James Cave

Hardingfele Carols



For Tim Ferguson and Vocalis

Duration: c. 8 mins

Scoring: Upper-voices choir (Soprano, Soprano, Alto, Alto)

Score in C

Composer's note: I've long been fascinated with the unique sound

of the hardingfele - in English, Hardanger fiddle - with it's sympathetic
strings, and haunting, evocative sound. In these carol settings, the choir
evokes the sound of the hardingfele through the use of drones, fiddle-like

chord spacings, and ornamentation.

in this score, vocal slurs indicate phrasing, not melismas.
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