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Appendix I  

Catalogue of Figural Carving Preserved on Viking-age Stone Crossesin the 

Northern Danelaw 

 

 

 

This appendix contains descriptions of 107 cross-shafts or fragments that were 

produced between the late ninth and late tenth centuries and display complete, or near-

complete, figural carving, where at least two thirds of the figure survives. It includes 

material from the modern counties of Durham, Northumberland, Cumbria, Yorkshire, 

Lancashire and Cheshire, as they correspond to the late ninth- to tenth-century areas of 

Scandinavian settlement known as the óNorthern Danelawô. The purpose of collecting 

this material into a single corpus is (i) to demonstrate the full range of monuments 

from which the case studies under discussion in the thesis were selected and (ii), to 

provide detailed descriptions of them in order to avoid detracting from the discussion 

of the monuments in the text of the thesis. Each monument is listed alphabetically 

according to the site from which it was recovered, and is assigned a number charting 

its position within the appendix, thus: I.1, I.2, I.3, etc. Where a second number follows 

the name of the site (e.g., I.27 Dacre 2), this designates the number assigned by the 

Corpus of Anglo-Saxon Stone Sculpture, which is the number cited in the scholarship 

and here in the thesis discussion to avoid confusion. All terminology used to denote 

specific non-figural motifs corresponds to that established within the Grammar of 

Anglo-Saxon Ornament (1984). The size of the corpus presented here underscores the 

vast number of cross-shafts/fragments displaying figural carvings, which is further 

supplemented by Table 1; this indicates the number of late ninth- to late tenth-century 

cross-shafts/fragments displaying material deemed too fragmentary for inclusion here, 

as well as the number of other sculptural monuments (of any type) that display figural 

carving, whether complete or fragmentary. The totals provided in Table 1 also include 

those monuments where the surface of the carving is so worn that it is illegible without 

the aid of earlier antiquarian drawings.  

 

 

 
TABLE 1  

COUNTY NUMBER OF CROSS-

SHAFTS/FRAGMENTS 

WITH FRAGMENTARY 

FIGURAL CARVING 

NUMBER OF OTHER 

MONUMENTS/FRAGMENTS (OF 

ANY MONUMENT TYPE) WITH 

FIGURAL CARVING (COMPLETE 

AND FRAGMENTARY) 

Durham 12 3 

Northumberland 1 2 

Cumberland, 

Westmorland 

3 8 

Lancashire 2 3 

Cheshire 2 0 

North Yorkshire 12 3 

York and East 

Yorkshire 

11 6 

Western 

Yorkshire 

10 2 
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I.1. Addingham 1, West Yorkshire 

 

Remains of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Inside the church of St Peter, 

Addingham, West Yorkshire. 

 

Date: Late ninth to early tenth century.  

 

Condition: Broken away at top; carving in generally 

good condition, with exception of C, which is worn and 

concealed in its present setting. 

 

Description: A: Below the break at the top a narrow, 

horizontal two-strand twist is situated above an inverted 

triangle. The triangle is surrounded by a garland 

composed of two double-stranded twists, which meet at 

its apex. Below this is a cross with a central ring, its 

arms joined by another ring. Beneath the ringed cross, 

two human figures stand facing each other, gazing up at 

the cross. That on the left raises his right arm to the 

cross, while the left arm is raised in front of his body. 

The figure on the right raises his left arm to the cross; 

his right arm is not visible.  

 

B: Contained within the plain edge-moulding is a three-stranded interlace twist, which 

fills the length of the panel. 

 

C: This face is worn, but the remainder of a horizontal twist can be seen at the top of the 

shaft. Below in the centre of the shaft are three roundels; those at the top and bottom 

appear to have elements springing from them.  

 

D: Filled with a three-strand twist.  

 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 
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I.2. Alnmouth 1, Northumberland 

 

 

Remains of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Great Northern Museum, Newcastle-

upon-Tyne, Northumberland, acc. no. NEWMA : 

1958.8.N. Acquired from the Society of Antiquaries of 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, to whom it was donated by the 

Duke of Northumberland, from his collection at Alnwick 

Castle. 

 

Date: Late ninth to early tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary; reassembled from two pieces, 

broken off above and below; carving in low relief and worn 

in some areas. 

 

Description: A: At the top is a band with an inscription in 

Anglian capitals reading [-V-]. Below the inscription is a central figure on a cross. The 

base of the cross is decorated with two registers of pattern C interlace1 at the top, and 

three registers of pattern A inside the bottom, while the upper segment lacks any 

decoration. The upper portion of the crucified figureôs body is damaged, but the head is 

surrounded by a plain, dished nimbus. The figure stands on a suppedaneum above the 

base of the cross, indicated by a horizontal incised mark below his legs. There are 

spherical forms to the right and left of the figureôs head. Below the arms of the cross are 

two standing profile figures both facing right, indicated by the orientation of their feet, 

with that on the left facing the cross, and that on the right facing away from it. Their 

torsos are mostly obscured by damage to the stone; however, enough remains to see that 

both wore short garments. Below, a second pair of profile figures stand facing the cross 

and look up at the figure upon it. Both wear knee-length tunics and grasp long poles. 

 
1 Interlace types are those defined by the Corpus of Anglo-Saxon Stone Sculpture (Cramp, 1984).  

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 
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The figure on the left looks upward, and a conical form protrudes from his face, probably 

representing a beard. The head of the figure on the right has been lost to weathering.   

 

B: The panels on this face are divided by a thin, plain moulding. At the top is a single 

register of pattern C interlace with outer strands. Below is a fragmentary inscription, 

composed of the Anglian capitals, [S]AVé It is followed by two registers of interlace 

in turned pattern A. Under this section is a second inscription reading [.A]DV LFESD. 

The bottom is composed of the remains of a fragmentary key pattern surrounded by a 

narrow moulding.  

 

C: The upper panel is composed of closed-circuit interlace pattern of sixteen strands in 

pattern F, with terminals in a combination of E and F pattern loops. Two of the four 

registers survive. This panel is separated from that below it by an inscription on a flat 

band, written in Old English using Anglian capitals and runes, which reads 

M[Y]REDaH . MEH . wO. The interlace pattern below consists of two full registers of 

twelve strand turned pattern A, crossed by a diagonal.  

 

D: The uppermost section is plain, but followed by a key pattern with a flat band-

moulding. The third panel is also plain, while the fourth and fifth were composed of 

interlace in turned pattern A, though only the fourth survives complete. 
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I.3. Aycliffe 1, County Durham 

 

Lower part of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Inside the church of St Andrew, 

Aycliffe, County Durham.  

 

Date: Last quarter of tenth to first quarter of 

eleventh century. 

 

Condition: Broken away at the top and weathered. 

 

Description: A: A grooved horizontal moulding 

encloses four panels. The uppermost contains two 

confronting creatures with curved beaks and long 

double-incised necks, which contain pelleted 

ornament. The second panel contains three frontal 

figures in identical poses, with their arms across 

their chests and their feet turned slightly to the right. 

Each figure wears a long tunic secured by a belt, and 

each of their heads are surmounted by haloes, which 

are joined at the ends. The third panel below 

contains eight-strand plain plait. In the lowermost 

panel is a Crucifixion scene, with the lateral arms of 

the cross reaching the edges of the panel. Above the 

left lateral arm the moon is shown as a crescent with 

a face, while above the right lateral arm the sun is 

represented by a roundel with a centrally-placed 

face. The arms of the crucified figure are held 

horizontally in a straight line and reach almost to the 

edges of the panel, and the figure wears a short 

tunic. The figureôs head is turned slightly to the left and features short hair and a possible 

beard. Below the lateral arms of the cross to either side is a single crouching profile 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 
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figure, holding a spear. Both figures appear to be bearded, but no details of their 

garments survive.  

 

B: The lower two thirds of this face have been chiselled away. At the top, two panels 

surrounded by an outer flat-band and inner roll moulding survive. The upper contains 

two registers of split plait connected by two circuiting strands. The lower contains three 

complete registers of pattern B and the beginning of a fourth.  

 

C: This face comprises four panels delineated by flat horizontal bands. In the uppermost 

panel, two frontal figures are shown wearing long garments with flared, pleated skirts 

indicated by incised lines. Both figures stand with their feet turned outwards and may 

have been haloed. Each holds a Latin cross in both hands. Below, two more frontal 

figures are shown with rectilinear shoulders and arms, and each wears a long garment. 

Both figures are nimbed, and their haloes are twisted and joined at the ends. Each figure 

grasps an object in each hand, with that on the left holding a floral cross in his right hand 

and a book in his left. The figure on the right holds the same objects, but in the opposite 

hands. In the third panel, three frontal figures are shown wearing long garments with 

flared, pleated skirts indicated by incised lines, though only the lower left corners of the 

right-hand figureôs garment remain. Like the figures above, they have rectilinear 

shoulders and arms, but each of these figures holds a book in both upturned hands. The 

fourth panel comprises four-strand plain plait.  

 

D: Three panels are delineated by grooved horizontal mouldings. At the top, a partial 

panel of eight-strand plain plait survives. Below, an inverted crucified figure is shown 

frontally, the outstretched arms terminating in very large hands. The figure wears a 

knee-length garment with a pleated skirt, indicated by incised lines. The lowermost 

panel contains two S-shaped ribbon beasts with double-outlined bodies indicated by 

incised lines. One front leg of each beast is raised, and each has one back leg that passes 

through the mouth of the other beast. Their ear extensions cross over and under their 

bodies and twist between the beasts to merge and become the tail extension of the 

opposing beast.  
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I.4. Aycliffe 3, County Durham 

 

Lower part of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Built into south wall of chancel inside the 

church of St Andrew, Aycliffe, County Durham.  

 

Date: Late tenth to early eleventh century. 

 

Condition: Broken away above and below; only one face 

visible. 

 

Description: A: Two panels are surrounded by a flat band-

moulding. In the upper panel, the torsos and legs of two 

frontal figures are visible. Their heads have been broken 

away, but the figures appear to have had rectilinear 

shoulders and arms, indicated by the right angle of their outer elbows. The figures clasp 

their hands in front of them and wear knee-length pleated garments, indicated by incised 

lines. The lower panel contains two nimbed frontal figures, whose haloes are joined in 

the centre. Their heads are wedge-shaped and have lightly incised features. The figuresô 

shoulders are joined and they share an arm. The left-hand figure possibly holds a book, 

while that on the right clasps his hands in front of him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 
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I.5. Aycliffe 7, County Durham 

 

Cross-shaft fragment. 

 

Present Location: Inside the church of St 

Andrew, Aycliffe, County Durham.  

 

Date: Late tenth to early eleventh 

century. 

 

Condition: Broken away above and 

below; worn and damaged. 

 

Description: A: Two partial panels are 

separated by a flat-band moulding. The 

upper panel shows only the remains of 

two feet, outwardly turned. In the lower 

panel two frontal figures are shown with 

possible remains of a third. The figures 

hold books in their upturned hands, and 

their heads are surrounded by cowl-like haloes. Both wear knee-length tunics with 

pleats.  

 

B: Broken.  

 

C:  One panel delineated by a narrow flat-band moulding contains ring-twist, with part 

of a plain, broad band at the base. The right-hand side has been partly hollowed for a 

secondary socket. 

 

D: This face contains the remains of three registers of simple pattern D.  

 

 

 

 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 
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I.6. Aycliffe 9, County Durham 

 

Cross-arm. 

 

Present Location: Inside the 

church of St Andrew, Aycliffe, 

County Durham.  

 

Date: Late tenth to early eleventh 

century. 

 

Condition: Worn and damaged. 

 

Description: A: Two frontal 

figures are shown within a wide 

flat-band moulding. Their heads 

are surrounded by cowl-like 

haloes, and they wear knee-

length tunics whose corners 

touch. Their shoulders and upper 

arms also touch, but are delineated by incised lines. The figure on the left appears to 

hold its left arm in front of the body, possibly clutching an object; the torso of that on 

the right is too worn to recover any further details. 

 

B: A narrow grooved moulding contains a four-strand plain plait.  

 

C:  Within a wide flat-band moulding, a bird with curved, splayed wings is shown 

frontally, perched on a horizontal object with two vertical protrusions below. The bird 

turns its head to the right, and it possibly holds a fruit or flower within its beak.  

 

D: A wide flat-band moulding contains two closed circuit loops.  

 

 

 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 
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I.7. Baldersby 1, North Yorkshire 

 

 

Remains of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location:  The Museum, 

Charterhouse, Godalming, Surrey. 

Acquired from Baldersby, North 

Yorkshire. 

 

Date: First half of tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken above 

and below; chipped and slightly 

weathered. 

 

Description: A: The tapered upper 

panel contains boxed point-terminals within a plain modelled moulding that separates it 

from the panel below. The lower panel contains a profile mounted figure, facing left and 

carrying a lance or spear, which extends diagonally behind his shoulders. The horse is 

in motion, and stands behind a rectangular object on a diagonal plane that does not 

parallel the weapon.  

 

B: This face consists of a modelled edge-moulding that surrounds a panel containing a 

four-cord plait interlace pattern in five registers.  

 

C: The uper panel contains boxed point-terminals above a plain moulding, analogous to 

those of A. The panel below contains two standing profile figures, within a plain 

modelled moulding. On the left a rotund figure confronts the figure on the right, and 

wears a long robe with broad sleeves, and conical headear. The figure on the right wears 

a knee-length kirtle and reaches toward the figure on the left with his right hand. In his 

left, he holds a broad sword, whose blade points up over his shoulder.  

 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 



282 
 

D: This face contains an interlace pattern of S-twist or Como-braid within a modelled 

edge moudling.  
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I.8. Barwick-in-Elmet 2, West Yorkshire  

 

Remains of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Inside the church of All 

Saints, Barwick in Elmet, West 

Yorkshire. 

 

Date: Tenth century 

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken away at 

top; carving is generally worn. 

 

Description: A: The lower portion has 

been left uncarved. In the upper portion a 

group of three frontal figures stands 

before a decorative ground. The ornament 

surrounding them includes fragments of 

irregular interlace to the left of the 

figures, and above them at the right. To the lower right of the figures is a plant compsed 

of a central stem, with two groups of four scrolled stems or leaves. The central figure of 

the group is roughly double the height of the two flanking figures and rests his hands on 

the heads of these diminutive figures. They each stand with one arm crossed in front of 

their bodies and the opposite hand touching the central figureôs legs.  

 

B: As on A, the lower portion has been left undecorated. Above is a simple pattern E 

Stafford Knot, situated below a strand that curls into a tight scroll.  

 

C: The lower portion has likewiwse been left uncarved, but the remainder of this face is 

decorated with a twist on the left side of the panel. Adjacent to the twist are three volutes, 

with a fourth to the right of the uppermost. Below the fourth volute is a small, distorted 

plant-scroll with a triple-lobed leaf. At the bottom right of this panel is a small 

quadruped beast with open jaws, facing left.  

 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 



284 
 

D: Damaged. 
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I.9. Bilton in Ainsty 1, West Yorkshire 

 

Cross-head. 

 

Present Location: Inside the church of St Helen, Bilton 

in Ainsty, West Yorkshire. 

 

Date: Early tenth century, after c. 920.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken away below; carving in 

generally good condition, but with some wear. 

 

Description: A: The right side of the ring encircling the 

cross-arms is mostly damaged; however, the lower right 

section is carved with a type 1 step pattern, while the 

upper left is decorated with a type 2 meander pattern. The 

lower left is decorated with a key pattern. A plain 

moulding encloses the cross-arms,  which  each contain 

a standing frontal figure with arms raised at a right angle. 

The four figures each clasp the hands of those adjacent, 

and their upraised arms are positioned such that they 

frame the central boss of the cross-head. Below the cross-

head, the top of the shaft survives and shows a possible 

animal contained within a plain border.  

 

B: The side of the ring has two cable mouldings, and the 

end of the arm contains a single register of interlace 

pattern B.  

 

C: (Not shown.) Damaged.  

 

D: The decoration of the ring is identical to that on B. There is a single register of simple 

pattern E interlace at the end of the arm.  

 

 

A 

 

B 

 

D 
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I.10. Bilton in Ainsty 2, West Yorkshire 

 

Remains of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Inside the 

church of St Helen, Bilton in 

Ainsty, West Yorkshire.  

 

Date: Tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, 

broken above; carving 

damaged on all faces.  

 

Description: A: Below the break at the top a plain moulding surrounds a double-stranded 

plait, probably composed of six strands. A possible horizontal cabled divider separates 

this panel from the central panel below, which contains two frontal standing human 

figures. That on the left holds an oblong object in his right hand, and wears a shrot 

garment with a round object in the centre of his chest. He rests his left hand on the 

shoulder of the figure on the right, who wears a long robe with a draped collar. A feature 

composed of two cirlces connected by two lines is incised on this figureôs garment. The 

figureôs hands are not visible. There may be a pointed object between the two figures, 

though it is unclear. Below the figures is a distorted key pattern.  

 

B: On the right a cable moulding is partially visible. The upper portion of this face is 

filled with interlace composed of loose strands, with one bifurcating strand and two 

loose strands which terminate in feet, possibly indicating that an animal was 

interwtiwned in the interlace. This feature is undivided from the basket-plait interlace 

pattern below. 

 

C: The remaining portion of the upper panel contains the lower half of a frontal figure 

whose body is intersected by a horizontal bar, which connects to a loose scroll on the 

left, and an illegible form on the right. The upper panel is separated from the lower by 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 
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a deeply incised line; this panel contains a double-stranded basket plait, possibly 

composed of four cords.  

 

D: The upper portion is damaged; the lower features a standing profile figure on the 

right side who appears to offer an object to another figure or object on the left. The 

figure stands over a feature formed by a vertical bar, which is crossed by a horizontal 

bar that curves upwards at the ends. Below this object, and to the figureôs lower left, is 

an incised step pattern. 
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I.11. Bilton in Ainsty 3, West Yorkshire 

 

 

Remains of cross-shaft.  

 

Present Location: Inside the church of St Helen, 

Bilton in Ainsty, West Yorkshire. 

 

Date: Tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken away at the  

top; carving is generally worn. 

 

Description: A: The lower portion has been left 

uncarved. Above this, a panel contains three frontal 

human figures. That on the left raises his right arm 

at a right angle to touch his head, and with his left 

hand, grasps the central figureôs right hand. The cetnral figure raises both arms and 

grasps the hands of the flanking figures. The figure on the right is missing his left arm, 

but holds the hand of the central figure with his right. All three figures wear a short kirtle 

with a double incised line, possibly representing a belt.  

 

B: B is worn, but retains traces of a plait.  

 

C: Contains an eight-strand basket plait, beneath five inverted triangle-shaped features.  

 

D: Worn.  
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I.12. Bothal 2, Northumberland 

 

Part of cross-shaft.  

 

Present Location: Great North Museum, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, inv. no. 1956.204 A. 

 

Date: Late tenth to early eleventh century.  

 

Condition: Slight damage, broken away 

above, below and at lower right side. 

 

Description: A: A plain roll moulding 

surrounds this face. The lower half of the 

stone has been cut back to accommodate the 

outline of a frontal figure, standing with 

straight arms outstretched. The figure is 

clothed in a short tunic, but its legs are visible 

only to the thigh. The upper portion of the 

stone has been left uncarved.  

 

B: There are remains of a cable moulding on the left edge. The remains of an upper 

panel contain a small, horizontally arranged strip of meander pattern 2. The lower panel 

contains three-strand plain plait with an irregular terminal.  

 

C: A heavy cable moulding survives on the left side, with similar remains visible on the 

right side, which is broken in places. Two strips of step pattern 1 vertically surround six 

surviving elements of meander pattern 2.  

 

D: This face comprises a single panel of a deeply carved, partially irregular three-strand 

plain plait. Evidence of a moulding remains, but it is too worn to identify. 

 

 

 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 
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I.13. Bramham 1, West Yorkshire 

 

 

Fragment of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Leeds City 

Museum, Leeds, West Yorkshire 

(acc. no. LEEDM.D.T.2396). 

Purchased from Richard Falkiner in 

1987. 

 

Date: Tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken 

away above and below; carving is 

very worn. 

 

Description: A: This face contains 

three figures: a large central figure, 

and two smaller flanking figures.  The 

central figure is shown frontally 

wearing a long robe with a disc-

shaped object at the centre of his 

torso. The left hand is raised with an outstretched thumb, possibly representing a gesture 

of blessing. The figure to the left wears a long, trailing robe and reaches toward the 

central figure with his left hand. His right arm is bent at the elbow and he holds a scroll 

in the right hand. The figure on the right stands on a different plane than the other two, 

but likewise wears a long robe. This figure reaches toward the disc-shaped object on the 

central figureôs torso with his right hand, and holds a scroll in his left. 

 

B-D: Uncarved. 

 

 

 

 

A 
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I.14. Brigham 5, Cumbria 

 

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 

Part of cross-head.  

 

Present Location: Inside church of St Bridget, Brigham, Cumbria.  

 

Date: Tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken away below; upper arm damaged; carving worn on 

arms of Face C. 

 

Description: A: A roll moulding encloses a frontal figure with curled hair that fills the 

upper arm of the cross-head. The figure is naked, and appears to grasp with his right 

hand the irregular interlace that encircles his stomach. The open palm of his left hand is 

situated in the right arm of the cross, above the interlace. 

 

B: The ends of the cross-arms on this face are framed by a roll moulding, which encloses 

two simple pattern E knots, arranged back-to-back. 

 

C: As on A, a roll moulding encloses the decoration of this face. At the centre is a raised 

circle encloses six bosses, which encircle a seventh, central boss. The upper arm 

contains a human mask, now weathered. The right arm is now too weathered for precise 

identification, but probably contained interlace similar to that in the left arm, which 

contains two registers of complete pattern A turned with a cross-joined terminal at the 

top. The form of the terminal in the lower register is now unclear, but the loops of this 

register appear to be linked.  
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D: As on B, the ends of the cross-arms are framed by a roll moulding, which encloses 

worn interlace, possibly a simple pattern E knot.  
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I.15. Brompton 3, North Yorkshire  

 

Upper portion of cross-shaft.  

 

Present Location: Inside church of St 

Thomas, Brompton, North Yorkshire. 

 

Date: First half of tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, missing cross 

head and broken at base; carving in 

generally good condition, but one face is 

worn.  

 

Description: A: The head of a frontal male 

figure survives with short hair and an 

oval-shaped head survives at the top, 

enclosed within an edge moulding. His 

hands are crossed over his body and though only the left survives, he holds a rectangular 

object. Below his shoulders, a horizontal bar connects two wing-shaped elements. The 

lower portion is damaged.  

 

B: An arched moulding surrounds a plant scroll, which grows from a triangular base. 

Three stems, terminating in pointed and incised leaves, knot around one another and the 

central S-shaped vine. In the panel below, the upper portions of a profile figureôs head 

and spear survive, the head being surmounted by a crested helmet or hair.  

 

C: Within the cable edge moulding of the uppermost panel is a profile bird, facing left. 

It stands on two legs and has a pear-like body terminating in a tail composed of curling 

feathers. A plain bar separates this from the panel below, in which there is an identical 

bird. In the lowermost panel are two creatures depicted from an aerial viewpoint. Their 

long snouts and bulging eyes point up toward the top of the shaft. Two of the creaturesô 

forelegs are crossed, so each touches the head of the other. The remaining foreleg is bent 
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B 
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back against the moulding surrounding the panel, while the creaturesô hind legs are 

interlaced.  

 

D: The upper panel is partially broken away, but the remaining portion contains a bird 

in flight, indicated by its raised, pointed wing. Below, a rectangular frame separates a 

frontal human figure with incised facial features from the bird above. The figure stands 

beneath an arch, wearing a long garment, with the hands crossed in front of his body 

and grasping a rectangular object. The lowermost panel is also damaged, but contains 

the head and shoulders of another frontally disposed figure standing beneath an arch.  
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I.16. Brompton 4, North Yorkshire  

 

 

Fragment of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Monksô 

Dormitory, Durham Cathedral, 

County Durham. Acquired from 

foundations of chancel at St 

Thomas, Brompton in 

Allertonshire, North Yorkshire.  

 

 

Date: First half of tenth century. 

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken above and below; carving in generally good condition, 

but one face dressed. 

 

Description: A: A broad edge-moulding surrounds two panels. In the upper,  a stag with 

broad antlers and a lowered head faces left, toward a round object. Below, a plain 

moulding separates the stag from a back-turned quadruped with a long neck, facing left. 

The beastôs head is positioned near the short, straight tail, which is likewise arched over 

the back. Above the tail is a single pellet.  

 

B: Below the break, the upper panel contains the end of a fragmentary S-twist or Como-

braid within a plain moulding. Below, a second panel contains a four-cord plait in five 

registers.  

 

C: At the top, below the break, are the remains of a box-point terminal. Below this a 

moulding divides the upper panel from the lower, which contains a frontally disposed 

human figure wearing a short kirtle. The figureôs right hand is crossed in front of his 

body, while his left is raised and holds a long, thin vertical object.  

 

D: (Not shown.) Dressed. 
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I.17. Brompton 5, North Yorkshire  

 

 

Fragment of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Monksô Dormitory, Durham 

Cathedral, County Durham. Acquired from 

foundations of chancel at St Thomas, Brompton in 

Allertonshire, North Yorkshire. 

 

Date: First half of tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken away above and 

below; one face damaged and some carving broken 

away. 

 

Description: A: A plain edge-moulding divides 

this face into three panels. In the upper panel, 

below the break, are the remains of an interlace 

pattern in a flat, double-outlined strand. This is followed below by a panel of dense 

illogical interlace, running horizontally. Below this a human figure stands frontally 

within an arch formed by a flat moulding. The figureôs double nimbus is fitted closely 

to his head and the right arm is broken away, but he holds the top of a staff in his left 

hand.  

 

B: The uppermost panel is broken away at the top, but the remainder contains a single 

register of ring-knot linked to one above by glides. The panel below is delineated by a 

flat moulding and contains a profile bird with raised, triangular wings positioned over 

the back, and the right leg raised. The birdôs head is lowered toward the ground and 

terminates in a long, pointed beak. 

 

C: The three panels on this face are separated by a plain moulding with transverse bars. 

At the top is a closed-circuit, pattern B ring-knot. The next panel contains two oval rings 

that are linked by crossing saltire strands. The lowermost panel contains an animal 
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whose long head is turned over its back. The creature has a large eye, small pointed ears, 

fangs on its jaws and the remains of a short tail are visible above its back. 

 

D: Broken away.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



298 
 

I.18. Brompton 14, North Yorkshire 

 

Part of cross-head. 

 

Present Location: Monksô Dormitory, 

Durham Cathedral, County Durham. 

Acquired from St Thomas, Brompton in 

Allertonshire, North Yorkshire. 

 

Date: First half of the tenth century.  

 

Condition: Much damage; lateral cross-arms 

lost.  

 

Description: A: A broad and flat edge 

moulding survives at the top and around the 

curve of the upper part of the left arm. Within 

the moulding of the upper arm is a roughly 

cut twin-link (closed circuit pattern B). In the 

centre of the cross is a frontal figure standing 

with arms raised and outstretched. Below 

each arm is a twin-link. The figure wears a 

knee-length garment, and the feet are turned 

outwards, with a straight horizontal filler below, whose ends are turned up at right 

angles. Below this feature is a perimiter moulding, which delineates the uppermost panel 

of the shaft. This contains the box-points of closed circuit interlace in flat median-

incised strand.  

 

B: Broken away, but the stumps of the plate are discernable.  

 

C: A broad and flat edge moulding encloses debased flat strand interlace, with a filler 

approximating a small boss at the centre.  

 

D: As on B, this face is largely broken away but the stumps of plate are discernable.  
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I.19. Burton in Kendal  1, Cumbria 

 

Remains of cross-shaft.  

 

Present Location: Inside church of St James, 

Burton in Kendal, Cumbria.  

 

Date: Tenth to eleventh century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken off above and 

below; carving worn. 

 

Description: A: Below the break at the top two 

nimbed figures stand frontally, flanking a cross.  

That on the right holds the cross, while that on the 

left raises one arm. Below, a frontal figure stands 

within an arched frame, separating it from the 

group above. The figure does not appear to be 

wearing any garments, and he stands on a serpent, 

whose head is beneath the figureôs left arm. The 

figure carries floriate rods, held above the 

shoulders, with that on the left having a cruciform 

shape. The base of the shaft is worn, but retains the remnants of confronted volutes.  

 

B: Contained within a roll-moulding at the top is a pattern of irregular free rings, crossed 

diagonally by short bars. 

 

C: This face contains a double-incised interlace pattern, possibly composed of free rings 

with long diagonals, which runs to volutes below. Between the volutes, there is step 

pattern 1, which pierces a stylized form of contoured, stopped-plait ring chain. At the 

bottom are traces of additional volutes. 

 

D: The upper portion shows a key pattern.  
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I.20. Burton in Kendal  2, Cumbria 

 

Part of cross-shaft and cross-head.  

 

Present Location: Inside church of St 

James, Burton in Kendal, Cumbria.  

 

Date: Tenth century.  

 

Condition: Damaged; Face C recut; 

parts of B and D broken or worn away. 

 

Description: A: At the top an incised 

horizontal line marks the lower border 

of the panel forming the now lost 

cross-head, and traces of the curve of 

its arm are visible to the right. Below 

is a second horizontal roll moulding 

below, which continued around the 

whole head, and is situated above a 

figural scene enclosed by roll 

mouldings above and laterally. The 

figure stands beneath a square arch and survives to the upper thighs, with the torso and 

legs arranged frontally and the head shown in profile. The head is surmounted by hair 

or a halo, and the right arm is bent at the elbow so the hand passes in front of the arch.  

 

B: At the top the offset of the head is visible. Below, a roll moulding is siutated over a 

panel of unidentifiable ornamnet enclosed by a roll moulding.  

 

C: Recut. 

 

D: As on B, the offset of the head is visible. Below, a roll moulding is situated over a 

panel of incised saltire crosses placed one above the other, which were enclosed by a 
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further plain roll moulding. Each triangle and diamond formed by the arrangement is 

decorated with a drilled hole.  
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I.21. Chester-le-Street 1, County Durham 

 

 

Cross-shaft fragment.  

 

Present Location: Upper room of Anchorage, 

Chester-le-Street, County Durham. 

 

Date: Late ninth century.  

 

Condition: Broken at the top; worn on faces B and 

C; condition of faces A and D generally good.  

 

Description: A: This face is encircled by a single 

flat-band moulding without horizontal panel 

divisions. Below the break at the top, two animal 

heads emerge from a shared neck and face opposite 

directions. The neck features a horizontally 

arranged inscription in runes Anglo-Saxon 

capitals; the upper line reads óE A D mô and the 

lower óV n Dô. Both heads are canine and feature 

pointed ears, incised round eyes and open, wedge-

shaped mouths with lolling tongues. The beast on 

the right also has one prominent fang. A Below the 

beasts is a horseman facing right and carrying a 

large round shield with a central incised boss. The 

rider weras a piece of rounded headgear indicated 

by an incised line, and the shield covers his entire 

body with the exception of his left foot, visible beneath the shield. The horse has defined 

ears and is shown in motion with the one of the forelegs extended. Below the horseman 

the third motif is a type of ring knot formed by a closed circuit strand that is threaded 

through two circles to form ffour loops. The lowermost motif on this face is formed by 

a median-incised split plait that is threaded through a single median-incised circle.    
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B: This face is damaged and worn, with only traces of the lateral flat-band moulding 

surviving. Four distinct interlace patterns are not divided by horizontal mouldings, but 

they share common strands. The uppermost pattern is incomplete but may represent a 

form of ring-knot composed of closed circuit pattern of U-bends threaded with two 

concentric circles. The second motif comprises circles and diagonals threaded with a 

larger outer and a smaller inner circle. The third motif, a version of pattern F turned and 

with edge breaks that form a central circle, is joined to the second motif by two strands 

at the top. The lowermost motif is joined to the third motif by four strands, and is based 

on pattern D with outside strands and ends in a pattern F terminal.  

 

C: As on B, C is damaged and worn; only part of the flat-band moulding survives. At 

the top, a lattice of crossing strands survives which may be part of a degenerate plant-

scroll. Below, the motif is too worn to reconstruct. The third motif comprises a ring-

knot that is joined to another below by an extra strand. The lowermost ornament 

comprises a motif of closed circuit, median-incised strands and rings.  

 

D: This face is unworn, but damaged; only a small portion of the flat-band moulding 

survives. At the top is a motif of plain plait with odd breaks. Four registers of complete 

pattern C are neatly and regularly carved below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



304 
 

I.22. Chester-le-Street 11, County Durham 

 

 

Cross-base.  

 

Present Location: Upper room 

of Anchorage, Chester-le-

Street, County Durham. 

 

Date: Tenth century.  

 

Condition: Complete, but 

worn with three sides 

damaged.  

 

Description: A: A flat-band 

moulding at the top is 

supported by vertical columbs 

below, their capitals 

designated by horizontal 

incised lines. Within the panel 

a group of three figures stands 

over a bound animal. The 

central figure stands frontally 

and wears a short kirtle. A 

round object is situated above 

the figureôs left shoulder, 

beside the head, and the 

figureôs left arm is raised. The 

figure to the right is shown in 

profile with a prominent chin or beard, and wears a short kirtle. This figure holds a spear 

or pole, which is pointed into the face of the central figure. A similar profile figure 

stands on the left, likewise wearing a short kirtle and holding an object similar to that 

held by its counterpart on the right; this is also pointed into the face of the central figure. 
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A beast with a long muzzle and single fang lies below the figural group, its four legs 

converging with the feet of the figure on the right. The beast has a long, rounded ear 

that droops over its back and joins a strand that passes behind the neck to form a twist 

between the feet of the left-hand figure.  

 

B: Within an irregular flat-band moulding is a panel of interlace with a ring-knot at the 

top that features an elaborate dependent terminal.  

 

C: As on B, a panel of interlace is contained within an irregular flat-band moulding. The 

uppermost motif comprises paired Stafford knots, which are joined horizontally and 

vertically by angular strands. A free ring hangs from the upper motif, and is further 

attached to a double triangular feature surrounded by spirals.  

 

D: The only surviving ornament is the remains of an interlace panel in the top-right 

corner that eschews proper identification.  

 

E: This face contains a shallow depression for a cross-shaft and a central circular hole 

for the attaching dowel.  
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I.23. Collingham 1, West Yorkshire 

 

Remains of cross-shaft.  

 

Present Location: Inside church of St Oswald, Collingham, 

West Yorkshire. 

 

Date: Late ninth century. 

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken away above and below; 

reassembled from two pieces; carving worn.  

 

Description: All four faces are filled with figures arranged 

in arched panels running the length of the shaft.  

 

A: Below the break at the top is a three-quarter-length 

frontal figure. This is worn, but the remains of a dished halo 

are visible to the right of the head.  The figure wears a head 

covering that falls to its shoulders, has a rounded form on its 

left shoulder and holds a long, tubular object in its left hand. 

Below is another nimbed, three-quarter-length figure standing beneath a shallow arch. 

It also appears to hold an object, though this has been obscured by a break in the panel. 

Beneath this figure, is a third, though only its head and torso are visible to due to the 

break in the stone. Its head is surmounted by a dished nimbus and appears to be turned 

to the right, or possibly shown in profile, and like the other two figures, its halo merges 

with the plain inner arch moulding. The figure is situated beneath a double arch, the 

outer arch being ornately decorated with vegetal ornament and framing the smaller, 

plain arch within; he has a dished halo and is turned to the left, holding a large 

rectangular object.  

 

B: Below the break at the top are the remains of a full-length, frontal figure, with a 

fragmentary dished nimbus visible to the right of the head. He wears a full-length outer 

garment, with elaborate incised folds draped over the left arm, and a full-length under-

garment likewise delineated by incised folds. Both hands are crossed over the torso, and 
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in the left he holds a long rectangular object with two perpendicular protrusions to the 

left. The right hand is positioned in front of his body. Below, another full-length figure 

is disposed beneath an undecorated arch, his nimbed head turned slightly to the left. This 

figure wears a shorter garment than that above, but the robe falls well below his knees. 

The head is turned to the right, and though his arms have been obscured by the break in 

the shaft, he possibly held an object in his left hand. In the lowermost panel, a half-

length figure is disposed frontally beneath an elaborate double arch. The outer arch is 

decorated with foliate ornament and encompasses the plain inner arch. The lower 

portion of the figure has been lost due to the fragmentation of the shaft, but it is clear 

that both hands are held over his torso. The figure sports a dished nimbus and holds a 

long tubular object in his left hand; unlike that of the uppermost figure on this face, the 

drapery is deeply modelled (rather than incised). 

 

C: Below the upper break, a frontal three-quarter-length figure with a dished halo stands 

holding his right hand against his chest, with one finger pointing to the left, and possibly 

holding a scroll. The figure is bearded, indicated by slightly curved incisions to either 

side of the mouth, and wears a long garment. The figure below has been badly damaged, 

with only the upper half of its head remaining; it is crowned by a coiled hairstyle and 

nimbus. At the bottom a third badly weathered figure stands beneath a double-arch 

resemblign those on A and B, though it, too, is weathered and damaged. The figureôs 

head is the most discernible feature, and appears to be turned slightly to the left.  

  

D: At the top is a full-length figure with a dished halo, with long, curling hair extending 

below the nimbus. He wears a long outer-garment over a longer under-garment which 

extends past the knees, and clasps a tubular object in both hands, over his chest. Below, 

another figure stands frontally beneath an arch, with a curled hairstyle that extends 

below the dished nimbus. The figure wears a long garment and holds a book in his left 

hand, gesturing to it with the index finger of his right. The figure raises his right hand 

in blessing, and holds a book with his left. The lowermost figure stands beneath a double 

arch like those on A, B and C, though here the inner arch appears to be decorated with 

pellets. Only the figureôs head and torso are visible; it is clearly nimbed and grasps a 

scroll in its right hand, which is held in front of its chest. The left hand hangs by its side, 

creating an almost mirror-image of the lowermost figure on B. 
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I.24. Coniscliffe 6, County Durham 

 

Cross-shaft fragment.   

 

Present Location: Built into the exterior north wall of 

the church of St Edwin, Coniscliffe, County Durham. 

 

Date: First half of tenth century.  

 

Condition: Broken; very worn.  

 

Description: A: The upper prortion of the shaft 

contains a standing figure who wears a short tunic 

with a scalloped hem. The figure is facing right and 

raises one arm; the other has been broken away. 

Below, the shaft contains a scalloped swag formed by 

a double roll moulding. The base of the shaft is plain.  
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I.25. Crathorne 1, North Yorkshire 

 

Cross-shaft fragment.   

 

Present Location: Inside church 

of All Saints, Crathorne, North 

Yorkshire.  

 

Date: Tenth century.  

 

Condition: Carving is crisp.  

 

Description: A: The collar panel 

protrudes beyond the shaft 

below and is surrounded by a 

plain edge moulding. Within the 

left side of the panel is a small 

portion of meander pattern. 

Beside this motif is a tightly 

coiled serpent with a spiralling 

body, which fills the remainder 

of the panel and terminates in the lower right corner with the head, which is shown 

aerially. Below the head is a pellet filler, and a second pellet filler is situated above the 

serpentôs neck in the upper right corner. Below the collar only a portion of the shaft 

survives and it contains  a plain edge moulding, which frames the remains of a beast. 

The beast has a long, arched neck that is outlined by incised edge mouldings and reaches 

the upper edge of the panel. The neck terminates with the profile head, which is arranged 

vertically to face down and features a drilled eye and a long snout with an open mouth 

and protruding tongue. An ear lappet or horn at the front of the beastôs head forms a 

knot in the upper right corner, and a pellet is positioned before the beastôs muzzle on the 

right edge of the panel. The lower half of the animal has been broken away.  

 

B: As on A, the collar panel is framed by a plain edge moulding and protrudes over the 

shaft panel below. The collar panel contains a median incised pattern B knot with a 
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modelled strand, and a pellet filler at the bottom left. Below, the shaft panel has a plain 

edge moulding on both vertical sides, which contains a median-incised ring-chain whose 

upper link is pierced by a looping strand that is missing its lower portion. In the centre 

of the upper link is a pellet filler, with another visible at the junction of the upper and 

lower loops.  

 

C: As on B the collar panel features a plain edge moulding within which is contained a 

median incised pattern B knot with a modelled strand and pellet filler at the bottom left. 

Beneath the collar is a frontal figure with a forked, pointed beard, deeply drilled eyes 

and mouth and an incised nose. The figure has curved wings with four feathers that 

extend to either side of the body, which are delineated by vertical incised lines. The 

figureôs torso comprises two thick horizontal bars with arms on either side, while the 

lower portion of the body has been broken away.   

 

D: The collar panel is as on B and C, with a plain edge moulding that contains a median 

incised pattern B knot with a modelled strand and pellet filler on the bottom left. The 

shaft panel below is filled by a single strand of type A closed circuit interlace with 

concentric rings and long glides.  
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I.26. Coverham 1, North Yorkshire 

 

Remains of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Inside the church of Holy Trinity, Coverham, 

North Yorkshire, set in the under-side of a door lintel.  

 

Date: Ninth to tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken away at top; only one visible face; 

carving is worn. 

 

Description: A: The lower quarter of the face is uncarved; above this 

are three frontally-disposed human figures. The central one is the 

largest; he wears a short kirtle and stands with his hands raised in the 

orans pose. Two diminuitive figures wearing kirtles flank the central figure, with raised 

outer arms. Their inner arms are not visible. Above the central figureôs head, a stem 

rises vertically with a large scroll on either side. Irregular scrolls appear to run up the 

length of the shaft, and a serpentôs head dangles above the lowest scroll on the right. 
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I.27. Dacre 2, Cumbria 

 

 

Remains of cross-shaft.  

 

Present Location: Inside the church of St Andrew, 

Dacre, Cumbria.  

 

Date: Tenth to eleventh century. 

 

Condition: Complete, aside from C, which has been 

cut away; carving in low relief and generally good 

condition. 

 

 Description: A: At the top, beneath the incised 

border, a back-turned quadruped with a long, curved 

neck moves to the right. It has pointed ears, slightly 

parted jaws and a short tail. Below is a pair of human 

figures, separated by a box-like object standing on two 

small, round ólegsô. The figure on the left joins hands 

with that on the right; each holds their other arm at 

their side. The figure on the left holds an object in its 

right hand, while that on the right, though larger, is empty-handed but appears to   stand 

before a plant formation, indicated by the assemblage of circular shapes arranged 

vertically along the edge of the panel. The left-hand figure stands within a rectangular 

object, which rises upward at either end, its uppermost edges surmounted by single 

inward-curling spirals. Below this is a small dog-like creature with a curled tail 

crouching on the back of a tall, horned quadruped with wedge-shaped legs. Two incised 

lines divide this group from the scheme at the bottom of the shaft. This is compsoed of 

two figures flanking a tree with bulbous leaves. The figure on the left wears a short kirtle 

and reaches toward the tree with their left hand. There is a serpent coiled on the ground 

to the left of the tree. The figure on the right  holds one of the tree branches.  

 

B: Contains a single panel of plain four-strand plait. 
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C: (Not shown.) Cut away.  

 

D: Contains a single panel of plain three-strand plait.  
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I.28. Dearham 2, Cumbria 

 

Cross-shaft fragment.  

 

Present Location: Inside the church of 

St Mungo, Dearham, Cumbria.  

 

Date: Tenth to eleventh century. 

 

Condition: Good, but worn on Faces B 

and D 

 

 Description: A: A contains a single 

panel bordered by lateral flat-band 

mouldings, which contain a 

background of spiral scroll with 

pellets. Along the left side the scroll 

comprises T-pattern forms and 

encloses two swastika-like shapes in 

the lower part of the shaft. At the top 

left and surrounded by scroll is a rider 

holding the reins of a horse in a raised 

hann. The horse faces right and has a 

drooping bird-like head. Below the 

horseman is a profile bird perched on 

a branch that confronts a standing 

figure, arranged frontally.  

 

B: Lateral flat-band mouldings 

enclose a single panel that fills the 

whole face and contains three-strand plain stopped-plait.  

 

C: Lateral flat-band mouldings enclose a single panel that is filled with three vertical 

strips of ornament, arranged parallel. The central strip is a single-branch spiral scroll, 
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flanked by a simple twist to either side. The simple twist on the left is flanked by pellets 

on either side.  

 

D: As on A, B and C, this face is filled by a single panel delineated by lateral flat-band 

mouldings, which contains three-strand plain plait.  
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I.29. Finghall 4, North Yorkshire 

 

Cross-head fragment.  

 

Present Location: Built into south 

interior wall of church of St Andrew, 

Finghall, North Yorkshire.  

 

Date: First half of tenth century. 

 

Condition: Broken at top, lower and right 

arms; only one face visible.  

 

 Description: A: This face contains a modelled edge moulding that extends around the 

splayed arm of the cross-head. At its centre is a frontal figure, whose remaining right 

arm dips at the elbow and terminates in a large, raised hand, which is extended into the 

lateral arm of the cross-head and situated over a triquetra. A pellet is situated above the 

thumb and loose interlace fills the space above the figureôs arm, between the hand and 

head. The figureôs head sits in the centre of the cross-head and its flat nimbus is 

surmounted by a pair of pellets. Below the head, the figureôs wedge-shaped body 

survives, and is intersected by two parallel horizontal incisions at the waist that link to 

flanking strands that fill the space between the figure and edge moulding. The lower 

portion of the figure has been broken away.  
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I.30. Forcett 2, North Yorkshire 

 

Cross-head fragment.  

 

Present Location: Built into west interior wall of church 

of St Cuthbert, Forcett, North Yorkshire.  

 

Date: Late ninth to mid-tenth century.  

 

Condition: Worn; broken above and below; only one 

face visible.  

 

 Description: A: A narrow roll edge-moulding survives 

on the right-hand side. At the top a panel contains a 

square of modelled strand is locked by a ring at each 

corner, creating a saltire, whose central junction is 

locked by another ring. Below is a horizontal strip of 

open three-strand twist, which is situated above a plain transverse moulding. Beneath 

this moulding are two curved elements forming arches, each situated over the head of a 

single frontal human figure. The curved elements attach to two vertical elements 

between the two figures that are delineated by three incised lines. The two figures stand 

side-by-side in identical poses with their arms raised, forming a 90ę angle at the elbows. 

Their inner arms overlap in front of the vertical elements of the arches between the 

figures. Both figures wear an ankle-length flared kirtle and have pointed chins and 

drilled eyes and mouths.   
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I.31. Forcett 4, North Yorkshire 

 

Cross-shaft fragment.  

 

Present Location: Built into 

west interior wall of the porch 

of the church of St Cuthbert, 

Forcett, North Yorkshire.  

 

Date: First half of tenth 

century. 

 

Condition: Broken around all edges; worn; only one face visible.  

 

 Description: A: In the upper left corner a twin-link formed of closed circuit pattern B 

with a median-incised strand. In the centre a human figure stands frontally with the left 

arm raised and extended over a profile quadruped, which faces left and stands on a flat, 

rectilinear platform with chamfered edges. The figureôs elliptical head features drilled 

eyes and mouth and is enclosed by two pairs of concentric curved elements that meet in 

a point over the head. The figure wears a short garment over its square body, and the 

right arm hangs by the figureôs side, the hand pointing down. In the upper right corner 

the remains of a rough twist are visible. Beside the twist (to the left), the remains of a 

thin, plain transverse moulding are visible, with a further possible moulding or strand 

above.  
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I.32. Gainford 1, County Durham 

 

Cross-shaft and part of head in two joined pieces.  

 

Present Location: Monksô Dormitory, Durham 

Cathedral, County Durham. Acquired from church of 

St Mary, Gainford, County Durham.  

 

Date: Second quarter of tenth century. 

 

Condition: Very weathered; lateral arms of cross-head 

broken away.  

 

 Description: A: The upper arm of the cross-head 

contains six-strand plain plait, while the lower contains 

bungled plait. At the centre of the cross-head, 

surrounded by a double roll moulding, is a large boss 

with a sunken centre and four pierced holes. Below the 

cross-head are three panels of different size, all 

enclosed by irregular punch-outlined grooved 

mouldings. The uppermost contains muddled interlace 

with thin, round strands that evolve into an eight-strand 

plain pait with wider median-incised strands. In the 

panel below two frontal figures stand on the left side; 

the right side has been left plain. The figures are 

nimbed, with joined haloes, and square shoulders 

arranged in a continuous horizontal line. They share 

one arm between them, while their other arms may be 

bent across the chests. Both figures wear knee-length, 

flared garments with incised folds that are cinched at 

the waist by joined belts. The third panel contains four 

pairs of ellipses joined by two concentric rings. The 

lower portion of the shaft is uncarved.  
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B: A grooved moulding encloses a panel of four-courd plait that begins with pattern E 

loops. As on A, the lower portion of the shaft is uncarved.  

 

C: As on A, the centre of the cross-head features a boss with sunken centre and four 

pierced holes that is surrounded by a double roll-moulding and the upper arm of the 

cross-head contains a six-strand plain plait. The lower contains a four-strand plain plait 

with pointed terminals. Below the cross-head, the shaft contains two unequal panels 

delineated by grooved mouldings, with the upper panel containing a quadruped whose 

legs are entangled in interlace. The creatureôs head is back-turned, and its tongue and 

ear are enveloped in interlace. Below, a second quadruped with a long neck and back-

turned head faces the opposite direction, its legs likewise enmeshed in interlace. The 

beastôs ear develops into interlace, from which a single strand bisects its body to form a 

single triquetra between the legs. The lower panel contains eight-strand plain plait, and 

the lower portion of the shaft is uncarved.  

 

D: At the top is a very worn panel with grooved lateral mouldings, which contains 

interlace, now indecipherable.  
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I.33. Gainford 3, County Durham 

 

Cross-shaft fragment.  

 

Present Location: Monksô 

Dormitory, Durham Cathedral, 

County Durham. Acquired 

from church of St Mary, 

Gainford, County Durham.  

 

Date: Second half of tenth 

century.  

 

Condition: Broken; unworn.  

 

 Description: A: A double, 

median-incised flat-band 

moulding with a horizontal 

double-incised moulding 

delineates two panels. The 

upper one contains two pairs of 

a human legs visible to the 

knee, which is covered by the 

remaining hems of knee-length 

flared garments. The feet are 

arranged frontally. Below, three figures are arranged frontally with  wedge-shaped faces 

that display incised round eyes and straight mouths. Each figure is nimbed and their 

haloes, belts and tunic hems are joined. They hold books in their upturned hands and 

wear a double-outlined tunic with vertical folds, indicated by slahed lines.  

 

B: The remains of a grooved moulding are visible on the surviving left edge. Beside this 

is a surivivng fragment of plain plait with median incised strands.  
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C: This face has possibly been reshaped, but a flat-band moulding with an incised 

median line survives on the left edge. In the centre are the remains of a long, vertically 

arranged rectilinear object with double incisions in its centre.  

D: Broken away.  
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I.34. Gainford 4, County Durham 

 

Upper part of cross-shaft 

fragment.  

 

Present Location: Monksô 

Dormitory, Durham 

Cathedral, County Durham. 

Acquired from church of St 

Mary, Gainford, County 

Durham.  

 

Date: First half of tenth 

century.  

 

Condition: Broken; unworn.  

 

 Description: A: A profile 

horseman is depicted within a wide flat-band moulding, facing left. The figure is visible 

to the waist and has hair is tied up in a pigtail, with the reins of the horse held in the left 

hand and a spear held in the right. The horse has an arched neck with a pricked ear that 

touches the moulding, an oval eye and an open mouth.  

 

B: At the top, within an irregular, wide flat-band moulding, a bird stands in profile, 

facing left. The head is round and features a large oval eye and pointed beak. The 

feathers of the birdôs wings and pointed tail are indicated by incised lines, and they are 

outstretched behind the head and the back. Below is a beast with a canine head and open 

jaws, arranged vertically. The jaws are bound with bindings that pass around the body 

and neck, terminating in a median-incised twist beneath the birdôs beak.  

 

C: As on B, C is enclosed by an irregular, wide flat-band moulding, within which the 

torso of a frontal figure survives. The figure faces left and has broad, hunched shoulders 

formed by a deeply incised v-fork in the upper portion of the torso. The figure appears 

to hold an object in its right hand, but this is largely broken away. The figureôs head is 
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weddge-shaped with incised features and is surmounted by curling hair or horns on each 

side.  

 

D: A plain moulding encloses a portion of deeply modelled pattern D with outside 

strands and median grooves.  
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I.35. Gainford 5, County Durham 

 

Part of cross-shaft in two joining pieces.  

 

Present Location: Attached to west interior wall 

of church of St Mary, Gainford, County 

Durham.  

 

Date: First half of tenth century.  

 

Condition: Broken; unworn.  

 

 Description: A: A fine roll moulding on the 

lateral edges surrounds a single panel and ends 

about halfway down the shaft, while the lower 

half of the stone (unshown) is uncarved. At the 

top of the panel is a ribbon animal with its 

double-outlined body crossed in a loop and the 

tail curled in a spiral. The tip of the tail crosses 

into the open mouth of the creatureôs reptilian 

head. The body is pelleted within loops and the 

creatureôs body is knotted and crossed by two 

strands that originate in the ten-strand plait at 

the base of the panel.  

 

B:  As on A, a fine roll moulding on the lateral 

edges encloses a single panel of interlace with 

terminals in median-incised six-strand plain 

plait. In the centre of this are four registers of a 

variation of pattern A. The lower half of the 

stone is uncarved.  

 

C: A fine roll moulding delineates the lateral 

edges of the panel, which contains two frontal human figures. The upper figure figure 
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has a large round head with lightly incised features squats and places his hands on his 

out-turned legs. The figure has square shoulders above which, on either side, is a knot 

attached to strands that join to a horizontal linear element that bisects the figureôs arms 

and body at the waist. Below the figureôs feet are additional knots and strands, which 

encircle the lower figure, which has simple twists to either side of his body and a large 

double loop encircingling his feet. The figure stands with his hands bound and clasped 

before his waist. The lower portion of the stone is uncarved.  

 

D: As on A, B and C, a fine roll moulding delineates the lateral edges of a panel that 

fills the upper half of the shaft and contains six-strand plain plait with median-incised 

strands and regular breaks.  
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I.36. Gosforth 1, Cumbria 

 

 

Cross-shaft and head. 

 

Present Location: Churchyard, St Mary, 

Gosforth, Cumbria. 

 

Date: First half of tenth century.  

 

Condition: Complete; carving in generally good 

condition.  

 

Description: A: The ring of the crosshead 

contains a three-strand plait within a rolled 

moulding. In the centre is a boss surrounded by 

mouldings. Each cross-arm contains a single-

strand, median-incised triquetra. Below the 

cross-head, the decoration of the surface is 

arranged in a single panel. At the top is an 

animal-head, with round eyes and outlined jaws, 

each with a large tooth, attached to a double-

strand ring chain, which further links to two 

parallel sections of vertical three-strand plait. 

Each of these terminates with downward-facing 

animal-heads identical to that at the top. Below 

the pair of animal heads is a frontal human figure 

wearing a short garment, standing with both 

arms extended, and holding a staff in his right 

hand. His left hand gestures toward another, mounted figure, who is shown upside-

down. This figure wears a short garment with a clearly delineated belt composed of two 

incised lines. This figure rests his left hand on the horseôs neck, and holds his right arm 

straight out to the side, grasping a spear. Below this, a third figural group is depicted 

beneath a roof, indicated by a curved horizontal line, intersected by a long vertical 
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feature with two horizontal protrusions. One figure lies down with their manacled arms 

extended above their body. The figure wears a cord around his neck, which is 

intertwined with a serpentôs body. The serpentôs head hangs over the body of the human 

figure. Above the bound figure, a kneeling female figure with a pigtail-hair arrangement 

holds out a bowl. The final portion  is filled with a tight ring-chain pattern.  

 

B: The cross-head shows traces of a cabled moulding on its ring, while the arms have a 

panel of four-strand plait. Below the crosshead, at the top of the shaft, is a three-strand 

plait, terminating in a spiral. Below this, there is a panel of ring-chain, beginning with 

an open-jawed animal-head with a round eye and single ear. The animalôs head and jaws 

are bound by a ring. Below is stag walking to the right. Underneath the stag, arranged 

vertically, is a dog-like creature whose legs are trapped in thin strands of interlace. 

Beneath this is a mounted figure, holding his horseôs reins in his left hand and extending 

his right arm and a spear behind him. Beneath the horseôs legs is a horizontal band of 

three-strand plait. At the base of the shaft is a profile creature with pointed, open jaws 

and a large forehead. The tail is woven with his leg.  

 

C: The ring of the cross-head contains a three-strand plait with a rolled moulding. At 

the centre of the cross, there is a large boss within a frame of mouldings. Like those on 

A, the arms are filled with a triquetra. The uppermost section of the single panel filling 

the shaft contains a four-strand plait, with nearly identical profile beast-heads at either 

end. The upper beast has a tooth in its jaws, and the lower beast has a forked tongue. 

Beneath the lower beast, a human figure stands next to the forked tongue, raising both 

arms, while resting one leg on the beastôs lower jaw. The figure wears a belted kirtle; 

he opens the beastôs mouth with his left hand and holds a tall spear in his right. The next 

section comprises a double-stranded ring chain. Below the ring chain, a frontal figure 

stands within a rectangular frame, indicated by a thin raised moulding. He is shown with 

outstretched arms, and wears a short, belted kirtle. A stream of blood runs from his right 

side. Beneath this, the point of a spear is visible; the spear is held by a profile figure at 

the bottom left of the crucified. To the right, a female figure in a trailing dress stands 

facing the other figure and holds a horn-like object with a round base. Under these 

figures are two knotted ribbon-beasts with open jaws and round eyes.  
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D: The decoration of the cross-head is identical to that of B. The upper portion of the 

shaft contains a vertical rod with a triquetra at the top and a fanged animal-head with a 

round eye at the bottom. Wedge-shaped leaves with rounded bases are attached to the 

rod by rings. Beneath the beastôs jaws, two mounted figures mirror each other. The 

upper one rests his left hand on his horseôs neck and carries a spear in his right, while 

the lower figure, upside-down, does the same. The final portion is composed of a four-

strand plait with a median-incised line. 
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I.37. Great Clifton 1, Cumbria 

 

Remains of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Inside church of St Luke, Great 

Clifton.  

 

Date: Tenth century.  

 

Condition: Worn and cut on B, lower parts of C and D.   

 

Description: A: A roll moulding borders a single panel 

on the lateral edges. In the upper half of the panel at 

the left is a ribbon beast with a median-incised and 

evolves into an interlace band that is intertwined with 

a further ribbon animal below, which has a contoured 

body and open, squared jaws that bite the strand from 

the animal above. Its body dissolves into a median-

incised plait below. The upper ribbon beast is ridden 

by a  human figure, which is crossed by the interlace 

band. In the upper right portion of the panel is irregular 

interlace of median-incised strands, which develops 

into the extensions of another ribbon animal with a 

squared jaw, which bites the body of another ribbon 

animal below, in the centre of the shaft. This animal is 

headless and has a median-incised line on its body, 

which is ridden by a small human figure. A second 

ribbon beast is coiled and contoured in the centre of the 

shaft, with the remainder of its body arranged 

vertically along the right side of the shaft. Its head is 

fanged and positioned back over its neck, and there are 

extensions from its lower lip lappet. Between the beast 

and the left edge of the panel is a fragmentary strip of 

plait, with a profile human head above.  At the base of 
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the panel a nimbed figure stands frontally, bound in zoomorphic interlace joined to one 

of the aimals above and wears a flared kirtle. To the left are strands of median-incised 

interlace.  

 

B: A lateral roll moulding surrounds a single panel, which contains traces of contoured 

ribbon animals in its lower half. The beastôs head is situated beside the left edge of the 

moulding and has a head with curled upper jaw and a pig-tail.  

 

C: The bottom portion of the shaft is broken away. At the top, traces of two strips of 

ornament survive. On the left are the bodies of two intertwined ribbon-beasts in an 

arrangement identical  to that on A. The body of the upper beast is median-incised line 

and its head is missing, while the body of the lower beast is contoured and has a head 

similar to those on A. Beside the beasts on the right si a five-strand plain plait with 

median-incised strands, several of which extend from the head of a contoured ribbon 

beast below.   

 

D: A cabled roll moulding on the lateral edges encloses five-strand plain plait with 

median incised strands. At the top one strand evolves into a the body of a contoured 

ribbon animal, while at the bottom there are the remains of a bifurcated strand and traces 

of other ornament.  
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I.38. Great Stainton 1, County Durham 

 

Part of cross-shaft, in two pieces. 

 

Present Location:  Monksô Dormitory, 

Durham Cathedral, County Durham. Acquired 

from church of All Saints, Great Clifton, 

County Durham. 

 

Date: Last quarter of ninth to first quarter of 

tenth century.  

 

Condition: Worn.  

 

Description: A: The lower section is 

indicipherable due to weathering. The top of 

the upper section is broken away on the right 

but at the upper left is a triquetra knot attached 

to an arch with block capitals joined to a 

baluster. Within the arch are the remains of a 

profile figure, facing right and wearing a tunic 

that is belted at the waist and survives to the 

knees. The figure has a rounded rounded head, 

and grasps a long object, held vertically, in the 

right hand 

 

B: B comprises a panel of deeply cut and well-

modelled pattern A turned in different 

directions; the upper section is muddled with 

strands divided into two.  

 

C: Dressed back.  

 

D: D is the most complete surviving face and is carved with key pattern.  

 

D/A 
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I.39. Halton 1, Lancashire 

 

Remains of cross-shaft. 

 

Present Location: Churchyard, St Wilfrid, Halton, 

Lancashire.  

 

Date: Tenth century.  

 

Condition: Fragmentary, broken off above; carving 

worn in places, especially on D. 

 

Description: Current monument composed of 

fragments of two monuments. The lower portion is 

relevant here. 

 

A: Consists of two panels delineated by plain arches 

within cable mouldings. At the top of the upper panel 

is a border of pellets contained within horizontal 

mouldings. Below, a large frontal figure with foreshortened legs sits within an arched 

frame. Flanking the figureôs rounded shoulders are two columns. The figureôs arms are 

bent across his chest and he carries a rectangular object in his left hand. There is a 

rounded object at his neckline. Two diminuitive figures squat at his feet and grasping 

the hem of his robe. Below this group is another arch, containing two standing profile 

figures. They wear long garments and turn their heads to a tall, narrow cross that stands 

beween them. The figures each reach toward the cross with a single hand, and stand on 

stemmed objects, terminating with semi-circular platforms at the top.  

 

B: At the top is a lightly incised arched frame set within an outer moulding. Inside this 

arch is an interlace pattern of two columns that are joined at the top of the arch, with 

half pattern A and a bar terminal on the left, and half pattern D to the right. Below is a 

second incised arch, containing a foliate pattern in medallions created by a single strand. 

The plants enclosed in the medallions are composed of smaller stems with small rounded 

leaves at the ends.  

 

A 

 

B 

 

C 

 

D 



334 
 

 

C: At the top is a scene contained within an arched frame. In the background, birds perch 

among five intersecting and curved boughs, which surround a central stem. Below this, 

to the left, stands a figure in a short garment that ends above his knees. He steps forward 

with one foot, raises his right hand and reaches toward four vertical stems that stand 

over triangular forms. Beneath this scene is another arch, which contains a profile figure 

seated in a high-backed chair, who raises a rectangular object in one hand, and appears 

to be leaning over a table with two legs. Below the figureôs chair is a rectangular object; 

to the right of this, and below the table, are two bellows. Above the table, and seen from 

above, are a pair of pincers and a hammer. A second, headless figure stands above these 

objects; to his left are pincers and a sword, with its blade pointing upwards.  

 

D: The uppermost panel contains the remains of a zoomorphic interlace pattern. Below 

this, separated by a plain moulding, is a second panel with two intertwined serpentine 

forms, against a pelleted ground. Their trianular heads with open jaws are in the lower 

corners of the panel. In the third panel, a quadruped with an arched neck faces left and 

lifts its right foreleg. Below this, is a plain, square panel, next to a smaller, narrow panel 

of ring-encircled twist. Below this, is a damaged panel composed of two narrow bands 

of interlace in half pattern A with a bar terminal running vertically on the left, and a 

similar pattern at the bottom running horizontally. 
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I.40. Halton 2, Lancashire 

 

 

Fragmentary cross-shaft.  

 

Present location: Churchyard, St 

Wilfrid, Halton, Lancashire.  

 

Date: Ninth century. 

 

Condition: Fragmentary; broken away 

above and below; carving worn on 

West face.  

 

Description: A: Two panels are 

flanked by a lateral cable-moulding. 

Within the pelleted arch of the upper 

panel is a profile figure, facing right. 

The figure is worn, but appears to have 

an animalôs head with a deeply drilled 

eye and short muzzle, which is 

surmounted by a nimbus. A moulding runs vertically from the nimbus to surround the 

figureôs torso. The rectangluar corner of a book is visible beneath the muzzle. Below, a 

horizontal moulding separates this panel from that below. Within an arch is a profile 

human head, possibly nimbed; the remaining features are worn but may include a cross 

to the left behind the head.  

 

B: As on A, two arched panels are flanked by a lateral cabled moulding. The upper panel 

contains the torso of a nimbed profile figure, facing left. The head is wedge-shaped, 

with pricked ears and a pointed snout that faces down. The figure holds a rectangular 

book. Beneath the lower arch, is the top of a medallion scroll, whose main strands 

terminate in pointed leaves on both sides. Its subsidiary strands intersect with the 

medallion below.  
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C: Two arched panels are flanked by a lateral cabled moulding, with the upper 

containing the head and shoulders of a nimbed bird, facing right. The figure is quite 

worn but the remains of a rectangular book are visible beneath the shoulders. A 

moulding runs from the halo to surround the figureôs shoulders. Within the arch below, 

the head and shoulders of a human figure disposed in a three-quarter view are visible. 

The figure is nimbed, faces left and has deeply drilled eyes.  

 

D: As on A, B and C, two arched panels are flanked by a lateral cabled moulding, and 

may have been decorated with pellets within borders. The upper panel comprises an 

arched frame that surrounds a haloed figure holding a book across his chest, facing 

frontally. A moulding runs from the halo to surround the figureôs torso. Beneath the arch 

below are the crossing stems of the top of a medallion scroll, which flanks a vertical 

stem surmounted by a heart-shaped leaf. Clusters of leaves or berries are visible to the 

left and right of the medallion scroll.  
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I.41. Hawsker 1, North Yorkshire 

 

Incomplete cross-shaft.  

 

Present Location: Vegetable garden in Low 

Hawsker village, North Yorkshire.  

 

Date: First half of tenth century.  

 

Condition: Worn; cross-head and portion of the 

top of shaft broken away.  

 

Description: A: Three panels are delineated on this 

face by a plain edge moulding that is separated by 

three plain transverse mouldings. The uppermost 

panel contains closed circuit interlace with broad 

strands and drilled hole-points. The second panel 

comprises closed circuit interlace with deeply cut 

hole-points and rectangular crossing sof the 

strands. Below this panel is a quadruped with 

tapering legs, a long neck and backward turned 

head, whose body faces right. Beneath this is a 

pendant triquetra, and the lower half of the shaft is 

undecorated.  

 

B: B comprises four panels with worn edge 

mouldings. The uppermost is broken, but contains 

the remains of Como-braid twist. The second 

panel is composed of basket plait in modelled 

strand with regular, deeply cut hole-points. The 

third panel contains a ring-knot with four return 

loops in modelled strand. The fourth panel contains a pendant triquetra. As on A, the 

lower half of the shaft is undecorated.  
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C: As on A and B, the lower half of the shaft is undecorated. Above this, the carving is 

very worn and contained within a wide, plain edge moulding, divided into panels by 

three transverse bands. The lowermost panel contains ornament now unintelligible due 

to weathering, with a triquetra below. Above this panel is one containing a very 

weathered horseman facing left and carrying a spear. The uppermost panel contains a 

closed circuit basket plait similar to that on A.  

 

D: As on C, the edge moulding is wide, but here flanks only a single planel of plant-

scroll, without foliage, which emerges from a node at the middle of the shaft. At the 

base of the plant scroll are three pendant pellets, and it is flanked by two slim strands 

that form pattern C loops in each spandrel. As on A, B and C, the lower portion of the 

shaft is uncarved.  
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I.42. Holme upon Spalding Moor 1, East Yorkshire 

 

Cross-shaft fragment.  

 

Present Location: Built into exterior south wall 

of church of All Saints, Holme upon Spalding 

Moor, Eastern Yorkshire.  

 

Date: Ninth to eleventh century.  

 

Condition: Broken away above and below; badly 

weathered; only one face visible.  

 

Description: A: A flat-band moulding on the 

lateral edges of the shaft connects and expands at the top to form an undecorated arch. 

Within the arch is a human figure seated upon a two-legged stool with rounded feet 

and a rectangular seat. The figure, arranged in profile and faceing left, wears a knee-

length garment whose folds have weathered away. The figureôs left shoulder is 

rounded, and the arms are extended before the body with both hands shown open, the 

thumbs pointing upward. The figure has incised eyes and a drilled mouth, with a 

rounded and raised moulding above the head forming the hair. Below the figure at the 

base of the panel are the remains of the moulding, which attaches to tendrils with 

simple volute heads situated above the arched moulding of the now lost panel below.  
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I.43. Ilkley 1, West Yorkshire 

 

Cross shaft.  

 

Present Location: Inside church of All 

Saints, Ilkley, West Yorkshire. 

 

Date: Mid-to-late ninth century. 

 

Condition: Possibly complete, apart 

from missing crosshead; carving is 

slightly weathered and worn.  

 

Description: FCE A: Each of the four 

panels on this face are delineated by a 

plain moulding. In the uppermost 

panel, a frontal figure with a plain nimbus sits wearing flowing drapery, and holds a rod 

or staff, apparently grasped by both hands, although only the left is clearly visible. The 

figure possibly raises his right hand in blessing. Below, there are a pair of vertically 

arranged confronting beasts with long, curving bodies. Their tails intertwine and form a 

Stafford Knot. The third contains a biped facing left, with a long tail that curls in 

between its legs. The fourth panel contains another beast, similar to that above, but with 

a much longer neck, and forked feet. This quadruped turns its head back with open jaws, 

and its tail intersects its neck. The beast has a lump behind its neck, possibly indicating 

a wing.  

 

B: This face contains a continuous scroll, beginning at the base of the shaft; above the 

second spiral, there is a stem-like form, with two drooping branches, which are 

connected above the top of the stem. Above this there are five more scrolls. At the top 

of the shaft, are two medallions with tri-lobed pointed leaves. The plant-scroll carved 

on the upper three-quarters of this face merges into a tree-like object with a central trunk 

located above two conjoined spirals at the base of the shaft. The tree-shape is surrounded 

by a zig-zagging double outline, radiating from its trunk and connecting to the plant-

scroll above. 
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