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MAGGE E (V. Q)
We called it the Exodus.

FLASHBACK TO

EXT. OLD VILLAGE SQUARE - EVEN NG
The i mages are nuted and snoky.

The villagers are gathered. Everyone is nervous, aside for
young nman AARON (20) orating to the group froma raised
st age.

On one side are a group of 20 to 30 Wtches, who watch him
speak. They are visibly different to the humans in clothing
material and style, and range in age from30 to 90.

The youngest adult, Maggie's nother, OLIVIA (30), is holding
the only Wtch baby, BABY MAGA E (6nonths), close to her.

MAGA E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Wtches and humans |ived in harnony
until the plague.

Aivia |l ooks at Maggie' s sister, PHOEBE (8), who is the only
child in the Wtch group. She |ooks pale and ill as she
coughs. divia puts her arm around her.

Aivia glances around the crowd. Many ot her people are
coughi ng, swayi ng, and | ooking unwell. She | ooks behind her,
at the hasty graves on the edge of the village.

MAGGE E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
It took young and old, Wtch and
human al i ke.

Aaron begins to shout, gesticulating aggressively.
MAGA E (V. O ) (CONT D)
And everyone was | ooking for what
to bl ane.

He points at the group of Wtches. They recoil as the crowd
turns to stare at them
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MAGE E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
O who.

The Wtches beginto file away fromthe crowd, but, as they
go, the crowd begins to take action.

MAGGE E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Wtches are a peaceful people. And
t hese Wtches had no reason to want
to harmtheir own vill age.

INT. CLIVIA'S HOMVE - N GHT

Aivia rushes her children back to their hone and packs a
few essenti al s.

There is commotion outside as the humans begin to damage the
Wtches' property.

MAGA E (V. Q) (CONT' D)
But the humans were so desperate to
save thensel ves that they didn't
care.

EXT. OLD VI LLAGE PATH - CONTI NUOUS

Aivia, Phoebe and Baby Maggi e hurry outside and join the
rest of the fleeing Wtches as they are chased by the
humans.

Some hunmans carry weapons; some carry torches; sone bring
ropes.

The Wtches run towards the forest.

EXT. OLD FOREST - OUTSKI RTS - CONTI NUOUS

MAGE E (V.Q ) (CONT D)
So they chased the Wtches into the
forest.

It is chaos once they are in anongst the trees. The Wtches
rush through the dark, followed by the humans.

Phoebe lets go of divia s hand and trips on a root, falling
to her knees.

AQivia turns to see Phoebe coughing uncontroll ably. She
hurries back and tries to hel p her daughter stand, but, wth
Phoebe so weak and Baby Maggie in her arns, she fails.
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She | ooks up as she hears the hunmans approach.

AMELI A
Aivial

Anot her Wtch, AMELIA (40) rushes over to them
Aivia bundles up Baby Maggi e and gives her to Anelia.

OLl VI A
Take her! Go!

She pushes Anelia away with Baby Maggie. Anelia turns and
flees.

Aivia pulls Phoebe to her feet and drags her along, but the
humans soon catch up to them

Aivia holds Phoebe tight and the crowd envel ops them
MAGGA E (V. Q)
Many of the Wtches died that
ni ght.
EXT. OLD FOREST - INTERIOR - LATER

Amelia, with Baby Maggi e, and the surviving Wtches continue
to hurry through the trees.

They pause, | ook around and |i sten.

The forest is silent.

They | ook between each other, and steadily continue their

j our ney.

EXT. OLD FOREST - CLEARI NG - EARLY MORNI NG

The Wtches find a small clearing in the forest.

MAGE E (V. Q) (CONT' D)

Because forests are areas of
nature, it is possible for a Wtch
to connect with them To
communi cate with them

They | ook around the area, and, one by one, sit down on the
ground, exhausted.

Anelia rests against a tall tree, cradling Baby Maggie.
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MAGE E (V.Q ) (CONT' D)
And the forest can feel the Wtch's
pli ght and protect her.

EXT. OLD FOREST - OQUTSKI RTS - LATER

A smal |l group of humans, |ed by Aaron, wander anpngst the
trees, passing through the sane area tinme and agai n.

Aaron sets off once nore, followed by his group

EXT. OLD VI LLAGE PATH - CONTI NUOUS
The humans energe back where they started.

Aaron turns around to return back into the forest, but the
trees have nultiplied tenfold, conpletely restricting the
entrance.

The group | ooks around for any way through, but many of them
are worn out and Aaron finally gives up, angrily stormng
back towards the village with his torch

BACK TO

EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - DAY

Nai ve Wtch MAGA E (14), short and brunette, sits in front
of her potion on the fire. The flames |ick the caul dron,
which is sputtering snoke and glitter.

MAGA E
And that’s why I'min your forest
now. Because you all protected ne
when | was a baby.

Maggi e | ooks around at all the trees at the edge of the
clearing and sm | es.

MAGGA E ( CONT' D)
So thanks, | guess.

DARWN, a large crow, |ands on the ground before her.
DARW N

They know how you got here, you
know.
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MAGAE E
But there are new trees again
today! | don’t want themto fee
| eft out. They should know their
hi story.

Maggi e sits forward on her knees, |ooking into the potion.

MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
Plus, it was a great way to
practise ny new potion.

Darwi n cocks his head and junps closer. Miggi e waves a hand
over the potion, and sparkling snoke bursts out and

di sperses

Maggi e shi

Darwin fli
t hi gh.

She doesn’

in the air above her head.

DARW N
Ah, of course. Remnd ne, what is
t he point of a concoction that
all ows you to show ot her people
your nenories when trees cannot
see?

fts so she is facing away from Darwi n, hurt.

MAGA E
It’s for when |I know peopl e.

es over to her side and rests his head on her
DARW N

Maggi e. .

t ook at him

DARW N ( CONT’ D)
You know that there aren’t...

MAGA E
| don’t. There could be nore
Wt ches sonewhere. | just have to
find them

DARW N

They | ooked, WMaggi e.

MAGA E
Maybe just not hard enough.

Maggi e stands up, abandoni ng her potion, and wal ks towards
her cottage - a hodge-podge m smatch of forest resources
piled into a nodest house.



Darw n sighs, and foll ows.

I NT. MAGE E'S COTTAGE - CONTI NUOUS

The stairway is bl ocked off, putting Maggi e’ s kitchen area,
sitting area and bedroomall in one cosy space. It is a

| arge roombut feels smaller as it is filled with

possessi ons, sone which | ook ol der than Maggi e.

Maggi e enters and collects up a few bel ongi ngs, packing a
smal | bag with potions and food.

DARW N
Not agai n.

MAGA E
Come with ne or don't. | don't
m nd.

She continues to pack up while Darw n argues.

DARW N
Conme on, let’s just talk this
t hrough again. You're not going to
take three steps out of the house
and find a whol e new cl an.

MAGA E
Doesn’t hurt to try.

DARW N
It seens like this is doing nore
harm t han good, honey. Every tine
you try this, you cone back
unhappi er than you were when you
left.

MAGG E
There’s nothing you can say that’s
going to stop ne, Darw n.
Maggi e finishes packing and heads out of the house, followed
by a spluttering Darw n.
EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - CONTI NUOUS

Maggi e pauses in the mddle of the clearing, picking a
direction through the trees.
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DARW N
That’ Il take you too near the
vil | age.
Maggi e rolls her eyes.
MAGAE E
Cone on. I'Il never get to the
village from here.
Darwi n | ooks at her, and she sighs.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
Fi ne.

She adjusts her direction before she sets off.

Darwi n wat ches her go and sighs again. He flies up above the
trees and foll ows her.

EXT. FOREST - | NTERI OR - DAY

Maggi e treks through the forest, pushing past the branches
and | eaves in her way.

She gasps, and | ooks at her hand. A small cut on her finger
oozes bl ood. She pops her finger in her nouth and uses her
ot her hand to pull a small ointnent bottle out of her bag.
She pulls the cork out of the bottle and pours the contents
of the bottle over her finger. She winces in pain as she
dabs it in.

When she | ooks at her finger again, the cut has healed, only
| eaving a tiny scar.

EXT. FOREST - RIVER - LATER

She stops by the water and refills her canteen. She paddl es
in the water.

Darwin sits on a nearby branch. Maggie smiles at him
EXT. FOREST - HILL - LATER STILL

She snacks while she wal ks, Darwin follow ng from above the
treeline once again.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

MAGGE E
|’ ve got a good feeling about this!
| think we’re going to find
sonet hi ng!

Darwi n shakes his head, but says not hing.

EXT. FOREST - |INTERI OR - EVEN NG
Maggi e is wal king with purpose, focused.
Darwin flaps his wings and groans, still follow ng her.

DARW N
Maggi e?

She doesn’t respond.

EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - CONTI NUQUS

Maggi e energes back in the clearing. She spins around,
| ooki ng back at her route.

Darwi n | ands on a rock and wat ches her.

Maggi e spins around agai n, stunned.

MAGA E
(quietly)
| was so sure this tine.
DARW N
They' re trees, hon. They’'re not

st upi d.

Maggi e’ s voi ce breaks as she speaks.

MAGA E
| really thought I was onto
sonet hi ng.

DARW N

They weren’t going to |let you spend
t he night out there. Look at you.
You barely packed enough food for

t he day.

Maggi e | ooks into her enpty bag, then back at the trees. She
si ghs.
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MAGG E
Well, I'll just pack nore tonorrow

DARW N
Not tonorrow as wel | .

She heads into the cottage.

I NT. MAGE E'S COTTAGE - CONTI NUOUS

Maggi e puts her hands over a small candl e and focuses hard.
When she noves her hands away, the candle is lit. She |lights
a few nore candl es.

She notices a few nore cuts on her hands and arns, and dabs
on sone oi ntnment.

Darwi n perches on the w ndowsill.

DARW N
You know, by the time she was your
age, your nother could create huge
bonfires.

MAGG E
| " mnot ny nother.

DARW N
" mjust saying it could be worth
trying out some nore difficult
spel l's, rather than spendi ng your
days wandering the forest. You' ve
got so nuch potential, Maggie.

MAGA E
Well, maybe if | had anyone to
teach ne any of these spells, it
woul d be a | ot easier.

DARW N
But just look at all those books!
MAGG E
|’ mvery happy with ny potions,
t hank you.
DARW N
You can teach yourself.
MAGA E
(quietly)

| can’'t.
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DARW N
Course you can
MAGG E
| can’t! Darw n.
DARW N
You can! They woul d want you to
learn this.
MAGA E

If they wanted it badly enough,
they woul dn’t have gone and di ed.

A tense silence falls.

MAGGE E ( CONT’ D)
| need soneone here to teach ne it.
| need a clan, or ny nother, or..
any Wtch. Anyone. | can’t... |
can't do it by nyself.

Maggi e stares at one of the candles as Darwi n watches her.
She sniffs.

Finally, she pulls a blanket up over her head and huffs,
pl onki ng herself down on the bed next to the w ndow.

Darwi n softens.
DARW N
Get sone sleep, eh? I’'lIl see you in
t he norning.

Maggi e’ s speech is nuffled by the bl anket.

MAGG E
Goodni ght, Darw n.

DARW N
Ni ght, honey.

Darwn flies over to the candles and flaps themout with his
W ng.

EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - CONTI NUQUS

Once the cottage is dark, he flies back outside and perches
hi msel f on a high branch in view of the w ndow, before
noddi ng of f to sl eep.

The forest is quiet.
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I NT. MAGE E S COTTAGE - N GHT

The nmoonlight falls across Maggie's face as she dozes.
A twi g snaps outside.

There is a footstep.

Maggi e stirs, frowning in her sleep.

EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - CONTI NUOQUS
Darwin snores quietly as a figure energes fromthe trees.

A pine cone crunches underfoot.

I NT. MAGA E'S COTTAGE - CONTI NUOUS
Maggi e’ s eyes snap open and she | ooks around, lying still.
The sounds of the stranger approachi ng becone | ouder.

Maggi e rolls away fromthe wi ndow and stands agai nst the
wal | , breathing heavily.

MAGG E
(whi speri ng)
kay. Ckay.
She gl ances around in panic.
MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
Darwi n, where are you?

EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - CONTI NUOUS

Darwin is still fast asleep, whistling on his outward
br eat hs.

I NT. / EXT MAGE E''S COTTAGE/ CLEARI NG - CONTI NUCUS

Maggi e takes a deep breath and snatches up a few potions
froma table.

She takes a nonent to conpose herself, and then tw sts and
| aunches one out the w ndow.

The gl ass smashes and Maggi e watches as a snall plune of
glittering snoke clouds around the stranger, who begins to
cough.
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MAGA E
(shouti ng)
Who are you?

The stranger splutters and waves at the snoke, which is
begi nning to dissipate.

MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
What do you want ?

G SELLE
|”m here for you.

MAGA E
What for?

Maggi e swal | ows, afraid.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
Are you here to kill ne?

G SELLE
No!

The snoke clears and tall, ginger-haired G SELLE (17)
energes into the noonlight.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
|’ m here to hel p you.

Maggi e stares, still clutching her other potion tightly.

MAGA E
Are you human?

G sel | e | aughs.

G SELLE
(sarcastically)
Pl ease.

G sel l e spreads her hands and rel eases a fireball, that
soars up into the sky, narrowmy mssing a disgruntled
Dar wi n.

Maggi e gawks.

MAGA E
You're a Wtch?

A SELLE
O course. That’s how | knew to
find you here.
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G sell e | ooks around.

G SELLE ( CONT' D)
The rest of your clan...?

MAGA E
They di ed.

G SELLE
|’ m sorry.

MAGA E
Do you have...?

G sel l e shakes her head.

G SELLE
been just me for a nonth now.

It’s
It’s been getting |onely.

Maggi e sm | es weakly.

EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - CONTI NUOUS

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
Are you alright?

MAGGE E
Yes.

Maggi e di sappears back into the cottage, and Darwin flies in
t hrough the wi ndow after her.

G sell e shuffles on her feet.

The cottage door opens and Maggi e energes, Darwi n perched on
her shoul der.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
| m Maggi e.

G SELLE
G sel |l e.

MAGA E
This is Darw n.

Darwi n cocks his head and peers at Maggi e, but says not hing.

G SELLE
He' s cute.
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MAGA E
You just don’t know hi myet.

Maggi e wal ks over to Gselle, and they stand across from
each ot her.

G selle takes a step towards Maggi e and hugs her. Darw n
junps up into the air out of the way.

Maggi e stands conpletely still, eyes wi de, accepting the
hug. After a few nonents, she raises her arns and hugs
G sel I e back, closing her eyes and si ghing.

It is a long hug.

EXT. FOREST - |INTERI OR - MORNI NG

G selle holds a small fireball in one hand, using the other
to steady herself against tree trunks or to grab onto
Maggi e’ s hand.

They are travelling through the forest together, Darw n
hoppi ng and fl appi ng al ong behi nd t hem

Maggie is watching G selle wal k in wonder.

G SELLE
So, there were fourteen Wtches in
our clan on the nobuntain when we
heard about the Exodus.

MAGG E
Didn't you think to cone and find
us? You coul d have hel ped.

G SELLE
O course we did. A few tines. But
then... the nountain began to die.
MAGAE E

What do you nean, the nountain
began to die?

G SELLE
It’s conplicated.

Maggi e frowns, thinking.

As she wal ks, she trips on a tree root and falls over,
surprising Gselle and Darw n.

She sits up and | ooks at the ground where she tripped. There
is no tree root there.
( CONTI NUED)
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G sell e hel ps her up as she stares.

G SELLE ( CONT' D)
Wah, are you alright?

G sel | e dusts Maggi e down.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
As soneone who's lived in this

forest their whole life, | would ve
t hought you knew how to avoid
falling.

G selle laughs. Maggie smles, turning to face her

MAGA E
Guess |’mjust distracted.

The girls turn and continue their wal k. Darwin hops past the
tree and frowns at it.

DARW N

(quietly)
Maggi e.

As Maggi e continues wal ki ng, she brushes tree branches out
of her face and hair.

MAGA E
So how cone you cane | ooking for ne
now?

Gselle falters for a nonent.

G SELLE
Like | said... | was getting
lonely. 1’d heard about your clan
headi ng i nt

nto the forest and |
figured if | wal ked for | ong enough
and |istened to ny heart... |I'd
find you.

Maggi e sm | es.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
Oh.

The two of them have arried at a dense |line of trees. There
is no clear pathway through.

G SELLE ( CONT' D)
That' s wei rd.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 16.

MAGA E
That’ s just what the trees do. They
probably don’t want us heading this
way. We should find a different
route.

A SELLE
No, we... it has to be this way. W
have to get through.

MAGA E
G selle...

G SELLE
St and back.

G selle unclips a small hunting knife fromher |eg and
begins to snap off sone twigs and smal |l er branches, meking a
pat hway t hrough the trees.

She reaches back and pulls Maggi e through, and they energe
on the other side of the dense treeline.

EXT. FOREST - OUTSKI RTS - CONTI NUOUS

Maggi e gasps in pain.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
Did you hurt yourself?

Maggi e | ooks at her leg, which is sporting a long, thin cut.

MAGA E
It'’s fine. | have ointnent for it.

Maggi e reaches into her bag and dabs sone oi ntnent onto her
cut, inhaling through her teeth.

MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
See? Al better.

G SELLE
Sur e?

MAGG E
Yes. Let’s carry on.

They set off again.

Darwin flies slowy through the trees, catching up with
Maggi e and hovering behind her as she wal ks.

( CONTI NUED)
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DARW N

(quietly)
Maggi e.

MAGAE E
(whi speri ng)
Yes?

DARW N
| don't like this. You ve never
been this way before.

MAGA E
Darwin. Gselle' s just cone this
way. I'’msure it’s fine.
DARW N
| don’t know about that.
MAGG E
Could you just drop it, please?
DARW N
But -
MAGG E
Shh!

Maggi e speeds up a little, catching up to Gselle and
| eaving Darwin behind. He rolls his eyes.

The trees begin to thin out.

EXT. VI LLAGE PATH - SOON AFTER

The path is nodern, clearly upgraded several tines since the
Exodus.

Maggi e stares at it in shock.

MAGA E
VWhere are we?

G SELLE
Not far now. Cone on.

G selle offers Maggi e her hand, |eading her down the path

Darwi n energes onto the path and flies up high, follow ng at
a di stance.
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EXT. VI LLAGE SQUARE - SOON AFTER

The village is bustling, and Maggie takes in all the sights
i n wonder.

Li ke the path, everything has changed significantly since
t he Exodus.

MAGA E
| didn’t think... it’s been a |ong
time, hasn't it?

G SELLE
Time is funny in the forest.

Maggi e steps out of the way of a woman’s path and sm | es at
her, before running to catch up to G selle.

MAGA E
Are we safe?

G sell e | ooks at her.

G SELLE
No one alive in this village today
woul d know a Wtch if we were
standing in their village square.
Just don’t say anything to anyone
and you' Il be fine.

Maggi e chuckl es nervously.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
Conme on. | want to show you
sonet hi ng.

G selle pulls on Maggi e’'s arm again, |eading her on.

EXT. VI LLAGE WOOD STORE - SOON AFTER

G sell e and Maggi e creep cautiously around the wall of the
wood store until they are in front of it. Maggie takes in
all of the felled trees, wapped up in bundles and stacked.

MAGA E
VWhat is this?

G SELLE
| thought you' d want to know. These
used to be standing in your forest.
Now | ook at them
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MAGG E
What happened?

G SELLE
Cone here.

G sell e | eads Maggi e on once again.

EXT. FOREST EDGE - SOON AFTER

G sell e and Maggi e crouch behind a house and watch the
wor knen as they cut down trees.

Maggi e gasps when she sees the first axe swing, and covers
her nmouth with her hand. They watch in silence as the tree
falls.

Maggi e wi nces, and, gl ancing down at her hand, sees a tiny
cut. She frowns.

G sell e watches her notice the cut, and nods.

G SELLE
When they hurt the forest, they
hurt you, too.

Maggi e swal | ows.

MAGA E
They don’t know t hat.

G SELLE
Wul d they care?

They wat ch the worknen continue for a few m nutes.
G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
This is what they did to our
nmount ai n. The damage kil l ed
everyone but ne.
Maggi e turns away and | eaves.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
Maggi e!

Gselle fol |l ows.
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EXT. VILLAGE WOOD STORE - SOON AFTER
Maggi e continues to stormaway, G selle chasing after her.

G SELLE
Maggi e! St op!

Maggi e spins around, tears in her eyes.

MAGA E
Wiy woul d they do that? They're
hurting the trees. They hurt your

nmount ai n.

G SELLE
| know. | thought you would want to
know, t oo.

Maggi e stands quietly, holding herself. She w pes her eyes
with the back of her hand.

G selle crosses to her, and puts her arm around her.
Maggi e pushes her off and takes a few steps away.

G SELLE ( CONT' D)
" m sorry.

MAGA E
| just... need sone tinme right now

Maggi e wanders away, stunbling a little. G selle watches her
go.

EXT. VI LLAGE SQUARE - SOON AFTER

Maggi e wal ks back the way that she and G selle cane, but is
barely | ooking where she is going and i s causing vari ous
villagers to have to avoid her.

The village is busier than it was, with bunting and
decorations being strung up all over. There is an air of
excitenment fromthe villagers.

Maggi e bunps straight into stocky blonde ERIN (15), who
drops what she’s holding and falls backwards into |anky
dar k- hai red BELLAMY (16).

ERI' N
Oh ny gosh, sorry!

( CONTI NUED)
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MAGA E
(stuttering)
Sorry.

ERI N
Absol ut e kl ut z,
| m goi ng.

not | ooki ng where

BELLAMY
(to Erin)
You okay?

ERI N
Yeah, yeabh.
(to Maggie)
Are you okay?

Maggi e makes eye contact with Erin and nods,
nmouth firmy closed.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
lt's Erin.

Erin points to herself and smles.

MAGA E
(whi speri ng)
Maggi e.
ERI' N
Sorry?
MAGAE E
(1 ouder)
Maggi e.
ERI N
Maggi e. Do you know Bel | any?

Maggi e | ooks up at Bel | any,

BELLAMY
Maggie... | think |I’ve seen you
ar ound.

Maggi e nods and sm | es.
ERI N

Are you doi ng anything right
Maggi e?

now,

Maggi e pauses, and shakes her head.

who i s squinting at

21.

keepi ng her

her.
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ERI N ( CONT’ D)
Geat. You can help us with this.

Erin lifts up what she dropped - a |large, enbroidered,
fabric sheet - and waves for Maggie to follow As they set
of f, Maggie notices Bellany is holding a tool set.

Maggi e | ooks around as they wal k, scanning the crowd,
concerned, but she carries on followi ng Erin and Bel |l any.

They arrive at the raised stage at one end of the square.
There is a | arge wooden frame at the back of the stage, and
Erin lays out her material in a |long sausage the | ength of
the frane.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
It’s the decoration for tonight.

Maggi e nods, feigning understandi ng.

Bel |l amy drops his tools down as Erin fetches a | adder.
Maggi e drops her bag behind the stage, kicking it under the
wooden beans to hide it.

As she wal ks back over, Erin hands her an edge of fabric, a
hamrer and a nai l

ERI N ( CONT' D)
You' re okay going up the |adder,
right?

BELLAMY
We'll hold it. You won't fall.

Maggi e | ooks between them and forces a smle.

She takes the tools fromErin and begins to clinb up.

Erin smles at Bellanmy as they hold the | adder together.
Maggi e places the fabric on the beamcarefully, gingerly
tapping the nail in with the hamrer. She | ooks down at Erin,

who gives her a grin and a thunbs-up. Maggi e descends.

As she arrives back on the ground, the burly and stoic
vill age mayor RODERI CK (40) approaches.

RODERI CK
Set-up going well, | see?

Bel l any and Erin smle and wave a hell o.

( CONTI NUED)
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BELLAMY
Much easier with three.

Roderi ck | ooks Maggi e up and down, and gives her a snal
smle.

Maggi e smles politely, dropping her gaze.
Roderick nods at the group, and noves al ong.

Erin and Bellanmy nove the | adder to the other side of the
stage. Maggie follows with the hammer and another nail.

ERI N
So, |I'’ve got two different outfits
lined up for tonight and I can’t
deci de which to go for

BELLAMY
You always do this. Just wear one
today and the other on your
bi rt hday or sonet hi ng.

Erin rolls her eyes.

ERI N
But whi ch one today and whi ch one
on ny birthday?

BELLAMY
Erin...

ERI' N
Pl ease, just cone round once we
finish this and hel p ne choose.

BELLAMY
You know I can’t. |’ m hel ping Mum
with the food.
ERI' N
Pl ease?
BELLAMY
No!

Erin sighs, and then | ooks at Maggi e.
ERI N
Do you have any pl ans before
t oni ght, Maggi e?
Maggi e shakes her head.

( CONTI NUED)
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MAGGE E
No.

Erin nods, and | ooks around, thinking.

ERI N
Wul d you |ike to come round to
m ne? You' |l get the amazing

opportunity to help me choose which
outfit to wear! It would be really
hel pful . Pl ease?

Maggi e | ooks at her, swallow ng nervously. She smles and
shrugs.

MAGA E
Yes, that woul d be nice.

Erin claps delightedly.

ERI N
Oh, yay! Thank you.

She grabs the | adder again and notions for Maggie to clinb
up.
EXT. VILLAGE - QUTSIDE ERIN S HOUSE - EVEN NG

Erin | eads Maggi e down a stone path, chatting the whole
tinme.

Maggi e | ooks around, taking in the houses, and checking the
road behi nd her.

ERI N
Thank you so nuch for offering to
come over. It's really so kind of

you.
MAGA E

That’'s okay. | don’t m nd.
ERI N

No, really. I nmean, | |ove Bellany,

but he’s awful at that sort of
stuff. Even when he does agree to
cone, | kind of always regret
aski ng him You know how boys are.

Maggi e nods.
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ERI N ( CONT' D)
Anyway, this is it.

Wt hout pausing, Erin turns and wal ks the short |ength of
path to her front door and lets herself in.

INT. ERIN S HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

The living roomis nodest but confortable, with plenty of
pl aces to sit. The staircase is right in front of the door.

ERI N ( CONT’ D)
My roomis upstairs.

Maggi e barely gets to gl ance around before following Erin
up.

INT. ERIN S HOUSE - ERIN S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Erin’s bedroomis al nost the sane size as the |living room
but feels nore open, with a wal k-in wardrobe, |arge desk,
and a single bed against the wall. The walls are covered in
drawi ngs and notes, with one long mrror next to the bed.

Erin notions for Maggie to take the desk chair, which she
does.

Erin hal f-opens the wardrobe door.
ERI N ( CONT' D)

So, I'mtrying to decide between

t hese two dresses.
She reaches in and pulls both dresses out of the wardrobe -
one is a short, bright dress, the other darker and | onger.
Both are very pretty.
Maggi e marvel s at them

ERI N ( CONT’ D)
Thi s one -

She waves the darker dress.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
ls pretty fancy, but this one -

The brighter dress.
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ERI N ( CONT’ D)
Just feels a bit nore nme, you know?

Maggi e nods, taking in both dresses.
Erin | ooks at her expectantly.

ERI N ( CONT’ D)
What do you think?

Maggi e pauses, | ooking between the dresses and Erin.

MAGA E
They' re both | ovely.

She takes a few nore nonments to decide. Erin holds each
dress against her in turn.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
That one.

She points at the brighter one.

MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
If it’s nore you, you should show
it off.

Erin beans, hangi ng the darker dress on the wardrobe handl e
and admring the brighter dress.

ERI N
Thank you.

Erin | ooks at Maggi e and what she’s wearing.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
What are you wearing tonight?

Maggi e stanmers, and gestures weakly at her outfit.
ERI N ( CONT' D)
Ch, okay. Because, you know, if you
wanted to borrow sonething |ike
this...
She points at the darker dress.
ERI N ( CONT' D)
As a thank you, you d be wel cone
to.

Maggi e’ s eyes wi den and she | ooks at the dress.
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MAGG E
Real | y?

ERI N
Sur e.

Maggi e stands up and approaches the dress, feeling the
mat eri al .

MAGA E
Thank you.

ERI N
O course.

Eri n hangs her dress on the wardrobe and notions to touch
Maggi e’ s hair. Maggi e nods, and Erin conbs through it with
her hands, pulling it back into a rough updo.
ERI N ( CONT' D)
And we could do sonething like
this, if you wanted.

She beans at Maggi e.
ERI N ( CONT’ D)
Anyways, try it on and see what you
think. 1’1l be right back.
Erin grabs her dress and di sappears into the hallway.

Maggi e holds up the darker dress, admring it. There is
green within it and it sparkles in the |ight.

She smles, and changes into it.

Once i

t is on, she touches her hair, and noves to | ook at
herself int

he mrror.
She stares at her reflection, astounded.

She touches various parts of the dress, her hair and her
face, and grins.

There is a knock on the door.

ERIN (O S.)
Are you ready?

Maggi e takes a nonent to respond.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 28.

MAGA E
M1 hmm

Eri n pops her head round the door. She has changed into her
dress and | ooks very cute. She squeals with excitenent upon
seei ng Maggi e.

ERI' N
You | ook amazi ng!
Maggi e grins.
MAGA E
So do you.

Erin grabs Maggi e’ s hands and beans, then gasps.

ERI' N
Conme on, we’d better get going!

Maggie allows Erin to pull her out of the room

EXT. VI LLAGE SQUARE - NI GHT

The square is lit up brightly with torches and is bustling
with excited people. A band prepares to play on one side of
the rai sed stage. The fabric that Maggie hel ped to hang is a
delicate enbroi dered design that has the nunber "75" clear
and central.

In the mddle of the square is a |arge bonfire, which
various villagers are crowdi ng around.

Erin and Maggi e wander hand-in-hand through the crowmd. Wile
still nervous, Maggie holds herself nore confidently and
manages to match Erin’ s stride.

Bel | any appears and | aughs at them He has changed too, into
a dark shirt and pal e trousers.

BELLAMY
So, this was your outfit solution?
Just get someone el se to wear the
ot her one?

ERI N
(1 aughi ng)
Shut up.

Bel | any smiles at Maggi e.
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BELLAMY
You | ook | ovely.
Maggi e grins.
MAGG E
Thank you.

Erin pushes Bell any playfully.

ERI N
And you scrub up alright too,
suppose.

The band begin to play, and Erin gasps.

ERI N ( CONT’ D)
Quick! We'll mss the dancing!

She grabs Maggi e and Bell any by the hands and pulls them
closer to the stage, where the crowd is parting to create a
dancef| oor.

As the band plays and sings, the three of them dance
together and with other villagers. Maggi e manages to pick up
a few noves, and cl aps and spins a |ot.

At one point, Maggie is near the corner of the stage, and
spots G selle notioning at her from behind the band. She
gasps, and hurries over.

G sell e grabs her by the arns, marching her behind the
st age.

G SELLE
What are you doi ng? What are you
weari ng?

MAGA E

G sell e, where have you been?

G SELLE
Are you insane?

MAGA E
| just got caught up init. |
didn't nean to -

G SELLE
Looked |i ke you were having a | ot
of fun for sonmeone "caught up in
it".

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 30.

MAGA E
Well, yes, but -

G SELLE
These people killed yours. Do you
remenber that?

MAGA E
It wasn’t these people. It’s been
years since the Exodus. Erin and
Bel | any -

G SELLE
Who?!

MAGA E
We haven’t even spoken about it.
They don't care -

G SELLE
You' re making friends now, are you?
What about nme? What about our cl an?

MAGA E
Qur cl an?

G SELLE
You' re wal king into your own
sl aughter, and you' re taking ne
down with you.

MAGA E
| don’t think -

G SELLE
Do you even know what this big
party is for? The party you' ve had
so nuch fun dancing at with your
new best friends Erin and Bell any?

Maggi e pauses.

MAGGE E
No.

G SELLE
(sarcastically)
You didn't ask?

MAGG E
| couldn’t. It would have given ne
away.
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G SELLE
Just listen to the words, Maggie.
Li st en.

Maggi e frowns, and pays attention to the song lyrics for the
first tine.

BAND
(singing)
W sent them where they bel ong,
Back to the hell where they cane
from
We cel ebrate our freedom
Fromthe evil of the Wtch.

Maggi e freezes.

A SELLE
It’'s the Exodus.

MAGA E
But it was so |ong ago...

A SELLE
Seventy-five years ago. Exactly.

Maggi e | ooks around in the darkness.

G SELLE ( CONT' D)
It’s the anniversary.

Maggi e covers her nmouth with her hands.
MAGG E
(quietly)
They’ re not bad peopl e.

G SELLE
Are you sure?

Maggi e exhal es sl owy.
G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
Maggie. Listen to nme. W are all we
have now. Qur clan. Us.
Maggi e nods.

On the stage, the band finishes their song and stops
pl ayi ng. The crowd cheer.
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G SELLE ( CONT' D)
Conme on. |’'mtaking you hone.

G selle pulls Maggi e out from behind the stage and starts to
| ead her through the crowd, heading directly for the path
back to the forest.

Roderick is up on the stage, giving a speech. Mggie turns
and listens to a bit of it.

RODERI CK
.l want to take this tine to
raise a toast to those that cane
before us, for chasing out those
evil, spiteful Wtches, and
restoring peace and health to our
vill age once nore!

The crowd whoops and cheers.

Maggi e’ s eyes scan the villagers, and |l and on Erin and
Bel | any. They are both clapping, but Erin is |ooking around,
not focused on the speech.

They nmake eye contact, and Erin smles and waves.

ERI N
(lost in the cheering)
Maggi e!

G selle pulls Maggi e away and they hurry onwards.

Erin watches themgo with a frown.

EXT. FOREST - OUTSKI RTS - SOON AFTER

As soon as they are hidden anong the trees, Maggie sniffles,
a tear falling.

Darwi n flaps down fromthe treeline and | ands on her
shoul der.

DARW N
| ve got you, Maggie.

MAGA E
Where have you been?

DARW N
Not draw ng too much attention to
nmyself in a village full of humans.

Maggi e | ooks at him
( CONTI NUED)
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DARW N ( CONT’ D)
What ? That’'s what |’ ve been doi ng.

Maggi e sighs, and trudges after G selle.
DREAM SEQUENCE OF

EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - NI GHT
The i mages are snoky again, but darker.

Maggi e stands in the mddl e of a huge crowd, bigger than was
at the dance.

The worl d is warped, everything |ooking bigger and darker
t han normal .

Erin and Bellany are either side of her, and Roderick is on
t he stage.

As she | ooks around, she realises that everyone is staring
at her.

RODERI CK
There is a Wtch in our mdst!

The crowd jeers and boos. Erin and Bellamy join in,
shouting, but they are suddenly very far away and Maggi e
st ands al one.

MAGA E
No. No, |'mnot a Wtch.

RODERI CK
Then how do you explain this?

He pulls out Maggie's bag from behind himand the crowd yell
even | ouder.

Roderick throws Maggi e her bag, and she catches it.

Maggi e | ooks around, and sees everyone in the crowd w el di ng
it torches and approaching her. Erin and Bellany |ead the
group, faces pulled back in sneers.

CROWD
(chanti ng)
Wtch! Wtch! Wtch!

The crowd continue chanting as they envel op Maggi e. She
Screarns.

END DREAM SEQUENCE
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I NT. MAGA E' S COTTAGE - DAY

Maggi e wakes, covered in sweat.

As she focuses, she hears a nyriad of |oud bangs and cl angs,
and she sits up to see G selle rummgi ng through her potions
resour ces.

Darwi n is perched on the wi ndowsill, watching.

Maggi e rubs her eyes and frowns.

MAGAE E
What are you doi ng?

G selle faces her and shrugs, as if it’s obvious.

G SELLE
| " m seeing what we’'re working wth.
MAGA E
Ckay, but. ..
Maggi e swal l ows, and | eans forward on the bed, still shaken.

G selle | ooks at her.

G SELLE
What’' s wrong?

MAGA E
| just... | left ny bag there
yest er day.

A SELLE
Your potions bag?

Maggi e nods, and G sell e exhal es | oudly.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
O course you did.

MAGA E
Do you think they ve found it?

G SELLE
W' ve got to think so. I|gnorance
won’t keep us safe.

MAGAE E
Maybe they won’t know what it is
O they won't |look inside. O they
won’ t m nd.
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G sel l e I angui shes at her and sits on the side of the bed
next to her.

G SELLE
Do you really think that?

Maggi e slowy neets her gaze.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
(si ngi ng)
W sent them where they bel ong,
Back to the hell where they cane
from
We cel ebrate our freedom
Fromthe evil of the Wtch.

Maggi e puts her head in her hands. Darwi n hops cl oser,
stays on the w ndowsill.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
They want us dead, Maggie. They
think we are dead, and they're
si ngi ng songs about it.

MAGG E
But... Erin and Bell any. ..

G SELLE
Wuldn't hesitate for a second if
they found out what you are.

Maggi e sighs and hi des her face.

G selle puts her arm around Maggi e and pulls her cl ose.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
If our clan is going to survive, we
have to do sonething, before they
kill the forest too.

Maggi e nods sl owy.

G SELLE ( CONT' D)
| think it's time for a new ki nd of
poti on.

G sel l e | ooks at Maggi e’ s potions.

but
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EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - DAY

G selle and Maggi e are | eaning over the cauldron, which is
propped over a snmall fire. Darwn is perched high up in a
tree.

Maggi e’ s eyes are wi de, watching the potion sinmer and
shi mrer .

MAGG E
What now?

G SELLE
Now. .. | ean back.

Maggi e does, and G selle crunbles in a few herbs. The potion
coughs out sone bl ack snmoke, which floats up to Darwi n and
makes him splutter.

MAGG E
W' re going to snoke them out?

G SELLE
Sort of.

G selle holds a small flower between her hands, and stares
at it intently. Her eyes flash, and the flower withers,
bl ackens, and then ignites.

Once it is aflame, she drops it in the potion, and bl ue
flames | eap out the cauldron for a few nonents.

MAGA E
Wah. What does that do?

G SELLE
VWhat does it look Iike?

Maggi e | ooks back at the potion and bites her lip. The
flames di e down.

G sel l e stands and ni ps inside.

G SELLE (O S.)
Could you give it a stir, please?

Maggi e kneels up and stirs, grunting as she noves the stick
t hrough the thick m xture.

G selle energes fromthe cottage and stands behi nd Maggi e.
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G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
(di spar agi ng)
Who taught you how to stir?

She sits next to Maggi e, who stops stirring.

MAGA E
No one. Everyone died before | was
ol d enough to start | earning
pot i on- maki ng.

G selle purses her Iips awkwardly. She |ooks down at the
m xture, taking the stick from Maggi e and stirring herself.

G SELLE
This is looking really good.
MAGA E
It is?
G SELLE
It is. | think it’s ready to bottle
up.

She darts back inside.

EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - LATER

The two of themsit, carefully spooning their potion into
gl ass bottle and corking the tops.

G SELLE
Be careful with these. Once they ve
cool ed down, they react with the
air very fast, so don't take the
cork off unless... you know, just
don’'t take the cork off.

Maggi e | ooks at G selle, but continues to spoon potion into
the bottle.
EXT. FOREST - CLEARING - N GHT

G sell e and Maggi e pack two bags with potion bottles, and
begin their journey to the village.
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EXT. FOREST - | NTERI OR - CONTI NUOUS
Darwi n fl aps down and perches on Maggi e’ s shoul der.

MAGA E
| thought you were worried about
bei ng i nconspi cuous.

DARW N
| don’t know about this, hon. |I'm
sticking with you.

G selle, arned once again with her hunting knife, sw pes at
any branches in her path. She chops through a thick one,
whi ch drops to the ground as Maggi e gasps.

Maggi e | ooks at her arm and sees a long, thin cut by her
el bow. She steps over the branch and carries on follow ng
G sel |l e.

She | ooks around at the trees.

MAGA E
(whi speri ng)
Pl ease don't try to stop us.

EXT. FOREST - QUTSKIRTS - LATER

G sel |l e pauses and reaches out a hand for Maggi e, who takes
it.

G SELLE
l"mso glad | found you. How
amazing is it that, after all this
time alone, we’ve got each other
now?

MAGA E
Yes, amazing. It's everything |
ever want ed.
Gselle smles.

Gd SELLE
Let’s go, then.

They conti nue on.
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EXT. VILLAGE PATH - SOON AFTER
As they wal k, Maggi e gasps.
MAGAE E
Can we fetch ny bag first? It’s got
nmy healing potions in.
G SELLE
O course. As long as we’'re quiet.

EXT. VI LLAGE SQUARE - SOON AFTER

Gselle waits as Maggie, with Darwin still perched on her
shoul der, hurries over to the stage.

Everything is very dark, illumnated only by the noonlight.

There is a distant sound of sonething falling over, and
Maggi e freezes, | ooking around.

She slowy continues towards the stage, glancing from side
to side warily.

DARW N
(sarcastically)
Don't be too fast. You don’'t want
to scare your bag.

MAGA E
Hush!

She speeds up a little.

As she approaches the stage, there is the sound of nore
movenent, closer. Maggi e pauses again, |ooking around. She
crouches, making herself as small as she can.

From under the stage cones a rustling sound. Maggi e narrows
her eyes, staring into the darkness.

It’s a cat, and it |aunches itself at Darw n, nmeow ng.
Darwi n yel ps, and flies upwards.
The cat pounces into Maggi e, knocking her backwards.

She junps back up, pulling on the cat, but it clings onto
her.

Maggi e cries out as it scratches her.
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Darwin flies back down and tries to attack the cat by
pecki ng and cl awi ng, but also flaps his wings in Maggie's
face.

DARW N
Get out of here!

MAGA E
Stop it!

G sell e watches the chaos in horror, and pales as a few
wi ndows in surroundi ng houses bri ghten.

Maggie finally pulls the cat off her, and bats it off a few
tines as it tries to junp back up onto her. Darwi n hovers
near by.

The cat junps at Maggie s bag. Maggi e grabs onto it and
stops it fromfall, but in the comrmotion one potion bottle
i s knocked out and batted away by the cat.

G SELLE
(shouti ng)
Get back!

Maggi e stunbl es backwards and watches the bottle fal
t hrough the air, smashing on the ground.

A huge pillar of flame bursts up fromthe ground, whooshi ng
up into the sky. It creates a large fire which continues
burning, the flanmes turning purple and bl ue hi gher up.

Maggi e screans and trips over, clutching her bag to protect
it, but pulls herself up and runs back to G selle.

The fire steadily spreads across the ground, eating up
sticks, |eaves and anything el se.

Villagers are opening their curtains and beginning to | eave
th

I
ir houses, shouting for help with the fire.

I
e

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
W have to go!

G sell e grabs Maggi e by the shoul ders and pushes her back
towards the forest.

The two of themsprint away with Darwi n speedi ng ahead,
nmonents before the villagers | eave their houses with buckets
of water for the fire.
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EXT. VI LLAGE PATH - CONTI NUOUS

They continue running full pelt.

EXT. FOREST - QUTSKI RTS - CONTI NUOUS
They only sl ow down once they are well-hidden by the trees.

Maggi e stops and | eans against a tree, gasping for air.
Darwi n perches on a branch.

G sell e clutches her sides, panting.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
What - on Earth - were you
t hi nki ng?

Maggie is breathing too hard to speak, and just shakes her
head.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
Are you - insane? Are you trying -
to get us - killed?

Both of their breathing is steadily slow ng, and Maggi e
wi pes her face with her hands.

G SELLE ( CONT' D)
(to Darw n)
You are not invited next time.

Darwin fluffs his feathers and glares at her, but says
not hi ng.

Maggi e | ooks at G selle.

MAGA E
|’msorry. | messed it up

G selle softens, and sm | es at Maggi e.

MAGGA E ( CONT’ D)
It made a pretty big fire, huh?

G selle grins.

G SELLE
Just imagine the damage it’ll do to
the village with those in the right

pl aces.
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MAGA E
Yeah.

Maggi e | ooks at the floor, concerned.
G sell e sighs, and puts her armround Maggi e.
G SELLE

Conme on. Hone and to bed. W’ll go

back tonorrow ni ght.
Maggi e nods, and allows G selle to | ead her away. She
gl ances back at Darwin, who junps off the tree branch and
foll ows them
I NT. MAGA E' S COTTAGE - DAY
Maggi e awakes to the sunlight on her face.
Gselle is asleep next to her, under a different blanket.
Maggi e wat ches her sleep for a nonent, before carefully
cl anbering out of bed past her and headi ng outsi de.
EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - CONTI NUOUS

Darwi n i s snoozing as Maggi e passes bel ow hi m

She di sappears into the trees.

EXT. VI LLAGE SQUARE - DAY

The square is busy, but not bustling. Maggi e wal ks through
the people, on a direct path to the stage.

There is an inprovised fence around where the fire was. It
is a much | arger area than Maggi e saw burning | ast night,
and she | ooks at it and gasps.

As she is standing still, Erin appears fromw thin the
crowd.

ERI N
Maggi e! There you are.

Maggi e junps and | ooks up, smling when she sees Erin
beam ng.
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MAGAE E
Hi .

ERI N
W m ssed you at the end of the
festival. Did your... sister...

need you hone?
Maggi e opens her nouth and hesitates.

MAGA E
Yes. It was urgent.

ERI N
Ah.

Erin glances at the burned ground.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
Kind of crazy, l|ast night, huh?

MAGG E
Yes. Crazy.

ERI N
Do you know i f they’ve found out
who it was yet?

Maggi e shakes her head.

MAGA E
No.
ERI'N
No, me neither. | hope they catch
t hem
MAGA E
Hopeful | y.
They fall into silence for a nonent.
ERI N

Hey, do you like flowers?
Maggi e | ooks at her in surprise.

MAGA E
Yes. | |ove flowers.

Eri n beans.
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ERI N
Come with ne.

Erin links her arminto Maggi e’'s and pulls her away.

Maggi e | ooks back at the stage, but sighs and all ows herself
to be |ed.

EXT. VILLAGE - QUTSIDE ERIN S HOUSE - DAY

Erin unlinks her armw th Maggi e’ s and hops round the side
of the house, opening a small gate.

ERI N
Conme on. It’'s this way.

Maggi e smles, and follows Erin through.

EXT. VILLAGE - ERIN S GARDEN - CONTI NUOUS
Maggi e gasps when she sees the garden.

There is greenery everywhere, even up the side fences.

Rai sed plant beds hold all manner of vegetable and herb, and
earth around the sides and punctuated around the grass of
the garden is hone to brightly coloured flowers of al

types. Bees and butterflies are in abundance. A few benches
are dotted around.

It is a large garden, but it is cosy and warm

MAGG E
This is amazi ng.

Erin smles shyly, and takes a few steps into the garden.
Maggi e wanders around, taking it all in with w de eyes.

MAGGE E ( CONT’' D)
Erin, this is incredible.

Erin shrugs.

ERI N
It’s just my little hobby.
Bellanmy’s the only other person who
really knows about it. It’'s not a
big deal, or...

( CONTI NUED)
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MAGA E
But of course it is.

She bends down to | ook closer at a veg bed.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
The anmount of tine you nust have
spent on all these plants... These
carrots are unbelievable! They' re
even better than m ne!

ERI N
You grow carrots too?

Maggi e freezes, her eyes | ooking around wldly.

MAGA E
Yes. |... My famly do. Did. Not
really. Just a turn of phrase,

really.
Erin frowns, but says nothing.
Maggi e conti nues to | ook around.

MAGGA E ( CONT’ D)
CGorgeous prinrose. Oh, and crocuses
are iy favourite.

ERI N
They are? | didn’t know you knew so
much about plants.

Maggi e | ooks at Erin hesitates.

MAGA E
Just a little hobby.

Maggi e smles. Erin |aughs.

ERI N
| | ove the snowdrops that cone up
near the forest, but they’ ve all
gone now. Too late in the year.

MAGAE E
| |ove themtoo.

ERI N
You' ve been down to near the
f orest?

Maggi e swal | ows.

( CONTI NUED)
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MAGA E
Alittle bit. It's nice to be near
the trees.
Eri n nods.
ERI N
Have you ever... been in it?

Maggi e’ s eyes wi den. She shakes her head.

MAGAE E
No. Never.
Erin sighs.
ERI N
It’s wonderful. It’s so quiet, and
peaceful . It’s like getting a

little hug fromnature. Sonetines |
just go sit anong the trees and

t hi nk.
MAGG E
You go in? How often?
ERI N
Once or twice a week. | don't go

very far. But there’s a river
that’s really nice to sit by.

Maggi e stares at Erin, shocked.

FLASHBACK TO

EXT. FOREST - RIVER - DAY

The images are pale, like a nenory.

Maggi e sits by the river, dangling her feet in the water.
Beyond a thick group of trees, Erin paddles in the river.
Both girls are unaware of the other.

BACK TO
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EXT. VILLAGE - ERIN' S GARDEN - CONTI NUQUS

Maggi e blinks in surprise.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
It’s totally safe! The trees get
too dense to go very far, anyway.

MAGG E
Are you not worried about the..

ERI N
(quietly)
W tches?
Maggi e nods.
ERI N ( CONT' D)
Honestly? Not really. |’'ve never
seen any signs of anyone being in
the forest. | imagine they haven’'t
| ast ed.

Maggi e cl enches her jaw.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
Plus, if they have, they’'re not
bot heri ng anyone. If they' re as
power ful as people say, they could
destroy our village at any nonent.
But they haven’t. So maybe they
aren’t, or they don’'t want to.
Ei ther way, |’ve got no quarre
with them

Erin shrugs and smles. Maggie forces a snmle.
MAGAE E

Have you ever spent the night in
the forest?

ERI N
What ?
MAGAE E
Li ke, been there after dark.
ERI N
No.
MAGAE E

Maybe you should try it. Tonight.
( CONTI NUED)
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ERI N
(1 aughi ng)
What ?
MAGG E
It could be fun. You... and Bell any
could just... spend the night in
the forest.
ERI N

Maggi e, is sonething wong?

Maggi e shakes her head, but stares straight at Erin as she
does.

MAGAE E
No. I'mfine.
(speaking slowly and
poi nt edl y)
| just think it mght be fun to
spend the night in the forest.

Erin | ooks at her closely.

ERI N
What’' s goi ng on?

Maggi e bites her lip and | ooks at the ground.
They both junp as Bel |l anmy crashes through the gate.
BELLAMY
(shouti ng)
Erin, are you - ?!
He stops when he notices them
BELLAMY ( CONT’ D)
Erin. Maggie. H . You need to cone
qui ck. We’ve just found the
wei rdest thing.
Erin and Maggi e | ook at each other in confusion, but foll ow
Bel | any out of the garden.
EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - DAY

When they arrive back, a small crowd has fornmed behind the
stage. Bellany | eads them over, and Maggi e exhal es, worri ed.

The crowd are chattering anongst thensel ves, standi ng around
one BOY (15) curiously.

( CONTI NUED)
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BELLAMY
Look.

He notions to the cromd to |l et Maggie and Erin through, and
Maggi e’ s face drops as she sees the Boy hol di ng her potions

bag.

ERI N
VWhat is it?

BELLAMY
Not sure.

BOY

But | ook i nsi de.

He opens up the bag, and Erin peers inside. Maggi e gl ances
in, and sees her bottles of potions. One has cracked and is

| eaki ng.

ERI N
Is it, like, medicine?

BOY
| don’t know.

ERI N
Can | have a | ook?

BOY
Sur e.

He passes the bag to Erin, who reaches in and pulls out the
cracked bottle. She taps her fingers into sonme of the potion
dri ppi ng out. The onl ooking crowd gasp.

ERI N
It tingles.

The group chatter interestedly.

ERI N ( CONT’ D)
| wonder what it's for.

Erin turns to Maggi e.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
What do you think?

Maggie is white as a sheet when Erin | ooks at her. She
forces a smle and feigns nonchal ance.
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MAGA E
No i dea.

Erin frowns at her, but | ooks back at the bottle. She sniffs
her fingers.

ERI N
There's | avender in this. And
chanom | e.

Maggi e wat ches her, eyes wi de and worri ed.
Erin | ooks up at the group and shrugs.

ERI N ( CONT’' D)
| think it’s sonmeone’s sl eeping
medi ci ne.

Maggi e breathes a sigh of relief through her nose, closing
her eyes.

Erin passes the bag back to the Boy, who | ooks a | ot |ess
ent husi astic about holding it now. The whole crowd tut and
si gh in disappoi ntnent.

The group di sperses, but the Boy | eaves while hol ding
Maggi e’ s bag. She wat ches him go nervously.

Erin | ooks are her carefully.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
Are you okay?

Maggi e forces a smle

MAGG E
Yes. Fi ne.

ERI N

(quietly)
You hadn’t seen that bag before,

had you?
Maggi e shakes her head.

MAGA E
No. Never.

ERI N

(brightly)
Did you want to head back to the
gar den?

Ckay
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MAGG E
| think I actually... have to go.

ERI N
Ch, okay. See you | ater?

MAGA E
Yes. See you | ater.

Maggi e begins to hurry away, before turning back.
MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
Thi nk about what | said, though.
About spending the night in the
forest?

Erin frowns, but nods.

ERI' N
Ckay.
Maggi e nods.
MAGA E
Ckay.

She hesitates for a nonent, before turning and rushi ng back
to the forest.

EXT. VILLAGE PATH - CONTI NUOUS

Maggi e di sappears into the trees.

Erin ducks out from behind a house in the distance, watching
her in bew | dernent. But, she turns and wal ks back to the
vil | age.

EXT. FOREST - | NTERI OR - DAY

Maggi e hurries through the trees, panting. She pushes past
branches in her way.

She bunps into Gselle, comng the other way.

G SELLE
Wher e have you been?

MAGA E
Somet hi ng has happened -
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G SELLE
| was | ooking for you -

MAGAE E
| didn't nean to -

G SELLE
| was worried about you -

MAGA E
But | didn't get there in time -

G SELLE
| didn’t know where you were -

MAGA E
They found ny bag.

Gselle falls silent, [ooking at Maggie in horror.

G SELLE
What ?
MAGA E
The one | forgot in the village.
G SELLE
What did they do?
MAGA E

They didn’t know what it was.
Maggi e shrugs and fakes a smle.
- MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
_(l'ying)
| think it’s okay.
G selle raises her eyebrows in disbelief.

She pauses, thinking.

G SELLE
We have to plant the potions.
MAGG E
What ?
G SELLE
Now. Before they realise what’s in
your bag.
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MAGA E
Gselle...

G SELLE
s this a joke to you? It’s because
of themyour clan is dead. It’s
because of them you have no one.
They haven’t changed. They never
do. No matter what it |ooks |ike.
They will always take everything
fromus. W have to act now, and
fast, or we’'re dead.

Maggi e swal | ows.
MAGA E

But, there are good people in that
village - Erinis -

G SELLE
Erin is collateral damage.
Maggi e gawks.
MAGA E
W don’t want to hurt them though.
G SELLE
Says who?

ooks Maggie in the eye, but she avoi ds her gaze.

Gselle |
G sell e softens, and pats Maggi e on the shoul der.

G SELLE ( CONT' D)
Maggi e. Listen to ne.
Maggi e slowy | ooks at G selle.
G SELLE ( CONT' D)
| f they found your potion bag, it’s
t hem or us.
Maggi e gives a tiny nod.

G SELLE ( CONT’ D)
W have to go, now.

G selle offers Maggi e her hand, and Maggi e takes it. They
hurry into the forest.
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EXT. VI LLAGE PATH - EVEN NG

Maggi e and G selle hurry down the path, laden with their
expl osi ve poti ons.

DARW N
Hang on!

Darwi n catches themup fromthe treeline.

DARW N ( CONT’ D)
This is dangerous stuff, Maggie.
Serious stuff. Don't do it if
you' ' re not sure about it.

MAGA E
| told you, it’s them or us.

DARW N
There’s no reason that you can’t go
honme, shut the door, and carry on
with your life.

MAGA E
This is ny life, Darwin. | can’t
just shut ny door and wait for it
to be over.

Darwi n sighs and falls behind, letting the wind carry him
hi gher .

EXT. VI LLAGE SQUARE - SOON AFTER

Maggi e and G sell e approach the village square carefully,
but pause when they see a huge crowd forned, and Roderick on
t he stage.

A few villagers carry lit torches.
Roderi ck hol ds Maggi e’ s potion bag al oft.
RODERI CK
Today, our village's children found
this, hidden underneath this very
st age.
He opens the bag and displays it to the crowd.

RODERI CK ( CONT’ D)
And what is inside? Magic potions.

The onl ookers gasp and j eer.
( CONTI NUED)
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Darwi n sl ow y approaches Maggi e from behi nd.

DARW N
Maggi e. Get out of here, now.

She doesn’t react, watching in horror.

RODERI CK
It is the day that we have feared
for many years, ny friends. The
W tches have returned.

The crowd shouts and boos. A few people cry out in horror.

RODERI CK ( CONT’ D)
We nust act, and we nust act fast.
If the Wtches have infiltrated our
village, then no one is safe. Qur
only hope is to burn that forest to
the ground and eradi cate every | ast
one of them

A few people start to clap, and nore people join in and
cheer.

Maggi e col | apses, but G selle catches her and pulls her back
onto her feet. She pulls Maggi e away and behi nd a house,
hol di ng her by the shoul ders. Darwi n perches on the roof
above them

They press thenselves into a wall as a group of peopl e pass
by, torches lit, heading towards the forest.

A SELLE
W have to get out of here.

MAGG E
There isn’'t anywhere to go.

G SELLE
Yes, there is.

G selle pulls Maggi e back into the square and they hurry
t hrough the di spersing crowd.

Erin, who is standing in the mddle of the square, spots
t hem

ERI N
(call'ing)
Maggi e!

G sel |l e speeds up. Maggi e | ooks around for Erin, but doesn’'t
see her, speeding up to match G selle’s pace.
( CONTI NUED)
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They pass a MAN (40) who frowns at them as they pass.

MAN
Hey!

Nei t her of themreact, and they carry on.

Darwin darts down fromthe sky, scratching at his face. The
Man yells and beats Darwin away, hitting himhard on the
head.

MAGG E
(whi speri ng)
Dar wi n!

G SELLE
(whi speri ng)
He'll be alright.

Darwin flies linply over the heads of a few people, before
catching hinself and making a wonky line for a nearby roof.

The Man | ooks around, spotting G selle and Maggi e once nore.

MAN
Hey! You two! Stop!

G selle and Maggi e break out into a sprint, pushing past
peopl e to get out of the square.

A few peopl e shout at them but the Man begins to give
chase.

MAN ( CONT' D)
Get back herel

He notions to the people around him

MAN ( CONT’ D)
It’s the Wtches!

Everyone di ssolves into uproar, many nore people now j oi ni ng
the chase. Maggie and G selle pass a few people who reach
out to grab them and they duck and dodge as they run

G selle closes her eyes and focuses. Maggi e gl ances at her

G SELLE
(whi speri ng)
Hel p us, pl ease.

G selle clenches her fists and raises her arnms as the w nd
whi ps up around them It pulls on Maggie' s hair to cover her
face, and she funbles with to get it out of her eyes.
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Behi nd them those giving chase are caught up into a snal
tornado, many raised off the ground and all at |east sl owed
down by the strength of the gal e agai nst them

Maggi e gl ances back and marvels at it, but drops a potion
fromher bag in the chaos. It lands on an enpty stretch of
ground, and flanes leap up to the sky. The vill agers yel
and turn to flee and Maggi e screans in shock.

G sell e grabs her hand and they dart into the shadows behind
t he houses, leaving the fire to burn.

EXT. VI LLAGE WOOD STORE - SOON AFTER

They sprint past the wood store. They don’t even gl ance at
it.

EXT. FOREST EDGE - CONTI NUOUS
G sel l e heads straight for the trees.

MAGA E
What are you doi ng? They’ re goi ng
to burn the forest down.

G SELLE
Trust ne. | know where |’ m goi ng.

Maggi e takes a deep breath, and follows G selle past the
stunps of the felled trees, into a new area of the forest.

EXT. FOREST - NEW AREA - N GHT

The trees are different in this area of the forest, and nore
sparse. The noonlight illum nates a rough path through the
trees that G selle | eads Maggi e t hrough.

Maggi e gasps in pain as a burn appears on her arm She
cradles it and sobs, |ooking back at the trees behind her,
but there is no evidence that they are being foll owed.

EXT. MOUNTAIN - BASE - N GHT

As the trees thin out, Gselle and Maggie find thensel ves at
t he base of a nountain.

There are sheer drops and there seens to be | arge chunks of
rock fromthe nmountain missing, with the interior sedinents
exposed. Large piles of rocks scatter the ground as far as
Maggi e can see.
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MAGA E
Your nount ai n?

G SELLE
Yeah.

G sell e picks her way over the debris and notions for Maggie
to follow, which she does.

They begin to scal e the nountain.

EXT. MOUNTAIN - HALFWAY UP - NI GHT

Maggi e struggl es to bal ance, gripping tightly onto rocky
edges for support. Gselle, on the other hand, hops up the
nmountain with ease, pausing to wait for Maggie to catch up.

Sone rocks slip out fromunder Maggie' s feet and she
stunbl es, but catches herself and hurries up towards
G sel l e.

G sell e puts out her hands, pointing her palns at the
surface of the nountain. She closes her eyes and breat hes
deeply, and the rock begins to nove, creating a door that
slides open with a crunch.

Maggi e stares in wonder as Gselle enters the inside of the
nmount ai n, before quickly follow ng.

I NT. MOUNTAI N CAVE - CONTI NUOUS

The cave is one |arge room furnished very simlarly to
Maggi e’ s cottage. A few makeshift beds sit anongst all sorts
of collected itens, but there is a large space in the centre
of the roomwth a clear space for a cauldron and fire.

G selle rests her bag down beside the door and kneels by the
firepit, resting her hands on the coals until they spark and
l'i ght.

Maggi e pl aces her bag next to Gselle’'s, slowy sitting
besi de her by the fire.

The door renai ns open, noonlight streamng in and |ighting
the room

MAGA E
So, we're done for.
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G SELLE
No. There’ s al ways sonet hing that
we can do.

MAGA E

What ? What can we do?
She | ooks at the fire mserably.

MAGGE E ( CONT’ D)
They’ re going to destroy ny hone.

G SELLE
When they tried to kill our
mount ai n, we thought there was
nothing we could do. Until we
created the rockslide.
Maggi e | ooks at G selle in surprise.

FLASHBACK TO

EXT. MOUNTAI N - BASE - DAY

A group of villagers use pickaxes to gouge rock fromthe
nountain. More villagers carry it away in wheel barrows.

| NT. / EXT. MOUNTAI N CAVE - CONTI NUOUS

G sell e and her clan gather, watching the humans m ne

One of the Wtches clutches their side, and blood is on
t heir clothing when they pull away.

The cl an | ook anpbngst each other and join hands.

EXT. MOUNTAI N - BASE - CONTI NUOUS

A runbling stops the mners, and they | ook up the nountain
to see a huge aval anche of rock. Mssive chunks of the
nmount ai n break away and crash down towards them

They sprint down the nountain, trying to junp out of the
path of the rockslide.

BACK TO



| NT. MOUNTAI N CAVE - CONTI NUOUS
G sel l e laughs dryly.
G SELLE ( CONT’ D)

They stopped mning pretty fast
after that.

There is a silence as Maggie looks into the fire.

MAGA E
Was anyone hurt? In the rockslide?

G selle frowns.

I NT. MOUNTAI N CAVE - CONTI NUOUS

G selle turns as another Wtch col |l apses.

60.

FLASHBACK TO

Sonmeone hol ds their head. Soneone stunbles and falls.
Soneone bundles up their skirt to staunch the bl eeding of a

sudden | arge cut.

G sell e | ooks across her clan and cries out.

I NT. MOUNTAI N CAVE - CONTI NUOUS

G SELLE
Yes.

Maggi e | owers her gaze.

MAGA E
That' s awf ul .

G selle stares at the fl anes.

G SELLE

VWhat the humans did to us is awful.

And so are they.
Maggi e purses her |ips.

Gselle sits still.

BACK TO

Maggi e gl ances around the cave, before |ooking back at

G sel |l e.
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MAGAE E
(quietly)
| don’t think they nmean it.
G sel l e | ooks at Maggi e, furious.

A SELLE
What ?

Maggi e shuffles away from G sell e, stammeri ng.

MAGAE E
It’s just that - you know, they do
a lot of good - a lot of themare
good - they don’t want to destroy
the - it’'s -

She flaps her hands desperately.
MAGGE E ( CONT’ D)
It’s not their fault they' re
scar ed.

G selle sits up on her knees.

A SELLE
You are joking.
MAGA E
Gselle, | think that we can help

them | think we can all work
t oget her, and -

G sell e stands, and Maggi e stunbles to her feet, backing out
the door, away fromGselle, as Gselle stornms towards her

G SELLE
Wrk together? To what? Kill the
| ast two Wtches left alive?

MAGG E
But | just -

G SELLE
They are burni ng down your hone as
we speak. They have no qual ns about
hurting me, or you, or anything or
anyone you care about.

MAGA E
That’ s not -

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 62.

G SELLE
And you want to try to nake
friends? Are you insane?

MAGAE E
Gselle -!
G SELLE
| don’t want to hear it. | thought

we were a clan. A famly. You were
my only hope. And it’s gone.

MAGA E
Pl ease, don’'t do this. W’ ve still
got each ot her!

G SELLE
| won’t rest until that village and
every last human in it is dust. If
you aren’t going to help ne, then

get out.

MAGA E
Gselle -

G SELLE
Get out!

G sell e reaches her arnms out behind her, before pushing
forward.

A huge gust of wi nd forces Maggi e backwards.

EXT. MOUNTAI N - HALFWAY UP - CONTI NUOUS

Maggi e slips and | oses her footing, sliding dow the

nount ai nsi de. She desperately grabs at the rocks around her,
but either |oses her grip or pulls them down with her.

G sel l e waves her hand again, and the cave door crashes
shut .

Maggi e cries out and tunbl es downwar ds.

EXT. MOUNTAI N - BASE - CONTI NUOUS
Maggi e conmes to rest and lies still for a nonent.

She coughs and sighs, sitting up and rubbing her head and
arns. She is covered in small cuts, bruises and injuries,
and wi nces as she touches them
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She gl ances back up the nountain, but it is obscured in the
dar kness.

St andi ng up, she dusts herself down, before stunbling back
into the forest.
EXT. FOREST - NEW AREA - N GHT

Maggi e pauses, holding onto a tree, as she catches her
br eat h.

Thunder echoes and the first raindrops fall through the
trees.

She sits down, | eaning against the tree trunk, and cl oses
her eyes.

The rain pours.

EXT. FOREST - NEW AREA - DAY
The rain has stopped.
Darwin flits through the trees, eyes scanning the ground.

He spots Maggie, who is still danp and asl eep agai nst the
tree trunk.

DARW N
Maggi e! Oh, Maggi e!

He darts down and | ands on her |ap, bouncing up and down and
gently poking at her armw th his beak.

Maggi e stirs, and frowns.

MAGA E
Dar wi n?

She blinks and | ooks at him

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
Dar wi n!

She hugs himtightly.
DARW N

(strained)
Too tight. Too tight.
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MAGGE E
Oh.

She | oosens the hug, but doesn’'t let go for another nonent.
When she does, she | ooks at himin wonder.

MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
| didn't knowif |I’d ever see you

agai n.

DARW N
Hey, I'mfine. Don't you worry
about ne.

He fluffs his w ngs.

There is a quiet, distant runbling that neither of them
noti ce.

MAGA E
The village... they were burning
down the forest...

Darw n sighs and | ooks down.

DARW N
|’ m sorry.

Maggi e frowns.

DARW N ( CONT’ D)
They found the house.

Maggi e gasps.

DARW N ( CONT’ D)
It... They destroyed it.

A tear rolls down Maggi e’ s cheek.
MAGA E
(whi speri ng)
And the trees?
DARW N
The rain put out the fire before it
spread too far, but...

Darwi n shakes hi s head.
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DARW N ( CONT’ D)
It’s all gone, Maggie.

Maggi e si ghs.

She and Darwin sit in silence. Rain drips fromthe | eaves
onto the forest fl oor.

Darwi n gl ances around.

DARW N ( CONT’ D)
What happened to G sel |l e?

Maggi e shakes her head and stands up, starting to wal k.
Darwi n hops after her.

MAGA E
You were right. She was bad news.

He flies up to perch on her shoul der.
She stops wal ki ng.

MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
What are we going to do?

They stand in the quiet forest. There is another runble,
| ouder this time, but they still don’t notice it.

Darwi n nuzzles his face into Maggie’'s hair.

DARW N
| don’t know, hon.

Maggi e si ghs agai n.
Anot her runbl e, much | ouder. The ground shakes.

MAGA E
Woah.

They | ook around.

MAGGE E ( CONT’ D)
VWhat was that?

Maggi e hops up and scal es a nearby tree, her head popping up
above the treeline.

She turns towards the nountain as she hears a m ghty
cracki ng sound.



66.

EXT. MOUNTAI'N - VI EW FROM DI STANCE - CONTI NUOUS

The rock on the top of the nountain splits, a few | arge
boul ders tunbling down the nountain.

It splits further down, a huge crack form ng as anot her
deaf eni ng crack echoes across the treetops.

Wat er bursts out fromthe crack, soaking the nearby rocks
and trees.

EXT. FOREST - NEW AREA - CONTI NUQUS
Maggi e gasps.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
lt'’s Gselle.

DARW N
VWhat ?

MAGA E
It'’s her last stand. Her | ast
chance to destroy the village.

DARW N
What is she doing?

MAGA E
She’s going to flood them And take
the nmountain down with her.

Maggi e drops back down onto the forest floor, |anding softly
and i mmedi ately sprinting away.

Darwi n chases after her.

DARW N
Where are you goi ng?

MAGG E
|”ve got to warn themn

DARW N
You're not going to nake it! W
have to get out of the way!

Darwin tries to tug at Maggie with his claws, but she
refuses to divert her path.

( CONTI NUED)
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MAGA E
No! I have to help them

There is another crack fromthe nountain, and Maggi e hears
anot her stream of water bursting out.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
Cone on!

She races through the trees, but is soon gasping.

MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
Hel p ne!

As she runs, the wi nd whi ps up around her.

Still running, she is lifted off the ground by the air.

EXT. ABOVE THE FOREST - CONTI NOUS

She flies up above the trees, zoom ng towards the vill age.
Darwin is struggling to keep up with her.

The nmountain continues to runble.

DARW N
Maggi e!

Maggi e | ooks around her and | aughs i ncredul ously.

MAGAE E
Darw n! Look!
She is still running through the air as she approaches the
vil | age.

EXT. VI LLAGE SQUARE - CONTI NUOUS

The villagers in the square see Maggi e flying above them and
call the other villagers out of their houses.

Soon the whole village is gathered, Roderick at the front of
t he crowd.

Maggi e | ands neatly on the stage, panting.
MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
Listen to ne! There’'s a -

( CONTI NUED)
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RODERI CK
Wt ch!

The crowd yell and jeer as Roderick and three other nen
restrain Maggie.

Darwin catches up in tinme to peck at their hands and faces,
but one of the nmen grabs him pinning his wings to his
si des.

MAGA E
Pl ease! Your village is in danger!

O her people in the crowd pass the nen ropes and strips of
fabric, which they use to tie Maggie to the wooden fram ng
of the stage.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
You have to listen to nel!

RODERI CK
Silence, Wtch! Wiile we figure out
what to do with you

Roderick turns to the crowd.

RODERI CK ( CONT’ D)
Vel | ?

The crowd scream and shout, only a few voi ces audi bl e
anongst the chaos.

CROAD
Kill her! Lock her up!

Maggi e tries to scream over the noise, but her voice is
| ost.

MAGA E
(barely audi bl e)
The nmountain is going to break! A
flood is comng! Your village is
going to be w ped out!

Maggi e | ooks out over the crowd in desperation.
She sees Erin, waving her arns at the back of the crowd.

ERI N
Maggi e!

( CONTI NUED)
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MAGA E
Erinl!

Bel | any appears next to Erin, and the two of themtry to
push their way through the crowd, but it is too dense.

MAGG E ( CONT’ D)
Bel | anmy! You need to get everyone
out!
They don’t hear Maggi e.
Darwin i s squawki ng and wiggling, but to no avail.
Maggi e pulls on her bindings.

MAGGE E ( CONT’ D)
Pl ease!

The crowd dies down as Roderick turns back to Maggie.

RODERI CK
Well, Wtch... It seens that your
time terrorising this village is at
its end.

MAGA E

Stop this, please. Listen to ne.
That nountain is going to -

The ground shakes and a few people in the crowd fall over,

many stunbling to catch thenselves fromfalling. Maggie is
flung forward, caught by her bindings, as Roderick staggers.

EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE / MOUNTAIN - VI EW FROM DI STANCE -

CONTI NUQUS

The nmountain gives an alm ghty crunch, and splits in two.
The villagers and Maggie stare at it in horror as huge waves
of water explode out fromit, flattening the nearby trees
and heading straight for the village.

EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - CONTI NUQUS

A few people scream and the crowd i nmedi ately drop
everything and sprint in the direction of the hill in the

f orest.

Roderi ck shouts over the noise, but joins themas they flee.

( CONTI NUED)
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RODERI CK
Everyone, stay calnm Move as fast
as you can!

The three nen around Maggi e abandon her, disappearing into
t he group. The one hol ding Darwin drops himon the ground.

Darwin flies over to Maggi e and grabs hold of her bindings,
trying to pry themapart with his claws and beak as Maggi e
struggl es.

DARW N
|’ ve got you, Maggie.

MAGG E
It’s too tight. Just go.

ERI'N
Maggi e!

Maggi e and Darwin | ook up to see Erin forcing her way

t hrough the crowd going the other way. She finally breaks
free of the people and sprints over to Maggie, straining to
undo her bi ndi ngs.

MAGA E
Erin. Just go. Please.

ERI' N
|”ve nearly got it.

Wth a gasp, Erin pulls on the knot and undoes it, dropping
the rope to the floor.

She snat ches Maggi e’s hand and drags her away. The two of
themrace to catch up to the village, Darwi n soaring above
t hem

EXT. VILLAGE PATH - CONTI NUOUS

Maggi e gl ances behind them and sees the incom ng wave.

MAGA E
W're not going to nmake it.

ERI N
Yes, we are!

Bel  any enmerges fromthe forest treeline. Some of the trees
are bl ack and burnt.

( CONTI NUED)
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BELLAMY
Erin! Maggi e!

He races back towards them
Maggi e pushes Erin forward towards him

MAGGE E
Go!

Maggi e notions to Darwin to keep flying, and he does, but
gl ances down at her worriedly.

ERI N
Maggi e -

MAGG E
Go! Quickly! Go!

Erin sprints to Bellany, and they di sappear back into the
trees.

Maggi e turns to face the wave, which is taller than a few
houses on top of each other and storm ng towards her.

She takes a breath.

The wave casts a shadow over her as it approaches.

EXT. FOREST - OUTSKI RTS - CONTI NUOUS

Erin, Bellany and Darwin hurry through the trees wordl essly.

EXT. VI LLAGE PATH - CONTI NUOUS
Maggi e cl oses her eyes.
The sounds around her dim
MAGA E
(whi speri ng)
Hel p ne.
She opens her eyes.

The wave | oons over her.

She drops to her knees, punching her hands down into the
gr ound.

In an instant, the ground she is standing on soars into the
sky, creating a cliff at the edge of the forest.
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EXT. FOREST - OUTSKI RTS - CONTI NUOUS

Erin, Bellamy, and the villagers around them stunble and
fall as the ground noves underneath them

Erin closes her eyes and braces herself.

EXT. VI LLAGE PATH CLI FF - CONTI NUOUS

The wave smashes into the newcliff with a | oud bang, and a
tower of water rises over Maggie and the forest behind her.

It crashes down, soaking everything.

Maggie is forced to her knees by the weight of the water.

EXT. FOREST - OUTSKI RTS - CONTI NUOUS

Erin, Bellany, Darwin and the villagers are soaked as the
wat er crashes through the trees.

They | ook at one another and slowy stand.

They | augh and cl ap, cel ebrati ng.

EXT. VILLAGE PATH CLI FF - CONTI NUOUS
Dri ppi ng wet, Maggie gasps for air

She recovers, and then | ooks out at the | ake of water where
the village once was.

She | ooks behind her at the trees, and sees themstil
st andi ng.

She grins, and breathes deeply.

MAGG E
On!

She clutches her hands to her chest, still breathing
heavi ly.

Erin energes fromthe treeline. Darwin hops after her,
shaki ng the water off his wings. Bellany follows him

Erin runs to Maggie and throws her arnms around her.

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI N
You did it!

Maggi e nods and | aughs.

Bel | any hugs them bot h.

Darwi n hops up onto Maggi e’ s shoul der.

The villagers enmerge fromthe forest and warily approach.
Erin steps in front of Maggi e defensively.

A few people begin to clap, and it evolves into the whole
crowd appl audi ng and cheering, a few voi ces audi bl e above

t he noi se.

CROND
Thank you! Thank you for saving us!

Maggi e titters in disbelief, smling at the crowd.
The Boy steps forward, regardi ng Maggi e.

BOY
You're a Wtch?

MAGG E
Yes.

The Man joins him

MAN
But you saved us.

Maggi e sm | es.

MAGGE E
Yes.

MAN
Wy ?

MAGAE E
Because. ..

Maggi e | ooks around, |ost for words.

MAGGE E ( CONT' D)
Because... you’'re worth saving.

The crowd nmurnur. Sonme watch Maggie warily, but nost beam at
her .

( CONTI NUED)
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RODERI CK (0. S.)
No!

Roderick pushes to the front of the crowd and storns over to
Maggi e. He addresses the crowd.

RODERI CK ( CONT’ D)
The Wtches are evil! They w |
stop at nothing until we are al
dead! This is a trick! Aliel She
will not rest until we are all six
feet under the ground!

Erin steps forward to confront him

ERI N
Gve it a rest! Mggie is good, and
kind, and risked her life to warn
us that we were in danger. And
risked it again to save us all from
dr owni ng!

Erin steps forward as she spreaks, forcing Roderick to step
back. Wthout either of themnoticing, they are on the edge
of the cliff.
ERI N ( CONT' D)

She has done our village a | ot nore

good than you have and this is how

you repay her? Get over yourself!
Roderi ck takes another step back and wobbl es.

MAGA E
Wat ch out!

He tunbl es backwards, splashing into the water behind him
The crowd gasps.

Roderi ck’s head breaks through the surface of the water, and
he splutters, treading water.

A few people begin to chuckle, and soon the crowd is
| aughi ng.

Maggi e gi ggl es.

Roderick pulls hinself out of the water and wal ks shanmeful |y
to the back of the crowd wi thout glancing at Maggie or Erin.

Erin turns to Maggie.

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI' N
Thank you.

Maggi e grins. Erin beans.
They hug agai n.
Bel  any | ooks around at the villagers and sighs.
BELLAMY
W' re going to have to figure out
somewhere to stay for the night.
And maybe the night after that.

Maggi e crosses to the treeline, running her hands al ong the
burnt branches.

She sighs, and steps into the forest.

The villagers watch her go.

EXT. FOREST - CLEARI NG - DAY
Maggi e gasps as she steps into the clearing.

Her cottage is conpletely destroyed, the building burned and
her bel ongi ngs broken.

Darwi n perches on a high branch and | ets her | ook al one.

She picks through a few bits, but gives up after not too
| ong.

She sits down and sighs, |ooking over everything.

ERI' N
|’ m sorry.

Erin sits down beside her, watching her.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
|"mreally sorry.

Maggi e nods, a tear rolling down her cheek.

ERI N ( CONT' D)
Can you just magic it all back?

Maggi e | aughs quietly.

( CONTI NUED)
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MAGA E
| don't think it works |ike that.

They sit in silence, surveying the damage.
Erin turns around, and frowns.

ERI' N
Were those trees always like that?

Maggi e | ooks over.

A new group of trees have appeared. They are bent over,
creating a |l arge den. Branches and | eaves are shed across
the floor.

Darwin flies inside and settles down on the fl oor.

Maggi e smles, and | ooks around at the trees with
tear-filled eyes.

MAGA E
They’ ve al ways got ny back.

EXT. VI LLAGE PATH CLI FF - EVEN NG

Bel l any and the villagers have gathered around a fire.
Roderick is sitting near the back, his jacket w apped
tightly around his body.

They all fall silent as Maggie and Erin energe fromthe
trees.

Bel [ any st ands.

BELLAMY
Maggi e. .

MAGA E
There's a clearing in the forest.
Enough space for a few people to
sleep. If you re happy to take it
in turns, and you respect the
trees, you're welcone to stay.

The villagers stare at her in amazenent, and Maggi e notions
at themto go.

They junp up and hurry into the trees, Erin |eading the way.

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI N
It’s through here - be careful...

Maggi e wat ches them go, and turns back to the | ake.

The water is still and quiet.

She sits by the water’s edge and | ooks across to the
nmount ai n, whi ch now | ooks rather nore |ike two nountains
with the huge crack down the m ddl e.

G SELLE
Wy ?

Maggi e junps, and turns to see G selle sat next to her, |egs
dangling in the water.

G sell e | ooks at her curiously.

G SELLE ( CONT' D)
Why t hem and not ne?

Maggi e si ghs.
MAGA E
You made nme choose. | didn't want
to.
G SELLE

But why t henf?

MAGA E
They can change.

She t hi nks.

MAGGA E ( CONT’ D)
Anyone can change.

G sell e nods, and | ooks out over the water.

G SELLE
| hope you're not |onely.

Maggi e studies Gselle s face.

MAGG E
| hope you're not |onely.

G selle snm|es.
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G SELLE
Good | uck.

MAGA E
You t oo.

G SELLE
Thank you.

G sel l e pushes herself forward and subnerges herself in the
wat er .

When Maggi e | ooks, she has di sappeared.

Maggi e sits still, and | ooks out across the surface of the
wat er .

EXT. NEW VI LLAGE PATH CLI FF - DAY
Wiile it is the sane area, it |ooks conpletely different.

Many of the trees are gone to nake room for sonme nodest
bui I di ngs that back directly onto the dense forest.

A small village square is the central hub of stalls and
soci al i si ng.

The water is clear and the nountain still in two.

A dar k- haired young boy OZZIE (7), the spitting i mage of
Bel | anmy, bounces out a front door. He runs into the square
to his friends.

He is followed by the now grey OLD ERIN (70), who shuts the
door behind her.

OLD ERIN
Be careful, QOzzie! What woul d your
mum say if | brought you back to
her with sticks in your hair again?

Ozzi e barely gl ances back at her, too busy hurryi ng away
with his friends.

azZI E
I will!

A d Erin watches himgo and smles, before wandering into
the forest.
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EXT. NEW FOREST - | NTERI OR PATH - DAY
There is a clearly marked path through the forest, and it is

well -treaded. A d Erin passes a few people and sm | es her
hel | os.

EXT. NEW FOREST - CLEARI NG - CONTI NUQUS
She reaches the clearing and beans.

Maggi e’ s cottage is rebuilt where the den grew, and is mnuch
cosier, brighter, and warmer. The building itself is neater,
showi ng cl ear signs of workmanshi p.

The cottage is surrounded by colourful flowers and deep
green herbs. Snoke puffs out the chimey, while a caul dron
simers gently over the outdoor fire.

A silvery grey OLD DARWN perches on one of the w ndowsills.

OLD MAGGE E (50) is stood in her doorway, handing a bottle of
potion to a woman who passes O d Erin as she | eaves.

A d Maggie spots AOd Erin and grins.

OLD ERIN
How do you continue to age so much
nore gracefully than nme?

OLD MAGA E
Time is funny in the forest.

They wal k to neet each other and enbrace.

OLD MAGGE E (CONT' D)
Are you picking anything up?

OLD ERIN
Nope, just saying hello.
OLD MAGA E
Walk with me, then. | was going to

go visit the | ake.

They set off, O d Darwi n soaring after them
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EXT. LAKE EDGE - SUNSET

Od Maggie, Add Erin and Od Darwin sit on a fallen tree,
| ooki ng out over the water. They can see the village in the
di st ance.

OLD ERI'N
Do you ever regret it? Choosing us
over her?

O.D MAGA E
| didn’t choose you. You chose ne.

A d Maggie smles.

OLD MAGG E ( CONT' D)
And |’ m gl ad you did.

They both sm|le at each other, and watch the sun set between
t he two nount ai ns.



