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Fig. C3.2, C3.3, and C3.4 The bamboo grove, Daebongdae, and the upper pond. 
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CONSERVATION 

Historical documents 

Many historical documents about Soswaewon have survived. The oldest surviving document, 48 

quatrains by In-hu Kim written in 1548,76 describes 48 landscapes of the garden (Table 1). It is 

important not only to identify physical elements but also to be able to examine the meaning of 

the garden. "Yuseosukrok," written by Kyung-myung Ko 77 in 1574 after he explored 

Soswaewon, describes contemporary garden features.78 

No. Title Meaning 

1 Sojeongbingnan (.1,;f-?~~) leaning upon the balustrade of a small pavilion 

2 Chimgyemunbang (:#l.5t ~% ) the library that is on the bank of the stream 

3 Wiamjeolnyu (JtAtJtUiL) running stream that is on the craggy place 

4 Busanoam ($1 J,.,t.-At) a tortoise rock that is sitting against the mountain 

5 Seokgyeongbanwi (;G~-'-Jt) climbing a rock perilously 

6 Sodangeoyeong (.J,.t;g .~,i1j() fish swimming in the small pond 

7 Gomoktongnyu (~'l *i!5it) water that is running through a timber gutter 

8 Yongunsudae (4}1;7juft) water mill sending up clouds of spray 

9 Tujugwigyo (~# Jttt-) perilous bridge leading to the bamboo grove 

10 Cheonganpunghyang (-t if: .Ha.~) whistling from the bamboo grove 

11 Jidaenamnyang utj:.~iJ($) cooling down the heat on the high ground 

12 Maedaeyowol (~j:.~}J) enjoying the moon on the Japanese apricot terrace 

13 Gwanfseokwawol ("';G IR}J ) lying with viewing the moon on a large rock 

14 Wongyuturyu (J~il~$it) water running through under the wall 

15 Haengeumgognyu (~Fttlij$it) meandering stream under a apricot tree 

16 Gasanchosu (1Yi J,., $*M) grasses and trees on the artificial mountain 

17 Songseokcheonseong (t.};G J(;.JiX.) natural pines and rocks 

18 Pyeonseokchangseon (.iA;G iflt) moss widely covered rock 

19 Tabamjeongjwa (;fa'JU~±) sitting on a bench rock quietly 

20 Okchuhoenggeum (.I:.i"fk~ ~) playing Geomungo at the edge of the clear water . 

21 Bongnyujeonbae(%tiit1*~) passing the cup around through floating running water 

22 Sangamdaegi (,*At1Hft.) playing Baduk on a flat rock 

76 A Confucian scholar, 1510-1560. 

77 A writer in the middle of the Joseon Dynasty, 153l-1592. 

78 Deuk-yum Chun, The Most Beautiful Garden in Korea; Soshaewon (Seoul: Bal-Un, 1999), p. 16; Jae­
hoon Chung, Traditional Garden o/Korea (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996), pp. 261-265. 
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23 Sugyesanbo (11~Pi1!i~) strolling on long stone steps 

24 Uisugoeseok ("*@~.:G) napping, leaning against a rock beside Japanese pagoda tree 

25 Jodambangyok (~~~~~) taking a bath in the pond 

26 Dangyossangsong (~~~t~) a pair of pine trees beside bridge lying across 

27 Sanaesongguk (1!i~t~~) the slope is scattered with pines and chrysanthemums 

28 Seokbugomae (.:G8}t") Japanese apricots solitarily blooming on a rock pedestal 

29 Hyeomnosuhwang (9t~f~Jl) a narrow path through a bamboo grove 

30 Byeongseokjukgeun (iZt.:G -tt*u.) bamboo taking root on the rocks 

31 Jeolaesogeum (~e~ ~ It) the bird nidificating on a cliff 

32 Chonggyunmojo (jtA~.~) a bird flying into the bamboo grove after night falls 

33 Hakjeomyeonap (~*eK~) dozing ducks at the edge of the water in the mountain village 

34 Gyeokdanchangpo (l:tti.t ~~) blooming irises at the edge of the rapids 

35 Sacheomsagye (* Ji lm $) Chinese roses blooming aslant on the eaves 

36 Doochunhyo ({j~J.f.;*~) spring coming to the hill of peach blossoms 

37 Dongdaehaeum (~:I: .l.ft) giving summer shade on the terrace of paulownia trees 

38 Oeumsapok (:f3-ftill~J.) pouring the flow of water to the bottom of a paulownia tree 

39 Yujeongyeonggaek (#P~T£1:i:) receiving company by the willow stream 

40 Gyeokganbugeo (IWJ ~r·Ht It{) blooming water lilies at the other side of the stream 

41 Sanjisuna (1!i~lf. f) scattering buds of watershield on the pond 

42 Cheunganjami (itt~r.'~~) blooming crape myrtle valley stream 

43 Jeokupacho (i~~e~) raindrops knocking a banana tree 

44 Yeonghakdanpung(~~fT~) showing autumnal tints at the valley 

45 Pyeongwonposeol (4)-111 jilj~) snow overspreading on extensive garden 

46 Daeseolhongchi ("~~4) red gardenia carrying white snow on the head 

47 Yangdandongo (1% ~t.f.-1f-) shining Aeyangdan at daylight in winter 

48 Jangwonjeyeong (-!UE.~#.) songs hung on the long wall 

Table 1 Titles of the 48 verses of the poem 

The oldest surviving plan dates from 1775. The 1775 plan shows the topography, ornaments, 

and trees, but the shrubs and lower plants are not drawn. The plan is 36 centimeters by 24 

centimeters. The 48 verses of the poem were printed at the top of the plan. The printing carved 

on a wood plate that showed an image of Soswaewon remains within the garden. 79 It is a very 

79 Byung-rim Yoo et al., Prototype of the Joseon Dynasty Garden in Korea (Seoul: Seoul National 
University, 1989), p. 199. . 

Jae-hoon Chung, Traditional Garden of Korea (Seoul: Chokyungsa, 1996), pp. 265-274. 
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important print used to estimate the state of the garden at that time; moreover, it is a very rare 

document among the Joseon Dynasty gardens. The 48 poem verses and the 1775 plan were used 

to record a new proposal as fundamental data in 1983. The study of Soswaewon started in the 

1970s during the postwar period. Soswaewon has attracted scholars' attention in Laridscape 

Architecture, Korean literature, Confucianism, and Architecture in terms of academic subjects. 

However, most studies have primarily interpreted the garden as abstract or ideological rather 

than realistic. The 48 verses and the 1775 plan have been mainly studied to identify the 

authenticity of the garden such as history, layout, plants, and so on. 

Planting 

The distribution of gardening plants has been studied and analyzed on the spot and compared 

with the plants that research has deduced from the poem and the print written in 1548 and 1775, 

respectively. Twenty species, including fourteen kinds of woody plants and six kinds of 

herbaceous plants, were described in the records, but fifty-six species composed of thirty-four 

kinds of woody plants and twenty-two kinds of herbaceous plants grew in Soswaewon in 1999. 

Phyllostachys bambusoides, Pinus densijlora, and Prunus mume were the dominant species that 

grew in Soswaewon during the fifteenth through the seventeenth centuries, but the plants 

gradually changed, and Zelkova serrata was the most dominant species in 1999. No garden 

plants have survived in Soswaewon since the 1530s; the oldest plant, a pine tree, is estimated to 

be 200-300 years old. One Pinus densijlora was described in the 1775 woodprint of 

Soswaewon, but it is not certain whether the plant was planted or grew on its own. It is the 

oldest plant in Soswaewon, but is threatened because of the deteriorating surroundings. 80 

The 1983 report 

The first modem plan approved for Soswaewon, the Conservation Plan and Design of 1983, 

proposed that the original layout may have been based on the 1775 woodprint; this idea was 

supported by accounts from historical literature. This plan proposed the restoration of whole 

areas of the garden and buildings pertaining to the garden. The plan was designed in the 

aftermath of the garden'S designation as National Monument Historic Site No. 304 by the Korea 

Institute of Landscape Architecture under the supervision of the Cultural Heritage 

Administration. The proposal surveyed and analyzed the current conditions of the whole site. 

The proposal provided information about the original plants and the distribution of plants in 

1983. The proposal also included visitor management, facilities needed, and guidance for 

80 Dong-oh Jung, "Landscaping Plants in 'Soswaewon' Garden," Culture Study of Honam District, Vol. 9 
(1997), pp. 152-155; Jae-eun Vu, "Analysis of Gardening Plants in Soswaewon," Journal of the Natural 
Science, Vol. 18 (1999), pp. 80-81. 
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restoration work.81 The plan has been broadly applied as a basic plan up to the present, but it is 

difficult to understand the actual conditions at that time (Fig. 6). 

Some repairs and restorations were carried out after this research; however, the work was not 

implemented using authentic materials. For example, cement was applied to restore the bridge, 

wall, embankment, and cornerstone of the pavilion. A drainage system and the path of the flow 

were demolished after this restoration work because the restoration of the wall and embankment 

were based on a survey of a substructure that was superficial at that time. 

\~ 
\ ) " . 

\ > 
\, \ 

.. ' . . - .. .. ......... . -

Fig. C3.6 The proposed original plan in 1983 (Source: Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture, The 
Plan of Conservation and Maintenance for Soswaewon (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1983), p. 
51). 

81 Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture, The Plan of Conservation and Maintenance for 
Soswaewon (Seoul: Office of Cultural Properties, 1983), pp. 73-75. 
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The 1999 report 

This project was executed by the neighboring Korean Architecture Culture Research Institute of 

Myongji University under the supervision of the County of Damyang. The proposal was based 

on the 1983 proposed plan. The report warned that the site was endangered; therefore, a 

conservation plan should be immediately tackled for the site. The report also proposed several 

visitor management programs.82 However, this proposal was not implemented; no explanation 

was given. 

Legal status 

Soswaewon is designated as Historic Site No. 304 in accordance with Article 6 in Chapter 2 of 

the Nation Designated Cultural Properties of the Cultural Properties Protection Act and annexed 

list 1 in the Enforcement Regulation of the Cultural Properties Protection Act. 83 Therefore, this 

means that any changes to the garden's existing state require official authorization. 

Management 

Although the garden is owned by a descendant of the garden's creator, overall supervisory 

responsibility rests with the Cultural Heritage Administration while the responsibility for 

administrative management is delegated to the Department of Culture, Leisure and Tourism of 

the municipal authority in the County of Damyang as a historic site. However, no one is wholly 

responsible for Soswaewon garden.\ Moreover, it is not clear whether all staff members are 

qualified through regular training programs or not. Under the terms of the statutory protection, 

all restoration and repair work must be carried out by authorized specialists. Funding for all 

aspects of the repair and restoration of the site must be provided from the national budget. 

The County of Damyang has ten national designated cultural properties and forty-six local 

designated cultural properties. Five officials are employed to administer sixty-six cultural 

properties. Their administrative duties include general affairs of the civic administration of 

cultural properties. One official plans the restoration and reconstruction of cultural properties. 

Nobody is wholly responsible for Soswaewon garden.\Moreover, it is not clear whether all staff 

members are qualified through regular training programs or no~. Since 1983, the national 

treasury has invested £220,000 in repairs and restoration and to purchase surrounding land for 

the garden. The repair or restoration work was carried out only when natural disasters or visitors 

severely damaged specific structures. The presence of wardens capable of explaining the site 

82 Korean Architectural Culture Research Institute, The Integration Planning of Conservation for the 
Soswaewon and Its Surroundings (Korea: Myongji University, 1999), pp. 226-227. 

83 Among the Historic Site designation standards, Soswaewon falls under the category that great scientific 
value is possessed in some places such as historic buildings, historic parks and gardens, wells, and so on. 
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history and its preservation issues is a helpful tool for safeguarding the site and preventing 

damage. Although the legal management body is the County of Damyang, the council has not 

provided any day-to-day maintenance expenses or workforce. 

CONSERVATION ISSUES 

Visitors 

Soswaewon is one of the main tourist destinations in the County of Damyang comfortably close 

to Gwangju City. The county has used Soswaewon to advertise the region as a tourist 

destination without any effort to conserve this site. As a result of increasing visitor numbers, the 

site has rapidly deteriorated, with the original fabric of the garden suffering as a result. The 

number of visitors has increased significantly; at present, approximately between 1,000 and 

5,000 visitors are expected each day, and the situation is worsening because there is no site 

management or maintenance. According to the owner of the garden, visitor numbers are thought 

to be at least one million per year. The worst problems are therefore posed by visitors because 

no management plan for visitors and the site has been implemented yet. 

The Cultural Heritage Administration recommends that the owner open Soswaewon to the 

public according to Article 33, paragraph 1, in the Cultural Properties Protection Act, which 

states: "Every Nation-designated cultural property shall, save the case where specific Nation­

owned cultural property is restricted in opening to the public, be made accessible to the public 

unless there are special reasons." Cultural properties are extremely fragile when there are many 

visitors. At least a million people visit per year, without any conservation activities for the 

garden. Most of the physical damage in the Soswaewon garden is caused by visitors. According 

to the owner, only 40% of plants survive of those recorded in 1983. However, no academic or 

scientific research has been carried out on visitor impact. Therefore, no type of impact, such as 

direct or indirect, short-term or long-term, has been established. The owner has insisted that the 

garden has been under threat from visitor impact. Periods when the garden is closed to visitors 

are therefore proposed by the owner, based on Article 33, paragraph 2, in the Cultural Properties 

Protection Act, which states: "The Administrator of Cultural Heritage Administration may, 

where it is necessary to preserve Nation-designated cultural properties and prevent them from 

being damaged, restrict public access to the whole or part of such cultural properties." However, 

the local council was active in opposing this proposal because council members insisted that 

visitors contribute to the local economy through expenditure in the surrounding area and region. 
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Fig. C3.7 and Fig. C3.8 Bridge and wall. 

Fig. C3 .9 and Fig. C3 .IQ Erosion of the ground and a damaged wooden gutter. 
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The site's visitor capacity needs to be established to determine how many visitors the garden 

can support without being damaged. Facilities are needed for a greater number of visitors; for 

example, there is no visitor centre although it was proposed in the 1983 study. There are only 

two facilities for visitors, which are the parking lot and toilets outside the site. The Damyang 

County Council has contracted a private organization to collect parking fees. The toilet facility 

seems to be in a state of neglect because the responsibility of its management is not clear. It is 

felt by some that the county council may use the parking facility merely as a source of revenue 

for the county. Visitor management should be expeditiously planned and be based on detailed 

know ledge of the expected annual visitor flow in order to minimize visitor impact. 

Conflict between the owner and the local council 

Opening a cultural property to the public was originally defmed as a compulsory duty of the 

owner by the law; however, it is now a recommendation following the amendment of the 

Cultural Properties Protection Act in 1999. The owner could close the garden or charge an 

admission fee. 

Both issues have been continuously addressed as an appropriate visitor management policy 

since 1999. However, it is hard to decide because of moral and ethical issues. Soswaewon has 

been open to the public for more than twenty years without entrance fees. According to Article 

39, paragraph 1, in the Cultural Properties Protection Act: "The owner, holder or managing a 

body of a Nation-designated cultural property may collect an admission fee from visitors where 

they open the cultural property to the public." Thus, it is legally valid. The owner of Soswaewon 

garden has charged a small visitor fee since 2005. It is only 50 pence per person. 

Soswaewon is a private property, but the legal administering body for the site is the County of 

Damyang. In principle, the owner, the County of Damyang, and the Cultural Heritage 

Administration agreed to charge an entrance fee. However, there is debate over which body will 

collect the admission fee. There seems to be a conflict between promoting t~urism and 

protecting cultural property. A rapid deterioration in the relationship between the three entities 

was triggered by the demolition of a temporary ticket office at the entrance of Soswaewon by 

the local council. The County of Damyang states that it demolished this structure because it had 

not received authorization and the structure was located on land that is owned by the county. 

The County of Damyang has taken an active interest in the right of management after 

addressing the issue of applying to the UNESCO World Heritage List without establishing a 

conservation policy or management strategy for Soswaewon. The problem is absolutely 

aggravated by a lack of understanding each other. 
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Archaeological investigation 

In 1998, an archaeological investigation in Soswaewon garden was carried out by the Buyeo 

National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage, which had been commissioned to do so by the 

Damyang County Council, the authority for such supervisory responsibilities. 84 The 

investigation area was confined to the southeast corner of the site in order "to confirm 

archaeological evidence of the foundations of two buildings. It is difficult to understand why an 

archaeological investigation was not carried out fifteen years ago, despite research evidence that 

several buildings had already disappeared by that time. As anyone concerned with matters of 

architecture or archaeology is aware, archaeological investigations are crucial elements of the 

process for conservation of historic gardens. The resulting report stated that it was hard to grasp 

the characteristics of the foundations clearly because of severe damage. It was suggested that 

the whole site should be investigated in order to establish the condition of the garden. 

UNESCO World Heritage List " 

Despite the lack of any appropriate conservation planning or management strategy for 

Soswaewon garden, the issue of applying to add it to the UNESCO World Heritage List has 

been addressed. The County of Damyang has taken an active interest in the right of management 

since addressing the issue. An application for the garden to be placed on the list was initiated by 

the Society of Landscape Architects for Cultural Property in 2001. The County of Damyang and 

the Provincial Government of Jeollanam-do decided to apply to have Soswaewon placed on the 

UNESCO World Heritage List. In spite of this, Soswaewon is still under threat. Controversies 

and questions continue to swirl about the future of the garden. 

Soswaewon clearly reflects the desire to abide by the principles of nature. In particular, the 

garden makes extensive use of natural features, whose original state is maintained as much as 

possible. It is the oldest known example of the landscape style in Korea. The garden is a 

representation of the ideal world that scholars sought to find when they retreated from public 

life to the solitude of the countryside. However, a variety of dangers due to human intervention, 

particularly visitors and improper management, have threatened the garden. These dangers may 

be specific and proven imminent threats, or they may be potential ones. 

84 Buyeo National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage, Report" ofInvestigation on Excavation of 
Damyang Soswaewon (Daejeon: Buyeo National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage, 2000). 
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Appendix E: The Transcriptions of Interviews 

The principle applied to the selection of respondents was that 'less is more'. It is more important 

to work longer and with greater care with a few people than more superficially with many of 

them to achieve an intensive survey. Valuable research data which develops the quality of 

empirical evidence available has been obtained by carrying out personal interviews with nine 

people who are involved in the field of historic gardens and the Cultural Properties 

Administration in Korea. These interviewees include: the administrator of the heritage policy 

bureau; two administrators of the historic and scenic sites bureau in the Cultural Properties 

Administration, which is the government organisation for the conservation of cultural heritage 

in Korea; a researcher of the National Research Institute of Cultural Properties; four 

interviewees are professors who are involved in the fields of historic gardens and cultural 

heritage; a member of the society for the conservation of Soswaewon garden. 

Interview design, the selection of interviewees, the choice of questions and contact with 7 

interviewees was completed by the middle of May 2005. To help bring out their ideas about the 

subject, the interview proposal and research main questions were sent to the interviewees 7 days 

before the interview date. The interview was conducted over about 90minutes but this depended 

on the situation of each interviewee. Interviews were finished by the end of September. 

The qualitative interview questions were deliberately flexible. The purpose of each interview is 

to listen to the interviewee's experiences, thoughts and feelings about the conservation of the 

historic environment and historic gardens, and also to assess the factors which influence their 

opinions. Therefore the questionnaires were not designed in detail. Ilowever, if there were no 

direction at all, it would be very hard to take notes and analyse the result, so five main questions 

were asked with several checkpoints. The transcriptions in Korean centred main conversations 

with a summary in English are attached below. 
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Interviewees List 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Institutions and Position 

Professor of Seoul National University, a former chair of the 
Korean Institute of Landscape Architecture 

Professor of Seoul National University, the vice-president of 
ICOMOS Korea 

Professor of Seoul National University, the representative of the 
National Trust of Korea 

A Chair-Professor of the Department of Traditional Landscape 
Architecture in the Korean National University of Cultural 
Heritage, a former administrator in the Cultural Heritage 
Administration 

A researcher in the Division of Architectural Studies of the 
National Institute of Cultural Heritage 

A member of the Society for the Conservation of Soswaewon 
Garden 

An official in the Historic and Scenic Sites Bureau of Cultural 
Heritage Administration 

An official in the Historic and Scenic Sites Bureau of Cultural 
Heritage Administration 

An official in the Heritage Policy Bureau of Cultural Heritage 
Administration 

Date 
(2005) 

19/July 

19/July 

19/July 

25/August 

15/ 
September 

19/ 
September 

14/ 
September 

14/ 
September 

14/ 
September 

Appendix E 

Dur. 
(min.) 

100 

60 

50 

130 

40 

50 

50 

50 

30 
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A Sample of Interview Questions 

Interview Date: 

Position: 

Name: 

Contact: 

Introduction of myself and interview objectives 

Questions reconfirming the interviewee 's status or position for the interview 

General Questions 

I. Can I record this interview with the recorder? 

2. How long have you worked in this position? 

3. What did you do before working in thi s position? 

Main Questions 

Question 1 Reasons for conserving historic environments and designed landscapes 

- List of reasons 

- Why are those important in Korea? 

- What is the role of historic environment, e:;,pecially parks & gardens, in national identity? 

Question 2 Conservation system in national and local level in Korea? 

- Strength and weakness 

- Barriers and limitations in local and national level 

- Role of academia 

- Foreign experience 

- Conservation policies and legislations 

- Cultural heritage classification 

- Short-term and long-term plan 

Question 3 Value of historic parks & gardens 

- Why, What is the value of historic parks & gardens 

- What kind of Korean historic parks & gardens can be included 
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Question 4 Reason for threatening. historic parks & gardens 

- List of reason 

- Why historic parks & gardens are omitted in designated system 

- present situation 

- recent development or restoration 

- How to encourage the conservation of historic parks and gardens 

Question 5 What are main trends and directions we will have to pursue in the future 

in terms of the research perspective? 

- Conservation paradigm 

- Main stream 

- Any suggestions 
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The Transcriptions of Interviews 

INTERVIEWEE 1 

Byung-rim Yoo is Professor of Seoul National University and a former chair of the Korean 

Institute of Landscape Architecture. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in July 2005, mainly focusing on attitudes regarding garden 

culture in Korea. He pointed out that garden could be an intrinsic type of landscape architecture 

and a basis for the quality or well-being of life, therefore garden culture and historic gardens 

should be conserved with appropriate management and care. However contemporary Korean 

society has failed to be concerned about issues related to gardens because of the lack of 

identification of Korean gardens and insufficient knowledge-based research. The reasons why 

there is a lack of identification of Korean gardens were indicated: the Institute of Korean 

Traditional Landscape Architecture has played a vital role in studying historic gardens but it is 

insufficient; there is no concept of a modem Korean garden and there is artistic cowardice as 

well as a lack of identity of garden in the style of landscape architecture. These observations are 

related to the issue of the identification of contemporary garden culture. It was indicated that 

there is a lack of basiC research; for example there is no database about gardens and information 

is not shared between private botanical gardens; there is no module related to gardens in the 

universities' curriculum and there is confusion about what exactly a traditional Korean garden 

was. In order to rehabilitate the enjoyment of gardens, he suggested establishing an organization 

that aims to promote interest in historic gardens and gardening and to encourage their 

conservation as a component of Korean heritage. The organisation should play an influential 

role by encouraging interest in, the study of, and education about Korean garden and cultural 

landscape history; it would aim to identify, document, and to promote conservation and the 

restoration of gardens; it would collect and coordinate resources and expertise about the history 

of Korean gardens; and it would create opportunities to visit and learn about gardens as well as 

providing or supporting archives and libraries with collections devoted to them. All of the 

organisation'S activities would aim to support the enculturation and popularization of garden for 

example using the mass media, that is television, to promote garden culture to the public. 

Transcription 

2005~ 7~ 19°J ,,~-%~~2. jJ~J~~~ -rr~ra 2.4~2-1 .... Pr"'J<>11-l~ 2.4~~ 
100* ~.£2-1 oJ c-li'1- ~ ~Hi 4. oJ c~ *2-1 4~ ~ -% ~ tl-.:t ~ ~ *:§:l.<>11 ~tl-

~ .£ <>11 ~ tl- ~ ~ J!. .ii!. 4 ~ 2-1 rq ~ ~ ..8. XJ ~ 4 J!. o} i!ll <>11 Xj al ~} ~ 4. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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~ 3'..~ a~ o~ ~}ttl ~ ~ -cr!.l- ~J-~a~ o~ ~}~ ol-rro1l ~ a~ -q ~ >1 *~ 01 a}2 A~ >"'}~4, 

4~o1l+1 AJ~ol >}~1~ 9.l°1~ WellBeingE-l >l*Td-'il olttl 0J-'J9.l AJ.AJ~ °J~o1l 

>1 o:f ~42 * 4. ~ ~ ~J ~ ~ % ~ all i" 9.l 0},;1,* Td-'i13. +1 :>~ oJ 9.l :>~ oJ ~ ~ :XJ-, 
~fl ~ 4-r~42 A~>"'}~4. ~>J9.l ~~o1l"i ~ ~-cr "i1:11~9.l >1*.2.3. 4i8l -+ 
4>i~1-+ ~.Al3."i ~.Al~!.l-9.l >1* Td-~014. ~" 4i8l - ~~, >}3. - ~,;l, ~AJ 
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01 ~ ~1312 'il ~ 1:lJ ~ a~ 0 ~ ~ 4. 01 011 ~ ~ a~ ~ 4 -cr ~ 2 ~ .2. 3. ~ i" ~ ~ ~ ~ 
°13}~ o~ ~4 . 

..2~4~ ~:x~ ~-=to1l"i AJ~-cr!.l-9.l ~~1~ -cr~~1 ~ -T~oJ>} ~ A~-'...}a~ ~ 4 ~4. 
>}AJ- >1 *~.2.3. ~ -%~J ~ 9.l -$J ~ oJ -r3} op~ Jf-~ ~ ~ 4 ~ 4. -%~ 
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The Transcriptions of Interviews Appendix E 

INTERVIEWEE 2 
Kee-won Hwang is Professor of Seoul National University and was the president of ICOMOS 

Korea. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in July 2005, focusing on the role of ICOMOS Korea's activities 

for the conservation of cultural heritage in Korea and the trends in cultural landscape. ICOMOS 

Korea was established in 1999 to develop its expertise and experience in the conservation of 

historic monuments and sites, as a national committee of ICOMOS. He had worked for 

ICOMOS Korea as its vice-president. He pointed out that historic gardens should be included as 

a target of ICOMOS Korea's activity but currently its organization is not specialized into 

specific fields like ICOMOS UK. ICOMOS Korea currently focuses on strengthening its 

position on International ICOMOS and introducing Korean culture to other national committees. 

It is expected that historic gardens could be one of the main issues tackled by ICOMOS Korea 

in the near future even though historic gardens have not yet engaged attention. Prof Hwang also 

said that recent trends concerning landscapes are influenced by the implem,entation of the 

Landscape Law in Japan. He said that there were few people interested in researching cultural 

and historic landscapes before the 2000s. 

Transcription 
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The Transcriptions of Interviews Appendix E 

INTERVIEWEE 3 
Byoung-e Yang is Professor of Seoul National University and is the representative of the 

National Trust of Korea (NTK). 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in July 2005, focusing on the activities of the National Trust in 

Korea and its role in the conservation of cultural heritage, including historic gardens, in the 

future. He has been involved in the NTK since its inception. He said that Koreans are currently 

experiencing destruction of our natural, historical and cultural resources due to a lack of public 

awareness coupled with our one-sided focus on economic advancement triggered by 

governments' unilateral support for development-oriented policies in the course of rapid 

economic movement. It is our duty and responsibility for the people of the country to be 

together in efforts to preserve and restore the country's natural and cultural heritage. To achieve 

this important task we need a good system of policy so that we can monitor and safeguard our 

natural and cultural heritage. Apart from a good system support from various government 

agencies, NOOs could play an important role to enhance conservation and appreciation of our 

heritage. In the light of these situations, the National Trust Movement took its enthusiastic first 

step in January 2000. The NTK has several natural sites and one cultural site which is the 

birthplace of the first chair of the national museum. Although gardens are not the main target of 

the NTK's strategy, gardens could be amongst its conservation objects after the NTK is settled 

and well-established in Korean society. The plain fact is that Korea has need of many 

professionals related to the conservation of cultural heritage including garden historians, garden 

conserVation practitioners, professionals who experienced international trends and so on. 

Transcription 
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INTERVIEWEE 4 
Jae-hoon Chung is Chair-Professor of the Department of Traditional Landscape Architecture in 

the Korean National University of Cultural Heritage and is a former administrator in the 

Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in August 2005, focusing on the history of Korean gardens and 

their conservation. He had worked in the Office of Cultural Properties (the predecessor of the 

Cultural Heritage Administration) over thirty years including as an administrator for seven years. 

He pointed out that the early stage of garden conservation was focused on clearing off vestiges 

of Japanese occupation because many Japanese landscaping features were adopted in Korean 

landscapes. However it was hard to distinguish between Korean tradition and the Japanese one 

because Korea's distinctive garden heritage was not recognized until the early 1960s. Until then 

many books related to cultural heritage had been written by Japanese authors, and there was no 

Korean report or survey of historic landscapes because Korea's main challenge had been 

economic restoration after the Korean War. Even cherry-blossom viewing parties in the early 

spring were not recognized as an introduced culture from Japan but rather mis-perceived as a 

Korean tradition. It was considered as an important and urgent task to establish what the 

characteristics of a Korean garden were. The repair of Hyeonchungsa Shrine in the late 1960s 

and the excavation of Anapji, the pond of Silla's East Palace, in the 1970s were the cornerstones 

. of increasing concern for historic landscapes. Of course there have been many trials and errors 

but it is true that research into historic gardens has developed within less than forty years. It was 

pointed out that many things remain to study and disclose about Korean historic designed 

landscapes, particularly before the Joseon dynasty (before the 14th century). It is also necessary 

to diversify viewpoints and research strategies for gardens in the Joseon dynasty. Gardening in 

the period of the Joseaon dynasty seeks to accentuate the topography of its locations, not 

dominate them. Man-made features like pavilions, ponds and artificial waterfalls enhance the 

experience. Song Confucianism's view of nature from China strongly influenced Joseon gardens. 

It was through these influences that Joseon art was created, with its naturalistic style untouched 

by artifice, while a worldly, practical lifestyle flourished, based on moderation and diligence. 

Indeed, this led to the development of a highly humanistic and straight-forwardly naturalistic 

culture. A rectangular pond in gardens would reflect the yin and yang principle but there is a 

probability that rectangular pond was in fashion because it had been created in royal gardens. 

Professor Chung said that my research and writings could be one of the interpretation of garden 

history and laying the cornerstone of garden history on the real state of nonexistence. 
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INTERVIEWEE 5 

Hyeon Kang is a researcher in the Division of Architectural Studies of the National Research 

Institute of Cultural Heritage. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted on September 2005, focusing on the role of the institute for the 

conservation of historic gardens. Hyeon Kang pointed out that there is no one dealing with 

historic gardens in the institute though he agrees that the Division of Architectural Studies 

should include the field of historic gardens. Therefore our interview was focused on other 

related issues such as the role of local institutes, the budget for the institute and the treatment of 

researchers. He said that local institutes were established to undertake research and survey in 

prefectural regions within their jurisdiction, but they could not deal with urban areas in their 

area because of the sheer weight of work this would involve. 

Transcription 

~J~ oj.q.~ ~ ~loJ2-l ~~~3. 2005~ 9~ 15°J" -:1rg*~~~oj.q.~ ~ l:IJ*~}~ 
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4~ oJ ciit2-l '-ll~~ -:1rg*~~~oJ.q.~oJl"i ::U*~~oJl ~tl- oj.q.~ -'1-~~~}2 

~ ~ ~12-l o:l.Jf-ll4. J..~ ~ ~ ::u *~ ~ ~ /j ~.l!}~} ra--ra-t}~ oj .q.E~ o]:t} ~ 
0J .,.01 ~1 tlJ ~ ~~ /j ~.l!}oJ1 "i ~ ~ ~ ~ ra--ra-~} ~ oj.q.~ 01 ~ ~ AJ ~ 01 a}-2 tl-4. 
-%~ 4 ~ .l!}oJ1 "i s. ~ *~ ~ ~ 0J .q.t}2 ~ ~l ~ ~f ~ 42 t}-ll4. o}~ »)}~l 
::u *~ ~ 01 *~~~ 0J.q. ~2-l 4~ 0J.q. 4~1 /} o}~ ~ ra--ra-~ ::u *oJ ~ s. ~ ~ 
AJ~oJ2 tl-4 . .:Etl- ~ll:lJ *~~~ oJ.q.~s. 1:11 ;:tl- AJ~01a}-2 t}-ll4.1990~ ~.q. 

~J~~l~ *~~~ ~ J.. ~~ .q.~~3. -i~tl- ~J4 *~~~oJ.q.~2-l ~J-T ~J4~1~ 

~.A}-'1-..a~j;} ~J-ra-~}~l ~ ~ AJ~01a}-2 tl-4. t4a}-"i ~~~ *~~~ oj.q.~ ;);}~13. 

J.. oj.q. 0J ~ ~ ~~ E~ ~/} ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ AJ ~ 01 a}-2 tl-4. 
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INTERVIEWEE 6 

Anonymous interviewee is a member of the Society for the Conservation of Soswaewon Garden. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in September 2005 in Soswaewon Garden. The interviewee has 

participated in the society for a long time as a local resident. He pointed out that there are 

several issues arising from the government's support and the garden's restoration after natural 

disaster, and insisted on the need for an action plan for the garden's management, from day care 

to annual maintenance. The garden now opens to the public without charge. One main problem 

arises from the large number of visitors, and the lack of a plan for visitor management. 

Something should be established, he believes, to let know visitors know that this garden 

possesses special meaning, and to help visitors enjoy the garden including the possibility of a 

variety of different kinds of support, either signage or publications. He also noted the slow 

disorganised process of restoration work, made necessary by natural calamities, by the 

government. The powerful Typhoon Maemi in 2003 caused the collapse of the eaves of 

Gwangpunggak pavilion in Soswaewon garden. The CHA and Damyang local council restored 

the pavilion roof and the work was supported by the National Treasury. He said that the 

restoration work had been outsourced from a licensed architectural firm to an unlicensed one , 
and that the restoration cost appropriated had therefore been too high. He also pointed out if the 

restoration work had been carried out by the owner or the society, restoration work for the 

whole garden site could have been carried out within the same budget. 

Transcription 
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;I;}~ ~~ oj ~1 011 ~}~ ~ ~ ~ E-l .a-~1 ~ ~ 01 '1-4~4. 01 ~ \.ll"'} °J"'l3.~ 

.a-~:x~~~3..Jf~~ oJ ~ "'J~ ;I;}~ oj~l"'} 3!.'4 ~ "'}~~3. tll;1;}~ oj~lo1l>11 
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INTERVIEWEE 7 

This anonymous interviewee is an official in the Historic and Scenic Sites Bureau of Cultural 

Heritage Administration. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in September 2005 about his job and historic designed landscapes. 

He said that if the wide range of elements within the historic designed landscape is to be 

effectively managed, it is clearly essential that these are properly identified and changes fully 

recorded and monitored. This should be recognized as being particularly important since many 

of these features, such as buried archaeological remains and standing historic buildings,· 

coincide. However currently it cannot be conducted by the human resources available in the 

Cultural Heritage Administration because they are so short-handed. As a result of this, the CHA 

does not hold clear infonnation about the full extent, character or condition of historic 

landscapes and cultural heritage. Clearly the lack of sufficiently comprehensive information in 

the case of local authorities is likely to severely impede the effective management of the historic 

gardens, and limit the ability of local governments to make properly infonned decisions about 

their future in tenns of both development control and more strategic actions. 

Transcription 
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INTERVIEWEE 8 

This anonymous interviewee is an official in the Historic and Scenic Sites Bureau of Cultural 

Heritage Administration. 

Summary 

The interview was conducted in September 2005, about her responsibilities and the importance 

of historic gardens in the bureau. Even though she did not work for historic gardens, she pointed 

out the limitations of the bureau for the conservation of cultural heritage because of the way in 

which it applied the established recruitment system for officials. Her major interest was the old 

fine arts, but she had worked on historic sites. Most of her work was dealing with public 

grievances about the historic sites rather than related to the need of professional knowledge. She 

pointed out another system which related to her position. The principle applying to Korean 

executive posts is rotation, and most officials were recruited by civil examinations with no 

regard to specialization even though currently professionals are appointed. Officials who have 

worked in a certain post for a certain period of time must take another post, which may not have 

any connection or relevance to the previous post. This could be good for the individual career 

and to prevent corruption and complacency within the administrative structure but it can be bad 

for the specific field of administration that need special ism and experience, as for example in 

the Cultural Heritage Administration. It is necessary to find a systematic management 

alternative for accomplishing the balance of these two roles, requiring impartial public service 

standards on the one hand or specific professional skills on the other, more effectively. 
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INTERVIEWEE 9 

This anonymous interviewee is an official in the Heritage Policy Bureau of Cultural Heritage 

Administration. 

Summary I 

The interview was conducted in September 2005. The Heritage Policy Division is in charge of 

setting up cultural heritage management policies and forming and operating the Cultural 

Heritage Committee. The perceived quality of historical areas varies with time, age, gender, 

group and so on. Values change in response to events, but also evolve as the result of gradual 

deterioration of the fabric for example or, conversely, with the progressive social appropriation 

of given artefacts by the population. Accordingly, the assumed significance of an historical area 

should be regularly updated. This is especially important when assessing the effects of a project 

or plan upon the environment. However policy for cultural heritage in Korea is not as 

comprehensive or as multidisciplinary as it needs to be. 

Transcription 
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