#H%%,"/%&-2,+',4"#2"4%,(',%"62,6%/,&".,+"-/2&%6(#',4"*.#%/'.0"#$%8";'%H%+".&"

#/.,&4/%&&',4"#$%"0'*'#&"21"6(0#(/.0"-%/*'&&')'0'#8"2,"#$%"2,%"$.,+G".,+",2#")/',4',4"#$%"0.H"',#2"

1(/#$%/"+'&/%-(#%"2,"#$%"2#$%/J"9$%"-%/&'&#%,#"+'11'6(0#8"H.&"#$.#",2)2+8"I,%H"H$.#"2)&6%,'#8"

.6#(.008"*%.,#".,+",2)2+8"62(0+"62*%"(-"H'#$"4%,%/.008".4/%%+"6/'#%/'."12/"#$%"211%,6%J"F,"#$%"

\'6#2/'.,"-%/'2+".,+"',#2"#$%"1'/&#"$.01"21"#$%"DEth"6%,#(/8G"&#/'6#%/"&26'.0"$'%/./6$8"*%.,#"#$%"

0.HK&"',62$%/%,6%"H.&"0%&&"21".,"2)&#.60%J"Y(#".&"#$.#"$'%/./6$8")/2I%"+2H,"',"#$%"*'++0%"21"#$%"

6%,#(/8G"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.HK&"&()[%6#';'#8")%6.*%"."*2/%"40./',4"-/2)0%*G".&"&%%,"',"#$%"577K&"

/%0(6#.,6%"#2"42".1#%/"Last Exit to BrooklynJ"9$'&"H.&"."-/',6'-.008"(#'0'#./'.,"-2',#@"#$%"0.H"H.&"

)%62*',4"(,H2/I.)0%")8"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"BSTE&J"9$%"2#$%/"&'+%"21"#$%"0.H"/%12/*"./4(*%,#"H.&"

."/%624,'#'2,")8"BSTE"21"#$%"'*-2/#.,6%"21"./#'&#'6"1/%%+2*".,+"1/%%"&-%%6$".&"%,+&"',"

#$%*&%0;%&J"d%,&2/',4"H$.#".+(0#&"&.HG"0'&#%,%+"#2"2/"/%.+"N*.#%/'.0"',#%,+%+"12/"6$'0+/%,G".&"H'00"

)%"&%%,G"/.'&%+"+'11%/%,#"62,6%/,&".,+"3(%&#'2,P"H.&"&%%,")8"',6/%.&',4",(*)%/&"21"-%2-0%".&"

&2*%#$',4"#$%"&#.#%"&$2(0+",2#")%"',"#$%")(&',%&&"21"+2',4J"9$'&"./4(*%,#"62(0+")%";./'2(&08"

602.I%+"',"#$%"0.,4(.4%"21"0')%/.0'&*G"."V,.,,8"&#.#%X"2/G"0.#%/"2,G"$(*.,"/'4$#&J"=2/"#$%&%"

/%.&2,&"1/2*"#$%"BSTE&"#$%"577".,+".##2/,%8"4%,%/.0"(&(.008"2,08"-(/&(%+"62*-0.',#&"'1"#$%'/"

0%4.0".+;'&2/&"1%0#"#$%/%"H.&"."/%.&2,.)0%"6$.,6%"21"."[(/8"62,;'6#',4"#$%"*.#%/'.0"',"3(%&#'2,G".,+"

/%[%6#%+"0.(,6$',4"-/26%%+',4&"',#2"#/';'.0"'#%*&"0'I%"VZ%#"5/%.*X".&"H%00".&"-/2&%6(#'2,&"#$%8"

-%/6%';%+"*'4$#";'20.#%"#$%"H'+%08"$%0+"-/',6'-0%"',"#$'&"-%/'2+"#$.#"H$.#".+(0#&"62,&(*%+"',"

-/';.#%"N',60(+',4G"+%&-'#%"#$%"60.'*&"21"*2/.0'&#&"#$.#"#$%&%"H%/%"-()0'6"*%+'(*&G"',"6',%*.&G"

#$%.#/%&".,+"2,"#%0%;'&'2,P"H.&G")/2.+08G"#$%'/"2H,".11.'/J""

"

Y8"BSTEG"#$%/%"$.+".0/%.+8")%%,"."&'4,'1'6.,#"',+%-%,+%,#"/%-2/#"2,"#$%"&#.#%"21"2)&6%,'#8"

0%4'&0.#'2,J"5(/',4"#$% Last Exit to Brooklyn".--%.0G"#$%"6$.'/*.,"21"#$%"!/#&"d2(,6'0G"b2/+"

L22+*.,G"$.+"-%/&2,.008"&-2,&2/%+"."/%;'%H"21"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&"-()0'&$%+"',"a(,%"BSWUJ4"

!/2(,+"2,%"$(,+/%+"-%2-0%"#22I"-./#"',"#$%"62,&(0#.#'2,"H'#$"*2&#")%',4"/%-/%&%,#.#';%&"21"

2/4.,'&.#'2,&".,+"62*-.,'%&J5"!0#$2(4$"'#"6.*%"H'#$".,"211'6'.0";%,%%/G"#$'&"H.&",2#"&#/'6#08".,"

!
# Ibid, Internal DPP notes.  !
$ See6'234'!Q1*4,)+.'P-H16'L'94Y$%+'Q.'+34'R$%S),T'V-%+.'14+'0Y'Q.'-'7$,#4%4,*4'7$,:4,4&'Q.'+34'73-)%M-,'$#'+34'L%+1'7$0,*)8'$#'K%4-+';%)+-), 
(London, 1969); Lord Goodman, "Obscenity - A Semi-Science," Z4&)*$EP4T-8'O$0%,-8 40:4 (1972), 116-129.  
% Hilliard, Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 130-35.!
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!/#&"d2(,6'0"/%-2/#J"F#&"62,60(&'2,&G",2,%#$%0%&&G"H%/%"/.+'6.0J"9$%"/%-2/#"6.00%+"12/"#2#.0"

.)20'#'2,"21"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&"N#$%"j7!G".&"H%00".&".00"#$%";./'2(&"V1/',4%"0.H&XPG"."

/%62**%,+.#'2,"H$'6$"H.&").6I%+")8"#$%").//'&#%/".,+"-0.8H/'4$#"a2$,"M2/#'*%/J6"9$%"/%-2/#K&"
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!
+ Ibid.  
& Ibid. Hewitt was an extremely influential figure. He was heavily involved in many projects of progressive social reform, 
including penal policy, CND, the Homosexual Law Reform Society, combatting the Church of Scientology, and police reform. 
'  Parliamentary Debates (Commons), ‘Obscenity,’ 5 November 1970, vol. 805, cols. 1248-49.!
,  Emlyn Hooson, "Jones, (Frederick) Elwyn, Baron Elwyn-Jones (1909-1989)," !(J; .!
!(  Ibid.!
!!  Geoffrey Howe, "Rawlinson, Peter Anthony Grayson, Baron Rawlinson of Ewell (1919-2006)," !(J; .!
!"  Ibid.!
!#  Parliamentary Debates (Commons), "Cannabis (Wootton Report)," 776, 27 January 1969, 959. !
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!
!$  Parliamentary Debates (Commons), ‘Obscenity,’ 5 November 1970, vol. 805, cols. 1248-49.!
!% Ibid.!
!+ Ibid.!
!& Parliamentary Debates (Commons), "Obscenity (Legislation)," 21 January 1971, vol. 809, cols. 1263-4.   
!'  Ibid.; Norman St. John Stevas, !Q1*4,)+.'-,&'+34'P-H'(London, 1956). St John Stevas was broadly socially liberal, opposed to 
capital pubishment and immigration restrictions based on race. He had co-sponsored Leo Abse’s private bill to reform the law 
governing homosexuality, but his faith meant he opposed the Abortion Act and the easing of the divorce laws: Dennis 
Kavanagh, "Stevas, Norman Antony Francis St John, Baron St John of Fawsley (1929-2012), !(J; .  !
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!
!,  Parliamentary Debates (Commons), "Obscenity (Legislation)," 21 January 1971, vol. 809, cols. 1263-4.!
"(  Also see: Parliamentary Debates (Commons), "Obscenity, pornography and the Permissive Society", 18 February 1971, vol. 
811, cols. 2105-07; Parliamentary Debates (Commons), "Obscenity," 22 July 1971, vol. 821, cols. 1659-60.!
"!  J4H'5+-+41M-,, 12 November 1971, 640-1.!
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#'*%G")/2.+%,%+"V2)&6%,'#8X"#2"*.I%"%;%,"."-/';.#%"&%Q(.0"1.,#.&8"."-2#%,#'.0"',+'6.#'2,"21"

+%-/.;'#8J26"

"

F,".,8"6.&%G")8"BSTD"a(&#'6%"<#%;%,&2,K&";'%H"21"-2/,24/.-$8")%',4"."-(/&('#"62,1',%+"#2"

*'++0%O.4%+"*%,"',"/.',62.#&"/%.008"H.&"&#./#',4"#2"022I"2(#+.#%+"H'#$"."$'4$O\'6#2/'.,"/',4J"!&"

#$%").//'&#%/".,+"[2(/,.0'&#"=%,#2,"Y/%&0%/"H/2#%"',"#$% Evening Standard"&$2/#08".1#%/"#$%"2/'4',.0"

!
""  Ibid.  
"# TNA: HO, 302/52, New proposals to control public indecency and obscenity (1972).!
"$ Ibid.!
"% Ibid.!
"+ Graham Zellick stressed this point in "A New Approach to the Control of Obscenity<p'Z$&4%,'P-H'94:)4H 33:3 (1970), 289-298. !
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+'&*'&&.0G"V."&8&#%*"21"&26'%#8"H$%/%".+(0#"-%2-0%"h",2#",%6%&&./'08"82(".,+"*%"h"6.,"/%.+".,+"

022I".#"#$%"I',+"21"&%Q(.0"*.#%/'.0"#$.#"]#(/,&"#$%*"2,K"H'#$2(#"211%,+',4"2#$%/&G"&%%*&"#2"*%"#2"

)%"."&%,&')0%"&8&#%*"21"&26'%#8JX27"9$%"3(.0'1'6.#'2,"',"Y/%&0%/K&"62**%,#"'&"',#%/%&#',4J"Z '#$2(#"

H.,#',4"#2"42"&2"1./".&"#2"-()0'608".+*'#"62,&(*',4"-2/,24/.-$8"$'*&%01G"Y/%&0%/"#$2(4$#"#$.#"."

)/2.+08"Z201%,+%,".##'#(+%"21"-()0'6O-/';.#%"&%-./.#'2,"H.&"+%&'/.)0%J"5(/',4"#$%"1'/&#"$.01"21"

#$%"BSTE&G"#$'&"H.&"#$%"+2*',.,#"-/',6'-0%"',"-2-(0./"-%/6%-#'2,".&"H%00".&"-20'#'6.0".,+"0%4.0"

6'/60%&")(#"'#"H.&"6%/#.',08",2#"2,%"#$.#"H%,#"(,62,#%&#%+J"!,2#$%/").##0%0',%"#$.#"$.+")%%,"

+/.H,")8"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"BSTE&"H.&")%#H%%,"#$2&%"H$2"62,#',(%+"#2")%0'%;%"#$.#"."&',40%"

62**(,'#8"*2/.0"&#.,+./+"H.&")2#$"-2&&')0%".,+"+%&'/.)0%"#2".&6%/#.',".,+"%,12/6%"N',60(+',4"

#$2&%"H$2"-(/&(%+"62**(,'#8"&#.,+./+&"#%&#&"12/"2)&6%,'#8PG".,+"#$2&%"H$2"#$2(4$#"&(6$"."

62,6%-#'2,"$.+")%62*%"62*-0%#%08"2(#+.#%+"',"."*(0#'6(0#(/.0G"&%6(0./'&',4".,+"-0(/.0'&#"62(,#/8J"

9$%"?2*%"j11'6%K&"&(**./8"21"The Pollution of the Mind",2#%+"#$.#"#$%"<dbK&"42.0"$.+")%%,"#2"

V&%%I"#2"/%08"2,"."&#.,+./+".&"',+%1',.)0%".&"c2(&&%.(K&"L%,%/.0"Z'00X".,+"#$.#"#$%8"$.+"

.--%./%+"#2"-2&'#"#$.#"V.,8",%H"12/*(0."&$2(0+"&.#'&18"#$%G"H$.#"&2*%"*'4$#"#$',I"*(#(.008"

62,#/.+'6#2/8G"6/'#%/'."#$.#"'#"&$2(0+")%"/%.+'08"(,+%/&#22+".,+".#"#$%"&.*%"#'*%"6.-.)0%"21"#.I',4"

.662(,#"21"6$.,4',4"&#.,+./+&"21".66%-#.)'0'#8JX28""

"

9$%"0';%0'%&#"+%).#%&"2;%/"2)&6%,'#8"#22I"-0.6%"+(/',4"#$%"V$'4$"-%/*'&&';%X"-$.&%"21"#$%"%./08"

-./#"21"#$%"BSTE&J"a2$,"<(#$%/0.,+"$.&"+%&6/')%+".",.#'2,H'+%"V4/%.#"+%).#%X"2,"2)&6%,'#8".,+"

-2/,24/.-$8"+(/',4"#$%&%"8%./&J29"9$'&"H.&"."62,#%&#"12(4$#"2,"&%;%/.0"+'11%/%,#"1/2,#&G"',60(+',4"

)(#",2#"0'*'#%+"#2"#$%"62(/#&J"!&"?'00'./+"$.&"2)&%/;%+G"V#$%"&%;%,#'%&"H%/%"."#'*%"H$%,"

',+';'+(.0&"62,&-'6(2(&08"#22I"#2"#$%"62(/#&G"21#%,"H'#$2(#"0%4.0"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,G"#2"62,#%&#"#$%"

.6#'2,&"21"#$%")(/%.(6/.#'6"&#.#%".,+"',&#'#(#'2,&"%Q%/6'&',4"-()0'6"1(,6#'2,&GX"#$%&%".6#'2,&")%',4"

V."-'%6%"H'#$"#$%"*'++0%"60.&&".6#';'&*"21"#$%"&%;%,#'%&"H$'6$p6$.00%,4%+"#$%"]6%,#/.0'&.#'2,".,+"

/%*2#%,%&&"21"6%,#/%&"21"+%6'&'2,O#.I',4JKX30"9$%"#H2"-/',6'-.0"0%4.0"*%6$.,'&*&"(&%+")8"0'#'4.,#"

.6#';'&#&"',"#$'&"-%/'2+"H%/%"*.*.,+(&"N12/6',4"211'6'.0&"#2"6.//8"2(#"#$%'/"+(#'%&P".,+"-/2$')'#'2,"

N62*-%00',4".,".(#$2/'#8"#2"6%.&%"-/.6#'6%&"62,#/.;%,',4"#$%"0.HPJ31"9$%"2#$%/"*.',"./%,."12/"

#$%&%"60.&$%&"H.&"#$%"*%+'.G"H$%/%"./4(*%,#&".)2(#"2)&6%,'#8".,+"#$%")2(,+./'%&"21"

.66%-#.)'0'#8"H%/%"4%,%/.008"1'/&#"./#'6(0.#%+J"F,"&2*%"/%&-%6#&G"62(/#/22*"+/.*.&"62(0+")%"

',#%/-/%#%+".&".6#',4".&"/%1%/%,+(*&"2,"#$2&%"./4(*%,#&J"

"

!
"& W:4,),T'5+-,&-%&, 15 January 1972.!
"'  TNA: HO, 302/52. !
",  John Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 101.!
#( Hilliard, Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 166-67.!
#!  Ibid.!
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9$'&"6$.-#%/"H'00"%Q.*',%"#$%"-20'#'6.0G"6(0#(/.0G".,+"0%4.0"+%).#%&"#.I',4"-0.6%"./2(,+"2)&6%,'#8"

',"#$%"1'/&#"$.01"21"#$%"BSTE&")8".,.08&',4"."&%/'%&"21"#$%*.#'6"6.&%"&#(+'%&G"#.I',4".662(,#"21"#$%"

+'11%/%,#"./4(*%,#.#';%".,+"6.*-.'4,',4"&#/.#%4'%&".+2-#%+")8"+'11%/%,#"',#%/%&#"4/2(-&G".,+"#$%"

#$2(4$#"-/26%&&%&"21"I%8"',&#'#(#'2,&".,+".(#$2/'#'%&"',60(+',4"#$%"577G".##2/,%8"4%,%/.0K&"211'6%G"

#$%"?2*%"j11'6%G".,+"#$%"-20'6%J"F#"H'00".0&2"%Q.*',%"$2H"#$%&%"&#/.#%4'%&"-0.8%+"2(#"',"

62(/#/22*&".,+"$2H"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H"%;20;%+"2;%/"#$%"BSTE&J"M2;',4"#$/2(4$"+'11%/%,#"

6(0#(/.0"4%,/%&"',"#(/,G"#$%"+'&6(&&'2,"H'00")%4',"H'#$"2)&6%,'#8"2,"#$%"&#.4%".,+"#$%"',1.*2(&"

V,(+%"/%;(%X"Oh! Calcutta! NBSTEPJ"9$'&"6.&%G".&"&2*%"21"#$%"2#$%/&G"*.I%&"1/%3(%,#".--%./.,6%&"

',"#$%"$'&#2/'24/.-$8")(#"2,08"/./%08"'&"#$%"./6$';.0"*.#%/'.0G"',60(+',4"-20'6%"/%-2/#&".,+"577"

1'0%&G"602&%08"%Q.*',%+J"9$'&"H'00")%"12002H%+")8"."022I".#"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"V(,+%/4/2(,+"-/%&&X"

21"#$%"R,40'&$"62(,#%/6(0#(/%G"b2/+"b2,412/+K&"(,211'6'.0"/%-2/#"',#2"-2/,24/.-$8G"#$%"

62,#/2;%/&'%&"&(//2(,+',4"."4/2H',4")2+8"21"4%,(',%".,+"1.(QO&%Q2024'6.0"0'#%/.#(/%G"#$%"1(/2/%"

2;%/"V2)&6%,%X"6'/6(0./&".,+".+;%/#'&%*%,#&G".,+"1',.008"#$%"4/2H#$"21"&%Q(.008";'20%,#"2)&6%,'#8"

2,"#%0%;'&'2,"&6/%%,&".,+"',"#$%"6',%*.J""

"

!&"H'00")%"&$2H,G"#$'&",.#'2,H'+%"+%).#%"H.&".)2(#"*2/%"#$.,"2)&6%,'#8J"F#"H.&"."62,#%&#"2;%/"

-%/*'&&';%"0'1%&#80%&".#"0./4%".,+"."62*',4"#2"#%/*&"H'#$"#$%"-%/*'&&';%"&26'%#8J"Z$.#"'&"&#/'I',4"

H$%,"#$%&%"6.&%"&#(+'%&"./%"-0.6%+"#24%#$%/"'&"#$.#"'#")%62*%&"60%./"[(&#"$2H"/%-%#'#';%".,+"

6'/6(0./"#$%"./4(*%,#&")%',4"*.+%"H%/%J"=2/"*2&#"21"#$%"BSTE&G"#$%"&.*%";2'6%&"62,&#.,#08"

/%.--%./%+G"/%-0'6.#',4"H$.#"H%/%"(0#'*.#%08"&#.#'6"-/%O&%#"-2&'#'2,&J"l%#"+%&-'#%"#$'&G"&26'.0".,+"

6(0#(/.0"6$.,4%"was"#.I',4"-0.6%k"6(0#(/%"62,#',(%+"*2;',4"',%Q2/.)08"',"."*2/%"V-%/*'&&';%X"

+'/%6#'2,k"82("62(0+G"-(#"&'*-08G"4%#".H.8"H'#$"*2/%".,+"*2/%J"Z$.#"#$%/%12/%"%*%/4%&"'&"

&2*%#$',4".I',"#2".").&%O&(-%/&#/(6#(/%"*2+%0"',"H$'6$"-()0'6".##'#(+%&"H%/%"*2;',4"

#%6#2,'6.008G"/22#%+"',".110(%,6%G"6$.,4',4"4%,+%/",2/*&G"6$.,4',4".##'#(+%&"#2"+%*26/.68G"*2/%"

0')%/.0".--/2.6$%&"#2"-./%,#',4G".,+"/%0'4'2(&"6$.,4%G"2,"#2-"21"H$'6$"."&%/'%&"21"$'4$O-/ 21'0%"

62(/#/22*"+/.*.&".,+"*%+'."62,#/2;%/&'%&"#22I"-0.6%J"?'&#2/'.,&G"#$%"12002H',4"+'&6(&&'2,"

)%',4",2"%Q6%-#'2,G"$.;%",.#(/.008"4/.;'#.#%+"#2"#$%&%"#/'.0&")%6.(&%"#$%8"./%"&(6$"/'6$"./%,.&"21"

+%).#%J"Y(#"',"#$%"1',.0".,.08&'&"#$%8",%./08".0H.8&"62*%"+2H,"#2"60.&$%&"21"2-','2,"H'#$",2"

&.#'&18',4"2-#'2,"21"/%&20(#'2,".,+",2)2+8"%;%/")%',4".)0%"#2"-/2+(6%"."#/(08"&('#.)0%"0%4.0"

1/.*%H2/I")%6.(&%"#$%/%"H.&",%;%/"%;%,"#$%"-2&&')'0'#8"21"2)[%6#';'#8"N',"#$%"H.8"#$%/%"'&"

4%,%/.008".66%-#%+"#2")%"#$%"-2&&')'0'#8"21"2)[%6#';'#8"',"#/8',4"6/'*%&"12/G"&.8G"*(/+%/PJ"M2/%"

H'+%08G"%*-'/'6.0"%;'+%,6%".,+"/%&%./6$"',#2"2)&6%,'#8"H.&"&-./&%"',"#$'&"-%/'2+J"j,08"1/2*"#$%"

0.#%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"H%/%"/%&%./6$%/&".##%*-#',4"#2"#%&#"60.'*&"*.+%".)2(#"#$%"-&86$2024'6.0"

.,+")%$.;' 2(/.0"'*-.6#&"21"2)&6%,%"*.#%/'.0"2,"#$%"',+';'+(.0"62,&(*%/J"Z$.#"6.,")%"2)&%/;%+G"
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$2H%;%/G"'&"#$.#")8"#$%"0.#%"BSTE&"./4(*%,#&"2;%/"2)&6%,'#8"1/.*%+"',"#%/*&"21"*2/.0'#8".,+"

+%6%,68"-%/"&%G").&%+"2,"62,6%-#'2,&"21"&26'.0"*2/.0'&*G"$.+")%62*%"/%+(,+.,#"',"#$%"1.6%"21"

#$%")/%.I+2H,"21"d$/'&#'.,"*2/.0"62,&%,&(&J"j)&6%,'#8"+%).#%&"',&#%.+"&$'1#%+"#2",2#'2,&"21"

V62-86.#X")%$.;'2(/".,+"2)&6%,'#8K&"/%0.#'2,&$'-"#2"6/'*%G".&"H%00".&"#2"1%*','&#"-%/&-%6#';%&"2,"

-2/,24/.-$8".,+"'#&"/20%"',"#$%"&()2/+',.#'2,"21"H2*%,".,+";'20%,6%"-%/-%#/.#%+".4.',&#"#$%*J"

341(/")#5*%"*#B/*W#6=/**

"

=2002H',4"#$%".)20'#'2,"21"#$%"-2&#"21"b2/+"d$.*)%/0.',"',"BSWUG"&%6#'2,"#H2"21"#$%",%H"Theatres 

Act +(-0'6.#%+"#$%"+%1','#'2,".,+"#%&#"21"2)&6%,'#8".&"#$%8".--%./%+"',"#$%"j7!J"9$%"12/6%&"21"

0')%/.0'&.#'2,G"*%.,H$'0%G"62,#',(%+"#2"-(&$".#"#$%")2(,+./'%&"21"-%/*'&&')'0'#8"2,"&#.4%J"Z/'#',4"

'," The Listener"',"a(08"BSWSG"#$%"0'#%/./8"6/'#'6".,+"b2/+"`2/#$60'11%"7/21%&&2/"21"M2+%/,"R,40'&$"

b'#%/.#(/%".#":dbG"=/.,I"e%/*2+%G"./4(%+"#$.#"H$'0&#"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&"h"H$'6$"0.H8%/&"12(,+"

V62,1(&',4X".,+"[(+4%&"V*'&/%.+X"h"&$2(0+")%".)20'&$%+"',"/%&-%6#"#2")22I&G"#$%"6.&%"H.&";%/8"

+'11%/%,#".&"#2"#$%.#/%J32"V9$%/%"$.&",2#")%%,".,8"3(.0'#.#';%"6$.,4%"',"#$%",.#(/%"21")22I&GX"

H/2#%"e%/*2+%G"V)(#"#$%"#$%.#/%"&%%*&"#2")%"',"."/%;20(#'2,./8"-$.&%G"#/8',4"#2"#(/,"',#2"

&2*%#$',4"%0&%JX"!&".0/%.+8"+'&6(&&%+G"#$%"#$%.#/%"$.+"-0.8%+"."6%,#/.0"/20%"',"#$%"&%Q(.0"

/%;20(#'2,"',"R,40.,+J"F,"#$%"&(**%/"21"BSWW"#$%"6/'#'6G"H/'#%/G"-/2;26.#%(/G".,+"6$.*-'2,"21"

V!,4/8"l2(,4"M%,X"#$%.#/%"e%,,%#$"98,.,"+%6'+%+"#2"6/%.#%"$'&"2H,"%/2#'6"/%;(%G"%,#'#0',4"'#"

Oh! Calcutta!G"."=/%,6$"-(,"12/"Vj$G"H$.#".,"./&%"82("$.;%fX"98,.,"H.&"&(66%&&1(0"',"&20'6'#',4"

&I%#6$%&"1/2*"<.*(%0"Y%6I%##G"a2$,"b%,,2,G"<.*"<$%-./+G".,+"a(0%&"=%'11%/G".*2,4&#"2#$%/&J"

Y(#")%6.(&%"21"62,6%/,&"./2(,+"-/%OBSWU"#$%.#/%"/%4(0.#'2,&"',"R,40.,+G"Oh! Calcutta!"%,+%+"(-"

2-%,',4"211"Y/2.+H.8"',"a(,%"BSWSJ"

"

Oh! Calcutta! -(&$%+"#$%"0'*'#&"1(/#$%/"#$.,".,8"2#$%/"&#.4%"&$2H"(-"#2"#$.#"-2',#J"!"BSWS"

Newsweek"1%.#(/%"2,"V<%Q"',"#$%"!/#&X"*.+%"."62,;',6',4 "6.&%"12/"'#")%',4"*(6$"*2/%"'*-2/#.,#"

#$.,"&2*%"21"#$%"*2/%"1/',4%"%Q-%/'*%,#.0"4/2(-&"21"#$%"-%/'2+"',"#%/*&"21")/',4',4"#$%"&%Q(.0"

/%;20(#'2,"#2"."H'+%/".(+'%,6%J33"98,.,"$'*&%01"%,+2/&%+"#$'&";'%HG"H/'#',4"',"."-%/&2,.0"0%##%/"

#$.#"#$'&"H.&"-/%6'&%08"VH$.#"H%"H%/%"#/8',4"#2"+2pF"$.+")/2(4$#"#$%"&%Q(.0"/%;20(#'2,"#2"#$%"

*'++0%"60.&&%&"12/"#$%"1'/&#"#'*%fX34"98,.,"%Q-0'6'#08"&%#"2(#"#2"&$26IG"*.I%"*2,%8G".,+"-%/$.-&"

6/%.#%".,2#$%/"cause celebre"',"#$%"6%,&2/&$'-"+%).#%&J"!662/+',408G",%./08"%;%/8"&6%,%"',"#$%"/%;(%"

!
#" 234'P)1+4,4%, 24 July 1969, 98.!
## Quoted in Graham Saunders, "A Last Hurrah? Joe Orton's ?,+)8'534'l5*%4-M1l<'!3]'7-8*0++-] and the permissive 1960s," 5+0&)41'),'
234-+%4'-,&'V4%#$%M-,*4 37:2 (2017), 231. !
#$ Ibid. !
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H.&"',"&2*%"H.8"-/2;26.#';%J"V<('#%"',"=';%"b%##%/&GX"12/"',&#.,6%G"H.&"H/'##%,")8"98,.,"$'*&%01"

.,+"1%.#(/%+"62//%&-2,+%,6%"1/2*"#$%"1%#'&$"*.4._',%"London Life"&%#"#2"*(&'6J"V9$%"R*-/%&&K&"

`%H"d02#$%&X"-/2;'+%+"."-2##%+"$'&#2/8"21"H2*%,K&"(,+%/H%./J"F,".,2#$%/"&6%,%"#$%"H$20%"6.&#"

-%/12/*%+".",.I%+").00%#".,+"+.,6%"H$'0&#".+2-#',4";./'2(&"&%Q(.0"-2&'#'2,&G".,+"',".,2#$%/"12(/"

&6$2204'/0&"',"(,'12/*"H%/%"+2*',.#%+")8"#$%'/"&.+'&#'6")2./+',4"&6$220"$%.+*'&#/%&&J"`2#.)08G"

#$2(4$G"98,.,",%;%/"-%/*'##%+".,8"&I%#6$%&"#$.#"1%.#(/%+"#$%"#$%*%"21"$2*2&%Q(.0'#8J35"

"

Z$%,"Oh! Calcutta!"*2;%+"2;%/"#2"b2,+2,"',"&(**%/"BSTEG"L%2/4%"?2&I',&G"#$%"4%,%/.0"

.+*','&#/.#2/"21"#$%"c2(,+$2(&%"H$%/%"'#"H.&"&%#"#2"2-%,G"-/%+'6#%+"62,#/2;%/&8".,+"',;'#%+"

#H2"-20'6%"211'6%/&"#2".##%,+"."-/%;'%H"#2"-/2#%6#"#$%";%,(%"1/2*"1(#(/%"-/2&%6(#'2,J36"9$'&"H.&"

','#'.008"+%60',%+")(#"',"a(08"BSTE"#$%"577"+'+".&I"#$%"M%#/2-20'#.,"720'6%"#2"&%,+".,"211'6%/"#2"

*.I%"."/%-2/#J"!"#%.*"21"#$/%%"211'6%/&"0%+")8"=/%+%/'6I"b(11G"H$2"H2(0+".0&2"0%.+"#$%"

',;%&#'4.#'2,"',#2"Oz"*.4._',%G".##%,+%+"#$%"/%;(%"2,"&%;%/.0"266.&'2,&"2;%/"a(08"',")2#$"-/';.#%"

.,+"211'6'.0"6.-.6'#'%&J37"M%.,H$'0%G"2,"BU"a(08"#$%"d2,&%/;.#';%"Lbd"62(,6'002/"=/.,I"Z'00'%"

<*'#$G"$'&"H'1%"F+."<*'#$G".,+"#$%"52H.4%/"b.+8"Y'/+H22+"N."1./O/'4$#".6#';'&#G"12/*%/"*%*)%/"

21"#$%"M2,+.8"d0()G"/%4(0./"&-%.I%/".#"`.#'2,.0"=/2,#"*%%#',4&G".,+"0.#%/"4%,%/.0"&%6/%#./8"21"

#$%"Y/'#'&$"6$.-#%/"21"#$%"Z2/0+"!,#'Od2**(,'&#"b%.4(%PG".00".##%,+%+"."-/%;'%H"&$2H',4"H'#$"

#$%"',#%,#'2,"21"*.I',4".,"211'6'.0"62*-0.',#"&$2(0+"#$%8"1',+"'#"',+%6%,#J38"<(/%"%,2(4$G"

12002H',4"#$%"&$2H"#$%8".00"'**%+'.#%08"0.'+"62*-0.',#&".#"e%,#'&$"92H,"720'6%"<#.#'2,J"F,"$'&"

/%-2/#G"d2(,6'002/"<*'#$"/%[%6#%+"#$%"/%;(%"',"'#&"%,#'/%#8".,+"60.'*%+"#$.#"$%"/%-/%&%,#%+"V#$%"

4/%.#"*.[2/'#8"21"$'&"%0%6#2/&X"H$2"1%0#"#$.#"2)&6%,'#8"',"b2,+2,"$.+".0/%.+8"42,%"#22"1./J39"F+."

<*'#$"/%-2/#%+"&$%"V1%0#"'00"1/2*"#$%"2(#&%#X".,+"&#'00"1%0#"(-&%#".)2(#"H$.#"&$%"$.+"&%%,G"

.0#$2(4$"&$%".+*'##%+"&$%"62(0+",2#")/',4"$%/&%01"#2"H.#6$"$.01"#$%"-0.8G"H.&"V,2"#$%.#/%O42%/X"

.,+"',".,8"6.&%"$.+"V,2"&%/'2(&"',#%/%&#"',"#$%"./#&JX"<$%"H.&",%;%/#$%0%&&"62,1'+%,#"#$.#"#$%"

&$2H"H2(0+"#%,+"#2"+%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#"#$2&%"H$2"&.H"'#J"Y2#$"=/.,I".,+"F+."<*'#$"2)&%/;%+G"

$2H%;%/G"#$.#"',"#$%"*.',"#$%".(+'%,6%"/%6%';%+"#$%"&6%,%&";%/8"H%00J"F,+%%+G"',"#$%"Daily 

Telegraph"#$%"620(*,'&#"`'4%0"Z.+%"2)&%/;%+"#$.#"#$%"&$2H"H.&"4';%,"."VH'0+G"6$%%/',4"H%062*%"

.#"#$%"c2(,+"?2(&%X".,+"-2',#%+"2(#"#$.#"$%"&.H",2)2+8"0%.;%".,+"#$.#"#$%".(+'%,6%"H%/%"

-/%-./%+"#2"0.(4$J40"!" Times -'%6%"$.+"&'*'0./08"/%-2/#%+"#$.#"V#$%"%,+"21"#$%"&$2H"H.&"4/%%#%+"

H'#$"/2./',4".--0.(&%JX"

!
#% Ibid.!
#+ NA: MEPO, 28/10, Production of “Oh! Calcutta!” at the Round House.!
#& Ibid. 
#'  Ibid.!
#,  Ibid, police reports. !
$( (-)8.'2484T%-Y3, 18 July 1970, 1. !
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"

9$%"Times’s"2H,"%+'#2/'.0"-2&'#'2,G"2,"#$%"2#$%/"$.,+G"H.&"#$.#"Oh! Calcutta!"$.+"V-.&&%+"#$%"

)2(,+&"21"+%6%,68X".,+".#"#$'&"-2',#"#$%",%H&-.-%/"60%./08"&#'00".66%-#%+"#$%"'*-2/#.,6%"21"."

&26'.0"*2/.0'#8@"V* 2/.0'&#&"21"#$%".,6'%,#"H2/0+"H%/%"',",2"+2()#"#$.#"0%H+"&-%6#.60%&"+%).(6$"

-()0'6"*2/.0&JX41"9$%"-20'#'6.0"62**%,#.#2/".,+".008"21"M./8"Z$'#%$2(&%G"c2,.0+"Y(##G"4.;%"',"

#$%"&.*%",%H&-.-%/"."+.*,',4".&&%&&*%,#"',".,"./#'60%"*(6$"62**%,#%+"2,"&()&%3(%,#08@"

"

!R%#*"/%#)(46#0,#'%%8'#,(#8%6#&%".*%1#"#$(0),#",#4*0.*#")=,*0)3#+0E%#"#&%"'()"-+%#-"+").%F 0'#:%($"&10'%1#-=#

,*%#0)'010(7'#%&('0()#(2#,*%#',")1"&1'#,(#4*0.*#,*%#8":(&0,=#4"),'#,(#"1*%&%#"'#"#.()'%97%).%#(2#,*%#$7-+0.#

-%*"/0(7&#(2#'(8%#80)(&0,0%';#5,#$&%'%),6#,*%#8":(&0,=#(2#(&10)"&=#$%($+%6#4*(#"&%#)%/%&#$7-+0.+=#"&,0.7+",%6#

'0,#*=$)(,0'%16#&%$%++%1#")1#$"''0/%#-%2(&%#,*%#8(&"++=#1%",*+=#3=&",0()'#(2#,*%0&#)%4#$%&'7"1%&'6#4"0,0)3#2(&#"#

+%"1#2&(8#,*('%#4*(#.(7+1#+%"1;<42#

"

Y(##G"H'#$"6$./.6#%/'&#'6.008"%;26.#';%"-$/.&',4G"2--2&%+"#$%".##%*-#&"21"#$%"V0%.+%/&X"21"#$%"

&%Q(.0"/%;20(#'2,"#2"V#$/(&#"'#"+2H,"#$%"$%.;',4"#$/2.#&"21"#$%"*.[2/'#8JX"?%"+%1%,+%+"#$%"/'4$#&"

21".+(0#&"#2"+2"H$.#%;%/"#$%8"0'I%+"',"-/';.#%G"+%&-'#%"$'&"'*-0'6'#"+%,'.0"21".00".4%,68"#2"#$%*G"

.,+".+*'##%+",2)2+8"H2(0+")%"12/6%+"#2"H.#6$"Oh! Calcutta!,"Y(#"$%"&'*(0#.,%2(&08"$'4$0'4$#%+"

#$.#"#$%"c2(,+$2(&%"/%6%';%+"!/#&"d2(,6'0"1(,+',4".,+"#$2(4$#"V#$'&"-.#$%#'6")(&',%&&"62(0+"

$.;%"&'4,'1'6.,#"'1"*./4',.0"'*-.6#"2,"-()0'6"&#.,+./+&JX""

"

j;%/.00G"#$2(4$G".&'+%"1/2*".%&#$%#'6"6/'#'6'&*&G"1%H"/%;'%H%/&"&%%*%+"-/%-./%+"#2"62*-0%#%08"

6%,&(/%"Oh! Calcutta!"!&"Stage and Television Today 0.#%/"/%-2/#%+G"Oh! Calcutta! $.+"/%6%';%+"V*'Q%+G"

.,+"2,"#$%"H$20%",2#"422+",2#'6%&"1/2*"#$%"7/%&&G"#$2(4$",2"6/'#'6"62,+%*,%+"'#"2,"*2/.0"

4/2(,+&JX"9$% Daily Express"6/'#'6"#$2(4$#"#$.#"'#"H.&"."V&$2H"21"2(/"#'*%&X"H$'6$"6$.00%,4%+"

V%;%/8"%&#.)0'&$%+"62,6%-#"21"H$.#"*.8"2/"*.8",2#")%"&%Q(.008"-%/*'&&')0%X")(#"#$2(4$#"#$.#"

V0'##0%"',"#$'&")'_.//%"0'##0%"/%;(%"'&".&"(,-0%.&.,#".&"#$%"#2,%"21"&2*%"21"#$%";'4'0.,#%&"6.00',4"12/"

'#&"&(--/%&&'2,GX"%Q-0.',',4"#$.#"$%"H.&".*._%+".,+".*(&%+")8"#$%"&$2H")(#"0%1#"'#"VH'#$2(#"

1%%0',4",2#'6%.)08"+%-/.;%+".,+"62//(-#%+JX43"The Stage".+*'/%+"#$%"/%;(%K&"6%0%)/.#'2,"21"

1/%%+2*"21"12/*".,+"'#&")%.(#8G"'#&"6/'#'6"-/.'&',4 "Y/%,+."!/,.(K&"&',4',4"21"V92"?'&"Y0.6I"

M'&#/%&&GX".&"H%00".&"."#$/%%&2*%"&6%,%G"#$2(4$"12(,+"#$%"4%,%/.0"0%;%0"21"*.#%/'.0"-22/J"9$%"

-/2+(6#'2,"H.&"V&0'6I".,+"%,4.4',4X")(#"(0#'*.#%08"'#")/2I%",2",%H"4/2(,+J44"d/'#'6"a2$,"Y./)%/"

',"#$%"Daily Telegraph"#$2(4$#"#$.#"H$.#%;%/"2,%"*.8"$.;%"#$2(4$#".)2(# "#$%"62,#%,#"21"#$%"

!
$!  2)M41<'18 July 1970, 3. !
$" 2)M41, 23 July 1970.!
$# (-)8.'W"Y%411, 28 July 1970, 8. !
$$ 234'5+-T4, 30 July 1970, 13.!
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/%;(%G"#$%/%"H2(0+"(0#'*.#%08")%"0'##0%"422+"',"*.4'&#/.#%&".##%*-#',4"#2"2(#0.H"H$.#"$%"

+%&6/')%+".&"."V/%0.Q%+"60'*.#%"21"2-','2,JX45"

"

F,+%%+G"H$%,"'#"H.&"/%-2/#%+"',"#$%"-/%&&"#$.#"-20'6%"62*-0.',#&"$.+")%%,"*.+%G"#$%"577".,+"

-20'6%"/%6%';%+".",(*)%/"21"0%##%/&"(/4',4",2, O',#%/;%,#'2,".,+"-/2#%&#',4".4.',&#"6%,&2/&$'-J46"

j,%"*%*)%/"21"#$%"-()0'6"H/2#%"#$.#"'#"VH2(0+")%"."4/%.#"-'#8"'1"#$'&"&$2H"$.+"#2"62*%"211"2;%/"

2,%"b.+8"H$2"'#"H2(0+"&%%*"H%,#"#2"#$'&"&$2H"#2"6.(&%"#/2()0%pF"$.;%"&%%,"#$'&"&$2H".,+"'#K&"

6/(+%f"Y(#"'1"#$.#K&"H$.#"#$%"-%2-0%"H.,#pH$8"&$2(0+"#$%"0'I%&"21"#$%"b.+8"&#2-"'#"12/"#$%"*.,8"

H$2"H.,#"#2"&%%"'#JX47"YJ!J"=.//%00G"."=%002H"21"d2/-(&"d$/'&#'"d200%4%G".0&2"H/2#%"#2"<62#0.,+"

l./+"#2"%,62(/.4%"#$%*",2#"#2"-(/&(%"#$%"6.&%@""

"

!P,#0'#+"&3%+=#"#8",,%&#(2#4*",#4%#"&%#"..7',(8%1#,(#")1#(2#4*",#4%#-%.(8%#"..7',(8%1#,(6#0)#'*(&,6#(2#(7&#

',")1"&1'#(2#,"',%;#P2#"#8%8-%&#(2#,*%#[XG6#(&#")=()%#%+'%6#"'E'#2(&#,*%#+"4#,(#0),%&/%)%6#*%#0'#'08$+=#"'E0)3#

2(&#,*%#+"4#,(#%)2(&.%#*0'#',")1"&1'#(2#,"',%6#")1#,(#08$('%#,*%8#()#%/%&=()%#%+'%;#A*0'#0'#*"&1+=#"#'7220.0%),#

:7',020.",0()#2(&#+%3"+#0),%&/%),0()6#%'$%.0"++=#"'#.(),%8$(&"&=#',")1"&1'#(2#,"',%#"&%#2"&#2&(8#7)02(&8;<48##

"

!#"#$%"&.*%"#'*%G"#$%"-20'6%"/%6%';%+"&%;%/.0"0%##%/&"+%&6/')',4"#$%"/%;(%".&"V1'0#$"21"#$%";%/8"

02H%&#"2/+%/X".,+"V)%&#'.0JX"F1"#$%"&$2H"H.&".002H%+"#2"62,#',(%G"&.'+"2,%G"VV#$%"H2/+"]2)&6%,%K"

H'00"$.;%",2"1(/#$%/"&'4,'1'6.,6%"',"#$%"R,40'&$"0.,4(.4%pb2,+2,"H$'6$"$.&"$'#$%/#2"$.+"."

/%.&2,.)08"422+",.*%".)/2.+"H'00")%62*%"#$%"*2&#"+%6.+%,#"6'#8"',"R(/2-%JX"F#"*'4$#")%"

2)&%/;%+G"$2H%;%/G"#$.#"*2&#"21"#$%"0%##%/&"',"#$%"-20'6%"1'0%"62*-0.',',4".)2(#"#$%"/%;(%".--%./"

#2"$.;%")%%,"-./#"21"."62,6%/#%+"%112/#@"*2&#"H%/%"H/'##%,"2,"0(Q(/8"$%.+%+"-.-%/".,+"H%/%"

*2&#08"1/2*"e%,#J""

"

b.+8"Y'/+H22+"12/"$%/"-./#")/2(4$#"&'4,'1'6.,#"-/%&&(/%"#2")%./"2,"#$%".(#$2/'#'%&"#2"0.(,6$".,"

',;%&#'4.#'2,".,+"&$%"&%,#"$%/"2H,"+%#.'0%+"&6%,%"+%&6/'-#'2,"#2"L%/.0+"`.).//2G"H$2"',"#(/,"

.&I%+"M.(+0',4"'1"$%"H2(0+".6#J49"F,"#$'&"H.8G"*2/.0'&#".6#2/&"',"-2H%/1(0"&26'.0"-2&'#'2,&"H%/%"

.) 0%"#2"(&%"#$%'/"&#.#(&".,+"%Q-02'#"62,,%6#'2,&"H$'6$"-%/$.-&".112/+%+"#$%'/"4/'%;.,6%&".,"

',10.#%+"0%4.0".,+"-20'#'6.0"H%'4$#J"!1#%/"Y'/+H22+K&"62*-0.',#G"."62**.,+%/",2#%+"',"#$%"-20'6%"

6.&%1'0%"#$.#"#$%"62*-0.',.,#&"H%/%"V-%/&2,&"21"&2*%"&#.,+',4X".,+"#$.#"$%"#$%/%12/%"%Q-%6#%+"

#2"$%./"H$.#".6#'2,"H2(0+")%"#.I%,J50"Y'/+H22+".0&2"H/2#%"#2"M.(+0',4"%,62(/.4',4"#$%"

!
$% (-)8.'2484T%-Y3<'28 July 1970, 9.!
$+ NA: MEPO, 28/10. 
$& Ibid, letters from the public. 
$'  Ibid.!
$,  Ibid.!
%( NA: MEPO, 28/10, Internal memo. !
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42;%/,*%,#K&"',;20;%*%,#G"%*-$.&'&',4"#$.#"#$%"c2(,+$2(&%"H.&".,"!/#&"d2(,6'0"&(--2/#%+"

#$%.#/%@"V$2H"*(6$"02,4%/"'&"#$%"Y/'#'&$"#.Q-.8%/p#2"1',. ,6%"'#&"2H,"*2/.0"6200.-&%^X51"

"

Z$%,"#$%"577"62,&(0#%+"12(/"%Q-%/#&G".00"21"#$%*"$.+")/2.+08"1.;2(/.)0%G"-%/*'&&';%G"2/"

',+'11%/%,#".##'#(+%&"#2"Oh! Calcutta! 9H2"%+(6.#'2,.0'&#&".,+"$%.+*'&#/%&&%&G"5.*%"M./4./%#"

M'0%&".,+"5.*%"M./8"L/%%,G"12(,+"#$%"/%;(%"',211%,&';%"2,"#$%"H$20%"N).//',4".,"V.(,#'%"

&6%,%X".,+"."V*.&#(/).#'2,"&6%,%XPJ"M'0%&"#$2(4$#"&2*%"21"#$%"&$2HK&"+'.024(%"H2(0+"$.;%"

)%%,"(,.66%-#.)0%"#%,"8%./&"-/%;'2(&08")(#")8"#$.#"-2',#"H.&"62**2,J"L/%%,"-%/&2,.008"12(,+"

&2*%"&6%,%&")2/',4".,+"(,1(,,8")(#G"0'I%"M'0%&G".--/%6'.#%+"#$.#"#$%"/%;(%"H.&"&%01O62,&6'2(&08"

&0.-&#'6IG"$8-%/)20'6G".,+"'/2,'6J52"j,%"7/'*/2&%"?'00"2&#%2-.#$"$.+"%6$2%+"#$'&"H$%,"$%"#20+"#$%"

Evening Standard"#$.#"#$%"&$2H"H.&"&2"6/(+%".,+"2;%/O#$%O#2-G"$%"$.+"42,%"V$2-',4"#2")%"

&%Q(.008"./2(&%+X")(#"VH.&,K#".#".00JX53"5.*%"M./8"H.&"V&(/-/'&%+"#$.#".6#'2,&"2,%"#$',I&"21"2,08"

#.I',4"-0.6%"',"-/';.#%"qH%/%r")%',4"&$2H,"2,"#$%"&#.4%X")(#"#$.#"V)%6.(&%"21"#$%"1/.,I,%&&"F"H.&"

,%'#$%/"&$26I%+"2/"%*).//.&&%+J"9$%"0.(4$#%/"21"#$%".(+'%,6%"$.+",2#$',4"21"#$%"&,'44%/8"3(.0'#8"

#$.#"'&".&&26'.#%+"H'#$"+'/#8"[2I%&JX54"R;%,"."-./'&$"-/'%&#"#$%"577"62,&(0#%+G"a2$,"7%//8G"

62,6(//%+"H'#$"*2&#"21"#$'&G"H/'#',4"',"$'&"/%-2/#"$%"0%1#"V',",2"H.8"+'&4(&#%+G"+'/#8"2/"

%*).//.&&%+X"#$.#"$%"$.+".##%,+%+J55"7%//8"12(,+"$'*&%01".)0%"#2".--0.(+"&%;%/.0"&6%,%&")%6.(&%"

#$%8"V&%%*%+"#2")%"022I',4".#"&%Q"1/2*"*.,8"+'11%/%,#".,40%&JJJ&2*%#'*%&"'#"H.&"+'/#8".,+"&2/+'+"

.,+"&2*%#'*%&")%.(#'1(0JX56"9$%"1',.0"%Q-%/#G"0.H"-/21%&&2/"!()/%8"5'.*2,+G"/%-2/#%+"#$%"

.(+'%,6%"H.&"V;./'%+".,+"/%&-%6#.)0%X".,+"H/2#%"#$.#"H$'0&#"#$%/%"H2(0+")%"-%2-0%"H$2"H2(0+"

1',+"#$%"&$2H"&$26I',4".,+"+'&4(&#',4G"&$%"62(0+",2#"H2/I"2(#"$2H"#$%8"H2(0+"%,+"(-".#"."

-%/12/*.,6%J57"5'.*2,+" .6I,2H0%+4%+"#$%"0.,4(.4%"',"#$%"/%;(%"',60(+%+"H2/+&",2#"(&(.008"

(&%+"',"V-20'#%"&26'%#8X")(#",2,%"#$.#"H2(0+",2#".0/%.+8")%"I,2H,"#2"#$%".(+'%,6%J"b'I%"5.*%"

M./8G"5'.*2,+"1%0#"#$.#"V#$%"2-%,"+'&6(&&'2,"21"&%Q(.0"*.##%/&G"I,2H,"#2"%;%/8".+(0#".,+"

!
%! NA: MEPO, 28/10; NA: LO 2/198, “Sir Cyril Black MP Complaints of Arts Council Festival” (1970). Birdwood, Mary 
Whitehouse and others regularly asserted that the Arts Council were intentionally undermining efforts to properly control and 
reign in obscenity and the organisation became a favourite target, spurred on by the publication of the “Arts Council Report” 
which, again, was never officially an Arts Council report. A few months prior to !3]'7-8*0++-] opening, Sir Cyril Black had written 
to Merlyn Rees at the Home Office to enclose a cutting from the (-)8.'2484T%-Y3 “regarding what appear to be disgraceful scenes 
at St. Ives…under the auspices and subsidies of the Art Council.” He was referring to a play being staged he regarded as most 
likely obscene. Black thought the Home Secretary must be “increasingly concerned that his efforts to deal with obscenity in its 
various forms are being undermined by the activities of the Arts Council.” In this particular instance, however, the play in 
question turned out to be one staged by students at Exeter University and was a sixteenth century Italian play that was first 
shown in the Guildhall and then in a public car park. The DPP felt that pursuing anything like this would quickly bring the law 
into further disrepute and that therefore no proceedings were justified. The attorney general concurred. 
%" NA: MEPO, 28/10, expert reports. 
%# W:4,),T'5+-,&-%&, 28 July 1970. 
%$ NA: MEPO, 28/10, expert reports.!
%% Ibid.!
%+ Ibid. 
%& Ibid. 
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%Q-%/'%,6%+")8"*2&#"62*-./%&"1.;2(/.)08"H'#$"#$%"&08"',,(%,+2"62**2,08"*%#"',"#$%"

62**%/6'.0"#$%.#/%JX58""

"

b(11K&"',;%&#'4.#';%"#%.*G"12/"#$%'/"-./#G"H%/%"2-#'*'&#'6".)2(#"#$%"-/2&-%6#"21"&(66%&&1(0"6$./4%&"

)%',4")/2(4$#J"F,"$'&"2H,"/%-2/#"21"DW"a(08G"$%"&(**./'&%+"#$%"&#.#%"21"-0.8@"12(/"-%2-0%"$.+"

42,%"#2"#$%"/%;(%"2(#"21"6$2'6%".,+"#$%,"62*-0.',%+"'#"H.&"4/2&&08"2)&6%,%G"."-.,%0"21"12(/"

%Q-%/#&"$.+"',+%-%,+%,#08")(#"(,.,'*2(&08"62,60(+%+"#$%8"+'+",2#"62,&'+%/"#$%"-/2+(6#'2,G"

H$%,"#.I%,".&"."H$20%G"H2(0+"$.;%"."#%,+%,68"#2"+%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#G")(#"#$.#"$%".,+"#H2"21"

$'&"6200%.4(%&"1%0#"&#/2,408"'#"H.&"2)&6%,%".&"H%00".&")%',4"V."+'/%6#"#$/%.#"#2"&26'%#8".&"H%"I,2H"

'#GX".,+"b(11"1/.*%+"#$'&".&"."*2*%,#"21"#/(#$J59"b(11"+'+".+*'#"#$.#"+(/',4"#$%"',#%/;.0"21"Oh! 

Calcutta!"$%"$.+"2)&%/;%+"#$%".(+'%,6%K&"/%.6#'2,".,+"#$.#"V'#"H.&"',#%/%&#',4"#2"$%./"*.,8"

*%*)%/&"21"#$%".(+'%,6%"+'&6(&&',4"H$%#$%/"]-20'6%K"H2(0+"#.I%".6#'2,".4.',&#"#$%"&$2HX".,+"

12(,+"#$.#"#$%"V4%,%/.0"62,&%,&(&"21"2-','2,"H.&"#$.#"'#"&$2(0+"/%*.',"(,#2(6$%+JX"9$'&"H.&".,"

.(+'%,6%G"',"b(11K&"2H,"H2/+&G"#$.#"H.&"V.&"62*-0%#%"."6/2&&O&%6#'2,"21"#$%"*.#(/%"62**(,'#8"

#$.#"'#"'&"-2&&')0%"#2"%,;'&.4%JX60"

"

F,"0'4$#"21".00"#$'&G"12(/"+.8&"0.#%/"7%#%/"c.H0',&2,"+%6'+%+",2#"#2"-/2&%6(#%"#$%"-/2*2#%/&"2/"

2/4.,'&%/&"2,"#$%").&'&"#$%/%"H.&",2"/%.&2,.)0%"6$.,6%"21"."&(66%&&1(0"-/2&%6(#'2,G".,+"$%"

/%1(&%+".,".--0'6.#'2,"12/"-/';.#%"-/2&%6(#'2,"1/2*"b.+8"Y'/+H22+J"Y'/+H22+"H.&"1(/'2(&@"V#$%"

2/+',./8";2#%/"',"#$'&"62(,#/8"'&"%,#'#0%+")8".",%H08"*.,+.#%+"42;%/,*%,#"#2"-/2#%6#'2,"1/2*"

#$%"',$(*.,'#8"21"#$%"(0#'*.#%"',&#.0*%,#&"21"+%4/.+.#'2,X".,+"&$%"6/'#'6'&%+"#$%"0.6I"21".6#'2,"

1/2*")2#$"42;%/,*%,#".,+"-20'6%J61"9$%"Times’"62//%&-2,+%,6%".1#%/"#$'&"+%6'&'2,"H.&"

+2*',.#%+")8"#$%"60%/48J"9$%"Y'&$2-"21"7%#%/)2/2(4$"0.*%,#%+"#$.#"V#$%/%"'&"#2")%"62*-0%#%"

1/%%+2*"21"%Q-/%&&'2,pH$.#"(&%+"#2")%"6.00%+")0.&-$%*8"2/"',+%6%,68"2/"&.;.4%";'20%,6%"2/"

-()0'6"',&(0#G"2;%/#"2/";%'0%+G"#2"#$%"0';',4".,+"+%.+"./%"#2")%"$.'0%+".&"&'4,&"21".,"%,/'6$',4"

0')%/.#'2,JX"=2/*%/"!/6$)'&$2- "21"d.,#%/)(/8"L%211/%8"='&$%/"+%60./%+"#$%"V-()0'6"%Q$')'#'2,X"

21".,8)2+8K&"4%,'#.0'."#2")%".,"',;.&'2,"21"#$%"-()0'6K&"-/';.68 ".,+"6.00%+"12/"#2(4$%/"0.H&J62"9$%"

H/'#%/G"0.HO/%12/*%/".,+"12/*%/"M7"!J7J"?%/)%/#".0&2"H/2#%". "-'%6%"12/"#$%"Times ',"H$'6$"$%"

/%4/%##%+"#$.#"#$%"BSmS"j7!G"H$'6$"$%"$.+"-0.8%+"."/20%"',"6/%.#',4G"$.+"%,+%+"',"#$%"V/'4$#"#2"

/%-/%&%,#"62-(0.#'2,G";2/.6'2(&08G"2,"#$%"-()0'6"&#.4%JX63""

!
%' Ibid.!
%, Ibid.!
+( Ibid.!
+! Ibid, letter from Birdwood.!
+" Saunders, “A Last Hurrah?”, 223.!
+# This was mentioned by Lord Longford in his Lords debate on pornography: Parliamentary Debates (Lords), “Pornography in 
Britain”, 21 April 1971, vol. 317, col. 642.!
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Y(#"#$%/%"H%/%".0&2"*2/%"0')%/.0";2'6%&"',"#$%",.#'2,.0"+%).#%".1#%/"#$%"577K&"+%6'&'2,J"9$%"

60.&&'6.008"0')%/.0"Economist’s ;'%H"H.&"#$.#"c.H0',&2,"$.+")%%,"/'4$#",2#"#2"#.I%"Oh! Calcutta! #2"

62(/#".,+"&(44%&#%+"#$%"42;%/,*%,#K&"#'*%"H2(0+")%")%##%/"&-%,#"4%##',4"2,"H'#$"V6%,&2/',4"

&2*%".,#'3(%"6/'*',.0"0.H&"',&#%.+JX64"9$%"Economist"+'+",2#"42"&2"1./".&"#2"%,+2/&%"Oh! Calcutta!"

h"V."#/';'.0"#$',4"H2/#$8"21";%/8"0'##0%",2#'6%X"h")(#"./4(%+"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&"+'+",2#".,+"&$2(0+"

,2#"%Q'&#"#2"-/2#%6#"b2,+2,"2/"Y/'#.',K&"/%-(#.#'2,@"Vd2(,6'002/"<*'#$"*.8")%0'%;%"#$.#"j$f"

d.06(##.f"'&"4';',4"b2,+2,".").+",.*%G")(#"$%"6.,,2#"%Q-%6#"#$%"&#.#%"#2".6#"0'I%".,"20+O

1.&$'2,%+"(,';%/&'#8".,+"-/2$')'#".,8#$',4"0'I%08"#2")/',4"#$%"6.-'#.0"]',#2"+'&/%-(#%JKXM%.,H$'0%G"

1/2*"."*2/%"-2-(0'&#"-%/&-%6#';%G"H$%,"7.(0"c.8*2,+"H.&"',#%/;'%H%+"12/"#$%"Daily Mirror"2,"

BW"<%-#%*)%/"BSTE"$%"#20+"#$%"-.-%/"$%")%0'%;%+",(+'#8"H.&".,"'*-2/#.,#"-./#"21"%,#%/#.',*%,#"

.,+"#$.#"$%"H.&"V,2#"$%/%"#2"-/2;%".,8#$',4"2/"#2"-(&$").6I"*2/.0")2(,+./'%&X")(#"/.#$%/"H.&"

',"#$%")(&',%&&"V#2"%,#%/#.',p.,+",(+%&"%,#%/#.',JX65"c.8*2,+"60.'*%+"#$.#"&2"*.,8"-%2-0%"

0'I%+",(+%"&$2H&"#$.#"$%"62(0+"$.;%"/%#'/%+"8%./&".42"H'#$".00"#$%"*2,%8"$%"62(0+"%;%/"H.,#G".,+"

+%&-'#%"H./,',4&"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"H2(0+"*.I%"$'&")./&".,+"&$2H&"2(#+.#%+G")(&',%&&"H.&"42',4"

(-@"VF"2-%,"j$f"d.06(##.f"2,"<%-#%*)%/"AEJ"F"H'00"*.I%"*2/%"*2,%8"2(#"21"#$.#"&$2H"#$.,".,8"

2#$%/"',+';'+(.0J"F")%0'%;%"'#"H'00")%".")'4"$'#JX"?%"H.&"&22,"-/2;%+"62//%6#J""

 

j,%"21"#$%"*2/%"6202(/1(0"%Q6$.,4%&"',"#$'&"%-'&2+%"266(//%+")%%,")%#H%%,"b.+8"Y'/+H22+".,+"

#$%"b.)2(/"M7"92*"5/')%/4"H$2"H.&"."-2-(0./"1'4(/%"2, "#$%"0%1#J66"Y'/+H22+"$.+"&%,#"."0%##%/"

H'#$"$%/"+%&6/'-#'2,"21"%.6$"&6%,%"21"#$%"/%;(%"#2".00"M7&"#2"#/8"#2"%,62(/.4%"&(--2/#"12/"

`.).//2v&" d2**2,&" *2#'2,".4.',&#"-%/*'&&';%,%&&J"<$%"H/2#%@"

"

!W%"&#Z%8-%&6#P#*($%#=(7#40++#2(&30/%#8%#2(&#'%)10)3#=(7#'7.*#'0.E%)0)3#&%$(&,'6#-7,#0)#/0%4#(2#,*%#Z(,0()#

1(4)#0)#T0&#[%&"+1#?"-"&&(B'#)"8%#\'7$$(&,%1#-=#'(8%#MN#ZQ']#()#,*%#'7-:%.,#(2#$(&)(3&"$*=#")1#$%&80''0/%#

+%30'+",0()6#P#2%+,#=(7#803*,#20)1#,*%#.(),%),'#7'%27+#0)#'7$$(&,0)3#,*%#8(,0();<67#

"

F,"5%6%*)%/"BSTEG"Tribune"-()0'&$%+")2#$"#$'&"0%##%/".,+"#$%"/%-08"Y'/+H22+"/%6%';%+"1/2*"

5/')%/4"2,"'#&"1/2,#"-.4%@"

"

!
+$ 234'W*$,$M)1+, 8 August 1970, 14.!
+% (-)8.'Z )%%$%, 16 September 1970, 9.!
++ In 2015 Simon Danczuk MP claimed that a retired Metropolitan Police detective sergeant had told him that Tom Driberg had 
been identified as a child abuser by police in 1968, but that no charges were pressed after the Director of Public Prosecutions 
Norman Skelhorn had been advised that proceeding with the case would not have been in the public interest.!
+& 2%)Q0,4, 25 December 1970, 3.!
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!A*")E#=(7#2(&#=(7&#\17$+0.",%1]#)(,%#")1#2(&#'%)10)3#8%#=(7&#/"&0(7'#%).+('7&%';#P#"8#,(+1#,*",#'(8%#(2#8=#

.(++%"37%'#*"/%#2(7)1#=(7&#/%&=#1%,"0+%1#1%'.&0$,0()#(2#O*^#G"+.7,,"^#8(',#0),%&%',0)36#")1#%/%)#%&(,0."++=#

%>.0,0)36#")1#P#08"30)%#,*",#8")=#(2#,*('%#4*(#*"/%#&%.%0/%1#0,#40++#+('%#)(#,08%#0)#3(0)3#,(#'%%#,*0'#'*(4FP#

"8#'(&&=#,(#+%"&)#,*",#=(7#"$$"&%),+=#.()'01%&#'%>#")1#'%>7"+#0),%&.(7&'%#0)#'(8%#4"=#(-'.%)%#(&#1%$+(&"-+%#

")1#_7)$+%"'"),6B#-7,#",#+%"',#=(7#*"/%#*%+$%1#8%#%17.",%#8=#$&%'%),#'%.&%,"&=FP#87',#,*")E#=(7#$%&'()"++=#

2(&#+%,,0)3#8%#E)(4#"-(7,#,*%#)%4#_'%&0(7'#'%>B#8"3"D0)%#@Q&(-0"C6#(2#4*0.*#P#*"1#)(,#*%"&1;#P#40++#",#().%#

(&1%&#0,;#Q+%"'%#'%)1#8%#'0>#8(&%#.($0%'#(2#=(7&#1%'.&0$,0()#(2#O*^#G"+.7,,"^#"'#P#E)(4#,*",#'(8%#(2#8=#2&0%)1'#

")1#.()',0,7%),'#4(7+1#-%#$+%"'%1#,(#*"/%#,*%8;<#

"

Y%,%.#$"#$%"+/8"&./6.&*"H.&"."*2/%"&()&#.,#'.0"-2',#G",.*%08"#$.#")8"-/2#%&#',4"#$'&"I',+"21"

*.#%/'.0"'#"H.&"*2/.0'&#&"#$%*&%0;%&"H$2"H%/%"/%&-2,&')0%"12/".+;%/#'&',4"'#"&2"H'+%08".,+"

+/.H',4"*(6$"*2/% ".##%,#'2,"#2"'#"#$.,"H2(0+"2#$%/H'&%"$.;%")%%,"#$%"6.&%J"9$'&"&.*%"-2',#"

H2(0+")%"*.+%"#'*%".,+"#'*%".4.',"',"2)&6%,'#8"6.&%&"2;%/"#$%"62(/&%"21"#$%"BSTE&J"Y8"#$%"#'*%"

Oh! Calcutta!"*2;%+"#2"#$%"Z%&#"R,+"',"BSTBG".&"#$%.#/%"&6$20./"L/.$.*"<.(,+%/&"2)&%/;%&G"'#"

H.&"+/.H',4"V82(,4"*.//'%+&"1/2*"."<2(#$%,+"62(,6'0"%&#.#%G"20+"-%2-0%"1/2*"."72/#&*2(#$"

&26'.0"60()G"."1.6#2/8"2(#',4"1/2*"Y'440%&H.+%".,+"."62.6$02.+"21"02//8"+/';%/&"1/2*"

d$%0*&12/+JX68"F,+%%+G"#$%"62**%,#.#2/"e%'#$"5%H$(/&#"H/2#%"',"#$%"Guardian"',"BSTB"#$.#@"

"

!A(1"=B'#',"3%#")1#20+8#)710,=#")1#%&(,0.#8"3"D0)%'#0'#"#8"''`8"&E%,#0)17',&=;#P,#'%++'#$%($+%#4*",#,*%=#4"),#

,(#-7=;#_O*^#G"+.7,,"^B#0'#)(,#$".E%1#(7,#-=#8"+.(),%),#"%',*%,%'#-7,#-=#$%($+%#4*(#*"/%#.(8%#2(&#"#)03*,#(7,#

-=#'$%.0"++=#(&3")0'%1#.(".*#,&0$F0,#0'#"#'7-7&-")#")1#$&(/0).0"+#"710%).%6#")1#0)#,*%#%)16#(2#.(7&'%6#,*%&%#

40++#-%#$&(/0).0"+#,(7&'#(2#O*^#G"+.7,,"^#5'#,*%&%#4%&%#(2#_S"0&B#")1#40,*#87.*#,*%#'"8%#&%'$()'%a#"#+(,#(2#

'.")1"+0'%1#.+7.E0)36#/(>`$($#0),%&/0%4'#0)#,*%#+(."+#$"$%&'F")1#27++#*(7'%'#%/%&=#)03*,;<69#

"

9$%"b2,+2,"&$2H"/., "AGSBU"-%/12/*.,6%&")%#H%%,"a(08"BSTE".,+"=%)/(./8"BSUEJ70"!662/+',4"#2"

2,%"BSUT")'24/.-$8G"#$%"/%;(%"(0#'*.#%08"4/2&&%+"2;%/"wAWE"*'00'2,"',"#2#.0"H2/0+H'+%J71"

"

Oh! Calcutta!"$.&"-%/$.-&")%%,"2;%/O$8-%+"',"#$%"$'&#2/'24/.-$8G"%#6$%+"',#2"#$%"$'&#2/8"21"

R,40.,+K&"V-%/*'&&';%"*2*%,#X".&"."60.&&'6"60.&$")%#H%%,"0')%/.0&".,+".(#$2/'#./'.,&J"a2,.#$2,"

L/%%,"H/'#%&"#$.#"V#$%"1(/2/%"'#"-/2;2I%+X"H.&"V.&#2(,+',4X"H'#$"#$%"-/%&&"#.I',4".,"',#%/%&#"',"

."&',40%"#2-'6"#2".,"%Q#%,#",2#"&%%,"V&',6%"#$%"<(%_"6/'&'&X".,+"#$.#"V,2#"(,#'0"#$%"Oz"#/'.0"H2(0+"

*2/.0'&#&"1',+"&2".00(/',4"."&2.-)2QJX72"9$%/%"H.&"6%/#.',08"0';%08"+%).#%"',"#$%",.#'2,.0"-/%&&"12/"

&2*%"#'*%G".0#$2(4$"'#"'&",2#"'//%0%;.,#"#$.#"#$'&"6.*%"',"#$%"*'++0%"21"#$%"-/%&&K&"V&'008"&%.&2,JX"

!
+'  Quoted in Saunders, "A Last Hurrah?," 224.!
+, K0-%&)-,, 17 February 1971, 8.!
&( Saunders, “A Last Hurrah?,” 223.!
&! Ferris, 54"'-,&'+34';%)+)13, 230.!
&" Green, L88'(%4114&'?Y, 347.!
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Y(#"H$'0&#"#$%/%"*.8"$.;%")%%,"*.,8"-%2-0%"#.0I',4".)2(#"#$%"/%;(%G"'#"+2%&",2#".--%./"*.,8"

-%2-0%"H%/%"-./#'6(0./08"+'&#(/)%+")8"'#J"F,"#$'&"6.&%G"Y'/+H22+".,+"2#$%/"*2/.0'&#"62**%,#.#2/&"

,%;%/"/%.008"H%,#")%82,+";.4(%".&&%/#'2,&".)2(#"#$%"V+%-#$&"21"+%-/.;'#8X"R,40'&$"6(0#(/%"H.&"

&',I',4"#2G".,+"#$%8"H%/%"12/6%+"#2",.;'4.#%"#$%".HIH./+"-2&'#'2,"21"60.'*',4"2,"#$%"2,%"$.,+"

#$.#"Oh! Calcuttaf"H.&"(,+%/*',',4",.#'2,.0"*2/.0&"H$'0&#".#"#$%"&.*%"#'*%".&&%/#',4G"',"+%1%,6%"

21"."*2/.0"*.[2/'#8"/$%#2/'6G"#$.#"'#"H.&"2,08".,".0/%.+8"62//(-#%+"b2,+2,"%0'#%"H$2"H%/%"&%%',4"

#$%"&$2H"NH$'6$G".&".)2;%G"H.&",2#".6#(.008"#$%"6.&%PJ"M2&#"/%;'%H%/&"H%/%",2#"2(#/.4%+G".,+"

.(+'%,6%&"H%/%"%,4.4%+"%,2(4$"#2"%,&(/%".,"%,2/*2(&"/(,J"9$'&"'&"-/%6'&%08"H$8"',"',;2I',4".,"

'*.4',./8"[(/8"#$%"577"+%6'+%+"#$%/%"H2(0+")%"0'##0%"*'0%.4%"',"-/2&%6(#',4J"j,"#$%"2#$%/"$.,+G"

'#"is"3( '#%"&#/'I',4"H$.#"98,.,"H.&".)0%"#2"4%#".H.8"H'#$G"."*%.&(/%"21"#$%"6(0#(/.0"+'&#.,6%"

#/.;%00%+"&',6%"Lady Chatterley",2#"#%,"8%./&")%12/%J"9$'&G"#$%,G".6#%+".&"."*2*%,#"H$%,"./#'&#&G"

H/'#%/&G"1'0**.I%/&G".,+")(&',%&&*%,"/%.0'&%+"[(&#"H$.#"H.&")%',4"/%4./+%+".&"0%4.008".,+"

6(0#(/.008"-%/*'&&')0%J""

"

M2/.0"/%#/%,6$%/&"H%/%"[(&#".&".##(,%+"#2"#$'&".,+"',"/%&-2,&%"#$%/%"H.&"."62,6%/#%+"/%#.0'.#2/8"

%112/#".4.',&#"2)&6%,'#8"12002H',4"#$%"577K&"+%6'&'2,"#2"+/2-"#$%"6.&%J"<(#$%/0.,+"&%%&"Oh! 

Calcutta!".&"."*2*%,#"21"V&'4,'1'6.,#"-/2;26.#'2,X".,+"+.#%&"."V*2/.0").6I0.&$X".&")%4',,',4 "

1/2*"'#&".--%./.,6%"',"b2,+2,J73"<'*'0./08G"b2/+"b2,412/+"',"$'&"/%-2/#"2,"-2/,24/.-$8"H2(0+"

&.8"#$.#".1#%/"Oh! Calcutta!G"V.00"&2/#&"21"-%2-0%G",2#"2,08"#$2&%"H'#$"."/%0'4'2(&"&#.,+-2',#G")%4.,"

#2"&.8"12/"#$%"1'/&#"#'*%G"]#$',4&"$.;%"42,%"#22"1./JKX74"9$%"d$(/6$"21"R,40.,+K&"Y2./+"21"<26'.0"

c%&-2,&')'0'#8"-()0'&$%+"."/%-2/#"."*2,#$".1#%/"+%,2(,6',4"-2/,24/.-$8G".,+"#$%"<dbK&"Pollution 

of the Mind 3('6I08"12002H%+J"F#"'&"#/(%G"#$%,G"#$.#"Oh! Calcutta! H.&"2,%"21"#$%"','#'.0"&-./I&"21"#$%"

-()0'6"+%).#%"2,"2)&6%,'#8".,+"-2/,24/.-$8"H$'6$"#22I"-0.6%"',"#$%"%./08"BSTE&J"Y(#"'#"'&".0&2"

#/(%"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&",2"/%.0"*2;%*%,#"#2"/%',&#.#%"#$%"6%,&2/K&")0(%"-%,6'0"12/"&#.4%"-0.8&".1#%/"

BSWUJ"='0*"., +"#%0%;'&'2,"&%%*%+"."*2/%"-/%&&',4"1/2,#"',"#$%").##0%"2;%/"2)&6%,'#8".,+"#$%.#/%"

$.+"."0'*'#%+".--%.0"H$'6$G"*.,8"*2/.0'&#&"./4(%+G"%Q-0.',%+"H$8"#$%/%"H.&"0%&&"-()0'6"+'&3('%#"

2;%/"Oh! Calcutta!".&"#$%8"*'4$#"$.;%"%Q-%6#%+J75"Z$%,"',"j6#2)%/"BSTD"#$%"&%/'.0"0'#'4.,#".,+"

12/*%/"b.)2(/"M7"c.8*2,+"Y0.6I)(/,"62*-0.',%+"#2"#$%"577"#$.#")2#$"Oh! Calcutta!".,+"

.,2#$%/"&%Q(.008"62,#/2;%/&'.0"-0.8G"The Dirtiest Show in Town"N.0&2",2#"-(/&(%+")8"#$%"577PG"$.+"

)%62*%"%;%,"*2/%"2)&6%,%"&',6%"#$%"','#'.0"',;%&#'4.#'2,&G"-20'6%"211'6%/&".##%,+%+")2#$".,+"

/%-2/#%+"#$%*".&"(,6$.,4%+J76"Oh! Calcutta!"H.&"&#'00")%',4"H%00"/%6%';%+G"/%-2/#%+"b(11G"H$2"H.&"

!
&# Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 99-100.!
&$ Ibid., 100.!
&% This was observed, for example, in the P$,T#$%&'94Y$%+. 
&+ NA: MEPO, 28/10. 
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V*2&#"&(/-/'&%+X",2)2+8".--%./%+"#2")%"2(#/.4%+"2/".,,28%+G".,+"#$.#".&"1./".&"&%Q(.0"#$%*%&"

H%/%"62,6%/,%+"'#".--%./%+"#$%"&#.4%"$.+")%%,"0')%/.#%+J"F,+%%+G"#$%/%"H%/%"#2")%"*2/%"&#.4%"

62,#/2;%/&'%&G")(#"#$%&%"H2(0+"6%,#/%"-/',6'-.008"2,"#$%"211%,&';%"-2/#/.8.0"21"/%0'4'2,G")%',4"

*2/ %".)2(#")0.&-$%*8"#$.,"&%Q"-%/"&%J""

341(/")#5*)"*AB/*["&/$=$%'"&*7$/11**
"

9$%"(,+%/4/2(,+"V.0#%/,.#';%X"-/%&&"H.&"#$%"-/',6'-.0";%$'60%".,+"12/(*"12/"#$%"'+%.&"21"#$%"

BSWE&".,+"BSTE&"d2(,#%/6(0#(/%J"!&"2)&%/;%+"',"#$%"-/%;'2(&"6$.-#%/G"1/%%+2*"21"%Q-/%&&'2,"

.,+"&%Q(.0"-20'#'6&"H%/%"6%,#/.0"#2"#$%"d2(,#%/6(0#(/%G".,+"'#&"(&%"21"2)&6%,'#8"H.&"2,%"H.8"'#"

2&#%,&')08".##%*-#%+"#2"6$.00%,4%"+2*',.,#"6(0#(/%J"!"*'Q#(/%"21"2)&6%,'#8".,+"/.+'6.0"-20'#'6&G"

$2H%;%/G".0&2"*.+%"#$%":,+%/4/2(,+"."&2(/6%"21"&()&#.,#'.0"62,#/2;%/&8J"F,"a.,(./8"BSTEG"#$%"

#$/%%"+'/%6#2/&"21"#$%"',,2;.#';%"(,+%/4/2(,+"*.4._',%"ITG".&"H%00".&"#$%"62*-.,8"-()0'&$',4"'#G"

H%/%"6$./4%+"H'#$"#$%"62**2,"0.H"6/'*%&"V62,&-'/.68"#2"62//(-#"-()0'6"*2/.0&X".,+"21"

V62,&-'/',4"#2"62//(-#"-()0'6"+%6%,68X")%6.(&%"#$%8"$.+"-()0'&$%+"4.8"62,#.6#".+&J"9$'&"H.&",2#"

#$%"1'/&#"#'*%"#$%&%"./6$.'6"0.H&"$.+")%%,"(&%+"',"#$%"*'+"DE#$"6%,#(/8J"=/%+%/'6I"<$.H"$.+")%%,"

-/2&%6(#%+"[(&#".1#%/"#$%"j7!")%6.*%"0.H"',"BSmS"12/"-()0'&$',4"The Ladies DirectoryG"."+'/%6#2/8"

21"b2,+2,K&"-/2&#'#(#%&G".,+"$%"H.&"62,;'6#%+"2,"62,&-'/.68"#2"62//(-#"-()0'6"*2/.0&G"

-()0'&$',4".,"2)&6%,%")22IG".,+"0';',4"211"'**2/.0"%./,',4&J77"9$%"[(+'6'.0"62**'##%%"21"#$%"

?2(&%"21"b2/+&"12/*.008"/%624,'&%+"#$'&"62**2,"0.H"+(/',4 "<$.HK&"1',.0".--%.0J78"F,"#$%"IT"

6.&%"#22G".00"+%1%,+.,#&"H%/%"12(,+"4('0#8J"Z$%,"'#"H%,#"#2"#$%"b.H"b2/+&"2,".--%.0"',"M.8"

BSTDG"#$%"+%1%,6%".'*%+"#2"2;%/#(/,"ShawG")(#"',"#$/2H',4"2(#"#$%"V+%6%,68X"6$./4%".,+"

(-$20+',4"#$%"V*2/.0&X"6$./4%G"#$%"[(+4%&"2,08"/%.11'/*%+"'#J"!"0%6#(/%/"',"0.H".#"o(%%,"M./8K&"

d200%4%G"L/.$.*"u%00'6IG"H/2#%"',"BSTA"#$.#")%6.(&%"21"#$'&"#$%"V2+'2(&X"0.H"21"62,&-'/.68".,+"

#$%"V*2/%"2+'2(&X"0.H"21"62,&-'/.68"#2"62//(-#"-()0'6"*2/.0&"$.+")%%,"%Q#%,+%+"#2"62;%/"

2)&6%,'#8G".,+"$%"62,+%*,%+"#$%"42;%/,*%,#"12/"1.'0',4"#2"%Q60(+%"#$%"211%,6%"1/2*"#$%"0.H"21"

2)&6%,'#8"H$%,"'#"$.+"-.&&%+"'#&"Criminal Justice BillJ79"9$%"577"H2(0+")/',4"62,&-'/.68"6$./4%&"

*2/%"21#%,"2;%/"#$%"BSTE&"#2"6'/6(*;%,#"#$%"6$.00%,4%&"21"#$%"j7!J""

"

9$%"6$./4%&".4.',&#"IT"H%/%"#$%"0.#%&#"',&#.0*%,#"21"."6.*-.'4,"21"-20'6%"',#'*'+.#'2,".,+"

+'&/(-#'2,".4.',&#"(,+%/4/2(,+"-/%&&"2/4.,'&.#'2,&".,+"#$%'/".&&26'.#%+"-/',#%/&".,+"+'&#/')(#2/&J"

!
&& In the Shaw case, the conviction prompted Roy Jenkins to seek assurances from the DPP that charges of conspiracy to corrupt 
public morals would not be used to bypass the public good defence in the OPA. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, however, the 
DPP brought conspiracy charges more often: Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 143-4 !
&' Ibid.!
&, K0-%&)-,, 23 January 1973, 7.!
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F,".++'#'2,"#2".6#'2,"',"#$%"62(/#&G"1/2*"BSWT"-20'6%"12/6%&"$.+")%%,"%*-028',4"#$%"%11%6#';%"

&#/.#%48"21"/.'+',4"#$%"211'6%&"21".0#%/,.#';%"*.4._',%&".,+".##%*-#',4"#2"12/6%"#$%*"2(#"21"

)(&',%&&G".&"H%00".&"6.00',4",%H&.4%,#&"',"-/2;',6'.0"#2H,&"#2"&#/2,408".+;'&%"#$%*"#2"&#2-"&%00',4"

-()0'6.#'2,&"0'I%"IT .,+" OzJ80"b.#%/G"',"j6#2)%/"BSTDG"\'6#2/"?20#G"4%,%/.0"&%6/%#./8"21"#$%"

`.#'2,.0"=%+%/.#'2,"21"c%#.'0"` %H&.4%,#&G"60.'*%+"#$%"-20'6%"H%/%"&%##',4"#$%*&%0;%&"(-".&"

[(+4%&".)2;%"#$%"62(/#&".,+".66(&%+"#$%*"21"(&',4"VL%&#.-2X"#.6#'6&"+(/',4"/.'+&"2,"

M.,6$%&#%/",%H&.4%,#&"',"&%./6$"21"V-2/,24/.-$8 X"H$%/%"#$%8"H2(0+"V+%&6%,+"2,"&$2-I%%-%/&G"

2/+%/"6(&#2*%/&"2(#G"602&%"#$%"+22/".,+"6.//8"2(#"."&%./6$JX81"9$%&%"I',+&"21"',#'*'+.#'2,".,+"

&6./%"#.6#'6&"H%/%"21#%,"%,2(4$"12/"#$%"-20'6%"#2"4%#"#$%'/"H.8".,+"12/",%H&.4%,#&"#2"/%*2;%"

#$%'/"&#26I"21"62(,#%/6(0#(/.0"N.,+"&21#62/%P"*.4._',%&J""

"

“Schoolkids Oz” (1970) 

"

c%10%6#',4"#$'&"$2&#'0'#8"#2H./+&"(,+%/4/2(,+"-()0'6.#'2,&G"#$%"577"I%-#"."1'0%"2,"Oz"1/2*"'#&"

0.(,6$"',"BSWT"H%00")%12/%".,8"211%,6%&"$.+")%%,"62**'##%+J82"Oz"$.+"&#./#%+"2(#".&"602&%/"#2"

#$%"&.#'/'6.0"Private Eye"#$.,".,8#$',4"*2/%"62,#/2;%/&'.0J"o('6I08G"$2H%;%/G"`%;'00%".,+"$'&"62O

%+'#2/"a'*"!,+%/&2,"#(/,%+"*2/%"#2H./+&"62(,#%/6(0#(/.0"&6%,%&".,+"OzG"',"0./4%"-./#"#$.,I&"#2"

#$%"./#"21"M./#',"<$./-"12002H',4"$'&"1'/&#"62(-0%"21"&%*',.0"b<5"#/'-&G")%6.*%"*2/%"%Q-02&';%08"

-&86$%+%0'6G"4/.-$'6.008"&%Q(.0G".,+"62,1'+%,#08"62,1/2,#.#'2,.0J"b'I%"2#$%/"(,+%/4/2(,+"

*.4._',%&G"Oz")%6.*%"."#./4%#"12/"#$%"-20'6%"12/"#H2"/%.&2,&J"='/&#08G"&%;%/.0"'*-2/#.,#"211'6%/&"

',"#$%"j)&6%,%"7()0'6.#'2,&G"2/"V5'/#8GX"<3(.+"21"#$%"M%#/2-20'#.,"720'6%"N-./#"21"#$%"M%#K&"VdX"

5';'&'2,"d0()&".,+"\'6%":,'#PG"$.+"."62,;%,'%,#")(&',%&&"/%0.#'2,&$'-"H'#$"#$%"$./+62/%"

-2/,24/.-$8"',+(&#/8J"!6#',4".4.',&#"#$%"(,+%/4/2(,+"-/%&&"*.+%"'#".--%./"#$%"-20'6%"H%/%"

+2',4"&2*%#$',4".)2(#"2)&6%,'#8"H'#$2(#"+'&/(-#',4"#$%")(&',%&&%&"21"#$%'/"(,211'6'.0"-./#,%/&J83"

<%62,+08G"Oz"1(&%+"#24%#$%/"/.+'6.0"-20'#'6&".,+".,#'O%&#.)0'&$*%,#"#$%*%&"',"."H.8"

&#/.'4$#12/H./+"-2/,24/.-$8"+'+",2#J"!&"12/*%/"%+'#2/"21"Frendz,"a%/2*%"Y(/,%"/%6.00%+G"V#$%"

(,+%/4/2(,+"-/%&&"&%%*%+"."H2,+%/1(0";%$'60%"12/")%',4".#"#$%"6%,#/%"21"H$.#"H.&"42',4"

2,p.)2/#'2,G"H2*%,K&"/'4$#&G"%620248G"/.6'&*G"$2*2&%Q(.0'#8G".##'#(+%&"#2"#$%"-20'6%p#$%8".00"

12(,+"#$%'/"1'/&#"%Q-/%&&'2,"',"#$%"(,+%/4/2(,+"-/%&&J"F#K&".00"20+"$.#",2HG")(#"'#"H.&"-/%##8"

!
'(  See: Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 104-111.!
'!  K0-%&)-,, 4 October 1972, 4-6.!
'"  NA: DPP, 2/4349; Hilliard, Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 142-3. 
'#  In 1972, at least seventeen policemen including Chief Inspector George Fenwick, Chief Superintendent Bill Moody, 
Commander Wallace Virgo who headed the Serious Crime Squad, and Commander Kenneth Drury who headed the Flying 
Squad, were found to have played a role in the running of a protection racket with Soho hardcore traders. Drury even vacationed 
with Jimmy Humphreys, one of Soho’s more violent pornographers. Moody sold porn shop “licences” at around £8,000 to 
£10,000 a piece. See: 50,&-.'V4$Y84, 27 February 1972. 
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/.+'6.0"&#(11"#$%,JX84"a'*"!,+%/&2,".4/%%&@"V5.))0',4"',"0%1#OH',4"-20'#'6&"H.&"-./#"21".00"#$'&@"

!*%/'6.,"-20'#' 6&G"&%Q(.0"0')%/.#'2,G"#$%"H2*%,K&"*2;%*%,#G"4.8"0')%/.#'2,J"!00"#$%&%"#$',4&"H%/%"

',"#$%".'/".,+"#$%8"*.+%"#$%'/".--%./.,6%"',"OzJ"F#"H.&"3('#%".,"%Q-02&';%"-.6I.4%"#$2(4$"F"+2,K#"

#$',I".,8"21"(&"/%.0'&%+"'#".#"#$%"#'*%JX85"=2/"`%;'00%G".&-%6#&"21"#$%": ,+ %/4/2(,+"&(6$".&"V#$%"

(,%3(';26.0"(&%"21"0.,4(.4%X"H%/%"-./#"21"#$%"V%;%/8+.8"-20'#'6&"21"#$%"*2;%*%,#J"j)&6%,'#8"'&"

#/.+'#'2,.008".*2,4"#$%"./*2(/8"21"H%.-2,&"%*-028%+")8"#$%".0'%,.#%+".,+"1/(&#/.#%+JX86"""

"

9$%"5'/#8"<3(.+G"`'4%0"=2(,#.',"./4(%&G"#./4%#%+"-()0'6.#'2,&"0'I%"Oz".,+" IT"',".,".##%*-#"#2"

3(.&$"#$%"',10(%,6%"21"#$%".0#%/,.#';%"-/%&&".,+"#.I%"2,"V."/20%".&"./)'#%/&"21"*2/.0";.0(%"H'#$',"

Y/'#'&$"&26'%#8JX87"Y%6.(&%"#$%"0.,4(.4%"21"#$%"j7!"H.&"&2";.4(%G"#$%"<3(.+"H%/%"$.,+%+"."$(4%"

.*2(,#"21"&()[%6#';%"-2H%/".,+"#$%8"62(0+".--08"#$%"0%4'&0.#'2,"#2"H$'6$%;%/"V&();%/&';%X"2/"

/.+'6.0"-()0'6.#'2,"#$%8"&.H"1'#J88"Oz"'#&%01"1%00".12(0"21"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&"H'#$"#$%"-()0'6.#'2,"21"

Oz",2J"DUJ"=%0'Q"5%,,'&G"."12/*%/"+'&#/')(#2/"21"Oz"H$2")%6.*%".,"%+'#2/G"62*-0.',%+"#2"

`%;'00%".,+"!,+%/&2,"2,"`%H"l%./&K"R;%"21"BSTE"#$.#"Oz"H.&")%62*',4"#22"$'4$)/2H".,+"H.&"

02&',4"82(,4"/%.+%/&J"`%;'00%"-/2-2&%+".,"'&&(%"%,#'/%08"H/'##%,".,+"%+'#%+")8"&6$2206$'0+/%,J"F,"

OzG"`%;'00%"',;'#%+"(,+%/OBU&"#2".--08"#2"%+'#".,"'&&(%"H'#$"62*-0%#%"%+'#2/'.0"1/%%+2*G".,+"

./2(,+"DE"&%62,+./8"&6$220"-(-'0&"#22I"(-"#$%"2--2/#(,'#8J"9$%&%"VI'+&X"&-%,#"&%;%/.0"+.8&".#"

#$%"Oz"211'6%&".,+"#22I"-./#"',"."12(/O+.8"H/'#%O',".#"`%;'00%K&"10.#"H$%/%"#$%"V<6$220I'+&"F&&(%X"

H.&".&&%*)0%+J89"

"

7/%+'6#.)08G"&6$220',4"H.&"."*.[2/"#$%*%J"j,%"'#%*G"V<6$220"!#/26'#'%&GX"1%.#(/%+"."6./#22,"21"."

#%.6$%/"*.&#(/).#',4".&"$%"4/2-%+")28&K")2##2*&J"='1#%%,O8%./O20+"\';'.,"Y%/4%/"-0.8%+"2,"#$%"

#$%*%"21"&6$220*.&#%/"&.+'&*".,+"H.&"/%&-2,&')0%"12/"-/2+(6',4". "6200.4%"H$'6$"1%.#(/%+"

c(-%/#"Y%./"-.&#%+"2,#2"."c2)%/#"d/(*)"VL8-&8"L/.,,8X"6./#22,"0'1#%+"1/2*"#$%"!*%/'6.,"

(,+%/4/2(,+"-/%&&"',"H$'6$"c(-%/#"Y%./"6$./4%&G"2;%/&'_%+"-%,'&"1'/&#G"',#2"#$%"(,62,&6'2(&"

4/.,,8 J"BWO8%./O20+"!,,%"92H,&%,+"-/2;'+%+".,"./#'60%"#$.#"./4(%+"12/"*2/%"V1/%%+2*"21"&%Q(.0"

%Q-/%&&'2,"',"-()0'6GX".&&%/#',4"#$.#"$.;',4"&%Q"',"-()0'6"H2(0+")%".,".&&%/#'2,"21"1/%%+2*"1/2*"

V#$%"&8&#%*X".,+"V#/.+'#'2,JX"9$%"1/2,#".,+").6I"62;%/"21"#$%"%+'#'2,"1%.#(/%+".,"'00(&#/.#'2,"

1/2*".") 22I")8"#$%"=/%,6$"%/2#'6"./#'&#"Y%/#/.,+"&$2H',4"H2*%,"*.&#(/).#',4G"I'&&',4"%.6$"

2#$%/G".,+"(&',4"&%Q"#28&"H'#$"%.6$"2#$%/J"9$%/%"H%/%".0&2"'#%*&"2,"+/(4&".,+"-20'#'6&".&"H%00".&"

!
'$  Green, (-.1'),'+34'P)#e, 355.!
'% Ibid., 388.!
'+  Neville, V8-.'V$H4%, 64.!
'& As it is summarised by Paul Bleakley, "Cleaning up the Dirty Squad: Using the Obscene Publications Act as a Weapon of Social 
Control," 5+-+4'7%)M4'O$0%,-8 8:1 (2019), 23. 
''  Ibid., 20.!
',  Neville, I)YY)4'I)YY)4'53-S4, 182, 203-4.  
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#$%"(&(.0"60.&&'1'%+".+&J"9$'&"H.&"."1.'/08"&#.,+./+"'&&(%"21"Oz .,+"0%&&".%&#$%#'6.008"/%*./I.)0%"

#$.,"&2*%"2#$%/"%+'#'2,&J"F*-2/#.,#08G"'#"H.&".,"'&&(%"%+'#%+")8"&6$2206$'0+/%,")(#",2#"

&-%6'1'6.008"',#%,+%+"#2")%"/%.+")8"6$'0+/%,J"9H2"*2,#$&".1#%/"-()0'6.#'2,G"#$%"5'/#8"<3(.+"

/.'+%+"#$%"Oz"211'6%&J"5JFJ"b(11".4.',"0%+"#$%"',;%&#'4.#'2,J"!"-20'6%*.,"21"62,;'6#'2,".,+"

',#%4/'#8"N$%"H.&",2#"6.(4$#"(-"',"#$%"<3(.+K&"62//(-#'2,PG"b(11"H.&G"',"#$%"H2/+&"21"=%0'Q"

5%,,'&G"V."/.;',4"d$/'&#'.,".,+"$%".6#(.008")%0'%;%+"H$.#"$%"H.&"+2',4"h"#$%8"62(0+,K#"$.;%"

6$2&%,".")%##%/"4(8JX90"b(11"-(&$%+"12/"Oz"DU"#2")%"/%1%//%+"#2"#$%"577G".&&%/#',4@"

"

!,*%#4*(+%#,*%8%#")1#8%''"3%#0'#10&%.,%1#,(#=(7)3#',71%),'#7&30)3#,*%8#,(#&%/(+,#"3"0)',#'(.0%,=#")1#,(#

10'."&1#8(&"+0,=6#&%'$()'0-0+0,=#")1#'%+2`10'.0$+0)%#0)#%/%&=#'%)'%F,*0'#,=$%#(2#$7-+0.",0()#0'#87.*#8(&%#

*"&827+#,*")#,*%#W")0'*#")1#T4%10'*#_*"&1#.(&%B#$(&)(3&"$*=6#0)#,*",F_ODB#bM#",,".E'#,*%#/%&=#&((,'#(2#

'(.0%,=;<91#

#

!4.',G"#$'&"*.I%&"'#"60%./"H$8"*.4._',%&"0'I%"Oz"H%/%"#./4%#%+".)2;%"&21#62/%".,+"$./+62/%"

-() 0'6.#'2,&J"Oz"-/%&%,#%+".";%/8"/%.0"6$.00%,4%"#2"#$%"%&#.)0'&$%+"2/+%/".,+"+2*',.,#"6(0#(/%J#

"

9$%"577"+%6'+%+"#$%"'&&(%"#/.,&4/%&&%+"#$%")2(,+./'%&"21"-%/*'&&')'0'#8".,+"-/2&%6(#%+J"!00"

#$/%%"%+'#2/&".&"H%00".&"j_"7()0'6.#'2,&"F,I"b#+J"H%/%"6$./4%+"(,+%/"#$%"62**2,"0.H"6/'*%"21"

V62,&-'/',4"#2"62//(-#"#$%"*2/.0&"21"0'%4%"&()[%6#&"21"?%/"M.[%&#8"#$%"o(%%,")8"/.'&',4"',"#$%'/"

*',+&"',2/+',.#%"0(&#1(0"+%&'/%&X".&"H%00".&"211%,6%&"(,+%/"#$%"j7!".,+"Post Office ActJ"!#"#$%"

-/%0'*',./8"$%./',4G"#$%"&20'6'#2/"5.;'+"j11%,).6$G".6#',4"12/"#$%"+%1%,6%G"./4(%+"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&"

,2"6.&%"#2".,&H%/")%6.(&%",2)2+8"$.+")%%,"-/%&%,#%+"#2"#$%"62(/#"H$2"$.+")%%,"+%-/.;%+"2/"

62//(-#%+J92"Z$%,"6/2&&O%Q.*',%+G"b(11".+*'##%+"$%"VH.&,K#"&(/%X"H$%#$%/"#$%"&6$220I'+&"'&&(%"

$.+".11%6#%+"$'*"-%/&2,.008"2/",2#J93"b(11".0&2"#%&#'1'%+"#$.#"#$%"-20'6%"$.+"/%6%';%+"im"

62*-0.',#&".4.',&#"Oz"DUG".,+"#$.#"6'/6(0.#'2,"H.&"./2(,+"iEGEEE"H'#$"."62,&'+%/.)08"$'4$%/"

/%.+%/&$'-"21"%.6$"62-8J"9$%").//'&#%/"L%211/%8"c2)%/#&2,"62,60(+%+"#$.#"#$'&"H.&"(0#'*.#%08"."

6$./4%"H$'6$"$.+")%%,")/2(4$#")8"V)(/%.(6/.#&"',"#$%"577K&"+%-./#*%,#X".,+"V4%%O%+"(-".,4/8"

-20'6%*%,JX94"Y(#"`%;'00%"$.&"&',6%"2)&%/;%+"#$.#"#$%"R&#.)0'&$*%,#"V4%,(',%08"+'+,K#"0'I%"

<6$220I'+&K"j_p#$%8"H%/%"+%%-08"*2/.008"2(#/.4%+")8"&6$2206$'0+/%,"#.0I',4".)2(#"#%.6$%/&"

$.;',4"%/%6#'2,&"2/"+%*8#$2024'&',4"c(-%/#"Y%./J"9$%8"H%/%".)&20(#%08"1/%.I%+"2(#")8"#$%"1(&'2,"

!
,(  Green, (-.1'),'+34'P)#4, 387.!
,!  Quoted in Hilliard, L' Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 144-5.!
,"  Ibid. 
,#  5Y4*+-+$%, 24 October 1970, 225.!
,$  Green, (-.1'),'+34'P)#4, 387. 
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21"&%QG"+/(4&G"/26IK,K/200".,+"&6$220I'+&".00"',"+.8402JX95"j_"7()0'6.#'2,&".,+"'#&"%+'#2/&"H%/%"

62**'##%+"#2"#/'.0J"

"

9$%8".--%./%+".#"#$%"j0+"Y.'0%8"N.00"H%./',4"&6$220"(,'12/*&P"#$%"12002H',4"&(**%/"',"1/2,#"21"

."[(/8".,+"a(&#'6%"M'6$.%0"!/480%J96"a2$,"M2/#'*%/"/%-/%&%,#%+"5%,,'&".,+"!,+%/&2,"H$'0%"

`%;'00%"/%-/%&%,#%+"$'*&%01".0#$2(4$"$%"/%*.',%+"."60'%,#"21"j11%,).6$"H$2"',&#/(6#%+"

M2/#'*%/J"M2/#'*%/G".&"$%"+'+"',"2#$%/"#/'.0&"21"#$'&"I',+G".6#%+")0.&g"#2"#/8"#2"*.I%"#$%"6.&%"

.--%./"#/';'.0G".,+"#$%"#/'.0"$.&")%62*%"1.*2(&"12/"'#&"*2/%")'_.//%"*2*%,#&@"+'&6(&&'2,&"2;%/"

H$%#$%/"c(-%/#"Y%./K&"%/%6#'2,"',"\';'.,"Y%/4%/K&"6./#22,"H.&"/%.0'&#'6.008"-/2-2/#'2,.#%"#2"#$%"

)%./"$'*&%01G"+%1%,6%"H'#,%&&%&"-%/&(.+',4"#$%"[(/8"#$.#"/%&-%6#.)0%"-%2-0%"(&%"#$%"H2/+"V1(6IGX"

L%2/4%"M%008"+%1',',4"12/"#$%"62(/#"H$.#"#$%"[(+4%"-/2,2(,6%+".&"V6(,,'0',6#(&X"NM%008K&"

+%1','#'2,")%',4"V42))0',4G"42',4"+2H,G"&(6I',4"211p82+%00',4"',"#$%"6.,82,XPG"#$%"62*%+'.,"

M./#8"=%0+*.,"&-%.I',4"&2"1.&#"#$.#"&$2/#$.,+"/%-2/#%/&".).,+2 ,%+"#$%'/"%112/#&G".,+"d./20',%"

d22,"&'0%,6',4"#$%"62(/#/22*")8"#.I',4"#$%"&#.,+"',"$2#-.,#&J97"Y(#"#$%/%"H%/%".0&2"*2/%"

&()&#.,#'.0"3(%&#'2,&".#"&#.I%"',"#$%"Oz"#/'.0J"

"

9$%"+%1%,6%K&"&#/.#%48"H.&"#2"./4(%"#$%"#/.,&12/*.#'2,&"21"#$%"&'Q#'%&"$.+"-/2+(6%+"82(,4"

-%2-0%"H'#$";%/8"+'11%/%,#";.0(%&".,+"&%,&')'0'#'%&"#2"-/%;'2(&"4%,%/.#'2,&G".,+"#$.#"'#"H.&"

',6(*)%,#"2,".+(0#"&26'%#8"#2"#/8"#2"(,+%/&#.,+"82(,4"-%2-0%K&"%Q-%/'%,6%&"/.#$%/"#$.,"

/%-/%&&',4"#$%*"N#$%"[(/2/&"H%/%"#$%*&%0;%&".00".4%+"2;%/"iEPJ"9$'&"H.&"#$%"&.*%"0',%"M2/#'*%/"

H.&"&'*(0#.,%2(&08"#.I',4"',"#$%"#/'.0"21"The Little Red SchoolbookG"/%#(/,%+"#2")%02HJ"!&"H2(0+")%"

#$%"&#.,+./+"-0.8)22IG"#$%"+%1%,6%")/2(4$#"',".&"*.,8"%Q-%/#"H'#,%&&%&".&"#$%8"62(0+"1',+"#2"

+%1%,+"OzJ"9$%"-&86$2024'&#&"?.,&"R8&%,6IG"a2&%-$"e0%',".,+"b'2,%0"?.H./+"&-2I%"#2"#$%"

+.,4%/&"21"/%-/%&&',4"82(,4"-%2-0%".,+"#$%'/"&%Q(.0'#8"H$'0&#"/%[%6#',4"#$%"'+%."#$.#"%Q-0'6'#"

'*.4%&"62(0+")%"-&86$2024'6.008"+.*.4',4"N#$%"0.##%/".&&%/#%+"#$2&%"H$2"%,62(,#%/%+"%Q-0'6'#"

'*.4%/8"H%/%"less"0'I%08"#2"+%;%02-"-&86$2-.#$2024'%&PJ"?%.+*.&#%/&"H%/%")/2(4$#"',"#2"

62//2)2/.#%"#$%";'%H"#$.#"2)&6%,'#8"62(0+")%"."V&.1%#8";.0;%X".002H',4"82(,4"-%2-0%"#$%"6(0#(/.0"

&-.6%"#2"V;%,#X".)2(#".(#$2/'#8J Oz"DUG"#$%"+%1%,6%"60.'*%+G"H.&".";%,(%"12/"82(,4"-%2-0%"#2"

+%*.,+".";2'6%"',"$2H"#$%8"H%/%"42;%/,%+G"."60.'*"1/.*%+".&"2,%"-./#"21"#$%"+%*26/.#'&.#'2,"21"

&6$220',4"#$.#"H.&"#.I',4"-0.6%"',"R,40.,+J"9$%"+%1%,6%G"#$%,G"&%#"#$%"V2)&6%,'#8X"21"#$%'/"

!
,% Green, (-.1'),'+34'P)#4, 388.!
,+ Descriptions of trial proceedings are taken from: Tony Palmer, 234'2%)-81'$#'!N (London, 1971); NA: J, 82/1934-1936; NA: 
DPP 2/4349; HO 302/49.  
,& See, in particular, Neville, I)YY)4'I)YY)4'53-S4, 382-397 
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*.4._',%"',#2"."H'+%/"62,#%Q#"21"82(,4"-%2-0%K&"-/2#%&#&".4.',&#".,"(,%3(.0".,+"$8-26/'#'6.0"

&26'%#8J98""

"

`%;'00%"%;%,"6.00%+"-/21%&&2/"21"-&86$20248".#":,';%/&'#8"d200%4%"b2,+2,"N:dbPG"c'6$./+"

Z200$%'*G".&"H%00".&"?JbJ!J"?./#K&"&(66%&&2/".#":db"c2,.0+"5H2/I',G"#2"62,1'/*"$'&"./4(*%,#"

#$.#"1/%%+2*"21"%Q-/%&&'2,"H.&"12(,+.#'2,.0"#2"82(,4"-%2-0%K&"62,6%-#'2,&"21"*2/.0'#8J"F,"#$'&"

H.8G"1/%%+2*"21"&-%%6$"H.&"-/%&%,#%+".&".,"%,+"',"'#&%01"',"#$%"Oz"#/'.0"',"."H.8"#$.#"'#"H.&",2#"

',G"12/"',&#.,6%G"#$%"Lady Chatterley"#/'.0J"M2/#'*%/"*.+%".,.024'%&"H'#$"/%0'4'2(&"+'&&%,#%/&"21"

#'*%&"42,%"H$2"V(&%+"#2"#$(,+%/"#$%'/"+%,(,6'.#'2,&"',"+./I"602#$%&".,+"/200',4"-$/.&%&"1/2*"

#$%"-(0-'#&"21"&*.00"6$.-%0&JX"̀ 2HG"&.'+"M2/#'*%/G"V#$%"+'&&%,#%/&"H%./"02,4"$.'/".,+"6202(/1(0"

602#$%&".,+"+/%.*"#$%'/"+/%.*&"21".,2#$%/"H2/0+"',"&*.00")%+O&'##',4"/22*&"',"`2##',4"?'00"

L.#%JX99"?%"6$.00%,4%+"#$%"-/2&%6(#'2,K&"./4(*%,#"#$.#"#$%"#/'.0"H.&",2#".,".&&.(0#"2,"1/%%+2*"

21"%Q-/%&&'2,G"3(2#',4"\20#.'/%K&"1.*2(&"+'6#(*".,+".00(+',4"#2"#$%"M'00'#%",2#'2,"#$.#"V#20%/.,6%"

*%.,&"-/2#%6#',4"*',2/'#8"2-','2,G"-./#'6(0./08"#$%"2-','2,&"21"*',2/'#'%&"H'#$"H$2*"H%"

+'&.4/%%JX100"F,"+2',4"&2G"M2/#'*%/"1/.*%+"#$%"6.&%".&"2,%"#$.#"H.&"/%.008".)2(#"+'11%/%,#"

0'1%&#80%&".,+"#20%/.#'2,"21"#$2&%"0'1%&#80%&J"F,"&(**',4"(-G"M2/#'*%/".--%.0%+"#2".",%H"

-0(/.0'&*@""

"

! R%#*"/%#*%"&1#"#+(,#17&0)3#,*0'#."'%#"-(7,#")#"+,%&)",0/%#'(.0%,=;#A*%#,&7,*#(2#,*%#8",,%&#0'6#*(4%/%&6#,*",#

(7&# '(.0%,=6# (7&# .(7),&=6# .(),"0)'# 8")=# "+,%&)",0/%# '(.0%,0%';# 5++# (2# ,*%8# 8"=# *"/%# 1022%&%),# 01%"'# "-(7,#

-&0)30)3#7$#,*%0&#.*0+1&%)V#"++#(2#,*%8#8"=#*"/%#1022%&%),#01%"'#"-(7,#'%>7"+#8(&"+0,=;#H7,#,*%#08$(&,"),#,*0)3#

0'#,*",#4%#'*(7+1#+0/%#40,*#%".*#(,*%&#")1#,*",#4%#'*(7+1#-%#,(+%&"),#(2#,*%#"+,%&)",0/%#01%"'#4*0.*#4%#1%-",%;#

R%#'*(7+1#-%#2&%%6#")1#()%#'(&,#(2#$%&'()#'*(7+1#)(,#'%%#,(#',02+%#")(,*%&;#W(0)3#=(7&#(4)#,*0)3#0'#"#$*&"'%#

,*",#@$&('%.7,(&C#Z&#X%"&=#.&0,0.0'%1#")1#7'%1#"'#02#0,#4%&%#'(8%,*0)3#,*",#()+=#"$$+0%1#,(#,*%#c)1%&3&(7)1;#

H7,#"++#(2#7'6#8%8-%&'#(2#,*%#Y7&=6#0)#()%#4"=#(&#")(,*%&6#1(#(7&#(4)#,*0)3;<101#

"

j,"#$%"2#$%/"$.,+G"#$%"-/2&%6(#'2,G"0%+")8"Y/'.,"b%./8G"I%-#"#$%'/"6.&%"&#/.'4$#12/H./+J"9$%8"

#22I"Oz"DU".&"#$%"2,08"%;'+%,6%",%6%&&./8".,+"62,1',%+"#$%'/"./4(*%,#"#2"H$%#$%/"#$%"'&&(%"H.&"

2)&6%,%"H'#$',"#$%"0%4.0"*%.,',4"21"#$%"#%/*J"Z$'0&#"#$%"+%1%,6%"$.+"0%6#(/%+"2,"*2/.0'#8G"&26'.0"

6$.,4%G"#$%"&%Q(.0"/%;20(#'2,G".,+"6$'0+/%,K&"/'4$#&G"#$%8"$.+"%,4.4%+"0%&&"H'#$"H$%#$%/"Oz"DU"

H.&"'#&%01"2)&6%,%J"F,"$'&"2H,"&(**',4"(-G"b%./8"*.+%"'#"."*.##%/"21"62**2,O&%,&%"#$.#"Oz"

H.&"2)&6%,%G"&(44%&#',4"#2"#$%"[(/8"#$.#"6$'0+/%,"H2(0+"V2-%,"qj_r"#2"/%.+".)2(#"&6$220"2/"#.I%"

!
,'  Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4 122-125; Neville, I)YY)4'I)YY)4'53-S4, 282-97, 388-398; Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 152-4. 
,,  Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 122. 
!((  Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 152-3 
!(!  Palmer, 2%)-81'$#'!N. 
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'#"&6$220"#2"&$2H"#$%'/"1/'%,+&".,+"1',+"c(-%/#p+/%&&%+".&"$%"'&pH'#$"."-%,'&"#$/(&#"',#2"#$%'/"

1.6%&JX102"!1#%/"+%0')%/.#',4".,+"&%%I',4"&%;%/.0"60./'1'6.#'2,&"1/2*"#$%"[(+4%G"',60(+',4"."

+%1','#'2,"21"2)&6%,'#8G"#$%"[(/8"#$/%H"2(#"#$%"62,&-'/.68"6$./4%")(#"12(,+".00"#$%"%+'#2/&".,+"#$%"

62*-.,8"4('0#8"21"#$%"6$./4%&"(,+%/"#$%"j7!".,+"Post Office ActJ""

"

a(+4%"!/480%"/%*.,+%+"`%;'00%G"!,+%/&2,G".,+"5%,,'&"',"6(&#2+8"12/"-&86$'.#/'6"/%-2/#".,+"

&26'.0"',3('/8J"9$'&G".02,4"H'#$"62*-(0&2/8"$.'/6(#&"1/2*"."[.'0")./)%/G")/2(4$#"*.,8"$%&'#.#',4"

0')%/.0&"#2"#$%"&'+%"21"#$%"+%1%,+.,#&J"!#"&%,#%,6',4G"#$%"#$/%%"/%*.',%+"+%1'.,#".,+"(,/%-%,#.,#J"

!/480%"$.,+%+"`%;'00%"Bm"*2,#$&"',"-/'&2,".,+"/%62**%,+%+"$'*"12/"+%-2/#.#'2,J"!,+%/&2,"

/%6%';%+"BD"*2,#$&".,+"5%,,'&",',%J"j_"7()0'6.#'2,&"H.&"1',%+"tBGEEEJ"9$%"$./&$"&%,#%,6',4"

4./,%/%+"62,&'+%/.)0%"-()0'6"&8*-.#$8J103"!1#%/"#$%"#/'.0G"#$%"+%).#%"2,"OzG"2)&6%,'#8G"1/%%+2*"

21"&-%%6$".,+"6%,&2/&$'-"62,#',(%+"',"#$%",.#'2,.0"*%+'.J"M2/.0'&#&G"',60(+',4"M./8"

Z$'#%$2(&%G"40%%1(008"6%0%)/.#%+"#$%"/%&(0#G".&"+'+"*(6$"21"#$%"/'4$#OH',4"-/%&&J "9$%"Guardian"

12002H%+"#$%"&.*%"0',%".&"*(6$"21"#$%"/%&#"21"#$%"0')%/.0"-/%&&"',"#/';'.0'&',4"2)&6%,'#8".&"V."/'#(.0"

4%&#(/%".4.',&#"#$%"6(0#(/%",2/*X"#$.#"V$./+08"#$/%.#%,&"#$%"1.)/'6"21"#$%",.#'2,X"H$'0&#"

6/'#'6'&',4"#$%";%/+'6#".,+"&%,#%,6%&".&"V&H.*-8"4/2(,+"12/"0')%/.0"&26'%#8JX104"9$%"H/'#%/"7%#%/"

Y(6I*.,"H%,#"1(/#$%/"',"#$%"&26'.0'&#"*.4._',%"Tribune"#2"./4(%"#$.#")2#$"Oz"., +"#$%"

-/2&%6(#'2,"21"Little Red Schoolbook,"',"62*)',.#'2,"H'#$",%H"-20'6%"-2H%/&"-/2*'&%+"(,+%/"#$%"

Misuse of Drugs Act".,+" Immigration Act,".++%+"(-"#2"V."*2;%*%,#"21"/%-/%&&'2,"#$.#"H%"6.,".00"

+'&6(&&")(#"&%%*"-2H%/0%&&"#2"&#2-JX105"j,%"62**%,#.#2/ "',"#$%"Spectator".4/%%+"H'#$"L%211/%8"

c2)%/#&2,"#$.#".,"2(#+.#%+".,+"./6$.'6"0.H"$.+")%%,"',;2I%+G"(0#'*.#%08G"#2"[(&#'18"#$%".6#';'#'%&"

21"."/'4$#%2(&"-20'6%"12/6%J106"9$%"Times"/%-2/#%+"#$%8"/%6%';%+"2;%/"iEE"0%##%/&"1/2*"#$%"-()0'6"

2,"#$%"Oz"#/'.0".,+"#$.#"2-','2,"$.+")%%,"/2(4$08"%3(.008"&-0'#J107""

"

`%;'00%G"!,+%/&2,G".,+"5%,,'&"H%/%"4/.,#%+").'0"2,".--%.0"2,"#$%"62,+'#'2,"#$%8"+'+",2#"H2/I"

12/"#$%"*.4._',%J"9$%".--%.0"H.&"$%./+"#$/%%"*2,#$&"0.#%/"',"`2;%*)%/"BSTBJ"M2/#'*%/".,+"

c2)%/#&2,"0'&#%+"."&#/',4"21"%//2/&"*.+%")8"!/480%"',"$'&"&(**',4"(-".,+"',"$'&"/%&-2,&%&"#2"[(/8"

3(%/'%&J"<'4,'1'6.,#08G"!/480%"4.;%"#$%"'*-/%&&'2,"V2)&6%,%X"*'4$#"*%.,"&'*-08"&$26I".,+"

+'&4(&#J"b2/+"Z'+4%/8".#"#$%".--%.0"/(0%+"#$.#"12/"#$%"-(/-2&%&"21"#$%"j7!G"2)&6%,%"*%.,#"2,08"

V."#%,+%,68"#2"+%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#JX108"=(/#$%/*2/%G"+(/',4"#$%"#/'.0"&%;%/.0"%Q-%/#"H'#,%&&%&"

!
!("  Ibid. 
!(#  Even in the (-)8.'Z-)8, 6 August 1971, 6; 50,&-.'2)M41, 8 August 1971, 8; Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+y, 155. 
!($  K0-%&)-,, 6 August 1971, 10.!
!(% 2%)Q0,4, 6 August 1971, 35.!
!(+  5Y4*+-+$% 31 July 1971, 196-7.!
!(&  Green, (-.1'),'+34'P)#4, 395. !
!('  Jonathon Green and Nicholas J. Karolides (revisor), W,*.*8$Y-4&)-'$#'74,1$%13)Y (New York, 1999), 416. 
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$.+"4';%,"#$%"62(/#"#$%'/";'%H&"2,"H$%#$%/"Oz"DU"H.&"0'I%08"#2"+%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#J"9$'&"&$2(0+"

,2#"$.;%")%%,"-%/*'##%+J"F#"$.+")%%,"+%6'+%+"+(/',4"#$%"Last Exit to Brooklyn"6.&%"#$.#"%Q-%/#"

%;'+%,6%"62(0+",2#")%".+*'##%+"2,"#$'&"3(%&#'2,k"'#"H.&"2,%"12/"#$%"[(/8".02,%".,+"#$%"

-()0'6.#'2,"H.&"#$%"2,08"%;'+%,6%"21"2)&6%,'#8J109"RQ-%/#&"H%/%"2,08".002H%+"#2"&-%.I"#2"#$%"

-()0'6"422+"+%1%,6%".,+"#$%"/%+%%*',4"3(.0'#'%&"21"."-()0'6.#'2,J"9$%"d2(/#"21"!--%.0"3(.&$%+"

#$%";%/+'6#&"(,+%/"#$%"j7!".,+"&(&-%,+%+"#$%"&%,#%,6%&"12/"62,;'6#'2,&"(,+%/"#$%"Post Office 

ActJ"F#"6.,6%00%+"#$%"/%62**%,+.#'2,"#$.#"`%;'00%")%"+%-2/#%+J110"

"

Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"#$%"/%0'4'2(&"4/2(-&"&$%"H.&".&&26'.#%+"H'#$"H%/%",2#"-0%.&%+"H'#$"#$%"

2;%/#(/,',4"21"#$%";%/+'6#"2,"#%6$,'6.0"4/2(,+&G")(#"#$%8"-%/6%';%+"#$%"[(/8K&"2/'4',.0"+%6'&'2,".&"

."-';2#O-2',#"'," -()0'6".##'#(+%&J111"l%#"'#"'&",2#"60%./"#$'&"H.&"/%.008"#$%"6.&%J"d%/#.',08G".&"',"Oh! 

CalcuttafG"#$%"62,#%,#&"21"Oz"DU"H%/%"-/2;26.#';%J"l%#G".&'+%"1/2*"#$%"Daily Mail".,+" Daily 

TelegraphG"#$%"2;%/H$%0*',4"-()0'6".,+"*%+'."/%&-2,&%"H.&",2#"2,%"21"2(#/.4%".#"#$%"%+'#2/&")(#"

21"+'&)%0'%1".#"$2H"*(6$"21"."1./6%"#$%"-/26%%+',4&"H%/%@"#$%"-./.+%"21"H'#,%&&%&G"#$%")'_.//%"

#.,4%,#&"21"./4(*%,#&G"#$%"[(+4%K&"%//2/&G"#$%"$.'/6(#&G".,+"#$%"+'&-/2-2/#'2,.#%"&%,#%,6',4J"

?2*%"&%6/%#./8"c%4',.0+"M.(+0',4"H.&"&%,&'#';%"#2"-()0'6"2-','2,G".,+"$%".&I%+"#$%"577".,+"

#$%"62**'&&'2,%/"21"#$%"M%#/2-20'#.,"720'6%G"<'/"a2$,"Z.0+/2,G"#2"%Q-0.',"H$8".,"%Q.*-0%"$.+"

)%%,"*.+%"21"Oz"H$'0&#"$./+62/%"-2/,24/.-$%/&"H%/%"4%##',4"2,"H'#$")(&',%&&".&"(&(.0"',"

<2$2J112"M.(+0',4"/%&-2,+%+"#$%"-20'6%"+'+",2#"4%#"*(6$"$%0-"1/2*"#$%"577".,+"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&"

."H'+%&-/%.+".##'#(+%"',"#$%"-20'6%"#$.#"'1"#$%"577"H%/%",2#"#.I',4".6#'2,".4.',&#"#$',4&"0'I%"Oh! 

Calcutta! '#"H2(0+",2#")%"62,&'&#%,#"#2"42".1#%/"<2$2J113"L%2/4%"=%,H'6IG"$%.+"21"#$%"5'/#8"<3(.+G"

H.&"2/+%/%+"#2"*.I%"."/%-2/#"',"H$'6$"$%"%6$2%+"#$%"+'&#',6#'2,"*.+%")8"=/%+%/'6I"b(11@"-2/,"

H.&"-2/,k"Oz"H.&"&();%/&';%".,+"#$/%.#%,%+"#$%"&26'.0"2/+%/J114"9$%/%"H.&G"21"62(/&%G".0&2"#$%"

*.##%/"21"#$%"5'/#8"<3(.+K&"1',.,6'.0"&#.I%"',"<2$2"-2/,24/.-$8"N=%,H'6I"$'*&%01"H.&"',;20;%+"

.,+"H.&"0.#%/"$.,+%+"&()&#.,#'.0"-/'&2,"#'*%".1#%/"#$%"Sunday People"%Q-2&%+"#$%"<3(.+PJ115"

"

9$%"Oz"62,#/2;%/&8"/%10%6#%+"."H'+%/"+'&2/'%,#.#'2,"H'#$"#$%"$%'4$#%,%+"%Q-%/'%,6%"21"&26'.0".,+"

6(0#(/.0"6$.,4%"2;%/"#$%"-/%;'2(&"+%6.+%J"?'00'./+"$.&"/'4$#08"./4(%+"#$.#"#$%"Oz"#/'.0"/.,".&"."

V62(/#/22*"&%*',./X"',"H$'6$"#%.6$%/&".,+"&26'.0"H2/I%/&"&-2I%"#2"62,#%*-2/./8"&6$220"0'1%G"

!
!(,  K0-%&)-,, 1 August 1968. !
!!(  NA: J, 82/1932, Regina v. Neville, Anderson, Dennis, and Oz Publications Ink Limited, Court of Appeal, Criminal Division 
(Lord Chief Justice Widgery, Mrs Justice James, and Mr Justice Bridge), “Judgement,” 5 November 1971. 
!!!  2)M41, 6 November 1971, 1-2. !
!!"  NA: HO, 302/49, Sir Philip Allen to Waldron, 6 August 1971. !
!!#  Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+.< 158.!
!!$  Ibid.; HO, 302/49. 
115 50,&-.'V4$Y84, 27 February 1972. 
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.,+"-&86$2024'&#&G"-$'02&2-$%/&".,+"0%4.0"#$%2/'&#&"H%/%")/2(4$#"',"#2"#.0I".)2(#"'&&(%&"21"

1/%%+2*G"0')%/.0'&*G"/%&-2,&')'0'#8G".,+"*2/.0'#8J116"l%#"#$%"2(#62*%"H.&"',62,60(&';%"12/"0')%/.0&G"

/.+'6.0&G".,+"*2/.0'&#&".0'I%J"!4.',G"#$'&"H.&")%6.(&%"#$%/%"H.&",2"H.8"12/"#$%/%"#2"$.;%")%%,"."

4%,(',%08"62,60(&';%"2(#62*%J"!&"#$%"b.)2(/"M7"9$2*.&"Z'00'.*&G"$'*&%01".").//'&#%/G"-(#"'#"',"

TribuneG"V#$2(&.,+&"21"H2/+&X"$.+")%%,"&-2I%,".,+"*.,8"+.8&"&-%,#"',"62(/#G"V.00"',"#$%"-(/&('#"

21"H$.#"&2*%"+.8"%;%/82,%"H'00"/%624,'&%".&"."I',+"21"*%+'.%;.0"#$%2024'6.0"./4(*%,#G"."&%./6$"

12/"#$%"(,I,2H.)0%JX"<2*%+.8G"$%"-/%+'6#%+G"V&26'%#8"H'00"0.(4$G"#22G".#"#$%"'+%."21"0.H8%/&"

&20%*,08"*%%#',4"#24%#$%/"#2"0.8"+2H,"&#.,+./+&"21"./#'&#'6"#.&#%J"9$.#"'&"H$8"#$%"j_"#/'.0"H.&"

0(+'6/2(&JX117""

"

5%&-'#%"#$%"2/'4',.0"4('0#8";%/+'6#G"H$'6$"*.8"$.;%"$.+".&"*(6$"#2"+2"H'#$"#$%"[(+4%K&"

*'&+'/%6#'2,"#$.,".,8#$',4"%0&%G"#$%/%"H.&"+%6/%.&',4"-()0'6".--%#'#%"12/"-/2&%6(#',4"-()0'6.#'2,&"

0'I%"OzG"%&-%6'.008"H$%,"#$%/%"H.&".,"',6/%.&',408";'&')0%"$./+62/%"*./I%#"',"R,40.,+J"Z$%,"

Y022*"7()0'6.#'2,&"H%,#"#2"62(/#"#$/%%"8%./&"0.#%/"6$./4%+"H'#$"2)&6%,'#8"12/"#$%'/"(,+%/4/2(,+"

62*'6")22I" Nasty Tales",2J"BG"H$'6$"',60(+%+"."1(00O-.4%"c2)%/#"d/(*)"'00(&#/.#'2,"%,#'#0%+"

VL/.,+"2-%,',4"21"#$%"4/%.#"',#%/,.#'2,.0"1(6IO',".,+"2/48"/'2#X".,+"-/2*'&%+"2,"'#&"1/2,#"-.4%"

#$%"62*'6"H2(0+")%"V-.6I%+"#2"#$%")/'*X"H'#$"&%QG"+/(4&G".,+";'20%,6%G"#$%"#/'.0".4.',"6%,#/%+"2,"

H$.#"H.&"+%&6/')%+".&"V#$%"0'1%&#80%"21"#$%"$'--8"4%,%/.#'2,JX118"9$'&"#'*%G"#$%"[(/8"/%.+"#$%"

62*'6".,+".63('##%+"#$%"+%1%,+.,#&J"j,%"[(/2/"#20+"#$%"*%+'.".1#%/H./+&"#$%8"#$2(4$#"#$%"H$20%"

#$',4G"',60(+',4"#$%"62(/#K&"VR+H./+'.,"*2/.0&GX"62*-0%#%08"/'+'6(02(&J119""

"

The Little Red Schoolbook 

"

!#".0*2&#"#$%"%Q.6#"&.*%"#'*%"#$%"Oz"#/'.0"H.&"#.I',4"-0.6%G"M2/#'*%/"$.+")%%,"+%1%,+',4"

.,2#$%/"-()0'6.#'2,"H$'6$"H.&"6$.*-'2,',4"#$%"&.*%"I',+"21",%H"0')%/#./'.,'&*"#$.#"#$%"

(,+%/4/2(,+"-/%&&"H.&".+;26.#',4"12/J"The Little Red Schoolbook"NLRSBP"$.+")%%,"H/'##%,")8"#H2"

5.,'&$"&6$220#%.6$%/&")%12/%")%',4"#/.,&0.#%+".,+".+.-#%+"12/"-()0'6.#'2,"',"Y/'#.',J 120"9$%"

!
!!+  Ibid., 139!
117 Though I am confident this passage is quoted accurately, I must admit to losing the reference on a corrupted hard drive and I 
am now unable to relocate the original.  
!!'  2)M41, 26 January 1973, 2.!
!!,  Ibid. Outrageously, Judge King-Hamilton did not award costs, arguing that if a company “publishes for gain material of this 
kind” it could “hardly be surprised…if it is prosecuted for publishing material which tends to corrupt or deprave.” This was 
clearly an injustice; it had just been proven the publishers had ,$+ published anything that would tend to corrupt or deprave: 
50,&-.'2)M41, 4 February 1973, 12. 
!"(  For a good account, see: David Limond, “The UK edition of T34'P)++84'94&'5*3$$8Q$$S: a paper tiger reflects,” 54"'W&0*-+)$, 12 
(2012), 523-534. A comparative transnational analysis of the book and its impact can be found in S Heywood H Strandgaard 
Jensen, “Exporting the Nordic Children’s ‘68: The global publishing scandal of 234'P)++84'94&'5*3$$8Q$$S,”'O$0%,-8'$#'73)8&%4,c1'
P)+4%-+0%4'9414-%*3 41 (2018), 1-23.!
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)22IK&".'*"H.&"#2"%,62(/.4%"6$'0+/%,"#2"3(%&#'2,".(#$2/'#8G"&26'%#.0",2/*&G".,+"#/.+'#'2,.0"

$'%/./6$'%&G"211%/',4"-/.6#'6.0"4('+.,6%"2,"%Q.6#08"$2H"#2"+2"#$'&J"!*2,4&#"2#$%/"#$',4&G"'#"

.+;'&%+"-(-'0&"#2"/%.+"62*'6&G"#$/'00%/&G"2/"-2/,24/.-$'6"*.4._',%&"(,+%/"#$%'/"+%&I"'1"#$%'/"

#%.6$%/&"H%/%")%',4")2/',4J"F#".0&2"-/2;'+%+"',&#/(6#'2,&"2,"$2H"#2"2-#O2(#"21"/%0'4'2(&"

%+(6.#'2,J"j1"'#&"DEU"-.4%&G"DE"H%/%"+%;2#%+"#2"&%Q"%+(6.#'2,".,+"AE"#2"%,0'4$#%,',4"6$'0+/%,"

.)2(#"+/(4&"N',60(+',4".062$20".,+"#2).662PJ"F,"Y/'#.',"#$%")22I"H.&"-()0'&$%+")8"c'6$./+"

?.,+8&'+%"21"<#.4%"j,%J"!"/.+'6.0"-()0'&$%/G"?.,+8&'+%"62(,#%+"='+%0"d.&#/2".,+"d$%"L(%;./."

',"$'&"-()0'6.#'2,"0'&#',4&G".,+"$%"62,&'+%/%+"LRSB"."-20'#'6.0")22I"H'#$".,"'*-2/#.,#"*%&&.4%J121"

9$%")22I"62&#"AE-"2,"/%0%.&%"N.)2(#"BE-"0%&&"#$.,"."-2-"/%62/+P".,+")8 "BSTB"'#"$.+"&20+"mEGEEE"

62-'%&J122"

"

<'4,'1'6.,#08G"0'I%"Oz"*.4._',%"LRSB"62*)',%+"&%QG"+/(4&G".,+"0%1#OH',4"-20'#'6&"',#2"."

62*)(&#')0%"*'QJ"9$'&"*.+%"'#"*2/%"&(&6%-#')0%"#$.,"2#$%/"*.#%/'.0"#2"60.'*&")8"-%2-0%"0'I%"

Z$'#%$2(&%"#$.#"V#$%"62**(,'&#&X"H%/%")%$',+"'#J123"=2/"Z$'#%$2(&%G"LRSB"H.&"V)%82,+"#$%"

-.0%"21".66%-#.)'0'#8".,+"."#$/%.#"#2"#$%"%&#.)0'&$%+"&26'2O&%Q(.0"2/+%/JX124"<$%"62,&'+%/%+"'#"."

V/%;20(#'2,./8"-/'*%/X"#$.#".+;26.#%+"."V;.0(%O1/%%"&26'%#8X"12/"#$%"82(,4%/"4%,%/.#'2,&J125"

L%/.0+"`.).//2"&'*'0./08"+%&6/')%+"'#".&"V+'&4/.6%1(0".,+"'**2/.0X".,+ "$%"*2)'0'&%+"2--2&'#'2,"

.*2,4&#"#$2&%"92/8"M7&"H$2"$.+"&(--2/#%+"$'&"d2**2,&"*2#'2,"6.00',4"12/"0%4'&0.#';%"

*%.&(/%&".4.',&#"2)&6%,'#8".,+"-%/*'&&';%,%&&J126"b2('&%"R'6I$211G"."6$'0+"-&86$'.#/'&#"H'#$"

&#/2,4"*2/.0";'%H&"H$2"H.&"&2*%#'*%&"62,&(0#%+")8"#$%"577G"&%,#"."0%##%/"#2"#$%"Daily Telegraph"

./4(',4"#$.#")%6.(&%"#$%")22I"-/2;'+%+"&%Q".+;'6%G"-./%,#&"H%/%")%',4"V+%,'%+"#$%'/"-/'*%"/'4$#"

21"-/2#%6#',4"#$%'/"211&-/',4G"#$%"%Q#%,&'2,"21"#$%'/"2H,"0'1%G"1/2*"-2&&')0%"$./*JX127"R'6I$211"

.&&%/#%+"#$%/%"H%/%"%&#.)0'&$%+"0',I&")%#H%%,"&%Q(.0"%+(6.#'2,".,+"#$%"62//(-#'2,"21"82(,4"

-%2-0%".,+"#$2(4$#"#$.#"&22,"-./%,#&"*.8"V$.;%"#2"1.6%"#$%'/"6$'0+/%,")%',4"6./#%+"',"&6$220"

)(&&%&"#2"&6./'18',4"+/(4"%Q$')'#'2,&p)%',4"4';%,"."+/(4"%Q-%/'*%, #.008p)%',4"&$2H,"',"

-/'*./8"&6$220"$2H"#2"*.,'-(0.#%"."&8/',4%"12/"+/(4&JX128"d';'0"&%/;.,#&"',"#$%"R+(6.#'2,"

5%-./#*%,#"H%/%"*2/%"*%.&(/%+G",2#',4"#$.#"R'6I$211"$.+"V/%.008"%Q6%00%+"$%/&%01"#$'&"#'*%X"

.,+"#$.#"2#$%/"62*-0.',#&"H%/%"-/2).)08"2;%/)02H,J129"N9$%"R+(6.#'2,"5%-./#*%,#"H%/%"

',;2 0;%+")%6.(&%"#$%"LRSB"62,#/2;%/&8"#22I"-0.6%"',"#$%"62,#%Q#"21"."H'+%/"+%).#%"./2(,+"&%Q"

!
!"!  Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 148 
!""  Sutherland,'94-&),T'+34'(4*-&41, 52.!
!"#  Limond, “UK edition of T34'P)++84'94&'5*3$$8Q$$S,” 526.!
!"$  Ibid.!
!"% 7$88),1<'V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+.<  135.!
!"+  NA: MEPO, 26/349, “Banning of The Little Red School Book.” 
!"&  Ibid. 
!"'  NA: ED, 207/186, Internal notes relating to the banning of ‘The Little Red Schoolbook’.!
!",  Ibid.!
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%+(6.#'2,".,+"#$%"-./%,#.0"-/%/24.#';%"#2"/%*2;%"#$%'/"6$'0+/%,"1/2*"&%Q"%+(6.#'2,"0%&&2,&"',"

&6$220&PJ"9$%"5%-./#*%,#K&"*','&#%/G"M./4./%#"9$.#6$%/G"$.+".0&2")%%,"&%,#".",(*)%/"21"

62*-0.',#&"1/2*"62,&#'#(%,#&"H$2"$.+"/%.+"."/%-2/#"2,"#$%")22I"',"#$%"TelegraphPJ130"

"

j,"DU"M./6$"BSTBG"#$%"6(//%,#".11.'/&"-/24/.**%"The World This Weekend".'/%+"."0(,6$#'*%"

)/2.+6.&#"',"H$'6$"'#"6200%6#%+";2Q"-2-"/%.6#'2,&"#2"LRSBJ131"<2*%"*%*)%/&"21"#$%"-()0'6"H$2"

H%/%"',#%/;'%H%+"#$2(4$#"#$%".(#$2/&".,+"-()0'&$%/&"H%/%"%,4.4%+"',"V)(&8)2+8',4X".,+"

V*%++0',4GX"2/"+'&#(/)',4"#$%"/%0.#'2,&$'-")%#H%%,"6$'0+/%,".,+".+(0#&J"j#$%/&G"',60(+',4"2,%"

&6$2204'/0G"#$2(4$#"#$.#"'#"H.&"V[(&#"&#(11"#$.#"$.&")%%,"&.'+")%12/%"',".00"+'11%/%,#"-0.6%&X".,+"

H$%,"6200%6#%+"#24%#$%/"',#2"2,%"#%Q#"'#"*'4$#"&%%*"&$26I',4G")(#"'#"H.&"6%/#.',08",2#"&$26I',4"

#2"$%/J132"!,2#$%/"#%%,.4%"4'/0"&(44%&#%+"#$.#"',"#$%")22IK&"6$.-#%/"2,"&%Q"#$%".(#$2/&"$.+"

V)%62*%"."0'##0%"#22"620023('.0G"-%/$.-&JX"R;%"c2&&G"12/*%/"-/%&&"211'6%/".#"#$%"<6$220&"!6#'2,"

:,'2,"#$2(4$#"#$%")22I"H.&"42',4"."02,4"H.8"#2"V62(,#%/.6#"#$%"%;'0"',10(%,6%&"H$'6$"./%".#"

H2/I"2,"#$%"6$'0+"1/2*".";%/8"%./08".4%G"#$%"',10(%,6%&"H$'6$"&26'%#8"-(#&"2,"#$%"6$'0+"',"#$%"

12/*"21"#.)22&".,+"',$')'#'2,&JX133"

"

F,"#$%"%;%,#G"Z$'#%$2(&%"$%/&%01"/%1%//%+"#$%")22I"#2"#$%"577G"60.'*',4"'#"$.+".0/%.+8"6.(&%+"

V',6.06(0.)0%"+.*.4%X"#2"6$'0+/%,"',"5%,*./IJ 134""9$%"211'6%&"21"<#.4%"j,%"H%/%"/.'+%+"2,"AB"

M./6$"BSTB".,+"BGEEE"62-'%&"21"LRSB"H%/%"&%'_%+")8"-20'6%J"9$%"-20'6%G"#$%"Evening Standard"

/%-2/#%+"#$%"12002H',4"+.8G"$.+"62*%"(,+%/"&'4,'1'6.,#"-/%&&(/%"#2".6#"%;%,"H'#$"."&*.00",(*)%/"

21"62*-0.',#&J135"̀ .).//2"$.+"6%/#.',08"%Q%/#%+"&'4,'1'6.,#"-/%&&(/%"2,"#$%"5%-./#*%,#J136"

?.,+8&'+%G"$2H%;%/G"+'+",2#"2-#"12/"."#/'.0")8"[(/8G".--./%,#08")%6.(&%"21"62,6%/,".)2(#"62&#&J137"

F,&#%.+G"."*.4'&#/.#%"62,;'6#%+"?.,+8&'+%".#"."&(**./8"#/'.0".,+"1',%+"$'*"tmE"NH'#$"."#2#.0"02&&"

.1#%/"0%4.0"1%%&".,+"&%'_%+"&#26I"21"./2(,+"tmGEEEPJ138"Z'#$"#$%"1/%%"-()0'6'#8G"$2H%;%/G"',"

`2;%*)%/"BSTB"?.,+8&'+%")/2(4$#"2(#".,"(,%Q-(/4.#%+"%+'#'2,"21"LRSB"N#$%"*.4'&#/.#%K&"

+%&#/(6#'2,"2/+%/".--0'%+"2,08"#2"#$.#"[(/'&+'6#'2,P".,+"'#"-/2*-#08"&20+"BEEGEEE"62-'%&J139"

?.,+8&'+%"H2(0+".0&2"42"#2"#$%"R(/2-%.,"d2(/#"21"?(*.,"c'4$#&"NRd?cPG"./4(',4"#$%"j7!"

',1/',4%+"$'&"/'4$#"#2"1/%%+2*"21"%Q-/%&&'2,G")(#"#$%"Rd?c"/(0%+"#$%"j7!"1%00"H'#$',"#$%"

!
!#(  Ibid., letters from constituents. 
!#!  MEPO, 26/349, Tellex Report from 234'R$%8&'23)1'R44S4,&. 
!#"  Ibid.!
!## Ibid.!
!#$ (-)8.' 2484T%-Y3, 29 March 1971, 17.!
!#%'W:4,),T'5+-,&-%&, 1 April 1971.!
!#+ MEPO, 26/349, letters from Gerald Nabarro.  
!#& Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 148 
!#'  Ibid. 
!#,  Sutherland,'94-&),T'+34'(4*-&41, 53. !
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6(0#(/.0"0'*'#&"-%/*'##%+"#2"*%*)%/"&#.#%&"(,+%/"!/#'60%"BE"21"#$%"R(/2-%.,"d2,;%,#'2,J"9$'&"

H.&"."0.,+*./I"+%6'&'2,"#$.#G".&"&6$20./&"<2-$'%"?%8H22+".,+"?%00%"<#/.,+4../+"a%,&%,"-(#"'#G"

V&%#"."-/%6%+%,#"#$.#"$.&")%%,"(&%+"*.,8"#'*%&"&',6%"',"1/%%+2*"21"&-%%6$"6.&%&"+%.0',4"H'#$"

-/2#%6#'2,"21"*2/.0&"2/"/%0'4'2(&"&%,&')'0'#8JX140"

"

9$%"6.&%&".4.',&#"Oz".,+" LRSB"%,&(/%+"#$%"&-/',4".,+"&(**%/"21"BSTB"H'#,%&&%+".,"

',#%,&'18',4"-()0'6"+%).#%"2,"6%,&2/&$'-G"*2/.0'#8G".,+"#$%"0'*'#&"21"1/%%+2*J"5%&-'#%"&(66%&&%&"

12/"*2/.0'&#&"',"#$%"','#'.0"#/'.0&".4.',&#"Oz".,+" LRSBG")2#$"62,#',(%+"#2"&%00".,+"#$%/%"H%/%",2"

&'4,&"#$.#"#$'&"I',+"21"*.#%/'.0"H.&"42',4".,8H$%/%"1.&#J"!++'#'2,.008G"+%&-'#%"#$%"126(&"2,"#$%"

:,+%/4/2(,+G"#$%"-2/,24/.-$8"',+(&#/8"H.&"&#'00"102(/'&$',4J"F,"#$.#"8%./G"#$%/%"H%/%"2;%/"."

$(,+/%+"&%Q"&$2-&"#$%":eG"#$'/#8"21"H$'6$"H%/%"',"<2$2G"#(/,',4"2;%/"tA"*'00'2,"."8%./J141"9$%"

,%H&.4%,#"6$.',"a2$,"M%,_'%&".0&2".4/%%+"#2"&#26I"7.(0"c.8*2,+K&"Men Only"',"BSTB".,+G"',"

.++'#'2,G"#2"+'&#/')(#%"'#"#2"./2(,+"DEGEEE"',+%-%,+%,#",%H&.4%,#&J"9$'&"&H%-#"&21#62/%"

-2/,24/.-$8"1(/#$%/"',#2"#$%"R,40'&$"6(0#(/.0"*.',&#/%.*J142"F,"#$'&"62,#%Q#G"#$%"*2/.0"/%.6#'2,"

H$'6$"$.+")%%,"4.#$%/',4"*2*%,#(*"&',6%"Oh! Calcutta!"/%.6$%+"&2*%#$',4"21"."$'4$"-2',#J"

c2,.0+"Y(##"H/2#%"',"$'&"620(*,"',"#$%"TimesG"12/"',&#.,6%G"#$.#"R,40.,+"H.&".#")/%.I',4"-2',#@"

V#$%"*.[2/'#8"H$2"H'&$"#2"0%.+"+%6%,#"0';%&p.,+"H$2"./%".#"#$%"*2*%,#")%',4"12/6%+".#"%;%/8"

#(/,"#2"62H%/")%12/%".&&(*-#'2,&"H$'6$"#$%8"/%[%6#JX143"F,"/%&-2,&%G".",%H"*2;%*%,#"#2"

62(,#%/.6#"#$%&%"62//2&';%"#%,+%,6'%&"H.&"6/%.#%+"',"#$%"12/*"21"#$%"`.#'2,H'+%"=%&#';.0"21"

b'4$#"N`=2bPJ"

7%$"%=$6CB5M*\/>)=)%'1*\/1C%"1/1M*6"&*#B/*!"#$%"&'()*+"&,(],FG- *̂

!
9$%"`=2b")%4.,".1#%/"7%#%/"?'00G".,"!(&#/.0'.,"*'&&'2,./8"',"F,+'."H$2"$.+".&I%+"d$/'&#"#2"#.I%"

V1(00"62,#/20X"21"$'&"0'1%G".//';%+"',"Y/'#.',"',"`2;%*)%/"BSTE"#2"1',+".")%%/".+;%/#'&%*%,#"',"

52;%/"1%//8"#%/*',.0"&$2H',4"."&6.,#'08"60.+"H2*.,J144"d2,#%*-0.#',4"$2H"&26'%#8"&%%*%+"#2"

$.;%"6$.,4%+"&',6%"$%"H.&"0.&#"',"Y/'#.',G"?'00")%4.,"+.'08"-/.8%/&".,+"2,"#$%"#$'/+"+.8".";'&'2,"

.--%./%+")%12/%"$'*"',"H$'6$"#%,&"21"#$2(&.,+&"21"-%2-0%"*./6$%+"2,"6%,#/.0"b2,+2,".&"."

VH'#,%&&"12/"a%&(&"d$/'&#".,+"02;%".,+"#/(#$".,+"1.*'08"0'1%JX145"!662/+',4"#2"?'00G"L2+"

62,1'/*%+"#$'&";'&'2,"#$/%%"*2/%"#'*%&")%12/%"?'00"#/.;%00%+"R,40.,+";'&'#',4"R/'6"?(#6$',4&G"

$2&#"21"#$%"/.+'2"&$2H"The Hour of RevivalG"#$%"/%6#2/"21"<-'#.01'%0+&"R++'%"<#/'+%G"M./8"

!
!$(  Heywood and Jensen, “Nordic Children’s ‘68,” 16. !
!$!  Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4< 22-4.!
!$"  Upton, “Electric Blues,” 29.!
!$# 2)M41, 23 July 1970, 8.!
!$$ 50,&-.'2)M41, 3 October 1971, 2. 
!$% Ibid., 2.!
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Z$'#%$2(&%G".,+"M.062*"M(44%/'+4%JX"F#"H.&G".--./%,#08G"M(44%/'+4%"H$2"6.*%"(-"H'#$"#$%"

,.*%"12/"`=2b".,+"$%")%6.*%"."I%8"2/4.,'&%/"12/"#$%"*2;%*%,#J"<2"#22"+'+"b2/+"b2,412/+G"

H$2"H.&"-(#"',#2"62,#.6#"H'#$"?'00")8"M(44%/'+4%G".,+"H$2"*./&$.00%+"6%0%)/'#'%&".,+"6$(/6$"

-%2-0%"#2"6/(&.+%".4.',&#"-2/,24/.-$8G"*2&#",2#.)08"d0'11"c'6$./+J146"5(/',4"#$%&%"#/.;%0&G"'#"H.&"

/%',12/6%+"#2"?'00"#$.#"#$%"&%Q(.008"%Q-0'6'#"$.+"',+%%+")%62*%".&"62**2,-0.6%"',"R,40.,+".&"$%"

$.+"1%./%+J"

"

?'00K&"'+%."H.&"#2"$20+"/.00'%&G"+'&#/')(#%"0'#%/.#(/%G".,+"%+(6.#%"#$%"-()0'6"#2"*2)'0'&%"#$%*"

.4.',&#"-2/,24/.-$8J"9$%"`=2bK&"-(/-2&%"H2(0+")%"V#2"%+(6.#%"&26'%#8"2,"#$%"%Q#%,#"21"*2/.0"

-200(#'2,".,+"#2"#/.,&0.#%"',#2".6#'2,"#$%"H'+%&-/%.+"62,6%/,"21"d$/'&#'.,&".,+"21"-%2-0%".,Q'2(&"

#2"%&#.)0'&$"."*2/.008"/%&-2,&')0%"&26'%#8G".,+"#2"-/%&%,#"#$%"d$/'&#'.,".,&H%/"21",%H"0'1%"',"a%&(&"

d$/'&#JX147"9$%'/"I%8"*%&&.4%"H.&"#$.#"#$%"0')%/.0'&.#'2,".,+"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"21"/%6%,#"8%./&"$.+"

)%%,"12'&#%+")8"."*',2/'#8"2,#2"."*.[2/'#8"21"#$%"-2-(0.#'2,"H$2"/%#.',%+"d$/'&#'.,")%0'%1&".,+"

&%,&')'0'#'%&J"?2H%;%/G".&"a2,.#$2,"L/%%,"$.&",2#%+G"62**%,#&"1/2*"#$%"`=2b"',.(4(/.0"

*%%#',4"/%;%.0%+"V$2H"%.&'08"#$%"-2/#/.8.0"21"Y/'#.',"&$'1#%+"1/2*".",.#'2,"21"422+"d$/'&#'.,&"#2"

.",.#'2,"',",%%+"21"d$/'&#'.,'#8p#$%"62**%,#&"+2",2#"/%;%.0".,8"'+%,#'1'6.#'2,"H'#$"#$%"]4/%.#"

*.[2/'#8K"21"Y/'#2,&k"',&#%.+G"#$%/%"H.&"."&%,&%"21"$.;',4"#2"&$2H"d$/'&#'.,'#8"#2"]2#$%/&JKX148"!,+"

H$'0&#"#$%"2/4.,'&.#'2,"+'+"62,,%6#"#2"-%2-0%"2(#&'+%"21"#$%"%;.,4%0'&#"62**(,'#8G"#$%"

*2;%*%,#"/%*.',%+"%Q-0'6'#08"/%0'4'2(&08O2/'%,#%+".,+",%;%/"&#(6I"&20%08"#2"."-20'#'6.0".4%,+.J"

9$%";.&#"*.[2/'#8"21"&(--2/#%/&"H%/%".0/%.+8"H2/&$'--%/&G"#$%"4/.&&/22#&"21"#$%"*2;%*%,#"

62*',4"1/2*"#$%"*'++0%O60.&&"R;.,4%0'6.0")%0#"21"R,40.,+K&"-/2;',6'.0"6'#'%&J149""

"

`=2b"-(/&(%+"&%;%/.0"&#/.#%4'%&J"F#"-/%&&(/%+"M7&"',#2"&(--2/#',4"#$%'/"-()0'6"-20'68".4%,+.&G"

&(6$".&".*%,+*%,#&"#2"M./4./%#"9$.#6$%/K&"-20'68"21".002H',4"&%Q"%+(6.#'2,"1'0*&"',"&6$220&k"'#"

*.+%"-20'#'6.0"',#%/;%,#'2,&"6.00',4"12/")%##%/"42;%/,*%,#"62,#/20"21")/2.+6.&#',4".,+"6',%*.k"

.,+"'#".##.6I%+"<#%-$%,"M(/-$8G"H$2".&"+'/%6#2/"21"#$%"YY=d")%#H%%,"BSTB".,+"BSTm")%6.*%"."

1.;2(/'#%"#./4%#"21"#$%"`=2bG"-/',6'-.008")%6.(&%"21"#$%"Y2./+K&"6%/#'1'6.#'2,"21"The DevilsG"

.0#$2(4$"#$'&"$.+",2#"/%.008")%%,".,8#$',4"#2"+2"H'#$"M(/-$8"h"'#"$.+")%%,"4/.,#%+"."6%/#'1'6.#%"

)8"M(/-$8K&"-/%+%6%&&2/"a2$,"9/%;%08.,J150"9$%"=%&#';.0".0&2"$%0+"/.00'%&J"9$%'/"1'/&#"*.&&"

*%%#',4"H.&"$%0+"',"9/.1.04./"<3(./%"2,"Dm"<%-#%*)%/"BSTB"H$%/%".,"%&#'*.#%+"AmGEEE"-%2-0%"

!
!$+ (-)8.'Z-)8, 28 September 1971, 6; (-)8.'Z)%%$%<'13 June 1971, 9; 50,&-.'2)M41, 3 October 1971, 2; W*$,$M)1+, 2 October, 1971, 
28. 
!$& Quoted from the Church of England Newspaper in Whipple, “Speaking for Whom,” 333.!
!$'  Green, L88'( %4114&'? Y, 329.!
!$,  Ibid., 330.!
!%( 50,&-.'2)M41, 3 October 1971, 2.!
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4.#$%/%+"#2"#.I%"."&#.,+".4.',&#"*2/.0"+%4/.+.#'2,".,+"-%/*'&&';%,%&&J"j,%"1%&#';.0"-./#'6'-.,#"

H/2#%"#2"#$%"Times #$.#"VH%"#$%"&'0%,#"*.[2/'#8"12/"2,6%"%Q-/%&&%+"',",2"(,6%/#.',"#%/*&"#$%"+%%-"

62,6%/,"H%".00"1%%0".)2(#"#$%"H.8"',"H$'6$"*2/.0"&#.,+./+&"$.;%")%%,"%/2+%+"',"#$%"0.&#"1%H"

8%./&JX151"F,+%%+G"`=2b"+%&6/')%+"#$%'/"/.00'%&".&")%',4"62*-2&%+"21"V2/+',./8"-%2-0%X"&-%.I',4"

12/"#$%"V&'0%,#"*.[2/'#8GX".0#$2(4$".,"./#'60%"',"#$%"British Journal of Sociology"',"a(,%"BSTSG"

/%-2/#',4"#$%"/%&(0#&"21"."&(/;%8"6.//'%+"2(#".#"`=2b "9/.1.04./"<3(./%"/.008"',"BSTWG"12(,+"#$.#"

1/2*"#$%"DGEAE"3(%&#'2,,.'/%&"H$'6$"H%/%"$.,+%+"2(#"#2".##%,+%%&G"#$%"/%&-2,&%&"',+'6.#%+"#$%8"

H%/%"(,'12/*08"/%4(0./"6$(/6$".##%,+%/&".,+ "SWJi"-%/"6%,#"60.'*%+"#2".##%,+"6$(/6$".#"0%.&#"2,6%"

."H%%IJ 152""9$%8"H%/%".0&2"2;%/H$%0*',408"*'++0%"60.&&J153"!)2(#"#H2"#$'/+&".#"#$%"/.008"H%/%"

(,+%/"DmG"82(,4".+(0#&".,+"#%%,.4%/&"N#$%&%"H%/%"I%8"+%*24/.-$'6&"12/"/%;';.0'&*".1#%/"#$%"

<%62,+"Z2/0+"Z./ PJ154""

"

`%;%/#$%0%&&G")8"BSTi"̀ =2b "H.&"."/%4'&#%/%+"6$./'#8"H'#$"."1(00O#'*%"&#.11".,+"2;%/"."$(,+/%+"

/%4'2,.0"622/+',.#2/&J"Z'#$"`\!b!G"'#"6200%6#%+"BGAmEGEEE"&'4,.#(/%&"2,"."-%#'#'2,"12/"-()0'6"

+%6%,68G"&()*'##%+"#2"#$%"7/'*%"M','&#%/"',"BSTAG"#2"&(--2/#"#$%"Cinematograph and Indecent 

Displays Bill"N#$%"0%4'&0.#'2,"%*%/4',4 "1/2*"#$%"<dbK&"/%-2/#PJ155"9$%"2/4.,'&.#'2,"H.&",2#"H'#$2(#"

'#&"2--2,%,#&"$2H%;%/"h")2#$"',&'+%".,+"2(#&'+%"#$%"6$(/6$%&J"Y./)./."< * 2I%/G"7/%&'+%,#"21"#$%"

`.#'2,.0"<%6(0./"<26'%#8G"12/"%Q.*-0%G"H.&"$'4$08"6/'#'6.0"21"#$%"`=2b".,+"&(44%&#%+"'#"H.&".)0%"

#2"4./,%/"&2"*.,8"&'4,.#(/%&"2,"'#&"-%#'#'2,",2#")%6.(&%"'#"&-2I%"12/"#$%"&'0%,#"*.[2/'#8")(#"

)%6.(&%"21"'#&"#.6#'6&@""

"

!52,%&#@?d(XB'C#20&',#'7..%''27+#=%"&F'.*((+.*0+1&%)#4%&%#7&3%1#,(#1%/(,%#,*%0&#*(+01"='#,(#.(++%.,0)3#'03)",7&%'#2&(8#

'*($$%&'#"2,%&#-%0)3#.(".*%1#0)#,*%#2(++(40)3#+0)%#(2#10"+(37%a#_Q+%"'%#'03)#2(&#1%.%).=^B#_R*",#1(#=(7#8%")6#+(/%e#

R*",#'(&,#(2#1%.%).=eB#_R%++6#8")=#(2#7'#"&%#.().%&)%1#"-(7,#,%+%/0'0()FB#_O*6#"++#&03*,#,*%)FB#5)1#,*%&%#0'#")(,*%&#

'03)",7&%6#40,*#)(#,*(73*,#"'#,(#4*",#,%+%/0'0()#$&(3&"88%#,*%#$%,0,0()#"08'#,(#-")6#(&#0,'#0).+7'0()#(2#'%>#%17.",0()#

20+8'#")1#8")=#-((E'#(2#+0,%&"&=#(&#'(.0(+(30."+#/"+7%;<156#

"

!
!%! For Accounts of NFoL, see: Andrew Atherstone, “Christian Family, Christian Nation: Raymond Johnston and the 
Nationwide Festival of Light in Defence of the Family,” 5+0&)41'),'730%*3'I)1+$%. 50 (2014), 456-468; Julian Petley, “Witch-hunt: 
The Word, the Press and the Devils,” O$0%,-8'$#';%)+)13'7),4M-'-,&'2484:)1)$, 12:4 (2015), 515-538. 
!%" R Wallis and R Bland, “Purity in Danger: A Survey of Participants in a Moral-Crusade Rally,” 234';%)+)13'O$0%,-8'$#'5$*)$8$T. 30 
(1979), 188-205. Questionnaires were given to around one in every six people and were equally divided between male and female. 
Three-quarters of the respondents were under the age of 40. Distributors were warned against picking particular kinds of people.!
!%# Ibid. 
!%$ Ibid.!
!%% This Bill cleared second reading but then Edward Heath called an election, the session ended, and the Bill was killed. Roy 
Jenkins did not revive it and private members failed to get it back. An indecent displays law would not become a reality until the 
Thatcher Years. !
!%+ 2%)Q0,4, 8 September 1972, 36.!
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`2,%#$%0%&&G"`=2b"/%*.',%+"."*.[2/"-0.8%/"',"#$%"+%).#%&"2;%/"2)&6%,'#8".,+"6%,&2/&$'-"',"#$%"

BSTE&J"F#"H.&"-./#"21"."62,6%/#%+"*2/.0"/%&-2,&%"',"#$%"1'/&#"-./#"21"#$%"+%6.+%G"[2',',4"

Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"`\!b!G".,+"b2/+"b2,412/+K&"62**'##%%"',;%&#'4.#',4"-2/,24/.-$8"+%&-'#%"

#$.#"1.6#"#$.#"'#"H.&G".&"!*8"Z$'--0%"$.&"&$2H,G"'#"+'+",2#"#/(08"/%-/%&%,#"#$%"6(0#(/.0"&-'/'#"21"

#$%"#'*%&J157"

"

The Longford Report 

 

F,"BSTEG"=/.,6'&"7.I%,$.*G"#$%"&%;%,#$"R./0"21"b2,412/+G"H%,#"#2"&%%"."-0.8".#"#$%"c28.0"d2(/#J"

b2,412/+"H.&"-./#"21"#$%"(--%/"60.&&"#$.#"*2;%+"#2"#$%"-20'#'6.0"0%1#"',"#$%"BSAE&G"$.;',4"

-/%;'2(&08"H2/I%+"12/"#$%"d2,&%/;.#';%&J"!#"#$%"&.*%"#'*%G"$%"62,;%/#%+"#2"d.#$20'6'&*J"

b2,412/+"H.&".,"%66%,#/'6"H$2")%6.*%"I,2H,"12/".+;26.#',4"#$%"/%0%.&%"21"M8/."?',+0%8"',"#$%"

*'+ OBSTE&G".,+"$%"H.&"b.)2(/K&"0%.+%/"',"#$%"b2/+&"(,+%/"Z'0&2,J"?%"$.+".0&2"&(--2/#%+"

Z$'#%$2(&%K&"6.*-.'4,".4.',&#"&%Q"',"#$%"*%+'."+(/',4"#$%"BSWE&J158"5(/',4"#$%"-0.8".#"#$%"c28.0"

d2(/#G"."$(4%"V12(/"0%##%/"H2/+X".--%./%+"2,"."-0.6./+"2,"#$%"&#.4%J"b2,412/+K&"62*-.,8"

',12/*%+"$'*"'#"H.&"2,08"42',4"#2"4%#"H2/&%G".,+"$%"H.0I%+"2(#J159"b2,412/+"H.&"$.--8"#2".+*'#"

$%"H.&"%.&'08"&$26I%+".,+"$.+",%;%/"0'I%+"+'/#8"[2I%&")(#"60.'*%+"$%"$.+",%;%/")%12/%")%%,"

)2#$%/%+")8"-2/,24/.-$8")%6.(&%"$%"H.&"V;%/8"(,2)&%/;.,#X".,+"62(0+"H.0I"#$/2(4$"<2$2"

H'#$2(#",2#'6',4"."&',40%"+'/#8"-'6#(/%J160"9$',4&"6$.,4%+"H$%,"$%"H.&"#.I%,"#2"&%%"Oh! Calcutta!"

.,+"H.&"&$26I%+"#2"1',+"2(#"%Q.6#08"H$.#"-%2-0%"H%/%"4%##',4".H.8"H'#$"h"V#$%/%".--%./%+"#2")%"

,2"/%&#/'6#'2,&".#".00".,8*2/%X"h".,+"$%"2,6%".4.',"H.0I%+"2(#J161"<22,".1#%/G"2,"DB"!-/'0"BSTBG"

b2,412/+"','#'.#%+"."+%).#%"',"#$%"?2(&%"21"b2/+&"2,"-2/,24/.-$8".1#%/"H$'6$G"$%"60.'*%+G"$%"

/%6%';%+"#$2(&.,+&"21"0%##%/&".,+" &2"V&(++%,08"/%.0'&%+"#$.#"#$'&"H.&".,"'&&(%"H$'6$"6.(&%+"4/%.#"

,.#'2,.0"62,6%/,JX162"

"

!1#%/"#$%"b2/+&"+%).#%"b2,412/+"%&#.)0'&$%+"$'&"2H,"-/';.#%"62**'##%%"#2"/%&%./6$"-2/,24/.-$8"

.,+"-/2+(6%"."/%-2/#"#$.#"H2(0+"*.I%"/%62**%,+.#'2,&"2,"'#&"62,#/20J"b'I%"#$%"V!/#&"d2(,6'0X"

c%-2/#G"#$'&"H.&",2#".,"211'6'.0"/%-2/#"+%&-'#%"-/%&%,#',4"'#&%01".&"2,%J"9$%"62**'##%%"62,&'&#%+"

21"*','&#%/&G"0'#%/./8"1'4(/%&G"/%0'4'2(&"0%.+%/&G".,+"0.8"-%2-0%G".&"H%00".&"-2-"&',4%/"d0'11"c'6$./+"

.,+ "#$%"5a"N.,+G".&"'#"H2(0+"#/.,&-'/%".1#%/"$'&"+%.#$G"-/20'1'6"6$'0+".)(&%/P"a'**8"<.;'0%J"F#"

!
157 Amy Whipple, “Speaking for Whom? The 1971 Festival of Light and the Search for the ‘Silent Majority,’” 7$,+4MY$%-%.';%)+)13'
I)1+$%. 24:3 (2010 
!%' Paul Johnson, “Pakenham, Francis Aungier [Frank], first Baron Pakenham and seventh earl of Longford,” !(J; . !
!%, (-)8.'Z)%%$%, 18 September 1972, 7.!
!+(  Ibid. !
!+!  Ibid.!
!+"  Ibid.!



! 110 

H2(0+",2#")%"#$%";%/8"1'/&#"/%-2/#"21"'#&"I',+"h"#$%"Y2./+"21"<26'.0"c%&-2,&')'0'#8"21"#$%"d$(/6$"

21"R,40.,+"$.+"-()0'&$%+"#$%'/"2H,"/%-2/#G"Obscene Publications: Law and PracticeG"H$'6$"$.+"

&#/2,408"6/'#'6'&%+"#$%",2/*.0'&.#'2,"21"-2/,24/.-$8"',"Y/'#'&$"&26'%#8J163"Y(#"b2,412/+K&"H2(0+"

)%"#$%"*2&#"&()&#.,#'.0"+26(*%,#"2,"#$%"&()[%6#"#2"+.#%".,+"#$%"62**'##%%"+'+"(,+%/#.I%"."0./4%"

.*2(,#"21"/%&%./6$J"b2,412/+"%;%,"%,4.4%+"#$%"&%/;'6%&"."-/';.#%"+%#%6#';%G"M.##$%H"j0';%/G"#2"

(,62;%/"#$%"H2/I',4&"21"#$%"-2/,24/.-$'6")22I&$2-&J"F#"H.&"j0';%/"H$2"62,1'/*%+"#$%"Sunday 

PeopleK&"/%;%0.#'2,&".)2(#"#$%"5'/#8"<3(.+K&"62//(-#'2,J""

"

5(/',4"#$%"',;%&#'4.#'2,G"#$%"62**'##%%"-.'+"-./#'6(0./".##%,#'2,"#2"#$%"V5.,'&$"%Q-%/'*%,#X"',"

6%,&2/&$'-J"9$%"<6.,+',.;'.,"*./I%#"H.&"',#%4/.0"#2"Y/'#'&$"-2/,24/.-$8J164"!1#%/"#$%".63('##.0"

21"Fanny Hill 12/"2)&6%,'#8"',"5%,*./IG"."62**'&&'2,"H.&"%&#.)0'&$%+"#$%/%"#2"%Q.*',%"#$%"0.HG"

/%62**%,+',4"',"BSWW"#$.#"#$%"62(,#/8K&"6%,&2/&$'-"0.H&")%"/%0.Q%+J"9$'&"/%62**%,+.#'2,"H.&"

).&%+"2,"#$%"62**'&&'2,"1',+',4"',&(11'6'%,#"%;'+%,6%"#2"+%*2,&#/.#%".,8"6.(&.0"0',I")%#H%%,"

2)&6%,'#8".,+"-&86$2024'6.0"-/2)0%*&G".,+"* 2&#"12/*&"21"-/',#"6%,&2/&$'-"H%/%"&()&%3(%,#08"

.)20'&$%+"',"5%,*./I")%#H%%,"BSWT".,+"BSWSJ"92"',;%&#'4.#%"$2H"#$'&"%Q-%/'*%,#"$.+"-0.8%+"

2(#G"b2,412/+".,+"2#$%/"62* *'##%%"*%*)%/&"#22I"."H2/I',4"#/'-"#2"5%,*./I".,+" %Q-%/'%,6%+"

&%Q"&$2H&".,+"2#$%/"-%/12/*.,6%&J"7/%+'6#.)08G"#$%"Y/'#'&$"-/%&&"H$2"&$.+2H%+"$'*"%;%/8H$%/%"

2,"#$%"#/'-"$.+"."1'%0+"+.8".,+"b2,412/+"%./,%+"#$%"*%+'.",'6I,.*%"Vb2/+"72/,XJ165"!0#$2(4$"."

5.,'&$"- &86$2024'&#",.*%+"Y%/0"e(#6$',&I8"$.+G"H$%,"(,+%/#.I',4"/%&%./6$"12/"#$%":,'#%+"

<#.#%&"L2;%/,*%,#K&"2H,"d2**'&&'2,"2,"j)&6%,'#8".,+"72/,24/.-$8"G"12(,+"#$.#")2#$"

V-%%-',4X".,+"V-$8&'6.0"',+%6%,68"#2H./+&"4'/0&X"$.+"+%60',%+"',"5%,*./I"12002H',4"#$'&"H.;%"

21"+%6%,&2/&$'-G"b2,412/+K&"62**'##%%"$'4$0'4$#%+"#$.#"#$%",(*)%/"21"/%-2/#%+"&%Q"6/'*%&"',"

5%,*./I"$.+"',"1.6#")%%,"1.00',4")%12/%"#$%"6%,&2/&$'-"/%12/*&"21"BSWTOSJ166"9$%"b2,412/+"

62**'##%%"',"#$%'/"/%-2/#"#$%/%12/%"12(,+"#$%"5.,'&$"%Q-%/'*%,#"#2")%"',62,60(&';%J"9$%"

62**'##%%"-2/#/.8%+"#$%*&%0;%&".&"2)[%6#';%"1.6#O4.#$%/%/&")(#"'#"H.&",2"&(/-/'&%G"62,&'+%/',4"'#&"

62*-2&'#'2,G"#$.#"H$%,"#$%"/%-2/#"6.*%"2(#"'#"H.&"-0.',08"-./#'&.,J"9$%"&#./#',4".&&(*-#'2,"21"

#$%"/%-2/#"H.&"#$.#"-2/,24/.-$8"H.&"$./*1(0J"F,"#$%"/%-2/#K&"1'/&#"-.4%&G"b2,412/+"-2',#%+"#2"

#$%"V*2(,#',4"-()0'6"62,6%/,".)2(#"#$%"4/%.#"%Q-.,&'2,"21"-2/,24/.-$'6G"2/",%./"-2/,24/.-$'6G"

!
!+# Church of England, !Q1*4,4'V0Q8)*-+)$,16'P-H'-,&'V%-*+)*4 (Church of England General Synod, Board for Social Responsibility, 
1970). 
!+$ See: Isak Thorsen, “’Denmark, Kingdom of everything erotic’: Danish feature sex films in Britain in the 1970s,” V$%,'5+0&)41 
9:1 (2022), 10-26; Oliver Carter, “Original Climax Films: historicizing the British hardcore pornography film business,” V$%,'
5+0&)41 5:4 (2018), 411-425. !
!+% Berl Kutchinsky, Studies on pornography and sex crimes in Denmark: a report to the US Presidential Commission on 
Obscenity and Pornography (1970); Berl Kutchinsky, Pornography in Denmark: Pieces of a jigsaw puzzle collected around New 
Year (1970) in William B. Lockhart and Frederick H. Wagman, 24*3,)*-8'94Y$%+'$#'+34'7$MM)11)$,'$,'!Q1*4,)+.'-,&'V$%,$T%-Y3.':$8@'>`!
!++ Ibid.; P$,T#$%&'94Y$%+, 15. 



! 111 

*.#%/'.0X"',"R,40.,+J167"?%"60.'*%+"$%"$.+"/%6%';%+"./2(,+"BGEEE"0%##%/&")%12/%"$'&"b2/+&"

*2#'2,"%Q-/%&&',4"&(--2/#G".,+"$%"/%1%/%,6%+"#$%"4/%.#",(*)%/"21"-%2-0%"H$2"$.+"4.#$%/%+"

H'#$"`=2b"',"9/.1.04./"<3(./%J168"=2/"b2,412/+G"#$'&"$.+"-/2;'+%+"#$%"/.#'2,.0%".,+"',&-'/.#'2,"

12/"#$'&"%Q#%,+%+"',3('/8J""

"

9$%"*.[2/"/%62**%,+.#'2,"21"#$%"/%-2/#"H.&"#2"&(--0.,#"#$%"(,&.#'&1.6#2/8"V+%-/.;%".,+"

62//(-#X"#%&#"12/"2)&6%,'#8"H'#$".,"2/#$2+2Q8"#%&#").&%+"2,"62**(,'#8"&#.,+./+&J"9$%"/%-2/#"

&(44%&#%+"#$.#"."-()0'6.#'2,"&$2(0+")%"$%0+"2)&6%,%"'1"'#&"%11%6#"H$%,"#.I%,".&"."H$20%"H.&"#2"

V2(#/.4%"62,#%*-2/./8"&#.,+./+&"21"+%6%,68"2/"$(*.,'#8".66%-#%+")8"#$%"-()0'6".#"0./4%JX169"

9$'&")2//2H%+"1/2*")(#"H%,#"1(/#$%/"#$.,"#$%"<db"/%-2/#J"b2,412/+".0&2"/%62**%,+%+"

/%-%.0',4"#$%"-()0'6"422+"+%1%,6%"2,"#$%").&'&"#$.#",2#$',4"62(0+".#"2,6%")%"2)&6%,%".,+"12/"#$%"

-()0'6"422+J170"!--%.0',4"#2"V62,#%*-2/./8"&#.,+./+&"21"+%6%,68"2/"$(*.,'#8X"H.&".,".##%*-#"

#2"*.I%"-/2&%6(#'2,&"%.&'%/")(#"#$%"2);'2(&"+'11'6(0#8"H.&"#$.#"#$%"/%-2/#"+'+",2#"%0.)2/.#%"2,"

H$2"V#$%"-()0'6".#"0./4%X"H%/%".,+"#$%/%12/%"&()[%6#';'#8"/%*.',%+".,"'*-.&&.)0%"-/2)0%*J"

R0&%H$%/%G"#$%"/%-2/#"&(44%&#%+"#$%".*)'#'2(&"'+%."21"%&#.)0'&$',4".";20(,#./8".+;'&2/8"62(,6'0"

#$.#"62(0+".H./+"6%/#'1'6.#%&"#2")22I&"',"#$%"&.*%"H.8"#$%"YY=d"+'+"12/"1'0*&J171"F#"&(44%&#%+"."

&'*'0./"4/.+',4"&8&#%*"12/"*.4._',%&".,+"/%[%6#%+"+'&#',6#'2,&")%#H%%,"&21#62/%"V*%,K&"

*.4._',%&X"0'I%"HeatG"RelateG"Intro".,+" OpenG"H$'6$"H%/%".00"21"#$%"-0.8)28O0'1%&#80%OH'#$O,(+%&"

V,%H"-2/,24/.-$8X";./'%#8G".,+"(,+%/O#$%O62(,#%/"$./+62/%"-2/,24/.-$8J172"

"

9$%"/%-2/#"%,+%+"(-"&%00',4"%Q#/%*%08"H%00"h"$2H"62(0+"'#",2#"$.;%"+2,%"H'#$"#$%"*%+'."

62;%/.4%"21"#$%'/"',;%&#'4.#'2,&"',"5%,*./I"h".,+"'#"H.&"#$%/%12/%"."&'4,'1'6.,#"',#%/;%,#'2,"',"

#$%"+%).#%"2,"2)&6%,'#8"',"%./08"BSTE&"R,40.,+J"c%6%-#'2,"21"'#&"62,#%,#".,+"/%62**%,+.#'2,&G"

$2H%;%/G"H.&"*'Q%+J"F,"#$%"-/%&&G"#$%"Daily Mail’s"1/2,#"-.4%"H%062*%+"#$%"/%-2/#K&"

/%62**%,+.#'2,&".&"V%&&%,#'.0X"#2"62(,#%/"#$%"V62**%/6'.0"2,&0.(4$#"21"-2/,24/.-$8X"#2"

H$'6$"Y/'#.',"H.&")%',4"&()[%6#%+"#2".4.',&#"'#&"H'00G"62//(-#',4"#$%",.#'2,J173"F,"#$%"Mail’s";'%HG"

#$%"V4/%.#%&#"&%/;'6%X"-/2;'+%+")8"#$%"/%-2/#"H.&"#2"V2-%,"2(/"%8%&"#2"H$.#"H%"$.;%".002H%+"#2"

$.--%,"./2(,+"(&pJ'#"$.&"."+'&#',6#'2,".,+"$(*.,'#8"H$'6$"'&"1./"&(-%/'2/"#2"#$.#"21"#$%"

!*%/'6.,"d2**'&&'2,"2,"j)&6%,'#8JX 174""9$%"Sunday Times"1%0#"#$%"/%-2/#"-.'+"',.+%3(.#%"

!
!+& P$,T#$%&'94Y$%+, 11 
!+'  Ibid., 11-15. 
!+,  Ibid., 371. 
!&(  Ibid., 368-74. 
!&!  Ibid., 304.!
!&"  Ibid., 320. 
!&# (-)8.'Z-)8, 20 September 1972, 1.!
!&$ Ibid., 6-8.!
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.##%,#'2,"#2"#$%"V-/2#%6#'2,"21",%6%&&./8"6(0#(/.0"1/%%+2*&X")(#"#$2(4$#"'#"*.+%"."422+"-/2-2&.0"

',"/%0.#'2,"#2"0.H".4.',&#"-2/,24/.-$'6"+'&-0.8J175"R6$2',4"."I',+"21"Z201%,+%,"024'6G"#$%"

%+'#2/'.0"./4(%+"V#$%"&2(,+%&#".--/2.6$"#2"/%12/*"'&"#$/2(4$"#$%"62,6%-#"21"-/';.68J"9$%"H2/&#"

%;'0"21"-2/,24/.-$8"'&",2#"#$.#"'#"'&".;.'0.)0%G")(#"#$.#"'#"'&"12/6%+"2,"',,26%,#".,+"(,&(&-%6#',4"

-%2-0%"H$2"H.,#"#2"$.;%",2#$',4"#2"+2"H'#$"'#JX""

"

9$%"0')%/.0"Economist’s"%+'#2/'.0"H.&"#$.#"#$%"/%-2/#"&'*-08"62,1'/*%+".,+"/%',12/6%+"V#$%"

62,;'6#'2,&".,+"-/%[(+'6%&"21"#$%".(#$2/".,+"#$2&%"21"0'I%"*',+JX176"F#"62,#%&#%+"#$%"60.'*"#$%/%"

H.&"."*.[2/'#8"62,6%/,"2;%/"#$%"%Q-02'#.#'2,"21"&%Q"',"R,40.,+G"$'4$0'4$#',4"#$%"I.0%'+2&62-'6"

,.#(/%"21".##'#(+%&"#2"-2/,24/.-$'6".,+"&%Q(.008"%Q-0'6'#"*.#%/'.0J"F#".6I,2H0%+4%+"#$.#"*.,8"

0')%/.0&"#$2(4$#"#$%"*2/%"/.+'6.0"0')%/#./'.,"'*-(0&%&"',"&26'%#8"H$'6$"$.+")/2I%,"+2H,"

/%&#/'6#'2,&".,+"#.)22&"2;%/"#$%"-/%;'2(&"8%./&"$.+".0&2")/2(4$#"%Q6%&&%&G".,+"'#"./4(%+"'#"H.&"

2,08"."*',2/'#8"H$2"&2(4$#"#2#.0"1/%%+2*"#$/2(4$"#$%".)20'#'2,"21".00"0%4.0"/%&#/'6#'2,&G"#$2(4$"

V*.,8"./%"40.+"#2"&%%"&26'%#8"/'++',4"'#&%01"21"1%./&G"',$')'#'2,&G"$(*)(4JX"j #$%/&G"'#"2)&%/;%+G"

V/%4/%#"H$.#"'&"$.--%,',4".,+"./%".1/.'+"'#"-2/#%,+&"."-/212(,+"*2/.0".,+"&-'/'#(.0"*.0.'&%JX"F,"

0'4$#"21"#$'&G"#$%"*.4._',%K&";'%H"H.&"#$.#"H$.#"b2,412/+K&"/%-2/#"$.+"1.'0%+"#2"+2"H.&"211%/".,8"

%;'+%,6%O).&%+".,.08&'&"21"H$%#$%/"2/",2#"-2/,24/.-$8"+'+"$./*".,+G"'1"&2G"$2H".,+"#2"H$2*J"

9$%"/%-2/# .++%+"(-"#2"V.";.0(.)0%"&#'*(0(&"#2"."+%).#%"',"H$'6$"2#$%/";2'6%&"*(&#")%"$%./+".,+"

*2/%"2)[%6#';%"',;%&#'4.#'2,&"(,+%/#.I%,")%12/%".,8".##%*-#"'&"*.+%"#2"1/.*%",%H"2/".*%,+',4"

0%4'&0.#'2,JX"

"

9$%"/%-2/#"H.&".0&2"12/6%+"#2",.;'4.#%"*.,8".HIH./+"62,#/.+'6#'2,&J"F#"-2&'#%+"#$.#"

-2/,24/.-$8"$.+")%62*%"%,+%*'6".,+"8%#"*2&#"Y/'#2,&"H%/%"&#.(,6$08"2--2&%+"#2"#$'&"I',+"21"

V1'0#$JX"!&"<(#$%/0.,+"-(#"'#G"#$'&"&%#"(-"V#$%")%H'0+%/',4"&-%6#.60%"21"."Y/'#'&$"-2-(0.#'2,"$.--'08"

H.002H',4"',"-2/,24/.-$8"H$'6$G"*8&#%/'2(&08G"#$%8"H.,#"/(#$0%&&08"&#.*-%+"2(#JX177"

!++'#'2,.008G"#$%"/%-2/#"&(44%&#%+"*2&#"-%2-0%"H%/%"&'*-08"(,.H./%"21"#$%"I',+"21"&%Q(.0"

*.#%/'.0"#$.#"H.&"2(#"#$%/%".,+"8%#"H%/%")%',4"62,&#.,#08"211%,+%+")8"#$%"-2/,24/.-$8")%',4"

12/6%+"(-2,"#$%*J"F,"#$%"62,60(&'2,"21"#$%"/%-2/#"#$%"62**'##%%"60.'*%+"V#$2&%"H$2"#$',I"H%"

./%"*.I',4"$%.;8"H%.#$%/"2(#"21"H$.#"'&",2"*2/%"#$.,"."0'4$#")/%%_%"$.;%",2#"&%%,"H$.#"H%"$.;%"

&%%,JX178"Y(#".&"H.&"-2',#%+"2(#")8"&2*%"*%+'."62**%,#.#2/&".#"#$%"#'*%G"$2H"62(0+"2,%")%"

211%,+%+"2/"2(#/.4%+"'1"2,%"$.+",2#"&%%,"'#^179"!,+".& "(&(.0G"'#"H.&",%;%/"*.+%"60%./"'1".,8"21"#$%"

!
!&% 50,&-.'2)M41, 24 September 1972, 16. 
!&+ W*$,$M)1+, 23 September 1972, 18-21. !
!&& Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 128.!
!&'  P$,T#$%&'94Y$%+, 429.  
!&,  E.g. ( -)8.'Z -)8, 20 september 1972, 6-8.!
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62**'##%%G"',"#$%'/"%Q#%,&';%"$.,+0',4"21"%;%,"#$%"*2&#"%Q#/%*%"*.#%/'.0G"$.+"%;%/")%%,"

62//(-#%+"2/"+%-/.;%+G"&'4,.00',4".,"'*-0'6'#"-%/&'&#%,6%"21"'+%.&"./2(,+";./'.)0%"2)&6%,'#8J"

b2,412/+"+'+".+*'#"#2"."Daily Mirror"/%-2/#%/G"&$2H',4"$'*".00"#$%"%;'+%,6%"12/"#$%"/%-2/#"H$'6$"

$%"I%-#"',"$'&")2##2*"/'4$#"+%&I"+/.H%/G"#$.#"$%"$.+"62*%"V,%./"#2")%',4"#'#'00.#%+X")(#"#$.#"'1"$%"

H%/%"#2"V)%"&#'*(0.#%+"2/"0%+".02,4"#$%"H/2,4"-.#$G"'#"H2(0+")%")8"&2*%#$',4"0'#%/./8"h"&.8"

/%.+',4".,".662(,#"21".,"',#%/%&#',4"/%0.#'2,&$'-JX180"

"

=2002H',4"#$%"-()0'6.#'2,"21"#$%"/%-2/#G"#$%"`.#'2,.0"<%6(0./"<26'%#8"-()0'&$%+"."0%.10%#G"Longford 

Threat to FreedomG"H$'6$"H.&").&%+"2,"#$%"$(*.,'&#"H/'#%/".,+"6.*-.'4,%/"Y/'4'+"Y/2-$8K&"

&-%%6$".#"."*%%#',4"H'#$"#$%"<26'%#8"2/4.,'&%+"',"b2,+2,"#2"-/2#%&#".4.',&#"b2,412/+K&"

-/2-2&.0&J181"F,"#$%"&-%%6$G"Y/2-$8"$.+"./4(%+"#$.#",%'#$%/"."[(/2/",2/"."*.4'&#/.#%"$.+".,8"

*2/%"*%.,&"#$.,".,8)2+8"%0&%"21"I,2H',4"H$.#"&#.,+./+&"H%/%"$%0+")8"#$%"-()0'6".#"0./4%G".,+"

-2',#%+"2(#"#$.#"5./H',K&"The Origins of Species"$.+"4/2&&08"2(#/.4%+"62,#%*-2/./8"&#.,+./+&"21"

+%6%,68G".,+"',+%%+"#$.#"*2&#"2/'4',.0"#$2(4$#".,+"./#"-/26%%+%+")8"2(#/.4',4"-/%;'2(&08"

.66%-#%+"&#.,+./+&@"V9$%"b2,412/+"0%4'&0.#'2,"'&"."-/%&6/'-#'2,"12/"/%-0.6',4"#$%"-%/*'&&';%"

&26'%#8")8"#$%"&#.4,.,#"&26'%#8J"!"&26'%#8"#$.#"'&",2#"1/%%"#2")%"2(#/.4%+"'&",2#"1/%%"#2"6$.,4%JX182"

9$'&"H.&"."6/(6'.0"-2',#J"5%&-'#%")%',4"2,%"21"#$%"*2&#"1.*2(&"',#%/;%,#'2,&"',"#$%"+%).#%"2;%/"

-2/,24/.-$8".,+"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"BSTE&G".,+"+%&-'#%"$2H"H%00"'#"&20+G"#$%"Longford Report"211%/%+"

0'##0%"#2"6$.,4%"#$%"-20'#'6.0".,+"0%4.0"&#.0%*.#%"21"#$%"-%/'2+J"=%H"-%2-0%"H%/%"0'I%08"#2"$.;%"$.+"

#$%'/"%Q'&#',4";'%H&"&()&#.,#'.008"6$.,4%+")8"/%.+',4"#$%"c%-2/#G"H$'6$"H.&"'#&%01"*2/%"."

6200%6#'2,"21".--./%,#08"/.,+2*"',+';'+(.0&"/$%#2/'6.008"&#.#',4"#$%'/"6.&%"N*2&#"%;'+%,#"',"#$%"

#%0%;'&'2,"&()O&%6#'2,"6$.'/%+")8"M(44%/'+4%PJ183"9$%/%"H.&",2"2)[%6#';%"2/"%*-'/'6.0"%;'+%,6%"

4';%,"H$'6$"*.8"$.;%"42,%"&2*%"H.8"#2")/%.I',4"#$%"+%.+026IJ"9$%"/%-2/#"60.'*%+"'#"

62,&'+%/%+"6.(&.0"0',I&")%#H%%,"2)&6%,'#8G"+%0',3(%,68G".,+"6/'*%G")(#"2,08".&"."V&()&'+'./8"

'&&(%JX"Z$'0&#"#$%"62**'##%%"$.+")%%,"62,6%/,%+".)2(#"#$'&".&-%6#G"#$%"/%-2/#"60.'*%+G"#$%8"

H%/%"V62,6%/,%+"*2/%"+%%-08"H'#$"#$%"62,,%6#'2,")%#H%%,"-2/,24/.-$8".,+",.#'2,.0"*2/.0&JX"

F#"H.&G"&'*-08G"."*2/.0"/.#$%/"#$.,"6.(&.0"',;%&#'4.#'2,".,+"#$%/%12/%"H$'0&#"#$%"Longford Report"

&#'*(0.#%+"+%).#%"'#"+'+",2#"(0#'*.#%08"+2"*(6$"#2"&$'1#"'#J"9$%"+%).#%"2;%/"2)&6%,'#8".,+"

-2/,24/.-$8"/%*.',%+"&#(6I"',"."V*2/.0"*2+%X"#$.#"$.+"0'##0%"'*-.6#"2#$%/"#$.,"21"-/%.6$',4"#2"

#$%"62,;%/#%+G".,+"'#"H2(0+"#.I%"."#/.,&'#'2,"#2"6.(&.0"./4(*%,#&"',"#$%"1.6%"21"."V*2/.0"-.,'6X"

N&2*%H$.#"21"."*'&,2*%/"4';%,"#$'&"H.&"*2/%"#2"+2"H'#$"-&86$2&26'.0"$./*"#$.,"V*2/.0&X"-%/"

!
!'(  (-)8.'Z)%%$%, 18 September 1972, 7.!
!'!  Brigid Brophy, P$,T#$%&'23%4-+'+$'=%44&$M (National Secular Society, London,1972). 
!'"  P0,*3, 1 January 1973, 16.!
!'#  P$,T#$%&'94Y$%+, 214-264. 
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&%P"./2(,+";'+%2#.-%G".&"H%00".&"."*2/%";'&')0%"-()0'6"./#'6(0.#'2,"21"1%*','&#"-%/&-%6#';%&"2,"

-2/,24/.-$8G"#2"(,0.#6$"#$%"+%).#%J""

"

David Holbrook, the Responsible Society & Psychoanalytical Approaches"

"

F#"H2(0+G"$2H%;%/G")%"H/2,4"#2"4';%"#$%"'*-/%&&'2,"#$.#".00"#$2&%"H$2"*'4$#")%"6.#%42/'&%+".&"

V*2/.0'&#&X"H%/%"-/%266(-'%+"only"H'#$"*2/.0"/.#$%/"#$.,"6.(&.0"./4(*%,#&J"!,+".0#$2(4$"#$%"

*2&#"-/2*',%,#"*2;%*%,#&".,+"2/4.,'&.#'2,&"6.*-.'4,',4".4.',&#"2)&6%,'#8".,+"12/"."*2/%"

/2)(&#"6%,&2/&$'-"/%4'*%"',"#$'&"-%/'2+"H%/%"*.+%"(-"0./4%08"21"/%0'4'2(&".+$%/%,#&G"'#"H2(0+".0&2"

)%"H/2,4"#2"4';%"#$%"'*-/%&&'2,"#$.#".00"H%/%"*2#';.#%+")8"#$%'/"/%0'4'2(&"62,;'6#'2,&J"!"0%##%/"#2"

#$%"Times"',"a(,%"BSTBG"12/"',&#.,6%G".,,2(,6%+"#$%"6/%.#'2,"21"9$%"c%&-2,&')0%"<26'%#8G"0%+")8"

#$%",2;%0'&#".,+"&26'.0"6/'#'6"7.*%0."?.,&12/+"a2$,&2,".,+"5.;'+"?20)/22IJ 184"?20)/22I"H.&"

.,"%+(6.#'2,'&#".,+"&6$220#%.6$%/"H$2&%".--/2.6$"#2"%+(6.#'2,G"*%+'."&6$20./"c'6$./+"<#2/%/"

,2#%&G"VH.&"/22#%+"',"#$%"<6/(#',8"#/.+'#'2,"21".11'/*',4"#$%"'*-2/#.,6%"21"R,40'&$"12/"*2/.0"

+%;%02-*%,#X".,+"$%"&2(4$#"',"$'&"*.,8")22I&"#2"V.11'/*"-2&'#';%";.0(%&"',"$(*.,"%Q-%/'%,6%G"

.,+"62(,#%/",'$'0'&#'6"2/"/%+(6#';%".--/2.6$%&"#2"0'1%JX185"?20)/22I"H.&".0&2"."&%/'.0"62*-0.',%/"

.,+"0%##%/OH/'#%/"H$2"H.&"1/%3(%,#08"-./2+'%+")8"*%*)%/&"21"#$%"-()0'6"',"#$%"-/%&&".,+")8"6';'0"

&%/;.,#&"H$2"4.;%"$'*"$'&"2H,"-%/&2,.0"577"1'0%"#2"$20+"$'&"%,+0%&&"62**(,'6.#'2,&J186"NZ$%,"

?20)/22I"&%,#"#$%"-20'6%"."0%##%/".)2(#"."-2&#6./+"$%"$.+"&%%,"2,".")22I&#.,+".#"`%H6.&#0%"

d%,#/.0"c.'0H.8"<#.#'2,"#$.#"$%"62,&'+%/%+"2)&6%,%G"2,%"-20'6%"211'6%/"62,#.6#%+"#$%"577G".1#%/"

H$'6$"$%"/%62/+%+G"V?20)/22I"'&"H%00"I,2H,"#2"#$%*G"#$%"5'/%6#2/"/%6%';%&"&'*'0./"-2&#6./+&"

1/2*"#$'&"*.,"H%%I08JXP187"

"

?20)/22I"$.+"*.+%"$'&"2H,"&()*'&&'2,"#2"b2,412/+K&"%,3('/8J"F,"#$%"&()*'&&'2,G"$%"./4(%+"

#$.#"-2/,24/.-$8"60%./08"V%+(6.#%&X".,+"#$.#"V&',6%"-2/,24/.-$8"'&"-%/;%/#%+X"'#"*(&#")%"#$.#"'#"

#.(4$#"-%/;%/&'2,J188  9$%"V).&'6"+8,.*'6X"21"-2/,24/.-$8G"12/"?20)/22IG"H.&"$2&#'0'#8@"'#"H.&"

&.+'&#'6G"*.&26$'&#'6G".,+"2)[%6#'18',4G".,+"#$%/%"H.&".0H.8&".";'6#'*J"?%"'+%,#'1'%+"'#&".--%.0"',"

#$%"H.8"'#"V$(*'0'.#%&"H2*.,".&"."&8*)20"21"2(/"*2/%"&%,&'#';%G";(0,%/.)0%".,+"6/%.#';%"

.&-%6#&JX189"=2/".00"2,%"62(0+"-./2+8"?20)/22IG".,+"+%&-'#%"H$.#"*'4$#")%"&.'+".)2(#"H2*.,".&"

&8*)20"21"&%,&'#';'#8".,+";(0,%/.)'0'#8G"'#"*(&#")%"&.'+"$%"H.&"2,%"21"#$%"1%H"*%,"H'#$"."-()0'6"

!
!'$  2)M41, 14 June 1971, 13.!
!'% Richard Storer, “Holbrook, David Kenneth,” ODNB. 
!'+  NA: DPP 2/5060, David Holbrook on Pornography (1971-1978). 
!'&  Ibid.  
!''  P$,T#$%&'94Y$%+< 162-77. !
!',  5Y4*+-+$%, 15 January 1972, 228. 
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!
!,(  Ibid. Van den Haag’s article originally appeared in W,*$0,+4%, December 1967.!
!,!  Ibid.!
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!
!,"  NA: DPP, 2/5060, David Holbrook on Pornography (1971-1978). 
!,#  50,&-.'2)M41, 4 February 1973, 12. 
!,$  Eustace Chesser, P$:4'R)+3$0+'=4-%6'L'V8-),'K0)&4'+$'54"'24*3,)\04'#$%'W:4%.'Z-%%)4&'L&08+ (London, 1941).  
!,% Brown, ;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),, 232.  
!,+  J4H'5+-+41M-,< 17 November 1972, 84. 
!,&  Ibid@!
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!
!,'  50,&-.'2)M41, 4 February 1973, 12.!
!,,  Ibid.!
"((  Longford, P$,T#$%&'94Y$%+, 38. 
"(!  Ibid., 40. 
"("  NA: LO, 2/180, “Passport to Pleasure.” 
"(#  Ibid., Circular for V-11Y$%+'+$'V84-10%4.  
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!
"($  Ibid., 
"(% Ibid. 
"(+  NA: LO, 2/180, “Passport to Pleasure.” 
"(& Ibid. 
"('  NA: LO, 2/190, “Libertine’: Odalesque Press: obscenity” (1970).  
"(,  Ibid.  
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#$'&"H.&"."62,&'+%/.)0%";20(*%J"9$%"1'/&#"%11%6#';%"&#%-"#2"60.*-"+2H,"2,"'#"6.*%"',"!(4(&#"

BSTE"H$%,"."&%6#'2,"H.&".++%+"#2"#$%"Unsolicited Goods and Services Act"6.*%"',#2"12/6%"*.I',4"'#"

.,"211%,6%"#2"+'&#/')(#%"(,&20'6'#%+".,8")22IG"*.4._',%G"0%.10%#"2/".+;%/#'&',4"*.#%/'.0"H$'6$"

+%&6/')%+"2/"'00(&#/.#%+"V$(*.,"&%Q(.0"#%6$,'3(%JX"

"

!0#$2(4$"&2*%"21"#$%*"H%/%"2);'2(&08"12/"&#/.'4$#12/H./+"-2/,24/.-$8G"*.,8"21"#$%&%"6'/6(0./&"

.+;%/#'&%+"4%,(',%"%+(6.#'2,.0"0'#%/.#(/%J"!,+"H$'0&#"62,&%,&(&"62(0+")%".6$'%;%+"#$.#"%Q-0'6'#"2/"

%;%,"*'0+08"&(44%&#';%".+;%/#'&%*%,#&"&$2(0+",2#")%"-2&#%+"#$/2(4$"-%2-0%K&"0%##%/)2Q%&"H'#$2(#"

#$%'/"62,&%,#"N*.,8"62*-0.',#&"1/2*"*%*)%/&"21"#$%"-()0'6"6%,#/%+"*2/%"2,"-/';.68"'&&(%&"#$.,"

.,8#$',4"%0&%G".&I',4"$2H"1'/*&"62*-'0%+"#$%'/"*.'0',4"0'&#&".,+"H$%/%"*.'0',4"+%#.'0&"H%/%"

2)#.',%+"1/2*PG"H$%,"'#"6.*%"#2"#$%"0'#%/.#(/%")%',4".+;%/#'&%+"'#&%01".##'#(+%&"62(0+")%"*2/%"

4/.+%+J"!&".0/%.+8"',#'*.#%+G"&%Q2024'6.0"0'#%/.#(/%G"12/")2#$".+(0#&".,+"6$'0+/%,G"H.&"."

-./#'6(0./08"62*-0'6.#%+"./%,."',"#$%"H'+%/").##0%"2;%/"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"BSTE&".,+"-./#"21"."

)/2.+%/"+%).#%"#.I',4"-0.6%"2;%/"#$%"/20%".,+"-0.6%"21"&%Q"%+(6.#'2,"',"&6$220&".,+"#$%"/'4$#&"21"

-./%,#&"#2"H'#$+/.H"#$%'/"6$'0+/%,"1/2*"0%&&2,&J211"<%Q2024'6.0"*.#%/'.0"H.&".0&2"62*-0%Q")%6.(&%"

'#"6.*%"',"&2"*.,8"+'11%/%,#"12/*&@"&2*%"21"'#"/%-/%&%,#%+"4%,(',%".##%*-#&"#2"%+(6.#%"#$%"

82(,4".,+"20+".0'I%"2,"&%QG"&2*%"21"'#"H.&"#'#'00.#'2,"*.&3(%/.+',4".&"%+(6.#'2,G".,+"*(6$"21"'#"

H.&"V)2/+%/0',%X".,+".*)'4(2(&"h"(&%1(0"',12/*.#'2,")/2I%,"(-"H'#$"'00(&#/.#'2,&"&0'4$#08"*2/%"

%Q-0'6'#"#$.,",%6%&&./8J"?.//8"d26I&"$.&"&$2H,"#$.#"%;%,"',"#$%"BSDE&G"#$%".(#$2/&"21"&%/'2(&"

H2/I&"21"&%Q(.0"',&#/(6#'2,"1.6%+"#$%"-/2)0%*"#$.#"#$'&"*.#%/'.0"#%,+%+"#2"6'/6(0.#%".02,4"#$%"

V&.*%",%#H2/I&"21"+'&#/')(#'2,".,+"&.0%X".&"*.&&O*./I%#"-2/,24/.-$8G"62,#/')(#',4"#2".")0(//',4"

21")2(,+./'%&J212"d26I&"&(44%&#&"#$.#")%#H%%,"BSDE".,+"#$%"*'+OBSWE&G"V&%Q"/%12/*%/&"

.##%*-#%+"#2"%&#.)0'&$"#$%'/".(#$2/'#8".,+"%Q-%/#'&%")8"+'11%/%,#'.#',4"#$%'/"H2/I"1/2*".",%HG"

;')/.,#".,+"(,/(08"*./I%#"',"2)&6%,%"*.#%/'.0"#$.#"6'/6(0.#%+".,+"H.&"&20+".02,4&'+%"#$%"H2/I"21"

&%Q"/.+'6.0&JX213"F,+%%+G"#$%"BSWE&"&.H"."-()0'&$',4")22*"',"&%Q"',&#/(6#'2,"*.,(.0&G"*2&#"21"

H$'6$"/%*.',%+"62,&%/;.#';%J"=/2*"#$%"BSTE&G"*2/.0'&#&"-/2)0%*.#'&%+"&%Q"%+(6.#'2,".,+"&%Q"

!
"!(  NA: LO, 2/199. Peter Ruskin of T.M.O and Stag was also prosecuted for forwarding mailing brochures advertising explicit 
literature. See: NA: MEPO, 2/9725, Policy concerning the Investigation Into pornography (1973).  
"!!  The historiography of sex education In England has been growing in recent years. See, for example: David Limond, "'I never 
Imagined that the time would come': Martin Cole, the Growing Up Controversy and the Limits of School Sex Education In 
1970s England," I)1+$%.'$#'W&0*-+)$, 37 (2008), 409-429; Lesley Hall, "Birds, Bees and General Embarrassment: Sex Education in 
Britain, from Social Purity to Section 28" In Richard Aldrich (ed.), V0Q8)*'$%'V%):-+4'W&0*-+)$,m'P411$,1'#%$M'I)1+$%. (London, 2004); 
Hampshire and Lewis, "The Ravages of Permissiveness"; Jane Pilcher, "Sex in Health Education Official Guidance for Schools, 
1928-1977," O$0%,-8'$#'I)1+$%)*-8'5$*)$8$T. 17 (2004), 185-200. 
"!"  Cocks, "Saucy Stories," 465. 
"!#  Ibid., 466. 
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',&#/(6#'2,"*.,(.0&".&"#$',4&"#$.#"620+"62//(-#"*2/.008".&"-./#"21"#$%")/2.+%/"62(,#%/.##.6I"

.4.',&#"-%/*'&&';%,%&&J214"

"

Y8"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"BSTE&G"&%Q(.008"',&#/(6#';%"*.#%/'.0"12/".+(0#&"H.&",2#"4%,%/.008"62,&'+%/%+"."

4%,/%"',"H$'6$"#$%/%"H.&"."6$.,6%"21"."[(/8"62,;'6#',4"."-()0'6.#'2,"12/"2)&6%,'#8J"9$'&"H.&"

%&-%6'.008"#$%"6.&%".1#%/"#$%".;.,#O4./+%",2;%0'&#".,+"-0.8H/'4$#"7.(0"!)0%*.,K&"DEUO-.4%"&%Q"

*.,(.0" The Mouth and Oral Sex H.&"-()0'&$%+"',"BSWSJ215"The MouthG"+%&6/')%+"2,"'#&")0(/)".&"V#$%"

1'/&#"62*-/%$%,&';%"&(/;%8"21"2/.0'#8X".'*%+"#2"V4('+%"#$%"/%.+%/"',#2"./%.&"21"&%Q(.0"%Q-%/'%,6%"

H$'6$G"+%&-'#%"#$%".//';.0"21"#$%"-%/*'&&';%"<26'%#8G"/%*.',".0*2&#".&"(,6$./#%/%+".&"#$%8"H%/%"',"

#$%"\'6#2/'.,"%/.JX"d$.-#%/"$%.+',4&"',60(+%+@"VM%+'6.0O<%Q(.0"d2,&'+%/.#'2,&"21"j/.0"b2;%"

9%6$,'3(%GX"V9$%"?2*2&%Q(.0"M2(#$GX"V5/(4"<#'*(0.#'2,">"d2*-(0&'2,GX".,+"Vj/.0"<%Q(.0"

5%;'.#'2,&">"7%/;%/&'2,&JX"9$'&"H.&".,"%+(6.#'2,.0")22IG")(#"#$%"577"62,&'+%/%+"'#"*'4$#"$.;%"

)%%,"2)&6%,%".,+"+%6'+%+"#2"0.(,6$"-/26%%+',4&J216"d$/'&#2-$%/"e8-/%2&"21"c(,,',4"M.,"7/%&&"

$.+"-(/6$.&%+"#$%"/'4$#&"#2"-()0'&$"#$%")22I"',"R,40.,+".,+"$%"$.+".+;%/#'&%+"'#"#$/2(4$"-2&#.0"

6'/6(0./&J"e8-/%2&"./4(%+"#2"#$%"-20'6%"#$.#"#$%")22I"H.&"21"V62,&'+%/.)0%"'*-2/#.,6%".,+"

0'#%/./8"*%/'#X".&"."&%Q(.0"*.,(.0G")(#"M7&"H/2#%"#2"R0H8,"a2,%&"',12/*',4"$'*"#$.#"#$%"#%%,.4%"

+.(4$#%/&"21"62,&#'#(%,#&"$.+"/%6%';%+"#$%"6'/6(0./J217"c(,,',4"M.,"H.&"#$%/%12/%"6$./4%+"(,+%/"

#$%"Post Office Act"12/"#$%"6'/6(0./".,+"#$%"j7!"12/"#$%"The Mouth"'#&%01J"Y(#"H$%,"#$%"6.&%"H%,#"

#2"62(/#"H'#$"e',4O?.*'0#2,"#$%"-/%&'+',4"[(+4%G"#$%"2,08"H'#,%&&"#$%"d/2H,"62(0+"1',+"H.&"

5.;'+"?20)/22I"N'#"#(/,%+"2(#".#"0%.&#"2,%"21"#$%"V82(,4"4'/0&X"H$2"$.+"/%6%';%+"#$%"6'/6(0./"

H.&".6#(.008"',"$%/"*'+O#H%,#'%&".,+"$.+")%%,"*'&/%-/%&%,#%+".&")%',4"V82(,4".,+"

'*-/%&&'2,.)0%X"H$'6$"6.(&%+"."4/%.#"+%.0"21"%*).//.&&*%,#PJ218"e',4 O?.*'0#2,"*.+%"$'&"

',%;'#.)0%"62*-./'&2,&"H'#$"#$%"1.00"21"c2*%".,+".&I%+"."+%1%,6%"H'#,%&&G"#$%",2;%0'&#"M./4./%#"

5/.))0%G"H$8"'#"H.&",%6%&&./8"#2"/%.+".)2(#"2/.0"&%Q"H$%,"VH%"$.;%"*.,.4%+"#2"4%#"2,"12/"."

62(-0%"21"#$2(&.,+"8%./&"H'#$2(#"'#X"N#$%"+%1%,6%").//'&#%/"a%/%*8"?(#6$',&2,"*26I%+"#$'&"',"

$'&"602&',4"&-%%6$@"V722/"?'&"b2/+&$'-f"722/"?'&"b2/+&$'-f"L2,%"H'#$2(#"2/.0"&%Q"12/"."

#$2(&.,+"8%./&fXP"9$%"[(/8"(0#'*.#%08"/%#(/,%+".";%/+'6#"21",2#"4('0#8"21"-()0'&$',4".,"2)&6%,%"

./#'60%")(#"4('0#8"21"&%,+',4".,"',+%6%,#"./#'60%"#$/2(4$"#$%"-2&#G".,2#$%/"/%'#%/.#'2,"21"#$%"

+2*',.,6%"21"."-()0'6O-/';.#%"-%/&-%6#';%"2,".66%-#.)0%".,+"(,.66%-#.)0%"*.#%/'.0J"Z'#$"."

+'4%&#')0%"1',%G"!)0%*.,"+%60./%+"#$%";%/+'6#"[(&#'1'%+"%;%/8#$',4"$%"%;%/"1%0#"12/"R,40.,+J219"

!
"!$  Hampshire and Lewis, "Ravages of Permissiveness," 290.  
"!% NA: LO, 2/184, “The Mouth and Oral Sex” (1969-1971).  
"!+  Ibid., internal notes.  
"!&  Ibid., letters to Elwyn Jones.  
"!'  Ibid. 
"!,  Ibid.  
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9$'&"%&&%,#'.008"&'4,.00%+"#$%"0')%/.#'2,"21".+(0#"&%Q2024'6.0"0'#%/.#(/%J"F,"!-/'0"BSTEG"a2,%&"&%,#"

&'Q"&%Q"*.,(.0&"#2"#$%"577"12/".,"2-','2,"2,"#$%'/"0%4.0".66%-#.)'0'#8".,+"#$%"1',.0"/%-2/#"'&"

/%;%.0',4J220"j," Love PositionsG".,"',&#/(6#'2,.0")22I"H'#$"-$2#24/.-$&"21"602#$%+"*2+%0&"+2',4"

%Q.6#08"H$.#"#$%"#'#0%"-/2*'&%+G"#$%"577"/%;'%H%/K&"2,08"62,6%/,"H.&"#$.#"#$%".(#$2/"#2H./+&"#$%"

%,+"21"#$%")22I"V02&#".00"&%,&%"21"-/.6#'6.)'0'#8JX"Oral Love")8"L'0)%/#"j.I0%8G"H$2"$.+"H/'##%,"

&%;%/.0"2#$%/"&%01O$%0-"4('+%&G"',60(+%+"'00(&#/.#'2,&"+%*2,&#/.#',4"2/.0"&%Q"#%6$,'3(%&".,+G"#$%"

/%;'%H%/",2#%+G"*.+%"V2)0'3(%"/%1%/%,6%&"#2")(44%/8X".&"H%00".&"#2"1%#'&$'&*G";28%(/'&*".,+"

2#$%/"V&-%6'.0"#.&#%&GX")(#"#$2(4$#"#$%")22I"',211%,&';%"62,&'+%/',4"'#"H.&"21"."#8-%"21"#%6$,'6.0"

4('+%"#$.#"H.&")%62*',4"',6/%.&',408"-2-(0./J"!&"12/"j.I0%8K&"Solo SexG"',#%,+%+"12/"#$%"

V&%Q(.008"02,%08X"',60(+',4"V-%%-',4"#2*&GX"Vj%+'-(&"62*-0%Q%&X".,+"V,8*-$2*.,'.6&GX".&"

H%00".&"12/"Kinky Kats"H$'6$"6.#%/%+"12/"0%.#$%/"1%#'&$'&*".,+"',60(+%+"-$2#24/.-$&"#$.#"

V/%10%6#%+"+2*',.#'2,GX"#$%"/%;'%H%/"$%0+",%'#$%/"62(0+")%"62,&'+%/%+"2)&6%,%J"9$%"2,08"%11%6#"

#$%8"62(0+"62,#%*-0.#%"1/2*"!00%,"\J"c2&&K&"Vice in BombayG"&%##',4"2(#"#$%"V*8&#'6".,+"%./#$08"

&%Q(.0"/'#%&"21"F,+'.X".,+"-2/#/.8',4"#$%"62(,#/8".&"V.",.#'2,"21").66$.,.0'.,"2/4'%&X"H.&"V*.&&"

%*'4/.#'2,"#2"F,+'.JX"=',.008G"H$%,"#$%"/%;'%H%/"62,&'+%/%+"a.&2,"52(40.&K&"The Age of PerversionG"

."/%#/2&-%6#';%"2,"#$%"-%/*'&&';%"&26'%#8".,+"&%Q(.0"/%;20(#'2,G"#$%8"#$2(4$#"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&"

&(11'6'%,#"',12/*.#'2,"',"#$%")22I"V#2"',&#/(6#"-%/&2,&"',"&%Q(.0"*.0-/.6#'6%&"'1"#$%8"&2"+%&'/%X"

)(#"#$.#"#$'&"+'+",2#"*%.,"'#"H.&"0'I%08"#2"+%-/.;%"2/"62//(-#".,8)2+8J"R0H8,"a2,%&".4/%%+"#$.#"

.#"#$'&"-2',#"',"#'*%"#$%/%"H.&",2"/%.&2,.)0%"-/2&-%6#"21"&(66%&&1(0"-/26%%+',4&".4.',&#".,8"21"

#$%&%")22I&J"9$'&"H.&"."+%6'&'2,"',"I%%-',4"H'#$"-2-(0./".--/2.6$%&J"F,+%%+G".662/+',4"#2"2,%"

&(/;%8"',"BSTAG"#$/%%"3(./#%/&"21"-%2-0%".4/%%+"#$.#"V.+(0#&"&$2(0+")%".)0%"#2")(8"H$.#%;%/"

',+%6%,#"%/2#'6")22I&".,+"*.4._',%&"#$%8"0'I%G"&2"02,4".&"#$%8"./%",2#"2,"-()0'6"+'&-0.8JX221"!,+"

+%&-'#%"#$%"3(.0'1'6.#'2,G"&%;%,"',"#%,"-%2-0%".+*'##%+"#$%8"$.+",%;%/".6#(.008")%%,"&%/'2(&08"

(-&%#")8".,"V',+%6%,#"+'&-0.8JX222"

"

F*-2/#.,#08G"#$2(4$G"#$'&"H.&".)2(#"*.#%/'.0"',#%,+%+"12/".+(0#&J"Z$%,"82(,4"-%2-0%"2/"6$'0+/%,"

H%/%"#$%"',#%,+%+".(+'%,6%"21"&%Q2024'6.0"*.#%/'.0G"#$%/%"62(0+")%"+'11%/%,#"/%.6#'2,&J"!&"

L%211/%8"?2H%"H/2#%"#2"#$%"M7"c'6$./+"<$./-0%&"',"M.8"BSTBG"VH$.#"*.8")%"-%/1%6#08"-/2-%/"

',"."*%+'6.0"#%Q#)22I"*.8"H%00")%"211%,&';%"'1"+'&-0.8%+"',"-()0'6G"2/"%;%,"-2&'#';%08"+.*.4',4"'1"

/%.+")8"."6$'0+JX223"9$%";%/8",%Q#"*2,#$G"5.;'+"?20)/22I"62*-0.',%+"#2"#$%"577"#$.#"."

!
""(  NA: LO, 2/193, “Oral Love” and five other books for obscenity (1970), Letter from Elwyn Jones to the DPP.  
""!  Sandbrook, 5+-+4'$#'WM4%T4,*., 452. 
"""  Ibid., 466.  
""#  NA: LO, 2/206, "Honey," Letter from Geoffrey Howe to Richard Sharples, 10 June 1971. 



! 122 

#%Q#)22I"6.00%+"How Human Life BeginsG"',#%,+%+"12/"82(,4"-%2-0%G"H.&"2)&6%,%".,+"0'I%08"#2"

+%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#J224"Y8"%./08"BSTE&"&#.,+./+&G"#$'&"H.&"6%/#.',08"."*2/%"V*2+%/,X"%+(6.#'2,.0"

#%Q#)22IJ"?20)/22I"$'4$0'4$#%+"6202(/"-$2#24/.-$&"21"4%,'#.0&"h".,"%/%6#"-%,'&G"'#&"10.66'+"

62(,#%/-./#G".,+".";(0;."h".&"H%00".&"."+'.4/.*"21"&%Q(.0"',#%/62(/&%".,+"-$2#24/.-$&"21".")'/#$"

H$'6$G".662/+',4"#2"?20)/22IG"H%/%"V;%/8"60','6.0".,+"1/'4$#%,',4G")%6.(&%"#$%8"62,#.',"-'6#(/%&"

21"&6'&&2/&"6(##',4G"/())%/"402;%&".,+"&2"12/#$JX"5%&-'#%"'#")%',4"."*2/%"-/24/%&&';%"%Q.*-0%"21"

6$'0+/%,K&"&%Q"%+(6.#'2,G"#$%".(#$2/"H.&"#$%"-/',6'-.0"0%6#(/%/".,+"$%.+"21"#$%"&6'%,6%"+';'&'2,"21"

#$%"5%-./#*%,#"21"9%.6$',4"<#(+'%&".#"`2/#$OZ%&#"7208#%6$,'6J"?20)/22I"H.&",2#"#$%"2,08"

-%/&2,"#2"62*-0.',".)2(#"'#")(#G"/%10%6#',4"#$%"%Q%/6'&%"21"*%.&(/%+"[(+4%*%,#".,+".##%*-#',4"

#2"&#.8".##(,%+"#2"-/%;.'0',4"60'*.#%&"21"-()0'6"2-','2,G"."577".&&'&#.,#"+'/%6#2/"H/2#%"',"#$%"

6.&%1'0%"#$.#"V',"&-'#%"21"#$%"<(,+.8"9'*%&G"?20)/22I".,+"x"$2&#"21"-&86$2">"2#$%/"#$%/.-'&#&"F"

+2",2#")%0'%;%"#$'&"#%,+&"#2"+%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#JX"9$%"+'/%6#2/".4/%%+".,+"#$%"6.&%"H%,#",2"

1(/#$%/J""

"

M2/%"62,#/2;%/&'.008G"#$%"%./08"BSTE&"&.H"#$%"YY=d"62,1/2,#"."&-.#%"21"*2+%/,"&%Q"%+(6.#'2,"

1'0*&J"j,%"21"#$%"*2&#",2#.)0%"%Q.*-0%&"266(//%+"H$%,"5/J"M./#',"d20%G"."$(*.,'&#"&6'%,#'&#"

.,+"(,';%/&'#8"0%6#(/%/G"-/2+(6%+"Growing Up"NBSTBP"H$'6$"H.&"#$%"1'/&#"R,40'&$O&-%.I',4"&%Q"

%+(6.#'2,"1'0*"#2"1%.#(/%"/%.0"&%Q(.0"',#%/62(/&%".,+"*.&#(/).#'2,J"9$%"1'0*"H.&"DE"*',(#%&"02,4"

.,+".'*%+".#"-(-'0&")%#H%%,"#$%".4%&"21"BD".,+"BmJ"F#"',60(+%+"."&%3(%,6%"&$2H',4"."*.,".,+"

82(, 4"H2*.,"*.&#(/).#',4"N&%-./.#%08PG".&"H%00".&"."Bm"&%62,+"&$2#"21"."$%#%/2&%Q(.0"62(-0%"

$.;',4"&%QJ"9$%"1'0*"H.&"-./#"21"d20%K&"&%/'%&"V!"`%H"!--/2.6$"#2"<%Q"R+(6.#'2,X"*.+%"',"

.&&26'.#'2,"H'#$"#$%"F,&#'#(#%"12/"<%Q"R+(6.#'2,".,+"c%&%./6$G"&(--2/#%+")8"#$%"?(*.,'&#"

* 2;%*%,#J225"̀ .).//2"6.00%+"12/"."-/2&%6(#'2,".,+"#$%"!/6$)'&$2-"21"d.,#%/)(/8"+%,2(,6%+"

#$%"1'0*J226"F#".0&2"1%.#(/%+"',"b2,412/+K&"b2/+&"+%).#%"2,"-2/,24/.-$8".,+"?20)/22IK&"

c%&-2,&')0%"<26'%#8"$.+"%*%/4%+G"',"-./#G"',"/%&-2,&%"#2"#$%"1'0*J227"Z$' #%$2(&%"02))'%+"

9$.#6$%/".&"%+(6.#'2,"&%6/%#./8")(#"9$.#6$%/G".0#$2(4$"#%00',4"7./0'.*%,#"&$%"H.&"V-%/#(/)%+X"

)8"#$%"-2&&')'0'#8"21"#$%"1'0*")%',4"&%%,"',"6$'0+/%,G"I%-#"$%/"+'&#.,6%J228"<$%"$2-%+",2"026.0"

%+(6.#'2,".(#$2/'#8"H2(0+".002H"#$%"1'0*"#2")%"&$2H,")(#"#$2(4$#"'#"H.&".#"#$%"026.0"0%;%0".,+"',"

&6$220&"#$%*&%0;%&"H$%/%"&%Q"%+(6.#'2,"-20'68"H.&")%&#"+%#%/*',%+J229"!",(*)%/"21"026.0"

%+(6.#'2,".(#$2/'#'%&G"',60(+',4"Y'/*',4$.*"H$%/%"#$%"1'0*"H.&"*.+%G"+'+"%,+"(-").,,',4"#$%"

!
""$  NA: DPP, 2/5060, David Holbrook on Pornography.  
""% Brown, ;-++84'#$%'73%)1+)-,';%)+-),, 182.   
""+  Limond, “Martin Cole’s sex education film,” 410-12. 
""& Ibid. 
""'  Ibid. 
"",  Ibid. It Is also probably right to see this, as Limond does, as partly a result of Internal Conservative Party confusion on sex as 
they "did not yet have a core concern about sexual politics," the New Right only becoming involved in this area from the 1980s.  
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."0%##%/"H.&"&%,#")8"#$%"6$'%1"62,&#.)0%"21"b',620,&$'/%"62,6%/,',4"."#%0%;'&%+"-0.8"6.00%+"Big 

Breadwinner HogG".,"%'4$#O-./#"&%/'%&".)2(#"#$%"/'&%"21"."82(,4"b2,+2,"4.,4&#%/"#$/2(4$"#$%"
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9$%"%,&(',4"+'&6(&&'2,"0.'+"*(6$"21"#$%"4/2(,+H2/I"12/"1(#(/%"62,&'+%/.#'2,&"21"2)&6%,%"

#%0%;'&'2,J"M(6$"21"#$'&"6%,#/%+"./2(,+"#$%"#%6$,'6.0'#'%&"21"#$%"j7! J"=2/"%Q.*-0%G"H.&"."

)/2.+6.&#".,"V./#'60%X^"Z.&"'#"V+'&#/')(#%+X^"Z$'0&#"',"#$%"6.&%"21 Big Breadwinner Hog"#$%"577K&"

62(,&%0"#$2(4$#".,"211%,6%"*.8"-2&&')08"$.;%")%%,"62**'##%+".#"62**2,"0.HG"#$%".+;'&',4"

!
"#(  Cole decided to exhibit another film entitled 54"0-8'>,+4%*$0%14 during a lecture to the Legal Society of the Guild of 
Undergraduates at the University of Liverpool on 28 January 1974. This film was divided into five parts in which a nude couple 
on a blanket-covered mattress illustrate what the narration describes: foreplay, male and female masturbation, intercourse in 
various positions, and a “complete” ten-minute sequence with all the stages in order. The rationale behind the film, according to 
a representative of the Sex Education Committee which had been established in Liverpool to advise on sex education in schools, 
was that educational material continued to be overly clinical and was therefore not only unhelpful and irrelevant but 
fundamentally dishonest because of the total omission of pleasure and enjoyment. By this point Cole had already shown the film 
to many different university bodies - mainly medical and legal faculties - without complaints, and he had been assured the 
Liverpool lecture would be a private meeting. This particular showing, however, was brought to the attention of the DPP after a 
police complaint was filed. On 10 April 1974 Inspector Murray of Special branch visited Cole at this house to explain the nature 
of the allegations and inform him that before a proper investigations the DPP’s views would be sought as to whether the film 
could be held to be obscene. Arrangements were made for Norman Skelhorn to view 54"0-8'>,+4%*$0%14'in July 1974 after which he 
decided no proceedings were warranted as long as guarantees were attained from Cole that he would only show the film to 
undergraduates and medical schools, and not secondary or primary schools. This was a measured judgement; when people who 
attended the Liverpool lecture were asked for their thoughts, they were overwhelmingly in support of both the film and Cole’s 
intentions. No other complaints were made by people who were ever actually in the audience. It had been Louise Eickhoff who 
had registered her complaint in Birmingham which was subsequently forwarded to the chief constable in Liverpool. 
"#!  NA: LO, 2/195, Broadcasting: television: film clips; obscenity; films; obscene legal position (1970-1971). 
"#"  Ibid. 
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!
"## Ibid. 
"#$ 2)M41, 16 April 1969, 2.!
"#% NA: LO, 2/243, “Flesh”: obscenity: films, obscene: Cinematograph Act 1909 (1970). 
"#+ Ibid. !
"#& “Andy Warhol’s FLESH,” 2-+4, www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/warhol-andy-warhols-flesh-aroo379 [accessed 27 January 
2020]. !
"#'  Parliamentary Debates (Commons), 797, 12 March 1970, 371.!
"#,  NA: LO, 2/243, “Flesh.”!
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#$%"*2&#"+%-%,+%,#"(-2,G".,+"#$%"$%.;'%&#"62,&(*%/&"21"-/24/.**%&"21".";'20%,#",.#(/%JX247"

9$%"/%-2/#".0&2"0%+"#2".,"F9\"%Q-%/'*%,#")%4',,',4"',"!(4(&#"BSTA"',"#$%"M'+0.,+&"',"H$'6$"."

&8*)20"h"."&*.00"2(#0',%"/%6#.,40%"&(-%/'*-2&%+"2,"#$%")2##2*"0%1#O$.,+"62/,%/"21"#$%"&6/%%,"h"

H2(0+")%"(&%+"#2"',+'6.#%"-/24/.**%&".)2(#"H$'6$".";%/).0"H./,',4G"H$'6$"#$%"FY!".0/%.+8"

!
"$(  Ibid. 
"$!  NA: LO, 2/243, “Flesh.” 
"$"  Ibid. 
"$# NA: LO, 2/195, Rawlinson to Whitehouse.  
"$$ Ibid.!
"$% 2484:)1)$,'2$&-., 12 July 1973, 14. 
"$+ Ibid.!
"$& Ibid. 



! 126 

/%3('/%+G"$.+")%%,"4';%,")%6.(&%"21"#$%'/"-2&&')08"+'&#(/)',4",.#(/%J248"9$%"/%-2/#"%*-$.&'&%+"

#$.#"&-%6'.0"6./%"&$2(0+")%"#.I%,")%12/%"%Q-2&',4"82(,4"6$'0+/%,".,+"#$%"V%*2#'2,.008C&26'.008"

',&%6(/%X"#2"-&86$2024'6.0";'20%,6%"&(6$".&"#$/%.#&G"*%,.6%G".,+"V+2*%&#'6"2/"',#%/-%/&2,.0"

1/'6#'2,JX"F#".0&2"/%62**%,+%+"I%%-',4"-/24/.**%&"#$.#"H%/%"(,&('#.)0%"12/"6$'0+/%,"#2"#$%"

0.#%/"%;%,',4".,+"#$.#"-/24/.**%&"62,#.',',4"&6%,%&"21";'20%,6%"&$2(0+",2#")%")(,6$%+"

#24%#$%/J"F#"+'+G"$2H%;%/G".6I,2H0%+4%"#$%"'*-2/#.,6%"21"-/%&%/;',4"./#'&#'6"1/%%+2*".,+"#$%"

,%%+"#2"1',+"."&('#.)0%").0.,6%")%#H%%,"#$%&%"#H2"'*-%/.#';%&J249"9$%"2(#62*%G"#$%,G"H.&"

.,2#$%/")/2.+08"',62,&%3(%,#'.0".--%.0"#2"#$%"V,%%+"#2"1',+").0.,6%JX"

"

M2/.0'&#".6#';'&#&G"#$%/%12/%G"62,#',(%+"#2"*.I%"(&%"21"#$%"62(/#&J"j,"BW"a.,(./8"BSTAG"12/"

%Q.*-0%G"#$%"92/8".6#';'&#G"12/*%/"0.H"&#(+%,#G"d$(/6$"21"R,40.,+"62**(,'6.,#G".,+"62O2H,%/"

21"#$%"Guinness Book of World RecordsG"c2&&"M6Z$'/#%/G"H2,"."#%*-2/./8"',[(,6#'2,"#2"&#2-"F9\"

#%0%;'&',4"."+26(*%,#./8"*.+%")8"5.;'+"Y.'0%8".)2(#"N8%#".4.',P"!,+8"Z./$20".,+"$'&"

%,#2(/.4%G"Warhol: Artist and FilmmakerG"H$'6$"&2*%",%H&-.-%/&"H%/%"+%&6/')',4".&"."V-%/*'&&';%"

&$26I%/JX250"M6Z$'/#%/"$.+".0/%.+8"',&#'#(#%+"0%4.0"-/26%%+',4&",',%"#'*%&"',"V+%1%,6%"21"#$%"

0.HJX251"?%"/%[%6#%+".66(&.#'2,&"$%"H.&"-/(+'&$"2/"6%,&2/'2(&k"$'&"*2#';%&"6.*%G"$%"&.'+G"V1/2*"."

&20'#./8"-.&&'2,"12/"#$%"/(0%"21"0.HX".,+"$%"+%&6/')%+"$'*&%01".&"."V&',40%O*',+%+"0')%/#./'.,"H$2"

0'I%&"#2"&%%"#$%"0.H&"I%-#JX252"j,"#$%"+.8"#$%"+26(*%,#./8"H.&"+(%"#2")%".'/%+"M6Z$'/#%/"H%,#"

#2"#$%"?'4$"d2(/#"j11'6%"',"b2,+2,".,+".0#$2(4$"a(&#'6%"=2/)%&"+'&*'&&%+"#$%"6.&%"12/".,"

',[(,6#'2,"2,"#$%").&'&"2,08"#$%".##2/,%8"4%,%/.0"62(0+"#.I%".6#'2,"#2"+%1%,+"#$%"-()0'6G"

M6Z$'/#%/"#$%,"H%,#"/2(,+"#$%"62/,%/"#2"#$%"!--%.0"d2(/#".,+"H.'#%+"(,#'0"b2/+"5%,,',4".,+"

$'&"#H2"1%002H".--%.0"[(+4%&"',#%//(-#%+"#$%"6.&%"#$%8"H%/%"$%./',4".,+"#$%"',[(,6#'2,"H.&"

4/.,#%+"12/"Bi"+.8&")8"."#H2"#2"2,%"*.[2/'#8J253"b2/+"5%,,',4K&"2-','2,"H.&"#$.#"#$%"FY!"&$2(0+"

/%&-%6#"#$%"V&'0%,#"*.[2/'#8"21"422+"-%2-0%JX"Z$%,"-/%&%,#%+"H'#$"#$%"VH$8",2#"[(&#"#(/,"211X"

./4(*%,#")8"#$%"-/%&&G"M6Z$'/#%/"./4(%+"#$.#"$%"V&$2(0+",2#")%"-(#"',"#$%"-2&'#'2,"',"*8"2H,"

$2*%"21"$.;',4"#2"+2"&2JX 254""7%2-0%"H'#$"V1/.'0"+%1%,6%&GX"$%"&.'+G"&$2(0+"6%/#.',08",2#")%"

%Q-2&%+"#2"#$'&"I',+"21"+26(*%,#./8@"V."1.#"4'/0"+.()',4"-.',#"2,"6.,;.&"H'#$"$%/")./%")/%.&#&"'&"

(,%+'18',4G"(,6';'0'&%+G"(,,%6%&&./8k".,+G"',"."-2H%/1(0".,+"',#/(&';%"*%+'(*G"'#"'&"#2#.008".4.',&#"

#$%"0.HJX""

"

!
"$'  Ibid. 
"$,  Ibid.!
"%( 2)M41, 18 January 1973, 2.!
"%! 50,&-.'2)M41, 21 January 1973, 4.!
"%" 2)M41, 18 January 1973, 2.!
"%# 50,&-.'2)M41, 21 January 1973, 4.!
"%$ 2)M41, 18 January 1973, 2.!
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&'Q"-%/"6%,#J"9$'&"',;.0'+.#%+"60.'*&"#$%"-/24/.**%"H.&"."/%-%00%,#"-%/*'&&';%"&$26I%/@"TA"-.-%/"

6%,#"#$2(4$#"V.00"#$%"1(&&"H.&".)2(#",2#$',4X".,+ "TD"-%/"6%,#"12(,+"'#"V)2/',4JX"F,"/%&-2,&%G"

` \!b!"3(2#%+"#$%"6.&%"21"2,%"V82(,4"H%00O).0.,6%+"H2*.,X"H$2"$.+")%%,"$.;',4"

V$2//'18',4"1.,#.&'%&"',"$%/"+/%.*&X".,+"H.&"'00"12/"&%;%/.0"+.8&G"V&2";';'+".,+"0.&#',4"$.+"#$%"

*2,&#/2&'#'%&")%%,JX256"Y(#"%;'+%,#08"12/"*2&#"21"#$%".+(0#";'%H',4"-()0'6"#$%/%"H.&"0'##0%"211%,6%"

)%',4"#.I%,".#")/2.+6.&#&"0'I%"#$'&"2,%J"d2,#/2;%/&'.0"-/24/.**%&"H%/%"4%,%/.008"I%-#"(,#'0".1#%/"

#$%"H.#%/&$%+G".,+"*2&#".+(0#&".--./%,#08"+'+",2#"#.I%",2#'6%"21"H$.#"M./8"Z$'#%$2(&%"2/"c2&&"

M6Z$'/#%/"#20+"#$%*"#$%8"62(0+".,+"62(0+",2#"H.#6$J""

"

The Violent Film Controversy, 1971-3 

 

!#"#$%"%,+"21"a(08"BSTBG"9/%;%08.,"/%#'/%+"1/2*"#$%"YY=d@"V+%-/.;%+".,+"62//(-#%+G"21"62(/&%G"

.1#%/"&%%',4"&2"*.,8"2)&6%,%"1'0*&J"Y(#".0&2")2/%+"&#'11JX257"9$'&"H.&"."#'*%08"/%&'4,.#'2,".&"'#"

*%.,#"$'&"&(66%&&2/"<#%-$%,"M(/-$8G"/.#$%/"#$.,"9/%;%08.,G"H2(0+"$.;%"#2"+%.0"H'#$"#$%"

6%/#'1'6.#'2,"62,#/2;%/&8"2;%/";'20%,#".,+"&%Q(.008";'20%,#"1'0*&")%#H%%,"BSTB".,+"BSTAJ"F#"'&"

H2/#$"/%-%.#',4"#$.#"H$'0&#"1'0*"6%,&2/&$'-"#%,+%+"#2")%"2(#&2(/6%+"#2"#$%"YY=dG"026.0"

.(#$2/'#'%&"(0#'*.#%08"$.+"1',.0"&.8"2,"H$'6$"1'0*&"H%/%"4/.,#%+"6%/#'1'6.#'2,"',"#$%'/"[(/'&+'6#'2,&J"

Z$'0&#"*2&#".66%-#%+"YY=d"+%6'&'2,&G"&2*%"+'+",2#J"9$%"LbdG"12/"',&#.,6%G"$.+"'#&"2H,"

6%,&2/&$'-"2-%/.#'2,"12/".00"6',%*.&"',"'#&"./%.".,+"',"'#&"/%4(0.#'2,&".+2-#%+"#$%"0.,4(.4%"21"#$%"

j7!G"H$'6$"H.&".6#(.008"."#2(4$%/"2)&6%,'#8"#%&#"#$.,"#$%"2,%"(&%+")8"#$%"YY=dJ258"9$%"

62,#/2;%/&8"2;%/"#$%"&#/',4"21";'20%,#"1'0*&"/%0%.&%+"',"#$%"%./08"BSTE&"$.&".0/%.+8"/%6%';%+"

62,&'+%/.)0%".##%,#'2,".,+"&2"'#"'&",2#"',#%,+%+"#2"-/2;'+%".,"',O+%-#$".662(,#"$%/%J"F,+%%+G"

$.;',4"/%6%,#08"6%0%)/.#%+"'#&"mEth"/%0%.&%".,,';%/&./8"2,%"21"#$%"*2&#"1.*2(&"%Q.*-0%&G"A 

Clockwork Orange"NBSTBPG"$.&")%%,"#$%"&()[%6#"21"."&-.#%"21",%H".,+"',#%/%&#',4"&6$20./08"/%&%./6$"

2,"#$%"1'0*".,+"'#&"&26'.0G"-20'#'6.0G".,+"6(0#(/.0"'*-.6#&J259"9$%/%"./%G"$2H%;%/G"."1%H"(&%1(0"

2)&%/;.#'2,&"#$.#"6.,")%"*.+%"H$'6$"./%"/%0%;.,#"$%/%J""

!
"%% K0-%&)-,, 5 May 1973, 8.!
"%+ Ibid@!
"%& 50,&-.'2)M41, 28 February 1971, 15. 
"%' Hilliard, Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+.< 182. Hilliard notes that this actually denied the broader censorship power wielded by the BBFC 
because the OPA set a much higher bar.  
"%, See "50 Years of L'78$*SH$%S'!%-,T4 (1971)," Special Issue of I)1+$%)*-8'O$0%,-8'$#'=)8M<'9-&)$'-,&'2484:)1)$, 42:1 (2022).  
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V6/'#'6&"3(%(%+"(-"#2"+%,2(,6%+"e()/'6IG"Y(/4%&&".,+"#$%"YY=dp.6/2&&"#$%"62(,#/8"026.0"

.(#$2/'#'%&"+%0.8%+"#$%"1'0*K&"2-%,',4G"+%*.,+%+"*2/%"6(#&"2/"%;%,"'*-2&%+"2(#/'4$#").,&JX260"

Y(#G".&"a2&%-$"5./0',4#2,"$.&"&$2H,G"#$'&"H.&"."/%#/2&-%6#';%"-.,'6J"Z$%,"#$%"1'0*"H.&"','#'.008"

/%0%.&%+"'#"H.&"H./*08"/%6%';%+")2#$"-2-(0./08".,+"6/'#'6.008J261"Z$%,"&2*%"#.)02'+&"-(#"2,"."

&6/%%,',4"',"b2,+2,"#2"*%.&(/%"-()0'6"/%&-2,&%G"V#$%"*.[2/'#8";%/+'6#"H.&"#$.#"21"',+(&#/8"

6/'#'6&@"])/'00'.,#GK"#$%8"+%6'+%+G"])(#"&'6I%,',4JKX262"Y(#G".&"H'00")%"/%#(/,%+"#2"',"#$%",%Q#"&%6#'2,G"

*.,(1.6#(/',4"."H'+%&-/%.+"-.,'6"H.&"."H.8"#$.#"#.)02'+&"62(0+"',6/%.&%"&.0%&J"9$%"Daily Mail 

',&'&#%+"#$.#"#$%"*2;'%"*'4$#"I'6I&#./#".,"V2/.,4%"6(0#X"H$'6$"62(0+"0%.+"#2"1.&6'&*J263"9$%"

Sunday Telegraph"60.'*%+"#$%/%"H.&"4%,%/.0".0./*"2;%/"#$%"1'0*".,+"#$.#"#$%"V2;%/H$%0*',408"

-2&'#';%"6/'#'6.0"/%&-2,&%X"H.&"#$%"VH2/I"21"."+%6.+%,#"0')%/.0"%0'#%JX264"!&"5./0',4#2,"&$2H&G"#$%"

2,08"0%##%/".6#(.008"/%6%';%+"1/2*"."*%*)%/"21"#$%"-()0'6"H$'6$".--%./%+"',"#$%"-/%&&"

.--/2.6$',4"V#$%"0%;%0"21"+'&62(/&%"1.;2(/%+")8"#$%"#.)02'+&X"H.&"%,#'#0%+"V!;%/&'2,"9$%/.-8"

12/"Y(/4%&&GX".,+"%;%,"#$%,"#$%"H/'#%/"$.+",2#"/%.+"#$%")22I",2/"&%%,"#$%"1'0*J265"?2H%;%/G"',"

!-/'0"BSTA"."$2*%0%&&"*.,"H.&"*(/+%/%+")8"."*.,",.*%+"c'6$./+"7.0*%/"H$2G"#$%"-/2&%6(#'2,"

.&&%/#%+G"$.+"+'&6(&&%+"#$%")22I".,+"1'0*"H'#$"1/'%,+&")%12/%"#$%"*(/+%/J266"9$'&"%;%,#"+'+"

','#'.#%"."#/%,+"12/"62,,%6#',4"/.,+2*"6/'*%&"#2"#$%"1'0*k"."-$%,2*%,2,G"'#"'&"'*-2/#.,#"#2"-2',#"

2(#G"#$.#"2,08"266(//%+"',"Y/'#.',J"9$%"Daily Mirror"$.+"%;%,"62*-'0%+"."0'&#"21"6/'*%&"'#"#$2(4$#"

62(0+")%"62,,%6#%+"#2"A Clockwork Orange".,+"$.+G"5./0',4#2,"./4(%&G"V/%H/'##%,"#$%"$'&#2/8"21"

#$%"1'0*K&"/%6%-#'2,X")8"&(44%&#',4"#$.#"%;%,"1/2*"#$%"1'/&#"*2*%,#"#$%"1'0*".--%./%+"'#"H.&"

.0*2&#"(,.,'*2(&08"62,+%*,%+J267"

"

Z$.#"H.&"&'4,'1'6.,#"$%/%"H.&"',#'*.#'2,&"21"."62,,%6#'2,")%#H%%,";'20%,#"1'0*".,+"'*'#.#';%"

;'20%,#")%$.;'2(/J"9$'&"H.&"."&()#08"+'11%/%,#G"*2/%"-/%6'&%"60.'*"#$.,"H$.#"&2*%"*2/.0'&#&"H%/%"

62,#%*-2/.,%2(&08"&.8',4".)2(#"&%Q(.008"%Q-0'6'#".,+"-2/,24/.-$'6"*.#%/'.0J"R&-%6'.008"2,"#$%"

!
"+(  Sandbrook, 5+-+4'$#'WM4%T4,*., 448. 
"+!  Darlington, “The Art of Moral Panic?”, 120. 
"+"  Ibid., 121. 
"+# Ibid.  
"+$ Ibid. 
"+% Ibid. 
"++ (-)8.'Z-)8, 4 July 1973, 14. 
"+& Darlington, “The Art of Moral Panic?”, 122-23. 
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/'4$#G"#$'&"H.&".0&2"62*)',%+"H'#$"4/2H',4"4%,%/.#'2,.0".,Q'%#'%&J"<%;%/.0"8%./&".1#%/"#$%"1'0*K&"
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H'+%&-/%.+".,+"#$%/%"H%/%"H%%I08"',6'+%,#&"21"#$%"V82(,4"#(/,',4"2,"#$%"20+".,+"+%1%,6%0%&&JX268"

9$'&"H.&G"21"62(/&%G".,"./4(*%,#".4.',&#"-%/*'&&';%,%&&".&"."H$20%G".,+"L.&I%00"-',,%+")0.*%"

2,"#$%")/%.I+2H,"21"#/.+'#'2,.0"1.*'08"&#/(6#(/%&J"Y(#"%;%,".0*2&#"."+%6.+%"0.#%/G"#$%"Daily Mail"

H%/%"/%-2/#',4"2,"#$%"Vd026IH2/I"j/.,4%"#%//2/X".,+"Vd026IH2/I"j/.,4%"&#80%X"/.'+&J269"""

"

9$%"2#$%/"I%8"6.&%"'#"'&"H2/#$")/'%108"+'&6(&&',4"H.&"Y%/,./+2"Y%/#20(66'K&"Last Tango in Paris"

NBSTAPJ"Last Tango")%6.*%",2#2/'2(&"12/"'#&"&2+2*8"&6%,%"',"H$'6$"M./02,"Y/.,+2K&"6$./.6#%/"

/.-%&"M./'."<6$,%'+%/K&J"Y%/#20(66'"H2(0+"0.#%/"/%;%.0"<6$,%'+%/"$.+",2#")%%,"#20+"$2H"#$%"

&2+2*8"&6%,%"H2(0+")%"+2,%")%6.(&%"$%"H.,#%+"."4%,(',%"$(*'0'.#%+"/%.6#'2,J"Time"6.00%+"#$%&%"

&6%,%&"V(,-/%6%+%,#%+X"',"1%.#(/%"1'0*J270"̀ %; %/#$%0%&&"#$%"YY=d"4/.,#%+"#$%"1'0*".,"VsX"

6%/#'1'6.#%".,+"#$%"12002H',4"+.8"Z$'#%$2(&%"+%*.,+%+"#$%"/%&'4,.#'2,"21"#$%"H$20%"Y2./+J"

M.,8"-/%&&"62**%,#.#2/&")%0'%;%+"#$%"1'0*"H2(0+"/%&(0#"',"."0%4.0"#%&#"6.&%"H$'6$"'#"H2(0+",2#"

H',".,+"#$.#".,8"62**(,'#8"#$.#"+'+",2#"&$2H"'#&"+'&.--/2;.0"#2"."1'0*"0'I%"Last Tango"+%&%/;%+"

#2")%"6.00%+"+%6.+%,#J271"c.8*2,+"Y0.6I)(/,"#$/%.#%,%+"0%4.0".6#'2,".4.',&#"#$%"YY=d")(#"',"#$%"

%;%,#"-/';.#%".6#'2,"H.&")/2(4$#")8"."+'11%/%,#"&%/'.0"0'#'4.,#G"R/,&#"<$.6I0%#2,"21"#$%"!6#'2,"

L/2(-"2,"!)(&%"21"b.H"N!L!bPJ"<$.6I0%#2,"H.&"."/%#'/%+"&26'.0"H2/I%/"',"H'#$"."0.H"+%4/%%"

.,+"H.&"."*%*)%/"21"#$%"<.0;.#'2,"!/*8J"?%"$.+"+/.1#%+"$'&"2H,"Obscenity in Schools Bill"',"BSTB"

.,+"H.&"H%00"I,2H,"#2"#$%"577J"?%"H/2#%"#2"#$%"j)&6%,%"7()0'6.#'2,&"5%-./#*%,#"21"#$%"

M%#/2-20'#.,"720'6%"-2',#',4"#2"."VH'+%&-/%.+"',+'4,.#'2,"#$/2(4$2(#"#$%"62(,#/8X"#$.#"#$'&"1'0*"

H.&")%',4".002H%+"."-()0'6"&$2H',4")(#"#$%"-20'6%K&"-2&'#'2,"H.&"#$.#"YY=dO6%/#'1'%+"1'0*&"

-.&&%+"12/"%Q$')'#'2,")8"026.0".(#$2/'#'%&"+'+",2#"1.00"H'#$',"#$%"&62-%"21"#$%"j7!J272"F#"H.&"#/(%"

1'0*"screenings"+'+",2#"1.00"(,+%/"#$%"j7!")(#"<$.6I0%#2,"62,#%,+%+"h"#%,(2(&08G"2,"#$%"1.6%"21"'#"

h"#$.#"#$%"!6#"+'+",2#"%Q60(+%"+'&#/')(#',4G"6'/6(0.#',4"2/"&%00',4".,"2)&6%,%"1'0*G".,+"$%"./4(%+"

#$.#"."+'&#/')(#2/G"',"-.&&',4"-/',#&"#2".,"%Q$')'#2/G"*.8"$.;%"V-()0'&$%+"H'#$',"#$%"*%.,',4"21"

#$%"j7!JX"9$%"-20'6%"/%[%6#%+"#$'&G")(#"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%".6I,2H0%+4%+"<$.6I0%#2,"*'4$#"$.;%"."

-2',#"N',"1.6#"#$%8"$.+"#$%*&%0;%&"-/';.#%08"62,&'+%/%+"#$'&"-/%;'2(&08PJ273"9$%"?2*%"j11'6%"#20+"

<$.6I0%#2,"#$%"',#%/-/%#.#'2,"H2(0+"$.;%"#2")%"+%#%/*',%+"',"62(/#")(#".1#%/"022I',4".#"#$%"

!
"+'  (-)8.'Z-)8, 8 August 1978, 6. 
"+,  (-)8.'Z-)8, 31 January 1980, 26. 
"&( 2)M4, 22 January 1973. 
"&!  (-)8.'Z-)8, 12 January 1973; W:4,),T'J4H1, 16 March 1973 
"&" NA: MEPO, 26/357, "Last Tango In Paris" (1973-5), Ernst Shackleton to Metropolitan Police.  
"&# Ibid., Internal memo.  
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a2,%&"+%6'+%+"#$%/%"H.&"',"1.6#",2"6.&%"#2".,&H%/".,+"#$%"[(/8"/%#(/,%+".",2#"4('0#8";%/+'6#J276"
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7.##%/&2,"&.'+"$%"H2(0+"2,08"6$.,4%"$'&"*',+"'1"#$%/%"H.&"V."62*-0%#%08"4%,(',%"62,6%/,"

62*',4"2(#"21"#$%"62**(,'#8X".,+"$%"&.'+"$%"$.+",2#")%%,"'*-/%&&%+")8"$.;',4"/%6%';%+"Vim"

0%##%/&"1/2*"c%'4.#%"2/"9/(/2G".00"1/.*%+"',"#$%"&.*%"H.8".,+".//';',4"2,"#$%"&.*%"+.8G"-2&#%+"',"

#$%"&.*%"0%##%/")2Q%&JX"92"7.##%/&2,K&"*',+"#$'&"H.&"V,2#"#/(%".,+"4%,(',%"62,6%/,J"F#"'&"[(&#"."

*.[2/"-20'#'6.0"02))8"h"2/"."*',2/"2,%JX279""

!
"&$ Ibid.  
"&% Ibid.   
"&+ (-)8.'2484T%-Y3, 26 November 1974, 3.  
"&& Ibid.  
"&'  NA: MEPO, 26/357.  
"&,  K0-%&)-,, 17 February 1973, 24.  
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.%"(>'1)%"2*N<>/(#$)(*U6$/1P*

(

9$%"3(%&#'2,"*'4$#")%".&I%+"21"H$.#"#$%"-2/,24/.-$8"+%).#%&"21"#$%"%./08"BSTE&".*2(,#%+"#2J"

9$%"1'/&#"2)&%/;.#'2,"H$'6$"*'4$#")%"*.+%"'&"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&"."+%1','#%"#/'(*-$"21"#$%"Z201%,+%,"

-/',6'-0%@"H$'0&#"#$%"&#.#%"&$2(0+"/%4(0.#%"-()0'6"',#/(&'2,&G"H$.#".+(0#&"62,&(*%+"',"-/';.#%"h"

',60(+',4"H$.#"#$%8"H%,#"#2"&%%".#"#$%"6',%*."2/"#$%.#/%G"2/"H$.#"#$%8"H.#6$%+"2,"#%0%;'&'2,"h"

H.&"#$%'/")(&',%&&J"9$'&"+2%&",2#"&'4,.0".--/2;.0"21"2)&6%,'#8"2/"-2/,24/.-$8")(#"/.#$%/"."

)/2.+08"$%0+"0')%/.0"',+';'+(.0'&*G"H$.#"?'00'./+"$.&"/%1%//%+"#2"."V,%'4$)2(/08"0')%/.0'&*JX280"!&"

#$%")2(,+./'%&"21".66%-#.)'0'#8"62,#',(%+"#2"%Q-.,+"',"#$%"%./08"BSTE&G".--%.0&"#2"."62**2,"

*2/.0'#8".,+"#$%"'+%."#$.#"%;%,"H$.#".,"',+';'+(.0"42#"(-"#2"',"-/';.#%"H.&"H'#$',"#$%"0.HK&"

-(/;'%HG"1.'0%+"#2"/%&2,.#%"',"."62(,#/8"#$.#"H.&")%62*',4"*2/%"&%6(0./G"-0(/.0".,+"'//%0'4'2(&J""

"

F#"H.&",2#".&"'1"',#%00'4%,#"-%2-0%"2,"#$%"-/2O6%,&2/&$'-"&'+%"0'I%"M./8"Z$'#%$2(&%G"c.8*2,+"

Y0.6I)(/,"2/"R/,&#"<$.6I0%#2,"H%/%"(,.H./%"#$.#"#$%'/")/.,+"21"*2/.0".(#$2/'#./'.,'&*"H.&"

12(,+%+"2,"."#%//.',"#$.#"H.&"6200.-&',4")%12/%"#$%'/"%8%&J"=.'0',4"#2"H',"$%./#&".,+"*',+&".,+"

62,1/2,#%+"H'#$"H$.#"#$%8"-%/6%';%+".&"-%/*'&&';%"',.6#'2,"2,"#$%"-./#"21"#$%"-20'6%".,+"577G"

*2/.0".6#2/&"*.+%"4/%.#%/"(&%"',"#$'&"-%/'2+"21"-/';.#%"0'#'4.#'2,J"<2*%#'*%&G"(&(.008"H$%,"#$%8"

2,08"$.+"#2"62,;',6%"."*.4'&#/.#%"/.#$%/"#$.,"."[(/8G"#$%8"$.+"&(66%&&%&"H'#$"#$'&J"!#"#$%"&.*%"

#'*%G"#$%/%"H.&".0&2"."#(/,"#2H./+&"*2/%"+'/%6#"#$/%.#J"!&"."&',40%"%Q.*-0%G"#2H./+&"#$%"%,+"21"

BSTA"<$.6I0%#2,"H/2#%"#2"#$%"*.,.4%/"21"."&*.00",%H&.4%,#G"?'4$H2/#$"`%H&G"#2"&.8"$%"H.&"

V;%/8"&2//8"#2"1',+"#$.#"82("./%"+'&-0.8',4"2,"82(/"&$%0;%&".,+"&%00',4"#2"#$%"-()0'6"#H2"

*.4._',%&"7%,#$2(&%".,+"M.81.'/"H$'6$"./%"*.,'1%&#08"2)&6%,%JX281"<$.6I0%#2,".&I%+"#$%"

,%H&.4%,#"#2"62,&'+%/"$'&"/%&-2,&')'0'#8".,+"#$%"%;'0"%11%6#&"21"&(6$"0'#%/.#(/%"2,"#$%"#2H,J"?%"

.0&2".&I%+"12/".&&(/.,6%&"#$%"*.4._',%&"H2(0+")%"/%*2;%+"1/2*"#$%"&$%0;%&".,+",2"62-'%&"&20+"

#2"#$%"-()0'6@"VF1"82("./%"(,.)0%"#2"4';%"*%"#$'&".&&(/.,6%"F"H'00"$.;%",2".0#%/,.#';%")(#"#2"0.8".,"

',12/*.#'2,".4.',&#"82(")%12/%"#$%"M.4'&#/.#%&"(,+%/"#$%"j)&6%,%"7()0'6.#'2,&"!6#"BSmSJX"9$'&"

H.&"."&%/'2(&"%,2(4$"#$/%.#"12/"#$%"&*.00",%H&.4%,#"#2"62*-08J""

"

<%62,+08G"'#"'&"60%./"$2H"*(6$"21"."&#.4,.,#"+%).#%"#$'&"H.&".#"#$%"-20'#'6.0".,+"0%4.0"0%;%0"',"#$%"

1'/&#"-./#"21"#$%"BSTE&J"b22I',4").6I".#"#$%"+%6.+%"1/2*"#$%";.,#.4%"-2',#"21"BSTSG"5.;'+"

Y%,%+'6#(&G"/%-2/#',4"2,"6%,&2/&$'-"',"Y/'#.',"12/"#$%"New StatesmanG"2)&%/;%+"$2H"&#.#'6"#$%"

&'#(.#'2,"/%*.',%+J282"?%"H/2#%"$2H"%;%/8"#'*%".,2#$%/"/%-2/#".--%./%+G"V#$2&%"H$2"1',+"#$%'/"

!
"'(  Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 201.  
"'!  NA: DPP, 2/5060. 
"'"  J4H'5+-+41M-,, 21 December 1979, 98. 
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62,60(&'2,&"(,.66%-#.)0%"&-/',4"',#2".6#'2,"0'I%"%0%6#/'6"$./%&"12/%;%/"/(,,',4"./2(,+"#$%"&.*%"

-.#6$"21"+'/#8"4/.&&G",%;%/"+/.H',4".H.8"1/2*"#$%"-(/&(',4"4/%8$2(,+&"8%#",%;%/"4%##',4"

6.(4$#JX"?%"62,60(+%+@"

"

!A*",B'#,*%#,*0)3#"-(7,#.%)'(&'*0$;#R*(%/%&#1"&%'#,(#2+(7&0'*#,*%#-+7%#$%).0+#0'#$&(.+"080)3#,*",#*%#\(&#*0'#8"',%&']#

E)(4'#-%',6#4*0.*#0'#"#-&"/%#$&(.+"8",0()#,(#8"E%FP#1()B,#%/%)#E)(4#4*",#0'#-%',#2(&#8%FH7,#02#,*%&%#0'#"#+"&3%#

,&%%#'*"10)3#8=#'8"++#3"&1%)#2&(8#,*%#'7)#\"'#,*%&%#4"']6#P#&%.E()#,(#3%,#&01#(2#,*%#,&%%6#")1#'%%#*(4#,*%#3"&1%)#

2+(7&0'*%'#\0,B'#1(0)3#20)%];#5)1#'*(7+1#"#1%$7,",0()#(2#)%03*-(7&'#.(8%#."++0)3#")1#,%++#8%#,*",6#4*%,*%&#P#+0E%#0,#(&#

)(,6#,*%#,&%%#4"'#3((1#2(&#,*%#3"&1%)6#")1#,*%=B/%#3(,#&%$(&,'#-=#+%"&)%1#.(880,,%%'#,(#$&(/%#0,#")1#40++#P#$+"),#

")(,*%&#()%#",#().%6#P#'*"++#97(,%#f(+,"0&%#",#,*%8#g#'%&/%#,*%8#&03*,#g#")1#,%++#,*%8#,(#.7+,0/",%#,*%0&#(4)#3"&1%)#

")1#+%"/%#80)%#-%;<#

"

!"1',%"&#.#%*%,#"21"V,%'4$)2(/08"0')%/.0'&*X"',+%%+"N.0#$2(4$"-%/$.-&"2,%"#$.#"+'+",2#G"#2"

62,#',(%"#$%"*%#.-$2/G"#.I%"',#2".662(,#"#$%"-2&&')'0'#8"21"&$./%+"4./+%,&PJ":0#'*.#%08"#$%"

,.#'2,.0"62,#%&#"2;%/"-2/,24/.-$8"',"#$'&"-%/'2+"H.&";')/.,#")(#"62,#',(%+"#2"/%;20;%"./2(,+"

&()[%6#';%"[(+4%*%,#&"H'#$",2".--./%,#"$2-%"21"."&.#'&18',4"&20(#'2,J""

"

F,"BSTWG"+(/',4"."b2/+&"+%).#%"2,"2)&6%,'#8".,+"-2/,24/.-$8G"\'&62(,#"`2/H'6$"3(2#%+"

M./'08,"M2,/2%"#$.#"V&%Q"'&"$%/%"#2"&#.8JX283"<6%-#'6.0"21".,8",2#'2,"21"V&#.,+./+&"21"+%6%,68GX"

$%"./4(%+G"VH%"$.;%"#2"#$',I".)2(#"H$%#$%/"#$%"-()0'6".#"0./4%"'&";%/8"%.&'08"2(#/.4%+J"F"+2",2#"

)%0'%;%"'#"'&pF"&(44%&#"#$.#"-2/,24/.-$8"H2(0+",2#")%"%Q-.,+',4"',".00"+'/%6#'2,&"'1"#$%/%"H%/%"

,2"-()0'6"12/"'#pF"6$%6I%+"',"#$%",%H&-.-%/"8%&#%/+.8".,+"Oh! Calcutta!"'&",2HG"#2"3(2#%"#$%"

TimesG"]',"'#&"&'Q#$"#/'(*-$.,#"8%./JKX284"̀ 2/H'6$"6.06(0.#%+"#$.#"2;%/"."3(./#%/"21"."*'00'2,"-%2-0%"

$.+"0'I%08"&%%,"#$%"/%;(%")8"#$'&"-2',#@"V#$%"Y/'#'&$"-()0'6"'&",2#"2(#/.4%+J"9$%"Y/'#'&$"-()0'6"$.&"

,2#"-/2#%&#%+JJJ8%&#%/+.8K&"2)&6%,'#8"'&"#2*2//2HK&"!Ob%;%0"&%#")22IJX285"

"

Z$.#"%;%/8)2+8"62(0+".4/%%"2,"H.&"#$.#"R,40.,+K&"/%4'*%"21"6%,&2/&$'-"H.&"+8&1(,6#'2,.0J"9$%"

1.'0(/%"#2"62,;'6#"Inside Linda Lovelace"',"BSTWG"H$'6$"$.+"62,#.',%+"+%&6/'-#'2,&"21"2/.0"&%Q"4/2(-"

&%QG".,.0"&%QG".,+"-.&&.4%&"',"H$'6$"b2;%0.6%"H.#6$%&"."*2#$%/".,+"+.(4$#%/"%,4.4%"',"2/.0"&%QG"

&'4,.00%+"#$%"%,+"21"-/2&%6(#'2,&"21"#$%"H/'##%,"H2/+G"1(/#$%/"+.*.4',4"62,1'+%,6%"',"?'6I0',K&"

12/*(0.#'2,"21"2)&6%,'#8"',"#$%"j7!J286"Z$%,"<I%0$2/,"/%#'/%+"1/2*"#$%"577"',"BSTTG"$'&"

&(66%&&2/"92,8"?%#$%/',4#2,"62,1'/*%+"#$%"+%1.(0#"-2&'#'2,"42',4"12/H./+"#2",2#"',&#'#(#%"

!
"'#  Parliamentary Debaters (Lords), "Obscenity and the Law," 24 March 1976.  
"'$  Ibid. 
"'% Ibid. 
"'+  The case was brought by the barrister Hugh Watts who ran AGAL. It was prosecuted, as in !N<, by Brian Leary and defended 
by John Mortimer. 



! 133 

-/26%%+',4&"2;%/"H/'##%,"-/2&%"N.&"H'00")%"&%%,G"#$'&"-/2*-#%+"Z$'#%$2(&%"#2"&$'1#"#.6#'6&"#$.#"

&.*%"8%./"H$%,"&$%"H%,#".1#%/"#$%"*.4._',%"Gay News"12/")0.&-$%*8PJ"Z$%,"LibertineG"."

*.4._',%"6%,#/%+"2,"-%/'2+"%/2#'6.".,+"\'6#2/'.,",(+%"-$2#24/.-$&G"H.&"-/2&%6(#%+"',"b%'6%&#%/"

#$.#"&.*%"8%./G"#$%"[(/8"H%/%"2(#"12/"2,08"Bm"*',(#%&")%12/%"#$%8".63('##%+; New Society"2)&%/;%+"

#$%"6.&%"+%*2,&#/.#%+"#$.#"-/2&%6(#',4"-()0'6.#'2,&"(,+%/"#$%"j7!"H.&"V&6./6%08"2,".,8"*2/%JX"

"

M%.,H$'0%G"#$%"YY=d"H.&"6200.-&',4".,+"H2(0+"0'I%08"$.;%"+2,%"&2"$.+"'#",2#")%%,"12/"#$%"

.+;%,#"21";'+%2#.-%k"Y%,%+'6#(&"#$2(4$#"'#"H2(0+"$.;%")%%,"."I',+,%&&"#2"+'&-.#6$"#$%"Y2./+"

3('6I08J287"9$%"YY=dK&"[(+4%*%,#"62(0+")%"%.&'08")8-.&&%+"#$/2(4$")2#$"&#.#(#2/8"-2H%/&".,+"

62**2,"0.H"6/'*%&J"9$%"577")8"#$%"*'+OBSTE&"H%/%"-/2&%6(#',4"*2/%".,+"*2/%")0(%"*2;'%&"

(&',4"#$%"&.*%"62**2,"0.H"6/'*%"#$.#"Oz"H.&"6$./4%+"H'#$@"62,&-'/.68"#2"62//(-#"-()0'6"

+%).(6$".,+"62//(-#"-()0'6"*2/.0&J"F,"BSTAG"#$%"b.H"d2**'&&'2,"/%62**%,+%+".)20'&$',4"#$'&"

0.H")(#",2"%112/#"H.&"*.+%"#2"+2"&2J"7/';.#%"0'#'4.,#&"#22I".+;.,#.4%"21".00"#$'&"#2".6#".&"6%,&2/&"

#$%*&%0;%&J"92"62*-0'6.#%"#$',4&"1(/#$%/G"',"BSTD"b2/+"Z'+4%/8"$.+"%Q#%,+%+".,"BUTW"!6#"

-/2$')'#',4"V',+%6%,#"'*-2/#&X"#2"62;%/"1'0*G"4';',4"d(&#2*&">"RQ6'&%"-2H%/&"#2"&%'_%"1'0*&".#"

#$%")2/+%/J"9$%8"$.+"62,&'+%/.)0%"&()[%6#';%"-2H%/"62,&'+%/',4"#$%"0%4.0"*%.,',4"21"V',+%6%,#X"

H.&"V&2*%#$',4"#$.#"211%,+&"#$%"2/+',./8"*2+%&#8"21"#$%".;%/.4%"*.,p211%,+',4".4.',&#"

/%624,'&%+"&#.,+./+&".#"#$%"02H%/"%,+"21"#$%"&6.0%JX288"<'/"5',40%"=22#"%;%,"$.+"$'&"62-8"21"The 

Perfumed Garden"&%'_%+"H$%,"/%#(/,',4"1/2*".,"2;%/&%.&"62,1%/%,6%"+%&-'#%"#$%"1.6#"$%"$.+"

)2(4$#"'#".#"?%.#$/2HJ289"j,6%"-.&&%+"#$%")2/+%/G"1'0*&"62(0+"&#'00")%").,,%+".#"#$%"026.0"0%;%0")8"

62(,6'0&"H$2"$.+")%%,"/%',#/2+(6%+"#2"#$%'/"-2H%/&"21"6%,&2/&$'-J"Z$'0&#"*.,8"&#'00"+%1%//%+"#2"

#$%"YY=dG"*.,8"2#$%/&"+'+",2#G"*%.,',4"YY=d"6%/#'1'6.#%&"62(,#%+"12/"0'##0%".,+"1'0**.I%/&"

H%/%".0H.8&"(,&(/%"H$%/%"#$%8"&#22+J"!"02#"21"#$%&%"026.0"62**'##%%&"#$%/%12/%".6#%+".&"6%,&2/&"

H'#$2(#"%Q-%/#'&%J"F,"98,%*2(#$G"12/"',&#.,6%G"#$%"62**'##%%"4';%,"/%&-2,&')'0'#8"12/"1'0*"

6%,&2/&$'-"H.&"#$%"d';'0"5%1%,6%".,+"9/.11'6"d2**'##%%J"F,"Y/'4$#2,G"'#"H.&"#$%"='/%"Y/'4.+%"

d2**'##%%J290"=/2*"B"5%6%*)%/"BSTTG"#$%"j7!"H.&"%Q#%,+%+"#2"6',%*.G".0#$2(4$"#$'&"+'+".0&2"

$.;%"#$%"%11%6#"21")026I',4"-/';.#%"62(/#".6#'2,"(,+%/"#$%"62**2,"0.HJ"

"

d%,&2/&$'-"',"R,40.,+"#$%/%12/%".++%+"(-"#2"."62,1(&%+")(#"&#.#'6"&'#(.#'2,J"?2H%;%/G"."02#"

6$.,4%+"./2(,+"BSTW".,+"BSTTJ"=2/"2,%G")2#$"&21#62/%".,+"$./+62/%"-2/,24/.-$8")%6.*%"

2)&%/;.)08"V$./+%/X"+(/',4"#$%&%"8%./&".,+"#$%/%"H.&".,".44/%&&';%"%Q-.,&'2,"21"#$%"

!
"'&  J4H'5+-+41M-,, 21 December 1979, 98. 
"''  Parliamentary Debates (Commons), "Cinematograph and Indecent Displays Bill," 13 November 1973, vol. 864, cols. 377-437.  
"',  J4H'5+-+41M-,, 28 June 1974, 912. 
",(  Ibid.  
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-2/,24/.-$8"',+(&#/8"',"<2$2".,+"#$%"-/2;',6%&J"=(/#$%/*2/%G"',".++'#'2,"#2"<I%0$2/,K&"

/%#'/%*%,#".,+"#$%"Libertine".,+" Inside Linda Lovelace".63('##.0&G"',"!(4(&#"BSTT"d2**.,+%/"

5.-$,%"<I'00%/,")%6.*%"#$%",%H"$%.+"21"#$%"j)&6%,%"7()0'6.#'2,&"<3(.+J"<I'00%/,K&".--/2.6$"

H.&"2,%"21"62,#/200',4"/.#$%/"#$.,"&(--/%&&',4"2)&6%,'#8J"=',.008G"H'#$"H'+%".4/%%*%,#"#$%"

2)&6%,'#8"0.H&"H%/%",2#"H2/I',4G"',"BSTW"#$%"L2;%/,*%,#".,,2(,6%+"'#&"',#%,#'2,"#2"&%#"(-".,"

211'6'.0"62**'##%%"H'#$"#%/*&"21"/%1%/%,6%"V#2"/%;'%H"#$%"0.H"62,6%/,',4"2)&6%,'#8G"',+%6%,68"

.,+";'20%,6%"',"-()0'6.#'2,&G"+'&-0.8&".,+"%,#%/#.',*%,#&"',"R,40.,+".,+"Z.0%&G"%Q6%-#"',"#$%"

1'%0+"21")/2.+6.&#',4G".,+"#2"/%;'%H"#$%".//.,4%*%,#&"12/"1'0*"6%,&2/&$'-"',"R,40.,+".,+"Z.0%&"

.,+"#2"*.I%"/%62**%,+.#'2,&JX"Z$%,"#$%"62**'##%%"H.&"%&#.)0'&$%+"',"a(08"BSTT"'#"H.&"6$.'/%+"

)8"#$%"(,';%/&'#8";'6%O6$.,6%002/"7/21%&&2/"Y%/,./+"Z'00'.*&J"

"

9$%"Z'00'.*&"d2**'##%%"(,+%/#22I"."4/%.#"+%.0"21"/%&%./6$".,+"$%./+"1/2*".")/2.+"/.,4%"21"

',+';'+(.0&G"2/4.,'&.#'2,&G".,+"',#%/%&#"4/2(-&J291"Z$%,"'#&"/%-2/#"H.&"-()0'&$%+"',"`2;%*)%/"

BSTSG"'#"*.+%"&%;%/.0"&'4,'1'6.,#"/%62**%,+.#'2,&J"9$%"1'/&#"H.&"#2"/%-%.0"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&"

H'#$"/%&-%6#"#2"#$%"H/'##%,"H2/+")%6.(&%"V'#&",.#(/%"*.I%&"'#",%'#$%/"'**%+'.#%08"211%,&';%",2/"

6.-.)0%"21"',;20;',4"#$%"$./*&"H%"'+%,#'18JX"F#".0&2"/%62**%,+%+"-2/,24/.-$8".,+"',+%6%,#"

+'&-0.8&")%"/%4(0.#%+".&",('&.,6%&"H$'0&#"$./+62/%"-2/,24/.-$8")%"&20+".#"&-%6'1'6.008"+%&'4,.#%+"

&$2-&J"9$%"62**'##%%"62,&'+%/%+"-2/,24/.-$8".,"%11%6#"21"#$%"V,%H"2-%,,%&&X"#$.#"$.+"

/%&(0#%+"1/2*"-%/*'&&';%,%&&@""

"

!A(#")#%>,&"(&10)"&=#1%3&%%6#)710,=6#,0,0++",0()6#%&(,0.0'8#")1#'%>7"+#08"3%&=#"&%#3%)%&"++=#1%$+(=%1#0)#$&%'%),#."$0,"+0',#

'(.0%,0%'F0,#0'#*03*+=#7)+0E%+=#,*",#(7&#'(.0%,=#0'#3(0)3#,(#,"E%#,*%#/0%4#,*",#,*%#+"4#'*(7+1#',%$#0)#,(#'7$$&%''#'7.*#

10'$+"='V#")1#8")=#%/%)#(2#,*('%#4*(#10'+0E%#,*%8#4(7+1#'"=#,*",#,*0'#'*(7+1#)(,#-%#"#$&($%&#,"'E#2(&#,*%#+"4F)(#

+"4# .(7+1# -%# %22%.,0/%# 7)+%''# 0,# 4%&%# %0,*%&# '(# ($$&%''0/%# "'# ,(# &%970&%# &"10."+# .*")3%'# 0)# 8")=# 2%",7&%'# (2# +02%#

\$7-+0.",0()6#"1/%&,0'0)36#,%+%/0'0()6#20+8'#")1#%),%&,"0)8%),]#4*0.*#"&%#)(4#&%3"&1%1#"'#3%)%&"++=#"..%$,"-+%6#(&#%+'%#

30/%#10.,",(&0"+#$(4%&'#,(#'(8%#$%&'()#(&#-(1=#,(#%)2(&.%#3((1#,"',%;<292#

"

9$%"/%-2/#".0&2"-/2;'+%+"."/%0'.)0%"-'6#(/%"21"#$%"-2/,24/.-$8"#/.+%G"%&#'*.#',4"12(/"*'00'2,"

-%2-0%"H%/%"/%.+',4"2,%"2/"-2/,24/.-$8"*.4._',%"%.6$"*2,#$J293"F#"H.&"$'4$08"&6%-#'6.0"21"#$%"

;'.)'0'#8"21".##%*-#&"#2"62,#/20"#$'&"#/.+%J""

"

F,"*.I',4"'#&"/%62**%,+.#'2,&G"#$%,G"-/'2/'#8"$.+")%%,"4';%,"#2"1/%%+2*"21"#$%"',+';'+(.0J"9$%"

Z'00'.*&"c%-2/#"H.&").&%+"2,"#$%"./4(*%,#"#$.#"62,+(6#"&$2(0+",2#")%"&(--/%&&%+"(,0%&&"'#"

!
",!  94Y$%+'$#'+34'7$MM)++44'$,'!Q1*4,)+.'-,&'=)8M'74,1$%13)Y'(London: HMSO, 1979), [Hereafter R)88)-M1'94Y$%+], 
","  Ibid., 336. 
",#  Ibid., 254; Pratt, "Pornography and Everyday Life," 67.  
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62(0+")%"&$2H,"#2".6#(.008"$./*"&2*%2,%G".,+"'#".+;26.#%+"12/"&.1%4(./+&"12/"6$'0+/%,".,+"

*2+%0&J294"9$'&"H.&",2#"."+%1%,6%"21"2)&6%,'#8"2/"-2/,24/.-$8")(#"."+%1%,6%"21"#$%"0')%/.0"

-/',6'-0%"21"1/%%+2*"21"%Q-/%&&'2,".&"H%00".&"."&6%-#'6'&*"21"#$%"-/.6#'6.)'0'#8"21"6%,&2/&$'-G".,"

'+%2024'6.0"and"(#'0'#./'.,"&#.#%*%,#J"F,"#$'&"H.8G"'#"/%[%6#%+"7.#/'6I"5%;0',K&";'%H"#$.#"62**2,"

&#.,+./+&",%%+%+"#2")%"2/"62(0+")%"'*-2&%+J"j,"'#&"-()0'6.#'2,G"$2H%;%/G"#$%"L2;%/,*%,#"#$.#"

$.+"62**'&&'2,%+"#$%"/%-2/#"$.+"0%1#"211'6%".,+"'#"H.&"&$%0;%+J"F,"!-/'0"BSUEG"%'4$#"*%*)%/&"21"

#$%"b2/+&".,+"d2**2,&"#20+"$2*%"&%6/%#./8"Z'00'%"Z$'#%0.H"#$.#"Z'00'.*&"$.+"V&%/'2(&08"

*'&[(+4%+"#$%"$./*1(0,%&&"21"-2/,24/.-$8X".,+"#$%8"&()*'##%+"."*%*2/.,+(*"60.'*',4"

-2/,24/.-$8"H.&"211%,&';%G"%;'0".,+"V*2/.008"62//(-#',4G".,"',1%6#'2,"21"#$%"*',+".,+"&26'.0"

60'*.#%JX295"9$%"/%-2/#"H.&"211'6'.008"/%[%6#%+"',"a.,(./8"BSUBJ""

"

"

!
",$  Hilliard<'L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 198-200.  
",% 2)M41, 23 April 1980.  
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"""#!E;1*>=(50! $%&'4%6(4*/(*!%@!'=(!ABCD*!

!
‘Where were you when they crucified my Lord? Busy counting the collection and signing the latest petition in favour of easier 
divorce or abortion?’ 
 
- Mary Whitehouse, /0)+4'7$,+%-%. (1993). 
"

F,"BSWSG"d8/'0"Y0.6I"+/%H"#$%".##%,#'2,"21"#$%".##2/,%8"4%,%/.0G"R0H8,"a2,%&G"#2"."&6'%,6%"1'6#'2,"

,2;%0"6.00%+"Behold the Man")8"M'6$.%0"M22/626I"H$'6$"Y0.6I"62,&'+%/%+"2)&6%,%".,+"

V(,+2()#%+08")0.&-$%*2(&JX 1"9$%")22I"H.&".,"%Q'&#%,#'.0'&#",2;%0".)2(#"."*.,",.*%+"e./0"

L024.(%/"H$2"#/.;%0&"1/2*"#$%"8%./"BSTE"',"."#'*%"*.6$',%"#2"DU"!5"H$%/%"$%".##%*-#&"#2"*%%#"

#$%"$'&#2/'6.0"a%&(&J"Y0.6I"$'4$0'4$#%+"-.&&.4%&"',"H$'6$"Vj(/"b2/+"'&"-2/#/.8%+".&"."+/220',4"

'+'2#X".,+"#$%"\'/4',"M./8"V+%&6/')%+"',"#$%"*2&#"62./&%"#%/*&".&"."-/2&#'#(#%"21"#$%"H2/&#"

-2&&')0%"I',+JX"a2,%&"12/H./+%+"#$%")22I"#2"#$%"577"H$%/%"211'6'.0&"%,#%/#.',%+"6$./4%&"12/"

)0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0"12/"#$%"1'/&#"#'*%"',"+%6.+%&J2"9$'&"H.&"."*2/')(,+".,+G"12/"*.,8"0%4.0"

2)&%/;%/&G"./6$.'6"0.H".,+"#$%"577"+%6'+%+"'#&"&#.#(&"H.&"&2"(,6%/#.',".#"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"BSTE&"

#$.#",2"-/2&%6(#'2,"62(0+")%"[(&#'1'%+J3""

"

`2#"02,4".1#%/G"."*2,#$"2,"1/2*"#$%".--%./.,6%"21"Oh! Calcutta!".#"#$%"c2(,+"?2(&%G"#$%"

$%/%+'#./8"-%%/"L%211/%8"c(&&%00G"H$2"H.&"#$%,"',;20;%+"',"#$%"#$%.#/'6.0"*.,.4%*%,#")(&',%&&G"

&.H"."-()0'6"-/%;'%H"21"."#/.4'62*%+8"-0.8"6.00%+"Council of LoveG".,".+.-#'2,"21"L%/*.,"

-&86$'.#/'&#".,+".;.,#O4./+'&#"j&I./"7.,'__.K&"Das LiebeskonzilG"/(,,',4".#"#$%"d/'#%/'2,"9$%.#/%"

',"b2,+2,J"c(&&%00"&()&%3(%,#08"62*-0.',%+"#2"#$%"577"#$.#"#$%"-0.8"H.&")2#$")0.&-$%*2(&"

.,+"2)&6%,%J4"F#"H.&"&%#"',"BiSm"+(/',4"#$%"1'/&#"$'&#2/'6.008"+26(*%,#%+"2(#)/%.I"21"&8-$'0'&".,+"

#$%"&6%,%&".0#%/,.#%+")%#H%%,"$%.;%,G"$%00G".,+"#$%"\.#'6.,J"9$%"+'&%.&%"H.&"-2/#/.8%+".&"L2+K&"

-(,'& $*%,#"12/"&%Q(.0"-/2*'&6('#8J5"b.+8"Y'/+H22+G"$.;',4"$.+",2"&(66%&&"H'#$"Oh! Calcutta! ',"

#$%"&(**%/G"&.H"Council of Love"',"<%-#%*)%/".,+"0.'+"."62*-0.',#"2,"#$%"4/2(,+&"#$.#G"1/2*"#$%"

)%4',,',4G"#$%"-0.8"V/'+'6(0%&G"+%,'4/.#%&".,+"&62/,&"L2+G"a%&(&"d$/'&#G"#$%"\'/4',"M./8G"#$%"

!,4%0&".,+"/%0'4'2,"4%,%/.008JX6"L2+"$.+")%%,"-2/#/.8%+".&"V."/.;',4G"/.44%+"20+"*.,"2,"."

*2#$O%.#%,"#$/2,%GX"a%&(&"H.&"-(&$%+"2,#2"#$%"&#.4%"',"2,08"."02',"602#$G".,+"#$%"72-%"$.+")%%,"

!
!  NA: LO, 2/176, Behold the Man. 
"  Ibid. 
# Ibid. 
$ NA: LO, 2/202, Council of Love.  
% For a breakdown of the play, see: Patricia Kellogg-Dennis, “Oskar Panizza’s 1893 The Council of Love: Counsel for the 
1990s,” 234'W0%$Y4-,'P4T-*. 1:4 (1996), 1575-78. 
+ NA: LO, 2/202, Council of Love, Lady Birdwood’s report.  
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-/%&%,#%+".&"."V&#2(#G"0.&6';'2(&"*.,"&(//2(,+%+")8"62(/#'%/&".,+"62(/#%&.,&JX"Y'/+H22+"H.&"

-./#'6(0./08"2(#/.4%+"#$.#"',"#$%"72-%K&".-./#*%,#&"#$%/%"$.+")%%,"V2;%/#"&2+2*8GX"0%&)'.,'&*"

.,+"$2*2&%Q(.0'#8G".&"H%00".&"V,2/*.0"&%Q(.0"+'&-0.8JX"9$/2(4$2(#"#$%"-0.8G"Y'/+H22+",2#%+G"

#$%"+%;'0".++/%&&%+"a%&(&".&"VaJdX".,+"[2I%&"H%/%"*.+%".)2(#"a%&(&")%',4"&2"#$',"V)%6.(&%"

-%2-0%"2,"%./#$"I%%-"%.#',4"?'&")2+8".,+"+/',I',4"?'&")022+JX7"

"

!1#%/"Y'/+H22+"6'/6(0.#%+"$%/"2H,"/%-2/#"#2"$%/"-./0'.*%,#./8".,+"-/%&&"62,#.6#&G"#H2"2#$%/"

*%*)%/&"21"#$%"-()0'6"H/2#%"#2"#$%"577"#2"62*-0.',J"j,%G"."V1.*'08"*.,X".,+"%QO./*8"211'6%/G"

$.+",2#"&%%,"Council of Love")(#"&.H",2"/%.&2,"#2"+2()#"#$.#"'#"V)/',4&"',#2"/'+'6(0%".,+"+'&/%-(#%"

.00"#$.#"'&"+%6%,#08G"*2/.008G"%#$'6.008".,+"d$/'&#'.,"q&'6rJX8"?%"&(44%&#%+"#$%"*.[2/'#8"21"#$%"-()0'6"

H%/%")%62*',4"#/'%+"21"VI'#6$%,"&',I"#8-%X"-0.8&"H$'6$G"$%"./4(%+G"/.+'6.0&G"0%1#'&#&".,+"M./Q'&#&"

$.+"(&%+"#2"+%,'4/.#%"#$%"#$%.#/%"&',6%"#$%"BSmE&G".,+"$%"6.00%+"12/"#'4$#%/"6%,&2/&$'-"0.H&J9"

<'*'0./08G".,2#$%/"',+';'+(.0"H$2"$.+"/%.+"Y'/+H22+K&"/%-2/#"H/2#%"#2"#$%"577"#$.#"#$%8"62(0+"

,2#"(,+%/&#.,+"$2HG"V',"."62(,#/8"H$'6$"'&"&(--2&%+"#2"$.;%"d$/'&#'.,"&#.,+./+&X",2".6#'2,"

62(0+")%"#.I%,"#2"-/%;%,#"#$'&"I',+"21"V-()0'6X")0.&-$%*8J10"=2/"#$%*G"#/8',4"#2"6.-#(/%"."I',+"

21"Z201%,+%,"024'6G"#$%/%"H.&"."+'&#',6#'2,")%#H%%,"V1/%%+2*"21"#$%"',+';'+(.0"#2"-/.6#'6%"%;'0&X"

.,+"#$%"V)0.#.,#"+%*2,&#/.#'2,"21"&(6$"#$',4&"',"-()0'6X"H$'6$"62//(-#%+"-%2-0%"12/"#$%"

V1',.,6'.0"4.',"21"."1%HJX"9$%8"./4(%+"*2&#"V+%6%,#"-%2-0%X"H2(0+"62,+%*,"&$2H&"0'I%"Council 

of LoveG")(#"#$.#"#$%"4%,%/.0"-()0'6"H%/%"&'*-08"(,.H./%"21"#$%"V%Q#%,#"#2"H$'6$"#$%"/2#"$.&"

42,%JX11"l%#")8"#$%"#'*%"#$%"577"62,&'+%/%+"H$%#$%/".6#'2,"&$2(0+")%"#.I%,G"#$%/%"$.+"2,08"

)%%,"#$/%%"12/*.0"62*-0.',#&"*.+%J"!,".&&'&#.,#"+'/%6#2/",2#%+"#$.#"#$'&"+'+"V,2#"&%%*"#2"

',+'6.#%"#$.#"#$%"-()0'6".#"0./4%"62,&'+%/&"#$.#"qCouncil of Lover"%,+.,4%/&"&26'%#8p',";'%H"21"#$%"

0./4%",(*)%/"21"#$%"-()0'6"H$2"$.;%".##%,+%+"#$%"-0.8"N.--./%,#08"H'#$2(#"',6'+%,#PX".,+"#$%8"

+'+",2#"#$',I"-/26%%+',4&"[(&#'1'%+J"`2/*.,"<I%0$2/,"/%-0'%+"#2"62*-0.',.,#&"#$.#"H$'0&#"$%"

.4/%%+"#$%"-0.8"H.&"V2)[%6#'2,.)0%X".,+"',";%/8").+"#.&#%G"-/26%%+',4&"H2(0+",2#")%")/2(4$#J12""

"

b'I%"Oh! CalcuttafG"Council of Love"H.&"."/%10%6#'2,"21"H$.#"./#'&#&"H%/%"[(&#".)2(#".)0%"#2"4%#".H.8"

H'#$")8"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"BSTE&J"Y(#"H$'0&#"Oh! Calcutta!"$.+"&%%,"211"6$.00%,4%&"#2"#$%"&#.4%"(,+%/"

#$%"j7!G"'#"H.&"&'4,'1'6.,#"#$.#"#$%"577G"',"62,&'+%/',4"Council of Love,".4.',"#$2(4$#".)2(#"

)/',4',4")0.&-$%*8"6$./4%&J"<I%0$2/,"H/2#%"',"$'&"/%-0'%&"#2"62*-0.',.,#&"#$.#@"

!
& Ibid. 
'  Ibid, letters from members of the public.  
,  Ibid. 
!(  Ibid. 
!!  Ibid. 
!"  Ibid., internal DPP memo.  
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"

!A*%#30',#(2#,*0'#(22%).%6#4*0.*#0'#4%++`)03*#(-'(+%,%6#0'#,*%#7'%#(2#+")37"3%#*"/0)3#"#,%)1%).=#,(#/0+02=#,*%#

G*&0',0")#&%+030()#(&#,*%#-0-+%;#S(4%/%&6#()#,*%#"7,*(&0,0%'#0,#4(7+1#"$$%"&#,*",6#",#,*%#$&%'%),#,08%6#0)#(&1%&#

,(#.()',0,7,%#,*%#(22%).%#,*%&%#87',#-%#'7.*#")#%+%8%),#(2#/0+020.",0()6#&010.7+%#(&#0&&%/%&%).%#"'#4(7+1#-%#+0E%+=#

,(#+%"1#,(#"#-&%".*#(2#,*%#$%".%6#(&#,(#1%$&"/%#$7-+0.#8(&"+0,=#3%)%&"++=;<#

"

<I%0$2/,"&#'00"/%-%.#%+"#$%";'%H"#$.#")0.&-$%*8"H.&".,"2)&20%#%"211%,6%G")(#"'#"'&",2#.)0%"#$.#"'#"

H.&"',"0%4.0"62,&6'2(&,%&&".,+"#$.#"'#"H.&")%',4")/2(4$#"#2"#$%".##%,#'2,"21"*2/.0"6.*-.'4,%/&"

0'I%"b.+8"Y'/+H22+G"*.,8"21"H$2*"+2",2#".--%./"#2"$.;%")%%,".H./%"21"#$%"legal"%Q'&#%,6%"21"

)0.&-$%*8J"9$'&"-/%&%,#%+"*2/.0"6.*-.'4,%/&"H'#$".",%H"0%4.0"2-#'2,".02,4&'+%"2)&6%,'#8"H$'6$"

62(0+")%"(&%+"H$%,"#$%"/'4$#")0.&-$%*8"6.&%"6.*%".02,4J""

"

9$'&"6$.-#%/"H'00"%Q.*',%".,"'*-2/#.,#".,+"',#/'4(',4"&26'2O-20'#'6.0"#/%,+"#.I',4"-0.6%"',"BSTE&"

R,40.,+J"`.*%08G"#$%"/%;';.0"21"',#%/%&#"',"#$%"0.H&"2,")0.&-$%*8".,+"/%,%H%+"%112/#&"#2"(#'0'&%"

#$2&%"0.H&J"Y8"#$%"BSDE&G"'#"H.&"H'+%08".66%-#%+")8"#$2&%"',"#$%"0%4.0"-/21%&&'2,"#$.#")0.&-$%*8"

$.+")%62*%"."V+%.+"0%##%/JX"l%#")8"#$%"*'++0%"21"#$%"BSTE&G"#$%"211%,6%"$.+")%%,"/%;';%+J"9$'&"

6$.-#%/"./4(%&"'#"H.&".")/2.+%/"V.,#'O-%/*'&&';%X"&%,#'*%,#"#$.#".6#%+".&"#$%"-/'*./8";%$'60%"12/"

/%;';',4"#$%"0.H"21")0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0".&"."-2H%/1(0"H%.-2,"',"#$%"&26'.0"62,&%/;.#';%K&"./*2(/8J"

9$%"/%#(/,"21"#$%"211%,6%"6.,")%";'%H%+".&")%',4"62*-/'&%+"21"."&%/'%&"21"6.&%&"2/"10.&$-2',#&"

H$'6$G"',+';'+(.008".,+"',".44/%4.#%G"&%/;%+"#2"',6/%.&%".H./%,%&&".)2(#"#$%"-/2+(6#'2,"21"

)0.&-$%*2(&"*.#%/'.0G"-/2;2I%"."/%&-2,&%G".,+"*2)'0'&%"#$%"/%0'4'2(&"&%,&')'0'#'%&"21"#$%"*2/.008"

62,&%/;.#';%J13"9$%&%"6.&%&G"#$%,G"H%/%".00"-./#"21"#$%")/2.+%/"+%).#%&"2;%/"-%/*'&&';%,%&&".,+"

211%,&';%"*.#%/'.0".0/%.+8"%Q.*',%+"',"#$%"-/%;'2(&"6$.-#%/G".,+".#"#$%"$%./#"21"#$%&%"

62,#/2;%/&'%&"62,#',(%+"#2")%"#$%"+%1%,6%"21"."*2,20'#$'6"2/"62,&%,&(.0";%/&'2,"21"&26'%#8").&%+"

2,"d$/'&#'.,"*2/.0'#8"2/G".#"#$%";%/8"0%.&#G"."/%&-%6#"12/".,+"+%1%/%,6%"#2"d$/'&#'.,"#%.6$',4J"

9$%/%"'&"."-2-(0./"#%,+%,68"#2"&%%"#$%"Satanic Verses".11.'/"21"BSUS".,+"#$%"&()&%3(%,#"1.#H."

.4.',&#"<.0*.,"c(&$+'%".&"*./I',4"#$%"&#./#"21")0.&-$%*8K&"62*%).6I".&"."0';%"'&&(%"12/"-()0'6"

.,+"-20'#'6.0"+%).#%J"?2H%;%/G")8"BSUS")0.&-$%*8"H.&".,".0/%.+8"H%00O%&#.)0'&$%+"62,#%*-2/./8"

'&&(%G"$.;',4")%%,"',#%4/.0"#2".##.6I&"2,"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"1/2*"#$%"0.#%"BSWE&G".,+"#$%"c(&$+'%"

.11.'/"/%.008"/%-/%&%,#%+"*2/%"21"."#/.,&'#'2,".&"#$%"#%//.',"&$'1#%+"1/2*"#$%"V.,#'O-%/*'&&';%&X"

.,+"3(%&#'2,&"21"*2/.0'#8".,+"+%6%,68"#2H./+&"3(%&#'2,&"21"-0(/.0'&*G"*(0#'6(0#(/.0'&*G"&26'.0"

',#%4/.#'2,G"-2H%/G".,+"#$%"/'4$#&"21"/%0'4'2(&"*',2/'#'%&J""""

!
!#  Hallam Roffey, “’Dead Letter’ to !Y4,'P4++4%: Permissiveness, Secularisation and the Strange Resurrection of Blasphemy in 
England, 1976-1989,” MA Dissertation (University of Sheffield, 2017).  
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S*L/$5*I$)/E*U)1#%$5*%E*I>61CB/85*)"*<"=>6"&*

!
F#"'&",2#",%6%&&./8"#2"/%;'%H"#$%"%,#'/%"$'&#2/8"21")0.&-$%*8G"H$'6$"*'4$#")%"+%1',%+".&"V-/21.,%"

&-%.I',4"21"L2+"2/"&.6/%+"#$',4&k"'*-'2(&"'//%;%/%,6%GX"$%/%")(#"#$%/%"./%"."1%H"I%8"*'0%&#2,%&"

'#"'&"H2/#$"/%1%/%,6',4J"Y0.&-$%*8"H.&".,"20+%/"211%,6%"#$.,"2)&6%,'#8G".--%./',4"1'/&#"',"BWBTJ"

9$%"&#.#(#%"0.H"21")0.&-$%*8"H.&",%;%/"(&%+"&(66%&&1(008".,+")%6.*%"2)&20%#%"02,4")%12/%"'#&"

.)20'#'2,J"F,&#%.+G"#$%"62**2,"0.H"21")0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0"H.&"#$%"#220"(&%+"#2"-/2&%6(#%"#$2&%"

.66(&%+"21"#$%"211%,6%J"Y0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0"%;20;%+"#$/2(4$"&(66%&&';%"62(/#"[(+4%*%,#&")(#"'#"

H.&"',"BWTm"#$.#"."62$%/%,#"0%4.0"-$'02&2-$8"H.&"-/2+(6%+"',"M.##$%H"?.0%K&"[(+4%*%,#"#$.#"

Vd$/'&#'.,'#8"'&"-./6%0"21"#$%"0.H&"21"R,40.,+".,+"#$%/%12/%"#2"/%-/2.6$"#$%"d$/'&#'.,"/%0'4'2,"'&"

#2"&-%.I"',"&();%/&'2,"21"#$%"0.HJX14"9$%"?(*.,'&#"H/'#%/".,+"&6$20./"`'6$20.&"Z.0#%/"2)&%/;%&"

#$.#"12/"#$/%%"6%,#(/'%&G"V.00")0.&-$%*8"6.&%&"+%/';%+"1/2*"q?.0%K&r"[(+4%*%,#JX15"Y0.&-$%*8"H.&"

&#'00"1/%3(%,#08"-/2&%6(#%+"',#2"#$%",',%#%%,#$"6%,#(/8"H'#$"BUBS")%',4"."$'4$-2',#"12/"

42;%/,*%,#".6#'2,".4.',&#")0.&-$%*%/&@"WA"-/2&%6(#'2,&"12/")0.&-$%*2(&".,+"&%+'#'2(&"0')%0&"

H%/%"0.(,6$%+"',"#$.#"8%./".02,%J16"F#"H.&",2#"(,#'0"BUUD"#$.#"a(&#'6%"a2$,"5(I%"d20%/'+4%"',"#$%"

#/'.0"21"L%2/4%"Z'00'.*"=22#%".##%*-#%+"#2"+'&*.,#0%"#$%"62,,%6#'2,")%#H%%,"d$/'&#'.,'#8".,+"

#$%"0.H&"21"R,40.,+G"./4(',4"#$.#"V$./+O%+4%+X"6/'#'6'&*"21"/%0'4'2,"&$2(0+")%".66%-#.)0%".,+"

*2;',4"#$%"%*-$.&'&"21"0%4.0"',#%/%&#"1/2*"V*.##%/X"N#$%".6#(.0"62,#%,#"21")0.&-$%*8P"#2"

V*.,,%/X"N$2H")0.&-$%*8"H.&"-/%&%,#%+".,+"#2"H$2*P17"

"

=2002H',4"=22#%K&"#/'.0G"-()0'6"+%).#%&"%,&(%+"2;%/".)20'&$',4"#$%&%"0.H&".,+"#$%'/"62*-.#')'0'#8"

H'#$"."-20'#'6.0",.#'2,"',6/%.&',408"+%1',',4"'#&%01"',"#%/*&"21"0')%/.0"+%*26/.68J18"!&"Z.0#%/"

&$2H&G"#$%"2(#62*%"21"#$'&"H.&"#$.#")0.&-$%*8")%6.*%"."*(6$"H%.I%/".,+"0%&&"1/%3(%,#08"

(#'0'&%+"0.Hk"#$%"42;%/,*%,#"6%.&%+"-/2&%6(#'2,&".0#24%#$%/G"0%.;',4"#$%"','#'.#';%"#2"#$%"-20'6%"2/"

-/';.#%"',+';'+(.0&J19"!/2(,+"."+2_%,"*2/%"-/2&%6(#'2,&"#22I"-0.6%")%#H%%,"BSEU".,+"BSDB"

/%&(0#',4"',"1',%&"2/"&$2/#"-/'&2,"&%,#%,6%&G"#$%"0.&#")%',4"a2$,"Z'00'.*"L2##K&"H$2"+'%+"&$2/#08"

.1#%/H./+&"-./#08".&"."/%&(0#"21"$'&"'*-/'&2,*%,#"62,+'#'2,&J20"!",(*)%/"21".##%*-#&"H%/%".4.',"

*.+%".1#%/"BSDB"#2".)20'&$"#$%")0.&-$%*8"0.H&")(#"#$%&%"H%/%",%;%/"&(66%&&1(0G"/%10%6#',4"#$%"

!
!$  The Hale case is summarised in Levy, ;8-1Y34M., 424-42. 
!% Nicholas Walter, ;8-1Y34M.'L,*)4,+'o'Z$&4%, (London, 1990), 35-38. 
!+ Walter, ;8-1Y34M., 127. 
!& For a summary, see: George William Foote, Full Report of the Trial of G.W Foote and W.J Ramsey for Blasphemy (London, 
1883); Roffey, “Strange Resurrection,” 9. 
!'  This included the publication of an 1884 pamphlet: W.A. Hunter, 234';8-1Y34M.'P-H16'53$08&'234.';4'LQ$8)134&m'(Plymouth, 
1884).'A public meeting was held at St. James Hall on 13 May 1884 to demand the removal of the laws for being “obsolete 
enactment”: O01+)*4, 10 May 1884, 1. 
!,  Walter, ;8-1Y34M., 56-7. 
"(  For a more detailed discussion of this gradual decline see: Levy, ;8-1Y34M., 535. 
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62,#',(%+"',&#'#(#'2,.0"-2H%/".,+"',10(%,6%"21"#$%"d$(/6$J21"Y0.&-$%*8K&".--./%,#"'//%0%;.,68G"

$2H%;%/G"0%+"#$%"+'&#',4('&$%+"[(+4%"!01/%+G"b2/+"5%,,',4"#2"+%60./%"',"#$%"?2(&%"21"b2/+&"',"

BSiS"#$.#")0.&-$%*8"H.&"."V+%.+"0%##%/GX"+%"1.6#2"/%+(,+.,#J22"!0#$2(4$"H'+%08"62,&'+%/%+"."

0%4.0".,.6$/2,'&*G")0.&-$%*8"/%*.',%+"2,"#$%"&#.#(#%")22I&".,+"',"62**2,"0.HJ"9$%"6.*-.'4,"

#2".*%,+"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0%4'&0.#'2,G"&(66%&&1(0"',"BSmSG"%.&%+"#$%"-/%&&(/%"#2"4%#"/'+"21")0.&-$%*8"

.&".,"211%,6%G".,+"'//%0%;.,68"-0.8%+"."-./#"',"'#"#.I',4"(,#'0"#$%"0.#%"BSWE&"12/"#$%"&#.#(#%"0.H"#2"

)%"/%-%.0%+".,+"12/"#$%"d/'*',.0"b.H"c%;'&'2,"d2**'##%%"#2"/%62**%,+"#$.#"#$%"62**2,"0.H"

.0&2")%".)20'&$%+G"."/%62**%,+.#'2,"#$.#G"&'4,'1'6.,#08G"H%,#"'4,2/%+J23"

"

9$%"62**2,"0.H"21")0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0"62,#',(%+"#2"%Q'&#"H$'0&#")%',4"2)&20%#%"',"-/.6#'6%J"!&"

Z.0#%/"2)&%/;%&G"'#"H.&"H'+%08")%0'%;%+"#$.#"'#"VH2(0+")%62*%"."-(/%08".6.+%*'6")/.,6$"21"

R,40'&$"62**2,"0.HJX24"d0';%":,&H2/#$"$.&"&$2H,"#$.#"',#2"#$%"BSTE&G"#$%"211%,6%"21"

)0.&-$%*8"H.&"&#'00")%',4"V+'&*'&&%+".&".,"./6$.'&*"%Q'&#',4".#"#$%"*./4',&"21"6/'*',.0"0.HG"

-/.6#'6.008"2)&20%#%".,+"21"0'##0%"&26'.0"&'4,'1'6.,6%JX25"!&"H'00")%"&%%,G"$2H%;%/G")%#H%%,"/2(4$08"

BSTW".,+"BSUS"#$%/%"H.&"."/%;';.0"21"',#%/%&#"',"#$%"0.H&"/%4(0.#',4")0.&-$%*8J"9$'&"/%-/%&%,#%+"

.,"%112/#"2,"#$%"-./#"21"*2/.0'#8"6.*-.'4,%/&"#2"/%.6$"12/",%H"0%4.0"H%.-2,&"',"#$%"1.6%"21"

/%-%.#%+"1.'0(/%&"#2"62,;'6#"-()0'&$%/&"21"211%,&';%"*.#%/'.0"(,+%/"#$%"j7!J""

AB/*\/1'$$/(#)%"*%E*I>61CB/8%'1*V)4/>**

"

F,"BSTWG"."5.,'&$"1'0**.I%/",.*%+"a%,&"a2/4%,"9$y/&%,"+%6'+%+"#2"&$22#"."1'0*"',"#$%":eG"

)%0'%;',4"#$%"6(0#(/.0"60'*.#%"#2")%"1.;2(/.)0%"#2"&(6$".,"%,+%.;2(/G".)2(#"#$%"'*.4',%+"&%Q(.0"

0'1%"21"a%&(&J"The Many Faces of Jesus"H.&"#2"',60(+%",2#"[(&#"$%#%/2&%Q(.0".6#';'#8")(#"$2*2&%Q(.0"

&%QG".,+"',"#$.#"8%./"`\!b!" 2/6$%&#/.#%+"."6.*-.'4,"#2"H$'-"(-"-/%&&"',#%/%&#"',"9$y/&%,K&"

-/2-2&.0&J26""F,"/%&-2,&%G"M7&".,+"#$%"577")%4.,"/%6%';',4"62//%&-2,+%,6%"1/2*"*%*)%/&"21"

#$%"-()0'6G"*(6$"21"H$'6$"+%&6/')%+"/%0'4'2(&08"211%,&';%"*.#%/'.0"0'I%"Many Faces".&".,2#$%/"

!
"!  Attempts were in fact made both before and after the First World War to finally abolish the laws, with Bills appearing every 
two years during the 1920s. Despite wide support for these measures, successive governments avoided acting against the 
established Church through abolition of the offence. In 1930, the Daily Telegraph published a report on a Bill under the headline 
“Blasphemy Laws Anachronism. Commons Favour a Change. 54 Majority for the Second Reading”: (-)8.'2484T%-Y3, 25 January 
1930, 10. The Telegraph’s own correspondent concluded that the measure “did nothing but seek to get rid of a survival of the 
intolerance of a bygone age.” 
""  Quoted in Peter Jones, “Blasphemy, offensiveness and the law,” ;%)+)13'O$0%,-8'$#'V$8)+)*-8'5*)4,*4'10 (1980), 29. Lord Goddard 
was a able a few years later in 1951 to refer in passing to the “somewhat obsolete offence of Blasphemy”: Walter, ;8-1Y34M., 61. 
In 1957, C.E. Ratcliffe in an article on free speech observed that “the blasphemy laws, relics of the Bad Old Days, are still on the 
Statute Books”: 234'R$%& (November 1957), 10. 
"# Walter, ;8-1Y34M., 61-2. 
"$ Ibid. 
"% Clive Unsworth, “Blasphemy, cultural divergence and legal relativism,” Z$&4%,'P-H'94:)4H'58 (1995), 658. 
"+ Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 149. 
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&8*-#2*"21"."*2/.008"62//2&';%"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"*2/%")/2.+08J"j,%"0%##%/"&%,#"#2"#$%"577"',"

<%-#%*)%/G"12/"',&#.,6%G"./4(%+"#$.#"9$y/&%,"&$2(0+")%").,,%+"1/2*"%,#%/',4"R,40.,+@"V2,%"

H2(0+"#$',I"&%Q"H.&"42',4"2(#"21"1.&$'2,"#$%"H.8"#$%8"(&%"'#"',"#$'&"62(,#/8pH%"*(&#"-/%&%/;%"

q2(/"62(,#/8r"1/2*"&(6$"-%2-0%"H$2"',;.+%"'#".,+"#/8"#2"+%1'0%"'#JX27"L%2/4%"?(#6$',&2,"',"$'&"

Times"620(*,"62*-0.',%+"#$.#")8"#.I',4",2".6#'2,"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%"H%/%"%,+2/&',4"#$%";'%H"

#$.#"V.,8#$',4",2H"42%&"',"Y/'#.',JX 28"F,+%%+G"#$%"-$/.&%"V.,8#$',4"42%&X".--%./%+"21#%,"',"#$%"

62//%&-2,+%,6%"#2"#$%"577G"/%10%6#',4"62,#%*-#".#"$2H"1./"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"$.+")%%,".002H%+"#2"

-%,%#/.#%".00".&-%6#&"21"Y/'#'&$"&26'%#8".,+"6(0#(/%J"!"a2$,"Y.'0%&"0.#%/"H/2#%"#2"#$%"577"#2"

62*-0.',".)2(#".,".##%*-#"#2"#(/,"9$y/&%,K&"&6/'-#"',#2".")22IG",2#',4"$%"H.&"V.&&(/%+"#$.#"'#"'&"

)2#$")0.&-$%*2(&".,+"$'+%2(&08"2)&6%,%J"9$%/%"'&"1./"#22"*(6$"-2/,24/.-$8".,+"+%6.+%,#"

0'#%/.#(/%".;.'0.)0%"',"Y/'#.',".&"'#"'&p+%&-'#%"#$%".+;.,6%&"H$'6$"&%Q(.0"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"$.&"*.+%"

',"#$%"0.&#"1%H"8%./&"F"6.,".&&(/%"82("#$.#"*.,8"-%2-0%"./%"&#'00"62,6%/,%+".)2(#"+%6%,68".,+"

/'4$#"&26'.0")%$.;'2(/JX29"F,"#$'&"H.8G"2--2&'#'2,"#2"#$%"-%/6%';%+")0.&-$%*8"21"9$y/&%,K&"1'0*"

H.&"-.6I.4%+"(-"H'#$".")/2.+%/"2--2&'#'2,"#2"#$%"/.-'+"&26'.0"6$.,4%"#.I',4"-.6%"',"R,40.,+"

+(/',4"#$%"BSTE&J"F,"#$%"%;%,#G"#$%"$2*%"&%6/%#./8"+'+"+%,8"9$y/&%,"%,#/8"#2"#$%":e".,+"#$%"

6.*-.'4,"#2"+/.H".##%,#'2,"#2"#$%"1'0*"#$/(&#")0.&-$%*8"2,#2"*.,8 "1/2,#"-.4%&".,+"#2"#$%"$%./#"

21"-()0'6"+%).#%"12/"."H$'0%J"9$'&"H.&"&(66%&&1(0"#2"&(6$".,"%Q#%,#"#$.#"%;%,"#$%"o(%%,G"

(,(&(.008G"4.;%"$%/";'%H"#$.#"#$%"-0.,"#2"-/2+(6%"#$%"1'0*"H.&"V2),2Q'2(&JX30"!"1/2,#O-.4%"Times"

/%-2/#"',"<%-#%*)%/"BSTW"$.+"2)&%/;%+"#$.#"#$'&"$.+"',"#(/,"6/%.#%+"."V(,'3(%",2#2/'%#8X"12/".,"

.&"8%#"(,*.+%"1'0* J31"Y(6I',4$.*"7.0.6%"$.+"'#&%01"/%6%';%+"./2(,+"BmE"0%##%/&"21"H$'6$"&%;%/.0"

H%/%"4/2(-"-%#'#'2,&"-/2#%&#',4"#$%"-0.,&"#2"&$22#"#$%"1'0*G"',"0./4%"-./#"."/%&(0#"21"#$%"

-%#'#'2,',4"6.*-.'4,&"21"`\!b!".,+"2#$%/"4/2(-&J32"!&"."0%##%/"1/2*"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%"#2"#$%"

577"/%10%6#%+"H$'0&#"62**(,'6.#',4".)2(#"9$y/&%,"2,"BS"!(4(&#"BSTTG"V.&"#2")0.&-$%*8".,+"

2#$%/"/%0'4'2(&"211%,6%&G"#$%8"./%",2"02,4%/G".&"H%"#$2(4$#"$%/%"',"BSTBG"2)&20%#%"6(/'2&'#'%&")(#"."

0';%"'&&(%JX33"

"

Z$'#%$2(&%"0'I%+"#2"./4(%"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&"."+'/%6#"62,,%6#'2,")%#H%%,"(,)%0'%;',4")0.&-$%*%/&"

.,+"$%/"2#$%/")%#%",2'/%&J"F,+%%+G"&$%"6.#%42/'&%+"$%/"%,%*'%&"h"0')%/#./'.,&G".#$%'&#&G"1%*','&#&G"

4.8"/'4$#&".6#';'&#&"h".&"#$%"V$(*.,'&#"02))8X".,+"-%/6%';%+"#$%/%"#2")%"."&()&#.,#'.0"2;%/0.-"

)%#H%%,"&%6(0./"$(*.,'&#&".,+".,#'O6%,&2/&$'-"4/2(-&"N,2#"62*-0%#%08"(,1.'/08k"*.,8"0%.+%/&"',"

!
"& NA: DPP, 2/6231, Thorsen, Jens Jorgen possible blasphemy charges, 1976-1977. 
"'  2)M41, 11 September 1976, 12. 
",  NA: DPP, 2/6231. 
#( 2)M41, 16 September 1976. 
#!  2)M41, 16 September 1976, 1. 
#" Ibid. 
## NA: DPP, 2/6231, Home Office to DPP, 19 August 1977. 
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#$%"4.8"62**(,'#8"H.&"&2"21#%,".#"#$%"&$./-"%,+"21"#$%"6%,&2/K&"-%,6'0J"9$'&"H.&"."/%0.#'2,&$'-G"

$2H%;%/G"#$.#"H.&"2,08"/%',12/6%+"H$%,"Z$'#%$2(&%"0.(,6$%+".,".##.6I"2,"#$%"12/#,'4$#08"

,%H&-.-%/"Gay News,"."-()0'6.#'2,"H$'6$"H.&"-2-(0./".*2,4&#"$2*2&%Q(.0&J"a(&#".&"H$%,"#$%"

.(#$2/'#'%&"H%,#".1#%/"Oz *.4._',%G"Z$'#%$2(&%"6$2&%"Gay News".)2;%"4.8"-2/,24/.-$8"

*.4._',%&")%6.(&%"Gay News"&#22+"12/"&2*%#$',4"*2/%"&()&#.,#'.0"#$.,"&#/.'4$#12/H./+"1.,#.&8"

.,+"./2(&.0J"Gay News"$.+"-2-(0./'&%+".",%HG"&%Q(.0G"&%,&(.0".,+"02;',4";'&'2,"21"$2*2&%Q(.0'#8"

.,+"-/'+%"',"."4.8"'+%,#'#8J"a%11/%8"Z%%I&"$.&"2)&%/;%+"#$.#"12/"#$'&"/%.&2,G"'#"H.&"V.,"'*-2/#.,#"

&8*)20"21"#$%"6$.,4%&"#$.#"$.+"#.I%,"-0.6%X"2;%/"#$%"-%/*'&&';%"-%/'2+J34"9$'&".0&2"*.+%"'#".,"

.##/.6#';%"#./4%#"12/"Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"#$%"*2/.008"62,&%/;.#';%"4/2(-&"&$%"/%-/%&%,#%+J"

""

9$%"&.*%"8%./".&"#$%"9$y/&%,"62,#/2;%/&8G"Gay News"-()0'&$%+"',"'&&(%"SW"."WEO0',%"-2%*G"

.662*-.,'%+")8".,"%Q-0'6'#"'00(&#/.#'2,G"%,#'#0%+"V9$%"b2;%"9$.#"5./%&"#2"<-%.I"F#&"`.*%GX")8"

#$%"H/'#%/".,+"-2%#"7/21%&&2/"a.*%&"e'/I(-J"9$%"-2%*"'#&%01"H.&"1/2*"#$%"-%/&-%6#';%"21"."

c2*.,"6%,#(/'2,".#"#$%"6/(6'1'Q'2,".,+"'#"+%&6/')%&"#$%"6%,#(/'2,K&"1.,#.&8"21"$.;',4"&%Q"H'#$"

a%&(&G"H$'0&#"&(44%&#',4"."#2#.0"21"BT"2#$%/"-%2-0%G"',60(+',4"72,#'(&"7'0.#%".,+"a2$,"#$%"Y.-#'&#G"

$.+".0&2"-/%;'2(&08")%%,"',#'*.#%08"',;20;%+"H'#$"a%&(&J"!"62-8"21"#$'&"'&&(%"H.&"-2&#%+"#2"

Z$'#%$2(&%"H$2".,,2(,6%+ "'#"/%-/%&%,#%+"V#$%"60'*.Q"21".,#'O/%0'4'2(&".##.6I&JX35"9$2*.&"

?%#$%/',4#2,".#"#$%"577"/%)(11%+"Z$'#%$2(&%K&"-0%.&"12/"."-/2&%6(#'2,J"9$%/%12/%G".1#%/"

62,&(0#.#'2,"H'#$"$%/"&20'6'#2/&G"Z$'#%$2(&%"','#'.#%+"."-/';.#%"-/2&%6(#'2,".4.',&#"L.8"`%H&"

b#+".,+"#$%",%H&-.-%/K&"%+'#2/G"5%,,'&"b%*2,G"12/")0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0"',"`2;%*)%/"BSTWJ"9$'&"

H2(0+")%"#$%"1'/&#"&(6$"6.&%"&',6%"BSDD".,+"6.*%"DU"8%./&".1#%/"b2/+"5%,,',4"$.+"+%60./%"

)0.&-$%*8"."+%.+"0%##%/J"9$%"-/2&%6(#'2,"H.&"#$%"0.#%&#".##%*-#"#2"(&%"2)&6(/%"211%,6%&"#2"42"

.1#%/"211%,&';%"*.#%/'.0"',&#%.+"21"#$%"',6/%.&',408"(,H2/I.)0%"j7!J"9$%"d$(/6$"/%1(&%+"#2"

211%/"'#&"211'6'.0"&(--2/#"#2"Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"!,#$2,8"L/%8"21"5b!<G"H$'6$"&(--2/#%+ Gay News"

.,+"b%*2,G"/%-2/#%+"#$.#"#$%"d$(/6$"0%.+%/&$'-K&"/%.6#'2,"#2"#$%"-/2&%6(#'2,"H.&"2,%"21"V.6(#%"

%*).//.&&*%,#JX36""

"

5(/',4"#$%"#/'.0".#"#$%"j0+"Y.'0%8")%#H%%,"i".,+"BD"a(08"BSTTG"a(&#'6%"e',4O?.*'0#2,"/(0%+"#$.#"

H$.#%;%/"b%*2,K&"',#%,#'2,&"H%/%"',"-()0'&$',4"#$%"-2%*".,+"'00(&#/.#'2,G"#$%8"H%/%"'//%0%;.,#"

!
#$ Jeffrey Weeks, 54"<'V$8)+)*1'-,&'5$*)4+., 372. 
#% Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 151. 
#+ Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 179. 
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*2(,#"."0'#%/./8"*%/'#"2/"-()0'6"422+"+%1%,6%".,+"#$%/%12/%"#$%/%"H%/%",2"%Q-%/#"H'#,%&&%&"0'I%"

',"#$%"*.[2/"2)&6%,'#8"#/'.0&J"!00"#$%"-/2&%6(#'2,",%%+%+"#2"+2"H.&"-/2;%"#$%"-()0'6.#'2,".,+"

#$%,"0%#"#$%"[(/8"+%6'+%"'1"#$%8"H%/%"211%,+%+J"!"#%,"#2"2,%"*.[2/'#8"21"#$%"[(/8"12(,+"#$%"-2%*"
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#& This case is summarised well elsewhere. See: Sutherland, !##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 150-153; Levy, ;8-1Y34M., 534-551; David Nash, 
;8-1Y34M.'),'Z$&4%,';%)+-),6'AFDB'+$'+34'V%414,+ (London, 1999), 239-258 
#'  W*$,$M)1+, 16 July 1977, 20. 
#,  2)M41, 13 July 1977, 17.  
$( 2)M41, 21 July 1977, 15.  
$!  2)M41, 29 July 1977, 14. 
$" For example: K0-%&)-,, 8 July 1977, 3; 50,&-.'2)M41< 10 July 1977, 2; K0-%&)-, 12 July 1977, 1. 
$# K0-%&)-, 13 July 1977, 12; !Q14%:4%, 17 July 1977, 3. 
$$ (-)8.'W"Y%411< 12 July 1977, 9. 
$% (-)8.'W"Y%411, 13 July 1977, 9.  
$+ (-)8.'Z)%%$%, 12 July 1977, 1; W:4%.M-,'5Y4*)-86';8-1Y34M.'-+'+34'!8&';-)84. [documentary], directed by David Hugh (BBC One 
London, 18 September 1977). 
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!
$& (-)8.'W"Y%411, 16 July 1977, 6. 
$'  Parliamentary Debates (Lords), 389, 23 February 1978, 284. 
$,  5Y4*+-+$%, 23 July 1977, 5. 
%( 2)M41, 13 July 1977, 17. 
%! W*$,$M)1+, 24 February 1979, 249. 
%" K0-%&)-,, 22 February 1979, 15. 
%# Ibid. 
%$ Nash, ;8-1Y34M.'),'Z$&4%,';%)+-),, 255. 
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!
%% Parliamentary Debates (Lords), 389, 23 February 1978, 279-351. 
%+ Ibid., 292. 
%& Ibid., 343. 
%' 5Y4*+-+$%, 25 March 1978, 10. 
%, Turner, 7%)1)1m< 255. 
+( TNA: HO, 265/14, Rt Hon Edward Heath forwarding a letter, 1978. 
+! 234'P-H'7$MM)11)$,'L,,0-8'94Y$%+ 1978-9 (London: HMSO, 1979).  
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!
+" The successor to the K-.'J4H1 prosecution came in 1980. On 15-.  October, Howard Brenton’s second play for the National 
Theatre, 234'9$M-,1'),';%)+-),, opened at the Olivier. In its third scene, three Romans happened upon three naked Druids. They 
proceed to kill two of them and the third soldier grabs the wounded survivor and, as the stage directions put it, “begin to bugger 
him.” The theatre had enjoyed a period of almost complete freedom between 1968 and 1980 with no significant case being 
brought or allowed by the DPP and Whitehouse, when she applied to the DPP for permission to prosecute under the 1968 
234-+%41'L*+, she was again turned down. However, Whitehouse was able to find a legal loophole in the 54"0-8'!##4,*41'L*+ 1956 
which allowed for a prosecution for procuring an act of gross indecency. When the case came to its preliminary hearing, the 
question was whether or not the associate director of the National Theatre, Michael Bogdanov (who also directed the play), was 
guilty of inciting two men to a grossly indecent act, even if everyone agreed it was simulated. John Smythe QC, acting for 
NVALA, submitted that that “if one man thrusts his thing towards another man’s rectum in a public place, was that not 
indecent?” The defence’s case rested on the distinction that the act depicted was obscene, not the depiction of it, which was 
intended to shock in order to carry the argument of the play about the brutality of colonisation and occupation. The magistrate 
felt the offence “mundane” but a case of public importance and Bogdanov was committed to trial. Whitehouse’s counsel, 
however, then withdrew the prosecution, claiming her point had been made and that they did not want to inflict unnecessary 
punishment on Bogdanov. 
+# Roffey, “Strange Resurrection,”24-30. 
+$ Ibid. 
+% F. LaGard Smith, ;8-1Y34M.'-,&'+34';-++84'#$%'=-)+3 (London, 1990), 101. 
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&" Ibid. 
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&# NA: HO, 300/193, Letters of Complaint, 34. 
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&' Ibid., 86. 
&, Ibid., 99. 
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'#  Nash, ;8-1Y34M.'),'+34'73%)1+)-,'R$%8&, 215. 
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'% Ibid. 
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''  Ibid. 
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#$%"1'0*".&"V.";%/8"&%/'2(&")0.&-$%*8JX99"?2H%;%/G"#$%"L2;%/,*%,#K&"&-2I%&-%/&2,"/%-0'%+"#$.#"

#$%/%"H.&",2"-0.,"#2".0#%/"#$%")0.&-$%*8"0.H&"',".,8"H.8".,+"$%"%Q-/%&&'2,"#$%";'%H"#$.#"#$'&"

H.&"&2*%#$',4")%##%/"0%1#"#2"-()0'6"2-','2,G"[(/'%&".,+"[(+4%&J"9$'&"+'+",2#"+2"*(6$"#2"&#2-"

d$/'&#'.,"2(#/.4%".,+",2H")0.&-$%*8"$.+",2#"2,08")%%,"-(#").6I"2,"#$%".4%,+.G"'#"$.+"#.I%,"

6%,#/%O&#.4%"',"-()0'6"+'&6(&&'2,"2;%/"/%0'4'2,G"2)&6%,'#8G"6%,&2/&$'-G".,+"#$%"&#.#%"21"Y/'#'&$"

6(0#(/%".,+" &26'%#8"*2/%")/2.+08J"

.%"(>'1)%"*

"

`%'#$%/"#$%"62,#/2;%/&8"2;%/"Life of Brian",2/" Last Temptation"%,+%+"(-"/%&(0#',4"',".0#%/.#'2,&"#2"

#$%"0.H"21")0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0J"9$%"&'4,'1'6.,6%"21"#$%&%"6.&%&G"/.#$%/G"H.&"',"',&#'00',4"."6%/#.',"

.,Q'%#8".,+",%/;2(&,%&&"2,"#$%"-./#"21"./#'&#&G"1'0**.I%/&G"-()0'&$%/&".,+"+'&#/')(#2/&J"9$'&".0&2"

$.+"#$%"%11%6#"21"*.I',4"6%,&2/',4")2+'%&"0'I%"#$%"YY=d"*(6$"*2/%".--/%$%,&';%".,+G"

#$%/%12/%G"/%.6#'2,./8J"9$'&"%,+%+"(-"',"#$%").,,',4"21"."1'0*"2,"#$%"4/2(,+&"21")0.&-$%*8"',"

R,40.,+J"Z$%,"',"BSUS"#$%"1'0**.I%/"`'4%0"Z',4/2;%"#/'%+"#2"/%0%.&%"$'&"%'4$#%%,O*',(#%"

;'+%2#.-%G"Visions of EcstasyG".)2(#"#$%"%/2#'6";'&'2,&"21"#$%"&'Q#%%,#$"6%,#(/8",(,"<#J"9%/%&."21"

!;'0.G"',60(+',4"."&6%,%"',"H$'6$"&$%"*2(,#&".,+"I'&&%&"#$%"6/(6'1'%+"a%&(&G"'#"H.&"-/2$')'#%+")8"

#$%"YY=d"12002H',4"0%4.0".+;'6%")%6.(&%"'#"H.&"#$%"Y2./+K&"2-','2,"#$.#"."[(/8G"-/2-%/08"+'/%6#%+G"

62(0+".,+"would"1',+"#$%"-/2+(6#'2,")0.&-$%*2(&J100"9$%"YY=d"$.+"12(,+"#$.#"/%*2;',4"#$%"

211%,&';%"&6%,%&"H2(0+"#.I%".H.8".)2(#"$.01"#$%"1'0*K&"62,#%,#".,+"&2"/%1(&%+"6%/#'1'6.#'2,"

.0#24%#$%/J"F,"0'4$#"21"#$%"-/%;'2(&"6.&%&"022I%+".#"',"#$'&"6$.-#%/G"#$%"YY=d"$.+"+%6'+%+"#$.#"#$%"

&6%,%"H2(0+"V2(#/.4%"#$%"1%%0',4&"21"d$/'&#'.,&G"H$2"H2(0+"/%.&2,.)08"022I"(-2,"'#".&")%',4"

62,#%*-#(2(&"21"#$%"+';','#8"21"d$/'&#JX101"!&"*.,8",%H&-.-%/"/%-2/#&"-2',#%+"2(#".#"#$%"#'*%G"

#$'&"H.&"#$%"V1'/&#"1'0*"#2"1.00"12(0"21"#$%"Y2./+"2,"#$%"4/2(,+&"21")0.&-$%*8JX102"

"

9$'&"+%6'&'2,"H.&"(-$%0+")8"#$%"\'+%2"!--%.0&"d2**'##%%".,+"Z',4/2;%"&.H"#$%".--%.0"

-/26%&&"/'4$#"#$/2(4$"#2"#$%"Rd?c "',"<#/.&)2(/4"H'#$"L%211/%8"c2)%/#&2,".&"62(,&%0")(#"H.&"

(0#'*.#%08"(,&(66%&&1(0J"9$%8"$.+".&I%+"#$%"d2**'&&'2,"#2"62,&'+%/"'1"#$%":e")0.&-$%*8"0.H&"

H%/%"62*-.#')0%"H'#$"#$%"d2,;%,#'2,"2,"?(*.,"c'4$#&".,+"#$%":e"L2;%/,*%,#"&#/%,(2(&08"

+%1%,+%+"#$%"0.H&J"=/%%+2*"21"RQ-/%&&'2,".&"4(./.,#%%+"',"!/#'60%"BE"H.&"&()[%6#"#2"/%&#/'6#'2,&"

V,%6%&&./8"',".,8"+%*26/.#'6"&26'%#8X".,+"#$%"d2(/#".--0'%+"."V*./4',"21".--/%6'.#'2,X"H$'6$"

!
,,  Ibid. 
!((  Nash, ;8-1Y34M.'),'Z$&4%,';%)+-),, 266. 
!(!  50,&-.'2)M41, 24 November 1996, 9. 
!("  For example, K0-%&)-,, 4 December 1989, 3. 
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*.+%".002H.,6%&"12/",.#'2,.0"0%4.0"#/.+'#'2,&J"Z$%,"Z',4/2;%K&"6.&%"H.&"$%./+"',"BSSW"#$%"

d2(/#"+%6'+%+"#$%":e ".(#$2/'#'%&"$.+".6#%+"H'#$',"#$'&"*./4',"21".--/%6'.#'2,J103"9$%"d2(/#"+'+"

&(44%&#G"$2H%;%/G"#$.#"#$'&"*'4$#"6$.,4%"',"#$%"1(#(/%@"V#$%/%"'&",2#"8%#"&(11'6'%,#"62**2,"

4/2(,+"',"#$%"0%4.0".,+"&26'.0"2/+%/&"21"*%*)%/"&#.#%&"21"#$%"d2(,6'0"21"R(/2-%"#2"62,60(+%"#$.#"

."&8&#%*"H$%/%)8"."&#.#%"6.,"'*-2&%"/%&#/'6#'2,&"2,"#$%"-/2-.4.#'2,"21"*.#%/'.0"2,"#$%").&'&"#$.#"

'#"'&")0.&-$%*2(&"'#G"',"'#&%01G"(,,%6%&&./8"',"."+%*26/.#'6"&26'%#8JX104""

"

9$'&"H.&"."(,'3(%"6.&%"',"R(/2-%J"j,%"H/'#%/"',"#$%"Guardian"H/2#%"#$.#"#$%8"62(0+"V,2#"'*.4',%"

.,8"2#$%/"R(/2-%.,"62(,#/8".6#(.008").,,',4"qVisions of EcstasyrG"0%.&#"21".00"2,"#$%"&62/%"21"

)0.&-$%*8JX105"F,+%%+G"4';',4"%;'+%,6%"#2"#$%"Rd?c"#$%"1/%%"%Q-/%&&'2,"6$./'#8"!/#'60%"BS"#20+"

#$%"62(/#"#$.#"V2,08"',"F#.08".,+"R,40.,+"H%/%"1'0*&"21"."/%0'4'2(&",.#(/%"0'.)0%"#2")%"-/2&%6(#%+"

H'#$".,8"+%4/%%"21"&(66%&&GX"1',+',4",2"2#$%/"62(,#/'%&"2(#"21"#$%"2,%&"'#"&(/;%8%+".,8"',&#.,6%"

21"."$%.0#$8"6(0#(/%"21")0.&-$%*8"-/2&%6(#'2,J106"9$%"Rd?c"[(+4%*%,#"H2(0+"$.;%"&'4,'1'6.,#"

62,&%3(%,6%&"',#2"#$%"1(#(/%".,+ "Z',4/2;%"H.&"/'4$#"#2")%"62,6%/,%+"H$%,"$%"%Q-/%&&%+"$'&"

1%./"#$.#"#$%"+%6'&'2,".4.',&#"$'*"VH2(0+"&#/%,4#$%,"#$%"6.&%"21"Y/'#'&$"M(&0'*&"H$2"H.,#"#2"

%Q#%,+"#$%")0.&-$%*8"0.Hp&2"#$.#"q<.0*.," c(&$+'%r"6.,")%")/2(4$#"#2"#/'.0JX107"

"

9$%/%"$.+")%%,"."V&#/.,4%"/%&(//%6#'2,X"21")0.&-$%*8"',"R,40.,+")%#H%%,"BSTW".,+"BSUSJ"F,"

-2&',4"#$'&"-%/'2+'&.#'2,G"/.#$%/"#$.,"#.I',4"BSUS".,+"The Satanic Verses".&"."&#./#',4"-2',#G"

%*-$.&'&"$.&")%%,"&$'1#%+"1(/#$%/").6I"',"#'*%J"!0#$2(4$"#$%"c(&$+'%".11.'/"'&"-%/$.-&"#$%"*2&#"

',1.*2(& "%-'&2+%"21")0.&-$%*8"',"#H%,#'%#$"6%,#(/8"Y/'#.',".,+"`.&$"$.&"./4(%+"#$.#"

V)0.&-$%*8"&(++%,08")%6.*%"."*.##%/"21"&'4,'1'6.,#08"*.',&#/%.*"',#%/%&#"H'#$',"#$%"-()0'6"

62,&6'2(&,%&&X".&"."/%&(0#"21"#$%"62,#/2;%/&8G"#$'&"$.+"/%.008"$.--%,%+"-/'2/"#2"#$%"Satanic Verses 

)%',4"/%0%.&%+J"!"126(&"2,"#'*',4"'&"'*-2/#.,#"',".&&%&&',4"#$%"-/%6'&%"6.(&%"21"."-$%,2*%,2,J"

9$%"026.#',4"21"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"/%;';.0"21")0.&-$%*8"',"BSTW"/%;%.0&"$2H"'#"#22I"-0.6%"vis-à-vis"

-%/6%-#'2,&".,+".,Q'%#'%&".)2(#"0';',4"',"."V-%/*'&&';%"&26'%#8JX"!"&%/'%&"21"&(66%&&';%"

10.&$-2',#&"%.6$"$%'4$#%,%+"4%,%/.0"-()0'6".H./%,%&&"21")0.&-$%*8".,+"-/2-.4.#%+"#$%"

-/2;'&'2,"21".";26.)(0./8"21"2(#/.4%"#$.#".11/2,#%+")%0'%;%/&".,+"&26'.0"62,&%/;.#';%&"62(0+"

(#'0'&%"#2"%Q-/%&&".,+"./#'6(0.#%"#$%'/"#$2(4$#&".,+" 1%%0',4&J"9$%"62,60(&'2,"H.&"#$%"6%,&2/&$'-"21"

."1'0*"12/")0.&-$%*8".&"H%00".&",.#'2,.0"N.,+"',#%/,.#'2,.0P"/'2#',4".,+";'20%,6%"+(/',4"#$% Satanic 

!
!(#  Hilliard<'L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 219. 
!($  Ibid. 
!(% K0-%&)-,, 28 December 1989, 3. 
!(+  Nash, ;8-1Y34M.'),'+34'73%)1+)-,'R$%8&< 225. 
!(&  J4H'[$%S'2)M41, 16 December 1989, 15. 
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Verses .11.'/".&"*.,8"M(&0'*&"6.00%+"2(#"#$%"$8-26/'&8"21"#$%")0.&-$%*8"0.H&",2#"62;%/',4"2#$%/"

/%0'4'2,&"',"."*(0#'6(0#(/.0G"-0(/.0'&#"Y/'#.',J""
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F#"*'4$#"&%%*"0'I%"#$%"'*-0'6.#'2,&"21"."/%#(/,"21")0.&-$%*8"-/2&%6(#'2,&"62*-0'6.#%"

2;%/./6$',4"&%6(0./'&.#'2,"*%#.,.//.#';%&"H$'6$"&'#"(,%.&'08"H'#$"#$%"H$20%"'+%."21")0.&-$%*8"',"

#$%"*2+%/,"H2/0+J"!4.',G"'#"&$2(0+")%"%*-$.&'&%+"#$.#"*2+%0&"21"/%0'4'2(&"2/"*2/.0").6I0.&$"

6.,")%"%.&'08"%Q.44%/.#%+J"!66(&.#'2,&"21")0.&-$%*8"',"-2&#OBSWE&"R,40.,+"+2"/%10%6#"#$%"12/6%&"

#$.#"H%/%"*./&$.00%+".4.',&#"-%/*'&&';%,%&&G")(#"'#"&$2(0+")%"2)&%/;%+"#$.#"#$'&"*2)'0'&.#'2,"h"',"

/%&-2,&%"#2"#$%"/.008',4"6.00"21"*2/.0"4(./+'.,&"h"$.--%,%+"2,"."#%//.',"H$'6$G"1/2*"#$%"*2/.0'&#"

-%/&-%6#';%G"H.&"%&&%,#'.008"(,&.0;.4%.)0%J"c%0'4'2,"6%/#.',08"/%*.',%+"'*-2/#.,#"',"

62,#%*-2/./8"R,40.,+".,+")0.&-$%*8"'&"."6.&%"',"-2',#J"9$%"%/."1/2*"#$%"*'+ OBSTE&"#2"#$%"

BSSE&"H.&",2#"2,%"H$'6$"H'#,%&&%+"#$%"+%.#$"I,%00"21"/%0'4'2,")(#",2/"H.&"'#"2,%"6$./.6#%/'&%+"

)8"."-2-(0./"2/"H'+%&-/%.+").6I0.&$".4.',&#"#$%".+;.,6%&"21"-%/*'&&';%,%&&J"Z$'0&#"#$%"6.&%&"

$%/%"&%%*"#2"&(--2/#"`.&$K&",2#'2,"#$.#"V+%%-08"1%0#"d$/'&#'.,")%0'%1&"6.,"*2#';.#%"-()0'6".6#'2,"

.,+"',#%/;%,#'2,"',".,".--./%,#08"&%6(0./".4%GX"#$%"126(&"$%/%"$.&")%%,"2,"0%##%/&"21"62*-0.',#"

.,+"*%+'."+%).#%&J"9$%&%"&2(/6%&"*'4$#"-/2;'+%"',&'4$#"',#2"#$%"/.,4%"21"2-','2,".,+"#$%"I',+&"

21"./4(*%,#&"6%/#.',"4/2(-&".,+"',+';'+(.0&"H%/%"*.I',4"',"/%&-2,&%"#2")0.&-$%*2(&"*.#%/'.0G"

.,+"#$%"I',+"21"0.,4(.4%"#$%8"(&%+"#2"1/.*%".,+"./#'6(0.#%"#$2&%"/%&-2,&%&G")(#"#$%8"+2",2#"

',+'6.#%"#$%"%Q#%,#"21"#$2&%"2-','2,&J"9$%"/%.6#';.#'2,"21")0.&-$%*8"+2%&",2#"0%,+"6/%+%,6%"#2"

/%6%,#"60.'*&"#$.#"#$%"H$20%"'+%."21"."&%6(0./"&26'%#8"H.&".,"'*.4',.#';%"62,&#/(6#'2,"',"#$%"1'/&#"

-0.6%J"=2/"',&#.,6%G"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%"1'0%"2,"Life of Brian"62,#.',&"2,08"iT"0%##%/&"1/2*".44/'%;%+"

*%*)%/&"21"#$%"-()0'6".,+"02))8',4")2+'%&J"9$'&"'&",2#"',+'6.#';%"21"H'+%&-/%.+"*2/.0").6I0.&$J"

I,"#/(#$G"*2/.0"4(./+'.,&"H%/%")%62*',4"',6/%.&',408"*./4',.0'&%+".&"/%0'4'2,".,+"#$%"d$(/6$"

02&#"#$%'/"-2H%/"2;%/"0.HO*.I',4G"-20'68*.I',4".,+" #$%"*2/.0"4('+.,6%"21"#$%"R,40'&$"-()0'6"

2;%/"#$%"62(/&%"21"#$%"&%62,+"$.01"21"#$%"#H%,#'%#$"6%,#(/8J"9$%"V/%&(//%6#'2,X"21")0.&-$%*8G"

#$%,G"H.&"62,6(//%,#"#2"#$%"+%60',%"21"d$/'&#'.,'#8".,+"#$%"',&#'#(#'2,.0"-(/6$.&%"21"#$%"d$/'&#'.,"

d$(/6$J"
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"F#!F/%;(&.(G!HF/2(%!I1*'/(*J!1&2!'=(!3%;/'/.*!%@!K%41;!31&/.!/&!'=(!ABLD*!
"
‘Only the Daily Gnome has forced a major change in Government policy and made the powers that be see sense. Our week-long 
series of pieces on the top 100 disgusting videos currently available was a masterpiece of campaigning journalism. Only the Daily 
Gnome gave a full plot summary and detailed description of each obscene and depraved action on every one of these revolting 
videos. Only the Daily Gnome published graphic stills of the sort of corrupting filth that is getting into our homes every day. 
And only the Daily Gnome is offering a cut-price video compilation of all the most twisted and most vile moments of the videos 
that we have now successfully curbed.’ 
 
E'V%):-+4'W.4.!  
"
F,"a(,%"BSTTG"M./8"Z$'#%$2(&%"4.;%"."62,1'+%,#".++/%&&"#2"."*%%#',4"21"`\!b!".#"#$%"

7208#%6$,'6"21"d%,#/.0"b2,+2,J2"<$%"+%60./%+"#$.#",2"02,4%/"62(0+"#$%8")%"+'&*'&&%+"V.&"$.&"

)%%,"#$%"+%0')%/.#%"-0.8"12/"&2"02,4X".&"."V/.#$%/"]2(#"21"#2(6$K"&*.00"*',2/'#8pH%"$.;%".0H.8&"

)%%,".H./%"#$.#pH%"&-2I%"12/"#$%"&'0%,#G".,+",2H",2#"&2"&'0%,#"*.[2/'#8JX"9$%"62&#"21"

-%/*'&&';%,%&&G"Z$'#%$2(&%"&.'+G"$.+")%%,"V'**%.&(/.)0%X".,+"'#"$.+")%%,"+/';%,")8"."

V-.&&'2,.#%".,+"(,&6/(-(02(&".++'6#'2,"#2"$./+"6.&$"2/"'+%2024'6.0".+;.,#.4%JX"Z$'#%$2(&%"H.&"

&%,&',4"H$.#"&$%")%0'%;%+"#2")%"&2*%#$',4"21"."#(/,',4"-2',#J"9$%"82(#$1(0".,+"2-#'*'&#'6"

6(0#(/.0"V%,%/48X"21"#$%"BSWE&"$.+")%%,")/2(4$#"#2"."$.0#"',"BSTA"12002H',4"#$%"j7Rd"2'0"

%*)./42G"."+2*%&#'6"%62,2*'6"6/'&'&"#$.#"&.H"&(66%&&';%"&#.#%&"21"%*%/4%,68"+%60./%+")8"

R+H./+"?%.#$K&"d2,&%/;.#';%"42;%/,*%,#G"."&%/'%&"21"&#%/0',4"+%;.0(.#'2,&G".,+",.#'2,.0"-2H%/"

6(#&J"Y8"BSTTG"',".++'#'2,"#2"#$%"6$.,4%&"',"-%/&2,,%0".#"#$%"577".,+"M%#/2-20'#.,"720'6%G"#$%"

0.(,6$"21"#$%"Z'00'.*&"d2**'##%%K&"',;%&#'4.#'2,"',#2"-2/,24/.-$8G".,+".,"2)&%/;.)0%"

3(.,#'#.#';%".,+"3(.0'#.#';%"&$'1#"',"-2/,24/.-$8"',"R,40.,+G"#$%".1#%/402H"21"#$%"V&H',4',4X"

-%/'2+".--%./%+"#2"$.;%"%))%+".H.8".&"#$%"42;%/,*%,#"/%;%.0%+"',10.#'2,"$.+"-(&$%+"(-"-/'6%&"

)8"&%;%,#8"-%/"6%,#"',"#$/%%"8%./&G",.#'2,.0"&#/'I%&"/%-%.#%+08"#$/%.#%,%+"#2")/',4"#$%"62(,#/8"#2"."

&#.,+&#'00G"Fc!")2*)',4&"-/%&%,#%+"."-%/*.,%,#"+.,4%/G"/'2#&".,+";'20%,#"60.&$%&"H'#$"-20'6%"

)%6.*%"*2/%"1/%3(%,#"',"./%.&"&(6$".&"b%H'&$.*G".,+"."&%/'%&"21"+'&#(/)',4".,+")/(#.0"*(/+%/&"

H%/%".00"0',I%+"#2"#$%"&.*%"(,I,2H,"-%/-%#/.#2/")%',4"+())%+"',"#$%"-/%&&".&"V9$%"l2/I&$'/%"

c'--%/GX"*(/+%/',4"H2*%,"',"#$%"`2/#$"12/"1';%"8%./&".&"$%"%;.+%+".00"',;%&#'4.#';%"%112/#&J"

"

F,".44/%4.#%G"Y/'#.',K&"-2-(0./"62,#',%,#.0"'*.4%".&"#$%"V&'6I"*.,"21"R(/2-%X"+'+",2#"&%%*"&2"

(,/%.&2,.)0%".&"'#"%,#%/%+"."VZ',#%/"21"5'&62,#%,#X")%#H%%,"BSTU".,+"BSTSJ3"9$%"Z'00'.*&"

c%-2/#"H.&"%;%,#(.008"-()0'&$%+"[(&#".&"./4(*%,#&".)2(#"-%/*'&&';%,%&&"H%/%")%',4"&()&(*%+"

!
!  Quoted in Petley, =)8M'-,&'`)&4$'74,1$%13)Y, 103. 
"  NA: HO, 256/965, Mary Whitehouse’s address to the Polytechnic of Central London. 
# This had been the image of Britain presented by many foreign commentators for a decade by this point. See: Dominic 
Sandbrook, R3$'(-%41'R),16';%)+-),<'ABFBEABD ̂(London, 2019), 9. 
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V#/.+'#'2,.0X"&#.,+./+&"21"!,402Od$/'&#'.,";.0(%&G"#.&#%".,+"+%6%,68J"
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L';%,"#$'&"+2*%&#'6"-20'#'6.0"2/'%,#.#'2,G"'#"'&")%1'##',4"#$.#"#$%"*.',",%H"#%6$,2O6(0#(/.0"
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!
$ Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4, 64 
% Ibid. 
+ Julian Upton, “Electric Blues: The Rise and Fall of Britain’s First Pre-recorded Videocassette Distributors,” O$0%,-8'$#';%)+)13'
7),4M-'-,&'2484:)1)$,'13 (2016), 21. 
& Ibid. 
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!
'  Ibid., 27. 
,  Laurence O’Toole, V$%,$*$Y)-, 133. 
!(  Upton, “Electric Blues,” 31. 
!!  Ibid. 
!"  Ibid. 
!#  Ibid. 
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!
!$  Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4, 64. 
!% The origin of the term “video nasty” is a little unclear. In 1984, Martin Barker identified the earliest use of the term as 
belonging to Mary Whitehouse in a 1982 meeting, whilst ex-BBFC director James Ferman claimed in a 2005 documentary that a 
50,&-.'2)M41 article by Peter Chippendale was the first to use the phrase. Bill Thompson notes the term “nasties” gained popular 
currency after it was used by the 50,&-.'V4$Y84 to describe a pornographic video in December 1981, 
!+ Kate Egan, 2%-13'$%'2%4-10%46'74,1$%13)Y'-,&'+34'73-,T),T'Z4-,),T'$#'+34'`)&4$'J-1+)41'(Manchester: MUP, 2007), 1. 
!& Frank Sharman, “The Video Recordings Act, 1984,” [4-%Q$$S'$#'P-H'7$MY0+4%1'-,&'24*3,$8$T. 2 (1986), 112.  
!'  Ibid. 
!,  D. Marsh, P. Gowin and M. Read, “Private Members Bills and Moral Panic: The Case of the Video Recordings Bill (1984),” 
V-%8)-M4,+-%.'L##-)%1 39 (1986), 183. The authors note that libertarian objections had been what the majority of backbench 
opposition to legislation enforcing the compulsory wearing of seatbelts had been based on. 
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!
"(  Jock Young, 234'(%0T+-S4%16'234'5$*)-8'Z4-,),T'$#'(%0T'?14 (London, 1971). 
"!  Stanley Cohen, =$8S'(4:)81'-,&'Z$%-8'V-,)*16'234'7%4-+)$,'$#'+34'Z$&1'-,&'9$*S4%1 (London, 1972). 
""  “Moral panic” rejected “essentialist” approaches in the study of deviancy in favour of “constructionist” methods, meaning it 
was less interested in if a particular phenomenon actually existed than in what was considered the more fundamental issue of how 
and why a particular condition or event came to be viewed as a problem. Its main application, therefore, has been to explain gaps 
between empirical reality and media representations of deviancy.  
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!
"# Cohen, =$8S'(4:)81'-,&'Z$%-8'V-,)*1, 1. Importantly, this is a description that did not, in isolation, set the concept of moral panic 
apart from other existing models of the social construction of social problems. 
"$ In addition, there were several other key features such as “deviancy amplification” and a widespread public demand for more 
social controls, but Cohen’s model was essentially defined by his three-phase, nine-element process. 
"% Stuart Hall et al., V$8)*),T'+34'7%)1)1. 
"+ This idea of moral panics as “crises of capitalism” has been particularly emphasised in the British literature whilst American 
sociologists have tended to assign more importance to psychological factors (which may, for example, include sexual repression 
on the part of moralist actors involved in the panic). As well as “elite-engineered” panics, the two other “ideal type” moral panics 
are “grassroots panics” in which the panic “articulates and amplifies collective emotions that, in latent form, are widespread in 
the population” with the driving force behind them being “existing anxieties, fear, and dread that are widely held throughout the 
population,” and also “interest group driven panics” which are those where “a group of actors who occupy the ‘middle rungs of 
power’ drive the panic and use it as a bid for more power.” See: Isaac Ariel Reed, “Deep culture in action: resignification, 
synecdoche, and metanarrative in the moral panic of the Salem Witch Trials,” 234$%.'-,&'5$*)4+. 44 (2015), 67. 
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!
"& Ibid., 65-66. 
"'  Ibid., 66. Significant revisions include: D.B. Emmanuel, “Globalisation: Cohen’s theory and the moral panic,” L#%$'L1)-,'
O$0%,-8'$#'5$*)-8'5*)4,*41 5 (2014), 1-15; A Dandoy, “Towards a Bourdieusian frame of moral panic analysis: The history of a moral 
panic inside the field of humanitarian aid,” 234$%4+)*-8'7%)M),$8$T. 19 (2014), 416-533. 
",  Nicky Falkof points out that over 5,000 cited academic studies have referred to Folk Devils and there have also been several 
special issues of respected scholarly journals dedicated to the concept: Nicky Falkof, “On Moral Panic: Some Directions for 
Further Development,” 7%)+)*-8'5$*)$8$T. 46 (2020), 230. Journals that have dedicated special issues to the concept include the 
;%)+)13'O$0%,-8'$#'7%)M),$8$T. and 7%)M4<'Z4&)-<'708+0%4. Falkof observes that “substantial works on the subject continue to be 
published” with a search on Google Scholar revealing “2,620 appearances of the term in 2017 alone.” The substantial works 
referenced include: S.P. Hier (ed.), Z$%-8'V-,)*'-,&'+34'V$8)+)*1'$#'L,")4+. (London, 2011); C Krinsky (ed.), 234'L13T-+4'9414-%*3'
7$MY-,)$,'+$'Z$%-8'V-,)*1 (London, 2016); S. Nichols and T. O’Malley (eds), Z$%-8'V-,)*1<'5$*)-8'=4-%1<'-,&'+34'Z4&)-6'I)1+$%)*-8'
Y4%1Y4*+):41 (London, 2013). 
#( Bill Thompson and Andy Williams, 234'Z.+3'$#'Z$%-8'V-,)*16'54"<'5,0##'-,&'5-+-, (London, 2013). 
#!  Ibid. 
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!
#" Thompson and Williams claim that after they presented their paper to a panel on moral panic, they received a “volatile and 
hostile reaction.” Their publishing proposals died and new conference papers that questioned other panics were “systematically 
blackballed by organisers.” They go on to write than in 1993, after another book proposal failed, the US commissioning editor 
revealed that “while it may have been sociologically correct to point out that progressives engaged in moral enterprise,” as 
Thompson and Williams did, “the current consensus ensured that it was politically incorrect to say so…they would publish if we 
removed all criticism of progressives.” Peter Tatchell ultimately helped the authors get their book to print. 
## Sean Hier has summarised moral panic research and the various criticisms of the concept made before 2011. See: S. P. Hier, 
“Bringing Moral panic studies into focus” in S.P. Hier (ed.), Z$%-8'V-,)*'-,&'+34'V$8)+)*1'$#'L,")4+.'(London, 2011), 1-14. Falkof 
points out that researchers “have long observed [moral panic] has been overused to the point of meaninglessness and is too 
flawed, adaptable or disproportionate to be a useful analytical tool”: Falkof, “On Moral Panic,” 226. Scholars referenced by 
Falkof include: B. Cornwell and A. Linders, “The myth of ‘moral panic’: An alternative account of LSD prohibition,” (4:)-,+'
;43-:)$0% 23 (2002), 307-330; Y. Jewkes, Z4&)-'-,&'7%)M4 (Thousand Oaks, 2004); J. Muncie, “Much ado about nothing? The 
sociology of moral panics,” 5$*)-8'5+0&)41'94:)4H 3 (1987), 42-47; P.A.J. Waddington, “Mugging as a moral panic: a question of 
proportion,” ;%)+)13'O$0%,-8'$#'5$*)$8$T. 37 (1986), 245-259. Falkof also observes the extent to which recent book and journal titles 
on the subject reflect the level of discomfort with the concept: Falkof, “On Moral Panic,” 226. Falkof highlights recent 
interventions including: A. McRobbie and S. L. Thornton, “Rethinking ‘Moral Panic’ for MultiMediated Social Worlds,” 234'
;%)+)13'O$0%,-8'$#'5$*)$8$T. 46 (1995), 559-574; M. DeYoung, “Another Look at Moral Panics: The case of satanic day care centers,” 
(4:)-,+';43-:)$0% 19 (1998), 257-278; S.P. Hier, “Thinking Beyond Moral Panic: Risk, Responsibility, and the Politics of 
Moralization,” 234$%4+)*-8'7%)M),$8$T. 12 (2008), 173-190; A. Rohloff and S. Wright, “Moral Panic and Social Theory: Beyond the 
Heuristic,” 70%%4,+'5$*)$8$T. 58 (2010), 403-419; M. David et al., ‘The Idea of Moral Panic – Ten Dimensions of Dispute,” 7%)M4<'
Z4&)-<'708+0%4 7 (2011), 215-228. Critcher, too, admits that there have been “careless applications of the moral panic model” that 
merit criticism. His response, in keeping with others who still see an important place for “moral panic,” is to argue that these 
criticisms tend to suppress the nuances of Choen’s original analysis or underestimate its “flexibility”: Chas Critcher, “Widening 
the Focus: Moral Panics as Moral Regulation,” ;%)+)13'O$0%,-8'$#'7%)M),$8$T. 49 (2008), 31. 
#$ Philip Jenkins, “Failure to Launch: Why Do Some Social Issues Fail to Detonate Moral Panics?,”'234';%)+)13'O$0%,-8'$#'
7%)M),$8$T. 49 (2009), 36. !
#% Alan Hunt, “Anxiety and Social Explanation: Some Anxieties About Anxiety,” O$0%,-8'$#'5$*)-8'I)1+$%. 32 (1999), 509. Cohen has 
himself addressed and defended the ideological and political basis underlying the original idea of “moral panic”: Stanley Cohen, 
“Whose Side Were We On? The undeclared politics of moral panic theory,”'7%)M4<'Z4&)-<'708+0%4 7 (2011), 237-243. Jock Young 
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!
has also quoted David Garland’s account of how moral panic was derived from the social attitudes of young 1960s sociologists 
“in the face of what they regarded as uninformed, intolerant and unnecessarily repressive reactions to deviance by conservative 
authorities,” and so they developed a response to counter the reaction by pointing to, in the first instance, an empirical mistake 
and misplaced anxiety, as well as the compulsive need to moralise. “The first level of advocacy was thus,” writes Young, “the 
appreciation and defence of subculture, the second was to question the nature of social reaction.”: Jock Young, “Moral Panic: Its 
Origins in Resistance, Ressentiment and the Translation of Fantasy into Reality,” ;%)+)13'O$0%,-8'$#'7%)M),$8$Ty 49 (2009), 8-9. 
Therefore it is true but unsurprising that “moral panic” has generally been used by left-liberal researchers who might have an 
ideological interest in debunking the panic they are confronting, though the model is not always wholly convincing or useful in all 
of these cases. This is discussed at greater length in Jenkins, “Failure to Launch,” 35-47.!
#+ Thompson has attacked the foundational study of Clacton used in Folk Devils for its omission of important context, such as 
“the complete lack of indication that the country was already in the midst of a debate over the causes of and solutions to 
delinquency” before any media-constructed moral panic took place in response to the Mods and Rockers clash: Bill Thompson 
and Cecil Greek, “Mods and Rockers, Drunken Debutants, and Sozzled Students: Moral Panic or the British Silly Season?,” 
5LKW'!Y4, (2012), 1. 
#& Falkof, “On Moral Panic,” 227.  
#'  Petley, “Are We Insane,” 23.  
#,  Ibid. Other example of the lens of moral panic being applied to the video nasties include: Barker, The Video Nasties; Chas 
Critcher, oral Panics and the Media (Buckingham: 2003); Egan, 2%-13'$%'2%4-10%4; R. Shuker, “Popular culture and the Young: The 
James Bulger Murder, 1993” in C. Crinsky, 234'L13T-+4'9414-%*3'7$MY-,)$,'+$'Z$%-8'V-,)*1 (London, 2013), 233-249; D. Gregory, 
;-,'+34'5-&)1+'`)&4$1]'[documentary] (London: Anchor Bay UK, 2005). 
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!
$( Gregory, ;-,'+34'5-&)1+'`)&4$1]f'Jake West, `)&4$'J-1+)416'Z$%-8'V-,)*<'74,1$%13)Y'o'`)&4$+-Y4 [documentary] (Nucleus Films, 
2010). 
$!  Ibid. 
$" Ibid. 
$# For a collection and analysis of video nasty pre-certificate video sleeves and their impact on the creation of the panic, see: N. 
Wingrove and M Morris, 234'L%+'$#'+34'J-1+.'(London, 1998). 
$$ Quoted in Upton, “Electric Blues,” 28. 
$% Ibid. 
$+ Jenkins, >,+)M-+4'W,4M)41, 30. 
$& Ibid., 31.!
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!
$'  Ibid.!
$,  In his most recent narrative history, Dominic Sandbrook highlights a “vibrancy, a sense of colour and confidence” in the early 
1980s that had been absent in the 1970s and points to new suburbs and shopping centres as a counterbalance to the closing of 
factories and pubs, whilst emphasising “the relative contentment of an affluent, aspirational society. Nonetheless, Sandbrook also 
acknowledges that by 1980 inflation was nearing 22 per cent and unemployment two million, observing that 1982 saw the 
economist John Eatwell declare in his book Whatever Happened to Britain? That “in the last ten years Britain has had no 
companion in failure. She stands alone.” This accompanied an eight-part BBC2 series on the same subject, whilst Sidney Pollard’s 
The Wasting of the British Economy was also published the same years. Sandbrook, R3$'(-%41'R),1, xxii, 12, 19; John Eatwell, 
R3-+4:4%'I-YY4,4&'+$';%)+-),m'234'W*$,$M)*1'$#'(4*8),4 (London, 1982); Sidney Pollard, 234'R-1+),T'$#'+34';%)+)13'W*$,$M. (London, 
1982). !
%( Gregory, ;-,'+34'5-&)1+'`)&4$1]@ 
%! Ibid.!
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%"'(-)8.'Z-)8, 12 May 1982, 12.!
%#'50,&-.'2)M41, 23 May 1982, 7. !
%$ (-)8.'W"Y%411, 28 May 1982, 7. !
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+2* ',.#%+")8"#$%"&',I',4"21"?M<"!/+%,#J"b'I%H'&%G"#$%"Daily ExpressK"V72'&2,X"./#'60%"#22I"(-"

$.01"21"-.4%"&%;%,".,+"H.&"2;%/&$.+2H%+")8"#$%"-/%6%+',4"-.4%&"H$'6$"1%.#(/%+"."&%/'%&"21"

&#/'I',4"'*.4%&"21"&20+'%/&"/%#(/,',4"$2*%J"

"

?2H%;%/G"#$%&%"./#'60%&"62(0+")%"6(#"2(#".,+"6200%6#%+")8"*2/.0".6#';'&#&".,+"&%,#"#2"*%*)%/&"21"

7./0'.*%,#"',"2/+%/"#2".--08"-20'#'6.0"-/%&&(/%J"d(##',4&"H%/%"',+%%+"&%,#"#2"*2&#"M7&".,+"

42;%/,*%,#"*','&#%/&"',".,"%11'6'%,#"0%##%/OH/'#',4"6.*-.'4,"2/6$%&#/.#%+")8"M./8"Z$'#%$2(&%J56"

9$'&"%,&(/%+"#$.#")8"a(,%"BSUD"3(%&#'2,&"H%/%")%',4"/.'&%+"',")2#$"?2(&%&"21"7./0'.*%,#J"!#"

#$'&"-2',#G"$2H%;%/G"#$%"YY=dG"H2/I',4"',"62,[(,6#'2,"H'#$"#$%"Y\!G"$.+".0/%.+8"%&#.)0'&$%+"."

H2/I',4 O-./#8"#2"2(#0',%"-2&&')'0'#'%&"12/".";'+%2"60.&&'1'6.#'2,"&8&#%*".--/2Q'*.#',4"#$.#"H$'6$"

.--0'%+"#2"6',%*.J57"L2;%/,*%,#"/%-0'%&"#2"3(%&#'2,&"',"#$%"d2**2,&"',+'6.#%+"#$.#"'#"

&(--2/#%+"#$%";'+%2"',+(&#/8"-(##',4"'#&"2H,"$2(&%"',"2/+%/".#"#$'&"#'*%".,+"',#%/,.0"*%*2&"

/%.11'/*%+"#$'&"-/%1%/%,6%J58"Z$'#%$2(&%"H.&",2#"I%%,"2,"#$%"'+%."21"."[2',#"62**'##%%".,+"',"

#$%"Times &$%"-2',#%+"#2"#$%"-/%&%,6%"2,"'#"21"b.+8"702H+%,G"VH$2"/%6%,#08"&-2,&2/%+"#$%"

+%1%,6%"1(,+"',"&(--2/#"21"#$%"`.#'2,.0"9$%.#/%"',"#$%"]c2*.,&"',"Y/'#.',K"q)0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0r"

#/'.0GX".&"H%00".&"b2/+"?./0%6$"H$2"$.+")%%,"7/%&'+%,#"21"#$%"YY=d")%#H%%,"BSWm".,+"BSUmJ59""

"

!
%% Petley, “Are We Insane?”!
%+ NA: PREM 19/4204, Home Affairs. Obscenity legislation (video nasties).!
%& Ibid.  
%' Ibid; Thatcher MSS THCR 3/2/11; Thatcher MSS THCR 1/11/7. !
%, 2)M41, 31 May 1982, 4. Also see: Barber, “Power struggles.”!
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<'*(0#.,%2(&08G"#$%"-20'6%"$.+")%4(,"#2"6/.6I+2H,"2,";'+%2#.-%&J"7%#%/"e/(4%/"$.+".//';%+".&"

$%.+"21"#$%"j)&6%,%"7()0'6.#'2,&"<3(.#".#"<62#0.,+"l./+"',"BSUB".,+"H'#$',"."1%H"*2,#$&"$.+"

12(,+"$'*&%01"62,1/2,#%+"H'#$".,"%Q-02&'2,"21"/%-2/#&"1/2*"d(&#2*&"',12/*',4"#$%"<3(.+"21"

6%/#.',";'+%2&")%',4"'*-2/#%+"',#2"#$%"62(,#/8"H$'6$"e/(4%/"+%&6/')%+".&"V#2#.008"2)&6%,%JX60"

720'6%"12/6%&"H%/%"&%'_',4";'+%2#.-%&"1/2*"/%#.'0%/&"H$'6$"#$%8"#$2(4$#"*'4$#")%"12(,+"2)&6%,%"

(,+%/"&%6#'2,&"#H2".,+"#$/%%"21"#$%"j7!G"H$'0&#"#$%"577"'&&(%+"."H./,',4"#2"+'&#/')(#2/&J"l%#"

#$%/%"H.&",2"4('+.,6%".&"#2"H$.#"#$%"-20'6%"&$2(0+"$.;%")%%,"022I',4"12/".,+"#$'&"/%&(0#%+"',"."

H'+%"/.,4%"21"*.#%/'.0")%',4"&%'_%+J"DDGiEA";'+%2&"H%/%"#.I%,")8"-20'6%"',"#$%"b2,+2,"

*%#/2-20'#.,"./%.&".02,%"',"BSUDJ61"<2*%"/%#.'0%/&"H%/%"1',+',4"#$%'/"%,#'/%"&#26I"H.&")%',4"

/%*2;%+".,+"."&#.#%"21"62,1(&'2,"H.&"2,08"%Q.6%/).#%+"2;%/"BSUD".&"#$%"-20'6%")%6.*%"*2/%"

',+'&6/'*',.#%J"9$'&"0%+"#2"&2*%"+'&#/')(#2/&".,+"/%#.'0%/&")%62*',4"&8*-.#$%#'6"#2"#$%"6%/#.',#8"

21"0',%&")%',4"+/.H,"%;%,"'1")8"&#.#(#2/8"/%4(0.#'2,J62"e/(4%/"$'*&%01"H.&"H2/I',4"602&%08"H'#$"

*2/.0"-/%&&(/%"4/2(-&".,+"#$2(4$#"Z$'#%$2(&%"VH.&"+2',4"."422+"[2)p)%6.(&%"&$%"H.&"

)/',4',4"#2".##%,#'2,"#$',4&"#$%"4%,%/.0"-()0'6"[(&#"H%/%,K#".H./%"21X".,+"e/(4%/"H2(0+"V42".,+"

+'&6(&&"H'#$"Z$'#%$2(&%"H$.#"H%"H%/%"42',4"#2"+2".,+"$2H"H%"H%/%"42',4"#2"+2"'#JX63"9$'&"

602&%"H2/I',4"/%0.#'2,&$'-")%#H%%,"#$%"$%.+"21"."M%#/2-20'#.,"720'6%"&-%6'.0"(,'#".,+"."-/';.#%"

6'#'_%,"'&"(,(&(.0".,+"#2"&2*%"%Q#%,#"/%10%6#&"#$%".)'0'#'%&"21"."*2/.0"*',2/'#8"#2"%11%6#';%08"

)8-.&&"-()0'6"2-','2,J"Y8"<%-#%*)%/"BSUD"#$%"1'/&#"&(66%&&1(0"6$./4%&".4.',&#"$2//2/";'+%2&"$.+"

)%%,")/2(4$#".4.',&#"Death TrapG"The Driller KillerG"I Spit on Your GraveG"SS Experiment Camp .,+"

Cannibal HolocaustJ"=2/"+'&#/')(#2/&".,+"/%#.'0%/&G"#$%"&'#(.#'2,"+%#%/'2/.#%+"H$%,"5.;'+"

?.*'0#2, OL/.,#G"#$%"+'&#/')(#2/"21"Nightmares in a Damaged BrainG".,+"#H2"2#$%/&"H%/%".//%&#%+G"

6$./4%+"(,+%/"#$%"j7!G".,+"?.*'0#2, OL/.,#"H.&"4';%,"."-/'&2,"&%,#%,6%J64"9$%"577"$.+".0&2"

)%4(,"62*-'0',4"."0'&#"21"1'0*&"#$.#"*'4$#")%"-/2&%6(#.)0%"(,+%/"&%6#'2,"#H2"21"#$%"j7!G".,+"

.,2#$%/"0'&#"21"#'#0%&"H'#$"#$%"+%-./#*%,#"#$2(4$#"(,0'I%08"."[(/8"H2(0+"62,;'6#"21"2)&6%,'#8")(#"

H$'6$"."*.4'&#/.#%"*'4$#"1',+"2)&6%,%"N.,+"'&&(%"."+%&#/(6#'2,"2/+%/PJ"

"

Z'#$"#$%"1.'0(/%"21"."#%,O*',(#%"/(0%")'00"',#/2+(6%")8"L./%#$"Z./+%00"',"5%6%*)%/"BSUD"H$'6$"

H2(0+"$.;%"*.+%"'#".,"211%,6%"#2"/%,#"2/"&%00"V.+(0#X";'+%2&"#2"6$'0+/%,".,+"82(,4"-%2-0%G"

Z$'#%$2(&%")%4.,"%Q%/#',4"62,&'+%/.)0%"-/%&&(/%"2,"#$%"L2;%/,*%,#J"9$%"1'/&#"#'*%"&$%"

-%/&2,.008"#%0%-$2,%+"`2J"BE"#2"+'&6(&&"2)&6%,%";'+%2#.-%&"H.&"2,"i"=%)/(./8"BSUA"',"2/+%/"#2"

!
+( West<'`)&4$'J-1+)41, 
+! Ibid.; Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4, 66. 
+" Julian Petley, “A Nasty Story,” 5*%44,'25 (1984), 71.!
+# West, `)&4$'J-1+)41. 
+$ K0-%&)-,, 4 February 1984, 2. 
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(/4%"1/%&$".6#'2,"2,"2)&6%,'#8"0%4'&0.#'2,J65"Z$'#%$2(&%"$.+".0/%.+8"62,#.6#%+"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%"

.)2(#"#$%";'+%2",.&#'%&".,+"#$/%%"+.8&".1#%/"$%/"6.00"#2"`2J"BE"Z'00'.*"Z$'#%0.HG"#$%"$2*%"

&%6/%#./8G"H/2#%"#2"$%/"./4(',4"'#"H.&")%&#"#2"H.'#"12/"#$%"YY=dOY\!"/%-2/#".,+"#2"$'4$0'4$#"#$%"

6$/2,'6"+'11'6(0#'%&"',;20;%+"',"&%6(/',4"H'+%08".66%-#.)0%".,+"%11%6#';%"0%4'&0.#'2,"2,"2)&6%,'#8J66"

9$.#6$%/".0&2"H/2#%"#2"Z$'#%$2(&%"#2"/%.&&(/%"$%/"#$.#"&$%"&$./%+"$%/"V+%%-"62,6%/,".)2(#"#$%"

+%60',%"',"*2/.0"&#.,+./+&"',"#$'&"62(,#/8X".,+"#$%"(,+%/*',',4"21"V2(/"#/.+'#'2,.0"&#.,+./+&"21"

+%6%,68".,+"/%&-%6#"12/"1.*'08"0'1%X")(#"#2"62,1'/*"#$%"L2;%/,*%,#"H2(0+"H.'#"12/"#$%"/%-2/#J67"

"

F,"/%&-2,&%G"2,"Dm"=%)/(./8"#$%"Daily Mail"0.(,6$%+"'#&"VY.,"#$%"<.+'&#"\'+%2&X"6.*-.'4,"H'#$"

'#&"1%.#(/%"VZ%"M(&#"7/2#%6#"j(/"d$'0+/%,"`2HGX"6.&#'4.#',4"Z$'#%0.HK&".--./%,#"(,H'00',4,%&&"

#2"62,#%*-0.#%"&#.#(#2/8"/%4(0.#'2,".&"V0(+'6/2(&X".,+"$'&"1.'#$"',".,8"YY=dCY\!"*%.&(/%&".&"

V-'2(&"$2-%JX68"9$%"Mail"#%.&%+"#$%"',.6#'2,"21"V#$'&"0.HO.,+ O2/+%/"L2;%/,*%,#X".,+")0.*%+"'#"

12/"+2',4",2#$',4"#2"62,#/20"#$%"V4.,4&#%/"4.,4&X"H$2"H%/%"-/21'#',4"1/2*"#$.#"',.6#'2,J"!"H%%I"

0.#%/"#$%"Telegraph"-()0'&$%+"9$.#6$%/K&"/%-08"#2"Z$'#%$2(&%K&"#%0%-$2,%"6.00J"Z$'#%$2(&%"#20+"#$%"

,%H&-.-%/"&$%"$.+".&I%+"9$.#6$%/"#2"2;%//'+%"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%K&"/%0(6#.,6%"#2"#/8"12/"

0%4'&0.#'2,@"V9$.#6$%/"'&"#$%"2,08"2,%"#2"$.;%"#$%"4(#&".,+"+%#%/*',.#'2,",%6%&&./8"#2")/%.I"

#$/2(4$"#$%"12&&'0'&%+"<'Q#'%&".##'#(+%&"6$./.6#%/'&%+")8"&%,'2/"6';'0"&%/;.,#&".#"#$%"?2*%"

j11'6%JX69"9$%"&.*%"+.8"#$%"Mail"/%-2/#%+"#$.#"Z$'#%$2(&%"H.,#%+"#2"&6/%%,".";'+%2",.&#8"

62*-'0.#'2,"#2"M7&"',"#$%"d2**2,&")%0'%;',4"#$'&"H2(0+"&$26I"#$%*"',#2";2#',4"12/"

0%4'&0.#'2,J70"Z'#$".00"#$'&"-/%&&(/%"4/2(-".6#';'#8G"#$%"Y\!")%6.*%"62,6%/,%+"#$.#"#$%"

12/#$62*',4";20(,#./8"60.&&'1'6.#'2,"&6$%*%"'#"$.+"+/.H,"(-"H'#$"#$%"YY=d"*'4$#",2#")%"4';%,"

."1.'/"$%./',4J"`2/*.,"!))2##"#20+"Broadcast"*.4._',%".#"#$%"&#./#"21"!-/'0"#$.#"#$%"42;%/,*%,#"

*','&#%/"$%"H.&"0'.'&',4"H'#$"$.+"#20+"$'*"#$%"42;%/,*%,#"H2(0+"H.'#"."/%.&2,.)0%".*2(,#"21"

#'*%")(#"H2(0+"42".$%.+".,+"-/%-./%"0%4'&0.#'2,"&2"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&"."/%.+8O*.+%"Y'00J71"!#"#$'&"

-2',#G"*2/%"V$2//2/"$%.+0',%&X")%4.,".--%./',4"2,"#$%"1/2,#"-.4%&"21"#.)02'+&J"

"

!0#$2(4$"#$%"Y\!".,,2(,6%+"'#&";20(,#./8"60.&&'1'6.#'2,"&6$%*%"2,"Bi"!-/'0G"Z$'#%$2(&%"$.+"

62,#.6#%+"%;%/8"M7".&I',4"12/"#$%'/"&(--2/#"',"&%%I',4"0%4'&0.#'2,".,+"BmE"$.+".--./%,#08"

/%&-2,+%+"&.8',4"#$.#"#$%8"H2(0+"+2"&2J72"9$%"Telegraph"/%-2/#%+"Z$'#%0.H"H.&"62*',4"(,+%/"

!
+% Thatcher MSS (CAL): THCR 3/2/112 f40, internal notes. 
++ Ibid. 
+& Ibid., “MT letter to Mary Whitehouse (obscenity legislation and pornography). 
+' '(-)8.'Z-)8, 25 February 1983, 6.!
+,'(-)8.'2484T%-Y3, 2 March 1983, 17.!
&( (-)8.'Z-)8, 2 March 1983, 11.!
&! Petley, “Are We Insane?”  
&" 2484T%-Y3, 8 April 1983, 2. 
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-/%&&(/%"1/2*"M7&"1/2*".00"-./#'%&"#2"#.I%".6#'2,J73"9$/%%"+.8&"0.#%/G"H'#$"."4%,%/.0"%0%6#'2,"

.--/2.6$',4"',"a(,%G"Z$'#%$2(&%"H/2#%"',"#$%"Times"(/4',4" #$%"d2,&%/;.#';%"7./#8"#2"-(#"

-/2-2&.0&"12/"&#/'6#%/"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&"',"#$%'/""*.,'1%&#2J74"F,"1.6#G"+(/',4"#$%"+/.1#',4"-/26%&&"12/"

#$%"*.,'1%&#2"."*2,#$")%12/%"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%"$.+".0/%.+8"+%6'+%+"'#"H2(0+"',60(+%".,"

.6I,2H0%+4%*%,#"21"V.,"',6/%.&',4"-()0'6"62,6%/,"2;%/"211%,6%&".4.',&#"-()0'6"+%6%,68"H$'6$"

21#%,"$.;%"0',I&".0&2"H'#$"&%/'2(&"6/'*%X".,+"Z$'#%0.H"-/2-2&%+"#2"',#/2+(6%"&-%6'1'6"0%4'&0.#'2,"

#2"62*).#"H$.#"$%"62,&'+%/%+"#$%"*2&#"-/%&&',4"21"#$%&%"'&&(%&G"V&(6$".&"#$%"+.,4%/2(&"4/2H#$"

21";'20%,#".,+"2)&6%,%";'+%2"6.&&%##%&JX75"9$2*-&2,".,+"Z'00'.*&"&(44%&#"#$'&"H.&"-./#"21"."+%.0"

)%#H%%,"#$%"d2,&%/;.#';%"7./#8".,+"`\!b!"N)2#$"$.+")%%,"',".00'.,6%"&',6%"BSTU"H$%,"#$%"

d2,&%/;.#';%"7./#8"b.H8%/&"L/2(-"(/4%+"9$.#6$%/"#2"1',+"*2/%";2#%&"2,"*2/.0"'&&(%&P@"

"

!R0,*#")#%+%.,0()#$%)10)3#Y7)%#IJMh6#,*%#A(&=#$"&,=#(22%&%1#f"+(7&#")(,*%&#1%"+;#P)#&%,7&)#2(&#"#8")02%',(#

.(880,8%),# ,(# .(),&(+# ,*%# /01%('6# R*0,%*(7'%# 4(7+1# ,"E%# *%&# /01%(# )"',0%'# ."8$"03)# ,(# LN# 8"&30)"+#

.()',0,7%).0%'#4*%&%#"#.(7$+%#(2#,*(7'")1#%/")3%+0."+#/(,%'#.(7+1#8"E%#"++#,*%#1022%&%).%6#")1#'%)1#+%,,%&'#,(#

,*%#$&(/0).0"+#$&%''#0)#")(,*%&#ILN#,(4)'#")1#.0,0%'#,(#'%.7&%#,*%#G*&0',0")#.(887)0,=B'#/(,%#,*%&%#,((;<76#

"

F#"'&",2#"62*-0%#%08"60%./"#$.#"#$'&"was"."+%.0")(#"Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"2#$%/"*%*)%/&"21"`\!b!"

6%/#.',08"+'+";'&'#"./2(,+"WE"*./4',.0"62,&#'#(%,6'%&"#2"&-%.I"#2".00"6.,+'+.#%&"2,"#$%"'*-2/#.,6%"

21"+%.0',4"H'#$"2)&6%,%";'+%2&G".,+"`\!b!"6.*-.'4,%+"(,+%/"#$%"&024.,"V6$'0+/%,".#"/'&IG";2#%"

12/"#$%"6.,+'+.#%"H$2"H'00"1'4$#"12/"+%6%,68JX77"5%&-'#%"#$%"Y\!K&"&6$%*%G"&#.#(#2/8"0%4'&0.#'2,"

)%4.,"022I',4"',%;'#.)0%".,+"%;%,"-./#&"21"#$%";'+%2"/%#.'0"',+(&#/8"$.+")%62*%"&8*-.#$%#'6"#2"

#$%"'+%.J78"

"

=2/"#$2&%"&%%I',4"*2/.0"/%;';.0G"#$%"d2,&%/;.#';%"7./#8K&"&(66%&&"2,"S"a(,%"BSUA"H.&"$%./#%,',4J"

Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"̀ \!b!G"$2H%;%/G"H%/%"3('6I08"+'&.--2',#%+"H$%,".00"*%,#'2,"21"2)&6%,'#8"

H.&"0%1#"2(#"21"#$%"o(%%,K&"<-%%6$"2,"DD"a(,%J"9$%";%/8",%Q#"+.8"Z$'#%$2(&%"&%,#".,2#$%/"0%##%/"

#2"9$.#6$%/K&"-/';.#%"&%6/%#./8G"H'#$"H$2*"&$%"&$./%+"."1/'%,+08"/%0.#'2,&$'-G".&I',4"$'*"#2"

%,&(/%"9$.#6$%/"&.H"'#J79"Z$'#%$2(&%"%Q-/%&&%+"$%/"(,%.&%"2;%/"-/%&&"/%-2/#&"#$.#"#$%"

L 2;%/,*%,#"&#'00")/2.+08"1.;2(/%+"#$%";'+%2"',+(&#/8"/%4(0.#',4"'#&%01"N#$%"?2*%"j11'6%"$.+"',"

1.6#".0/%.+8")%4(,"+/.1#',4"."Y'00PJ"<$%"H/2#%G"V2,"#$%"2,%"$.,+"'#"'&"60%./"#$.#"H'#$"%;%/8"+.8"#$.#"

!
&# Ibid. 
&$ 2)M41, 11 April 1983, 4. 
&% Thatcher MSS (CAL): THCR 1/11/7 f67 “Whitelaw letter to Howe.” 
&+ Thompson and Williams, Z.+3'$#'Z$%-8'V-,)*, 130, 160.!
&& Marsh, Gowin and Read, “Private Members Bills,” 188. 
&' Petley, “A Nasty Story,” 72. 
&, PREM 19/1792 f265, “Mary Whitehouse letter to MT.”!
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-.&&%&"6$'0+/%,".,+"82(,4"-%2-0%"./%"',6/%.&',408".#"/'&Ip2,"#$%"2#$%/"$.,+"#$%";'+%2"#/.+%"

'#&%01"$.&"42,%"2,"/%62/+".&"&.8',4"#$%8"$.;%"*'&4';',4&".&"#2"H$%#$%/"&(6$".";20(,#./8"62+%"

62(0+"2/"H2(0+"H2/IJX80"Z$'#%$2(&%".0&2".##.6$%+"60'--',4&"21"#$%"Star’s ',1.*2(&"./#'60%"VY28K&"

`'4$#"21"9%//2/X"H$'6$"/%-2/#%+"."&6%,%"1/2*"."$2//2/";'+%2"H$'6$"$.+")%%,"&6/%%,%+".#"."

Z.0&.00"60()"#2"."VI'++'%".(+'%,6%X"$.+"+/';%,"2,%"82(,4")28"V#2"0';%"',"1%./"21"."*(#'0.#%+"

62/-&%")(/&#',4"1/2*".")%+/22*"6(-)2./+JX81"

"

j,"DT"a(,%"BSUAG"#$%"',.(4(/.0"*%%#',4"21"#$%"7./0'.*%,#./8"L/2(-"\'+%2"F,3('/8"N7\FPG"H$'6$"

$.+")%%,"&%#"(-")8"d!cR"N#$%"&(66%&&2/"#2"`=2b"H$'6$"$.+"6$.,4%+"'#&",.*%"#$.#"8%./PG"#22I"

-0.6%J"5%&-'#%"#$%",.*%"#$'&"H.&",2#"."-./0'.*%,#./8"4/2(-".,+"$.+",2"I',+"21"211'6'.0"&#.#(&"

.0#$2(4$"'#"+'+"$.;%"&2*%"M7&".,+"b2/+&J"F#&"6$.'/*.,"H.&"b2/+"`(4%,#G"."*2/.0'&#"H$2"H2(0+"

0.#%/"&-2,&2/"#$%"Video Recordings Bill"',"#$%"b2/+&J"j#$%/"*%*)%/&"',60(+%+@"c.8*2,+"a2$,&2,G"

d!cRK&"c%&%./6$".,+"R+(6.#'2,"5'/%6#2/k"b.+8"Z.#$%/&#2,"H$2"$%.+%+"#$%"j/+%/"12/"

d$/'&#'.,": ,'#8".,+"H$2"0.#%/")%6.*%"#$%"7/%&'+%,#"21"#$%"`.#'2,.0"d2(,6'0"12/"d$/'&#'.,"

<#.,+./+&"',"<26'%#8k"b2/+"<H',1%,G"."02,4O/(,,',4"6.*-.'4,%/".4.',&#"-2/,24/.-$8k"#$%"Y'&$2-"

21"`2/H'6$k".,+"9'*"<.',&)(/8"H$2"H.&"$%'/"#2"#$%"&(-%/*./I%#"6$.',"12/#(,%".,+"H$2"$.+"

;./'2(&"d$/'&#'.,"1(,+.*%,#.0'&#"62,,%6#'2,&"N$%"$.+".0/%.+8"$%0-%+"&%%"#$2(4$"#$%"Indecent 

Displays BillPJ"9$%"5'/%6#2/"21"#$%"',3('/8"H.&"d0'112/+"?'00"H$2"/.,".,"%;.,4%0'6.0"*'&&'2,"',"

b2,+2,".,+"$.+".0/%.+8"-()0'&$%+"#H2")22I&"2,"#$%"*2/.0"+.,4%/&".,+"+'0%**.&"1.6',4"Y/'#'&$"

&26'%#8J"b'I%"#$%"b2,412/+"',3('/8G"#$%"7\F".++%+"#2"#$%'/"211'6'.0"&$%%,")8"$20+',4"#$%'/"

*%%#',4&"2,"#$%"7./0'.*%,#./8"%&#.#%J"F#"$%0-%+"#$%"7\F"#$.#"'#"62**%,6%+"2,"#$%"&.*%"+.8"#$%"

London Standard"/%-2/#%+"2,"H$.#"#$%",%H&-.-%/"H.&"6.00',4"V#$%";'+%2"/.-'&#GX"0.#%/"/%;%.0%+"#2"

)%"5%,,'&"`'0&%,J82"

"

M%.,H$'0%G"#$%"-20'6%"H%/%"62,#',(',4"#2"&%'_%"."H'+%"/.,4%"21";'+%2"*.#%/'.0".&"#$%"-/%&&"-(#"

2(#"&#2/'%&"21"6/'*',.0"+%1%,+.,#&"60.'*',4";'+%2",.&#'%&"$.+"*.+%"#$%*"62**'#";'20%,#"6/'*%&"

N/%*','&6%,#"21"#$% Clockwork OrangeO*.+%O*%O+2O'#"+%1%,6%&"(&%+"',"#$%"*'+".,+"0.#%"BSTE&PJ"

5%1%,6%"#%.*&"62(0+"*.I%"-0.(&')0%"6.&%&"12/"+'*','&$%+"/%&-2,&')'0'#8"H$'0&#"%.6$"2,%".++%+"

.**(,'#'2,"#2"*2/.0'&#"./*2(/'%&J"j,"AE"a(,%"BSUAG"#$%"Mail"-()0'&$%+"'#&"0%,4#$8"%+'#2/'.0"

Vc.-%"21"j(/"d$'0+/%,K&"M',+&X"N62*)',',4"62,#%*-2/./8".,Q'%#'%&"./2(,+"/.-%G"6$'0+"&%Q(.0"

.)(&%G".,+"#$%"-&86$2024'6.0"'*-.6#"21";'20%,#"1'0*"',#2"2,%"-2H%/1(0"$%.+0',%P@"

"

!
'(  Ibid.!
'!  5+-%, 8 May 1983. 
'" 'P$,&$,'5+-,&-%&, 27 June 1983.!
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!S(4#87.*#+()3%&#40++#,*%#[(/%&)8%),#10,*%&#")1#Q"&+0"8%),#-+",*%&#4*0+%#(7&#.*0+1&%)#.")#.(),0)7%#,(#-7=#

'"10'8#2&(8#,*%#/01%(`$7'*%&F*(4#8")=#8(&%#4(8%)#40++#-%#'"/"3%1#")1#1%20+%1#-=#=(7,*'#4%")%1#()#"#

10%,#(2#&"$%#/01%('F,*%#2"0+7&%#(2#(7&#$(+0,0.0")'#,(#,7&)#-".E#,*0'#,01%#(2#1%3%)%&",%#20+,*#")1#,(#$&%/%),#0,#

2&(8#2(7+0)3#,*%#80)1'#(2#.*0+1&%)#")1#"1(+%'.%),'#0'#)(,*0)3#'*(&,#(2#"#)",0()"+#'.")1"+F5&%#4%#0)'")%e#5&%#

4%#-%),#()#&(,,0)3#(7&#(4)#'(.0%,=#2&(8#40,*0)e83#

"

9$%"Mail’s"62**%,#./8"6.&#'4.#%+"#$%"%11%6#';%,%&&"21"#$%"j7!".,+"6.00%+"12/"."V;'+%2")2./+"21"

62,#/20X"H'#$"/%.0"0%4.0"#%%#$".,+"&%;%/%"-(,'&$*%,#&J"7.4%"#H2"21"#$%"&.*%"Mail"%+'#'2,"1%.#(/%+"

.,"./#'60%")8"9'*"M'0%&G"VZ$2"H'00"+%6'+%^X"H$'6$"/%;%.0%+"V*2/%"#$.,"."#$'/+"21"#$%";'+%2&"

+%-'6#',4";'20%,6%"H$'6$"H%/%"&%'_%+")8"<62#0.,+"l./+"$.;%"+2+4%+"-/2&%6(#'2,X".,+"'#"+%#.'0%+"

#$%"62,6%/,&"21";'+%2"/%#.'0%/&".*'+&#"&()&#.,#'.0"0%4.0"62,1(&'2,J84"9$%"/%&#"21"#$%"'&&(%"H.&"

-.6I%+"H'#$"./#'60%&".)2(#"I'+,.--',4&G";'20%,#"6/'*%".,+"#$%"/.-%".,+"*(/+%/"21"DBO8%./O20+"

<(&.,"c%,$./+J"

"

j,"#$%"&.*%"+.8G"9$.#6$%/"#20+"#$%"d2**2,&"V'#"'&",2#"%,2(4$"#2"$.;%";20(,#./8"

/%4(0.#'2,JJJH%"*(&#")/',4"',".").,"#2"/%4(0.#%"#$%"*.##%/"q21"2)&6%,%";'+%2&rJX85"b%2,"Y/'##.,G"

#$%",%H"?2*%"<%6/%#./8G".0&2".,,2(,6%+"#2"M7&"#$.#"$%"H.&"V,2#"&.#'&1'%+"H'#$"#$%"6(//%,#"&#.#%"

21"#$%"0.HpF"H%062*%"#$%"-/2-2&%+"',#/2+(6#'2,")8"#$%";'+%2"',+(&#/8"21";20(,#./8"62,#/20&G"

)(#"F"+2",2#"62,&'+%/"#$.#G")8"#$%*&%0;%&G"&(6$"62,#/20&"H'00")%"&(11'6'%,#p#$%/%"H'00"6%/#.',08"

$.;%"#2")%"&#.#(#2/8"62,#/20&J86"j,"B"a(08G"$2H%;%/G"H'#$2(#".,8".--./%,#"-0.,&"2/"*%,#'2,"21"

0%4'&0.#'2,"',"#$.#"&%&&'2,"21"7./0'.*%,#G"#$%"Mail /.,"#$%"$%.+0',%"VM7&"Y.6I"M.'0"d.*-.'4,".,+"

9%00"7/%*'%/@"Y.,"\'+%2"<.+'&*"`2HJX87"9$%"+/.1#"Y'00"$.+"',"1.6#",%./08")%%,"62*-0%#%+")8"#$%"

?2*%"j11'6%J"

U%Y*&)&*#B/*-.'*"()*/"&'.#$0(1/, *I/(%8/*V6Y_* *

"

F#"H.&"."&#/2I%"21"0(6I"#$.#".#"#$%"&#./#"21"a(08"BSUAG"L/.$.*"Y/'4$#G"."*2/.0'&#"d2,&%/;.#';%"M7G"

H2, "#$%").002#"12/"."-/';.#%"*%*)%/&K")'00J"Y/'4$#"$.+")%%,"2,%"21"#$%"M7&"Z$'#%$2(&%"$.+"

6.*-.'4,%+"12/"+(/',4"#$%"%0%6#'2,".,+"#.I',4"2,"."Y'00"#2"62,#/20";'+%26.&&%##%&"H.&"',"-./#"."

*%#$2+"21"/%-.8*%,#J"!,".##/.6#';%"/2(#%"H.&".0&2"2-%,%+"12/"#$%"L2;%/,*%,#"H$2".--/2.6$%+"

Y/'4$#"H'#$"#$%'/"2H,"+/.1#"Y'00"h"(&',4"."-/';.#%")'00"*%.,#"#$%";'+%2"',+(&#/8"H2(0+",2#",%%+"#2"

)%"62,&(0#%+J"Y/'4$#"H.&".0&2"H%00"&('#%+"#2"&(6$".")'00".&"$%"+'+"#$',I";'+%2",.&#'%&"H%/%"."

!
'#  (-)8.'Z-)8, 30 June, 1983, 6.!
'$  Ibid., 2. !
'% Petley, “Are We Insane?” 
'+  Ibid.!
'& Ibid.; (-)8.'Z-)8, 1 July 1983, 1.!
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&'4,'1'6.,#"%;'0".,+"',"0./4%"-./#"/%&-2,&')0%"12/"*2/.0"+%60',%J"?%"%;%,".--%./%+"2,"#%0%;'&'2,"

./4(',4G"H'#$".",2#'6%.)0%"0.6I"21"%;'+%,6%G"#$.#";'+%2",.&#'%&".11%6#%+",2#"2,08"6$'0+/%,")(#".0&2"

+24&J88"

"

j,"Bi"a(08"BSUAG"#$%"2(#0',%&"21"Y/'4$#K&"Y'00"H%/%"/%0%.&%+"#2"#$%"-/%&&J"F#"H2(0+"*.I%"'#".,"

211%,6%"#2"62**%/6'.008"&(--08G"2/"#2"211%/"#2"62**%/6'.008"&(--08G".";'+%2"/%62/+',4"H$'6$"$.+"

,2#")%%,"60.&&'1'%+")8".")2+8"+%&'4,.#%+"12/"#$.#"-(/-2&%")8"#$%"<%6/%#./8"21"<#.#%J"F#"H2(0+".0&2"

*.I%"'#".,"211%,6%"#2"&(--08"2/"211%/"#2"&(--08"62**%/6'.008".";'+%2"/%62/+',4"',")/%.6$"21"#$%"

62,+'#'2,&".##.6$%+"#2"#$%"60.&&'1'6.#'2,"6%/#'1'6.#%"N&(6$".&"&%00',4".";'+%2"#$.#"$.+")%%,"60.&&'1'%+"

.&"&('#.)0%"2,08"12/"#$2&%".4%+"BU"2/"2;%/"#2"."6$'0+PJ"9$%&%"211%,6%&"H2(0+".--08"#2"+'&#/')(#2/&G"

H$20%&.0%/&G".,+"/%#.'0%/&J"Z'#$"#$%"Y'00"&6$%+(0%+"12/"/%.+',4"2,"BB"`2;%*)%/"BSUAG"#$%"-/%&&"

6$(/,%+"2(#"&#2/'%&".)2(#";'20%,#"6/'*%&".00%4%+08"62**'##%+"(,+%/";'+%2"',10(%,6%".#"/%4(0./"

',#%/;.0&J89"Z$'#%$2(&%G"$2H%;%/G"H.&",2#"-0%.&%+"H'#$"#$%"Y'00".,+"H.,#%+"."0'&#"21"&-%6'1'6".6#&"

2/"'*.4%&"#$.#"H2(0+")%"-/2$')'#%+"1/2*")%',4"/%-/%&%,#%+"2,"1'0*G"H$.#"H2(0+")%62*%"6.00%+"

#$%"V0.(,+/8"0'&#X".--/2.6$J90"j,"Dm"a(08G"Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"2#$%/"*%*)%/&"21"`\!b!"&%6(/%+"."

*%%#',4"H'#$"b%2,"Y/'##.,".,+"5.;'+"M%002/"N."*','&#%/"',"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%P"#2"+'&6(&&"#$%"Y'00J"

!#"#$%"*%%#',4".,+"',"&()&%3(%,#"0%##%/&"#2"Y/'##.,G"Z$'#%$2(&%"&#/%&&%+"#$.#".0#$2(4$"&$%"

&(--2/#%+"*%.&(/%&"0'I%"Y/'4$#K&G"#$%"2,08"H.8"#2"%11%6#';%08"62*).#"2)&6%,'#8"H.&"#$/2(4$"

62*-/%$%,&';%"/%12/*"21"#$%"j7!"/.#$%/"#$.,"&-%6'1'6"V-'%6%*%.0X"0%4'&0.#'2,"#.6I0',4"

',+';'+(.0"'&&(%&"H$'6$"H.&"#$%"-/%1%//%+".--/2.6$"21"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%J91"Y/'##.,G".&"H'#$"$2*%"

&%6/%#./'%&")%12/%"$'*G"H.&".00"#22".H./%"21"$2H"+'11'6(0#"j7!"/%12/*"H.&".,+"',"$'&"/%-0'%&"#2"

Z$'#%$2(&%"$%"+%1%,+%+"#$%"!6#".&"V,2#"',%11%6#';%JX92"

"

M.I',4"0'##0%"-/24/%&&"H'#$"Y/'##.,G"Z$'#%$2(&%"H/2#%"#2"9$.#6$%/"+'/%6#08G"%Q-0.',',4"$2H"

V(,$.--8">" 1/(&#/.#%+X"&$%"$.+")%%,"&',6%"$%/"*%%#',4"H'#$"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%J"Z$'#%$2(&%"H.&"

V+2()#1(0X".,+"V.,Q'2(&X".)2(#"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%K&".--/2.6$".,+"#$2(4$#"."-/';.#%"*%%#',4"

H'#$"9$.#6$%/"H2(0+")%"#$%"V2,08"H.8JX93"Z$'#%$2(&%"H.&"6%/#.',"#$%"j7!"H.&"',%11%6#';%".&"'#"

$.+"1.'0%+"#2"$.0#"#$%"62,#',(.008"%Q-.,+',4")2(,+./'%&"21"-%/*'&&')'0'#8J"<$%"-2',#%+"#2"#$%"

2(#62*%&"21"-/2&%6(#'2,&".4.',&#"1'0*&"0'I%"Bizarre Tastes H$'6$"+%-'6#%+"62-/2-$'0'.".,+"H$'6$"

$.+G"+(/',4"'#&"&$2H',4"',"62(/#G"12/6%+"#$%"-/%&'+',4"[(+4%"#2".+[2(/,"-/26%%+',4&"&2"#$.#"$%"

!
''  West, `)&4$'J-1+)41@ 
',  See Petley, “Are We Insane?” 
,(  She was quoted to this effect in the K0-%&)-,, 15 July 1983, 3.!
,!  PREM 19/4204, letters from Mary Whitehouse.  
,"  Ibid. 
,#  Ibid., f258, “Mary Whitehouse letter to MT.” 
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.,+"*%*)%/&"21"#$%"[(/8"62(0+")%"-$8&'6.008"&'6IJ"l%#"#$%"6.&%"/%&(0#%+"',".,".63('##.0")%6.(&%"

#$%"[(/8"H%/%"(,.)0%"#2"+%#%/*',%"H$2"H.&"0'I%08"#2"&%%"#$%"1'0*G"/%.&2,',4"'#"H2(0+"2,08")%"

#$2&%".0/%.+8".##/.6#%+"#2"62-/2-$'0'.".,+"H$2"H%/%"#$%/%12/%".0/%.+8"+%-/.;%+".,+"62//(-#%+"

N#$'&"H.&"#$%"&.*%"024'6".&"',"DPP v. Whyte"',"BSTD"H$%/%"'#"H.&"+%6'+%+"#$.#"#$%"+%-/.;%+".,+"

62//(-#%+"62(0+",2#")%"*.+%"*2/%"&2"h"."[(+4%*%,#"$%0+"#2")%"1.00.6'2(&")8"#$%"b2/+&PJ94"

Z$'#%$2(&%"H.&".0&2"&6%-#'6.0"21"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%K&"2-','2,"#$.#"#$%/%"H%/%"H'+%"/.,4',4"

.##'#(+%&"',"7./0'.*%,#"H$%,"'#"6.*%"#2"62*-/%$%,&';%"2)&6%,'#8"0%4'&0.#'2,".&"2--2&%+"#2"*2/%"

,.//2H08"#./4%#%+"*%.&(/%&J"Z$'#%$2(&%K&";'%H"H.&"#$.#"%;%,"'1"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%"H%/%"/'4$#"2,"

#$'&"-2',#G"62,&'+%/',4"'#"H.&"#$%"[2)"21"#$%"d2,&%/;.#';%"7./#8"#2"-(&$"#$/2(4$"%62,2*'6"

-20'6'%&"',"#$%"1.6%"21"4/%.#"2--2&'#'2,G"&2@""

"

!4*=6#()%#8"=#"'E6#'*(7+1#,*%&%#-%#")=#1022%&%).%#0)#,*%#-",,+%#2(&#8(&"+#0''7%'F"'#2"&#"'#,*%#$7-+0.#0)#3%)%&"+#

0'#.().%&)%1#g#")#(7&#.()',"),6#%/%)#7)097%#.(),".,#40,*#%/%&=#'%.,0()#(2#,*%#.(887)0,=#2&(8#4(8%)B'#

(&3")0'",0()'#,(#,*%#7)0/%&'0,0%'#g#%)"-+%'#7'#,(#',",%#,*0'#40,*#.()/0.,0()#g#4%#"&%#0)#)(#1(7-,#"-(7,#,*%#%>,%),#

(2#,*%#")>0%,=#'7&&(7)10)3#,*%#2"0+7&%#(2#,*%#O-'.%)%#X"4'#"'#,*%=#',")1;;;P#&%8%8-%&#4%++#Z&;#W"/01#Z%++(&B'#

&%8"&E#,*",#=(7#4%&%#4"0,0)3#2(&#1"0+=#",,".E'#g#$&%'78"-+=#2&(8#,*%#_+0-%&"+B#+(--=#g#7$()#=(7&#$+")'#,(#

.(),&(+#/01%(#)"',0%'#")1#*0'#&%2%&%).%#,(#_.()'01%&"-+%#'7&$&0'%B#,*",#0,#*"1#)(,#"&&0/%1;#Q%&*"$'#-=#)(4#0,#*"';#

P2#)(,6#,*%#&%"'()#.(7+1#4%++#-%#,*",#%/%)#8")=#+0-%&,"&0")'#2%%+#,*",#8",,%&'#*"/%#)(4#3()%#,((#2"&;<95#

"

Z$'#%$2(&%"H.&".)0%"#2"&%6(/%"."*%%#',4"H'#$"9$.#6$%/"2,"BU"j6#2)%/"BSUAJ"F,"."-/%-./.#2/8""

)/'%1',4",2#%")8"#$%"?2*%"j11'6%"12/"9$.#6$%/G"'#"H.&",2#%+"#$.#"Z$'#%$2(&%"H.&"0'I%08"#2"*.I%"

#$%"-2',#"-'%6%*%.0"0%4'&0.#'2,"2,"2)&6%,'#8"H.&"(,&.#'&1.6#2/8".,+"#$.#"4%,%/.0"/%12/*"21"#$%"

j7!"H.&"2;%/+(%")%6.(&%"'#"H.&"',%11%6#';%J"`%Q#"#2")2#$"-2',#&G"9$.#6$%/"H/2#%"V.4/%%+JX96"

9$%",2#%".0&2"&I%#6$%+"2(#"Z$'#%$2(&%K&"#$2(4$#&"2,"Y/'4$#K&"Y'00"h"#$.#"62,#/20&"&$2(0+",2#"

+%-%,+"2,"YY=d"60.&&'1'6.#'2,")(#"2,"."V12/*(0.X"2/"V0.(,+/8"0'&#X".--/2.6$J"9$%"?2*%"j11'6%"

H.&"$'4$08"&6%-#'6.0"21"#$'&".,+")%0'%;%+"#$%"YY=d"H%/%"#$%"2,08"-0.(&')0%"62,#%,+%/&"12/"

6.//8',4"2(#";'+%2"60.&&'1'6.#'2,"H2/I".,+"&2"H%/%"#$%/%12/%"#$%"5%-./#*%,#K&"1.;2(/%+"

V+%&'4,.#%+")2+8X"N.0#$2(4$"Y/'##.,"-/2*'&%+"*%.&(/%&"#2"'*-/2;%"YY=d".662(,#.)'0'#8PJ"=2/"

Z$'#%$2(&%G"#$%"YY=d"$.+".0/%.+8"2;%/&%%,"6$/2,'6"+%60',%"',"*2/.0"&#.,+./+&".,+"&$%"6.00%+"

12/"#$%"6/%.#'2,"21"."60.&&'18',4")2+8"*.+%"(-"21"62**(,'#8"/%-/%&%,#.#';%&J"9$'&"$.+"',"1.6#"

)%%,"."/%62**%,+.#'2,"21"#$%"Z'00'.*&"d2**'##%%"',"62,&'+%/',4".0#%/,.#';%&"#2"#$%"YY=dJ"

9$.#6$%/".4.',"(,+%/0',%+"*2&#"21"Z$'#%$2(&%K&";'%H&J""

"

!
,$  Ibid.!
,% Ibid.!
,+ Ibid. Helpfully, Thatcher wrote notes in the margins of most briefing documents. 
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=2002H',4"9$.#6$%/K&"*%%#',4"H'#$"Z$'#%$2(&%"."`2JBE"7/';.#%"<%6/%#./8"H/2#%"#2"#$%"?2*%"

j11'6%"#2"/%-2/#"#$.#@"

"

!d(++(40)3#*%&#.()/%&'",0()#40,*#Z&'#R*0,%*(7'%6#,*%#Q&08%#Z0)0',%&#*"'#30/%)#.()'01%&",0()#,(#,*%#0''7%'#

'%,#(7,#0)#,*%#-&0%2;#T*%#&%8"0)'#7).()/0).%1#-=#,*%#S(8%#O220.%#"$$&(".*#,(#,*%#97%',0()#(2#(-'.%)0,=#

+%30'+",0()#0)#3%)%&"+#")1#Z&;#[&"*"8#H&03*,B'#H0++#0)#$"&,0.7+"&;#T*%#"3&%%'#40,*#Z&'#R*0,%*(7'%#,*",#$0%.%8%"+#

+%30'+",0()#()#(-'.%)0,=#0'#7)'",0'2".,(&=#")1#,*",#,*%#[(/%&)8%),#(73*,#,(#-%#-&0)30)3#2(&4"&1#$&($('"+'#2(&#
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,& Ibid., No.10 to the Home Office.!
,'  Ibid. 
,,  Ibid., Minutes of meeting with the Home Secretary.  
!((  Ibid. 
!(!  PREM 19/1792 f172, “No. 10 record of conversation.”!
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!("  K0-%&)-,, 4 November 1983.!
!(#  Marsh, “Private Members Bills,” 190. !
!($  Ibid., 186.!
!(% Ibid., 188-89.!
!(+  MSS: THCR 3/2/112; MSS: THCR 1/111/7.!
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!(&  Gregory, ;-,'+34'5-&)1+'`)&4$1]f'West<'`)&4$'J-1+)41@ 
!('  Ibid. 
!(,  Ibid. 
!!(  West, `)&4$'J-1+)41.!
!!!  Marsh 4+'-8., “Private Members Bills,” 192.!
!!"  Ibid.!
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!
!!#  Parliamentary Debates (Lords), “Video Recordings Bills,” vol.  450, col. 559.!
!!$  Newburn, V4%M)11)$,'-,&'94T08-+)$,, 183.!
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$%&'$%.,0/%#,(#"#)()`"."1%80.#"710%).%#4*0.*#'7-'%97%),+=#"''(.0",%1#$")0.#40,*#0&&",0()"+#&03*,`40)3#$(+0,0.'#

")1#8(&"+#.&7'"1%'V#1%'$0,%#3&(''+=#80'+%"10)3#0,'#&%"1%&'*0$;<115#

"

j,%"21"#$%"I%8"-/2)0%*&"9$2*-&2,".,+"Z'00'.*&"'+%,#'18"H'#$"*2/.0"-.,'6K&"V&%*',.0"&#(+'%&GX"

'J%J"d2$%,G"?.00G"Y./I%/G"%#6G"'&"#$.#"#$%8"$.;%"#%,+%+"#2"%*-$.&'&%"-%/6%';%+"#$/%.#&"#2"#$%"&26'.0"

.,+"%62,2*'6"&#.#(&"21"*2/.0"%,#/%-/%,%(/&G"H$%,"',".6#(.0"1.6#"'#"H.&"#$%'/"/%0'4'2(&"2(#022I"

#$.#"/%.008"*2#';.#%+"#$%*J"9$%/%12/%G"#$%8"./4(%G"&%6(0./"&26'2024'6.0"%Q-0.,.#'2,&"N)8"H$'6$"

#$%8".--%./"#2"*%.,"M./Q'&#"%Q-0.,.#'2,&P"./%",2#"(&%1(0"',"'+%,#'18',4"(,+%/08',4"*2#';.#'2,&"

.,+"',#%/%&#&"+(/',4"."V-.,'6J X"̀ \!b!".,+"d!cR"H%/%G".1#%/".00G"%;.,4%0'6.0"*2;%*%,#&J"

Z$'0&#"#$'&"/%0'4'2(&".&-%6#"*.8"',+%%+"$.;%")%%,"(,+%/-0.8%+"',"#$%"V&%*',.0"&#(+'%&X"#$%/%"'&"."

/'&I"21"42',4"#22"1./J"9$%";.0(%"21"V*2/.0"-.,'6X"+2%&",2#",%6%&&./'08"62*%"1/2*"%Q-0.',',4"#$%"

*2#';.#' 2,&"21"-/%&&(/%"4/2(-&")(#"',"(,+%/&#.,+',4"#$%"*%6$.,'6&"21"02))8',4G"-20'#'6.0"

-/%&&(/%G".,+"0%4'&0.#';%"6$.,4%"',"#$%".)&%,6%"21"H'+%&-/%.+"-2-(0./"&(--2/#"2/"V#$%"-()0'6JX"

9$2*-&2,".,+"Z'00'.*&"./4(%"#$.#"V'1".,82,%"H.&"-.,'6I',4"'#"H.&"Y./I%/G"H'#$"$'&"

+'&-/2-2/#'2,.#%"1%./&".)2(#"#$%"-2H%/".,+"%11%6#&"21"/'4$#OH',4"*2/.0'&*JX116"l%#"#$'&"6$.-#%/"

$.&"&%/;%+".&".,"'00(&#/.#'2,"21"[(&#"$2H"-2H%/1(0".,+"',&#/(*%,#.0"H%00O2/4.,'&%+"/'4$#OH',4"

*2/.0'&*"62(0+")%"',"#$%"%./08"BSUE&G"+%&-'#%"'#&"*',2/'#8"&#.#(&".,+"+%&-'#%".,"',6/%.&',408"

&%6(0./".,+"'//%0'4'2(&"-2-(0.#'2,J"

"

9$%"#.)02'+"*%+'.G"%&-%6'.008"#$% Daily MailG"-0.8%+"."6/(6'.0"&%,&.#'2,.0'&',4".,+".*-0'18',4"/20%J"

j,"#$%"2,%"$.,+G"#$'&"H.&")(&',%&&".&"(&(.0k"#$%"#.)02'+"*%+'."%*-028&"&%,&.#'2,.0"0.,4(.4%".,+"

-0.8&"2,"*2/.0"'&&(%&")%6.(&%"'#"&%00&",%H&-.-%/&"H$'0&#"-/2;'+',4"6.(&%&"#2"6$.*-'2,J"9$%"

,.&#'%&"H%/%"(,+2()#%+08"-/%&%,#%+"',"."V&#80'_%+".,+"&#%/%2#8-'6.0X"H.8".,+"#'#0%&"0'I%"Snuff"2/ I 

Spit on Your Grave"H%/%"%'#$%/"+%&6/')%+".&"V$2//'18',408"62,;',6',4X"2/".&"0'#%/.008"/%.0J"V<26'.008"

.66/%+'#%+"%Q-%/#&X"H%/%"',#/2+(6%+"',".",(*)%/"21"I%8"./#'60%&"#2"-/2;'+%"*2/.0'&#".,+"#.)02'+"

60.'*&"H'#$".,"%Q#/."0.8%/"21"6/%+')'0'#8J117"d2$%,K&"VH.8&"21"62-',4X"H.&"/%.0'&%+"#$/2(4$"#$%"

1/%3(%,#"&(44%&#'2,"#$.#";'+%2"&#2/%&".+$%/%"#2"#$%"&.*%"62,#/20&".&"&%Q"&$2-&J"!,"V%Q#%,&'2,"21"

#$%"0.HX"#22I"-0.6%"H$%,"#$%"577"+%6'+%+";'+%2&"62(0+")%"-/2&%6(#%+"(,+%/"#$%"j7!J"9$%"

V#.I',4"#$%"-()0'6";2'6%X"+%&6/')%+"',"Policing the Crisis"H.&"/%.0'&%+"',"#$%"-/%&&K&"60.'*"#2")%"

/%-/%&%,#',4"#$%"2-','2,".,+"*22+"21"#$%"-()0'6"',".,".##%*-#"#2"12/6%"-20'#'6'.,&"#2".6#J"

!
!!% Thompson and Williams,'Z.+3'$#'Z$%-8'V-,)*, 146.!
!!+  Ibid.!
!!&  For instance, “This poison being peddled as home ‘entertainment’”.!
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:0#'*.#%08G"V6$.,4%&"',"0%4.0"-20'68X"2/"H$.#"d2$%,"6.00%+"V',,2;.#'2,X"H.&"1(01'00%+".&"#$%"Video 

Records Bill &(66%&&1(008"*.+%"'#&"H.8"#$/2(4$"7./0'.*%,#".,+"',#2"#$%"&#.#(#%")22I&J"

"

9$'&"*.8",2#"$.;%"12002H%+"#$%"&6$%*."0.'+"2(#"',"#$%"V&%*',.0"&#(+'%&X"#2"#$%"0%##%/G")(#"'#"+'+"

.*2(,#"#2"."-/%##8"*(6$"#%Q#)22I"*2/.0"-.,'6J"F#"H.&".";'6#2/8"12/"#$%"*2/.0'&#&"H$2".6$'%;%+"

0%4'&0.#'2,".,+"6.*%"."&#%-"602&%/"#2"&.;',4"R,40'&$"&26'%#8"1/2*"#$%"&',1(0"62(/&%"#$%8")%0'%;%+"'#"

H.&"2,G"%;%,"'1"#$%8"H%/%"(,.)0%".#"#$'&"-2',#"#2"&%6(/%"*2/%"62*-/%$%,&';%"0%4.0"/%12/*&J"F#"

H.&".";'6#2/8"12/"6%/#.',",%H&-.-%/&"#$.#"',6/%.&%+"#$%'/"&.0%&"+(/',4"#$%"-.,'6J"F#"H.&".";'6#2/8"

12/"#$%"42;%/,*%,#"H$2"H%/%".)0%G"12/"#$%"#'*%")%',4G"#2"&6.-%42.#"#$%",.&#'%&".,+"*.I%"'#"

.--%./"#$%8"H%/%"+2',4"&2*%#$',4"*.#%/'.0".)2(#"/'&',4"6/'*%"0%;%0&J"!,+G"',"&2*%"',&#.,6%&G"

M7&"H%/%".)0%"#2"/%#(/,"#$%"1.;2(/"#2"*2/.0".6#';'&#&"H$2"$.+"$%0-%+"#$%*"+(/',4"#$%"%0%6#'2,"

.,+"H$2"*'4$#")%".)0%"#2"+2"&2".4.',"',"#$%"1(#(/%G"%&-%6'.008"',"#$2&%"*./4',.0"62,&#'#(%,6'%&J"

Y./I%/"2)&%/;%&"#$.#"#$%"7/'*%"M','&#%/"*.+%"$%/"1'/&#"/%1%/%,6%"#2".",%%+"12/"0%4'&0.#'2,"2,"

;' +%2#.-%&"[(&#"-/'2/"#2"."+'&6(&&'2,"2,"H$%#$%/"."d%,#/.0"720'68"c%;'%H"<#.11"/%-2/#"2,"

%*-028*%,#"$.+"-/%+'6#%+"/'2#&"',"b';%/-220J118"\'20%,#";'+%2G"0'I%"2#$%/"12/*&"21"V2)&6%,'#8GX"

H.&"."-20'#'6.008"(&%1(0"%Q-0.,.#'2,"12/"&26'.0"-/2)0%*&J"j/G".&"!;%+2,"d./20"-(#&"'#G"'#"H.&"

V6%/#.',08",2".66'+%,#"#$.#"9$.#6$%/"6$.,4%+"$%/"#(,%"#2"2,%"*2/%"&(--2/#';%"21"6%,&2/&$'-".#"

#$'&"#'*%GX"62*-./',4"'#"#2"H$%,"a2$,"M.[2/"0.#%/")%4.,"V-()0'608"H2//8',4".)2(#";'20%,#"

#%0%;'&'2,"[(&#".#"#$%"#'*%"#$.#",%H"62,6%/,&".)2(#"/'&',4"6/'*%G"%&-%6'.008"6./[.6I',4".,+"[28"

/'+',4 G"$'#"#$%",%H&"H'#$"4/2H',4"',#%,&'#8JX119"̀ 2,%"21"#$'&"'*-0'%&".,8"I',+"21"42;%/,*%,#"

62,&-'/.68k"'#"&'*-08"+%*2,&#/.#%&"#$%"H.8&"',"H$'6$"#$%&%"I',+&"21"-.,'6"$.;%")%%,"-20'#'6.008"

%Q-02'#%+J"

"

Z$.#"#$%"-()0'6"#$2(4$#"H.&G"',"."H.8G"'//%0%;.,#")(#"H$.#"*.I%&"#$%"*%6$.,'&*&"21"*2/.0'#8"

-20'#'6&"',#%/%&#',4".,+"&'4,'1'6.,#"'&"-/%6'&%08")%6.(&%"'#"/./%08".002H&"12/".,8"60%./"%;'+%,6%"%'#$%/"

H.8"21"H$%/%"#$%"-()0'6"H%/%"-2&'#'2,%+"',"."-.,'6J"`%;%/#$%0%&&G"',"#$%"6.&%"21";'20%,#".,+"

$2//'1'6"$2*%";'+%2&G"#$%/%"./%"&2*%"/2(4$"',+'6.#2/&".;.'0.)0%"1/2*"H$'6$"#2"[(+4%"-()0'6"

2-','2,J"='/&#08G"#$%/%"'&"#$%"&#/.'4$#12/H./+"2)&%/;.#'2,"#$.#"#$%&%";'+%2&"H%/%")%',4"62,&(*%+"

',"4/%.#",(*)%/&J"!&"M2"d0./'+4%"21"#$%"+'&#/')(#2/"!#0.,#'&"\'+%2"$.&"-2',#%+"2(#G"V#$%/%"H.&"

.,"%,2/*2(&".--%#'#%"12/"*2;'%&".,+"#$%"*2/%"&.0.6'2(&G"#$%"*2/%"&%Q8"2/"#2(4$"2/";'20%,#"#$%8"

H%/%"#$%")%##%/"#$%8"&20+JX120"<'*'0./08G"#$%";'+%2"+%.0%/"a.*%&"e2/-.0&I'"H$2"2H,%+"#$%"M.&#%/"

9.-%&";'+%2"&#2/%"',"e%,#"#20+"#$%"Daily Mail ',"a(,%"BSUA"VF".+*'#"#$%/%K&"&2*%"-/%##8"$2//')0%"

!
!!'  Quoted in Carol, J0&41<'V%0&41'-,&'L++)+0&41, 17-18.!
!!,  Ibid., 18.!
!"(  Gregory, ;-,'+34'5-&)1+'`)&4$1]!
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&#(11"./2(,+"z "$2//2/"1'0*&"#.I%"(-"UE"-%/"6%,#"21"*8"#/.+%J"9$%"4%,%/.0"-()0'6"&%%*&"#2"H.,#"."

02#"21")022+".,+"42/%J"F1".";'+%2"&$2-"+'+,K#"&(--08"$2//2/G"'#K+")%"2(#"21")(&',%&&JX121"Z$%,"#$%"

H$20%&.0%/"Y.//'%"L20+"H%,#"#2"62(/#"12/"#/.+',4",.&#'%&G"#H2"21"#$%"1'0*&"$%"&#26I%+"H%/%"

-/%&%,#%+".,+"V#$%"[(/8"H%/%"$8&#%/'6.0G"#$%8"/%.008"02;%+"#$%*"H$'6$"H.&";%/8"422+"12/"*8"

+%1%,6%JX122"F,".00G"."/%-/%&%,#.#';%"21"\F7djG"+'&#/')(#2/"21"#$%"',1.*2(&"Driller KillerG"*.8"$.;%"

)%%,"/'4$#"H$%,"$%"60.'*%+"',"M.8"BSUD"h"(,+%/"1'/%"1/2*"&%6#'2,&"21"#$%"*%+'."h"#$.#"#$%8"

H%/%"V1%%+',4""+%*.,+G",2#"6/%.#',4"'#J"7%2-0%"H.,#"#2"&%%"#$'&"&2/#"21"&#(11G".,+"H%"./%"4';',4"

#$%*"H$.#"#$%8"H.,#JX123"F#"'&"6%/#.',08"+'11'6(0#"#2"./4(%"H'#$"&2*%"21"#$%"1'4(/%&J"The Evil DeadG"

12/"',&#.,6%G")%6.*%"2,%"21"#$%")'44%&#"6',%*.#'6"$'#&"21"'#&"#'*%J"F,"BSUA"#$%"1'0*"*.+%"

tBEEGEEE"',"'#&"1'/&#"H%%I"&$2H',4"',"#$%":e"#2")%62*%"#$%"H%%IK&"#2-"&%00',4";'+%2".,+G"0.#%/"

2, G"#$%"8%./K&")%&#&%00',4";'+%2"',"#$%":ek"'#"%;%,"2(#4/2&&%+"The Shining. 

"

Z$'0&#"#$%/%"*.8"H%00"$.;%")%%,")/2.+"&(--2/#"12/".4%"/%&#/'6#'2,"*%.&(/%&G"#$%/%"'&"0'##0%"#$.#"

&(44%&#&"."#2#.0"/%[%6#'2,"21"#$%"I',+"21"1'0*")%',4")/2(4$#"2(#"2,";'+%2#.-%G"H$'6$"'&"-/%6'&%08"

H$.#"*2/.0'&#&"H2(0+"$.;%"'+%.008"0'I%+J"F,".,8"6.&%G"*2/.0"3(%&#'2,&"H%/%",2#"#$%"2,%&"-/'*./'08"

+/';',4"-20'#'6.0"+'&62(/&%"',"BSUE&"R,40.,+k"%62,2*'6"-20'6'%&"H%/%J"F,"c2)%/#&".,+"Z2/6%&#%/K&"

&(/;%8&"+(/',4"#$%"BSUE&G"H$%,"-./#'6'-.,#&"H%/%".&I%+"H$'6$"1.6#2/&"H%/%"#$%"*.',"6.(&%&"21"

6/'*%"',"Y/'#.',G"+/(4&"H%/%"*%,#'2,%+")8"TB"-%/"6%,#G".062$20"WD"-%/"6%,#G"2;%/08"0%,'%,#"

&%,#%,6',4")8"WD"-%/"6%,#G"(,%*-028*%,#"WB"-%/"6%,#G"0.6I"21"&6$220"+'&6'-0',%"mB"-%/"6%,#G".,+"

-2;%/#8"iE"-%/"6%,#J"\'+%2#.-%"2/"6',%*."H.&",2#"4';%,".&".,"2-#'2,G".0#$2(4$"#%0%;'&'2,"H.&"

*%,#'2,%+")8"DT"-%/"6%,#J124"=2/"*.,8"-%2-0%G"'#"H.&"."/.-'+08"+%4%,%/.#',4"%62,2*'6"&'#(.#'2,G"

%&-%6'.008"',"#$%",2/#$"21"R,40.,+G"#$.#"62,#',(%+"#2")%"#$%"/%.0"$2//2/"&$2Hk",2#"42/8"

;'+%2#.-%&"H$'6$G"'1".,8#$',4G"62,#',(%+"#2")%".,"'*-2/#.,#".;%,(%"21"-2-(0./" %&6.-'&*G".&"

6',%*.".0H.8&"$.+")%%,J"

"

=(/#$%/*2/%G"#$%/%"'&"%;'+%,6%"#$.#"*.,8"-./%,#&"#22I"."/%0.Q%+".--/2.6$"#2";'20%,#"$2//2/"

;'+%2&J"`\!b!".,+"Z$'#%$2(&%"$.+")/2(4$#"(-"#$'&"#$%*%"21"V-%/*'&&';%"-./%,#',4X"

1/%3(%,#08"',"#$%'/"62//%&-2,+%,6%"H'#$"#$%"42;%/,*%,#J"F,"#$%".--%,+'Q"21"2,%"BSUA"1'0%"2,"

*%%#',4&".)2(#";'+%2",.&#'%&".,+"2)&6%,'#8"0%4'&0.#'2,"H'#$"Z$'#%$2(&%G"#$%/%"./%"."&%/'%&"21"

V%Q#/.6#&"21"0%##%/&"1/2*"#%.6$%/&X"NH2*%,"#%.6$%/&"H%/%"."6/(6'.0"62,&#'#(%,68"12/"4/2(-&"0'I%"

`\!b!PJ"j,%"#%.6$%/"H.&"V+%%-08"+'&#(/)%+"#2"+'&62;%/"#$.#"."4/2(-"21"S"8%./"20+")28&"',"*8"

!
!"!  (-)8.'Z-)8, 30 June 1983, 2.!
!""  Ibid.!
!"#  50,&-.'2)M41, 23 May 1982, 7.!
!"$  Roberts and Worcester, R4';%)+)13, 104.!
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60.&&"H%/%"1/%3(%,#08".002H%+"#2"H.#6$";'+%2&"$'/%+")8"#$%'/"-./%,#&JX125"!,2#$%/"H.&"&$26I%+"

#$.#"&$%".,+"&%;%/.0"21"$%/"6200%.4(%&"$.+"12(,+"#$.#"V%;%,"-/'*./8".4%+"6$'0+/%,"/%,#"]sK"#8-%"

1'0*&"#2"&$2H"2,";'+%2&"H$%,"#$%'/"-./%,#&"./%"2(#X")(#"H.&"%;%,"*2/%"&(/-/'&%+"#$.#"V',"6%/#.',"

1.*'0'%&"#$%"6$'0+/%,"H.#6$"#$%&%"1'0*&"H'#$"#$%'/"-./%,#&JX126"l%#".,2#$%/G"H$2"#.(4$#"#%,".,+"

%0%;%,"8%./"20+&G"H.&".--.00%+")8"H$.#"6$'0+/%,"H%/%")%',4".002H%+"#2"&%%".,+"H$.#"H.&"

-./#'6(0./08"62,6%/,',4"H.&"V#$%"1.6#"#$.#"-./%,#&".002HG"62,+2,%G".,+"%,62(/.4%"#$%'/"6$'0+/%,"

#2";'%H"H'#$"#$%*JX127"9$'&"#%.6$%/".++%+@"

"

!A*%#4%%E+=#(&#4%%E%)1#20+8#0'#.*('%)#-=#,*%#$"&%),'#$&0).0$"++=#2(&#,*%8#-7,#,*%=#4(7+1#)%/%&#,*0)E#,(#

%>.+71%#,*%#&%',#(2#,*%#2"80+=#(&#'%)1#,*%#.*0+1&%)#,(#-%1FP#*"/%#'$(E%)#,(#"#)78-%&#(2#$"&%),'F,*%#8":(&0,=#

'%%8#,(#,"E%#)(#)(,0.%#(2#,*%#.0)%8"#&",0)3;#O)%#(&#,4(#'"01#,*%=#1(#)(,#4(&&=#"-(7,#%>$+0.0,#'%>7"+#.(),%),#

"'#,*%0&#.*0+1&%)#_E)(4#"++#,*",B^<128#

"

M2/.0'&#&"H%/%"#$%/%)8"12/6%+"#2",.;'4.#%"#$%"624,'#';%"+'&&2,.,6%"/%3('/%+"#2G"2,"#$%"2,%"$.,+G"

6$.*-'2,"#$%"-./%,#.0"-/%/24.#';%".,+"#$%"/'4$#"21"-./%,#&"#2")/',4"(-"#$%'/"6$'0+/%,"$2H"#$%8"

&.H"1'#G".662/+',4"#2"#$%'/"2H,";.0(%&".,+"H'#$2(#"#$%"',#%/1%/%,6%"21"%Q#%/,.0".4%,6'%&"0'I%"#$%"

YYdG"H$'0&#".0&2"',&'&#',4"2,"#$%",%%+"#2"/%4(0.#%".,+"0%4'&0.#%"2,"#$%"*2/.0'#'%&"21"2#$%/&G"%;%,"

',#2"#$%"-/';.#%"+2*%&#'6"&-.6%G"H$%,"#$%8"12(,+"#$2&%"*2/.0'#'%&"#2")%"(,.66%-#.)0%J"Vb')%/.0"

-./%,#&X".0&2"*.+%"."*(6$"0%&&"&#/.'4$#12/H./+"#./4%#"#$.,"#$%"&$.+2H8"*2,%8O$(,4/8";'+%2"

-(&$%/G"62**(,'&#"2/"+/(4"+%.0%/J"Z$%,"*2/.0'&#&"02&#"#$%".)'0'#8"#2"#/(&#"-./%,#&"#2")/',4"(-"

#$%'/"6$'0+/%,".662/+',4"#2"#/.+'#'2,.0"d$/'&#'.,"&#.,+./+&"21"+%6%,68G"0%4'&0.#'2,")%6.*%".,"

%Q#/%*%08".##/.6#';%"2-#'2,J"

"

9$'&"'&",2#"#2"&(44%&#"#$.#"-./%,#&"0'I%"#$2&%"',"#$%"#%.6$%/&K"0%##%/&".)2;%"H2(0+"$.;%"1.;2(/%+"

,2"/%4(0.#'2,"H$.#&2%;%/J"Y(#"'#"H.&"*2/.0"%,#/%-/%,%(/&".,+"#$%"#.)02'+"*%+'."#$.#"%,&(/%+"#$%"

-()0'6".,+"#$%";'+%2"',+(&#/8"'#&%01"H2(0+")%"%&&%,#'.008")8-.&&%+".,+"H2(0+"12/6%"#$/2(4$"

$%.;8O$.,+%+"0%4'&0.#'2,"/.#$%/"#$.,"0'4$#%/O#2(6$"*%.&(/%&J"7%#0%8"'&"/'4$#"#2"-2',#"2(#@"

"
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!"'  Ibid.!
!",  Petley, “Are We Insane?” !



! 182 

"

9$%"\c!" (0#'*.#%08")%6.*%"."&%/'2(&"$',+/.,6%G"%&-%6'.008"H$%,"'#"6.*%"#2"./#'&#'6"1/%%+2*J"F,"

.++'#'2,G"12/"*.,8"',+%-%,+%,#"1'/*&"#$%"62&#"21"$.;',4"*.#%/'.0"%Q.*',%+")8"#$%"YY=d"H.&"#22"

4/%.#".,+"#$%/%12/%"*.,8"H%,#").,I/(-#"2/"H%/%".63('/%+")8"0./4%/"1'/*&"/%&(0#',4"',"#$%"

62,&20'+.#'2,".,+"+2*',.#'2,"21";'+%2"-/2+(6#'2,".,+"+'&#/')(#'2,")8"."&*.00",(*)%/"21"*.[2/"

2/4.,'&.#'2,&J130"F/2,'6.008G"'#"0.#%/"#/.,&-'/%+"#$.#"#$%"\c!"H.&",%;%/"12/*.008"/.#'1'%+".#"#$%"

R(/2-%.,"0%;%0G"#$%"62,&%3(%,6%"21"."*(,+.,%".+*','&#/.#';%"%//2/J"9%6$,'6.008"&-%.I',4G"#$'&"

*%.,#"#$%"\c!"H.&",%;%/"211'6'.008"0.HG".,+"#$%"Video Recordings Act"DEBE"H.&"0.#%/"/(&$%+"

)%12/%"#$%"R(/2-%.,"d2**'&&'2,J""

.%"(>'1)%"2*I$%6&(61#*L)%>/"(/**

"

!1#%/"#$%"\c!")%6.*%"0.HG"6.*-.'4,%/&G".,+"-20'#'6'.,&"',"1.;2(/"21"*2/.0"/%#/%,6$*%,#"

62,#',(%+"#2"-/%&&"12/"*2/%"62*-/%$%,&';%"2)&6%,'#8"0%4'&0.#'2,J"`%./"#$%"%,+"21"BSUmG"Z',&#2,"

d$(/6$'00G"d2,&%/;.#';%"M7"12/"<#/%#12/+G"6.*%"&%62,+"',"#$%"- /';.#%"* %*)%/&K") .002#".,+"

',#/2+(6%+"."Y'00"#2".*%,+"&%6#'2,"2,%"21"#$%"j7!J"F#&"-(/-2&%"H.&"#2"/%*2;%"#$%"%Q%*-#'2,"

1/2*"-/2&%6(#'2,"21"*.#%/'.0")/2.+6.&#")8"#$%"YYd".,+"FY!".,+"#2".*%,+"#$%"#%&#"21"2)&6%,'#8"

',"/%&-%6#"21"./#'60%&"-()0'&$%+"',"-0.6%&"H$'6$"6$'0+/%,"$.+".66%&&"#2G".,+".0&2"',"/%&-%6#"21"

#%0%;'&'2,".,+"/.+'2"-/24/.**%&J"V5%-/.;%".,+"62//(-#X"H2(0+")%"I%-#")(#"'#"H2(0+"62*%"H'#$"

."3(.0'1'6.#'2,"#$.#"*.#%/'.0"&$2(0+".0H.8&")%"/%4./+%+".&"2)&6%,%"H$%,"'#"-2/#/.8%+"&-%6'1'6"

.6#';'#'%&"h".,2#$%/".##%*-#".#"."V0.(,+/8"0'&#JX"9$%"/%.+',4"12002H%+"d$.,,%0"iK&")/2.+6.&#"21"

Jubilee".,+" Sebastiane"#$%"-/%;'2(&"`2;%*)%/G"H$'6$"d$(/6$'00"1%0#"/%-/%&%,#%+"V."10.4/.,#"

;'20.#'2,"21"#$%"&#.#(#2/8"+(#8"0.'+"2,"#%0%;'&'2,".,+")/2.+6.&#',4".(#$2/'#'%&",2#"#2"#/.,&*'#"

*.#%/'.0"H$'6$"]211%,+&".4.',&#"-()0'6"+%6%,68"2/"422+"#.&#%JKX131"

"

Z$%,"#$%"Y'00"H.&"',#/2+(6%+"#2"#$%"d2**2,&G"#$%/%"H.&"&2*%"62,1(&'2,"2;%/"H$.#"H.&"

.6#(.008")%',4"+'&6(&&%+J"<2*%"*%*)%/&G"',60(+',4"d$(/6$'00G"60.'*%+"#$%"#./4%#"H.&"2,08"

V%Q#/%*%";'20%,6%JX"Y(#"#$%,"d$(/6$'00".,+"2#$%/&"&-2I%".)2(#"H$.#"H.&"/%1%//%+"#2".&"#$%"V+/'-"

+/'-X"%11%6#"21"2/+',./8"-/24/.**%&G")8"H$'6$"#$%8"*%.,#"."-/24/%&&';%"+%&%,&'#'&.#'2,"#2"+.'08"

;'20%,6%"21"#$%"I',+"',"&$2H&"0'I%"The A TeamG"Starsky and HutchG".,+"The Professionals 2;%/"#'*%J"

b.)2(/"M7"Z'00'%"?.*'0#2,"H.&"3('6I"#2"-2',#"2(#"#$.#"#$%&%"-/24/.**%&"H%/%"#$%"

!
!#(  Johnny Walker, “Video Nicies: Rethinking the Relationship between video entertainment and children in Britain during the 
early 1980s,” I)1+$%)*-8'O$0%,-8'$#'=)8M<'9-&)$'-,&'2484:)1)$, 37:4 (2017), 643. 
!#!  Parliamentary Debates (Commons), “Obscene Publications (Protection of Children, etc) (Amendment) Bill, 24 January 1986, 
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!#$ Ibid., col. 604.  
!#% Ibid., col. 573. 
!#+ Ibid., cols. 573-4. 
!#& Ibid.  
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!$$ Ibid. 
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`\!b!"/%-2/#"#$.#"6.00%+"12/"/%12/*"21"#$%"j7!J"9$'&"+/%H"1';%"&'4,.#(/%&J"!"BSUW"`2J"BE"

)/'%1"62,60(+%+"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&"V,2#"&()&#.,#'.0"-/%&&(/%"12/"."*.[2/",%H"','#'.#';%"',"#$%"1'%0+"21"

2)&6%,'#8JX149"

"

9$'&"62//%&-2,+&"H'#$"#$%"/2(4$"',+'6.#2/&".;.'0.)0%"#2"4.(4%"-()0'6".--%#'#%"12/"/%12/*J"7%#0%8"

62,#%,+&"#$.#"#$%"-2&'#'2,".+2-#%+")8"#$%"-/%&&"+(/',4"#$%",.&#8"-.,'6"h"#$.#"#$%8"H%/%"&'*-08"

!
!$& PREM 19/1792, “No 10 Briefing for MT.” 
!$'  Ibid.  
!$,  Ibid. 



! 186 

/%10%6#',4"#$%"62,6%/,"21"#$%"-()0'6"h"H.&",%;%/"62//2)2/.#%+")8".,8"0%4'#'*.#%"/%&%./6$".,+"#$.#"

',"1.6#"SD"-%/"6%,#"21"#$2&%"3(%&#'2,%+"',"."MjcF"-200"',"BSUA".+*'##%+"#$%8"V$.+",%;%/")%%,"

211%,+%+")8"#$%"62,#%,#&"21"."-/%O/%62/+%+";'+%2"6.&&%##%JX150"!,2#$%/"-200"',"%./08"BSUi"12(,+"

Wm"-%/"6%,#"21"/%&-2,+%,#&"H%/%"V2--2&%+"#2"#$%"42;%/,*%,#"+%6'+',4"H$'6$";'+%2&"H%/%"

.;.'0.)0%"12/"$2*%";'%H',4JX151"F,"BSUmG"mi"-%/"6%,#"21"/%&-2,+%,#&"#2"."L.00(-"&(/;%8"'+%,#'1'%+"

;'20%,6%"',"#%0%;'&'2,"%,#%/#.',*%,#".&"%'#$%/"."V;%/8X"2/"V1.'/08X"'*-2/#.,#"1.6#2/"',"#$%"6.(&%&"

21"6/'*%"N."BDO-2',#"1.00"62*-./%+"#2"BSUBPk"V6',%*.&"&$2H',4"1'0*&"H'#$";'20%,6%".,+"&%QX"H.&"

'+%,#'1'%+".&"%'#$%/".";%/8"2/"1.'/08"'*-2/#.,#"1.6#2/")8"mE"-%/"6%,#"N.,"UO-2',#"1.00"1/2*"BSUBPJ152"

F,"."0'&#"21"Bi"-2&&')0%"6.(&%&"21"6/'*%G"V#%0%;'&'2,";'20%,6%X"/.,I%+"+2H,".#"#$%")2##2*G"',"

#H%01#$"-0.6%J"V\'20%,6%".,+"&%Q"',"6',%*."1'0*&X"/.,I%+")%02H"#$.#G"',"#$'/#%%,#$J"!"1',.0"&(/;%8"

',"j6#2)%/"BSUm"+'+"1',+")/2.+".4/%%*%,#"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&"#22"*(6$";'20%,6%"2,"#%0%;'&'2,")(#"

#$.#"mU"-%/"6%,#"#$2(4$#"#$%/%"H.&",2",%%+"12/".,8",%H"0.H&"2,"#$%"&()[%6#J153"Z$%,"

/%&-2,+%,#&"H%/%".&I%+"H$%#$%/"V#$%".(#$2/'#'%&"&$2(0+"&#2-"',#%/1%/',4".,+".002H"2/+',./8"

-%2-0%"#2"+%6'+%"H$.#"'&"1'#"12/"#$%*"#2"&%%".,+"/%.+".,+"H$.#"'&",2#GX"U"-%/"6%,#"&#/2,408".4/%%+"

.,+"iB"-%/"6%,#".4/%%+J"BD"-%/"6%,#"H%/%",%(#/.0"2,"#$'&"'&&(%"2/"$.+",2"2-','2,G"H$'0&#"DS"-%/"

6%,#"+'&.4/%%+".,+"S"-%/"6%,#"&#/2,408"+'&.4/%%+J"9$%"1',.0"3(%&#'2,".&I%+"V'1".,82,%"2;%/"BW"

&$2(0+")%".)0%"#2"&%%".,8"1'0*"2/"-()0'6.#'2,".)2(#"&%Q"&2"02,4".&"#$%/%"'&"60%./08"."H./,',4"21"'#&"

62,#%,#&JX"j,"#$'&G"."1.'/08"&()&#.,#'.0"WE"-%/"6%,#".4/%%+".,+"T"-%/"6%,#"&#/2,408".4/%%+J"DD"-%/"

6%,#"+'&.4/%%+".,+"i"-%/"6%,#"&#/2,408"+'&.4/%%+G"H'#$"#$%"/%&#"/%*.',',4",%(#/.0J"F#"'&"60%./"#$.#"

H$%,"&(/;%8"3(%&#'2,&"H%/%"1/.*%+"',"."H.8"#2"&(44%&#"42;%/,*%,#"',#%/1%/%,6%"',"*2/.0"'&&(%&"

#$%"/%&-2,&%"H.&"0%&&".*)'4(2(&"#$.,"#$2&%"3(%&#'2,&"&(44%&#',4"approval 21";'20%,#"2/"&%Q(.008"

%Q-0'6'#"*.#%/'.0J"!&"#$'&"6$.-#%/"$.&"&$2H,G"*2*%,#&"21"V-.,'6X"+2"266(/"%;%,"'1"#$%"-()0'6"./%"

0./4%08".)&%,#"1/2*"#$%*J"Y(#"#$%&%"-%/'2+'6"*2*%,#&"$.;%")%%,"(,+%/0.',")8"."+%%-%/"6(//%,#"

21"6$.,4%"#2H./+&"*2/%"-%/*'&&';%".##'#(+%&J"=2/"Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"*2/.0"6.*-.'4,%/&"0'I%"$%/G"

#$%"'+%.0"&'#(.#'2,"H2(0+"$.;%")%%,"12/"0%4'&0.#'2,"#2"$.;%",2#")%%,",%6%&&./8J"l%#"*2/.0'&#&"H%/%"

,%;%/".)0%"#2"*.I%"#$%"-()0'6".#"0./4%"H.,#"#2"62,&(*%"%Q60(&';%08"H$20%&2*%"*.#%/'.0J""

"

9$.#"*2/.0'#8"6.*-.'4,%/&"+'+",2#"/%10%6#"*.[2/'#8"2-','2,"',"R,40.,+"',"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&"

$.&")%%,"."/%6(//',4"#$%*%"21"#$'&"#$%&'&G"[(&#".&"'#"H.&"."62**2,"#$%*%"',"0%##%/&"#2"#$%"

Z'00'.*&"d2**'##%%"',;%&#'4.#',4"2)&6%,'#8".,+"-2/,24/.-$8J154"Y(#G".&"*%,#'2,%+".#"#$%"%,+"21"

6$.-#%/"#H2G"'#"'&"H2/#$"/%-%.#',4"#$.#".")/2.+08"-%/*'&&';%"2/"V0')%/.0X".##'#(+%"+'+",2#"%3(.#%"#2"

!
!%( Ibid. !
!%! Ibid.!
!%" Ibid. 
!%# Ibid.  
!%$ Hilliard, L' Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 206.  
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.--/2;.0"21"-2/,24/.-$8"2/"4/.#('#2(&";'20%,6%")(#"/.#$%/"."I',+"21"R,40'&$"',+';'+(.0'&*"',"

H$'6$"#$%"-/';.#%"&-$%/%"H.&"#$%"',+';'+(.0K&"-/'*./8"&'#%"21"1/%%+2*J"9$'&"/%10%6#%+"#$%"

62,#',(%+"+2*',.,6%"21"H$.#"$.&"$%/%")%%,"/%1%//%+"#2".&"."VZ201%,+%,"024'6GX"#$.#"-/';.#%"

*2/.0'#8"&$2(0+")%"+';2/6%+"1/2*"#$%"-(/;'%H"21"#$%"&#.#%J"=/2*"#$%"0.#%"BSTE&G"$2H%;%/G"#$'&"

024'6"(,+%/H%,#"."&(&#.',%+"6$.00%,4%"1/2*"*(0#'-0%"+'/%6#'2,&G"*2&#",2#.)08"12/"#$',I',4"./2(,+"

2)&6%,'#8".,+"-2/,24/.-$8G"1/2*"#$%"Z2*%,K&"b')%/.#'2,"M2;%*%,#J""

"

"
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F#!M&'/>%4&%:41>=0!N(5/&/*5!!

!
!P#2%%+#/%&=#($,080',0.6#,*%#,01%#0'#,7&)0)3;#5)1#(7&#"08#(2#.(7&'%#0'#,(#*"/%#"#'(.0%,=#4*%&%#$(&)#0'#)(,#"..%$,"-+%#0)#
,*%#8"0)',&%"86#4*%&%#")=()%#4*(#1"&%'#$&(17.%#0,#(&#+((E#",#0,#*"'#,(#*711+%#")1#*01%#-%."7'%#%/%&=()%#E)(4'#
*(4#10'37',0)3#")1#7)"..%$,"-+%#0,#0';<#"
#
`#G+"&%#T*(&,#\IJMJ];1##
#
!
d0./%"<$2/#G"#$%".,#'O-2/,24/.-$8"6.*-.'4,%/".,+"b.)2(/"M7"12/"Y'/*',4$.*"b.+8H22+"1/2*"

BSUAG"H.&"-%/$.-&"2;%/08"2-#'*'&#'6"H$%,"&$%"&(44%&#%+"#$%"#'+%"*.8"$.;%")%%,"#(/,',4"2,"

-2/,24/.-$8"',"R,40.,+J"Y8"#$%"%,+"21"#$%"BSTE&G"./2(,+ "12(/"*'00'2,"Y/'#'&$".+(0#&G"UE"#2"SE"

-%/"6%,#"21"#$%*"*%,G"H%/%"/%.+',4"."-2/,24/.-$'6"*.4._',%" %;%/8"*2,#$J2"9$%"',+(&#/8"H.&"

6%/#.',08"&#'00"*.&&';%@"DmEGEEE"./#'60%&"$.+")%%,"&%'_%+")8"-20'6%"',"b2,+2,"',"BSTmG"/'&',4"#2"

ATmGEEE"',"BSTUCSG".,+"#2"2,%"*'00'2,"',"BSTSCUEJ"d(&#2*&">"RQ6'&%"$.+"&%'_%+".0*2&#"BEEGEEE"

)22I&G"*.4._',%&G".,+"62*'6&"',"#$%"BSTTOTU"8%./".02,%J3"=/2*"BSTTG"#$%"',+(&#/8"H.&"*2/%"

2/4.,'&%+"#$.,"%;%/")%12/%G"$.;',4"12/*%+"#$%"Y/'#'&$"!+(0#"7()0'6.#'2,&"!&&26'.#'2,"b'*'#%+"

NY!7!bP"',"2/+%/"#2"&02H"#$%"V&#/%,4#$%,',4X"21"-2/,24/.-$8"H$'6$"$.+")%%,"266(//',4".#".,"

V.0./*',4"/.#%X"(-"#2"BSTT"NY!7!b")/2(4$#"a2$,"9/%;%08.,"2,")2./+".1#%/"$%"$.+"0%1#"#$%"

YY=dPJ4"

 

F,"BSUD"L.00(-".&I%+"H$%#$%/"2/",2#"*%*)%/&"21"#$%"-()0'6".4/%%+"H'#$"#$%"&#.#%*%,#"V#$%"(&%"

21"-2/,24/.-$8"'&"$./*0%&&".,+"$.&",2"&%/'2(&"%11%6#&"2,"#$2&%"H$2"$.;%"."#.&#%"12/"'#JX5"AT"-%/"

6%,#"+'&.4/%%+".,+"."1(/#$%/"DE"-%/"6%,#"&#/2,408"+'&.4/%%+"H'#$"#$%"&#.#%*%,#G"H$'0&#"Dm"-%/"6%,#"

.4/%%+".,+"2,08"D"-%/"6%,#"&#/2,408".4/%%+"NBW"-%/"6%,#"%'#$%/"+'+",2#"I,2H"2/",%'#$%/".4/%%+",2/"

+'&.4/%%+PJ6"L.00(-".&I%+"#$%"&.*%"3(%&#'2,"',"BSUW")8"H$'6$"#'*%"#$%",(*)%/&"+'&.4/%%',4"2/"

&#/2,408"+'&.4/%%',4"$.+"/'&%,"#2"ii".,+"DA"-%/"6%,#"/%&-%6#';%08G"H$'0&#"BT"-%/"6%,#".4/%%+".,+"B"

-%/"6%,#"+'&.4/%%+J"F,".++'#'2,G")%#H%%,"BSWm".,+"BSUUG"L.00(-".&I%+"*%*)%/&"21"#$%"-()0'6"

H$%#$%/"#$%8"#$2(4$#"6%/#.',".6#';'#'%&"2/"*.#%/'.0"H%/%"V&%/'2(&"&26'.0"-/2)0%*&X"',"Y/'#.',"2/"

,2#J"F,"BSUBG"#$%8".&I%+".)2(#"-2/,24/.-$8"12/"#$%"1'/&#"#'*%"1',+',4"#$.#"AU"-%/"6%,#"21"

/%&-2,+%,#&"62,&'+%/%+"'#"."&26'.0"-/2)0%*"N)8"62*-./'&2,G"WA"-%/"6%,#"#$2(4$#"+/(4O#.I',4"H.&"

!
!  Quoted in Barbara Norden, "Campaign Against Pornography," =4M),)1+'94:)4H 35 (1990), 2. 
"  R)88)-M1'94Y$%+, 44, 254. 
# Sutherland<'!##4,1):4'P)+4%-+0%4, 173. 
4 The Board operated in a similar way to the BBFC for the film industry. Its censorship operation caused tensions with some 
anticensorship advocates, including the Board’s solicitor David Offenbach.  
% NA: PREM, 19/1792, "Briefing for No. 10". 
+ Ibid.  
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."&%/'2(&"&26'.0"-/2)0%*PJ7"Y8"BSUUG"#$%"1'4(/%"12/"#$2&%"62,&'+%/',4"-2/,24/.-$8"#2")%"."&%/'2(&"

&26'.0"-/2)0%*"$.+"[(*-%+"#2"."*.&&';%"Sm"-%/"6%,#G"+/.H',4"0%;%0"H'#$"+/(4O#.I',4J"`2"2#$%/"

V-/2)0%*X"2,"L.00(-K&"0'&#"$.+"."62*-./.)0%"[(*-k"#$%"&%62,+"0./4%&#"',6/%.&%"H.&"4.*)0',4G"(-"

Bi"-%/6%,#.4%"-2',#&"#2"iU"-%/"6%,#"',"BSUUJ8"j,"#$%"3(%&#'2,"21"H$%#$%/"2/",2#"*%*)%/&"21"#$%"

-()0'6".4/%%+"#$.#"V#$%"(&%"21"-2/,24/.-$8"6.,"#/'44%/"&%Q(.0".&&.(0#&GX"L.00(-"12(,+"#$.#"',"

BSUD"."/.#$%/"&()&#.,#'.0"mU"-%/"6%,#".4/%%+".,+"Bi"-%/"6%,#"&#/2,408".4/%%+G".4.',&#"BB"-%/"6%,#"

H$2"+'&.4/%%+".,+"D"-%/"6%,#"H$2"&#/2,408"+'&.4/%%+J"Y8"BSUW"#$%",(*)%/".4/%%',4"$.+"/'&%,"#2"

WE"-%/"6%,#"H$'0&#"#$%",(*)%/"&#/2,408".4/%%',4"$.+"/'&%,"#2"BT"-%/"6%,#J9"

"

9$%&%"/%&(0#&G"#$%"(&(.0"+'11'6(0#'%&"H'#$"(&',4"&(/;%8"*.#%/'.0",2#H'#$&#.,+',4G"+2"&%%*"#2"

',+'6.#%"."4/2H',4"-%/6%-#'2,"21"-2/,24/.-$8".&"."V-/2)0%*X".,+"#$.#"#$%/%"H.&"."/%0.#'2,&$'-"

)%#H%%,"'#".,+"&%Q(.008";'20%,#"6/'*%J"9$'&"+'+",2#"/%10%6#".")/2.+"&$'1#"#2".",%H"*2/.0'&*".&"

&(6$G")(#"/.#$%/"#$%"&()&#.,#'.0"-/24/%&&"*.+%")8"V.,#'-2/,24/.-$8X"1%*','&#&"',"/%1/.*',4".,+"

./#'6(0.#',4"4/'%;.,6%&"2;%/"&%Q(.0".,+";'20%,#"'*.4%/8"+(/',4"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&J"!&"$.&")%%,"

&%%,G"#$%"/%#/%.#"21"&26'.0"*2/.0'&*".&".";'.)0%"#%//.',"12/"+%).#',4"2)&6%,'#8".,+"-2/,24/.-$8"

2-%,%+"&-.6%"12/"*2/%"V6.(&.0'&#X"'+%.&"#$.#"-2&'#%+"."/%0.#'2,&$'-")%#H%%,"#$%"62,&(*-#'2,"21"

2)&6%,%"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,&".,+"N&%Q(.008P";'20%,#")%$.;'2(/J"=/2*"#$%"0.#%"BSTE&"',#2"#$%"BSUE&G"

1%*','&#&")%4.,"%11%6#';%08"./#'6(0.#',4"#$%'/"2H,".,.08&%&"21"&%Q(.0".,+";'20%,#"'*.4%/8".,+"'#&"

/%0.#'2,&$'-"#2"$./*".,+"6/'*%J"!,#'-2/,24/.-$8"1%*','&#&"&$./%+"H'#$"&26'.008"62,&%/;.#';%"

*2/.0'&#&"."0.,4(.4%"21"V$./*X")(#"',10%6#%+"'#"#$/2(4$".";%/8"+'11%/%,#"0%,&J10"

"

!&"H'00")%"&%%,G"#$%/%"H%/%"#H2"-%/&-%6#';%&".#"#$%"$%./#"21"1%*','&#".,#'-2/,24/.-$8J"9$%"1'/&#"

H.&"#$.#"#$%"62,&(*%/"21"-2/,24/.-$8"N-2/,24/.-$8")%',4")/2.+08"+%1',%+P"H.&",(/#(/',4".,"

2(#022I"2,"H2*%,"#$.#"H2(0+"*2#';.#%"$'*"#2"-$8&'6.008"$./*"#$%*J"?%"H.&")%',4"

-&86$2&26'.008".660'*.#'&%+G"#$/2(4$"$'&"62,&(*-#'2,"21"-2/,24/.-$8".,+"&'*-08")8"0';',4"',"."

&26'%#8"%,4(01%+")8"#$%"62,&#.,#"/%-%#'#'2,"21"&%Q(.0'&%+"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,&G"#2";'%H"H2*%,".&"

2)[%6#&"#$.#"62(0+")%"62,&(*%+G"(&%+G"+2*',.#%+G".,+"+'&-2&%+J"9$%"126(&"H.&"0%&&"2,"#$%"

-&86$2024'6.0"+%4/.+.#'2,"21"#$%"62,&(*%/".,+"21"&26'%#8")(#"2,"#$%"+%4/.+.#'2,"21"H2*%,"as a 

result of"#$.#"62,&(*-#'2,@"4%,+%/G"',"2#$%/"H2/+&G"H.&")/2(4$#"1/2,#".,+"6%,#/%J"M%,G"1/2*"#$'&"

!
7 Collins, 234'V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+., 14. Data taken from the R$%8&'V$8)+)*-8'!Y),)$,'-,&'5$*)-8'50%:4.16'54%)41'!,4'E';%)+)13'!Y),)$,'V$881 
(Reading, 1990), 16.  
8 Ibid. 
9 NA: PREM, 19/1792. 
!(  Antiporn” or “antipornography” was the term used during the broader “sex debates,” used to refer to feminist opposed to 
pornography and to distinugish them from “pro-free-speech” feminists who were taking part in the same debates. On this, see: R 
Rich, “Soft Issue, Hard World,” =4M),)1+'94:)4H 13 (1983), 56-67; E. Freedman and B. Throne, “Introduction to ‘The Feminist 
Sexuality Debates,’” 5)T,1 10 (1984), 102-105; B Norden, “Campaign Against Pornography,” =4M),)1+'94:)4H 35 (1990), 1-8. 
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;'%HG"'*'#.#%+")%$.;'2(/"',"-2/,24/.-$8"2/"',"."&%Q(.008";'20%,#"1'0*"2,"#$%"(,+%/&#.,+',4"'#"H.&"

&26'.008".66%-#.)0%J"9$'&"H.&"&'*'0./")(#"&()#08"+'11%/%,#"#2"H$.#"*.,8".,#'O;'+%2",.&#8"

6.*-.'4,%/&"H%/%"60.'*',4J"9$%/%"#$%"'+%."H.&".)2(#";.4(%08"+%1',%+"V-&86$2024'6.0"+.*.4%X"

6.(&',4"'*-/%&&'2,.)0%".,+"82(,4"-%2-0%"#2"42"2(#".,+"62**'#";'20%,#"6/'*%J"?%/%G"$2H%;%/G"

#$%"./4(*%,#"H.&"#$.#"-2/,24/.-$8G"&%Q(.0"'*.4%/8".,+"%;%,".--./%,#08"',,26(2(&".+;%/#'&',4"

,2/*.0'&%+".,+",.#(/.0'&%+"#$%"2)[%6#'1'6.#'2,"21"H2*%,"',"."H.8"#$.#"*%.,#"*%,"H%/%"0'I%08"#2"

&%Q(.008".&&.(0#G"/.-%".,+"I'00"#$%*J"9$'&"(,+%/0.'+"60.'*&"',"#$%"BSUE&"#$.#"#$%&%"I',+&"21"

/%-/%&%,#.#'2,"H%/%".,"%Q'&#%,#'.0"#$/%.#"#2"H2*.,$22+J"9$%"2#$%/".&-%6#"#2"1%*','&#"

.,#'-2/,24/.-$8"#$.#"%*%/4%+"60%./08"',"#$%&%"#H2"+%6.+%&"H.&"#$%",2H"1.*'0'./",2#'2,"#$.#"#$%"

/%-%#'#'2,"21"6%/#.',"#8-%&"21"'*.4%&"',"#$%"*%+'.".,+".+;%/#'&',4"-/2+(6%+".,"'*-0'6'#".,+"21#%,"

%Q-0'6'#"-/%&&(/%"2,"H2*%,"#2"62,12/*"#2"H$.#"#$%&%"'*.4%&"%&#.)0'&$%+".&".,"'+%.0")2+8"#8-%"

.,+"VH.8X"."H2*.,"&$2(0+"022I"12/"$%/"#2")%"21";.0(%"#2"&26'%#8J"M.,8"1%*','&#&"-2',#%+"#2"#$%"

-&86$2024'6.0"6/'&%&"#$'&"62(0+"-/2*-#"H$%,"H2*%,"-%/6%';%+"#$%*&%0;%&"#2")%"1.00',4"&$2/#"21"

#$2&%"&#.,+./+&J"9$%&%"-%/&-%6#';%&"H'00")%"/%#(/,%+"#2"',"*2/%"+%#.'0"0.#%/J""

"

Z$.#".00"21"#$'&".*2(,#%+"#2"H.&".,#'-2/,24/.-$8"1%*','&#&"*.I',4"/%62(/&%"#2"'+%.&"21"
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!!  It is important to point out that there should not be a binary of “moral” and “feminist” which might falsely suggest that 
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!"  Jeska Rees, “A Look Back at Anger: the Women’s Liberation Movement in 1978,” R$M4,c1'I)1+$%.'94:)4H 19 (2010), 346. 
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!
!#  Rees, “A Look Back at Anger," 339. 
!$  Ibid., 340. 
!% Ibid., 342.  
!+ Fowler, [$0+3'708+0%4'),'Z$&4%,';%)+-),<'*@'AB^UEABFU (Basingstoke, 2008), 207. 
!& Sandbrook, 54-1$,1'),'+34'50,, 293. 
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!
!'  Bruley, “Consciousness Raising in Clapham, 720. 
!,  R. Frasher (ed.), ABXD6'L'5+0&4,+'K4,4%-+)$,'),'94:$8+ (New York, 1988), pp. 90-91. 
"(  G. DeGroot (ed.), 5+0&4,+'V%$+41+6'234'5)"+)41'-,&'L#+4% (Essex, 1998), pp. 59-61. 
"!  M. Collins (ed.), 234'V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+.'-,&')+1'W,4M)41 (London, 2007), p. 17; J. Selwyn Gummer, 234'V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+.<'p. 81. 
""  J4H*-1+84'7$0%)4%, 4 October 1967, p. 5. 
"# J4H*-1+84'7$0%)4%, 1 November 1967, p. 1. 
"$ E.g. (-%+1, 5 October 1966, 1-2. 
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&2"H'+%08"(&%+"',"#$%":,'2,JX27"F,".,".--./%,#"62,6%&&'2,".#"#$%"%,+"21"BSWTG"#$%"Darts"%+'#2/"

.,,2(,6%+"V,2"*2/%"+2008"-'6&"./%"#2".--%./"2,"#$%"1/2,#"-.4%X".1#%/"$%"$.+")%%,"12/6%+"#2"4';%"

',"#2"-/%&&(/%"V1/2*".)2;%GX"#$2(4$"#$%8"&#'00".--%./%+"',&'+%".,+"'#"H2(0+",2#")%"02,4")%12/%"

#$%8"/%#(/,%+"#2"#$%"1/2,#"-.4%J28"F,"BSWU"."V<-%6'.008"12/"Z2*%,X"1%.#(/%"H.&"',60(+%+"',"DartsG"

V[(&#"',"6.&%"82("./%"2,%"21"2(/"1%*.0%"/%.+%/&"H$2"+2,K#"/.;%"2;%/"#$%"52008"-'6&pH%"$2-%"82("

H'00"0'I%"2(/".,,(.0"H2*%,K&"-.4%p82(/"2,6%O', O.O0'1%#'*%"6$.,6%"#2"/%0.Q".,+"-(#"82(/"1%%#"(-"

H$'0%"2(/"1%*.0%"&#.11"1',+"2(#"12/"82("H$.#K&"&H',4',4"',"#$%"<$%11'%0+"1.&$'2,"&6%,%JX"

M%.,H$'0%G"V+2008"-'6&X"62,#',(%+"#2".--%./G"&2*%#'*%&"(&',4"*2+%0&"1/2*"026.0"6200%4%&J29"

 

=/2*"#$%"*'+OBSWE&G"$2H%;%/G".&"<$%'0."c2H)2#$.*"/%6.00%+"',"$%/"*%*2'/&"21"#$%"-%/'2+G"."

V,%H"1%*','&*"H.&")%4',,',4"#2"&#'/"12002H',4"a(0'%#"M'#6$%00K&"0.,+*./I"./#'60%"VZ2*%,@"9$%"

b2, 4%&#"c%;20(#'2,GX"-()0'&$%+"',"#$%"New Left ReviewJ30"c2H)2#$.*K&"2H,".H./%,%&&"21"

H2*%,K&"&()2/+',.#'2,".#"#$'&"#'*%"H.&",2#"&'*-08"%62,2*'6")(#"V./2&%"1/2*"#$%"&%Q(.0"

$(*'0'.#'2,"%;'+%,#"',"#%/*&"0'I%"-/2*'&6('#8G",8*-$2*.,'.6".,+"&0.4&JX31"l%#"#$%/%"H.&"V0'##0%"

6(0#(/.0"&-.6%X"12/"%Q-/%&&',4"#$%"&%Q(.0"1%%0',4&"%*%/4',4".*2,4&#"H2*%,"21"$%/"4%,%/.#'2,J32"

!
"% (-%+1, 10 November 1966, 2. Nigel Yates has argued in P$:4'J$H<'V-.'P-+4%m (2010) that the sexual revolution did not occur in 
the 1960s but entirely in the 1970s, based almost entirely on the evidence of sexualised images in the University of Sheffield’s 
student magazines. But this argument, as shown here, does not really hold up.  
"+ (-%+1 8 February 1967, 6-7; (-%+1 16 February 1967, 2; (-%+1, 2 March 1967, 2.  
"& (-%+1, 23 June, 1967. 
"'  (-%+1, 8 December 1967, 1.  
",  (-%+1, 14 March 1968, 12.  
#( Juliet Mitchell, "Women: The Longest Revolution," J4H'P4#+'94:)4H, 1 November 1966, 11. 
#!  Rowbotham V%$M)14'$#'-'(%4-M, 115-6. 
#" Ibid.  
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62,#%&#"-2H%/J35"9$%"'*-2/#.,6%"21"V-(##',4"',#2"0.,4(.4%X"&$2(0+",2#")%"(,+%/%&#'*.#%+"h"'#"
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&()(/).,"!*%/'6.,"$2(&%H'1%PJ36"F,"#$%"0.#%"BSWE&G"'#"H.&"#$%"1'4$#"12/")0.6I"6';'0"/'4$#&"',"#$%":<"

H$'6$"$.+"V-/2;'+%+"."6/(6'.0"0.,4(.4%"21"6(0#(/.0"+2*',.#'2,X".,+ "$%0-%+"6/%.#%".",%H"-20'#'6.0"

62,&6'2(&,%&&")8"4';',4";2'6%"#2G"',"c2H)2#$.*K&"H2/+&G"."V&()[%6#';'#8"2)0'#%/.#%+"',"M./Q'&#"

;%/&'2,&"21"&26'.0'&*".,+"#$(&"&(44%&#%+"."62,,%6#'2,")%#H%%,"',+';'+(.0"%Q-%/'%,6%".,+"

-20'#'6.0"/%&'&#.,6%JX37"F,"#$'&"H.8G"Z2*%,K&"b')%/.#'2,"%*%/4%+"2(#"21".,+"',"/%&-2,&%"#2"2#$%/"

&26'.0".,+"-20'#'6.0"*2;%*%,#&"21"#$%"BSWE&G",2#"[(&#"6';'0"/'4$#&")(#".0&2"#$%"d.*-.'4,"12/"

`(60%./"5'&./*.*%,# G".,#'O.-./#$%'+"*2;%*%,#&G"2--2&'#'2,"#2"#$%"\'%#,.*"Z./G".,+"#$%"H'+%/"

&#(+%,#"*2;%*%,#J38""

 

!#"#$%"&.*%"#'*%G"#$%"6';'0"/'4$#&"*2;%*%,#"-/2;'+%+"."+'&6(/&';%"62,#%Q#"',"H$'6$"#$%"'+%."21"

V$(*.,"/'4$#&X"*2/%")/2.+08"H.&"$'4$08";'&')0%".,+"-2H%/1(0J"!&"2#$%/"$'&#2/'.,&"$.;%"

2)&%/;%+G"#$%"&%62,+"*2&#"'*-2/#.,#"-%/'2+".1#%/"#$%"BSiE&"#$.#"&6$20./&"21"$(*.,"/'4$#&"./%"

/%;'%H',4"'&"#$%"BSTE&G"H$%,"#$%/%"H.&"V.,"%Q-02&'2,"21"',#%/%&#"',"$(*.,"/'4$#&X"%,#H',%+"H'#$"

402).0'&.#'2,".,+ "',60(+',4"#$%"12/*.#'2,"21"2/4.,'&.#'2,&"0'I%"!*,%&#8"F,#%/,.#'2,.0".,+"

!
## Ibid., 116-7. 
#$ Ibid., 208-9. 
#% Herbert Marcuse has given an analogous example. Asked why he thought revolutionaries in the student movements of the 
1960s and 1970s had turned to his writings, he explained that it was not because he was some “mentor” of student activism but 
because he “formulated” and “articulated” some ideas and goals which were hanging “in the air” at the time, and that was about 
it.”: B. Magee, Z4,'$#'>&4-16'5$M4'7%4-+$%1'$#'7$,+4MY$%-%.'V3)8$1$Y3.'iLondon, 1978), 63. 
#+ Betty Friedan, 234'=4M),),4'Z.1+)\04 (London, 1965).  
#& Rowbotham, V%$M)14'$#'-'(%4-M, 241.  
#'  Sue Bruley and Laurel Forster, "Historicising the Women's Liberation Movement," R$M4,l1'I)1+$%.'94:)4H 25 (2016), 697. 
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VH2*%,K&"/'4$#&"./%"$(*.,"/'4$#&G"#22X")%62*',4"."62**2,"6.0 0"21"#$%"BSUE&PJ40""

 

F,"<%-#%*)%/"BSWSG"#$%"?'&#2/8"Z2/I&$2-"62,1%/%,6%"H.&"$%0+"',"jQ12/+"H$%/%"#$%"+%6'&'2,"

H.&"*.+%"#2"$.;%"."Z 2*%,K&"b')%/.#'2,"62,1%/%,6%".#"#$%"&.*%";%,(%"#$%"12002H',4"8%./J"9$%"

c(&I',"d2,1%/%,6%"#22I"-0.6%"2,"DT"=%)/(./8"BSTE".,+"H.&".##%,+%+")8",%./08"WEE"+%0%4.#%&J"F#"

H.&".#"#$'&"62,1%/%,6%"#$.#"#$%"ZbMK&"V12(/"+%*.,+&X"H%/%"1'/&#"-(#"+2H,"',"H/'#',4".,+"#$%"

%;%,#"',&-'/%+"H2*%,"./2(,+"#$%"62(,#/8"#2"&%#"(-"H2*%,K&"2/4.,'&.#'2,&J"F,"b2,+2,".02,%G"

12(/"1%*','&#"4/2(-&"%Q'&#%+"',"#$%"!(#(*,"21"BSWSG"/'&',4"#2"Bi")8"#$%"*'++0%"21"BSTE".,+"mW"

)8"#$%"%,+"21"BSTBJ41""Y8"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"BSTE&G"#$%/%"H%/%"./2(,+"&%;%,#8"H2*%,K&"4/2(-&"

.6/2&&"Y/'#.',J42"!#"(,';%/&'#'%&G"H2*%,K&"4/2(-&"H%/%".0&2"4.',',4"*2*%,#(*")8"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"

BSTE&J"!#"<$%11'%0+"',"BSTEG"12/"',&#.,6%G"#$%"ZbM"4/2(-"H%/%"*%%#',4"%;%/8"H%%I".,+"H%/%"

',6/%.&',408"H/'#',4"',#2"Darts".,+"&%,+',4"#$%"-.-%/"V*','O*.,'1%&#2&X"#2"2(#0',%"#$%"4/2(-K&"

.'*&".,+"&#/.#%4'%&J43""

 

j,"#$%"&%Q(.0'&%+"'*.4%/8"1/2,#G"$2H%;%/G"#$%"*2;%*%,#"$.+"8%#"#2"*.I%"*(6$"+'11%/%,6%J"F,"

#$%"%./08"BSTE&G"&#(+%,#"-()0'6.#'2,&G".&"H'#$"(,+%/4/2(,+"*.4._',%&G"62,#',(%+"#2"1%.#(/%",(+%"

-$2#24/.-$&G"&%Q'&#"62*'6"&%/'.0&G".,+"*2/%"&%*'".,+"1(00",(+'#8"2,"1/2,#"-.4%&J"9$%&%"-'6#(/%&"

H%/%"1/%3(%,#08"+/2--%+"',#2"#$%"-.-%/"/.,+2*08"2/"-/',#%+"H'#$2(#"62**%,#J"44"Y(#"1/2*"#$%"

BSTE&"&(6$"-/.6#'6%&"H%/%",2#".0H.8&"42',4"(,6$.00%,4%+J"=2/"%Q.*-0%G"2,%"'&&(%"21"Darts"',"

BSTE"-/2*'&%+"#$%"12002H',4"%+'#'2,"H2(0+"V%Q-2&%"#$%"#'#&X"',"#$%",.*%"21"&26'.0"/%&%./6$")8"

'00(&#/.#',4"#$%"-$%,2*%,2,"21"#$%"&%Q(.0'&.#'2,"21".+;%/#'&',4".,+"H2*%,K&"*.4._',%&J45"F#"

!
#,  Cmiel, “Recent History of Human Rights,” 129; G.T Mitoma, "Civil Society and International Human Rights: The 
Commission to Study the Organization of Peace and the Origins of the UN Human Rights Regime," I0M-,'9)T3+1 /0-%+4%8. 30 
(2008), 608 
$( Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, adopted 18 December 1979, G.A. Res. 
34/180, U.N. GAOR, 34th Sess., Supp. No. 46, U.N. Doc. A/34/46 (1980), reprinted in 19 I.L.M. 33 (1980).  For a good 
summary of the development of ‘women’s human rights’ since the 15th century, see: A.S. Fraser, ‘Becoming Human: The Origins 
and Development of Women’s Human Rights’, I0M-,'9)T3+1'/0-%+4%8. 21 (1999), pp. 853-906; Cmiel, "Recent History of Human 
Rights". 
$!  Sandbrook, 5+-+4'$#'WM4%T4,*. , 376. 
$" Marwick, 234'5)"+)41, 689. 
$# E.g. (-%+1 19 June 1969, 14; (-%+1, 5 February 1970, 5. 
$$ (-%+1, 8 May 1970, 4; (-%+1 19 March 1970, 8; (-%+1, 21 May 1970, p. 2. 
$% (-%+1, 21 May 1970, p. 10. 
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2)[%6#'1'6.#'2,"21"H2*%,"',".+;%/#'&',4G"%;%,"#$2(4$"'#"$.+")%%,"#/.'0%+".&"."V-(00O2(#X".,+"H.&"
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"

BSTE".0&2"H'#,%&&%+"."&'4,'1'6.,#"&8*)20'6"*2*%,#"H$%,"1%*','&#&"',#%//(-#%+"#$%"M'&&"Z2/0+"

d2,#%&#"',"b2,+2,"',"`2;%*)%/")8"#$/2H',4"102(/".#"#$%"$2&#"Y2)"?2-%G"-(&$',4"1%*','&*"

',#2"-()0'6"62,&6'2(&,%&&J"!&"!+/'.,"Y',4$.*"2)&%/;%&G"#$'&"V6.*%"',"#$%";%/8"H%%I"#$.#"#$%"

Sun"$.+"-/',#%+"'#&";%/8"1'/&#"-.4%"#$/%%"4'/0X".,+"#$.#"V[(&#".&"#$%"*2/.0".,Q'%#'%&".)2(#"-',O(-&"
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211%,6%@"-%/-%#(.#',4"+.*.4',4"4%,+%/"&#%/%2#8-%&JX48"Y',4$.*",2#%&"#$.#"VH2*%,"$.+")%%,"

62*-0.',',4".)2(#"-', O( -&"12/"8%./&G")(#",2H"#$%8"H%/%"'*)(%+"H'#$"."1/%&$"62,1'+%,6%"#$.#"

#$%'/"1%%0',4&"H%/%"&$./%+G".,+"211%/%+".",%H"',#%00%6#(.0"1/.*%H2/I"H'#$',"H$'6$"#2"(,+%/&#.,+"

#$%'/"1%%0',4&".,+"12/*(0.#%"#$%'/"62*-0.',#&JX49""

"

Women and the Obscenity of the Counterculture  
 

9$%"2#$%/"I%8"62,#%Q#"12/"#$%"/'&%"21"H2*%,K&"0')%/.#'2,".,+"1%*','&#".,#'-2/,24/.-$8"H.&"#$%"

62(,#%/6(0#(/%".,+"&%Q(.0"/%;20(#'2,J"F,"R,40.,+G"#$%"ZbM"#22I"$(4%".*2(,#&"21"%,%/48"1/2*"

#$%"-%/6%';%+"+%1%6#&"21")2#$"-$%,2*%,.J"9$%/%"$.+")%%,"4%,+%/%+"62,6%/,&".)2(#"#$%"&%Q(.0"

/%;20(#'2,K&"V+./I"&'+%X"1/2*"#$%";%/8")%4',,',4J"F,"#$%"$8-%/O-%/*'&&';%"60'*.#%"21"#$%"0.#%/"

BSWE&G"%&-%6'.008"',"b2,+2,".,+"2#$%/"*%#/2-20'#.,"./%.&G"82(,4"H2*%,"H%/%"-(#"(,+%/"

!
$+ (-%+1, 25 June 1970, pp. 6-7. 
$& Ibid. 
$'  Bingham, =-M)8.'J4H1Y-Y4%1, 223. 
$,  Ibid. 
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%( E.g. George Carlin, "Rupert Bare: Art, Obscenity and the Oz Trial" In Collins (ed.), V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+., 132-145.  
%! Ibid. 
%" Travis, ;$0,&'-,&'K-TT4&, 235. 
%# Ibid. 
%$ Ibid. 
%% Fountain, ?,&4%T%$0,&, 143. 
%+ Ibid. 
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%& Collins, V4%M)11):4'5$*)4+., 21. 
%' Marsha Rowe, “Spare Rib and the Underground Press,” ;%)+)13'P)Q%-%., https://www.bl.uk/spare-rib/articles/spare-rib-and-
the-underground-press; 5Y-%4'9)Q, June - July 1984. 
%, Ibid.  
+( Angela Phillips, “Spare Rib, the business,” ;%)+)13'P)Q%-%., https://www.bl.uk/spare-rib/articles/spare-rib-the-business. 
+! Ibid. 
+" Angela Philips, “Body image, advertising and the media,” ;%)+)13'P)Q%-%., https://www.bl.uk/spare-rib/articles/body-image-
advertising-and-the-media. 
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!
+# Bird, “Women’s Studies,” 265 
+$ Ibid 
+% Ibid, 289-90 
++ Ibid., 266.  
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+'  Kleinhenz, K4%M-),4, 182 
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!
'!  Rosalind Coward, “Sexual Violence and Sexuality,” =4M),)1+'94:)4H 11:1 (1982), 15.  
'"  Ibid.  



! 205 

21".;.'0.)'0'#8"21"H2*%,J"F,"-./#'6(0./G".00(&'2,&"#2";'20%,6%"&(&#.',"., ".&&26'.#'2, ")%#H%%,"*.0%"

;'20%,6%".,+ "&%Q(.0"-0%.&(/%J"9$%&%"62+%&"H%/%".&"-/%&%,#"', ".+;%/#'&',4".&"#$%8"H%/%"', "

-2/,24/.-$8G"#%0%;'&'2,"-/24/.**%&G".,+ "-$2#24/.-$8"', "4%,%/.0J""

"

F,"a(08"BSTUG"a'00"̀ '6$200&".,+ "7.#"M2., "H/2#%"', "Spare Rib@"VF".* ".02,%"', "#$%"(,+%/4/2(,+"

H.'#',4"12/". "#/.',J"!00"./2(,+ "*%"./%"$(4%"'*.4%&"21"1%*.0%"-./#&J"Z$%,"'#"'&"$2#G"F"+2,K#"H%./"
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#$%"62(,6'0"-/';.#%08"+(/',4 "#$%'/"*2,#$08"*%%#',4J"9$%"62(,6'0"H2(0+".&I"H$%#$%/"#2",2#"., "

.+;%/#"*'4$#"V211%,+"#$%"*.[2/'#8"21"-%2-0%"H$2"H'00"&%%"'#JX"7.',#%/"&#.#%+"#$.#"#$%"!<! "62(,6'0G"

H$'6$"$%")2.&#%+"',60(+%+"#$/%%"V0.+'%&GX"$.+"/%&20;%+"#$.#"#$%"H2/+&"', "#$%"Z%00&".+;%/#"62(0+"

,2#"024'6.008".--08"#2"#$%"6./'6.#(/%"21"#$%"H2*.,J "?%".+*'##%+"#$%"H2/+&"62(0+".--08"#2"#$%"

H2*., ")(#"#$.#"#$%8"62(0+"%3(.008".--08"#2"#$%"2/.,4%"[('6%J"!&I%+")8"̀ '6$200&".,+ "M2., ".)2(# "

!
'#  5Y-%4'9)Q, July 1978.  
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#$%"!<!K&"6/'#%/'."12/"&%Q'&*G"7.',#%/"/%&-2,+%+"'#"H.&"0'I%".&I',4 "$'* "#2"/%.+"#$%"*',+& "21"#$%"

62(,6'0"H$2"H%/%"V[(&#"0'I%"%;%/8)2+8"%0&%p4%#".,2#$%/"4/2(- "21"BD".,+ "#$%8"*'4$#"#.I%". "

+'11%/%,#";'%Hp#$%"3(%&#'2,"#$%"62(,6'0"H2(0+".&I"'#&%01"'&"H$%#$%/". "&'4,'1'6.,#",(*)%/ "21"4'/0&"

H2(0+")%"&'008"%,2(4$"#2")%0'%;%"'#JX"7.',#%/"62(0+",2#"/%*%*)%/". "&',40%"62*-0.',# "2, "#$%"

4/2(,+&"21"&%Q'&*")%',4"(-$%0+J""

"

!0#$2(4$"1%*','&#&"H%/%"+%;%02-',4". "/2)(&#".,.08&'&"21"#$%"2)[%6#'1'6.#'2,"21"H2*%,"', "-2-(0./ "

6(0#(/%".,+ ".+;%/#'&',4"O"BSTU".0&2"&.H"#$%"-()0'6.#'2, "21"1%*','&#"./#"$'&#2/'.,".,+ "6(0#(/.0"

.,.08&#"L/'&%0+."720026IK&"%&&.8"VZ$.#K&"H/2,4"H'#$"F*.4%&"21"Z2*%,X ".&"H%00".&"R0'_.)%#$"

d2H'%K&"VZ2*%, ".&"<'4,X"O"#$'&".,.08&'&"$.+".#"#$'&"-2',# "+2,%"0'##0%"#2"',10(%,6%"H'+%/"-()0'6"

.,+ "',&#'#(#'2,.0".##'#(+%&J84"F,"/%&-2,&%"#2"#$%"!<! ".--%./',4 "(,&8*-.#$%#'6"#2"1%*','&#"

62,6%/,&".)2(# "#$%"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,"21"H2*%,"', ".+;%/#'&%*%,#&G"#$%"!00'.,6%"12/"=.'/ "F*.4%&".,+ "

c%-/%&%,#.#'2,"', "#$%"M%+'."N!==FcMP"H.&"12/*%+".&". "V1%*','&#".00'.,6%".4.',&#".+&G"./#'60%&"

.,+ "'*.4%&"#$.#"%Q-02'#"H2*%,"H'#$"#$%".'* "#2".)20'&$".00"&%Q'&*"', "#$%"*%+'.JX"!==FcM "(&%+"

#/.+'#'2,.0"6.*-.'4,',4 "*%#$2+&"&(6$".&"H/'#',4"#2"#$%"!<!G"#%0%;'&'2,".,+ "/.+'2"&#.#'2,&".,+ "

#$%"%+'#2/&"21",%H&-.-%/&G")(#"'#".0&2"#22I"*2/ %"+'/%6#".6#'2,")8"&%00',4"&#'6I%/&".,+ ").+4%&".,+ "

&-%.I',4".#"&6$220&G"6200%4%&G".,+ "62,1%/%,6%&"', "2/+%/"#2"%Q-0.',"V$2H"*%+'."'*.4%&"',#%//%0.#%"

H'#$"H$20%"'+%20248JX85""

"

Harm and the Williams Committee 

"

Y8"#$'&"#'*%G"4%,+%/%+";'20%,6%"H.&")%62*',4"%;%,"*2/%";'&')0%"', "#$%",.#'2,.0 ",%H&"*%+'."', "

#$%"12/* "21"&#2/'%&"6%,#%/%+"./2(,+ "+2*%&#'6".)(&%G"&%Q(.0".&&.(0#".,+ "*(/+%/O/.-%&G"-./#"21". "

4%,%/.0"',6/%.&%"', "#$%"/%-2/#',4"21"&%Q"6/'*%"', "#$%"-2&#OH./ "-%/'2+J86"e%'#$"<22#$'00".,+ "<80;'."

Z.0)8"2)&%/;%"-./#'6(0./08"-/2,2(,6%+"&$'1#")%#H%%,"BSTB".,+ "BSTU"H$%,"#$%",(*)%/ "21"/.-%"

,%H&"/%-2/#&"',6/%.&%+"#2")%62*%"-./#"21"#$%"!,2/*.0 ".,+ "%;%/8+.8",%H&X"12/". "0./4%"&%6#'2,"21"

#$%"-2-(0.#'2,J87"F,"BSTUG"9%+"Y(,+8"H.&"6.(4$#")8"-20'6%J": ,&(66%&&1(0"', "+%60./',4"$'*&%01"

',&.,%G". "*%*)%/"21"#$%":< "M%%&%"d2**'&&'2, "2, "-2/,24/.-$8 "62,#.6#%+"$'* ".,+G"'#"$.&")%%,"

.00%4%+G"211%/%+"#2"$%0-"4%#"$'&"&%,#%,6%"/%+(6%+"'1"$%"H2(0+"+'&6(&&"#$%"/%0.#'2,&$'-")%#H%%,"

-2/,24/.-$8 ".,+ "6/'*%J88"Y(,+8"&()&%3(%,#08")%4.,"62,+%*,',4 "-2/,24/.-$8 "12/"./2(&',4 "

!
'$  Griselda Pollock, "What's Wrong with Images of Women?," 5*%44,'W&0*-+)$, 24 (1977), 25-34; Elizabeth Cowie, "Women as 
Sign," reprinted In Ann E. Kaplan (ed.), =4M),)1M'-,&'=)8M (Oxford, 2000), 48-64.  
'% See: LSE Women’s Library: 5WMA/1, “Papers of the Alliance for Fair Images and Representation in the Media” (1977-80).   
'+  Keith Soothill and Sylvia Walby, 54"'7%)M4'),'+34'J4H1 (London, 1991), 18. 
'& Ibid. 
''  Carol, J0&41<'V%0&41, 81. 
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+%&'/%"', "*%, "12/"H2*%,"H$2"H%/%",2#"#$%'/"H';%&J89"9$%"d.*-.'4, "!4.',&#"72/,24/.-$8 G"#$%"

.(#$2/"M28/."Y/%*, %/".,+ "M./8"Z$'#%$2(&%".00"6'#%+"Y(,+8K&"-2/, O)0.*',4 "',#%/;'%H")%12/%"

$'&"%Q%6(#'2,".&"%;'+%,6%"#$.#"-2/,24/.-$8 "6.(&%+"Y(,+8"#2"I'00"H2*%,J90""

"

Y%#H%%,"BSTU".,+ "BSUTG".0#$2(4$"62,;'6#'2,&"+%60',%+G"/.-%"/%-2/#',4"',6/%.&%+")8"DB"-%/"

6%,#J91"! "&'4,'1'6.,#"-/2-2/#'2, "21"#$%&%"/%-2/#&"H%/%".6#(.008".)2(# "&%Q(.0".##.6I&"2, "6$'0+/%,"

.,+ "21#%,"'*-0'%+"0',I&")%#H%%,"#$%&%".##.6I&".,+ "#$%"-%/-%#/.#2/K&"(&%"21"-2/,24/.-$8J "!+/'., "

Y',4$.* ".,+ "b2('&%"<%##0%"$.;%".0&2"&$2H,"$2H"1/2* "#$%"BSTE&"2,H./+&"#$%"+.'08"-/%&&")%6.*%"

',6/%.&',408"',#%/%&#%+"', "&#2/'%&".)2(# "V-%/;%/#&X".,+ "V-.%+2-$'0%&JX92"b(68"5%0.-G"*%.,H$'0%G"

$.&"2)&%/;%+"#$.#";'20%,6%".,+ ".)(&%"&(11%/%+")8"6$'0+/%,"$.+". "02H%/"-/21'0%"#$.,"&%Q(.0"

;'20%,6%".4.',&#"H2*%,")(#"H.&"V,2,%#$%0%&&"., "'*-2/#.,# "&()"#$%*%"21"1%*','&#"6.*-.'4,&G"

H$'6$"'+%,#'1'%+"#$%"1.*'08".&". "&'#%"21"3(2#'+'., "&%Q(.0";'20%,6%GX",2#',4"#$.#"Spare Rib")%4.,"

+'&6(&&',4"',6%&#".,+ "6$'0+"&%Q(.0".)(&%"1/2* "BSTTJ93"7.%+2-$'0'."H.&"#$(&")/2(4$#"',#2"#$%"

.*)'# "21"&%Q(.0";'20%,6%"', "4%,%/.0".,+ "', "BSTT"#$%"*%+'.")%4.,"-()0'&$',4"&#2/'%&".)2(# "., "

.00%4%+"(-&(/4%"', "6$'0+"-2/,24/.-$8 "'*-2/#%+"*.',08 "1/2* "#$%"62,#',%,#"H$'0&#"-()0'6"

62,#/2;%/&8"2;%/"#$%"7.%+2-$'0%"F,12/*.#'2, "RQ6$.,4%"/%.6$%+"'#&"-%.I"', "!(#(*,J 94"F,"a(,%G"

M./8"Z$'#%$2(&%")%4.,"+%*.,+',4 "0%4.0"62,#/20&"#2"$.0#"#$%"&-/%.+"21"VI'++'%"-2/,X "', "H$'6$"

&$%"H.&".)0%"#2"6'/6(*;%,#"#$%"(&(.0"0')%/#./'.,"2)[%6#'2,&"#2"6%,&2/&$'-".,+ "H$'6$"/%&(0#%+"', "

#$%"Protection of Children Act"BSTU"N. "-/';.#%"*%*)%/K&"*%.&(/%"#$.#"#$%"d.00.4$.,"42;%/,*%,#"

6$2&%",2#"#2"2--2&%"%;%,"#$2(4$"#$%"577 ".,+ "-20'6%"$.+",2#".&I%+"12/".++'#'2,.0"-2H%/&"2, "

#$'&"1/2,#PJ95"=%*','&#&"62,#',(%+"#2".&I"H$%/%"*%, "0%./,%+"#$%".##'#(+%&".,+ ")%$.;'2(/&"#$.#"

H%/%"62,#/')(#',4"#2". "6(0#(/%"21";'20%,6%".4.',&#")2#$"H2*%,".,+ "6$'0+/%,G"%*-$.&'&',4"#$%"/20%"

21"#$%"*%+'.G".+;%/#'&',4".,+ "-2/,24/.-$8J ""

"

<2*%"1%*','&#&"%;%,")%4.,"H2/I',4 "H'#$"*2/.0 "6/(&.+%"2/4.,'&.#'2,&G"-./#'6(0./08"', "#$%"0.##%/K&"

6.*-.'4, ".4.',&#"&%Q"&$2-&J"9$%"Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill"BSTS"$.+"/%3('/%+"

.00"&%Q"&$2-&"', "R,40.,+".,+ "Z.0%&"#2")%"0'6%,&%+J"9$'&"H2(0+"$.;%"%,+%+"5.;'+ "<(00';.,K&"2H, "

%,#%/-/'&%")%6.(&%"$%"$.+")%%,"6$./4%+"', "BSTS"H'#$"0';',4"211"'**2/.0 "%./,',4&".,+ "62(0+"$.;%"

!
',  Ibid.  
,(  Ibid. 
,!  Soothill and Walby, 54"'7%)M4, 2. 
,"  Adrian Bingham and Louise Settle, “Scandals and Silences: The British Press and Child Sexual Abuse,” I)1+$%.'-,&'V$8)*., 4 
August 2015, http://www.historyandpolicy.org/policy-papers/papers/scandals-and-silences-the-british-press-and-child-sexual-
abuse. 
,#  Lucy Delap, “’Disgusting Details Which Are Best Forgotten’: Disclosures of Child Sexual Abuse in Twentieth-Century 
Britain,” O$0%,-8'$#';%)+)13'5+0&)41 57:1 (2018), 79-107. 
,$  Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4<'26-29. 
,% Ibid. 
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#$%/%12/%")%%,"+%,'%+". "0'6%,6%J96"?2H%;%/G".&"e'00'6I",2#%&G". "6.*-.'4, "#2"V&(--2/#"82(/"026.0"

&%Q"&$2-X"#(/,%+"2(#"#2")%";%/8"&(66%&&1(0"H'#$"6(&#2*%/"-%#'#'2,',4"V&(/-/'&',408"H%00"

&(--2/#%+p#$2(&.,+&".,+ "#$2(&.,+&"-(#"#$%'/",.*%&"+2H,JX97"9$%"6.*-.'4, "%;%,"*.,.4%+ "#2"

4%#"R./0"L/%8"2, ")2./+ ".1#%/"$%"$.+"&-2I%,".4.',&#"#$%"Y'00"', "#$%"b2/+&"2, "#$%"4/2(,+&"21"

/%&#/'6#'2,"21"1/%%+2*".,+ "',#/(&'2, "',#2"6';'0"0')%/#'%&J"Y(#"H$%,"<(00';.,K&"6$.', "/%.6$%+"

9(,)/'+4%"Z%00&"', "BSUDG"#$%"026.0"c%;%/%,+"a2$,"?(/&#"2--2&%+"#$%"2-%,',4")%6.(&%"$%"

)%0'%;%+"&%Q"&$2-&"2)[%6#'1'%+"H2*%,J"?%"%Q-0.',%+G"VF")%0'%;%"&%Q"&$2-&".,+ "&'*'0./"#$',4&"./%"

/%.008"+%&#/(6#';%"21"1.*'08"0'1%J"F".0&2"#$',I "#$%8K/%". "#$/%.#"#2"H2*.,$22+J "9$%8"#/%.#"H2*%,".&"

., "2, "2)[%6#G".0*2&#"0'I%". "-0.&#'6"#$/2HO.H.8"6(-JX98"<'*'0./ "/%.6#'2,&"H%/%"12(,+"%0&%H$%/%J"

9$%"026.0"M7"12/"92##%,$.*G"c%4"c.6%G".&".&I%+".)2(# "#$%"-/';.#%"&$2-"H$'6$"$.+"2-%,%+"#$%/%"

.,+ "&.'+"#$.#"V-%2-0%",2H"(,+%/&#.,+"#$.#"82("6.,K#"$.;%". "0./4%O&6.0%"-2/,24/.-$8 "',+(&#/8"

H$'6$"-2/#/.8&"H2*%,"', "#$%"I',+ "21"H.8".,+ "$.;%". "+%6%,#G"0')%/.#%+".##'#(+%"#2H./+&"H2*%,"

.,+ "#$%'/"-2&'#'2,"', "&26'%#8JK99""

"

<(6$"/%&-2,&%&"/%10%6#"$2H"1%*','&#"#%/*',20248".,+ "62,6%-#&"&(6$".&"V2)[%6#'1'6.#'2,X"H%/%"

&-/%.+',4"',#2"-()0'6"62,&6'2(&,%&&".,+ "H%/%")%62*',4"(&%1(0"+'&6(/&';%"&#/.#%4'%&"#2"2--2&%"

#$',4&"0'I%"&%Q"&$2-&J"9$.#". "026.0"/%;%/%,+"*'4$#"2--2&%"#$%"2-%,',4"21". "&%Q"&$2-"'&"

(,&(/-/'&',4k "#$.#"$%"H2(0+"6.00"2, "&-%6'1'6.008"1%*','&#",2#'2,&"21"&%Q'&*".,+ "2)[%6#'1'6.#'2,"H.&"

&2*%#$',4",%H%/J"Y8"#$'&"-2',#G"#$%/%"H.&".0&2". "4/2H',4".H./%,%&&".)2(# "-2#%,#'.0"0',I&"

)%#H%%,"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,&"21"H2*%,".,+ "&%Q(.0";'20%,6%J"F,"<#J"?%0%,&G"#$%"M%/&%8&'+%"

d2**(,'#8 "<#.,+./+&"!&&26'.#'2,"$.+"*.+%". "+%.0"H'#$"<(00';.,"#2"I%%-"$'* "2(#"21"#$%"#2H,J"

9$%"d$.'/*., "#20+"#$%"-/%&&"$%"$.+",2 "/%4/%#&@"82("62(0+"&.8"tiGmEE"H.&". ")/')%"2/". "-.8 O211"

)(#"'#"H.&"H2/#$"'#"'1"'#"-/%;%,#%+"2,%"4'/0"4%##',4"/.-%+J"F")%0'%;%"#$%&%"&$2-&"',6/%.&%"#$%"

,(*)%/ "21"&%Q(.0".&&.(0#&JX100""

"

F,"BSTSG"#$%"Z'00'.*&"d2**'##%%"#22".+2-#%+"#$%";'%H"#$.#".,8 "62,#/20&"2, "-2/,24/.-$8 "&$2(0+"

022I"#2"62,#/20"$./* "/.#$%/"#$.,"*2/.0'#8J"9$%"1%*','&#"-%/&-%6#';%"2, "$./* ".,+ "-2/,24/.-$8 "

H.&G"$2H%;%/G"0./4%08".)&%,#"1/2* "#$%"c%-2/#J"9$%"d2**'##%%"','#'.008"/%6%';%+";%/8"1%H"

&()*'&&'2,&"1/2* "#$%"H2*%,K&"*2;%*%,#")(#"2,%"21"#$%"d2**'##%%K&"*%*)%/&G"<$%'0."

c2#$H%00G"-(&$%+"12/"4/%.#%/"/%624,'#'2,"21"V1%*','&#"./4(*%,#&X".,+ "-.&&%+"2, "*.#%/'.0"1/2* "

!
,+ Killick, 508+-,'$#'584-N4, 52-53. 
,& Ibid.  
,'  Ibid., 36.  
,,  Ibid., 37. 
!((  Ibid., 39-40. 
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#$%"Z2*%,K&"F,12/*.#'2, ".,+ "c%1%//.0"<%/;'6%J101"92H./+&"#$%"%,+"21"Z'00'.*&K"',;%&#'4.#'2,G"

*2/%"&#.#%*%,#&"1/2* "1%*','&#"4/2(-&"H%/%"/%3(%&#%+")8"#$%"d2**'##%%".,+ "#$%8"+'+"

&()&%3(%,#08"/%6%';%"&2*%"/%&-2,&%&J"9$%&%"/%&-2,&%&"126(&%+"2, "#$%"-20'#'6.0".,+ "6(0#(/.0"

-2H%/"21"-2/,24/.-$8 "#2"$./* "H2*%,G".,+ "*.+%"4/%.#"(&%"21",2#'2,&"21"2)[%6#'1'6.#'2,G"4%,+%/"

/20%&G".,+ "+%-%/&2,.0'&.#'2,J"j,% "Spare Rib"/%.+%/G"b.(/. "=(06$%/G"#20+"#$%"d2**'##%%"#$.#"

-2/,24/.-$8 "*.4._',%&"-/%&%,#%+"H2*%,"V.&"2)[%6#&".,+ ",2#"/%.0"-%2-0%J"9$%8"%Q'&#"2,08"', "&2"

1./".&"#$%8"/%0.#%"#2"*%,K&"&%Q(.0",%%+&p9$%"*.', "&%00%/"'&"-.&&';'#8JX102"!,+ "#$%"./4(*%,#&"', "

#$'&"62//%&-2,+%,6%"4%,%/.008"H%,#")%82,+"$./+62/%"-2/,24/.-$8@"VF1"$./+"-2/, "H.&,K#"./2(,+ "

-.4%"A"21"#$%"<(, "H2(0+,K#"%Q'&#J"7.4%"A"'&".66%-#%+")%6.(&%"'#"'&,K#". "-'6#(/%"21"&2*%2,%"&(6I',4"

. "626IJ"Y(#"'#"'&"#$%"<(, "#$.#"62,#.',&"#$%"/%.0"&();%/&';%"'*.4%")%6.(&%"'#"&%%*&"&2"

',,26(2(&JX103"!==FcM ".0&2"4.;%"0'##0%".##%,#'2,"#2"-2/,24/.-$8 "%;%,"'1"'#"+'+"/%624,'_%"

-2/,24/.-$8K&"$./*&G"',&#%.+"&#/%&&',4"#$%"'*-2/#.,6%"21"V*%+'."#$.#"+%.0&"H'#$"2#$%/"#$.,"

60%./O6(#"-2/,24/.-$8JX104"!1#%/"#$%"d2**'##%%"-/2+(6%+"#$%'/"1'/&#"+/.1#G"c2#$H%00"%,62(/.4%"

*2/%"1%*','&#"-2',#&"#2")%"',60(+%+".,+ "$'4$0'4$#%+"#2"#$%"d2**'##%%"$2H"#$%&%"H%/%"+'11%/%,#"

#2"#$%"#$',I',4 "21"-%2-0%"0'I%"Z$'#%$2(&%J":0#'*.#%08G"#$%/%"H.&"2,08". "&',40%"-./.4/.-$ "21"

1%*','&#"#$2(4$#"',60(+%+"', "#$%"/%-2/#J105"Z'+%/"6(0#(/.0"6$.,4%"1%00"2(#&'+%"#$%"#%/*&"21"

/%1%/%,6%"21"#$%"62**'##%%G"H$'6$"$.+")%%,"4';%,"#$%"#.&I"21"/%;'%H',4"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H&J"

"

Reclaim the Night, Clare Short and “No More Page 3” 

"

Z$%,"7%#%/"<(#60'11%")%4.,"*(/+%/',4 "H2*%,"', "BSTmG"',60(+',4"1%*.0%"&#(+%,#&"', "#$%"̀ 2 /#$G"

#$%"H2*%,K&"*2;%*%,#"H.&"6.#.08&%+J"9$%"-20'6%"',;%&#'4.#'2,"/%.6$%+"'#&"$%'4$#"', "BSTT"H$%,"

#$%"1'/&#"Vc%60.'*"#$%"̀ '4$#X"*./6$%&"#22I"-0.6%"&'*(0#.,%2(&08"', "b%%+&G"M.,6$%&#%/G"l2/IG"

`%H6.&#0%".,+ "Y/'&#20J"9$%&%"H%/%"-/2#%&#&".4.',&#"*.0%";'20%,6%G"'#&".--./%,# "#20%/.#'2,"', "

-2-(0./ "6(0#(/%G".,+ ".4.',&#"#$%"'+%."#$.#"'#"H.&"(- "#2"H2*%,"#2"6$.,4%"#$%'/")%$.;'2(/ ")8G"12/"

',&#.,6%G",2#"42',4"2(#".02,%".#",'4$#G"/.#$%/"#$.,"*%, "6$.,4',4 "#$%'/"2H, ".##'#(+%&".,+ "

)%$.;'2(/ &J"='/&#"8%./"(,';%/&'#8"&#(+%,#&". //';',4 "', "<$%11'%0+"', "BSUE"H%/%"H%062*%+")8". "Darts"

V<$%11'%0+"! OuX"1%.#(/%"H$'6$"H./,%+"(,+%/"Vchc.-%X"#$.#"nH'#$2(#"&6./%*2,4%/',4G"#$%/%"'&"

#$%"-2&&')'0'#8"#$.#"#$%"l2/I&$'/%"c'--%/"H'00"&#/'I%"', "<$%11'%0+JX"F#"6.*%"H'#$". "H./,',4 "#$.#"'#"

H.&"V&'008X"12/"H2*%,"#2")%".02,%"2(#&'+%"H$%,"'#"H.&"+./I ".,+ ". "1(00O&6.0%"&.1%#8"6.*-.'4, "H.&"

0.(,6$%+"',60(+',4"H./,',4 "-2&#%/&".,+ "0%.10%#&G"., "%,$.,6%+"-20'6%"-/%&%,6%G"#$%"+'&#/')(#'2,"21"

!
!(!  Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 207. 
!("  Ibid., 208. 
!(#  Ibid. 
!($  Ibid., 209. 
!(% Ibid. 



! 210 

-26I%#".0./*&G".,+ "&%01O+%1%,6%"60.&&%&J106"<#(+%,#&".#"<$%11'%0+")%4.,"#2"-0., "#$%'/"2H, "c%60.'*"

#$%"̀ '4$#"M./6$J"<'*'0./ "9.I%"Y.6I "#$%"̀ '4$#"*./6$%&"$.+")%%,"6$.*-'2,%+ "', "#$%":< ")8"#$%"

1%*','&#"4/2(- "Z2*%, "!4.',&# "\'20%,6%"!4.',&#"Z2*%, "NZ!\!ZPG "-/2*-#%+")8"#$%"

/%-/%&%,#.#'2,"21";'20%,6%".4.',&#"H2*%,"', "#$%"*%+'.J"9$%&%"*./6 $%&"(&(.008"#22I"-0.6%"2, "

(,';%/&'#8"6.*-(&%&"H'#$"H2*%,"H.0I',4"#24%#$%/".#",'4$#"', "./%.&"62,&'+%/%+"+.,4%/2(&"H$%,"

.02,%J"Z!\!Z "+'+",2#"+%1',%"'#&%01".&".,#'-2/,24/.-8 ")(#"+'+"#./4%#"&%Q'&#".,+ ";'20%, #"

/%-/%&%,#.#'2,&"', ".+;%/#'&',4G"1.&$'2,G"1'0*".,+ "*(&'6G".,+ "+/%H"2, "%*%/4',4"1%*','&#"

1/.*%H2/I&"./2(,+ "#$%"4%,+%/%+",.#(/%"21";'20%,6%").&%+"2, "#$%"62,;'6#'2,"#$.#"/%-/%&%,#.#'2,"

/%.008"+'+"*.##%/@"*.&&"*%+'."+'+",2#"*%/%08"%,#%/#.',")(#"+'&&%*',.#%+"., "'+%20248"#$.#"+'/%6#08"

',10(%,6%+"$2H"-%2-0%"(,+%/&#22+"#$%*&%0;%&".,+ "#$%"H2/0+"./2(,+ "#$%*J"!0#$2(4$"Z!\!Z "

126(&%+"2, ";'20%,6%".,+ ";'20%, #"'*.4%&G"2#$%/"4/2(-&"&(6$".&"Z2*%, "!4.',&#"\'20%,6%"', "

72/,24/.-$8 ".,+ "M%+'."NZ!\7MP ".,+ "Z2*%, "!4.',&#"72/,24/.-$8 "NZ!7P"&$'1#%+"#2"126(&"

*2/%"&3(./%08"2, "#$%"0',I ")%#H%%,"-2/,24/.-$8 ".,+ ";'20%,#")%$.;'2(/ J"!&"a%,I',&"2)&%/;%&G"#$%"

l2/I&$'/%"c'--%/"6.&%")/2(4$#". "&$'1#"1/2* "&%%',4"&%/'.0"I'00%/";'20%,6%".&"&2*%"I',+ "21"H./,',4 "

21"#$%"%;'0"21"V+'&#(/)%+X"',+';'+(.0&"#2"#$%"V(,+%/08',4"&%Q(.0"62,10'6#"#$.#".--%./%+"#2"12/* "#$%"

%&&%,#'.0"62,#%Q#"21"&%/'.0"*(/+%/J"'#"$.&")%%,"[(&#08"&.'+"#$.#"]#$%"6.&%"21"<(#60'11%"1.*'0'./'&%+"

1%*','&#".,.08&%&"21"&%Q(.0";'20%,6%"#2"., "(,-/%6%+%,#%+"+%4/%%JKn107"

"

l%#"#$%"H2*%,K&"*2;%*%,#"&#'00"1.6%+"%,2/*2(&"/%&'&#.,6%J"!# "jQ12/+G"12/"',&#.,6%G"#$%"&#(+%,#"

,%H&-.-%/"Cherwell"/%-2/#%+"2, ". "c%60.'*"#$%"̀ '4$#"M./6$")8"',60(+',4". "-'6#(/%"21"2,%"21"#$%"

H2*%,K&"*2;%*%,#"0%.+%/&"6.-#'2,%+"Vd2(0+"82("/.-%"#$'&"H2*.,^ "9$%"(,.66%-#.)0%"1.6%"21"

1%*','&*JX108"Z$'0&#"Cherwell"H.&"6%,&(/%+".,+ ").,,% +".#"&%;%/.0"6200%4%&G"#$%"%+'#2/"+%1%,+%+"

#$%"/'4$#"#2"1/%%"&-%%6$".,+ "&.0%&"21"#$%"-.-%/"/%-2/#%+08"',6/%.&%+".1#%/H./+&J"Y8"#$%"BSUE&G"

&#(+%,#"-.-%/&"0'I%"Cherwell".,+ "Darts"$.+"&-%,#".#"0%.&#"#H2"+%6.+%&"-(&$',4 "$./+".#"#$%"

)2(,+./'%&"21"H$.#"#$%8"62(0+"4%#".H.8"H'#$".,+ "&(66%&&';%"*.0%O+2*',.#%+"%+'#2/'.0")2./+&".,+ "

H/'#',4"#%.*&"$.+")%62*%"$.)'#(.0'&%+"#2"62,#.',',4 "H2*%,K&";2'6%&"#$/2(4$"*./4',.0'&.#'2,G"

&.#'/%G".,+ "*26I%/8J"l%#"&(6$"-()0'6.#'2,&"H%/%"1',+',4"#$%8"H%/%"4%##',4".H.8"H'#$"0%&&"#$.,"

#$%8"2,6%"H%/%".)0%"#2J"F,"a.,(./8 "BSUBG"<(#60'11%"H.&".//%&#%+"', "?.;%026I"<3(./%"', "<$%11'%0+G"

2,08"8./+&"1/2* "#$%"(,'2, ")('0+',4&G".1#%/"0%.;',4". ",%./)8"-./#8".,+ ".##%*-#',4"#2"-'6I "(- ". "&%Q"

H2/I%/"H$2"$.+"/%1(&%+"$'* ")%6.(&%"&$%"1%0#"(,%.&8J109"Y8"#$.#"8%./ "<(#60'11%K&"*(/+%/&"$.+"$.+"

. "4.0;.,'&',4 "%11%6#"2, "#$%"H2*%,K&"*2;%*%,#J"9$'&"H.&"#$%"&.*%"8%./"#$.#"!*%/'6., "1%*','&#"

!
!(+  (-%+1, 27 November 1980, 1. 
!(&  Jenkins, >,+)M-+4'W,4M)41, 56-7. 
!('  (-%+1, 27 November 1980, 3. 
!(,  (-%+1, 22 January 1981, 5. 
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!,+/%. "5H2/I', "-()0'&$%+"Men Possessing WomenG"./4(',4 "#$.#"-2/,24/.-$8 "H.&"#.,#.*2(,# "#2"

/.-%J"Y8"#$%"*'++0%"21"#$%"+%6.+%"5H2/I', "H2(0+")%62*%"#$%"0%.+',4".,#'-2/,24/.-$8 "1%*','&#"

', "#$%"H2/0+"H'#$"$%/")22I ". "I%8"&2(/6%"12/"1.6#&".,+ "1'4(/%&"', "&(--2/#"21"#$%")%0'%1"#$.#"

-2/,24/.-$8 "H.&"6%,#/.0"#2"H2*%,K&"2--/%&&'2,J"5H2/I', "&-2I%"', "Y/'#.', "2, "&%;%/.0"266.&'2,&"

.,+ "$%/"#$%2/'%&"12/*%+"#$%").&'&"12/"*(6$ "21"#$%".,#'-2/,24/.-$8 "/$%#2/'6"$%./+"', "Y/'#.', ".,+ "

#$%":< "', "#$%"BSUE&J110"#

"

F00(&#/.#';%08G"1/2* "BSUB".,+ "BSUD"#$%/%"H.&". "&()&#.,#'.0"',6/%.&%"', "./#'60%&"%Q.*',',4 "&%Q'&*"', "

&#(+%,#",%H&-.-%/&"0'I%"DartsG"Newcastle CourierG"Leeds Student".,+ "#$%"LSE BeaverJ"F,"BSUDG". "

H%%IO02,4"&%/'%&"21".6#';'#'%&".,+ "%;%,#&"H.&"$%0+".#"<$%11'%0+"12/"F,#%/,.#'2,.0"Z2*%,K&"5.8 "

',;20;',4 "2;%/"iE"H2*%,K&"4/2(-&J111"BSUD"$.+")%%,"&2*%#$',4"21". "#(/,',4 "-2',# "H'#$"&%;%/.0"

$'4$08"-()0'6'&%+"/.-%"62(/#"6.&%&"',60(+',4"2,%&"', "H$'6$"[(+4%&"$.+".--2/#'2,%+")0.*%"#2"#$%"

;'6#'*G".&"H%00".&". "#%0%;'&'2,"+26(*%,#./8"2, "9$.*%&"\.00%8"720'6%"&$2H',4"+%#%6#';%&"$./.&&',4"

. "H2*., "H$2"H.&"/%-2/#',4". "/.-%J112"9$%"&.*%"8%./".0&2"&.H"#$%"!<!K&"-()0'6.#'2, "21"Herself 

Appraised: The Treatment of Women in AdvertisementsG".,+ "#$%"Y./,./+ "d2,1%/%,6%"2, "<%Q(.0'#8"', "

#$%":< "H$'6$"H.&"#$%"6(0*',.#'2, "21"#$%".,#'-2/,24/.-$8 ".,+ "V.,#'O6%,&2/&$'-X"+%).#%&"', "#$.#"

62(,#/8".,+ "H$'6$"./%"&2*%#'*%&"#.I%,".&"&'4,.0',4 "#$%")%4',,',4 "21"#$%"V&%Q"H./&JX113"c2&.0',+"

d2H./+"2)&%/;%+"', "Feminist Review"#$.#"8%./"#$.#"-2/,24/.-$8 "H.&")%62*',4".&"62,#%,#'2(&"., "

'&&(%"', "Y/'#.', ".&"'#"$.+")%%,"', "#$%":<J114"F,"=%)/(./8"BSUAG"Darts".6#(.008"'&&(%+". "-/',#%+"

.-20248"12/"6.//8',4 "#H2"/%0.#';%08"',62,&-'6(2(&"-$2#24/.-$&"', "#$%"-/%;'2(&"'&&(%"H$'6$"$.+"

)%%,"V[(+4%+"#2")%"211%,&';%"#2". "0./4%",(*)%/ "21"/%.+%/&JX115"9$%"N*.0%P"%+'#2/"H/2#%"#$.#"#$%"

'*.4%&G"21". "H2*.,K&"0%4&".,+ "&#26I',4"#2-&"(&%+"#2".+;%/#'&%". "-/2+(6#'2,"21"CabaretG"H%/%"

V&%Q'&#".,+ "&$2(0+",2#"$.;%")%%,"',60(+%+pF"H'&$"#2".-2024'&%"12/".,8 "211%,6%"6.(&%+p',"

1(#(/%p., 8"*.#%/'.0"21"&(6$". "+()'2(&",.#(/%"H'00")%"6./%1(008";%##%+")%12/%"-()0'6.#'2,JX116"9$'&"

.-20248"/%-/%&%,#%+". "62*-0%#%"; 20#%O1.6%"62*-./%+"#2"#$%"%+'#2/'.0"-2&'#'2,&"21"Darts"', "

-/%;'2(&"8%./&"H$%,"&'*'0./"62*-0.',#&"#%,+%+"#2")%"0.(4$%+"211"2/"+'&-./.4%+G". "*%.&(/%"21"#$%"

6(0#(/.0"+'&#.,6%"#/.;%00%+".#"0%.&#".&"1./".&"(,';%/&'#8"6.*-(&%&"H%/%"62,6%/,%+J"!0#$2(4$". ",%H"

4%,%/.#'2,"21"%+'#2/&"#22I"2;%/"#$%"/(,,',4 "21"&#(+%,#",%H&-.-%/&"%.6$"8%./".,+ "%+'#2/'.0'&',4"

62(0+"#$%/%12/%";./8 "H'0+08G"#$'&".,#' O&%Q'&#"2(#022I")%6.*%"%,#/%,6$%+J""

!
!!(  Carol, J0&41<'V%0&41, 45. 
!!!  (-%+1, 18 March 1982, 2.  
!!"  Jenkins, >,+)M-+4'W,4M)41<'52. 
!!#  Klorman-Eraqi, “Underneath we’re angry: feminism and media politics in Britain in the late 1970s and early 1980s,” =4M),)1+'
Z4&)-'5+0&)41 17:2 (2017), 242. 
!!$  Rosalind Coward, “Sexual Violence and Sexuality,” =4M),)1+'94:)4H 11:1 (1982), 9. 
!!% (-%+1, 17 February 1983, 6. 
!!+  Ibid. 
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F#"'&"H2/#$",2#',4"#$.#"', "BSUA"5H2/I', ".,+ "d.#$%/',%"M.6e',,2, "+/.1#%+"#$%'/"

!,#'-2/,24/.-$8 "d';'0"c'4$#&"2/+',.,6%"', "#$%":< "H$'6$"-/2-2&%+"#2"#/%.#"-2/,24/.-$8 ".&". "

6';'0"/'4$#&";'20.#'2,".,+ "#2".002H"H2*%,"V$./*%+X")8"-2/,24/.-$8 "#2"&%%I"+.*.4%&"#$/2(4$"

0.H&('#&"', "6';'0"62(/#&J"5'11%/%,#";%/&'2,&"21"#$%"2/+',.,6%"H%/%"-.&&%+"', "&%;%/.0":< "6'#'%&"', "#$%"

BSUE&")(#"H%/%"',;./'.)08 "&#/(6I"+2H,")8"62(/#&"H$'6$"12(,+"#$%8";'20.#%+"1/%%+2*"21"&-%%6$".&"

4(./.,#%%+"(,+%/"#$%"='/&#"!*%,+*%,# "21"#$%"d2,&#'#(#'2,J"Y/'#'&$"1%*','&#&"12002H%+"#$%&%"

+%).#%&"H'#$"',#%/%&#".,+ "*.,8 "N6%/#.',08",2#".00P"H%/%"',&-'/%+")8"5H2/I', ".,+ "M.6e',,2,K&"

./4(*%,#&".,+ "#$%'/"./#'6(0.#'2,"21". "0',I ")%#H%%,"-2/,24/.-$8 ".,+ "&%Q(.0";'20%,6%"*.+%"+(/',4 "

. "$%./',4"', "M',,%.-20'&"H$%,"#$%"6'#8"+%).#%+"#$%'/"2/+',.,6%J117"M.6e',,2, "$.+"+%1',%+"

-2/,24/.-$8 ".&"V., "',+(&#/8"#$.#"*.&&O-/2+(6%&"&%Q(.0"',#/(&'2, "2,G".66%&&"#2G"-2&&%&&'2,".,+ "

(&%"21"H2*%,")8".,+ "12/"*%, "12/"-/21'#GX".,+ "&$%"&%#"2(#"#2"%Q-2&%"#$%"&#.#%".&"#$%"V(0#'*.#%"

-/2#%6#2/X"21"-2/,24/.-$8J 118"72/,24/.-$8 "H.&"*2/%"#$.,"*%/%08"211%,&';%"'*.4%/8"#$.#"6.(&%+"

&2*%"*%, "#2"#/%.#"H2*%,".&"2)[%6#&".,+ "62-8";'20%,#")%$.;'2(/&J"c.#$%/"'#"H.&"#$%"V62/%"

62,&#'#(#';%"-/.6#'6%X"21"#$%"-.#/'./6$.0"&#.#%".,+ "H.&".#"#$%";%/8"$%./#"21"H2*%,K"2--/%&&'2,J"

Z$'0&#"#$%"&#.#%"-2/#/.8%+"-2/,24/.-$8 ".&". "3(%&#'2,"21"&%QG"*2/.0'#8G"*2/.0 "$84'%,%".,+ "

60%.,0',%&&G"M.6e',,2, "60.'*%+"#$%"%/2#'6'&.#'2,"21"1%*.0%"&()*'&&'2,"#$/2(4$"-2/,24/.-$8 "

.6#%+".&"#$%"V;'#.0"*%6$.,'&*X"12/"#$%"*.',#%,.,6%"21"*.0%"+2*',.#'2, "', "*2+%/,"&26'%#8J119"

9$%"+8,.* '6"21"&()*'&&'2,".,+ "+2*',.,6%G")/2(4$#"2(#"',#2"#$%"-()0'6"&-$%/%G"/%10%6#%+".,+ "

/%',12/6%+"*%,K&"-2H%/"2;%/"H2*%,G"+%1',',4"H2*%,")8"H$.#"#(/,%+"*%, "2,J"Z2*%, "6.*%"#2"

;'%H"#$%*&%0;%&"&%Q(.008".&"%Q'&#',4"2,08"12/"*%,G"',#%/,.0'_',4". "*.0%"-%/&-%6#';%"21"#$%'/"&%Q(.0"

'+%,#'#8J120"F,"#$%&%"H.8&G"12/"M.6e',,2, ".,+ "2#$%/&"0'I%"$%/"-2/,24/.-$8 "H.&"*2/%"#$.,". "12/* "

21"%Q-/%&&'2,"+%1%,+.)0%")8".--%.0&"#2"1/%%+2*"21"&-%%6$")(#"/.#$%/". "&%#"21"-20'#'6.0"-/.6#'6%&"

#$.#"%,.6#%+"&%Q(.0"%Q-02'#.#'2,".,+ "+%4/.+.#'2,G"$./*%+";'6#'*&".,+ "/%',12/6%+"&26'.0"',%3(.0'#8J"

F#"H.&"#$%"'+%."#$.#"-2/,24/.-$8 "[(&#'1'%+G"%,62(/.4%+G"',6'#%+".,+ "-/2*2#%+".6#(.0";'20%,6%"#$.#"

0%+"5H2/I', "#2"./4(%"#$'&"H.&"., "%Q'&#%,#'.0"1'4$#@"VH%"./%"1'4$#',4"12/"2(/ "0';%&JX121"c2)', "

M2/4., "1.*2(&08"+'&#'00%+"#$'&"-2',# "21";'%H"', "$%/"-$/.&%"V-2/,24/.-$8 "'&"#$%"#$%2/8G"/.-%"'&"#$%"

-/.6#'6%JX122"

"

!
!!&  These hearings are documented in Catherine A. MacKinnon and Andrea Dworkin (eds), In Harm’s Way: 234'V$%,$T%-Y3.'-,&'
7):)8'9)T3+1'I4-%),T1 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University press, 1997), 39-268. 
!!'  Phillips, “Body image, advertising and the media.”  
!!,  Catherine MacKinnon, 2$H-%&'-'=4M),)1+'234$%.'$#'+34'5+-+4 (Cambridge: MA, 1989), 195. 
!"(  Ibid. 
!"!  Wilson, “Interview with Andrea Dworkin,” 26. 
!""  Morgan, "Theory and Practice: Pornography and Rape." 
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9$%&%"./4(*%,#&"$.+". "&'4,'1'6.,#"'*-.6# "2, "Y/'#'&$"1%*','&*J"=(00"-.4%"./#'60%&"2, "#$%*%&"&(6$"

.&"V&#/(6#(/.0"&%Q'&*X"&#./#%+"#2".--%./ "1/%3(%,#08"', "Darts".,+ "2#$%/"&#(+%,#",%H&-.-%/&"', "#$%"

BSUE&G".&"+'+"./#'60%&"$'4$08"6/'#'6.0"21".00"#8-%&"21"-2/,24/.-$8J 123"!, "%+'#2/'.0".--%./%+"', "BSUA"

#$.#"%Q-0.',%+"Darts".'*%+"#2")%". "V1/%%"%Q-/%&&'2,",%H&-.-%/X")(#"#$.#"V#$%"2,%"./%."', "H$'6$"

Darts"'&"', "1(00".662/+.,6%"'&"#$.#"21"%Q%/6'&',4". ";%#2"2, "&%Q'&#"H/'#',4JX124"9$'&"H.&"$'4$08"

&'4,'1'6.,#"12/". ",%H&-.-%/"#$.#"$.+"12/"+%6.+%&"&#/(440%+"#2"+%1%,+"'#&"',+%-%,+%,6%"1/2* "#$%"

<:J"Y8"BSUiG"H2*%,K&"4/2(- "$.+"%&#.)0'&$%+". "6%/#.',"+2*',.,6% "2, "*.,8 "(,';%/&'#8"6.*-(&%&"

.,+ "', "&#(+%,#"-()0'6.#'2,&"H'#$"#$%"ZbM "$'4$08";'&')0%"', ",%H&-.-%/&J"!# "#$%"%,+"21"BSUiG"#H2"

1%*.0%"&#(+%,#&"H/2#%"', "Darts"#$.#"VH$'0%")/2H&',4"', "#$%":,'2, "&$2-"0.&#"H%%IG"H%"H%/%"

&(/-/'&%+".,+ "+'&*.8%+"#2"+'&62;%/"&%;%/.0"-2&#%/&"* 2/%")%1'##',4"#$%"-.4%&"21"#$%"<(, "#$.,"2(/ "

-/21%&&%+08",2, O&%Q'&#":,'2,JX 125"9$%":,'2, "RQ%6(#';%"d2**'##%%"&()&%3(%,#08".4/%%+"#2"

/%62**%,+". ")., "2, "#$%"&.0%"21"#$%"SunG"Daily Star".,+ "Camera Weekly"', "#$%":,'2, "&$2-")%6.(&%"

V'#"H.&"1%0#"#$.#"#$%&%"-()0'6. #'2,&"H%/%"&%Q'&#")%6.(&%"21"#$%"H.8"#$.#"#$%8"&#%/%2#8-%"H2*%,".&"

2)[%6#&"21"*.0%"1.,#.&8JX126"j#$%/"&#(+%,#"(,'2,& "*.+%"&'*'0./").,&J"9$%"̀ :< ".0&2"%&#.)0'&$%+"

'#&"2H, "Z2*%,K&"L/2(- "(,'# "H$'6$G".662/+',4"#2"#$%,"\'6%O7/%&'+%,#"21"#$%"̀ :< "b%&0%8"<*'#$G"

H2(0+"6.#%/"#2"#$%"V',6/%.&',4".##%,#'2,"2, "#$%"-2&'#'2,"21"H2*%,"', "#$%"&#(+%,#"*2;%*%,#JX127""

"

Y%#H%%,"BSUi".,+ "BSUW"&%/'.0"/.-%"',;%&#'4.#'2,&"62,#',(%+"#2")%"/%-2/#%+"', "#$%",.#'2,.0",%H&"
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&%Q(.0".&&.(0#J"F,"!-/'0 "BSUmG"BmO8%./O20+"M../#[%"9.*)2%_%/"H.&"/.-%+G"*(/+%/%+".,+ "$%/")2+8"

)(/,%+J"F,"5%6%*)%/G"!0'&2,"5.8 "H.&".0&2"/.-%+".,+ "*(/+%/%+J"F,"BSUWG"#$%"+'&.--%./.,6%&"21"

<(_8"b.*-0(4$ ".,+ "!,,% "b26I")%6.*%",.#'2,.0 "', 6'+%,#&J"<%,&.#'2,.0"/%-2/#',4"2, "#$%&%"

',6'+%,#&".,+ "2#$%/"0'I%"#$%*"4.;%"/'&%"#2"#$%"&-%6#%/"21"#$%"V.,2,8*2(& "H2,+%/',4"&%Q"1'%,+"

H$2"-/%8%+"2, "6$'0+/%,X".,+ "&%;%/.0"',3('/'%&"H%/%"-()0'&$%+"', "#$.#"8%./J128"F,"!-/'0 G"#$%"-20'6%"

0.(,6$%+". ",.#'2,.0 "#.&I"12/6%G"j-%/.#'2, "<#/.,4%/G"#2"%Q-02/%"0',I&")%#H%%,"Bm"(,&20;%+"

*(/+%/&".,+ "+'&.--%./.,6%&J"b.#%/"', "#$%"8%./G"#H2"&6$2204'/0&"H%/%"./2(,+ "*(/+%/%+"', "

Y/'4$#2,J"! ",%H"*(0#'-0%"/.-%O*(/+%/"6.&%".--%./%+".&". "1/2,#O-.4%"&#2/8",%./08"%;%/8"*2,#$ "

.,+ "#$'&"H.&"H'+%08";'%H%+".&". "&26'.0"-$%,2*%,2, "/.#$%/"#$.,"., "'&&(%"21". "1%H"+'&#(/)%+"

',+';'+(.0&J129"M.,8 "#.)02'+&".,+ "62**%,#.#2/&"1/.*%+"#$%&%"',6'+%,#&".&"#$%"/%&(0#"21"#$%"

!
!"#  For example: (-%+1, 5 March 1983, 10; (-%+1, 19 May 1983, 7. 
!"$  (-%+1, 26 October 1983, 20. 
!"% (-%+1, 13 November 1984, 7. 
!"+  (-%+1, 12 December 1984, 2. 
!"&  (-%+1, 28 November 1984, 3. 
!"'  Philip Jenkins, “Changing Perceptions of Serial Murder in Contemporary England,” O$0%,-8'$#'7$,+4MY$%-%.'7%)M),-8'O01+)*4 7:4 
(1991) 
!",  Ibid. 101-2. 
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%,#/%,6$%+"&26'%#.0"&%Q'&*".,+ "#$%"/20%"21"*%+'."'*.4%&G"-2/,24/.-$8G".,+ "*2/%"%;%/8+.8"

'*.4%&"21"H2*%,"', ",%H&-.-%/&"0'I%"#$%"SunJ131"

"

F,+%%+G"#$%&%"',6'+%,#&"62',6'+%+"H'#$"#$%"$%'4$#"21";'&')'0'#8"21"1%*','&#".,#'-2/,24/.-$8 "
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'#&"0'1%"H.&"12/6%+"#2").0.,6%"'#&"6$.*-'2,',4 "21"&%Q(.0"0')%/.0'&*"H'#$"'#&"%&-2(&.0"21"*2/%"

#/.+'#'2,.0"&26'.0";.0(%&J"F, "#$'&"1'/&#"'&&(%G". ",.I%+"H2*., "N."c200',4"<#2,%&"4/2(-'%P".--%./%+"

H'#$"$%/").6I "#2"#$%"6.*%/.J"F,"#$%",%Q#"%+'#'2,G". "H2*.,K&",'--0%"H.&"',60(+%+J"F,"̀ 2;%*)%/ "

BSTEG"#$%"1'/&#"/%624,'&.)0%"V-.4%"A"4'/0X".--%./%+"#$2(4$"'#"H2(0+"#.I%"&%;%/.0"8%./&"12/"-. 4%"A"

#2")%62*%"&8,2,8*2(&"H'#$"#$%"SunJ"!&"!+/'., "Y',4$.* "$.&"&$2H,G"-2-(0./ ",%H&-.-%/&"

[(&#'1'%+"#$'&"I ',+ "21"62,#%,#"V(&',4"3(.&'O1%*','&#"./4(*%,#&G"60.'*',4 "#$.#"*2/%"%Q-0'6'#"

-$2#24/.-$&"&%/;%+"#2"6%0%)/.#%"#$%"1%*.0%")2+8".#". "#'*%"H$%,"H2*%,K&"&%Q(.0"-0%.&(/%"$.+"

)%62*%".&"$'4$08";.0(%+".&"*%,K&JX132"

"

7.4%"A"$.+"1'/&#")%%,"*%,#'2,%+"', "7./0'.*%,#"', "BSTA"+(/',4 ". "+%).#%"2, "#$%"Indecent Displays Bill"

#2")., ",(+'#8"1/2* "-()0'6"$2./+',4&".,+ "M7&"+%).#%+"H$%#$%/". ",%H&-.-%/"H.&". "V-()0'6"

+'&-0.8JX133"5(/', 4"#$.#"+%).#%G"d0./%"<$2/#K&"$(&).,+G"#$%"b.)2(/ "M7"!0%Q.,+%/"b82,G"

62*-0.',%+".)2(# "#$%"Sun".,+ "./4(%+"#$.#"&2*%)2+8"&'##',4",%Q#"#2"&2*%2,%"%0&%"/%.+',4"#$%"

-.-%/"2, ". "#/.', "*'4$#"H%00"#.I%"211%,6%J"l%#"2;%/"#$%"BSTE&G"#$%"Sun")%6.*%"',6/%.&',408"

-2-(0./ "H'#$"'#&"6'/6(0.#'2,"2;%/#.I',4"#$%"Mirror"', "BSTU"#2")%62*%"#$%")%&#O&%00',4"+.'08"

,%H&-.-%/"', "Y/'#.',J"!&"*%,#'2,%+".#"#$%"%,+"21"6$.-#%/"12(/G"', "BSUW"Z',&#2, "d$(/6$'00"

)/2(4$#"$'&"Y'00"#2"7./0'.*%,#"#2"%Q#%,+"#$%"j7! "#2")/2.+6.&#',4".,+ "-/2;'+',4 ".,2#$%/"

V0.(,+/8"0'&#X"21"-/2$')'#%+".6#&J"5(/',4 "#$%"+%).#%G"<$2/#"&(44%&#%+"#$%"V+%-/.;%".,+ "62//(-#X"

+%1','#'2,"H.&",2#"1'#"12/"-(/-2&%".,+ "&(44%&#%+"6$.,4',4 "'#"#2"',60(+%"-()0'6.#'2,&"#$.#"

!
!#(  Ibid. 
!#!  Ibid. 
!#"  Bingham, =-M)8.'J4H1Y-Y4%1?, 223. 
!## Parliamentary Debates (Commons), “Cinematograph and Indecent Displays Bill,” 13 November 1973, vol. 864, cols. 328-77. 
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+%*%.,%+"H2*%,".,+ "&%QJ"<$2/#"/%1(&%+"#2"&(--2/#"d$(/6$'00K&"','#'.#';%".,+ "',&#%.+".,,2(,6%+ "
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-(/-2&%"H.&"V#2"(,+%/#.I%"/%&%./6$"',#2"#$%"0',I&")%#H%%,"-2/,24/.-$8 ".,+ ";'20%,6%".4.',&#"

H2*%,".,+ "6$'0+/%,X".,+ "#2"V6.#%/"',12/*.#'2, "/%0.#%+"#2"#$%"-/2+(6#'2,G"-()0'6.#'2,G"

+'&#/')(#'2,".,+ "62,&(*-#'2, "21"-2/,24/.-$8 ".,+ "'#&"%11%6#&"2, "H2*%,".,+ "6$'0+/%,K&"0';%&JX136"

d!7 "H.&".'+%+")8"%Q#%,&';%"62;%/.4%"', "#$%"%0'#%"-/%&&G"New Scientist".,+ "Spare RibJ"Z$'0&#"<$2/#K&"

2H, "Y'00"H.&"',#/2+(6%+"#2"7./0'.*%,#"(,&(66%&&1(008"2, "&%;%/.0"266.&'2,&G"&$%"H.&"$'4$08"

&(66%&&1(0"', "-()0'6'&',4"0',I&")%#H%%,"-2/,24/.-$8 ".,+ "&%Q(.0";'20%,6%J"F,"a(08"BSUTG". "

,.#'2,H'+%"̀ :< "V&%Q(.0"$./.&&*%,#"&(/;%8X"12(,+"#$.#"&%Q(.0"$./.&&*%,#".4.',&#"1%*.0%"

&#(+%,#&"#2")%"H'+%&-/%.+".,+ "#$.#"UE"- %/"6%,#"21"#$%&%"&#(+%,#&"1%0#"*.&&"*%+'."62;%/.4%G"

',60(+',4"-2/,24/.-$8 ".,+ ".+;%/#'&',4G"H%/%"#$%"*.', "%Q.*-0%&"21"&%Q(.0"$./.&&*%,#"', "

&26'%#8J137"! "1%.#(/%"./#'60%"', "Darts"#$%"12002H',4"8%./"%,#'#0%+"V72/, "=/%%@"! "M2/.0"o(%&#'2,X"

0',I %+"#$%".;.'0.)'0'#8"21"-2/,24/.-$8 "H'#$"#$%"',6/%.&',4",(*)%/ "21"/%-2/#%+"/.-%&"%.6$"8%./J138""

"

=2002H',4"<$2/#K&"-./0'.*%,#./8 "+%1%.#&G"', "a(08"BSUS"#$%"Y/'&#20"M7"5.H, "7/'*./202 "',#/2+(6%+"

$%/"2H, "Location of Pornographic Material Bill"#2")., "#$%"&.0%"21"V-2/,24/.-$'6X"*%+'."%;%/8H$%/%"

)(#"', "-2/, 24/.-$8"&$2-&J139"7/'*./202K&"*2#'2, "H2(0+"$.;%"/%H/'##%,"#$%"2)&6%,'#8"0.H"(&',4"

,%H"1%*','&#"+%1','#'2,&@"V-2/,24/.-$'6 "*.#%/'.0&"*%.,&"1'0*".,+ ";'+%2".,+ ".,8 "-/',#%+"*.##%/"

H$'6$G"12/"#$%"-(/-2&%&"21"&%Q(.0"./2(&.0"2/"#'#'00.#'2,G"+%-'6#&"H2*%,G"2/"-./#&"21"H2*%,K&"

)2+'%&G".&"2)[%6#&G"#$',4&"2/"62**2+'#'%&G"2/"', "&%Q(.008"$(*'0'.#',4 "2/"+%4/.+',4"-2&%&"2/")%',4"

&()[%6#"#2";'20%,6%JX140"<$%"4.',%+"#$%"&(--2/#"21"DEE"M7&G"#$%"b.)2(/ "7./#8"&$.+2H"6.)',%#G"

!
!#$ Gorji, 90&4';%)+-,,)-, 107. 
!#% Clare Short, (4-%'78-%46'+3)1')1'H3-+'H$M4,'#448'-Q$0+'Y-T4'b (London, 1991).  
!#+ “Campaign Against Pornography,” ;)13$Y1T-+4'>,1+)+0+4, https://www.bishopsgate.org.uk/collections/campaign-against-
pornography.  
!#& (-%+1, 2 July 1987. 
!#'  (-%+1, 5 May 1988, 8. 
!#,  Parliamentary Debates (Commons), “Location of Pornographic Material,” 19 July 1989.  
!$(  Ibid. 
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12/* "21"#$%"&*.00%/"d.*-.'4, "!4.',&# "72/,24/.-$8 ".,+ "d%,&2/&$'-"Nd7dP"H$'6$"H.&"

%&#.)0'&$%+"', "!-/'0 "BSUS".,+ "2--2&%+"-2/,24/.-$8 ")(#"./4(%+"6%,&2/&$'-"H.&",2#"#$%".,&H%/J"
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j/+',.,6%J 145"F,"̀ 2;%*)%/ "BSUSG"d!7 "$%0+". "62,1%/%,6%"2, "n72/,24/.-$8".,+ "<%Q(.0"

\'20%,6%X"H$'6$"H.&"2;%/&()&6/')%+".,+ ".##%,+%+")8". "0./4%",(*)%/ "21"&#(+%,#&G"0%.+',4"#2"

d!7 "&26'%#'%&")%',4"%&#.)0'&$%+".#". ",(*)%/ "21"&#(+%,#"(,'2,&J146"d!7 "H.&".6#';%"', "#$%"BSSE&"

.,+ "$%0-%+"-/%;%,#"#$%"0.(,6$"21". "$./+62/%"-2/,24/.-$8 "&.#%00'#%"6$.,,%0"', "BSSAG"#$2(4$"j11"

#$%"<$%01"%,+%+"', "BSSm".,+ "#$%"2/4.,'&.#'2,"1','&$%+"', "#$%"0.#%"BSSE&")%6.(&%"21"1',.,6'.0"

+'11'6(0#'%&J"d7d ".0&2"120+%+"', "BSSDJ""

.%"#/1#)"=*T/8)")1#*S"#)C%$"%=$6CB5**

"

9$%"1%*','&#".,#'-2/,24/.-$8 "-2&'#'2,"1.6%+"6$.00%,4%&"1/2* "H'#$',"#$%"H'+%/"H2*%,K&"

*2;%*%,#".&"H%00".&"1/2* "%Q#%/,.0"&2(/6%&J"Z'#$', "#$%"*2;%*%,#G"#$%"BSTE&".,+ "BSUE&"

H'#,%&&%+").##0%&"2;%/"-2/,24/.-$8G"&%Q(.0'#8".,+ "&%Q(.0"%Q-/%&&'2,"#$.#")%6.*%"I,2H, ".&"#$%"

V&%Q"H./&X"2/"V-2/, "H./&X".,+ "/%&(0#%+"', "%,+(/',4"/'1#&"H'#$',"#$%"*2;%*%,#J"9$%"62,#2(/&"21"

#$%&%"+%).#%&"&$.-%+"1%*','&#".6.+%*'6".,+ "/%&%./6$"62,;%/&.#'2,&"H%00"',#2"#$%"DB&#"6%,#(/8J"F#"

&$2(0+")%"%*-$.&'&%+"#$.#"1%*','&#&"H$2"2--2&%+"#$%".,#'-2/,24/.-$8 "-2&'#'2,"H%/%",2#"

,%6%&&./'08"-/2 O-2/,24/.-$8G".0#$2(4$"*.,8 "+'+"&%%"., "'*-2/#.,# "-0.6%"12/"-2/,24/.-$8 "', "

H2*%,K&"&%Q(.0"%Q-/%&&'2,".,+ "1/%%+2*J"V! ,#'O6%,&2/&$'-X"1%*','&#&"&()&6/')%+"#2"#$%";'%H"

!
!$!  Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4, 229.  
!$"  Thompson and Williams, Z .+3'$#'Z $%-8'V-,)*, 170 
!$# Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4, 229. 
!$$ Short, (4-%'78-%4, “Editor’s Preface”. 
!$% Catherine Itzin (ed.), V$%,$T%-Y3.6'R$M4,<'`)$84,*4<'-,&'7):)8 Liberties (Oxford: OUP, 1992). 
!$+ Barbara Norden, “Campaign against Pornography,” =4M),)1+'94:)4H 35:1 (1990), 1. 
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!;%+2, "d./20".,+ "L.80%"c()', "H%/%"#H2"0%.+',4".,#' O6%,&2/&$'-"2/"V-/2O&%QX"1%*','&#&"H$2&%"
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0'I%"2#$%/"0')%/#./'.,"1%*','&#&G"H.&"$'4$08"6/'#'6.0"21"#$%".00'.,6%"H$'6$"$.+")%%,"12/*%+")%#H%%,"

.,#'-2/,24/.-$8 "1%*','&#&".,+ "V#$%"*2&#".,#'1%*','&#"*%*)%/&"21"#$%"*2/.0 "/'4$#JX148"F#"
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,2#"1',+"#$%"'*.4%&"21"#2/#(/%".,+ ")022+"#$.#"$.;%")%%,"+%&6/')%+")8".,#' O-2/, "1%*','&#&".&"

!
!$& Carol, J0&41<'V%0&41, 7. 
!$'  Ibid., 2.  
!$,  Ibid.  
!%( Ibid., 7. 
!%! Ibid., 121. 
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!
!%" Ibid., 41 
!%# Ted Palys, “Testing the common wisdom: The social content of video pornography,” 7-,-&)-, 'V1.*3$8$T. 27:1 (1986), 22-35; 
D.G Linz, E. Donnerstein and S. Penrod, “Effects of long-term exposure to violent and sexually degrading depictions of 
women,” O$0%,-8'$#'V4%1$,-8)+.'-,&'5$*)-8'V1.*3$8$T. 55:5 (1988), 758-768; J.E. Scott and S.J. Cuvelier, “Violence in Playboy magazine: 
A longitudinal analysis,” L%*3):41'$#'54"0-8'Q43-:)$% 16:4 (1987), 279-288; Linda Williams, I-%&'7$%4, Bill Thompson, 5$#+'7$%4. 
!%$ Deirdre English, Amber Hollibaugh and Gayle Rubin, “Talking Sex: A Conversation on Sexuality and Feminism,” =4M),)1+'
94:)4H'11:1 (1982). 
!%% Ibid. 
!%+ Ibid. 
!%& Marion Bower, “Daring to Speak its Name: The Relationship of Women to Pornography,” =4M),)1+'94:)4H 24:1 (1986), 40-55. 
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#!"*0',(&0."+#/0%4#,*", #2+0%'#0)#,*%#2".%#(2#(/%&#bN#=%"&'#(2#1(.78%),",0() #")1 #")"+='0'#-=#2%80)0',#*0',(&0")'6#

"),*&($(+(30','#")1 #'(.0(+(30','#4*( #&%.(3)0'%#,*", #,*%#+(4%&#',",7' #(2#4(8%) #")1 #'%>7"+#/0(+%).%#%>0',#%/%)#0)#
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!
!%' Angela Carter provided arguments of “pornograpy in the service of women” in 234'5-&4)-,'R$M-,6'L, 'W"4%*)14'),'708+0%-8'
I)1+$%. (1979).  
!%, Kate Ellis, Barbara O’Dair and Abbey Tallmer, Feminism and Pornography, =4M),)1+'94:)4H 36 (1990), 15-18. 
!+(  Williams, I-%&'7$%4.  
!+!  English, Hollibaugh and Rubin, “Talking Sex,” 40-52. 
!+"  Carol, J0&41<'V%0&41, 49 
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.%"(>'1)%"*
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j, "Bi"<%-#%*)%/"BSUWG"#$%"&.*%"8%./".&"d0./%"<$2/#K&".##%*-#"#2")., "-.4%"AO&#80%"'*.4%&"1/2* "

,%H&-.-%/&G"5.;'+ "<(00';.,"0.(,6$%+"Sunday Sport"H'#$". "0(/'+"1/2,#"-.4%J"9$%"'&&(%"62,#.',%+"
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#2-0%&&"-'6#(/%&"',&'+%"H.&"+2()0%+k"2,%"-.4%"$.+",2 "0%&&"#$.,"&%;%,"-.'/&"21")/%.&#&J167"7/2#%&#&"

!
!+# Gillian Rodgerson and Linda Semple, “Who Watches the Watchwomen?” Feminists against censorship,” =4M),)1+'94:)4H 36 
(1990), 19-24; =4M),)1+'94:)4H 36 (Autumn 1990). 
!+$ Ibid., 17. 
!+% Ibid., 18.  
!++ 50,&-.'5Y$%+, 14 September 1986, 1. 
!+& Killick, 508+-,'$#'584-N4, 77. 
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&%%',4". "-/%##8"4'/0",2 "*2/%"(,602#$%+"#$.,"2, ". "$20'+.8")%.6$"*.I%&"*%, "',#2"&02))%/',4"

1'%,+&JX172"Sunday Sport"H.&",%;%/G".,+ ",%;%/"#/(08"-/%#%,+%+"#2") %G". "-/2-%/",%H&-.-%/J"F#"H.&"

.0H.8&"&21#62/%"-2/,24/.-$8 "62*)',%+"H'#$". "*'Q"21"$(*., O',#%/%&#"1%.#(/%&G"&.#'/'6.0"62,#%,#G"

.,+ "&%,&.#'2,.0'_%+"2/"1'6#'2,.0'_%+"V,%H&X"&#2/'%&G". "-/%+%6%&&2/"21"',#%/,%#"V60'6I).'#JX"j,% "21"

Sunday Sport’s"1.;2/'#%"4'**'6I& "H.&"#2"1%.#(/%"BmO8%./O20+".&-'/',4 "40.*2(/ "*2+%0&"', "&(44%&#';%"

-2&%&".,+ "62(,#"+2H,"#$%"+.8&"(,#'0"#$%'/"BWth")'/#$+.8G"H$%,"#$%8"62(0+"0%4.008"-'6#(/%"#$%*"

#2-0%&&J"F,"2,%"-./#'6(0./08"02.#$&2*%"',&#.,6%G"Sunday Sport"/%6%';%+"., ".662(,#"21"$2H". "BmO

8%./ O20+"&6$2204'/0",.*%+ "̀ .#.0'%"Y.,(& "$.+")%%,"*20%&#%+")8". ")28".,+ "$.+"&(--2&%+08"

V%,[28%+X"-./#"21"#$%".&&.(0#J173"!1#%/"., "./#'60%")8"7.0*%/"6/'#'6'&',4"#$%"4'/0K&"*2#$%/G"7.0*%/"

H.&"2(#4(,,%+")8"$%/"%+'#2/J"9$%"&#2/8"H.&"1.)/'6.#%+G".,+ "#$%"1%.#(/%&"%+'#2/"$.+"2/'4',.008"

+%6'+%+"#2"+%0%#%"#$.#"-./#"21"#$%"&#2/8G")(#"'#"&#'00".--%./%+"#$%",%Q#"+.8"2, "#$%"%+'#2/K&"
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!
!+'  Ibid., 77. 
!+,  Ibid., 78. 
!&(  Ibid.  
!&!  Ibid., 92-94. 
!&"  Ibid., 93. 
!&# Ibid., 94. 
!&$ Ibid., 94-7. 
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!
!&% Jenkins, >,+)M-+4'W,4M)41, 36. 
!&+ Pratt, "Pornography and Everyday Life," 66. 
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!
!&& These are made available at: “Advertising Codes,” L&:4%+)1),T'5+-,&-%&1'L0+3$%)+., https://www.asa.org.uk/codes-and-
rulings/advertising-codes.html. 
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!
!&'  Mark Sweney, “’Beach body ready’ ad banned from returning to tube, watchdog rules,” 234'K0-%&)-, (29 April 2015), 
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2015/apr/29/beach-body-ready-ad-faces-formal-inquiry-as-campaign-sparks-outrage. 
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2 It is important to reiterate that the majority of young women were being ÒmoralÓ in their new way, opposing pornography as 
distasteful but being liberated in their own right.  
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$.,+".,+"#$%",%%+"#2"+%1%,+".+(0#"1/%%+2*G"%&-%6'.008"1/%%+2*"21"%Q-/%&&'2,G"2,"#$%"2#$%/J"F,"

2#$%/"',&#.,6%&G"0')%/.0&"-2',#%+"#2"#$%"1.6#"#$.#"6.(&.0'&#"60.'*&G"H$%#$%/"62*',4"1/2*"*2/.0'&#&"

2/"1%*','&#&G"H%/%"(,-/2;%,".,+"#$%/%"H.&"0'##0%"%;'+%,6%"%'#$%/"H.8J"9$'&"H.&"."1(,+.*%,#.0"

-/2)0%*"#$/2(4$2(#"#$%"BSTE&".,+"BSUE&J"9$%/%"&'*-08"H.&",2#"%,2(4$"%*-'/'6.0"/%&%./6$"
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#$%"0'#%/.#(/%"2,"#$%"'*-.6#"21"2)&6%,'#8".,+"-2/,24/.-$8 J"9$%"/%&%./6$%/&"6$2&%,G"L(8"

d(*)%/).#6$".,+"5%,,'&"?2H'##G"&-%,#"&'Q"*2,#$&"022I',4".#"#$%".;.'0.)0%"+.#."N*2&#"21"H$'6$"

H.&"1/2*"#$%":<P".,+"62,60(+%+"#$%/%"H.&"0'##0%"%;'+%,6%"',"1.;2(/"21"#$%";'%H"#$'&"I',+"21"

*.#%/'.0"H.&"',$%/%,#08"$./*1(0J"9$%8"2)&%/;%+"#$.#"#$'&"+'+"$.;%"&2*%#$',4"#2"+2"H'#$"#$%"

+'11'6(0#8"2/"%;%,"'*-2&&')'0'#8"21"/%6/%.#',4"/%.0OH2/0+"62,+'#'2,&"',"&(6$"/%&%./6$G"2/"',+%%+"21"

/%0'.)08"*%.&(/',4"V'*-.6#X"2;%/"02,4"-%/'2+&"21"#'*%J"Y(#"#$'&"H.&",2#"#$%"/%&-2,&%"%Q-%6#%+"2/"

H.,#%+")8"#$%"42;%/,*%,#G"d$/'&#'.,"4/2(-&G"*2/.0'#8"02))'%&"2/".,#'-2/,24/.-$8"1%*','&#&J"9$%"

/%-2/#G"-/%+'6#.)08G"H.&"&$%0;%+J""

"

"
"
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*.[2/'#8".,+"'#"H.&"0')%/.0"/.#$%/"#$.,"62,&%/;.#';%"h".",%H"4%,%/.#'2,"#$.#"H.&"-/2(+"21"'#&%01"

.,+"'#&"2H,"*2/.0'#8J3"9$%"9$.#6$%/"42;%/,*%,#"$2-%+"12/"&2*%"I',+"21"V*2/.0"/%;';.0GX"."

/%#(/,"#2"#/.+'#'2,.0"/'4$#"#.&#%".,+"+%6%,68G"."/%#(/,"#2"L2+G".,+"."/%#(/,"#2"#$%"6%,#/.0'#8".,+"

-/'*.68"21"#$%",(60%./"1.*'08".&"#$%"-/'*./8"(,'#"21"&26'.0"2/4.,'&.#'2,G")(#"'#"H.&"&'*-08",2#"

-2&&')0%"#2"0%4'&0.#%"#$%&%"#$',4&"',#2"%Q'&#%,6%J"92")%"&(/%G"*2/.0"02))'%&"H%/%".)0%"#2".6$'%;%"."
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&(66%&&%&"',"62(/#G"#$%/%"H%/%".",(*)%/"21"-'%6%&"21"0%4'&0.#'2,".6$'%;%+"',"#$%&%"8%./&G"',60(+',4"

#$%"\c!".,+"#$%"Indecent Displays Act"BSUBJ"l%#"#$/2(4$2(#"#$'&"-%/'2+".,+"6%/#.',08")8"#$%"%,+"

21"'#G"Z$'#%$2(&%".,+"$%/"1%002H"6.*-.'4,%/&"12/"*2/.0"/%;';.0"$.+")%62*%"%&#.)0'&$%+".&"

62*%+8"1'4(/%&"N',+%%+G"#$%8"$.+")%%,"62*%+8"1'4(/%&"&',6%".#"0%.&#"BSWiPJ"=(/#$%/*2/%G"'#"'&"

/%;%.0',4"#$.#"*2/.0'#8"6.*-.'4,%/&"$.+")%%,"12/6%+"#2"/%&2/#"#2",2;%0"#.6#'6&"&(6$".&"

)0.&-$%*2(&"0')%0G"-/';.#%"-/2&%6(#'2,&". ,+"H/'##%,"2/"&-2I%,"#$/%.#&"#2",%H&.4%,#&".,+"

/%#.'0%/&J"9$'&"H.&",2#"',+'6.#';%"21"."02))8"%,[28',4"&(66%&&".#"H',,',4").6I"H'+%/"-2-(0./"

&(--2/#J"""
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M2&#"&'4,'1'6.,#08G"1%*','&#"+'&62(/&%&"$.+")%62*%"*(6$"*2/%"-2H%/1(0")8"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"

BSSE&"#$.,"#$%8"$.+")%%,".#"#$%"&#./#"21"#$%"BSTE&J"Z$'0&#"-.4%"A"62,#',(%+"#2"&%00",%H&-.-%/&G"

V0.+".,+"0.+%##%X"6(0#(/%"#$/';%+G".,+".+;%/#'&',4"/%*.',%+"&.#(/.#%+"H'#$"&%Q(.008"%Q-0'6'#"

!
3 It might be reiterated that although the term Ômoral minorityÕ has been used broadly to refer to moral conservatives, feminists 
were also ÔmoralÕ, as was the counterculture. They just used different moral codes.  
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&'*'0./"+%).#%&"#.I',4"-0.6%"#2+.8G".&"#$%&%"#22"$.;%")%62*%")'1(/6.#%+"',"."H.8"#$.#"$.&"2,08"

&%/;%+"#2".44/.;.#%"&26'.0".,+"-20'#'6.0"-20./'&.#'2,";'."2;%/08"&'*-0'&#'6"/%.+',4&"21"H$.#"'&"42',4"

2,J"Z$'0&#"2)&%/;.)0%"',"R,40.,+"#22G"#$'&"$.&"-%/$.-&")%%,"*2&#"%;'+%,#"',"#$%":,'#%+"<#.#%&"

H$%/%"#$%"&2O6.00%+"V6(0#(/%"H./&GX"',"H$'6$"6%,&2/&$'-"$.&")%%,"."I%8").##0%4/2(,+G"$.;%"+/';%,"

-%2-0%"1(/#$%/".-./#"1/2*"%.6$"2#$%/J"9$'&"$.&"/%&(0#%+"',"."+%.+026I"H'#$"%.6$"&'+%")%0'%;',4"

#$%8"./%"#$%"2,%&"2,"#$%"/'4$#"&'+%"21"$'&#2/8J"F,"#$'&"H.8G".,8"&6$20./&$'-"#$.#"%*-$.&'&",(.,6%"

.,+"62*-0%Q'#8"'&"&(/%08"H2/#$"(,+%/#.I',4J"9$'&"#$%&'&"$.&"&$2H,"$2H"2)&6%,'#8"H.&".,"

',#%,&%08"62,#%&#%+"#%//.',"H$'6$"6.,"2,08")%"%11%6#';%08"%Q-02/%+".&"."I.0%'+2&62-'6"&%#"21"

&2*%#'*%&"2;%/0.--',4"',#%/%&#&G")%0'%1&G"-$'02&2-$'%&".,+".4%,+.&J""

"

"
"

V?./*X"62,#',(%+"#2")%"."I%8"0%,&"12/"+%).#%&"./2(,+"2)&6%,'#8".,+"-2/,24/.-$8"',#2"#$%"

BSSE&G"H'#$"."/%,%H%+"126(&"2,"6$'0+/%,".,+"6$'0+/%,K&";'%H',4J"F,"BSSAG"#$%"Sun"0%+"."6.*-.'4,"

',"/%&-2,&%"#2"-()0'6"/%.6#'2,&"#2"#$%"*(/+%/"21"a.*%&"Y(04%/".,+".4.',"&2(4$#"#2"%&#.)0'&$"."

+'/%6#"0',I")%#H%%,"#$%"*(/+%/".,+";'20%,6%"2,"&6/%%,J4"9$%"H'+%/"'*-.6#"21"Y(04%/K&"+%.#$"$.&"

)%%,".,.08&%+")8"a(0'.,"7%#0%8"H$2"$.&"-2',#%+"2(#"#$.#"."60.(&%".++%+"#2"#$%"\c!"',"BSSi"

V',&#/(6#%+"#$%"YY=d"#2"$.;%"]&-%6'.0"/%4./+K"#2"].,8"$./*"#$.#"*.8")%"6.(&%+"#2"-2#%,#'.0"

;'%H%/&G"2/"#$/2(4$"#$%'/")%$.;'2(/G"#2"&26'%#8G"-./#'6(0./08"',"/%0.#'2,"#2"#$%"+%-'6#'2,"21"

6/'*',.0")%$.;'2(/G"'00%4.0"+/(4&G";'20%,6%G"$2//2/G".,+"&%Q(.0".6#';'#8JKX5"!,#' O6%,&2/&$'-"

6.*-.'4,%/&"12/"#$%'/"-./#")%6.*%"',6/%.&',408"H2//'%+".)2(#"#$%"$./*")%',4"+2,%"#2"

1(,+.*%,#.0"1/%%+2*&".,+"$(*.,"/'4$#&G"%&-%6'.008".1#%/"The Satanic VersesJ"7/2O6%,&2/&$'-"

6.*-.'4,%/&".0&2"$.+"#2"#.0I"*2/%"',"#%/*&"21"1(,+.*%,#.0"1/%%+2*&")8"#$%"BSSE&".&"#$%"

!
$ See: Bob Franklin and Julian Petley, “Killing the Age of Innocence: Newspaper Reporting of the Death of James Bulger” in 
Jane Pilcher and Stephen Wagg (eds), 23-+*34%c1'73)8&%4,m'V$8)+)*1<'73)8&3$$&'-,&'5$*)4+.'),'+34'ABDU1'-,&'ABBU1 (London, 1996), 136-
155. 
% Petley, =)8M'-,&'`)&4$'74,1$%13)Y, 93-4.  
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#$%"V2)&6%,'#8X"&$2H%+"#2"#$%*J"F,"DEBDG"12/"',&#.,6%G"M'6$.%0"7%.626I"H.&"(,.,'*2(&08"

.63('##%+")8"."[(/8".1#%/"$%"H.&"6$./4%+"H'#$"&%00',4"$./+62/%"4.8"-2/,24/.-$8"2,0',%"1/2*"$'&"

10.#J"9$%"[(/8"H.&"&$2H,".,"$2(/"21"122#.4%"1/2*"#$%"5\5&"7%.626I"H.&"&%00',4".,+")8"#$%"%,+"

21"#$'&"$2(/G"022I%+"V3('#%")2/%+X")%12/%"1',+',4"7%.626I",2#"4('0#8J6"9$%"&.*%"8%./"&.H"2#$%/"

$'4$O-/21'0%".63('##.0&"12/"#$%"-2&&%&&'2,"21"V%Q#/%*%"-2/,24/.-$8X"',"H$'6$".6#&"H$'6$"H%/%"

62**2,-0.6%"H'#$',"#$%"bLY9"62**(,'#8"H%/%"62,&'+%/%+"V%Q#/%*%X")%6.(&%"#$%8"62(0+"

6.(&%"',[(/8J"9$'&"0%+"#2"6'#'_%,&"$.;',4"#$%'/"-/';.#%"&%Q"0';%&"%Q.*',%+"',"2-%,"62(/#"12/"

-2&&%&&',4"*.#%/'.0"+%-'6#',4"62,&%,&(.0".+(0#"&%Q(.0".6#&G"H$'6$"+.*.4%+"#$%"6./%%/&"21"#$2&%"

6'#'_%,&J"c'&I"21"-/2&%6(#'2,"$.&"/%+(6%+"&()&#.,#'.008"',"/%6%,#"8%./&".,+".6#&"2,6%"62,&'+%/%+"

%Q#/%*%".,+")%82,+"#$%"-.0%")8"-/2&%6(#2/&"./%",2"02,4%/"62,&'+%/%+"2)&6%,%J"F,"BSUiG"#$%/%"

H%/%"iDS"&(66%&&1(0"-/2&%6(#'2,&"(,+%/"#$%"j7!J"F,"DEBiG"#$%/%"H%/%"#%,J7"9$%"d7<"-()0'&$%&"

0%4.0"4('+.,6%"2,"#$%"j7!"12/"-/2&%6(#2/&J":-"#2"#$%"&#./#"21"DEBSG"#$%"4('+%0',%&"62,#.',%+"."

;%/&'2,"21"#$%"V0.(,+/8"0'&#GX",.*',4".6#&"H$'6$"%;%,"H$%,"&$2H,"#2"',;20;%"2,08"62,&%,#',4"

.+(0#&"*'4$#")%"2)&6%,%@"&.+2*.&26$'&*G")2,+.4%G".,+"&-.,I',4"H%/%".00"2,"#$%"0'&#J"=2002H',4"

6.*-.'4,',4")8"M80%&"a.6I*.,G".,"2)&6%,'#8"0.H8%/G".,+".6#';'&#"2/4.,'&.#'2,&"0'I%"Y.6I0.&$G"#$%"

d7<"/%*2;%+"#$%&%".6#&"1/2*"'#&"211'6'.0"4('+.,6%G"."&-2I%&-%/&2,"/%624,'&',4"'#"H.&"V,2#"12/"

#$%"d7<"#2"+%6'+%"H$.#"'&"62,&'+%/%+"422+"#.&#%"2/"2)[%6#'2,.)0%JX8"9$%"d7<"-/2-2&%+"#2",2"

02,4%/")/',4"6$./4%&".4.',&#"*.#%/'.0"+%-'6#',4"62,&%,&(.0".,+"V0%4.0X".6#';'#8")%#H%%,".+(0#&"

H$%/%",2"&%/'2(&"$./*"'&"6.(&%&".,+"H$%/%"#$%"0'I%08".(+'%,6%"'&"2;%/"BUJ9"F,&#%.+G"-/2&%6(#2/&"

-';2#%+"#2"126(&"2,"-2/,24/.-$'6"*.#%/'.0"1%.#(/',4",2,62,&%,#',4".+(0#&G",2,O.+(0#&".,+",2,O

$(*.,&J "

""

!&"12/"#$%")0.&-$%*8"0.H&G"<.0*.,"c(&$+'%K&"-()0'6.#'2,"21"The Satanic Verses"',"BSUS"/%&(0#%+"',"

H'+%&-/%.+"+%*2,&#/.#'2,&".,+")22I")(/,',4&"',"Y/'#'&$"6'#'%&J"F/.,K&"!8.#200.$"e$2*%','"'&&(%+"

!
+ “Free Speech & the law: Obscene Publications,” I,&4"'$,'74,1$%13)Y (Online, 21 January 2020), 
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2020/01/free-speech-and-the-law-obscene-publications/ [accessed 20 December 2022].  
& Ibid. 
'  Ibid. 
,  Ibid. 
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!!  Hilliard, L'Z-++4%'$#'!Q1*4,)+., 217-218.  
!"  73$0&30%.':@'+34'?,)+4&'n),T&$M, Commission decision of 5 March 1991. 
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