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Girl, but a prefectorial system was in the process of being developed.
The staff experienced considerable role 'attachment' as well as
'commitment' in their work and Buckley notes of his first few years in

1l
Woodhouse that 'I simply lived for the Schools'

NON-PARTICTIPANTS

As en elementary school education was compulsory at this time, all
children participated with varying degrees of regularity in the life of
the local schools. Where there were absentees, these were usually away
because of the normsl reasons. In 1907, the Headmaster of the West
School ettributed what abs enteeism thére was to sickness, assisting atv
home, defying the lew end lack of adequate clothing, with 6 cases of
children then having 'no boots.'2 The degree to which parents did or
did not teke an active interest in the education of their children has
already been touched on above. |

The Secondary School, though commanding a great deal of loyalty
i‘roxn staff, pupils and parents of the latter, aroused a considerable
amount of opposition in the locsl distriet, especially prior to the First
World Ware Buckley writes, 'Our efforts were scrutinised with not too
Sympathetic, critical eyes; the general attitude wes 6ne of aloofness.'

'Meny of the people,' he states, 'called it a "white elephant," end said

. S——

1. Buckley, S. (ed.) John Buckley (1865-1944). Kendal, 1946. p.8i.
2.  The School Log of the Woodhouse West Elementary School. Jan. 1907.
3. Magazine of the Woodhouse Secondary School; later known as the Wood- ..

house Gremmer Schoole Woodnotes. May 1927.
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q |
it would be a great burden on the rates.' In 1912, at the ennual

Speech Day, the Woodhouse Express reported the Chairmen as saying that
'some time ago the Secondary School was looked ﬁpon in a very cold manner, -
but he hoped that time had passed.'2 But a week later a Woodhouse
'working men' expressed himself as follows in a letter to the local press:
'Having read the report of the prize day at the Secondary School, I was
much struck by the tone of all the speskerse From the beginning to the
end the theme was that the working clesss perents should deny themselves

of ell privileges to send their children to the Secondary School seses

Do the speakers consider the position of a working men with his present
Wages and e family to keep? Can a2 man do his duty at home and let his
boys and girls stay at school until they are sixteen or seventeen years

of age, and become, as was stated, an asset of the nation? I think that
when lads get to that age, and their fathers have to toil to keep them,
they should be an esset of the father.'3 Buckley believes that the
force of the opposition had been spent by 1914, but, for a while, it would
seem that the 'incoming' of the Secondary School was regarded by the more
Wealthy as rivalling the excellent education they had arranged for their
own children outside the local district, and by a’certain section of

Working cless residents as a challenge to the accepted pattern of edu-

1. Buckley, Se (eds) John Buckley (1865-1944). Kendal, 1946. p.73.

2. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 16/11/12.
3¢ Ibide 2351712.
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cation and work. Even the other local schools were antagonistic at
first and Buckley comments, 'We certainly did not receive the good
wishes of the communitye Prejudice end actual dislike existed in the
Elementary Schools toward us. In coming to school, our pupils were
openly reviled and abusede It is difficult to conceive a more dis-
tressing beginning.'l Nevertheless, local opposition in these early
days also helped to bind the pupils snd staff together in defence of
what they ardently believed to be a very challenging and exciting

educational venture.

SUMMING UP

In 1912, the very large majority of Woodhouse children were edu-
cated within the local d:istricﬁ. Most attended the Station Road or
West Elementary Schools, from thé age of sbout 5 until that of 13. whilst
a few, mainly from top or independent intermediate class families, were
educated privately, at the Woodhouse Dual Secondary School, or sometimes
;'ight outside the local districte Attempts to orgenize ad'ult. education
classes were not successful. |

A very strong sense .of solidarity existed smongst small groups of
children attending the two Elementary Schools. Friendships were mainly
confined to children of similar age end the same sex, and resulted from
' the fact that most of them had been born end bred in the same 16caiity and

Passed through the school in a relatively unchanged and undisturbed group.

1. ‘Buckley, Se (eds) John Buckley (1865-194L). Kendel, 1946. p, 71
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But beyond the range of the small group, solidarity was much less
evidente Within the cless as a whole it was only moderately strong.
This was the consequence of numerous limiting factors, such as the large
size of classes, cramped seeting arrengements, a narrow range of subjects
taught formally 'from the front,' and strict discipline. Although the
geographical location of the schools (West v. East), end the catchment
area from which the children were drawn, engendered slight local rivelry,
| the Elementary Schools es a whole commended only & wezk sense of attach-
ment smongst the children. For the staff, in part due to the meny years
spent by them in the same institution, the sense of belonging was gg-_qgg.
Neither Headmaster sssumed the role of a truly symbolic figure for his
school, and the pupil-teacher bond was on the whole a weak one. The
miners' strike of 1912 did, however, thfow children and especially staff
more closely togethef, through the attempt to meet the needs of the poor
and v'b'adly fed familiese Strenuous efforts by the schools succeeded
from time to time in giving the children a moderate sense of national
Pride, a sentiment strengthened by the great stress laid on the importance
of the Roysl Femily end the keen interest taken in their visits to the
extended dist?ict.

‘At the Secondary School, the sense of soiidarity emongst pupils,
- most of whom came from a similar sociel background, was very strong.
Classes were much smaller in number, subjects very varied, and a good

deal of freedom of expression permitted. Very strong attachment to the
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school as a whole was engendered especially by the numerous activities
and events outside the classroom; games, outings, dresma, Sports Day,
Speech Day, etc. The house system helped in drawing pupils together
across the various age groups in fostering team spirite The bond
between scholars and teachers was strong, especially in the pioneering
days of the school when local opposition helped to knit them all together.
The Headmaster was here a thoroughly symbolic figure.

Children at the Elementary Schools attained only a weak sense of
significances Though parents were just beginning to take a more positive
interest in the education of their children, school for most pupils waé
an accepted duty, and for some just a bore. Children could gain little
recognition of their academic or other ebilities, end there was virtually
no scope for the exercise of personal initiastive or responsibility. The
pupil wes by and large a passive recipient of information. It is not
surprising that almost all the children were extremely eager to be off
into the world at 13 or, if possible, earlier.

A very different situation existed at the Secondary Schoole Here
the whole institution was geared to enabling children to reach their full
potential, both acad;mically and in other fields, and most attained a
very strong senée of significance through one channel or snother. Edu-

" cation was seen and pri.-;.ed a2s a vital means of achieving a status bearing

career, and children were actively encouresged in their studies at every
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turn by staff and parents. Significance was further enhanced by
the children's and teachers' consciousness that each was part of an

up~and-coming higher educational establishment.



- INTRODUCTION

e RELIGION

300,

The religious orgesnizations in Woodhouse in 1912 were as

follows:=~

Denomination

Society of
Friends

Wesleyan Metho~
dist Church

Congregational
Church

Mormons |

United Methodist
Free Church

Primitive Metho~
dist Church

" Saeint Jemes'
Church of England

Salvation Army

First active in
Woodhouse

Mid 17th Century

Late 18th Century

Early 19th Century

c 1848

1850

c 1866

c 1885

Date Church built and
location

1885 Meetinghouse Lane
Adult School
Institute =
Sheffield Road

1879 Chapel Street

1877 Beighton Road -
Sunday School -
Malthouse Lane

Cottage meetings - Sheffield
Road

Sundey School -~ the 0ld
Assembly Rooms, Tannery
Street

1889 Chapel Street

1905 Chapel Street

1878 Tithe Barn Lane
Sunday School =
Endowed School,
Waterslacks Lane

An o0ld barn, Tennery Street
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Local members of the Church of England had looked to Handsworth,
Just over a mile away across the valley to the North, as their place
of worship for many years, bﬁt, in 1878, the local Anglicen Church of
Seint Jemes was consecrated as the head of a separate Woodhouse Parish,
carved out of the Ancient Parish of Handsworth.

In 1912, all the Woodhouse churches were associated with an organ-
izational grouping, diocese, district, division, etc., centred on
Sheffields Several churches, however, had close links with other places
reaching well out into the extended district. The United Methodists,
for example, were in a far flung circuit stretching from Sheffield to
Eckington in the south and Mexborough in the north-esst and the Primitive
Methodists belonged to the Rotherhem Circuit spreading out to the esst
a8 far es Rawmarshe The Society of Friends and Salvation Army were in

touch with sister bodies almost as far afield.

PARTICIPANTS

The strength of the Woodhouse churches in 1912 is hard to assess
because of the lack of adequste or camperable figures. However, it
appears that the Wesleyans_ were the largest bod&, in 1919, the first
date when names on an extent roll are eccurately recorded, having 1.3
full members. The Parish Church was also strong and, in 1912, Easter

1l :
Day communicants rose to 'a record number' of 154. In 1908, the

——

1. Woodhouse Parish Church Megezine. May 1912.
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Woodhouse Express reported that 'the Salvation Army esee. has greatly
increased in number and quality,'l an old local Salvationist reporting
that the Woodhouse Corps was sbout 80 strong at this time. In 1912,
the Congregational Church had an officisl membership of 76 and the United
Methodist Church of 45. Though figures are not availsble for the Society
of Friends and the Primitive Methodist Church, these two bodies had un-
doubtedly the émallésf‘ membership during this period. No informetion
of any note exists about the Mormons, it being doubtful whether more than
one or two families were ever really closely connected with this group.
Official figures, such as those Just mentioned, give little indi-
cation of the number of 'adherents' linked with the churches and of the
impact of the latter on the affairs of the local districts Congregetions
were always well in excess of formal membership returns. Again, however,
it is difficult to obtein precise figures. The only ettempt to count
the number of churchgoers in Woodhouse was made by a Congregational
Minister who was resident in the local district between 1889 and 1905.
At lsome unépecified time during this period & band of helpers observed
that, on one particuler Sundey, adulfr morning congregafions totalled 620
and adult evening congregations 853-2 Totalling the adult congregations
reported by old resi&ents for the period Just prior to the; First World
War, it would seem that mumber had dropped slightly to sbout 500 adults
-on a Sundéy morning end 650 on & Sunday evening. Although ma'ny'peoplo

—

1. The Bckington, Woodhouse and Stavele resse. 4/1/08.
2. Ibide 23/9/33.
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attended both morning and evening service, these figures indicate that
some 207 to 25% of the adult population worshipped regulerly. On
Sundays, especially at the morning service when the ladies were often at
home prepering the Sunday dinner, men would be as prominent as women in
the congregation. Very few residents, other than s comperatively small
humber of Romen Catholicas going over to their Parish Church at Handsworth,
went outside the local district to worship and only a hasndful ceme in.
All the churches, with the possible exception of the Society of
Friends, provided an important meeting ground for children. The number

1
on the roll of the various Sunday Schools as returned for 1912 is as

follows:~

Sunday School Scholars Teachers
Church of England (including the

Woodhouse Mill Mission Church) 400 35
United Methodist Church | 230 34
Wesleyan Church | 228 51
Primitive ﬁethodist Church 220 25
Selvation Army | 163 19
Congregationsl Church | 90 15
Society of Friends . ‘ 20 2
Total o 1,351 181

-

[—

‘1~ Annual Whitsuntide Processionse Order of Service and anmual Return
of Scholars and Teachers in each Woodhouse Sunday School. The

figures for 1912 being those returned in 1913.
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In 1912, therefore, the number of children on the roll of one or
other of the Sunday Schools was 1,351 Although the ages of the
scholars are not mentioned, it is certain that the msJjority were between
5 and 13 years old, and that thus well over 50% (perheps even as meny as
75%) of Woodhouse children in this age group sttended Sunday School at
some time during the year. Attendance every Sunday was somewhat less
marked, but figures reported, in March 19512, by the Wesleyanal showed
that, in their case, during the preceding 12 months, the everage morning
attendance had been 407, and the average afternoon attendence 48%, of .
21l those children on the roll. Even taking into account that a number
of children attended both morning end afternoon, this still represents a
high regular weekly attendances It could well be, therefore, that almost
helf the Woodhouse children went to Sundsy School regularly at this time.

Many Wopdhouse families who rarely attended church were brought into
contect with the latter through the various 'rites de pessege.' The
Parish Church was dominent in this connection. In 1912, the clergy there
carried out 'baptisms every Sunday at three, and every Wednesday at six,'2
such frequency obviously being necessary as, during that year, 179 child-
ren were baptized. In the five yesrs, 1908 to 1912 inclusive, an average
of 201 childr_en per year were baptized at the Parish len.u:'cl'x,3 only 5.5%

of the perents living outside the Parish. On the other hand, baptisms

" 1. The Eckington, Woodhouse end Steveley Express. 10/3/12.
Ten. 1912. |

2. Woodhouse Parish Church Magazine.
3« Woodhouse Parish Churche Register of Beptisms.
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at the other Woodhouse churches were very few in number, perhaps no more
than half a dozen a year. *Churching' was & regular practice and meny
mothers believed that & visit to the Parish Church was essential before
neighbours could cross their threshold with impunity efter a child had
been born in the home. The clergy also officiated at the large majority
of weddings, in 1912, 42 couples being married st the Psrish Church, only
5% of the women end 24% of the men residing prior to marrisge outside

the Parish. For the years 1908 to 1912 inclusive, the aversge number of
weddings there per year was 4l. Of those buried at the Woodhouse cemetery
in 1912 (cremetion was unheard of then), a mere 8% had died outside the
Parish, and all of these in Sheffield hospitals.

SOCIAL ACTION

Solidarity
By fer the busiest day for regular churchgoers was Sunday,' the full

time~table of the United Methodist Church outlined below being by no means
ékceptional.

7.00 ame Prayer meeting

930 ame Sunday School

10.30 am. Morning service

2.00 pme Sunday School

3.00 pme Flessant Sunday Afternoon (October - March)

6.00 pme  Evening service '

7430 pme  Prayer meeting
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This was the hey-day of the Fleassant Sunday Afternoon, or 'the
PeSeAe' as it was always called, end in 1912 such events were running
at the Congregational, the Primitive Methodist and the United Methodist
churchess The latter, however, was by far the most popular and, started
in 1891, was by this time at or Just over its peake In 1908, the
Woodhouse Express commented om & previous Sunday afternoon: ‘At the
Uniteﬂ Methodist church, there was as usual a full house, extra seats
being necessary in the aisles.’l One member of thét Church estimates
that the eversge weekly attendance was then in the region of 300.  Other
notable Sunday events were the Christian Union at the Wesleyan Church,
which catered for ﬁp to 75 men and womé:n every Sunday afternoon, the
Friends' Adult School which, in March 1908, attracted 78 in the morning
and over 200 in the evening of its third axnnive::-s.aamy2 and the 'open-airs!
organized by the Salvation Army. The latter were held round thé viilage
Croas on Saturday end Sunday hights and, states one resident, 'you could
hfardly squeeze past' so large was the crowd which stopped to watch and
listen.

The week-day time-table was slmost as full. Amongst children, the
Band of Hobe (Band of Love at the Salvation Army) end the Junior Christien
Endeayour were best attendede The former was a popular type of get

together with ao:igs, solos, recitations and talks. In 1908, it was reporte

——

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 28/3/08.
2. Ibid. 2%3;08-



that the Wesleyan Band of Hope had 80 girls and 77 boys on the i*oll

with an average weekly attendance of 75 In February 1908, ebout 250
attended a Band of Hope tea at the United Methodist Churche For young
people, one of the best attended meetings was the Parish Church Girls'
Guild which, in 1912, held an annual fency dress ball (dancing 7.00 pm.
until 1.00 ame.) attracting about 120 people. In April of that year, 150
people were present at enother Girls® Guild dance at the Endowed School.
For young men, many of the chﬁrches provided sporting activities. The
various elevena seem to have been formed, disbanded and reformed with
some regularity during these years, but, in 1908, there is evidence of at
least 5 football and 6 cricket teams linked with the churches. Not all
was peace within, however, in 1912 the Parish Church Football Club being
expelled from the Sunday School League for keeping a bogus register,
playing men under wrong names and fielding inelligible men on 48 '
occasions.l Two religious bodies had more elaborate sports clubs. One
of tﬁese was run by the Congregational Church who, in 1908, turned en o0ld
malthouse into a 'gymnasium,'z by 1909 this club having & membership of
about 50. The Society of Friends, in 1906, sponsored a Social Institute,
open daily from 9.00 ame to 10.00 pm., for 'billierds, basgatelle and other
gameaes’3 which; by 1912, in addition to football and cricket, ran a fishj.ng

. club and harriers’ team of some repute.

1. Ibid. 13%/1/12. | .
2. Woodhouse Congregational Church Magszine. 1909

3. Atkin, E. Historical Notes and Memories of Woodhouse,
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For adults, the weekly round of church sctivities was equally
busy, though many of them were also involved in the meetings and events
Just mentioneds The Nethodists held class meetings regularly, many
churches had mid-week services of one sort or enother and all (apart from
the Society of Friends) had choirs and choir-practices. Ladies Sewing
Meetings (or Work Parties) ran in at least four churchess One of the
most popular of the regular week-night activities was run by the Wesleyans.
This was called the 'Wood_house Wesley Guild* in 1912, though, for some
time before this, and agein from October 1913 omwards, it was known by
itas more accurate title of the 'Woodhouse Wesleyan Literary Society.'
The discussion of literary classics was the main interest, end in this
meeting the more articulate members of many local churches spoke and
shared their viewss At the turn of the Century, official membership
was as high as 193, although numbers actually attending weekly would have
been considerably less. In 1912, the Woodhouse Express reported that
76 people were present on a particular evening in February.l

The variety and frequency of these Sunday and weekly activities led,
in tinme, fo the establishment of & very strong sense of solidarity amongst
the large mumber of residents regularly attending theme Many of those
who did not aiways go to church on Sundays were also drawn in, and the
_ influence of the churches, as socisl and educational as well as religious

centres, was considerable throughout the locel district. Solidarity

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 3/2/12.
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was further enhanced by the reguler dissemination of news sbout the
activities and members of the various orgenizations. In 1912, monthly
magazines were being produced by the Parish Church (first published in
1888), the Wesleyan Church (begun in 1889) and the Congregationsl Church
(first published in 1909)s Circulation figures were large, but the only
precise information is for 1892, when the Parish Church was producing 700
copies a month.

The regular and frequent weekly activities orgenized by the churches
were supplemented by 'apeéials' throughout the year. At the Parish
Church the peak events were probably Easter and Harvest Festival, whilst
at the Free Churches a whole host of anmusl celebrations vied for pride
of places Sunday School Anniversaries perhaps here headed the list with
churches packed for these events thrbughout June and July. ZEaster, for
the Free Churches, was a time of cantates and teas. IHervest Festivals
were also very populer, in September 1912, the Salvation Army reporting
'splendid meetings and good congregations',l and 'Christmas Day was a day
of music in the village from early morning to late evening'2 with bands
and church choirs out in strength.

To this series of annual events » the churches now and then added
other special efforts. One notable event in 1912, bringing a lerge

‘number of residents together, was a rural fete organized by the Parish

1. Ibid. 21/9/12.

2. When I was a Lad: Reminiscences of Boyhood Days in Woodhouse b
0ld Residents. ZUnpublishedS ’ 1966. pe 16.

/
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Church on Feaat Wednesday. All kinds of competitions and entertain-

ments were arranged for the day and the Woodhouse Express estimated

that about 1,000 people were present.l The organizer afterwards

commented on the occasion; 'From a social point of view the fete

afforded ample opportunities for our congregations to fraternise and

rub shoulders with one enother, thus fostering the sentiment of loyalty

which is so essential to the welfare of the corporate life on one's

beloved Church, and it was pleasant to see the inte.fest in the proceedings

and to note the many happy gréetings taking place.'2
So much for the many regular activities and events teking place in

connection with each particular church, which all in éll engendered a

very strong sense of solidarity. Between the churches, interaction

was much less intense. Informally, members would visit each otiézer's‘

'special' services, notably Sunday School Anniversaries and Harvest

Festivals, whilst other activities, such s the United Methodists' P.S.A.,

tize Friends' Adult School and the Wesleyan Literary Society attracted -

people of every denomination. But organized Joint meetings were few

and far between, the “only regular one of importance being the enmal

Whitsuntide gatherings By 1912, all churches participated, but there

is no ‘evidence of the Perish Church or Society of Friends being involved

‘ih the procession before 1908 (The former was certeinly not involved

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse end Staveley Express. 24/8/12.
2. Woodhouse Parish Church Magazine. Sept. ;912.
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1 2
in 1903 or the latter in 1899.) In 1912, *punctuslly at two o'clock

(on Whitsuntide Sunday and Monday), the procession left the Meeting

House and headed by the Handsworth Woodhouse Prize Band e¢.«.. marched
along Tammery Street, Chapel Street, and Cross Street, picking up as it
swept along, the contingents from the various Sunday Schools en route.';
Hyms were then sung round the Cross, after which the various Sunday
Schools dispersed, on the Monday going to their own churches for tea
followed by games until darkness in a field lent by a local councillor.
This was the time of the jraar when scholars end teachers turned out in
full force and well over 1,000 childfen alone would be in the processibn
and gathered round the Cross. It was a&lso & family occasion and 'on
each day, there was a very large gathering of perents and friends to hear
the ainging.'h- Nevertheless, the level of actual interaction between the
scholars, teéchers and members of the different churches does not appear
to have been high; all the Sunday Schools marched separately and re~
z;xained in their respective companies until the dispersale The tea and
gemes on the Monday were not inter—church affairs. It would seem, there~
fore, that the event figured more than anything else as a ceremonial

drsma, the manifest function of which was to demonstrate the mumerical

1. Woodhouse Parish Church Magezine. July 1903. ‘
- 2. Woodhouse Wesleyan Church Magazine. June 1899.
1/6/12.

3+« The Eck on, Woodhouse and Staveley Express.
Le Ibid. 55512. :
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strength of the various religious bodies, over asgeinst the non~
churchgoing populaces The fact that the anmuel procedure was, by 1912,
already formalized and that the focus of attention was the children
rather than the adults ,' amongst whom differences of church allegiance
were stronger, facilitated a corporate show of strength which otherwise
might have been far 'less easy to mount.

The problem of organizing united ventures is borne out by an event
peculiar to 1912, the miners' minimum wage strike, which lasted from the
end of February until early Aprile The Salvation Army were very soon .
in the field, operating independently, and 'were busy withlrelief tickets
end giving soup and bread sway at the Hall for six weeks.!  But in the
face of great hardship in the area, it was not until the strike had run
over 3 weeks that a general meeting of the Woodhouse churches wes convened
to consider what they could do to help, and a relief fund started.z Good
work wes then done and & large sum collected and distributed, but the
‘tardiness with which the larger churches joined forces in this resl

as well as

emergency was a sign that, as yet, they were reticent about,/inexperiencead

in,action of & Joint nature, and that an overall sense of solidarity wes

relatively weak.

1. The Woodhouse Selvation Army. Corps History. (Unpublished)

2. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 30/3/12.
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Significance

Sunday services and prayer meetings in themselves provided considg-
erable opportunity for self-expression. Free vocal perticipation was
8till common and 'Hallelujehl!! 'Amen!{' and 'Bless the Lordl' were often
heard in Free Church servicess A resident recslls how at prayer meetings
at the United Methodist Church one 0ld gentlemsn used to kneel ceremoni-
ously on a big red handkerchief end thump the tables Another would
stamp his feet.

Weekly activities gave considersble scope for old and young to gain
a sense of significences Musical telent, for exemple, found ample means
of expression. The choirs regularly performed centates end anthems and
gave concertse Now and then a 'promotion' performance was arranged to
assist the reputation end finances of those with especial asbility. 1In
1912 s the Wesleyans arranged a recital by one of their members, Cathy .
Leadbetter who was a violinist and elocutionist of great ability, to help
.'a rising artist.'l Instrumentalists often Joined the Salvation Army
Bend; in 1912, this was some 20 strong and & few years later the numbers
had risen to 32. ‘The Wesleyan Orchestra was by no means a 'closed-shop. '
An advertisement which appeared in the Woodhouse Express in 1908 ran as
fol]:owa: " "Woodhouse Wesleyan Orchestral Society have a few vacancies.

Ladies and Gentlemen who attend some Flace of Worship, and who are desirous

of becoming members ,‘ should make immediate written application to the

1, - Ibid. 23/11/12.
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1
Secretary ceces !

Participation in other activities likewise offered scope for self-
expression and a sense of fulfilment. At the Wesleyen Litersry Society,
mentioned before, members took the leed in introducing the works of
Dickens or Kingsley or Thackerasy and regularly Joined in the ensuing
discussion. Debates were often held. The Society attrected a fair
cross-seetién of residents from John Buckley, headmester of the Secondary
School, 'to the humble miner groping his way through a Tolstoyan novel,'2
but all seemed to £ind the evening extremely worthwhile.

The children too were made to feel that perticipation sociaslly
counted for something. Frizes for regular attendsnce were given at
seversl of the Sunday Schools and Bands of Hope’ (as they were at the
adult P.SeAse)e Meny children found a certain degree of significeance
throﬁgh missionary collecting or taking the scripture examinations; in
1912, a scholar from the United Methodists' coming 12th in all England
in the latters Now and then a Sunday School would undertake a public
entertainment of some kind and the children be given the opportunity to
sing and act, as when in July 1912 the Parish Church School staged an
operetta involving '40 voices' and the Endowed School was crowded for féur
nightse Sunday Scl;ool Anniversaries were big occasions for the children
with best dresses and new ribbons, and one is assured by older residents

~ that reciting o.r singing solo at such times wes felt to be 'an honour!

and 'a thrill.'

l. 1Ibid. 21/10/08.

2. Buckley, S. (eds) John Buckley (1865-1944)e Kendal, 191,5. Pe 13k
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Adult significence was enhsnced by the meny personsl references
that appesred in the three church megezines. Here the mention of births,
marrisges and deaths, with often quite long pasragrephs of congratulation
or condolence, brought individuals or families into the limelight. 014
issues of these periodicals are still kept by residents becesuse they
recorded 'my father's death' or 'my beptism.®

Social recognition also came through longevity of service, sooner
or later acknowledged by public approval or symbolic rewerd in connection
with a variety of church sctivitiese In the VWesleyan megazine for June
1910, an article sppeared peying tribute to 19 teachers who had been .
continuously linked with the Sunday School there, as scholars or teachers,
for periods varying from 25 to 55 years. During the same year the
Primitive Methodists presented diplomas to 3 teachers with 46, 34 and 26
Years' service respectivelys Such continuous endeavour called for a
good deal of role attachment as well as commitment. In June 191k, the
Parish Church magezine recorded that a presentation had been made to
Joseph Biggs for 25 yeers' service as their orgenist. It was slso noted
VWith approval that one member had been in the choir for 30 years and that
the Fowler family, 6 boys in succession, had 'done the pumping' for even
longer then this. .‘ |

"Because few inter-church activities existed, opportunities for
achievement of significence on a wider level was limited. Speskers or
soloists of note would go round from church to church performing at

various events end & village-wide reputation was sometimes built up. But
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the lack of Joint social action meent that in this connection most people

found a sense of significence within their own church circles.

SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Solidarity
The common interests that drew residents to participate in activities

Sponsored by the Woodhouse churches were supplemented by sociel ties which
linked members very closely together.  Solidarity was enhanced, for
example, by the fact that many churchgoers were related to each others.
This wes the day of lerge nuclear families end, as many of the latter
attended church as 2 unit, close relatives would often be active in numer—
ous sections of church life. An old member of the United Methodist Church
comments, 'We had a ready-made Sunday Schools You didn't have to go out
and hunt for them in those days.' Even where perents were themselves in-
frequent attenders, all the children in the family would often be sent along
to Sunday School or week-day activities. Extended family ties between
churchgoers were, however, not so numerous as one might imagines This wags
especially true where residents had moved into the local district only
comparatively recently. On the other hand, the well established Woodhouse
residents as a whole“were more closely related, and in many cases these
were ;rery active in church affairs.

Virtually all the churches conteined a cross-section of the various
8ocial classes outlined in the Chapter on 'Worke' One Wesleyan menber

Writes, 'I went to Sunday School with all and sundry and count some of
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them still my friends - we were a happy lot and enjoyed our simple
Pleasures.! None the less, each church possessed a socisl and cultural
ethos of its own and each congregation tended to attract residents of a
barticular social cless. This in turn, strengthened attachment to fellow
members of the churche Older residents are agreed that the Wesleyan
Church and the Parish Church came at ﬁhe top of the sociel scale. ! The
People with money went to the Wesleyans,' remarks one old woman. A
Wesleyan minister, stationed in Woodhouse esbout this time, writes that 'a
feir proportion of business and professional families' attended his church.
A similer socisl structure was evident within the Parish Church, the con-
gregation including, smongst others, a doctor, two headmasters, a building
contractor, the owner of the old tanyard, severél farmers, numerous lead-
ing tradesmen end seversl of those holding responsible positions in the
collieriese The Congregationsl Church came next in line with one or two
members linked with the top class of residents and a large proportion
drawn from the intermediate classs The United Methodists and the Society
of Friends attracted members mainly from the intermediate and working
classes, though in earlier times the Friends had been of mich higher
standing locaelly. The Primitive Methodist Church and the Selvation Amy
Corps stood at the i.ower end of the social scele, having a mejority of
thei:r people associated with the working class. The Salvation Army in
particular was regarded, as one old resident comments, as 'something of

a gtream spart,' whilst an old Salvationist states, 'We were then the

poor relafions. '
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- The years preceding the Firast World Wer, produced certain symbolic
figures (see Chapter VI, 4) within several of the Woodhouse congregations.
At the Wesleyen Church, John Hardcastle was such a person, though he wag
not a particularly popular men. In local district affairs he was a
Registrar. He was first associated with the Wesleyan Church in 1855 as
a Sunday School scholar and, by 1912, had held virtually every office of
note there. In the Wesleyan magazine for June 1910 he was described as
'the father of the Society.' At the Parish Church, the most notable
Symbolic figure was Vicar Booth, not an outstanding personslity, but one
who had held the Woodhouse living from 1887 and was regarded by many as
'a grand old men.' Sarsh Ann Jackson £illed this role at the United
Methodist Church, e saintly little lady who forlmany years was President
of the PeSeAe there, quite an honour for a woman! For several decades
her portrait hung in one of the church vestriese William John Hooley
Was a symbolic figure at the Congregational Church, becoming a member
there about 1860, end holding many offices. The Woodhouse Express re-

?Orted, in 1910, that 'for meny years he has been the mainstay of Congre~
1l
8ationalism in this district.'

The strict religious mores of the day generally helped to bind church~
goers together. Tl;e Sebbath was a day of religious observance for many
PGOPie and, even those who never attended church, were csught up in the
customs of the time« Most children were not permitted to play games and

special books were provided for quiet reading. For the adults, work

——

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse snd Staveley Express. 14/5/10.
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stopped completely, even st the local collieries, and very few people
did odd Jobs or gerdening on a Sunday. On one occasion a man approach-
ing a local builder on & Sunday for a bucket of sand was sent away empty-
handed, with a text humming in his ears, and one old resident recalls
that washing hung out on e Sunday was once cut down by offended neigh~
bours. . This was the day when 'Sunday clothes' were worn, when a special
Sunday diﬁner was cooked and when hymn singing round the piano in the
evening was the norm. |

Religious mores extended beyond Sabbath observance as such to other
matterse Sermons at all churches, with the possible exception of the
Parish Church, were lengthy and moraiistic, with a strong biblical content.
The themes of addresses given during the week ahd of erticles in the
various church megezines were in a similar vein. The Free Churches still
found a common bond in upholding the 'nonconformist conscience,' in 1912,
the Wesleyan Christian Union drawing a good audience for a talk on 'Modern
Drink Snares,' and the United Methodist P.S.A. for an address by 'a con~
‘verted gambler' and another by 'a converted drunkerde' Amongst children
and young people, strict temperance teaching, for exsmple within the
Bands of Hope, was still the order of the daye Such homogeneity of norms
helped many churchgoera to know what was expected of them and enhanced a
feeling of belonging to a distinct body with definite standards.

Structural featurés engendering solidarity across the churches were
mch less ;narkeda Kinship ties did cross denominational boundaries but

only in relstively few instances and, in eny case, did little to weaken
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the distinctiveness of each congregation. Differences of social class
between the leaders of each church tended to keep congregations apart
and, now and then, different attitudes to social questions caused some
disagreements For example, the Methodists and the Salvationists did not
look very favoursbly upon the practice of certain Parish Church Choir
members slipping into locel public houses for a drink after services.
Significance ,

The large number of church organizations active in Woodhouse at
this time provided many major and minor offices whereby members could
attain a strong and sometimes very strong sense of significance. Church-
warden, sidesmen, locsl preacher, s&ciety steward, tfustee,'leader,
deacon, choirmsster, orgesnist, Sunday School téacher, president of the
Pleasant Sunday Afternoon, bendmester; these and many other positions ‘
were open to those with the time and energy to fill thems  Nor were
such offices, and many lesser ones, to be despised. They Were posts of
social s tanding in the local district, and to occupy them ‘was regarded
“ by many as a considersble honour. The unwritten rule 'men only' was,
however, strongly upheld at fhis time. For example, the 19 sidesmen at
the Parish Church elected in 1912 were 2ll men, as were the trustees of
the three Methodist Churchess With only one or two notable exceptions,
menu held the reins in every local district churche Even the Salvation
Army favoured this sifuation, one of their number reviewing the history
of their band in later years, proudly stating that 'another distinctiqn

the bahd has is that there have never been any women pla&ing essee 8%

1l
Woodhousee'  The _The attainment of o sense of significance through holding

1. Ibid. 17/11/62.
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church office was thus largely an opportunity afforded to male
members.

The system of 'pew rents' at at least three local district churches
enabled the more prominent members to én.joy the respect which they felt
their sociel standing in the local district warrantede This was espec~
ielly the case at the Wesleyan Church where the practice was a means of
Preserving a degree of 'social distance' within en otherwise very solidary
groupe Seats in the church were 'graded' with the best pews, for which
the highest rent was paid, at the back downstairs, the names of the
occupants appearing on 5 card slotted into a freme on the end of each
pewe With the less wealthy members sitting mainly at the front down-
stairs, or in the gallery, 'the elite,' as they were known, were thus
afforded the place and recognition they folt to be naturally their due.
However, it would be quite wrong to assume that such class distinction,
emphasized by the system of pew rents, caused any great deal of envy or
controversy. Msny old Wesleyans not among ‘the elite' still talk with
;ome pride of 'the important folk' who used to be members of their Church;

a feeling of reflected glory which, interestingly engugh, enhenced their
own sense of significance.

Quite a8 few residents gained prominence and a‘ astrong sense of satis=-
faction by donating to one or other of the churches large sums of money
| or, more often, furnishings to adorn the building. A communion table,
- the communion plate, a pulpit bible, a lectern, pew cushions, étc., ell

provided a means of writing.one's name, if economic circumstances permifted,
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into the annals of the locsl church. Where portrasits did hang in
church vestries or schoolrooms, or where pléques appeared on the walls
of the sanctuary, they were 23 often as not commemorating those who had
given generously in material terms towards building, decorating, furnish~
ing or renoveting the premises.

The only inter~church activity which offered any positions of resl
stending wes the ennual Whitsuntide gathering. To hold office on 'the
great day' (each year & different church was asked to elect the presiding
officials) was a high privilege. Atkin, a Queker, writes in his memoirs;
'I shall alweys remember with reverence the encouragement he (the Secre-
tary of the Woodhouse Sunday School Union) gave me meny years ago, when I
was hesitating to accede to his invitation to preside for the first time
at one of the Whitsuntide gatherings. "You know, Ernest," he seid,

"it is a great honour I am asking you to undertake and will be & source
of Joy to your parents."! The Secretary of the Sunday School Union, |
nent ioned above, was himself 'very proud of the fact that he had attended
75 successive annual Whitsuntide gathérings, ’2 and a éertain Joseph Keeton
Who 'tock over the baton in 1892 ese.. (and) conducted the singing at the
annual gatherings for 44 years, without a break, until the year 1936,!

was a proud of this office as of any other he held in life.

1. Atkin, E. Historical Notes and Memories of Woodhouse,
2. Ibid. Pe 1270
3. Tbid. pe Sk
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NON-PARTICIPANTS

Although it is true that the churches contained a cross-section
of VWoodhouse residents and that, as one old inhabitant states, !the
Church went into every street and yard,' there were still a considerable
humber of adults who never bothered with a place of worship. On the
whole, those who neither attended church themselves, nor sent their
children to Sunday School, were the poorer, rougher section of the working
clagsse VWhy this was the case is beyond the scope of this thesis, but it
might be noted that, the Salvation Army spart, churchgoing demanded a
llevel of cultural refinement. and economic stability end stewardship which
numerous working families could not achieve. On the other hand, there
were those in the intermediate or upper class who refused to participate

‘on principle.!

SUMMING UP

In 1912, Woodhouse was very well equipped with churches, there being
seven active religious bodies within the local district. About a quarter
of the adult population, with men as well es women conspicuous in the
congregations, and brobably about half of the Woodhouse children, attended
Sunday services or Sunday School quite regularly.

Solidarify was first and foremost & feature of esch church as a
distihct social unit. Amdngst the regulsr attenders, both young and old,

the sentiment was very strbgg. It resulted from frequent participation
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not only in the very full Sundey pzlogz-ame, but in meny of the activities
organized by the churches during the weeke The latter were supplemented
by the 'great occasions' of the Church calendar which were celebrated
with considerable enthusiasm by all congregations. All these activities
and events were reported in the various church magezines which thereby
helped to keep members fully in touche The sense of solidarity was
further strengthened by the fact that participants, often being menbers
of large families which attended as families, possessed relatives in many
different sections of the life and work of the local church. Extended
family ties, though more in evidenc§ amongst the well established Wood~
house residents than the relatively recent immigrants, elso operated in
the same ways The fact that each church hed a distinct and generally
recognized social standing of its own in the local district helped to
bring those of similar social background together and facilitate inter—
action. Symbolic figures also served to focus the loyalties of members
" and to knit congregations together. Underlying the life of the church-
goer, and indeed the life of the local district as a whole, were the
religious mores, often strict especielly in relatioh to Sabbath observance,
of the age. - These gave to members & clear-cut pattern of behaviour to
foli.ow and of norms to uphold, thus drawing them together in pursuit of
& common way of life. |

Other residents, though not regular churchgoers, were often linked

closely with particular activities run by the churches, such as the
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PeSeAs., the Wesleyen Literary Society, the Friends' Adult School and
80 on, and here enjoyed a strong sense of solidarity. Those even more
on the fringe were linked to the Church through participetion st the
dramatic points of the life cycle, though here the sense of belonging
was generally weak.

A very strong sense of significance was attained by a number of
regular churchgoers, mainly men, who were appointed to the more notable
offices within the various religious orgenizations, positions often held
in high regard not only within the congregation concerned but further
afield also. Long and faithful service was usually rewarded publicly .
in one way or another. Meny other residents gained & gtrong sense of
significence through holding less prominent positions, as well as through
a variety of activities such es singing in the choir or reising money
for the churche The women found fulfilment through work behind the -
scenes which helped to keep the life of the churches financially strong
“ end socielly vigorous. Many individusls found the opportunity to demon-
strate musicel, literary and other abilitiea on the religious scene.
Children were encoxf.raged to express their talents iﬁ their own groups,
and in several churches received prizes for good attendance. The frequent
ref;;rences to cases of personel misfortune or distinction through the

medium of the church megazine also helped to mske the churchgoer feel

that he counted to his fellows.
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‘Inter-church affairs generally produced only a wesk bond.
Even the one event of note here, the annual Whitsuntide gethering, thdugh
enjoyed by each church sepsrately, and teken as the opportunity for femily
reunions, did not engender much more than a2 moderate sense of solidarity
between congregations as such. (The churches also 'walked' on Hospital
Sunday, see the Section on 'Health and Welfare,' but this was a less
spectacular repeat of Whitsuntide as far es the’reiigious organizations
were concerned.) A strong sense of significance on en inter-church
level was attained by & mere handful of residents, end by these either
- through the Whitsuntide gatherings, or through speeking, singing, reciting,
etc., at various church meetings within the local district.
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operating as a cinema since sbout the turn of the Century. All the
public houses were controlled and supplied by national brewery compsenies,
but the organization of fhe sociel life therein was in the hands of the
licensee and local residents.s The two clubs were in large part finsnced

by the breweries, but were run by a locel menagement committee.

PARTICIPANTS

The legal age, below which young people were not permitted to be
served in the public houses at this time, wes 18; in the clubs, member—
ship was restricted to those over 21. With the exception of one or two
public housés » this requirement wes fairly well cbserved by local
licensees eand committees. Above 18 or 21, residents of all ages part-
icipatede  The licenced establishments were very largely a male domain,
the Conservative Club being officielly for men only, but elsewhere Wives,
accompanied by their husbands, would sometimes appear at week=-ends. . It
" Was 'practically unknown' for a woman to drink regulerly on her own.

'As the public houses had no formsl membership, the number of resi~
dents attending any one of these in @ non-holiday week cannot be accur-
ately assessed, but the figure would probably aversge sbout 100. It is
easier to estimate participation in the two Woodhouse clubs. In 1908,
at the Sheffield Petty Sessions, the Working Men's Club wes reported as
having a membership of 195. By 1912, in the second yesr of its life,

the Conservative Club's membership was up to 230 with a week-night
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attendance of some 50 or 6>0. Teking into account a certain overlspping
in the patronage or membership of these institutions, it would seem

that & little under half the adult male population, and e little over a
quarter of the total adult population, of Woodhouse visited a public
house or club atl least weekly, and often much more. There were other
more specific leisure time pursuits orgenized at this time, although many
of these ’were in one way or enother associsted with licensed institutions.
Perticipation in these, and in the comparatively few independently run
spare-time activities, will be considered later.

Woodhouse residents rerely ventured out of the local district to
visit other public houses or clubs. They did,' however, frequently take
trips into Sheffield to énjoy themselves and especially to watch football,
Non-residents came into the locsl district, meinly from nearby villages,
at week-ends and at such times as the snnual Feast, in particular to visit

the public houses and clubs, but the sociel life of these establishments
still remained an essentially Woodhouse affaire.

There were very few organized leisure activities for women and,the
Seturday afternoon matinee at the Central Hall spart, virtually none for

children and young people (ie., other than those mentioned in previous

Sections, notably that on 'Religion').
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SOCIAL ACTION

Solidarity

The leisure time of many msle Woodhouse residents was monbpolized
by the public houses and clubs. The former kept long hours, being open
from 6,00 ame to 11,00 pm. on weekdays, 12.00 pme £o 2.00 pm. and 700 e
to 10.00 pme on Sundays. Licensing hours at the clubs were more limited,
the Conservative Club in fact being shut for the whole of Sunday. During
the week, shift-work at the pits meant that the number of potential cust- '
omers at any one time was considerably reduced, but 'a nice few,' says the
then Landlord of the Angel Inn, still dropped in throughout each day. On
Friday, Saturday end Sundsy nights licensed establishments were 'thronged,!
with a pianist end singer often brought in to entertain. Such regular
and informal meeting end mixing was extremely important in welding part-
icipents into very strong solidary groupings. It is true that drunken-
Dess and brawls, especially at some of the public houses and clubs that
served rougher parts of the local district, were feirly common but, be-
| cause 'everyone knew everyone else,' there was little sense of shock, ang
no lasting threat to the cohesiveness of the group.
A wide variety of more specific common interests engendering at leasgt
a strong sense of solidariﬁy were pursued in connection with the public
hOu;es and clubs. Dominoes, cards and draughts were very popular, end
at least three esteblizhments had billiard tables. Concerts, often to

raise funds for local people in need, were regularly held, on one occasion,
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) 1l
in November 1912, 'a large number having to be turned away' from the
Stag Inn. Some small but often vigorous societies held meetings at
the public houses. The Woodhoizse and District Agricultural Society was
run from the Stag Inn, and the Woodhouse and District Pig Club had ita
headquarters at the Cross Daggérs. In 1912 a newly formed Cottege
Gardeners' Society ﬁas started at thAei Brunswick Hotel and arranged a
Popular exhibition at ti'ze Feast in Auguste |

The Woodhouse Prize Band was based on the Stag Inn, John William
Cook, the licensee of the latter, being its conductor for 31 years, end
undoubtedly a symbolic figure (see Chapter VI, 4) for those participating
in this particuler activity. In 1912, this Band had a membership o‘f‘
about 24 and practised regularly three times a week in a special room
attached to the public house. It played fairly often ét the village
cross on Sunday nights and gave frequent performances round the streets,
often collecting for local people in need, a;s. well as playing at the main
holiday sessons for special events. A parade was held sbout once a
month at the Parish Church when a recital was given during the service.

Virtually every public house had a fishing club which held an amnuel
outing into Lincolnshire or to the coast. In 1908, 49 members went from
the Cross Daggers and 38 from the Junction Hotel on such expeditions. In
1908, 150 people participated in a tea and social given by the George Imn
Pishing Club.’ A new bowling green was opened in 1912 at the Conservative

Club and was very well patronized throughout the summers. An active

—

1. ThevEckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 30/11/12.
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cycling perty with some 30 members (which once a fortnight went on runs
into Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire) was based on the Working Men's
' Clube The Woodhouse Amateurs' Footbell Club at this time had its head-
quaerters at the Angel Inn, and the Woodhouse Football and Cricket Clubs
were associated with the Brunswick Hotel, the latter's excellent sports
field being a great attraction to pleyerse Many of these activities
drew on the customex-s and members of the public houses end clubs concerned
to run and support them, adding another round of interaction to that
Prod_uced by drinking and talking together, and thus msintaining the very
strong sense of solidarity associated with these establishments es a whole.
Team spirit arising from competitive sporting activities in 1912 was
somewhat varied in strength. Early in the year Woodhouse Amateurs'
Football Club was running two teams, but by the end had disbanded. Wood~
house Football Club, professional in a very small way and drawiﬁg certain
Players from outside the local district, was having a lean time and the
Woodhouse Express more than once bemoaned the poor mumber of spectators
ﬂpresent. However, Woodhouse Cricket Club had had a run of very successful
seasons and morele was highs The Woodhouse Golf Club, opened in 1911,
Was also going well,» and the Woodhouse Express recorded a year later that
the 84 members ‘are very enthusiastic.'l The only other sporting
acti\;ity of note was the Mauncer Tennis Club, with about 20 very keen
. members. Sport certainly created a sense of solidarity amongst partici~-

pants, though the strength of this was to some extent dependent, especially

1. Ibig. 25/5_/12.
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in the case of team games, on the success of the players concerned.

The regulars at the Central Hall £ilm shows, several nights a week,
actively enjoyed themselves, it being an sge of considerable audience
participetion in the form of much clepping, cheering and booing amongst
other things. The entertaimnment consisted of silent films, shown
through 2 hend-operated projector, whilst the proprietor reed out captions
or commented on the plot with dramatic effects These shows 'really drew
the crowds in,' states an old resident, and, when full, as it was every
Saturdasy night, the Hell accommodated some 200 people. However, the
degree of solidarity engendered wes only moderate, being limited by the
lack of interaction allowed because of the nature of the activity.

Quite a number of informal activities, not linked with sny particular
establishment, occupied the leisure time of many men, often giving rise
to the strengthening of friendships in pursuit of like or common interests.
Working and meny intermediate class residents would be involved in tending
allotments, poultry breeding, pig breeding end so on, and would frequently
" be seen engaged in conversation with those involved in the same pastimes.
Pigeon fancying was very popular though only one orgenized group existed
at this time. But perhaps the most importent pestime of a less formal
nature was gambliné, which, though in most cases not legally permitted,
in one form or snother permeated the leisure activities of most working
class mene In Jﬁly 1908, 11 Woodhouse residents (9 miners included) were
caught playing 'benker' and 6, a1l miners, playing nap 'with a crowd of

1l
of sbout fifty watching them.' In October 1912, 5 pit handw were found

1. 7Ibide 1/8/08.
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gaming, end the following month 7 pit boys were summoned on a similar
charge. 'Men would gemble on anything,' comments an o0ld miner, and
8o it was; cards, dominoes, coins, marbles, rabbits, 'peggy-shots'
(throwing a stick in the air and hitting it with snother before it
landed), es well as the more organized competitive pastimes such as
pigeon racing, fishing and horse racing. Ganbling probably mede both a
positive and negative contribution towards the solidarity of the group
concerned; solidarity was enhenced because it drew participants and
spectators into intense interaction, but, on the other hand, it introduced
& very strong competitive element which at times could be detrimental
to common interests. For the independent section of the intermediate
class and the top cless, informal leisure activities drawing residents
closely together included regular 'at homes,' garden parties, tennis and
croquet (on private courts end lawns), evening card-playing and so forth.
Very little was organized for children and young' people in their
apare~time, apart from those activities run by the churches, the Friendly
Societies, or qudhouse Co~operative Society (mentioned in previous
Sections)e The main regular event was the Saturday aftemoon matinee at
the Central Hell, when the latter was packed to the doors. There was
rather more fellow f;eling here than with the adults and one young patron
of th'os§ days now comments that 'it was kids' community belonging.'
" Woodhouse had no recreation ground at this time, though Shirtcliffe VWood
had been opened as a public amenity some 15 years earlier, and children

roamed freely here and in the countryside around Woodhouses 'You had
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to meke your own pleasure then,' is a sentiment frequently expressed
today, ‘and this would indeed appear to have been the cases On the
whole, frequent interaction was confined to children living in the same
yard or street, the rougher the area, the more the sexes played aspart.
All the usual pastimes of the young were engaged in together with a wide
variety of home-made gemes: kick~can, peggy, rusty finger or thumb,
‘oley (marbles), for the boys; five~stones, diablo, skipping, shuttle-
cock, for the girlse Young people particularly enjoyed themselves on
Shrove Tuesday, & school half-holiday when shuttle~cocks and hoops came
out for the first time, end on Guy Fawkes Dey, another half-holidsy, when
many yards had a bonfire of their own. Whitsuntide hes already been
referred to in the Section on 'Religion' and the events of Feast Week
are described below.

The holiday seasons of the year were times of intense activ'ity, all’
the more 8o because days off were costly luxuries, most men then having
no paid holidays. The public houses and clubs were busy at Christmas,
ﬁew Year end Easter, the first of these occesions being noted for the
visit of the local mummers to perform 'The Derbyshire Tup,' a gory but
humourous drems alweys greeted with great enthusiasme Whitsuntide end
Feast timke, however, saw the licenced establishments packed out .with
1ocaJ:é and old residents paying visits to relatives end friends.

The Feast wes 'the event of the yeer,' when commnal solidarity on a
locel district scale reached its zenith. The note of anticipation

surfounding Feast Week wes well struck in an article of a somewhat earlier

¥
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reriod, preparations being Just as eagerly made in 1912 ond for meny
years after: 'We suppose that no other week of the year is so much
looked forward to as the week known as Feast Week. For weeks, aye, we
might sey for months before, the children have been saving up their pence
to spend et the "Feast". And certainly for a week beforehand every good
housewife has been busy house~cleaning and beking and cooking, preparing
for the inevitable hospitality which is claimed and freely given during
 the .first few days of this auspicious week.'l The coming of the fair
itself wes swaited with tremendous excitement and 'was slways met by large
nunbers of boys walking to Normenton Springs to meet the steam engines
with such nostalgic' names &s "John Buil," "Clinton," "Albert," "Jack,"
"Little John Bull," "Admiral Beatty. "2' Round-asbouts, sideshows and stalls |
of all kinds were sited down Hewksworth's Croft and along the msain street
from Hoylend Lene to the Market Squares Opening night was traditionally
the Friday preceding the third Sunday in August, and the fair and other
celebrations continued until the following Wednesday evening. 'It was

a si‘ght for sore eyes. There was some merriment then,' comments one old
resident who remembers these times vividly.

In 1912, the programme for Feast Week, stretching from the Friday
night to the followil:xg Wednesday, included a show by the Cottage Gardeners'
Society, the Hospital Demonstration (see the Section on 'Health and '
‘Welfare'), the Annual Sports end Steeplechese, nmumerous cricket matches,

a Rurel Fete organized by the Perish Church (see the Section on 'Religion') .I

1. Woodhouse Parish Church Megazine. Sept. 1890.
2. When I wes s Led; Reminiscences of Boyhood Days in Woodhous

by 01d Residents. (Unpublished), 1966s pels
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and outings run by the Wesleysn Band of Hope and the Salvation Army

to Cleethorpes as well as other more local trips and picnicse In other
years there were further special events, for example, in 1908, a big
Agricultursl Show being helde In that year the Woodhouse Express

reported that 'the Feast Week has been the busiest for many years. From
Saturday to Wednesday evening, feasting and holideying were in full swing.'1
So it is no wonder that to this occesion every old Woodhouse person looks
back as representing the commnal high-spot of the year, a celendar mark
after which the whole population set its face towards ﬁhat were often hard
and difficult winter months.

Active participation in le;sure‘activities based outside the local |
district was very limited end confined to a few individuals Joining sport-
ing essocistions, such as the Hallaﬁshire Harriers, or taking paft in
misicel events. None the less, meny Woodhouse people went into the city,
mainiy at week-ends, for entertainment. Of chief interest to the‘men-
wags watching the two major Sheffield Football Teams, United end Wednesday,
and though both were well supported by residents, the latter were espec-
ially in evidence at the United ground, at what came to be known locally
as 'Woodhouse corner.' Other places and events attended in Sheffield
were the various paris, the variety theatres (notably the pantomime at
Christmas, 'e highlight dreamt of and tslked of for weeks' by the children),

-and concerts. IFootball supporters apart, howgver, such outings in them-~

selves did not engender a sense of solidarity amongst eny particular

groupings of residents.

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 22/8/08.
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Significance
At the Woodhouse public houses and clubs & certsin smount of

prestige was gained through informal activities; one's ebility to drink
herd, to tell a good story, to excel at dominoes, cafds or billisrds
and so one Some men would enjoy the reputation of being ‘'real c;'har-
acters,' others remain quite coﬁtent with their acceptance as
‘regulars.’

Orgenized pestimes based on the public house or club gave opport-
unity for the attainment of a status somewhat more formelly recognized.
As noted, in 1908, the Woodhouse and District Horticultural Society
(Steg Inn) and, in 1912, the Cottage Gardeners' Society (Brunswick Hotel)
orgsnized displays of produce at Feast time, prizes being given for but-
standing exhibifs- The Woodhouse Prize Band (Stag Inn) had won numerous

corﬁpetitions énd, in 1912, 'all resplendent and gay in their new und.t’orm:s'1
proudly parsded thé locel streets. 0ld trophies won‘at fishing com

) petitions are still displayed with pride in numerous Woodhouse homes

end one resident still has, in a glaés case in his front room, an out-
standing catch made at Bridlington meny years ago.

* Competitive sporting activities usually offered e sense of signifi-

cance in’ direct proportion to personal or teasm achievement. Although
191é was on the whole a poor year for the footballers, in the early months

Woodhouse Amateurs did mensge to reach the final of the Kelley Hospitel

1. Ibid. 1/6/12.
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Cup and played before a large crowds Members of Woodhouse Cricket

Club received high preise, in 1912, for winning the locel league
chempionship for the third time in successibn, this meriting a publie
Presentation of a shield and medals. In at least one Woodh;)use living
room a photo of the team for this and the preceding two years still hangs
conspicuouslye. Colf and tennis tournaments were a_lso held locally and
awards made to successful players.

In comnection with the informal series of psstimes outside the public
house and the club, some men would take a great pride in their allotments,
in poultry keeping, in pigeon breeding and so forth. An obituary notice,
@ppearing in 1912, described a Woodhouse miner as 'a great pigeon fancier
(who) possessed some of the best homers in the district.' It is possible
that one of the functions of the many forms of gambling prevalent, perhaps
because 'the rewards of participation bear little relation to individual
8bility eeees (and) seees little originality or initistive is required,'2
Wag to offer certain working class men ‘of limited mesns or skill some
chance of atteining a degree of significance. In' their turn, the top
class might use their leisure pursuits to personal advantage by 'bringing
out their best tea service' when entertaining visitors, displaying their
modeat weélth by erranging garden parties, playing host and hostess at

Social evenings in their homes.

—

1. Ibldo 25/11/12- i i :
2.  Morris, R.N. and Mogey, J. The Sociology of Housing. London,
" 1965. ppe 11, 72.



540,

Children seem to have achieved significance by their own skills
in self-made games. A good shot with & marble, a2 strong swimmer, the
expert five-stones player, those deft at peggy or diablo, all earned
the respect of their peers, as did the more daring by 'baiting' farmers,
stringing door-knockers together or mimicking the bell-man.

Soclal significance outside the local district was the attainment
of very few within this particular sphere of activity. Woodhouse at
this time produced some fine runners, one of whom won the Yoi'kshire
Junior Championship, one who ran for England and one who is said to have
competed in the Olympic Games in 1912. It elso produced one or two
misiciens whose reputation went far beyond the extended district. But
‘Ehese were the exceptions which proved the rule. For most, significance

was locally attained and locally recognized.

SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Solidarity
With no formal records of membership available for the large majority

of leisure activities of this time, it is not possible to trace with
Precision those ‘kinship reiationships linking perticipents. It seems
that in genersl these were somewhaf less close-knit than within the
churches. However, the Woodhouse Prize Band, commonly known as 'Cook's

Bank,' was very much a family affair, 'for at one time, no less than
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eleven of them were playing members.'l By 1912, the Band was regarded
as 'a villege :i.ms’ci‘l:ution,'2 some member of the Cook family having been
Bandmaster since 186'6). The film shows at the Central Hall were in part
given in their homely character by virtue of their being run by a father
and two sonse A resident writing to the Woodhouse Express about this
fact some years later commented that 'there is no doubt that its being a
family affair accounted for the friendliness and casualness that takes
even my breath away when I think of it. '5‘

Leisure associations, as with religious groupings, had a tendency
to develop along the lines of sociel classe A good deal of social
intermixing, mainly amongst the working and intermediate classes, did
take piace within the public houses and clubs, but, even here, certain
establishments were known as 'more respectable' and others as 'rougher.!
At this time, the Roysl Hotel, the Brunswick Hotel and the Working Men's
Club were generally regarded as thoroughly working cless institutions,
whilst the Cross Deggers and the Angel Inn were looked on as particularly
well ordered 'houses.' The Conservative Club was recognized by many as
'select,! having only a minority of miners on its membership roll: 'I
suppose I might have been a bit stuck up then,' comments one old miner
who used to atte‘ﬁd this institution. Other leisure sssociations also
" followed the lines of social class. For example, the Cottage Ge}rdeners'

Society and the Frize Band were dominantly working class groupings, whilst

1. Atkin, E. Historicel Notes and Memories of Woodhouse,
- 1086~1953. Unpublished), 1954 p+93.

2. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Express. 1/6/12.
3. Ibide 4&/1/58.
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the Tennis Club and especially the Golf Club served the independent
intermediate cless ‘and top class of Woodhouse residentse The fact
that members of these various groups came from e similar social back-
ground helped to reinforce their sense of solidarity.

Significance /

Those participents formally responsible for the organization and
maintenance of leisure activities were accorded public recognition for
their services, not least the licencees. 1In 1908, 'e large concourse
of people attended at the (Parish) Church and cemetery' at the funeral
of 'mine host of the Angel Hotel,' it being noted that !'throughout his
tenancy the house has been kept in a most satisfactory and praiseworthy
manner."l ‘In 1912, the licensee of the Stag Inn died and a comparatively
long and complimentary obituary notice appeared in the Woodhouse Express,
'a large number of friends'2 being present at the funerals The licensee
of the Brunswick Hotel in 1912 wa3 highly regarded as an aqtive member
of the Woodhouse Cricket club. |

The running of the Conservative Club gave scope for the attaining of
status and the exercise of & degree of suthority, in 1912, the Woodhouse
Express recording that for the first election of the comniittee, 'a long
list has been nominated, and much interest taken in the event. '3 The
Working ﬁen's Club similarly ren its own affairs with an elected committee

of sbout 12 members.

1. Tbid. 1/8/08.
2. Ibid. 29 6/12.
3. Ibide 3/2/12.
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Other associational activities offered the usual honorary offices
to members; as president, chairmsn, captain, secretary, treasurer and
so forthe In particular the Prize Band Bandmaster had received v;ide-
spread aclaim for meny years before 1912. Atkin states that at the
death of Bandmaster William Cook, in 1890, 'It is estimated that at
leaat 5,000 people were present at the funersl, the largest ever known
in the village. He was so well-known and respected in brass band
circles that fourteen bands from surrounding districts attended to pay
their last respects to a lost comrade.'l When his son, John William
Cook, retired as Bendmaster in 1910, ‘'a complimexitary tea was held in
the band room at the Stag Inn, foilowed by a large gathering to witness
the presentation of a silver tea and coffee service ssees This was
subscribed for by the public of Woodhouse. '2

Despite the generally informal nature of the life of the public
houses and clubs, there was still opportunity foi' a degree of social
standing to be maintained within each establishment. Akin to the
system in certain chﬁrchea, where the residents of higher socisl class
saf in particular pews, was the arrangement whereby each public house
had a fap room and & best room, with sometimes a club room (for concerts,
dinners, etce) valso. The tep room was for the man who preferred his
"pint, a shade cheaper, with easygoing, bréad, unfettered conversation.
The best room was busy mainly at week-ends when men could bring their

wives or guests to have a drink served 'in the best glasses.! The

1. Atkin, E. Historicel Notes end Memories of Woodhouse,
1086“'12:220 ZUnpublisheds » 1954« Po 92,
2. ITbid. P 93-
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Working Men's Club slso had a best room (the Conservative Club was a
higher cless institution anyway), away from the public bar, where the

handful of intermediate cless members could have a quiet drink at their

own table.

NON~PARTICIPANTS

The leisure activities organized in the local district mainly catered
for the adult male population Children, and to some extent women, met
in theiﬁ spare time generally within groups sponsored by the Woodhouse
churchess But, though the women linked with the more wealthy class of
residents were also involved in & round of social visiting and entertain-
ing and some were active in such essociations as the Golf‘ Club or Tennis
Club, the working class housewife was less fortunatee She was normslly
barred from the leisure pursuits described above through soqial convention,
'a woman's place was in the home,' and through the ever—pressing domestic
demands of looking after a large family, with the men folk often on diff-
erent shiftse In days when labour—-saving dévices were undreamt of, she
would spend nearly all the 'free' time she had seﬁing, mending, knitting

or, for short breaks, chatting to the neighbours.

»

SUMMING UP
In 1912, participation in orgenized leisure pursuits was largely

an adult male affeir and pursued mainly in the content of public house

and club. The women, other than those from the more wealthy families,
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were by convention as well as by necessity tied to the home (though
some did participate in other spheres of activity, notaebly the
religious). Leisure time activities for children and meny young people
were either run by the churches or remained unrecognized and informal.
Virtually all Woodhouse residents spent their leisure hours, apart from
occasional week—-end trips into Sheffield, within the local district.
The leisure activities of the local district were dominated by the
7 public houses a2nd 2 clubs, attended regularly by almost half the adult.
males of Woodhouse. Herein, constent mixing over the years, usually on
a ‘quite informal basis, in the same company, with those of similar social
background (each establishment thﬁs gained a social ethos of its own),
often in the same room, built up 2 very strong sense of solidarity. Many
popular leisure time pursuits were essociated with the public houses and
clubs; fishing, football, cricket, pigeon fancying, gardening, pig
breeding, etc., all x;roducing groups wherein solidarity wes generally
m_ng. Especially noteworthy here was the Prize Band, which, by 1912,
was already a Woodhouse institution, and many of whose members were linked
by close kinship ties to one particular family as well as by a very strong
- common interests Inside and outside the more formally orgenized activ-
_ ities megtionedfabove, gembling, in one form or another, drew meny men
closely togéther, often at an intense, if éompetitive, level of inter—
actione Working class men participated in few sctivities outside the
locel district, though a keen band of supporters went to watch one or

other of the two leading Sheffield football teams at week-ends.
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The independent class and top class of Woodhouse résidents were
found less in the public houses and clubs (the Conservative Club
excepted) and, epert from religious activities mentioned in a previous
Section, formed strong bonds within the Golf Club and Tennis Club end in
connection with the various socisl events (garden parties, 'at homes,'
etc.) arranged smongst themselves.

Children in their leisure time found a very strong sense of
solidarity smongst the group in the yard or street with whom they played
regularly. There were few organized spare time pursuits for them (other
than those mentioned in such Sections as that on 'Religion'), though the
regular young 'fans' at the Centrai Hall felt at least a moderate sense
of belonging to that company.

In the leisure sphere the outstaﬁding event for all sges and a good
cross~section of residents was the anmnusl Feast in August.  This was the
main time of the year for holidaymeking for old and young, and for five
busy days the population was thrown together in the numerous activities
arranged éngendering a strong sense of solidarity across the local dis-
trict as & whole.

A very strong sense of significance wes often obtained by those
very prominent ;nd well known in the life of the public houses and clubs,
such es certain of the landlords end club secretaries, or by those occu~
pying long established and well respected positions in such organizations
as the Woodhouse Prize Bende The numerous presidents, chairmen, treas-

urers, etc. of particular sctivities usually based on the pub and club
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often gained a strong sense of significance, ' : as did meny ‘'regulars'
playing informal roles, the public houses ‘character,’ clyever conver—
sationalist, end so forth. A good number of leisure time ectivities,
catering for members of various socisl classés, sﬁch as cricket, football,
golf, gardening, etc., offered a strong sense of fulfilment to those

excelling in the particular pursuit concerned.
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9. __ OTHFR ASPECTS OF WOODHOUSE LIFE

INTRODUCTION |

In addition to the activities and relationships peculiar to
each of the spheres described in the preceding Sections, there were
other aspects of the life of Woodhouse residents which were not linked
'with any perticular interest or any single association. It is to
these activities and relationships of a rather more genersl kind that

attention must now be directed.

SOCIAL ACTION

Solidarit
Despite the sbundance of clubs, societies, gatherings, etc.,

deacribed in the foregoing Sections, it is perhaps surprising to find
how little organized groups, linked wifh different spheres of activity,
ceme into direct contact with each others It is true that such organ-
izations as the Salvation Army held gatherings round the Village Cross,
paraded the streets of the local district end were given access to
certain (though by 10 means all) the public houses. It is also true
that the Woodhouse Prize Bend was an ubiquitious institution, in 1912,
eppearing, emongst other places, .atk the Whitsuntide gathering, the

Secondsry School Sports Day, the Hospitel Sundey Demonstration and the
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Parish Church Fete. But there is very little evidence of mich else

of an inter—sphere nature being formally undertaken or arranged. Even
with sport, the only match actually on record between two local district
teams, in 1912, was that on Whitsuntide Monday when the Society of Friends
played Woodhouse Cricket Club.

On the other hand residents did come together on certain recognized
communal occasiqns of the yesr, though interaction was meinly of an i;x-
formal nature. For example, as mentioned in an earlier Section, many
residents xhet up and mingled freely during the main shopping time, every
Saturday nighte During the year, & large number of locel people would
be off to picnic at Birley Spa An Easter Monday, and many more would
congregate at the time of the Whitsuntide processions and, above all,
at the Feagte As en old resident puts it, 'Whitsuntide and the Feast
Week were the two most important occasions for the communify to act like
ones' At these times a iarge section of the popﬁlation experienc_:ed 2
strong sense of solidarity, simply as residents meeting informally and
enjoying themselves together.

1912 witnessed one occurrence, referred to several times before,
which brought the inhabitents of the locel district very close together;
the six Weeks minimum wage miners' strike in March and April. 'This

1
question hes been the ell-absorbing topic during the pest month, '

1. Woodhouse Parish Church Magezine. April 1912.




350.

commented the Editor of the Parish Church magazine in April, end this
indeed appeared to be the case. Many residents acting both through
essociations and as individuals worked very hard to elleviate distress.
One of the main centres’ of aid seems to have been the George Imm but,
by the énd of March, the Woodhouse Express noted that the Cross Daggers,
the ’Woodhouse Working Men's Club, the Salvation Army, the Handsworth
Woodhouse Co-operative Society, the Woodhouse Tradesmen's Association
end several local butchers had all given generously. Even one of the
colliery managers sent a load of boots to Woodhouse West School for
children in neede Rather later in the day the Woodhouse churches also
came into action. So all-pervasive had become the affair that the
Woodhouse Express termed the Handsworth Urban District elections taking
place at this time 'a "strike" fight, several of the candidates conduct-
ing soup and bread distributions, and meking charity the principal
feature (of the campaign).'l Thus the minimum wage strike drew the
residents of the locai district close together, the helpers as much as
the helped, and produced a strong sense of solidérity amongst inhabitants.
One important feature of the Woodhouse of this era was the'rise and
fall in the tempo of communal life. | The necessity of compressing the
-descriptgion of the main activities of the area over & year or so into a
limited space has possibly given the impression that every moment of the

day wes pulsating with activity. Indeed some residents do talk

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Fxpress. 13/4/12.
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generally of the Woodhouse of this period as 'a lively place,' =
‘vibrating,' with 'never a dull moment.' On the other hand, despite

81l that seems to have been going on within the local district, Wood-
house was regarded by some commentators as a rather slow-moving place.

In 1908, the Woodhouse Express noted that 'Woodhouse for some weeks has
experienced a time of extreme quietness. Nothing whatever has occurred
to break the monotony of country life,' and, in 1910, the reporter spoke
again of 'the usual quietness of Woodhov.’.:ae.'2 In 1912, after the term~
ination of the strike, the Woodhouse Express stated that *the town is
resuming its usual quiet aspect.'3 These differing impressions probably
all reflect something of the truth. As the coments from the Woodhouse
Express imply, the greater part of local district life consisted of the
repetition of a fairly ordinary work-a=day routine, with earning a living
and looking after the family consuming a great deal of time end energye
'It was often a fight for survival then,' comments one o0ld resident.

What spare time people had was spent in the ordinary run of meetings at
church, public house or club. 'l‘hoﬁgh life was much less of a struggle
for the wealthier residents, the even tempo of affairs was maintained,
one resident writing of this era as 'a more leisurely age, when we had
time to read D:;.ckens or try to unravel the mystery of "Edwin Drood".'l'-

“Nevertheless, though, and indeed because, the daily round was uneventful,

1. Tbid. 22/2/08.
2. Tbide 14/5/10.

L. Buckley, Se (eds) John Buckley (1865-194%4). Kendal, 1946. Ds13ks
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it meant that when a break did occur in the regular and, for mhy,
arduous routine, as at week-ends and es?ecially at certain times during
the summer, these occasions were doubly looked forward to and enjoyed,
and left the impression of feverish activity and fun in the minds Qf old
residents. Then Woodhouse was & 'vibrating'pleces These times were
what Klein, in another context, terms the 'splashes'l of the era, in this
case public rather than simply familial in nature. It was the very
quietness of Woodhouse that made these occasions and events so drematic
and memorable, they were the 'great times' of considerable social import-
ance, to which people lock back nostalgically as embodying the strong
communal spirit of the agee.

In addition to intensive interaction at certain points in the weekly
and anmial cycle of events, frequent contact between residents was
facilitated by the fact that many of them belonged to mxmeréus organiz~
ations associatéd with diffe:en‘b spheres of activity. It was the men
of course that were particularly involved in this multi-associational
pattern across various spheres of social activity, though the women and
children were also brought into the broader stream of things through
regular contact with the friends of their husband or father if nothing
more. This phenomenon of multi~associational and cross-sphere memb;ar-
ship can best be demonstrated by a glance at the activities of three
well~known inhabitants. |

George Algernon‘Herring was a native of Woodhouse, end, in 1912, was

Al. Klein, J. Semples from English Cultures. Volume I. London, 1965.
ppe 193-196. :




553,

manager of a smell steamlsundry business in the local district. During
that year he was electéd to the Handsworth Urban District Council (in
all he was a local Councillor for about 20 yeers)s In this official
capacity he was one of the two 'visitors' to the Station Road Elementary
School, end one of those who addressed the Hospital Sunday gethering
during Feast Weeke In 1912 he took the chair st the anmial meeting of
the Handsworth Parish Councile He was 2 menager of the Central Hall
Picture house and, emongst other forms of popular enterteinment, in
April 1912, put on a free concert there for local residentse A staunch
Wesleyen, he was, in 1912, awarded a long-service medal for work in their
Sundey Schoole In addition he was closely linked with the Wesleyan Band
- of Hope and was one of the founders and permanent committee members of
the annual 01d Folks' Treat.

Albert Bird was licencee of the George Inn, having moved to Wood-
house sometime in the first few years of this Century. He was noted as
a sportsman, having played first-class cricket for both Warwickshire and
Worcestershires He occasionally went down to thése counties in the
summer months to coach but still remained extremely active in Woodhouse
itselfe 1In 1910, he was the refereé at the Woodhouse Annual Sports and
Steeplect;ase on Feast Monday. He was a Vice-President of the Woodhouse

' Institute Harriers end Athletic Club and a member of the Hospital
Committee, being especially concerned with arrengements for the Kelley
(Football) Cup. A popular Master of Ceremonies, in Jamuery 1912, he

' sppesred in this role at the Parish Church Girls' Guild fancy dress ball
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and, in October, at the Woodhouse Tradesmen's Association's whist drive
and dances During the minimum wage strike he was personally very active
in distributing soup and bread to needy children. In the sphere of
politics, he was one of those nominating the licensee of the Princess
Royal Hotel, Woodhouse Mill, as a candidate in the Urban District Council
electionse In the sphere of social welfare, he was on the comnmittee
which, in 1912, erranged a special treat for the o0ld people of VWoodhouse
Mill at the Junction Hotel and, in November, amongst those entertaining
at a charity concert at the Stag Inn. All these things, in addition to
the social evenings, dinners and presentations regularly held at the
George Inn itself, brought him into close contact with hundreds of locel
people.

Bernard Grayson was a teacher at the Station Road Elementary School
and lived in Hollis Croft at the West end of the local districte He
too was a keen sportsmen being President of the Woodhouse Institute
Harriers aﬁd Athletic Club, in 1912 a linesman for the {iospital Cup
matches, and chosen to present the pfizes at the Woodhouse Druids sports
in September. He was a Wesleyan and, like George Herring, in 1912
received an award for long-service in the Sunday School. In addition he
‘was Secretsry of the Christisn Union, on the committee of the Wesley Guild
and the Editor of the Wesleyan magazines A regular speaker at events
‘held at other churches, in 1912 he was appointed one of the th Secre~

taries for the Churches' Relief Committee formed to give aid to the .
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miners during the strike. TFinelly, as Auditor, he served both the
Hospitsl Conunitfee and the Woodhouse and District Pig Club, having held
this office in the latter since 1899.

And so one could go one This pattern of multi~associational
membership across many different spheres of activity was typical of
numerous residents, not merely on the level of office holding but on
that of normel participation. The only qualification that must be made
is that there was a certain tendency for Woodhousev residents to nucleate
either around those activities based on the public héuses and clubs, or
around those sponsored by the churches, especially the Free Churches.
This difference in the focal point of social activity was a matter of
principle as well as of habite As noted in the Section on 'Religion,’
temperance was strongly advocated by many religious bodies and formed
the basis of numerous sermons, talks and lectures as well as of such
organizations as the children's Band of Hopee Many residents thus grew
up with & strong feeling ‘that drinking was 'wrong' and churchgoing was
tright,' or, at least, the 'proper' thing to do. The difference of
opinion on this issue emerged, for example, when the Woodhouse Tradesmen's
Association :iivided equally on the question of whether or not it was
expedient to hold its meetings at the George Im or at 'the Coffee Room'
in Tannery Street.
| However, several factors prevented this difference of outlock be~

" coming commmally very divisive. In the first place, the fact that so
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meny residents had been born and brought up in the same area meant

that they knew each other very well (see below for comment on the
further implications of this situation) and that any regular offence,
such as drunkenness, tended to be 'conventionalized.! 'After all it
was only old Joe again.' ZEven members of the chapels condoned in the
same breath as they denounced; 'We knew them alll' states one old
Wesleyan, whilst another remarks, 'Then folk didn't really know betters®
Another churchgoer writes, 'However much heavy drinking was regretted
by us, it waes tolerated. There was a live and let livé attitude towards
ite' Secondly, some church members themselves visited licensed esteb-
lishmentse Choir members from the Parish Church regularly went into
the nearby public houses for a drink after practices, and quite & number
of church people were members of the Conservative Club. " In addition
many associations and groups, not church oriented but containing church-
goers, such as the (Sheffield) Druids Lodge, the Birley Lodge of the
Miners' Union and the Hospital Committee, found it as convenient es any-
where to meet in public houses, where a room was always availeble. The
Parish Church Choir even held its annuel dinner at the George Inn. Nor
were 8ll the ivublic houses particularly irreligious places. The Cross
) Daggerss for example, every Christmas produced a choir which sang carols
round the Villege Cross, and the place itself was known locally as 'the

Chapel. ' Finally, it must be remembered that many non-churchgoers, in
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‘their childhood, had passed through church Sunday Schools and bonds
remained despite the cessetion of attendance at worship. All in all,
therefore, what on the surface would seem to have been a deep social
cleavage did much less to undermine communal solidarity as a whole than
one might have expected.

Apart from the tendency for socisl life to nucleate, in leisure
hours, around either the churches or the public houses end clubs, little
else sppeared on the Woodhouse scene at this time to set one section of
the locel district populetion over against snother. Competition, and
what conflict there was, were virtually confined to comparatively small
issues end minor incidents, meny of which have already been touched on
in previous Sectionse = In the sphere of work, little love was lost be-
tween men and employers, a situation which meant that, at least initisally,
considerable support was forthcoming from the miners for the national
strike of this years The Woodhouse shopkeepers were to some extent, in
competition, though this did not prevent the formation of the Woodhouse
Tradesmen's Association. Local government produced a lively election in
1912, and at times the Council was strongly divided, in this period not-
ably on how to deal with the poor health and high infant mortality rate
- in Woodhouse and vicinitye In the sphere of social welfare, there was
disagreement, in 1912, sbout whether or not to hold a house-to-house
collection instead of the usual Hospital Sundsy Demonstration. The

educational scene revealed some rivalry between the Top and Bottom Ele~-
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mentary Schools, and widespread cynicism at the outset about the valﬁe
of the new Secondary School. There was little attempt at co-operation
between the Woodhouse churches (as was true of the public houses and
clubs also), and this year sew such incidents as the expulsion of the
Parish Church from the Sunday School League, and fhe dismissal of the
local Congregational Minister by the deacons for alleged misconduct.
In the sphere of leisure, there was the normal competitiveness between
sports orgenizations eand some rivalry between the fwo Woodhouse bands.
But all other elements of competition or conflict were largely of a
domes tic nature, within families or between neighbours, or of a personal
kind, disputes between pasrents and teachers or brawls at the public house.
They may have been fierce, but they were nearly slways short-lived.
These very differing examples of competition and conflict, even
where potentially divisive on a feirly wide scale, were prevented from
developing into major issues by three factors. [First, was the lack of
any real vision within the local district of; better or easier way of life
that could be achieved by the working classe The social horizon wes
very largely formed by the boundaries of Woodhouse itself. Secondly,
and relsted to this, was an upbringing which had taught residents to
accept _their lot in life. 'We were brought up to believe in masters
) end men, and still do,' commenté. en 0ld Woodhouse man. Thirdly, the
struggle to survive left little time or energy to expend initiating or
orgenizing widespread social protest. If one did fisk entering the

fray, as one miner who became an Urban District Councillor found, one's
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Job was even less secure than ever. Thus the Woodhouse situation at
this time was hardly suited to produce widespread conflict, even of a
commnal kind.

One of the most important factors in creating a strong sense of
solidarity emongst the residents of Woodhouse wes the constant availebility
of information about local goings on. 'It was marvellous how news used
to travel round,' states one old inhabitant. By far the most noteworthy
means of communication was word of mouth, local people being practiced
in the art of passing on information of generasl interest with estounding
alacrity. What was not public knowledge after the shops closed‘ on Sat=
urday nights was hardly worth knowing.

Other modes of communication supplemented local_gossip. * This was
still the age of the town crier, a role filled in 1912 by a local barber
who was regularly seen about the streets announcing miners' meetings,
church bazsers, furniture sales, the names of lost children and the
location of stray snimals. The personal touch gave to this type of
announcement an exaggerated but compelling air of importance.

The printed word was also an importent method of keeping residents
informed. In_rpressive posters edvertising Sundsy School Anniversaries,
Harvest Festivals, socials and concerts would appear outside churches or
in shop windows. Three churches (see the Section on 'Religion') produced
monthly magazines which had a good local circulation in 1912. But most
noteble of allf the printed modes of communication were the newspapers,

, esbecially that known as 'The Eckington, Staveley and Woodhouse Express'
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from which many of the quotations used in this thesis have been taken.

. This was regarded by inhabitents as reelly a Woodhouse paper, there being
a local office in Woodhouse into which all reports were sent. Every
week a long column appeared appropriately called 'Woodhouse Whisperings!
supplemented in other parts of the paper by lengthy articles on weekly
local events of notes The latter were reported very comprehensively,
not in any trivial or sensational style but with serious cere and
earnestness.

The means of communication which gave Woodhousé residents information
concerning what went on in the world ocutside were much more limited in
scope, the Press being by far the most important. The Woodhouse Express
carried only advertisements for goods sold in the Sheffield or Rotherham
shops and occesional articles about national affairse On the other hand,
the Sheffield papers ('The Sheffield Daily Independent', 'The
Sheffield Deily Telegraph!, 'The Evening Telegraph and Star' and 'The
Green 'un', the latter a very popular Saturday sporting peper) had
quite a good circulation within the local districte These papers did
report news from the surrounding area and from the city itself, but,
football and cricket apart, Woodhouse residents were appasrently more
inferested in national than exteﬁded district events; as one puts it,
'lie weren't very concerned with what went on in the Sheffield Town Hall.'
Thus if there was any fellow feeling with those outside Woodhouse it was
as much with Englishmen as a whole as with the inhabitants of Sheffield.

In 1912, a sense of national solidarity and widespread sympathy seems to
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have reached its peak in Woodhouse on three particular occasions. The
first was when the Titsnic sank in April (this event figuring as the

main headline in the Sheffield Inaepenaenf for 15 consecutive days), all
residents being caught up in the dramatic ‘sense of personal loss. The
second occasion was in July, when 87 miners lost their livés in the nearby
Cadeby Colliery disaster, the fact that this was a local event and conn-
ected with another mining district adding poignancy to the mishap. The
third event was the deéth of Captein Scott and his party on the way home
from the South Pole, news of which came much later in 1912. 1In these
tragedies the whole local district shared but fellow feeling though strong,
was inevitably of a temporary and tenuous nature.

Solidarity was experienced by residents on a wider and more general
level in connection with their British citizenship in particuler and
menibership of the British Empire in general. [IHere a sense of pride
fanned the sense of belonging to a rather idealized entity, the Astrong
sense of solidarity remaining latent until revealed at such times as local
and national celebrations associated with menbers of the Royal Family
and, above a2ll, during the call to arms in 1914 end Jjust afters The
doings of the Royel Family were always followed in Vioodhouse with great
interest, at éhe death of Edward VII there being 'avrun on black ties,'

" and the event being regarded by some as 'a death in the family.' For
the Coronation of George V, inm 1911, there were festivities in every
‘ sfreet in the locel district.e And the excitement caused by visits of

the Royal Femily to the extended district has already been mentioned in
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the Section on 'Education.!

With regard to the sentiment associated with the Empire an old
res‘ident writes as follows: 'There was a feeling of pride in the
British Empire in 1912. This had been built up in our young minds
tbrough history lessons extolling the exploits of former soldiers, sailors
 and statesmen. Rudyard Kipling books of India and frontier life were
all the rage, 83 were his poems with a decidedly patriotic flavour. We
- heard adults still singing the Music Hall songs with special reference
to thg Boer War, which was still fresh in their minds in spite of it
heving ended in 1902. There Were a few Boer War "veterans" in the
village, and soldiers came home from service in Indis. Cenada and
Australia were associated with those families who emigrated. There was
a constant stream of missionaries from Africa and Indis who brought the
Jungles and deserts of parts of the Fmpire before our ver& eyes via the
magic lantern "stills." All these things combined to impress on us the
vastness of the British Empire, and what a splendid thing it was and how
great we weree This was the time when the phrase, "The sun never sets
on the British Empire," was really plugged, and it seemed mght to be
proud of ite . In 1912, occurred the great "Durber" in Indie, and this
) show of might and splendour which went on for weeks, helped to boost
afresh our greatnesse I am quite sure that all this had something to do
with the Jingoism prevelent in the country at the begi’q.ning of the 1914~
1918 War and which led the way to men and youths volunteering so readily.'

l. The only other means of keeping informed were by letter, telegraph or

telephone.‘ In 1895, the only date during this period when figures are
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available, the average number of letters delivered daily in Woodhouse
was & mere 415 and despatched dasily only l+00-1 Though by 1912 this
nmumber would have risen somewhat, it was still, according to old inhabit-
ants, 'an event to get a letter.! Telephones were mainly used for
business purposes and it is doubtful whether more than 50 existed in the
whole of the local district.

Intensity of interaction smongst residents was now and then in-
creased by the various modes of travel of the eras The most common
means of transport was by foot, all classes walking bto the shops, to
church, to the public house and often to worke Face~to~face contact,
with its inevitable exchange of greetings and news, was thus frequent.
The era of the motor car had hardly dawned, although the first had
sppeared in Woodhouse as early as the turn of the Century. One resident
describes this as quite 2 commmnal event; when the 'first car came down
the street all turned out to see it pass by. All shared the Joy and
excitement of the first car to appeer in the village. No sense of
jealousy = Just pride in the villege car.' But in 1912, the car was far
less important then the bicycle, the horse~drawn tubs and wagonettes,
and the traim

The bicycle was the first comparatively cheap and private means of
trensport by which Woodhouse people were able to venture into and beyond

the extended district and its appearance, some decades before 1912, was

1. LeTall, WeJs Doings in Handsworth Woodhouse and in .
. Handsworth Parish, 1876=1899 York, 1899 p.39.
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thus a most importent breskthrough in respect to the mobility, especially
the leisure-time mobility, of the populstion. As noted under the
Section on 'Leisure,' a cycling group existed at the Working Men's Club,
and others in small parties went out at week-ends during the summer as
far afield as Doncester, Worksop and Lincoln. Some children cycled to
school and a few men to worke Wagonettes, seating up to 20 people, were
used to transport residents from the Village Cross to Woodhouse Station
and for numerous summer leisure outings into the Dukeries or Derbyshire.
Travel here involved a good deal of passenger—participation, the men
always getting ouf’to allow the horses an easier pull up steep inclines
and the very slowness of the Journey giving ample time for long con-
versations and sometimes home~coming sing-songs. Travel into Sheffield
involved much less contact between residentse The majority would walk
across the fields to Handsworth or up the hill to Intake together to
catch the tram, and some would take one of the two d&zen or so trains
which ran daily from Woodhquse to the citys But very few inhabitants
travelled into Sheffield regularly, though visits at week-ends were more
popular, ahd neither the tram nor train Journey facilitated very vigorous
interaction. Nevertheless, Woodhouse people did spend a good deal of
time trevelling around on foot §r by one means of transport or another
and contacts made informally on these occasions over the years strength-

ened friendships and enhanced solidarity.
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Significance

Few of the activities mentioned sbove can be picked out as
specifically engendering a strong sense of significence other than
the work of the Press, and especially of the Woodhouse Express. Sig-
nificance was given to residents simply because their activitieé were
so fully reported by the latter, often with a phrase of commendation
or congratulation for everyone to reade Inhabitants were thus led to
believe that what they did in their daily lives was importent and that
they themselves counted for something in the affairs of the local dis-
tricte A few examples may suffice heres In January 1912, the Wood-
house Express reported in detail the types of dress worn by 28 of the
Principal dancers at the fancy dress ball held by the Parish Church

1
Girls' Guild. In February, every person who spoke during the fort-

nightly discussion run by the Wesley Guild was mentioned by n:ame.2 In
March, the Parish Church gave en operetta at the Endowed School ’and the
Woodhouse Express described every act and the perférmance of each indiv-
idual in 1\111.3 In Mafch and April, during thé minimum wage strike,
there were exhaustive reports of all the speeches given at the meetings
of the Birley Miners' Lodge. The monthly medal competition held by

the Wo;ahouse Golf Club regulerly included the names of every player and
the seasons averages for both 1st and 2nd XIs of the Woodhouse Cricket

Club sppeared in full later in the year. The monthly meetings and other

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse end Stavele ress. 20/1/12.
2. Tbid. 17/2/12. Lxpress. 2 »

3. Ibide 16/%12
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affairs of the Urban District Council were written up most comprehensively,
in October, for example, a lengthy report of the speeches given during the
anmual dinner of the local Fire Brigade at the Angel Imm appearing.l
Domestic affairs also figured prominently, reports of weddings going so
far as to include a complete list of 48 gifts and givers in one c‘ase,2

3 ,
and 70 in another. Accounts of funerals, especially the names of

relatives and friends attending, and obituary notices were similarly
generous in length end deteiled in substence. - |

Every week, therefore, for such reporting as that described above
was continuous throughout the year, a large number of residents might
find their names in print because they had spoken, or sung, or acted, or
scored a goal or bowled well, or Just simply been there on this or that
quite ordinary social occasion. Their names would appear side by side
with those mentioned in connection with the extended district or national
- news without any impression being 'given that reporters were merely
'playing to the crowd.' Slignificance was thus greatly enhanced becausé
the activities of inhabitants were obviously taken seriously and they
themselves were mede to feel they had some worthwhile contribution to

meke or part tb pley in local district affairs and these mattered.

1. Ibid. 19/10/12.
2. 1Ibid. 3/8/12.
3, Tbid. 10/8/12.
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SOCIAL STRUCTURE

Solidarity

It was mentioned in the Introduction that, by 1912, Woodhouse had
seen no great influx of residents for well over a decade. This, allied
to the fact that at this time as meny as half the inhabitants belonged
to either very old established families or to families that had resided
in the locel district for a generation or more, meant that certain
leading figures in the area had becoine extremely well known. Such, for
example, was James Morton who had first taken charge of the Endowed
School in 1874, end was the Headmaster of the Station Road School from
1889 until 1918. Another was Isaac Crowther who was appéiﬁted Head-
| mester of Birley School ‘(Normanton Springs) in 1893 /and of Woodhouse West
School in 1900, where he remained until retirement in 1923. In the
religious sphere, the Rev. William Henry Booth was the local incumbent
' from 1887 until 1918, and the Rev. Robert Brotherton served the Congre-
gational Church from 1889 to 1905, and again from 1916 until 1920. Dr.
Arthur We Scott took over the medical practice of Dr. Frederick T. LeTall
in 1887 and remained in it until 1924 Many other prominent residents
_ such as John Hardcastle, the locel Registrar, Willism Furniss, & leading
representative of the minei-s, George Herring (mentioned before in this
Section) and Cherles Ward, &an auétioneer, to mention only & few, belonged

to families which had lived in Woodhouse for meny generations. Length -
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of residence and service characteristic of such people as these and
many othe»rs’ gave inhabitants a feeling of social stability which
enhanced solidarity.

Certain of these figures, through their own abilities and persqnal-
ity, as well as many years spent in Woodhouse, gradually became symbolic
(see Chapter VI, 4) not merely, or even especially, within the sphere
with which they were occupationally or otherwise generally connected, but
throughout the whole of the‘local district In this case they were :
indeed ekin to the social "fixes,"l (to us‘e the term mentioned by
Herbert in commection with town plenning) of the Woodhouse of this era,
and instrumental in giving strength and cohesiveness to the totai communal
life of that time and place.

One such symbolic figure was Dr. Arthur Scott (see also the Section
on 'Health end Welfere!), or, as he was known to meny, 'Scottie.! His
own professional activities were rather too individualistic; to facilitate
him becoming the focal heed of any particular association, even in the
sphere of medicine, but so frequent a visitor was he to the homes of ali
classes of residents, and so numerous were his connections with local
organizations, from the Parish Church to the Urban District Council, that
by 1912 he hed ‘without doubt become a figure helping to weld Woodhouse

“into a corporate unite As one resident puts it, 'When Dr. Scott died,

1. Herbert, G- The Neighbourhood Unit Principle and Organic Theory.
Sociole Reve Vol. 11, No. 2. (ppe 165-213) July 1963. |

- Pe 2020 J {
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everyone else thought tﬁey'd diel' John Hardcestle, elready mentioned
in the Section on 'Religion,' was snother symbolic figure, not Jjust for
the Wesleyans, but for the local district as a wholes This was not
because of great popularity, but due more to the fact that his work as
Registrar brought him into contact with so many residents. In 1912 he
was perhaps past the hey-day of his authority, but he still remained,
emongst other things, Assistent Overseer for Handsworth and Orgreave, a
director of the Handsworth Woodhouse Ges Company and owner, with his wife,
of a good deal of property in the areae A one time licensee of the
Angel Inn describes him as then 'the Woodhouse King'; another resident
as 'Lord High Chancellor.! Here again, therefore, emerged a figure
ebout whom people revolved, a kind of hub of the communal wheele Along-
side these two gentlemen stood a large number of somewhat less widely
recognized figures, many of whose names have been mentioned before, yet
all to a greater or lesser degree symbolic figures of communsl importance.
Other inhabitants acted, albeit unconsciously, as cohesive esgents in
the life of the local district through acquiring over the years widely
acknowledged .;-eputations as 'characters.' To these people there often
became attached tales of en emusing or mock-heroic natures One such
resident was‘ Arthur Hencock, a greengrocer and fishmonger, who turned
the sceles at 20 stones and inevitably earned the nickname of 'Fatty.'
An oft repeated story tells how he once won a race ageinat a young

¢halieﬁgef by choosing es the verme a narrow path between high hawthorne
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hedgese His opponent could not pass him! Another local character

of the eré was William Daykin, better known as 'Panchon' Daykin. The
tale goes j:hat he wes sent to purchese a panchon (2 lerge mixing bowl)
but unfortunétely broke it on the way home from the shop. Menaging to
get & second panchon safely home, he then dropped it to demonstrate to
his mother how he smashed the first! Perhaps the most notorious of
Woodhouse characters was 'Rough' Cockayne, & miner who was constently

in trouble with the lawe A story is told by meny residents concerning
how, when bailiffs ceme to evict Cockayne for non-payment of rent, he
locked them in the house with him, put a tin of powder, used in the pit
for shot-fiﬁng, into the oven, and remerked, 'Now say your prayers;
we'll all leave together!! The beiliffs left of their own accord;
through the window! 'He was a devill' remarks an ex-publicen of this
era, with a twinkle in his eye. Such tales &s these contributed towards
a common heritage and sense of belonging to a unique social entity shared
by residents, as well as, incidentally, often giving such characters a
noteble role in local district life.

Many residents possessed nicknsmes which had become attached to them
over the years and often remained with them throughout their lives. There
is no point here in listing these as they would be meaningless to the
reader, but they bear out yet agein the intimacy of the relationships
existing within Woodhouse and the strong corporate sense engendered. .
Even certain sayings still used occasionally by older residents (such

as, 'He ran like a Birks' or 'He slept like a Birks,' the Birks family
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being en importent and very well established one in the local district)
must have had their origin, lost now, in the history of this place.

The consequence of this growing together of residents over the
years, evidenced by the emefgence of major and minor symbolic figures,
local characters, the growth of folk tales end the frequent use of nick-
names is summed up by a phrase repeated time without number by the older
residents, 'Woodhouse wes a place where everybody knew éverybody else.!
'We could tell you who lived in every house from the Iiill to the Springs,'
state meny old people today. And because so many of those playing
different roles lived in the local district, pupils and teachers, coun-
cillors end policemen, miners and colliery officials, doctors ahd mid~
wives, tensnts and landlords (of thé 109 property owners noted in the
electoral roll of 1912, 55 lived in Woodhouse itself, 43 in the extended
district, and only 11 beyond the latter), 'knowing everybody' meant
knowing very well a large majority of those eﬁcounteréd, in whatever
sphere of activity, during the course of a lifetime. Although it is
true that such intimacy could have its drawbacks, for example little
chence to live a private life and sometimes oppressive social pressure
to conform to traditional patterns of behaviour, it did at least meen
that residents were bound together by 2 common interest in and concern
for each other's fortunes and doings. 'We knew one snother, almost down
to the latest child born,' writes one resident, whilst enother states,
'We all knew each other in the village and reelly did feel we belonged.!

One striking feature of the Woodhouse of this era was the ever—

recurring cycle of events, deily, weekly and ennually, many of which have
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been mentioned in previous Sections. In addition, every sphere con-
tributed some activity or occasion of note to this commmal round, and
 thus virtually every resident was drswn into it end directly involved,
consciously or unconsciously, in supporting and perpetuating it. The
constent repetifion of events, great end small, gave predictability and
stability to the temporsl cycle, prevented too much competition between
various orgenizations (each generally accepting and keeping clear of
those occasions when other groups had arranged specizl functions), facil-
itated the integration of activities connected with the *}ery different
interests of residents, an& thus built up mutual respect and enhanced a
sense of solidarity throughout the local district.

A wide variety of minor events had their allotted place in the time—
table fixed by local folkways, but here only & few of the main activities
will be mentioned. Work, for example, to a great extent moulded the
pattern of the day and the weeke Residents remark how the sound of
miners' boots and clogs, echoing’ round the streets ass they set off for
the 6.00 am. shift, signalled the start of another dsy even for non-mining
femilies. The effect of shift-work on the daily cycle at home has already
been referred to in the Section on 'Family and Neighbours.'  Throughout
the week there wes a fairly regular pattern of activity in the household;
Monday for washing, Thursday for baking end Friday for cleaning through,
the latter to be finished without fail by Saturday lunch-time. The pay-
ment of wages on Saturdey at noon resulted in the regular weekly get

together at the shops in the evening. Religion had, in 1912, a very firm
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hold on the calender and Sabbath observance was still the norm even

for many non-churchgoers. During the year church festivals (Shrove
Tuesday, when the schools had a half-holiday, Easter, Sunday School
Anniversaries, Harvest Festivals, etc.) gave form and feature to the
year for & very large part of the population, Whitsuntide being a
particulerly important communal occasion. The leisure activities of
the locel district had a less formal time-table, but the Feast, in
particular, was a major communal event. The sphere of 'Health and
Welfare' contributed the anmual (0ld Folks' Treat, the Hospital Cup Final,
and the Hospital Demonstration to the calendar. And so one could go

ONe There was thus built up a full and fixed social' programme, one
which in time became part of the fabric of the life of residents, perhaps
typified as well as anything in‘ this mining district by the way in which
every New Year was heralded by the wailing sirens of the Birley Eest
Colliery. These te@oml folkways had a strong cchesive function for
the Woodhouse inhasbitants of this era.

A high degree of interaction over many years had also led, by 1912,
to the emergence of what certain town plamners have caslled 'symbolic -
place.'l But the latter, in the case of Woodhouse, were more than Just
me Jor nodal points giving 'a feeling of meaning and permenence,' they did
indeed represent 'the continuity of the town'2 and its lifee They were
places which, through constant use, had become infused with a kind of

communal personslity and were looked upon almost with reverences These

1. Herbert, G+ The Neighbourhood Unit Princi%e and Organic Theory.
Sociol. Revs Vol. 11, Noe 2. PPe 1 5"'213 July 19 30
Pe 2060

2. Ibid. pp.203-201|..
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places were the repositories of a host of rich memories and reminded
residents of the many occasions in the past when solidarity had been
especielly stronge In this way, thé past was caught up and brought
into the present, these symbolic places becoming the means of infusing
inhabitants with something of the communal strength of previous gener—
ations. ‘

The most important symbolic place was without doubt the Village Cross,
having stood for centuries at the hub of the life of the local district.
Around and sbout it residents for many generations had engaged in social
intercourse at an intense pitche On its steps religious and political
orations were, in 1912, still delivered to large crowds, choirs from
churches and public houses sang, and bands played. Without the Cross,
Woodhouse would have been unrecognizable to the people of’/that era. The
only other spot to vie with the Cross as a communal symbol was an old
céttage, sited on the top of the hill on the open fields to the South of
Woodhouse itself, known es 'Sally Clark's,' and which gave its name to
the area immediately round sbout it.e 'Sally Clark's' symbolized the
many happy times that all residents, young and old, had hed 'there,
toboggening down the slopes, playing gemes, courting and picnicing. The
. sentiments that surrounded this place are summed izp by the words on the
back of a print of thé cottage; 'To those who knew and loved the old
village‘of Woodhouse with its market Cross and winding streets, Sally
C_lark's was more than a2 landmark, - it was an institution.! Many other -

buildings formed minor symbolic places. For exeample, when the tanysrd,



The physical (and often soc.zial)
centre of Woodhouse; the Village
Cross
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where wbrk had ceased in 1905 » was later demolished, the Woodhouse
Express commented as follows; 'The Tannery buildings which for scores
of years have been a feature of the village, are rapidly disappearing
before tl;xe ruthless onslaught of pick and crowbar, and the place which
turned out leather, which in its day was famed far end wide, will soon
be no more ssees . The diseppearsnce of another landmerk from our midst
will be a source of regret to old Woodhouse people, who in days gone by
associated the village with the tanyard.'l These and many other places
reminded residents of their own or their forefathers' past doings and
enhanced present solidarity by helping all to feel that they shared a
unique common heritage.

So too did place names bring to mind the activities and relation-
ships of past years and remind inhabitants of the way of life they had
inherited. There was Tennery Street, Malthouse Lane and' Waterslacks
Lane, which were associated with local district occupations, past and
present, and there wag Chapel Street, Church Lane eand Meetinghouse Lane,
smongst others, which reminded people of their religious heritage. 1In
addition a host of place names owed their origin to those residents who
over the years had built Woodhouse: Greenwood Lane, Hooley Road, Birks
Avenue, Hollis Croft, Keyworth Cottages, Cockayne's Yard and so forth.
Of a more informal nature in this connection were such nemes es 'Up
Gillespie's,' a path running alongside the house and land once belonging

to a person of that neme, and 'Muck and Ssusage Row,' a block of houses

1. The Eckington, Woodhouse and Staveley Expresse 29/8/08.
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originally built by a colliery official and a butcher. Other place
names remiﬂded residents of the natural features of the locality:
Sweet Tree Lane, Spa Lane, Pear Tree Yard end so on. So it ceme about
that the titles of streets and other places represented to inhabitants
a unique heritage into which they had entered. Woodhouse thus beceme
in a certein sense their personal property. It belonged to them, and
they in their generation had the privilege of sharing its traditions
and the responsibility of passing them on.

The points made in the preceding paragraphs concerning the attach-
ment of residents to people and place, can best be summed up in the words
of a woman who lived at this time. She writes; 'I myself had a strong
sense of belonging to Woodhouse. Having been born there it was to me
home, first and foremoste The people, the lanes, the walks, had a great
attraction for me from an early ages There was & fascination about the
old stone houses in the old parts of the village, and the stories of the
eccentrics and individuslistic characters who peopled the place - this
was the spice of life, and Woodhouse was to me a wonderful place to

- live in.'

Social class in Woodhouse was defined occupationslly in the Section

on 'Work.! Other important features of social cless were added where

relevant when considering the remaining si)heres of activity, and here it

only remains to add s word on the way in which speech distinguished one
class from another. An old resident writes, 'The Yorkshire dialect,
in different degrees of broz_adness » Was spoken in most working class homes,

but it was rarely heard in the middle (de., intennediate) class homes of
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shopkeepers, and never in the homes of the top class. = Their speech
was most correct at all times among children and adults. They were
articulate, tended to speak rather loudly and with authority, but with
no exaggerated accent - Just plain King's English. Children addressed
their parents as 'Mother,' 'Father,' or 'Papa.' With working cless
children, it wes 'Dad,' 'Mam,' or 'Our Mother.' I think on the whole,
women and girls spoke less dialect than men and boys.! But despite the
fact that the top, intermediate end working clesses had very distinctive
styles of life and speech, there is very little evidence to show that
membership of a particular class in itself created a strong sense of
‘solidarity. One resident even goes so far as to describe the Woodhouse
of this era as 'almost clessless.' Vhy was this latter impression left,
at least in some people's minds?

There gppear to have been a number of reasons. It should be re-
called that 'there wes no squirearchy, no gentlemen fanﬁers, no very
large landowners, so that the top level did not kconstitute a peak, but
a plateau Qf veried professions.! In part because of this, the top
class were not totally removed beyond contact with the remainder of
residents, and from their number emei'ged & number of leaders in some
important aspects of local district life. Although the members of the
“upper strata were not often seen 'on the fairground, or at sports events!
end 'rarely appesred at the Whitsun processions, eeee. these same families

were the pillars of the church they attended,' writes one old resident.
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Their attitude to the rest was not snobbish but rather paternalistic;

'We weré all part of the sesme femily,' as one person states. Woodhouse
also possessed a strong intermediate class during this period, many of
whose number hed their roots in mining families. This group acted as @
useful link between' the top and lower dlasses , especially in the life of
the churches which embraced a good‘ cross—-section of inhabitants. It is
worth noting in this connection that the strength of the Free Churches
prevented the emergence of a dominant and aloof Anglicen-Conservative group
over against the remainder. In addition, the working cless had direct
contact with many top class homes, for example through sending daughters
into service or through the women taking in washing. Another feature of
the Woodhouse scene was the way in which the members of all classes were
scattered throughout the whole length and breadth of the local district

and, even at the East end, where a number of large houses were Sited,

the homes of the upper and lower classes were always within a stone's throw.
One resident puts the situation thus; 'The locality of Woodhouse Wes eeses
confused and muddled - rich and poor Jostling together.' ‘

All these factors tended to bresk down the emergence of groups re-
stricted exclusively to those of a single social strata, very few activ—
ities indeed being one class affairs. Though differences of life-style
obviously existed there was little sloofness at the top or resentment at
the bottom. 'T was aware that there was a difference between us, but
somehow it did not renkle,' writes one residenf. This mood of acceptance -
is ciearly brought out by a simple rhyme appesring in the personal diary

of a Woodhouse women, who belonged to a working class family, at the end
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of the last Century:

'Though humble my iot and though poor my estate, -
I see without envy the wealthy and great.' 1.

The general situation with regard to social class in the Woodhouse of
this period is well summed by one resident who writes, 'Cless feeling
was not very pronounced - we were living too near one another and too
much on the same level for it to operate, and I can think of nothing at
that time that brought it into the open. Neither do I think that class
feeiing in any way created feelings of social solidarity.'
Significance

Although class feeling es such only engendered a limited sense of
solidarity amongst Woodhouse people of similsr social background, it
nevertheless provided some with an enhanced sense of significance. The
top section were certainly aware that they were 'a class epart.! '1’ Their -
children, for example, often went to private schools, were not obliged -
to attend Sunday school end played little with children from other social
stratas One 0ld miner recells with some amusement how when once he and
his friends were taunting the 'f.eenage daughters of one of the doctors,
es they were playing tenﬂis on their own private court, one girl remsrked
to the other, !Take no notice my dear, they're only the scum of the
village!' Another member of the intermediste class who rose by merriage

into the top class, looking back nostelgicelly, comments, 'Woodhouse

1. The Diafy 6f Mery Atkin, Talbot Road, Woodhoude. (Unpublished), 1898.
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used to be such a posh place then.! Although class distinctions 'did
not rankle,' they seem to have provided many amongst the top class
with a verj strong sense of significance; this upper strata expected,
and indeed received, a good deal of respect and even deference.

Below the top social strata, class was far less pronounced and far
less importent to inhebitants as a bearer of statuse One woman resident
writes, '""Keeping up with the Joneses," as we know it today, was not
indulged in. Living within one's income was about as much as one could
doe Things were bought from neéessity, not_ because the neighbour had
theme' She does add, 'There was one status symbol, however, end that
was a piano .eses To own a2 piano meant thet one had "arrived".' But for
most people outside the top class status symbols, indicative of class

distinction, were the exception not the rule.

SUMMING UP

In 1912, the population of Woodhouse formed very much a social entity,
the influx of residents in the latter part of the 19th Century having
tailed off in the first decade of the 20th Century, and the newcomers .
having been wellfintegx;ated into the life and activities of the locsl
district. ' Only two noteworthy social divisions were in évidence within
the population as a whole. One was between the churchgoer and the pub-
goer, though the likelihood of this undermining fellow feeling amongst
residents was greatly reduced by the fact that everyone knew everyone

else so well and that numerous churchgoers, for one reason or another,
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had direct contact with the public houses and clubs. Pubgoers, in
their turn, had often been brought up as children to attend Sunday
Schoolse The other social division of note was that which separated
the top class of Woodhouse resident from the rest, a division based on
occupational standing, wealth, the ownership of property, and life
style, including speech. But here again, resentment was reduced and
tension mitigated by the fact that meny top cless residents were active
in local district affeirs, by the 'buffer' function of a strong inter—
mediate class, and by a general acceptance at all levels of the strati-
fied society of the era. Social class as such was in fact not a very
importent phenomenon in creating a sense of solidarity emongst separate
sections of the populaces Thus, though these two divisions (churchgoer
or pubgoer, top class or the rest) cannot be ignored, they 'did not
prevent a gtrong sense of solidarity developing amongst the residents
of Woodhouse taken as a whole.

The emergence of this strong sentiment was the result of numerous
factors. Though formal contact between the meny organizations operat-
ing within different spheres of activity was infrequent, meny male resi-
dents in.partic;.:lar belonged to a wide variety of groups, all active
;Jithin the confines of the 1ocal district, and thus they kept meeting
one another whilst pursﬁing different interests and playing different
x'oies. The hard, end often uneventful, task of meking endé meet and

keeping ’a home going was offset by fairly frequent informel communal

gatherings, or 'splashes,' which drew residents together in bursts of
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intensive interaction and thereby reinforced their identity as a social
unit. In a comparatively insecure age, life was given predictability
and stability by the clear, fixed cycle of daily, weekly and annual
events (with the church calendar playing a notable pert here), which
facilitated the adoption of a similar routine by meny residents and ener-
getic corporate effort at 'high-spots! during the year, notably at Whit-
suntide end the Feast.

A strong sense of solidarity throughout the locel district was
further maintained by the rapid transmission of local news, mainly by
word of mouth, and through very detailed(weekly reporting of all kinds
of local activities in the Woodhouse Expresse Some interaction occurred
whilst people travelled to school, to shop, to work, to find entertain~
ment, to attend church and so forth, within or outside the iocal district,
but only where the Journey gave ample time and opportunity for conver—
sation was solidarity much enhanced. On the other hand, orgenized
outings by bicycle, wagonette or train were often times of vigorous
sociel intercourse. |

The length.of time many residents had lived in Woodhouse meant that
the majofity were very well acquainted and this, together with the other
structural features mentioned below, engendered a strong sense of solid-
arity throughout the local district as & whole. The limited degrée of
geographical mobility facilitated the emergence of msjor end minor
A gymi)olic figures who could act as communal focal points in Woodhouse

affairs. Interesting village personalities, individual nick-names,
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and colloguial expressions went towards giving Vioodhouse a character

of its own, whilst buildings, streets and landmarks, with their diétinct-
ive names, reminded residents of their common, and in msny ways unique,
social heritage.

The sense of significance experienced by inhabitants was discovered
very largely through the numerous activities and relationships already
described in detail in the preceding Sections. However, residents
often felt their sense of significance enhanced when they found their
achievements recognized by the sppearance of their names in the colums
of the Woodhouse Express, a paper of good reputation in the locél dis~
tricte Consciousness of social standing helped to produce a very strong
sense of significance amongst members of the top Woodhouse class, though
below this section of the population class consciousness as sﬁch was much
less apparent.

Residents generally found very little sense of solidarity or signifi-
cance outside the local district, though there were exceptions here
especially amongst members of the top class. From time to time national
events, though much less extended district affairs, evoked strong
sympathies and fellow feeling (as, for exsmple, when the Titanic sank) ,
but sucl; sentiments were temporary. More continuous, though of a more
general and idealistic nature, was the strong latent sense of solidarity
springing from residents' awareness of themselves as citizens of Great
Britain, Mother Country of a mighty Empire, a sentiment in part f‘ocuse'd

on menbers of the Royal Family as here the obvious symbolic figures.
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CONCLUSION

The purpose of this 'Conclusion' is to summarize the materisl
set out in the foregoing Sections in a form which will later facilitate
the testing of the two major hypotheses referred to in the 'Introduction'

to this thesis. These are -

Ie That over recent years notable changes have taken place
in the expression (through the social activities and relationships of

major categories of the population) and territorial focus (ie., those

geographical units which contain commnal activities and relationships)

of communitye.

ITe <That, despite these changes, a sense of community has not
disappeared and, in some cases, its intensity has increased.

The full examinstion of these two hypotheses can only be undertaken
after the 1966 data has been presented (in Chapter VIII), and set beside
that for 1912. Nevertheless, the first step is to arrange the main
findings conce;'nirxg 1912 in a form related to the hypotheses. This is

" done below under the following headings :-

Mein categories of Woodhouse residents who experienced a sense

of community in similar ways fgxgotheses I and IT)
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The intensit othesis II) and expression othesis I

of commmnity sentiment experienced by these mein categories of

residents

The geographical context of commnity as egt_perienced by
Woodhouse residents gf_gxgothesis I)
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Main categories of Woodhouse residents who experienced
a_sense of community in similar ways

The description and asnalysis of Woodhouse in the preceding Sections
was not conducted with any preconceived ideas as to which, if eny,
would appeer as the main communal groupings of residents (ies, those
experiencing a similar sense of solidarity and significence through
similer activities and relationships). In fact, one of the striking
things that this 1912 enquiry reveals is the great difficulty in speci-
fying such categories with great precision, simply because those with
much the same background and living in like circuﬁstances none the less
felt‘ a sense of community at different levels of intensity end expressed
it in different ways. Bearing the exceptions in mind,\,héwever, it can
be said that three particular factors did in the main distinguish cate-
gories of residents with a fairly similar communal experience: age, sex

and social classe.

Age-
The ege of residents certeinly affected their style of life and

sense of community during this period. Only two groupings of outstand-
ing importance emerged, however; children and adults. Until Woodhouse
_children left school at the age of 13, they lived elmost entirely in e
child's worlde After 13, they virtually became adults, in the sense
that they went out into the world to earn a living, ususlly the boys

down the pit end often the girls into service; yet they still remained
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children until their marriage, in the sense that any money they earned
was immediately handed over to their psrents and they were in other
respects allowed little independence or freedoms Thus, although young
people met and mingled with those of their own age, especially in the
context of activities organized by such bodies as the churches, there
was no distinctive 'teenage period as such with a peculiar common style
of life of its owne At the other end of the age scale, adults them-
selves worked es long es they possibly could, end retirement (as under—
stood in the 1966 era) was unheard of. Lower life expectation also
meant that the proportion of old people in the population of Woodhouse

as a whole was less than in more recent years.

Sex.
The 1912 period sew a fairly strict distinction drawn between the
sexes. At school, for example, boys and girls, though in the same class,
sat in separate éroups and at break time were confined to separaté perts
of the playgrounde Ageain at church they were often in different Sunday
School classes, and on such occasions as the Vvhifsuntide processions
were képt aparte Although friendships were at times made across the
sexes, eépecially where children lived in close proximity, there remained
-a genera—l acceptance of a clear social distinction between the sexes
through childhood and adolescence, as well as in the period of courtship.

In the case of adults, men and women seemed at times to live in worlds

that were very far sparte Although some sctivities (as in the cases of
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those run by the churches) were open to both sexes, by and large the
women's time and energy were given to the hﬁme and family, ‘whilst the
men at work and in his leisure hours moved almost entirely in a male
dominated realms There were, however, certain differences of behaviour
in this regard according to which socisl cless Woodhouse residents

belonged.

Social class.

Social class was the only other characteristic which distinguished
categories of residents with a similar commmal experiences The main
distinction was between members of the top class and working clsss, with
the intermediate class tending to possess more features in common with
the latter than the former. However, in the assessment of the strength
of commnity sentiment felt by residents which follows, it is assumed
that no great difference occurred in the experience of the three main

social classes unless specifically mentioned.
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The intensity and expression of community sentiment
experienced by these main categories of residents

The following summery and enalysis is set out in two perts. 1In
the first pert there are listed those social activities and relation-
ships engendering 2 sense of solidarity and/or significance for the
main ceategories of Woodhouse residentse By and large, only those
activities and relationships of considerable communal importance are
mentioneds Where activities and relationships producing only weak,
end sometimes moderately strong, communal sentiments are included, this
is merely to help in comparing the experiences of different categories
of residents in 1912, or to facilitate the comparison (see the 1966
'Conclusion') of the situation in 1912 with that in 1966. In the second
part, the two essential communal elements, solidarity and significance,
are drawn together so that those activities end relationships which as
a result are found to have given Woodhouse residents of this era a‘

notable sense of community can be listed in order of importance.

(The perticuler Sections wherein reference is made to the essential

elements of community sentiment mentioned below are noted in brackets.)

-



390.

Children

l. Solidarity and significence

Solidarity

Very s trong
Within the immediate femily ('Family and Neighbours').

Between children and grandparents living in the local district

('Femily and Neighbours®').

Amongst small groups of children of similar age end sex and, in
the case of top class families more exclusively of their own social

strata, living within the same precinct or nearby ('Femily and Neigh-

bours') .

Amongst small groups of children, of similar age and sex, w:’gthin

the same class at school ('Education').

Amongst children at the Secondary School, mainly from the top and
independent intermediate classes, at the level of both the class and

the School as @ whole ('Education').

" Strong
Zmongst children regularly attending activities run by such organ-

jzations as the churches ('Religion'), the Friendly Societies ('Health

and Welfare'), and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society (*Work').
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Between children from working and intermediate class femilies
and adult neighbours living in the same precinct ('Femily end

Neighbours!') .

Between children and members of the extended family living in the

local district ('Family and Neighbours').
Between children and teachers at the Secondary School ('Education').

Moderate

Amongst children at the Elementary Schools at the level of the

class ('Education').

Between children from top cless families and adult neighbours

living in the same precinct ('Family and Neighbours').

Amongst children regularly attending the film shows at the Central

Hall ('Leisure').

From time to time, as young citizens of the Mother Country of the

British Empire ('Educetion,® 'Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life').

Weak

Amongst children at the Elementary Schools at the level of the

School as a whole ('Education').

Between children and teachers at the Elementary Schools ('Educat-

' ion') .
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Significance

Very strong _
Within the immediste family ('Family and Neighbours').

For those prominent within small groups of friends, of similar
age and sex, especially through informal activities and roles

('Family end Neighbours,! ‘'Leisure').

Strong
For those attaining the limelight through activities sponsored by

such orgenizations as the churches ('Religion'), the Friendly Societies
('Health and Welfare'), and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative

Society ('Work').

We
For those at the Elementary Schools ('Education')e
2. Commnity sentiment
Very strong

Within the immediste femily. Where grandparents lived in the local

district they were regarded by children as virtuslly members of their

own immediate family.

Amongst small groups of children of similar age and often the

‘ sanie sex end, in the case of top cless families more exclusively of
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their own social strata, living with the same precinct or nearby.

Amongst small groups of children of similesr esge and often the same
sex within the same class et schoole (There was of course a good deal
of overlapping'of activities in the case of peer groups, for exemple

where children in the same class at school also lived in close proximity-)

Amongst children at the Secondary School, msinly from the top and
independent intermediate classes, at the level of the class and the
School, as a wholes However, it must be remenbered that the number of
Woodhouse children attending the Secondary School was as yet comperatively
small, whilst the fact tﬁat the School was in its early piéneering days
probably gave rise to a communal grouping rather stronger than would

otherwise have been the case.

Strong ’
Amongst children involved in activities run by such organizations

as the churches, Friendly Societies and the Handsworth Woodhouse

Co=~operative Society.

Between children from working end intermediate cless femilies and

sdult neighbours living in the same precinct.

Between children and members of the extended femily living in the

local districte Children's links with relatives living outside

.Woodhouse were much more tema_.ous.
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Moderate
Amongst children at the Elementary Schools at the level of the

classe.

Between children from top cless families and adult neighbours

living in the same precincte.

Amongst children regularly attending the film shows at the Central
Hall. Although comparatively short~lived, this ectivity is included
simply because of its spontaneous popularity amongst children at this

time.

As young citizens of the Mother country of the British Empire.
This was a commnal sentiment inculceted mainly at school and was only
menifest on particular occasions such as those mentioned in the Section

~on 'Education.!

Weak
Amongst children at the Elementary Schools at the level of the

School and with regard to their teacherse
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Women

1. Solidarity and Significance
Soliderity

Very strong
Within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours').

Amongst women from working end dependent intermediate class

femilies living in the seme precinct ('Femily end Neighbours').

Amongst those regularly perticipating in the genersl life of the

churches ('Religion'}).

Strong
Amongst teachers at the Elementary Schools ('Education'}.

Amongst those participating regulerly in particular orgenizations
or groups essociated with the churches ('Religion'), the Handsworth
Woodhouse Co~operative Society ('Work'), or with various, notably
independent intermediate class and top cless, politicel ('Government')

or recreational (Golf Club, Tennis Club, etc.) ('Leisure') activities.

Between women end members of the extended family ('Family and

Neighbours') e
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Moderate

Lmongst women from independent intermediate and top class

femilies living in the same precinct ('Family and Neighbours').

Significance

Very strong
Within the immediaste family ('Femily and Neighbours')e

For one or two very active on a voluntary basis, and very well
known in the local district, as mid-wives, nurses, etc. ('Health

and Welfare').

For one or two very active and very prominent in the general life

of the churches ('Religion').

-Strong
For the few, mainly from the intermediate cless, earning a living

outside the home ('Work').

For those from the working and intermediate classes with a
reputation for readily offering neighbourly help to others living in

the same precinct or nearby ('Family and Neighbours,' 'Health and

Welfare')

For the few active end prominent in particular organizations or
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groups associated with the churches ('Religion'), the Handsworth
Woodhouse Co—operative Society (*Work'), or with verious political

(*Government!) or recreationsl ('Leisure') activities.

2, Community sentiment

Very strong
Within the immediate family. For women of this era this was by

far the most important communal grouping with which they were associated.

Amongst women from working and dependent intermediate class families

living in the seme precinct and sometimes nearbye.
Amongst women involved in the genersl life of the churches.

For one or two very active on a voluntery basis, and very well

_ known in the local district as mid-wives, murses, etc. especially amongst
those whom they serveds These women are included because they were‘
amongst the comparative few who were able to find a very strong sense of

community outside the home or precinct.

Strong
For the few, mainly from the intermediate class, earning a living

oui:.side the home, for example as teachers at the two Elementary Schools.
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Amongst women involved in particular organizations or groups
associated with the churches, the Handsworth Co-operative Society, or
with various, notaebly independent and top class, political or

recreational activities.

Between women and members of the extended family. Community
sentiment was normally strongest where relatives lived in the local

district.

Moderate
Amongst women from independent intermediate and top class families

living in the same precinct.
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Men

1. Solidarity and significance
Solidarit

Ve stro

Most within the immediate family ('Femily and Neighbours').

Amongst miners working regulerly together in small teams or

groups ('Work').
Amongst teachers at the Secondary School ('Education').

Amongst those regularly perticipating in the general life of the
churches ('Religion').

Amongst those regularly participating in the general life of the

public houses or clubs ('Leisure').

Amongst members of the Woodhouse Prize Band ('Leisure').

Strong
Amongst active members of the Ambulence Classes ('Health and

Welfare').
Amongst teachers at the Elementary Schools ('Education').

Amongst those participating regularly in particular orgsnizations

or groups sssociated with the churches (*Religion'), the public houses
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and clubs ('Leisure'), or with various other, notebly independent
intermediate class and top class, politicel ('Government') or recreat-

jonal (Golf Club, Tennis Club, etc.) ('Leisure) sctivities.
Amongst railwaymen ('Work').

Amongst ective members of the Friendly Societies ('Health and

Welfare').

Amongat active members of the Woodhouse Tradesmen's Association

end the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society ("Work') .

Amongst miners at times of crisis in the pit or industry as a

whole ('Work').

Amongst those regularly meeting, often informally, to gamble, and
emongast those regulsarly going together to watch football in the extended

district ('Leisure').

Moderate
For a few, mainly from the working class, within the immediate

family ('Femily and Neighbours').

Between men from working and dependent intermediate cless families

and those living in the seme precinct ('Family and Neighbours').

Between men and members of the extended femily ('Family and

Neighbours') e

Amongsf miners in generel ('Work')e
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We

Between men from independent intermediate and top class families

end those living in the seme precinct ('Femily end Neighbours').

Significance

Very strong

For men whose occupations placed them in the top class, especially

amongst those with whom they worked ('Work').
For Handsworth Urban District Councillors ('Government').

For those very activé and very prominent in the general life of the
churches ('Religion'), the public houses and clubs ('Leisure'), the
Friendly Societies ('Health and Welfare'), and such orgenizations as
the Woodhouse Prize Band ('Leisure'), the Ambulance Classeé (*Health
and Welfare'), and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co~operative ‘Society

(*Work'). .

Strong
For those from the top and independent intermediate classes within

the immediate fomily (*Family and Neighbours').

For those whose occupations placed them in the intermediate class,

especially emongst those with whom they worked ('Work').

" For those active and prominent in perticular organizations or

groups associated with the churches ('Religion'}, the public houses
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end clubs ('Leisure'), the Friendly Societies ('Health and
Leisure'), the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society ('Work'),

and within the Woodhouse Tradesmen's Association ('Work'), the
Woodhouse Prize Band ('Leisure), the politicel associations (‘'Govern-

ment'), and various other recreational groups ('Leisure').

For those successful in sporting orgenizations ('Leisure',

'Religion'), in Ambulance Class examinations ('Health and Welfare'),

or gambling ('Leisure!).

For those with the reputation of offering good service to customers
('Work'), of being conscientious and hard workers ('Work'), or of being

local district 'characters' ('Leisure', 'Other Aspects of Woodhouse

Life').

Moderate

For those from the working and dependent intermediate classes

within the immediate family ('Family and Neighbours').
For men whose occupations placed them in the working class, espec—

ially emongst those with whom they worked ('Work').

- 2¢ Commnity sentiment

Very strong

For those men from the top and independent intermediate classes

within the immediate family.
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Amongst teachers at the Secondary Schoole These were a very
small group, end the fact that the School was in its early pioneering
days probebly produced a rather stronger sense of community than would

otherwise have been the case.

Amongst small teams or groups of miners working regularly

together.
Amongst men involved in the general life of the churches.

Amongst men involved in the general life of the public houses

and the clubs.

For those whose occupations placed them in the top class, espec-

ially amongst those with whom they worked.

For Handsworth Urban District Councillors, especially when appear=
ing as such emongst groups of residents on public occasions. Only
one or two men were concerned here, the communal imporfance of their
activities being particularly associated with official appearances

outside the Council Chamber.

Amongst members of the Woodhouse Prize Band. This was more than

just another leisure activity, it was a Woodhouse institution of con-

siderable reputation.
For those very active and very prominent in the Friendly Societies,

the Anib ulance Classes and the Handsworth Woodhouse Co-operative Society.
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For those men from the dependent intermediate class and most of

those from the working class within the immediate family.
Amongst those involved in the Ambulance Classes.
Amongst teachers at the two Elementary Schools.

Amongst those involved in particular orgsnizations or groups

associated with the churches, the public houses or the clubs.

Amongst the railwaymen. The Woodhouse railwaymen were a fairly
small group but, for various reasons mentioned in the Section on 'Work',

possessed a more than usuel sense of corporate identity.
Amongst those involved in the Friendly Societies.

Amongst those involved in the Voodhouse Tradesmen's Association;

This was quite a vigorous but comparatively short-~lived orgenization.

Amongst those involved in the Handsworth Woodhouse Co~operative

Society.

Amongét those, notably from the independent intermediate and top
clagses, involved in political associations or recreational activities

not linked with previously mentioned organizations.

For those whose occupations placed them in the intermediate cless,
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especially amongst those with whom they worked.

Amongst miners at times of crisis in the pit or industry. Miners
were generally quick to pull together on such occasions, but equally
quickly went their seperate ways once the urgency of the moment had

passed.

Amongst those regulerly gathering to gemble, especially in informal
groups, and amongst those regularly going together to watch football

matches in the extended district.

For local district 'characters', particularly within their own

circle of friends and acquaintances.

Moderate

For a few, mainly from the working class, within the immediate

fa milyo

For those whose occupations placed them in the working cless,
especielly amongst those with whom they worked. Many men's sense of
community could be increased where they were well respected as can-

acientious and hard workers.

Between men from working and dependent intermediaste class families

and those living in the same precinct.

Between men end members of the extended femily.

Amongst miners in general.
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Wesk

Between men from independent intermediste and top class f:_amilies

and those living in the same precincte

;
{



All residents

1. Solidarity end significance

Solidarity

Strong

Amongst residents as residents, due to such fectors as the
relative isolation and independence of Woodhouse, its physical lay-out
and attractiveness, residents' appreciation of its history leading to a
prized common heritage end symbolic place, the size of the population,
length of residence leading to symbolic people, a shared stable cycle
of local district events, a similar tempo of life, the ready availa~
bility of news about fellow residents, frequent contact with other resi-
dents in a variety of sctivities and roles, etce ('Woodhouse 1912,'
'Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life,' the opening pert of this 'Con~

" clusion,' etce).

Amongst those regularly shopping in the local district on Saturday

evenings ('Work').

\Amongst those actively participating in occasional events of a

charitable nature ('Health and Welfare!).

Amongst those actively participating in popular anmuel events, such

as the Feast ('Leisure').
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Amongst those actively participating in certain special events,
such as the 1912 Miners' Strike and relief operations ('Work'), end

the 1912 Handsworth Urben District Council Elections ('Government').

From time to time, as citizens of Great Britain, and of the Mother

Country of the British Empire ('Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life')e

Significance

Very strong
For members of the top cless as such ('Other Aspects of Wood~

house Life,' etce.).

2. Community sentiment

. Btrong

Amongst residents as residents. This very large grotiping em
braced numerous exceptions, but the freqﬁent occasions on which residents
met each other over the years, their many interlocking relationships,
and their sense of corporaté identity, arising from those factors, men-
tioned in preceding Sections, in general, gave rise to a strong sense

of community.

Amongst those regularly shopping in the local district, especially

on Saturday eveningse
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Amongst those involved in events of a charitable nature. These
were only held occesionally, but were often times of considerable

social activity.

Amongst those involved in popular annual occasions. Of especial
note here was the Feast, which for many residents was their main

holiday of the year.

Amongst those involved in certain special events. 1In 1912, the
Miners! Strike and the Handsworth Urban District Council Elections saw
Woodhouse people engaged in corporate activity at en unusually vigorous

level.

As citizens of England and of the Mother Country of the British
Empire. ’;‘he sense of conmunity here was very much associated with
the nation as such. It was especially manifest when particuler events, |
as described in the Section on 'Other Aspects of Woodhouse Life,' |

called it out.

Moderate ‘
Amongst members of the top class as sudh. The sense of significance
for individual top cless families was often very strong, but very little

sens; of scolidarity reduced their overasll sense of community considerably.
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The_geogrephical context of community as experienced by Woodhouse
residenta _

The home

The home (as a place) was in 1912 one of the two geographical
units of greatest communal importance to Woodhouse people. Here the
woman, constantly et the centre of femily affairs, found by far her:
stmngest sense of coamﬁnity. The child also experienced a very
strong sense of community here, but in his case another very important
communal grouping, the peer group, mostly operated ou‘l:s:Lde its walls.
Though the man, with certain noteble exceptions, was closely associated
with his immediate family, his sense of significance in this context was
rather more limitede His sense of coﬁmxhity was in fact discovered es

mich outside the home as within it.

The precinct

The precinct, especially where it was made up of tightly packed
dwellings, was cormnmally' very importent for the working class and
dependent intemediate class woman. For women living in more spacious
surroundings, particularly where houses were detached, the precinct gave
rise to only a moderate or wesk sense of commnity. The child fre-
quently founa very close friends within its bounderies. For the man,
the precinct was a much less important geographical unit, containing

(the immediate femily epart) none of his mein commnal activities or

relationships.
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The short-range thoroughfare

This geographical unit was normally of 'passing' communal
value to residents; the women going to shop, the child going to
school, the man going to work and so forthe But because 'passing!
wes usually on foot and occurred so frequently, it became in time a
pléce where residents as residents were sble, however casually, to
give expression to the strong sense of commnity existing amongst
theme On the other hand, the short-range thoroughfare could now and
then be the scene of more than just passing contact, as when women
stopped to chat for some time or when children played out in the
streete Sometimes this geographical unit might gain a rather more '
fortuitous conmgnél prominence, for example when a popular shop, a
public house or sometimes a church happened to be sited 'on the

corners '

The local district

The local district was the other (with the home) geographical
unit of greatest commnal importance to residents. The men ranged ,‘
most freely over this area, and here found a very strong or strong |
sense of conﬁmmity within numerous groups, espeéially those essociated
wiéh the publie houses,'vthe clubs, the churches and (where this lay
inside the boundaries of the local district) his place of worke The
woman traversed the local district less frequently, though she too

would be out and abbut at least weekly doing the main shopping for the
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family, visiting relatives living in the area, 6r participating in
activities run by such organizations as the churches. The child,

other than the boy or girl who ettended the Secondary School, tended

to associate himself with either the West end or the East end of Wood~
house, in' part because he went to. aschool there and especially because
his friends lived there. However, many children did venture further
afield to participaté in activities specially arranged for them by

thé churches and other bodiels. All residents eagerly shared in the big
communal events of the year (end the speéial events occurring in 1912),

whose main catchment area was the local district as a whole.

The long-range thoroughfare
Other than for the miners walking along the same routes each day

to work in the nearby collieries and for the few residents who regu-
larly travelled into the city to pursue their occupations, this geo-

graphical unit was of minor communal conseguence.

The exténded district i
Most of the co].iieries within which Woodhouse miners were employed
lay in the extended district (Just beyond the borders of Woodhouse} and
for ;hhese men this geogréphical unit'wes thus commnally very ‘important.
But, the miners aparf, this area was of note mainly as the context of
certain activities pursued by groups from Woodhouse, rather than es a

place within which communal ties were established and maintained with
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non-residents. Woodhouse people, in small or larger groups,

visited Sheffield fairly frequently to éhop, find entertainmenf watch
football, play sport, or to call on friends and relatives s amongst
other things. However, with the exception of the miners in relation
to their work and certain members of the top class whose social contacts
were rather more widely scattered, the extended district did very little

to extend the communal horizon of residentse

Beyond the extended district

The area stretching from the borders of the ei:tended district up
to the country as a whole was of only occasional communal importance to
Woodhouse residentss Some did have close relatives living there whom
they visited now and then, though more often family reunions took place
within Woodhouse at such times as Whitsuntide and the Feast. Some
inhebitants were very interested in national politics\ and followed
current affairs with concern and sympathye. Though manifest only occasion-
ally, meny Woodhouse people possessed a strong sense of community as
citizens of the Mother Country of the British Empire. However, none of
the contacts made with those living outside the exfended district were

frequent enough, nor links established tenacious enough to make this

geogrephical unit communally very important for Woodhouse residents of

- this era.




In brief, it can be said that the majority of Woodhouse residents
in 1912 found the geogrephical units discussed above falling in the

following order of commmnal importance :-

Home |

Local district

Precinct =«

Short-range thoroughfare |
Extended district

Beyond the extended district

Long-range thoroughfare

« For many women, especially from the dependent intermediate class
arid the working class, the precinct was of greater commnal importance

than the local district as suche



