
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

York Minsterôs Chapter House and its  
Painted Glass Narratives 

 
 

Volume 3 of 3 
 
 

Ann Hilary Moxon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PhD 
 
 

University of York 
 
 

History of Art 
 
 

December 2017 



         1106 

 

Volume 3: 
 
List of Figures:  
 
Figure 1: External views of the east end of the Minster: 

1a: Reconstruction of the Minster, ca. 1290, showing the 
Chapter House and Vestibule (Stuart Harrison and 
Christopher Norton, York Minster: An Illustrated 
Architectural History 627-c1500 (York: The Chapter of 
York, 2015), 37 
1b: Current view of the east end of the Minster 
(photograph: Hilary Moxon) 

1111 

   
Figure 2: External views of the Chapter Houses at: 

2a: Lincoln Cathedral (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
2b: Westminster Abbey (photograph: Alec and/or Marlene 
Hartill)  
2c: Lichfield Cathedral (photograph: Alec and/or Marlene 
Hartill) 
2d: Salisbury Cathedral (photograph: Hilary Moxon)  

1112 

   
Figure 3: Internal stalls in the Chapter Houses at: 

3a: York Minster (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
3b: Lincoln Cathedral (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
3c: Westminster Abbey (photograph: Alec and/or Marlene 
Hartill) 

1114 

   
Figure 4: Window locations and design: 
                     4a: Floorplan of the Chapter House, showing the 

identifications of the narratives in the windows (by Hilary 
Moxon, adapted from Plan of York Minster: ground level, 
drawn by Wladislav Masiewiscz, ca. 1977, courtesy of 
Crown Copyright, NMR, from Sarah Brown, Our 
Magnificent Fabrick: York Minster, an Architectural 
History, c. 1220-1500 (Swindon: English Heritage, 2003), 
267 
4b: Sample window design, adapted from John Britton, 
1819, The History and Antiquities of the Metropolitical 
Church at York, Pl. XXXII: CHn3, adapted by Hilary 
Moxon 

1116 

   
Figure 5: The current appearance of the Chapter House windows 

(all photographs: Nick Teed and Anna Milsom): 
5a: Passion and Resurrection (CH1) 
5b: The Virgin Mary (CHn2) 
5c: William of York (CHn3) 
5d: Katherine of Alexandria (CHn4) 
5e: Peter (CHs2) 
5f:  Paul (CHs3) 
5g: Five saints (Margaret, Nicholas, Thomas Becket, John 
the Baptist and Edmund) 

1118 

  
 

 



         1107 

 

Figure 6: Band windows across CHn2, CHn3 and CHn4 
(photograph: Hilary Moxon) 

1125 

   
Figure 7: Window and architectural features from St-Urbain, 

Troyes: 
7a: Sample narrative panel, indicating the band window 
from St-Urbain, window 4 (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
7b: Piscina in the choir at St-Urbain (photograph: Katie 
Harrison) 
7c: Tracery in a sample window at St-Urbain (photograph: 
Hilary Moxon) 
7d: Crenellation in the piscina at St-Urbain 
(photograph:Hilary Moxon) 

1126 

   
Figure 8: Drawing of William de Langtonôs monument by William 

Dugdale, 1641, from Dugdale Book of Yorkshire Arms, 
folio 111v (photograph courtesy of the College of Arms) 

1128 

   
Figure 9: The geographical relationship between the Archbishopôs  

Palace and the Chapter House and visible external 
features: 
9a: Extract of Map showing the relationship between the 
Archbishopôs Palace and the Chapter House, adapted 
from Peter Addyman, (ed.) British Historic Towns Atlas, 
York. (Witney: Lovell Johns Ltd, 2015), Map 6 
9b: View of the Chapter House from the direction of the 
site of the Archbishopôs Palace (photograph: Hilary 
Moxon) 
9c: Drawing showing the external visibility of a sample 
band window, from Browne, History, Vol. 2, Pl. 76, 
identified as CHs3 by Hilary Moxon 

1129 

   
Figure 10: Plan showing the distribution of features in the Transepts 

and the Chapter House which were associated with 
Walter de Gray, William de Langton and John de 
Craucumbe. Based on a reconstruction of the floorplan by 
Stuart Harrison and Christopher Norton, York Minster: An 
Illustrated Architectural History 627-c1500 (York: The 
Chapter of York, 2015), 21 

1131 

   
Figure 11: The Agnus Dei boss in the ceiling of the former Chapel to 

St Edward the Confessor in the south transept:  
11a: Photograph: Geoff Green 
11b: Drawing by John Browne, History, Vol.1, Pl. XL 

1132 

   
Figure 12: Label stop on the east-facing side of the west wall of the 

north transept: 
12a: Label stop in the north transept (photograph: Nick 
Teed) 
12b: One of two ñSculptures in the North Transeptò, in 
John Browne, History, Vol. 2, Pl. LVI 
12c: Painted decoration seen on the badge at the base of 
the label stop by John Browne, History, Vol. 1, 76 

1133 



         1108 

 

   
Figure 13: Donors carved in the piscina at St-Urbain, Troyes:  

13a: Pope Urban IV 
13b: Cardinal Ancher Pantaléon (photographs: Hilary 
Moxon) 

1134 

   
Figure 14: Agnus Dei bosses in the Chapter House complex: 

14a In the centre of the Chapter House ceiling 
(photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
14b. In the corner of the Vestibule (photograph: Hilary 
Moxon) 

1135 

   
Figure 15:  Plan showing the approximate location of chantries 

created in the Transepts by or for canons and 
archbishops involved in the Minster during the thirteenth 
century. Based on a reconstruction of the floorplan by 
Stuart Harrison and Christopher Norton, York Minster: An 
Illustrated Architectural History 627-c1500 (York: The 
Chapter of York, 2015), 21 and from information in Stuart 
Harrison and Christopher Norton, An Architectural History 
of York Minster c. 1070-1220 (London: Society of 
Antiquaries of London, forthcoming), Part 5, Chapter II. 

1136 

   
Figure 16: Coloured etching of the west side of the Chapter House 

from Drakeôs Eboracum (1736), facing page 476 
1137 

   
Figure 17: Figures of kings and archbishops formerly painted on the 

west wall of the chapter house, recorded by John Carter 
in 1790 (BL, Add Ms 29929, fol. 100) adapted from Sarah 
Brown, Magnificent Fabrick, Plate 2.2, 245 

1138 

   
Figure 18: Shield of Amaury de Montfort in CHs2: D1 (lower) 

(photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
1138 

   
Figure 19: The interior of the Chapter House, ca. 1795, from Joseph 

Halfpenny, Gothic ornaments in the Cathedral Church of 
York, Pl. 102 

1139 

   
Figure 20:                 Drawing of CHn3, the William Window, by John Britton, 

1819, The History and Antiquities of the Metropolitical 
Church at York, Pl. XXXII 

1140 

   
Figure 21: ñChapter House, restored 1843 [sic],ò in The Restoration 

of York Minster (February, 1899), 15 
1141 

   
Figure 22: ñExample of the Exterior decay in parts of the Tracery and 

Mullions of the Chapter-House fractured by expansion of 
the iron saddlebars, now restored,ò in York Minster 
Restoration: Eighth Occasional Paper (Leeds: Richard 
Jackson, 1905), 39, identified as CHn3 by Hilary Moxon 

1142 

   
Figure 23: St William Window, photographed by W.Watson, ca. 1915 

(YMA, Green Photographic Collection © Dean and 
1143 



         1109 

 

Chapter of York) 
   
Figure 24: Appearance of the windows after the re-leaidng exercise 

and before World War II (all photographs from YMA, 
Green Photographic Collection): 
24a: Passion and Resurrection (then known as the 
Passion, 58) 
24b: The Virgin Mary (then known as the Early Life of 
Christ and the Death of the Virgin Mary, 57)  
24c: William of York (then known as Thomas Becket, 56) 
24d: Katherine of Alexandria, 55 
24e: Peter, 59 
24f: Paul, 60 
24g: The Five Saints (Thomas Becket, then known as 
Denis, Margaret, Nicholas, John the Baptist and Edmund, 
61) 

1144 

   
Figure 25: ñSketch to accompany Para. 3 of the York Glass Report 

1928, to show the Quantity of Glass covered by the Lead 
now in useò (SPAB York Glass File 1927-30) 

1151 

   
Figure 26: Reconstructions of the suggested original narrative 

sequences:  
26a: Reconstruction of the Passion and Resurrection 
window (CH1) 
26b: Reconstruction of the Virgin Mary window (CHn2) 
26c: Reconstruction of the William window (CHn3) 
26d: Reconstruction of the Katherine of Alexandria 
window (CHn4) 
26e: Reconstruction of the Peter window (CHs2) 
26f:  Confirmation of the reconstruction of the Paul 
window (CHs3) 
26g:  Reconstruction of the Five Saints window, showing 
Margaret, Nicholas, Thomas Becket, John the Baptist 
and Edmund (CHs4) 
(all reconstructions, except CHn4, by Hilary Moxon, 
based on photographs by Nick Teed and Anna Milsom. 
Reconstruction of CHn4 by Chloe Morgan. 

1152 

   
Figure 27: Representations of headgear denoting ñJewishnessò or 

ñothernessò in the Minster glass (photographs: David 
OôConnor for 16a, Nick Teed and Anna Milsom for 16b-
e): 
27a: Image of the leading Philosopher depicted as a Jew 
in a Katherine narrative in n23:2b, York Minster 
27b: Type-1: Cap denoting ñJewishnessò 
27c: Type-2: Cap denoting ñJewishnessò 
27d: Type-3: Cap denoting ñJewishnessò 
27e: Type-4: Cap denoting ñJewishnessò or ñothernessò 

1160 

   
Figure 28: Image of the parody of the funeral of the Virgin in n25:1a, 

York Minster (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
1161 

   



         1110 

 

Figure 29: Effect of pillars supporting the Chapter House ceiling 
(photograph: Hilary Moxon) 

1162 

   
Figure 30: Trumeau The trumeau and inscription at the entrance to the Chapter 

House: 
30a: Trumeau Virgin and sight lines to CH1 and CHn2 
from the Vestibule (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
30b: Inscription, ñUt rosa flos florum sic est domus ista 
domorumò, at the entrance to the Chapter House 
(photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
30c: Plan indicating the approximate location of the 
inscription in the floor of the Chapter House at 
Westminster Abbey, ñUt rosa flos florum sic est domus 
ista domorumò, based on the diagram in Lawrence Keen, 
ñThe chapter house decorated tile pavement,ò in 
Westminster Abbey Chapter House: the history, art and 
architecture of óa chapter house beyond compareô, eds. 
Warwick Rodwell and Richard Mortimer (London: Society 
of Antiquaries of London, 2010), 213, marked in red by 
Hilary Moxon 

1162 

   
Figure 31: Panel in St-Urbain showing flower heads in roundels 

(Bay 0:4a) (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
1164 

   
Figure 32: Three sample foliage bosses from the Chapter House 

ceiling (photographs: Hilary Moxon) 
1164 

   
Figure 33: Entrance to the Chapter House complex from the north 

transept, showing possible Marian fleurs-de-lys 
(photograph: Hilary Moxon) 

1165 

   
Figure 34: Imagery associated with Katherine: image of the towers 

indicating Katherineôs prison in n23:5a (photograph: 
David OôConnor) 

1165 

   
Figure 35: Diagram showing the relationship between the ceiling 

panels over the entrance to the Chapter House, and 
glazing and the group of female saints (based on a 
photograph by Hilary Moxon) 
 

1166 

Figure 36: Three sample carvings from the Chapter House stalls 
(photographs: Hilary Moxon) 

1167 

 
Bibliography:                 1168 
 
Primary sources 1168 
                   Unpublished primary sources 1168 
                   Published primary sources 1171 
                   Electronic primary sources 1178 
  
Secondary sources 1184 
                   Printed secondary sources 1184 
                   Electronic secondary sources 1220 



         1111 

 

 
Figure 1:  External views of the east end of the Minster: 

 

 
Figure 1a: Reconstruction of the Minster, ca. 1290, showing the 
Chapter House and Vestibule (Stuart Harrison and Christopher 
Norton, York Minster: An Illustrated Architectural History 627-c1500 
(York: The Chapter of York, 2015), 37) 

 

 
Figure 1b:  Current view of the east end of the Minster (photograph: Hilary 

Moxon) 
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Figure 2:  External views of the Chapter Houses: 

 

 
Figure 2a: External view of the Chapter House at Lincoln Cathedral (photograph: 

Hilary Moxon) 
 

 
Figure 2b: External view of the Chapter House at Westminster Abbey (copyright 

Alec and/or Marlene Hartill) 
 

 
Figure 2c: External view of the Chapter House at Lichfield Cathedral (copyright 

Alec and Marlene Hartill) 
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Figure 2d: External view of the Chapter House at Salisbury Cathedral (photograph: 

Hilary Moxon) 
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Figure 3:  Internal stalls in Chapter Houses: 
 

 
Figure 3a: Internal stalls in the Chapter House at York Minster (photograph: Hilary 

Moxon) 
 

 
Figure 3b: Internal stalls at Lincoln Cathedral (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
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Figure 3c: Internal stalls in Westminster Abbey (© Alec and/or Marlene Hartill) 
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Figure 4: Window locations and design 

 
 

Figure 4a: Floorplan of the Chapter House showing the 
identifications of the narratives in the windows (by Hilary Moxon, 

adapted from Plan of York Minster: ground level, drawn by Wladislav 
Masiewiscz, ca. 1977, courtesy of Crown Copyright, NMR, from 

Sarah Brown, Our Magnificent Fabrick: York Minster, an Architectural 
History, c. 1220-1500 (Swindon: English Heritage, 2003), 267) 
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Figure 4b: Sample window design, adapted from John Britton, 1819, The History 
and Antiquities of the Metropolitical Church at York, Pl. XXXII: CHn3, by Hilary 

Moxon 
(red text indicates CVMA numbering system, blue text that of the alternative 

identification system created for this study) 
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Figure 5: The current appearance of the Chapter House windows: 

 

 
Figure 5a: The current appearance of the window showing Passion and 

Resurrection (CH1) (photograph: Nick Teed and Anna Milsom © York Glaziers 
Trust) 
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Figure 5b: The current appearance of the window showing the Virgin Mary (CHn2) 

(photograph: Nick Teed and Anna Milsom © York Glaziers Trust) 
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Figure 5c: The current appearance of the window showing William of York (CHn3) 

(photograph: Nick Teed and Anna Milsom © York Glaziers Trust) 
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Figure 5d: The current appearance of the window showing Katherine of Alexandria 

(CHn4) (photograph: Nick Teed and Anna Milsom © York Glaziers Trust) 
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Figuree 5e: The current appearance of the window showing Peter (CHs2) 

(photograph: Nick Teed and Anna Milsom © York Glaziers Trust) 
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Figure 5f: The current appearance of the window showing Paul (CHs3) 

(photograph: Nick Teed and Anna Milsom © York Glaziers Trust) 
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Figure 5g: The current appearance of the window showing the Five Saints: 
Margaret, Nicholas, Thomas Becket, John the Baptist and Edmund (CHn4) 

(photograph: Nick Teed and Anna Milsom © York Glaziers Trust) 
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Figure 6: Band windows across CHn2, CHn3 and CHn4 (photograph: Hilary 

Moxon) 
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Figure 7: Window and architectural features from St-Urbain, Troyes: 
 

 
Figure 7a: Sample narrative panel, indicating the band window from St-Urbain, 

window 4 (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 7b: Tracery in a sample window at St-Urbain (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
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Figure 7c: Piscina in the choir at St-Urbain (photograph: Katie Harrison) 

 
 

 
Figure 7d: Crenellation in the piscina at St-Urbain (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 
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Figure 8: Drawing of William de Langtonôs monument by William Dugdale, 
1641, from Dugdale Book of Yorkshire Arms, folio 111v (photograph and © 

courtesy of the College of Arms) 
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Figure 9: The geographical relationship between the Archbishopôs Palace 
and the Chapter House, and visible external features 

 

 
 

Figure 9a: Extract of Map showing the relationship between the Archbishopôs 
Palace and the Chapter House, adapted from Peter Addyman, (ed.) British Historic 

Towns Atlas: Yorkò (Witney: Lovell Johns Ltd, 2015), Map 6 
 

 
Figure 9b: View of the Chapter House from the direct of the site of the 

Archbishopôs Palace (photograph: Hilary Moxon) 


