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Significance 

The organization of the two Elementary Schools provided very little 

scope for the attainment of a sense of significance. The only official 

position of any note was �f�o�~� monitor, but, though some pupils regarded 

it as something of a privilege to collect and give out exercise books, 

empty the waste-paper basket, fetch chalk for the teachers, and be called 

by their Christian name (Where the teacher would usually address the rest 

of the class by their full name or their surname alone), others felt it 

Was merely a chore. An old pupil comments that one was far more likely 

to command respect amongst one's peers if one possessed a tennis ball, 

for the loan of which at playtime 'you could be captain as well as take 

all the comers and free kicks!' 

At the Secondary School, membership of one of the higher grade edu-

cational institutions of the day was denoted by the boys wearing green 

caps and the girls wearing green knitted caps, all with a special school 

badge on. The school crest was 'an eagle soaring up to the empyrean,' 
1 

and the motto, 'Summum petite,' (aim at the highest), both crest and 

motto indicating a very different attitude to status achievement than 

existed at the Elemeritary Schools. Buckley writes; 'In a short time 

those ''Who derided us came to look upon becoming a meniber of our School 
2 

as a great honour.' . In the early days there was no Head Boy or Head 

1. Buckley, S. (ea:) John Buckley (1865-1944). Kendal, 194.6. p.77. 
2. Magazine of the Woodhouse Secondary School; later known as the 

Woodhouse Grammar School. Woodnotes. April 1941. 
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Girl, but a prefectorial system was in the process of being developed. 

The staff experienced considerable role 'attachment' as well as 

'commitment' in their work and Buckley notes of his first few years in 
1 

Woodhouse that 'I simply lived for the School.' 

,NON-PARTICIPANTS 

As an elementary school education was compulsory at this time, all 

children participated with varying degrees of regularity in the life of 

the local schools. Where there were absentees, these were usually away 

because of the normal reasons. In 1907, the Headmaster of the West 

School attributed what absenteeism there was to sickness, assisting at 

home, defying the law and lack of adequate clothing, with 6 cas es of 
2 

children then having 'no boots.' The degree to which parents did or 

did not take an active interest in the education of their children has 

already been touched On above. 

'ilie Secondary School, though commanding a great deal of loyalty 

from staff, pupils and parents of the latter, aroused a considerable 

amount of opposition in the local district, especially prior to the First 

World War. Buckley wri tea , 'Our efforts were scrutinised with not too 
3 

sympathetic, critical eyes; the general attitude was one of aloofness.' 

'Many of the people,' he states, 'called it a "white elephant," and said .-
1. BucklBY, S. (ed.) John Buckley (1865-194lt:). Kendal, 1946. p.84. 
2. The School Log of the Woodhouse West Elementary School. Jan. 1907. 
3. Magazine of the Woodhouse Secondary School; later known as the Woo~ , , 

house Grammar School. Woodnotes. May 1927. 
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1 
it would be a great burden on the rates.' In 19l2, at the annual 

Speech Day, the Woodhouse Express reported the Chairman as saying that 

'some time ago the Secondary School was looked ~pon in a very cold manner, 
2 

but he hoped that time had passed.' But a week later a Woodhouse 

'working man' expressed himself' as f'ollows in a letter to the local press: 

'Having read the report of' the prize day at the Secondary School, I was 

much struck by the tone of' all the speakers. From the beginning to the 

end the theme was that the working class parents should deny themselves 

of' all privileges to send their children to the Secondary School ••••• 

Do the speakers consider the position of' a working man with his present 

Wages and a family to keep? Can a man do his duty a t home and let his 

boys and girls stay at school untU they are sixteen or seventeen years 

of age, and become, as was stated, an asset of the nation? I think that 

When lads get to that age, and their fathers have to toil to keep them, 
3 

they should be an asset of the father.' Buckley believes that the 

force of the opposition had been spent by 1914, but, for a while, it would 

seem that the 'incoming' of the Secondary School was regarded by the more 

Wealthy as rivalling the excellent education they had arranged for their 

own children outside'the local district, and by a certain section of 

Working class residents as a challenge to the accepted pattern of' ed~ -
·1. Buckley, S. (ed.) John Buckley (1865=19Wt). Kendal, 1946. p.73. 

2. The Eck~ona Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 16/11/12. 
3. ~ 23. U/l2. 
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ca tion and work. Even the other local schools were antagonistic at 

first and Buckley comments, 'We certainly did not receive the good 

wishes of the community. Prejudice and actual dislike existed in the 

Elementary Schools toward us. In coming to school, our pupUs were 

openly reviled and abused. It is difficult to conceive a more dis-
1 

tressing beginning.' Nevertheless, local opposition in these early 

days also helped to bind the pupils and staff together in defence of 

what they ardently believed to be a very challenging and exciting 

educational venture. 

SUMMING UP 

In 1912, the very large majority of Woodhouse chUdren were edu­

cated within the local district. Most attended the Station Road or 

West Elementary Schools, from the age of about 5 untU that of 13, whilst 

a few, mainly from top or independent intermediate class families, were 

educated privately, at the Woodhouse Dual Secondary School, or sometimes 

right outside the local district. Attempts to organize adult education 

classes were not successful. 

A very strong s.~se of solidarity existed amongst small groups of 

children attending the two Elementary Schools. Friendships were mainly 

confined to chUdren of similar age and the same sex, and resulted from 

the fact that most of them had been bom and bred in the same locality and 

passed through the school in a relatively unchanged and undisturbed group. 

1. Buckley, S. (ed.) John Buckley (1865=19410. Kendsl, 1946. p.74. 
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But beyond the range of the small group, solidarity was Jmlch less 

evident. Within the class as a whole it was only moderately strong. 

This was the consequence of numerous limiting factors, such as the large 

size of classes, cramped seating arrangements, a narrow range of subjects 

taught formally 'fran the front,' and strict discipline. Although the 

geographical location of the schools (West v. East), and the catchment 

area from which the children were drawn, engendered slight local rivalry, 

the Elementary Schools as a whole commanded only a .!!2!!s sense of attach­

ment amoIlgs t the children. For the staff, in part due to the many years 

spent by them in the same institution, the sense of belonging was strong. 

Neither Headmaster assumed the role of a truly symbolic figure for his 

school, and the pupil-teacher bond was on the whole a ~ one. The 

miners' strike of 1912 did, however, throw chUdren and especially staff 

more closely together, through the attempt to meet the needs of the poor 

and badly fed famUies. Strenuous efforts by the schools succeeded 

from time to time in giving the children a moderate sense of national 

pride, a sentiment strengthened by the great stress laid on the importance 

of the Royal Family and the keen interest taken in their visits to the 

extended district. 

At the Secondary School, the sense of solidarity amongst pupUs, 

most of whom came from a similar social background, was very strong. 

Classes were much smaller in number, subjects very varied, and a good 

deal of freedom of expression permitted. Very strong attachment to the 
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school as a whole was engendered especially by the numerous activities 

and events outside the classroom; games, outings, drama, Sports Day, 

Speech Day, etc. The house system helped in drawing pupils together 

across the various age groups in fostering team spirit. The bond 

between scholars and teachers was strong, especially in the pioneering 

days of the school when local opposition helped to knit them all together. 

The Headmaster was here a thoroughly symbolic figure. 

Children at the Elementary Schools attained only a ~ sense of 

significance. Though parents were just beginning to take a more positive 

interest in the education of their children, school for most pupils was 

an accepted duty, and for some just a bore. Children could gain little 

recognition of their academic or other abilities, and there was virtually 

no scope for the exercise of personal initiative or responsibility. The 

pupil was by and large a passive recipient ot information. It is not 

surprising that almost all the children were extremely eager to be off 

into the world at 1.3 or, if possible, earlier. 

A very different situation existed at the Secondary School. Here 

the whole institution was geared to enabling children to reach their full 

potential, both academically and in other fields, and most attained a 

very strong sense of significance through one channel or 6nother. Edu-

. cation was seen and prized as a vital means of achieving a status bearing 

career, and children were actively encouraged in their studies at every 
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turn by staff and parents. Significance was further enhanced by 

the children's and teachers' consciousness that each was part of an 

up-and-coming higher educa tional ea tablishment. 



7. RELIGION 

INTRODUCTION 

The religious organizations in Woodhouse in 1912 were as 

foUows:-

Denomination 

Society of 
Friends 

Wealeyan Metho­
dist Church 

Congregational 
Church 

Mormons 

Uni ted Meth0d18 t 
Free Church 

Primitive Metho­
dist Church 

. Saint James' 
Church of England 

Salvation Arm:s 

Firs t active in 
Woodhouse 

Mid 17th century 

La te 18th Century 

Early 19th century 

c l848 

1850 

c 1866 

c 1885 

Da te Church bull t and 
location 

1885 Meetinghouse Lane 
Adul t School 
Institute -
Sheffield Road 

1879 Chapel Street 

1877 Bei.ghton Road . 
Sunday School -
Mal thous e Lane 

cottage meetings - Sheffield 
Road 

Sunday School - the Old 
Assembly Rooms, Tannery 
Street 

1889 Chapel street 

1905 Chapel street 

1878 Tithe Bam Lane 
Sunday School -
Endowed School, 
Waterslaeks Lane 

An old barn, Tannery Street 
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Local members of the Church of England had looked to Handsworth, 

jus t aver a mile away across the valley to the North, as their place 

of worship for many years, but, in 1878, the local Anglican Church of 

Saint James was consecrated as the head of a separate Woodhouse Parish, 

carved out of the Ancient Parish of Handaworth. 

In 1912, all the Woodhouse churches were associated with an organ­

izational grouping, diocese, district, division, etc., centred on 

Sheffield. Several churches, however, bed close links with other places 

reaching well out into the extended district. The United Methodists, 

for example, were in a far flung circuit stretching from Sheffield to 

Eckington in the south and Mexborough in the north-east and the Primitive 

Methodists belonged to the Rotherham Circuit spreading out to the east 

as far as Rawmarsh. The Society of Friends and Salvation A:rmy were in 

touch with sister bodies almost as far afield. 

PARTICIPANm 

The strength of the Woodhouse churches in 1912 is hard to assess 

because of the lack of adequate or canparable figures. However, it 

appears that the Wesleyans were the largest body, in 1919, the tirst 

date when names on fiUl extant roll are accurately recorded, having 143 

tull members.- The Parish Church was also strong and, in 1912, Easter 
1 

Day ccmnunicants rose to 'a record number' of 154-- In 1908, the 

-
1. Woodhouse Parish Church Magazine. :May 1912. 
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Woodhous e Express reported that 'the Salvation Army ••••• has greatly 
1 

increased in number and quality,' an old local Salvationist reporting 

that the Woodhouse Corps was about 80 strong at this time. In 1912, 

the Congregational Church had an official membership of 76 and the United 

Methodist Church of 45. Though figures are not available for the Society 

of Friends and the Primitive Methodist Church, these two bodies had un­

doubtedly the smallest membership during this period. No information 

of any note exists about the Mormons, it being doubtful whether more than 

one or two families were ever really closely connected with this group. 

Official figures, such as those just mentioned, give little indi­

cation of the number of 'adherents' linked with the churches and of the 

impact of the latter on the affairs of the local district. Congregations 

were always weU in excess of formal membership retums. Again, however, 

it is difficult to obtain precise figures. The only attempt to count 

the number of churchgoers in Woodhouse was made by a Congregational 

Minister who was resident in tile local district between 1889 and 1905. 

At some unspecified time during this period a band of helpers observed 

that, OD one particular Sunday, adult morning congregations totalled 620 
2 

and adult evening congregations 853. Totalling the adult congregations 
" 

reported by o~d residents for the period just prior to the First World 

War, it would seem that number had dropped slightly to about 500 adul ta 

. OD a Sunday morning and 650 OD a Sunday evening. Although many people 

-
1. The E ress. 4/1/08. 
2. Ibid. -
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attended both morning and evening service, these tigures indicate that 

some 20% to 25% ot the adult population worshipped regularly. On 

Sundays, especially at the morning service when the ladies were often at 

home preparing the Sunday dinner, men would be as prominent as women in 

the congregation. Very tew residents, other than a comparatively small 

number ot Roman Catholics going over to their Parish Church at Handsworth, 

went outside the local die trict to worship and only a handful came in. 

All the churches, with the possible exception ot the Society ot 

Friends, provided an important meeting ground tor children. The number 
1 

on the roll ot the various Sunday Schools as returned tor 1912 is as 

tollows:-

Sunday School Scholars Teachers 

Church ot England (including the 
Woodhouse Mill Mission Church) 400 35 

United Methodist Church 230 34-

Wesleyan Church 228 51 

Primitive Methodist Church 220 25 

Sal va tion Arrlr3 163 19 

Congregational Church 90 15 

Society ot Friends 20 2 

Total 1.J.a 181 

-
1. .Annual Whi tsuntide Processions. Order ot Service and annual Return 

ot Scholars and Teachers in each Woodbouse Sunday School. The 
tigures tor 1912 being those returned in 1913. 



In 1912, therefore, the number of children on the roll of one or 

other of the Sunday Schools was 1,351. Although the ages of the 

scholars are not mentioned, it is certain that the majority were between 

5 and 13 years old, and that thus well over 5OCfo (perhaps even as many as 

75}&) of Woodhouse children in this age group attended Sunday School at 

some time during the year. Attendance every Sunday was somewhat less 
1 

marked, but figures reported, in March 1912, by the Wesleyans showed 

that, in their case, during the preceding 12 months, the average morning 

attendance had been 40%, and the average atternoon attendance 48%, ot 

.!!! those children on the roll. Even taking into account that a number 

of children attended both morning and afternoon, this still represents a 

high regular weekly a tt~ndance. It could well be, theretore, that almost 

halt the Woodhouse children went to Sunday School regularly at this time. 

lI8JlY Woodhouse tamilies who rarely attended church were brought into 

contact with the latter through the various 'rites de passage.' The 

Parish Church was dominant in this connection- In 1912, the clergy there 
2 

carried out 'baptisms every Sunday at three, and every Wednesday at six,' 

such frequency obviously being necessary as, during that year, 179 child­

ren were baptized. In the tive years, 1908 to 1912 inclusive, an average 
3 . 

of 201 children per "year were baptized at the Parish Church, only 5.5% 

ot the parents living outside the &rish. On the other hand, baptisms 

1. The Eokington, Woodhouse and Staveley Ex:press. 10/3/12. 
2. Woodhouse Parish Church Magazine. Jan. 1912. 
3. Woodhouse Parish Church. Register of Baptisms. 
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at the other Woodhouse churches were very tew in DUmber, perhaps no more 

than half' a dozen a year. 'Churching' was a regular practice and many 

mothers believed that a visit to the Parish Church was essential betore 

neighbours could cross their threshold with impunity atter a child had 

been born in the hane. The clergy also otticiated at the large majority 

of' weddings, in 1912, 42 couples being married at the Parish Church, only 

5% ot the women and 24% of' the men residing prior to marriage outside 

the Parish. For the years 1908 to 1912 inclusive,- the average number ot 

weddings there per year was 41. ot those buried at the Woodhouse cemetery 

in 1912 (cremation was unheard of' then), a mere 8% had died outside the 

Parish, and all ot these in Sheffield hospitals. 

SOCIAL ACTION 

Solidarity 

By far the busies t day tor regular churchgoers was Sunday, the full 

time-table of the United Methodist Church outlined below being by no means 
.. 

exceptional. 

7.00 am. Prayer meeting 

9.30 am. Sunday School 

10.30 am. Morning service 

2.00 pm. Sunday School 

3.00 pm. Pleasant Sunday Afternoon (October - March) 

6.00 pm. Evening service 

7.30 pm. Prayer meeting 
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This was the hey-day of the Pleasant Sunday Afternoon, or • the 

P.S.A.' as it was always called, and in 1912 such events were running 

at the Congregational, the Primitive Methodist and the United Methodist 

churches. The latter, however, was by far the most popular and, started 

in 1891, was by this time at or just over its peak. In 1908, the 

Woodhouse Express conmented on a previous Sunday afternoon: 'At the 

Uni ted Methodist church, there was as usual a :full house, extra seats 
1 

being necessary in the aisles.' One member of that Church estimates 

that the average weekly attendance was then in the region of 300. Other 

notable Sunday events were the Christian Union at the Wesleyan Church, 

which catered for up to 75 men and women wery Sunday afternoon, the 

Friends' Adult School which, in March 1908, attracted 78 in the morning 
2 

and over 200 in the wening of its third anniversary and the • open-airs' 

organized by the Salvation Army. The latter were held round the village 

Cross on Saturday and Sunday nights and, states one resident, 'you could 

hardly squeeze past' so large was the crowd which stopped to watch and 

listen. 

The week-day time-table was almost as tulle Amongst children, the 

Band of Hope (Band ot Love at the Salvation Army) and the Junior Christian 

Endeavour were best attended. The fomer was a popular type of get 

together with songs, solos, recitations and talks. In 1908, it was reportee 

-
1. The Eck~ton, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 
2. ~ 2 3/08. 

2&13/08. 



that the Wealeyan Band of Hope had 80 girls and 77 boys on the roll 

with an average weekly attendanoe of 75. In February 1908, about 250 

attended a Band of Hope tea at the United Methodist Church. For YO\Dlg 

people, 'one of the beat attended meetings was the Parish Churoh Girls' 

Guild whioh, in 1912, held an annual fSnoy dreas ball (danoing 7.00 pm. 

until 1.00 am.) attraoting about 120 people. In April of that year, 150 

people were present at another Girls' Guild danoe at the Endowed Sohool. 

For young men, many ot the ohurches provided sporting aotivities. 1he 

various elevens seem to have been tormed, disbanded and retormed with 

some regularity during these years, but, in 1908, there is evidenoe ot at 

least 5 football and 6 oricket teams linked with the ohurches. Not all 

'Was peaoe within, however, in 1912 the Parish Churoh Football Club being 

expelled from the Sunday Sohool League for keeping a bogus register, 

playing men under wrong names and fielding inelligible men on 4.8 
1 

oocasions. Two religious bodies had more elaborate sports olubs. One 

of these 'Was run by the Congregational Church who, in 1908, turned an old 
2 

mal thouse into a 'gymnasiwn,' by 1909 this olub having a membership of 

about 50. 1he Society of Friends, in 1906, sponsored a Sooial Institute, 

open dally from 9.00" am. to 10.00 pm.., for 'billiards, bagatelle and other 
3 . 

games' whioh, by 1912, in addition to football and oricket, ran a fishing 

olub and harriers \ team of some repute. 

1. ~ 13/1/12. 
2. Woodhouse gongregational Churoh Magazine. 1909. 
3. A tkin, E. Historioal Notes and Memories of Woodhouse, 

1086-1953. p.82. 
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For adults, the weekly round of church activities was equally 

busy, though many of them were also involved in the meetings and events 

just mentioned. The Methodists held olass meetings regularly, many 

chu:rclles had mid-week services ot one sort or another and all (apart from 

the Society of Friends) had choirs and choir-practices. Ladies Sewing 

Meetings (or Work Parties) ran in at least four churches. One of the 

most popular of the regular week-night activities was run by the Wesleyens. 

This was called the 'Woodhouse Wesley Guild' in 1912, though, for sane 

time before this, and again from October 1913 onwards, it was known by 

its more accurate title of the 'Woodhouse Wealeyan Literary Society.' 

The <illscuasion of literary classics was the main interest, and in this 

meeting the more artioulate members of many local churches spoke and 

shared their views. At the turn of the Century, official membership 

was as high as 193, although numbers actually attending weekly would have 

been considerably less. In 1912, the Woodhouse Express reported that 
1 

76 people were present on a particular evening in February. 

The variety and frequency of these Sunday and weekly activities led, 

in time, to the establishment of a very strong sense of solidarity amongst 

the large number of residents regularly attending them- Many of those 

who did not always go to church on Sundays were also drawn in, and the 

influence of the churches, as social and educational as well as religious 

centres, was considerable throughout the local district. Solidarity 

1. The Eckington. Woodhouse and Stavele:y Express. 3/2/l2. 
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was further enhanced by the regular dissemination of news about the 

activities and members ot the varioua organizations. In 1912, monthly 

magazines were being produced by the Parish Church (tirst published in 

1888), the Wesleyan Chureh (begun in 1889) and the Congregational Chureh 

(tirst published in 1909). Circulation figures were large, but the only 

preeise infomation is tor 1892, when the Pariah Church was producing 700 

copies a month. 

The regular and trequent weekly activities organized by the churches 

were supplemented by 'specials' throughout the year. At the Parish 

Church the peak events were probably Easter and Harvest Festival, whilst 

at the Free Churehes a whole host ot annual celebrations vied tor pride 

ot place. Sunday School Anniversaries perhaps here headed the list with 

churches packed tor these events throughout June and July. Easter, tor 

the !ree Churches, was a time ot cantatas and teas. Harvest Festivals 

were also very popular, in September 1912, the Salvation Army reporting 
1 

'splendid meetings and good congregations', and. 'Christmas Day was a day 
2 

ot music in the village :from early morning to late evening' with bands 

and ohurch choirs out in strength. 

" To this series ot annual events, the churches now and then added 

other ·special eftorts_ One notable event in 1912, bringing a large 

nwnber ot residents together, was a rural tete organized by the Parish 

1. 
2. in Woodhouse b 
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Church on Feast Wednesday. All kinds of competitions and entertain-

ments were arranged for the day and the Woodhouse Express estimated 
1 

that about 1,000 people were present. The organizer afterwards 

commented on the occasion; 'From a social point of view the fete 

afforded ample opportunities for our cCllgregations to fraternise and 

rub shoulders with one another, thus fostering the sentiment ot loyalty 

which is so essential to the weltare of the corporate lite on one's 

beloved Church, and it was pleasant to see the interest in the proceedings 
2 

and to note the many happy greetings taking place.' 

So m~h tor the many regular activities and events taking place in 

connection with each particular church, which all in all engendered a 

very strong sense ot solidarity. Between the churches, interaction 

was much less intense. Intormally, members would visit each other's 

'special' services, notably Sunday School Anniversaries and Barves t 

Festivals, whilst other activities, such all the United Methodists' P.S.A., 

the Friends' Adult School and the Wesleyan Literary Society attracted 

people of every denanination. But organized joint meetings were tew 

and tar between, the only regular one ot importanoe being the annual 

Whitsuntide gathering. By 1912, all churches participated, but there 
. 

is no evidence ot the Parish Church or Society of Friends being involved 

in the procession betore 1908. (The tormer was certainly not involved 

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Expreas. 2lt/8/12. 
2. WoodhOHSe Parish Church Magazj.ne. Sept. 1912. 
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1 2 
in 1903 or the latter in 1899.) In 1912, 'punctually at two o'clock 

(on Wbi tsuntide Sunday and Monday), the' procession left the Meeting 

House end headed by the Handsworth Woodhouse Prize Band ••••• marched 

along Tannery Street, Chapel Street, end Cross street, picking up as it 
3 

swept along, the contingents trom. the various Sunday Schools en route.' 

Hymns were then sung round the Cross, atter which the various Sunday 

Schools dispersed, on the Monday going to their own churches tor tea 

followed by games until darkness in a field lent by a local councUlor. 

This was the time of the year when scholars and teachers turned out in 

tun force and well over 1,000 children alone would be in the procession 

and gatbered round the Cross. It was also a family occasion and 'on 

each day, there was a very large gathering ot parents and f'riends to hear 
4-

the singing.' Nevertheless, the level of actWll interaction between the 

scholars, teachers and members of the different churches does Dot appear 

to have been high; all the Sunday Schools marched separately and re-

mained in their respective ccmpanies untU the dispersal. The tea and 

games OD the Monday were not inter-church affairs. It would seem, there­

fore, that the event figured more than anything else as a ceremonial 

drama, the manifest tunctiOD of which was to demonstrate the numerical 

1. Woodhouse Parish Ch!U"oh Magazine. July 1903. 
2. Woodhouse Wesleyen Church Magazine. June 1899. 
3. The Ecktlfion, Woodhouse and Stavele,I Express. 
4-. !bid. 12. -

1/6/12. 



The Whitsuntide Demonstration. 
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strength of the various religious bodies, over against the non-

churchgoing populace. The fact that the annual procedure was, by 1912, 

already formalized and that the focus of attention was the children 

rather than the adults, amongst whom diff'erences of' church allegiance 

were stronger, facilitated a corporate show of strength which otherwise 

might have been tar less easy to mount. 

The problem of' organizing united ventures isbome out by an event 

peculiar to 1912, the miners' minimum wage strike, which lasted from the 

end of February until early April. The Salvation Army were very soon 

in the field, operating independently, and 'were busy with reliet tickets 
1 

end giving soup and bread away at the Hall ter six weeks. • But in the 

f'ace ot great hardship in the area, it was not until the strike had run 

over 3 weeks that a general meeting ot the Woodhouse churches was convened 
2 

to consider what they could do to help, and a reliet tund started. Good 

work: was then done and a large sum collected and distributed, but the 

tardiness with which the larger churches joined forces in this real 
as well as 

emergency was a sign that, as yet, they were reticent about,/inexperienced 

in,ection ot a joint nature, and that an overall sense ot solidarity was 

relatively weak. 

-
1. 
2. 

The Woodhouse Salvation Army. CorpS Histo:r;,y. 
The Eokington. Woodbouse and staveley Express. 

( Unpublished) 
30/3/12. 



Significance 

Sunday services and prayer meetings in themselves provided consid­

erable opportunity tor selt-expression. Free vocal participation was 

still common and 'Hallelujah" 'Amen" and 'Bless the Lordl' were often 

heard in Free Church services. A resident recalls how at prayer meetings 

at the United Methodist Church one old gentleman used to kneel ceremoni­

ously on a big red handkerchief and thump the table. Another would 

stamp his teet. 

Weekly activities gave considerable scope for old and young to gain 

a sense of significance. Musical talent, for example, found a~e means 

of expression. The choirs regularly performed cantatas and anthems and. 

gave concerts. Now and then a 'promotion' perfo~nce was arranged to 

assist the reputation and finances of those with especial ability. In 

19l2, the Wesleyans aITanged a recital by one of their members, Cathy . 

Leadbetter who was a violinist and elocutionist of great ability, to help 
. 1 
'a rising artist.' Instrumentalists often joined the Salvation Army 

Band; in 1912, this was some 20 strong and a few years later the numbers 

had risen to 32. :he Wesleyan Orchestra was by no means a 'closed-shop.' 

An advertisement which appeared. in the Woodhouse Express in 1908 ran as 

follows: 'Woodhouse Wesleyan Orchestral Society bave a fflif vacancies. 

Ladies and Gentlemen who attend sane Place of Worship, and who are desirous 

of becoming members, should make immediate written application to the 
-



1 
Secretary ••••• ' 

Participation in other activities likewise offered scope for self'-

expression and a sense ot tulfilment. At the Wesleyan Literary Society, 

mentioned betore, members took the lead in introducing the works ot 

Dickens or Kingsley or Thackeray and regularly joined in the ensuing 

discussion. Debates were often held. The Society attracted a tair 

cross-section of residents from John Buckley, headmaster ot the Secondary 
2 

School, 'to the humble miner groping his way through a Tolstoyan novel,' 

but all seemed to find the evening extremely worthwhile. 

The children too were made to teel that ~rticipation socially 

counted tor aanething. Prizes tor regular attendance were given at 

several of the Sunday Schools and Bands ot Hope (as they were at the 

adul t P.S.As.). Many children tound a certain degree ot signitioance 

through missionary colleoting or taldng the scripture examinations; in 

1912, a scholar from the United Methodists' ooming 12th in all England 

in the latter. NCM' and then a Sunday Sohool would undertake a public 

entertainment ot some kind and the children be given the opportunity to 

8:1ng end aot, as when in July 1912 the Parish Church School staged an 

operetta involving '40 voioes' and the Endowed School was orowded for tour 

nights. Sunday School .Anniversaries were big occasions tor the children 

With "best dresses and new ribbons, and one is assured by older residents 

that reciting or singing solo at such times was felt to be 'an honour' 

and 'a thrill.' -
1. Ibid. 2l/loj08. 
2.'BUCkley, S. (ed.) John Euckley (1865=19Mt). Kendsl, 1946. p.134-e 



Adul t significance was enhanced by the many personal references 

that appeared in the three church magazines. Here the mention of births, 

marriages and deaths, with often quite long paragraphs of congratulation 

or condolence, brought individuals or families into the limelight. Old 

issues of these periodicals are still kept by residents because they 

recorded 'my father's death' or 'my baptism.' 

Social recognition also came through longevity of service, sooner 

or later acknowledged by public approval or symbolic reward in connection 

with a variety of church activities. In the Wesleyan magazine for June 

1910, an article appeared paying tribute to 19 teachers who had been 

continuously linked with the Sunday School there, as scholars or teachers, 

for periods varying trom 25 to 55 years. During the same year the 

Primitive Methodists presented diplomas to .3 teachers with 46, 34- and 26 

years' service respectively. Such continuous endeavour called for a 

good deal of role attachment as well as camnitment. In June 1914, the 

Parish Church magazine recorded thAt a presentation had been made to 

Joseph Biggs for 25 years' service as their organist. It Was also noted 

with approval that one member had been in the choir for 30 years and that 

the Fowler family, 6 boys in succession, had 'done the pumping' for even 

longer than ~ • 

. Because f"" inter-church activities existed, opportun1 ties for 

achievement of significance on a wider level was limited. Speakers or 

soloists of note would go round from church to church performing at 

various events and a village-wide reputation was sometimes built up. But 
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the lack: ot joint social action meant that in this connection most people 

tound a sense ot signitic811ce within their own church circle. 

SOCIAL STRUgruRE 

§.olidari ty 

The comnon interests that drew residents to participate in activities 

sponsoJ,"ed by the Woodhouse churches were supplemented by social ties which 

linked members very closely together. Solidarity was enhanced, tor 

example, by the tact that many churchgoers were related to each others. 

This 'Was the day ot large nuclear tamilies and, as many ot the latter 

attended church as a unit, close relatives would often be active in numer­

ous sections ot church lite. An old member ot the United Methodist Church 

comments, 'We had a read;y-made Sunday School. You didn't have to go out 

aad hunt tor them in those days.' Even where parents were themselves in­

trequent attenders, all the children in the family would often be sent along 

to Sunday School or week-day activities. Extended tamily ties between 

churchgoers were, however, not so numerous as one might imagine. This Was 

especially true where residents had moved into the local district only 

comparatively recently. On the other hand, the well established Woodhousa 

residents as a whole were more closely related, and in many cases these 

were very active in church attairs-

Virtually aU the churches contained a cross-section ot the various 

SOcial classes outlined in the Chapter on 'Work.' One Wesleyan member 

'Writes, 'I went to Sunday School with all and sundry 8lld count some ot 
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them still my friends - we were a happy lot and enjoyed our simple 

pleasures. t None the less, each church possessed a social and cultural 

ethos of its own and each congregation tended to attract residents of a 

particular social class. !'his in turn, strengthened attachment to fellow 

members of the church. Older residents are agreed that the Wesleyan 

Church and the Parish Church came at the top of the social scale. t The 

people with money went to the Wesleyans, t remarks one old woman. A 

Wesleyan minister, stationed in Woodhouse about this time, writes that 'a 

fair proportion of business and professional families' attended his church. 

A similar social structure was evident within the Parish Church, the con-

gregation including, amongst others, a doctor, two headmasters, a building 

contractor, the owner of the old tanyard, several farmers, numerous lead-

ing tradesmen and several of those holding responsible positions in the 

collieries. The Congregational Church came next in line with one or two 

members linked with the top class of residents and a large proportion . 

drawn from the intermediate class. The United Methodists and the Society 

of Friends attracted members mainly from the intermediate and working 

classes, though in earlier times the Friends had been of much higher 

standing locally. The Primitive Methodist Church and the Salvation Army 
" 

Corps stood at the lower end of the social scale, having a majority of 

their people associated with the working class. The Salvation~ in 

particular was regarded, as one old resident connnents, as 'something of 

a stream apart, t whilst an old Salvationist states, 'We were then the 

poor relations. t 
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The years preceding the First World War, produced certain symbolic 

f'igures (see Chapter VI, 4-) within several of the Woodhouse congregations. 

At the Wesleyen Church, John Hardcastle was such a person, though he was 

not a particularly popular man. In local district affairs he was a 

Registrar. He was first associated with the Wesleyan Church in 1855 as 

a Sunday School scholar and, by 1912, had held virtually every office of' 

note there. In the Wesleyan magazine for June 1910 he was described as 

'the father of the Society.' At the Parish Church, the most notable 

symbolic figure was Vicar Booth, not an outstanding personality, but one 

Who had held the Woodhouse living from 1887 and was regarded by many as 

• a grand old man. • Sarah .Ann Jackson filled this role at the United 

Methodist Church, a saintly little lady who for many years was President 

of' the P.S.A. there, quite an honour for a womanl For several decades 

her portrait hung in one of the church vestries. William John Hooley 

Was a symbolic figure at the Congregational Church, beooming a member 

there about 1860, and holding many offices. The Woodhouse Express re­

ported, in 1910, that • for many years he has been the mainstay of Congre-
1 

gationalism in this district.' 

The strict religious mores of' the day generally helped to bind churah-

goers together. The Sabbath was a day of religious observance for many 

people and, even those who never attended church, were caught up in the 

customs of the ti.me. Most children were not permitted to play games and 

special books were provided for quiet reading. For the adults, work 

-
1 •. The Eckington. Woodhouse and Staveley Express. llt/5/10. 



stopped completely, even at the local collieries, and ver.y tew people 

did odd jobs or gardening on a Sunday. On one occasion a man approach­

ing a local builder on a Sunday for a bucket of sand was sent away empty­

handed, with a text humming in his ears, and one old resident recalls 

that washing hu.ng out on a Sunday was once out down by offended neigh­

bours. This was the day when 'Sunday olothes' were worn, when a special 

Sunday "'inner was cooked and when hymn singing round the piano in the 

evening was the norm. 

Religious mores extended beyond Sabbath observance as such to other 

matters. Sermons at all clnlrches, with the possible exception of the 

Parish Church, were lengthy and moralistic, with a strong biblical content. 

The themes ot addresses given during the week and of articles in the 

various church magazines were in a similar vein. The Free Churches still 

found a conmon bond in upholding the 'nonconformist conscience,' in 1912, 

the Wesleyan Christian Union drawing a good audience for a talk on 'Modern 

Drink: Snares,' and the United Methodist P.S.A. for an address by 'a con­

verted gambler' and another by 'a converted drunkard.' Amongst children 

and young people, strict temperance teaching, for example within the 

Bands of Hope, was stUl the order of the day. Such homogeneity of norms 

helped many churchgoers to know what was expected of them and enhanced a 

teeling of belonging to a distinot body with definite standards. 

Structural features engendering solidarity ecross the churches were 

muoh less marked.. Kinship ties did cross denominational boundaries but 

only in relatively few instances end, in any case, did little to weaken 
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the distinctiveness of each oongregatio~ Differenoes of sooial olass 

between the leaders of each ohurch tended to keep oongregations apart 

and, now and then, different attitudes to sooial questions oaused some 

disagreement. For example, the Methodists and the Salvationists did not 

look very favourably upon the praotioe of oertain Parish Church Choir 

members slipping into looal pUblio houses for a drink after servioes. 

Significanoe 

The large number ot church organizations aotive in Woodhouse at 

this time provided many major and minor offioes whereby members oould 

attain a strong and scmetimes very strong sense of signifioanoe. Church­

warden, sidesman, looal preacher, sooiety steward, trustee, leader, 

deaoon, choirmaster, organist, Sunday School teaoher, president of the 

Pleasant Sunday Afternoon, bandmaster; these and many other positions 

were open to those with the time and energy to fill them. Nor were 

suoh offioes, and many lesser ones, to be despised. They were posts of 

sooial standing in the looal distriot, and to oocupy them 'WaS regarded 

by many as a oonsiderable honour. The unwritten rule 'men only' was, 

however, strongly upheld at this time. For example, the 19 sidesmen at 

the l?arish Church elected in 19l2 were all men, as were the trustees of 

the three Methodist Churches. With only one or two notable exoeptions, 

men held the reins in every local district church. Even the Salvation 

ArDI3" favoured this situation, one of their number reviewing the history 

of their band in later yesrs, proudly stating that 'another distinction 

the band has is that there have never been any women playing ••••• at 

1 
Woodhouse.' The attainment of a sense ot significance through holding 
1. Ibid. l7/ll/62. - , 



ohuroh offioe was thus largely an opportunity afforded to male 

members. 
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The system of 'pew rents' at at least three local distriot ohurches 

enabled the more prominent members to enjoy the respeot which they felt 

their sooial standing in the local distriot warranted. This was espec­

ially the case at the Wesleyan Churoh where the praotioe was a means of 

preserving a degree of 'sooial distance' within an otherwise very solidary 

group. Seats in the ohurch were 'graded' with the best pews, for which 

the highest rent was paid, at the back downstairs, the names of the 

oooupants appearing on a oard slotted into a frame on the end of each 

pew. With the leas wealthy members sitting mainly at the front down­

stairs, or in the gallery, 'the elite,' as they were known, were thus 

afforded the plaoe and reoognition they felt to be naturally their due. 

However, it would be quite wrong to assume that such ,olass distinotion, 

emphasized by the system of pew rents, caused any great deal of envy or 

controversy. Meny old WesleY8Ds not aJJX)Dg 'the elite' stUl talk with 

some pride of 'the important folk' who used to be members of their Churoh; 

a feeling of refleoted glory whioh, interestingly enough, enhanoed their 

own sense of signif~o8Doe. 

Quite a few residents gained prominenoe and a strong sense of satis­

taotion by donating to one or other of the churches large sums ot money 

or, more often, furnishings to adorn the building. A oolDDlUllion table, 

the oommunion plate, a pulpit bible, a leotern, pew oushions, eto., all 

provided a means of wri t1ng::,one' s name, if eoonomio oiroumstanoes perm! tted, 



into the annals of the local church. Where portraits did hang in 

church vestries or schoo1rooms, or where plaques appeared on the walls 

of the sanctuary, they were as often as not commemorating those who had 

given generously in material terms towards building, decorating, furnish-

ing or renovating the premises. 

The only inter-church activity which offered any positions of real 

standing was the annual Whitsuntide gathering. To hold office on 'the 

great day' (each year a different church was asked to elect the presiding 

officials) was a high privilege. Atkin, a Quaker, writes in his memoirs; 

• I shall always remember with reverence the encouragement he (the Secre­

tary of the Woodhouse Sunday School Union) gave me many years ago, when I 

was hesitating to accede to his invitation to preside for the tirst time 

at one of the Whitsuntide gatherings. "You know, Ernest," hesaid, 

"it is a great honour I am asking you to undertake and will be a source 
1 

ot joy to your parents."' ~e Secretary ot the Sunday School Union, 

mentioned above, was himse1t 'very proud ot the taot that he had attended 
2 

75 sucoessive annual Whitsuntide gatherings,' and a certain Joseph Keeton 

who • took over the baton in 1892 ••••• (and) conducted the singing at the 
3 

annual gatherings for 44- years, without a break, until the year 1936,' 

was a proud ot this ottice as ot any other he held in lite. 

1. Atkin, E. Historical Notes and Memories ot Woodhouse, 
1086-1953. (Unpublished), 1954-. p.128. 

2. Ibid. p. 127. 
3 •. Ibid. p. 84. 



NON-PARTICIPANTS 

Although it is true that the churches contained a cross-section 

ot Woodhouae residents and that, as one old inhabitant states, • the 

Churoh went into etVery street and yard,' there were stUl a considerable 

number of adults who never bothered with a place ot worship. On the 

whole, those who neither attended church themselves, nor sent their 

children to Sunday School, were the poorer, rougher section of the working 

class. Why this was the ease is beyond the scope of this thesis, but it 

might be noted that, the Salvation Army apart, churchgoing demanded a 

level ot cultural refinement and economic stability and stewardship which 

numerous worl<:ing tamilies could not achieve. On the other hand, there 

were those in the intermediate or upper class who refused to participate 

'on principle.' 

SUMMING UP 

In 1912, Vloodhouse was very well equipped with churches, there being 

seven active religious bodies within the local district. About a quarter 

of the adult population, with men as well as women oonspicuous in the 

congregations, and probably about half ot the Woodhouse children, attended 

Sun~y services or Sunday School quite regularly. 

Solidarity was first and foremost a feature of each church as a 

dist1net social unit. .Amongst the regular attenders, both young end old, 

the sentiment was verY stro;qg. It resulted from trequent participation 



not only in the very tull Sunday programme, but in many of the activities 

organized by the churches during the week. The latter were supplemented 

by the 'great occasions' of the Church calendar which were celebrated 

with considerable enthusiasm by all congregations. All these activities 

and events were reported in the various church magazines which thereby 

helped to keep members fully in touch- The sense of solidarity was 

further strengthened by the fact that participants, often being members 

of large families which attended as tamilies, possessed relatives in many 

different sections ot the life and work of the local church. Extended 

family ties, though more in evidence amongst the well established Wood­

house residents than the relatively recent immigrants, also operated in 

the same way. The fact that each church had a distinct and generally 

recognized social standing of its awn in the local district helped to 

bring those of similar social background together and facUitate inter­

action. Symbolic figures also served to tocus the loyalties of members 

and to knit congregations together. Underlying the life of the church­

goer, and indeed the life ot the local district as a whole, were the 

religious mores, often strict especially in relation to Sabbath observance, 

of the age. - These gave to members a clear-cut pattern of behaviour to 

follow and of norms to uphold, thus drawing them together in pursuit of 

a common way of lite. 

Other residents, though not regular churchgoers, were often linked 

closely with particular activities run by the churches, such as the 



P.S.As., the Wesleyan Literary Society, the Friends' Adult School and 

so on, and here enjoyed a strong sense of solidarity. Those even more 

on the fringe were linked to the Church through participation at the 

dramatic points of the life cycle, though here the sense of belonging 

was generally weak. 

A very strong sense of significance was attained by a number of 

regular churchgoers, mainly men, who were appointed to the more notable 

oftices within the various religious organizations, positions often held 

in high regard not only within the congregation concerned but further 

afield also. Long and faithful service was usually rewarded publicly 

in one way or another. Many other residents gained a strong sense ot 

significance through holding less prominent positions, as well as through 

a variety of activities such as singing in the choir or raising money 

for the church. The women found fulfilment through work behind the 

scenes which helped to keep the life of the churches financially strong 

and socially vigorous. Many individuals found the opportunity to demon­

strate musical, literary and other abilities on the religious scene. 

Children were encouraged to express their talents in their own groups, 

and in several churches received prizes for good attendance. The frequent 

references to cases ot personal misfortune or distinction through the 

medium ot the church magazine also helped to make the churchgoer teel 

that he counted to his fellows. 
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. Inter-church affairs generally produced only a .!!!!5 bond. 

Even the one event of note here, the annual Whitsuntide gathering, though 

enjoyed by each church separately, and taken as the opportunity for family 

reunions, did not engender much more than a moderate sense of solidarity 

between congregations as such. (The churches also 'walked' on Hospital 

Sunday, see the Section on 'Health and Welfare,' but this was a less 

spectacular repeat otWhitsuntide as far as the religious organizations 

were concerned.) A strong sense of significance on an inter-church 

level was attained by a mere handtul of residents, and by these either 

. through the Whitsuntide gatherings, or through speaking, singing, reciting, 

etc., at various church meetings within the local die trict. 



The Village Cross: and the Cross Daggers Inn (on 
the right). 
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operating as e. cineme. since e.bout the turn of the Century. All the 

public houses were controlled e.nd supplied by national brewery compe.nies, 

but the org&nize.tion of the socie.l life therein we.s in the he.nds of the 

licensee e.nd 100&1 residents. The two clubs were in large part fine.nced 

by the breweries, but were run by a 100&1 management cOImDittee. 

P}..RTICIPANTS 

The legal age, below which young people were not permitted to be 

served in the public houses at this time, was 18; in the clubs, member­

ship was restricted to those over 21. With the exception of one or two 

public houses, this requirement was fairly well Observed by local 

licensees and committees. Above 18 or 21, residents of all ages part-

icipated. The licenced establishments were very largely a male domain, 

the Conservative Club being officially for men only, but elsewhere wives, 

accompanied by their husbands, would sometimes appear e.t week-ends. It 

Was • practically unknown' for a woman to drink regulsrly on her own. 

As the publio houses had no formal membership, the number of resi­

dents attending anyone of these in e. non-holiday week cannot be e.ccur­

ately assessed, but the figure would probably average about 100. It is 

eaSier to estimste partioipation in the two Woodhouse clubs. In 1908, 

at the Sheffield Petty Sessions, the Working Men's Club was reported e.s 

having a membership of 195. By 1912, in the second year of its life, 

the Conservative Club's membership was up to 230 with a week-night 



attendance of some 50 or 60. Taking into account a certain overlapping 

in the patronage or membership of these institutions, it would seem 

that a little under half the adult male population, and a little over a 

quarter of the total adult population, of Woodhouse visited a public 

house or club at least weekly, and often much more. There were other 

more specific leisure time pursuits organized at this time, although many 

of these were in one way or another associated with licensed institutions. 

Participation in these, and in the comparatively few independently run 

spare-time activities, will be considered later. 

Woodhous e residents rarely ventured out of the local district to 

visit other public houses or clubs. They did, however, frequently take 

trips into Sheffield to enjoy themselves and especially to watch football. 

Non-residents came into the local district, mainly from nearby villages, 

at week-ends and at such times as the annual Feast, in particular to visit 

the public houses and clubs, but the social life of these establishments 

stUl remained an essentially Woodhouse affair. 

There were very few organized leisure activities for women and, the 

Saturday afternoon matinee at the Central Hall apart, virtually none for 

children and young people (ie., other than those mentioned in previous 

Seotions, notably that on 'Religion'). 
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SOCIAL ACTION 

Solidar1t.:y 

The leisure time of many male Woodhouse residents was monopolized 

by the publio houses and olubs. The former kept long hours, being open 

from 6.00 am. to 11.00 ];m. on weekdays, 12.00 ];m. to 2.00 pm. and 7.00 pm. 

to 10.00 pm. on Sundays. Lioensing hours at the olubs were more limited, 

the Conservative Club in faot being shut for the whole of Sunday. During 

the week, shift-work at the pits meant that the number of potential oust-· 

omers at anyone time was oonsiderably reduoed, but 'a nioe few,' says the 

then Landlord of the .Angel Inn, stUl dropped in throughout eaoh day. On 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights lioensed establishments were 'thronged,' 

with a pianist and singer often brought in to entertain- Suoh regular 

and informal meeting and mixing was extremely important in welding part­

iOipants into very strong solidary groupings. It is true that drunken­

ness and brawls, espeoially at some of the publio houses and olubs that 

served rougher parts of the local distriot, were fairly oommon but, be­

cause' everyone knew everyone else, t there was little sense of shock, and 

no lasting three t to the oohesi veness of the group-

A wide variety of more speoifio oommon interests engendering at least 

a strong sense of solidarity were pursued in oonneotion with the public 

hOUSes and olubs. Dominoes, oards and draughts were very popUar, and 

at least three establishments had bUliard tables. Concerts, often to 

raise funds for looal people in need, were regularly held, on one occaSion, 
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1 
in November 1912, • a large number having to be turned away' from the 

stag Inn. Some small but often vigorous societies held meetings at 

the public houses. The Woodhouse and District Agricultural Society was 

run trom the S tag Inn, and the Woodhouse and Dis trict Pig Club had its 

headquarters at the Cross Daggers. In 1912 a newly formed Cottage 

Gardeners' Society was started at the Brunswick Hotel and arranged a 

popular exhibition at the Feast in August. 

The Woodhouse Prize Band was based on the stag Inn, John William 

Cook, the licensee of the latter, being its conductor for 31 years, and 

undoubtedly a symbolic figure (see Chapter VI, 4) for those participating 

in this particular activity. In 1912, this Band had a membership of 

about 24 and practised regularly three times a week in a special room 

attached to the public house. It played fairly often at the village 

cross on Sunday nights and gave trequent performances round the streets, 

often collecting for local people in need, as well as playing at the main 

holiday seasons for special events. A parade was held about once a 

month at the Parish Church when a recital was given during the service. 

Virtually every public house had a fishing club which held an annual 

outing into Lincolnshire or to .the coast. In 1908, 49 members went from 

the Cross Daggers and 38 from the Junction Hotel on such expeditions. In 

1908~ 1.50 people participated in a tea and social given by the George Inn 

Fishing Club. A new bowling green was opened in 1912 at the Conservative 

Club and was very well patronized throughout the stmlll1er. An active -
1 •. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 30/11/12. 
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cycling party with some 30 members (which once a f'ortnight went on runs 

into Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire) was based on the Working Men's 

Club. The Woodhouse Junateurs' Football Club at this time had its head-

quarters at the .Angel Inn, and the Woodhouse Football and Cricket Clubs 

were associated with the Brunswick Hotel, the latter's excellent sports 

f'ield being a great attraction to players. Many of' these activities 

drew on the customers and members of' the public houses and clubs concerned 

to run and support them, adding another round of' interaction to that 

produced by drinking and talking together, and thus maintaining the very 

strong sense of' solidarity associated with these establishments as a whole. 

Team spirit arising f'rom competitive sporting activities in 1912 was 

somewhat varied in strength. Early in the year Woodhouse Amateurs' 

Football Club was running two teams, but by the end had disbanded. Wo od­

house Football Club, prof'essional in a very small way and drawing certain 

players from outside the local district, Was having a lean time and the 

Woodhouse Express more than once bemoaned the poor number of' spectators 

present. However, Woodhouse Cricket Club had had a run of' very successf'ul 

seasons and morale was high. The Woodhouse Golf' Club, opened in 1911, 

Was also going well, and the Woodhouse Express recorded a year later that 
.' 1 

the 84- members 'are very enthusiastic.' The only other sporting 

activity of' note was the Mauncer Tennis Club, with a bout 20 very keen 

members. sport certainly created a sense of' solidarity amongst partici­

pants, though the strength of' this was to some extent dependent, especially 

1. 'Ibid. - " 
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in the case of team games, on the success of the players concerned. 

The regulars at the Central Hall film shows, several nights a week, 

actively enjoyed themselves, it being an age of considerable audience 

participation in the form of much clapping, cheering and booing amongst 

other things. The entertainment consisted of silent films, shown 

through a hand-operated projector, whilst the proprietor read out captions 

or commented on the plot with dramatic effect_ These shows 'really drew 

the crowds in,' states an old resident, and, when full, as it was every 

Saturday night, the Hall accommodated some 200 people. However, the 

degree of solidarity engendered was only moderate, being limited by the 

lack of interaction allowed because of the nature of the activity_ 

Quite a number of informal activities, not linked with any particular 

establishment, occupied the leisure time of many men, often giving rise 

to the strengthening of friendships in pursuit of like or common interests. 

Worldng and many intermediate class residents would be involved in tending 

allotments, poultry breeding, pig breeding and so on, and would frequently 

be seen engaged in conversation with those involved in 'the same pastimes. 

Pigeon fancying was very popular though only one organized group existed 

at this time. But perhaps the most important pastime of a less formal 

nature was gambling, which, though in most cases not legally pe:nnitted, 

in one form. or another permeated the leisure activities of most working 

class men. In JUly 1908, 11 Woodhouse residents (9 miners included) were 

caught playing 'banker' and 6, all miners, playing nap 'wi th a crowd of 
1 

of about fifty watching them.' In October 1912, 5 pit handw were found -
1. !ill- 1/8/08. 



gaming, and the following month 7 pit boys were sunmoned on a similar 

charge. 'Men would gamble on anything,' canments an old miner, and 

so it wasi cards, dominoes, coins, marbles, rabbits, 'peggy-shots' 

(throwing a stick in the air and hitting it with another before it 

landed), as well as the more organized competitive pastimes such as 

pigeon racing, fishing and horse racing. Gambling probably made both a 

positive and negative contribution towards the solidarity of the group 

concerned; solidarity was enhanced because it drew participants and 

spectators into intense interaction, but, on the other hand, it introduced 

a very strong competitive element which at times could be detrimental 

to common interests. For the independent section of the intermediate 

class and the top class, informal leisure activities drawing residents 

closely together included regular 'at hanes,' garden parties, tennis and 

croquet (on private courts and lawns), evening card-playing and so forth. 

Very little was organized for children and young people in their 

spare-time, apart from those activities run by the churches, the Friendly 

Societies, or Woodhouse Co-operative Society (mentioned in previous 

Sections). The main regular event was the Saturday afternoon matinee at 

the Central Hall, when the latter was packed to the doors. There was 

rather more fellow feeling here than with the adults and one young patron 

of those days now comments that • it was kids' comrmmity belonging.' 

Woodhouse had no recreation ground at this time, though Shirtcliffe Wood 

had been opened as a public amenity some 15 years earlier, and children 

roamed freely here and in the countryside around Woodhouse. 'You had 



to make your own pleasure then,' is a sentiment frequently expressed 

today, and this would indeed appear to have been the case. On the 

whole, frequent interaction Was contined to children living in the same 

yard or street, the rougher the area, the more the sexes played apart. 

All the usual pastimes of the young were engaged in together with a wide 

variety of home-made games: kick-can, peggy, rusty finger or thumb, 

'oley (marbles), for the boys; five-stones, diablo, skipping, shuttle­

cock, for the girls. Young people particularly enjoyed themselves on 

Shrove Tuesday, a school half-holiday when shuttle-cocks and hoops came 

out for the first time, and on Guy Fawkes Day, 'another half-holiday, when 

many yards had a bonfire of their own. Whitsuntide has already been 

referred to in the Section on 'Religion' and the events of E'east Week 

are described below. 

The holiday seasons of the year were times of intense activity, all' 

the more so because days oft were costly luxuries, most men then having 

ncb paid holidays. The public houses and clubs were busy at Christmas, 

New Year and Easter, the first ot these occasions being noted for the 

Visit of the local mummers to perform 'The Derbyshire Tup,' a gory but 

humourous drama alwa!B greeted with great enthusiasm. Whi tsuntide and 

Feast time, however, saw the ,licenced establishments packed out with 

locals and old residents paying visits to relatives and friends. 

The Feast was '~ event of the year,' when communal solidarity on a 

local district scale reached its zenith. The note ot anticipation 

surrounding Feast Week was well struck in an article of a somewhat earlier 
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period, preparations being just as eagerly made in 1912 and tor many 

years after: 'We suppose that no other week of the year is so much 

. looked forward to as the week known as Feast Week. For weeks, aye, we 

might say for months before, the children have been saving up their pence 

to spend at the "Feast". And certainly for a week beforehand every good 

housewife has been busy house-cleaning and baking and cooking, preparing 

for the inevitable hospitality which is claimed and freely given during 
1 

the first ffPf days ot this auspicious week.' The coming of the fair 

itself was awaited with tremendous excitement and 'was always met by large 
. 

numbers ot boys walking to Normanton Springs to meet the steam engines 

with such nostalgic names as "John Bull," " Clint on, " HAlbert," "Jack," 
2 

"Little John Bull," "Admiral Beatty." , Round-abouts, sideshows and stalls 

ot all kinds were sited down Hawksworth's Crott and along the main street 

from HoylandLane to the Market Square. Opening night was traditionally 

the Friday preceding the third Sunday in August, and the fair and other 

celebrations continued untU the following Wednesday evening. 'It was 

a sight for sore eyes. There was some merriment then,' comments one old 

resident who remembers these times vividly. 

In 1912, the programme for Feast Week, stretching trom the Friday 

night to the following Wednesday, included a show by the Cottage Gardeners' 

Society, the Hospital Demonstration (see the Section on 'Health and 

Weltare'), the Annual sports and Steeplechase, numerous cricket matches, 

a Rural Fete organized by the Parish Church (see the Section on 'Religion') 

1. Woodhouse Parish Church }{lSgazine. Sept. 1890. 
2. When I was a Lad; Reminiscences of Boyhood DayS in Woodhouse 

by Old Residents. (Unpublished), 1966. p.l. 
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and outings run by the Wesleyen Bend of Hope end the Selvetion Army 

to Cleethorpes es well as other more looel trips end picnics. In other 

years there were further speciel events, for example, in 1908, a big 

Agrioul tural Show being held. In that year the Woodhouse Express 

reported that 'the Feest Week has been the busiest for meny yeers. From 
1 

Saturdey to Wednesdey evening, feesting end holideying were in full swing.' 

So it is no wonder that to this oooasion every old Woodhouse person looks 

back as representing the oomrmmal high-spot of the year, a calendar mark 

atter whioh the whole population set its faoe towards what were often hard 

and diffioult winter months. 

Aotive partioipation in leisure activities based outside the local 

distriot was very limited and confined to a few individuals joining sport­

ing assooiations, such es the HallaJDBhire Harriers, or taking part in 

musioal events. None the less, many Woodhouse people went into the oity, 

mainly at week-ends, for entertainment. Of ohief interest to the men 

was watching the two major Sheffield Football Teams, United and Wednesdey, 

and though both were well supported by residents, the latter were espec­

ially in evidence at the United ground, at what came to be known locally 

as 'Woodhouse oorner.' Other places end events ettended in Sheffield 

were the various perks, the variety theatres (notably the pantomime et 

Christmas, 'e highlight dreamt of end talked of for weeks' by the children), 

and conoerts. Footbell supporters epart, however, such outings in them­

selves did not engender e sense of solidarity emongst any pertiouler 

groupings or residents. 

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse end Staveley Express. 22/8/08. 
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Sigpificance 

At the Woodhouse publio houses and clubs a certain amount of 

prestige was gained through informal activities; one's ability to drink 

hard, to tell a good story, to excel at dominoes, cards or billiards 

and so on. Some men would enjoy the reputation of being 'real char­

aoters, ' others remain quite oontent with their acceptance as 

'regulars. ' 

Organized pastimes based on the public house or club gave opport­

unity for the attainment of a status somewhat more formally recognized. 

As noted, in 1908, the Woodhouse and District Horticultural Society 

(Stag Inn) and, in 1912, the Cottage Gardeners' Society (Brunswick Hotel) 

organized displays of produce at Feast time, prizes being given for out­

standing exhibits. The Woodhouse Prize Band (Stag Inn) had won numerous 
1 

competitions and, in 1912, 'all resplendent and gay in their new uniforms' 

proudly paraded the local streets. Old trophies won at fishing oom­

petitions are still displayed 'With pride in numerous Woodhouse hanes 

and one resident still has, in a glass case in his front room, an out­

standing catch made at Bridlington many years ago • 

. Competitive sporting activities usually offered a sense of signifi­

cance in direct proportion to personal or team achievement. Although 

19l2 was on the whole a poor year for the footballers, in the early months. 

Woodhouse Amateurs did manage to reach the final of the Kelley Hospital 

1. ~. 1/6/12. 



Cup and played before a large crowd. Members of Woodhouse Crioket 

Club received high praise, in 1912, for winning the local league 

championship for the third time in succession, this meriting a public 

presentation of a shield and medals. In at least one Woodhouse living 

room a photo of the team for this and the preceding two years s till hangs 

conspicuously. Golf and tennis tournaments were also held locally and 

awards made to successful players. 

In connection with the informal series of pastimes outside the public 

house and the club, some men would take a great pride in their allotments, 

in poultry keeping, in pigeon breeding and so forth. An. obituary notice, 

appearing in 1912, described a Woodhouse miner as 'a great pigeon fancier 
1 

(who) possessed some of the best homers in the district.' It is possible 

that one of the functions of the many foms of gambling prevalent, perhaps 

because'the rewards of participation bear little relation to individual 
2 

ability ••••• (and) ••••• little originality or initiative is required,' 

Was to offer certain working class men of limited means or skill some 

chance of attaining a degree of significance. In their turn, the top 

class might use their leisure pursuits to personal advantage by 'bringing 

out their best tea service' when entertaining visitors, displaying their 

modest wealth by arranging garden parties, playing host and hostess at 

Social evenings in their hOJDes. 

-
1. Ibid. 23/ll/12. 
2 •. ~is, R.N. and Mogey, J. The Sociology of Housing. London, 

1965. pp. 71, 72. 



Children seem to have achieved significance by their own skills 

in self-made games. A good shot with a marble, a strong swimmer, the 

expert five-stones player, those deft at peggy or diablo, all earned 

the respect of their peers, as did the more daring by 'baiting' farmers, 

stringing door-knockers together or mimicking the bell-man. 

Social significance outside the local district was the attainment 

of very few within this particular sphere of activity. Woodhouse at 

this time produced some fine runners, one of whom won the Yorkshire 

Junior Championship, one who ran for England and one who is said to have 

competed in the Olympic Games in 1912. It also produced one or two 

musicians whose reputation went far beyond the extended district. But 

these were the exceptions which proved the rule. For most, significance 

was locally attained and locally recognized. 

SOCIAL STRUCTURE 

Solidarit:{ 

With no formal records of membership available for the large majority 

of leisure activities of this time, it is not possible to trace with 

preCision those kinship relationships linking participants. It seems 

that in general these were somewhat less close-knit than within the 

churches. However, the Woodhouse Prize Band, coumonly known as 'Cook's 

Bank,' was very much a family affair, 'for at one time, no less than 
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1 
eleven of them were playing members.' By 1912, the Band was regarded 

2 
as 'a village institution,' some member of the Cook family having been 

Bandmaster since 1866. The film shows at the Central Hall were in part 

given in their homely character by virtue of their being run by a father 

and two sons. A resident writing to the Woodhouse Express about this 

fact some years later commented that 'there is no doubt that its being a 

family affair accounted for the friendliness and casualness the t takes , 
even my breath away when I think of it.' 

Leisure associations, as with religious groupings, had a tendency 

to develop along the lines of social class. A good deal of social 

intermixing, mainly amongst the working and intexmediate classes, did 

take place within the public houses and clubs, but, even here, certain 

establishments were known as 'more respectable' and others as 'rougher.' 

At this time, the Royal Hotel, the Brunswick Hotel end the Working Men's 

Club were generally regarded as thoroughly working class institutions, 

whilst the Cross Daggers and the Angel Inn were looked on as particularly 

well ordered 'houses.' The Conservative Club was recognized by many as 

'select,' having only a minority of miners on its membership roll: 'I 

suppose I might have been a bit stuck up then,' comments one old miner 

who used to attend this institution. Other leisure associations a.lso 

followed the lines of social class. For example, the Cottage Gardeners' 

Society and the Prize Band were dominantly working class groupings, whilst 

1. Atkin, E. Historical Notes and Memories of Woodhouse, 
1086-195j. (Unpublished), 1954- p.93. 

2. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 1/6/12. 
3. ~ 4/1/58. 



the Tennis Club and especially the Golf Club served the independent 

intermediate class and top class of Woodhouse residents. The fact 

that members of these various groups came from a similar social back-

ground helped to reinforce their sense of solidarity. 

Significance 

Those participants formally responsible for the organization and 

maintenance of leisure activities were accorded public recognition for 

their services, not least the licencees. In 1908, 'a large concourse 

of people attended at the (Pariah) Church and cemetery' at the funeral 

of 'mine host of the Angel Hotel,' it being noted that • throughout his 

tenancy the house has been kept in a most satisfactory and praiseworthy 
1 

manner. ' In 1912, the licensee of the Stag Inn died and a comparatively 

long and complimentary obituary notice appeared in the Woodhouse Express, 
2 

'a large number of friends' being present at the tuneral. The licensee 

of the Brunswick Hotel in 1912 was highly regarded as an active member 

of the Woodhouse Cricket club. 

The running of the Conservative Club gave scope for the attaining of 

status and the exercise of a Aegree of authority, in 1912, the Woodhouse 

Express recording that for the first election of the committee, • a long 
3 

list has been nardnated, and DDJ.ch interest taken in the event.' The 

Working Men's Club similarly ran its own affairs with an elected committee 

of about 12 members. 

1. Ibid. ~8/08. 
2. Ibid. 2%~12. 
3 -. 3 '12 • •• Ibid. . 



Other assooiational aotivities offered the usual honorary offices 

to menibers; as president, ohairman, captain, secretary, treasurer and 

so forth. In partioular the Pru e Band Bandmas ter had reoei ved wide-

spread aolaim for many years before 1912. Atkin states that at the 

death of BandmasterWilliam Cook, in 1890, 'It is estimated that at 

least 5,000 people were present at the tuneral, the largest ever known 

in the village. He was so well-known and respected in brass band 

ciroles that fourteen bands from surrounding districts attended to pay 
1 

their last respeots to a lost comrade. t When his son, John William 

Cook, retired as Bandmaster in 1910, 'a oomplimentary tea was held in 

the band room at the Stag Inn, followed by a large gathering to witness 

the presentation of a silver tea and coffee service ••••• This was 
2 

subsoribed for by the publio of Woodhouse.· 

Despi te the generally informal nature of the life of the publio 

houses and olUbs, there was still opportunity for a degree of social 

standing to be maintained within each establishment. Akin to the 

system in oertain churches, where the residents of higher social class 

sat in particular pews, was the arrangement whereby each public house 

had a tap room and a best room, with sometimes a olub room (for concerts, 
.' 

dinners, eto.) also. The tap room was for the man who preferred his 

"pint, a shade cheaper, with easygoing, broad, unfettered conversation. 

The best room was busy mainly at week-ends when men could bring their 

wives or guests to have a drink served 'in the best glasses.' The 

1. Atkin, E. Historical Notes and Memories ofWoodhouse, 
1086-1952. (Unpublished), 19~. p.92. 
Ibid. p.93. -



Working Men's Club also had a best room (the Conservative Club was a 

higher class institution anyway), away from the public bar, where the 

handf'ul of intermediate class members could have a quiet drink at their 

own table. 

NON-PARTICIPANrS 

The leisure activities organized in the local district mainly catered 

for the adult male population. Children, and to some extent women, met 

in their spare time generally within groups sponsored by the Woodhouse 

churches. But, though the women linked with the more wealthy class of 

residents were also involved in a round of social visiting and entertain­

ing and some were active in such associations as the Golt Club or Tennis 

Club, the working class housewite was less tortunate. She was normally 

barred from the leisure pursuits described above through social convention, 

'a woman's place was in the home,' and through the evez-pressing domestic 

demands ot looking after a large family, with the men tolk orten on dift-

er en t shirts. In days when labour-saving devices were undreamt of, she 

would spend nearly all the 'tree t time she had sewing, mending, knitting 

or, for short breaks, chatting to the neighbours. 

SUMMING UP 

In 1912, participation in organized leisure pursuits was largely· 

an adult male affair and pursued mainly in the content of public house 

and club. The women, other than those from the more wealthy families, 



were by convention as well e.s by necessity tied to the home (though 

some did participate in other spheres of activity, notably the 

religious). Leisure time activities for children e.nd many young people 

were either run by the churches or rema.ined unrecognized e.nd informal. 

Virtually all Woodhouse residents spent their leisure hours, apart from 

occasional week-end trips into Sheffield, within the local district. 

The leisure activities of the local d1s trict were dominated by the 

7 public houses and 2 clubs, attended regularly by almost half the adult· 

males of Woodbouse. Herein, conste.nt mixing over the yee.rs, usually on 

a quite infonnal be.sis, in the same company, with those of similar social 

background (each establishment thus gained a social ethos of its awn), 

of'ten in the same room, built up a very strong sense of solidarity. Many 

popular leisure time pursuits were. e.ssociated with the public houses and 

clubs; fishing, football, cricket, pigeon fancying, gardening, pig 

breeding, etc., all producing groups wherein solidarity was generally 

strong. Especially noteworthy here wa.s the Prize Band, which, by 1912, 

was already a Woodhouse institution, and many of whose members were linked 

by close kinship ties to one pe.rticular family as well e.s by a very strong 

. common interest. Inside and outside the more formally organized e.ctiv-

.' 
ities mentioned above, gambling, in one form or another, drew many men 

"closelY together, of'ten at e.n intense, if competitive, level of inter­

action. Working class men pe.rticipated in few activities outside the 

local district, though a keen band of supporters went to watch one or 

other of the two leading Sheffield football teams at week-ends. 



The independent class and top class of Woodhouse residents were 

found less in the public houses and clubs (the Conservative Club 

excepted) and, apart from religious activities mentioned in a previous 

Section, formed strong bonds within the Golf Club and Tennis Club and in 

connection with the various social events (garden parties, lat homes,' 

etc.) arranged amongst themselves. 

Cbildren in their leisure time found a very strong sense of 

solidarity amongst the group in the yard or street with whom they played 

regularly. There were few organized spare time pursuits for them (other 

than those mentioned in such Sections as that on • Religionl) , though the 

regular young I fans' at the Central Hall felt at least a moderate sense 

of belonging to that company. 

In the leisure sphere the outstanding event for all ages and a good 

cross-section of residents was the annual Feast in August. This was the 

main time of the year for holidaymaking for old and young, and for five 

busy days the population was thrown together in the numerous activities 

arranged engendering a strong sense of solidarity across the local dis­

trict as a whole. 

A very strong sense of significance was often obtained by those 

very prominent and well lalown in the life of the public houses and clubs, 

'such as certain of the landlords and club secretaries, or by those occu­

pying long established and well respected positions in such organizations 

as the Woodhouse Prize Band. The numerous presidents, chairmen, treas­

urers, etc. of particular activities usually based on the pub and club 
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of'ten gained a strong sense of significance,' \ as did many 'regulars' 

playing informal roles, the public houses 'character,' clever conver­

sationalist, and so forth. A good nuniber of leisure time activities, 

ca tering for members of various social classes, such. as cricket, football, 

golf, gardening, etc., offered a strong sense of :fulfilment to those 

excelling in the particular pursuit concerned. 



34.8. 

2. OTHER ASPECTS OF WOODHOUSE LIFE 

INTRODUCTION 

In addition to the activities and relationships peculiar to 

each ot the spheres described in the preceding Sections, there were 

other aspects of the lite ot Woodhouse residents which were not linked 

with any particular interest or any single association. It is to 

these activities and relationships of a rather more general kind that 

attention must now be directed. 

SOCIAL ACTION 

Solidarity 

Despite the abundance ot clubs, societies, gatherings, etc., 

described in the foregoing Sections, it is perhaps surprising to find 

how little organized groups, linked with different spheres of activity, 

came into direct contact with each other. I t is true the t such· organ-

izations as the Salvation Army held gatherings round the Village Cross, 

paraded the streets of the local district and were given access to 
,-

certain (thougll by no means all) the public houses. It is also true 

that the Woodhouse PriZe Band was an ubiquitious institution, in 19l2, 

appearing, amongst other places, at the Whitsuntide gathering, the 

Secondary School Sports Day, the Hospital Sunday Demonstration and the 



Parish Church Fete. But there is very little evidence of Imlch else 

of an inter-sphere nature being formally undertaken or arranged. Even 

with sport, the only match actually on record between two local district 

teams, in 1912, was that on Vlhitsuntide Monday when the Society of Friends 

played Woodhouse Cricket Club. 

On the other hand residents did came together on certain recognized 

communal occasions of the year, though interaction was mainly of an i~ 

formal na ture. For example, as mentioned in an earlier Section, many 

residents met up and mingled freely during the main shopping time, every 

Saturday night. During the year, a large number of local people would 

be off to picnic at Birley Spa on Easter Monday, and many more would 

congregate at the time of the VIIhi tsuntide processions and, above all, 

at the Feast. As an old resident puts it, 'Whitsuntide and the Feast 

Week were the two most important occasions for the community to act like 

one.' At these times a large section of the population experienced a 

strong sense of solidarity, simply as residents meeting informally and 

enjoying themselves together. 

1912 witnessed one occurrence, referred to several times before, 

which brought the inhabitants of the local district very close together; 

the six weeks minimum wage miners' strike in March and April. 'This 
1 

question has been the all-absorbing topic during the past month,' 

1. Woodhouse Parish Church Magazine. April 19l2. 



commented the Editor of the P&rish Church magazine in April, and this 

indeed appeared to be the case. Many residents acting both through 

associations and as individuals worked very hard to alleviate distress. 

One of the main centres of aid seems to have been the George Inn but, 

by the end of March, the Woodhouse Express noted that the Cross Daggers, 

the Woodhouse Worlcing Men's Club, the Salvation Army, the Handsworth 

Woodhouse Co-operative Society, the Woodhouse Tradesmen's Association 

and several local butchers had all given generously. Even one of the 

co1liery managers sent a load of boots to Woodhouse West School for 

children in need. Rather later in the day the Woodhouse churches also 

came into action. So all-pervasive had become the affair that the 

Woodhouse Express termed the Handsworth Urban District elections taking 

place at this time 'a "strike" tight, several of the candidates conduct-

ing soup and bread distributions, and making charity the principal 
1 

feature (of the campaign). I Thus the minimwn wage strike drew the 

residents of the local district close together, the helpers as much as 

the helped, and produced a strong sense of solidarity amongst inhabitants. 

One important feature of the Woodhouse 01' this era was the rise and 

fall in the teItlpo of communal life • The necessity of compressing the 

. description 01' the main activities of the area over a year or so into a 

limited space has possibly given the impression that every moment 01' the 

day was pulsating with activity. Indeed some residents do talk 

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Stave1ey Express. 13/4/12. 
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generally of the Woodhouse of this period as 'a lively place,' -

'vibrating,' with 'never a dull moment.' On the other hand, despite 

all that seems to have been going on within the local district, Wood-

house was regarded by some commentators as a rather slow-moving place. 

In 1908, the Woodhouse Express noted that 'Woodhouse for some weeks has 

experienced a time of extreme quietness. Nothing whatever has occurred 
1 

to break the monotony of country life,' and, in 1910, the reporter spoke 
2 

again of 'the usual quietness of iJoodhouse.' In 1912, after the term-

ination of the strike, the Woodhouse Express stated that' the town is 
3 

resuming its usual quiet aspect.' These differing impressions probably 

all reflect something of the truth. As the comments from the Vloodhouse 

Express imply, the greater part of local district life consisted of the 

repetition of a fairly ordinary work-a-day routine, with earning a living 

and looking after the family consuming a great deal of time and energy. 

'It was often a fight for survival then,' comments one old resident. 

What spare time people had was spent in the ordinary run of meetings at 

church, public house or club. Though life was much less of a struggle 

for the wealthier residents, the even tempo of affairs was maintained, 

one resident writing of this era as • a more leisurely age, when we had 
4 

time to read Dickens or try to unravel the mystery of "Edwin Drood". • 

Nevertheless, though, and indeed because, the daily round was uneventful, 

1. Ibid. 22/2/08. 
2. "i'bTci. w' 5/ 10. 
3. Ma. 20/V12. 
4,. i3uclcl.ey, s. (ed.) John Buckley (1865=19lft). Kendal, 194.6. p.134,. 
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it meant that when a break did occur in the regular and, for many. 

arduous routine, as at week-ends and especially at certain times during 

the summer, these occasions were doubly looked forward to and enjoyed. 

and left the impression of feverish activity and fun in the minds of old 

residents. Then Woodhouse ~ a 'vibrating'place. These times were 
1 

what Klein, in another context, terms the 'splashes' of the era, in this 

case public rather than simply familial in nature. . It was the very 

quietness of Woodhouse that made these occasions and events so dramatic 

and memorable, they were the 'great times' of considerable social import-

ance. to which people look back nostalgically as embodying the strong 

communal spirit of the age. 

In addition to intensive interaction at certain points in the weekly 

and 8lll'lU8.l cycle of events, frequent contact between residents was 

facUitated by the fact that many ot them belonged to numerous organiz-

ations associated with different spheres of activity. It was the men 

of course that were particularly involved in this multi-associationsl 

pattern across various spheres of social activity, though the women and 

children were also brought into the broader stream of things through 

regular contaot .with the friends of their husband or father if nothing 

more. This phenomenon of multi-associational and cross-sphere member-

ship can best be demonstrated by a glance at the activities of three 

well-known inhabitants. 

George Algernon Herring was a native of Woodhouse, and, in 1912, was 

1. Klein. J. Samples from English CUltures. Volume I. London, 1965. 
pp. 193-196. 
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manager of a small steam-laundry business in the local district. During 

that year he was elected to the Handsworth Url>an District CouncU (in 

all he was a local Councillor for about 20 years). In this official 

capacity he was one of the two 'visitors' to the station Road Elementary 

School, and one of those who addressed the Hospital Sunday gathering 

during Feast Week. In 19l2 he took the chair at the annual meeting of 

the Handsworth Parish Council. He was a manager of the Central Hall 

picture house and, amongst other forms of popular entertainment, in 

AprU 19l2, put on a free concert there for local residents. A staunch 

Wesleyan, he was, in 1912, awarded a long-service medal for work in their 

Sunday School. In addition he was closely linked with the Wesleyan Band 

of Hope and was one of the founders and permanent committee members of 

the annual Old Folks' Treat. 

Albert Bird was licencee of the George Inn, having moved to Wood­

house sometime in the first few years of this Century. He was noted as 

a sportsman, having played first-class cricket for both Warwickshire and 

Worcestershire. He occasionally went down to these counties in the 

summer months to coach but still remained extremely active in Woodhouse 

itself'. In 1910, he Was the referee at the Woodhouse Annual Sports and 

Steeplechase on Feast Monday. He was a Vice-l?resident of the Woodhouse 

Institute Harriers and Athletic Club and a member of' the Hospital 

Canm1ttee, being especially concerned with arrangements for the Kelley 

(Football) CuP- A popular Master of Ceremonies, in January 1912, he 

, appeared in this role at the Parish Church Girls' Guild fancy dress ball 



and, in October, at the Woodhouse Trl;laesmen's Association's whist drive 

and dance. During the minimum wage strike he was personally very active 

in ais tributing soup and bread to needy children. In the sphere of 

politics, he was one of those nominating the licensee of the Princess 

Royal Hotel, Woodhouse Mill, as a candidate in the Urban District Counoil 

elections. In the sphere of social welfare, he was on the oommittee 

which, in 1912, arranged a speoial treat for the old people of Woodhouse 

Mill at the Junction Hotel ana, in November, amongst those entertaining 

at a charity concert at the stag Inn. All these things, in addition to 

the sooial evenings, dinners and presentations regularly held at the 

George Inn itself, brought him into close oontaot with hundreds of looal 

people. 

Bemard Grayson was a teacher at the Station Road Elementary School 

and lived in Hollis Croft at the West end of the looal district. He 

too was a keen sportsman being President ot the Woodhouse Institute 

Harriers and Athletic Club, in 1912 a linesman tor the Hospital Cup 

matches, and chosen to present the prizes at the Woodhouse Druids sports 

in September. He was a Wesleyan and, like George Herring, in 1912 

reoeived an award for long-servioe in the Sunday School. In addition he 

was Secretary of the Christian Union, on the committee of the Wesley Guild 

and the Editor ot the Wes1eyan magazine. A regular speaker at events 

held at other churches, in 1912 he was appointed one of the two Seore­

taries for the Churches' Relief Committee formed to give aid to the 

f 
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miners during the strike. Finally, as Auditor, he served both the 

Hospital Committee and the Woodhouse and District Pig Club, having held 

this office in the latter since 1899. 

And so one could go on. This pattern of multi-associational 

membership across many different spheres of activity was typical of 

numerous residents, not merely on the level of office holding but on 

that of normal participation. The only qualification that must be made 

is that there was a certain tendency for Woodhouse residents to nucleate 

either around those activities based on the public houses and clubs, or 

around those sponsored by the churches, especially the Free Churches. 

This difference in the focal point of social activity was a matter of 

principle as well as of habit. As noted in the Section on 'Religion,' 

temperance was strongly advocated by many religious bodies and fonned 

the basis of numerous sermons, talks and lectures as well as of such 

organiza tions as the children's Band of Hope. Many residents thus grew 

up with a strong feeling that drinking was 'wrong' and churchgoing was 

. 'right,' or, at least, the 'proper' thing to do. The difference of 

opinion on this issue emerged, for example, when the Woodhouse Tradesmen's 

Association divided equally on the question of whether or not it was 

expedient to hold its meetings at the George Inn or at 'the Coffee Room' 

in Tannery Street. 

However, several factors prevented this difference of outlook be-

. coming coumunaUy very divisive. In the first place, the fact that so 
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many residents had been born and brought up in the same area meant 

that they knew each other very well (see below for comment on the 

further implications of this situation) and that any regular offence, 

such as drunkenness, tended to be 'conventionalized.' • After all it 

was only old Joe again.' Even members of the chapels condoned in the 

same breath as they denounced; 'We knew them allS' states one old 

Wesleyan, whilst another rema:rlcs, 'Then folk didn't really know better.' 

Another churchgoer writes, 'However DDlch heavy drinking was regretted 

by us, it was tolerated. lbere was a live and let live attitude towards 

it.' Secondly, some church members themselves visited licensed estab-

lishments. Choir members from the Parish Church regularly went into 

the nearby public houses for a drink after practices, and quite a number 

of church people were members of the Conservative Club. In addition 

many associations and groups, not church oriented but contai.n:ing church­

goers, such as the (Sheffield) Druids Lodge, the Birley Lodge of the 

Miners' Union and the Hospital Committee, found it as convenient as any­

where to meet in public houses, where a room was always available. The 

Parish Church Choir even held its annual dinner at the George ~ Nor 

were all the public houses particularly irreligious places. The Cross 

. Daggers, for example, every Christmas produced a choir which sang carols 

round the Village Cross, and the place itself was known locally as 'the 

Chapel.' Fina.lly, it must be remembered that many non-churchgoers, in 
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their childhood, had passed through church Sunday Schools and bonds 

remained despite the cessation of attendance at worship. All in all, 

therefore, what on the surface would seem to have been a deep social 

cleavage did much less to undermine c0Ill1m.l1l81 solidarity as a whole than 

one might have expected. 

Apart from the tendency for social life to nucleate, in leisure 

hours, around either the churches or the public houses and clubs, little 

ela e appeared on the Woodhouse scene at this time to set one section of 

the local district population over against another. Competition, and 

what conflict there was, were virtually confined to comparatively small 

issues and minor incidents, many of which have already been touched on 

in previous Sections. In the sphere of work, little love was lost be-

tween men and employers, a situation which meant that, at least initially, 

considerable support was forthcoming from the miners for the na tional 

strike of this year. The Woodhouse shopkeepers were to some extent, in 

competi tion, though this did not prevent the t'ormation ot' the Woodhouse 

Tradesmen's Association. Local government produced a lively election in 

1912, and at times the Council was strongly divided, in this period not­

ably on how to deal wi th the poor health and high int'ant mortality rate 

" 
, in Woodhouse and vicinity. In the sphere ot' social welfare, there was 

disagreement, in 1912, about whether or not to hold a house-to-house 

colleotion instead of the usual Hospital Sunday Demonstration. The 

educational soene revealed some ,rivalry between the Top and Bottom Ele-
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mentary Schools, and widespread oynioism at the outset about the value 

of the new Seoondary School. There was little attempt at oo-operation 

between the Woodhouse ohurohes (as was true of the publio houses and 

olubs also), and this year saw suoh inoidents as the expulsion of the 

Parish Churoh from the Sunday Sohool League, and the dismissal of the 

local Congregational Minister by the deaoons for alleged misoonduot. 

In the sphere of leisure, there was the normal oompetitiveness between 

sports organizations and some rivalry between the two Woodhouse bands. 

But all other elements of oompeti tion or oonfliot were largely of a 

domestio nature, within families or between neighbours, or of a personal 

kind, disputes between parents and teaohers or brawls at the publio house. 

They may have been fieroe, but they were nearly always short-lived. 

These very differing examples of oompetition and oonfliot, even 

where potentially divisive on a fairly wide soale, were prevented from 

developing into major issues by three :faotors. First, was the lack of 
a 

any real vision within the local distriot of/better or easier way of life 

that oould be aohieved by the working class. The social horizon was 

very largely formed by the boundaries of Woodhouse itself. Seoondly, 

and related to this, was an upbringing which had taught residents to 

aooept-their lot in life. 'We were brought up to believe in masters 

and men, and still do,' oomments an old Woodhouse man. Thirdly, the 

struggle to survive left little time or energy to expend initiating or 

organizing widespread sooial protest. If one did risk entering the 

fray, as one miner who beoame an Urban District Counoillor found, one's 
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job was even less secure than ever. Thus the Vloodhouse situation at 

this time was hardly suited to produce widespread conflict, even of a 

communal kind. 

One of the most important factors in creating a strong sense of 

solidarity amongst the residents of Woodhouse was the constant availability 

of information about local goings on. 'It was marvellous how news used 

to travel round,' states one old inhabitant. By far the most noteworthy 

means of communication was word of mouth, local people being practiced 

in the art of passing on information of general interest with astounding 

alacrity. What was not public knowledge after the shops closed on Sat­

urday nights was hardly worth knowing. 

Other modes of communication supplemented local gossip_ This·was 

still the age of the town crier, a role filled in 1912 by a local barber 

who was regularly seen about the streets announcing miners t meetings, 

church bazaars, furniture sales, the names of lost children and the 

location of stray animals. The personal touch gave to this type of 

announcement an exaggerated but compelling air of importance. 

The printed word was alSo an important method of keeping residents 

informed. Impressive posters advertising Sunday School Anniversaries, 

Harvest Festivals, socials and concerts would appear outside churches or 

in shop windows. Three churches (see the Section on 'Religion') produced 

monthly magazines which had a good local circulation in 1912. But most 

notable of all. the printed modes of communication were the newspapers, 

especially that known as 'The Eckington, Staveley and Woodhouse Express t 
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from which many of the quotations used in this thesis have been taken. 

This was regarded by inhabitants as really a Woodhouse paper, there being 

a local office in Woodhouse into which all reports were sent. Every 

week a long column appeared appropriately called 'Woodhouse Whisperings' 

supplemented in other parts of the paper by lengthy articles on weekly 

local events of note. The latter were reported very comprehensively, 

not in any trivial or sensational style but with serious care and 

earnestness. 

The means of communication which gave Woodhouse residents information 

concerning what went on in the world outside were much more limi. ted in 

scope, the Press being by far the most important. The Woodhouse F.xpress 

carried only advertisements for goods sold in the Sheffield or Rotherham 

shops and occasional articles about national affairs. On the other hand, 

the Sheffield papers (, '.ale Sheffield Daily Independent' , 'The 

Sheffield Daily Telegraph', 'The Evening Telegraph and Star' and 'The 

Green 'un', the latter a very popular Saturday sporting paper) had 

quite a good circulation within the local district. These papers did 

report news from the surrounding area and from the city itself, but, 

football and cricket apart, Wooahouse residents were apparently more 

interested in national than extended district events; as one puts it, 

'We weren't very concerned with what went on in the Sheffield Town Hall.' 

Thus if there was any fellow feeling with those outside Woodhouse it was 

as much with Englishmen as a whole as with the inhabitants of Sheffield. 

:rD. 1912, a sense of national solidarity and widespread sympathy seems to 



have reached its peak in Woodhouse on three particular occasions. The 

first was when the Titanic sank in April (this event figuring as the 

main headline in the Sheffield Independent for 15 consecutive days), all 

residents being caught up in the dramaticisense of personal loss. The 

second occasion was in July, when 87 miners lost their lives in the nearby 

Cadeby Colliery disaster, the fact that this was a local event and conn­

ected with another mining district adding poignancy to the mishap. The 

third event was the death of Captain Scott and his party on the way home 

from the South Pole, news of which came much later in 1912. In these 

tragedies the whole local district shared but fellow feeling though strong, 

was inevitably of a temporary and tenuous nature. 

Solidarity was experienced by residents on a wider and more general 

level in connection with their British citizenship in particular and 

membership of the British Empire ~ general. Here a sense of pride 

fanned the sense of belonging to a rather idealized entity, the strong 

sense of solidarity remaining latent until revealed at such times as local 

and national celebrations associated with members of the Royal Family 

and, above all, during the call to arms in 19J..4. and just after. The 

doings of the Royal Family were always followed in Vioodhouse with great 

interes t, at the death of Edward VII there being t a run on black ties, I 

and the event being regarded by some as la death in the family. t For 

the Coronation of George V, in 1911, there were festivities in every 

street in the local district. And the excitement caused by visits of 

the Royal Family to the extended district has already been mentioned in 



the Section on 'Education.' 

With regard to the sentiment associated with the Empire an old 

resident writes as follows: 'There was a feeling of pride in the 

British Empire in 1912. This had been built up in our young minds 

through history lessons extolling the exploits of fonner soldiers, sailors 

and statesmen. Rudyard Kipling boaks of India and frontier life were 

all the rage, as were his poems with a decidedly patriotic flavour. We 

heard adults still singing the Music Hall sODgs with speoial reference 

to the Boer War, which was still fresh in their minds in spite of it 

having ended in 1902. There were a few Boer War "veterans" in the 

village, and soldiers came home from service in India. Canada and 

Australia were associated with those families who emigrated. There was 

a constant stream of missionaries from Africa and India who brought the 

jungles and deserts of parts of the Empire before our very eyes via the 

magic lantern "stills." All these things combined to impress on us the 

vastness of the British Empire, and what a splendid thing it was and hcm 

great we were. ihis was the time when the phrase, "The sun never sets 

on the British Empire," was really plugged, and it seemed right to be 

proud of it. "In 1912, occurred the great "Durbar" in India, and this 

show of might and splendour which went on for weeks, helped to boost 

afresh our greatness. I am quite sure that all this had something to do 

wi th the jingoism prevalent in the country a t the beginniDg of the 191.4--

1918 War and which led the way to men and youths volunteering so readily. t 

The only other means of keeping informed were by letter, telegraph or 

telephone. In 1895, the only date during this period when figures are 



available, the average number of letters delivered daUy in Woodhouse 
1 

was a mere 415 and despatched daily only 400. Though by 1912 this 

number would have risen somewhat, it was still, according to old 1nha.bit-

ants, 'an event to get a letter.' Telephones were mainly used for 

business purposes and it is doubtful whether more than 50 existed in the 

whole of the local district. 

Intensity of interaction amongst residents was now and then in-

creased by the various modes of travel of the era. 'lhe most common 

means of transport was by foot, all classes walking to the shops, to 

church, to the public hous e and often to work. Face-to-face contact, 

with its inevitable exchange of greetings and news, Was thus frequent. 

The era of the motor car had hardly dawned, although the firs t had 

appeared in Woodhouse as early as the turn of the Century. One resident 

describes this as quite a communal event; when the 'first car came down 

the street ill turned out to see it pass by. ~ shared the joy and 

excitement of the first car to appear in the village. No sense of 

jealousy - jus t pride in the Village car.' But in 1912, the car was far 

less important than the bicycle, the horse-drawn tubs and wagonettes, 

and the train. 

The bicycle was the first comparatively cheap and private means of 

transport by which Woodhouse people were able to venture into and beyond 

the extended die trict and its appearance, some decades before 1912, was 

1. LeTall, W.J. Doings in Handsworth Woodhouse and in 
Handsworth Parish, 1816=1899 York, 1899. p.39. 



The post is despatched. 

Typical transport of the time. 



thus a most important breakthrough in respect to the mobility, especially 

the leisure-time mobility, of the population. As noted under the 

Section on 'Leisure,' a cycling group existed at the Working Men's Club, 

and others in small parties went out at week-ends during the summer as 

far afield as Doncaster, Worksop and Lincoln. Some children cycled to 

school and a few men to work. Wagonettes, seating up to 20 people, were 

used to transport residents from the Village Cross to Woodhouse Station 

and for numerous summer leisure outings into the Dukeries or Derbyshire. 

Travel here involved a good deal of passenger-participation, the men 

always getting out to allow the horses an easier pull up steep inclines 

and the very slowness of the journey giving ample time for long con­

versations and sometimes home-coming sing-songs. Travel into Sheffield 

involved much less contact between residents. The majority would walk 

across the fields to Handsworth or up the hill to Intake together to 

catch the tram, and some would take one of the two dozen or so trains 

which ran daily from Woodhouse to the city. But very few inhabitants 

travelled into Sheffield regularly, though visits at week-ends were more 

popular, and neither the tram nor train journey facilitated very vigorous 

interaction. Nevertheless, Woodhouse people did spend a good deal of 

time travelling around on foot or by one means of transport or another 

and contacts made informally on these occasions over the years strength­

ened friendships and enhanced solidarity. 



Signifioanoe 

Few of the aotivities mentioned above oan be pieked out as 

speoifioally engendering a strong sense of signifioanoe other than 

the work of the Press, and espeoially of the Woodhouse Express. Sig-

nifioanoe was given to residents simply beoause their aotivities were 

so fully reported by the latter, often with a phrase of oommendation 

or oongratulation for everyone to read. Inhabitants were thus led to 

believe that what they did in their dally lives was important and that 

they themselves oounted for something in the affairs of the looal dis-

triot. A few examples may suffioe here. In January 1912, the Wood-

hous e Express reported in detail the types of dress worn by 28 of the 

prinoipal danoers at the fanoy dress ball held by the Parish Churoh 
1 

Girls' Guild. In February, every person who spoke during the fort-
2 

nightly disoussion run by the Wesley Guild was mentioned by name. In 

Maroh, the Parish Churoh gave an operetta at the Endowed School and the 

Woodhouse Express desoribed every aot and the performanoe of each indiv-
3 

idual in tulle In MarCh and April, during the minimum wage strike, 

there were exhaustive reports of all the speeohes given at the meetings 

of the Birlei Miners' Lodge. The monthly medal oompeti tion held by 

. the Woodhouse Golf Club regularly inoluded the names of every player and 

the seasons averages for both 1st and 2nd XIs of the Woodhouse Cricket 

Club appeared in full later in the year. The monthly meetings and other 

'lhe Ecldrutton, Woodhouse and Staveley ExPress. 20/1/12. 
Ibid. 17/2112. 
Ibid. :'.J,GtJf.L2. 



366. 

affairs of the Urban District Council were written up most comprehensively, 

in October, for example, a lengthy report of the speeches given during the 
1 

annual dinner of the local Fire Brigade at the Angel Irm appearing. 

Domestic affairs also figured prominently, reports of weddings going so 
2 

far as to include a complete list of 48 gifts and givers in one case, 
3 

and 70 in another. Accounts of funerals, especially the names of 

rela tives and friends a ttending, and obituary notices were similarly 

generous in length and detailed in substance. 

Every week, therefore, for such reporting as that described above 

was continuous throughout the year, a large number of residents might 

find their names in print because they had spoken, or sung, or acted, or 

scored a goal or bowled well, or just simply been there on this or that 

quite ordinary social occasion. Their names would appear side by side 

with those mentioned in cormection with the extended district or national 

news without any impression being given that reporters were merely 

'playing to the crowd.' Significance was thus greatly enhanced because 

the activities of inhabitants were obviously taken seriously and they 

themselves were made to feel they had some worthwhile contribution to 

make or_ part to play in local district affairs and these mattered. 

1. ~. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 

19/10/12. 
3/8/12. 
10/8/12. 



SOCIAL STRUCTURE 

Solidarity 

It was mentioned in the Introduction that, by 1912, Woodhouse had 

seen no great influx of residents for well over a decade. This, allied 

to the fact that at this time as many as half the inhabitants belonged 

to either very old established families or to families that had resided 

in the local district for a generation or more, meant that certain 

leading figures in the area had become extremely well known. Such, for 

example, was James Morton who had first taken charge of the Endowed 

School in 1874, and was the Headmaster of the Station Road School from 

1889 until 1918. Another was Isaac Crowther who was appointed Head­

master of Birley School (Normanton Springs) in 1893 and of Woodhouse West 

School in 1900, where he remained until retirement in 1923. In the 

religious sphere, the Rev. William Henry Booth was the local incumbent 

from 1887 until 1918, and the Rev. Robert Brotherton served the Congre­

gational Church from 1889 to 1905, and again from 1916 until 1920. Dr. 

Arthur w. Scott took over the medical practice of Dr. Frederick T. LeTall 

in 1887 and remained in it until 1924. Many other prominent residents 

. such as John Hardcastle, the local Registrar, William Furniss, a leading 

representative of' the mine~, George Herring (mentioned before in this 

Section) and Charles Ward, an auctioneer, to mention only a few, belonged 

to families which had lived in Woodhouse for many generations. Length-
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of residence and service characteristic of such people as these and 

many others gave inhabitants a feeling of social stability which 

enhanced solidarity. 

Certain of these figures, through their own abilities and personal-

ity, as well as many years spent in Woodhouse, gradually became symbolic 

(see Chapter VI, 4) not merely, or even especially, within the sphere 

with Which they were occupationally or otherwise generally connected, but 

throughou t the whole of the local dis trict. 
1 

In this cas e they were ' 

indeed akin to the social "fixes," (to use the term mentioned by 

Herbert in cozmection with town planning) of the Woodhouse of this era, 

and instrumental in giving strength and cohesiveness to the total communal 

life of that time and place. 

One such symbolic figure was Dr. Arthur Scott (see also the Section 

on 'Health and Welfare'), or, as he was known to many, 'Scottie.' His 
,. 

own professional activities were rather too individualistic to facilitate 

him becoming the focal head of any particular associa tion, even in the 

sphere of medicine, but so frequent a visitor was he to the homes of all 

classes of residents, and so numerous were his connections with local 

organizations, from the Iarish Church to the Urban District Council, that 

by 1912 he had without doubt become a figure helping to weld Woodhouse 

"into a corporate unit. 

1. Herbert, G. 
Sociol. Rev. 
p. 202. 

As one resident puts it, 'Vl.hen Dr. Scott died, 



everyone else thought they'd diel' John Hardcastle, already mentioned 

in the Section on 'Religion,' was another symbolic figure, not just for 

the Wesleyans, but for the local district as a whole. This was not 

because of great popularity, but due more to the fact that his work as 

Registrar brought him into contact with so many residents. In 1912 he 

was perhaps past the hey-day of his authority, but he still remained, 

amongst other things, Assistant Overseer for Handsworth and Orgreave, a 

director of the Handsworth Woodhouse Gas Company and owner, with his wife, 

of a good deal of property in 'the area. A one time licensee of the 

Angel Inn describes him as then 'the Woodhouse King'; another resident 

as 'Lord High Chancellor.' Here again, therefore, emerged a figure 

about whom people revolved, a kind of hub of the conmmal wheel. Along­

side these two gentlemen stood a large number of somewhat less widely 

recognized figures, many of whose names have been mentioned before, yet 

all to a greater or lesser degree symbolic figures of cormnunal importance. 

Other inhabitants acted, albeit unconsciously, as cohesive agents in 

the life of the local district through acquiring over the years widely 

acknowledged ,reputations as 'characters.' To these people there often 

became attached tales of an alIlUSing or mock-heroic nature. One such 

resident was .Arthur Hancock, a greengrocer and fishmonger, who turned 

the scales at 20 stones and inevitably earned the nickname of 'Fatty.' 

An oft repeated story tells how he once won a race against a young 

challenger by choosing as the venue a narrow path between high hawthorne 



370. 

hedges. His opponent could not pass him! Another local character 

of the era was William Daykin, better known as 'Panchon' Daykin. The 

tale goes that he was sent to purchas,e a panchon (a large mixing bowl) 

but unfortunately broke it on 'the way home from the shop. Managing to 

get a second panchon safely home, he then dropped it to demonstrate to 

his mother how he smashed the first! Perhaps the most notorious of 

Woodhouse characters was 'Rough' Cockayne, a miner who was constantly 

in trouble with the law. A story is told by many residents concerning 

how, when bailiffs came to evict Cockayne for non-payment of rent, he 

locked them in the house with him, put a tin of powder, used in the pit 

for shot-firing, into the oven, and remarked, 'Now say your prayers; 

we'll all leave together" The bailiffs left of their own accord; 

through the windowl 'He was a devil!' remarks an er-publican of this 

era, with a twinkle in his eye. Such tales as these contributed towards 

a common heritage and sense of belonging to a unique social entity shared 

by residents, as well as, incidentally, often giving such characters a 

notable role in local district life. 

Many residents possessed nicknames which had become attached to them 

over the years and often remained with them throughout their lives. There 

is no point here in listing these as they would be meaningless to the 

reader, but' they bear out yet again the intimacy of the relationships 

existing within Woodhouse and the strong corporate sense engendered. ' 

Even certain sayings s till us ed occasionally by older residents (such 

as, 'He ran like a Birks' or 'He slept like a Birks,' the Birks family 
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being an important and very well established one in the local district) 

must have had their origin, lost now, in the history of this place. 

The consequence of this growing together of residents over the 

years, evidenced by the emergence of major and minor symbolic figures, 

local characters, the growth of folk tales and the frequent use of nick­

names is sunmed up by a phrase repeated time without number by the older 

residents, 'Woodhouse was a place where everybody knew everyboqy else.' 

'We could tell you who lived in every house from the If.d.ll to the Springs,' 

state many old people today. And because so many of those playing 

different roles lived in the local district, pupils and teachers, c~ 

cillors and policemen, miners and colliery officials, doctors and mid­

wives, tenants and landlords (of the 109 property owners noted in the 

electoral roll of 1912, 55 lived in Woodhouse itself, 4.3 in the extended 

district, and only 11 beyond the latter}, 'knowing everyboqy' meant 

knowing very well a large majority of those encountered, in whatever 

sphere of activity, during the course of a lifetime. Although it is 

true that such intimacy could have its drawbacks, for example little 

chance to live a private life and sometimes oppressive social pressure 

to conform to traditional patterns of behaviour, it did at least mean 

that residents were bound together by El common interest in and concern 

for each other's fortunes and doings. 'We knew one another, almost down 

to the latest child born,' writes one resident, whilst another states, 

'We all knew each other in the village and really did feel we belonged-' 

One striking feature of the Woodhouse of this era was the ever­

recurring cycle of events, daily, weekly and annually, many of which have 
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been mentioned in previous Sections. In addition, ever,y sphere con-

tributed some activity or occasion of note to this communal round, and 

thus Virtually ever,y resident was drawn into it and directly involved, 

consciously or unconsciously, in supporting and perpetuating it. The 

constant repetition of events, great and small, gave predictability and 

stability to the temporal cycle, prevented too much competition between 

various organizations (each generally accepting and keeping clear of 

those occasions when other groups had arranged special functions), facil­

itated the integration of activities connected with the very different 

interests of residents, and thus built up mutual respect and enhanced a 

sense of solidarity throughout the local district. 

A wide variety of minor events had their allotted plaoe in the time­

table fixed by local folkways, but here only a few of the main aotivities 

will be mentioned. Work, for example, to a great extent moulded the 

pattern of the day and the week. Residents remark how the sound of 

miners' boots and clogs, echoing round the streets as they set off for 

the 6.00 am. shift, signalled the start of another day even for non-mining 

families. The effect of shift-work on the daily cycle at home has already 

been referred to in the Section on • Family and Neighbours. • Throughout 

the week there was a fairly regular pattern of aotivity in the household; 

Monday for washing, Thursday for baking and Friday for cleaning through, 

the latter to be finished without fail by Saturday lunch-time. The pay­

ment of" wages on Saturday at noon resulted in the regular weekly get 

together at the shops in the evening. Religion had, in 1912, a ver,y firm 
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hold on the calendar and Sabbath observance was still the norm even 

for many non-churchgoers. During the year church festivals (Shrove 

Tuesday, when the schools had a half-holiday, Easter, Sunday School 

Anniversaries, Harvest Festivals, etc.) gave form and feature to the 

year for a very large part of the population, W'hitsuntide being a 

particularly important communal occasion. The leisure activities of 

the local district had a less formal time-table, but the Feast, in 

particular, was a major communal event. The sphere of 'Health and 

Welfare' contributed the annual Old Folks' Treat, the Hospital Cup Final, 

and the Hospital DelOOns tra. tion to the calendar. And so one could go 

on. There was thus built up a :f'ull and fixed social programme, one 

which in time became part of the fabric of the life of residents, perhaps 

typified as well as anything in this mining dis trict by the way in which 

every New Year was heralded by the walling sirens of the Birley East 

Colliery. These temporal folkways had a strong cohesive function for 

the Woodhouse inhabitants of this era. 

A high degree of interaction over many years had also led, by 1912, 

to the emergence of what certain town planners have called • symbolic 
1 

place. • But the latter, in the case of Woodhouse, were more than just 

major nodal points giving • a feeling of meaning and permanence,' they did 
2 

indeed represent • the continuity of the town' and its life. They were 

places which, through constant use, had become infused with a kind of 

conmunal personality and were looked upon almost with reverence. These 

1. Herbert, G. 
Sociol. Rev. Vol. 11, No. 2. 
p. 206. 

2. ~ pp.203-2Q4.. 

Theo • 
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places were the repositories of a host of rich memories and reminded 

residents of the many occasions in the past when solidarity had been 

especially stronge In this way, the past was caught up and brought 

into the present, these symbolic places becoming the means of infusing 

inhabitants with something of the communal strength of previous gener-

ations. 

The most important symbolic place was without doubt the Village Cross, 

having stood for centuries at the hub of the life of the local district • 

.Around and about it residents for many generations had engaged in social 

intercourse at an intense pitch. On its steps religious and political 

orations were, in 1912, still delivered to large crowds, choirs from 

churches and public houses sang, and bands played. Without the Cross, 

Woodhouse would have been unrecognisable to the people of that era. The 

only other spot to vie with the Cross as a comnnmal symbol was' an old 

cottage, sited on the top of the hill on the open fields to the South of 

Woodhouse itself, known as 'Sally Clerk's,' and which gave its name to 

the area immediately round about it. 'Sally Clark's' symboliZed the 

many happy times that all residents, young and old, had had there, 

tobogganing down the slopes, playing games, courting and picnicing. The 
-

sentiments that surrounded this place are swnmed up by the words on the 

back of a print of the cottage; 'To those who knew and loved the old 

village of Woodhouse with its market Cross and winding streets, Sally 

Clark's Was more than a landmark, - it was an institution.' Many other' 

buildings formed minor symbolic places. For example, when the tanyard, 
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where work had oeased in 1906, was later demolished, the Woodhouse 

Express oommented as follows; 'The Tannery buildings which for soores 

of years have been a feature of the village, are rapidly disappearing 

before the ruthless onslaught of pick and orowbar, and the plaoe which 

turned out leather, which in its day was famed far and wide, will soon 

be no IOOre •••••. The dissppearanoe of another landmark from our midst 

will be a souroe of regret to old Woodhouse people, who in days gone by 
1 

assooiated the village with the tanyard.' These and many other plaoes 

reminded residents of their own or their forefathers' past doings and 

enhanoed present solidarity by helping all to feel that they shared a 

unique oommon heri tage. 

So too did plaoe names bring to mind the activities and relation-

ships of past years and remind inhabitants of the way of life they had 

inherited. There was Tannery Street, Malthouse Lane and Waterslaoks 

Lane, which were associated with local distriot oocupations, past and 

present, and there was Chapel Street, Church Lane and. Meetinghouse Lane, 

amongst others, which reminded people of their religious heritage. In 

addition a host of plaoe names owed their origin to those residents who 

over the yea~ had built Woodhouse: Greenwood Lane, Hooley Road, Birks 

Avenue,~ Hollis Croft, Keyworth Cottages, Cockayne's Yard and so forth. 

Of a more informal nature in this conneotion were such names as 'Up 

Gillespie's,' a path running alongside the house and land onoe belonging 

to a person of that name, and 'Muck and Sausage Row,' a block of houses 

1. The Eokington, Woodhous e and Staveley Express_ 29/8/08. 
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originally built by a colliery official and a butcher. other place 

names reminded residents of the natural features of the locality: 

Sweet Tree Lane, Spa Lane, Pear Tree Yard and so on. So it came about 

that the titles of streets and other places represented to inhabitants 

a unique heritage into which they had entered. Woodhouse thus became 

in a certain sense their personal property. It belonged to them, and -
they in their generation had the privilege of sharing its traditions 

and the responsibility of passing them on. 

The points made in the preceding paragraphs concerning the attach­

ment of residents to people and place, can best be summed up in the words 

of a woman who lived at this time. She writes; 'I myself had a strong 

sense of belonging to Woodhouse. Having been bom there it was to me 

home, first and foremost. The people, the lanes, the walks, had a great 

attraction for me from an early age. There was a fascination about the 

old stone houses in the old parts of the village, and the stories of the 

eccentrics and individualistic characters who peopled the place - this 

was the spice of life, and Woodhouse was to me a wonderful place to 

. live in.' 

Social class in Woodhouse was defined occupationally in the Section 

on 'Work.' Other important features of social class were added where 

relevant when considering the remaining spheres of activity, and here it 

only remains to add a word on the way in which speech dis tinguished one 

class from another. An old resident writes, 'The Yorl<:shire dialect, 

in different degrees of broadness, was spoken in most working class homes, ' 

but it was rarely heard in the middle (ie., intermediate) class homes of 
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shopkeepers, and never in the homes of the top class.' Their speech 

was most correct at all times among children and adults. They were 

articulate, tended to speak rather loudly and with authority, but with 

no exaggerated accent - just plain King's English. Children addressed 

their parents as 'Mother,' 'Father, t or 'Papa.' With working class 

children, it was 'Dad, t 'Mam, t or 'Our Mother. t I think on the whole, 

women and girls spoke less dialect than men and boys. t But despite the 

fact that the top, intermediate and working classes had very distinctive 

styles of life and speech, there is very little evidence to show that 

membership of a particular class in itself created a strong sense of 

solideri ty. One resident even goes so far as to describe the Woodhouse 

of this era as 'almost classless.' 

at least in some people's minds? 

Why was this latter impression left, 

There appear to have been a number of reasons. It should be re-

called that' there was no squirearchy, no gentlemen farmers, no very 

large landowners, so that the top level did not constitute a peak, but 

a plateau of varied professions.' In part because of this, the top 

class were not totally removed beyond contact with the remainder of 

residents, and from their number emerged a number of leaders in some 

important aspects of local district life. Although the members of the 

upper strata were not often seen t on the fairground, or a t sports events' 

and 'rarely appeared at the Whi tsUn processions, ••••• thee e same families 

were the pillars of the church they attended,' writes one old resident. 
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Their attitude to the rest was not snobbish but rather paternalistic; 

'We were all part of the same family,' as one person states. Woodhouse 

also possessed a strong intermediate class during this period, many of 

whose number had their roots in mining families. This group acted as a 

useful. link between the top and lower classes, especially in the life of 

the churches which embraced a good cross-section of inhabitants. It is 

worth noting in this connection that the strength of the Free Churches 

prevented the emergence of a dominant and aloof Anglican-Conservative group 

over against the remainder. In addition, the working class had direct 

contact with many top class homes, for example through sending daughters 

into service or through the women taking in washing. Another feature of 

the Woodhouse scene was the way in which the members of all classes were 

scattered throughout the whole length and breadth of the local district 

and, even at the East end, where a number of large houses were sited, 

the homes of the upper and lower classes were always within a stone's throw. 

One resident puts the situation thus; 'The locality of Woodhouse was ••••• 

confused and muddled - rich and poor jostling together.' 

All these factors tended to break down the emergence of groups re­

stricted exclusively to those of a single social strata, very few activ­

ities indeed being one class affairs. Though differences of life-style 

obviously existed there was little aloofness at the top or resentment at 

the bottom. 'I was aware that there was a difference between us, but 

somehow it did not rankle,' writes one resident. This mood of acceptance, 

is clearly brought out by a simple rhyme appearing in the personal diary 

of a Woodhouse woman, who belonged to a working class family, at the end 
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of the last century: 

'Though humble my lot and though poor my estate, 
I see without envy the weal thy and grea t. ' 1. 

The general situation with regard to social class in the Woodhouse of 

this period is well summed by one resident who writes, 'Class feeling 

was not very pronounced - we were living too near one another and too 

much on the same level for it to operate, and I can think of nothing at 

that time that brought it into the open. Neither do I think that class 

feeling in any way created feelings of social solidarity.' 

Significance 

Although class feeling as such only engendered a limited sense of 

solidarity amongst Woodhouse people of similar social background, it 

nevertheless provided some with an enhanced sense of significance. The 

top section were certainly aware that they were 'a class apart.' Their 

children, for example, often went to private schools, were not obliged 

to attend Sunday school and played little with chUdren from other social 

strata. One old miner recalls with some amusement how when once he and 

his friends were taunting the 'teenage daughters of one of the doctors, 

~s they were playing tennis on their own private court, one girl remarked 

to the other, 'Take no notice my dear, they're only the scum of the 

villagel' Another member of the intermediate class who rose by marriage 

into the·· top class, looking back nostalgically, comments, 'Woodhouse 

1. The DiaU" 6fYarj'"Atkin, Talbot Ro~d, WoodhoUde.(UnPub'lished), 1898. 
l3/l/l898. 



380. 

used to be such a posh place then.' Although class distinctions' did 

not rankle,' they seem to have provided many amongst the top class 

wi th a very strong sense of significance; this upper strata expected, 

and indeed received, a good deal of respect and even deference. 

Below the top social strata, class was far less pronounced and far 

less important to inhabitants as a bearer of status. One woman resident 

writes, '"Keeping up with the Joneses," as we know it today, was not 

indulged in. Living within one's incane was about as much as one could 

do. Things were bought from necessity, not because the neighbour had 

them. ' She does add, 'There was one status symbol, however, and that 

Was a piano ••••• To own a piano meant that one had "aITived".' But for 

most people outside the top class status symbols, indicative of class 

distinction, were the exception not the rule. 

SUY.MING UP 

In 1912, the population of Woodhouse fonned very lmlch a social entity, 

the influx of residents in the latter part of the 19th Centur,y having 

tailed off in the first decade of the 20th Century, and the newcomers 

having been well-integrated into the life and activities of the local 

d~strict. Only two noteworthy social divisions were in evidence within 

the population as a whole. One was between the churchgoer and the pub­

goer, though the likelihood of this undermining fellow feeling amongs t 

residents was greatly reduced by the fact that everyone knew everyone 

else so well and that numerous churchgoers, for one reason or another, 
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had direct contact with the public houses and clubs. Pubgoers, in 

their turn, had often been brought up as children to attend Sunday 

School. The other social division of note was that which separated 

the top class of Vioodhouse resident from the rest, a division based on 

occupational standing, wealth, the ownership of property, and life 

style, including speech. But here again, resentment Was reduced and 

tension mitigated by the fact that many top class residents were active 

in local district affairs, by the 'buffer' function of a strong inter-

mediate class, and by a general acceptance at all levels of the strati-

fied society of the era. Social class as such was in fact not a very 

important phenomenon in creating a sense of solidarity amongst separate 

sections of the populace. Thus, though these two divisions (churchgoer 

or pubgoer, top class or the rest) cannot be ignored, they did not 

prevent a strong sense of solidarity developing amongst the residents 

of Woodhouse taken as a whole. 

The emergence of this strong sentiment was the result of numerous 

factors. Though formal contact between the many organizations operat-

ing within different spheres of activity was infrequent, many male resi­

dents in_particular belonged to a wide variety of groups, all active 
. 
within the confines of the local district" and thus they kept meeting 

one another whilst pursuing different interests and playing different 

roles. The hard" and often uneventful" task of making ends meet and 

keeping a home going was offset by fairly frequent informal communal 

gatherings, or 'splashes,,' which drew residents together in bursts of 
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intensive interaction and thereby reinforced their identity as a social 

unit. In a comparatively insecure age, life was given predictability 

and stability by the clear, fixed cycle of daily, weekly and annual 

events (with the church calendar playing a notable part here), which 

facilitated the adoption of a similar routine by many residents and ener­

getic corporate effort at thigh-spots t during the year, notably at Whit-

auntide and the F eas t. 

A strong sense of solidarity throughout the local district was 

further maintained by the rapid transmission of local news, mainly by 

word of mouth, and through very detailed weekly reporting of all kinds 

of local activities in the Woodhouse Express. Some interaction occurred 

whils t people travelled to school, to shop, to work, to find entertain­

ment, to attend church and so forth, within or outside the local district, 

but only where the journey gave ample time and opportunity for conver-

sationwas solidarity much enhanced. On the other hand, organized 

outings by bicycle, wagonette or train were often times of vigorous 

social int ercours e. 

The length. of time many residents had lived in Woodhouse meant that 

.the majority were very well acquainted and this, together with the other 

structural features mentioned below, engendered a strong sense of solid-

arity throughout the local district as a whole. '!he limi ted degree of 

geographical mobility facilitated the emergence of major and minor 

. symbolic figures who could act as communal focal points in Woodhouse 

affairs. lnt eres ting village personalities , individual nick-names, 



and colloquial expressions went towards giving Vioodhouse a character 

of its own" whilst buildings, streets and landmarks" with their distinct­

ive names" reminded residents of their common, and in many ways unique, 

social heritage. 

The sense of significance experienced by inhabitants was discovered 

ver,y largely through the numerous activities and relationships already 

described in detail in the preceding Sections. However, residents 

often felt their sense of significance enhanced when they found their 

achievements recognized by the appearance of their names in the columns 

of the Woodhouse Express, a paper of good reputation in the local dis-

trict. Consciousness of social standing helped to produce a very strong 

sense of significance amongst members of the top Woodhouse class, though 

below this section of the population class consciousness as such was much 

less apparent. 

Residents generally found very little sense of solidarity or signifi­

cance outside the local dis trict" though there were exceptions here' 

especially amongst members of the top class. From time to time national 

events" though much less extended district affairs, evoked strong 

sympathies and fellow feeling (as, for example, when the Titanic sank), 

. but such sentiments were temporar,y. More continuous, though of a more 

general and idealistic nature" was the strong latent sense of solidarity 

springing from residents t awareness of themselves as citizens of Great 

Britain, Mother Countr,y of a mighty Empire, a sentiment in part focuse,d 

on members of the Royal Family as here the obvious symbolic figures. 



CONCLUSION 

The purpose ot this 'Conclusion' is to summarize the material 

set out in the foregoing Sections in a form which will later facilitate 

the testing of the two major hypotheses reterred to in the 'Introduction' 

to this thesis. 1hese are :-

I. That over recent years notable changes have taken place 

in the expression (through the social activities and relationships of 

major categories of the population) and territorial focus (ie., those 

geographical units which contain cOI!U)]lmal activities and relationships) 

of conmunity. 

n. That, despite these changes, a sense ot comrmmity has not 

disappeared and, in sane cases, its intensity has increased. 

The full examination of these two hypotheses can only be undertaken 

atter the 1966 data has been presented (in Chapter VIII), and set beside 

that for 1912. Nevertheless, the first step is to arrange the main 

findings concerning 1912 in a fOIm related to the hypotheses • 

. done below under the following headings :-

This is 

Main categories ot Woodhouse residents who E!lCPerienced a sense 

of community in similar ways (Hypotheses I and II) 



The intensity (HYPothesis 11) and expression (Hypothesis I) 

ot community sentiment exPerienced by these main categories ot 

residents 

The geographical context ot comnnmi ty as exPerienoed by 

Woodhouse residents (avpothesis I) 

385. 
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Main categories of Woodhouse residents who exPerienced 
a sense of community :in similar ways 

The description and analysis of Woodhouse :in the preceding Sections 

was not conducted with any preconceived ideas as to which, if any, 

would appear as the main comnunal groupings of residents (ie., those 

experiencing a similar sense of s olidari ty end significance through 

similar activities and relationships). In fact, one of the striking 

things that this 1912 enquiry reveals is the great difficulty in speci-

fying such categories with great precision, simply because those with 

much the same background and living in like circums tences none the less 

felt a sense of community at different levels of intensity and expressed 

it in different ways. Bearing the exceptions in mind, .. however, it can 

be said that three particular factors did in the main distinguish cate-

gories of residents with a fairly similar communal experience: age, sex 

and social class. 

The age of residents certainly affected their style of life and 

sense of COllDJlunity during this period. Only two groupings of outstand-

ing importance. emerged, however; children and adults. Until Woodhouse 

. children left school at the age of 1.3, they lived almost entirely in a 

child's world. After 1.3, they virtually became adults, in the sense 

tha t they went out' into the world to earn a living, usually the boys 

down the pit and often the girls into service; yet they still remained 



children untU their marriage, in the sense that any money they earned 

was immedia tely handed over to their parents and they were in other 

respects allowed little independence or freedom. Thus, although young 

people met and mingled with those of their own age, especially in the 

context of activities organized by such bodies as the churches, there 

was no distinctive 'teenage period as such with a peculiar common style 

of life of its own. At the other end of the age scale, adults them­

selves worked as long as they possibly could, and retirement (as under­

stood in the 1966 era) was unheard of. Lower life expectation also 

meant that the proportion of old people in the population of WOOdhOUS8 

as a whole was less than in more recent years. 

~. 

The 1912 period saw a fairly strict die tinction drawn between the 

sexes. At school, for example, ~ and girls, though in the same class, 

sat in separate group;:! and at break time were confined to separate parts 

of the playground. Again at church they were often in different Sunday 

School classes, and on such occasions as the Whitsuntide processions 

were kept apart. Although friendships were at times made across the 

sexes, especially where children lived in close proximity, there remained 

. a general acceptance of a clear social distinction between the sexes 

through chUdhood and adolescence, as well as in the period of courtshipe 

In the case of adults, .!!!!m and women seemed a t times to live in worlds 

that were very far apart. Although some activities (as in the cases of 
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those run by the churches) were open to both sexes, by and large the 

women's time and energy were given to the home and family, whilst the 

men at work end in his leisure hours moved almost entirely in a male 

dominated realm. There were, however, certain differences of behaviour 

in this regard according to which social class Woodhouse residents 

belonged. 

Social class. 

Social class was the only other characteristic which distinguished 

categories of residents with a similar communal experience. ilie main 

dis tinction was between members of the top class and working class, with 

the intermediate class tending to possess more features in common with 

the latter than the former. However, in the assessment of the strength 

of coJllDll.Dity sentiment felt by residents which follows, it is assumed 

that no great differenoe ocoUITed in the experience of the three main 

social classes unless specifically mentioned. 



The intensity and exPression of conmunity sentiment 
experienced by these main categories of residents 

The following SUIIUJJary and. analysis is set out in two parts. In 

the first part there are listed those social activities and relation-

ships engendering a sense of solidarity ancv' or significance for the 

main categories of Woodhouse residents. By and large, only those 

activities and relationships of considerable communal importance are 

mentioned. Where activities and relationship:l producing only weak, 

and sometimes moderately strong, communal sentiments are included, this 

is merely to help in comparing the experiences of different categories 

of residents in 1912, or to facilitate the comparison (see the 1966 

'Conclusion') of the situation in 1912 with that in 1966. In the second 

part, the two essential communal elements, solidarity and significance, 

are drawn together so that those activities and relationships which as 

a result are found to have given Woodhouse residents of this era a 

notable sense of comnnmity can be listed in order of importance. 

(The particular Sections wherein reference is made to the essential 

elements of community sentiment mentioned below are noted in brackets.) 



Children 

1. Solidarity and significance 

Solidarity 

VerY strong 

Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

390. 

Between children and grandparents living in the local district 

('Family and Neighbours') • 

.Amongst small groups of children of similar age and sex and, in 

the case of top class families more exclusively of their own social 

strata, living within the same precinct or nearby ('Family and Neigh­

bours') • 

Amongst small groups of children, of similar age and sex, within 

the same class at school ( , Educa tion' ) • 

Amongst children at the Secondary School, mainly from the top and 

independent intermediate classes, at the level of both the class and 

the School as ,a whole ('Education') • 

. strong 

AmOngst children regularly attending activities run by such organ­

iZations as the churches ('Religion'), the Friendly Societies ('Health 

and Welfare'), and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society ('Work') ~ 



Between children from working and intermediate class families 

and adult neighbours living in the same precinct ('Family and 

Neighbours'). 

391. 

Between children and members of the extended family living in the 

local district ('Family and Neighbours'). 

Between children and teachers at the Secondary School (' Education'). 

Moderate 

Amongst children at the Elementary Schools at the level of the 

class ('Education'). 

Between children from top class families and adult neighbours 

living in the same precinct ('Family and Neighbours ,) • 

.Amongst children regularly attending the film shows at the Central 

Hall ('Leisure'). 

From time to time, as young citizens of the Mother Country of the 

British Empire ('Education,' 'Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life') • 

.Amongs t children a t the Elementary Schools at the level of the 

School as a whol e ( , Educa tion' ) • 

Between children and teachers at the Elementary Schools ( , Educa t­

. ion'). 
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Signifioanoe 

Very strong 

Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

For those prominent within small groups of friends, of similar 

age and sex, espeoially through informal aotivities and roles 

('Family and Neighbours,' 'Leisure'). 

strong 

For those attaining the limelight through aotivities sponsored by 

such organizations as the churches ('Religion'), the Friendly Sooieties 

( 'Health and Welfare'), and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative 

Sooiety ('Work'). 

For those a t the Elementary Sohools (, Eduoa tion'). 

2. Community sentiment 

Very strong 

Within the inmediate family. Where grandparents lived in the local 

dis triot they were regarded by ohildren as virtually members of their 

own immediate family • 

.Amongst small groU18 of ohildren of similar age and often the 

same sex and, in the oase of top class families more exolusively olf 
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their own sooial strata, living with the same preoinot or nearby. 

Amongs t small groups of ohildren of similar age and often the same 

sex within the same olass at school. (There was of course a good deal 

of overlapping of activities in the oase of peer groups, for example 

where ohildren in the same olass at sohool also lived in olose proximity.) 

Amongst children at the Seoondary Sohool, mainly from the top and 

independent intermediate classes, at the level of the class and the 

Sohool, as a whole. However, it must be remenbered that the number of 

Woodhouse children attending the Seoondary Sohool was as yet oomparatively 

small, whilst the fact that the School was in its early pioneering days 

probably gave rise to a oonununal grouping rather stronger than would 

otherwise have been the oase. 

strong 

Amongst ohildren involved in activities run by such organizations 

as the churches, Friendly Sooieties and the Handsworth Woodhouse 

Co-operative Sooiety. 

Between chUdren from working and intermediate olass families and 

adult neighbours living in the same preoinot. 

Between children and members of the extended famUy living iri the 

local distriot. Children's links with relatives living outside 

,Woodhouse were muoh more tenuous. 
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Moderate 

Amongst children at the Elementary Schools at the level of the 

class. 

Between children from top class families and adult neighbours 

living in the same precinct. 

Amongs t children regularly a ttending the film shows at the Central 

Hall. Although comparatively short-lived, this activity is included 

simply because of its spontaneous popularity amongst children at this 

time. 

As young ci tiz ens of the Mother country of the British Empire. 

This was a communal sentiment inculcated mainly at school and was only 

manifest on particular occasions such as those mentioned in the Section 

on • Education. • 

Weak -
Amongst children at the Elementary Schools at the level of the 

School and with regard to their teachers. 



Women 

1. Solidarity and Significance 

Solidarity 

Very strong 

Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours ,). 

Amongst women from working and dependent intermediate class 

families living in the same precinct (, Family and Neighbours'). 

395. 

Amongst those regularly participating in the general life of the 

churches ('Religion'). 

Strong 

Amongst teachers at the Elementary Schools ('Education'). 

Amongst those participating regularly in particular organizations 

or groups associated with the churches ('Religion'), the Handsworth 

WoodhouseCo-operative Society ('Work'), or with various, notably 

independent int~ediete class and top class, political ('Government') 

or recreational (Golf Club, Tennis Club, etc.) ('Leisure') activities. 

Between women and members of the extended family ('Family and 

Neighbours'). 



Moderate 

Amongst women from independent intermediate and top class 

families living in the same precinct ('Family and Neighbours ,). 

Significance 

Very strong 

Within the inunediate family ('Family and Neighbours ,). 

For one or two very active on a voluntary basis, and very well 

known in the local district, as mid-wives, nurses, etc. ('Health 

and Welfare'). 

396. 

For one or two very active and very prominent in the general life 

of the churches ('Religion'). 

--Strong 

For the few, mainly from. the intennediate class, earning a living 

outside the home ('Work'). 

For those from the working and intermediate classes with a 

reputation for readily offering neighbourly help to others living in 

the same preoinct or nearby ('Family and Neighbours,' 'Health and 

Welfare') • 

For the few active and prominent in particular organizations or 



groups associated with the churches ( t Religion') , the Handsworth 

Woodhouse Co-operative Society ('Work'), or with various political 

(, Government') or recreational ('Leisure') activities. 

2. Community sentiment 

Very strong 

397. 

Within the immediate family. For women of this era this was by 

far the most important communal grouping with which they were associated. 

Amongst women from working and dependent intermediate class families 

living in the same precinct and sometimes nearby. 

Amongst women involved in the general life of the churches. 

For one or two very active on a voluntary basis, and very well 

.. known in the local district as mid-wives, nurses, etc. especially amongst 

those whom they served. These women are included because they were 

amongst the comparative few who were able to find a very strong sense of 

community outside the home or precinct. 

stro:gg 

For the few, mainly from the intermediate class, earning a living 
.. 

outside the home, for example as teachers at the two Elementary Schools. 
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Amongst women involved in particular organizations or grou};6 

associated with the churches, the Handsworth Co-operative Society, or 

with various, notably independent and top class, political or 

recreational activities. 

Between women and members of the extended family. Community 

sentiment was normally strongest where relatives lived in the local 

district. 

Moderate 

Amongst women from independent intermediate and top class families 

living in the same precinct. 



Men -
1. Solidarity and significance 

Solidarity 

Ver:;r stron,g 

Most within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

Amongst miners working regularly together in small teams or 

groups ('Work') • 

.Amongst teachers at the Secondary School ('Education') • 

399. 

.Amongst those regularly participating in the general life of the 

churches ('Religion'). 

Amongst those regularly participating in the general life of the 

public houses or clubs ('Leisure'). 

Amongst members of the Woodhouse Prize Band ('Leisure'). 

Strong 

Amongst active members of the Ambulance Classes ('Health and 

Welfare') • 

AmOngst teachers at the Elementary Schools ('Education'). 

Amongst those participating regularly in particular organizations 

or groups associated with the churches ('Religion'), the public houses 
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and clubs ('Leisure'), or with various other, notably independent 

intermediate class and top class, political ('Government') or recreat­

ional (Golf Club, Tennis Club, etc.) ('Leisure) activities. 

Amongst railwaymen ('Work'). 

Amongst active members of the Friendly Societies ('Health and 

Welfare') • 

Amongst active members of the Woodhouse Tradesmen's Association 

and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society ('Vlork'). 

Amongst miners at times of crisis in the pit or industry as a 

whole ('Work'). 

Amongst those regularly meeting, often informally, to gamble, and 

amongst those regularly going together to watch football in the extended 

district ('Leisure'). 

Moderate 

For a few, mainly from the working class, within the immediate 

family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

Between men from working and dependent intermediate class families 

and those living in the same precinct ('Family and Neighbours ,). 

Between men and members of the extended family ('Family and 

Neighbours') • 

Amongst miners in general ('Work'). 
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Weak -
Between men from independent intermediate and top class families 

and those living in the same precinct ('Family and Neighbours'). 

Significance 

VerY strong 

For men whose occupations placed them in the top class, especially 

amongst those with whom they worked ('Work'). 

For Handsworth Urban District Councillors ( , Goverrunent') • 

For those very active and very prominent in the general life of the 

churches ('Religion'). the public houses and clubs ('Leisure'). the 

Friendly Societies ('Health and Welfare'). and such organizations as 

the Woodhouse PriZe Band ('Leisure'). the Ambulance Classes ('Health 

and Welfare'). and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society 

('Work') •. 

strong 

For those from the top and independent intermediate classes within 

the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

For those whose occupations placed them in the intermediate class, 

especially amongst those with whom they worked ('Work') • 

. For those active and prominent in particular organizations or 

groups associated with the churches ('Religion'). the public houses 



and clubs 

Leisure') , 

('Leisure'), the Friendly Societies (, Heal th and 

the lIandsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society ( 'Work') , 

and within the Woodhouse Tradesmen's Association ('Work'), the 

Woodhouse Prize Band ('Leisure), the political associations ('Govern­

ment'), and various other recreational groups ('Leisure'). 

For those successful in sporting organizations ('Leisure', 

'Religion') , in Ambulance Class examinations ( 'Heal th and Welfare'), 

or gambling ('Leisure'). 

For those with the reputation of offering good service to customers 

('Work'), of' being conscientious and hard workers ('Work'), or of being 

local district 'characters' ('Leisure' , 'Other Aspects of Woodhouse 

Life') • 

Moderate 

For those from the working and dependent intermediate classes 

within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours'). 

For men whose occupations placed them in the working class, espec­

ially amongst those with whom they worked ('Work'). 

2. Community sentiment 

Very strong 

For those men from the top and independent intermediate classes 

within the immediate family. 



Amongst teachers at the Secondary School. These were a very 

small group, and the fact that the School was in its early pioneering 

days probably produced a rather stronger sense of community than would 

otherwise have been the case. 

Amongst small teams or groups of miners working regularly 

together. 

Amongst men involved in the general life of the churches. 

Amongst men involved in the general life of the public houses 

and the clubs. 

For those whose occupations placed them in the top class, espec­

ially amongst those with whom they worked. 

For Handsworth Urban District Councillors, especially when appear­

ing as such amongst groups of residents on public occasions. Only 

one or two men were concerned here, the communal importance of their 

activities being particularly associated with official appearances 

outside the Council Chamber. 

Amongst members of the Woodhouse Prize Band. This was more than 

just another leisure activity, it was a Woodhouse institution of con­

siderable reputation. 

For those ver.y aotive and ver.y prominent in the Frien~ Sooieties, 

the Ambulanoe Classes and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Socie~. 
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strong 

For those men from the dependent intermediate class and most of 

those from the working class within the immediate family. 

Amongst those involved in the Ambulance Classes. 

Amongst teachers at the two Elementary Schools. 

Amongst those involved in particular organizations or groups 

associated with the churches, the public houses or the clubs. 

Amongst the railwaymen. The Woodhouse railwaymen were a fairly 

small group but, for various reasons mentioned in the Section on 'Work', 

possessed a more than usual sense of corporate identity. 

Amongst those involved in the Friendly Societies. 

Amongst those involved in the Woodhouse Tradesmen's Association. 

This was quite a vigorous but comparatively short-lived organization. 

Amongst those involved in the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative 

Society. 

-
Amongst those, notably from the independent intermediate and top 

classes, involved in political associations or recreational activities 

not linked with previously mentioned organizations. 

For "those whose occupations placed them in the intermediate class, 



especially amongst those with whom they worked • 

.Amongst miners at times of crisis in the pit or industry. Miners 

were generally quick to pull together on such occasions, but equally 

quickly went their separate ways once the urgency of the moment had 

passed. 

Amongst those regularly gathering to gamble, especially in informal 

groups, and amongst those regularly going together to watch football 

matches in the extended district. 

For local district 'characters', particularly within their own 

circle of friends and acquaintances. 

Moderate 

For a few, mainly from the working class, within the immediate 

family. 

For those whose occupations placed them in the working class, 

especially amongst those with whom they worked. Many men's sense of 

conmwli.ty could be increased where they were well respected as con­

scientious and hard workers. 

Between men from working and dependent intermediate class families 

and those living in the same precinct. 

Between men and members of the extended family. 

Amongst miners in general. 
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Between men from independent intermediate and top class families 

and those liv:iJ:lg in the same precinct. 



All residents 

1. Solidarity and significance 

Solidarity 

strong 

Amongst residents as residents, due to such fectors as the 

rQlative isolation and independence of Woodhouse, its physical lay-out 

and attractiveness, residents' appreciation of its history leading to a 

prized common heritage and symbolic place, the size of the population, 

length of residence leading to symbolic people, a shared stable cycle 

of local district events, a similar tempo of life, the ready availa­

bility of news about fellow residents, frequent contact with other resi­

dents in a variety of activities and roles, etc. ('Woodhouse 1912,' 

'Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life,' the opening part of this 'Oon­

clusion,' etc.). 

Amongst those regularly shopping in the local district on Saturday 

evenings ('Work'). 

Amongst those actively participating in occasional events of a 

chari table nature ( 'Health and VI elfare' ) • 

Amongst those actively participating in popular annual events, such 

as the Feast ('Leisure'). 
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Amongst those actively participating in certain special events, 

such as the 1912 Miners' strike and relief operations ('Work'), and 

the 1912 Handsworth Urban District Council Elections ('Government'). 

From time to time, as citizens of Great Britain, and of the Mother 

Country of the British Empire ('Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life'). 

Significance 

Very strong 

For meuibers of the top class as such ('Other Aspects of Wood­

house Life,' etc.). 

2. Conmunity sentiment 

strong 

Amongst residents as residents. This very large grouping em-

braced numerous exceptions, but the frequent occasions on which residents 

met each other over the years, their many interlocking relationships, 

and their sense of corporate identity, arising from those factors, men­

tioned in preceding Sections, in general; gave rise to a strong sense 

of, community. 

Amongst those regularly shopping in the local district, especially 

on Saturday evenings. 



Amongst those involved in events of a charitable nature. These 

were only held occasionally, but were often times of considerable 

social activity. 

Amongst those involved in popular annual occasions. Of especial 

note here was the Feas t, which for many residents was their main 

holiday of the year_ 

Amongst those involved in certain special events. In 1912, the 

Udners' strike and the Handsworth Urban District Council Elections saw 

Woodhouse people engaged in corporate activity at an unusually vigorous 

level. 

As ci tiz ens of England and of the Mother Country of the British 

Empire. The sense of conmmity here was very much associated with 

.. the nation as such. It was espeoially manifest when particular events, 

as described in the Section on • Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life,' 

called it out. 

Moderate 

Amongst members of the top class as such. The sense of significance 

for individual top class families was often very strong, but very little 
•. 

sense of solidarity reduced their overall sense of cornnnmity considerably. 



The geographical context of conmunity as experienced by Woodhouse 
residents 

The home 

The home (as a place) was in 1912 one of the two geographical 
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uni ts of gras tes t communal importance to Woodhouse people. Here the 

woman, constantly at the centre of family affairs, found by far her, 

strongest sense of contnunity. The child also experienced a very 

strong sense of community here, but in his case another very important 

communal grouping, the peer group, mostly operated outside its walls. 

'!bough the man, with certain notable exceptions, was closely associated 

with his inmediate family, his sense of significance in this context was 

rather more limited. His sense of comrmmity was in fact discovered as 

much outside the home as within it. 

Th e precinct 

The precinct, especially where it was made up of tightly packed 

dwellings, was communally very important for the working class and 

dependent intermediate class woman. For women living in more spacious 

surroundings, parti~arly where houses were detached, the precinct gave 

rise to only a moderate or weak sense of community. The child fre-

quently found very close friends within its boundaries. For the man, 

the precinct was a much less important geographical unit, containing 

(the inunediate family apart) none of his main cammmal activities or 

relationships. 
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The short-range thoroughfare 

This geographical unit was normally of 'passing' conmunal 

value to residents; the woman going to shop,. the child going to 

school, the man going to work and so forth. But because 'passing' 

was usually on foot and occurred so frequently, it became in time a 

place where residents as residents were able, however casually, to 

give expression to the strong sense of comrmmity existing amongst 

them. On the other hand, the short-range thoroughfare could now and 

then be the scene of more than just passing contact, as when women 

s topped to chat for some time or when children played out in the 

street. Sometimes this geographical unit might gain a rather more 

fortuitous conmunal prominence, for example when a popular shop, a 

public house or sometimes a church happened to be sited 'on the 

corner.' 

The local district 

The local district was the other (with the home) geographical 

unit of greatest conmmal importance to residents. The man ranged 

moo t freely over this area, and here found a very strong or strong 

sense of community within numerous groups, especially those associated 

wi th the public hous es, the clubs, the churches and (where this lay 

inside the boundaries of the local die trict) his place of work. The 

woman traversed the local district less frequently, though she too 

would be out and about at least weekly doing the main shopping for the 

11" 'I 
,.1 
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family, visiting relatives living tn the area, or participating in 

activities run by such organizations as the churches. The child, 

other than the boy or girl who attended the Secondary School, tended 

to associate himself with either the West end or the East end of Wood-

house, in part because he went to school there and especially because 

his friends lived there. However, many children did venture further 

afield to participate in activities specially arranged for them by 
, 

the churches and other bodies. All residents eagerly shared in the big 

communal events of the year (and the special events occurring in 1912), 

whos e main catchment area was the local district as a whole. 

The long-range thoroughfare 

other than for t~e miners walking along the same routes each day 

to work in the nearby collieries and for the few residents who regu-

larly travelled into the city to pursue their occupations, this geo-

graphical unit was of minor coonnunal consequence. 

The extended district 

:Most of the collieries within which Woodhouse miners were employed 

lay in the extended dis trict (just beyond the borders of Woodhouse) and 

for these men this geographical unit'was thus communally very important. 

But, the miners apart, this area was of note mainly as the context of 

certain activities pursued by groups .fi:2m Woodhouse, rather than as a 

place within which comnnmal ties were es tablished and maintained with 
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non-residents. Woodhouse people, in small or larger groups, 

visited Sheffield fairly frequently to shop, find entertainment watch 

football, play sport, or to call on friends and relatives, amo~t 

other things. However, with the exception of the miners in relation 

to their work and certain members of the top class whos e social contacts 

were rather more widely scattered, the extended district did very little 

to extend the communal horizon of residents. 

Beyond the extended district 

The area stretching from the borders of the extended district up 

to the country as a whole was of only occasional conmunal importance to 

Woodhouse residents. Some did have close relatives living there whom 

they visited now and then, though more often :family reunions took place 

within Woodhouse at such times as Whitsuntide and the Feast. Some 

inhabitants were very interested in national politics and followed 

current affairs with concem and sympathy. lliough manifest only occasion-

ally, many Woodhouse people possessed a strong sense of conmunity as 

citizens of the Mother Country of the British Empire. However, none of 

the contacts made with those living outside the extended district were 

frequent enough, nor'links established tenacious enough to make this 

geographical unit communally very important forWoodhouse residents of 

this era. 

-----~-~-------------~ 
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In brief, it can be said that the majority of Woodhouse residents 

in 1912 found the geographical units discussed above falling in the 

following order of conmnmal importance :-

Home 

Local die trict 

Precinct !I[ 

Short-range thoroughfare 

Extended district 

Beyond the extended die trict 

Long-range thoroughfare 
I'''· 
i I 

!I[ For many women, especially :from the dependent intermediate class 

and the working class, the precinct was of greater communal importance 

than the local district as such_ 


