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EDITORIAL AND PERFORMANCE NOTES

PREFATORY STAVES, VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL SCORING

A prefatory stave for each item presents the clefs, key-signatures and time-signatures of the
primary manuscript source; the clefs G2 and F4 are used in this edition. In the Child part-books,
primary source for items 1 to 26 (Ob MSS Mus. Sch. C. 32-37), voice parts tend to be contained

within specific books, though there is occasional variation:

C.32B C.35:Clgcleflor T
C.33:C C.36: TorC
C.34:Clgclef]or A C. 37: be.

Whilst the vocal part is rarely labelled at the start of each motet, the number of vocal parts is
specified at the start of each (for example within C. 32, ‘a3’ for ‘Cantate Jehovae’, f. 23v, or
‘A re 3 voc’ for ‘Gloria Patri’, f. 26). The voice part is clear through Child’s use of clef and
tessitura, and the occasional specification in Italian, for example, ‘A 5 voc Canto, Alto, doi
Tenore e Basso’ for ‘Converte nos’, C. 37, f. 25v. The additional treble and bass instrumental
parts for ‘Cantate Jehovae’, which join at vocal choruses, ‘a2’, through further manuscripts
parts, are not specified by Lowe in C. 35. The instrumental obbligato may be taken by violin,
though I suggest the use of cornett to be likely, perhaps, given Child’s professional connection
with this instrument, and his particular adaption of Tremellius’s Psalm 98 text to incorporate
the very performers of festive, celebratory instruments: ‘with trumpeters, with the joyful sound
of trumpets and horn’. The obbligato is thoroughly idiomatic and comfortable for the cornett,
as discussed in Volume One, Chapter 5, which also provides contextual discussion of practices
of ‘spatial unison’ by pairings of cornetts and sackbuts in relation to seventeenth-century
cathedral music.! Two independent violin parts feature in Lowe’s ‘Quam dulcis es’, and
Rogers calls for a8 chorus-doubling by violin ensemble in the ‘Gloria Patri’ of his ‘Laudate
Dominum omnes gentes’, written for his DMus submission, and the opening events of Oxford’s
Sheldonian Theatre, in July 1669, the occasion at which Lowe’s motet was likely performed,
also. For present-day performance, the Canto and Alto parts for Rogers’s concluding ‘Gloria
Patri’ could certainly be taken by modern violins, the Tenor parts by violas, and the Bass parts

by violoncellos, if required. Please see Volume One, Chapter 3, for contextual discussion of

1 volume I, Chapter 5, 206-209.
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the opening of the Sheldonian Theatre, and the Commentary in this Volume on Lowe’s ‘Quam
dulcis es’ for sources details of ‘chorus-continuo’ parts connected to Oxford’s Music School.
As highlighted in Volume One, especially in relation to Child’s ‘Italian Way’ discussed in
Chapter 1, concertato motets in seventeenth-century England have firm source associations
with domestic and devotional contexts, and were most likely sung by solo voices, excepting
the more-public occasions such as Encaenia ceremonies in Oxford, or the Guildhall banquet
for Charles II where Rogers’s ‘Exultate justi’ was performed, for which the text alone, with
indications of scoring survives (see Volume One, Appendix VI). Akin to the specified scoring
of Child’s published psalms of 1639, ‘Newly composed after the Italian Way’, continuo
accompaniment may be taken by chamber organ, or by theorbo / lute. Alongside Child’s
‘Cantate Jehovae’, Christopher Gibbons’s ‘Laudate Dominum’, performed at the occasion of
his Oxford DMus in July 1664, provides a rare example of an instrumental-bass source
doubling the continuo bass (in Ob MS Mus. Sch. C. 138, f. 20), within seventeenth-century
motet composition in England. Pre-staff voice and instrument labels (abbreviated) are given

in italics, when not specified in primary sources.

A small number of motets are missing parts in the extant sources: ‘Canite Jehovae’ (motet 46,
likely by Rogers), Wilson’s ‘Exurgat Deus’ (number 49) and ‘Usquequo oblivisceris’ (number
50). Similarly, though items 23 and 24, from Child’s published psalms of 1639 are missing a
part, with the latter incomplete, these are presented in Volume Two as they appear in Ob MSS
Mus. Sch. C. 32-37 to enable items 1 to 26 to provide a full picture, and critical edition, of the

extant nature of this key Child source, in hand of Husbands Sr.?

TIME-SIGNATURES AND BARRING

Duple metres have been rendered 2 or 3 depending on the vocal declamation in relation to
quavers. Where there are changes of time-signature, original metrical marks are noted in the
Textual Commentary. Barring has been regularised, maintaining repeat marks, including those
indicated by a double-bar with aligned pairs of dots, :||: . The particular and sustained use of
such bar-lines in motets by Dering and Child (for example the latter’s ‘Laudate Deum’ and

‘Plange Sion’) may suggest, however, that these were intended simply to demark sections,

2 For a complete edition of Child’s 1639 psalms, please see William Child (1606/7-1697) The First Set of Psalmes
if .1ll. Voyces (1639), ed. Jonathan P. Wainwright (York: York Early Music Press, 2015).
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rather than necessitate repetition. Performers should feel free to interpret these indications

according to musical circumstances and preferences.

NOTE-VALUES, NOTE STEMS, AND BEAMING

Original note-values are maintained throughout the edition, though concluding durations have
been regularised. Variations of Basso Continuo rhythms are noted in the Textural
Commentary, often highlighting connections with the vocal-Bass part. The positioning of note

stems and beaming has been regularised and modernised.

ACCIDENTALS AND SLURRING

Editorial accidentals are indicated by small type. All accidentals maintain their function for the

remainder of the complete bar, or until cancelled; redundant accidentals have been omitted
without comment. Sharps and flats, when used as ‘naturals’, are altered to the 4 sign, including

bc figures. Editorial slurs, occasionally needed for melismas, are indicated by dashed slur-

marks.

BASSO CONTINUO FIGURING

For items 1 to 26, the be figures used are those of Ob MS Mus. Sch. C. 37. Editorial accidentals
in this edition are indicated within curved brackets where necessary for the be to accord with
any vocal lines altered by accidentals, especially for thirds of chords. Continuo figures relating
to the interval of a third above the bass have been regularised both in the scores and the
Commentary (e.g., within a 2-flat key-signature: altered from # 10, # 3, or # above G to il alone

when indicating a G-major chord, as seen in Plange Sion, bar 6).

ORNAMENTATION

Vocal trills, trilli, indicated by the ‘t.” symbol, are used, for example, by Child and Bowman.
As highlighted in Volume One, Chapter 1, whilst seventeenth-century sources offer a range of
trillo interpretations, perhaps the most apt for performers to explore for works in Volume Two,

are those elucidated by Caccini and Cavalieri respectively.?

3 Please see Volume I, Chapter 1 (pp. 55-59), for further details of Child’s use of the trillo.
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Repeated-note 7Trillo realisation from the preface to Caccini’s Le Nuove Musiche (Florence,

1601):

P

———

Cavalieri’s elucidation of the Trillo, preface to Rappresentatione di Anima, et di Corpe (Rome,

1600), where the second bar is an ornamental realisation of the first:

)

(¥ ]

A notated example of vocal embellishment used in preparation for a #rillo is added to the cantus
part in one manuscript source for ‘O bone Jesu’ to set the word ‘Jesu’ in bar 22 (Ob MS Mus.

Sch. MS C. 36):

A # t.

g

Whether ‘composed’ by Child himself, or added by the scribe, Husbands Snr., professional

singer at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, and the Chapel Royal, it would certainly be appropriate
and fruitful for performers to explore this pre-#rillo figuration in other contexts of Child’s use

of the ‘t.” symbol.

TEXTS

Latin texts have been regularised and modernised in orthography and punctuation; source
details and translations are provided after the Textual Commentary. Translations are by the
editor, with occasional use of other sources, as indicated. The edition uses italic text where

iterum marks in the manuscripts are used; ampersands are expanded without comment.
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2. Servus tuus

William Child
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5. Laudate Deum
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[Canto ossia, b. 22: incorporating ornamention for the first semibreve,

notated on a stave extension, Ob MS Mus. Sch. C. 36]
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8. Quam pulchra es
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9. Ecce Panis
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10. Quem vidistis

William Child
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