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Figure 3.2: Kirk Hill from the southwest. The oratory is on the seaward side.  (Photo by Ross McIntire) 

 

Figure 3.1: Coldingham Priory and the site of the former oratory on Kirk Hill. (Created with ArcMap) 



8 
 

 

  

F
ig

u
re

 3
.3
ȡ
 
Ô
È
Å
 
Ó
É
Ô
Å
 
Ï
Æ
 
3
Ô
 
E
Â
Â
Å
ȭ
Ó

 O
ra

to
ry, K

irk H
ill. T

h
e

 e
a
rth

w
o
rks m

a
rkin

g
 th

e
 site

 o
f th

e
 o

ra
to

ry a
re

 
c
o
n

ta
in

e
d
 w

ith
in

 a
 su

b-re
c
ta

n
g

u
la

r e
n

c
lo

su
re

 o
n

 th
e

 e
a
st
 si o

f th
e

 h
ill. (P

h
o
to

 b
y R

C
A

H
M

S
 A

e
ria

l 
P

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h

y, http
://c

a
n

m
o
re

.o
rg

.u
k
/c

o
lle

c
tio

n
/1

2
3

7
3
5

1
). 

http://canmore.org.uk/collection/1237351


9 
 

4)  CRED LANDSCAPES OF IRELAND 

 

 

  

Figure 4.1: Á Ȭleachtȭ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,Ï×ÅÒ ,ÁËÅ ÍÏÎÁÓÔÉÃ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØȟ 'ÌÅÎÄÁÌÏÕÇÈ ɉ#ÏȢ 
7ÉÃËÌÏ×ɊȢ 2ÅÃÅÎÔ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÈÏ×ÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÂÅÌÏÎÇ Á ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÆ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ ȬÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎȭ ÆÒÏÍ 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. (Photo by Ross McIntire) 

Figure 4.2: 'ÌÅÎÄÁÌÏÕÇÈ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÁÎÄ 3Ô +ÅÖÉÎȭÓ -ÏÎÁÓÔÅÒÙ. (Google Earth) The sacred topography of the valley 
can be broken up into two main groupings around the Upper and Lower Lakes. 
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Figure 4.3: St Saviour's Priory, Glendalough. While the church has been heavily reconstructed, the original 
architectural decoration displays the wealth of this small foundation. (Photo by Ross McIntire) 

 

Figure 4.5: the chancel arch of Trinity Church, Glendalough. 
Despite its liturgical significance, the building is sparsely 
decorated. (Photo by Ross McIntire) 

Figure 4.4: South chancel window, 
Trinity Church, Glendalough. 
(Photo by Ross McIntire) 
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Figure 4.7: The monastic 'core' of Glendalough, including the location of bullaun stones. Major buildings 
ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÁÒÅ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÄȢ  ɉ2ÅÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ -Ã'ÕÉÎÎÅÓÓȟ Ȱ"ÕÌÌÁÕÎ 3ÔÏÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ %ÁÒÌÙ 
-ÅÄÉÅÖÁÌ 0ÉÌÇÒÉÍÁÇÅ ÁÔ 'ÌÅÎÄÁÌÏÕÇÈȟȱ ÆÉÇȟ ÂɊ 
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Figure. 4.9: 3ÏÕÔÈ ÄÏÏÒ ÌÉÎÔÅÌȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÉÅÓÔȭÓ (ÏÕÓÅȟ 'ÌÅÎÄÁÌÏÕÇÈȢ ɉ0ÈÏÔÏ ÂÙ 2ÏÇÅÒ 3ÔÁÌÌÅÙȟ 
http://www.crsbi.ac.uk/site/2456/ ) 

Figure 4.8: "ÅÒÁÎÇÅÒȭÓ 3ËÅÔÃÈ ÏÆ υϋϋύȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÏÎÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÔÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ /07 
restoration, and like the eastern blind arcade it may have come from another building. Tympanea are, 
however, rare in Irish contexts, and alternative sources, such as the base of a standing cross or shrine tomb 
are considered more likely. (Reproduced from Harbison, Pilgrimage in Ireland: 273) 

http://www.crsbi.ac.uk/site/2456/
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Figure 4.10: 4ÈÅ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ Á ÄÏÏÒ×ÁÙ ÒÅÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ 3Ô +ÅÖÉÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈȢ s #ÁÒÒÁÇÜÉÎ ÁÒÇÕÅÓ 
that this is evidence of a previous stone building on the site, which makes it unique (with the exception of the 
cathedral) and strengthens the case for it as KevÉÎȭÓ ÓÈÒÉÎÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ. (Photo by Ross McIntire) 
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Figure 4.12: 6ÉÅ× ÏÆ Ȭ3Ô +ÅÖÉÎȭÓ "ÅÄȭ ɉ,Ɋ ÁÎÄ 4ÅÍÐÌÅ-na-Skellig (R), southern shore of the Upper Lake, 
Glendalough [photo taken from the north shore]. See Figs. 4.13 and 4.14, below. (Photo by Ross McIntire) 

 

Figure 4.11: ́ 3Ô +ÅÖÉÎȭÓ #ÅÌÌȟȭ 'ÌÅÎÄÁÌÏÕÇÈȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ ÏÆ Á ȬÂÅÅÈÉÖÅȭ-
type cell is plausible, no dating evidence has yet been discovered to support an early date. Nonetheless, it would 
have been a noticeable feature in the landscape to any visitor, particularly given its proximity to Reefert 
Church. (Photo by Ross McIntire). 
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Figure 4.14: Temple-Na-Skellig, photographed from the north shore of the Upper Lake. On the basis of the 
heavily rebuilt eastern window, it is eleventh century in date, making it one of the oldest stone buildings at 
Glendalough. (Photo by Ross McIntire) 

 

Figure 4.13: 3Ô +ÅÖÉÎȭÓ "ÅÄȟ Á ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÅ ÐÒÅÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÍÉÎÅ ÏÒ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ "ÒÏÎÚÅ !ÇÅ ÂÕÒÉÁÌ ÃÈÁÍÂÅÒȢ )Ô ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ 
been used as an ascetic retreat by Kevin during his seven years at the Upper Lake and later by Bishop Lawrence 
/ȭ4ÏÏÌÅ ɉÂȢ υυφόɊ. As with nearby Temple-na-Skellig, it is accessible only by boat. (Photo by Ross McIntire) 

) 
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Figure 4.15: Map of Station Island, Lough Derg. James Ware, De Hibernia & Antiquitabus ejus, 
Disquisitiones (London: 1654). The Purgatory is depicted as an above-ground structure, but 
its form seems to have changed significantly over the course of the medieval period.  
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Figure 4.16: Station Island, Lough Derg. The ninth-century cross shaft is in the foreground, with each of the 
ÂÌÁÃË ÃÒÏÓÓÅÓ ÍÁÒËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ Á ÓÁÉÎÔȭÓ ȬÂÅÄȭȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÏÕÎÄ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȬÂÅÄÓȭ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Purgatory. (Photo by Ross McIntire) 

Figure 4.17: Lough Derg, Co. Donegal (Google Earth) 
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Figure 4.18: Innishmurray: the Cashel and nearby ecclesiastical sites. (Google Earth) 

Legend 

(A) Teampall Molaise (B) Teach Molaise (C) Teac na Taine (D) Clocha Breaca 

(2) Relickoran (3) Templenaman (7) Crossatemple 
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Figure 4.20: Templemolaise, Innishmurray. (Reproduced from /ȭ3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎ ÁÎÄ s #ÁÒÒÁÇÜÉÎ, Innishmurray) 

Figure 4.19: Teach Molaise, Inishmurray. (Reproduced from /ȭ3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎ ÁÎÄ s #ÁÒÒÁÇÜÉÎ, Innishmurray) 
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Figure 4.24: the early-medieval cross-inscribed pillar at Relickoran, Inishmurray (Reproduced from 
/ȭ3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎ ÁÎÄ s #ÁÒÒÁÇÜÉÎ, Innishmurray ) 

Figure 4.23: Relickoran, one of the earlier satellite cemeteries of Inishmurray, associated with the Ionan saint 
Odran, with its cross-inscribed stone in the upper left corner. The stone enclosure is a later feature, and the 
site may originally have lacked a proper leacht. (2ÅÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ /ȭ3ÕÌÌÉÖÁÎ ÁÎÄ s #ÁÒÒÁÇÜÉÎ, Innishmurray ) 
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Figure 4.27: Monaincha (Co. Tipperary) from the west. The northern extension dates from around the 
fifteenth century, and the wall around the mound is modernȟ ÃÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÆÆ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ȬÉÓÌÁÎÄȢȭ The 
standing cross at the west of the church may be in situ. (Photo: Ross McIntire) 

Figure 4.26: Monaincha (Co. Tipperary). While the outline of the original island and later fishponds remain 
to the west of the monastic church, there is no trace of either the other buildings on the main island or the 
second island depicted by Ledwich in either modern aerial photos or those number taken in 1966, prior to the 
forestation of the adjacent land. (Google Earth) 
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Figure 4.28: West portal of the monastic church at Monaincha. The Romanesque architecture and decoration 
are similar to that of the twelfth-century doorway at nearby Roscrea Abbey. (Photo by Ross McIntire) 
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