


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































ession, wives hastening to get out to work as soon as possible, 

husbands travelling fairly long distances to work and relatives and 

friends attempting to maintain their contacts across the city. The 

remarks of certain residents of the Badger Estate were typical of this 

section of the population: 'Everyone's rushing hither and thither,' 

'Folk have no time for people these days,' and 'I have to keep a diary 

now! ' There is no doubt that the influx of many new (young) residents 

with :f\1ll lives lived energetically was sanething of a tonic for a 

Woodhouse that for sane years now had appeared to be 'running down'; 

as one resident put it with some satisfaction, 'The whole pace of life 

seems to be altering in Woodhouse. ' Yet in 1966, the various tempos 

of life in evidence tended to keep me.ny of the older and the newer resi-

dents out of step, causing a certain amount of annoyance to the former 

and not helping to unite the local district into a single social entity. 

Al though the residents of 1966 had a good number of different int-

erests and belonged to a variety of organizations of one sort or another, 

this did not mean that they met one another as frequently as in 1912. 

This was because many non-domestic activities took place right outside, 

the local district (unlike the earlier era) and it was a matter of 

chance as to whether or not residents encountered each other on these 
t 

occasions. One man, for example, was the father of a young family at 

hane, a Hoover sales service representative at work, and the local , 

Community Association Secretary, a football enthusiast, rock-climber 

and zoologist in his leisure time- These activities could take him 
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right away fran the local district, and meant that though he inter­

acted with a large number of people this did not generate a sense of 

solidari ty associated with Vioodhouse residents 8S such. Another man 

had two married children living in the extended district and a daughter 

at art college. At WON he managed a printing business in the city 

and his leisure time he spent running the local Society of Friends, 

helping at the Sheffield Y.M.C.A. and visiting his caravan at the sea­

side. Here again membership of different groups did not thereby en­

gender a sense of solidarity with fellow residents, because they were 

by no means all contained within the local district. Such was the 

case for many women too, especially those who went out to work or who, 

having recently moved to Woodhouse, stUl retained roots in other parts 

of the city and for some yeers returned 'home' to see relatives, shop 

and even have their hair done! Thus though inhabitants often took 

part in a greater variety of activities than in 1912, they did not nee­

essarUy do so, unlike the majority during the earlier period, in the 

company of other Woodhouse residents. As noted in previous Sections, 

however, this did not mean the collapse of a sense of solidsrity, but 

rather its association with groups located now as much outside as inSide 

the local district. 
t 

The dispersion of many residents across the extended district was 

caused not only by the increasing differentiation of needs and interests, 

but by the decline of opportunity and variety within Woodhouse itself; 

the trend was thus a two-way process. This was particularly obvious 



in the case of spare time activities. 'Woodhouse is lifeless,' 

comnented one 'teenager (see the Section on 'Leisure'). 'It's as 

large as a cemetery and twice as dead,' stated a miner in his fifties. 

Whereas there had been much of common interest to hold residents to the 

area in 19l2, in 1966 even the public houses, clubs and churches were 

offering local people little more choice, and sometimes a good deal 

less, than before the First World War. 

, Although residents of the local dis trict were much less aware of 

themselves as forming a distinct body of people than was the case in 

19l2, certain coumon interests could still lead to the emergence of 

groups of inhabitants who saw themselves 'over against' others. There 

was, for example, a slight degree of self-consciousness amongst church­

goers and 'pubgoers' in relation to each other. When the lady landlord 

of the Stag Inn appeared on the stage of one of the Methodist churches 

to receive a bouquet, for allOWing the Arts Festival Drama Group to use 

her premises for rehearsals, a churchgoer remarked, 'We couldn't help 

but smile amongst ourselves to see her therel' The Methodist Minister -
was surprised how many women who attended church apologised to him be­

cause their husbands 'liked their pint' and as a result 'would feel 

hypocrites if they came to a service.' Nevertheless, the mores of the , 

old Free Church days had been considerably modified and ardent temperance 

teaching was extremely rare. , Many churchgoing families had relatives . 

or friends who enjoyed a drink, and two families who were members at 

Wesley themselves Dl8naged off-licences. Meanwhile the Anglicans were 
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even less reticent to be e.ssocie.ted with the public houses e.nd one 

of the two Churchwe.rdens we.s e. regule.r customer at the Cross Daggers. 

At Christmastime 1966, the Vicar and his wife were to be found at the 

George Inn Social end Angling Club presenting trophies, and distribut­

ing food parcels to old age pensioners. The socie.l distinction be­

tween groups attending church or public house was stUl in evidence, 

but nothing like 80 clee.:r-cut e.s in 1912. 

Local i terns of news s till continued to circulate around with 

considerable rapidity and ease. For older residents the Post Office 

and a super-market managed by a man born and bred in Woodhouse were two 

of the moat important meeting grounds, though anywhere in the centre of 

the ville.ge was a good ple.ce for "a bit of a gossip." Concerning the 

regular Saturday coffee morning e.t the Wesley Church (open to the public) 

e. would-be poet wrote, 

'When you' re getting near the door 
You'll wonder at that mighty roar, 
The weekly "news" is being spread, behind that le.tch, 
Come on, join in, get up to scratch • 

. The young, the old all meet to chat 
(and eat and drink, and buy and that). t 1 

About a popular he.irdressing ea t&blishment one headmaster wrote; , A 
t 

useful ple.ce that barber's shop ••••• I had asked my caretaker to let 

it be known there that I did ~ot care to see boys coming to school in 
.' 

jeans - and far more lads ••••• returned to shorts than ••••• in 
2 

response to an appeal I had included in a general letter to parents. t . 

1. Woodhouse Wesley Methodist Church. Newsletter. Easter 1964.. 
2. Roberts, J. Notes on the Life of Woodhouse as seen by e. Headmaster. 

(Unpublished),19bb. p.12.· . 



On the Badger Estate also a good deal of informal conversation took 

place especially amongst mothers with young children who were not out 

to work, but on the other estates (possibly because there was no longer 

the common interest of having young families to rear) and on the roads 

where houses were privately owned much less gossip seems to have 

occurred. 

In general, however, there was evidence that' the bush-telegraph' 

was proving gradually less reliable. In 1967, the Vicar wrote in the 

Parish Church magazine; 'During the past month two false and unfortunate 

rumours have been circulating in the parish. One said that a well-known 

parishioner had died; the other said that a well-known former resident 

of Woodhouse had died. Both rumours were completely false. . It's a 

mystery how such rumours start, but before you pass the next one on, ask: 
1 

yourself how you would like to be buried before you were dead. t At a 

meeting of the Badger Comnnmity Association the Secretary remarked, 'The 

folk on the outer end of this Estate just don't know what's going on.' 

As informal communication on local district affairs became more restricted 

and less reliable interest in and concern for one's fellow residents 

became harder to maintain. 
t 

The printed word played a us eM part, if somewhat more limited than 

in 1912, in keeping residents informed of one another's doings. Three 

churches (see the Section on 'Religion') produced magazines, though only 

that distributed by the Parish Church (700 copies monthly) went'to other 

than churchgoers and contained news and views not confined to church 

1. Woodhouse Parish Church MagaZine. May 1967. 
• 



affairs. In 1966, the Woodhouse Council of Churches produced 

some 200 copies of its 44 page report on social conditions in Wood­

house and circulated it throughout the local district. 'Image,' a 

magazine edited by young people (see the Section on 'Leisure'), in 

1967 turned itself into 'Badger Monthly' and also incorporated news 

about the Badger Community Association, but otherwise all the items 

were of purely general interest to 'teenagers. Weekly news about 
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local district matters was printed in the South Yorkshire Times (direct 

descendent of the Woodhouse Express of 1912), though reports were far 

briefer and more trivial than in the earlier era, being largely confined 

to the almost endless round of regular church meetings. The Sheffield 

t dailies' occasionally contained news about Vloodhouse. But, by and 

large, local news that did circulate by means of the printed word was 

very much less informative and comprehensive than fonnerlyand, though 

this means of communication did help to enhance solidarity a little 

amongst those groups best catered for (such as church members), it did 

not do a great deal to keep all residents in touch with one another. 

One of the most notable features of this period, in canparison with 

the first decade of the Century, was the great advances that had been 

made in the extent and efficiency of communication with the world out­

side Woodhouse. For example, the overall circulation figures of the 

two main Sheffield daily papers had increased slightly since 1912 but, 

for the national Press in the Sheffield area, and undoubtedly in 

Woodhouse also, circulation figures had boomed. Totalling the papers 
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delivered or sold over the counter by all the Woodhouse newsagents, 
, 

in early 1967, the returns were as follows. 

Percentage of Woodhouse households (2,573) taking­

National dailies (assuming each household took only 
one such paper each week-day) - 40% 

Sheffield dallies - Sheffield Telegraph (am.) 12% 

The star (pm.) 64-% 

Local weeklies (South Yorkshire Times) 19% 

A t the same time, it must be noted that some hundreds of residents 

probably purchased dally papers en route to and from the city. 

The Woodhouse newsagents disposed of a total of 2,862 Sunday 

papers, in early 1967, the most popular (The News of the World) going 

into Jr~ of local households. Although a good number of households 

had two or more Sunday papers, the large majority of homes certainly 

contained readers ot the Sunday Press. The newspaper thus provided 

one Tery important means of keeping Woodhouse residents abreast ot 

extended district and national events, tastes and tashions. Local 

district affairs were much less adequately covered and tar tewer people 

read about them. 

Supplementing Press coverage of extended dis trict and world affairs 
l 

were the wireless and television, by 1966 some 75;'{' ot 'W'oodhouse house­

holds possessing the latter., As a result, and. encouraged by the regular 

reading of newspapers just referred to, many residents developed consid­

erable interes t in current affairs, :from. time to time (though such senti-
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ments lacked tenacity) a very strong sense of fellow feeling arising 

in connection with both national and international events. The 

assassination of President Kennedy, in 1963, was felt by many almost 

as keenly as a personal bereavement: 'In common with all freedom-loving 

people, Chris tians of all denominations were horror-struck at the recent 
1 

tragic and senseless assassination of President Kennedy,' wrote the 

Editor of the Wesley Magazine. In 1966, the Aberf'an disaster came as a 

sad shock to many residents, as did the shooting of three policemen in 

London later in the year. The short war in the Middle East, in 1967, 

was followed with great anxiety, and Egypt's agreement to accept a cease­

fire was immediately armounced amongst other places, in the middle of a 

social evening at the Wesley Church. On a more cheertul note, the maj-

ority of residents were greatly elated when England won the World Football 

Cup in 1966. Rapid and vivid means of comzmmication brought a spontan-

eoua, if somewhat short-lived, expression of solidarity on quite frequent 

occasions, though the event concerned might have occurred many hundreds 

of miles away. 

This widening of communal horizons was perhaps best typified by a 

B.B.C. television programme, presented in June 1967, called 'Our World'. 

This saw many residents watching 'the first global collaboration in the 

making of a programme ins tead of in the relaying of an event ••••• 
2 

(accessible to) ••••• one sixth ot all the people on earth.' Though one 

1. Woodhouse Wesley Methodist Church., Newsletter. Winter 1964. 
2. 'Radio Times' June 24th-30th. 1967. p.3. 



woman expressed her weariness at 'having to share everyone else's 

problems as well as sort out your own, t the limits within which 

community sentiment operated were being gradually pushed outwards, 

sometimes far beyond the bounds of the 'red map' of 19l2. 

On the more personal level, the written word and the telephone 

were now extremely prominent. In 1966, 11,870 letters were delivered 

from Woodhouse Post Office (compared with 415 in 1895, the date nearest 

to 1912 for which information is available). On the other hand, though 

the number of private telephone subscribers on the Woodhouse exchange 

(which covered a much wider area than Woodhouse proper) was at this 

time officially returned by the G.P. O. as 1,530 (compared with some 50 

in 1912), Woodhouse was in this respect somewhat behind the times, and 

on the new es ta tes and in many parts of the old village a pri ya te line 

was still comparatively rare. None the less, the acceptance of these 

means of c()JDD1!mication as quite normal (the public call-box was regu­

larly used by those without a private 'phone) led, not so much toa 

greater degree of verbal exchange within the local district, as to the 

maintenance of social links, often of an important kind, with friends 

and relatives well away from Woodhouse. Distance now stood as much 

less of a barrier to comm1nal relationships. 

Residents encountered one another as they travelled to and from 

the city to work, to shop, to visit relatives and friends, to find 

entertainment and so forth. 'The bus was the most popular form. of 

transport and movement out of the local district was at its peak on 

the two main routes from 7.00 am. to 8.55 am. (55 per bus) on that which 



ran the length of Woodhouse, and from 6.13 am. to 8.42 am. (65 per 

bus) on that linking the East end of Woodhouse to the industrial 
1 

(East) end of Shettield. MOvement back to the local district ex-

tended over a longer period, but the busiest time was between 4.00 pm. 

and 6.00 pm. Regular users of these services came to know each other 

very well by sight, and a limited amount of conversation took place at 

the bus stop or during the journey (one man in fact met his wife on the 

bus traveUing into Sheffield). But conversation at any depth was 

chiefly confined to those who were already acquainted through partici-

pat ion in other activities, the influx of many new residents making 

travel a more and more impersonal affair for the rest. 'We have to 

look: twice these days to see if we're on the right bus,' remarked one 

old inhabitant. A similar situation existed for those (wch .fewer) 

travelling in by train, the latter of course also used by many non-

Woodhouse people. The car, when drivers picked up friends making for 

the same destination, was a more personal mode of travel. On the Whole, 

however, the long-range thoroughfare was mainly the scene of verbal 

interaction between those who already knew each other quite well, and 

very few new and firm friendships were begun or developed through trav-

elling as such. 

• }.hob more social intercourse occuITed on the numerous summer coach 

trips organized tram Woodhouse, either by such bodies as the churches or 
, 

the clubs, or by the various private bus companies. These outings were 

1. Figures supplied by Sheffield Transport Department, 21+/2/67. -



very popular, especially amongst the older residents, and the actual 

journey to the coast or countryside was regarded as one of the most 

enjoyable parts of the day. Again solidarity was enhanced mainly 

because people already knew each other and had common interests to 

converse about. 

Significance 

In 1966, the South Yorkshire Times strove hard to glean news of 

residents playing any prominent part in local district affairs, The 

emphasis, however, was mainly on getting as many people's names as 

possible into the notes of the week, the column re. ther bleakly headed 

'WooClliouse,' in order to boost sales. In 1966, for example, a report 

on the Congregational Church's S\.Ulday School Anniversary mentioned over 
1 

30 participants, and the names and addresses of 37 children baptized 
2 

at the Parish Church during :May and J\.Ule were listed. Occasionally 

residents 'hit the headlines' for more than ordinary reasons, as when 

an old lady at the Western House Hane celebrated her lloth birthday and 3 . 
received a telegram from the Queen. Obituary notices of some length 

still appeared with regularity and special coverage was given if anyone 

reasonably well known in the local district died even if, as on one 

occasion, that person were simply a popular children's zebra crossing 
z.. 

warden. 

Although residents stUl liked to see their name, or that of rela-
, 

tives and friends, in print (and were especially pleased if their picture 

1. 1he South Yorkshire Times. 18/6/66. 
2. .w.g. 9/7/66. 
3. ~ 8/1/66. 
z... ~ 26/8/67. 
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appeared), the South Yorkshire Times played a much less conspicuous 

part in enhancing a sense of signifioance amongst inhabitants than in 

1912. For one thing reporters all lived outside the looal distriot 

and rarely took a very personal interest in the doings of residents; for 

another Vloodhouse was but one small place amongst many others that were 

now oovered by this paper. Coverage tended to take 'the line of 

easiest aooess,' ie., reports appeared mainly for the more organized 

and formal aotivities (much of what went on in the publio houses and 

olubs was omitted), were often oonfined to bare essentials (catalogues 

of names),' and were repetitive (the same groups were oovered week after 

week, the only variety being a different speaker, soloist, chairman, 

etc.) • Inevitably, therefore, residents did not rate the South Yorkshire 

Times as a very important paper, and the report of one's own appearanoe 

on the local soene brought only a moderate sense of significance to most. 

SOCIAL S mUCTURE 

Solidarity 

Although Woodhouse had witnessed the influx of over 40% of its total 

population of adult residents in the deoade preceding 1966, a large core 

of inhabitants had been born and bred in the local district. If not 

always inteITe1a ted, the latter were very well aoquainted with one another 

as a result of sharing a ocmnon teITitory and way of life for so many 

years. One resident spoke of these ·well established Woodhouse families 

as 'like perennials; they just keep on coming up,' and stated that he 



could recognize who belonged to which family merely by glancing at 

their teatures. A visitor from London, going tor a walk in the old 

village with a resident of many years' standing, was astonished how 

'everyone seemed to know him.' Many of these residents had gone 

to school together, worked together (usually in the mines), brought 

children up together, gone to the same pub or church for decades on end, 

and passed through some memorable events together. Solidarity amongst 

this group as a whole was consequently still strong. 

None the less, a number of social features that had enhanced solid-

arity in the first years of the Century had all but disappeared. Very 

few ot those with positions of standing in the local district had, in 

1966, been on the scene tor any length of time. All the doctors (except 

one who in tact mixed little in Woodhouse life), ministers ot religion, 

head teachers and social workers, together with quite a number running 

businesses or owning shops in the area, had moved into local district 

attairs within the last 10 years, some much more recently. With a high 

turnover amongst those with leading roles in the vicinity, the old est­

ablished residents telt that control had long since slipped from their 

grasp, and that the direction of Woodhouse attairs hardly belonged to 

them any more. In addition, many of those mentioned above (notably 
le 

teachers) who held positions of responsibility resided outside the local 

district. The absentee landlord, for example, (who often spent little 
, 

on the upkeep of his property to the chagrin ot residents) was the rule, 

not, as in 1912, the exception. 

" 
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The number and influence of symbolic figures (see Chapter VI, 4) 

had also diminished. As noted in previous Sections, a few residents 

still stood as key persons in this or that organization but none, with 

the possible exception of the Vicar, carried much weight outside his 

specialized field of operations. In this respect, the death of Ernest 

Atkin, at the age of 88, in 1966, represented the end of an era, for with 

his going went the last symbolic figure very well known to!!! old resi­

dents in earlier decades. Ernest Atkin had been born in Woodhouse, had 

worked as a lad at the local collieries, had been elected to the old 

Handsworth Urban Dis trict Council in 1912, and to the Sheffield City 

Council in 1921 (When Sheffield took Woodhouse over). He had been 

closely linked with the Handsworth Trades and Labour Council, had been 

president of the former Woodhouse Co-operative Society for over 30 years, 

and had been a life-long member of the Woodhouse Society of Friends. The 

local Press on his death described him as t the most prominent village 
1 

figure for over half a Century. t 

By 1966, there were few 'characters' left in Vloodhouse who were able 

to give to the local district a unique social identity of its own. One 

such had been Dorothy Birks Ward, a well known elderly lady who was 

remembered for her somewhat quaint speech and mode of dress. Occasion-
, 

ally she would write amusing and slightly eccentric poems in local church 

magazines, and more erudite articles on the history of the area, a subject 

about which she was extremely knowledgeable. But she had left Woodhouse 

in 1964 to live in an old people's home some distance away; 'It seems 

1. .!ei9:. 8/10/66. 



as if a landmark's gone,' remarked a fellow resident. Otherwise 

the 'cha.rsoters' li vjng in the area were merely thos e who happened 

to be 'a bit of a lad (or lass)' in the partioular organization they 

belonged to, their appeal being muoh more restrioted than in 1912. 

Consequently another oommon bond of former years had been weakened 

for the older residents. 

Some of the old phrases and sayings which marked the old residents 

out £'ran the newoomers oould s till be heard. The former would speak of 

'going brambling' (picking blackberries), 'oanting' (gossiping), being 

'all of a mather' (hot and bothered)' or 'fair thronged' (very busy), 

having 'killed a robin' (done somethjng to bring bad luck on themselves), 

'standing like a olem' (speechless) and so forth. Suoh expressions, 

however, were gradually dyjng out, and at one ohurch ooncert the audience 

laughed heartily at a sketoh which poked fun at the normal Woodhouse 

aooent of bygone days;'sto-an' for stone, 'whatter' for water, 'hoil' 

for hole and so on.' 

The uniform pattern of daily, weekly and annual events in the past, 

enforced by looal folkways, was also breaking up and with it went another 

bulwark of solidaritye In the 1912 era, mining had moulded the daily 

and weekly routine of the majority of Woodhouse households, but, in 

1966, the muoh greater variety of occupations in existenoe meant wide 

diversity of domestic time-tables, .further oomplicated where wives went 

out to work. Though many Woodhouse men were still on shifts there was 

now no guarantee that these would run parallel, the only time when a 
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degree of synchronization of the various routines occurred being at 

the week-ends (though even then' many men worked right through, ei ther 

on shifts or doing overtime). Even for those at home, Saturday and 

Sunday saw a wide diversity of time use. Club members and pubgoers 

would congregate on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights, and the men 

alone at Sunday lunch-time, whilst churchgoers would meet morning and 

evening on Sundays, but anything could happen in the intervening hours; 

doing the garden, watching or playing a sport, going out with the family, 

watching television, sleeping in, cleaning the car, etc. There was no 

uniform schedule of aotivities whioh gave residents the sense of being in 

step from one week to the next. One especially important change in the 

situation sinoe 1912 had been the decline of the influenoe of the Church 

in determining and direoting the habits of many residents. Activity 

now seemed to be as much governed by the ice-oream van's ohiming inter­

pretation of 'Greensleeves t or 'The Happy Wanderer' as by the Parish 

Church bells! ~ Sabbath observance in the strict sense was a thing of 

the past almost as mucll for churchgoers as non-chtmohgoers, domestic 

and leisure time rather than religious interests filling spare hours. 

The annual round had similarly lost any temporal features that gave 

inhabitants as a whole a sense of being sooially in step with each other­

Only the public holidays and the Church calendar remained to give some 

co-ordination to people's time 'outside working hours, and even here the 

Government was making changes which upset some of the most notable 



traditions of the past. In 1965, the August Bank Holiday was moved 

to the last week-end in August. Some confusion ensued as certain 

Sheffield firms accepted the change and some did not, preferring to 

allow men to take the extra days as usual added onto the official 

Sheffield holiday fortnight at the end of July and the beginning of 

August. More problems were caused when, in 1967, 'the Spring Bank 

Holiday' was moved away :from the 'VihitsWltide week-end, resulting in 

half the Sheffield firms taking the new and half the old holiday, whilst 

. the schools had a few days break on both occasions. But of all bodies 

the churches were most· perplexed as to what to do about the hallowed 

Whitsuntide processions (for one thing with some men working it was 

difficult to obtain the services of a band). The Vicar of Woodhouse 

re:fused to participate in the 1967 event because in the end the local 

churches decided to hold their walks on the secular holiday. Many of 

the older residents were disturbed by the growing :fluidity of the 

annual round, a feeling well sunmed up by one of them, not a churchgoer, 

when he canmented, • The birds get up the same time every day so why do 

we have to muck about with the calendar.' 

All these changes virtually ended the possibility of the popu-

la tion as a whole looking forward to and prepar~ for events in which ' 

even a reasonable minority of them was involved. For the old resi­

dents it meant the virtual collapse of the s table and uniform routine 

of a past age, when each activity had had its allotted place in the. 

time-table. For all inhabitants it meant the impossibility of 



integrating the diversity of activities pursued into a tidy whole 

and the end of the sense of corporate effort throughout Woodhouse. 

Nevertheless, the older residents continued to be bound together 

by their affection for Woodhouse as a physical entity within which 

certain of the streets and buildings lmown in their youth s till remained 

to commemorate and symbolize the c0llllll1JTla1 events of earlier years. 'I 

love every stick: of this place,' remarked one old man. The Village 

Cross and the Market Square, with the 300 year old Cross Daggers 

(officially listed as an ancient monument) on its southern side, stood 

li ttle changed from the firs t years of the Century, being regarded as 

the centre of Woodhouse by old inhabitantsi 'It would be like tearing 
1 

the heart out of the village if the Cross Daggers was pulled dOwn,' 

stated one of them. Yet a good deal of property bad been demolished 

or left derelict during the previous decade. The Editor of the Wesley 

Magazine wrote, in 1964.,' 'With the building of new homes around us now 

well on the way, it appears that (the) village itself will soon become 

the victim of progress and that. before very long Woodhouse will be 
2 

changed beyond all recognition. I In 1967, the old Central Hall, scene 

of exciting cinema shows in 1912, the Conservative Club on Station Road 

and the Endowed School, fell before' those twin demons, the bulldozer 
3 

and the excava tor. ' They were amongs t the las t important landmarks of 

an age now gone, and with their extinction went links that had held the 

old people together. 

1. ~ 29/J/66. 
2. Woodhouse Wesley Methodist Church. Newsletter. Winter 1964-~ 
3. ..!!2!9- Win ter 1961,.. 



As the historic village fell into disuse and disrepair, new 

building was going on which appealed to old residents neither 

aesthetically nor symbolically. On the one hand, modern architectural 

design was not what those born and bred in the age of placing one brick 

fair and square on the top of the next thought of as sturdy or attract-

ive whilst, on the other, they saw such development as quite unrelated 

to the old village as they had known and loved it. The new Badger 

Estate was condemned on both counts; 'They're not homes, they're 

matchboxes!' and 'Fancy strewing council houses over it (Station Fields)" 

The new £8,000 vicarage built, in 1964, on what used to be known as 'The 

Croft' evoked a similar reaction. It's unusual design (a flat-roofed 

bungalow) genuinely perplexed passers by, and guesses as to its function 

ranged from 'a clinic' to 'public conveniences.' Many people f~lt it 

just did not fit; 'It un' t my idea of a vicarage and isn't in keeping 
1 

with the "olde-worlde" atmosphere of the village,' was a typical conment. 

The destruction of the old Woodhouse and the protracted redevelop-

ment of the local die trict on t~e lines decreed by modern town-planning 

policy was a real blow to communal 8 trength for the residents who had to 

live through it all. Though some were prepared to acknowledge that 
:2 

'progress is just something we have to take in our stride' and were 

rather glad to see steps being taken at long last to revive 'the area, 

others were deeply saddened at what they regarded as wanton destruction 
< 

of perfectly sound and solid dwellings. The mood was well summed up by 

1. The Star. (Sheffield) 4/2/64. 
2. The South Yorkshire Times 6/5/67. 



The Badger Estate; 'Matchboxes l' according to some old 
residents. 

The most usual method of reaching the city centre. 



the Vioar in the Parish Church Magazine when he wrote, 'If' you have 

lived in your house all your life and it is stUl in good oondition, 

it must be a terrible wrench to have to move. This has happened to 

634-. 

several old Woodhouse residents reoently, and one oan sympathize with 

the overwhelming sense of' loss they must teel when they see the wreckers 

at work on their old f'amily horne. We know that progress has to oome, 

but it's a hard prioe to pay in personal distress and a sense of' being 

uprooted ••••• It IIlU8t be like a sentenoe of' death to have to move trom 
1 

your old howie when you're 80 or more. ' In f'aot, as one looal dootor 

noted in a letter to the Press, some people were oertainly af'f'eoted as 

tragioally as the last sentenoe suggests and the strain and worry of 

removal oaused illness and a f'ew f'atalities. Though others settled quite 

suooessfully in their new surroundings all realized that things' could 

never be the same again.' 

The titles of' the streets and main landmarks of' Woodhouse had also 

seen changes sinoe 1912. To avoid duplication, a number of' names were 

altered when Woodhouse oame into Sheffield and, as demolition gained 

momentum, others were oompletely obliterated (such as Keyworth cottages, 

Pashley Cottages, Pear Tree Yard and so f'orth). By 1966, nearly all the 

street and place names had beoame f'ormalized, and although old people 
, 

still spoke of' going 'up SaUy Clark's,' 'round the Tumpike,' or 'as 

f'ar as the Iron Bridge,' suoh oolloquial terms were steadily dying out. 

The attempt by Sheffield Corporation" to preserve something of' the history 

1. Woodhouse Parish Churoh Magazine. May 1%5. 
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of the local die trict or its people in new names (as in Tithe Barn 

Avenue, Hardcastle Gardens and Badger Road) was quite lost on the resi-

dents who moved in from Sheffield to reside on the estates concerned. 

Thus, though a fair number of 19th century titles were still extant in 

the old village, place names as a whole no longer gave many residents 

the sense of having their own peculiar heritage and living in an area 

which belonged to them and their parents in a unique way. 

Despite these many changes steadily undermining the bonds which 

over the years had drawn the old residents and their families together, 

this group remained in 1966 as a distinctive entity with a strong sense 

of solidarity, in part at least enhanced by the feeling that they were 

now s et apart from the newcomers. The views expressed by a few of the 

old people with regard to the residents on the Badger Fatates,· for 

example, were akin to those related to its architectural design; 'It's 

a slum,' 'Woodhouse was a nice place till they built the Badger,' 

'The Badger - they're a lot of pagans down there.' Of course the, 

natives of the local district did not always hit it off with each other 

(there was some rivalr,y, for example, between the two old people's clubs 

operating in 1966, and one old lac\Y remarked shrewdly of her relationship 

with fellow residents, 'In a village you make friends ~ you make , 
enemies'), but by and large the fact that they knew one another so well 

and the newcomers so little drew them very much together on numerous 
, 

occasions. When one old man felt himself to be 'a stranger in my own 

land,' and another could comment, on meeting an old friend in the street, 
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'It's nice to see a b ••••• native!' it was inevitable that the ties 

old residents had with each other should become increasingly precious. 

They interacted with some intensity when they met in the shops ('It's 

only the old ones that really stop and talk,' remarked a shop assist­

ant), at church meetings, during the day in the public houses, when they 

were defending their rights against the Corporation, or when anyone of 

them was in personal need. A remarkable instance of the latter was 

when a widow whose only daughter was working full-time had a stroke. 

Though the former had no other relatives in the local district, friends 

and neighb'ours ralUed round and, by 1968, had worked a rota sys tem of 

si tting in with her daily (except Sundays) for well over two years so 

that her daughter could keep earning a living. 

The forces pressing the old residents in on themselves resulted in 

the newcomers feeling somewhat cut off from the rest of the population 

with its still distinctive pattern of life. Because some knew thenr 

selves to be very much strangers they tended to be sensitive to even 

quite casual remarks or unintended gestures, a fact which made an old 

man comment, 'They seem to be more removed fran us than we from them. t 

The most recent and largest influx of inhabitants on the Badger EBtate, 

particularly the women who did not go out to work and consequently spent 

more time than the rest 'up the village,' most obviously regarded them-

selves as an 'out-group'. 'They call us Badgerites,' 'You fair see 

their noses going up in the air, ' 'My feeling is that Woodhouse doesn't 

want to know us,' were some of the sentiments expressed. 



On the other hand, though at times the situation gave indications 

of the existence of latent communal conflict, there was little ouvert 

antagonism between old and new residents, and the process of coming to 

terms with each other, as far as different styles of life permitted, 

was in 1966 being furthered by the emergence of certain conmon interests 

and causes. Within the clubs and public houses old and new residents 

seemed to intermingle quite happily. The lady landlord of the Stag 

Inn was reported as saying, 'The people fram the new estates get on 

very well, with the old Woodhouse folk. I have seen young men from the 

estate (Badger) talking to pensioners in the hotel so I don't think 

there is a great deal of truth in this talk that the people do not mix 
1 

together. ' As mentioned under 'Social Action' certain ventures spon-

sored by the Woodhouse CouncU of Churches also facilitated interaction 

between old and new, and, as noted in the Section about 'Government,' 

common cause was made over certain issues against the City CouncU. 

What relieved possible tension more than anything, however, was, on the 

one hand, the open invitation given to newcomers to join activities run 

by the old villagers (for example, the old people's clubs were eager 

to recruit old age pensioners who had moved into the local district 

recently) and, On the other, the freedom new residents had to go their 

own way if they so wished. One young couple in fact thoroughly enjoyed 

the anonymity of Woodhousei ' 'You don't keep bumping into people you 

know, 'remarked the wife expressing relief, a sentiment quite foreign 

1. The South Yorkshire Times. 13/8/66. 
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to the outlook of old villagers. Because, in 1966, the newcomers 

were only too ready to let the old people run their own activities in 

their own way (as in the case of the churches) manifest communal con­

flict was avoided; What the future might hold was another matter. 

For various reasons, however, the new residents found it much more 

difficult to develop a sense of solidarity amongst themselves than the 

old inhabitants. MJ mentioned above, the diffuse nature of interests 

and activities scattered the newcomers in particular far and wide 

across the city for many hours a day, only young mothers and their 

children and the old age pensioners being confined to the local district. 

On the Badger Estate the steady turnover of families led to a feeling 

of restlessness amongst certain newcomers; 'It has such an unsettling 

effect,' 'You feel there's nothing permanent,' 'Noboqy seems to have 

moved here to stay,' were some of the comments. Furthennore, new 

residents had little affection for the &rea as such, in part bec&use it 

looked so scruffy &Dd in P&rt bec&use they had only just arrived on the 

scene. The Badger Estate itself was still lacking in amenities (no 

shops for example), and in wet weather the drainage was far from adequate, 

resul ting in large muddy patches. In a survey by the Minis try of HOUSing 
\ 

&nd Local Government, 30'/0 of those- questioned (all women) were 'very 

dissatisfied' with the Estate, 35;" 'found it alright' whilst only 35-% 
1 , 

were 'very satisfied. • This lack ot attachment to place meant the 

1. Ministry of Housing and Local Government. Survey of Ho~ing at 
Gloucester street and Woodhouse, Sheffield. (Unpublished). 1967 •. 



absence of a common bond which was an important factor in enhancing 

solidarity amongst the old inhabitants. For the residents as a whole 

on the post-war estates, and amongst those living on the privately devel-

oped roads, solidarity was weak. 

In 1966, class consciousness as such was not sufficiently strong to 

engender a sense of solidarity amongst various sections of the population. 

Though old and new (especially the young) inhabitants were dis tinguished 

by different styles of life and attitudes, they were hardly further 

divided by social class. As, mentioned in the Section on 'Work,' differ-

ences in occupational s ta tus were relatively minor compared with the 

earlier period. 1he great majority of homes in the local district were 

equipped with the same 'essentials' such as television, washer and 

'fridge, whilst a car <though often second-hand) was a quite ordinary 

domestic possession. Virtually all residents sent their children to 

State schools. Even the sort of newspapers read showed the homogeneity 

of cultural attitudes and reading tastes throughout the area • 

. Percentage of Woodhouse households taking papers delivered or sold 

by Woodhouse newsagents, early 1967 -

National dailies -

Dally Mirror 
The Sun 
Dally Express 
Dally Mail , 
Dally Sketch . 
Dally Telegraph 
The Guardian 
Morning Star 
The Times 



S Wlday papers -

News ot the World 
The People 
Sunday Mirror 
Sunday Express 
Sunday Times 
Observer 
SWlday Post 
Sunday MaU 

The only aspect ot social class which, as to some extent in 1912, 

drew some residents towards each other was the distinction "between the 

'respectable' end the 'rough' families_ In the old village, there still 

existed a feeling that the East end was one degree up the social scale 

in relation to the West end, though doctors and social workers agreed 

that the 'rough' families were now more scattered through the local 

district as a whole, and, where they did congregate (tor example, at 

the bottom ot John Calvert Road, known locally as 'Coronation Street'), 

it was only in small pockets. On the Badger Estate, the 'top enders' 

(all having been on the Corporation's housing list tor many years) felt 

themselves somewhat superior to the 'bottom enders' (those rehoused 

from slum clearance areas). 'They call the top Ponta Rosa and the 

bottom Dodge City" remarked one resident. 'The bus drivers say the 

bottom end is a shanty town,' and 'There's a definite line where it (the 

rougher section) starts,' were other C?ormnents. However, the sense of 

solidarity that was engendered amongs t those families who regarded them­

selves as 'respectable' was very tenuous, any attachment to one another 



being much more dependent on the existence of far stronger' and more 

basic common concerns. 

Significance 

If class consciousness did not greatly affect the sense of solid-

arity experienced by residents, it nevertheless added here and there to 

their sense of significance. Amongst the well established Woodhouse 

families differences in social status still reflected the stratified 

society of 1912. 'This is the posh part of Woodhouse, , stated one 

old lady. from a local district family of some standing with regard to 

the situation of her house; 'Those on the Badger,' she added, 'we 

call oommon-or-garden.' As noted in the Section on 'Religion,' one 

woman from a mining family who regularly and informally met another, 

who came originally from a propertied Woodhouse family, stUl referred 

to the latter by her surname. An old Vloodhouse man who as a lay reader 

took occasional services at the Anglican churches put certain residents 

off because, as one said, 'We all knew him as the local butcher.' When, 

in 1962, a young Woodhouse girl married the then Vicar it was felt by 

many old people to be 'quite above her station.' Consequently amongst 

those members of the top Woodhouse class, who came from or moved amongst 

the older sections of the population, a sense of significance based on 

social standing in the local district was still evident. 

MOre recent residents living in their own houses undoubtedly felt 
< 

them elves to be a step in front of -the majority of their contemporaries; 

'Fancy living in a council house!' tactlessly remarked one such woman 

to her friend living on the Badger Estate. The owner-occupiers, 
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especially at the East end, were thus concerned and somewhat annoyed 

by the building of the new estates nearby. 'Property is losing its 

value in Woodhousei it'll be all estates soon', said one man about to 

purchase his own house outside the local district. A more virulent 

complaint appeared in the Press from a young mother: 'My eldest child 

should start (school) after Easter, but no. . For the first time, 

children are being refused until after they are five (because of the 

influx of residents on the new Badger Estate). We - this includes most 

people in Goathland Road (all owner-occupiers) - have pUt up with a great 

deal during the two years in which the new estate was being built ••••• 

The lorries bringing building materials used our road constantly, making 

a great deal of noise and making it more dangerous for our children to 

play. As people who pay rates, the business of the school is just about 
1 . 

the las t straw.' Although stU! evident, the sense of significance 

experienced by residents ami.ng their own home had in Woodhouse taken 

certain knocks over the pas t year or two. 

Even amongst a ffi1Rcouncil house tenants class distinction was in 

evidence. For example, one male resident of the Badger Estate, who had 

a wide variety of interests and hobbies, felt himself to be in a differ-

ent category from many of his neighbours. 'I think the working class 

on the whole are bums 1 t he stated. 'They can't see further than a pint 

of beer and a bet on a horse. Terribly negative and terrible snobs. 

The working class and the Trade Union movement stink.' Significance 

seemed to come here as much through disassociation from the mass as from 

any very conscious associations with some other social class. 

1. The star. (Sheffield) 3/zf65. 



SIDIThITNG UP 

The population of V/oodhouse, in 1966, was very mch less a unity 

than in 1912. The influx of many new residents into council houses 

buUt since the last war, especially onto the Badger Estate, the latest 

and largest developnent of all, split residents into two major and 

numerically fairly equal groups; the old people and their families, 

bom and/or bred in the local district, and the newcomers who ·had no 

links at all with the Woodhouse of bygone days. Other overall groupings 

were of very much less consequence. There was still a tendency for 

residents to gather around either publio house and club or ohurch, but 

this division in itself now contributed very little towards giving 

either side a sense of identity and produoed very little rivalry let 

alone conflict. The growing homogeneity of sooial olass was in itself 

little basis for drawing different sections of the population together, 

·though there was .some evidence of the emergence here and there of a 

'respectable' group who saw themselves as apart from the 'rougher' 

element. 

Ma~ of those features that had fostered a strong sense of solid­

arity t~ughout the local district in 1912 had, in.1966, disappeared 

or undergone oonsiderable change. Formal contaot between Woodhouse 

organizations was just.as infrequent as ever, whilst the great variety 

of interests and aotivities evident amongst the population as a whole 

merely pushed the latter further and further out into the extended 



district and even beyond to satisfy their needs (Woodhouse having only 

very limited resources compared with Sheffield), and rarely led to in-

creased interaction with fellow residents as such. Though living in 

the same area, people consequently only got to know each other in only 

a very limited number of roles. 

The large infomal cormmmal gatherings of the earlier period had 

virtually vanished, whilst the normal cycle of annual events was in 

itself in a state of flux (as with the moving of the Spring Bank Holiday 

away from the Whi tsuntide week-end in 1967). The Church now had only 

very limited control over the pattern of local district life even on 

Sundays. With an increasing division of labour, involving women as well 

as men, and the growing variety of leisure-time pursuits, there was no 

longer, as in 1912 when mjning dominated the scene, even a majority of 

residents whoa e dally and weekly routine was similar. As a result 

people felt themselves to be far less in step with one another, and a 

sense of corporate effort within Woodhouse as a whole was imPOSSible to 

achieve. 

Gossip was stUl widespread amongst older residents, and here and 

there amongs t young mothers, but the transmission of local news was far 

less efficient and comprehensive than in 1912. False rumours sometimes 

went uncorrected for weeks on end. Reports in the South Yorkshire 

Times were sparse, repetitive and mainly concerned with the activities 

of the Woodhouse churches, as indeed were most of the other magazines 

produced in the local district. With residents as a whole being far 



less well acquainted with one another's doings than in previous years, 

an overall sense of solidarity could no longer be maintained. The 

great increase in communication by letter and telephone meant less need 

for residents to cultivate friendships within the local district. Many 

inhabitants met whilst travelling into the city by bus, train or car, 

but such conversations that did occur tended to be mainly confined to 

those already acquainted. 

The survival of a strong sense of solidarity amongst old residents 

was also made more difficult by the limited time for which most of those 

with any responsibility in the area had held their positions (many in 

fact lived outside the local district). No symbolic figures prominent 

throughout the whole population existed. Likewise there were no longer 

any • characters' known well to all residents. Local sayings and ex­

pressions were slowly dying out, whilst attachment to Woodhouse as a 

place was being literally undermined by the demolition squads who oblit­

era ted memories and left barrenness and ugliness in their wake. The 

new development appealed neither aesthetically nor symbolically to most 

residents. 1be sense of sharing a unique, common heritage and belonging 

to a place of which they were still proud remained intact therefore only 

for the loyal natives of a Woodhouse of a different" era. 

Despi te so many changes on the Woodhouse scene, the relatively 

large nuni:>er of old residents as a whole still maintained a strong 

sense of solidarity, fostered by acquaintance (often blood or ~rital 

ties) over many years. In 1966, this section of the population not 



only exploited to the full what was left of those features of local 

distriet life that had helped to draw the residents of 1912 together, 

but were united in the faee of the invasion of the local distriet by 

suceessive waves of • strangers, t although it would be misleading to 

imply that there was any manifest communal eonfliet between these two 

groups; in eertain eireumstanees, as in the public houses and elubs, 

they mixed reasonably well. The newcomers as a group were, however, a 

much less integrated group, infrequent eontact with each other as resi­

dents and a lack of interest in Woodhouse resulting in a ~ sense of 

solidarity. On the other hand, some welcomed this situation, with the 

freedom and domestic privaey that anonymity brought. 

~e sense of significance experienced by residents was little 

enhaneed by the appearance of their names in the South Yorkshire Times, 

the latter now being treated as a eomparatively unimportant journal. 

Vinor elass distinctions were evident amongst the older people who still 

adhered in part to the norms of 1912, amongs t a.vner-occupiers who saw 

themselves over against the eouncil house tenants and occasionally 

amongst the latter themselves. These boosted certain inhabitants' sense 

of signifieance to a moderate degree. 

Outside the local distriet, an ever inereasing'number of residents 

found a good deal of solidarity and significance within particular 

spheres of aetivity (see the ~revious Seetions). This was espeeially 

true of the newcomers who satisfied their eomrmmal needs as much in the 

eontext of the extended as the local district. Beyond the extended 



district, modem methods of conmmication (national newspapers, wire­

less and television in particular) meant that most inhabitants were 

in almost continuous touch with national and international events. 

Though, as in 1912, any strong sense of solidarity evoked by current 

affairs was short-lived, there was now far more awareness of belonging 

to a world whose achievements and problems were increasingly part and 

parcel of one's own life, often more real than thos e of one's fellow 

residents. 



10. CONCLUSION 

As in the 'Conclusion' to the 1912 study, the purpose of'this 

'Conclusion' is to summarize the material set out in the preceding 

Sections to make possible the testing of' the two major hypotheses 

referred to in the 'Introduction' to this thesis. These are :-

I. That over recent years notable changes have taken place in 

the expression (through the social activities and relationships of 

major categories of' the population) and territorial focus (ie., those 

geographical units which contain communal activities and relationships) 

of' conmmity. 

11. That, despite these changes, a sense of' comnrunity has not 

disappeared and, in some cases, its intensity has increased. 

The testing of these two hypotheses will be undertaken by comparing 

the 1966 situation with that existing in 1912 under the following 

headings :-

Main categories of' Woodhouse residents who experienced a sense 

of' community in similar wayS (Hypotheses I and 11) 

Under this heading, it will be possible to test whether there have 

been any notable changes in the major categories of residents with a 



similar 'conmtlIlal experience. If so, one aspect of Hypothesis I will 

be upheld. Such categories are of course relevant to HYPothesis II 

but in themselves do not prove or disprove it. 

The intensity (Hypothesis II) and expression (Hypothesis I) of 

community sentiment experienced by these main categories of residents 

Under this heading, it will be possible to test whether a sense of 

community still exists forWoodhouse residents and whether, in some 

cases, it is perhaps even more intense than in 1912. If so, then 

Hypothesis II will be substantiated. It will also be possible to test 

whether there have been any notable changes in the communal activities 

(social activity) anq/or relationships (social structure) of residents. 

If so, another aspect of Hypothesis I will be upheld. 

The geographical context of community as experienced by Woodhouse 

residents (Hypothesis I) 

Under this heading, it will be possible to test whether there have 

been any notable changes in those geographical units which contain comm-

unal activities and relationships. If so, and if the other aspects of 

Hypothesis I mentioned above have been upheld, then H;n>othesis I will be 

, substantiated. 



lI8in categories of Woodhouse residents who experienced 
a sense of comrmmity in similar ways 

The attempt to distinguish groups of inhabitants who experienced 

8 sense of community in broadly similar ways must be qualified, as in 

the 1912 ~Conclusion,' by the recognition that there were numerous 

exceptions .to the rule. None the less, such categories did emerge 

and were notably different from those which dominated the scene in the 

earlier period. 

Natives and newcomers. 

One of the outstanding features of the population of Woodhouse in 

1966 was the distinction between natives and newcomers. The natives 

were those born anO/or bred in Woodhouse, were mainly older residents, 

lived generally in old private or rented houses, and found many of their 

most important activities and relationships within the local district 

itself. The newcomers were those who had moved into Woodhow;se mainly 

since the building of the first post-war estate in 19.5.5, were usually 

younger residents often with small children, were either owner occupiers 

or lived in council accommodation, and found as many of their most im­

portant activities and relationships outside as inside the local district. 

In 1966, the natives made up just over half, and the (newcomers just under 

half, of the adult population, though the balance was steadily swinging 

in favour of the latter. 
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The reasons for and consequences of the emergence of these two 

distinct categories of residents have already been discussed at some 

length, especially in the Sections on 'Woodhouse 1966' and 'Other 

Aspects of V/oodhouse Life.' Here it must suffice to reiterate that, 

despite the considerable influx of new residents into Woodhouse in the 

latter half of the 19th Century, the situation in 1912 and in 1966 were 

very different. In 1912, the more recent aITivals had been coming in 

steadUy over several decades and had brought a style of life not fWld­

&mentally different from that pursued by many of the well established 

residents (especially outside the top class). Furthermore, since at 

least 1900, the movement into the local district has slowed considerably, 

and, by 1912, old and new inhabitants had become fairly well integrated. 

In 1966, on the other hand, the newcomers were very much products of 

the post-war era, one strikingly different from that so familiar to older 

residents and thus to the large majority of natives. Since 1955, new­

comers had flooded in, the larges t influx in fact occurring in the years 

1964 and 1965. Far from integration taking place, serious conflict 

was only avoided by a tacit understanding that each should live and let 

live, the natives going their way and the newcomers theirs. In 1966, 
t 

therefore, Wllike 1912, there existed two categories of residents be-

longing virtually to two different worlds. 



In 1966, the criterion of age divided the population of Woodhouse 

into four main categories (as opposed to two in 1912) each experiencing 

a sense of conmunity in a fairly distinctive manner. 

The youngest age category was that containing all children up to 

the age of 15 (as against 13 in 1912), when the majority left school. 

However, it must be emphasized that many of the older children were very 

much participants in the' teenage culture of the day and had been given 

considerable freedom from the direct control of parents. 

At 15 (and as noted in some cases several years before), a dist­

inctive category of young people, much less evident in 1912, emerged, 

and stretched up to the age of 21 or to the age of marriage (though 

serious courtship could virtually end this period) whichever was earlier. 

This category of young people was distinguished by several important 

features not present in 1912. One was considerable economic and social 

independence of the home, young people keeping most of what they earned 

for themselves and having 'the key of the door' well before adulthood (see 

the Section on 'Family and Neighbours'). Another was their orientation 

towards the new 'teenage society, with its own peculiar fashions and 

habits, on the one hand, and towards the peer group on the other. The 

latter was usually divided into two fairly distinctive groups, the larger 

group of acquaintances (formally or infonnally structured according to 

the interests being pursued) with which young people associated on a more 

'I 
!i 



general level, and the small, tight group (often consisting of no more 

than four young people normally of the same sex) who were particular 

friends (see the Section on 'Leisure'). 

The age category of edul ts, as defined in this thesis, was in 

1966 similar to that existing in 1912, except that in the more recent 

period is ended at a definite time, that when adults became old age 

pensioners. 

In 1966, another new category of communal note, that of ~ 

people, had appeared. Owing to formal retirement on a pension, no~ 

ally for women at 60 and for men at 65, and to longer life expectation 

which often gave pensioners 20 or more years of active living after 

retirement, the old people of Woodhouse became a quite distinctive 

communal grouping with a particular life-style of their own (see the 

Sections on 'Health and Welfare,' 'Religion,' and 'Family and Neigh-

bours ,). 

As mentioned before, the categories of natives and newcomers 

overlapped the age categories above, the younger residents tending to 

be newcomers and the older residents natives. 

Sex t -
In 1966, sex to some extent stUl divided the population of Wood-

house into distinct comnnmal g:r:-oupings, but nothing like so rigidly as 

in 1912. 

122.I! and girls now mixed and played together, at school, in 



recreational organizations, at church, and on their own, much more 

freely than at the beginning of the century. 

In the adult world, Woodhouse ~ and women now met and mingled, 

especially outside the home, far more frequently than in 1912. Here 

the greatest change was the entry of Vloodhouse women, prior to the 

appearance of a family and after the family were all at school (though 

sometimes well before this), into the previously male dominated spheres 

of work: and leisure (see the appropriate Sections). Positions of resp­

onsibility, however, were stUl largely in the hands of men (this also 

being the case, though to a lesser extent, in the sphere of religion). 

Women at this time also belonged to numerous groups of a recreational 

anq/or religious nature, specifically catering for their own interests 

and tastes, which were often run entirely by themselves, a situation 

not common in 1912. The other big change was the much more active part 

now played by men in domestic affairs, either in looking after the child­

ren and undertaking household tasks, or in spending a good deal of time 

maintaining the house (though to a much lesser extent the garden) in 

good condition (see the Section on 'Family and Neighbours'). The sex 

division amongst adults was thus less clearly drawn in 1966 than in 1912, 
t 

though there still remained distinctive patterns of communal life pursued 

by men and women, even when the latter went out to work (see the 

Section on ·Work·). 

In case of old people, sex distinctions were of little comrmmal 

importance in domestic affairs though, outside the home, old people's 

, 
~ . 

" 



organizations tended to be dominated by members of either one sex 

or the other (see the Sections on 'Health and Welfare,' and 

'Religion') _ 

Social Class 

Social class as a criterion of distinct communal categories was 

of less note in 1966 than in 1912. By 1966, the top Woodhouse class, 

quite distinctive and notable in 1912, had as such virtually lost its 

identity_ Amongst the rest ot the population, the intermediate and 

working classes found in the Woodhouse of the earlier period had merged 

into one homogeneous group, in the 1966 study called the working class. 

Residents were now distinguished largely by whether their occupations 

and the initiative they were able to exercise at work placed them in the 

independent or dependent section of this class (see the Section on 

'Work'), but no notable c0lIlIllUll8.1 groupings based on class distinctions 

as such emerged. 

The above analysis shows that, with regard to the main categories 

of Woodhouse residents who experienced a sense of community in similar 
t 

ways, two very important new groupings, those of natives and newcomers, 

had appeared on the scene since 1912. Furthermore, in connection with 

the criteria of age, the'major-categories of young people and old people 

had emerged by 1966. 

i., ,', 
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Thus. because coJIJIID.lllity sentiment was eXpressed through a number 

of different categories of residents in 1966 as compared with 1912, 

an important step towards verifying one aspect of Hypothesis I (namely 

that notable changes have taken place in the expression of community 

sentiment) has here been taken. 

l 



The intensity and expression of community sentiment 
experienced by these main categories of residents 

The sUIJlll8ry and analysis below is set out along the same lines 

as those followed in the 1912 'Conclusion.' However, after each of 

the main categories of residents dealt with in this way, a further 

comment is added assessing whether the intensity of cOmImlIlity sentiment 

in 1966 was similar to, weaker or stronger than in 1912. Changes in 

the expression of community sentiment, not quite so systematically 

dealt with here, are swmnarized in a final paragraph. 

(The particular Sections wherein reference is made to the essential 

elements of comnnmity sentiment, namely solidarity and significance, 

mentioned below are noted in brackets.) 

Very strops 

Children 

1. Solidarity and significance 

Solidarity 

Wi thin the immedia te family ( 'Family and Neighbours'). 

Between children (natiVes) and grandparents living in the local 

die trict (, Family and Ne.ighbours'). 

Amongst small groups of children of similar age living nearby, 

but by no means necessarily in the same precinct ( 'Family and 

Neighbours'). 



Amongs t small groups of children of similar age within the 

same class at school ('Education'). 

Amongst children at selective (U+) schools at the level of the 

class ('Education'). 

strong 

Amongst children at the Infant and Junior Schools at the level 

of the class ('Education'). 

Between chUdren and teachers at the Infant, Junior and Grammar 

'Schools ('Education'). 

Between children (newcomers) and grandparents ('Family and 

Neighbours'). 

Between children (natives) and members of the extended family 

living in the local district ( , Family and Neighbours'). 

Amongst children at Grammar Schools at the level of the school as 

a whole ('Education'). 

Amongst children regularly attending activities run by the 
t 

churches (Religion'). 

Moderate 

Between children and teachers at the Secondary Modern, Comprehensive 

and Technical Schools ('Education'). 



Between children (natives) and adult neighbours living in the 

same precinct ( 'Family and Neighbours'). 

Amongst children regularly attending the activities of the 

Badger Community Association ('Leisure'). 

Amongst children at Junior, Secondar,y Modern, Comprehensive and 

Technical Schools at the level of the school as a whole ('Education'). 

Amongst children at the Infant Schools at the level of the school 

as a whole ('Education'). 

Between children (newcomers) and members of the extended family 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

Between children (newcomers) and adult neighbours living in the 

same precinct ( 'Family and Neighbours'). 

Significance 

Very s tron,g 

Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

For those prominent within small groups of friends of similar age, 

especially through informal activities and roles ('Leisure'). 

For thos eat Grammar Schools ( , Educa tion') • 



strong 

For those at Infant, JWlior, Comprehensive and Technical 

Schools ('Education'). 

For those attaining the limelight through activities sponsored 

by the churches ('Religion'). 

Moderate 

For those at Secondary Modern School ('Education'). 

2. Community sentiment 

VerY strong 
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Within the immediate family. Grandparents living within the 

local district were regarded by the children ot natives in particular 

as virtually members of their own immediate family • 

.Amongst small groups of children of similar age living nearby, 

but by no means necessarily in the same precinct. 

Amongst small groups of children of similar age within the same 

class at school. 

Amongs t children a t Grammar Schools at the level of the class 

and the school as a whole. ' 

Amongst children at Comprehensive and Technical Schools at the 

level of the class. 



strong 

Amongst children at the Infant, Junior and Secondary Modern 

Schools a t the level of the class. 
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Between children and teachers at the Infant, Junior and Grammar 

Schools. 

Between the children of newcomers and grandparents. 

Between the children of natives and members of the extended 

family living in the local district. 

Amongst children involved in activities run by the churches. 

Amongst children at the Junior, Comprehensive and Technical 

Schools at the level of the school. 

Moderate 

Between children and teachers at the Technical, Comprehensive 

and Secondary Modern Schools. 

Between the children of natives and adult neighbours living in 

the same precinct. 

Amongst children involved in the activities of the Badger 

Community Association. 

Amongs t children a t Infant and Secondary Modern Schools at the 

level of the school. 
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Weak -
Between the children of newcomers and members of the extended 

family. 

Between the children of newcomers and adult neighbours living in 

the same precinct. 

-~-----~-------

Community sentiment in 1966 compared with 1912 

Similar 

In 1966, as in 1912, children still experienced a very strong 

sense of community within the imnediate family, though important 

changes had taken place in the social activities and structure of the 

latter (see the Section on 'Family and Neighbours'). Community 

sentiment also remained very strong amongst small groups of children 

of similar age, though not so much as in 1912 of the same sex, notably 

when they were in the same class at school or lived nearby, but not 

necessarily in the same preoinct. In 1966 , it was not quite so common 

to find children in one group, say in the same class at school, meeting , 

very frequently with each other in different circums tances, say in play 

groups near their home or at church. Children at Grammar Schools, at 
• 

the level of the class and of the school as a whole, experienced a very 

strong sense of oODlDUllity, as did children at the Woodhouse Secondary 



School at both these levels in 1912. Children of natives, though 

not of newcomers (see below), retained strong communal ties with 
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members of the extended family, many of whom lived in the local district. 

Activities organized by the Woodhouse churches still gave children 

involved, though far fewer than in 1912, a strong sense of camnuni ty. 

Weaker 

In 1966, the children of newcomers possessed less sense of community 

in relation to members of the extended family (weak as against strong), 

including grandparents (strong as against very strong), than did children 

as a whole in the Woodhouse of 1912. By 1966, communal ties with adults 

living in the same precinct, which in 1912 had been strong for most 

children (though moderate for those from the top class), had weakened 
~ 

and become moderate in strength for the children of natives and weak for 

the children of newcomers. TIle very strong sense of community which had 

in 1912 existed amongst children and their teachers at the woodhouse 

Secondary School was not quite matched anywhere in 1966, even in the 

Grammar Schools, though it mst be remembered that the Secondary School 

at the beginning of the Century was a peculiarly pioneering and close­

knit institution (see the Section on '.' 'Education' in the 1912 case-study). 

The moderate sense of comnnmity felt by Woodhouse children in 1912 as 

young citizens of the Mother Country of the British Empire as such had 

disappeared by 1966, but children to some extent now shared the wider· 

sense of citizenship experienced 'by all residents (see below under' All 



residents'). Certain activities engendering a strong sense of 

community for children in the earlier era, such as those arranged 

by the Friendly Societies and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative 

Society, as well as the film shows at the old Central Hall (where a 

moderate degree of community sentiment was in evidence), had dis­

appeared by 1966. 

stronger 

The outstanding increase in the strength of community sentiment 

with regard to children came in relation to their life at school 

(excluding the Secondary School of 1912 and its equivalent, the Grammar 

Schools of 1966, mentioned above), which was now much fulle~, freer 

and more varied than in 1912. At the level of the class, children 

of Elementary School age who in 1912 experienced a moderate sense of 

community, in 1966 found a strong sense of community at the Infant, 

Junior and Secondary Modern Schools, and a very strong sense of comm­

unity at the Comprehensive and Technical Schools. At the level of 

the school as a whole, community sentiment which was weak amongst 

children of Elementary School age in 1912, was in 1966 moderate for 

those at the Infant and Secondary Modern Schools and strong for those 

at the Junior, Comprehensive and Technical Schools. Comnnmal ties 

between children and teachers had likewise increased from weak, amongst 

Elementary School children in 1912, to moderate at the Comprehensive, 

Technical and Secondary Schools and strong at the Infant, Junior and 



Grammar Schools in 1966. In 1966, children were participating in 

certain recreational and sporting activities organized by the new 

Badger Coomunity Association and finding therein a moderate sense of 

community. 



Young People 

(Community sentiment experienced by young people within the sphere 

of educa tion is included under 'Children,' end within the sphere of 

work is included under 'Women' and 'Men.'). 

1. Solidarity and significance 

Solidarity 

Very strong 

Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

Amongst very small numbers (often pairs or foursomes) of the 

same sex ('Leisure'). 

Amongst young people regularly participating in activities organ­

ized by the churches ('Religion'). 

strong 

Amongst young people meeting frequently and infonnally in the 

discotheque, the coffee bar or on the streets within the local district 

('Leisure'). l 

Amongst young people ~rticipating regularly in activities 

sponsored by commercial entertainment and recreational centres in the 

extended district ('Leisure'). 

666. 
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Moderate 

Between young people (natives) and members ot the extended tamily 

living in the local district ('Family and Neighbours'). 

Between young people (natives) and adult neighbours living in the 

same precinct ('Family and Neighbours ,). 

Amongst young people in general as participants in the 'teenage 

world and culture ('Leisure'). 

Weak -
Between young people (newcomers) and members ot the extended family 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

Between young people (newcomers) 'and adult neighbours living in 

the same precinct ( 'Family and Neighbours'). 

Significance 

strong 

Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

t 

For those prominent within small groups of friends, especially 

through informal activities and roles ('L~isure'). 

For those attaining the limelight through organized activities 

sponsored by such bodies as the churches ('Religion'), and commercial 

entertainment and recreational centres in the extended district ('Leisure').' 
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2. Corrmunity sentiment 

Very strong 

Within the immediate family. 

Amongst very small numbers (often pairs or foursomes) of the 

same sex. 

Amongst young people ver.y much involved in activities organized 

by the churches. 

strong 

Amongst young people meeting frequently and informally ~ the 

discotheque, the coffee bar or on the streets within the local district. 

Amongst young people involved in activities sponsored by commercial 

entertainment and recreational centres in the extended dis trict. ' 

Moderate 

Between young people (natives) and members of the extended family 

living in the local district. 

.. 
Between young people (natives) and adult neighbours living in the 

same precinct. 

Amongst young people in general as participants in the • teenage' 

world and culture. 



Between young people (newcomers) and members of the extended 

family. 

Between young people (newcomers) and adult neighbours living 

in the same precinct. 

------..-..--

Community sentiment in 1966 compared with 1912 

It is rather difficult to make comparisons between the young 

people of 1966 and those of 1912 insofar as in the earlier era young 

people did not form a separate communal category. Problems of compar­

ison also arise because in certain cases it has been necessary to group 

young people with children (as when considering education) or with 

adults (as when discussing work). Here, therefore, attention is 

focused on those activities and relationships which are particularly 

characteristic of young people as a distinct communal grouping (the 

spheres of work, government, health and welfare, and education thus 

being excluded). 

Similar 

Young people in 1966 stUl retained a very strong sense of conmun­

ity in relation to the immediate tamUy, though they were now much less 
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dependent on the latter in many ways than in 1912 (see the Seotion on 

• Family and Neighbours'). A very strong s ens e of oonnnwrl ty, as in 

1912, was also still evident amongst young people, though now fewer, 

involved in aotivities run by the ohurohes. 

Weaker 

The strong ties that onoe existed between young people and members 

of the extended family, had by 1966 for natives beoome moderately 

strong, and for newcomers weak. Meanwhile, the strong oommunal links 

that in 1912 drew young people and adult neighbours together had, by 

1966, also declined to moderate for natives and weak tor newoomers. 

stronger 

In 1966, the most notable increase in oomnnmity sentiment amongst 

young people oame in relation to their peers. The new eoonomio and 

sooial freedom enjoyed by many of this age now gave them full soope to 

partioipate in the lively world of the 'teenage oulture (throughout 

which at least a moderate sense of oommunity existed), fashioned in 

partioular by the mass media and offered through oommeroial entertain­

ment (see the Seotion on 'Leisure'). Very strong oolIJlDl.lliity sentiment 

developed espeoially amongst small groups of young people of the same 

sex who often spent a great deal of their leisure time together, whilst 

amongst larger groups of young people of both sexes, who met informally 

within the looal distriot or at plaoes of entertainment in the city, a 

strong sense of conmunity was evident. 



Women 

1. Solidarity and significance 

Solidarity 

Very strong 

Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

Amongst those regularly participating in the general life of 

the churches ('Religion'). 

strong 

Amongst women (natiVes) as neighbours living in the same precinct 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

Amongst women (newcomers) and particular friends living nearby 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

For women at work ('Work,' 'Education,' 'Health and Welfare'). 

Amongst those participating regularly in particular organizations 

or groups associated with the churches ('Religion'), the public houses 
t 

and clubs ('Leisure'), and the bingo halls, the latter in the extended 

district ('Leisure'). 

Between women (natives) and members of the extended family 

('Family and Neighbours'). 



Moderate 

Amongst women (newcomers) as neighbours living in the same 

precinct ('Family and Neighbours'). 

Amongst those regularly participating in the activities organized 

by the Badger Community Association ('Leisure'). 

Weak -
Between women (newcomers) and members of the extended family 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

Significance 

Very strong 

Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

For one or two very active, on a voluntary basis, and well known 

in the local district as nurses ('Health and Welfare'). 

For a few at work whose occupations placed them in the top class 

('Work') • 
t 

For those very active and very prominent in the general life of 

the churches ( 'Religion'). , 

strong 

For most at work whose occupations placed them in the top class 

('Work') • 



For those at work whose occupations placed them in the independent 

working class ('Work'). 

For those active and prominent in particular organizations or 

groups associated with the churches ('Religion'), or the public 

houses and clubs ('Leisure'). 

Moderate 

For those at work whose occupations placed them in the dependent 

working class (the majority of women) ( 'Viork'). 

For those with a reputation for readily offering neighbourly 

help to others living in the same precinct or nearby ('Family and 

Neighbours' ) • 

2. Community sentiment 

Very strong 

Within the immediate family. 

For one or two very active in the local district as:voluntary 

nurses, and very well known by older residents, especially amongst 

those whom they served. 

For a few women at work whose occupations placed them in the top 

class of residents. 

Amongst women involved in the general life of the churches. 



Strong 

.Amongst women (natives) as neighbours living in the same 

precinct. 

Amongst women (newcomers) and particular friends living nearby. 

For women as a whole at work. 

Amongst those involved in particular organizations or groups 

associated with the churches, the public houses and clubs, and the 

bingo halls, the latter in the extended district. 

Between women (natives) and members of the extended family. 

Moderate 

Amongst women (newcomers) as neighbours living in the same 

precinct. 

Amongst those involved in the activities organized by the Badger 

community Association. 

Between women (newcomers) and members of the extended family. 

-----_ .... ---._----



Community sentiment in 1966 caREared with 1912 

Similar 

The pattern of women's cOllJJllUll8.l activities and relationships 

was very different in the Woodhouse of 1966 from that which existed 

in 19l2. Nevertheless, the immediate family still took pride of 

place and a very strong sense of cOIll.lIDJIlity was experienced by women 

therein. Interest in the children was as keen as ever, in housework 

as such rather less than in 1912, though in the appearance and furnish­

ing of the home rather more, especially amongst the younger residents. 

A very strong sense of comnnmity was still found in their work by the 

one or two women who undertook voluntary nursing in the local district. 

Quite a number of Woodhouse women, though mainly natives, continued to 

experience a very strong sense of community where considerably involved 

in the general life of the churches, and a strong sense of conmnmity 

where mainly associated with particular activities sponsored by the 

churches. In 1966, women who were natives of Vloodhouse still maintained 

strong communal links with members of the extended family, the latter 

often living in the local district. 

Weaker 

COmmunity sentiment had declined for women notably in relation to 

neighbours. The large majority of. women in 1912 (the top and independent 

intermediate classes generally excepted) had found a very strong sense 
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of cormmmity within the precinct. In 1966, however, this sentiment 

had declined to strong for the natives and moderate for the newcomers. 

The latter in addition only maintained weak communal ties in the modern 

period with members of the extended family, in 1912 such ties for women 

in general having been strong. A number of activities engendering a 

strong sense of comnn.mity in 1912 (such as those sponsored by the 

Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society, various political associations 

and sports clubs) in which Woodhouse women, mainly from the top and 

independent intermediate classes, were active, had disappeared altogether. 

Other no~domestic pastimes had appeared, however, as mentioned below. 

stronger 

A sense of community tor women had over the years increased most 

notably outside the home, especially in the spheres of work and leisure. 

In 1966, the fonner engendered a strong sense of conmunity for the many 

(see the Section on 'Work') involved, and even a very strong sentiment 

for a few from the top Woodhouse class. In 1966, women of every social 

class were also very much freer than in 1912 to participate in leisure 

time activities, often with those of the same sex. A strong sense of 

communi ty was now enjoyed in groups assocla ted with the public hous es 

and clubs, and in the company of fellow bingo enthusiasts. The new 

Badger Community Association also provided a number of women on that , 

Estate with 8 communal grouping of moderate importance. Newcomers, 

though 8S noted not necessarily establishing close ties with neighbours, 

often did so with particular. friends living nearby. 



Men -
1. SolidaritI and significance 

Solidarity 

VerY strong 

Most within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours ,). 

Amongst those regularly participating in the general life of 

the churches ('Religion') • 
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.Amongst small groups regularly part ic ipa ting in the general life 

of the public houses and clubs ('Leisure'). 

strong 

Amongst those working regularly together in situations where 

ample opportunity for interaction existed ('Work'). 

Amongst miners working regularly together in small teams or 

groups ('Work'). 

Amongst those working within various professional groups 

'Education'). 

('Work, • 

For those regularly participating in the activities of the Royal 

Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes ('Health and Welfare'). 

Amongst those participating regularly in particular organizations 

or groups associated with the churches ('Religion'), or the public 
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houses and clubs ('Leisure'). 

Amongst those regularly going together to watch football matches 

in the extended ells trict ( 'Leis ure ' ) • 

Moderate 

For a few men, mainly from the dependent working class, within 

the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

Between men (natives) and members of the extended family 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

Between men (natives) and neighbours living in the same precinct 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

Amongst those working regularly together in situations where 

only limited opportunity for interaction existed ('Work'). 

For those participating in recreational pursuits of a specialized 

nature (choir, golf club, dancing class, etc.) in the extended district 

('Leisure') • 

For a few regularly attending the betting shops ('Leisure'). 

Between men (newcomers) and members of the extended family 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

Between men (newcomers) and neighbours. living in the same precinct 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

t 



Amongs t miners in general ('Work') • 

Amongst local district tradesmen in general (·Work·). 

Amongst local district members of the Brightside and Carbrook 

Co-operative Society (which had taken over the old Handsworth Vioodhouse 

Society) (·Work·). 

Significance 

Very strong 

For a few whose occupa tions placed them in the top class 

('Work') • 

For those very active and very prominent in the general life 

of the churches ('Religion'), or the public houses and clubs 

('Leisure') • 

Stro:gg 

For most within the immediate family ( 'Family and Neighbours'). 

For most whose occupations placed them in the top class ('Work'). t 

For those whose occupations placed them in the independent 

working class (·Work'). 

For those active and prominent in the campaign against the 

Sheffield Corporation for fair treatment and better amenities for 

res idents ( , Gov ernment ,) • 



For thos e active and praninent in particular organiza tions or 

groups associated with the churches ( 'Religion'), or the public 

houses and clubs ('Leisure'), and in such bodies as the Royal 

Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes ('Health and Welfare'). 

For those successful in sporting organizations ('Leisure,' 

'Religion'), and gambling pursuits ('Leisure'), 

Moderate 

For a few, mainly from the dependent working class, within the 

immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 
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For those whose occupations placed them in the dependent working 

class ('Work'). 

2. Cormnunity sentiment 

Very strong 

For most men within the immediate family. 

For a few men whose occupations placed them in the top class. 

Amongst those involved in the general life of the churches. t 

Amongst those associated with small groups involved in the 

general life of the public houses or clubs. 

strong 

For most men whose occupations placed them in the top class. 



For those whose occupations placed them in the independent 

working class. 

Amongst miners working regularly together in small teams or 

groups. 
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Amongst thcse involved in the activities of the Royal Antediluvian 

Order of Buffaloes. 

For those men actively involved in the campaign against the 

Sheffield Corporation for fair treatment and better amenities for 

residents. 

Amongst those involved in particular organizations or groups 

associated with the churches, public houses or elubs • 

.Amongst those involved in sporting organizations • 

.Amongst those regularly going together to watch football matches 

in the extended district. 

Moderate 

For a few men, mainly from the dependent working class, within 

the immediate family-

For those men whose occupations placed them in the dependent 

working class. 
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Between men (natives) and members of the extended family. 

Between men (natives) and neighbours living in the same 

precinct. 

For those involved in recreational pursuits of a specialized 

nature in the extended district. 

For a few regularly attending the betting shops. 

Weak -
For men (newcomers) and members of the extended family. 

For men (newcomers) and neighbours living in the same precinct. 

Amongs t miners in general. 

Amongs t local dis trict tradesmen in general • 

.Amongs t local dis trict members of the Brightside and Carbrook 

Co-operative Society. 

---------------

COlIlIl'lUlity sentiment in 1966 com;pared with 1912 

Similar 

In 1966, jlhe very strong sense of community experienced by most 

Woodhouse men within the immediate family was similarly evident amongst 

men of the top class and independent inte~ediate class in 1912 (for 
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the case ot men belonging to the dependent intemediate class and 

working class in 19l2, see below). There still remained in 1966, 

as in the earlier years ot the Century, a number of men, mainly from 

the lower end of the social scale, who found only a moderate sense of 

community within the home. Comnnmi.ty sentiment remained strong in 

1966 tor those men, many fewer than in 1912, considerably involved in 

the general life of the churches, or associated with slIlllller groupings 

very active in the general life of the public houses or clubs. For 

those whose occupations in 1966 placed them in the independent working 

class (in some ,ways akin to the intermediate class of 1912) community 

sentiment was still strong, whilst for those whose occupations placed 

them in the dependent working class of 1966 (in some ways akin to the 

working or lower class of 1912) camnunity sentiment remained moderate 

in strength. As in 1912, a strong sense of community was in 1966 found 

amongst those involved :in particular activities associated with the 

churches, public, houses, clubs, and amongst those participating in 

sporting organizations, or going together into the city to watch football. 

The Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes now engendered a strong sense of 

comnunity amongst its menibers as did the Friendly Societies of the 

earlier period, but the latter catered for far more menibers (see the t 

Section on 'Health and Welfare') than was the case in 1966. For men 

born and bred in Woodhouse ties with members of .the extended family, 

many of whom still lived locally, were as at the beginning of the 

Century moderately strong. The moderate sense of corrmunity evident 



in 1912 between most men and their neighbours living in the same 

precinct (it had in fact been a weak sentiment for men in the top 

and intermediate classes) still existed in 1966 for men who were 

natives of Woodhouse. 

Weaker 

1966 saw the sphere of work providing certain sections of the 

male population of Woodhouse with rather less sense of community than 

in 1912. This was the case for most men whose occupations placed them 

in the top class in 1966 (community sentiment here having declined 

from very strong to strong), though a few did still retain a very strong 

sense of community. The very strong sense of community enjoyed in 1912 

by small teams or groups of miners had in 1966 decreased to strong, 

whilst coIIllWllity sentiment amongst miners as a whole was now weak, 

compared with moderate in the earlier period. The strong sense of 

community found amongst Woodhouse railwaymen, who in 1912 formed a 

fairly distinct group within the local district, was by 1966 of moderate 

strenSth. (There was less opportunity in the modern period for men 

as a whole to strengthen their sense of community through being appreci-

ated by their fellows as hard and conscientious workers.) The trades-

men of Woodhouae now possessed very little in common, whilst local 

district residents who were members of the Co-operative Society took 

virtually no interest in its affairs (in both cases cOIlllllLlllity sentiment 

having declined from strong in 1912 to weak in 1966). Gambling as such 



685. 

had lost something of its informality and zest, by 1966 being almost 

completely absorbed into the official activities of public house and 

club, etc- The only place where men experienced a sense of community 

specifically associated with a separate gambling organization was in 

the local betting shops where canrwni ty sentiment was moderate (compared 

with strong in the informal groupings of 1912). Links between new­

comers and members of the extended family, as well as with neighbours 

living in the same precinct, were in 1966 weak, as against moderate for 

most men of the 1912 era. Certain interests and activities pursued by 

men which in 1912 had offered a sense of community had now disappeared 

altogether. These were notably, service with the Handsworth Urban 

District Council and participation in the Prize Band (which both gave 

a very strong sense of conmunity), membership of the Ambulance Classes, 

and of local district political associations and recreational groups 

not linked with the churches or licensed establishments (Which all gave 

a strong sense of community). Nor were there now in evidence many 

Woodhouse • characters' who, as in 19l2, found a strong sense of community 

within their own circle of friends and acquaintances. 

stronger 

In 1966 as compared with 19l2, one of the most notable changes 

in the sense of comnnmity experienced by Woodhouse men was evident 

within the immediate family. Here, in the earl~er period, community 

sentiment for men from the dependent intermediate class and working 

class (the majority of the male population) was strong; in 1966, it 
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was for most men of whatever social class, and especially the new­

comers, very strong (for the reasons for this see the Section on 

'Family and Neighbours'). In 1966, a number of men actively involved 

in fighting to obtain better treatment and amenities from the 

Sheffield Corporation found a strong sense of community amongst those 

of like mind. By 1966, certain recreational pursuits of a more 

specialized nature had appeared, mainly in the city, and Woodhouse 

men participating in them discovered therein a moderate sense of comm­

unity. 

\. 



Old People 

(Those experiencing community sentiment other than in ways 

mentioned below are included under 'Women,' 'Men,' and 'All 

res iden ts. ,) 

1. Solideri ty; and significance 

Solidarity 

strong 

Amongst old people living as neighbours in the same precinct 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

Amongst old people regularly participating in clubs for the 

aged sponsored by the churches ('Religion', and by the National 

F edera tion of Old Age Pens ioners ( , Heal th and vi elfare') • 

Significance 

strong 

For those active and prominent in the clubs for the aged spon­

sored by the churches ( 'Religion'), and by the Na tiona.l Federa tion 

of Old Age Pensioners ('Health and Welfare'). 

687. 
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2. Community sentiment 

strong 

.Amongst old people living as neighbours in the same precinct. 

For those involved in the clubs for the aged sponsored by the 

churches and by the National Federation of Old Age Pensioners. 

--~------------

Communi ty sentiment in 1966 compared with 1912 

The major difference between the 1912 and 1966 situation was 

that, in the latter period, old people existed as a distinct communal 

category. Not only were they participants in group activities 

organized specifically for, and indeed by, themselves, but they were 

also prominent amongst those residents described as natives (and 

thus with a communal experience often distinct from newcomers) in the 

preceding comments on ~Women,' 'Men,' and I All residents.' 

Similar 

In 1966, the majority of old people were na ti ves and thus their t 

communal experience was in many ways (noted in connection with 

'Women,' 'Men,' and tAll residents') akin to that of adult residents 

in the 1912 era. 



Weaker 

See the comments with regard to natives under 'Women,' 'Men,' 

and 'All residents.' 

stronger 

In 1966, old Woodhouse men experienced a strong sense of comm­

unity in relation to neighbours living in the same precinct, as against 

a moderately strong sentiment for most adult males in the earlier 

period. In 1966, old people also enjoyed a strong sense of community 

within activities, often attended by fairly large numbers, though 

usually one or other sex was dominant in the meeting, specially organ­

ized for them by the National Federation of Old Age Pensioners and 

especially by the churches. 



Strong 

All residents 

1. Solidarity and significance 

Solidarity 
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Amongst residents (natives) as residents, due to such factors 

as knowledge and appreciation of the history of Woodhouse and a 

prized common heritage, the remains of symbolic place, length of 

residence and one or two symbolic people, the size of the native 

population, a good deal of inter-marriage, a similar tempo of life 

for older people, the availability of news about fellow natives, 

frequent contact with other natives on a variety of occasions, etc. 

('Woodhouse 1966,' 'Other Aspects of Vioodhouse Life,' the opening 

part of this 'Conclusion,' etc.). 

Amongst those residents (natives) regularly shopping in the 

local district ('Work'). 

Amongst those residents (natives) opposing the Sheffield Corpor­

~tion's Compulsory Order, and amongst those (newcomers) fighting for 

better amenities on the new Badger Estate (, Government'). 

As British and often world citizens, frequently sharing (through 

. the mass media), and at times almost personally involved in, the 

fortunes and experiences of their fellow men (, Other Aspects of 

Woodhouse Life'). 



For a few residents in relation to their domestic pets 

('Family and Neighbours'). 

For a brief time amongst those participating in the 1966 

general election ('Government'). 

Weak -
.Amongst those participating in the Feast ('Leisure') • 

.Amongst a few residents (newcomers) shopping regularly in the 

local district ('Work'). 

Amongst residents (newcomers) as residents, due to such factors 

as the dependence of Woodhouse on Sheffield, lack of knowledge and 

appreciation of the history of Woodhouse, no sense of symbolic place, 

a short period of residence, very little inter-marriage, different 

weekly routines and lack of important communal occasions for residents 

as a whole, little news about and infrequent contact with fellow 

residents, etc. ('Woodhouse 1966,' 'Other Aspects of Woodhouse 

Life,' the opening part of this 'Conclusion,' etc.). 

Significance 

Moderate 

t 

For a few (natives) stUl recognized as members of the old (1912) 

top class ( 'Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life'). 
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For the few owner occupiers as such, and for a few residents 

living in better class council houses (I Other Aspects of Vloodhouse 

Life') • 

2. Community sentiment 

strong 

Amongst residents (natives) as residents. 

Amongst residents (natives) regularly shopping in the local 

district. 

Amongst residents (natives) opposing Sheffield Corporation's 

plans for Woodhouse, and those (newcomers) fighting for better 

amenities. 

For residents as British and often world citizens. 

For a few residents in relation to their domestic pets. 

Moderate 

For a few (natives) still recognized as members of the old 

(1912) top class. 

Weak (and often very weak) 

AIoc>ngs t those participa ting in the 1966 general election. 

Amongst those participating in the Feast. 



For a few owner occupiers as such, and for a few residents 

living in better class council houses • 

.Amongst a few residents (newcomers) shopping regularly in the 

local dis trict. 

Amongst residents (newcomers) as residents. 

------------------ • 

Community sentiment in 1912 compared with 1966 

Similar 

In 1966, the conmunal experience of residents bom and bred in 

Woodhouse was notably similar to that existing amongst the population 

as a whole in 1912, a strong sense of community being evident in both 

years- Even shopping in the local district (though the large Saturday 

concourse of the earlier period had gone) still helped to maintain 

strong communal bonds for natives, as in 1912. The old (1912) Wood­

house top class, though much depleted, were still sufficiently aware 

of themselves to retain, as in 1912, a moderate sense of commmity. '­

strong communal sentiment which arose in 1912 out of residents' aware­

ness of their being citizens of the Mother Country of the British 

Empire had now developed into a still strong but less nationalistic 

sentiment derived from a much greater consciousness of world citizen­

ship. 



Weaker 

'lhe most notable decline in the strength of cOlIlIlunity sentiment 

over the years occurred with regard to the experience of residents as 

a whole in 19l2 (s trong) compared with that of newcomers in 1966 (weak). 

This decrease in sense of community was evident in many respects noted 

earlier, as well as in connection with those shopping in Woodhouse 

(strong in 1912 as against weak for newcomers in 1966). By 1966, the 

great comrmmal events of the earlier period were no longer of much 

importance, the Feast for example now engendering only a weak sense of 

community for participants as against strong in 19l2. No special 

events, such as those referred to in 1912, were in 1966 coIIllllUllal 

functions for Woodhouse residents as such, the general election of that 

year producing only a weak and diffuse sense of comnunity. 

Stronger 

1966 saw the emergence of very few activities and relationships 

which increased a sense of comrmmity amongst residents in general. 

Quite a number of inhabitants were involved in protesting to the Cor­

poration about one thing or another (see the Section on t Government t
) , 

~nd a strong sense of community was engendered, though mainly for 

natives and newcomers as separate groups. Domestic pets which were not 

particularly conmon or popular in 1912 were, in 1966, Imlch more in evi­

dence and community sentiment was often strong. for the owners. In 

1966, owner occupiers as such and those living in better class council 



houses had respectively certain things in common, but a sense of 

community as such can hardly be said to have existed. The same was 

the case for those using a Woodhouse institution built since 1912, 

the Woodhouse Library. 

--------------



Cha 
thos 

In the case of children, certain activities of communal note 

prominent in 1912, such as those associated with the Friendly 

Societies, Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society and the Central 

Hall cinema, had disappeared, whilst the Woodhouse churches now 

catered for far fewer in this age group_ On the other hand, one of 

the most important means of communa.l expression for Woodhouse children 

in 1966 was now the school, which kept them until a later age than in 

1912 and offered them a much wider variety of both educational and 

recreational activities. 

By 1966, Woodhouse young 12eo121e had appeared on the scene as a 

distinct cormnu.nal grouping, and were very active in small and larger 

peer groups, both of an infonnal and more organized nature (often 

conmercially). Here again the churches and other specifically local 

district organizations of 1912 had declined in importance_ It must 

also be remembered that young people still at school found fresh means 

of colllllll1n81 expression only available to a few (at the Woodhouse -

Secondary School) of those of similar age in 1912_ 

All Woodhouse women in 1966 enjoyed a much wider range of 
t 

colllllll1n81 activities and relationships than the large majority of women 

in the early years of the Century (though women from the top and 

often from the independent intermedia te classes were much freer than 



the rest of the female population in 1912). In 1966, changes in 

the expression of comrm.m1ty sentiment were especially notable in the 

sphere of work and in the sphere of leisure time activities (particu­

larly in connection with the public houses, clubs and bingo halls) 

whereas in 1912 most women were virtually imprisoned within the home 

and the precinct, except for a degree of participation in (mainly) 

religious organizations, this was no longer the case in 1966. 

On the other hand, Woodhouse ~ in 1966 seemed to participate 

in a somewhat narrower range of activities than in the earlier period. 

:Many Woodhouse organizations once patronized by them and thriving, 

such as the Friendly Societies, the Ambulance Classes, the Woodhouse 

Tradesmen IS Associa tion, the Handsworth Woodhous e Co-opera ti ve Society, 

the Woodhouse PriZe Band, Political Associations, the Golf Club and so 

forth, had drastically declined in strength or disappeared altogether 

(for one factor in this change see the comments about the top class 

made below). As the Woodhouse churches in 1966 had also failed to 

hold the many male participants of the earlier era, it was left to the 

public houses, clubs and betting shops to provide any new forms of 

expression of community sentiment. 

By 1966, old people had, as noted before, become a distinct 

communal grouping and they now gathered together quite frequently in 

the various local dis trict clubs, as well as being prominent in the 

life of the churches. 

For all residents as residents, 1966 provided much less chance 
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of expressing comnnmi ty s entimen t than in 1912. Many local 

district activities once of great conummal importance, such as the 

Whitsuntide Processions, Feast, Handsworth Urban District Council 

elections, charity ventures, etc., had gone, and it was the natives 

alone who were concerned to utilize what means they could, often in­

formal, of maintaining the strong canmu.nal ties that once existed. 

Woodhouse residents as such were gradually losing, or in the case of 

newcomers never gained, a sense of corporate identity, in part as a 

result of greater interest in things outside Woodhouse encouraged in 

1966 by the much stronger impact of the mass media. 

Finally, it should be noted that one reason for the decline or 

failure of certain Woodhouse activities between 1912 and 1966 was due 

to the virtual disappearance of the top class (and to some extent of 

the independent intermediate class) of 1912 residents who in the past 

inspired and organized, as well as participated in as ordinary members, 

numerous of the pursuits mentioned above. 

These findings, dealt with more comprehensively in the preceding 

Sections, enable the conclusion to be drawn that many notable changes 

in the expression of community sentiment for Woodhouse residents had 

occurred between 1912 and 1966, and thus another important aspect of 

Hypothesis I is upheld. 



Changes in the intensity of community sentiment 
when 1966 is compared with 1912 

As changes in the intensity of comnruni ty sentiment have been 

deal t with more specifically than changes in its expression in the 

foregoing summary and analys is, there is only need here to pin-point 

one or two important findings. The 1966 study revealed that, with 

regard to certain social activities and relationships, the intensity 

of community sentiment experienced by Woodhouse residents differed 

from that experienced in 1912 for newcomers in the modern era but not 

for natives. This was particularly evident in the case of communal 

relations with members of the extended family (including grandparents), 

and local district activities associated with the churches (the latter, 

however, also being of less communal importance for young people and 

adul t men who were natives). Furthermore, whilst a sense of conmrunity 

for residents as residents was as strong for natives as in 1912, for 

newcomers on the 1966 Woodhouse scene it was decidedly weaker. On the 

other hand, newcomers (often dominant amongst the younger residents) 

were especially prominent in certain spheres where community sentiment 

was stronger for both neWcomers !.!E natives than in 1912, notably amongst 

women of all classes who generally found a strong sense of community at 
l 

work and in leisure pastimes outside the home, and amongst men who now 

found a very strong sense of conmnmity within the immediate family. 

Apart from the decline in the intensity ot conmunity sentiment 

experienced mainly by newcomers, there was little evidence in 1966 of a 
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sense of community having weakened in any further important respect 

other than with regard to neighbours living in the same precinct. 

Here all residents had experienced a decline in the strength of comm-

unity sentiment in ccmparison with 1912 (though not so much in compar­

ison with the then top class and independent intermediate class), with 

the single exception of male old people where the sense of community 

had in fact grown somewha t stronger. 

On the other hand, there were numerous instances in 1966 where 

the sense of conmunity had increased. The large majority of children 

now found a mch greater sense ,of community at school, at the level of 

the class, the school as a whole and in relation to their teachers. 

Young people in 1966, unlike at the beginning of the Century, formed 

small and larger peer groups wherein community sentiment was very 

strong or strong, and were actively associated with the wider 'teenage 

world and culture. Women, as already mentioned, now found a strong 

sense of community outside the home (inside it community sentiment for 

them was generally still very strong), notably when at work or in re­

creational activities (though again in 1912 women at the top end of the 

social scale were just as active in leisure pursuits outside the home 

as women in general in 1966). For Woodhouse men community sentiment 
- t 

had probably changed less when compared with 1912 than for most categ­

ories though, on the one hand, certain occupational groupings (such as 
. 

the miners) had seen their senae of community decline, whilst, on the 

other, the immediate family was now of greater communal importance than 
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at the start of the Century for many men. PJmangst old people 

as such a strong sense of conmunity had emerged in relation to those 

activities, mainly based on the churches, organized specially for 

them. All residents felt less sense of conununity as citizens of the 

Mother Country of the once great Empire, but a sentiment of a different 

nature but of equal strength had developed in relation to their British 

and to at times world citizenshipe 

It is evident from this examination of the intensity of COIImunit~ 

sentiment exPerienced by Woodhouse residents in 1966 compared with 

1912 that. despite the various changes in the expression of this 

sentiment, a sense of community had not disappeared and, in some cases, 

its intensity had increased. Kypothesis II. as described at the 

outset of this thesis, is thus found to be correct. 

---------------



The geographical context of community 
as experienced by Woodhouse residents 

The home 

In 1966, the home (as a place) was for most Woodhouse people 
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a geographical unit at least as cotmllUIlally important as in 1912. 

Children, women (even those who went out to work) and old people stUl 

found a very strong sense of conmunity within the immediate family. 

For most men the home was comnnmally more important than at the beginning 

of the Century and for young people, though at times they seemed to 

live fairly independent lives, the sense of coIIllmlllity found within the 

immediate family r~ined generally very strong. 

The precinct 

In 1966, the precinct was a geogr?phical unit of less communal 

importance for Woodhouse inhabitants than in 1912. For women who were 

natives of Vioodhouse, and who did not go out to work, as well as for 

old people the sense of conununity experienced in the precinct had de-

clined from very strong to strong. Younger women, especially new-

corners, in particular where they did not go out to work, and children 
t 

stUl found good friends nearby, but now as often away from the pre-

cinct as within it. For many men, especially newcomers, and young 

people the sense of community found amongst those living in the same 

precinct was weak. 



The short-range thoroughfare 

Like the precinct, the short-range thoroughfare had lost a 

good deal of the communal importance it had in 1912. By 1966, it 

was even more a place of 'passing' interest than formerly, inter-

action of an animated kind being almost wholly confined to conver-

satians between natives, mainly old people" women who did not go 

out to work, and to children playing in the street (Where traffic 

conditions permitted). '!hough one or two 'corner shops' remained" 

residents now spent very little time in them chatting togethere 

The local dis trict 

Communally speaking the local district presented a much more 

varied picture during 1966 than jus t after the turn of the Century. 

It was no longer (with the home) one of the two geographical units 

of greatest cOlllllllUlal note" as in 1912, but now, for many residents 

and on many occasions, was of less consequence not only than the 
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home, but than the extended district and, at times, the world beyond 

the extended district too. None the less, many children" especially 

those ,at Infant or Junior School, found their strongest sense of 

community in activities and relationships contained within the local 

district. Women who did not go out to work here also participated 

in groups, such as those associated with the churches and to a lesser , 

extent with the public houses" clubs and Badger Conmnmity Association" 

wherein they generally found at least a strong sense of community. 



The local district also contained the numerous old people's clubs 

which in 1966 provided a strong sense of community for those involved. 

On the other hand, a large number of inhabitants, especially young 

people, working wives, men, (especially where these people were new­

comers to Woodhouse), found the local district as such of more limited 

conmu.nal value- Outside the home, such residents frequently spent 

their time and energy in communal activities quite unconnected with the 

life of Woodhouse itself. Nor were there any longer the great local 

district events of the past to draw all residents together from time 

to time and help them to reaffirm their sense of corporate identity. 

To a growing number of Woodhous e people the local dis trict was gradually 

becoming just another dormitory suburb of Sheffield. 

The long-range thoroughfare 

This geographical unit was only of comnru.na.l value when residents, 

who had previously established communal ties through other activities, 

met regularly, as when travelling into the city to work, and when the 

length and conditions of the journey facilitated conversation. 

The extended district 

In 1966, unlike 1912, a large proportion of Woodhouse people, 

particularly amongst the new residents, found the extended district of 

great communal importance- Here the more mobile members of the popu­

lation shared in numerous activities engendering at least a strong 
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sense of community; children (over 11 years old) and young people 

at school, men and often women at work, and a good cross-section of 

residents in numerous social and commercial ~ctivities' (suCh.;~s shopping). 

Furthermore, thos e pursuing concerns in the extended dis trict did so not 

only, and often not at all, in the company of other Woodhouse people, 

as was the norm in 1912, but in the company of other Sheffield residents, 

on the basis of common interests far more than of common place of resi­

dence. 

Beyond the extended district 

By 1966, even the extended district could hardly contain all the 

interests and activities of Woodhouse residents. MOre convenient and 

speedy fonDS of transport and of cormnunication, available now to all 

and sundry, meant the gradual eclip3e of distance as an obstacle to 

communal activity. Travel beyond the extended district was undertaken 

both in the company of v10odhouse groups (even old people participated 

in regular sunmer coach trips), and in a free-lance capacity (as when 

Vloodhouse people took holidays in the company of non-residents, some­

times going as far afield as the Continent). Both types of activity 

at times led to the establishment of a strong sense of community amongst 

those concerned. 

Woodhouse people were kept remarkably well in touch with events 

and personalities on the national and international level through the 

mass media, especially the television and the Press. 'Interaction' 

produced in this context was in one sense impersonal, yet it would be 
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foolish to discount the avid interest taken by nJanvr local people in 

well known personalities linked with the world of the 'teenage 

culture, popular entertairunent, llDlSic, sport and so forth, as well 

as the 'average man' featuring on many radio and television programmes. 

Current affairs were followed with a good deal of interest and concern, 

the great world events, from the assassination of President Kennedy to 

the World (Football) Cup, taking the place of the Woodhouse • splashes' 

of days gone by as much as any popular local or extended district 

occurrences. Though the mass media could never introduce people to 

each other in person, interest in society at large and the wider Y'orld 

was fanned, and a sense of solidarity at times spanning great distances 

emerged, giving Woodhouse people the growing feeling of living in 'a 

global village.' 

----------------

In brief, it can be said that the· majority of Woodhouse residents 

in 1966 .found the geographical units discussed above falling in the 

following order of cOlIlllUllal importance :-

Home 
EXtended district 
Local district 
Precinct 
Beyond the extended district 
Short-range thoroughfare 
Long-range thoroughfare 
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It should be noted that those geographical units contained within 

the local district were generally of more communal importance to 

natives than newcomers. Thus once again the comnrunal experience 

of natives was more akin to that of the residents of 1912 than in 

the case of the newcomers. None the less, the list above shows, 

in comparison with 1912 (see the end of the 1912 'Conclusion'), that 

there had been notable changes in the territorial focus of community. 

In particular, the extended district was for most residents now 

communally more import an t than the local district, the precinct and 

the short-range thoroughfare, the latter now standing almost at the 

bottom of the list. 

These findings uphold another important aspect of Hypothesis I, 

namely that notable changes have occurred in the territorial focus 

of community. and, together with oth"er findings mentioned earlier 

in this 'Conclusion,' show Hypothesis I to be correct. 



CHAPTER IX 

.Q....~ERVATIONS AIID IMPLICATIONS 

1. Woodhouse: typical or not typical? 

The examination of the social activities and relationships of 

Woodhouse residents in 1912 and 1966 has shown, in accordance with 
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Hypothesis I, that notable changes have taken place in the expression 

and territorial focus of community, but, in accordance with Hypothesis 

II, that a sense of community has not disappeared and, in some cases, 

its intensity has increased. These findings by no means prove that 

in other situations the two hypotheses would be substantiated, but 

the nature of Woodhouse as a settlement and its history over the course 

of this century would seem to be essentially similar to a large number 

, ot places documented in recent conmunity studies. It appears more 

than likely, therefore, that the two hypotheses would stand up well 

to testing throughout British Society at large. 

One important reason why Hypothesis II is confinned is surely, as 
1 

Simpson states, that 'men need community as they need nothing else.' 

As was stressed at the end of Chapter I and the beginning of Chapter II, 

communi ty is quite essential to the creation and maintenance of any 
t 

enduring activity and social structure and thus one would expect this 

sentiment to be perhaps the most tenacious experienced by man. It is 

not surprising, therefore, that the residents" of Woodhouse and other 

Simpson, G. Conflict and Community. New York, 1937. p.21. 
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similar settlements have retained a sense of cammunit7 throughout 

this century. On the other hand, changes in the social activity 

and social structure of British Society have been so marked over the 

past decades that verification of HYPothesis I would seem to be virt-

ually self-evident. 

2. Corporate and individualistic emphases 

The appearance within the concept of comnnmi ty of two essential 

elements, a sense of solidarity and a sense of significance, to some 

extent reflect,S the well documented tendency, at the level of social 

action and social structure (ie., at the level of communal expression), 

for social systems to be so organized as to emphasize, on the one hand, 

the authority and welfare of the group as such, or, on the other, the 

value and fulfilment of the individual member. This tendency has been 

mentioned (in Chapter I)' in the discussion of T~nnies' two types of 

social organization, Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft, but is especially 
1 

well exemplified in the work of Durkheim who divides social systems 

into two major categories, those which cohere through giving priority 

to the group as a whole (revealing 'organic solidarity'), and those 

wherein unity comes through the interdependence of highly valued 

individual contributions to society (revealing 'mechanical solidarity'). 

Alpert comments, t The discovery of two fundamentally different prin-
< 

ciples of social Unity - one based on the community of ideas and senti-

ments, on resemblances, and resulting in a social structure wherein 

1 •. ,Durkheim, E. The Division of Labour in Society, (Translated by 
Simpson, G.) Glencoe, 1933 (First pUblished 1893). 
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the individual is more or less completely absorbed by the group and 

wherein tradition and custom are king, and the other, resting on 

mutual and functional interdependence and creating a social structure 

wherein the individual human personality comes to be invested with a 

sort of sacredness - and of genetic connection between them, constitutes 
1 

one of the major achievements of modern sociology.' 

Numerous analyses of social action and social structure reveal 

either the group or the individual occupying pride of place. For example, 

these emphases appear in discussions of social class, religious organiz-

ations and states as a whole. With regard to social class in English 

Society, a considerable nwriber of sociologists have maintained that the 

working class is particularly group oriented and the middle class more 

individualistic in character. Klein refers to Raymond Williams 'who 

views with alarm the trend towards individuality because he sees it not 

in contras t with the uniformity and mass-society of the traditional 

working-class community, but in contrast with the practice of solidarity 
2 

which he feels to be a characteristic virtue of that group at its best.' 

She then quotes Williams' critical comment on current trends; 'Another 

alternative to solidarity which has had some effect is the idea of 

individual opportunity - of the ladder. Many working-class leaders, men 
t 

in fact who have used the ladder, have been dazzled by this alternative 

to solidarity. 

1. Alpert, H. 
2. Klein, a. 

p.279. 

Yet the ladder is a perfect symbol of the bourgeois idea 

Emile Durkheim and His Sociology. New York, 1939. p.184-
Samples from English Cultures, Volume I. London, 1965. 
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of society, because, while undoubtedly it offers the opportunity to 

climb, it is a device which can only be used individually: you go 

up the ladder alone. This kind of individual climbing is of course 
1 

the bourgeois model: a man should be allowed to better himself.' 

Jackson poses a question from a similar vantage point; 'Can the 

decisions, in an inevitably changing society ••••• lead to a fusion of 

middle class feeling for individual development ••••• and those qual­

ities of spontaneity and community that my opening "voices" (the spoken 
2· 

words of working class people quoted by Jackson) suggest?' 

With regard to religious organizations, Francis has undertaken 

an examination of certain religious orders over the centuries and is 

able to distinguish between those of a Gemeinschaft (stressing the 

priority of the group) and a Gesellschaft (stressing the importance of 
3 

individualism) type. Further systematic analysis of these particular 

orientations within religious life is awaited though the theme has been 

touched on many times before, for example in the classic study of 
4-

Protestantism and Capitalism by Weber. Similarly, political science 

in its concern with the nature and organization of states has found itself 

much concerned with this matter. Weldon, for example, divides the major 

political theories of the state into those which treat the latter as an 

organism ('the State as something for which man exists'), and those 

1. Klein, J. Sanwles from English Cultures. Volume r. London, 1965. 
p.279-280. 

2. Jackson, B. Working Class Comnrunity. London, 1968, p.3. 
3. Francis, E.K. Towards a T 010 of Reli ious Orders. AIDer. J. 

Sociol. Vol. 55, No.5 pp.437-449. March 1950. 
4-. Weber, M. The Protestant Ethic and the S irit of Ca italism. 

(Translated by Parsons, T. London, 1930 First published 1906). 
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which deal with it as a machine (, the State as something which axis ts 
1 

for man'). 

The expression of the basic elements of community, solidarity and 

significance, in different forms of social system is thus a matter which 

has received considerable, if not always systematic, examination by 

sociologists, historians and political scientists~ However, the 

essential approach to the study of conmunity adopted in this thesis 

emphasises that a true appreciation of the nature and strength of 

communi ty sentiment as such can only be found where ~ the corporate 

~ individualistic aspects of social life, ie., in this context a sense 

of solidarity ~ a sense of significance, receive full attention. One 

of the weaknesses of many conmunity studies in recent years (see Chapter 

IV, 3) has been to set up a stereotype community within which a sense of 

solidarity or belonging is given such prominence as virtually to exclude 

any serious consideration of role-fulfilment or a sense of significance. 

The essential approach to the study of community also stresses that 

comnnmity is present to the extent that, from the point of view of the 

participants, a satisfying sense of solidarity and significance are 

experienced. It is the participants alone who, by word and deed, reveal 

the extent to which social action and social structure give them a sense 

of community. It is by an examination of ~ the sense of solidarity 
, " 

.!!!2 sense of significance experienced by Woodhouse residents themselves 

1. Weldon, T.D. states and Morals. London, 1946. p.30 •. 



that the empirical investigation has shown comnnmity sentiment to 

have been as strong in 1966 as in 1912, and Hypothesis II been thus 

upheld.. 

3. Locals and cosmopolitans 

The study of Woodhouse aver half a century has also shown Hypothesis 

I to be true, a finding that reflects Durkheim's contention referred to 

above that solidarity can be equally strong in two very different forms 

of society. The empirical study of Woodhouse reveals two main forms 

of COIllIID.lllal expression typified, on the one hand, by the life-style of 

the residents of 1912 (With some important qualifications noted later) 

and the natives of 1966, and, on the other, by the newcomers in 1966. 

The expression and territorial focus of community associated with 

residents as a whole in 1912 and the natives in 1966 possess many feat­

ures in common with what stacey, in her study of Banbury, calls the 

, tradi tional' type of society, whils t the expression and territorial 

focus of conmunity characteristic of the newcomers in 1966 reveal sim-
1 

ilarities to her 'non-traditional' type of society. (For a brief 

definition of these types, and a similar kind of analysis employed by 

Brennan and his colleagues in their study of south-V/est Wales, see 

Chapter I, 1, A, (iv).) The use of the words traditional and non-

traditional, however, raises numerous problems simply because they are 
, 

relative termsi what is traditional in one place or at one time may 

1. stacey, M. Tradition and Change. Oxford, 1960. 



well be regarded as non-traditional elsewhere or at another time, 

and vice versa. It is thus necessary to look for somewhat more 

precise words to describe the two major forms of communal expression 

fOWld in Woodhous e. The clearest terminology is without doubt that 

used by Merton when, in discussing the township of 'Rovere,' he dist-

inguishes between 'locals,' those residents who are parochially 

oriented, and 'cosmopolitans,' those whose interests and attitudes are 
1 

shaped much more by 'the world outside.' Frankenberg, in his study 

of 'Comnnmities in Britain' regards this particular feature of Stacey's 

traditional and non-traditional types to be so dominant that he delib-
2 

erately renames them, following Merton, 'local' and 'cosmopolitan.' 

As the outstanding characteris tic of the two main fonus of the ex-

pression and territorial focus of community discovered in \Voodhouse is 

very similar to that emphasized by Merton and Frankenberg, and as their 

terminology avoids the relativism of that used by Stacey, the word 

'local' (to describe the life-style of the 1912 residents and the 

natives in 1966), and' cosmopolitan' (to describe, that of the newcomers 

in 1966) are used below. 

Three factors are of major importance in determining whether Wood-
t 

house residents are to be placed in the local or the cosmopolitan 

category. These are the geographical context of community sentiment, 

1. Merton, R.~ Social Theory and Social Structure. (Revised 
edition). Glencoe, 1957. p.393. 

2. Frankenberg, R. Conmnmi ties in Britain. Ha rmondsworth , 1966. 
p. 155· 
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the length of time residents have lived locally, and the social 

structure of the groups within which they find a sense of community. 

Though these three factors are so closely interrelated that it is 

somewhat artificial to deal with them separately they are distinguished 

here to facUitate description. 

For Woodhous e locals,· as the word implies, community sentiment 

is experienced mainly within what, in this thesis, is called the local 

district. C0l1lIlll.lll81 bonds are created and maintained as much becaus e 

residents live in physical proximity as because they choose to associate 

with each other. Not only do locals spend most of their time in Wood-

house, or are eager to get back to it if their occupation forces them 

out of the local district, but their interests, attitudes and values are. 

very much shaped by what goes on locally. In contrast, Woodhouse 

cosmopolitans regard Woodhouse mainly as the place where their home 

happens to be situated. In line with Gans' obs erva tion that' propin-

quity is a factor While people get to know each other, after which 
1 

compatibUity becomes the major criterion,' cosmopolitans, after the 

first few months of settling down, develop a sense of conmnmity very 

much more through pursuing common interests (be it with resident or 
I 

non-resident, inside or outside the local district), than because of 

the fact that they share an area of residence with other people. 

Interests, attitudes and values are nnlch more . shaped by what they see 

1. Gans, H.J •.. The Levittowners. London, 1967. p.281. 
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happening and hear about outside Woodhouse than (with the exception 

of the home) by what occurs within it. 

Woodhouse locals are distinguished by having resided in the local 

district for many years, often having been born and bred there. Be-

cause of this and because, as noted above, their interests and activ-

ities have always been locally oriented, their sense of community is 

very much bound up with place; thes e streets, shops, churches, public 

houses, beauty spots and so on, which remind them of t the good old 

days,' and provide a fund of memories also shared with other locals. 

As Young and Willmott note with regard to Bethnal Green, 'local history 

1 " 
does not have to be learnt from books. t Although Tonnies perhaps 

waxes too eloquent when he asserts that for such people as these t the 

metaphysical character of the clan, the tribe, the village and town 
2 

community is, so to speak, wedded to the land in a lasting union,' 

his words cannot be taken lightly. For Woodhouse locals the des-

truction of well-loved buildings and landmarks more than symbolizes 

the passing of a way of life, it in part actually destroys it. In 

contrast, Woodhouse cosmopolitans may have only resided in the local 

district for a year or two and have often moved house several times 

before. They have little affection for a place which brings no re-

minders of past communal experiences. Ordinary streets and buildi~s, 

which for locals evoke a host of memories, remain for cosmopolitans 

1 • 

2. 

Young, M. and Willmott, P. Family and Kinship in East London. 
. (Revised edition). Harmondsworth, 1962. p.ru. 
T6nnies, F. communitr and Association. (Translated and supple­
mented by Loomis, C.P. London, 1955 (First published 1887). 
p.240. 
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just ordil'lary streets and buildings. Thus Simpson speaks of the 

cosmopolitans when he writes that 'though conmon teITitory will 
1 

forever remain a lasting tie among men its force is now largely spent.' 

The geographical context of community sentiment and the length of 
, 

time residents had lived locally, with its effect on the communal im-

portance of the place, are both factors which considerably influence 

the social structure of those groups within which Woodhouse residents 

find a sense of community. For Woodhouse locals, canmunity 

sentiment (solidarity ~ significance) is mainly discovered within 

groups of a primary t.ype, ie., defined by Cooley as 'those characterized 
2 

by intimate face-to-face association and co-operation.' Primary ties 

are established not only between relations (both the immediate and ex­

tended family) and neighbours, but throughout Woodhouse amongst) 

residents as residents. Even at the physical level of the local dis­

trict coomunity sentiment is established and maintained for locals 

largely through face-to-face contact. Thus despite the large numbers 

participating in certain of the great annual events, notably the Feast, 

of the Woodhouse of the 1912 era, a strong sense of conmru.nity was mani­

fest throughout the whole oompany. Because locals rely so much on 

groups of a primary type to give expression to their communal sentiments, 

they are somewhat suspicious or shy of 'outsiders' (cosmopolitans) and 
o· 

slow to establish comnnmal ties with them. Woodhouse locals were said 

to be verY warm hea.rted. but there was always the aside. 'When YOU 

1. Simpson, G. Conflict and Community •. New York, 1937. p.79. 
2. Cooley, C.H. Social Organization. New York, 1921 (First 

published 1909). p.23. 
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get to know them. t 

In contrast, Woodhouse cosmopolitans live in a world in which 

primary ~ secondary groups (the latter being those wherein face-to­

face contact plays a much less important part in the creation and main­

tenance of social relationships) have an important communal function. 

It is true of course that the home is for cosmopolitans, as for locals, 

the group of greatest ccimnrunal importance, a fact emphasized by several 

recent community studies. For example Gens writes, tFor most Levitt-

owners (mainly cosmopolitans), their home was the centre of the commun­
I 

ity, and that determined the townts social structure and politics. t 

But Simpson again speaks about cosmopolitans when he states, tThe fam-

Uy will continue to remain the firs t community men know but it has 

ceased to be the only one that they know. From being the coIIJImllli ty , it· 

has become a small community within the wider; from being self-
2 

sufficient it has become one association among other associations.' 

Thus Woodhouse cosmopolitans find a sense of cormnunity (in particular 

their sense of significance) in nwnerous groups wherein contacts are by 

no means always of. a primary type, for example at school, at work and 

in certain leisure pursuits where many of those met remain virtual 

strangers. ~ On an even wider level, made possible in large part by 
t 

the mass media, a sense of community for Woodhouse cosmopolitans was 

at times in evidence on a national and even international scale. The 

1. Cans, H.J. The Levittowners. London, 1967. p.283. 
2. S imps on, a.. Conflict and COmmunity. New York, 1937. p.75. 
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fact that Woodhouse cosmopolitans experience a sense of cormmmity 

through both primary and secondary contacts reflects their ability to 

establish communal links with people whom they meet after only a co~ 

paratively short period of acquaintance. This is partly making a 

virtue of necessity since, as so many cosmopolitans are here to-day 

and gone to-morrow, there is no time to sit back and wait for the 

gradual development of communal ties, as is the normal way with locals. 

The Woodhousecosmopolitan is in many respects like Whytet s t transient t 
1 

organization man whose life-style requires the establishment of the 

sort of COIIlIlD.Ul.al bonds which can be quickly made and unmade. Grea tly 

facili ta ting this process is the fact that such residents as thes e are 

mobile enough (for example, frequently traversing the extended dis­

trict) to build communal links rapidly on the basis of common interests. 

Contrary to some views, the openness of the Woodhouse cosmopolitans also 

stands them in good stead in time of trouble for there seems to exist 

what Whyte calls ta sort of unspoken mutual assistance pact t which pro-
2 

vides ta substitute for the big family of fonner years. t This means 

that in times of need (though otherwise contact might be infrequent) 

help is forthcoming from many quarters; if the crisis is too severe 

or long-term it is taken for granted that the Welfare state will step 

in to add its support. 

The study of Woodhouse shows community to have tWo quite different 

forms of expression and territorial focus. Nevertheless, the qualifi-

1. Whyte, W.H. The OrE6nization Man. 
published 1956). p.2 1'1'. 

2. 1h!2. p.327. 

Hannondsworth, 1960 (First 
""'I 
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cation concerning the 1912 residents referred to above must be noted. 

It is that there were evident in the earlier era numerous cosmopolitan 

features such as: a population, many of whom had settled in Woodhouse 

only in the previous generation; an articulate top class with numerous 

interests and social connections outside the local district; the lack 

of very strong comrmmal ties within extended families; the appearance 

in Woodhouse at this time of the new Secondary (Grammar) School; many 

residents who toOk considerable interest in current affairs and national 

politics; a strong sense of belonging to and pride in Britain as the 

Mother Country of the British Empire. It could thus be argued that 

the natives of 1966 were in some ways more local in orientation than 

a good number of the residents in 1912. 

This situation only goes to prove that the term 'local' cannot 

simply be associated with the past or 'cosmopolitan' with the present. 

In fact the history of Woodhouse over the past centUry shows that from 

about 1850 until 1900 residents were half local and half cosmopolitan, 

from 1900 until 1955 (the building of the first post-war council house 

estate) they were dominantly local, and between 1955 and 1966 the half 

local - half cosmopolitan situation was developing again. This pattern 

of historical and sociological development is borne out by Turner's 
1 

wider study of the North during this period. 

Why greater tension did not exist between locals and cosmopolitans 

(natives and newcomers) in 1966 has already been discussed in the 

1. Turner, Q. . The North Country. London, 1967. 
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case-study for that period (see especially the Section on 'Other 

Aspects of Woodhouse Life'). But there is no doubt that the existence 

side by side of two different forms of communal expression created a 

situation of potential conflict. 'Ibis is most evident in the behaviour 

of those native families which still had children in their 'teens or 

twenties. These young people were frequently caught between accepting 

the local orientation of their parents or the cosmopolitan orientation 

of their peers. Many, probably the majority, eventually opted for the 

former and s et up home near to 'Mum' and Dad. ' Others, particularly 

those going on to higher education, deliberately turned their backs on 

the local district and established their own (cosmopolitan) way of lite 

elsewhere, and in several instances this caused considerable bewilder-

ment amongst and distress to their parents and relatives. In the case 

ot these young people it was very noticeable that it was the search for 

significance rather than lack of solidarity (for example the homes con­

cerned were often happy ones) that led to the break. A similar pattern 

is revealed in other studies. An enquiry into life on a Sheffield 

estate (not Woodhouse) reveals that 'there is ••••• a tendency for these 
1 

younger people to wish to move away, often for reasons of status.' 

Likewise Whyte's organization men have to move into the wider world to 

tulfil their ambitions tor 'local pres tige, they well know, is not for 

export, and what is one town's upper-upper would Obe another's middle 
2 

class.' Thus Woodhouse shows most tension between the local and 

1. Mi tchell, G. D. , Lupton. , Hodges, Me V{., and Smith, C. S. 
Neighbourhood and Conmunity. Liverpool, 1951t-. p.l24,. 

2. Wb\1te, H.H. The Organization Man. Harmond.s~orth, 1960. p.250 
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cosmopolitan way of life where the children of natives, having seen 

the opportunities beyond, can no longer rest content with that sense 

of community offered through a way of life perfectly satisfying to 

their parents. 

4. Mobility 

It is impossible here to enter into a lengthy discussion of those 

sociologica.l phenomena which lead to the expression of community senti-

ment in local or cosmopolitan form. Nevertheless one feature, found 

in the case of Vloodhouse to have been of overriding importance, JIlUSt be 

mentioned: the fact of mobility. Where this was slight, residents 

usually turned out to be locals; where it was considerable, they were 

usually cosmopolitans. 

The extremely important effect of mobility on patterns of social 

behaviour and relationships has been pointed out by numerous sociolog-

ists and has received the particular attention of the ecologists. Park 

states that 'movement and migration are not merely an incident but a 
1 

cause of almost every form of social change, t whilst Hawley comments, 

'Migration is both the means by which change is effected and the most 
2 

accessible evidence of change.' In conurn.mi.ty studies as such attention 
t 

has likewise been drawn to the great influence of mobility on patterns 

of communal 'life. Durant believes that the subject of her investigation, . 
Park, R.E. Human Communities. Glencoe, 1952. p.187. 
Hawley, A.H. Human Ecology. New York, 1950. p.346. 
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Wa tling, 'is not much more than a huge hotel without a roof; the 

constant turnover of its population is the greatest single handicap 
1 

to its developing into a community,' (though in line with the think-

ing and terminology employed in this thesis, the words 'developing 

into a community' ought to be replaced by the words 'enabling residents 

to give a local type of expression to their sense of colllIID.lIlity). 

Frankenberg also sees the local type of communal life breaking down in 

Pentrediwaith because 'improvements in public transport, television, 

radio and the cinema have already diminished the interes t of young 

people in the village and its affairs. Emigration in search of better 
2 

economic and leisure opportunities is taking its toll.' In a more 

recent article on planning for comnnmity, Perraton still argues that 

mobility plays a crucial role in altering patterns of conmn.mal activity 

and relationships. She states, 'Although it is possible that certain 

aspects of the new physical environment (such as better hous es and a 

more open layout) may have helped to confinn new social patterns, it 

seems probable that the most important factor in any social change has 

been the move away from daily contact with kinsfolk, and the old social 
3 

environment with its familiar patterns of behaviour.' 

The word 'mobility' usually means, first and foremost, the mov~ment 

of people from one place of residence to another, though regular move-

1. Durant, R. VJatli~. London, 1939. p.119~ 
2. Frankenberg, R. Village on the Border. London, 1957. p.157. 
3. Perraton, J.K. Communit Planni - An Anal is of Certain Social 

Aims. J. Town Planning Inst. Vol. 53. No. 3. pp. 95-98 
~ 1967. p. 98. 
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ment to and from school, work, main shopping and recreational centres, 

considerably reinforces the effect of moving house. Most of the 

Woodhouse cosmopolitans of 1966 had changed from one home to another 

several times before reaching Woodhouse" and many of them retained ties 

of conmnmal importance" bull t up over the years" with both primary and 

secondary groups scattered throughout the extended district and sometimes 

beyond. In contrast" most Woodhouse locals had not moved hous e for 

many years (or if they had done so had always remained within Wood­

house) and thus their sense of community was mainly local in expression 

and territorial focus. 

Movement from one place of residence to another is often the con-

sequence of social moblli ty and where both types of mobility occur to-

gether the effects on the expression of community sentiment are all the 

more marked. However, Woodhouse did not possess many cosmopolitans whose 
I 

physical mobility :was due to movement up (or down) the social scale 
I,' 

(though it is worth mentioning that the movement of the top class, 

usually fairly mobile and open to cosmopolitan influences and tastes, 
I 

.2!ll of Woodhouse between about 1920 and 1966 appears to be one of the 
I • 

reasons why the residents ,of this interim period were dominantly local 

in orienta tion) • In 1966, the only Woodhouse residents on the move 

because of changing social status were a few young people Who had re­

ceived higher education and a number of owner. occupiers dissatisfied 

with an area containing so many council houses. One of the reasons why 



greater conflict did not occur between the natives (locals) and 

newcomers (cosmopolitans) in this period was because most of the 

latter had arrived on the Woodhouse scene with no sense of socially 

superior status. 

A third, and increasingly important aspect of mobility, is termed 

here 'mental' mobility. By this is meant the mental capacity and 

freedom to take an infonned and critical interest in people, events and 

places with which one has little or no direct contact. The mentally 

mobile take full advantage of educational opportunities, as children 
I 

at school and as adults through special classes or courses. They are 

those who make good use of all that the television, the radio, the 

Press and the library can offer. Mental mobility is one factor which 

goes towards making a person cosmopolitan in orienta tion. In 1912, 
i 

only a limited %lUIIber of Woodhouse residents had much educational 
'[ 

opportunity and the time or capability to make critical use of those 
\\ 

forms of the mass media which then existed. In 1966, educational 

opportunities were considerably greater and communication with the world 
I , 

outside Woodhouse ~peedy and efficient. Yet, even in this period, the 

degree of mental mobility (especially an informed and critical interest) 

was in evidence only amongst a limited number of residents, by no means 

all newcomers; young people enjoying school, yOtUlg wives at home with 

time and inclination to read a good deal, certain members of the top 

class and independent working class, and a fsw (especially male) old 

age pensioners. 
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The points made in the last two paragraphs underline that the 

cosmopolitan expression and territorial focus of conmunity sentiment 

in the Woodhouse of 1966 were due as much as anything else to physical 

mobility. Because Woodhouse cosmopolitans were not particularly 

socially or mentally mobile, they gave a less striking cosmopolitan 

expression to community sentiment than might otherwise have been the 

case. This is probably one reason why the contras t between the two 

types of life-style discussed was not found to be as great as appears 

to have been the case in Banbury or South-West Wales. Nevertheless, 

the conunent made by Young and Willmott on the current scene as they see 

it certainly holds true for the up and coming generation of young Wood-

house residents: 'Today's children are growing up with their own ideas. 

Our time has its own values, perhaps prizing more the individual and 

less the group, whether of the family or any other kind. To grow up 

may mean increasingly to grow away. The virtues of movement, fran. 

area to area, froot one job to another, from one set of beliefs to 
,I 
I' 

another, may be stressed more than the virtues of stability, tradition 
1 I 

and community.' ! (Though again, in the terminology of this thesis, 
I , 

the word 'community' here should read 'a local type of communal 

expression. .) '-

1. Klein, J. Samples from English Cultures. Volume r. 
London, 1965. p.352. 
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5. Planning for community 

The preceding discussion of locals and cosmopolitans, and the 

phenomenon of mobility (in all its aspects), must now be allowed to 

obscure some of the most important things revealed by the case-study 

of Woodhouse. One of these (see Hypothesis II) is that comnnmity 

sentiment can be equally strong at different times in the history of 

the same settlement and though the res idents be locals or cosmopolitans. 

(It is quite possible that in situations different from Woodhouse types 

of communal expression other than local and cosmopolitan may yet be 

discovered.) I Such findings show that it is fallacious to associate 
, 

a sense of community with just .sm! particular era or .2!!!!. style of life 

(eg. the local). 

It remains equally dangerous for the sociologist as such to make 

value judgments on which type of communal expression is the 'better.' 
I --

White, discussing the breakdown of the old (local) pattern of community 
\; 

life after the last'iwar and what he regards as a 'lost opportunity' 
I! 
11 

on new housing estates, writes, 'although wch was achieved in raising 
I 
I 

housing standards, all the emphasis Was on individuality and isolation, 
: . 1 

and planning for the life 07 the community Was completely ignored.' 

Here White displays, as throughout a good deal of his writing, very 

strong personal preference (though never acknowledged explicitly) for 

the loCal as against the cosmopolitan form of COJIJmlDity life. On the 

other hand, the American Whyte in his essay on 'organization man,' ably 

1. White, L.E. Community or Chaos. London, 1950. p.l4-. 
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documents his case against the 'Social Ethic' which he defines as 

'that contemporary body of thought which makes morally legitimate the 

pressures of society against the individual. Its major propositions 

are three: a beliet in the group as the source ot creativity; a beliet 

in "belongingness" as the ultimate need of the individual; and a beliet 
1 

in the application ot science to achieve the belongingness. ' He 

argues for a genuinely cosmopolitan form ot communal expression as 

opposed to a form, very much akin to the local, which absorbs men into 

the all-embracing organization. Whyte quite obviously dislikes the 

life-style of organization man, but he at least quite frankly admits 

the standpoint from which he makes his critical assessment. 

All this has important implications for those seeking in any way 

to plan or arrange patterns of community tor others. Per.raton states, 

'It is beyond the planners' legitimate task to decide that particular 
I 

social patterns are superior, or desirable, and should therefore be 
i 

encouraged. We should be concerned rather to make it possible for 
:i . 

" people to live in t~e sort of environment they prefer, in so far as 
I 2 

this does not prejudice wider community considerations.' But it 
I 

i 

community sentiment can be equally strong whether experienced in local 

or cosmopolitan form, and it value judgments must be avoided, can 

those planning tor community be given no sociological guidance? 

1. Whyte, W.H. The Organization Man. 
published 1956), p.11-12. 

'Harmondsworth, 1960 (First 

I. 

2. Perraton, J.K. ~C~0=mmun~=1~·t~~P.~1~a~nn1=:·~_-~A~n~A~na~1~~is~~0~t~c~e~r~ta~i=n~S~o~c18='~l 
Aims. J. Town Planning Inst. 53, No. 3. pp. 95-98 March 
1967. p.98. 
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The study of comrmmity in fact suggests several important 

points regarding two major facets of the subject. The first of 

these concerns the nature of community itself. As Jennings states, 

'Unless the policies, programmes and methods of redevelopment are 

determined by the perception of basic and lasting human needs, they 
1 

cannot hope to answer those needs.' One of these 'basic and lasting 

human needs' is community, and those planning for its creation and 

development must, therefore, seek to learn as much as possible about 

its nature and changing foms of expression.· This thesis has shown 

that comrmmity involves both a sense of solidarity and a sense of 

significance; those planning for community have thus to discover 

whether, from the point of view of the citizens concerned, ~ the 

essential communal requirements are being satisfactorily met. It is . 

part of their task to try to distinguish between groups in search of 

a greater sense of solidarity and those seeking a fuller sense of 

significance. For example, when Cox states that • the Negro revolt 

is not aimed a t winning friends but a t winning freedom, not inter-
, 2 

personal warmth but~ institutional justice, t he is really saying that 

the Negro is satisfied with his sense of solidarity but not with his 

sense of significance. His overall sense of community is thus in-

adequate. 

A second facet of community which is of importance to planners 

1. Jennings, H. ' Societies in the Making. London, 1962. p.13. 
2. Cox, H. The Secular City. London, 1965. p.l4l. 
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concerns its expression. Those concerned with planning lWSt realize 

that different groups give expression to their sense of community in 

different social forms (as with Woodhouse locals and cosmopolitans), 

forms which must be ascertained by empirical investigation not guess 

work. In this connection, three temptations often beset those 

plSnning for the communal welfare of others. There is the temptation 

to try and get the best of all worlds (for example, by attempting to 

'synthesize' the local and cosmopolitan life-styles). The deserted 

community centre in th,e middle of a working class council house estate 

here stands as a symbol that to succumb to this temptation often means 

failure. As Perraton states, 'To reproduce a society combining the 

matiness of the slums with the active participation in purposive 
1 

associations of a middle-class suburb' is a goal which seems to be a 

false one. A second temptation is deliberately to 'mix' the popu-

lationj to try to persuade locals and cosmopolitans to create a sense 

of community and give it expression as equal partners in the same en­
II 

deavour. The problem here is that the 'ideal' bears little relation 
, 
I 

to reality for, as t'erraton remarks, 'the important (one would have 
i 

thought obvious) fact emerges that many people want to spend their 
2 

leisure with others of similar background, outlook or interests.' 

'To put people together who feel they have nothing in common,' writes 

the Evolution of a Community. London, 1963, p.114. 



A third temptation (rela ted to the expression of community 

sentiment) is for plarmers to try and impose a local pattern of 
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communal living on a population with a cosmopolitan life-style, or 

vice versa. (It must at once be recognized in this connection that 

planners are sometimes at the mercy of social, economic and political 

factors beyond their immediate control. One such factor is mentioned 

by Jackson when he writes, 'The most serious challenge to the old 

pattern (of working class community life) has been the enormous re-

housing of the working class that our society has undertaken since 

194.5. The face of England changes faster in ten years now than it 
1 

did in any previous hundred.' Yet old houses must be p,illed down 

and new ones built. Another such factor is underlined in this 

Chapter; the great influence of mobility on communal pitterns of 

living. But mobility is quite vital to the welfare of modern society.) 

Nevertheless, those planning for community are rarely entirely helpless 

and bad errors of judgment are made. For example, the Woodhouse case­

" study shows little ~eal consideration being given to the communal needs 
I 

of locals genuinely Iperturbed by the drastic redevelopment plans for 
I 

the area. Other community studies show local authorities planning , 

towns and neighbourhoods for cosmopolitans as if they were dominantlyt 

local in outlook and behaviour. Yfuere it is simply inevitable that 

locals must largely surrender their old way of life, or cosmopolitans 

be more restricted than they would like, it is all the more necessary 

1. Jackson, B. Working Class Community. London, 1968. 
pp. 162-163. 
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for planners to keep people fully informed about the situation and 

the reasons for it, as well as to deal promptly and sympathetically 

with cases of real hardship or distress. 

However, it does seem that cUITent developments may well be re-

ducing the part that certain aspects of town planning and of rehOUSing 

policy are believed to play in making or marring a sense of comnnmity. 

It appears from the Woodhouse case-study, as well as from other comm-

unity studies, that in large part because of mobility (in all its 

aspects) in British Society, the cosmopolitan form of communal ex-

pression and territorial focus is steadily replacing the local. If 

this is so, and as long as those responsible for planning, do not try 

to impose a local pattern of comnnmity on a cosmopolitan population, 

then the precise design of the precinct, the short and long range 

thoroughfare, and even of the local district (though~, let it be 

stressed, of the town or city as an integral whole), are going to have 
\1 

much less influence on residents' sense of community than formerly •• 
! 

Thus though such people as the architect and town planner will still 
I " 

be required to design for comfort (at the level of the home especially), 

convenience, and visual pleasure, their future role as 'community 

engineers' may be much more limited than is now often believed, with 

regard to certain geographical units. 
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Conclusion 

The case-study of Vloodhouse leaves one dominant impression 

on the author; the tenacity of comrmmity and the flexibility of 

men and women in discovering it through very different social forms 

and in very different geographical contexts. Despite the problems 

involved in coping with the transition from one form of communal 

expression to another, problems which demand the utmost of both 

citizens and planners, it is encouraging to find that the Woodhouse 

residents of 1912 and 1966 by and large enjoyed a satisfying sense 

of community. For let there be no mistake, that 'community is an 

achievement, the highest achievement of man in' his relations with 
1 

other men.' 

1. Simpson, G. Conflict and Community. New York, 1937. p.98. 
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CHAFTER X 

COMMUNITY CONCEPTUAL.AND EMPIRICAL QillSTIONS 

The purpose of this final Chapter is to examine briefly the 

concept of community and its empirical operationalization in the 

light of questions raised in the course of research related to this 

thesis. 

1. Communi ty as an ideal type 

It Was suggested in Chapter IV, 2, that the concept of community 

in this thesis could be regarded as an ideal type. The latter was 

to consist of 'those factors everywhere and always essential to the 

existence of community ••••• present at the maxinum possible level.' 

It was emphasized that the essential elements of cornnnm1 ty (a sense 

. of solidarity and a sense of significance) were selected in part be­

cause 'the type itself must contain features that are universal (in 

that they are appli~able to all kinds of social systems), lasting (in 
11 
I, 

" that they are not histOrically dated) and comprehensive (in that they 
i 

are not culturally conditioned).' 
I 

It has become apparent that, simply because solidarity and sig-
, 

nificance (though indeed 'universal,' 'lasting,' and 'comprehensive') 

are sentiments, and thus need to be further distinguished by means of 

'expressive behaviour' (see Chapter V, 1)', it might have been more 
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accurate to have viewed them as the two essential elements lying 

behind various ideal types of eXpression of conmunity, rather than 

constituting an ideal type in themselves. In other words, the 

typological approach to the study of community would seem to be more 

applicable to its expression, through different kinds of social act-

ivity and structure, than to its essential nature, ie., the underlying 

sentiments. Thus Durkheim, for example, dis tinguishes two types 

(though not called by him 'ideal types') of social expression given to 

solidarity, the mechanical and the organic; though in future coIlll'lllllity 

studies not only the expression of solidarity but also of significance 

will have to be brought into the typological picture. 

2. Community as an objective and sub,lective phenomenon 

I 

The empirical investigation revealed certain problems in employing 
I 

I 
the essential approach to the study of comrmmity. One of these, that 

::1 

ot dealing with community simultaneously 'both as subjectively experi­
i 

enced and as an obj~ctive condition of group life,' was foreseen (see 

Chapter IV, 1). 
, 

Participant observation enabled the author to move 

swiftly fran the examina tion of thos e indices of conmmi ty found within 
t 

social activity and social structure (objective) to investigating 

personal sentiments directly and spontan~ously described, often verbally, 

by participants (subjective). In this way it was possible to check 

the intensity of comrmmity from two angles. 
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However, certain difficulties remained which a more detailed 

and quantifiable f'o~ of analysis might have helped to overcome. This 

was especially the case in determining the degree of significance ex-

perienced by Woodhouse residents, where the level of satisfaction 

amongst those within each of the major categories (defined in terms of 

age, sex and class) appeared to vary much more than was evident in 

cormection with solidarity. For example, in the sphere of work for 

1912, though significance could be 'objectively' related to whether a 

person was top class (very strong), intermediate class (strong) and 

working class (moderate), there was evidence of ordinary miners (working 
f 

class) who found a strong sense of significance in their job, and of' 
J 

tradesmen (middle class) who took very little pride in their shop or 

business. 

In these circumstances the observer can only do his utmost to 

test the 'objective' criteria of the intensity of' conmunity by 'sub­
i 

jective' evidence relating to the same, and vice versa, and it nrust be 
\; 
'I made explicit where " exceptions to the final general assessment are 
\: 

present (as in the Woodhouse Sections on 'Family and Neighbours '). Yet 
I 

I 
the empirical investigation did show that, when assessing the strength 

I 

of community sentiment, great (perhaP3 most) weight nrust be given to 

personal and direct expressions of' satisfaction or dissatisfaction byt 

the participants themselves (as emphasized in Chapter V, 4). 
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3. ParticiI?8nt observation 

One of the tasks of the empirical enquiry was to dUicover 

whether the level of solidarity and significance, as experienced 

by Woodhouse residents, was very strong, strong, moderate or weak 

(see Chapter V, 5). As no rigorous statistical methods or tests 

were employed (for example, measuring accurately how often and for 

how long residents came into direct contact), it might be argued that 

to decide the levels at which a sense of solidarity and significance 

were experienced was purely arbitrary. Though the participant ob-

server would be, the first to acknowledge that a good deal can be 

achieved by relating the essential elements of community closely to 

quantifiable data, he would not accept that his own method of research 

and assessment was unscientific. All research concerning canplex 

sentiments has to make fairly arbitrary judgments as to what evidence 
\ 

reveals tstrongt and, what reveals tweak t feelings. What really matters 
i 

I 

is that such judgmel1fs are made by drawing as fully as is possible on 
I, 

.. specified empirical indices, and that no inconsistencies appear in the 
i 

final assessments made. 
I 

i 

The pieces of the picture must clearly fit 

together into a coherent whole. 

The justification for the assessments of the intensity of community 
t 

sentiment made in this thesis is that the participant observer has used 

the empirical indices outlined in Chapter V as carefully as is possible . 
. 

in this method of res earch. More refined techniques of enquiry for a 
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period of history now over half a century away were quite impossible. 

Even in more recent times, participant observations had the great 

advantage over other sociological methods of being a very sensitive 

tool; important when often intimate and delicate sentiments were 

being dealt with. Furthermore, the fact that all the empirical data 

was gathered, and assessments of communal strength were made, by one 

person (there was no team of investigators as used by the Lynds in 

their study of Middletown), helped to ensure consistency of judgment 

in relation to both periods of history and all spheres of activity. 

~. The relation between solidarity and significance 

The relation between solidarity and significance (referred to in 

Chapter IV, 5) is one that still requires a good deal more study. Two 

major ques tiona aria e in this connection. The firs t concerns how thes e 

two essential communal elements vary in relation to each other. The 
, 

empirical investigation confirms that they are often closely linked, 
\' 
\I 

but tha t they by no means always vary in direct proportion to one 

another. 

I 
I 

Perha];8 the most interesting finding is that significance ia 
I 
i 

more likely to be st~ong when and where solidarity ia strong, than vice 

versa. 

The second major question concerns how to determine the overall t 

strength of community, in relation to a particular category of partici-
. 

pants and to a particular sphere of activity, where solidarity and 

significance are present at different intensities. This ques tion had 



to be taced in the 'Conclusion' to each period of the Woodhouse 

study when assessing the overall strength ot cammJDity sentiment, 

and the tollow1Jlg procedure was adopted.. 

Amongst certain categories ot residents, cOlDJlUllal activities 

and relationships (especially informal ones, as evident in the 

Sections on 'Family and Neighbours') revealed the pres ence ot one -
essential cOmDImal element in particular (usually a sense ot solid­

arity). . In these instances observation often showed that the 

second oODlJlmal element was present at about the same intensity, but 

so closely depe~dent on or derived from the tirst as not to warrant 

special discussion. Here the overall strength ot CODIIIIIJDity senti­

ment was taken to be that revealed by the manifest (as opposed.to 

the latent) cormnmal element. Where solidarity and signiticance 
i 

appeared as manif'est!and distinct sentiments ot differing intensity, 
\ . 
I 

a rough averaging ot.: the two occurred.. Thus it they were within 
\1 

.. one 'degree' ot each l
.! other (for example, solidarity very strong and 

Significance strong) I CODlDllni ty sentiment was usually taken to be 
i 

present at the higher ot the two levels. It the essential elements 

were two • degrees t apart (they were never more than this), the middle 

t degree' was taken to indicate the level of cODIIlUIlity as a whole. 
t 



This procedure was carried through with every attempt made to employ 

the most accurate and consistent judgment throughout, and to produce 

the most consistent overall assessment of community possible to the 

participant observer. 

5. Cross-sectional and chronological community studies 

One of the weaknesses of any cross-sectional community study 

(ie., an enquiry into the life of a settlement at different and separ­

ated times in its history) as opposed to a chronological study (ie., 

an enquiry into the ongoing life of a settlement over a period of time) 
I 

is that the analysis of social activity and structure may appear some-

wha t static. Because no attempt has been made in the case-study to 

set out any seguence of events in 1912 or 1966, there is thus the 

danger of underestimating the comrwnal importance of the processes of 
i 

social action as defined in Chapter II, 2, A, especially competition 
I 

and conflict. on\fhe other hand, the data was very closely examined 

to see whether communally notable instances of these processes at work 
I 

were present, and these have been referred to in the main body of the 
I 

empirical investigati~n. Though Woodhouse revealed certain instances 

of communal conflict (but not of non-communal conflict) violent or 
t 

dramatic social crises were in fact rarely in evidence- It is, however, 

quite possible that the study of other situations (such as those in which . 
racial tensions occur) would show conflict to be more communally 

important than in the case of Woodhouse_ 

~1' 
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6. Non-participants 

This thesis has been concerned with the study of comnnmity. 

The empirical enquiry was directed above all to discovering those 

social activities, and relationships which engendered a sense of co~ 

unity. But have those situations where comnnmity sentiment was ~ 

found thus been neglected, and a whole section of Woodhouse residents 

been omitted from the study? To cover what might have proved an 

important 'non-communal' group, attention was given where relevant to 

non-participants. This category in fact revealed little of note 

(their inactivity or lack of interest in one sphere always being off-
I 

set by participation in several others). Nevertheless, it remains to 

be seen whether in other situations categories of people are found 

who are virtually non-participants in all spheres of activity. Their 

importance cannot be discounted simply on the basis of this particular 
i 

cas e-s tudy. 

\i 
\i 

I 
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The future 

This thesis has perhaps helped to go some way towards clarifying 

the concept of community and demonstrating how it can be usefully 

employed empirically. However, as this Chapter indicates, there still 

remain several important matters that require further discussion and 

inves tiga tion. The present study points to three main fields for 

future research, all closely related to each other. Because community 

is essentially a sentiment, one such field of enquiry will be concerned 

with the individual as such, and the way in which his communal senti-
I 

ments emerge and develop. The second field of enquiry will be that 
I 

dealing with the small group, findings relating to which have here 

(see Chapter V) proved so useful in bridging the gap between community 

sentiment and expressive behaviour. The third field of enquiry will 

be concerned with the social system itself, and the whole gamut of 
! 

social activities and relationships through which community is expressed. 

Research in this third and wider context will often need to be pursued 
'1 

\' ( over fairly long periods of time a year or more), and sometimes be 

given an historical I dimension (as in this thesis with the study of 
I 
I 

Woodhouse in 1912 and 1966). In this field especially participant 

obs erva tion has s till an important part to play. Only by the pursuit 

of closely related research in these three fields can more be learnt 

about the nature of comnnmity, the major ·forms in which it is expressed 

and where it is terri torially focus ed. 



APPJIDIX I 

Letter to e:r-Woodhouse residents 

Woodhouse 3148 

65 Station Road 
Woodhouse 

SHEFFIELD. 

January 1967 

Dear 

I am at the present time Wldertaking a thesis tor Shettield 

University on the subject ot Woodhouse between the years 1900 and 1967. 
I 

I have leamt trom conversations with local people that you have spent 

some time in Woodhouse and have considerable experience ot what lite in 

the area used to be like. I would, theretore, be extremely grateful 

it you could spare the time to let me have- in writing some camnents on 
'I 

your period ot residence here. 
I 

The main theme ot J!Il thesis is the extent to .hich the activities 
I1 

and sooial relationshU! ot residents intluenoed their sense ot 

coumunit,.. I am also concerned to know whether these activities and 
I 

relationships were cOntained entirely within Woodhouse or were 

associated with other grotlp5 outside it. 
t 

Two aspects ot this sense ot c()l'Dlllmity are ot particular importance -
tor my worlc - (I) the strength ot the sense ot belonging that existed 

• 
and (II) the degree ot satistaction residents bad nth the part they 



played in the lif'e of' the district, inside or outside Woodhouse 

itself'. For clarification I put these two concerns in question 

form below. 

I. How strosg a sense of belonging did residents of' Woodhouse 
have during your stay in this area? 

1. Which activities and social relationships were most 

744.-

important in this connection? (eg. in the sphere of' family 

life, of' educating the young, of' earning a living, of' religious 

activities, of' leisure activities, of political affairs, of 

keeping heal thy and caring for the neec.\v, of' keeping informed, 
I 

etc.) 
I 

2. What traditions, C1.I!ItODlS, events, incidents, etc. provided 

evidence of' this sense ot belonging? 

,. During youritime in Woodhouse, what changes, if any, took 
I 

place in the strength of this sense ot belonging? In what 
I 
! 

spheres did Ithese occur? 
I[ 
\: 

11. Hq! satisf'ied were residents, during lOur stay here. with 
the part they played in the life ot the district? 

I 
1. Which activities and social relationships (see the 

examples in I.) gav~ them most satistaction in this respect? 

2. What traditions, etc. (see the parallel question in I.) 

provided opportunity for the achievement of' satisfaction in 

this connection? 



3. During your time in Woodhouse, what changes, if any, 

ocCUlTed in the degree of satisfaction that existed amongst 

residents? In what spheres did these occur? 

I would like to underline again that I am concerned to learn 

whether this sense of belonging and of satisfaction with the role 

played were associated entirely with Woodhouse or were related to 

activities and relationships further afield. 

Having commented on the other residents of Woodhouse, could you 

please add a few words in relation to your own personal feelings in 

connection with the two points above - ie., to what extent did you 

yourself have a sense of belonging and of satisfaction with the role 

you played whilst resident here and which ot your activities and re-
" 

lationships, inside or outside WooCihouse, were most important in 

this respect. 

In order the t I may have some information concerning your own 

period ot residence in Woodhouse I would be gmtetul if you could 
" 

answer the following questions :-

1. What brought you:to Woodhouse (eg. born here, marriage, 
work, etc.)? , 

2. When did you reside here (exact years please)? 

3. Where did you live (addresses in chronological order please)? 

q.. What relatives did you have anq/ or do 'you haye living in 
Woodhouse? 



5. What was your occupe tion and where did you worlc (eg. 
schoolmaster at Woodhouse West School, miner at East 
Colliery, Birleyi housewife at home, in 'service' at 
Firth Park, etc.)? 

6. Why did you moye from Woodhouse? 

7. How sOrr.Y' were you to leave? Would you come back to 
live here if opportunity presented itself now? 

I apologize for this duplicated form of comrm1nioation and for the 

rather difficult series of questions - if these are not clear please 

do oontact me and I will try to explain them in greater detaU. 

I quite realize what a task I am setting in these busy days but 

any comments alo.tJg the lines indicated above (and with regard to other 

related ~tters you feel are important) would be most valuable_ I 

shall treat all information given with great discretion so as to avoid 

any local embarrassment it this thesis were later to be published. 

Woodhouse as it was, however, is fast fading from the scene and 

the more that can be done to document the life and history ot this 

.. fascina tiDg place the better. 

My thanks in anticipation, 

Yours sincerely, 

David B. Clark (Methodist Minister) 
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