
VI 

 

List of illustrations 

 

Please note that in the body of this thesis, unless otherwise stated in the accompanying 

captions all illustrations should be taken as originating from Holiday Haunts. 

 

 Introduction 

0.1: The Great Western Railway and Subsidiaries as consolidated under the Act of 1921...10 

 

Chapter One: Marketing Passenger Travel on the GWR 1906-1939 

1.1: ‘Holiday Line Competition’ form....................................................................................66 

1.2: ‘Arthur’s Stone, Darstone’, 1909......................................................................................74 

1.3: Dolgelly – Torrent Walk’, 1914........................................................................................75 

1.4: GWR B Series Negative 1305...........................................................................................75 

1.5: GWR B Series Negative 1311...........................................................................................75 

1.6: GWR B Series Negative 1313...........................................................................................75 

1.7: ‘Sea Nymphs’ by E.S. Perkins..........................................................................................78 

1.8: ‘The Mill, Ramsbury’, by E.R. Pole.................................................................................78 

1.9: ‘A headland near St Ives’, A.H. Edwards.........................................................................78 

1.10: Evolution of plan to consolidate the railways under the British railways act of 1921....82 

1.11: ‘Weston-Super-Mare’, (1914).........................................................................................90 

1.12: ‘Weston-Super-Mare’, (1928).........................................................................................90 

1.13: ‘Buckland Village’, (1909).............................................................................................90 

1.14: ‘Lustleigh’, (1928)..........................................................................................................90 

1.15: ‘High Spirits on the Merionethshire Coast’, 1933........................................................113 



VII 

 

1.16: ‘Happiness in Industry’, 1939.......................................................................................113 

1.17: ‘Devon Mermaids’, 1937..............................................................................................115 

1.18: ‘By GWR Third Class’, 1939........................................................................................116 

1.19: GWR B-Series Negative 12120b..................................................................................116 

1.20: ‘Come to Kent’, 1938....................................................................................................118 

1.21: ‘Cruden Bay Hotel’, 1939.............................................................................................119 

1.22: ‘On a Clyde Pleasure Steamer’, 1939...........................................................................119 

 

Chapter Two: The Romantic Gaze – Selling Customers a Dream of Britain 

2.1: ‘Passengers disembarking from ocean liner at Fishguard harbour’, 1909......................137 

2.2: ‘Arrival of an Ocean Liner at Fishguard Harbour’, 1909...............................................137 

2.3: ‘Dolgelly – Torrent Walk’, 1914.....................................................................................141 

2.4: John Webber (1750-1793): A view of a Cascade at Wookey Hole, Somerset...............141 

2.5: ‘The Doone Valley’, 1914...............................................................................................142 

2.6: Thomas Girtin (1775-1802): Lydford Castle, Devon......................................................143 

2.7: ‘Denham Village’, 1906..................................................................................................146 

2.8: ‘Bourton-On-Water’, 1915..............................................................................................146 

2.9: ‘Droitwich – Famous Old Ducking Stool’, 1910............................................................149 

2.10: ‘Shilston Cromlech’, 1910............................................................................................150 

2.11: ‘St Veryan – Typical Cornish Round Houses’, 1910....................................................151 

2.12: ‘Bettws y Coed - a well-known figure’, 1908...............................................................153 

2.13: ‘Polperro’, 1911............................................................................................................153 

2.14: ‘Newton Abbott – Ogwell Village’, 1925.....................................................................159 

2.15: ‘Whiteleaf Village Near Princes Riseborough’, 1923...................................................160 

2.16: ‘Swiss Cottage, Ilfracombe Lee’, 1927.........................................................................160 



VIII 

 

2.17: ‘Lanivet near Bodmin’, 1927........................................................................................161 

2.18: ‘Portesham Village and Church’, 1923.........................................................................162 

2.19: ‘Church Steps, Minehead’, 1927...................................................................................163 

2.20: ‘Thatchers at Work Near Evesham’, 1938....................................................................164 

2.21: ‘A typical corner of Mevagissey’, 1928........................................................................164 

2.22: ‘Take a “Kodak” with you’, 1923.................................................................................165 

2.23: ‘The Torrent Falls – Dolgelly’, 1932............................................................................168 

2.24: GWR B Series Negative 12189.....................................................................................170 

2.25: ‘Painswick’, 1937..........................................................................................................170 

2.26: ‘Clovelly High Street’, 1921.........................................................................................172 

2.27: ‘Clovelly’, 1923 & 1928...............................................................................................173 

2.28: ‘Clovelly High Street’, 1931.........................................................................................173 

2.29: ‘Clovelly’, 1938............................................................................................................174 

2.30: ‘Clovelly’, 1934............................................................................................................176 

 

Chapter Three: Marketing Family Holidays 

3.1: ‘Bridlington’ North Eastern Railway c. 1912.................................................................183 

3.2: ‘Hints for Holidays’, Southern Railway 1939.................................................................183 

3.3: ‘Weston-Super-Mare’, 1914............................................................................................189 

3.4: ‘Falmouth – The Beach’, 1911........................................................................................189 

3.5: ‘Aberystwyth – South Beach’, 1911...............................................................................190 

3.6: ‘On Weston Sands’, 1908...............................................................................................193 

3.7: ‘On the sands at Teignmouth’, 1908...............................................................................193 

3.8: ‘The Children’, 1911.......................................................................................................195 

3.9: ‘Kodak Your Children’, 1910.........................................................................................197 



IX 

 

3.10: ‘Weston-Super-Mare’, 1928..........................................................................................202 

3.11: ‘Dawlish – The Beach’, 1927........................................................................................202 

3.12: ‘Glamorganshire - Barry Island’, 1923.........................................................................204 

3.13: ‘Duporth Near St. Austell’, 1929..................................................................................204 

3.14: ‘St Ives – Porthminster Beach’, 1923...........................................................................206 

3.15: ‘Pangbourne – The Thames’, 1929.............................................................................206 

3.16: ‘Click went the Kodak’, 1928.......................................................................................207 

3.17: ‘Tell it with a Kodak’, 1923..........................................................................................207 

3.18: ‘All at sea but quite happy’, 1929.................................................................................209        

3.19: ‘After the Dip’, 1929.....................................................................................................209 

3.20: ‘Holidaymaking in Smiling Somerset’, 1937................................................................218 

3.21: ‘Happy Holiday-makers’, 1939.....................................................................................220 

3.22: Front Cover Holiday Haunts, 1933...............................................................................221 

3.23: ‘Sun Bathers’, 1938.......................................................................................................223 

3.24: ‘After the Dip’, 1933.....................................................................................................224 

3.25: ‘Cornwall at Prussia Cove’, 1933.................................................................................225 

3.26: ‘At Prussia Cove near Marazion’, 1934........................................................................225 

3.27: ‘Perfectly Happy’, 1937     ...........................................................................................227 

3.28: ‘King of the castle’, 1939..............................................................................................227 

3.29: ‘King of the castle’, 1937..............................................................................................228      

3.30: Front Cover Holiday Haunts, 1939...............................................................................229 

3.31: ‘Golden Moments Snatched From Time’, 1931...........................................................231 

3.32: ‘Let’s Have Some Fun This Holiday’, 1934.................................................................231 

3.33: ‘We Love the Cambrian Coast’, 1937...........................................................................233 

 



X 

 

Chapter Four: ‘Letting the Ladies Know’: Picturing Women as Customers of Holiday Travel 

4.1: ‘Bettws Y Coed –A Well Known Figure, 1908.............................................................244 

4.2: ‘Merry Maids of Marbiban’, 1908..................................................................................244 

4.3: French Railway Poster c.1900.........................................................................................246 

4.4: GWR Poster ‘See Your Own Country First’ c. 1907......................................................246 

4.5: ‘Chester’ by W. Russell Flint c. 1920s...........................................................................247 

4.6: ‘Aberystwyth’ A. E. Martin c.1920s...............................................................................248 

4.7: ‘Rhyl – Ladies’ Bathing Beach’ 1914.............................................................................252 

4.8: ‘In the dining car’, 1908..................................................................................................253 

4.9: ‘In the dining car’, 1909..................................................................................................254 

4.10: ‘The Best Way’, c. 1905................................................................................................254 

4.11: Advert for the GWR’s new residential guide ‘Homes For All’....................................257 

4.12: London Underground poster: ‘The Way For All’, 1911...............................................257 

4.13: Frontispiece of ‘Glorious Devon’ Section in Holiday Haunts 1931.............................264 

4.14: Front Cover, Holiday Haunts, 1931..............................................................................264 

4.15: ‘A Belle Of Aberdovey’, 1937......................................................................................267 

4.16: ‘Bathing Belles at Weymouth’, 1938............................................................................267 

4.17: ‘Enjoying Life at Jersey’, 1934.....................................................................................269 

4.18: ‘Sea Nymphs’, 1939......................................................................................................270             

4.19: ‘Devon Mermaids’, 1937..............................................................................................271 

4.20: ‘Symonds Yat’, 1930....................................................................................................272 

4.21: ‘Trencrom near St Erth’, 1938......................................................................................272 

4.22: ‘In the Sand Dunes’, 1935.............................................................................................275 

4.23: ‘Friends of the Devon Moors’, 1938.............................................................................275 

4.24: Bette Davis still from ‘All about Eve’..........................................................................276 



XI 

 

4.25: Dorothey Lamour Promotional Still..............................................................................276 

4.26: Detail of a Fox Model...................................................................................................279 

4.27: Front cover of British Vogue........................................................................................282 

4.28: ‘A Fair Woman’, 1938..................................................................................................282 

4.29: ‘Sea Nymphs’, 1933......................................................................................................284 

4.30: ‘Bouley Bay, Jersey’, 1935...........................................................................................284 

4.31: ‘Bathing Belles at Barry’, 1939....................................................................................284 

4.32: ‘Paddington Snack Bar’, 1939......................................................................................288 

 

Chapter Five: Repositioning the Outdoors Leisure Market 1906-1939 

5.1: ‘Meet of the Warwickshire Hounds’, 1910.....................................................................300 

5.2: ‘A Meet at Eaton Hall’, 1908..........................................................................................300 

5.3: ‘Devon and Somerset Staghounds’, 1908.......................................................................301 

5.4: William Tomkin, ‘The Hunting Season’, 1903...............................................................301 

5.5: ‘Henley Regatta – The Reserved Enclosure’, 1910........................................................303 

5.6: ‘A Cricket Match at Eton’, 1908.....................................................................................304 

5.7: ‘Leckhampton Golf Course’, 1915..................................................................................305 

5.8: ‘Camping at Aberdovey’, 1930.......................................................................................311 

5.9: ‘Camping bridge builders’, 1933....................................................................................311 

5.10: ‘They Always Ask For More’, 1933.............................................................................312 

5.11: ‘Where Health with Exercise and Freedom Meet’, 1930..............................................313 

5.12: ‘Fresh air and sunshine’, 1933......................................................................................314 

5.13: ‘Come and Join Us!’, 1933...........................................................................................314 

5.14: ‘Over the Moors’, 1938.................................................................................................324 

5.15: ‘A Welcome Halt’, 1937...............................................................................................324 



XII 

 

5.16: ‘On The Breezy Downs’, 1938.....................................................................................325 

5.17: ‘Harvesting Good Health in Glorious Devon’, 1936....................................................326 

5.18: ‘Helping With the Harvest’, 1938.................................................................................330 

5.19: ‘Haymaking’, 1938.......................................................................................................330 

5.20: ‘Budding Mountaineers’, 1939.....................................................................................330 

5.21: ‘Let’s See Where We Are’, 1938..................................................................................333   

5.22: ‘The Devil’s Chimney’, 1937.......................................................................................333 

5.23: ‘Riverside Ramble’, 1935.............................................................................................334 

5.24: ‘Have you forgotten anything?’, 1933..........................................................................337 

5.25: ‘A Welcome halt’, 1937................................................................................................337 

5.26: ‘A View Worth the Climb’, 1938.................................................................................338 

5.27: Front cover, ‘Camp Coach Holidays’, 1936.................................................................340 

5.28: Rear cover, ‘Camp Coach Holidays’, 1936...................................................................341 

5.29: ‘A GWR Camp Coach Party’, 1936..............................................................................342 

 

Chapter Six: ‘The Acme of Comfortable Travel’: Picturing Customers as Passengers 

6.1: ‘Summer Holidays in the Cornish Riviera’, 1913...........................................................372 

6.2: ‘In the dining car’, 1908..................................................................................................373 

6.3: ‘In the dining car’, 1909..................................................................................................374 

6.4: ‘The Interior of The Great Western Railway Company’s New Stream-Lined Rail Car’, 

1934........................................................................................................................................377 

6.5: ‘GWR Restaurant Car’, 1932..........................................................................................378 

6.6: ‘The Joy of the Journey’, 1939.......................................................................................382 

6.7: ‘GWR by first class’, 1939..............................................................................................383 

6.8: ‘GWR by third class’, 1939............................................................................................383 



XIII 

 

6.9: GWR B Series Negative 12125.......................................................................................384 

6.10: ‘By GWR Third Class’, 1938........................................................................................385 

6.11: ‘In The Dining Car’, 1938.............................................................................................388 

6.12: ‘A GWR Buffet Car, 1939............................................................................................389 

6.13: The Daily Mirror, 11
th

 July 1934..................................................................................391 

6.14: ‘Interior of the buffet car’, 1938....................................................................................393 

6.15: GWR B Series Negative 13254.....................................................................................393 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


