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Recollecnons of experiences and ordeals dunng the World War 1l and hfe aﬁer outsrde

the Homeland Ae il .
1. Parents A

Our parents were born in southern Poland (Podkarpaere) part of Carpathlan mountams

 Mother was born in Zadziele, near the town of Dobra on 25/ l 1/ 1 899 Father was bom in
- Jurkow, district  Limanowa, on 26/02/1898."
A They were married in Dobra on 30/07/1922.
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“In the late 1921, followmg the 1920 “Bolshevik” war, our father, as a mrlltary volunteer

fighting the Sov1et Union’s army incursion into Poland, received 64 acres of land in the
hamlet of Jatwiesk,close to the town of Swislocz.

Soon after ; marriage; our parents moved to thé granted land settlmg on the southem srde
of the railway line.- The rallway line ran through the property. B

* They had to start from scratch as there was no house or any farm burldmgs or equrpment

‘necessary for farming. However, with hard work, determmatron and effective

- management, our parents built (with years) an efficient and prosperous farm holdmg with
~ good prospects for the future.

ril

All four children weré born here:- SR A I SRR R
Helena (Hela); b. 1923 , Stanislawa (Stasra)b 1925 Mreczyslaw (Mretek) bom o

2210411927, Walena (Wala) b. 26/04/1930

i
30 o

2, World War ll & Deportatlon to Sovret Umon ;
On September 1‘t 1939; the powerﬁrl German army attacked Poland srgnalmg the start of

O N 1oT

** WW Il and our prospects for the futire suddenly looked bleak’ On 17%day of fighting the

Sov;let Umon army crossed the border mto Poland attackmg Pol1sh army from the rear.

Overwhelmed by the two powerful armies, the’ War was over in 3 1/2 weeks Poland was
occupied along the so called Curzon line; by Germany west of the line, and the Soviet
Union seized the territory east of the line, according to the Ribentrop-Molotov pact;
signed by Germany and Soviet Union prior to the start of the war.

We were in the Sovret Umon occupred part of Poland

f ,!
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~ OnF ebruary 10th 1940 a Russran army. Colonel and 4 soldats(soldlers) wrth nﬂes on the

ready, arrived at our house at S5am (strll dark)."They lined up the family in the bedroom,
except father who was ordered to stay in bed with an armed soldier watchmg over, while
other SOldlCl’S searched the house for weapons They drdn t ﬁnd the gun Father hld 1t
well. B .

After the search, the officer told us that we are berng drsplaced ('by force?, read
deported), but would not tell us where to.

‘Next, he told us to pack’ some warm clothmg and food to last fora month and be ready to
"'move in % an hour. Father was not allowed to get up to help packmg and had to stay in

] "

the bed until we were ready to go.'
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The officer then took two soldiers and went to our uncle Stankiewicz's household
(nelghbouring farm) to get them ready to move too. In the meantime, we were ordered
Into the horse driven sleigh (our own), made ready by, the local men, and with the armed
escort moved towards Swislocz railway station. .
4bout half way, we were made to wait for the Stankiewicz family to join our “party”. It
was an extremely cold day. The temperature was close to — 40 C and we had to wait
outside for.nearly 2 hours, At the railway station familigs were ordered with baggage into

- small, two axle cattle wagons, 30 people per wagon. For beds, there were a sort of | -

platforms (rough planks), 3 levels high, at each end of the wagon, In the centre, potbelly
Stove and a little wood enough for a few days. At nights it was so cold that blankets froze
to the wall of the wagon. o -

 The toilet was a metal pipe mounted in a hole in the floor at the back wagon door, which
-\vas permanently locked from the outside. - o ' sk

iyt 2 aoand jusend ontg g

. About midnight on February 10% the train left Swislocz, travelling east, for the border

town of Baranowicze where they had to change wagons because the Russian railway .

- 8auge was wider than European standard. Now we were certain that they, were taking us

to the Soviet Union and most likely somewhere in Siberia, as it was the Russian way to

-get rid of “Undesirables”, by taking them to places with litle hope of return or survival.

We travelled, under military escort with doors locked from the outside, day.and night for
two weeks, , Stops were made only to get water and on two occasions we were given
soup. Sometimes the train stopped for hours in uninhabited places. There was no medical
aid for the sick. The dead were left in the snow near the railway line. T

After two weeks of this “free ride journey” in‘the locked (st of the tlme),dark,

., crowded, cold cattle wagons, the train arrived as it turned out to our final destination; at a

. small tovy of Karabasz, locate on asternside of Ural mountains, on Febrary 24 1940

IHYY Gl ) Tt saiip nattat ol lifs Divia o' 0lnt atyeae] 90ty Lovsmo geiris fennt 1 § 12
The route from the Homeland to Karabasz was: Swislocz—Volkowysk—Baranovici

~ Minsk—Smolensk—Roslay—Orel-—Tula—Stupino—Ryazar—Saransk—

Oktybrianski—Ufa—Chelyabinsk—Kusztym (change train to narrow gauge rail)—

Karabasz sollacniinsdi S cdr ot odibiaons ol e TETE T Ted U0 i’ [ — | !
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Upon arrival, the people on the train were divided into two groups and placed in

. ... temporary accommodations, one group near the copper.mine and other near the smelting

. Toom.

works, Later on, people were moved to,a specially built barracks with one family per

K

* The two sites of the barracks were located on the outskirts of the town: one, 2 km north

'(néé} the mine), where 147 families (725 persons) were placed, and another, 6 km south
of the town (near smelting works), 175 families (934 persons).,Our family'was at the
north site. ' ’ '
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All rooms (32 per barracks) were of the same size, 12x16 feet, had 2 wooden plank . 'F
" platforms for beds, a small table, 2 stools, wood stove and one small window. No running i
. ‘water. One water pump outside for the whole site of 3 barracks, . /" .
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We were classitied as * SPECPIERESIEDLENCY?; sort.of Displaced Persons-(about 30
millions of them in Stalin’s time) who were forcibly relocated from. their homes, (losing

7 all their possessions.) to far away places.and forced to reside in the designated locations,

- called “Posiolki. 1~

This class of people werc-consider.éd, By the hﬂing',cbmmunist,Party;.':zlS.-an?ngniy.pfﬂlﬁ

- ‘Soviet Urtion and, as such, did not have any righfs that a regular S:U. citizen had. It was

like the people did not exist,. This also applied to the S U citizens:who were forcibly
relocated to some other part of the country based on the fact that they were allegedly
against the Bolshevik government. *: .. . . . Py boowsll g o7

[N e

The Authorities did not inform people why they were uprooting them, nor where.to. It
was done without any accusation or explanation. As we found out later, after “amnesty”,

our family’s.“crime” was that father joined the Polish army as.a yolunteer to defend

~-Homeland against thé Soviet Union invasion in 1920, - - SRR ST

29 R4 T

- We were not allowed to move outside Posiolek (except to the place of work) without a

permit. However children did not need passes to go outside Posiolek. ‘Al personal - *
papers—passports, ID cards, membership cards, etc, even school certificates (from polish

schools, of course) were confiscated. Anything that could identify a person was taken.

-Komendant (Qommansi,e.r), NKWD (nowdéw KGB) §fiipef, had an absolute authority

over people in the Posiolek. He was referred to as the “Master of life and death”. -
According to the Soviets’ slogan, “who does not work, does not eat”( sounds like one
had a choice). But, in fact, there were none for us. Everyone over 16 years old had to
work ata designated place. Refusals were punished with a fine and/or imprisonment.:

.~Under 16, had to attend school (lessons in Russian language). - = - - '

oo

Father and sister Hela worked in the copper. ming deep down below the gr.m,i.nd.jn very
‘bad conditions: water up to the knees, and, the management of the mine, most likely,

- never heard thé word SAFETY. v i 01 i

> .on

4

Mother worked in construction and in the summer in a bog field digging and stacking

peat, to dry. It was very hard work.. Sister Stasia worked at.different jobs, and also with

mother at the peat bog. Wala and I(Mietek) went to the regular Russian school, starting
ne level lower than at the level we were in Poland. At the school we were treated pretty
well.” VoA s a2 C e

L GES

_People were -.pai.dj.'of_.t.h&? work performed, but the-pay was low considering long hours,

hard work under unsafe conditions, especially in the copper mine and smelting works.

- Food was rationed on a card system, but rations were too small to sustain reasonably |

healthy bodies, even for children. . i

Y g

~My.contribution for suryival was to scrounge additional food and to get firewood for

cooking and to stock enough for heating, to last the long and very cold winters.

To supplement the meagre rations, we were selling or bartering with “local” people (who

were relocated into Karabasz years before), for food with the little goods we had brought
from Poland. When (though not often) some food items or other goods were available

“without the need of ration cards at one of the shops in town, long lines of people would

form in the evening, waiting all night until the shop opened in the morning. When the
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- was being moved there too. . .

+ The journey. was very hard. Railway carriages were not heated, overcro

~test—_

-shop opened, there was no mare line, People pushed and shoved with'no mercy just to get
to the door to have a chance to buy whatever was available. There were never enough

- Boods for every customer. Waiting all night with the hope of getting something, .-

especially bread or other food items, usually
had managed t6 buy available items, . - - 6070 4 ‘
There were fights, broken bones, and there were occasions when I felt I’d be. squeezed to
gseg:. foweyeg With practice I managed allright, but also, many times came back empty-
ane L e ey O T . “"" PR

To get firewood we had to go about 6km up and down the hills into the woods with the
barrow or sleigh in the milder days of winter.

.3{ i “Amnesg”

only a small number of people (strong ones),

In June I9f}1 Gérmany attaéked Soviet Union. The fwo ﬁations‘ that together. conquered,
and occupied Poland, suddenly became enemies.

Soon afer the start of German—Soviet Union war, the treaty was signéd between the

Polish Government in exile (residing in London, England) and the Soviet Union, on July

72.30,1941. -+, ‘

The treaty included the declaration of
forceﬁllly_,gieported by the Soviet Unio
who were currently being held in pris
army will be formed and, when read
Germany. . PG R wseD e

amnesty” for all Polish citizens who were

n into their country and all Polish prisoners of war
ons and labour camps. It also stated that the Polish
, Wil join the Soviet army in the war against
With the announcement of “amnesty”, the Russian-authority recognized our Polish -
citizenship and we were free to travel (with some war-time restrictions), refuse to work, if
You could afford it (no work, no ration cards) and supposedly have all the rights as
Russian citizens, but in practice it wasn’t 8005 L i D drody e :
People at both Posiolki started to plan' to leave Karabasz for Kuibyshev.(now under
original name, SAMARA), where the Polish army was being organized under command
of General Wiadystaw Anders. .« vor e cilr 10 Lo o 1y by

(

4. Kolkhoz Pfefrowka-—Kazakhstgn_r {iotsd i b S e ,
After many delays, railway authorities gave notice that the train was ready and waiting at
the Kushtym station (aprox. 40km from Karabash) to take us to Kuibyshev. We left

-Karabasli(by the narrow gauge railway train) during the night on'November 6™ 1941 and
-arrived in. Kushtym early in the. morning finding that the train.that was.

supposed.to.be.
waiting, was not yet available: v . :

Eventually, after waiting 3 days in the open in snow and cold weather, the train arrived,
but with fewer coaches than was ordered. These were old suburban type coaches with
wooden seats, not really suitable for long, journeys. With the shortage of 5 carriages we
were packed, proverbially, like “herrings in the barrel”..» " o
Another surprise (what else?) was, that we were not going to Kuibyshev but further
south, to the region of Tashkent, in the republic of Uzbekistan, because the Polish army

‘Page: 1" 7o Ay
: TiAges were g rowded and hardly
any'food. The train was stopping often but we never knew fot how long. Whenit = °

)



stopped at a station, people were running out trying to buy or barter (or steal) for food.
Somqtlmes, people were left behind because the train suddenly moved away without
wanmng, __ '

At times the train would be placed on the railway siding in the middle of the treeless, dry
grassy steppe with no living sout or dwellings around for miles.

After travelling, stop-& go-for- 12 days, we arrived to-our supposed destination where the
train was placed on a siding, outside the city of Tashkent.

Next day, the train was moved back 150 km north, to the town of Arys, where we stayed
in carriages for 3 days. The reason for this move was apparently, the city of Tashkent and
surrounding regions were_overcrawded with evacuees from already German. occupied
areas and that is why there was no room for us.

Eventually, the local Authorities decided that we were to be moved to the region of
Dzhambul in Kazakhstan and soon after the train was on the-way. At the Chimket railway
station stop, we found out that our destination was the town of BURNOYE, at which
place we arrived at about midnight on December 2™ (or 3*) 1941.

After nearly a month of living in the railway carriage, it was a welcome change to spend
a couple of days where we were temporarily put up in the public buildings (schools,
cinema , Kolkhoz house club).

The plan was to relocate “the people of the train” in to the neighbouring collective farms
(Kolkhoz), 2 to 3 families per Kolkhoz. _

Our and the Salamonczyk family were assigned and moved by horse-driven wagons to
our-Unplanned.Destination---Kolkhoz named, PEETROWKA::
Our journey route by train from Karabash was: ’
KARABASH---KUSHTYM---CHELABINSK---TROITSK---KARTALY---ORSK---
ORENBURG—AKTUBINSK--KAZYL ORDA---TURKESTAN—ARYS-=-_
TASHKENT-—back to ARYS--- CHIMKET---BURNOYE.

Pietrowka, a large village was located about 15 km from Burnoye close to the foot-hills
of the western range of ALATAU mountains. It was considered a “wealthy” kolkhoz (as
compared to the native Kazakhs collective farms) built and inhabited by Ukrainian
Kulaks (well to do farmers) who were deported from their homeland to this place in
1933—1935 by Stalinist government, because they were against joining cotlective farms,
Pretsidiatiel, (kolkhoz manager), housed our two families (13 persons) in one large room.
For beds, rough-boards.on shaky, stands: No running water-or washroom: ;.

Food was scarce. Work was scarce too. It was winter and usually there was not much
activity on farms at that time. According to. the Soviets’ dogma- “Who does not work,
does not eat” One could buy some food from the local people, but we did not have money

or anything left to barter with. By now, our possessions were what we wore on our.backs.. -

Father worked with horses or cattlé when work was available, but this was not very often.
Hela, who was good with needle-work, helped-too, however people usually wanted-a lot-
for very little.

I worked sometimes with oxen, carting hay or straw or when snow had melted, driving
oxen io*fhe'pasture’on the steppe. It was a hard and-frustrating task to-control a herd-of
stubborn beasts while riding the oldest horse in the kolkhoz and bouncing on the wooden
saddle, probably a relic from Genghis Khan’s times.
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For the little werk we could: get, we were getting very little foed: If I rememberright,.
100gm of flour per person per day, and not always every day. If there was chance, we
would steal. One day helping to unload wheat grain into the storage that was in the part of
the building we were staying, I would let the grain fill the felt boots I was wearing (my
father’s) with wide uppers reaching to the knees; and a large pockets of the cloak 1had

" on. Then on one or the other pretext, went to our room emptying the grain and go back
and forth until unloading was completed.
Boiled wheat grain tasted very good!

'The fuel for ceeking and heating was a big problem, Neo- trees or shrubbery on-the steppe.-
Loc_als use “kiziak™(dried cows dung mixed with straw) for fuel, which they prepare
during warm summer months. We had to rely on the “left-overs” of animals (cows,
}l::rses) fodder, (that is, a hard stalks and stems of the various weeds contained in the

Yy
This valued fuel was rationed for us, one bundle per week.

In the beginning of February 1942 some encouraging news had filtered through, by word
of mouth, to Pietrovka and surrounding kolkhozs where Polish families were staying,
that the Chief of Staff of Polish Army in the Soviet Union, General Wladyslaw Anders -
made a deal with Stalin, allowing the army (still in organizing stage), families and

- orphan children to move to Persia(now named Iran).

Soon after, Polish army organizers, (headqartered in the town of Chok- Pak, about 20 km,
from Burnoye) started to recruit men into 8" Infantry Division. The actual camp of the
Division wast4km from Chok-Pak, in the abandoned “Shahta™ { coal mine) buildings.

Father joined the army in the beginning of March and was stationed at the Shahta camp. .
Unfortunately, soon after he became very ilt with typhoid fever. Sister Stasia joined the
army to.take care of father. Luckily, he survived, but never fully recovered.-

weeks aﬁer father became-ill; Hela developed very hlgh fever that turned out to be-the~
typhus sickness. She was taken to the hospital in Burnoye where she died within a few
days of the arrival, on April 4™ 1942,

Mother and I, and two of our frlends Borkowski and Salamonczyk (our neighbours in
Poland) went to the hospital to claim.and:to. bury Hela’s body. We had a quite a shock
seeing how the human corpses were treated.

Dead bodies were kept in the half broken shack with gaps in the walls. Partly frozen
naked corpses (snow was still on the ground), without any identifications, were piled up
on the table in the middle of the shack. More bodies were scattered around on the dirt
floor.

After finding Hela’s body, we buried her, wrapped in a white bedshest in the shaIIow
grave (ground was still frozen) in the hospital grounds “cemetery™. .

Tt was hard to_take Hela’s death, especially for mother. Tt was t‘he ﬁrst deat’n in our -
immediate family. She was so young, just 2 months into her 19% year. Hardly had time to
enjoy and or experience normal-live. Malnutrition and 1 1/2years work i the copper mine
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did not help her to! hght'that temble drlseasr Tr\ouf v] 5, she was m rdened by tl;le
vl

would be evacuated to Pers1a, and fanilies; Yzhxch toul amve jn timg to the Shahta
camp, could depart with the Dmsmn T
That was welcome news and full of hope that we; rLay ’ve a chance one hever knew
with Soviet suthotity, becauss they gduld Ghanige their | any xplana‘tion, o
and would dot admit that they have EEd 1in"the ﬁrsi place) to leave th1 iuman” place !
for good.: As it was, we were, 50 1o $peak, af the epd oﬁfhe te;ncr hungly m rags and no
prospects to survive much longer in these condmons ‘

A l !
The Infantry Div. Jeft the Shahta catpp at tl‘se end, of Mqrch arﬂ WE; supposédly, to follow
in about week’s time. " -lesul)
Father was not well enough to go mth the y, 1 and Was tr. ferred to the pam;i in e
Yangi-Yul, nr. Tashkent. From there, bverla dvia hospi tal trainto Persia. Unfortunately,
he did not make it. He died on Aug; ,22 1942 at the ag,e of 44, close to thejPersian ..
border, and was buried in the Polish'army cemeteny, in 3 small town of Elshy '
- nr: Ashkhabad in (now) Turkmenstar,: This we found qyt after the 4in 1946.
- believe, father’s brother,’ Jan (.frair Blazej) who Ms m(iPoland found out about father’s
death from the Red Cross and then passed ’zhe news to Mother, who was wnh Walaatthe _ .

|. |v.x.‘:

'tlmemLebanon Dy e ; «,' o it 104 EDERINI PRIRY,
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At about that nme-, a word came from the drmy headquﬁmers that the. 8“‘ Infantry bmsnon j
2
|

ousa

i

Mother, Wala.and T walked about 16km to jom o’cher ct‘vﬂlans at the Shahqq camp where
thé preparations were bemg made for the anticipated departure to Persia. *{
'The army unit that had stayed behind/to hqmdate camg, and 1,0 organize departuge took
good care of the cmhans prov1d1ng food some clhthes and a'warm place to stay -
: JAade TR R Bligaet olaua v
Two days after amval we were informed’ that evacuatxon o’r the Polish army from the
* Soviet Union has been Sompleted, and the; l,lquldapon Wit and.civjlians frofn the- Shahta
“will be moved to:the place named GUZAR in the Republic of Uzbekxstaxa,a )
_ This was shocking news, Double bloy to on,lr hopes WE ! are sill to rlemam in this
inhuman place, and no word when, if ever; we’ll ‘get out from the Soviet Union. .
As for Guzar, terrible rumors have been cnrfulatmg for,sometlme about that place
Diseases, sucht as typhus, typhoid fever, dysentery, malatia-had been yagmb‘ amohg
emaciated Polish people.. Thousands, died; soldiers, twjce as any ¢ivilians, mainly. -
~women and children.’ And these were not mmours, as we'soort found4and Hany of us

‘experienced illness in our relatlvely short: stay m, Gum ; i ' i' . f ‘

Atthe end of Aprit (or-beginning of. May), We went by foot trom: Shahta o the (,‘;hok-Palc '
‘railway-station and boarded the waltmg tram for our 3 days Joumey1 to Guzar |

“The route to Guzar was. - - 8
CHOK-PAK -- CHIMKENT i ARYS - TASI-H(E ' SYREARYA D:ZiHIZAK x

SAMARKAND = LA'I"‘AKURGAN NAVOI - KUGAN: (BUKHARAY:KARSHI -
GUZAR ,.;zfr’,,’;!t’
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" side by sidé around the room on straw. mattresses

. Then I.saw sonretiing | reniember ¢l
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After a-dayior two in Guzar ,Wélﬁzj\ﬁ I'wete placed in the orphanage in carkin-Hatash -
(Death Valley). It was d terrible pla é No {exis{ént sanitary Ficilities, contaminated -
drinking water, not enough food, sw'ﬁiten'n‘ sheat:(‘iemp%:‘ ature reaching over 50 degrees

C). A high numbet of ci’u:ldren had st iseasds in this place. |, . !
i ! ’ L :

ccumbed tol

; i : ! f ¥ P
Maother toak Wa’!lﬁ"onj orphanage tp'stay with Ker in tb’? " ter;)‘ “ camp near the 1"|j'ver
Guzar-Darya. I joihed “Junaki” (Young Soldiers) that was organi ed by the militiry, so
as to enable to evacuate young pe()plé under 18 with the army, g&ut of the S¢ yiet U,m'on.
Soon after joining, I conz;'actefd a sevére cjsk of d}:!sent rSl and & few &ays later typhus
f<Eaught up with me. 16 daysin hospilgt, 12'0f which mostiy- uﬁ;ﬂ';ousc"mus_d[;zé to-the high
ever, T i Fhovatil g e ¥ e L it A ENE -
The hospital was the mud-brick, low, narrow building with flat roof: There were lorily 2
beds occupied by the tWo most'seriqus case-patients. Rémaining patidnts (about 50) lying
ses.on the dirt fidor. It was stifling'hot
iin theliddle of th'e‘ room,

f

during the-day. A buckét or twé of \Q'ra'f,ter dumped pn th?{ﬂ'ooﬁ
kept the place a-little cogler. ' L [' !

On the Sthor6%.day in?tbe hds?igal‘,fe{fmnié (friend oﬁc%t'u.r.isistte;.Staéia),-wdlié,mei' up 1o
tell me that Stasia,who Has beeir working ity this hospital, passed away just a couple hours
ago. I don’t think Iwas fully conscidus at e timid, bechuse 1 thought I had b bad dream.

Urfortunately, it really happened. Stasta died z the beginning of Furd 1942;at the age of
17years old and was burried in the Palish ilitary, cemetery in uzar’ Uzberistar). V.
F remember drinking some: reld ‘coi-oéﬂed-'ﬁgﬁd- of tather Stran b taste that nurse insisted it
was good for the healing of dysenteri.,As I found later, my Mother made the concoction
but, since visitors;were rot atlowed side?the hospitat;] she as'léed- a nurse td-keep giving
me it as a medicine. It must have helped. I was h;lcky to recover from both diseases -
considering,.that the goiiigrate ofﬂ{é; dead bf the admitted p:ftie’nts was around '?5%, -
[ think [ Ieft the hbspitdlon July Sti ér 6% It was b scofchiing Hot, (tmp. 4rp.mdi PN
50deg.C), the sun at Zenith, clear sKy, no trace of breeze. I was standing outside trying to
find a-shade to hide my ciean] shaved!bead; jand tifiguge out where 1 Was stjpposed-iogo:
There were hardly any people around. = ¢ i R

N

] b ) i
arly o this day. A big Uzbek male wearing a full
length fur coat (fur outside) and'a hu e fur hat, riding 4 little donkey. I redlized, }ater on,
that his unseasonal attire was to proteet hiph from the heat, hqwever; the contrastatthe -
time, seemed unreal.. Here, I'stood bare htaded wearing a thu} short sleeves shirt and
shorts, while the guy dressed fz_)r Narth .Po,l.?, .fidés' unéél?.cemgd. of the heatd' . ;
. O : v ! : b ) ; :

'3 ’ : \ : : S ¥ . o ‘

Anyway, I must. have had a com plegfc.l,aps_jc\of memory ffor.a‘,pe{nad of the. monthidr . -
fonger: Thiis is not umisuat‘after thie bout with typhus:, N A
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‘lookedlrkeanorcba.rd g { T ,“,l : ..f

Next thing I remembered, after the sc '\e with the "’don ey rider” wakmg up in the mid
of the night with a'swarm of rhosqurt es blzzing! dnd b1}:1ng like crazy At lﬁrst I couldn’t
make up where 1.was. In the d;m ngnt 1 coum see, people asleep on me gro' d, in what
¢ inal)

1 must have been very tu:eo because Just covereo my nead with the bianked and f Ie1
asleep again. In the mommg, I was toxld that my face looked like a red puﬂlyt mass. The
pesky gnats kept ;uu(ing ine b'u“JOu ghfougr l"ie brauket : T l !

', ' . f i T ! '

.1 also- fuund outthat I was-in- the tovm of 1rQ’}[‘AB about 70 L km n‘,rt‘l of Guzar, v vhere our

Junaki school unit has been transfent:d int the preparatrdn of moving out from the Sov1et
Union into Iran, Qur tPt“p!‘\ ary- nua}rtf-‘rc .‘u.mrp in the orange mevn'\)nﬂ'\ S‘hnﬂr;\a \x'mft-\r .

i St . esANea.

in the. ungatron ditches. An jidéal breeding ground in the'hot clrmate for nrqsqurtoes
We slept on the bare ground under:the sky with mosquitoes feasting on our.blood and

: .mfectmg many wrth malana bug Wrthm two weelcs I had my first’ bout of, {malana

! have no idea (memory) how l.got into Krtab or tor thatrmatter wl‘at happpned n’ (Jumr
where I must have stayed at least 3 weeks after leaving hosprtal After all, I, must have

-came back 1o the Junaki unit,:most iikely had a contact, with qumef and Wara, WDO were

stationed not far from our camp, and | posst ly visited Stasia’ s grave! Also 'I’ havd only

sketchy recohecnons of ihe Journey 1rom mmb to tne port of I\_Vdsnovodbli, on e -
Caspian sea. . ° ! : j : -

: ¥ IR
= C

. 4
On August 11" or12th, 1942 we boatded the train in Kitab It took 3-1/2 days across .
mostly umnhabrted steppes ahd numerous, tlmnels arounld Sarriarakand and Ashkhabad
moun ‘The: tram st opped on the way at the Mary. statron oy urkmenostm ) where we
were treated to the dinner of rice and meat that was dry and hard hke leather (probably
oid camei or donkey meat) Apparentiy, this ¢ oanquet was Staiin’s gesture of tarewell
(mosthkelyvnshmg eatandchokeonlt N b 5503 5 21 — 3 Foih f ¥ ,

In the-morning-of the 4 day thetram stopped 7km froim tne IsrasnoWodsk;port where
after leaving the train, the NKWD ( now KGB) conducted the search for yveapons gold,

: Russian national treasures and announced that it is against the law to take the Russian

1

currency out of the Soviet Union and, therefore, each and everyone must leave the
roubies here, priot to embarking the boat. Further, we wiil walk the ykm 1o the port and
are allowed to take only the amount of the baggage on the- boat that one, cdn carry to the
pO_[’t 1y '

The sick and mﬁrm w111 not’ be allowed on the boat and will be taken to hosprtals

At the start ot the v 'al , WE had to pass, onp by one, through the ch k-pormt w1th NK\"D"
officers on both sides of the passage checkmg ID’s and: remmdmg us to throw the roubles
into farge sacks 'which were pIacea ‘on eacn side at the cnecrc-pomv Lointhis 14

The walk was hell. The sun was strll hrgh in the sky Terribly hot. Nothmg to dnnk
‘Majoriiy of peopie were wedk and ‘many sick who*were not fit to wiik, hopvever, aﬁaro 10~
be left out and the great desrre to get out of this ternble place, were determmed to make it

; some‘row. to the b0°t H ' i m

! i i v o }
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" Personally, | was stlll weak ar{q bot eI:]d
doing not too badly until near the des atlbn when two of my‘ fnendsl helpéd me to get to

‘the port and on tothé boat. ;-
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vhth aﬂe(-eﬁ cts of' dysentc'ry buﬂ had been

The boat was, as it turned out, an old 1stem sh1p do th pace for the’ peopﬁé was| very
limited: It was so growded one,couro ardiy movg, aro I was rrymg to fipd out
whether Mother and Wala were on th boat, but eyen 11}[l they ere, WOuld most‘ hkely,
have 'mssed them in that overcrowdefi place [ 7 s * phoat s

' ; ! l
- “vcnmmly about 9am; Aug 16" (not sure of the date) 1942, thL boat ShOde off and we.
~ were on the way to FREEDOM. The $ea wds calm, sailing smiaoth. Howe\qer the24 '

hours passage ‘Wwas térribly hard for passengers. Crowd“d no dr'x‘km" water, essentially’
one washroom for whicl there'were long lines, as'many had dxarrhoe‘at Sofhe, in‘urgent
need to religve nature, tried hanging over the outside of the ship. A few did.drown in the
sea, as being weak, had not enough strength to bold on and/or to heave bagk on the deck.
It was early morning Aug.17® when the boat came to the stop about 2-3 km from the

" shore-of the small port. of PAHLEVI in Persia. Thepo had nd fac;htres for Iarger boats

so we were ferried in the smaller boats to the shore.

The natives. were watcking wrth bew]Iderment seging qu of’ emacuited “)e,'zk and
sick'men, women and’ ch1]dren inrags bemg brought b, J;\ oats to the shore! Man§
hundreds, mostly chiidren and.oid pe,ople were buned in the mewly‘estanushed Pousn
cemetery out51de Pahlev1 port f ir randl

1 3: ' I! . ;. !
' . . n S . | >
6. Persr..g .'Lx'an!= ' : ‘;'t ¥ : : pr ;(. o i,

‘On the 3 'day of our arnval (we were stiil sxeepm ungier the slcy on the bgach, pnor to

the “de[ousmg process 7)1 got oy first ¢ meetmg with the malana ’fever There were
many more,-as it-accompanied me for the next qmontﬁ:s '

It is a nasty sickness caused by protozoan parasne transmltted 'by mbsqultbes After each
attack, one feels like ah mejmuea have bcén drained from t uxc budy

Anyway, before we wére allowed to enter to the; prean'anged accommo atipn (tents) in

- the military-camp (officially, Junaki was military schieol), our ‘clothes were. bumw, heads

clean shaved, hot showérs and real soap (ﬁ}'st in:months), the‘n prov1ded vqth the clean -
underwear-and: F'nohch mrhfanr frnr\lc_.l m‘fomg. Only then t_he oa,g ‘was opene d’ and we: -
were allowed to.pass to -the ‘other side of the wire fence in‘to the “CLEAN: ZONE”
(‘lvﬂlans went thrmwh a slmllar nroc'g-dure rece;vma c]oﬂ’;es rkmatéd by Ai'nerpc,an :
bl
Pahlevi was a nice small town with lot of trees shrubs and ﬂowers Clean wide; streets

with shops full of goods, restaurants; cafes full of sml‘mg and laughmg people After

“only 2-1/2 years in the Soviet Union, it was difficuit to comprenena that such pl!ace stiil

existed, and especially was hard to induce the ‘brain to accept the fact that there were
shops fuil of ali kinds of food, andjfor Ihat matter, any goousmdt a nooy couidouy, as -

much as they would like.

- Natura ally, 1was happy (and luu(y) to get away uﬁﬁl d"lat c.uuw.wual oyau;]m but I “Was not

really in a shape to enjoy this “new life”. T:was weak, had problems in holding food, and
was-worried svhether Mother and Wala- were stxll in Ghzar or had managed togetanthe - -
boat (they did). " [ ! ! | : )
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. the age of 56. L :

before. The attack has started;as soon as I hit the bed.

’ : , ; : : H Ay |
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Altogether, our Family went through very hard titnes in'the last 5 months. j‘wo Sisters

-and Father passed away due tg the diseases and malnutrition. Wala and I hpd typhus,
dysentery and now maiaria. i don’t know how our‘Mother survived through this terrible

period of time. All that'hardsl}jp and pain must have ha'F an effect on:her ela,rly death at
o dr ol e o el e !

IEETRA A SEANY T MR L Tt R U rad Tt
I was taken io the provisional hospital, set up in icnis on the beach, whereti treated for

malaria ( orally taken liquid'quinine, extremely bitter substance), f'ed‘nouq"s;hing food,

. -plusvitamin B injections. €'s ST ¥ v th
‘While in hospital, the Junaki school {approx. 600, age 10-16 yrs old boys) Was moved to
‘Palestine (now-Israel) to-c‘o'ntique education at the semi military schools that were set in’

that country. ! @00 A i o

.

L

“ wy @
. :

Tn about 3 weeks later the word came that the “tent hospitdl” wouldibe closed down, and

all patients who were well enough to travel by motor-coaches would be transferred to
hospitals in Teheran ( now speiled Tehran), the capitailof Persia. 1 was deemed dbie to
endure a rélatively a short trip of about 150km. It was a slow and treacherous ride. The
route ied across mountainous-terrain inciuding thé high ALBORZ mountajils range with
narrow passages, hairpin bends (no railings), and precipices hundreds feet, deep.

I'endéd up i the hospitil, huge red brick building located in 'I'eheran’s suburbs. . -
After 3 or 4weeks stay in the hospital, I joined Motherfnd Wala (late October 1942) who
were staying in the civilian caip in Teheran. [ was no‘longer mem’t}et of tie Junaki
school. R RELEH L e L : ‘

_ We stayed-iogether for about'4 months. However, duri'n"g*(hat period of timre T had 1o

“visit™ hospital 3 times (each stay two and a half'to 3 weeks) as the: malaria féver kept

*-recurring. I-was-a “regular-customer” in that hospital’s Tropical Diseases Ward., Nurscs,

usually greeted me #welcome back Mieczyslaw”, and teasing, »which one of us you were
= \ 'y ) ‘ . . . : .

Laydi g

....... / ’ SR L X - ‘o PO S TR R I e W istad @
Anyway; during the 3% “yisit”, the attendant doctor (I think his name was. Alexander)
suggested to my mother-that I'should, if possiblé,'move inte & different climate (he -
probably had enough of me), explaining that since the treatment here does not work for
me, and each reciirrence doesimore. damage:to:the liver, the change.of climate helps...
sometimes to get Tid off the malarta bugfor'good:- T N

" Coincidently, at that time (Feb.1943), the transport was being organi;zecl'tzjor move about

150 boys (stragglers like I ) to Palestine to join the Junaki school. T signed up, and back in
“uniform, was anxiously waiting for the move. « 1. To et 8,
However, about 3 weeks prior to the departure, a regular check for the malaria parasite,

had revealed that they were ready for action. Regardiess of my strong protests that I was

feeling fine (I didn’t want to.miss the move to Palestine again, like I did in Pahlevi), I
was “kicked™ into the ambulance, ending up onithe same ward ¥ had visited 3-times* -

P | 3
1 , ey

Fortunately, the departure to Palestine had'been postponed fpr couple of ;wée‘:'ks,' so after
the discharge (as cured for the present) from the hospital, and good-byes to Mother and
Wala, I started on the long trek to the biblical “Promised Land,™ at the beginning of April
1943. RS RIS I il "R IAREL vanhy DRSS VI R Lo
|
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Our first stop was at the tranSIt mthtmy cam!p on the outskn'ts dt the town of QAZWIN,

100 km niorth of Teheran. It i is nice medlum size town with lots of trees, grcenery anda

smaii wooden houses with baiconies and columns pamt,ed in strong cotours of vxolet,
pink, blue, but did not really clash with the surroundln%s

And, of course, many colourful dombs of mbsques, and:siender high! towerFtOI minarets.

Unfortunately, we were not allowed outsrd'e the camp

l<or the next stage to the town ot HAMADAN ‘the' wammg was. tssued thaﬂ the ride will'

* be hard and dangerous, as the'route léads dver the: high mountains of ,ZAGROS and the

- down in the deep ravines. J ¢ ek e tiial

road is narrow, in poor shape, steep climbs and iots of serpentmes ‘Indeed, it was some
ride. In companson to the drive from Pahlevi to Teheran, whlch 1 tho'ught wwas bad
enough, this one was much more dangerous. 1 felt at the time; 1 must ndve been some ™

- influence from Above that we amved to Hamadan alive. One Gould see broken vehicles

1
Hamadan is famous for hand made beauttfdl carpets ’ % o

Nextday continuing over.the mountains with the: sru..lar degree of anxiet y' bf danger..
It was extremely hot Thehr ghly heated axr made- 1t dJﬁ'tcult to breathr ‘

At last, dOW'l bclow ona large plam the town of KERMANSHAH (our next stage
destination) appeared Big town, spread w1de and surrqunded by orchards and green
Il“!“

A few kilometers past the town, there isa huge gramte rock showmg the engraved
description, (on the flat face of the wall of About 45m wide x50 m high), of"tne Persian
King’s, Darius the Great 19% and decisive victorious battle on the plam at the foot of the
10\.«1(, over his rebellious go'vemors 01 pluimu.,eb VvuO tucu to carve up the ;PéhSiau J_Jl'hphc a2
forthemselves. - o 1§

‘ '

At last: ’v've could relax a dﬁle, aﬂﬁf g\.uuug over th\' 1&3 mﬁundhn yﬂ$5 1 153 Oig« ich h;ns

AN

replaced mountams ‘bends gentler and road wider. However the heat was stlll

unhearable: - i

Soon after crossmg thePersian—Irak boarder at QASR— E—SHlRlN wereached the
military camp in KHANAQIN, where the Polish troops were:getting ready to j join the

J a:llled forces (Canadlan ‘& British) in the: preparatton for landrng i Stcdy, to start the

Southern Front against Germany and its Allies, L i L
Many-hundreds:of tents:scattered on the-sand. No.frees; shrubs, or even a ladenf grass-
in'that sea of sand. Tt was extremely hot in davtlme cold at mghts Lots of scorptons You

*"had to shake boots well before putting them on,

We stayed there for only 10 days and that \ was more than enough It was t1me to move on

-ourwaytoPalestme ; Sy OIG TR AP oL T I LTI | .Lr|

Our next overni ght stop was at the En ghsh Air Force transit camp Just outmde ’
HABANIYAH town on the shore of the lake of the same name Very hot place on the

edge of the desert. : A i
Now, the drive over the desert was no fun erther Mlles and mlles of empty landscape of

*sand, scorching heat and sand in the ears, ¢yes, mouth, clothes and even in knapsacks.
L. And, Transjordania (now Jordan) desert appeared like the hell on earth. Hundreds of

- kilometers of black magma al‘ld bazalt thrown out by yolcanoes millions of years ago,

covered in grey sand. The dead ground looked like the’ surface of the moon, but hot. The’

1: 1?7
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.»Medlterranean sed: al] the‘way to. the‘Egyptran border in the‘south :

road ran through that scorched dark landscape tbr: abot\ﬁt 500 km until ClOS ngon AL,

AZRAQ where some trees and greenery appeared on tHe marshes surrounding the lake of

the same name. , .
Al Azraq is the only oasis w1th1n 50, 000 sq km. | i !

'We moved on'in the dlreetlon of AMMAN lt was named Phlladelha at the tlme -when
. Jordan was the province of Rome, approx. 2™ century AD.

Now, the desert was more like'in Irak, brown sand, no more black stones After by- ]
passing Amman, the road led through valleys cnss-crossed wrth the high hllls behmd
which was Palestinian border. ,

We crossed the border via General Allenby bndge overJ ordan nver Just norfh of the
Dead Sea, then turned north to the town of Jerichio (didn’t hear any sounds of ir umpets),
and Nablus, next tumed west to Natanya, 4 modern town on the shores of Mediterranean

-sea with fuﬂtﬂotic white: oand uquhu.) i =1 !

Finally, we arrived at our destination in the small town of Qastma, about 65km south of
Natanya, where the Junaki-schoo! was stationed.
What a welcome-change-in the-landscape!'l forgot that therecould be-so muoh' greenefY'

. orange-grooves, vineyards, vegetable gardens:and green.grass: After nearly 3. weeks of

seeing sand, bare mountains, ‘black: desert scorchmg heat and dust, this was f‘E_den” .

7. Junacka Sz"ola Kadetow ny (,am‘ Bnrbara m’ales-tine. Y

After medicai and other rormauues i was assrgnea to the group of anout .suO auys that
was to continue to England tojoin the AirCadets under Air Force. Command

Now, my “guod friend” makdria had intérfered dgain. Jusi a week prior idihe uepdriure U

England, I found myself in the military hospital in the town of Rehovot. While

- undergoing treatment, the: group left for Eugmnd Ll !

1 felt soity at fifst, Because I a]ready was séeing myself ﬁghtmg Germans in the aif, and
my Spitfire or mo.,qr.r to plane covered with crosses of the shot ener y planes. However,
my klsmet was different; and I amglad it- tumed out as it d1d r oot &l

! spent 4- l ’2 wondertul years n Pulestme countr} ot contrasts and’ many 'races and
cultures. Modern, European style cities, Tel-Aviv, Rehovot, Natanya, Harfa inhabited
mostly by Jewish population. Biblical piaces:- - Jerusalem, Bethieyem, Nazareth with
buﬂdmgs churches, mosques centuries old. On the other hand, towns like Gaza, Nablus,
Jaffa; Hebron, are smaller pldbc\ wuh narrow sireets, not too weil cht anu usuaily, fuily
mhabltedbyArabs ' T b e e R ey
The climate, very hot sunm'lers mSung 7 muru.us, Cuangmg into lhe wet, ramv Su
autumn, foliowed by very nice spring: No winter as such, ‘ ]
During that stay, I had been criss-crossing the country visiting many l‘ storical Praces
including trips to Egypt, Syria and also spent a couple of vacations in the ‘beautiful -

Lekanon’ “rhere Mother and Wala were ln'zlnn at ﬂ'm time: J} the Sma" tqum nfnaakrlnd_- S

wisaa

Soon after arriving from hospital, the sr.‘h_ool was, moved to the new nlace called ramn
Barbara, 20 km north of the town of Gaza. It was located very close to the main highway
that was running from the nqrthern Country’s border along the shores of the

s i ) ' .
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About 2km to the west of the camp, on the seashore, were the ruins of Ab&‘lQbLUN
(Ashkelon) city whose turbulent history goes back to 8™ century BC when: 1 was
Cananite’s city. A few centurnies iater it became one of the five pnnqpalmes of
Philistines. Here, apparently, Samson killed 1000 Philistines with donkey’s jaw, and~ .
destroyed their tempie, but ended badly, failing to the charms of ireacherous Dellaiiah.
Followmg the Philistines, the city was occupied, in succession, by Phoemc1ans, :
Assyrnians, Greeks & ROumi'la, tHci‘ud the Great was born here and hie rcuum the city and
built hls famous palaces). - .

In the 7® century AD; Muslims conquered the city. In 1 135 the city .,urrcnuered tcb the
Crusaders. Rlchard the Lion Heart, constructing the defensive walls of the ¢ity’s port
used the columns from Hered’s palaces. I

Complete downfall of the Ashkelon- followed the-capture-of thec:ty by Mamalukes in-

- 13@ century, who razed the cnv to the vround

To thmk of it now, by what strange coincidence; the Ashkelon (now rums) aﬁer centuries
of glory and stormy past, now f‘was occupled” by Polish schoolboys en_yovme its fantastic
beaches-and theswrmmmg n gently movmg wave& : :

i : : ) 3 !
Camp Barbara was simply a place ot sun baked ground with traces of burnt grass and
several barracks made of thin woodeh bodrds. Latge tents, each equipped with 8 beds and
a tabie in the middle, were our living quartérs (“home™) for 4-1/2 years. |
Classes were held in barracks, not insulated. On,the hot summer days the heat was hard
to bear. In rainy season, damp and coid. No heating faciiities in the barracKs or tents.
However, the school Command did everythmg they.could to lmprove the facilities and to
provide suitable conditions for hundreds of young p op:e whﬁ already lodt 3 years of
schooling, to continue their educatlon , _ ~ .

I i . | Y
After entry exam | was assigned to the Ladets school, which-had a cum\,ulum of
Gimnazium (Grammar-school), 4yrs., and Liceum (Advanced) 2yrs L
To make up for the lost time, the first Z school years were done in 12 months, ciasses
carried out 6 days a week; with a short sumimer break. As a military based school , we:
had regular drilis ;marches with full equipment including rifles, range snooung, parades.
However, it interfered with studymg and the military dnlls were elumnated from the
progran; alt togethe'*
In June 1946 I'received certlficate of “Mala Matura“ ( GCE), and passed (successﬁllly)
entiy exam for Adv anc\,d :
About two months after completmg 15T year of Llceum 1in June1947 the camp Barbara
wag liguidated, and the schoel moved te Png'apd H
From:caimp-Barbara by train to-Port-Said, Egypt; then by boat we sailed into-
Southampton port, September 1947. From the port by train to the military tamp in
Bodney, near Norwich, Norfolk.

' i

-School started soon after arrival. successﬁxllv comoleted 2‘“’ L;ceum -and! obtamed the

Certificate-of Matriculation, (Smadectwo DOJrzaloscr) thatermtled to. study at. the-
umversntv level), in march 1948. _ ‘

8. England ' ' | EEEEEE 1

Three weeks after final exams, the J SK(Cadets s¢hool) was officially dlssolved It was
expected, nevertheless, it was sad event. For nearly S years it was my home. | am ever so
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gratetul to the Polish Army tor taking us ajong, trom the hell ot the Soviet: Unton 1n \?

: I\ow our cthcial, status was, “l)1splaced t’ersons people w1thout country or cmzenshlp

- everything, especially housing, all food products rationed‘as well as many other artlcles

1942, when it moved to the Middle East. It gave the chance to many undreds of sick and
undernourished peopie, and especiaily chiidren, to survwe 1o get mecucal care, and B
eventually education. ; ‘ i 3
By ifus iune, Moiher and Wala arrived in nuglauu from Leozuwu and were tempurdmy J |
located in Wales, on Anglesey Island. f

Now, it was the iime {0 decide what to do. Lssentially, there were 4 ehmees for {ne Pohsh s‘g‘
people, (army and civilian), after WW II. |

Cnhanl- 44 Dalan ! . A ps-’
Go back to Poland that riow had the f""“"“m ist Government] }“ghl 4 '".ﬂae".ce‘. g
|

(read, dictated) by Moscow. Actually; British Government has been exerting some b
pregsure on us to go back For our family, like for the most of peop!e whowere from the : 4
eastern parts of Poland, and who most likely went through the hell in the Soviet-Union;
there was na hame ta go to, since that part of Poland was in the Soviet LTpion now,
thanks to generosity of Gt Britain and USA at the Tehran meeting between W.Churchill,
FD Roosevelt and Stalin, in May 1943, and then putting the final “stamp of the approval”
on.their. deers:on at the-Yalta.Confererice-in. 1945;

The British Military were offering to join the British Army, WIth attached
conditions: must sign for 5 yedrs min., 1* assignment, to fight the communist rebels in
the Borneo jungle and Malaysia. Only 3 of our schoolmates signed up.

To settle in other countries— Austraha, Canada, South Africa; USA; S. America.

To demob and settle in England, and that’s what we did.

in Auvust 1943, 1 started to work in cotton miii in xoyton, nr Mancneeter The won:
wasn’t hard, but the processmg conditions for cotton spmmng requlred hrgh humldlty and
lcm,) Ul I U (.lt’g I‘ ll was IlUl dﬂ(.l bll\. Ky, dll(.l lllt? IlUle IIUIII l[lOledn(.lb U.l Illgll bpceu
splndles was hard to take. Jobs were scarce at the time, so one had to stick with it. Life in

et~ L o
Lllblallu lll tuc yUbl VV YV Ll ycalb wad plcuv uaxu l.uélc wcxc auuxmsca alulUDl Ul

that ara aad in avasrudazr 1ifa’ {
VLI GIV WIVAL 111 VYV Uiy i1av. i ¥ g i s

I amhﬂd for ﬂap ct'hnlnmkln lnc an oy mxhtoru) fn c.hu'lu Ahpmxc.fru in ]QAQ _hut umc i
re_]eeted I-took a couple of mght courses at the Tech. College and reapphed This fime I
oot it for 3 years on condition that, 1 take Te:mlee and not Chemistry .

Of' Course i ;ook it, and started the “Higher Dlploma in Textiles”, 3yrs full tlme course at
the Nottingham Technical College. in Sept. 1950.

Thosewefeoneof the-better 3yrs.of my life Curnculum wasnot thai hard, Ieavmg
enough free time for tennis, skatmg and whatever

However the money was tl ght The fees for studles were paid by Comm1ttee directly to
the College. Student, was receiving 19 sterling pounds per month which was not much to
pay for room, food, clothes, books, etc..

‘I'o augment this “princely” sum, | had been doing all kinds ot jobs, pamtmg(houses)
railway porter, post office (at Christmas break) was a must, pay was good and lots of
overtime, cieaning basemens, waiting-hotei, and on Fridays worked overnights making
and smokmg Polish and liver sausages and domg other odd _]ObS like scrubbing pots,
pans and floors. Those were iiie good days |
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Meanwhrle Mother was in the civilian camp, and, Wala, already livi g in Nottingham.
Movmg from Manchester in Aug 1950, 1 took the room & board in the holise Wala was
staying in. :

Wala got married in Aug 1951 and moved to Coventry where her hlisbanh StamslaW
hac been living and had a good job there. In the meantime, the camp Mother was 111, was
to be quuldated and the residents had to find their own accommodation. :

Wala and Stan were able to rent only one shhall ro toom. Coventry was the niost bombarded
and destroyed city in WW1I, by German planes, in England. The living accommoda’ﬂon
was extremely difficult to find. Therefore; Mother moved with me. *~
I managed to find a two bedroom apartment in the residential district. It was a large 3
storey building, having 4 apartments. The’ rent was too-high for student’s pocket, but
making a deal with the owner that, for a suitably reduced rent, we will fook after the
building {collecting rent, paying bills, renting apts. ¢tc), we rrrarrag’ed {0 SUTVive. ' Amdrzey
Glowczeski shared the apartment with us, contrlbutmg to the rent too

S i
Looking for a _]ob after graduatron May 1953, was quite a problem. l ‘extile mdu‘stry n
the 1950s was in bad shape, especially around Nottingham. -
Eventually, I was hired by a farge chemical speciaities manufacturing cornpany, ‘Hardman
& Holden, in Manchester and started workmg in'Q.C. laboratory, in Nov 1953.

In the summer 1953, Wala’s family; busband and baby Zenek, moved to Nottmgham and
soon after they bought a house, settlmgdown south of the river- Trent in West Bridgford..
Mother resided with them. For sometime now, Mother’s heafth was going: ‘down, and in
the beginning of 1956 she fell ill. After relatlvely short stay in the hosprtal 'Mother
passed away (failure of kidneys) on February 22 1956, at the age of 56, and was buned
in Wilford Hill cemetery, Nottingham. i

1t was sad time tor us and it seemed untair 'for Mother who, alter survrvmg through such
hard times and suffering (losing two young daughters and husband within a few month in
1942), passed away at the early age of 56, When the living conditions would aliow her to

enjoy live for many more years in a reasonable comfort Wthh she much deserved

'The (,ompany was encouragmg to turther one’s knowledge relatlve to one’s w ork
offering to pay for tuition, one full day off per week wrth pay for an app;OVed course and
two weeks off with pay, for the year-end exams.

1 signed up for Syears chemistry course consrstmg of 5 subjects Organic, lnorgamc and
Physicaf Chemistry, Maths, and Physics. ™

Studying one full day, two nights, and 6hrs Saturday, per week, I completed the
programme (equrvalerrt to Boc pass) successﬁﬂly in 5 years. 1

After 4 years in QC lab I was tmnsferred to-the Research & Devw e{opmen* {R&D} labs
where I spent very interesting and enjoyable 8 yéars working with a brilliant Chemist,
Sam Harson, whose ideas of a new chemical preducts and processes had resulted in many
approved patents. My main responsrbrhty was experimental work, to develop the -
formulae of products and the processing procedures and also, to. snpply the data for:
application of- patents
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1 am gratetul to Sam Harson for sharing his knowledge and experience with me. The
knowledge, experience and the approach to the sibject of the chemistry as.a whole;:
gained here, served me weii in the future. TOPRRE 5

The management was pressing me to move 1o the production, to start as the deputy piant
mpgr., and to take the plant over after 6 months; when the present plant manager retired.
However, I wasn't really interested-in-the position; one of the reasons being that {-was not-
ready to deal with the Union which was strong and aggressive towards the management
As there was no roont {0 move up in the R&D labs at the time, and 12 yrs ot the same

* work- place (17 in England), the desire to see what’s behind the next;hill was growing

strong. ltwastimetomoveon. & ' o, S feionamt L of s e an s
Meoving progressively west since we left Soviet Union (Middle East, Egypt, England),

‘North America was the logical continuation, and Canada.the place. Bver since ) read the

book ( teen’s age), titled “Kanada Pachnaca Zywica”, by Adler, 1 think, (literal -
translation: Canada Fragrant with Resin, or Rosin), I wanted to see that huige, from ocean
to ocean Country of thousands lakes full.of variety of fish, magnificent Rocky ..~
Mountains, forests full of wild fauna etc., etc.. that the author described in his.book.

On May 14" 1965, I took the boat in Liverpool, and after 5 days of very enjoyable trip,
sailed into Quebec City port, on St. Lawrence river, on May 19" . The next day the ship
cOnjtinued to the Montreal pott, then by train to Toronto, Ontario. Cooi' o ol e
After completing first task, i.e. sending my resume to a number of chemical tirms and
institutions, 1 allowed myself:2 weeks just to look around to get my bearings in the new
surroundings. 1iked what 1 have managed to see,’and 1felt; 1 made a right' move.

Response ant imierviews staried to come, but offers for the job, not. Usuat comments’
were: “your education and experience is very good, but you don’t have Canadian
experience”, whatever it meant, This; by the way, most of the ticw Tmmigrants 0 Canada -
Tooking for work have met with, regardless of the fact that a person was doing a‘similar
or exactly the same type of work for years in-other country.

Anyway, as T could not afford to wait for the right job for too long, 1took the position of
Development Chemist:with a paint firm onJuly 2, 1965 although the pay was far from
satisfactory o '

Soon after, I received an offer for the position of the Plant Chemist with the chemical
specialties manufacturing firm, Witco Chemical Canada Ltd., (branch of Witco Inc. |
USA), that had started eperation in Oakville, west of Taronte, just2 years betore. Salary-
wise, it was not the best choice, however, opportunity for the Company’s and personal
- growth appeared very good. I .accepted the offer and started.on August 23, 1965, and
“grew” with the Company until I retired in 1995 SO0k, S e T
An important advantage of this position for me was that | did not report to anyone, as far
as my technical duties and responsibilities were concerned. It gave me a chance to
modernize faboratory facilities, update anaiytical, testing and manufacturing procedures
the way, | felt should be carried out. - e ol DR \ig
At first, work was hectic, but after hiring an Assistant Chiemist, things wete casier and
going well. ! B b s Ll dlie e
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In October. 19638, the Planit Manager who, 1'thoughit, was a knowledgeable and

experienced Chemical Enginecr, was'let go (clash of personalities with General
Manager). - _ ; <l i, g Lt
I was asked to take over the operations of Oakville location, on temporary/|basis, until a

-new person for this posiiion was found.

As it turned out, this temporary position lasted 10 years. During that period of time, the
plamt and laboratory facilities expanded considerably, white the tabour force, 1ot cat

and office personnel nearly quadrupled. .. .. .= i o

"I did not have.problems with the technical side of run.n'mg the operation, byt 1 have been
Jacking an exposure to the financial and administrative side of the business, and since

being responsivie for the bottor iine of the Oakville operation, T took an industrial
Management night course (perpetual student) at the University of Toronto, and completed
it successfuily in 4 years obtaining the ceriifivaty as Professionai Industrial Tviangger.

It was an extra toil, but quite enlightening and definitely helpful in my work. . -

This 10 yrs period was very intense and hard work, however, 1 hiad & chance 1o feamn & 10t,
travel, meet interesting people and, overall, had a good feeling of achieving positive

_-results

In 1978, the Corporate Management in Mew York decided to epen the Recearch &
Development(R&D) dept. in Oakville location: I'was promoted to Technieal Direetor, and
asked fo organize the R&D dept. i.e. to.equip the new laboratory, to hire personnel, efc,
-and to be in charge of the dept. with the responsibility of all technical aspects for all
Company’s locations in Canada which included. 3 plants in Ontario, and one each in. .
Montreal, Calgary and Vancouver.

Once the dept. was organized, the work was more interesting and altogether life easier,
than running the manirfacturing plant; especially dealing with people. Now, only 42 .
people to deal with, and all graduates or post grads. Chemists. x ,

Duties included fair. amount.of travelling within Canada.and USA.

1 continued in this position uhtil my otficial retirement at 65 in'April 1992, and 1 must say
that it was very interesting, challenging work and most enjoyable 14 years out of 27 yrs
wirh the Company. . j , ‘
Actually, I continued working part-time, 3days/week for additional 3years, and had an

- uffer o Reep guing antit ' reach 75 yrs ol age, bul it was iitre w0 @ste tire foii

retirement and, thus, expressed my thanks to the President of the Company for generous
offer, and started Ty, presumaviy, ieisure time, inthe begimmang of 1955,

Looking back; the move to-Ganada, as it turned-out, was theright one.-With a bit of luck,
1 was “at the right place, at the right time” to land the job with the Company that allowed
me the freedom of thought and making decisions, and providing a reasonable material

Hieatis for a faitly éemforiable living standard it working years and-in the retirement.

“The Country is huge with great variety of climate, terrain, thousands of lakes, huge
timbered regions, “endless” prairies(plains), and majestic Canadian Rocky Mountains.
There are fots of opportunities of the outdoors activities, e.g. skiing, camping, goifing,
fishing (excellent), sailing, etc., and 1 am glad 1 had a good fortune to enjoy these.
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In 1969 bought a newly built house in Mississauga city (Ureater "Toronto). About that
time I met a lovely lady, Elvira, better known by nickname, Lala. Two years later, we got
married.-Laia had two teenage-children; Donna and Richard. - HerMothermoved witir us,
and with step-grandchildren popping up, Leah, Erin & Erik; in the following years; the

furtiily 1ife, ufter my rather tonp wod chevkered existence, was good and fulfiiing, ks
to Lala’s continous efforts to create a warm home and friendly family atmosphere.

We have managed‘a tair share of‘a leisure travelling, by car, train or plane, CTOSSINgG - '
Canada from Atlantic-coast to the Vancouver Island in the Pacific-ocean ( not at the one -
g0, of course) , aiso in USA, Caroiinas, Fiorida, etc, usuaily in the early spring, aiter
long Canadian winters. -

in-Aprit- 1579, we meved from viissivsaogd o (e Lo we boagit” & one-dere 1ot; Wit
Tots of matured trees and woods behind, located 4 miles south.of 2 small town of

Vo PO G Sy S — | Y S & £8 VLI § S48 5 .2 | — e Lt
eoreetown, (IOW Tt 15 Tauca, L 1aion u'ﬂm}. It 15 1ce, 5E'uu'€' 1115 ara at wic 1foot Gf

Niagara Escarpment that runs from Niagara Falls all the way to Georgian Bay in the

anrth Wa ana ad ;. 2 ixrisasy a0
BCTur. wi-e. utgj’&fy’.pa.‘&h"ﬁ- o‘ﬁ&ﬁtﬁy’. Jd"sf‘:n'&; £ar 26 Y Cara.

(43 2 9% . - . .
In March 2003, Lala “decided” to bregk her leg iuct below the hip (inthe kitchen of 2l

places), and due to the complications that followed, her health has deteriorated
considerahly and even now, aver 3years later 1 ala has not fully recoverad_

This unfortunate episode’ plus our ripe-ages (76 at the time), we Were, more Tess; forced to
say farewell to our country nest and move into the less demanding to maintain.
accommodation.

Hence, we sold our property in Georgetown and, as of Dec. 15 2004, became residents
of a comfortable 2 bedroom apartment in. Mississauga, not very far from the house we'
had before moving to Georgetown. Now our gardening exploits are confined to the
Jalcany.

As for the post-retirement life, T got involved, in the last 10 years, in the volunteer

activities ( more that ['should have, 1t'/"d had any sense), serving on executive boards of°
the three non-profit organizations, and being easily talked into taking up-funetions..
{Secrétary Generai, Treasurer), [ fhave been pretty busy ail these years. However, since
May.of 2006, I am involved with only one Charitable. Institution, .and perhaps, itis about
iormes Vo Lk Tt enyy, Wirai T ani-going (o-de-with 1S esird Treelime? My wills dssuiés e
not to worry, there is plenty to do.in.the house.

“Mieczystaw Ranosz " ‘September, 1,2006
223-1510 Lakeshore Rd., W

J006Mississauga Omario, L3J 414
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