













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































616.

right away from the local district, and meant thet though he inter-
acted with a large number of people this did not generate a sense of
solidarity associated with Woodhouse residents e&s suche Another man
hed two merried children living in the extended district and a daughter
at art college.. At work he maneged & printing business in the city
and his leisure time he spent running the local Society of Friends,
helping at the Sheffield Y.M.C.A. and visiting his caravan at the sea~
side. Here agein membership of different groupé did not thereby en-
gender a sense of solidarity with fellow residents, because they were
by no means all contained within the locel district. Such was the
caée for meny women too, especielly those who went out to work or who,
having recently moved to Woodhouse, still retained roots in other parts
of the city and for some years returned 'home' to see relatives, shop
and even have their hair done! Thus though inhabitants often took
part in a greater variety of activities than in 1912, they did pot nec-
essarily do so, unlike the majority during the earlier period, in the
company of other Woodhouse residents. As noted in previous Secfions,
however, this did not mean the collapse of & sense of solidarity, but
rather its association with groups located now as much outside as inside
the local districte. : .

The dispersion of many residents across the extended district was
caused not only by the increassing differentiation of needs and interests,
but by the decline of opportunity aﬁd variety within Woodhouse itself;

the trend was thus a two-way process. This was particularly cbvious
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in the cese of spere time activitiess 'Woodhouse is lifeless,'
commented one 'teenager (see the Section on 'Leisure'). 'It's as
large as a cemetery and twice as dead,' stated & miner in his fifties.
Whereas there had been much of common interest to hold residents to the
area in 1912, in 196‘6‘ even the public houses, clubs and churches were
offering local people little more choice, and sometimes a good deal
less, than beforé the First World War.

. Although residents of the locel district wére mich less awere of
themselves as forming a distinct body of people than was the cese in
1912, cerﬁain common interests could still lead to the emergence of
gr;)ups of inhabitents who sew themselves 'over sgainst' others. There
wes, for exsmple, & slight degree of self-consciousness emongst church-
goers and 'pubgoers' in relation to each other. When the lady lendlord
of the Stag Inn appeered on the stage of one of the Methodist churches |
to receive a bouquet, for ellowing the Arts Festival Drama Group to use
her premises for rehearssls, & churchgoer remerked, 'We couldn't help
but smile smongst ourselves to see her there!' The Methodist Minister
was surprised h&v many women whokattended church epologised to him be-

" cause ztheir-hﬁsbands 'liked tl';eir pint' and as a result 'would feel
hypocrites‘ if they casme to & service.' Nevertheless, th? mores of the
0ld Free Church days had been considerably modified end ardent temperance
teaehing‘was extremely rare. , Meny churchgoing families had relatives
or friends who enjoyed a drink, and.two families who were members at

Wesley themselves menaged off-licences. Meanwhile the Anglicans were
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even less reticent to be associated with the public houses and one
of the two Churchwardens was a regular customer at the Cross Daggers.
At Christmastime 1966, the Vicar and his wife were to be found at the

George Inn Social and Angling Club presenting trophies, and distribut-

ing food parcels to 0ld age pensioners. The social distinction be-

tween groups attending church or public house was still in evidence,
but nothing like so clear-cut as in 1912.

Local items of news still continued to circulate around with
considerable rapidity and ease. For older residents the Post Office
and a super-market managed by a men born and bred in Woodhouse were two
of the most important meeting grounds, thougﬁ anywhere in the centre of
the village was a good place for "a bit of a gossip." Concerning the

regular Saturday coffee morning at the Wesley Church (open to the public)

a would-be poet wrote,

'When you're getting near the door

You'll wonder at that mighty roar,
The weekly "news" is being spread, behind that latch,

Come on, Join in, get up to scratch.
"The young, the 0ld 21l meet to chat

(and eat and drink, end buy and that).!

About a popular hairdressing esteblishment one headmaster wrote; ‘A

useful place that barber's shop se.es. I had asked my care‘t:aker to let
it be known there that I did not care to see boys coming to school in
Jeens = and far more lads ..;.. rettirned to shorts than ¢eeee in ,
response to an appeal I had included in a general letter to parents.'

1. Woodhouse Wesley Methodist Church. Newsletter. Easter 1964.
2. Roberts, J. Notes on the Life of Woodhouse a3 seen by a Headmaster.
(Unpublished), 19 p.12.
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On the Badger Estate also a good deal of informal conversation took
place especially smongst mothers with young children who were not out
to work, but on the other estates (possibly because there was no longer
the common interest of having young femilies to rear) and on the roads
where houses were privately owned much less gossip seems to have
occurreds

In generael, however, there was evidence that 'the bush-telegraph'
was proving graduslly less reliable. In 1967, the Vicar wrote in the
Papish Church magazine; 'During the past month two false end unfortunate
rumours have been circulating in the parish. One said that a well-known
parishioner had died; the other said that a well~known former resident
of Woodhouse had »died. Both rumours ﬁere completely false. .It's a
mystery how such rumours stért, but before you pess the next on; on, ask
yourself how you would like to be buried before you were deads’ At a
meeting of thg Badger Coinnn.mity Association the Secretery remarked, 'The
folk on the outer end of this Estate Just don't know what's going on.'

As informal commnication on locel district affairs beceme more restricteq
and less reliable interest in and concern for one's fellow residents
became harder to maintain.

The printed word played a useful part, if somewhat mc;re limited than
in 1912, in keeping residents informed of one another's doingse Three
churches (see the Section on ;Religion') produced magazines, though only
that distributed by the Parish Church (700 copies monthly) went to othep

than churchgoers and contained news and views not confined to church

1. Woodhouse Parish Church Magszine. May 1967.
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affairse In 196‘6l, the Woodhouse Council of Churches produced
some 200 copies of its U4 page report on social conditions in Wood-
house and circulated it throughout the local district. 'Image,' a
magazine edited by young people (see the Section on 'Leisur_e'), in
1967 turned itself into 'Badger Monthly' and also incorporated news
about the Badger Community Association, but otherwise all the items
were of purely general interest to 'teenagers. Vieekly news about
local district matters was printed in the South Yorkshire Times (airect
descendent of the Woodhouse Express of 1912), though reports were far
briefer and more trivial than in the earlier era, being largely confined
to the almost endless; round of regular church meetings. The Sheffield
'dailies’ occasionally contained news about Woodhouse. But, by and
large, local news that did circulate by means of the printed word was
very much less informative and comprehensive than formerly‘ ané, though
this means of communication did help to enhance solidarity a J.ittle
amongst those groups best catered foz.?(auch as church members), it diad
not do a great deal to keep all residents in touch with one anothere
One of the most notsble features of this period, in comparison with
the first decede of the Century, was the great advances that had been
made in the extent and efficiency of coﬁmmnication with the world out~
side Woodhouse.: For example, the overall circulation figures of the
two main Sheffield daily pepers had increassed slightly since 1912 but,
for the national Fress in the Sheffield area, and undoubtedly in

Woodhouse also, circuletion figures had boomed. Totalling the papers
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delivered or sold over the counter by all the Woodhouse newsagents,

in early 1967, the returns were as follows.

Percentage of Woodhouse households (2,573) teking -

National dailies (assuming each household took only

one such paper each week~day) - 407
Sheffield dailies - Sheffield Telegraph (am.) 12%

The Star (pm.) | 620-%
Local weeklies (South Yorkshire Times) 19%

At the same /time, it mst be noted that some hundreds of residents
probably purchased daily papers en route to and f‘rom the city.

| The Woodhouse newsagents disposed of a total of 2, 862 Sunday
pepers, in early 1967, the most popular (The News of the World) going
into 37% of locel householdss Although a good number of households
had two or more Sunday pspers, the large majority of homes certainly
contained readers of thg Sunday Presse The newspaper thus provided
one very important means of keeping Woodhouse residents abreast of
extended district and national events, tastes and fashions. Local
district af‘faifs were much less adequately covered and far fewer people
read about them.

Supplementing Press coverage of extended district an:l world affairs
were the wireless and television, by 19656: some 75% of Woodhouse house- .
holds possessing the latter.  As a result, and encouraged by the regular
reading of newspepers Jjust referred: to, many residents developed consid-

erable interest in current affairs, from time to time (though such senti-
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ments lacked tenacity) a very strong sense of fellow feeling arising

in connection with both national and internationsl events. The
assassination of President Kennedy, in 19515, was felt by meny almoat

as keenly as a pefsonal bereavement: 'In common with all freedom-loving
people, Christians of all denominations were horrcr-strucllc- at the recent
tragic end senseless assassination of President Kennedy,' wrote the
Editor of the Wealey Magazine. 1In 196;6', the Aberfan disaster came as a
sad shock to many residents, as did the shooting of three policemen in
London later in the year»  The short wer in the Middle East, in 1967,
was followed with great anxiety, ‘and Egypt's agreement to accept a cease~
fire was immediately anmnounced amongst other places, in the middle of a |
social evening at the Wesley Church. On a more cheerful note, the maj-
ority of residents were greatly elated when England won the World Football
Cup in 19é6. Rapid and vivid means of communication brought a spontan-
eous, if somewhat short-lived, expression of solidarity on quite frequent
occasions, though the event concerned might have occurred many hundreds
of miles away.' "

This widening of communal horizons wes perhaps best typified by a
B.B.C. television progremme, presented in June 1957, called 'Our World!.
This saw meny residents watching 'the first global collsboration in the
MMg of a programme instead of in the relaying of an event eseee

, 2
(accessible to) «sess one sixth of all the people on earth.' Though one

1. Woodhouse Wesley Methodist Church. Newsletter. Winter 196L.
2. ‘'Radio Times' June 24th=-30th. 1967. p.3.
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woman expressed her weariness at 'having to share everyone else's
problems as well as sort out your own,' the limits within which
commnity sentiment operated were being gradually pushed outwards,

sometimes far beyond the bounds of the 'red map' of 19l2.
On the more personal level, the written word and the telephone

were now extremely prominent. In 1966, 11,870 letters were delivered

from Woodhouse Post Office (compared with 415 in 1895, the date nearest
to 1912 for which information is available)e On the other hand, though
the number of private telephone subscribers on the Woodhouse exchange
(which covered a much wider area than Woodhouse proper) was at this
time officially returned by the G.P.0O. as 1,530 (compared with some 50
in 1912), Woodhouse was in this respect somewhat behind the times, and
on the new estates and in meny parts of the old village a private line
was still comperatively rare. None the less, the acceptance of these
means of commmication as quite normal (the public call-box was regu~
larly used by those without a private 'phone) led, not so much to a
greater degrée of verbal exchange within the local district, s to the
maintenance of social links, often of en importent kind, with friends
and relatives well awa;lr from Woodhousee Distance now stood a3 much
less of a bazrigr to communal relationships.

| Residents encountered one another as they travelled to and from
the city to work, to shop, to visit relatives end friends, to find
entertainment and so forth. The bus was the most popular form‘ of
transport and movement out of the local district was at its peak on

the two mein routes from 7.00 ame to 8.55 ame (55 per bus) on that which
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ran the length of Woodhouse, and from 6.15 ame to 8¢42 am. (6.5 per
bus) on that linking the East end of Woodhouse to the industrial
(Bast) end of Sheffield.l Movement back to the local district ex-
tended over a longer period, but the busiest time was between 4.00 pm.
and 6’.00 pme  Reguler users of these services came to know each other
very well by sight, and a limited amount of conversation took place at
the bus stop or during the Journey (one man in fact met his wife on the
bus travelling intolSheffield). But conversation at any depth was
chiefly confined to those who were already acquainted through partici-
pation in other ectivities, the influx of many new residents making
trével a more and more impersonal affair for the rest. 'We have to
look twice these days to see if we're on the right bus,' remarked one
0ld inhabitent. A similar situation existed for those (much fewer)
travelling in by trein, the latter of course also used by meny non-
Woodhouse peoples The car, when drivers picked up friends meking for
the same destination, was a more personal mode of travele On the»wlizole R
however, the long-range thoroughfare was mainly the scene of verbal
interaction between those who already knew each other quite well, and
very few new and firm friendships were begun or developed through trav-
elling as such.

| Mach more social intercourse occurred on the numercus summer coach

trips organized from Woodhouse, either by such bodies as the churches or

the clubs, or by the various i:rivate bus companies. These outings were

1. Figures supplied by Sheffield Transport Depertment, 24/2/67.
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very popular, especially smongst the older residents, and the actual
Journey to the coast or countryside was regarded as one of the most
enjoyable parts of the day. Agein solidarity was enhenced meinly

because people already knew each other and had common interests to

converse about.
Significance

~In 1956., the South Yorkshire Times strove hard to glean news of
residents playing any prominent part in local district affairs, The
emphasis, however, was meinly on getting as many people's names &s
possible into the notes of the week, the colum rather bleekly headed
'Woodhouse,' in order to boost salese 1In 196’6', for example, a report
on the Congregational Church's Sundey School Anniversary mentioned over
30 participents ,1 and the names and addresses of 37 children baptized
at the Farish Church during May and June were listed.2 Occas_ionally
residents 'hit the headlines' for more than ordinary reasons, as when
en old lady at the Western House Home celebrated her 110th birthday end
received a telegram from the Queemj Obituary notices of some length
still appeared with regularity and speciesl coverage was given if anyone

reasonably well known in the locel district died even if, es on one

occesion, that person were simply a populer children's zebra crossing
wardene ¢

Although residents still liked to see their name, or that of rela-

tives and friends, in print (and were especislly pleased if their picture

1. The South Yorkshire Times. 18/6/66.
2. Ibid. 9; 7;33.

3+ Ibid. 8/1/66.
L. Ibid. 26/8/67.
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appeared), the South Yorkshire Times played & much less conspicuous

part in enhancing a sense of significence amongst inhabitants than in
1912 For one thing reporters all lived outside the local district

and rarely tock a very personal interest in the doings of residents; for
enother Woodhouse was but one sméll place emongst meny others that were
now covered by this papere Coverage tended to take 'the line of
easiest access,' ie., reports appeared mainly for the more organized
and formal activities (much of what went on in the public houses and
clubs was omitted), were often confined to bare essentials (catalogues
of names) » end were repetitive (the seme groups were covered week after
week, the only variety being a different speaker, soloist, chairman,
etc.)s Inevitably, therefore, residents did not rate the South Yorkshire
Times as a very iﬁportant paper, and the report of one's own appearance

on the local scene brought only & moderate sense of significance to most.
SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Solidarity
Although Woodhouse had witnessed the influx of over 40% of its total

population of adult residents in the decade rreceding 1966, a large core
of inhabitents had been born and bred in the local district. If not

¥
always interrelated, the latter were very well acquainted with one another

as a result of sharing a common territory and way of life for so many

yearse One resident spoke of these well established Woodhouse families

as 'like perennials; they Jjust keep on coming up,' and stated that he
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could recognize who belonged to which family merely by glancing at
their featuress A visitor from London, going for a walk in the old
village with a resident of many years' standing, was astonished how

'everyone seemed to know him.' Many of these residents had gone

to school together, worked together (ususlly in the mines), brought
children up together, gone to the same pub or church for decades on end,
end passed through some memorable events togethers Solidarity emongst
this group as a whole was consequently still strong.

None the less, & number of social features that had enhanced solig~
arity in the first years of the Century had ell but disappeareds Very
few of those with positions of standing in the local district had, in
1965 » been on the scene for any length of time. A1l the doctors (except
one who in fact mixed little in Woodhouse life), ministers of religion,
head teachers and socisl workers, together with quite a number running
businesses or owning shops in the area, had moved into local district
affairs within vthe last 10 years,} some much more recently. With a high
turnover smongst those with leading roles in the vicinity, the old est-
ablished residents felt that control had long since slipped from their
grasp, and that the direction of Woodhouse affairs hardly belonged to
tpan any more. . In addition, many of those mentioned above (notably
teachers) who held positions of responsibility resided outside the local
district. The ebsentee lendlord, for example, (who often spent little

on the upkeep of his property to the chegrin of residents) wes the rule,

not, as in 1912, the exception.
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The mumber and influence of symbolic figures (see Chapter VI, 1)
had also diminisheds As noted in previous Sections, a few residents
still stood as key persons in this or that organization but none, with
the possible exception of the Vicer, carried much weight outside his
specialized field of operationse In this respect, the death of Ernest
Atkin, at the age of 88, in 196'6 , represented the end of en era, for with

his going went the last symbolic figure very well known to all old resi-

dents in earlier decadess Ernest Atkin had been born in Woodhouse, had

worked as & lad at the locsl collieries, had been elected to the old
Handsworth Urben District Council in 1912, and to the Sheffield City
Co@cil in 1921 (when Sheffield took Woodhouse over). e had been
closely linked with the Handsworth Trades and Labour Couhcil, had been
president of theﬁ former Woodhouse Co-operative Society for over 30 yeers,
and had been a life~long member of the Woodhouse Society of Friends. The
local Press on his death described him as 'the most prominent village
figure for over half a Cénhn-y.'l '

By 196I6~, therel were few 'characters' left in Woodhouse who were able
to give to the locel district a unique social identity of its owne One
such hed been Dorothy Birks Ward, a well known elderly lady who was
remenbered for her somewhat quaint speech and mode of dresse Occasion-

. t
ally she would write emusing end slightly eccentric poems in local church

magezines, and more erudite articles on the history of the area, a subject

about which she was extremely knowledgesble. But she had left Woodhouse

in 1964 to live in an o0ld people's home some distence away; 'It seems

1. Ibid. 8/10/66.
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as if a landmark's gone,' remarked a fellow resident. Otherwise
the 'characters' living in the area were merely those who happened
to be 'a bit of a2 lad (or lass)' in the particular organization they
belonged to, their appeasl being much more restricted than in 1912,
Consequently another common bond of former years had been weaskened
for the older residents.

Some of the old phrases and sayings which marked the old residents
out from the newcomers éould still be hearde The former would spesgk of
'going brambling' (picking blackberries), 'centing' (gossiping), being
'all of a mather' (hot and bothered) or 'fair thronged' (very busy),
héving 'killed a robin' (done something to bring bad luck on themselves),
'standing like a clem' (speechless) and so forth. Such expressions,
however, were gradually dying out, and at one church concert ;:he audience
laughed heartily at a sketch which poked fun at the normal Voodhouse
accent of bygone days; 'sto-an' for stone,'whatter'! for water, 'hoil!
for hole and so on. |

The uniform pattern of deily, weekly end annual events in the past,
enforced by local folkways, was also breaking up and with it went another
bulwark of solidarity. In the 1912 efa, mining had moulded the daily
and weekly routine of the majority of Woodhouse households, but, in
196/6‘, the much greater variety of occupations in existence meant wide
diversity of domestic time-tables, further complicated where wives went
out to worke Though many Woodhouse men were still on shifts there was

now no guasrantee that these would run parsllel, the only time when a
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degree of synchronization of the various routines occurred being at
the week~ends (thﬁugh even then' many men worked right through, either
on shifts or doing overtime). Even for those at home, Saturday and
Sunday saw a wide diversity of time use. Club members and pubgoers
would congregate on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights, and the men
alone at Sﬁnday lunch~time, whilst churchgoers would meet morning and
evening on Sundays, but anything could happen in the intervening hours;
doing the garden, watching or playing a sport, going out with the femily,
watching television, sleeping in, cleaning the car, etce There was no
uniform schedule of activities which gave residents the sense of being in
step from one week to the next. One especially important change in the
situation since 1912 had been the decline of the influence of the Church
in &etermining end directing the habits of meny residents. Activity
now seemed to be as much goierned by the ice-cresm van's chiming inter—
pretation of 'Greensleeyes' or !'The Happy Wanderer' as by the Parish
Church bells!: vSabbath observance in the strict éense was a thing of
the past almost es much for churchgoers as non-churmchgoers, domestic
and leisure time rather than religious interests f£illing spare hourse.
The anmial round had similerly lost any temporal features that gave
inhabitants as a whole 2 sense of beiﬁg socially in step with each othere
Only the public holideys and the Church calendar remained to give some
co~ordination to people's time outside working hours, and even here the

Government was making changes which upset some of the most notable
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traditions of the paste In 196-5, the August Bank Holiday was moved
to the last week—end in Augusts Some confusion ensued as certain
Sheffield firms aécei)ted the change and some did nof, preferring to
allow men to take the extra days as usual added onto the official
Sheffield holidey fortnight at the end of July and the begiming of
August. More problems were caused when, in 1967, !'the Spring Bank
Holiday* ﬁas moved eway from the Whitsuntide week-end, resulting in
half the Sheffield firms taking the new and half the 0ld holiday, whilst
.the schools had a few days breaek on both occasionse But of all bodies
@he churches were most perplexed as to what to do ebout the hallowed
Whitsuntide processions (for one thing vn.th some men working it was
difficult to o‘bta:ln‘the services of a band)s The Vicar of Woodhouse
refused to participate in the 1967 event becsuse in the end the local
churches decided to hold their walks on the secular holidays Many of
the older residents were disturbed by the grc;wing fluidity of the
anmial round, a feeling well summed up by one of them, not a churéhgoer,
when he commented, 'The birds get up the seme time every day so why do
we have to muck about with the calendar.' '
A1l these changes virtually ended the possibility of the popu-
lation as a wh;ale looking forward to and pfepériz;g for events in which .
even a reasonable minority of them was involved. For the old resi~
dents it meant the virtual collapse of the stable and uniform routine
of a past age, when each activity had had ité allotted place in the.

time-table. For all inhabitants it meant the impossibility of
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integrating the diversity of activities pursued into a tidy whole
and the end of the sense of corporate effort throughout Woodhouse.
Nevertheless, the older residents continued to be bound together
by their affection for Woodhouse as a physicai entity within which
certain of the streets and buildings known in their youth still remained
to commemorate and symbolize the commmal events of earlier years. 'I
love every stick of this place,' remarked one old man. The Village
Cross and the Market Square, with the 300 year old Cross Daggers
(officiall& listed as an ancient monument) on its southern side, stood
little changed from the first years of the Century, being regarded as
the centre of Woodhouse by old inhabitents; 'It would be like tearing
the heart out of the village if the ﬁms Daggers was pulled do'wn,':L
stated one of thems Yet a good deal of property had been demolished
or left derelict during the previous decade. The Editor of the Wesley
Magezine wrote, in 196k, "With the building of new homes around us now
well on the way, it appears that (the) village itself will soon become
the victim of progress and that.before very long Woodhouse will be
changed beyond all recogn:’:.'l;:i.on.'2 In 1967, the éld Central Hall, scene
of exciting cinema shows in 1912, the Conservative Club onﬁStation Road
and the Endowed School, fell before !'those twin demons, the bulldozer
and the excavator. '5 They we}'a amongst the last important landmarks of

en age now gone, and with their extinction went links that had held the

old people together.

1. Ibide 29/1/66.
2. Woodhouse Wesley Methodist Church. Newsletter. Winter 1964.

3¢ Ibide Winter 196.
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As the historic village fell into disuse and disrepeir, new
building was going on which appealed to old residents neither
aesthetically nor symbolicelly. On the one hand, modern architectural
deaign was not what those born and bred in the age of placing one brick
fair and square on the top of the next thought of as sturdy or attract-
ive whilst, on the other, they saw such development as quite unrelated
to the old village as they had known and loved it. The new Badger
Estate was condemned oﬁ both counts; 'They're not homes, they're
matchboxesl' and 'Fancy strewing council houses over it (Station Fields)!'
The new £8,000 vicarage built, in 196#, on what used to be known aé 'The

Croft' evoked a similar reaction. It's unusuel design (a flat-roofed

ranged from 'a clinic' to 'public conveniences.' Many people felt it
Just did not f£it; 'It isn't my idea of a vicarage and isn't in keeping
with the "olde-worlde" atmosphere of the village,} was a typical comment.
The destruction of the old Woodhouse and the protracted redevelop~
ment of the local district on the lines decreed by modern towmplenning
policy was a real blow to communal strength for the residents who had to
live through it all. = Though some were prepared to acknowledge that
'progress is Just something we have to take in our 81:1:':1.6,(9':2 and were
rétﬂer glad to see steps being taken at long last to revive the area,

others were deeply saddened at what they regarded as wanton destruction

of perfectly sound and solid dw;llings. The mood was well summed up by ,

1. The Star. (Sheffield) 4/2/6ke
2. The South Yorkshire Times 6/5/67.



The Badger Estate; 'Matchboxes i' according to some old
residents.

Ihe most usual method of reaching the city centre.
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the Vicar in the Parish Church Magazine when he wrote, 'If you have
lived in your house all your life and it is still in good condition,

it must be a terrible wrench to have to moves This has happened to
several old Woodhouse residents recently, and one can sympathize with
the ’overwhelming sense of loss they must feel when they see the wreckers
at work on their old family home. We know that progress hass to come,
but it's a hard price to pay in personal distress and a sense of being
uprooted eseee It must be like a sentence of death to have to move from
your 01d house when you're 80 or more.'l In fact, as one local doctor
noted in a letter to the Press, some people were certainly affected as
tragically as the last sentence suggests and the strain and worry of
removal casused illness and a few fatalitiese Though others settled quite
successfully‘in their new surroundings all realized that things 'could.

never be the same again.'

The titles of the streets and main landmarks of Woodhouse had also
seen changes since 1912. - To avoid duplication, a nuxhber of names were
altered when Woodhouse ceme into Sheffield and, as demolition gained
momentum, others were completely cbliterated (such as Keyworth Cotteges,
Pashley Cottages, Pear Tree Yard and so forth). By 196v6', nearly all the
street and place names had become formalized, and although old people
still spoke of going 'up Selly Clark's,' ‘round the Iurnpike,' or ‘as
far as the Iron Bridge,' such colloquial terms were steadily dying out.

The attempt by Sheffield Corporation” to preserve something of the history

l. Woodhouse Parish Church Magszine. May 1965.
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of the local district or its people in new nemes (as in Tithe Barn
Avenue, Hardcastle Gardens and Badger Road) was quite.lost on the resi-
dents who moved in from Sheffield to reside on the estates concerned.
Thus, though a fair number of 19th Century titles were still extant in
the old village, place names as a whole no longer gave many residents
the sense of having théir own peculiar heritage and living in an area
which belonged to them and their parents in a unique way.

Despite these many changes steadily undermining the bonds which
over the years had drawn the 0ld residents and their families together,
this group remained in 1966 as a distinctive entity with & strong sense
of solidaerity, in part at least enhanced by the feeling that they were
now set apart from the newcomers. The views expressed by & few of the
old people with regard to the residents on the Badger Estates,-for
example, were akin to fhose reiated to ite architectural design; 'It's
a slum,' ‘'Woodhouse was a nice place till they built the Badger,!
'The Badger = they're a iﬁt of pagans down theréQ' Of course the.
natives of the local district did not always hit it off with each other
(there was some rivalry, for example, between the two old people's clubs
operating in 1966, and one old lady remerked shrewdly of her relationship
with fellow residents, 'In a village you make friends and you make
enemies'), but by and large the fact that they knew one aﬁother so well
and the newcomers so little drew them very much together on numerous
occasionse When one old men felt himself to be 'a stranger in my own

lend,' and another could comment, on meeting an old friend in the street,
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'It's nice to see ; beeees nativel' it was inevitable that the ties

0ld residents had with each other should become increasingly precious.
They interacted with some intensity when they met in the shops ('It's
only the old ones that really stop and talk,' remerked a shop assist~-
ent), at church meetings, during the day in the public houses,when they
were defending their rights ageinst the Corporation, or when any one of
them was in personal need. A remarkable instance of the latter was
when a widow whose only daughter was working full-time had a stroke.
Though the former had no other relatives in the local district, friends
end neighbburs rallied round and, by 196.8, had worked a rota system of
si&ing in with her daily (except Sundays) for well over two years so

that her dasughter could keep earning a living.
The forces pressing the o0ld residents in on themselves resulted in

the newcomers feeling somewhat cut off from the rest of the population

with its atill distinctive pattern of life. Because some knew them-

selves to be very much strangers they tended to be sensitive to .even
quite césual remerks or unintended gestures, a fact which msde en old
man comment, 'They‘seem to be more removed from us than we from them. !
The most recent and largest influx of inhabitants‘ on the Badger Estate,
particularly the women who did not go out to work and consequently spent
more time than the rest 'up the villege,' most cbviously x;garded them
selves as an 'out-group's 'They call us Badgerites,' 'You fair see

their noses going up in the air,' ‘'My feeling is that Woodhouse doesn't

want to know us,' were some of the sentiments expressed.



637.

On the other hand, though at times the situation gave indications
of the existence of latent commmal conflict, there was little ocuvert
antagonism between 0ld and new residents, and the process of coming to
terms with each other, as far as different styles of life permitteq,
was in 196‘6v being furthered by the emergence of certain common 'interests
and causes. Within the clubs and public houses old and new residents
seemed to intermingle quite happily. The lady landlord of the Stag
Inn was reported as saying, 'The people from the new estates get on
very well with the old Woodhouse folke I have seen young men from the
estate (Badger) talking to pensioners in the hotel so I don't think
there is a great deal of truth in this talk that the people do not mix
together. '1 As mentioned under 'Sociel Action' certain ventures spon-
sored by the Woodhouse Council of Churches also fecilitated interaction
between 013 and new, and, as noted in the Section about 'Govermment,’
common cause was made over certein issues against the City Council.
What relieved possible tension more then enything, however, wes, on the
one hand, the open invitation given to newcomers to Join activities run
by the old villagers (for example, the old people's clubs were eager
to recruit old sge p‘ensioners who had xixoved into the locel district
recently) and, on the other, the freedom new residents had to go their
own way if they so wished. One young couple in fact thoroughly enjoyed
the anonymity of Woodhouse; - 'AYou don't keep bumping into people you

know,! remarked the wife expressing relief, a sentiment quite foreign

l. The South Yorkshire Times. 13/8/66.
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to the outlook of old villagers. Because, in 196v6, the newcomers
were only too ready to let the old people run their own sctivities in
their own way (as in the csse of the churches) manifest commmel con~
flict wes avoided; what the future might hold was enother matter.

For various reasons, however, the new residents found it much more
difficult to develop a sense of soliderity emongst themselves then the
old inhsbitantse As mentioned above, the diffuse nature of interests
end activities scattered the newcomers in particular far and wide
across thg city for meny hours a day, only young mothers snd their
chiidren and the old sge pensioners béing confined to the local district.
On the Badger Estate the steady turnover of femilies led to 2 feeling
of restlessness ainongst certein newcomers; 'It has such ean unsettling
effect,' 'You feel there's nothing permanent,' 'Nobody seems to have
moved here to stay,' were some of the comments. Furthermore, new
residents had little af‘fec‘l';ion for the area as such, in part becéuse it
looked so scruffy end in pert beceause they had only Just arrived on the
scenes The Badger Estate itself wes still lacking in smenities (no
shops for exsmple), and in wet weather the drainage was far from adequate,
resulting in lerge muddy petches. 1In & survey by the Ministry of Housing
and Locel Govermnment, 305 of those questioned (all women) w;re 'very
dissatisfied' with the Estete, 35¢ 'found it alright' whilst only 35%

; 1 . . .
were 'very satisfied.' This lack of attachment to place meant the

l. Ministry of Housing end Local Government. Survey of Housing at
Gloucester Street and Woodhouse, Sheffield. ZUnpublished). 1967,
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absence of a common bond which was an importent factor in enhancing
solidarity amongst the 0ld inhabitants. TFor the residents as a whole
on the post-war estates, and amongst those living on the privately devel-
oped roads, solidarity was weak.

In 1966, cless consciousness es such was not sufficiently strong to
engender a sense of solidarity smongst various sections of the population.
Though o0ld and new (especislly the young) inhebitents were distinguished
by different styles of life and attitudes, they were herdly further
divided by social class. As.xhentioned in the Section on 'Work,' differ—
ences in occupationsl status were relatively minor compared with the
earlier period. The great majority of homes in the local district were
equipped with the ssme 'essentials' such as telwisioh, wash_er and
'fridge, whilst a car { though often second-hand) was a quite ordinary
dométic possession. Virtuelly ell residents sent their children to
State schools. Even tﬁe sort of newspapers read showed the homf:geneity
of cultural attitudes. end reading tastes throughout the area.

. Percentage of Woodhouse households taking papers delivered or sold
by Woodhouse newsagents, early 1967 -

National dailies -

Daily Mirror 17% )
The Sun 9%

Daily Express 8%

Deily Mail . 35

Daily Sketch : 1%

Deily Telegraph 8%

The Guardien . 03%

Morning Star . i 02%

The Times ’ 13



Sunday papers -

News of the World

The People g;’é
Sunday Mirror 28%%
Sunday Express 5%
Sunday Times 1%
Observer 4%
Sunday Post 7
Sundsy Mail . 4

The only aépect of sociel class which, as to some extent in 1912,
drew some residents towerds each other wes the distinction between the
'respectable' end the 'rough' families. In the old village, there still
existed a feeling that the East end was one degree up the sociel scale
in relation to the VWest end, though doctors and social workers agreed
that the 'rough' families were now more scattered through the lc;cal
district es a whole, end, where they did congregate (for exemple, at
the bottom of Jobn Calvert Road, known locelly as !'Coronation Street'),
it was only in smell pockets. On the Badger Estate, the 'top ender;'
(811 having been on the Corporation's housing list for meny years) felt
themselves somewhat superior to the "Bottom enders! (tho'sce rehoused
from slum clearance areas)s 'They call fhe top Ponta Rosa and the
bottom Dodge Cityi ' remarked one resident. 'The bus drivers say the
bottom end is & shanty town,' and 'There's a definite line where it (the
rougher section) starts,! were other comments.  However, the sense of
solidarity that was engendered améngst those families who regarded them

selves as 'respectable' was very tenuous, any attachment to one another



6i1.

'peing mich more dependent on the existence of far stronger and more
basic common concerns.
Significance

If class consciousness did not greatly affect the sense of solid-
arity experienced by residents, it nevertheless added here and there to
their sense of significances. Amongst the well established Woodhouse
families differenc_e’s in social status still reflected the stratified
society of 1912. 'This is the posh part of Woodhouse,' stated one
old ledy.from a local district family of some standing with regard ‘to
the situation of her house; 'Those on the Badger,' she added, 'we
call common~or-garden.' As noted in the Section on 'Religion,' one
women from a mining family who regularly and informally met another,
who came originaily from a propertied Woodhouse family, still referred
to the latter by her surname. An old Woodhouse man who as a lay reader
took occasional services at the Anglican churches put certain residents
off because, as one said, 'We all knew him as the local butcher.' When,
in l96é s & young Woodhouse girl married the then Vicar it was felt by
many old people to be 'quite above her station.' Consequently an;ongst
those members of the top Woodhouse class, who came from or moved amongst
the older sectioné of the population, a sense of significence based on
sdcial standing in the local district was still evident.

More recent residents living in their own houses undoubtedly felt
themselves to be a step in fr;mt of ‘the majority of their contemporaries;
'Fancy living in a council housel' tactlessly remarked one such women

to her friend living on the Badger Estate. The owner—occupiers,
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especielly at the East end, were thus concerned and somewhat annoyed
by the building of the new estates nearby. 'Propeﬁ:y is losing its
value in Woodhouse; it'll be all estates soon', said one man about to
purchase his own house outside the local districts A more virulent
complaint appeared in the Press from a young mother: 'My eldest child
should start (school) after Eastef, but no. - For the first time,
children are being refused until after they are five (because of the
influx of residents on the new Badger Estate). We - this includes most
people in Goathland Roed (211 owner-occupiers) - have put up with a great
deal during theAtwo years in which the new estate was being built .....
The lorries bringing building materials used_ our road constantly, making
a great deal of noise and meking it more dangerous for our children to
playe As people who pay retes, the business of the school is ;lust about
the last straw.'l Although still evident, the sense of significance
experienced by residents owm.ng their own home had in Woodhouse tgken
certain knocks over the past year or two.

Even amongst a few council house tenants class distinction was in
evidences TFor example, one male resident of the Badger Estate, who had
a wide variety of interests and hobbies, felt himself to be in a differ-
ent category fron} meny of his neighbours. 'T think the working class
on‘the whole are bumsl' he stateds 'They can't see further then a pint
of beer and a bet on a horses Terribly negative and terrible snobs.
The working class and the Trade Union movement stink.' Significance
seemed to come here as much through disassociation from the mass as from

any very conscious associations with some other social class.

l. The Star. (Sheffield) 3/2/65.
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SUMMING UP

The population of Woodhouse, in 196v6 » Was very much less a unity
than in 1912. The influx of meny new residents into council houses
built since thg last war, especially onto the Badger Estate, the latest
and largest development of all, split residents into two major end
numerically fairly equal groups; the old people and their families,
born and/or bred in the local distriet, and the newcomers who had no
links at all with the Woodhouse of bygone days. Other overall groupings
were of very much less consequence. There was still a téndencj for
residents to gather around either public house and club or church,_ but
this division in itself now contributed very little towards giving
either side a sense of identity and produced very littlé rivaelry let
alone conflict.s The growmg homogeneity of sociasl class was in itself
little basis for drawing different sections of the population togefher,
"though there ﬁas some evidence of the emergence here and there of a
'respectable' group who saw themselves as épart from the 'rougher'
element. | |

Many 6f those features that had fostered a strong sense of solid~
arity thrbughout‘ the local district in 1912 had, inll96:5:, disappeared
or undergone considerable changes Formal contact between Woodhouse
organizations was just as infrequent as ever, whilst the great variety
of interests and activities evident amongst the population as a whole

merely pu.éhed the latter further and further out into the extended
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district and even beyond to satisfy their needs (Woodhouse having only
very limited resources compared with Sheffield), and rarely led to in-
creased interaction with fellow residents as such. Though living in
the same area, people consequently only got to know each other in only
a very limited number of roles.

The large informal commmnal gatherings of the earlier period had
virtually vanished, whilst the normel cycle of anmual events was in
itself in a state of flux (as with the moving of the Spring Benk Holiday
away from the Whitsuntide week—-end in 1967). The Church now had only
very limited coﬁtrol over the pattern of local district life even on
Sundayse With an increasing divisioxi of labour, involving women as well
as men, and the growing variety of leisure-time pursuits, there was no
longer, as in 1912 when mining dominated the scene, even. a majority of
residents whose daily and wéekly routine was similar. As a result
people fel‘t themselves to 'be far less in step with one another, and a
sense of corporate effort within Woodhouse as a whole was imi)ossible to
achieve.

Gossip was still widespread amongst older rééidents, and here and
there 2mongst young mothers, but the transmission of local news was far
less eff‘i;:ient and comprehensive than in 1912, False rumours sometimes
went uncorrected for weeks on ende  Reports in the South Yorkshire
Times were sparse, repetitive_r and mainly concerned with the activities
of the Woodhouse churches, as indeed were most of the other magazines

produced in the local district. With residents as a whole being far
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less well acquainted with one another's doings than in previous yesrs,
an overall sense of solidarity could no longer be maintaineds The

~ great increase in communication by letter and telephone meant less need
for residents to cultivate friendships within the local district; Many
inhabjitants met whilst travelling into the city by bus, train or car,
but such conversations that did occur tended to be mainly confined to
those already acquainted.

The survival of a strong sense of solidarity amongst old residents
was also made more difficult by the limited time for which most of those
with any respoﬁsibﬂity in the area had held their positions (meny in
fact lived outside the local district)s No symbolic figures prominent
throughout the whole population existed. Likewise there were no longer
eny 'characters' known well to all residents. Local séyings and ex-

‘pressions were slowly dying out, whilst attachment to Woodhouse as a
place was beiné literelly undermined by the demolition squads who oblit-
erated memories end left barrenness and ugliness in their wake. The
new development appesled neither aesthetically nor symbolically to most
residentse The sense of sharing a unique common heritage and belonging
to a place of which they were still proud remained intact therefore only
for the loyal natives of a Woodhouse of a different era.

Deapite so meny changes on the Woodhouse scene, the relatively
large muber of old residents as a whole still maintained a strong
sense of solidarity, fosteredrby acquaintance (often blood or merital

ties) over meny years In 1966, this section of the population not
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only exploited to the full what was left of those features of local
district life that had helped to draw the residents of 1912 together,
but were united in the face of the invasion of the local district by
successive waves of 'strangers;' although it would be misleading to
imply that there was eny menifest communal conflict between these two
groups; in certein circumstances, as in the public houses and clubs,
they mixed reasonsbly welle The newcomers as a group were, however, a
much less integrated group, infrequent contact with each other as resi-
~dents and a lack of interest in Woodhouse resulting in a weak sense of
solidarity. On the other hand, some welcomed this situation, with the
freedom end domestic privacy that anonymity brought.

The sense of significance experienced by residents was little
enhanced by the appearance of their names in the South Yorkshire Times,
the latter now being treatéd as a comparatively unimportant journal.
Minor class distinctions were evident amongst the older people who still
adhered in part to the norms of 1912, amongsf owner-occupier; who saw
themselves over ageinst the council house fenants and occesionally
amongst the latter themselvese These boosted certain inhabitants' sense
of significance to a moderate dééree.

Outside the local district, an ever incressing number of residents
found a good deal of solidarity and significence within particular
spheres of activity (see the previous Sections). This was especially
true of the newcomers who satisfied their communal needs as much in the

context of the extended as the local districte Beyond the extended
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district, modern methods of commmication (national newspapers, wire-
less and television in particular) meant that most inhabitants were

in almost continuous touch with national and international events.
Though, &s in 1912, any strong sense of solidarity evoked by current
affairs was short-lived, there was now far more awareness of belonging

to a world whose achievements and problems were increasingly part and

parcel of one's own life, often more real than those of one's fellow

residentse.
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10. CONCLUSION

As in the 'Conclusion' to the 1912 study, the purpose of this
'Conclusion' is to summarize the material set out in the preceding
Sections to make possible the testing of the two major hypotheses

referred to in the 'Introduction' to this thesis. These are :-

I. That over recent years notable changes have taken place in

the expression (through the social activities and relationships of
major categories of the population) and territorial focus (ie., those

geographical units which contain communel activities end relationships)

of community.

II. [That, despite these changes, a sense of community has not
diseppeared and, in some ceses, its intensity hes increased.

The testing of these two hypotheses will be undertaken by comparing

the 1966 situation with that existing in 1912 under the following

headings :~

Main categories of Woodhouse residents who experienced a2 sense
of community in similar ways (Hypotheses I and II)

Under this heading,‘ it will be possible to test whether there have

been any notable changes in the major categories of residents with a
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similar communal experience. If s0, one aspect of Hypothesis I will

be uphelde Such categories are of course relevant to Hypothesis IT

but in themselves do not prove or disprove it.

' The intensity (Hypothesis II) and expression (Hypothesis I) of

community sentiment experienced by these main categories of residents

Under this heading, it will be possible to test whether a sense of

comxmznity still exists for Woodhouse residents end whether, in some

cases, it is perhaps even more intense than in 1912. If so, then

Hypothesis IT will be substantiateds It will also be possible to test

whether there have been any notable changes in the communsl activities
(social activity) and/or relationships (socisal structure)_of residents.

If so, another espect of Hypothesis I will be upheld.

The geographical context of community as experienced by Woodhouse
residents (Hypothesis I) '

Under this heading, it will be possible to test whether there have

been eny notable changes in those geographical units which contain comm~

unal activities and relationships.

Hypothesis I mentioned above have been upheld, then Hypothesis I will be

‘substantiated.

If so, and if the other aspects of
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Main categories of Woodhouse residents who experienced

a sense of community in similar ways

The attempt to distinguish groups of inhabitants who experienced
a sense of community in broadly similar weys must be quelified, as in

the 1912 {Conclusion,' by the recognition that there were numerous

exceptions to the rule. None the less, such categories did emerge

and were notebly different from those which dominated the scene in the

earlier period.

Natives and newcomers.
One of the outstanding features of the population of Woodhouse in
1966 was the distinction between natives and newcomers. The natives
were those born and/or bred in Woodhouse, were mainly older residents,
lived generally in old private or rented houses, and found meny of their

-most important activities and relationships within the local district

itselfe The newcomers were those who had moved into Woodhouse mainly
since the building of the first post-war estate in 1955, were usually
younger residents often with small éhildren, were either owner occupiers
or lived in council sccommodation, and found es meny of their most im-
portant ac#ivities and relationships outside as inside the local district.

In 1966, the natives made up Jjust over half, and the newcomers Just under

half, of the adult population, though the balance was steadily swinging

in favour of the latteru‘
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The reasons for and consequences of the emergence of these two
distinct categories of residents have already been discussed at some

length, especially in the Sections on 'Woodhouse 1966' and 'Other

Aspects of Woodhouse Life.! Here it must suffice to reiterate that,

despite the considerable influx of new residents into Woodhouse in the

latter half of the 19th Century, the situation in 1912 and in 1966 were

very differente In 1912, the more recent arrivels had been coming in

steadily over several decades and had brought a style of life not fund-

smentally different from that pursued by meny of the well established

residents (especielly outside the top cless)s Furthermore, since at

leest 1900, the movement into the local district has slowed considereably,
and, by 1912, 0ld end new inhabitants had become fairly well integrated.
In 1966, on the other hand, the newcomers were very much products of

the post-war era, one strikingly different from that so familiar to older

residents and thus to the large majority of natives. Since 1955, new-

comers had flooded in, the largest influx in fact occurring in the years

1964 end 1965. Far from integration taking place, serious conflict

was only avoided by a taecit understanding that each should live end let
In 1966,

live, the natives going their way and the newcomers theirs.
€

therefore, unlike 1912, there existed two categories of residents be~

longing virtually to two different worlds.



652.

Age
In 1966, the criterion of ege divided the population of Woodhouse

into four main categories (as opposed to two in 1912) each experiencing

a gense of community in a fairly distinctive menner.
The youngest age category was that containing all children up to

the age of 15 (as against 13 in 1912), when the majority left school.

However, it must be emphasized thet meny of the older children were very

much participants in the 'teenage culture of the day and had been givenb

considerable freedom from the direct control of parents.

At 15 (end as noted in some cases several years before), a dist-

inctive category of young people, much less evident in 1912, emerged,
end stretched up to the age of 21 or to the age of merriasge (though

serious courtship could virtuslly end this period) whichever was earlier.

This category of young people was distinguished by several important

features not present in 1912, One wes considerable economic and social

independence of the home, young people keeping most of what they earned
for themselves and having 'the key of the door' well before adulthood (see

the Section on 'Family and Neighbours').  Another was their orientation

towards the new 'teenage society, with its own peculisr fashions and
habits, on the one hand, and towards the peer group on the other. The

latter was usually divided into two fairly distinctive groups, the larger

group of acquaintances (formelly or informelly structured according to

the interests being pursued) with which young people essociated on a more
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general level, and the small, tight group (often consisting of no more
than four young people normally of the same sex) who were particular
friends (see the Section on 'Leisure').

The age category of adults, as defined in this thesis, was in
1966 similar to that existing in 1912, except that in the more recent
period is ended at a definite time, that when adults became old age
pensioners.

In 1966‘, another new category of communal note, that of old
_ge_o_ﬁlﬁ, had eppeared. Owing to formal retirement on a pension, norm-
ally for women at 6‘O and for men at 65, and to longer life expectation
which often gave pensioners 20 or more years of active living after
retirement, the old people of Woodhouse became a quite distinctive
communal grouping with s perticular life-style of their own (see the
Sections on 'Health and Welfare,' 'Religion,' and 'Family and Neigh-
bours').
| As mentioned before, the categories of ‘natives and newcomers
overlapped the age categories sbove, the younger residents tending to

be newcomers and the older residents natives.

Sex ‘

In 1966, sex to some extent still divided the population of Wood-

house into distinct communal groupings, but nothing like so rigidly as

in 1912. ’
Boys and girls now mixed and played together, at school, in
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recreational organizations, at church, and on their own, much more

freely then at the beginning of the Century.
In the adult world, Woodhouse men and women now met and mingled,

especially outside the home, far more frequently than in 1912. Here

the greatest change was the entry of Woodhouse women, prior to the
sppearance of a family and after the family were all at school (though

sometimes well before this), into the previously male dominated spheres

of work and leisure (see the appropriate Sections). Positions of resp-

onsibility, however, were still largely in the hands of men (this also
vbeing the case, though to a lesser extent, in the sphere of religion).
Women at this time also belonged to numerous groups of a recreational
and/or reliéious nature, specifically catering for their own interests

and tastes, which were often run entirely by themselves, a situation

not common in 1912. The other big change was the much more active part

now played by men in domestic affairs, either in looking efter the chila-
ren and undertaking household tasks, or in spending a good deal of time
maintsining the housé (though to a much lesser extent the garden) in
good condition (see the Section on 'Femily and Neighbours')- The sex .
division amongst edults was thus less clearly drawn in 1966 than in 1912,
though there still remeined distinctive patterns of c;mmmal life pursued .

by men and women, even when the latter went out to work (see the

3

Section on 'Work').
In case of old people, sex distinctions were of little communal

importance in domestic affairs though, outside the home, 0ld people's
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orgenizations tended to be dominated by members of either one sex

or the other (see the Sections on 'Health and Welfare,' and

'Religion').

Sociel Class
Social cless as a criterion of distinct communal categories was

of less note in 1966 then in 1912. By 1966, the top Woodhouse class,

quite distinctive and notable in 1912, had as such virtually lost its
identity. Amongst the rest of the population, the intermediate and
working classes found in the Woodhouse of the earlier period had merged

into one homogeneous group, in the 1966 study called the working class.

Residents were now distinguished largely by whether their occupetions

and the initiative they were able to exercise at work placed them in the

independent or dependent section of this class (see the Section on

'Woz_'k') s but no notable commmal groupings besed on class distinctions

as such emerged.

The above enalysis shows that, with regard to the main categories

of Woodhouse residents who experienced a sense of community in similer

ways, two very importent new groupings, those of natives and newcomers,

had appeared on the scene since 1912. Furthermore, in connection with

the criteria of age, the‘maJor -categories of young people and old people

had emerged by 1966.



656.

Thus, because community sentiment was expressed through a number

of different categories of residents in 1966 as compared with 1912,

an importent step towards verifying one aspect of Hypothesis I (namely

that notable changes have taken place in the expression of community

sentiment) has here been taken.
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The intensity and expression of commmity sentiment

experienced by these main categories of residents

The sumary and analysis below is set out along the same lines

as those followed in the 1912 'Conclusioh.' However, efter each of

the main categories of residents dealt with in this way, a further

comment is added assessing whether the intensity of commnity sentiment

in 1966 was similar to, weeker or stronger then in 1912, Changes in

the expression of community sentiment, not quite so systematically

dealt with here, ere summarized in a final paragraph.

(The particular Sections wherein reference is made to the essential

elements of community sentiment, namely solidarity and significance,

mentioned below are noted in brackets.)

Children

1l. Solidarity and significance
Solidarity

Very stron:

Within the immediate femily ('Femily and Neighbours').
Between children (natives) and grandparents living in the local

district ('Femily and Neighbours').

Amongst small groups of children of similer age living nearby,

but by no means necessarily in the same precinct (*Femily end

Neighbours') .
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Amongst small groups of children of similer age within the

same class at school ('Education').

Amongst children at selective (1l+) schools at the level of the
class ('Education').
Strong

Amongst children at the Infant and Junior Schools at the level

of the class ('Education').

, Between children and teachers at the Infant, Junior and Grammar
'Schools ('Education').

Between children (newcomers) and grandpsrents ('Family and
Neighbours').

Between children (natives) and members of the extended family

living in the local district ('Family and Neighbours').

Amongst children at Grammar Schools at the level of the school as

a whole ('Education').

Amongst children regularly attending activities run by the
&

churches (Religion').

Moderate
Between children and teachers at the Secondary Modern, Compreherisive

and Technicsl Schools ('Education').
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Between children (natives) and adult neighbours living in the

same precinct ('Femily and Neighbours').

Amongst children regularly attending the activities of the

Badger Community Association ('Leisure’).

Amongst children at Junior, Secondary Modern, Comprehensive and

Technical Schools at the level of the school as a whole ('Education').

Weak

Amongst children at the Infant Schools at the level of the school
as a whole ('Education').

Between children (newcomers) and members of the extended femily
('Femily and Neighbours'). '

Between children (newcomers) end adult neighbours living in the
same precinct ('Family end Neighbours'). '
Significance

Very strong |
Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours').

For those prominent within small groups of friends of similar age,

especially through informal activities and roles ('Leisure').

For those at Grammar Schools ('Education').
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Strong
For those at Infant, Junior, Comprehensive and Technical

Schools ('Education').

For those attaining the limelight through activities sponsored

by the churches ('Religion').

Moderate

For those at Secondary Modern School ('Education').

2¢ Community sentiment

Very stro )
Within the immediate family. Grandpasrents living within the
local district were regarded by the children of natives in particuler

as virtually members of their own immediate family.

Amongst small groups of children of similar age living nearby,

but by no means necessarily in the same precinct.

Amongst smsll groups of children of similar age within the same

"class at school.

Amongst children at Grammar Schools at the level of the class

and the school as a whole.

Amongst children at Comprehensive and Technical Schools at the

level of the classe
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Strong
Amongst children at the Infant, Junior and Secondary Modern

Schools at the level of the class.

Between children and teachers at the Infant, Junior and Gremmar

Schools.

Between the children of newcomers and grandparents.

Between the children of natives and members of the extended

family living in the local district.

Amongst children involved in activities run by the churches.

Amongst children et the Junior, Comprehensive and Technical

Schools at the level of the school.

Moderate

Between children and teachers at the Technical, Comprehensive

and Secondary Modern Schools.

Between the children of natives and adult neighbours living in

the same precinct.
. L

Amongst children involved in the activities of the Bedger

Community Association. .

Amongst children at Infant and Secondary Modern Schools at the

level of the school.
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Wesk
Between the children of newcomers and members of the extended

family.
Between the children of newcomers and adult neighbours living in

the same precinct.

Community sentiment in 1966 compared with 1912

Similar
In 1966, as in 1912, children still experienced a very strong

sense of community within the immediate family, though imporfant

chenges had taken place in the social activities end structure of the

latter (see the Section on 'Femily and Neighbours')e.  Commumity

sentiment also remsained very strong amongst small groups of children
of similar age, though not so much as in 1912 of the ssme sex, notably

when they were in the same class at school or lived nearby, but not

necessarily in the sasme precinct. In 1966, it was not quite so common

to find children in one group, say in the seme class at school, meeting
very frequently with each other in different circumstances, say in play

groups near their home or at church. Children at Grammer Schools, at

the level of the class and of the school as a whole, experienced a very

strong sense of commmnity, as did children at the Woodhouse Secondary
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School at both these levels in 1912. Children of natives, though

not of newcomers (see below), retained strong communal ties with
members of the extended family, many of whom lived in the local district.
Activities organized by the Woodhouse churches still gave children

involved, though far fewer than in 1912, a strong sense of community.

Wesker
In 1966, the children of newcomers possessed less sense of commnity

in relation to members of the extended family (week as against strong),

including grandperents (strong as egeinst very strong), than did children

as & whole in the Woodhouse of 1912. By 1966, communal ties with adults

living in the same precinct, which in 1912 had been strong for most
children (though moderate for those from the top class), had weakened

and become moderate in strength for the children of natives end weak for

thé children of newcomers. The very strong sense of community which had

in 1912 existed emongst children end their teachers at the Woodhouse
Secondary School was not quite matched enywhere in 1966, even in the
Gremmar School&, though it must iae remembered that the Secondary School
at the begihning of the Century was a peculiarly pioneering and close-
knit institution (see the Section on ~'Education' in the 1912 csse-study).
The moderafe sense of community felt by Woodhouse childr;en in 1912 as
young c;itizens of the Mother Country of the British Empire as such had
disappeared by 1966, but children to some extent now shared the wider -

sense of citizenship experienced hy ell residents (see below under 'All
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residents'). Certain activities engendering a strong sense of
commmity for children in the esrlier era, such as those arrenged
by the Friendly Societies and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co~operative
Society, as well as the fiJ.m shows at the old Central Hall (where a

moderate degree of commmity sentiment was in evidence), had dis-

appeared by 1966.

Stronger
The outstanding increase in the strength of community sentiment

with regard to children came in relation to their life at school
(excluding the Secondary School of 1912 and its equivelent, the Gremmar

Schools of 1966, mentioned above), which was now much fuller, freer

and more veried than in 1912, At the level of the class, children

of Elementary School age who in 1912 experienced a moderate sense of
commnity, in 1966 found a strong sense of commmnity at the Infaé_t,
Junior end Secondary Modern Schools, and & very strong sense of commr
unity at the Comprehensive and Technical Schools. At the level of
the school as & whole, commnity sentiment which was weak amongst
children of Elementery School age in 1912, was in 1966 moderate for
those at the infant and Secondary Modern Schools end strong for those
at the Junior, Comprehensive and Technical Schools. Communal ties
between children and teachers had likewise increased from weak, emongst
Elementary School children in 1912, to moderate at the Comprehensive,

Technical and Secondery Schools end strong at the Infant, Junior and
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Grammar Schools in 1966. In 1966, children were participating in

certain recreational and sporting activities orgenized by the new

Badger Community Association and finding therein a moderate sense of

community.

-~
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Young People

(Community sentiment experienced by young people within the sphere
of education is included under 'Children,' end within the sphere of

work is included under 'Women' and 'Men.').

l. Solidarity and significence

Solidarity

Very strong
‘ Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours').
Amongst very smell numbers (often pairs or foursomes) of the
same sex ('Leisure').
Amongst young people regularly perticipating in activities organ-
ized by the churches ('Religion'). ’

Strong
Amongst young people meeting frequently and informally in the

discotheque, the coffee bar or on the streets within the local district

L3

('Leisure').

Amongst young people participating regularly in activities

sponsored by commercial entertainment snd recreational centres in the

extended district ('Leisure').
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Moderate
Between young people (natives) and members of the extended family

living in the local district ('Family end Neighbours').

Between young people (natives) and adult neighbours living in the

same precinct ('Femily and Neighbours').

Amongst young people in general as participents in the 'teensge
world and culture ('Leisure’).

We

Between young people (newcomers) and members of the extended family
('Family and Neighbours'). | '

Between young people (newcomers) and adult neighbours living in

the seme precinct ('Family and Neighbours').

Significence

Strong
Within the immediate family ('Family snd Neighbours').

. | :
For those prominent within small groups of friends, especially

through informal activities and roles ('Leisure’).

For those attaining the limelight through organized activities
sponsored by such bodies as the churches ('Religion'), and commercisl

entertainment end recreational centres in the extended district ('Leisure!). -
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2o Community sentiment

Very strong
Within the immediate family.

Amongst very smell numbers (often psirs or fouréomes) of the

same 8eXe
Amongst young people very much involved in activities organized

by the churches.

Strong

Amongst young people meeting frequently and informelly in the

discotheque, the coffee bar or on the streets within the local district.

Amongst young people involved in activities sponsored by commercial

entertainment_; and recreational centres in the extended district.

Moderate
Between young people (natives) and members of the extended family

living in the local district.
' L3
Between young people (natives) and adult neighbours living in the
same precinct.

Amongst young people in general as perticipents in the 'teenage’

world and culture.
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Weak
Between young people (newcomers) and members of the extended

family.
Between young people (newcomers) and adult neighbours living

in the same precinct.

Community sentiment in 1966 compered with 1912

It is rather difficult to meke comparisons between the young

people of 1966 end those of 1912 insofar &s in the earlier era young

people did not form a separate commmal category. Problems of compar—

ison also arise because in certain cases it has been necessery to group

young people with children (as when considering education) or with

edults (ss when discussing work). Here, therefore, attention is

focused on those activities end relationships which are particularly
" characteristic of young people as a distinct communal grouping (the

spheres of'work, government, health and welfare, and education thus

being excluded).

Similar
Young people in 1966 still retsined a very strong sense of commun~

ity in relation to the immediate femily, though they were now much less

!
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dependent on the latter in meny ways then in 1912 (see the Section on

'Femily end Neighbours'). A very strong sense of conmmity, as in

1912, was elso still evident amongst young people, though now fewer,

involved in activities run by the churches.

Wesker
The strong ties that once existed between young people and members
of the extended family, had by 1966 for natives become moderately

strong, end f£or newcomers weak. Meanwhile, the strong communal links

that in 1912 drew young people end adult neighbours together had, by

1966, also declined to moderate for natives and weak for newcomerse

Strongsr

In 1966, the most noteble increase in community sentiment amongst

young people came in relation to their peers. The new economic and

social freedom enjoyed by maeny of this age now gave them full scope to
participate in the lively world of the 'teenage culture (throughout
which at least a moderate sense of community existed), fashioned in

particular by the mass media and offered through commercial entertain-

ment (see the Section on 'Leisure'). Very strong commmnity sentiment

developed especially amongst small groups of young people of the same
sex who often spent a great deal of their leisure time together, whilst
amongst larger groups of young people of both sexes, who met informally
within the local district or at places of entertainment in the city, a

strong sense of commmity was evident.
/
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Women
1. Solidarity end significance
Solidarity

Very strong
Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours').

Amongst those regularly participating in the generel life of

the churches ('Religion').

Strong
Amongst women (natives) es neighbours living in the same precinct

('Femily and Neighbours').

Amongst women (newcomers) and particular friends living nesrby
('Family and Neighbours').
'Health and Welfare').

For women at work ('Work,' 'Education,®

smongst those participating regularly in particular orgenizations
or groups associated with the churches ('Religion'), the public houses
. t
end clubs ('Leisure'), and the bingo halls, the latter in the extended

district ('Leisure').
Between women (natives) and members of the extended family

(*Family and Neighbours').
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Moderate

Amongst women (newcomers) as mneighbours living in the same

precinct ('Family and Neighbours').

Amongst those regularly participating in the ectivities organized

by the Badger Community Association ('Leisure').

Weak

Between women (newcomers) and members of the extended family

('Family end Neighbours').

Significance

Ve stro

Within the immediate family (*Family and Neighbours')e

For one or two very active, on a voluntaery basis, and well known

in the locel district as nurses ('Health and Welfare').

For & few at work whose occupations placed them in the top class

('Work')-

t
For those very active end very prominent in the general life of

the churches ('Religion'). .

Strong

For most at work whose occupations placed them in the top class

('"Work') .
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For those at work whose occupations placed them in the independent

working class ('Work!').

For those active and prominent in particular organizations or

groups essocieted with the churches ('Religion'), or the public

houses and clubs ('Leisure').

Moderate
For those at work whose occupations placed them in the dependent

working class (the majority of women) ('Work').

For those with a reputation for readily offering neighbourly

help to others living in the same precinct or nearby ('Family and

Neighbours').

2. Community sentiment

Very strong
Within the immediate femily.

For one of two very active in the local district as:voluntary
nurses, and very well known by older residents, especially amongst
those whom they servede. ‘

For a few women at work whose occupations placed them in the‘ top

class of residentse.

Amongst women involved in the genéral life of the churches.
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Strong
Amongst women (natives) as neighbours living in the seme

precincte
Amongst women ( newcomers) and perticular friends living nearby.
For women as a whole at work.

Amongst those involved in particular organizations or groups
associated with the churches, the public houses and clubs, and the

bingo halls, the latter in the extended district.
Between women (natives) snd members of the extended familye

Moderate
Amongst women (newcomers) as neighbours living in the same

precincte.

Amongst those involved in the activities organized by the Badger

Commnity Association.

Neak L ¢

Between women (newcomers) and members of the extended family.

3
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Community sentiment in 1966 compared with 1912

Similar
The pattern of women's communal activities and relationships

was very different in the Woodhouse of 1966 from that which existed

in 1912. Nevertheless, the immediate family still took pride of

place and a very strong sense of community was experienced by women

therein. Interest in the children was as keen as ever, in housework

as such rather less than in 1912, though in the appearance and furnish-
ing'of the home rather more, especially amongst the younger residents.
A’ very strong sense of community was still found in their work by the
one or two women who undertook voluntary nursing in .the local district.
Quite a number of Woodhouse women, though mainly natives, continued to
experience a very strong sense of commmity where considerably involved
in the general life of the churches, and a strong sense of community

where mainly associated with particular activities sponsored by the

churchese In 1966, women who were natives of Woodhouse still maintained

strong communal links with members of the extended family, the latter

often living in the local district.

Weaker
Community sentiment had declined for women notably in relation to

neighbourse. The large ma,jor:_’.ty of women in 1912 (the top and independent

intermediate clssses generally excepted) had found a very strong sense
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of commnity within the precinct. In 1966, however, this sentiment

had declined to strong for the natives and moderate for the newcomers.
The latter in addition only maintained weak communal ties in the modern

period with members of the extended femily, in 1912 such ties for women

in general having been stronge A number of activities engendering a

strong sense of commumnity in 1912 (such as those sponsored by the
Handsworth Woodhouse Co~operative Society, various political associations
. and sports clubs) in which Woodhouse women, meinly from the top and
independent intermediate classeé s were active, had disappeared altogether.

Other non-domestic pastimes had appeared, however, as mentioned below.

- Stronger

A sense of community for women had over the years increased most
notably outside the home, especially in the spheres of work snd leisure.
In 1966, the former engendered a strong sense of community for the meny

(see the Section on 'Work') involved, and even a very strong sentiment

for & few from the top Woodhouse class. In 1966, women of every social

class were alsb very much freer than in 1912 to participate in leisure

time activities, often with those of the seme sex. A strong sense of

commnity was now enjoyed in groups associated with the ppblic houses
and clubs, end in the company of fellow bingo enthusiasts. The new

Badger Community Association also provided a number of women on that
Estate with a communal grouping of Memte importances Newcomers,

though as noted not necessarily establishing close ties with neighbours,

often did so with particular friends living neerby.

i
i
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Men
l. Solidarity and significance

Solidarity

Very stro
Most within the immediate femily ('Family and Neighbours').

Amongst those regularly participating in the general life of

the churches ('Religiocn').

Amongst small groups regularly participating in the general life

of the public houses and clubs ('Leisure'}.

Strong
Amongst those working regularly together in situations where

emple opportunity for interaction existed ('Work').

Amongst miners working regulerly together in small teams or

- groups ('Work'j.

Amongst those working within various professional groups (twork,*

'Education')s - ’ ’
For those regularly participating in the activities of the Royal

Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes ('Health and Welfare').

Amongst those participating regularly in particular orgenizations

or groups associated with the churches ('Reiigion') » or the public
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houses and clubs ('Leisure').

Amongst those regularly going 'f.ogether to watch football matches

in the extended district ('Leisure').

Moderate
For a few men, meinly from the dependent working class, within

the immediate family ('Family end Neighbours').

Between men (natives) and members of the extended family
('Femily and Neighbours').

Between men (natives) and neighbours living in the same precinct

(*Family and Neighbours').

Amongst those working regularly together in situations where

only limited opportunity for interaction existed ('Work').

For those participating in recreational pursuits of a specialized

_ nature (choir, golf élub, dencing cless, etc.) in the extended district

('Leisure').

For a few regularly attending the betting shops ('Leisure').

Weak
Between men (newcomers) and members of the extended family
(*Family and Neighbours').

Between men (newcomers) and neighbours living in the same precinct

(*Family and Neighbours').

€
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Amongst miners in general ('Work!).
Amongst local district tradesmen in general ('Work').

Amongst local district members of the Brightside and Carbrook

Co~operative Society (which had teken over the old Handsworth Woodhouse

Society) ('Work').

Significance

Very strong

For a few whose occupations placed them in the top class
(twork!).

For those very‘ active and very prominent in the general life
of the churches ('Religion'), or the public houses and clubs
('Leisure').

" Strong
For most within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours').

For most whose oécupatiohs placed them in the top cless ('Work'). ¢
For those whose occupations placed them in the independent
working class ('Work')e

For those active and prominent in the campaign egainst the

Sheffield Corporation for fair treatment and better smenities for

residents (*Government') e«
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For those active and prominent in particular organizations or

groups associated with the churches ('Religion'), or the public

houses end clubs ('Leisure'), and in such bodies as the Royal

Antediluvien Order of Buffaloes ('Health and Welfare').

For those successful in sporting orgenizations ('Leisure,’

'Religion'), end gembling pursuits ('Leisure'),

Moderate
For a few, meinly from the dependent working class, within the

immediate family ('Femily and Neighbours').

For those whose occupations placed them in the dependent working

class ('Work').

2e Community sentiment

Very stro
For most men within the immediate family.

For a few men whose occupations placed them in the top class.

Amongst those involved in the general life of the churches.

Amongst those associated with small groups involved in the

general life of the public houses or clubs.

Strong
For most men whose occupations placed them inA the top class.

i
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For those whose occupations placed them in the independent

working class.

Amongst miners working regularly together in small teams or

groups.

Amongat those involved in the activities of the Royal Antediluvian

Order of Buffaloes.

For those men actively involved in the campaign against the
Sheffield Corporation for fair treatment and better amenities for

residents.

Amongst those involved in pasrticular orgenizations or groups

associated with the churches, public houses or clubs.
Amongst those involved in sporting orgenizations.

Amongst those regularly going together to watch football matches

_in the extended district.

Moderate
For a few men, mainly from the dependent working class, within

the immediate family.

For those men whose occupations placed them in the dependent

working class.
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Between men (natives) and members of the extended family.

Between men (natives) and neighbours living in the seme

precinct.

For those involved in recreational pursuits of a specielized

nature in the extended district.

For a few regularly attending the betting shops.

Weak
For men (newcomers) end members of the extended family.

For men (newcomers) and neighbours living in the same precinct.

Amongst miners in general.
Amongst locel district tradesmen in general.

Amongst local district members of the Brightside and Carbrook

Co~operative Society.

Community sentiment in 1966 compared with 1912

Similar | .
‘In 1966, the very strong sense of commmity experienced by most

Woodhouse men within the immediate family was similarly evident amongst

men of the top class and independent intenhediate class in 1912 (for
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the case of men belonging to the dependent intermediate class and
working class in 1912, see below). There still remained in 1966,

a3 in the earlier years of the Century, & number of men, mainly from
the lower end of the socisl scale, who found only a moderate sense of
commmnity within the home. Community sentiment remsined strong in
1966' for those men, meny fewer than in 1912, considersbly involved in
the general life of the churchés, or associated with smsller groupings
very active in the general life of the public houses or clubs. For
those whose occupstions in 1966 placed them in the independent working
cless (in some ways akin to the intermediste cless of 1912) commnity
sentiment was still strong, whilst for those whose occupétions placed
them in the dependent working clsss of 1966 (in some ways akin to the
wprking or lower class of 1912) community sentiment remsined moderate
in strengthe As in 1912, a strong sense of commmity was in 1966 found
amongst those involved in particular activities associated with the
churches, public, hoﬁses s clubs, and amongst those participating in
sporting orgenizations, or going together into the city to watch football.
The Antediluvien Order of Buffaloes now engendered a strong sense of
f:oumunity emongst its members aé did the Friendly Societies of the
earlier period, but the latter catered for far more members (see the
' Section on 'Health and Welfsre') than was the case in 1966. For men
born and bred in Woodhouse ties with members of the extended femily,
meny of whom still lived locally, were as at the beginning of the

Century moderately sironge The moderate sense of community evident
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in 1912 between most men and their neighbours living in the same
precinct (it had in fact been a wesk sentiment for men in the top
and intermediate clesses) atill existed in 1966 for men who were

natives of Woodhouse.

Wesker
1966 saw the sphere of work providing certain sections of the

male population of Woodhouse with rather less sense of community than

in 1912. This wss the case for most men whose occupations placed them
in the top class in 19667 (commmnity sentiment here having declined

from very strong.to strong), though & few did still retain a very strong
sense of commmnity. The very strong sense of commmnity enjoyed in 1912
by small teams or groups of mix;xers had in 1966 decreased to strong,
whilst community sentiment amongst miners es a whole was now weak,
compered with moderate in the earlier period. The strong sense of
community found emongat Woodhouse railweymen, who in 1912 formed a
fairly distinct group within the local district, was Ey 1966 of moderate
'strength. (There was less opportunity in the modern period for men

as a whole to strengthen their sense of community through being appreci~
ated by their fgllows as hard and conscientious workers.) The trades-
men of Woodhouse now possessed very little in common, whilst local {
district residents who were members of the Co~operative Society took

virtually'no interest in its affairs (in both cesés community sentiment

having declined from strong in 1912 to weak in 1966). Genbling es such
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hed lost something of its informslity and zest, by 1966 being almost
completely absorbed into the official activities of public house and

club, etc. The only place where men experienced & sense of community

specifically associated with a separate gambling organization was in

the locel betting shops where commnity sentiment wes moderate (compared

with strong in the informal groupings of 1912). Links between new-

comers and members of the extended family, as well as with neighbours

living in the same precinct, were in 1966 weak, as against moderate for

most men of the 1912 era. Certain interests and activities pursued by

men which in 1912 had offered e sense of community had now diseppesred

altogether. These were notably, service with the Handsworth Urban

District Council and participation in the Prize Band (which both gave
a very strong sense of community), membership of the Ambulence Classes,
end of local district political associations end recreational groups

not linked with the churches or licensed establishments (which all gave

a strong sense of cozmmmity). Nor were there now in evidence many

Woodhouse ‘characters' who, as in 1912, found a strong sense of community

within their own circle of friends and acquainteances.

Stronger
In 1966 as compared with 1912, one of the most notable changes
in the sense of community experienced by Woodhouse men was evident

within the immediete family. Here, in the earlier period, community

sentiment for men from the dependent intermediate class and working

class (the majority of the male population) waes strong; in 1966, it
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was for most men of whatever social class, and especially the new~
comers, very strong (for the reasons for this see the Section on
'Family end Neighbours')s. In 1966, a number of men actively involved
in fighting to obtein better treatment and amenities from the
Sheffield Corporation found a strong sense of community amongst those
of like mind. By 1966, certain recreational pursuits of a more
specialized nsture had eppeared, mainly in the city, and Woodhouse
men perticipating in them discovered therein a moderate sense of comm—

unity.
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014 People

(Those experiencing commnity sentiment other then in ways

mentioned below are included under 'Women,' 'Men,' and 'All

residents.')

1. Solidarity and significance

Solidarity

Strong ,
Amongst 0ld people living as neighbours in the same precinct

(*Family end Neighbours').

Amongst old people regulaerly participating in clubs for the
aged sponsored by the churches ('Religion', end by the National

Federstion of 014 Age Pensioners ('Health and Welfare').

Significance

s trong

For those active and prominent in the clubs for the aged spon-
sored by the churches ('Religion'), and by the Nationsl Federation

of 013 Age Pensioners ('Health and Welfare').
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2e Community sentiment

Strong
Amongst old people living as neighbours in the same precinct.

For those involved in the clubs for the aged sponsored by the

churches and by the National Federation of 0ld Age Pensioners.

Community sentiment in 1966 compared with 1912

The major difference between the 1912 and 1966 situation was
that, in the latter period, o0ld people existed as a distinct commnal
category. Not only were they participents in group activities
organized specifically for, and indeed by, themselves, but they were
also prominent amongst those residents described as natives (and
thus with a communal experience often distinet from newcomers) in the

preceding comments on !Women,' 'Men,' and 1411 residents.!

Similar
In 1966, the majority of old people were natives and thus their *
commmnal experience was in many ways (noted in connection with

'Women,‘ *Men,' and 'All residents!') akih to that of adult residents

in fhe 1912 erae.
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Weaker

See the comments with regerd to natives under 'Women,'

'Men, !
and 'All residents.’

Stronger

In 1966, old Vicodhouse men experienced a strong sense of commr
unity in relation to neighbours‘ living in the seme precinct, as against

a moderately strong sentiment for most gdult meles in the earlier

periods In 1966, o0ld people also enjoyed a strong sense of community

within activities, often attended by fairly large numbers, though
ususlly one or other sex was dominent in the meeting, specislly organ-

ized for them by the National Federation of 0ld Age Pensioners and
especially by the churches.
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All residents

1. Solidarity and significance

Solidarity

Strong

Amongst residents'(nativgs) as residents, due to such factors
as knowledge and appreciation of the history of Voodhouse and a
prized common heritage, the remeins of symbolic place, length of
residence and one or two synbolic people, the size of the native
population, a good deal of inter-marriage, a similar tempo of life
for older people, the availability of news about fellow natives,
frequent contact with other natives on a variety of occasions, etc.
('Woodhouse 1966,! 'Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life,' the opening

part of this 'Conclusion,' etcs).

Amongst those residents (natives) regularly shopping in the

locel district ('Work').

Amongst those residents (natives) opposing the Sheffield Corpor—

ation's Compulsory Order, and amongst those (newcomers) fighting for

better smenities on the new Badger Estate ('Government'). !

As British end often world citizens frequently sharing (through
' the mass media), and at times almost personally involved in, the

fortunes end experiences of their fellow men ('Other Aspects of

Woodhouse Life').
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For a few residents in relation to their domestic pets

('Femily and Neighbours').

For a brief time amongst those perticipating in the 1966

general election ('Covernment').

Weak
Amongst those perticipating in the Feast ('Leisure').

Amongst a few residents (newcomers) shopping regularly in the

local district ('Work').

Amongst residents (new;:omers) as residents, due to such factors
as the dependence of Woodhouse on Sheffield, lack of knowledge and
appreciation of the history of Woodhouse, no sense of symbolic place,
a short period of residence, very little inter-marrisge, different
weekly routines and lack of important communal occasions for residents
as a whole, little news about and infrequent contact with fellow
residents, ete. ('Woodhouse 1966,' 'Other Aspects of Woodhouse

Life,' the opening part of this 'Conclusion,' etc.).

Significence

Moderate
For a few (natives) still recognized as members of the old (1912)

top class ('Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life').
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living in better class council houses ('Other Aspects of Voodhouse

Life').

2. Community sentiment

Strong
Amongst residents (natives) as residents.

Amongst residents (natives) _regularly shopping in the local

district.

Amongst residents (natives) opposing Sheffield Corporation's

plans for Woodhouse, and those (newcomers) fighting for better

smenities.
For residents as British and often world citizens.

For a few residents in relation to their domestic pets.

Moderate
For a few (natives) still recognized as members of the old

(1912) top classe

Wesk (end often very weak)

Amongst those perticipating in the 1966 general election.

<

Amongst those participating in the Feast.
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For a few owner occupiers as such, and for a few residents

living in better class council houses.

Amongst a few residents (newcomers) shopping regularly in the

locsal district.

Amongst residents (newcomers) as residents.

Community sentiment in 1912 compared with 1966

Similer
In 1966, the commnal experience of residents born and bred in

Woodhouse was notably similar to that existing amongst the population
as a whole in 1912, a strong sense of community being evident in both
yearse Even shopping in the local district (though the lerge Saturday
concourse of the earlier period had gone) still helped to maintain
strong communsl bonds for natives, as in 1912, The old (1912) Wood~
house top class, though much depleted, were still»sufficiently aware
'of themselves to retain, aé in 1912, a moderate sense of commnity. .
Strong communal sentiment which arose in 1912 out of residents' aware-
ness of their being citizens of the Mother Couptry of the British
Empire had now developed into a still strong but less nationalistic

sentiment derived from a much greater consciousness of world citizen-

ship.
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Weaker

The most notable decline in the strength of community sentiment
over the years occurred with regard to the experience of residents as
a whole in 1912 (strong) compared with that of newcomers in 1966 (weak).
This decrease in sense of commmnity was evident in many respects noted
earlier, as well as in connection with those shopﬁing in Woodhouse
(strong in 1912 as against weak for newcomers in 1966). By 1966, the
great communal events of thé earlier period were no longer of much
importance, the Feast for example now engendering only a weak sense of
community for participents as against strong in 1912. No specisal
events, such as those referred to in 1912 » Were in 1966 communal
functions for Woodhouse residents as such, the genersl election of that

year producing only a week and diffuse sense of community.

Stronger

1966v sew the emergence of very few activities and relationships
which increased a sense of commnity aﬁongst residents in general.
Quite a number of inhabitants were involved in protesting to the Cor-
poration about one thing or another (see the Section on ' Government'),
and a strong sense of community was engendered, though mainly for
natives end hewcoiners as separate groups. Domestic pets which were not
perticularly common or popular in 1912 were, in 1966, mch more in evi-
dence and community sentiment was often strong for the owners. 1In

1966, owner occupiers as such and those living in better cless council
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houses had respectively certain things in common, but a sense of

community as such can hardly be said to have existeds The same was

the cese for those using a Woodhouse institution built since 1912,
the Woodhouse Librarye.
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Changes in the expression (es distinguished from
those in the intensity) of commnity sentiment

In the case of children, certain activities of communel note

prominent in 1912, such as those associated with the Friendly
Societies, Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society and the’Central
Hell cinema, had disappeared, whilst the Woodhouse churches now
catered for far fewer in this age groupe On the other hand, one of
the most important means of communal expression for Woodhouse children
in 1966 was now the school, >which kept ‘t;hem until a later age than in
1912 and offered them a much wiaer variety of both educational and
recreational‘ activities.

By 1966, Woodhouse young people had appeared on the scene as a
distinet communal grouping, and were very active in small and larger
peer groups, both of an informel end more organized nature (often
commercially). Here again the churches and other specifically local
district organizations of 1912 had declined in importance. It must
also be remembered that young people still at school found fresh means
of communal expression oﬁy availeble to a few (at the Woodhouse -
Secondary School) of those of similar age in 1912.

A1l Woodhouse women in 1966 enjoyed a much wider renge of
commnal activities and relationships than the large majority of women
in the early years of the Century (though women from the t'op and

often from the independent intermediate classes were much freer than
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the rest of the female population in 1912). In 1966, chenges in
the expression of community sentiment were especielly notable in the
sphere of work and in the sphere of leisure time activities (particu~
larly in comnection with the Pubiic houses, clubs and bingo halls)
whereas in 1912 most women were virtually imprisoned within the home
and the precinct, except for a degree of participation in (mainly)
religious organizations, this was no longer the case in 1966.

On the other hand, Woodhouse men in 1966 seemed to participate
in a somewhat narrower range of activities than in the earlier period.
Many Woodhouse orgenizations oncé patronized by them and thriving,
such as the Fﬁendly Societies, the Ambulance Classes, the Woodhouse
Tradesmen's Association, the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society,.
the Woodhouse Prize Band, Political Associations, the Golf Club and so
forth, had drastically declined in strength or disappeared altogether
(for one factor in this change see the comments about the top class
made belowj. As the Woodhouse churches in 1966 had also failed to
hold the meny male participants of the earlier era, it was left to the
public houses, clubs and betting shops to pi-ovide any new forms of
expression of community sentiment.

' By 1966, old people had, as noted before, become a distinct (
commmal grouping and they now gathered together quite frequently in
the various local district clubs, as well as being prominent in the

life of the churches.
For all residents as residents, 1966 provided much less chance
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of expressing commnity sentiment than in 1912. Many local
district activities once of great commmal importance, such as the
Whitsuntide Processions, Feast, Handsworth Urban District Council
elections, charity ventures, etc., had gone, and it was the natives
alone who were concerned to utilize what means they could, often in-
formal, of mainteining the strong cammnal ties that once existed.
Woodhouse residents as such were gradually losing, or in the case of
newcomers never gained, a sense of corporate identity, in part as a
result of greater interest in things outside Voodhouse encouraged in
1966 by the much stronger impact ‘of the mess media.

Finally, it should be noted that one reason for the decline or
failure of certein Woodhouse activities between 1912 and 1966 wes due
to the virtusl disappesrance of the top class (end to some extent of
the independent intermediate class) of 1912 residents who in the past
inspired end organized, as well as participated in as ordinary members,

numerous of the pursuits mentioned above.

These findings, dealt with more comprehensively in the preceding

Sections, enable the conclusion to be drawn that niagx notable changes

in the expression of community sentiment for Woodhouse residents hadi

occurred between 1912 and 1966, and thus another important aspect of

Hypothesis I is upheld.
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Changes in the intensity of community sentiment
when 1966 is compared with 1912

As changes in the intensity of commnity sentiment have been
dealt with more specifically than changes in its expression in the
foregoing summary end analysis, there is only need here to pin-point
one or two important findings. The 1966 study revealed that, with
regerd to certain social activities and relationships, the intensity
of commnity sentiment experienced by Woodhouse residents differed
from that experienced in 1912 for newcomers in the modern era but not
for natives. This waé particularly evident in the cese of communal
relations with members of the extended family (including grandparents),
and locel district activities associated with the churches (the latter,
however, also being of less communal importance for young people and
adult men who were natives). Furthermore, whilst a sense of commnity
for residents as residents was as strong for natives as in 1912, for
newcomers on the 1966 Woodhouse scene it was decidedly weakere On the
other hand, newcomers (often dominant emongst the younger residents)
were especially prominent in certain spheres where community sentiment
was stronger for both newcomers and hatives than in 1912, notably amongst
wome;'z of all classes who generally found a strong sense of comnmhity at
work and in leisure pastimes outside the home, end emongst men who no;v
found a fery strong sense of community within the immediate family.

Ap#rt from the decline in the intenéity of community sentiment

experienced mainly by newcomers, there was little evidence in 1966 of a
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sense of community having weakened in any further important respect
other than with regard to neighbours living in the same precinct.

Here a2ll residents had experienced a decline in the strength of comm

unity sentiment in comparison with 1912 (though not so much in compar-
ison with the then top class and independent intermediate class), with
the single exception of male 0ld people where the sense of community
had in fact grown somewhat stronger.

On the other hand, there were numerous instences in 1966 where
the sense of community had increaseds The large majority of children
now found a much greater sense,of'community at school, at the level of
the class, thé school as a2 whole and in relation to their teachers.
Younz people in 1966, unlike at the begimning of the Century, formed
small and larger peer groups wherein community sentiment was very
strong or strong, and were actively associated with the wider ‘'teenage
world end culture. Women, as already mentioned, now found & strong
sense of commmity outside the home (inside it community sentiment for
them was generally still very strong), notably when at work or in re~
creational activities (though again in 1912 women at the top~end of the
socia_l scale were Just es active in leisure pursuits outside the home
as women in general in 196‘6)- For Woodhouse men community sentimenti
had probably changed less when compared with 1912 than for most categ-
ories though, on the one hand, certain occupational groupings (such as
the miners) had seen their sense of commmity decline, whilst, on the

other, the immediate family was now of greater communal importance than
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at the stert of the Century for many men. /Amongst old people
as such a strong sense of community hed emerged in relation to those
activities, mainly based on the churches, organized specially for

theme All residents felt less sense of commnity as citizens of the

Mother Country of the once great Empire, but a sentiment of a different
nature but of equal strength had developed in relation to their British

and to at times world citizenship.

It is evident from this examination of the intensity of community

sentiment experienced by Woodhouse residents in 1966 compared with

1912 that, dggpite the ﬁagious changes in the expression of this

sentiment, a sense of community had not disappesred and, in some cases,

its intensity had incressed. Hypothesis II, as described at the

outset of this thesis, is thus found to be correct.
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The geographical context of community
as experienced by VWoodhouse residents

The home

In 1966, the home (es a place) was for most Woodhouse people
a geographical unit at least as communally important as in 1912.
Children, womeﬁ (even those who went out to work) and old people still
found a very strong sense of community within the immediate family.
For most men the home was commnally more important than at the beginning

of the Century and for young people, though at times they seemed to

live fairly independent lives, the sense of community found within the

immediate family remained generally very strong.

The precinct

In 1966, the precinct was a geographical unitA of less communal
importence for Woodhouse inhebitents than in 1912. For women who Were
natives of Woodhouse, and who did not go out to work, as well as for
old people the sense of‘ commnity experienced in the precinct had de~
clined from very strong to strong. Younger women, especially new-
comers; in particular where they did not go out to work, and children
still found good friends nearby, but now as often away from the pre-
cinct as within ite For meny men, especially newcorers, and young

people the sense of commnity found amongét those living in the same

precinct was weake



703.

The short-range thoroughfare

Like the precinct, the short-range thoroughfare had lost a
good desl of the communal importance it had in 1912. By 1966, it
was even more a place of 'passing' interést than formerly, inter—
action of an animated kind being almost wholly confined to conver—
sations between natives, mainly old people, women who did not go
out to work, and to children playing in the street (where traffic
conditions permittedj. Though one or two 'corner shops' remsined,

residents now spent very little time in them chatting together.

The local district

Commnally speaking the local district presented a much more
varied picture during 1966 than Just after the turn of the Century.
It was no longer (with the home) one of the two geographical units
of greatest communal note, as in 1912, but now, for meny residents
and on many occasions, was of 1>'ess consequence not only than the
home, but than the extended district and, at times, the world beyond
the extended district too. Nonme the less, many children, especially
those at Infant or Junior School, found their strongest sensé of
commnity in activities and relationships contained within the local
districte Vomen who did not go out to work here also participated (
in groups, such as those associated with the churches and to a lesser

extent with the public houses, clubs and Badgef Community Association,

wherein they generally found at least a strong sense of community.
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The local district also contained the numerous o0ld people's clubs

which in 1966 provided a 'strong sense of commmnity for those involved. |
On the other hend, a large number of inhabitants » especially young
people, working wives, men, (especially where these people were new-
comers to Woodhouse), found the local district as such of more iimited
communal values Outside the home, such residents frequently spent
their time and energy in communal activities quite unconnected with the
life of Woodhouse itself. Nor were thei‘e any longer the great local
district events of the past to draw all residents together from time
to time and help them to reaffirm fheir sense of corporate identity.

To & growing nu/mber of Woodhouse people the local district was gradually

becoming Just enother dormitory suburb of Sheffield.

The long-renge thoroughfare

This geographical unit was only of communal value when residents,
who had previously established commnal ties through other activities,
met regularly, as when travelling into the city to work, and when the

length and conditions of the Journey facilitated conversation.

The extended district ‘ *

In 1966, unlike 1912, a large proportion of Woodhouse people,
particularly amongst the new residents, found the extended district of

great communal importance. Here the more mobile members of the popu~

lation shared in mumerous activities engendering at least a strong
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sense of commmnity; children (over 11 years old) and young people

at school, men and oft‘enA women at work, and a good cross-section of
residents in numerous social and commercial activities’ (such as shopping) «
Furthermore, those pursuing concerns in the extended district did so not
only, and often not at all, in the company of other Woodhouse beople,

as was the norm in 1912, but in the company of other Sheffield residents,

on the basis of common interests far more than of common place of resi-

dence.

Beyond the extended district

By 1966, even the extended district could herdly contain all the
interests and activities of Woodhouse residents. More convenient and
speedy forms of transport an& of communication, available now to all
and sundry, meant the gradual eclipse of distance as an obstacle to
commmal activitys. Travel beyond the extended district was underteken
both in the compeny of Woodhouse groups (even o0ld people participated
in regular summer coach trips), and in a free-lance capacity (as when
Woodhouse people took holidays in the company of non-residents, some-
times go@g as far afield as the Continent). Both types of activity
at times led f.o the establishment of a strong sense of commmnity amongst
those concerned. )

Woodhouse people were kept remarkably well in touch with events
and peréonalities on the national end im':enmtional level through the
mass media, especially the television and the Press. 'Interaction'

produced in this context was in one sense impersonal, yet it would be
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foolish to discount the avid interest tsken by many locsl people in
well known personalities linked with the world of the 'teenage

culture, popular entertainment, misic, sport end so forth, as well

as the taverage man' featuring on meny radio and teievision programmes.
Current affairs were followed with a good deal of interest and concern,
the great world events, from the assassination of President Kennedy to
the World (Football) Cup, taking the place of the Woodhouss 'splashes!
of days gone by as much as any popular local or extended district
occurrencess  Though the mass media could never introduce people to
each other in person, interest in society at large and the wider world
was fanned, and a sense of solidarity at times spanning great distances
emerged, giving Woodhouse éeople the growing feeling of living in ‘'a

global village.'

In brief, it can be said that the majority of Woodhouse residents
in 1966 found the geographical units discussed sbove falling in the

* following order of commmal importance :-

Home

Extended district

Local district

Precinct .
Beyond the extended distric
Short-range thoroughfare
Long-range thoroughfare
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It should be noted that those geographical units contained within
the local district were generally of more commmal importance to
natives then newcomers. Thus once agéin the communal experience

of natives was more akin to that of the residents of 1912 than in
the case of the newcomers. None the less, the list above shows,

in compsrison with 1912 (see the end of the 1912 'Conclusion'), thet
there had been notable changes in the territoriesl focus of community.
In particuler, the extended district wes for most residents now
communally more impérhant than the local district, the precinct and

the short-renge thoroughfare, the latter now standing almost at the

bottom of the list.

These findings uphold another important aspect of Hypothesis I,

namely that notable chenges have occurred in the territorial focus

of commnity, and, together with other findings mentioned earlier

in this 'Conclusion,' show Hypothesis I to be correct.
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CHAPTFR IX
OBSERVATIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

l. VWoodhouse: typical or not typical?

The examination of the social activities end relationships of
Woodhouse residents in 1912 and 1966 has shown, in accordance with
Hypothesis I, that notable changes have taken place in the expression
and territorial focus of community, but, in accordance with Hypothesis
II, that 2 sense of'commzmity has not disappeared and, in some cases,
its intensity has increased. These findings by no means prove that
in other situstions the two hypotheses Would be substantiated, but
the nature of Woodhouse as a settlement end its history over the course
of this Century would seem to be essentially similar to a large number
" of places documented in recent community studies. It appears more
than likely, therefore, that the two hypotheses would stand up well
to testing throughout British Society at large. |

One importaent reason why Hypothesis II is confirmed is surely, as
Simpson states, that 'men need community as they need nothing else. '1
As was stressed at the end of Chapter I and the beginning 6f Chapter II,
commnity is quite essential to the creation and maintenance of any
enduring activity and sociel structure and thus one would expect th;s
sentiment to be perheps the most tenaci‘.ous experienced by man. It is

not surprising, therefore, that the residents of Woodhouse and other

Simpson, Ge Conflict and Commmnity. New York, 1937. p.2l.
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similar séttlements have retained a sense of comiunit'y throughout
this Century. On the other hand, changes in the social activity
and sociel structure of British Society have been so marked over the
past decades that verification of Hypothesis I would seem to be virt-

ually self- evident;

2. Corporate and individualistic emphases

The eppearsnce within the 'concept of commnity of two essential
elements, a sense of solidarity and a sense of significance, to some
extent reflec@s the well documented tendency, at the level of social
action and social structure (ie., at the level of commnal expression),
for social systems to be so orgenized as to emphasize, on the one hand,
the authority end welfare of the group as such, or, on the other, the
value and fulfilment of the individual member. This tendency has been
mentioned (in Chapter I) in the discussion of Tonnies' two types of
social organization, Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft, but is especially
well exemplified in the work of Durkheim; who divides social systems
into two major categories, those which cohere through giving priority
to the group as a whole (revealing 'organic solidarity'), and those
wherein unity comes through the interdependence of highly valued
individual contributions to society (revealing 'mechanical solidarit’y') .
Alpert comments, 'The discovery of two fundamentally different prin-
ciples- of socisl ﬁnity - one based on'tl:xe community of ideas end senti-

ments » on resemblances, and resulting in a social structure wherein

1. .Durkheim, Ee The Division of Lebour in Society, (Translated by
Simpson, G.) Glencoe, 1933 (First published 1893).

li
!
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the individual is more or less completely absorbed by the group and
wherein tradition and cuétom are king, and the other, resting on
mutual and functionsl interdependence and creating a sociel structure
wherein the individusl human personality comés to be invested with a
sort of sacredness - and of genetic comnection between them, constitutes
one of the major achievements of modern sociology. '1

Numerous analyses of social action and social structure reveal
either the group or the individual occupying pride of place.‘ For example,
these emphases appear in discussions of social class, religious orgeniz-
ations and states as a whole. With regard to socisl class in English
Society, a conéiderable nunber of sociologists have meintained that the
working class is particularly group oriented and the middle class more
individuslistic in characters Klein refers to Raymond Williems ‘who
views with elarm the trend towards individuelity because he sees it not
in contrast with the uniformity end mass-society of the traditional
-working~class community, but in contrast with the practice of solidarity
which he feels to be a characteristic virtue of that group at its best. '2
She then quotes Willisms' critical comment on current trends; ‘'Another
slternative to solidarity which has had some effect is the ic.'iea‘ of
individuel opportunity - of the ladder. Meny working-class leaders,' men
in fact who have used the ladder, have been dazzled by this alternati;re

to solidarity. Yet the ladder is a perfect symbol of the bourgeois idea

1. Alpert, Ho Emile Durkheim and His Sociology. New York, 1939. p.184.
2. ‘Klein, J» Semples from English Cultures, Volume I. London, 1965.

Pe 279.
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~ of society, because, while undoubtedly it offers the opportunity tov
climb, it is a device which cen only be used individuslly: you go

up the ladder alone. This kind of individual climbing is of course
the bourgeois model: a men should be aliowed to better himself. '1
Jackson poses a question from a similar ventage point; 'Can the
decisions, in an inevitably chenging society ese.e lead to a fusion of
middle class feeling for individual development ees.. and those gqual-

ities of spontaneity end community that my opening "voices" (the spoken

words of working class people quoted by Jackson) suggest?'2
With regard to religious organizations, Francis has undertaken

an examinatioix of certain religious orders over the centuries and is

sble to distinguish between those of a Gemeinschaft (stressing the

priority of the group) and a Gesellschaft (stressing the importance of

individualism) type-5 Further systematic analysis of these particular

orientations within religious life is awaited though the theme has been

touched on meny times before, for example in the classic stﬁdy o.f

Protestantism and Capitalism by Weber-l'- Similarly, political science

in its concern with the nature and organization of states vhas found itself

much concerned with this matter. Weldon, for example, divides the major

political theories of the state into those which treat the latter as an

¥

orgenism ('the State as something for which man exists'), and those \

l. Klein, J. Sanples from English Cultures. Volume I. London, 1965,

P0279“2800 )
2. Jackson, B. Working Class Commnity. London, 1968, pe3e

3+« Francis, E<Ke« Towards & Typologx‘ of Religious Orders. Amere J.
Sociols Vol. 55, N005 (ppohj?-l{l{S + March 19500

4e WVeber, Mo The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.
(Translated by Parsons, T.) London, 1930 EFirst published 1906).
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which deel with it as a machine ('the State as something which exists
l .
for man').

The expression of the basic elements of commmnity, solidarity end
significance, in different forms of social system is thus a matter which
has received considerable, if not always systematic, examination by
sociologists, historiens esnd political scientists. However, the
essential epproach to the study of community adopted in this thesis
emphasises that a true appreciation of the nature and strength of
commnity sentiment as such cen only be found where both fhe corporate
and individualistic aspects of soéial life, ie., in this context a sense
of solidarity and a sense of significance, receive full attention. Cne
of the wesknesses of many community studies in recent years (see Chapter
Iv, 3) has been to set up a stereotype community within which a sense of ‘
solidarity or belonging is given such prﬁminence as virtually to exclude
any serious consideration of role~fulfilment or a sense of significance.
The essential approach to the study of community also stresses that

community is present to the extent that, from the point of view of the

erticipents, a satisfying sense of solidarity end significance ere
experienced; It is the participants elone who, bj word and deed, reveal
the extent to which social:action end social structure gi#e them a sense
of community. It is by en exemination of both the sense of solidarity

end sense of significance experienced by Woodhouse residents themselves

1. - Weldon, T.D. States end Morels. London, 1946« pe30.
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that the empirical investigation has shown commmnity sentiment to

have been as strong in 1966 as in 1912, and Hypothesis II been thus

upheld.

3« Locals and cosmopolitans

The study of Woodhouse over helf a century has also shown Hypothesis
I to be true, a finding that reflects Durkheim's contention referred to
above that solidarity can be equally strong in two very different forms
of society. The empirical study of Woodhouse reveals two msin forms
of commmnal expression typified, on the one hand, by the life-style of
the residents of 1912 (with some important qualifications noted lgter)
and the natives of 1966, end, on the other, by the newcomers in 1966.

The expression and territorial focus of community essociated with
residents as a whole in 1912 and the natives in 1966 possess many feat~
ures in common with what Stacey, in her study of Banbury, calls the
'traditional' type of society, whilst the expression and territorial
focus of commnity characteristic of the newcomers in 1966 reveal sim-
ilarities to her 'non-treditional' type of society.l (For a brief
definition of these fypes s &nd a similar kind of analysis exﬁployed by
Brennan and his colleagues in their study of South-West Wales, see
Chapter I, 1, A, (iv)e) The use of the words traditional and non- )

traditional, however, raises numerous problems simply because they are

relative terms; what is treditional in one place or at one time may

l. Stacey, Ms Tradition and Change. Oxford, 1960.
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well be regarded as non-traditional elsewhere or at another time,
and vice versa. It is thus necessary to look for somewhat more
precise words to describe the two ma,jor'foms of commmal expression
found in Woodhousee The clearest terminology is without doubt that
used by Merton when, in discussing the township of 'Rovere,! he dist-
inguishes between 'locals,' those residents who are parochially
oriented, and 'cosmopolitans,' those whose interests and attitudes are
shaped much more by !'the world outside.'l Frankenberg, in his study
of 'Communities in Bi-itain' regards this particular feature of Stacey's
traditional end non-traditional types to be so dominant that he delib-
erately renames them, following Merton, 'local'! and 'cosm«opolitan.'2
As the outstanding characteristic of the two main forms of the ex-
pression and territorial focus of community discovered in Woodhouse is
very similar to that emphasized by Merton and Frankenberg, end as their
terminology avoids the relativism of that used by Stacey, the word
tlocal' (to describe the life~style of the 1912 residents and the
natives in 1966), end 'cosmopolitan' (to describe that of the newcomers
in 1966) are used below.

Three factors are of major importance in determining whether Wood—

house residents are to be placed in the local or the cosmopolitan

category. These are the geographical context of community sentiment,

1. Merton, ReXe Social Theory end Social Structure. (Revised
edition)s Glencoe, 1957 p.393. ' :
2. Frankenberg, Re Communities in Britain. Hamondsworth, 1966.

Pe 155.
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the length of time residents have lived locally, and Athe social
structure of the groups within which they find a sense of commnity.
Though these three factors aré so closeiy interrelated that it is
somewhat artificisl to deal with them separately they are distinguished
here to facilitate description.

For Woodhouse locals, as the word implies, community sentiment
is experienced meinly within what, in this thesis, is called the local
districte Communal bonds are created and maintained as much because
residents live in phjsical proximity as because they choose to associate
with each others Not only do locals spend most of their time in Wood-
house, or are eager to get back to it if their occupation forces them
out of the local district, but their interests, attitudes and values are.
very much shaped by what goes on locally. In contrast, Woodhouse
cosmopolitans regard Woodhouse mainly as the place where their home
happens to be situateds In line with Gans' observation‘thét 'propin-
quity is a factor while people get to know each other, after which
compa tibility l?ecomes the'ma,jor cri’f:.erion,':L cosmopolitans, after the
first few months of settling down, develop a sense of community very
mich more through pursuing common interests (be it with resident or
non~resident, inside or outside the local district), than because of
the fgct that they share an area of residence with other people. .

Interests, attitudes and values are much more shaped by what they see

l. Gans, H.J. - The Levittownerse London, 1967. p.281.
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happening end hear about outside Woodhouse than (with the exception
of the home) by what occurs within it.

Woodhouse locals are distinguished by having resided in the local
district for many years, often having been born and bred theres  Be-
cause of this and because, as noted above, their interests and activ-
ities have always been locally oriented, their sense of commnity is
very mich bound up with place; those streets, shops, churches, public
houses, beauty spots and so on, which remind them of *'the good old
days ;' and provide a fund of memories also ghared with other locals.

As Young and Willmott note with regerd to Bethnal Green, ‘'local history
does not have to be learnt from books.'l Although T:)nnies perhaps
waxes too elogquent when he asserts that for such people as these 'the
metaphysical character of thé clan, the tribe, the village and town
commnity is, 8o to speak, wedded to the land in a lasting union,'2

his words cannot be taken lightly. For Woodhouse locals the des~
truction of well-loved buildings and landmarks more than symbolizes

the passing of a way of life, it in part actually destroys it. 1In
contrast, Wood.hou.?e cosmopolitans may have only resided in the local
district for a year or two and have often moved house several times
befores They have 1ittle affection for a place which brings no re-
minders of past communal experiencese Ordinary streets and buildinés R

which for locals evoke a host of memories, remain for cosmopolitans

3

1. Young, M. and Willmott, P» Family and Kinship in Fast London.
(Revised edition). Harmondsworth, 1962. pelll.

2. Ténniea, Fo Community end Association. (Translated and supple-

" " mented by Loomis, C.P.) London, 1955 (First published 1887).

Pe 21'-00 )
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Just ordinary streets and buildings. Thus Simpson speaks of the
cosmopolitens when he writes that 'though common territory will
forever remain a lasting tie among men ifs force is now largely spent.'l
The geographical context of community sentiment end the length of
time residents had lived locally, with its effect on the communsl im-
portance of the place, are both factors which considersbly influence
the social structure of those groups within which Woodhouse residents
£find e sense of conmupity. For Woodhouse locals, community
sentiment (solidarity snd significance) is meinly discovered within
groups of a pfimary type, ie., defined by Cooley as 'those characterized
by intimate face~to~face association and co-0peration.'2 Primary ties
are established not only between relations (both the immediate and ex-
tended family) end neighbours, but throughout Woodhouse amongst '
residents as residentse Even at the physical level of the local dis-
trict community sentiment is established and mainteined for locals
largely through face-to-face contacte Thus despite the large numbers
participating in certain of the great annual events, notebly the Feast,
of the Woodhouse of the 1912 era, a strong sense of conmxnit& Wwas mani-
fest throughout the whole company. Because locals rely so much on '
groups of a primary type to give expression to their communal sentime\nts s
they are somewhat suspicious or shy of 'putsiders' (cosmopolitans) and

slow to establish communal ties with them. Wéodhouse locals were said

to be very warm hearted, but there was slweys the aside, 'When you

l. Simpson, Ge Conflict and Community. New York, 1937. pe79.
2. Cooley, C.H. Social Orgenization. New York, 1921 (First
published 1909)s  ps23e. .
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get to know them.'

In contrast, Woodhouse cosmopolitans live in a world in which
primary and secondary groups (the latter being those wherein face-to-
face contact plays a much less importantl part in the creation and main-
tenance of social relationships) have an important communal function.
It is true of course that the home is for cosmopolitans, as for locals,
the group of greatest communal importance, a fact emphasized by several
recent commnity studies. For example Gans writes, 'For most Levitt-
owners (mainly cosmopolitens), their home was the centre of the commun~
ity, end that detennihed the town's social structure and politics.'l
But Simpson again speaks about cosmopolitans when he states, 'The fam-
ily will continue to remain the first community men know but it has
ceased to be the only one that they know. From being the community, it -
has become a small community within the wider; from being self-
sufficient it has become one association among other associations. '2
Thus Woodhouse cosmopolitens find a sense of community (in partiéular
their sense of significance) in numerous groups wherein contacts sre by
no meens always of a primai-y type, for example at school, at work and
in certain leisure pursuits where many of those met remsin virtual
strangers. .0On an even wider level, made possible in large pert by

¢

the mass media, a sense of commnity for Woodhouse cosmopolitens was

at times in evidence on a national and even international scale. The

l. Gens, HeJe The Levittowners. London, 1967. ps283.
2. Simpson, Ge Conflict and Community. New York, 1937« DP«75e
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fact thet Woodhouse cosmopolitans experience a sense of commmnity
through both primery end secondary contacts reflects their ability to
establish communal links with people whom they meet after only a com
paratively short period of acquaintance-v This is partly meking a
virtue of necessity since, as so many cosmopolitens are here to-day
and gone to~morrow, there is no time to sit back and wait for the
gradual development of communal ties, as is the normsl way with locals.
The Woodhouse cosmopolitan is in many respects like Whyte's 'transient!'
organization manl whose life-style requires the establishment of the
sort of commmsal bonds which can be quickly made and unmade. Greatly
facilitating fhis process is the fact that such residents as these are
mobile enough (for example, frequently traversing the extended dis-
trict) to build commnal links rapidly on the basis of common interests. -
Contrary to some views, the openness of the Woodhouse cosmopolitans also
stands them in good stead in time of trouble for there seems to exist
what Whyte calls 'a sort of unspoken mutual assistance pact'! which pro-
vides 'a substitute for the big family of former years.'2 This means
that in times of need (though otherwise contact might be infrequent)
help is forthcoming from meny quarters; if the crisis is too severe
or long-term it is teken for granted that the Welfare State will step
in to add its 'support. ‘
The study of Woodhouse shows comrm.xpity'to have two quite different

forms of expression and territorial focus. Nevertheless, the qualifi-

1. Whyte, WeHs The Organization Man. Harmondsworth, 1960 (First
published 1956)e pe246ff.
2. Ibid. Po327o
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cation concerning the 1912 residents referred to above must be noted.
It is that there were evident in the earlier era mumerous cosmopolitan
features such as: a population, meny of whom had settled in Woodhouse
only in the previous generation; an arti.culate top class with numerous
interests and social commections outside the local district; the lack
of very strong communsl ties within extended femilies; the appearance
in Woodhouse at this time of the new Secondary (Grammar) School; many
residents who took considersble interest in current affairs snd national
politics; a strong sense of belonging to and pride ih Britain as the
Mother Country of the ‘British Empire. It could thus be argued that
the natives ofs 1966 were in some ways more locsl in orientation than

a good number of the residents in 1912.

- This situation only goes to prove that the term 'locel! cannot
simply be associated with the past or *cosmopoliten' with the present.
In fact the history of Woodhouse over the past century shows that from
about 1850 until 1900 residents were half local and half cosmopol‘itan,
from 1900 until 1955 (the building of the first post-war council house
estate) they were dominantly local, and between 1955 and 1966 the half
locel - half cosmopolitan situation was developing again. This pattern
of historical and sociological development is borne out by Turner's
wider study of the North during this period.l o

Why greater tension did not exist between locels and cosmopolitans

(natives and newcomers) in 1966 has already been discussed in the

1. Turner, Gs - The North Country. London, 1967.
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case~study for that period' (see especially the Section on 'Other

Aspects of Woodhouse Life')s  But there is no doubt that the existence
side by side of two different forms of comniunal expression created a
situation of potential conflict.e This is most evident in the behaviour
of those native families which still had children in their 'teens or
twentiese These young people were frequently caught between accepting
the local orientation of their parents or the cosmopolitan orientation
of their peers. Many, probaebly the majority, eventuslly opted for the
former and set up home ﬁear to 'Mum and Dede! Others, particularly
those going on tb higher education, deliberately turned their backs on
the local district end esteblished their own (cosmopolitan) way of life
elsewhere, and in several instances this caused considerable bewilder—
ment emongst and distress to their parents and relatives. In the case
of these young people it was very noticeable that it wes the search for
significance rather than lack of solidarity (for example the homes con-
_ cerned were often happy ones) that led to the bresk. A similar pattern
is revesled in other studies. An enguiry into life on a Sheffield -
estate (not Woodhouse) reveals that 'there is eeees a tendencyA for these

1l

younger people to wish to move away, often for reasons of status.'

Likewise Whyte's organization men have to move into the wider world to
fulfil their embitions for 'locel prestige, they well know, is not for

export, and what is one town's upper—-upper would be another's middle
5 ,

class.' Thus Woodhouse shows most tension between the locsl and

10 thhell’ GODO [} Luptono » Hodges, MD‘VO and Smith’ c. So
Neighbourhood snd Community. Liverpool, 1954 pel2k.

2, Whyte, H,H. The Organization Man, Harmondsworth, 1960. p.250
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cosmopolitan way of life where the children of natives, having seen
the opportunities beyond, can no longer rest content with that sense
of community offered through a way of life perfectly satisfying to

their parentse.

L. Mobility

It is impossible here to enter into a lengthy discussion of those
sociologicel phenomena which lead to the expression of community senti-
ment in local or cosmopolitan forme Nevertheless one feature, found
in the case of Woodhoﬁse to have been of overriding importance, must be
mentioned: the‘fact of mobility. Wheré this was slight, residents
usually turned 6ut to be locals; where it was considerable, they were
usually cosmopolitans.

The extremely important effect of mdbility on patterns of social
behaviour and relationships has been pointed out by numerous sociolog-
ists and has receivéd the particular attention of the ecologists-v Park
states that 'movement and migration are not merely an incident but a
cause of almost eveiy form of social change,'1 whilst Hawley comments,
"Migration is both the means by which change is effected and the most

2
accessible evidence of change.! In commmnity studies as such attention

i

has likewise been drawn to the great influence of mobility on patterns

of communal ‘lifes Dursnt believes that the subject of her investigation,

l. Perk, R.E. Human Communities. Glencoe, 1952. p.187.
2. Hawley, AeHo Human Ecology. New York, 1950s pe346.
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Watling, 'is not much more than a huge hotel without 2 roof; the
constant turnover of its population is the greatest single handicap

to its developing into a cozrmxunity,'l (though in line with the think-
ing and terminology employed in this thesis, the words 'developing

into a2 commnity' ought to be replaced by the words 'enabling residents
to give a local type of expression to their sense of community) .
Frankenberg also sees the local type of communal life breaking down in
Pentrediwaith because 'improvements in public transport, television,
radio and the cinema have already diminished the interest of young
people in the‘ village and its affairss ZEmigration in search of better
economic and leisure opportunities is taking its toll.'2 In 2 more
recent article on planning »for commnity, Perraton still argues that
mobility plays a crucisl role in altering patterns of communal activity
and relationships. She states, 'Although it is possible that certain
aspects of the new physical environment (such as better houses and a
more open layout) “may have helped to confirm new social patterns, it
seems probable that the most important factor in any social change has
been the move away[ from daily contact with kinsfolk, and the old social
environmentvwith its femiliar patterns of behenriou:r.'3

The word 'mobility' usually means, first and foremost, the movement

of people from one place of residence to another, though regular move-

l. Durent, Re Watlinge London, 1939. p.119.

2. Frankenberg, R. Village on the Border. London, 1957. p.157.

3+ Perraton, JeKe Community Planning = An Analysis of Certain Social
Aims. Je Town Planmng Inste. Vol. 53. Noe 3« (ppe 95-98)

March 1967. p. 98.
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ment to and from school, work, main shopping end recreational centres,
considerably reinforces the effect of moving houses Most of the
Woodhouse cosmopolitans of 1966 had changed from one home to another
several times before reaching Woodhouse, and many of them retained ties
of communal importance, built up over the years, with both primary and
secondary groups scattered throughout the extended district and sometimes
beyonde In contrast, most Woodhouse locals had not moved house for
many years (or if they had done so had always remained within Wood-
house) and thus their sense of community was mainly local in eXpression
and territorial focus.

Movement from one place of residence to another is often the con~
sequence of social mdbility and where both types of mobility occur to-
gether the effects on the expression of community sentiment are all the
more markeds Hoyever, Woodhouse did not possess many cosmopolitans whose
physical mdbility‘was due to movement up (or down) the social scale
(though it is wor%h mentioning that the movement of the top class,
usually fairly md?ile and open to cosmopolitan influences and tastes,
out of Woodhouse %etween ebout 1920 end 1966 appears to be one of the
reasons why the residents of this interim period were dominantly local
in orientation). In 1966, the only Woodhouse residents on the move
because of changing social status were a few young people who had re~ .
ceivea higher education and a number of owner. occupiers dissatisfied

with an area containing so many council houses. One of the reasons why
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greater conflict did not occur between the natives (locals) and
newcomers (cosmopolitans) in this period was because most of the
latter had arrived on the Woodhouse scehe with no sense of socially
superior status.

A third,/and increasingly important aspect of mobility, is termed
here 'mental! mobility. By this is meant the mental capacity and
freedom to take en informed and critical interest in people, events and
places with which one has little or no direct contact. The mentally
mobile take full advéntage of educational opportunities, as children
at school and as adults through special classes or courseses They are
those who meke good use of gll that the television, the radio, the
Press and the library can offer. Mental mobility is one factor which
goesvtowardskmaking a person cosmopolitan in orientation. In 1912,
only a limited nuéber of Woodhouse residents had much educational
opportunity end the time; or capability to rﬁake critical use of fhose
forms of the mass \media which then existed. In 1966, educational
opportunities weré\considerably greater and communication w;th the world
outside Woodhouse Epeedy and efficient. Yet, even in this~period, the
degree of mental mobility (especially an informed and critical interest)
was in evidence‘bnly amongst a limited number of residents, by no mééns
all ngwcomers3 young people enjoying s?hool, young wives at home with
time and inclination to read a good deal, certain members of the top

cless and independent working class, and a few (especially male) old

age pensionerse.
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The points made in the last two paragraphs underline that the
cosmopolitan expression and territorial focus of community sentiment
in the Woodhouse of 1966 were due as much as anything else to physical
mo‘bility. Because Woodhouse cosmopolitans were not particularly
socially or ment\:ally mobile, they gave a less striking cosmopolitan
expression to commmnity sentiment than might otherwise have been the
cases This is probably oﬁe reason why the contrast between the two
types of life-style discus;sed was not found to be as great és appears
to have been the case in Banbury or South-West Wales. | Nevertheless,
the comment méde by Young and Willmott on the current scene as they see
it ceftainly I;olds true for the up and coming generation of young Wood~=
house residents: 'Today's children are growing up with their own ideas.
Our time has its own values, perhaps prizing more the individual and | |
less the group, wh‘ether of the family or any other kind. To grow up
may mean increasinély to grow awaye The virtues of movement, from
area to area, fron;i one Job to another, from one set of beliefs to‘
another, may be st‘|ressed more than the virtues of stability, tradition
| and comzmmit;)r.'1 J(Though again, in the terminology of this thesis s

i .

the word 'community' here should read 'a local type of communal

expression. ')

1. Xlein, Jo Semples from English Cultures. Volume T.
London, 19650 p03520 :
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5« Planning for community

The preceding discussion-of locals and cosmopolitans, and the
phenomenon of mobility (in all its aspects), mst now be allowed to
obscure some of the most important things revealed by the case-studj
of Woodhouse. - One of these (see Hypothesis II) is that community
sentiment can be equally strong at different times in the history of
the same settlement and thodgh the residents be locals or cosmopolitans.
(It is quite possible that in situations different from Woodhouse types
of communal expression other than local and cosmopolitan may yet be
discoveréd.) Aéuch findings show that it is fallacious to associate
a sense of community with just one particular era or one style of life
(egs the local).

It remains equally dangerous for the sociologist as such to meke
Qalue Judgments on ?hichntype of communal expfession is the 'better.!
White, discussing the breakdown of the old (local) pattern of community
life after the lastxwar end what he regerds as a 'lost opportunity!
on new housing esta%es, writes, 'although much was achieved in raising
housing stendards, ;11 the emphasis was on individuality and isolation,

. 1l
and planning for the life of the community was completely ignored.'

Here White displays, as throughout a good deal of his writing, very °
strong personal preference (though never acknowledged explicitly) for
the local as ageinst the cosmopolitan form of community life. On the

other hand, the American Whyte in his essay on 'orgahization man,' ebly

l. White, L.E« Community or Chaos. London, 1950. psllh.
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documents his case against the 'Social Ethic' which he defines as

*that contemporary body of thought which makes morally legitimate the
pressures of society against the individual. Its major propositions
are three: a belief in the group as the éource of creativity; a belief
in "belongingness" as the ultimate need of the individual; and a belief
in the applicatiron of science to achieve the belongingness-'l He
argues for a genuinely cosmopolitan form of communal expression as
opposed to a form, very much akin to the local, which absorbs men into
the all-embracing orgenization. Whyte quite obviously dislikes the
life-style of orgenization men, but he at least quite frankly admits
the standpoint jf"rom which he makes his critical assessment.

All this hes important implications for those seeking in any way
to plan or arrange patterns of community for others. Perraton states,
'It is beyond the planners' legitimate ‘Easic to decide that perticular
social patterns are \'superior, or desirable, and should therefore be’
encouraged. We sht?uld be concerned rather to meke it possible for
people to 1ive in thde sort of environment they prefer, in so far as
this does not pre,jud?ice wider community considerations.' But if
community sentiment Ican be equally strong whether experienced in local

or cosmopoliten form, and if value Judgments must be avoided, cen

those plenning for commmity be given no sociological guidance?

1. Whyte, WeH. The Organization Msn. - Harmondsworth, 1960 (First
pdblished 195 ’ p-ll-lZ. -

2. Perraton, JeKe Community Planning - An Analysis of Certain Social
Aims. J. Town Plenning Inst. Vol. 53, No. 3. (pp. 95-98) Merch

19370 Po98¢
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The study of comnmnity in fact suggests several importent
points regarding two major facets of the subjecte The first of

these concerns the nature of commnity itself. As Jemnings states,

'Unless the policies, programmes and methods of redevelopment are
determined by the perception of basic and lasting humen needs, they
cannot hope to Answer those needs. '1 " One of these 'basic and lasting
human needs' is community, end those planning for its creation and
development must, therefore, seek to learn as much as possible about
its nature and changing forms of expression. This thesis has shown
that community involves both a seﬁse of solidarity and a sense of
significance; ’thc»se planning for community have thus to discover
whether, from the point of view of the citizens concerned, both the
essentisl commmnal requirements are being satisfactorily met. It is
part of their task to try to distinguish ﬁetween groups in search of
a greater sense of solidarity and those seeking a fuller sense of
significance. For example, when Cox states that 'the Negro revolt
is not eimed atvwin\ning friends but at winning freedom, not inter-
personal warmth but? institutional ,just:i.ce,'2 he is really saying that
the Negro is satisf;i.ed with his sense of solidarity but not with his

sense of significences’ His overall sense of community is thus in-
S .

adeguate.

A second facet of commmity which is of importance to planners

l. Jennings, He Societies in the Msking. London, 1962. p.l3.
2, Cox, He [The Secular City. London, 1965. pelil.
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concerns its expression. Those concerned with planning must realize
that different groups gi?e expression to their sense of community in
different sociel forms (as with Woodhouse locels and cosmopolitans),
forms which must be ascertained by empirical investigation not guess
worke In this connection, three temptations often beset those
plgnning for thé commmnal welfare of otherse There is the temptation -
to try and get the best of all worlds (for exsmple, by attempting to
'synthesize' the local and cosmopoliten life-styles). The deserted

. community centre in the middle of a working cless council house estate
here stands as a symbol that to suécumb to this temptation often means
failuree. As Perraton states, 'To reproduce & sociéty combining the
matiness of the slums with the active participation in purposive
associations of a middle-class suburb'l is a goal which seems to be a
false ones A second temptation is delibérately to 'mix' the popu-
lation; to try to persuade locals and cosmopolitans to create a sense
of commnity and gixe it expression as equal partners in the same en—
deavours The prdbiem here is that the 'ideal' bears 1ittlg relation

- to reality for, as %erraton remarks, 'the importent (one would have
thought obvious) faét emerges that many people want to spend their

2

leisure with others of similar background, outlook or interests.!
o ‘ .

'To put people together who feel they have nothing in common,' writes

Willmott, 'is more likely to generate sociel tensions than to reduce them.!

l. Perraton, J.K. Community Planning - An Analysis of Certain Social
Aimse Je.Town Planning Inste. Vol 53, Noe3e PP 95"‘98 March 19 7,1). 98-
3. Willmott, P»  The Evolution of a Commumnitys London, 1963, p.1ll.
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A third temptation (related to the expression of commnity
sentiment) is for plemners to try and impose a local pattern of
communal living on a population with a cosmopoliten life-style, or
vice versa. (It must et once be recognized in this connection that
planners are sometimes at the mercy of sociel, economic and political
factors beyond their immediate controle One such factor is mentioned
by Jackson when he writes, ,"IL‘he most serious challenge to the old
pattern (of working class commnity life) has been the enormous re-
housing of the working class that our society has undertaken since
1945, The face of England changes faster in ten years now than it
did in any previous lfxu:ndred.'l Yet 0ld houses must be pulled down
and new ones built. Another such factor is underlined in this
Chapter; the great influence of mobility on communal patterns of
livinge But mobility is quite vital to the ﬁelfare of modern society.)
Nevertheless, those planning for community are rarely entirely helpless
end bad errors of j;ldgment are made. TFor example, the Woodhouse case~
study shows little Il'eal consideration being given to the communal needs
of locals genuinely ipertu.rbed by the drestic redevelopment plans fo:'.~
the areas Other community ‘studies show local authorities plenning
towns and neighbourhooas for cosmopolitans as if they were dominantly*
local in outlook end behaviour. Where it is simply inevitable that
locals must largely surrender their old way of life, or coémopolitans

be more restricted than they would like, it is all the more necessary

1. Jackson, B. Working Cless Community. London, 1968
PDe 162-1630 ) . '
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for planners to keep people fully informed about the situation and
the reasons for it, as well as to deal promptly and sympathetically
with cases of real hardship or distresse.

However, it does seem that current developments may well be re-
ducing the part that certain aspects of town plenning and of rehousing
policy are believed to play ;n making or marring & sense of commnity.
It eppears from the Woodhouse case~study, as well as from other comm—
unity studies, that in large pert because of mobility (in all its
sspects) in British Society, the cosmopolitan form of communal ex-
pression end territorial focus is steadily replacing the locael. If
this is so, and as long as those responsible for planning, do not try
to impose a local pattern of community on a cosmopolitan population,
then the precise design of the precinct, the short and long range
thoroughfare, and even of the local district (though not, let it be
stressed, of the town or city es an integrallwhole), are going to have
much less influencezbn residents' sense of commnity then formerly..
Thus though sucﬁ peoplelgs the architect and town planner will still
be required to desién for comfort (at the level of the home especially),
convenience, and visual pleasure, their future role Qs ' community
engineers' may be much more limited than is now often believed, with

regard to certain geographical units.
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Conclusion

The case-study of Woodhouse leaves one dominant impression
on the author; the tenacity of commnity end the flexibility of
men and women in discovering it through very different social forms
and in very different geographical contexts. Despite the problems
involved in coping with the transition from one form of communal
expression to another, problems which demand the utmost of both
citizens end plamiers s it is encouraging to find fhat the Woodhouse
residents of 1912 and 1966 by and large enjoyed a satisfying sense
of commmity. TFor let there be no mistake, that 'commnity is an
achievement, the highést achievement of men in his relations with

1
other men.'

1. Simpson, G« Conflict and Commmnity. New York, 1937. p.98.
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CHAPTER X
COMMUNITY : CONCEPTUAL AND EMPIRICAL QUESTIONS

The purpose of this finel Chapter is to examine briefly the
concept of commnity and its empiricel operationalization in the
light of questions raised in the course of research related to this

thesis.

1. Community as an ideal type

It was suggested in Chapter IV, 2, that the concept of coMty
in this thesis é:ould be regarded as an ideal type. The latter was
to consist of 'those factors everywhere and always essential to the
existgncé of commmity ess.s present at the maximum possible level.'
It was emphesized that the essential elements of commnity (a sense
. of solidarity and a sense of significence) wefe selected in part be-
cause 'the type itseif must contain features that are universal (in
that they are applic\,::able to all kinds of social systems), lasting (in
that they are not h:ilétorically dated) end comprehensive (in that they
are not culturally ciondltioned) ' |

It has become apparent that, simply because sol:.darlty and sig-
nificence (though mdeed 'universal,! ‘'lasting,' and 'comprehensive!)

are sentiments, end thus need to be further distinguished by means of

' expressive behaviour' (see Chapter V, 1)), it might have been more
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accurate to have viewed them as the two esgential elements lying
behind various ideal types of expression of community, rather than
constituting an ideal type in thenselves.‘ In other words, the
typological apprdéch to the study of community would seem to be more
applicable to it;s expression, through different kinds of social act-
ivity and structure, than to its essential nature, ie., the underlying
sentimentse Thus Durkheim, for example, distinguishes two types
(though not called by him 'idesl types') of social expression given to
solidarity, the mechanical and the organic; though in future commanity
studies not oni& the expression of solidarity but also of significance

will have to be brought into the typological picture.

24 Commmnity as en objective and subjective phenomenon

The empirical :‘investigation revealed certain problems in employing
the essential approt.%ch to the study of community. One of tﬁese, bthat
of dealing with ‘coxm‘r‘lunity simultaneously 'both as subjectively experi~
enced and as an ob,j;ctive condition of group life,! was foreseen (see
Chapter IV, 1). Pairticipant observation enabled the author ‘to move
swiftly from the ‘examination of those indices of commnity found within
social activity aﬁd social structure (objective) to investigeting (
personal sentiments directly and sponteneously described, often verbally,
by participsnts (subjective)e In this way it was possible to check

the intensity of commnity from two angles.
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However, certain difficulties remained which a more detailed
and quantifisble form of analysis might have helped to overcome. This
was especially the case in determining the degree of significance ex-
perienced by Woodhouse residents, where the level of satisfaction
emongst those within each of the major categories (defined in terms of
age, sex and claés) appeared to vary much more than was evident in
comnection with solidarity. For example, in the sphere of work for
1912, though significance could be 'objectively’ relafed to whether a
person was top class (very strong), intermediate class (stfong) and
working class (moderate) s there was evidence of ordinary miners (work:.ng
class) who fou.nd a strong sense of significance in their Job, and of
tradesmen (mlddle cless) who took very little pride in their shop or
business.

In these circumstances the observer can only do his utmost to
test the 'objective'\ criteria of the intensity of community by 'sﬁb-
Jective! evidence rélatmg to the same, and vice versa, and it must be
made explicit where\~lexceptions to the final genersl assessment are
present (as in the V%oodhome Sections on 'Femily and Neighbours'). Yet
the empirical inthjigation did show that, when assessing the strength
of community séntiment, great (perhaps most) weight must be given tb
personal and direct e:ﬁpressions of satisfaction or dissatisfaction by*

the participents themselves (as emphasized in Chapter V, h)-

.
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3e  Participent observation

One of the tasks of ;che empirical enguiry was to discover
whether the level of solidarity end significance, as experienced
by Woodhouse residents, was very strong, étrong, moderate or wesk
(see Chapter V, 5). As no rigorous statistical methods or tests
were employed (for example, measuring accurately how often and for
how long residents came into direct contact), it might be argued that
to decide‘ the levels at which a sense of solidarity end significance
were experienced was purely arbitrarye Though the perticipent ob-
server would be the first to acknowledge that a good deal can be
achieved by rd;tmg the essential elements of community closely to
quantifiable data, he would not accept that his own method of research
and sssessment was unscientifice All research concerning complex
séntiments has :to ma%ce fairly arbitrary :Jué,gments as to what évidence‘
reveals 'strong' and‘iwhat reveals 'weak' feelings. What really matters
is that such ,judgmeni}:s are made by drawing as fully as is possible on
specified empirical ‘;i.ndices, and that no inconsistencies appear in the
final assessments mafde. The pieces of the picture must clearly fit
together into a coheirent whole. |

The Justification for the assessments of the intensity of commnity

. LS

sentiment made in this thesis is that the participant observer has used
the empirical indices outlined in Chapter V as carefully as is possible

in this method of researche More refined techriiques of enquiry for a
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period of history now over half a century away were quite impossible.
Even in more recent times, participant observations had the great
advantage vover other sociologicel methods of being a very sensitive
tool; important when often intimate and delicate sentiments were
being dealt withe Furthermore, the fact that all the empirical data
was gathered, and assessments of commnal strength were made, by one
person (there was no team of investigators as used by the Lynds in
their study of Middletown), ‘k;elped to ensure consistency of Judgment

in relation to both periods of history and all spheres of activity.

4e The relation between solidarity and significance

The relation between solidarity end significence (referred to in
Chapter IV, 5) is one that still requires a good deal more study. Two
majJor questions arise in this connection. : The first concerns how these
two essential coMl elements vary in relation to each other. The
empirical :investigation confirms that they are often closely linked,
but that they by no means always vary in direct proportion to one
another. Perhaps the most interesting finding is that significance is
more likely to be strong when and where solidarity is strong, than vice
versae.

The second major question concerns how to determine the overall
strength of community, in relation to a particuler category vof rartici-
pants an& to a particular sphere of activ::Lty, where solidarity and

significance are present at different intensities. This question had
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to be faced in the *Conclusion' to each period of the Woodhouse
study when assessing the overall strength of coumnity sentiment,
and the following procedure was adoptede |

Amongst cerb;in categories of residents, communal activities
and rolationship; (especially irifomal ones, as evident in the
Sections on 'Family and Neighbours') revealed the presence of one
essential commmal element in particular (usually a sense of solid-
arity). In these instances observation often showed that the
second commnal element was present at about the same intensity, but
8o closely depegdent on or derived from the first as not to warrant
special discussion. Here the overall strength of community senti-
ment wes taken to be that revealed by the manifest (as opposed.to
the latent) conmmBI\ element. Where soliéarity and significance
eppeared as menifest ‘1 and distinct sentiments of differing intgnsity,
a rough averaging of\;.the two occurrede Thus if they were within
one 'degree' of each[lother (for exemple, solidarity very strong and
significance strong) \ commnity sentiment was usually taken to be
present at the higheir of the two levels. If the essential elements
were two 'degrees' epart (they were never more than this), the middle

'degree' was taken to indicate the level of commnity as a whole.

R



740,

This procedure was carried through with every attempt made to employ
the most accurate and consistent Judgment throughout, and to produce

the most consistent overall essessment of community possible to the

paerticipant observer.

5« Cross-sectional and chronological commnity studies

One of the‘weaknesses of any cross-sectional commnity study
(ies, en enquiry into the life of a settlement at different and separ—
ated times in its history) as opposed to a chronological study (ie.,
an enquiry into the ongoing life of a settlement over & period of time)
is that the an;alysis of social activity and structure may appear some~
what static.s Because no attempt has been made in the case-study to
set out eny sequence of events in 1912 or 1966, there is thus the
danger of underestipating the communal importance of the processes of
social action as de‘fined in Chapter II, 2, A, especially competition

\ . v
On the other hand, the data was very closely examined

and conflict.
to see whether qonnn?anally notable instances of these processes at work
were present, and t%lese have been referred to in the main body of the
empirical investiga%iqn. Though Woodhouse revealed certain instances

of commmal conflict (but not of non-commmal conflict) violent or
drematic social cﬁses were in fact rarely in evidence. It is, howe:rer,
quite possible that the study of other situations (such as those in which

racial tensions occur) would show conflict to be more communally

important than in the case of Woodhouse.
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6o Non-participants

This thesis has been concerned with the sfudy of commnity.
The empirical enquiry wes directed above all to discovering those
social activities\and relationships which engendered a sense of commr
unity. EBut havé those situations where commmnity sentiment was not
found thus been neglected, and a whole section of Woodhouse residents
been omitted from the study?} To cover what might have proved an
important *non-communal' group, attention was given where relevant to
non~participantse This category in fact revealed little of note
(their inactivi?;y or lack of interest in one sphere always being off-
set by participation in several others), Nevertheless, it remains to
be seen whetherf in other situations categories of people are found
who are virtually non-participents in all spheres of activity. Their

importance cannot bé‘\ discounted simply on the basis of this particular
|

v

case-studye.
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The future

This thesis has perhaps helped to go some way towards clarifying
the concept of community and demonstrating how it can be usefully
employed empiricglly. However, as this Chapter indicates, there still
remain several imi)or‘bant matters that require further discussion and
inveatigation. The present study points to three main fields for
future research, ali closely related to each othere Because commnity
is essentially a sentiment, one such field of enquiry will be concerned
with the .individual as such, and the way in which his communal sen;i-
ments emerge az;é. develope The second field of enquiry will be that
dealing with thle small group, findings relating to which have here
(see Chepter V) proved so useful in bridging the gap between cbmxmmity
sentiment end expressive behaviour. The ;third field of enquiry will
be concerned with the social system itself, and the whole gamut of
social activities arid relationships through which commnity is \expressed.
Research in this third end wider context will often need to be pursued
over fairly long peziiiods of time (a year or more), and sometimes be
given an historical [;dimension (2s in this thésis with the study of
Woodhouse in 1912 arlxd 1966). In this field espécially participant
observation has still an imx;ortant part to playe Only by the pursuit
of closely related research in these three fields can more be learnt

sbout the nature of commwnity, the major ‘forms in which it is expressed

end where it is territorially focused.
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AFEENDIX I

Letter to ex-Woodhouse residents

\ 65 Station Road
Woodhouse

Woodhouse 3148 ‘ SHEFFIELD.
January 1967

Dear

I am’at the present time undertaking a thesis for Sheffield
University on tk;e subject of Woodhouse between the years 1900 and 1967.
I have 1e§rnt from conversations with local people that you have spent ‘
some time in Woodhouse and have considersble experience of what life in |
the area used to be likes I would, therefore, be extremely grateful
if you could spare tbe time to let me have in wi-iti.ng some comments on

|
your period of residence here.
\

The main theme of my thesis is the extent to which the activities
I :
_ and socisl relationships of residents influenced their sense of ‘

communitye I am alsP concerned to know whether these activities and

relationships were cbntai.ned entirely within Woodhouse or weré

essociated with other groups outside it.
. t
Two aspects of this sense of commmnity are of particular importance

for my work = (I) the strength of the sense of belonging that existed
and (II) the degree of satisfaction residents had with the part they
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played in the life of the district, inside or outside Woodhouse
itself. For clarification I put these two concerns in question

form below.

I. How strong a sense of belonging did residents of Woodhouse
have during your stay in this area? ,

1. Which activities and social relationships were most
important in this connection? (ege in the sphere of family
life, of educating the young, of earning & living, of religious
activities, of leisure activities, of political affairs, of
F:eeping/ healthy and caring. for the needy, of keeping informed,
‘etce) J‘ .

2 What treditions, customs, events, incidents, etc. provided
evidence of this sense of belonging?

3¢ During your, time in Woodhouse, wm‘t changes, if eny, took
place in the1 strength of this sense of belonging? In what

spheres aia\;thesa occur?
I

. |
I1. How satisfied were rgidents, during your stay here, with

the part they played in the life of the district?
|
1. Which activities and social relationships (see the

exsmples in I.) gave them most satisfaction in this respect?
2. What treditions, etc. (see the parsllel question in I.)
- provided opportunity for the achievement of satisfaction in

this connection?
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Je During your time in Woodhouse, what changes, if any,
occurred in the degree of satisfaction that existed amongst
residents? In what spheres did these occur?

I would like to underline again that I am concerned to learn
whether this sense c;f belonging and of satisfaction with the role
played were associated entirely with Woodhouse or were related to
activities end relationships further afield.

Having commented on the other residents of Woodhouse, could you
please add a few words in relation to your own pkersonal feelings in
connection with th@ two points sbove - ie., to what extent did you
yourself have a sense of belonging and of satisfaction with the role
you played whilst resident here and which of your activities and re-
lationships, inside or cutside Woodhouse, were most important in
this respect.

- In order that I may have some information concerning your own
period of residence in“Woodhouae I would be grateful if you could

answer the following guestions :-

1. What brought you o Woodhouse (egs born here, marriage,
work, etc.)?

2. When did you reside here (exact years please)?
3. ‘Where did you live (addresses in chronologicsl order please)?

4o What relatives did you have and/or do you have living in
Woodhouse?
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5« What was your occupation and where did you work (eg.
schoolmaster at Woodhouse West School, miner at East
Colliery, Birley; housewife at home, in 'service' at
Firth Park, etc.)?

6. Why did you move from Woodhouse?

7 How sorry were you to leave? Would you come back to
live here if opportunity presented itself now?

I apologize for this duplicated form of communication and for the
rather difficult series of questions - if these are not clear please
do contact me and I will try to explain them in greater detail.

I quite reslize what a task I am setting in these busy days but
any comments slong the lines indicated sbove (and with regard to other
related matters you feel are important) would be most valusble. I
shall treat all information given with great discretion so as to avoid
any local embarraséinent if this thesis were later to be published.

Woodhouse as it was, however, is fast fading from the scene and

the more that can be done to document the life and history of this

- fascinating place the better.
My thanks in anticipation,

Yours sincersly,

" David B. Clark (Methodist Minister)
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Circuit Plans. 1891, 1919, 1933 =~ 1937.

Register of Burials; Woodhouse Cemetery. 1908, 1912,
'1952 and 1966. —ieetiouse Cenetery

Salvation Army, Woodhouse Corps Statistics. 1957 = 1967

Sample Census 1966. Sheffield County Borough, Hendsworth
Areas Mainly Enumeration Districts 16, 17, 18 and 25.
General Register Office, Titchfield.

" Schoc Atténdance Registers for the Station Road and
Woodhouse West Elementary (later Primary) Schools.

(Recording the occupaticns of parents). 1919 = 1956,

The Whitsuntide Demonstration. (Progremmes giving the
pumber of scholars snd teachers in each Sunday School).

1908, 1912 - 1950.
The Woodhouse Parlsh Church Registers. (Giving details of

baptisms, merrieges and Easter Dey commnicants).
1678 = 1966,

i

Woodhouse St. Paul's Methodist Church; Baptismel end Marriage
Registers. 1962 - 1966.

Woodhouse Wesléx Church; Beptismal end Marriege Registers.

19 2 = 19 . ) )



