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Abstract 

This thesis describes some novel aspects of the Ŭ-lithiation-trapping of N-Boc heterocycles, 

including computational DFT modelling of the lithiation and kinetic studies of both the 

lithiation and trapping reactions of N-Boc heterocycles.  

Chapter 2 details the use of in situ IR spectroscopy to monitor the progress of the Ŭ-lithiation 

reactions of a wide variety of N-Boc heterocycle substrates with vastly different reactivities. 

Different s-BuLi/ligand combinations were also found to have a dramatic effect on the rate 

of lithiation. Kinetic analysis of the in situ IR spectroscopic data enabled the rates of 

lithiation to be quantified which allowed the construction of a reactivity order for N-Boc 

heterocycles that were investigated. 

In Chapter 3, the Ŭ-lithiation reactions of the N-Boc heterocycles studied in Chapter 2 were 

modelled with DFT. Many of the reactivity differences of the N-Boc heterocycles that were 

uncovered by the experimental investigation were accounted for by the DFT modelling. 

Correlation of the experimental and computational results allowed the reactivities of 

unknown N-Boc heterocycles to be predicted using only DFT modelling. 

Chapter 4 describes the investigation of the rates of trapping of lithiated N-Boc heterocycles 

using in situ IR spectroscopy. Kinetic analysis of the in situ IR spectroscopic data revealed 

some remarkable differences in the rates of trapping for a small selection of different N-Boc 

heterocycles and electrophiles. 

Chapter 5 reports the use of synthesis, in situ IR spectroscopic analysis and DFT modelling 

to investigate how the electrophile and ligand employed can affect the diastereoselectivity 

of the lithiation-trapping of a 3,4-disubstituted N-Boc pyrrolidine. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction  

Nitrogen heterocycles, including pyrrolidines, piperidines and piperazines are important 

structural motifs in both nature and pharmaceutical compounds. For example, 44 of the ñTop 

200 selling pharmaceuticals in US retail sales of 2015ò contain either a pyrrolidine, 

piperidine, morpholine or piperazine subunit.1 The racemic and asymmetric synthesis of 2-

substituted N-Boc heterocycles has become widespread using the N-Boc Ŭ-lithiation protocol 

pioneered by Beak.2,3 

Since Beakôs first publication in 1989, much research has been carried out investigating 

different N-Boc heterocycle substrates, various ligands and a variety of electrophiles to trap 

the lithiated intermediates. This has enabled the synthesis of a large variety of different 

substituted N-Boc heterocycles. In this thesis, synthetic, in situ IR spectroscopy and 

computational DFT modelling techniques have been used to investigate, find optimal 

conditions and better understand the Ŭ-lithiation reactions of N-Boc heterocycles.  

Recently, interest in the 2,3,4-trisubstituted pyrrolidine motif has developed and such a motif 

can be accessed enantioselectively and diastereoselectively using Ŭ-lithiation chemistry.4 

Subsequent trapping with an appropriate electrophile would give a functionalised 

heterocycle fragment which could then be further reacted to form the desired compound. 

This 2,3,4-trisubstituted pyrrolidine motif is present in drug compounds such as Boceprevir5 

developed by Schering-Plough (now Merck) and Telaprevir6 developed by Vertex 

Pharmaceuticals, both of which are protease inhibitors used to treat hepatitis C (Figure 1.1).  

 

Figure 1.1. Boceprevir and Telaprevir protease inhibitors 
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1.1 Directed Ŭ-Lithiation - The Complex Induced Proximity Effect 

The Ŭ-deprotonation of N-Boc heterocycles occurs for one key reason ï the directing effect 

afforded by the carbamate that is attached to the N-heterocycle. This type of directing effect 

has been used in synthetic organolithium chemistry for several decades and was coined the 

óComplex Induced Proximity Effectô (CIPE) by Beak and Meyers in 1986.7 Beak and 

Meyers proposed a general mechanism for the CIPE whereby the Lewis basic directing 

group attached to the heteroatom (in this case nitrogen) of substrate 1 can reversibly 

coordinate to the organolithium reagent to form prelithiation complex 2 (Scheme 1.1). This 

prelithiation complex places the organolithium in close proximity to the Ŭ-protons which 

facilitates the Ŭ-deprotonation of 2, forming Ŭ-lithiated intermediate 3. Lithiated 

intermediate 3 is dipole-stabilised, as the positive charge in resonance form 3b can stabilise 

the adjacent carbanion.8 Upon addition of an electrophile (E+), lithiated intermediate 3 

undergoes trapping to form trapped product 4. 

Scheme 1.1. General mechanism for the CIPE directed Ŭ-lithiation to a heteroatom 

 

The directing effect offered by the CIPE can also strongly influence the regioselectivity of 

the lithiation of a substrate. For example, lithiation of benzyl lactam 5 with n-BuLi at ï78 

ÁC resulted in exclusive formation of Ŭ-lithiated lactam 6, rather than the thermodynamically 

favoured enolate 7 (Scheme 1.2).7 

Scheme 1.2. Regioselective Ŭ-lithiation of lactam 5 

 

Many different types of directing groups have been employed to enable the Ŭ-lithiation of 

amines. These directing groups need to be Lewis basic to allow coordination of the 

organolithium species involved and resistant to nucleophilic attack from the alkyllithium 
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reagents used. Some of the directing groups that have been utilised are amides (used by 

Beak,8ï15), formamidines (reported by Meyers16ï19), nitrosoamines (reported by 

Seebach20,21) and ureas (used by Metallinos)22,23 (Figure 1.2).  

 

Figure 1.2. Directing groups used to direct Ŭ-lithiation of amines 

Carbamates can also be used to direct lithiation Ŭ to an amine and the first Ŭ-lithiation of a 

carbamate was reported by Seebach in 1978.24 Treatment of hindered aryl carbamate 8 with 

s-BuLi/TMEDA resulted in lithiation Ŭ to nitrogen and subsequent trapping with n-C8H17I 

provided the respective alkylated carbamate in 87% yield (Scheme 1.3). Both the lithiation 

and trapping reactions of 8 were conducted at 0 °C. In general, low temperatures (usually 

between 0 °C and ï100 °C) are required for the lithiation and trapping steps to prevent side 

reactions and decomposition of the lithiated intermediate. 

Scheme 1.3. Directed Ŭ-lithiation of carbamate 8 

 

Some years later, Beak reported the directed Ŭ-lithiation of cyclic amines using a tert-

butoxycarbonyl (Boc) carbamate to direct the lithiation in his seminal 1989 publication.2 

This methodology has two key advantages. First, the Boc group is a common amine 

protecting group, so installation of the Boc group is well known and reagents are 

commerically available. Second, the Boc group is easy to remove with acids such as TFA or 

HCl, so further functionalisation of the amine can be carried out after Ŭ-functionalisation.  

The use of the Boc group as a director for the Ŭ-lithiation reactions of N-Boc heterocycles 

relevant to the work described in this thesis will be discussed in the next section of this 

overview.  
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1.2 Lithiation-Trapping Reactions of N-Boc Heterocycles 

1.2.1 N-Boc pyrrolidine and N-Boc piperidine 

The first Ŭ-lithiation-trapping reactions of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 were 

reported by Beak in 1989.2 Both heterocycles were treated with s-BuLi/TMEDA at ï78 °C 

in Et2O for 3 h and then Me3SiCl was added to trap the lithiated intermediates. This afforded 

2-silyl N-Boc pyrrolidine 11 and 2-silyl N-Boc piperidine 12 in 81% and 94% isolated yields 

respectively (Scheme 1.4). 

Scheme 1.4. Racemic Ŭ-lithiation -trapping reactions of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc 

piperidine 10 

 

Later, the OôBrien group developed a ódiamine-freeô lithiation for the Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc 

heterocycles.25 Lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with s-BuLi/THF at ï30 °C and subsequent 

trapping with Me3SiCl furnished 2-silyl N-Boc pyrrolidine 11 in 71% yield (Scheme 1.5). 

With this methodology, a variety of 2-substituted N-Boc pyrrolidines 11, 13-16 were 

synthesised in moderate to good yield ranging from 49-77%. 

Scheme 1.5. óDiamine-freeô s-BuLi/THF lithiation -trapping of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

 

When the s-BuLi/THF lithiation-trapping of N-Boc piperidine 10 was attempted, no trapped 

adducts were detected. It has been proven that alkyllithiums are less stable in THF than 
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Et2O
26 and recent unpublished work in the OôBrien group had observed the s-BuLi mediated 

decomposition of THF at higher temperatures (> ï30 °C).27 As N-Boc piperidine 10 is 

significantly less reactive than N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, the decomposition of the THF solvent 

is likely the kinetically favoured reaction, meaning that no trapped adduct was observed. 

The enantioselective s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine-mediated lithiation-trapping of N-Boc pyrrolidine 

9 was communicated by Beak and Kerrick in 19913 and reported in full in 1994.28 Lithiation 

using s-BuLi and the chiral diamine (ï)-sparteine, followed by trapping with Me3SiCl gave 

(S)-11 in 87% yield and excellent 95:5 er (Scheme 1.6). The OôBrien group subsequently 

reported the synthesis of 2-silyl N-Boc pyrrolidine (R)-11 in 84% yield and 95:5 er using 

their chiral diamine, the (+)-sparteine surrogate 17, which behaves in an 

enantiocomplementary manner to (ï)-sparteine (Scheme 1.6).29 Throughout this thesis the 

degree of enantioselectivity exhibited in an asymmetric reaction will be quantified using 

enantiomeric ratios (er). This measure of enantioselectivity has been selected as it is 

mathematically more simple than enantiomeric excess (ee), making it easier for the reader 

to comprehend of the degree of enantioselectivity exhibited in a reaction. 

Scheme 1.6. Asymmetric lithiation-trapping of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with (ï)-sparteine 

and (+)-17 chiral diamine ligands 

 

Altmann et al. has performed lithiations with both s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine and s-BuLi/(+)-17 

to synthesise the natural products (+)- and (ï)-hygroline 18.30 The synthesis involved the 

asymmetric lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with either s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine or s-BuLi/(+)-

17 and then subsequent trapping with chiral epoxides (R)- or (S)-19, followed by reduction 

with LiAlH 4 to give (+)- or (ï)-hygroline 18 (Scheme 1.7). 
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Scheme 1.7. Synthesis of (+)- and (ï)- hygroline via asymmetric lithiation trapping of 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

 

The Ŭ-lithiation reactions of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine or i-PrLi/(ï)-

sparteine have both been subjected to mechanistic investigation. In 1991, Beak conducted 

several lithiation-trapping reactions of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 to determine whether the 

enantioselectivity observed with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine arises from an enantioselective 

deprotonation or whether the enantioselectivity is afforded post-deprotonation.3 Racemic 2-

lithio N-Boc pyrrolidine rac-21 was generated by both s-BuLi deprotonation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 and tin-lithium exchange of 2-stannyl pyrrolidine 20. (ï)-Sparteine was then 

added to the lithiated intermediate rac-21 followed by Me3SiCl. The Me3SiCl trapped adduct 

11 from both reactions was obtained as a racemate (Scheme 1.8).  

Scheme 1.8. Determination of the source of enantioselectivity of the s-BuLi/(ï)-

sparteine lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

 

Beak therefore concluded that the enantioselectivity afforded by (ï)-sparteine must arise 

from an enantioselective deprotonation and does not occur post-deprotonation. OôBrien et 

al. have also shown that the enantioselectivity afforded with N-Boc piperidine 10 and s-
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BuLi/(+)-17 occurs by an enantioselective deprotonation using experiments similar to those 

used by Beak.31 

In 1995, Beak and Gallagher conducted a mechanistic investigation of the i-PrLi/(ï)-

sparteine lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 using kinetic experiments.32 They noted that the 

lithiation had a zero-order dependence on the concentration of the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine 

complex 22, the structure of which had been determined previously.33 This led them to 

propose that the rapid formation of a prelithiation complex occurs before the rate 

determining Ŭ-deprotonation, which accounted for the zero-order dependence of the 

alkyllithium (Scheme 1.9). Kinetic isotope experiments were also carried out and they 

confirmed that the second step of the Ŭ-lithiation where deprotonation occurs (k2) and (S)-

23 is formed was rate determining. 

Scheme 1.9. Proposed mechanism for the i-PrLi/( ï)-sparteine Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9  

 

Three possible structures for the prelithiation complex were suggested: 24, 25 and 26 (Figure 

1.3). Beak and Gallagher suggested that the prelithiation complex was unlikely to be 24 as 

the (ï)-sparteine was far removed from N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and would not likely be able to 

offer any enantiocontrol over Ŭ-lithiation from this distance. 

 

Figure 1.3. Proposed pre-lithiation complexes for the RLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 9  
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Beak and Kerrick first reported the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation-trapping of N-Boc 

piperidine 10 in 2002.34  Lithiation for 16 h and trapping with Me3SiCl gave the desired 2-

silyl N-Boc piperidine (S)-12 in a low ~8% yield and moderate 87:13 er, with side-products 

27 and 28 also isolated (Scheme 1.10). The slow rate of reaction between s-BuLi/(ï)-

sparteine and N-Boc piperidine 10 allows side reactions to occur. In particular, s-BuLi can 

perform a nucleophilic attack into the Boc carbonyl generating by-products 27 and 28. 

Scheme 1.10. Attempted s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 

 

Coldham and OôBrien also attempted the asymmetric lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 using 

cyclohexyl diamine ligand (R,R)-29 which had displayed high enantioselectivity for the 

lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (Scheme 1.11).35,36 Lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 with 

s-BuLi/(R,R)-29 and trapping with Me3SiCl provided 2-silyl adduct (S)-12 in only 13% yield 

in 90:10 er. Comparison of this result with the 8% yield of (S)-12 obtained by Beak and 

Kerrick with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine (see Scheme 1.10), shows that the s-BuLi/(R,R)-29 

complex was more reactive and provided marginally higher enantioselectivity. However, the 

lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 with s-BuLi/(R,R)-29 still did not provide a synthetically 

useful method of preparing enantioenriched 2-substituted piperidines. 

Scheme 1.11. Asymmetric lithiation-trapping of N-Boc piperidine and N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 10 with s-BuLi/( R,R)-29 

 

Later, OôBrien reattempted the asymmetric lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 using s-

BuLi/(+)-sparteine surrogate 17. This afforded 2-silyl piperidine (R)-12 in good 73% yield 

with moderate 86:14 er (Scheme 1.12).31 In contrast to the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of 
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N-Boc piperidine 10, the s-BuLi/(+)-sparteine surrogate lithiation gives a greatly improved 

yield which can be attributed to the more reactive s-BuLi/(+)-17 lithiating complex.  

Scheme 1.12. s-BuLi/(+) -sparteine surrogate 17 lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 

 

The OôBrien group have also presented a catalytic two-ligand enantioselective lithiation of 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, using the combination of a sub-stoichiometric amount of chiral ligand 

(ï)-sparteine or (+)-17 and stoichiometric quantities of achiral diamine di-i-Pr bispidine 30.37 

The presence of the achiral diamine allows the (ï)-sparteine or (+)-17-complexed lithiated 

intermediate to exchange ligands with di-i-Pr bispidine 30, freeing the chiral ligand to carry 

out further lithiation cycles. Importantly, s-BuLi/di-i-Pr bispidine 30 has a slower rate of 

lithiation than s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine or s-BuLi/(+)-17, meaning that the chiral ligand lithiates 

the majority of the starting material, which gives the product in high er. Use of s-BuLi with 

0.2 eq. of either (ï)-sparteine or (+)-17 and 1.2 eq. of di-i-Pr bispidine 30 to lithiate N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 and trapping with Me3SiCl gave 2-silyl pyrrolidines (S)- and (R)-11 in 76% 

and 66% yields respectively with er varying between 90:10 and 96:4 (Scheme 1.13). 

Scheme 1.13. Catalytic two-ligand s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine/di-i-Pr bispidine 30 and s-

BuLi/(+) -17/di-i-Pr bispidine 30 lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

  

The lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 using the chiral ligands (ï)-sparteine and (+)-17 has 

also been carried out in THF solvent.31 Earlier work by OôBrien indicated that the THF can 

act as ligand allowing racemic lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (see Scheme 1.5) and 

therefore it was uncertain whether enantioenrichment would be observed with the chiral 
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diamines. When the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was conducted with s-BuLi/(ï)-

sparteine in THF, trapped products syn- and anti-31 were obtained as near-racemates 

(Scheme 1.14). When the same reaction was conducted using s-BuLi/(+)-17, the trapped 

adducts syn and anti-31 were obtained in 95:5 er.  

Scheme 1.14. s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine and s-BuLi/(+) -17 lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

in THF solvent 

 

By using 13C and 6Li NMR spectroscopy, OôBrien noted that over 3.0 eq. of (ï)-sparteine 

were required for the (ï)-sparteine to displace the THF coordinated to the alkyllithium. This 

is likely the reason that s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation in THF provides only racemic product 

as the alkyllithium is preferentially coordinated to THF. On the other hand, addition of 1.0 

eq. of (+)-17 resulted in formation of a complex where the alkyllithium in coordinated to 

both (+)-17 and a molecule of THF. This means that enantioselective lithiation will occur 

with 1.0 eq. of (+)-17 and is why an asymmetric s-BuLi/(+)-17 lithiation can be carried out 

in THF. 
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1.2.2. 4-Substituted N-Boc piperidines  

Several examples of the synthesis of 2,4-disubstituted N-Boc piperidines using Ŭ-lithiation-

trapping chemistry have also been described.25,38ï40 Beak and Lee reported the Ŭ-lithiation-

trapping reactions of 4-phenyl, 4-t-Bu and 4-ketal substituted N-Boc piperidines 32, 33 and 

34.38 Lithiation of substituted piperidines 32, 33 and 34 with s-BuLi/TMEDA followed by 

trapping with MeI or Me2SO4 afforded methylated piperidines cis-35, cis-36 and 37 in good 

(71-83%) yield (Scheme 1.15). It was noted that the products of the lithiation-trapping 

reactions of 4-phenyl and 4-t-Bu piperidines 32 and 33 were both obtained as cis 

diastereoisomers. This diastereoselectivity arises from the preference for equatorial Ŭ-

lithiation which allows the CIPE to occur. In these 4-substituted piperidines, the equatorial 

Ŭ-proton will be cis to the C4-substituent as this places the substituent in an energetically 

favoured equatorial position. Trapping then occurs with retention of the stereochemistry so 

only the cis diastereomer was obtained. 

Scheme 1.15. Lithiation-trapping of 4-substituted N-Boc piperidines with rationale for 

the cis selectivity observed  

 

Knochel et al. have also prepared a range of different 2,4-disubstituted piperidines using a 

diastereoselective cross-coupling reaction between aryl iodides and substituted piperidinyl-

zinc reagents, prepared by Ŭ-lithiation-transmetallation.39 The Ŭ-arylation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidines using Ŭ-lithiation-transmetalation and cross-coupling was reported earlier by 

Campos.41 Using this methodology, Knochel et al. prepared a variety of 2-arylated 

piperidines using a selection of 4-substituted piperidines including 4-methyl, 4-phenyl and 

4-OTIPS N-Boc piperidines 38, 32 and 39. Zincation of these N-Boc piperidines with s-

BuLi/TMEDA then ZnCl2 and subsequent Negishi coupling with RuPhos or SPhos with 4-
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CF3 substituted aryl iodide provided 2,4-disubstituted piperidines cis-40-42 in good to 

moderate yield (81-64%) and very good 97:3-95:5 drs (Scheme 1.16).  

Scheme 1.16. Diastereoselective cross-coupling of 4-substituted piperidines 38, 32 and 

39  

 

Knochel suggested that the cis diastereoselectivity observed in the 2-aryl piperidines cis-40-

42 was likely introduced during the lithiation of the piperidine substrates, as observed with 

Beakôs work (see Scheme 1.15). In the same communication, the synthesis of trans-2,6-

disubstituted piperidine 44 by zincation and cross-coupling of 2-methyl N-Boc piperidine 43 

was also attempted. However, none of the expected product trans-44 was obtained. Instead, 

2,5-disubstituted piperidine trans-45 was isolated in 90% yield (Scheme 1.17). It was 

rationalised that ɓ-hydride elimination of the organopalladium intermediate occurs. The 

PhPdL2H complex that is formed, remains bound to the same side of the tetrahydropyridinyl 

ring and syn addition occurs which places the Pd at the less sterically hindered C-5 position. 

Reductive elimination would then afford the observed 2,5-disubstituted piperidine trans-45.  

Scheme 1.17. 1,2-Migration of Pd in the cross-coupling of 2-methyl N-Boc piperidine 

43 
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The asymmetric lithiation-trapping reactions of 4-phenyl and 4-ketal piperidines have been 

reported but both offered trapped products in only moderate yield and er.36 The lithiation of 

the 4-substituted piperidines was conducted with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine and s-BuLi/(R,R)-29,  

which Coldham and OôBrien had found provided the best enantioselectivity for the lithiation 

of N-Boc piperidine 10 (see Scheme 1.11). Lithiation of 4-phenyl N-Boc piperidine 32 and 

subsequent Me3SiCl trapping provided only a 6% yield of the 2-silyl 4-phenyl piperidine 

cis-46 in a moderate 78:22 er. The same lithiation-trapping of 4-ketal N-Boc piperidine 34 

provided none of the trapped silyl adduct 47 (Scheme 1.18). When the reactions were 

repeated with the more reactive s-BuLi/(R,R)-27 complex, 2-silyl piperidines 46 and 47 were 

obtained in improved 48% and 53% yields. The er of trapped products was variable, with 2-

silyl 4-phenyl piperidine cis-46 obtained in 87:13 er and 2-silyl 4-ketal piperidine 47 

obtained almost as a racemate (47:53 er). 

Scheme 1.18. Asymmetric lithiation-trapping reactions of 4-phenyl and 4-ketal N-Boc 

piperidines 32 and 34 

 

Trapped adducts cis-46 and 47 were obtained in significantly higher yield than 2-silyl 

piperidine 12, obtained by the lithiation-trapping of N-Boc piperidine 10 using the same 

conditions (13% yield, see Scheme 1.10). This suggested that these two 4-substituted 

piperidines have a higher reactivity than that of N-Boc piperidine 10. Competition 

experiments with 4-phenyl piperidine 32 and N-Boc piperidine 10 have also indicated that 

the lithiation of 4-phenyl piperidine 32 is more facile.40 

The Ŭ-lithiation-trapping of 4-chloro N-Boc piperidine 48 was first reported by Beak in 1994 

to synthesise bicyclic heterocycles.42 Lithiation of 4-chloro N-Boc piperidine 48 with 2 eq. 

s-BuLi/TMEDA for 8 h and subsequent quenching of the reaction provided [3.1.0] 

azabicycle 49 in 75% yield (Scheme 1.19). When an electrophile was added after the 

lithiation, a 2-substituted bicyclic pyrolidine was obtained. For example, the addition of 

Bu3SnCl after lithiation afforded 2-stannyl bicycle 50 in 70% yield. The mechanism for the 

bicycle formation likely involves intramolecular cyclisation of the lithiated intermediate 51, 
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which undergoes further lithiation to provide lithiated bicycle 52. If the lithiation is then 

quenched, bicyclic pyrrolidine 49 is generated, whereas if an electrophile such as Bu3SnCl 

is added, a 2-trapped adduct such as 50 is formed. Similar syntheses of bicyclic heterocycles 

have been reported via lithiation of 4-O-nosyl and 4-O-tosyl N-Boc piperidines.34,43 

Scheme 1.19. Bicycle formation via lithiation -trapping of 4-chloro N-Boc piperidine 48 

 

Rayner et al. used the Ŭ-lithiation-trapping of 4-chloro N-Boc piperidine 48 to prepare 

enantiopure chiral sulfoxides which could then be converted into enantiopure Grignard 

reagents.44 The s-BuLi/(R,R)-29 lithiation of 4-chloro piperidine 48 and trapping with 

enantiopure sulfinate (SS)-53 afforded (R,R,Ss)-54 in 51% yield and 99:1 er and (S,S,SS)-54 

in 25% yield and 87:13 er (Scheme 1.20). Sulfoxide/Mg exchange of (R,R,SS)-54 formed 

Grignard (R,R)-55 which when trapped with ClCO2Me provided ester (S,R)-56 in 89% yield 

and 99:1 er. 

Scheme 1.20. Chiral Grignard preparation via synthesis of chiral sulfoxides 
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1.2.3. N-Boc piperazines 

There are many examples of racemic Ŭ-lithiation-trapping reactions of N-Boc piperazines in 

the literature.25,45ï50 The first of these was reported by Van den Hoogenband and Van 

Maarseveen in 2005, where Nô-Bn and Nô-Me N-Boc piperazines 57 and 58 were lithiated 

with s-BuLi/TMEDA and then trapped with Me3SiCl and Bu3SnCl.51 Trapping after 

lithiation with Bu3SnCl provided both the Nô-Bn and Nô-Me stannanes 61 and 62 in good 

71% and 82% yields respectively. The trapping of lithiated Nô-Bn piperazine 57 with 

Me3SiCl also provided the desired 2-silyl piperidine 59 in a good 68% yield. However, when 

Nô-Me piperazine 58 was subjected to lithiation and trapping with Me3SiCl, the desired 2-

silyl piperazine 60 was obtained in only 5% yield (Scheme 1.21).  

Scheme 1.21. Lithiation-trapping of Nô-Bn piperazine 57 and Nô-Me piperazine 58 

 

No explanation was offered as to why the 2-silyl piperazine 60 was obtained in such low 

yield. However, in a recent paper, OôBrien et al. repeated the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation and 

Me3SiCl trapping of Nô-Me piperazine 58.50 In their hands, none of the desired 2-silyl 

piperazine product 60 was obtained. Instead, a mixture of fragmentation products 63 and 64 

were obtained (Scheme 1.22). 

Scheme 1.22. Repeated lithiation -trapping of Nô-Me piperazine 58 by OôBrien et al. 

 

OôBrien encountered this piperazine fragmentation in earlier work and proposed that the 

fragmentation occurs as the distal nitrogen reacts with the electrophile, generating an 

ammonium intermediate 65 (Scheme 1.23).52 Subsequent ɓ-elimination and cleavage of the 

weak N-Si bond during work-up would provide a vinylic carbamate as observed for the 

repeated lithiation-trapping of Nô-Me piperazine 63 in Scheme 1.22. A subsequent vinylic 
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lithiation and Me3SiCl trapping of intermediate 63 would also account for the additional 

fragmentation product 64 observed. 

Scheme 1.23. Proposed mechanism of Nô-Me piperazine 58 fragmentation   

 

This mechanism may also explain why the same fragmentation is not observed for the 

lithiation and Me3SiCl trapping of Nô-Bn piperazine 57. The greater steric bulk on the distal 

nitrogen afforded by the Bn group could perturb the attack of the distal nitrogen onto the 

bulky Me3SiCl electrophile, meaning that fragmentation can not occur. The high yield 

obtained for the Bu3SnCl trapped Nô-Me piperazine 59 in Scheme 1.21 may arise from the 

relative rates of Bu3SnCl and Me3SiCl trapping. Unpublished work by the OôBrien group 

has found that trapping with Bu3SnCl is rapid53 whereas trapping reactions with 

chlorosilanes are known to be slow and work in this thesis has also confirmed this.54ï56 

Therefore, it is possible that with Bu3SnCl the trapping process is faster than fragmentation 

so the desired 2-substituted piperazine is obtained. With the slow Me3SiCl trapping, the 

fragmentation may be faster than trapping so only products of the fragmentation are 

obtained. 

To date, there have only been two reports of the asymmetric lithiation-trapping reactions of 

an N-Boc piperazines. McDermott at AstraZeneca reported the lithiation of Nô-t-Bu N-Boc 

piperazine 66 with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine followed by trapping with CO2 which afforded 

enantioenriched carboxylic acid (R)-67.57 The crude acid was subsequently coupled with 

benzyl piperazine which provided amide (R)-68 in 48% yield and 89:11 er (Scheme 1.24). 

Scheme 1.24. Asymmetric lithiation-trapping of Nô-t-Bu N-Boc piperazine 66  
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More recently, OôBrien et al. have reported the asymmetric lithiation-trapping of piperazines 

with a wide range of different substituents on the distal nitrogen.52 They initially performed 

lithiation-trapping reactions of Nô-Bn N-Boc piperazine 57 with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine and s-

BuLi/(+)-sparteine surrogate 17. However, for each of the lithiation-trapping reactions 

significant amounts of piperazine fragmentation occurred, as described in Scheme 1.22. As 

discussed earlier, they suggested that a bulkier substituent on the distal nitrogen would 

prevent this fragmentation by preventing the attack of the distal nitrogen onto the 

electrophile (see Scheme 1.23). Therefore, OôBrien et al. used a bulkier and enantiopure Nô 

Ŭ-methyl benzyl piperazine (S)-69 which both prevented the fragmentation and introduced 

an additional stereocentre to the substrate. This additional stereocentre meant after the 

asymmetric lithiation-trapping the products were formed as diastereomers that can be more 

easily separated. The Ŭ-methyl benzyl substituent can also be removed readily with Ŭ-

chloroethyl chloroformate allowing further functionalisation of the distal nitrogen after the 

lithiation-trapping.58 Lithiation of Nô-Ŭ-methyl benzyl piperazine (S)-69 with s-BuLi/(+)-17 

and trapping with a range of electrophiles provided 2-substituted piperazines 70-75 in 

moderate to good 31%-94% yield and excellent to moderate dr (Scheme 1.25). 

Scheme 1.25. Lithiation-trapping of Nô Ŭ-methyl benzyl piperazine (S)-69 
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1.2.4. N-Boc morpholines 

To date, the Ŭ-lithiation of only one N-Boc morpholine has been reported in the literature.59 

Bicyclic N-Boc morpholine 76 was subjected by Lautens to an enantioselective 

desymmetrisation using s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine, providing chiral trisubstituted azepane 78 

(Scheme 1.26). At a reaction temperature of ï78 °C, azepane 78 was obtained in 46% yield 

and a moderate 73:27 er; at lower temperature (ï105 °C), azepane 78 was obtained in 

improved yield and er (60%, 80:20 er). Lautens suggests that the mechanism of this reaction 

occurs via formation of a 2-lithio azepane intermediate 77 which then eliminates to form 

ring opened azepane 78. 

Scheme 1.26. Enantioselective desymmetrization of N-Boc morpholine 76 

 

The only other Ŭ-lithiation of a morpholine that has been reported is the lithiation of N-

benzoyl morpholine 79 with LDA.60 After lithiation, the reaction was quenched with 

NH4Cl(aq) which provided ring opened alcohol 80 in 80% yield (Scheme 1.27). The 

mechanism for the ring opening is likely to be the same as that for the bicyclic morpholine 

in Scheme 1.26, where the Ŭ-lithiation is followed by an elimination that forms ring-opened 

alcohol 80. Typically, strong alkyllithium bases such as s-BuLi are required to remove the 

Ŭ-proton but in this case, the weaker LDA base is sufficient.  

Scheme 1.27. LDA/THF lithiation of N-benzoyl morpholine 79 
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1.2.5. Bicyclic N-Boc pyrrolidines 

The Ŭ-lithiation-trapping reactions of bicyclic pyrrolidines has become more common, with 

many examples now available in the literature. One of the first Ŭ-lithiation-trapping reactions 

of a bicyclic N-Boc heterocycle was reported by Krow in 2002 in order to synthesise 

compounds to allow the study of conformational effects on collagen stablity.61 [2.1.1]-Aza 

bicycle 81 was subjected to lithiation with s-BuLi/TMEDA followed by trapping with 

ClCO2Me (Scheme 1.28). Lithiation of bicycle 81 can lead to the formation of two 

regioisomers, as it is possible to deprotonate either the methylene or bridgehead Ŭ-proton. 

When lithiation-trapping of 81 was conducted at ï78 °C, a 43:57 mixture of regioisomers 82 

and 83 was obtained in an 81% combined yield. However, lithiation-trapping at 0 °C 

provided exclusive formation of regioisomer 82 in 70% yield. 

Scheme 1.28. Lithiation-trapping of bicyclic pyrrolidine 81    

 

Krow revisited the regioselectivity of the Ŭ-lithiation of bicyclic pyrrolidine 81 in a 

subsequent computational investigation of the regioselectivity.62 The computational 

modelling suggested that the energy barrier for rotamer interconversion is low at 0 °C, so 

rapid rotamer conversion occurs. This means exclusive deprotonation of the more acidic and 

kinetically preferred Ŭ-proton at the bridgehead occurs. On the other hand, at ï78 °C, the 

rotamer interconversion is slow thus the regioselectivity observed reflects the ratio of the 

rotamers. The Ŭ-lithiation of each rotamer occurs more readily than the interconversion of 

rotamers. Hence, a 43:57 mixture of regioisomers 82 and 83 is observed. 

Researchers at AstraZeneca have also presented the Ŭ-lithiation-trapping of a similar but 

symmetrical bicyclic N-Boc pyrrolidine, in the development of a synthesis towards a potent 

glyT1 uptake inhibitor.63 The Ŭ-lithiation-trapping of bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 was conducted 

with s-BuLi/TMEDA followed by trapping with a range of electrophiles including CO2, 

DMF, MeI and Weinreb amide 89. The trapped adducts 85-88 were obtained in 53-90% 

yield (Scheme 1.29). 



 

 
20 

 

Scheme 1.29. Lithiation-trapping of bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 

 

Using this Ŭ-lithiation methodology, 28 g of glyT1 uptake inhibitor 90 was synthesised in 

28% overall yield from bicyclic N-Boc pyrrolidine 84 via a five-step synthesis (Scheme 

1.30). s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 and trapping with imine 91 

provided intermediate (R,R)-92 in 50% yield and was conducted on a ~200 g scale. 

Subsequent hydrolysis of the sulfinamide 92 provided primary amine 93 in quantitative 

yield. Amide formation with 2,6-dimethylbenzoyl chloride and Boc group cleavage with 

HCl provided secondary amine 94, which was then subjected to Eschweiler-Clarke 

methylation to provide the desired inhibitor 90.  

Scheme 1.30. Five-step synthesis of glyT1 uptake inhibitor 90 
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The Ŭ-lithiation-trapping of bicyclic 3,4-disubstituted N-Boc pyrrolidines was first reported 

by Johnson and Beak in 2002.4 The asymmetric s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiations of three 3,4-

disubstituted N-Boc pyrrolidines syn-95, syn-96 and syn-97 were investigated. For each of 

the disubstituted pyrrolidines, Me3SiCl was used to trap the lithiated intermediate. These 

lithiation-trapping reactions afforded 2,3,4-trisubstituted pyrrolidines syn-anti-98-100 in 

moderate 46-50% yield in good dr and variable er (Scheme 1.31). 

Scheme 1.31. s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation-trapping of 3,4-disubstituted N-Boc 

pyrrolidines syn-95, syn-96 and syn-97 

 

For the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine-mediated asymmetric deprotonation of pyrrolidines syn-95-97, 

the pro-S proton is removed as expected when using s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine, as discussed in 

Section 1.2.1. Interestingly, the er varies significantly between the three substrates, with the 

trapped adduct syn-anti-98 having the highest 87:13 er. By the addition of only a double 

bond on the cyclohexane ring, this er is eroded to 73:27. Diphenyl pyrrolidine syn-anti-100 

was formed in only 58:42 er. The ers observed indicate that the substrate has significant 

control over the enantioselectivity of the lithiation reaction. High drs were observed for all 



 

 
22 

 

three of the 2,3,4-trisubstituted pyrrolidine products 98-100; this is reasonable as it will be 

favourable to have the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiating complex attacking the proton anti to 

the cyclohexyl ring to minimise steric interactions.  

Beak and Johnson also carried out the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation and Me3SiCl trapping 

of C2-symmetric N-Boc pyrrolidine anti-97. This lithiation-trapping reaction afforded 2,3,4-

trisubstituted N-Boc pyrrolidine anti-anti-100 in >95:5 dr and high 78% yield (Scheme 

1.32). 

Scheme 1.32. s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation-trapping of 3,4-disubstituted N-Boc 

pyrrolidine anti-97 

 

For the lithiation-trapping of anti-97, the Ŭ-nitrogen selectivity is reversed and pro-R 

deprotonation, which is usually a higher energy process for s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine, occurred 

giving product anti-anti-100. For a pro-S deprotonation of anti-97, the phenyl substituent 

and s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine complex would need to be on the same face; these steric 

interactions may be significant enough to stop this occurring (Scheme 1.33.a). Alternatively, 

and more likely in our opinion, the selectivity observed in this reaction may arise from the 

trapping reaction with Me3SiCl, where pro-S deprotonation of anti-97 does occur, giving the 

lithiated intermediate anti-syn-101 that would be expected with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine. If 

Me3SiCl trapping is slow or non-occurring, warming the reaction after adding the 

electrophile could lead to the lithiated intermediate becoming configurationally unstable 

before it is trapped. This would allow a dynamic kinetic resolution to be established where 

only the lithiated intermediate anti-anti-101 is trapped, giving trapped the product anti-anti-

100 in the high dr observed (Scheme 1.33.b). 
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Scheme 1.33. Possible routes for the reversed selectivity observed for the s-BuLi/(ï)-

sparteine lithiation of anti-97 

 

The racemic and asymmetric Ŭ-lithiation-trapping of another 3,4-disubstituted N-Boc 

pyrrolidine, was investigated by a process development group at Vertex Pharmaceuticals.64 

They proposed a series of disconnections for the blockbuster drug Telaprevir. By cleaving 

amide bonds, the target molecule can be simplified to five small molecular fragments 

(Scheme 1.34).  

Scheme 1.34. Proposed RSA for Telaprevir 

 

They noted that the 2,3,4-trisubstituted pyrrolidine fragment 102 could be synthesised using 

Ŭ-lithiation chemistry from bicyclic pyrrolidine 103. First, lithiation of bicyclic pyrrolidine 

103 was carried out asymmetrically with both s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine and s-BuLi/(+)-sparteine 

surrogate 17, followed by trapping with CO2. Use of s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine gave 2,3,4-

trisubstituted pyrrolidine 104 in >95% conversion with 96:4 dr and 90:10 er; s-BuLi/(+)-
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sparteine surrogate provided ent-104 in 44% isolated yield with 92:8 dr and 94:6 er (Scheme 

1.35). 

Scheme 1.35. Asymmetric lithiation-trapping of 3,4 disubstituted N-Boc pyrrolidine 

103 

 

The group noted that the use of s-BuLi/(+)-sparteine surrogate 17 did provide promising 

results but decided to opt for a diastereoselective racemic lithiation followed by resolution. 

A racemic synthesis was decided upon due to the uncertainty of the availability of (+)-

sparteine surrogate 17 which is synthesised using a plant-derived starting material (ï)-

cytisine. (ï)-Cytisine has an uncertain supply which was deemed too high a risk for the 

production of the (+)-sparteine surrogate in industrial quantities.  

The racemic lithiation-trapping of bicyclic pyrrolidine 103 with s-BuLi/di-n-Pr bispidine 

105 and CO2 offered a 95:5 diastereomeric mixture of carboxylic acids anti-106 and syn-

106 which were isolated in 86% yield (Scheme 1.36). Bispidine 105 was employed as the 

ligand as optimisation studies showed that this sterically bulkier ligand offered better 

diastereoselectivity and formed fewer side-products in the trapping reaction than less bulky 

ligands such as TMEDA. The lithiation forms product anti-106 preferentially as the less 

sterically hindered proton anti to the pentane ring on the 3- and 4-positions of the pyrrolidine 

ring is presumably easier to lithiate by the bulky s-BuLi/105 complex.  

Scheme 1.36. s-BuLi/bispidine 105 lithiation -trapping of N-Boc pyrrolidine 103 
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Subsequent resolution of the mixture of anti- and syn-106 using a chiral amine furnished the 

desired anti-106 salt in 99:1 er and 100:0 dr in 31% overall yield. After Boc cleavage and 

conversion of the carboxylate to a tert-butyl ester, key Telaprevir fragment 102 was formed 

in 27% overall yield from pyrrolidine 103 in >99.5:0.5 er and dr. This process has been used 

to manufacture 200 kg of this key intermediate. 

The lithiation-trapping of a similar bicyclic N-Boc pyrrolidine 107 with a fused 

cyclopropane ring has also been reported.65 Lithiation of bicyclic pyrrolidine 107 was 

attempted using s-BuLi and diamine ligands TMEDA, di-n-Pr bispidine 105 and (ï)-

sparteine (Scheme 1.37). Use of TMEDA gave a crude product which contained a 77:2:21 

mixture of syn-108, anti-108 and the 2,5-disubstituted adduct 109; the major product syn-

108 was isolated in 69% yield. The use of diamine di-n-Pr bispidine 105 gave only pure syn-

108 which was isolated in 74% yield. The s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 107 followed by trapping with CO2 gave carboxylic acid syn-110 in 32% yield 

and 87:13 er. 

Scheme 1.37. Lithiation-trapping reactions of bicyclic pyrrolidine 107 
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The syn diastereoselectivity of the lithiation was unexpected as the s-BuLi/diamine must 

have attacked the Ŭ-proton on the same face on which the cyclopropyl ring is located. 

However, the conformational differences due to the cyclopropane substituent presumably 

accounts for this. Computational modelling was used to model the lithiated intermediate of 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 107 with the lithium and di-n-Pr bispidine 105. The energies calculated 

indicated that the syn complex was 3.90 kcal mol-1 lower in energy than the respective anti 

complex. However, only the lithiated intermediates have been modelled and the kinetic 

energy barriers for syn and anti lithiation have not been considered. Therefore, these 

calculations will only give an indication of the diastereoselectivity of lithiation if the 

transition state is product-like or if the lithiation is under thermodynamic control, which is 

not likely to be the case at ï78 °C.66 For a more rigorous computational study, modelling of 

the deprotonation by optimisation of ground states and transitions states for the Ŭ-

deprotonation reaction needs to considered. 

The examples presented in this overview of Ŭ-lithiation chemistry show the diversity of N-

Boc heterocycles that can be subjected to Ŭ-functionalisation using Beakôs Ŭ-lithiation-

trapping protocol. This overview has also shown that desired products can be obtained 

enantioselectively or diastereoselectively by simply changing the diamine employed in the 

lithiation. Many of the N-Boc heterocycles included in this review are included in the 

reactivity study detailed in Chapter 2 of this thesis. In many of the examples presented, the 

lithiating conditions are not optimised, and therefore long > 3 h reaction times have been 

used. Previous unpublished work in our group has shown that many of these substrates 

require < 1 h for complete lithiation rather than the several hours used. Knowledge of 

substrate reactivity would be particularly beneficial for large-scale reactions, where the 

maintenance of low temperatures for extended periods of time is not cost-effective. 
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1.3 In situ IR Spectroscopic Studies of Lithiation-Trapping Reactions 

This section explores previous work where in situ IR spectroscopy has been used to monitor 

li thiation and trapping reactions. This has not only allowed determination of the end-point 

of the lithiation and trapping reactions but has been used to elucidate reaction mechanism 

and identify reaction intermediates. 

1.3.1. In situ IR spectroscopic studies of lithiation reactions 

One of the earliest examples of using in situ IR spectroscopy to monitor lithiation Ŭ to a 

heteroatom was reported by Beak and Smith in 1983.11 Amide 111 and s-BuLi were mixed 

in IR stopped flow apparatus and upon mixing, two IR absorptions were detected: the starting 

material amide 111 (ɜC=O = 1650 cm-1) and the prelithiation complex 112 (ɜC=O = 1625 cm-

1) which forms reversibly at the start of the reaction. After mixing, these two absorptions 

disappeared and a new band appeared due to the formation of lithiated intermediate 113 

(ɜC=O = 1588 cm-1) (Scheme 1.38). 

Scheme 1.38. In situ IR stopped flow monitoring of the s-BuLi lithiation of amide 111 

(ɜC=O measured in cyclohexane solvent) 

 

Subsequently in 1984, Smith monitored the lithiation of ketones, including phenyl ketone 

114, with the same IR stopped flow apparatus.67 These lithiations were carried out using s-

BuLi or n-BuLi in non-coordinating hydrocarbon solvents, where most of the alkyllithium 

will exist as aggregates (tetramer for s-BuLi and hexamer for n-BuLi). Immediately after 

mixing phenyl ketone 114 and s-BuLi in cyclohexane solvent, a new band was observed due 

to the reversible formation of prelithiation complex 115, which reacts irreversibly to form 

enolate 116 (Scheme 1.39). Kinetic analysis indicated that in these hydrocarbon solvent 

conditions, both the aggregated and monomeric alkyllithium species are involved in the 

lithiation reaction and the relative importance of each depended on the ketone substrate used 

in the reaction. 
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Scheme 1.39. In situ IR stopped flow monitoring of the s-BuLi lithiation of ketone 114 

 

In 1997, Collum et al. used in situ IR spectroscopy (ReactIRTM) to investigate the LDA-

mediated deprotonation of ester 117 to elucidate how the coordination of LDA changes 

during the enolisation reaction.68 Previous work had shown that LDA exists as a dimeric 

species 118 over a range of LDA and THF concentrations.69,70 Upon addition of ester 117 to 

a solution of LDA/THF in toluene, the ester 117 (ɜC=O = 1727 cm-1) absorbance disappeared 

and an absorbance corresponding to the enolate 119 (ɜC=O = 1646-1664 cm-1) formed over 

the period of the reaction. No prelithiation complex was observed by the ReactIRTM 

apparatus during the course of the LDA/THF-mediated lithiation. However, when 

LDA/Et2O lithiating conditions were used, an absorption due to prelithiation complex 120 

(ɜC=O = 1703 cm-1) was observed (Scheme 1.40).68 Further kinetic analysis indicated that di-

solvated LDA monomers (i-Pr2NLi(THF)2·117) were the reactive lithiating species for the 

LDA/THF-mediated lithiation of esters such as 117.71 

Scheme 1.40. ReactIRTM  monitored LDA/THF enolisation of ester 117 

 

The first ReactIRTM monitored Ŭ-lithiation reaction of an N-Boc substrate was reported by 

Beak in 2001.72 The n-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine-mediated lithiation of N-Boc allylamine (E)-121 
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in toluene at ï73 °C was monitored using ReactIRTM equipment to investigate the kinetics 

and mechanism of the reaction. Upon addition of n-BuLi to a premixed solution of (E)-121 

and (ï)-sparteine in toluene, an absorbance assigned to (E)-121 (ɜC=O = 1695 cm-1) rapidly 

decreased as the starting material (E)-121 was consumed. Meanwhile, an absorption for the 

lithiated intermediate 124 (ɜC=O = 1640 cm-1) grew in at a slower rate. A third absorbance 

peak was also observed during the reaction at 1675 cm-1, which increased in absorbance on 

the addition of n-BuLi and decreased in intensity for the duration of the reaction and this 

was assigned to the ɜC=O of the prelithiation complex 123 (Scheme 1.41). The presence of a 

prelithiation complex for the alkyllithium/diamine lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was 

previously identified by mechanistic work carried out by Beak and Gallagher (see Scheme 

1.9).32 

Scheme 1.41. ReactIRTM monitored n-BuLi/ (ï)-sparteine lithiation of allylamine (E)-

121 (ɜC=O measured in toluene solvent) 

 

More recently, the OôBrien group has monitored the asymmetric lithiation of N-Boc 

piperidine 10 using s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine and s-BuLi/(+)-sparteine surrogate 17 by 

ReactIRTM.31 N-Boc piperidine 10 and (ï)-sparteine were combined in MTBE at ï70 °C and 

a peak at 1696 cm-1 was observed and assigned to N-Boc piperidine 10. Upon addition of s-

BuLi, two more peaks were observed at 1675 cm-1 and 1644 cm-1 and assigned to 

prelithiation complex 125 and lithiated intermediate 126 respectively. After a 6 h lithiation, 

a ~45:45:10 mixture of starting reagent 10, prelithiation complex 125 and lithiated 

intermediate 126 was obtained (Scheme 1.42). This mirrored the ~8% yield of trapped 

product (S)-12 previously reported by Beak et al. (see Scheme 1.10).34 On the other hand, 

the ReactIRTM monitored s-BuLi/(+)-sparteine surrogate 17 lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 

10 provided a much faster lithiation (< 6 h) which was consistent with the high yields of 

trapped adducts obtained (see Scheme 1.12). 
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Scheme 1.42. ReactIRTM monitored s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 

10 (ɜC=O measured in MTBE solvent) 

 

Coldham and OôBrien have also used ReactIRTM monitoring to find optimal reaction 

conditions for the lithiations of 2-substituted N-Boc heterocycles such as 2-phenyl 

pyrrolidine 127 and 2-phenyl piperidine 129.73 For 2-phenyl pyrrolidine 127, the lithiation 

was initially attempted with n-BuLi/THF at ï78 °C. ReactIRTM analysis showed that the 

initial lithiation was fast with the pyrrolidine 127 (ɜC=O = 1696 cm-1) absorbance decreasing 

concurrently with a new absorbance arising due to the formation of quaternary lithiated 

intermediate 128 (ɜC=O = 1644 cm-1). However, after two minutes the reaction stalled at 

~40% lithiation. No further lithiation takes place due to the extremely slow interconversion 

of rotamers 127a and 127b at ï78 °C and the fact that n-BuLi/THF is not reactive enough to 

lithiate rotamer 127a. When the lithiation was repeated at 0 °C, interconversion of the 

rotamers 127a and 127b did occur and complete lithiation was achieved in 2 minutes 

(Scheme 1.43). 

Scheme 1.43. ReactIR TM  monitored n-BuLi/THF lithiation of 2 -phenyl N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 127 (ɜC=O measured in THF solvent) 

 

Similarly, the n-BuLi/THF lithiation of 2-phenyl N-Boc piperidine 129 was also monitored 

at ï78 °C. In this case, complete formation of lithiated intermediate 130 was achieved within 

2 minutes (Scheme 1.44). Evidently, the rotamer interconversion for 2-phenyl piperidine 129 
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was much faster at ï78 °C than that of 2-phenyl pyrrolidine 127. VT-NMR spectroscopic 

studies confirmed this finding, indicating a substantial difference in the energy barriers for 

rotamer interconversion of 2-phenyl pyrrolidine 127 and piperidine 129 (~64.5 and ~ 50.0 

kJ mol-1 respectively). 

Scheme 1.44. ReactIRTM  monitored n-BuLi/THF lithiation of 2 -phenyl N-Boc 

piperidine 129 (ɜC=O measured in THF solvent) 

  

Coldham has also used ReactIRTM to find optimal reaction conditions for the lithiation of N-

Boc tetrahydroisoquinoline 131.74 A range of solvents was investigated including Et2O, THF 

and toluene and two different alkyllithiums were trialled (n-BuLi and s-BuLi). The reactions 

were also attempted with or without TMEDA. It was found that the lithiation temperature 

was key. At ï78 °C, incomplete lithiation was observed due to the slow interconversion of 

rotamers. However, at ï50 °C, rotamer interconversion was fast enough for complete 

lithiation of 131 to occur. Coldham found that the optimal lithiating conditions required n-

BuLi/THF at ï50 °C for < 5 min. The choice of alkyllithium is also important as the use of 

n-BuLi ensured the regioselectivity Ŭ to nitrogen and the phenyl ring. Using these optimal 

conditions and trapping with Me3SiCl, the desired 2-substituted tetrahydroisoquinoline 132 

was obtained in 74% yield (Scheme 1.45). 

Scheme 1.45. Lithiation-trapping of tetrahydroisoquinoline 131 using optimised 

conditions (ɜC=O measured in THF solvent) 

 

More recently, Coldham has reported the lithiation-trapping of 2-phenyl azepane 133 and 

used ReactIRTM monitoring to find optimal conditions for the Ŭ-lithiation reaction.75 As 

observed with other 2-phenyl N-Boc heterocycles, the rotamer interconversion resulted in 

incomplete lithiation at low temperature (ï78 °C) (see Schemes 1.43 and 1.45). When the 
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lithiation was conducted at ï5 °C, complete lithiation was observed within 3 min. These 

optimised conditions allowed the efficient synthesis of 2,2-dibsutituted azepanes, such as 

134-136 in good yield (Scheme 1.46). 

Scheme 1.46. Lithiation-trapping of 2-phenyl N-Boc azepane 133 

 

The examples presented show that ReactIRTM is a powerful tool that can provide mechanistic 

information and can allow determination of optimised reaction conditions for lithiation 

reactions Additionally, ReactIRTM can help to diagnose problematic lithiations where little 

or no lithiation is observed, for example where slow rotamer conversion prohibits lithiation. 

ReactIRTM is a particularly valuable method for monitoring organolithium reactions as the 

in situ nature of the technique means that the water sensitivity of the organolithium reagents 

and the low temperatures (ï78 °C) that are typically required do not pose a problem. For 

these reasons, the ReactIRTM monitoring of Ŭ-lithiation reactions of substrates has now 

become widespread. Some other substrates whose Ŭ-lithiations reactions have been 

monitored by ReactIRTM include N-Boc piperazines 137,50,52 N-Boc dimethylamine 138,76 

ester 13977 and urea 14078 (Figure 1.4).  

 

Figure 1.4. Substrates whose Ŭ-lithiation reactions were monitored with ReactIRTM  
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1.3.2. In situ ReactIRTM  spectroscopic studies of the trapping reactions of lithiated 

intermediates 

Currently, there have only been a handful of examples where the trapping reaction of a 

lithiated intermediate has been monitored using in situ ReactIRTM. The first of these was 

reported by Yamamoto in 2008, where ReactIRTM was used to elucidate the mechanism of 

the oxidative decarboxylation of bicyclic carboxylates.79 Phenyl ester 141 (ɜC=O = 1763 cm-

1) was treated with LDA at ï78 °C which rapidly formed the lithium enolate 142 (ɜC=O = 

1702 cm-1). Upon the addition of PhNO, the rapid trapping (< 1 min) of enolate 142 was 

observed and a new absorption corresponding to the spirocyclic intermediate 144 (ɜC=O = 

1763 cm-1) was detected (which occurs via 143). When the reaction was warmed to ï20 °C, 

absorbance for intermediate 144 decayed as the fragmentation of 144 occurred. Two 

additional absorptions appeared and increased in intensity as this fragmentation occurred. 

These two new absorbances were assigned to the phenyl imine isomers 145 (ɜC=N = 1695, 

1679 cm-1) that are formed during the fragmentation (Scheme 1.47).  

Scheme 1.47. ReactIRTM  monitored lithiation -trapping of phenyl ester 141 and in situ 

rearrangement to form imine 145 (ɜC=O measured in THF solvent) 

 

A combined in situ IR and online NMR spectroscopic study of the lithiation and trapping 

reaction of benzimidazole 146 has been reported by a process development group at Pfizer.80 

The reaction involved the LDA/THF-mediated lithiation of benzimidazole 146 followed by 

nucleophilic addition of the generated organolithium into pyridinium triflate salt 148. The 

product, dihydropyridone 150, is of interest as it is a precursor to an active pharmaceutical 

ingredient (API) 151, reported previously by Pfizer.81 Unfortunately, the desired product 
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dihydropyridone 150 was only isolated in 50-60% yield with 30-40% of starting material 

146 recovered (Scheme 1.48). Therefore, it was decided to monitor the reaction progress 

using ReactIRTM and NMR spectroscopy to attempt to find the cause of the disappointing 

yields.  

Scheme 1.48. ReactIRTM  and NMR monitored LDA/THF lithiation of benzimidazole 

146 and nucleophilic addition into pyridinium triflate 148 

 

The ReactIRTM monitoring of the lithiation of benzimidazole 146 indicated that complete 

lithiation had occurred. This lithiation was performed at a range of temperatures between ï

40 to ï10 °C and complete conversion occurred at each temperature. This indicated that 

lithiation of 146 was not the reason for the poor yield of 150. Next, the stability of lithiated 

intermediate 147 was investigated. Lithiated intermediate 147 was incubated at temperatures 

between ï40 and ï10 °C for 5.5 h and only small amounts of degradation were observed, 

indicating that intermediate 147 was stable at these temperatures. Finally, the nucleophilic 

addition of 147 into pyridinium triflate 148 was monitored by ReactIRTM and online NMR 

spectroscopy. After addition of triflate 148, an absorption for the desired enol ether product 

149 appeared along with the reappearance of starting material 146. This indicated that triflate 

148 could act as a proton source allowing the quenching of intermediate 147, thus giving a 

mixture of the desired product 150 and starting material 146. Further kinetic studies 

indicated similar reaction rates for formation of trapped product 149 and quenching of 
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intermediate 147. It was concluded that these similar rates of reaction would make it difficult 

for higher yields of the desired product 150 to be achieved. 

The OôBrien group used in situ IR spectroscopy to monitor a one-pot lithiation, 

transmetallation and Negishi coupling of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, allowing the generation of Ŭ-

arylated products such as (R)-127.82 To synthesise Ŭ-arylated pyrrolidine (R)-127, N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 was lithiated with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine, underwent transmetallation with ZnCl2 

and then was subjected to Negishi coupling with bromobenzene. This afforded Ŭ-arylated 

product (R)-127 in a good 82% yield with excellent 96:4 er (Scheme 1.49).  

Scheme 1.49. ReactIRTM monitored s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation, transmetallation 

and Negishi coupling of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (ɜC=O measured in MTBE solvent) 

 

The ReactIRTM monitoring indicated that the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-Boc  

pyrrolidine 9 required 1 h for complete lithiation at ï78 °C. During the lithiation, absorptions 

were observed for N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (ɜC=O = 1697 cm-1), the prelithiation, complex (ɜC=O 

= 1675 cm-1) and lithiated intermediate (S)-23 (ɜC=O = 1644 cm-1). After lithiation was 

complete, the addition of ZnCl2 led to little change in the IR spectra but when the reaction 

was warmed to ï20 °C a new peak (ɜC=O = 1653 cm-1) was observed and assigned to an 

organozinc species (RZnCl, R2Zn or R3ZnLi). When the Negishi coupling reagents were 

added, another new signal was observed and assigned to arylated pyrrolidine (R)-127 (ɜC=O 

= 1702 cm-1). 

Aggarwal et al. have used ReactIRTM to monitor the enantioretentive lithiation-trapping 

reactions of enantioenriched benzoate (R)-152.83 Lithiation of benzoate (R)-152 with s-

BuLi/TMEDA formed configurationally stable lithiated intermediate (R)-153. When 

intermediate (R)-153 was trapped with ClCO2Me, trapped adduct (R)-154 was obtained with 

good stereoretention (96:4 er). However, when the lithiation-trapping was repeated with 

Me3SiCl, stereoretention was poor with (R)-155 obtained in only 60:40 er (Scheme 1.50).  
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Scheme 1.50. Enantioretentive Ŭ-lithiation -trapping of benzoate (R)-152 (ɜC=O 

measured in MTBE solvent) 

 

It was suggested the poor stereoretention observed for Me3SiCl-trapped adduct (R)-155 may 

result from a slow trapping reaction which allowed time for the erosion of stereochemistry 

of lithiated intermediate (R)-153 to occur via configurational instability. To validate this 

hypothesis, the lithiation of (R)-152 and trapping reactions with Me3SiCl and ClCO2Me were 

monitored by ReactIRTM. The ReactIRTM indicated that s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of (R)-

152 (ɜC=O = 1680 cm-1) was rapid with complete formation of lithiated intermediate (R)-153 

(ɜC=O = 1585 cm-1) requiring only 5 min. Upon addition of ClCO2Me to lithiated intermediate 

(R)-153, a fast trapping reaction was observed and complete trapping occurred within 5 min. 

However, when the reaction was repeated and Me3SiCl was added to intermediate (R)-153, 

a slow trapping reaction was observed and after 1 h, only 50% of (R)-153 had been trapped. 

This evidence suggests that the slow rate of trapping with Me3SiCl may indeed be 

responsible for the poor stereoretention observed for (R)-155. 

Fandrick et al. have also used ReactIRTM to monitor the enantioretentive Ŭ-lithiation and 

boronate trapping of carbamate 156. The subsequent rearrangement of boronate 159 was 

also observed by ReactIRTM.84 When LDA was added to carbamate 156 (ɜC=O = 1700 cm-1) 

at ï78 °C, a new peak appeared due to the formation of the LDA-carbamate prelithiation 

complex 157 (ɜC=O = 1667 cm-1). No lithiated intermediate 158 was observed and this was 

desired as the lithiated intermediate 158 was known to be configurationally unstable and 

would result in poor stereorentention. It was planned that the boronate electrophile could be 

added to the prelithiation complex 157 and then on warming up lithiation and trapping would 

occur in rapid succession, not allowing time for the er of lithiated intermediate 158 to erode. 

When the boronic ester was added, no change was observed by ReactIRTM. The reaction was 

then warmed to ï40 °C, where rapid formation of boronate complex 159 (ɜC=O = 1650 cm-1) 



 

 
37 

 

occurred and no signal for the lithiated intermediate was observed. After further warming to 

ï25 °C, the boronate complex 159 peak decreased and rearrangement product 160 was 

observed by HPLC in 99:1 er and 80% conversion (Scheme 1.51). 

Scheme 1.51. ReactIRTM  monitored cryogenic lithiation and boronate rearrangement 

of carbamate 156 (ɜC=O measured in MTBE solvent) 

 

Using ReactIRTM to monitor the trapping reactions of Ŭ-lithiated intermediates does not only 

provide information on the time required for trapping to occur. The examples presented, 

show that mechanistic features of the trapping reactions and subsequent rearrangements can 

also be probed. In addition, the monitoring of the trapping can diagnose unexpected results 

such as poor enantioselectivity or quenching of the lithiated intermediate and provide 

evidence to suggest how they occur. 

  



 

 
38 

 

1.4 Computational Studies of the Ŭ-Lithiation Reactions of N-Boc 

Heterocycles 

The asymmetric Ŭ-lithiation reaction of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 has been subjected to several 

computational investigations to investigate the source of the enantioselectivity. Wiberg and 

Bailey investigated the enantioselectivity of the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine Ŭ-deprotonation of N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 with DFT modelling.85,86 Experimental work by Beak and Kerrick found 

that the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine provided high levels of 

enantioselectivity by favourable deprotonation of the pro-S Ŭ-proton (96:4 er).28 Prelithiation 

complexes and transition states were optimised for both the pro-R and pro-S i-PrLi/(ï)-

sparteine Ŭ-deprotonation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 using the B3P86 DFT functional within a 

6-31G(d) basis set. The difference in enthalpy and free energy between the lower energy 

pro-S and higher energy pro-R transition states were 4.5 kcal mol-1 (ȹȹHÿ) and 3.2 kcal mol-

1 (ȹȹGÿ) respectively. The significant energy differences between the transition states 

indicated that pro-S deprotonation is significantly favoured, which was consistent with the 

high er obtained by experiment (Scheme 1.52).3 

Scheme 1.52. pro-S and pro-R pathways for the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 

 

Wiberg and Bailey concluded that steric effects were responsible for the significant energy 

differences between the pro-R and pro-S Ŭ-deprotonation pathways. This conclusion was 
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reached by examination of the distances between atoms of the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine and N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 moieties in the prelithiation complexes and transition states for the 

formation of both enantiomers. In the prelithiation complexes and transition states for pro-R 

Ŭ-deprotonation, the distances between these moieties were smaller than those for pro-S, 

resulting in a higher energy system for pro-R Ŭ-deprotonation. 

Computational modelling has also been used to model the enantioselectivity of the Ŭ-

lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with other chiral diamines. For example, the Ŭ-lithiation of 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 using chiral diamine (S,S)-161, which offers no enantioselectivity has 

also been modelled computationally.86,87 When N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was subjected to 

lithiation with s-BuLi/(S,S)-161 and trapping with Me3SiCl, racemic 2-silyl N-Boc 

pyrrolidine rac-11 was formed in 90% conversion (by GC) (Scheme 1.53).88 

Scheme 1.53. Lithiation-trapping of pyrrolidine 9 using chiral diamine (S,S)-161 

 

Computational modelling was conducted to investigate whether the modelling could 

reproduce the lack of enantioselectivity that was observed experimentally. Prelithiation 

complexes and transition states for the i-PrLi/(S,S)-161-mediated pro-S and pro-R 

deprotonations of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 were modelled and energies were calculated for each. 

The difference in enthalpy and free-energy between pro-S and pro-R transition states was 

also less significant (ȹȹHÿ = 1.1 kcal mol-1 and ȹȹGÿ = 1.2 kcal mol-1) compared to the ~3 

kcal mol-1 difference with (ï)-sparteine (see Scheme 1.52). These energy differences 

indicated a much smaller preference for pro-S lithiation, which was reflected in the 

experimental result where rac-11 was obtained.  

Kozlowski et al. used a combined experimental and computational approach to investigate 

the selectivity of the most simple chiral portion of (ï)-sparteine, fragment (ï)-162. Diamine 

ligand (ï)-162 was synthesised and employed in the s-BuLi/(ï)-162 lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9. After trapping with Me3SiCl, 2-silyl N-Boc pyrrolidine (R)-11 was formed in 

45% yield and 67:33 er (Scheme 1.54). Surprisingly, the removal of the óAô ring from (ï)-

sparteine reversed the enantioselectivity of the deprotonation forming (R)-11. This result 
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indicated that the óAô ring is essential for enantioselectivity whereas the óDô ring has little 

effect, as discovered by the OôBrien group with (+)-sparteine surrogate (+)-17. 

Scheme 1.54. s-BuLi/(ï)-162 lithiation and Me3SiCl trapping of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

 

When the i-PrLi/(ï)-162 lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was modelled using DFT, the 

modelling was able to account for the lower selectivity observed with diamine (ï)-162. 

However, the modelling was not able to rationalise the reversal in the enantioselectivity that 

was observed experimentally. 

Another combined computational and experimental study was carried out by OôBrien, 

Wiberg and Bailey to probe the enantioselectivity afforded by (+)-sparteine surrogate 17.89 

DFT calculations which modelled the i-PrLi/(+)-17 lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 were 

able to emulate the enantioselectivity observed experimentally. The energies calculated 

provided significant energy differences between and pro-S and pro-R Ŭ-deprotonation with 

ȹȹHÿ = 3.5 and ȹȹGÿ = 2.8 kcal mol-1. These energies indicated a clear preference for pro-

R deprotonation which provided good agreement with the 94:6 er that was obtained 

experimentally with i-PrLi/(+)-17 lithiation of pyrrolidine 9. 

Wiberg and Bailey have also used DFT modelling to investigate the enantioselectivity 

afforded by the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10.34 The study found that 

the lowest energy pro-S and pro-R deprotonation pathways were similar in energy with only 

small differences in energy of the transition states (ȹȹHÿ = 0.41 and ȹȹGÿ = 0.08 kcal mol-

1). Wiberg and Bailey claimed that the small energy differences between the pro-S and pro-

R deprotonation pathways explained the reduced 87:13 er observed experimentally. 

However, with the energy differences being this small, in the margins of calculation error, it 

would be expected that very little or no enantioselectivity would be observed at all. The 

activation energies calculated for the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 
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were significantly higher than those calculated for the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9. This reflected the slower rate of lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 versus 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 observed experimentally.  

Wiberg and Deng later reattempted the modelling of the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiations of 

both N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 using QM/QM modelling.90 QM/QM 

modelling was carried out using the ONIOM method developed by Morokuma et al.,91 which 

allows the system to be separated into parts which can be treated with different levels of 

theory. This methodology can be particularly useful for large systems where only a small 

portion of the total system is chemically active. This chemically important part of the system 

can be calculated using a more accurate, computationally expensive method and the rest can 

be calculated using a less expensive method, without adversely affecting the quality of the 

results. This method is particular useful for modelling enzymes and proteins where the active 

site can be modelled at a high level theory and the surrounding systems can be modelled 

with lower levels of theory or molecular mechanics.92 Wiberg and Deng attempted many 

different partitions for the lithiation of both N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10. 

These included treating the entire (ï)-sparteine ring with a lower level of theory and treating 

other half of the pyrrolidine and piperidine rings at lower levels of theory. Unfortunately, 

each of the QM/QM partitioning schemes that were attempted were unable to sufficiently 

describe the system and provided calculated energies that significantly differed to those 

calculated when the entire system was modelled using a high level of theory. They did, 

however, find that treatment of the other half of the piperidine or pyrrolidine ring at a lower 

level of theory did not adversely affect the results, suggesting that the totality of the 

heterocycle ring was not crucial for QM/QM calculations. 

In summary, the enantioselectivity of the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc 

piperidine 10 can, to some extent, be rationalised with computational DFT modelling. In 

many cases, the calculated differences in energy between the transition states of 

enantiomeric Ŭ-deprotonation provides a good description of the enantioselectivity that was 

observed experimentally. These results suggest that DFT modelling may provide a sufficient 

description of the system to allow reactivity differences that arise with different N-Boc 

heterocycles and ligands to be modelled. 
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1.5 Project Outline 

This project aims to study two of the key factors in the Ŭ-lithiation-trapping reactions of N-

Boc heterocycles: the rate/kinetics and, where relevant, the diastereoselectivity. Both topics 

will be investigated using a combination of experimental (synthesis and in-situ IR 

spectroscopy) and computational DFT modelling. Combining experimental and 

computational techniques could potentially allow rates of reaction and the 

diastereoselectivity (if applicable) for unknown lithiation reactions to be modelled and 

predicted computationally. The combination of these techniques may also help to rationalise 

and/or quantify the chemical behaviour that is observed experimentally. 

Chapter 2 of this thesis uses in situ IR spectroscopy to study the rates of lithiation when 

different N-Boc heterocycle substrates and different ligands are employed in the lithiation 

reaction (Scheme 1.55). We have found that both the structure of the N-Boc heterocycle and 

ligand employed in the lithiation can have a dramatic effect on the reactivity observed. This 

collated reactivity data can then help to identify reactivity trends which can be used to 

rationalise why the rate of lithiation is fast or slow for particular substrates or ligands. 

Scheme 1.55. Quantification of the rate of lithiation using in situ IR spectroscopy 

 

In Chapter 3, the Ŭ-lithiation reactions that were conducted in Chapter 2 are modelled 

computationally using DFT. This was conducted to determine whether a theoretical 

treatment of the Ŭ-lithiation reaction can account for the reactivity differences that were 

observed by experiment. If the DFT modelling can reproduce these reactivity differences 

then there is a potential that the computational modelling could be used to predict the 

reactivity of unknown N-Boc heterocycles or ligands.  

The rates of the trapping reactions between the Ŭ-lithiated intermediates and electrophiles 

are studied using in situ IR spectroscopy in Chapter 4 (Scheme 1.56). This investigation 

explores the trapping reactions of a variety of different lithiated intermediates with a range 

of different electrophiles. Our results show that the rate of trapping can differ by several 

magnitudes when different combinations of lithiated intermediate and electrophile are used.  
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A knowledge of the rate of trapping of organolithiums is important for synthetic chemists so 

that products can be obtained in high yield and er/dr. 

Scheme 1.56. Quantification of the rate of trapping using in situ IR spectroscopy 

 

Finally, in Chapter 5, all the techniques utilised in the previous chapters are applied to 

investigate the diastereoselective lithiation-trapping of 3,4-disubstituted N-Boc pyrrolidine 

96 (Scheme 1.57). The diastereoselectivity of the lithiation of 96 can be altered by the ligand 

employed in the lithiation and the identity of the electrophile used in the subsequent trapping 

reaction. The effect of the ligand on diastereoselectivity is investigated using synthetic 

experiments and DFT modelling. The effect that the electrophile has on diastereoselectivity 

has been determined with synthetic experiments and in situ IR spectroscopic analysis has 

elucidated how the choice of electrophile affects the dr of the products observed. 

Scheme 1.57. General lithiation-trapping reaction for N-Boc pyrrolidine 96 
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Chapter 2: In situ IR Spectroscopic Monitoring of the Ŭ-

Lithiation Reaction of N-Boc Heterocycles 

The in situ IR spectroscopic monitoring of the Ŭ-lithiation reaction provides useful 

information to synthetic chemists on how long such reactions require to reach completion 

(Scheme 2.1). If the electrophile was added too early, only partial lithiation would have 

occurred which would result in a decreased yield of the desired product and makes separation 

of the product and starting material necessary. Addition of the electrophile when large 

amounts of unreacted alkyllithium remain can pose a problem by forming by-products that 

further complicate the separation. Ŭ-Lithiation reactions are routinely conducted at ï78 °C 

and it is important that the reaction is not allowed to warm before the electrophile is added 

as the lithiated intermediates could become unstable at higher temperature.  

Scheme 2.1. General scheme for the Ŭ-lithiation of a N-Boc heterocycle 

 

In situ IR spectroscopic monitoring of the reaction should enable optimised lithiation 

conditions to be obtained quickly without having to carry out many repeat reactions using a 

process of trial and error. It is also advantageous to have the probe in the reaction flask due 

to the low reaction temperatures required and the water sensitivity of both the reagents and 

intermediates. Many alternative methods to monitor reaction progress require aliquots of the 

reaction mixture to be taken from the reaction and then analysed. This method could be 

problematic as it is possible to quench the reaction/aliquot by exposure to air/water, the 

temperature of the aliquot needs to be maintained so that erroneous results are not obtained 

and concentration effects may occur due to the removal of portions of the reaction mixture. 

On a large or industrial scale, maintaining low reaction temperatures, such as ï78 °C, may 

not pose a problem. However, it is important that the reaction is only conducted for the length 

of time required for complete conversion to occur, to ensure that the process is efficient. 

Maintaining these low temperatures for longer than is required will significantly decrease 

both the energy and cost efficiency of a reaction.  

Previous work in the OôBrien group, both published and unpublished, has focussed on using 

in situ IR spectroscopy (ReactIRTM) to determine the reaction time for the s-BuLi/diamine 
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lithiation of a range of structurally different N-Boc heterocycles.31,50,52,53,73,93,94 This has 

included using several diamines, including TMEDA, (ï)-sparteine and the (+)-sparteine 

surrogate 17. Traditionally, these lithiation reactions have been allowed between 3-6 h for 

completion at ï78 °C but there is little synthetic evidence that these lengthy reaction times 

are needed for the majority of the heterocycle substrates.  

This chapter presents work that builds on this previous in-group research. This work expands 

the range of N-Boc heterocycles whose lithiation reactions have been studied by ReactIRTM. 

There is a deeper focus on constructing a reactivity series for the different substrates and 

attempts to rationalise the differences in reactivity of the substrates are provided. Research 

in this chapter also applies kinetic modelling to the lithiation reaction. This allowed kobs 

values to be extracted from the ReactIRTM data to enable more accurate comparisons of 

reactivity for the different substrates.  

 

2.1 Reactivity Series for the s-BuLi/TMEDA Lithiation of N-Boc 

Heterocycles 

The ReactIRTM monitoring of the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation reactions of a host of different 

N-Boc heterocycles has already been carried out in the OôBrien group.53,94 Many of these 

lithiations were repeated in this investigation for two reasons. First, for the lithiation 

reactions which took > 1 h, the monitoring was ended prematurely in previous work due to 

worries that the lithiated intermediate may not be stable over longer reaction times using the 

ReactIRTM set-up. During this new investigation of reactivity, it was found that most lithiated 

intermediates were stable using the ReactIRTM apparatus for many hours. Second, some of 

the previous lithiations were carried out by adding the s-BuLi and N-Boc heterocycle first, 

forming a presumably solvent-ligated prelithiation complex to which the diamine ligand was 

then added to initiate lithiation. However, this order of addition can provide unreliable 

kinetic information, as work in this study indicated that the lithiation can still occur with just 

s-BuLi/Et2O, albeit at a slower rate. The addition of s-BuLi to a mixture of the substrate and 

diamine provides more accurate and reliable data, as the reaction begins directly after the 

addition of the s-BuLi. The reliability and accuracy of the kinetic data is particularly 

important as we are attempting to compare reactivities of substrates. 
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The first substrate monitored using ReactIRTM in this reactivity study was N-Boc pyrrolidine 

9, one of the first N-Boc heterocycles whose lithiation was reported by Beak in 1989.2 The 

s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 using Beakôs conditions: ï78 °C in Et2O, 

was monitored using in situ IR spectroscopy (Scheme 2.2). Our standard conditions for 

lithiation used 1.3 eq. of s-BuLi/TMEDA in 14 mL of Et2O solvent. The only modification 

to Beakôs conditions was that the concentration of the reaction mixture was halved, as there 

was concern that higher concentrations of the s-BuLi reagent could damage the ReactIRTM 

probe. 

For N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, the carbonyl stretching frequency (ɜC=O) of the Boc group can be 

used as a spectroscopic handle.72 Carbonyl groups provide a particularly useful 

spectroscopic handle due to their strong IR absorbance signals which allow easy 

identification and monitoring of the carbonyl species in the reaction. In addition, the were 

no other absorbances in the 1800-1600 cm-1 region of the IR spectrum for this chemistry 

which made tracking changes to these signals easier. Monitoring of the lithiation using C-H 

stretching and bending frequencies was not possible for two reasons. First, the ReactIRTM 

apparatus used can only monitor IR frequencies in the ranges of 2500-2250 cm-1 and 2000-

650 cm-1, this meant that most C-H stretching frequencies were out of this observable 

window. Second, the diamine ligand and s-BuLi (which is in cyclohexane solvent) were 

added after the solvent background was recorded, this meant that many C-H 

stretching/bending frequencies were observed upon addition at the reaction setup. These 

overlapping frequencies meant that finding a correlation between reaction progress and any 

changes in ɜC-H absorbance intensity was not possible. 

During the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, three different IR signals are observed for the 

Boc carbonyl: the uncomplexed starting material N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (ɜC=O = 1701 cm-1), 

the prelithiation complex 163 (ɜC=O = 1678 cm-1) and the lithiated intermediate 164 (ɜC=O = 

1647 cm-1) (Scheme 2.2.a). These three signals appear at different wavenumbers as the Boc 

carbonyl has a different coordinating environment in each of these species. The ɜC=O for the 

carbamate decreases in the three species 9, 163 and 164. This can be attributed to the 

increasing coordination of the electropositive Li centre to the carbonyl bond during the 

reaction which weakens the bond and therefore shifts the ɜC=O to lower wavenumbers. 
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Scheme 2.2. The ReactIRTM  monitored s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 

9 with 3D and 2D ReactIRTM  traces 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recording the absorption of the three ɜC=O signals during the reaction allows the changes in 

concentration of the three species to be observed over the course of the lithiation (Scheme 

2.2.b). Importantly, the ɜC=O signal for N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 shows consumption of the 

starting material and the ɜC=O signal of lithiated intermediate 164 tracks the formation of the 

product. 
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The ɜC=O absorbance of prelithiation complex 163, a reaction intermediate, indicates that a 

pre-equilibria process occurs during the reaction, where the prelithiation complex 163 is 

formed rapidly at the start of the reaction. The rapid formation of 163 arises from the fast 

equilibrium reaction between the N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 starting material and prelithiation 

complex 163. This fast equilibrium is evident in the ReactIRTM monitored lithiation reaction, 

as consumption of prelithiation complex 163 and the starting material 9 mirror each other 

during the reaction once the equilibrium has been established. This is because as prelithiation 

complex 163 is consumed by the slow rate determining deprotonation step, the rapidly 

occurring equilibrium reaction restores the original ratio of species 9 and 163. Previous 

mechanistic work conducted by Beak provided evidence for this fast equilibrium between 

the substrate and alkyllithium/diamine, followed by a slow rate determining deprotonation 

for the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (see Scheme 1.9).32 

By visual inspection of Scheme 2.2.b, the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

requires 4 min for complete lithiation, at which point concentrations of starting material 9 

and lithiated intermediate 164 no longer change. This 4 min reaction time is a stark contrast 

to the 3.5 h lithiation time initially used by Beak and highlights how useful ReactIRTM can 

be for the optimisation of reaction conditions.2 

To further probe the rate of the initial equilibrium reaction between the N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

starting material and prelithiation complex 163, the lithiation reaction was repeated using 

the rapid-collect mode on the ReactIRTM apparatus (Scheme 2.3). This allowed the collection 

of IR absorbance data for each second rather than at the 15, 30 or 60 second intervals used 

for normal ReactIRTM experiments. This method did have two constraints. First, fewer scans 

at each interval resulted in a low signal/noise ratio which provided a reaction trace with a 

significant amount of noise. Second, due to the processing power required to process the 

volume of data per second, the results were not given in real time and the trace was only 

viewable after the experiment. This was not an issue for the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 

9 as it was a repeat reaction and timings for the addition of reagents were known. The rapid-

collect ReactIRTM trace indicated that prelithiation complex formation was extremely rapid, 

occurring in < 1s. This offered further evidence that a rapid equilibrium reaction exists 

between the starting material 9 and prelithiation complex 163 and that the rate determining 

step is the deprotonation/lithiation of the prelithiation complex 163. 
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Scheme 2.3. Rapid-collect ReactIRTM  monitored s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9  

 

 

The ReactIRTM monitored lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10, another substrate whose 

lithiation was reported in Beakôs 1989 publication,2 indicated that a significantly longer time 

was required for complete lithiation to occur. Using s-BuLi/TMEDA in Et2O at ï78 °C the 

lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 required 6 h to reach completion (Scheme 2.4). This 

dramatic difference in reactivity highlights the significant effect that the structure of the N-

Boc heterocycle has on the lithiation reaction. These large reactivity differences between 

substrates are a key reason why monitoring the lithiation of substrates is so important and 

explains why the monitoring of Ŭ-lithiation reactions by ReactIRTM is becoming more 

popular.  
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Scheme 2.4. ReactIRTM  monitored s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiatio n of N-Boc piperidine 10  

 

 

Analogous to the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, the carbamate ɜC=O of the N-Boc 

heterocycle shifts to lower wavenumbers during the lithiation reaction as the degree of 

coordination to the Li atom is increased in species 10, 165 and 166. A prelithiation complex 

intermediate was also observed for N-Boc piperidine, 165 (ɜC=O = 1674 cm-1) and it displayed 

the same pre-equilibrium kinetics which were more easily identified over the longer reaction 

time.  

The same ReactIRTM monitoring procedure carried out for the lithiations of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 was then employed to investigate the reactivity of 12 

additional N-Boc heterocycle substrates (Figure 2.1). These substrates were selected as they 

provided a diverse selection of heterocycles with differing ring sizes, heteroatoms in the ring 

and substituents. It was envisaged that a wide spectrum of reactivity would be observed 

when lithiating with s-BuLi/TMEDA. Additionally, it was anticipated that the differing 

structural aspects of the N-Boc heterocycles may provide some trends between certain 

features of a substrate and the lithiation reactivity. 
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      Trisyl = 2,4,6-tri-i-propylbenzenesulfonyl 

Figure 2.1. 14 N-Boc heterocycles used for the reactivity study 

Many substrates were selected as there was already precedent for their lithiation either in the 

literature (9, 10, 32, 34, 39, 47, 48, 57, 58, 66, 84, 96 ï see section 1.2) or in-group (167, 

169)50,53,94. All of the heterocycles except bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 and 4-amino N-Boc 

piperidine 168 were prepared using simple one- or two-step procedures available either in-

group53,94ï96 or from the literature.39,63,97,98  

The synthesis and s-BuLi/TMEDA Ŭ-li thiation of bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 was previously 

reported by researchers at AstraZeneca as part of a synthetic route for the synthesis of a 

GlyT1 inhibitor for the treatment of schizophrenia (see Scheme 1.30).63 Unfortunately, no 

kinetic data or reaction times for the lithiation were reported so it was decided to explore the 

lithiation with ReactIRTM monitoring. Synthesis of bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 was achieved 

using the literature synthetic route involving the Boc protection of amino-cyclohexanol 170 

followed by mesylation of the resulting N-Boc alcohol 171 and subsequent cyclisation of 

mesylate 172 with KOt-Bu.99 Bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 was afforded in multi-gram quantities 

and a moderate 46% yield over three steps (Scheme 2.5). 
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Scheme 2.5. Three-step synthesis of bicyclic N-Boc pyrrolidine 84 

 

4-Amino N-Boc piperidine 168 was selected to probe how the reactivity of a 4-substituted 

N-Boc piperidine would be affected with a heteroatom in the 4-position that was not oxygen. 

There was no precedent for the Ŭ-lithiation of 168, although the synthesis of 4-amino N-Boc 

piperidine 168 was reported in the literature.100 This synthetic route involved the reductive 

amination of N-Boc 4-piperidone 173 with dimethylamine using H2 and Pd/C at elevated 

temperature and pressure. However, a synthetic procedure more amenable to a research 

laboratory which had been used to prepare similar amine compounds101 was employed to 

synthesise 4-amino N-Boc piperidine 168. Reductive amination of N-Boc 4-piperidone 173 

with dimethylamine hydrochloride and NaBH4 in the presence of Ti(Oi-Pr)4 provided the 

desired 4-amino N-Boc piperidine 168 in moderate 40% yield (Scheme 2.6). 

Scheme 2.6. Synthesis of 4-amino N-Boc piperidine 168 

 

For the s-BuLi/TMEDA Ŭ-lithiations of all N-Boc heterocycles, identical reaction conditions 

were used and all lithiations were conducted at ï78 °C to ensure trends in reactivity could 

be drawn from the results. A wide range of reactivities were displayed by the 14 substrates 

studied (Table 2.1). Many substrates, such as N-Boc morpholine 169, 4-O-trisyl N-Boc 

piperidine 167 and Nô-Me and Nô-Bn piperazines 58 and 57 exhibited fast lithiation reactions 

with < 4 min lithiation times. Conversely, others such as 4-amino piperidine 168 and N-Boc 

piperidine 10 required several hours to reach completion.  
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Table 2.1. Reactivity series for the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation at ï78 °C of N-Boc 

heterocycles 

 

 

      
tlith / min < 1a  2a, b 2a, b, c 4 4 4 

       

       
tlith / min 4 15 22 45 90 100 

       

 

    

  

tlith / min 120 360     
a 2.6 eq. of s-BuLi and diamine were used. b results from previous in-group work.53 c Trisyl 

= 2,4,6-tri-i-propylbenzenesulfonyl 

N-Boc morpholine 169 was the fastest heterocycle to lithiate and underwent rapid lithiation 

with s-BuLi/TMEDA with complete lithiation requiring < 1 min. 2.6 eq. of both the 

alkyllithium and diamine were used as the initial lithiation forms lithiated intermediate 174 

which subsequently ring opens and is followed by vinylic lithiation to from di-lithiated 

intermediate 175 (Scheme 2.7.a). This mechanism is proposed as previous unpublished work 

within the group described the successful trapping of di-lithiated species 175 (formed by s-

BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of 169) with benzophenone to give trapped adduct 176 in 40% 

yield (Scheme 2.7.b).53 The lithiation and similar ring opening of a bicyclic N-Boc 

morpholine was also reported by Lautens (see Scheme 1.26).59  
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Scheme 2.7. Ŭ-Lithiation and ring opening of N-Boc morpholine 169 

 

The ReactIRTM monitoring of the lithiation reactions of both 4-chloro N-Boc piperidine 48 

and 4-O-trisyl piperidine 167 indicated that lithiation was rapid, reaching completion within 

2 min. Both lithiation reactions were carried out with 2.6 eq. of s-BuLi/TMEDA, due to the 

formation of a bicyclic intermediate 49 which then undergoes a second lithiation (believed 

to be rapid due to the acidifying effect of the cyclopropyl group) forming lithiated bicycle 

52 (Scheme 2.8). It is presumed that it is lithiated bicycle 52 which is observed by 

ReactIRTM. Previous work has successfully trapped bicyclic intermediate 52, generated by 

the lithiation of 4-chloro N-Boc piperidine 48 (see Scheme 1.19).42,44 

Scheme 2.8. Lithiation of 4-chloro and 4-O-trisyl piperidines 48 and 167 

 

Lithiation times of 4 min were observed for N-Boc pyrrolidines 9 and 96 which was a 

surprising result for two quite different pyrrolidine substrates. It was expected that the 

additional steric bulk from the cyclohexyl ring fused to the pyrrolidine would hinder and 

retard the rate of lithiation of pyrrolidine 96. However, the identical reactivities of both 9 

and 96 suggest that the steric bulk is too far away from the reaction centre to have a 

significant effect on the kinetics of the lithiation.  
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When the lithiation of bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 was monitored using ReactIRTM it was initially 

expected that the lithiation of 84 would be extremely slow as the deprotonation occurs at a 

sterically complex tertiary bridgehead carbon. However, it was discovered that only 15 min 

were required for complete lithiation of bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 to occur. This faster than 

expected lithiation may result from the rigid geometry imposed by the bridgehead making 

the deprotonation of the tertiary Ŭ-proton more favourable than in a non-bicyclic tertiary 

pyrrolidine such as 2-methyl pyrrolidine 14 (Figure 2.2).  

 

Figure 2.2. Steric environment of the Ŭ-proton in bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 and 2-methyl 

pyrrolidine 14 

It is also evident that the ring-size has a pronounced effect on the lithiation reactivity with a 

striking 6 h reaction time difference observed between the N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc 

piperidine 10 lithiations. It is possible that the difference in reactivity arises from the 

conformational differences of the five- and six-membered rings. However, ring-size is not 

the only factor that can determine reactivity. Other six-membered heterocycles including N-

Boc morpholine 169, piperazines 57, 58 and 66 and 4-substituted N-Boc piperidines such as 

39 all have significantly faster lithiation reactions than N-Boc piperidine 10. 

Nô-Bn and Nô-Me N-Boc piperazines, 57 and 58, both exhibited short 4 min lithiation times 

whereas lithiation of Nô-t-Bu piperazine 66 was more sluggish, requiring 22 min to reach 

completion. The lower reactivity of Nô-t-Bu piperazine 66 compared to Nô-Bn and Nô-Me 

piperazines 57 and 58 is difficult to rationalise and, at present, we do not have an explanation 

for the differences in reactivity. It is unlikely that steric bulk attached to the distal nitrogen 

would directly hinder the lithiation as the substituent is far removed from the reaction centre.  

All three of the piperazines studied have significantly faster lithiation reactions than N-Boc 

piperidine 10. Presumably, the increased lability of the Ŭ-proton must arise from the nitrogen 

atom present in in the heterocycle ring. We suggest that back donation can occur from the 

CïH ů bond of the Ŭ-proton into the lower lying CïN ů* orbital (Figure 2.3.a). This orbital 

overlap would weaken the C-H bond and make the Ŭ-proton more kinetically acidic.53 The 
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facile lithiation of N-Boc morpholine 169 (1 min lithiation time) may also be the result of 

the same orbital overlap effect (Figure 2.3.b).  

 

Figure 2.3. Proposed orbital overlap for N-Boc piperazines (a) and N-Boc morpholine 

169 (b) increasing the Ŭ-proton acidity 

The identity of the substituent on the C-4 position of N-Boc piperidines also has a substantial 

effect on reactivity and this is evident when comparing the respective 2 min and 6 h lithiation 

times of 4-chloro N-Boc piperidine 48 and unsubstituted N-Boc piperidine 10. We propose 

that a different type of orbital overlap could occur in the 4-substituted piperidines which 

would facilitate the lithiation by increasing the Ŭ-proton acidity.96 Specifically, back 

donation from the CïH ů orbital of the Ŭ-proton to the CïX (where X = Cl, N, O) ů* orbital 

(Figure 2.4). The conformation of the six-membered piperidine ring enables the overlap of 

the orbitals on the C-2 and C-4 carbons, analogous to the explanation of the 4J W-coupling 

that can occur between protons in 1H NMR spectroscopy.102,103  

 

Figure 2.4. Proposed orbital overlap for the 4-substituted N-Boc piperidines 

The various substituents (X) on the C-4 position will have differing electronic properties 

which may affect the extent of orbital overlap and back-donation that occurs. This would 

account for the wide range of reactivities observed with the different 4-substituted N-Boc 

pyrrolidines. For example, both the 4-chloro- and 4-O-trisyl substituted piperidines 48 and 

167 have 2 min lithiation times, presumably due to the electron-withdrawing nature of the 

substituents. 4-OTIPS N-Boc piperidine 39 has an intermediate reactivity, requiring 40 min 

for complete lithiation to occur. Alkoxy groups are known to have a smaller electron 

withdrawing (ïI) effect than chloro groups,104 this difference in inductive effect may explain 

why 4-OTIPS piperidine 39 exhibits a lower level of reactivity than that of 4-chloro 

piperidine 48. 4-Ph piperidine 32, ketal 34 and 4-amino N-Boc piperidine 168 are slower 

still, requiring 1.5-2 h for complete lithiation of the substrates to occur. However, all three 

(a) (b) 
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lithiations still only require less than a third of the time needed for the lithiation of 

unsubstituted piperidine 10, indicating a significant activating effect is still present. Both 4-

Ph piperidine 32 and 4-amino piperidine 168 have groups on the C-4 position of the 

piperidine ring with weak electron withdrawing effects, meaning that these substituents will 

offer a more modest activating effect for the lithiation reaction. An explanation of the lower 

reactivity observed with ketal 34 is more complex. This could arise due to the geometry of 

the ketal promoting poorer overlap between the C4 and C2 orbitals, resulting in a lesser 

degree of back donation between orbitals and therefore a poorer activating effect on the 

piperidine Ŭ-proton. Alternately, it is possible that the oxygen atoms of the ketal substituent 

may chelate the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiating complex leading to retardation of the lithiation 

reaction. 

In summary, a diverse selection of N-Boc heterocycles have exhibited a wide spectrum of 

reactivities for their respective s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation reactions. The use of ReactIRTM 

can not only allow optimal conditions for each of the substrates to be determined but also 

allows construction of a reactivity series for the substrates. Comparisons between the 

experimental reactivity data and the structural differences of the substrates has allowed 

hypotheses to be made to rationalise the reactivity trends we observe. Furthermore, the 

experimentally obtained reactivity series obtained will allow comparison with the 

computationally predicted reactivity series for the same substrates, as described in Chapter 

3 of this thesis. 
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2.2 Reactivity Series for the Lithiation of N-Boc Heterocycle Substrates 

with Differe nt Diamine Ligands  

Five of the 14 substrates included in the s-BuLi/TMEDA reactivity series had rapid lithiation 

reactions which were complete within 2 min. As the ReactIRTM equipment only gave 

absorbance readings for each signal per minute (on the older ReactIRTM iC10 apparatus used 

during this part of the investigation), this meant that the lithiation time was only determined 

to the nearest minute. This provides a significant amount of error in the lithiation times 

determined for rapidly reacting substrates. It was hoped that the use of a different diamine 

would slow the rate of the lithiation reactions so that more precise lithiation times could be 

obtained, thus allowing the construction of a reactivity series for the more reactive substrates.  

First of all, a reactivity order was constructed using s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine to lithiate the N-

Boc heterocycles that had a rapid lithiation reaction with s-BuLi/TMEDA. Previous in-group 

data was pooled for the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiations of seven heterocycle substrates; 

lithiation of N-Boc heterocycles with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine has been studied extensively in 

the group previously.53 It was initially expected that the reactivity order of the seven N-Boc 

heterocycles with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine would be identical to that with s-BuLi/TMEDA but 

with longer lithiation times due to the more bulky (ï)-sparteine ligand. All of the lithiations 

were slower but it was also noted that some substrates were placed in different positions in 

the reactivity series using s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiating conditions. We propose that the 

difference in reactivity order observed for the substrates may derive from complications due 

to the asymmetric lithiation that occurs with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine; these asymmetric effects 

will be discussed in detail later in this chapter.  

 

2.2.1 Synthesis of achiral diamine ligands and construction of a diamine reactivity 

series 

As the use of s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine appeared to provide outlying results for substrate 

reactivity, our aim was to find an achiral diamine that could be used to elucidate the 

differences in reactivity for the most reactive N-Boc heterocycles. Additionally, it was also 

of interest to investigate how the structure of the diamine affected the rate of lithiation. To 

this end, four diamine ligands were trialled: TMCDA trans-161, di-pyrrolidino ethane (DPE) 

177, tetra-isopropyl ethane 178 and TMPDA 179 (Figure 2.5). These diamines were selected 

for two reasons. First, they were either commerically available (TMPDA 179) or had 
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relatively short synthetic sequences (trans-161, 177 and 178). Second, we hoped that the 

differing levels of flexibility of the diamines and the different amounts of steric bulk around 

the amine groups would provide a broad range of lithiation times when used with s-BuLi.  

 

Figure 2.5. Diamine ligands used for the reactivity study 

TMCDA trans-161was synthesised by Eschweiler-Clarke methylation of trans-cyclohexane 

diamine 180 by refluxing in excess formaldehyde and formic acid following a literature 

procedure (Scheme 2.9).105 The diamine was purified by formation and subsequent 

recrystallisation of the bis-HCl salt. Treatment with NaOH liberated the free diamine 

TMCDA trans-161 in 42% overall yield. 

Scheme 2.9. Synthesis of the ligand TMCDA trans-161  

 

The tetra-isopropyl TMEDA analogue 178 was synthesised by LiAlH4 reduction of bis-

amide 181 which was formed using oxalyl chloride and di-isopropylamine as described in 

the literature (Scheme 2.10).106 This furnished tetra-isopropyl diamine 178 in 69% yield over 

both steps. 

Scheme 2.10. Synthesis of tert-isopropyl diamine 178 

 

TMEDA analogue di-pyrrolidino-ethane 117 (DPE) was synthesised by a double 

nucleophilic displacement reaction between 1,2-dichloroethane and pyrrolidine in the 
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presence of K2CO3 (Scheme 2.11).105 Subsequent fractional distillation gave the desired 

diamine DPE 177 in 65% yield. 

Scheme 2.11. Synthesis of TMEDA analogue DPE 177 

 

The s-BuLi/diamine lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 at ï78 °C was selected to investigate 

the reactivity of the different s-BuLi/diamine lithiating complexes. A control lithiation 

reaction of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was also conducted with identical conditions but no diamine 

to ensure that the diamines employed were participating in the lithiation reaction. The Et2O 

solvent used for the lithiation reactions is a coordinating solvent and is known to offer a mild 

enhancement in the reactivity of s-BuLi.107 Therefore, slow s-BuLi/Et2O lithiation of 

pyrrolidine 9 is still likely to occur if the diamine does not coordinate to the s-BuLi. A range 

of different s-BuLi/diamine lithiating complex reactivities were observed for the lithiation 

of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9; lithiation times ranged from minutes to several hours (Table 2.2). 

The lithiation time for the ódiamine-freeô s-BuLi/THF lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 is 

also included in Table 2.2 and provides insight into how a monodentate ligand affects the 

rate of lithiation.108 For all the lithiation reactions in Table 2.2 except that with s-BuLi/THF, 

an electrophile (PhCHO) was added to trap the lithiated intermediate and the crude product 

was analysed by 1H NMR spectroscopy to ensure complete lithiation had occurred. 
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Table 2.2. ReactIRTM obtained lithiation times (tlith ) for s-BuLi/ligand lithiation of N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 

 

Entry  Diamine tlith  

1 
 

TMEDA 4 min 

2 

 

TMCDA 

trans-161 
4 min 

3 (ï)-sparteine 45 min 

4 

 

177 46 min 

5 THF 5 h a 

6 

 

178 9 h 

7 
 

179 12 h 

8 No diamine 12 h 
a PhCHO trapping was not carried out for the s-BuLi/THF lithiation of N-Boc pyrolidine 9 

The lithiating complexes with the tetra-methyl substituted diamines s-BuLi/TMEDA and s-

BuLi/TMCDA trans-161 provided identical reactivities for the lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 (Table 2.2, entries 1 and 2).  This indicated that the additional rigidity offered 

by the cyclohexane ring has no effect on the reactivity of the s-BuLi/TMCDA anti-161 

lithiating complex. The steric environments of the amine groups in TMEDA and TMCDA 

anti-161 are very similar which may explain why the reactivities of these two diamines are 

so similar. This result mirrors previous work carried out by the OôBrien group, where a 

reactivity series for the s-BuLi/diamine-mediated lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was 
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constructed using competition experiments.109 The study found that s-BuLi/TMEDA or s-

BuLi/TMCDA anti-161 were the most reactive lithiating reagents, and were significantly 

more reactive than s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine.  

The s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiating complex provided a moderate reactivity with N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9, with lithiation requiring 46 min to complete (Table 2.2, entry 4). This result 

was initially a surprise, as it was expected that the 5-membered pyrrolidine rings on the 

ligand would constrain the steric bulk around the two amine groups resulting in a facile 

lithiation with a similar reactivity to that of s-BuLi/TMEDA. However, the slower rate of 

lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with s-BuLi/DPE 177 suggests that the pyrrolidinyl rings 

have an increased steric bulk which retards the lithiation. The s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiating 

complex appears to have a similar reactivity to that of s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine which required 

45 min for complete lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (Table 2.2, entry 3). 

The s-BuLi/THF lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 offered an even slower rate of lithiation, 

with the ReactIRTM monitoring indicating that complete lithiation required 5 h (Scheme 

2.12.a and Table 2.2 entry 5). Unlike the s-BuLi/diamine lithiation reactions of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9, no prelithiation complex was observed during the lithiation reaction (Scheme 

2.X.b). This absence of a prelithiation complex ɜC=O has been observed for the ReactIRTM 

monitored s-BuLi/THF lithiation reactions of other heterocycle substrates.50,53,94 Another 

difference between the s-BuLi/diamine and s-BuLi/THF lithiations of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

was that two IR signals were detected at 1663 cm-1 and 1646 cm-1 for the lithiated 

intermediate formed by s-BuLi/THF. It is believed that they are both due to the ɜC=O of the 

carbamate group in lithiated intermediate 182 and that the two signals may indicate that the 

lithiated intermediate is present in two different aggregation states. 
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Scheme 2.12. ReactIRTM  monitored s-BuLi/THF lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

 

The slow rate of lithiation observed for the s-BuLi/THF lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

likely results from the steric bulk of the ligand as proposed with the diamine ligands. It is 

conceivable that the monodentate THF ligand means that two molecules of THF ligate the 

alkyllithium. These two molecules of THF will have a sizeable steric bulk and an additional 

entropic factor of having two molecules of ligand rather than one may lead to a hindered 

high energy transition state 183 for the lithiation. However, this rationalisation of reactivity 

is uncertain as the aggregation states of the alkyllithium and intermediates is currently 

unknown for lithiation reactions with s-BuLi/THF. 

Lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with s-BuLi/tetra-isopropyl TMEDA analogue 178 was a 

significantly slower reaction, with the ReactIRTM monitoring indicating that complete 

lithiation was only achieved after 9 h at ï78 °C (Table 2.2, entry 6). The slow rate of 

lithiation observed is likely due to the large amount of steric bulk around the coordinating 

nitrogen atoms of the ligand. This could retard the lithiation due to the sterically bulky s-

BuLi/178 complex formed which performs the lithiation, resulting in a more sterically 

hindered higher energy transition state. In addition, the increased steric bulk around the two 

coordinating amine groups in diamine 178 afforded by the four i-Pr groups, could result in 

poor coordination between the diamine and s-BuLi. A lesser degree of coordination between 
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alkyllithium and diamine will likely  mean that the less reactive s-BuLi/Et2O species (entry 

8, Table 2.2) is also present in significant quantities which may reduce the overall rate of 

lithiation. 

The slowest lithiations of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 were observed when s-BuLi/TMPDA 179 or 

s-BuLi/Et2O lithiating conditions were employed, with both lithiating complexes requiring 

12 h for complete lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (Table 2.2, entries 7 and 8). As both 

lithiating complexes required the same lithiation time for N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, this suggested 

that either s-BuLi/TMPDA and s-BuLi/Et2O have the same reactivities or more likely that 

the TMPDA ligand 179 does not coordinate to s-BuLi and so it is the s-BuLi/Et2O reagent 

that conducts the lithiation. If the slow lithiation reaction is indeed caused by a lack of 

coordination of TMPDA 179 and s-BuLi, it is possible that the additional methylene group 

in the linker between the two amines may be responsible. The longer linker means that the 

coordinating amine groups are further apart, which may disrupt the coordination of TMPDA 

179 to the s-BuLi.  

 

2.2.2 Investigating the N-Boc heterocycle reactivity series obtained with s-BuLi/DPE 

177 and comparison with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine and s-BuLi/TMEDA re activity series 

As the s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiating complex offered a moderate reactivity with N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 similar to that of s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine, the construction of a reactivity series of 

the more reactive substrates with s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiating conditions was attempted. Five 

of the most reactive substrates that were investigated using both s-BuLi/TMEDA and s-

BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiating conditions were lithiated using s-BuLi/DPE 177. The lithiation 

times for these five substrates with s-BuLi/DPE 177 and the seven substrates studied using 

s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine are presented in Table 2.3, along with the corresponding s-

BuLi/TMEDA lithiation times. The order of the substrates in the reactivity series obtained 

with both s-BuLi/DPE 177 and s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiating conditions were identical. 

However, there were significant differences in the reactivity order of the substrates obtained 

with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine, which suggested that Nô-Me and Nô-Bn piperazines 58 and 57 

were less reactive than N-Boc pyrolidine 9. This contradicted the reactivity series obtained 

with both s-BuLi/TMEDA and s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiating conditions. 
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Table 2.3. s-BuLi/diamine reactivity series for rapidly lithiating N-Boc heterocycles 

 

        

DPE 177  

tlith / min 
0.25a 1a 5a 30 -- 46 -- 

(ï)-sparteine 

tlith / min 
1a 10a 30a 90 60 45 >300 

TMEDA  

tlith / min 
1a 2a 2a 4 4 4 22 

a 2.6 eq. of s-BuLi and diamine were used (see Scheme 2.8). 

All three of the s-BuLi/diamine combinations indicated that N-Boc morpholine 169 was the 

most reactive substrate. Both s-BuLi/TMEDA and s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine required only 1 min 

for complete lithiation of morpholine 169 to occur and with s-BuLi/DPE 177 the newer 

ReactIRTM apparatus (which takes reading every 15 s) provided a lithiation time of 15 s for 

169. This provides further evidence that the presence of the oxygen atom in the six-

membered ring has a significant activating effect on the Ŭ-deprotonation. 

4-O-trisyl and 4-chloro piperidines 167 and 48 were placed in the same positions in the 

substrate reactivity series by each of the three s-BuLi/diamine combinations. The slower 

lithiation rates offered with s-BuLi/DPE 177 and s-BuLi/(ï)sparteine allowed the elucidation 

of a reactivity difference between the two substituted piperidines, which indicated that 4-O-

trisyl piperidine 167 was more reactive than 4-chloro piperidine 48. However, the lithiation 

times obtained with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine and s-BuLi/DPE 177 for each of the substituted 

piperidines 167 and 48 differed significantly. This was a surprise as both the s-BuLi/(ï)-

sparteine and s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiating complexes showed similar reactivity for the 

lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. This was particularly evident for 4-chloro N-Boc piperidine 
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48 which required only 5 min for complete lithiation with s-BuLi/DPE 177 but presented a 

significantly slower 30 min lithiation with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine. 

We postulate that slow rotamer interconversion may be the reason for the slow rate of 

lithiation observed with enantiopure ligands such as (ï)-sparteine; rotamers do not pose a 

problem when an achiral ligand such as DPE 177 is utilised. When s-BuLi and a chiral 

diamine such as (ï)-sparteine are used to lithiate a 4-substituted N-Boc piperidine, only one 

rotamer has an energetically favoured, matched situation for the asymmetric deprotonation. 

For rotamer 184, the kinetically favoured pro-S deprotonation will dominate (Figure 2.6). 

However, for rotamer 185, pro-S deprotonation is disfavoured as the proton HS2 is in an axial 

position on the piperidine ring. In this case, the Complex Induced Proximity Effect (CIPE) 

cannot occur since the Ŭ-proton is not in the same plane as the coordinating Boc carbonyl 

group. 

 

Figure 2.6. Interconversion of rotamers for a 4-substituted N-Boc piperidine 

It is also unfavourable for the piperidine in rotamer 185 to ring-flip so that the kinetically 

favoured Ŭ-proton HS2 is in an equatorial position, as the substituent (X) at the 4-position 

would be placed in an energetically disfavoured axial position. If rotamer interconversion 

can occur at ï78 °C, rotamer 185 will interconvert to rotamer 184, where pro-S deprotonation 

is the primary reaction path, providing the lithiated intermediate in an enriched er. 

Conversely, very slow or non-occurring rotamer interconversion leads to either <50% 

conversion as only one rotamer (184) would be lithiated or a >50% conversion, where both 

the pro-S and disfavoured higher energy pro-R (HR2) deprotonation occur giving the product 

in an eroded er. In the case of >50 % conversion the rate of lithiation may be slowed due to 

the higher energy pro-R (HR2) deprotonation occurring and/or dependency on the rate of 

rotamer interconversion. This means that constructing a reactivity series using an 

enantioselective ligand such as (ï)-sparteine will provide unreliable reactivity data as there 

is also a dependency on the rate of rotamer interconversion for each substrate. 
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When the lithiation of 4-chloro piperidine 48 with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine at ï78 °C was carried 

out previously the enantioselectivity of the reaction was found to be poor, with an almost 

racemic product formed in 94% yield.43,44 This provided strong evidence that the rotamer 

conversion may indeed be slow and that the disfavoured deprotonation of  HR2 does occur. 

Inspection of the ReactIRTM trace for the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of 4-chloro N-Boc 

piperidine 48 suggests that the reaction may have two different regions where the rates of 

reaction differ (Scheme 2.13). The initial fast lithiation and subsequent slow lithiation can 

be observed most clearly by monitoring the consumption of the prelithiation complex 186. 

However, visual inspection of the ReactIRTM does not provide conclusive evidence. If the 

two regions of differing lithiation rates are present for the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of 

4-chloro piperidine 48, this would suggest a slow rate of rotamer interconversion for 48 at ï

78 °C. If rotamer interconversion is slow, one rotamer would undergo a fast pro-S 

deprotonation as is evident at the start of the reaction and concurrently the other rotamer 

would undergo a slower, energetically unfavourable, pro-R deprotonation only evident later 

in the reaction.  

Scheme 2.13. ReactIRTM  monitored s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of 4-chloro N-Boc 

piperidine 48 
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The use of s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine also provided some unexpected results for the rate of 

lithiations of Nô-Me and Nô-Bn piperazines, 58 and 57. Lithiation with s-BuLi/TMEDA 

suggests that both piperazines have similar reactivity to N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with each of 

the three substrates requiring 4 min for complete lithiation. When the lithiation of Nô-Me 

piperazine 58 was carried out with s-BuLi/DPE 177, a 30 min lithiation time was observed 

which indicated that piperazine 58 is more reactive than N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, which required 

46 min for complete lithiation with s-BuLi/DPE 177. In contrast, the 60 and 90 min s-

BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation times of Nô-Bn and Nô-Me piperazines 57 and 58 suggested that 

both substrates had similar or lower reactivity than N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. 

At present, we have no conclusive evidence for why the rates of lithiation of both Nô-Bn and 

Nô-Me piperazines 57 and 58 are significantly slower with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine. However, 

the issue of slow rotamer interconversion, discussed previously to explain the anomalous 

reactivities of the 4-substiuted piperidines 48 and 167 with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine, may 

provide a rationale for the slower rates of lithiation observed for piperazines 57 and 58. This 

explanation differs slightly for the piperazines, as the distal nitrogen can invert and then a 

subsequent ring-flip would always allow the pro-S proton to be placed in an equatorial 

position allowing pro-S deprotonation in each rotamer (Figure 2.7). However, if the nitrogen 

inversion or ring-flip occurs slowly at ï78 °C, this would mean that only one rotamer can 

undergo the energetically favoured pro-S deprotonation. Therefore, if >50% conversion 

occurs, the rate of lithiation will be retarded as higher energy pro-R deprotonation may occur 

and/or the rate of lithiation becomes dependent on rotamer interconversion or the N-

inversion and ring flip. Low temperature (ï60 °C) 1H NMR spectroscopic studies have 

indicated that both conformers of N-Nô-dimethyl piperazine were visible on the NMR 

timescale and that N-Nô-dimethyl piperazine has a significantly higher ring flip-inversion 

energy barrier than both morpholine and N-methyl piperidine.110,111 Therefore, it is possible 

that for N-Boc piperazines such as 57 and 58, the rate of N-inversion/ring-flipping may be 

slow at ï78 °C. 
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Figure 2.7. N-Inversion and ring flipping of N-Boc piperazines 

The s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of Nô-t-Bu piperazine 66 was the slowest of the seven 

substrates, with lithiation still ongoing after a 300 min reaction time. This matched the s-

BuLi/TMEDA reactivity series, where Nô-t-Bu piperazine 66 is also the least reactive of the 

seven substrates. However, it is difficult to ascertain whether there is any additional 

retardation of the s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation reaction of Nô-t-Bu piperazine 66, as 

observed with piperazines 57 and 58, because the reaction was not allowed to go to 

completion. 

In summary, a wide spectrum of reactivity was observed when the lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 was carried out with several different s-BuLi/ligand lithiating complexes. This 

shows that the identity of the ligand can have a considerable influence on the rate of the 

lithiation reaction. The reactivity series constructed with the less reactive s-BuLi/DPE 177 

lithiating complex provided a strong agreement with the reactivity series constructed with s-

BuLi/TMEDA and allowed the subtler reactivity differences of the fast lithiating substrates 

to be elucidated. The reactivity series constructed using s-BuLi/DPE 177 will be valuable 

when the experimental and computationally predicted reactivities of the reactive substrates 

are compared in Chapter 3 of this thesis. Comparison of the s-BuLi/DPE 177 and s-BuLi/(ï

)-sparteine reactivity trends has indicated that s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine provides conflicting 

information about the reactivities of 4-substituted piperidines and piperazines. These 

anomalous results obtained with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine may arise due to the retardation of the 

lithiation caused by slow rotamer interconversion. Therefore, lithiation times obtained using 

s-BuLi and a chiral ligand may not provide a reliable measure of the reactivity of substrates 

due to the possible rotamer interconversion complication. 
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2.3 Quantitative Kinetic Analysis of the s-BuLi/TMEDA Reactivity Series 

Whilst conducting the substrate reactivity investigations described so far, it became apparent 

that determining the lithiation of time of a N-Boc heterocycle by visual inspection of the 

ReactIRTM trace can be unreliable and is not a robust method to quantify reactivity. The 

unreliability in the lithiation times arises as the visual inspection of ReactIRTM traces requires 

the user to select an end-point for the reaction. The user determines when both ɜC=O signals 

for starting material and lithiated intermediate plateau and no further change is observed 

which can be difficult to pinpoint with precision. This determination can be made even more 

difficult if the ReactIRTM data is particularly noisy, especially towards the end of a reaction 

where the signal/noise ratio will be small. This selection of the end-point of a lithiation 

reaction is a significant source of error in the determined lithiation times for both slow (> 2 

h) or fast reactions (< 5 min). As an example, for a fast lithiation reaction (i.e. Nô-Me 

piperazine 58 where tlith = 4 min), an imprecise end-point provides a significant margin of 

error (Scheme 2.14). 

Scheme 2.14. ReactIRTM  monitored s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of Nô-Me N-Boc 

piperazine 58 showing the difficulty in establishing a reaction end-point 
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speed (on the newer ReactIRTM 15 apparatus) only records one data point per 15 s interval. 

In this case, an end-point can only be selected after each 15 s interval for the reaction which 

incurs a significant amount of error for a fast lithiation reaction. 

For a slow lithiation reaction, determination of the reaction end-point can be problematic as 

it can be very difficult to locate the point in time at which both the consumption of starting 

material and formation of lithiated intermediate plateau. For instance, the lithiation of 4-

amino N-Boc piperidine 168 requires 2 h to reach completion and close to the end of the 

reaction, the gradients of the consumption traces for both N-Boc piperidine 168 (ɜC=O = 1700 

cm-1) and lithiated intermediate cis-188 (ɜC=O = 1644 cm-1) become very shallow (Scheme 

2.15). These shallow gradients make accurately pinpointing the end of the reaction prone to 

significant amounts of error.  

Scheme 2.15. ReactIRTM  monitored s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of 4 -amino N-Boc 

piperidine 168 showing the difficulty in establishing a reaction end-point 

 

 

Initially, an attempt to mathematically locate at what point time both signals plateau was 

undertaken to remove the source of human error that arises from the visual inspection. The 

reaction end-point was located by measuring the distance between the starting material trace 

and the lithiated intermediate trace. At the point in time where this distance becomes 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140
-0.01

0.00

0.01

0.02

0.03

0.04

0.05

0.06

0.07

0.08

 1697 cm
-1

 1676 cm
-1

 1644 cm
-1

A
b

s
o

rb
a

n
c

e
 (

A
U

)

Time (min)

+ s-BuLi  



 

 
72 

 

constant, the two traces will have stopped diverging and the reaction is deemed to be 

complete (Figure 2.8). A cut-off parameter was included so that once the change in this 

distance was below a certain value, an end-point would be identified. This parameter was 

included as the noise in the ReactIRTM readings meant that both traces would never have 

perfectly parallel lines. 

 

Figure 2.8. An attempt to mathematically find the end-point for the lithiation reaction 

of 4-amino N-Boc piperidine 168 

Unfortunately, this method was not able to find an end-point for lithiation reactions due to 

the ReactIRTM instrument noise present in the data. The noise resulted in false positives, 

where both lines ceased to diverge but then continued to diverge after more readings as the 

reaction progressed. This problem prompted us to find an alternative method to measure 

reaction rate without needing to accurately determine the end-point of the reaction. Hence, 

we turned to a kinetic investigation of the reaction which uses much more of the collected 

absorbance data rather just the start and end-point.  

As discussed previously, the lithiation reactions for all the N-Boc heterocycles investigated 

proceeded via a multi-step reaction involving three different species: un-complexed 

substrate 189, prelithiation complex 190 and the lithiated intermediate 191. This involves 

two consecutive reactions where, initially, the un-complexed starting material 189 rapidly 

converts into the prelithiation complex 190 via an equilibrium reaction, with forward and 

backward rate constants, k1 and k-1. Then, pre-lithiation complex 190 undergoes the slow 

rate determining deprotonation, with rate constant k2, to form the lithiated intermediate 

product 191 (Scheme 2.16).  
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Scheme 2.16. A general reaction scheme for the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc 

heterocycles showing the different reaction steps occurring 

 

As the deprotonation of the prelithiation complex (k2) is unimolecular, a first order 

relationship is expected between the reaction rate and concentration of the prelithiation 

complex. Unfortunately, for many of the lithiation reactions studied, the equilibrium 

between un-complexed starting material 189 and prelithiation complex 190 lies toward the 

un-complexed reagents. This means that the IR signal for the prelithiation complex is small 

and this results in a smaller signal/noise ratio which makes kinetic analysis using the 

prelithiation complex more difficult. Additionally, for many lithiation reactions there is 

overlap of the ɜC=O signals of the prelithiation complex and lithiated intermediate; this also 

can provide erroneous and unreliable results when consumption of prelithiation complex is 

analysed. The overlap between prelithiation complex and lithiated intermediate ɜC=O signals 

can be observed in the 3D ReactIRTM trace for N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 in Scheme 2.2.a. The 

measurement of kobs for the lithiation using consumption of prelithiation complex and the 

unreliability of these results is discussed later in this Chapter. It was therefore decided to 

attempt to obtain kobs by measuring the consumption of N-Boc heterocycle and applying the 

pre-equilibrium approximation. As there is a rapid equilibrium reaction that forms between 

prelithiation complex 190 and the N-Boc heterocycle and s-BuLi/TMEDA, the pre-

equilibrium approximation can be applied for this reaction giving a rate equation for the 

reaction (Equation 2.1). 

ɀ
ὨὔȤὄέὧ ὬὩὸὩὶέὧώὧὰὩ

Ὠὸ
 ὯὑὔȤὄέὧ ὬὩὸὩὶέὧώὧὰὩίȤὄόὒὭȾὝὓὉὈὃ 

This provides a rate equation where the rate of lithiation is dependent on rate constant k2, the 

equilibrium constant between 189 and 190, K, and the concentrations of the N-Boc 

heterocycle and s-BuLi/TMEDA reagents. The ReactIRTM traces collected for the s-

BuLi/TMEDA lithiations of all N-Boc heterocycle substrates in this study indicated that once 

the equilibrium is established, both the starting material 189 and prelithiation complex 190 

are consumed at the same rate throughout the lithiation. These identical rates of consumption 

(Equation 2.1) 
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for 189 and 190 are observed since, when the prelithiation complex is consumed, the 

equilibrium will rapidly convert the un-complexed starting material 189 into prelithiation 

complex 190 to maintain the equilibrium. In addition, no dependency on [s-BuLi/TMEDA] 

is observed at any point in the reaction, as first order kinetics are observed for all of the 

lithiation reactions investigated in this thesis (except for N-t-Bu N-Boc piperazine 66 which 

appears to display kinetics consistent with two consecutive first order reactions ï see section 

6.4). This suggests that either 1.3 eq. of s-BuLi/TMEDA is a sufficient excess to maintain 

pseudo-first order conditions or that the pre-equilibrium is responsible for the zero-order 

kinetics observed with respect to s-BuLi/TMEDA. Previous kinetic studies by Beak have 

provided evidence that the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 has a zero 

order dependency on the concentration of the alkyllithium/ligand but this study was 

conducted using larger excesses of alkyllithium (> 10 eq.).32 Therefore, we propose that  

dependency on [s-BuLi/TMEDA] can be removed from the pre-equilibrium rate equation 

for the purpose of obtaining a kobs for the lithiation reaction (Equation 2.2). 

ɀ
ὨὔȤὄέὧ ὬὩὸὩὶέὧώὧὰὩ

Ὠὸ
 Ὧ ὔȤὄέὧ ὬὩὸὩὶέὧώὧὰὩ 

By using the integrated form of Equation 2.2, a first order kinetic plot can be constructed 

that allows calculation of kobs for lithiation reaction. Plotting the natural logarithm of the 

absorbance of the un-complexed starting material 189 vs time should provide a linear graph 

where the gradient is equal to ïkobs. This kinetic analysis was first applied to the lithiation of 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with s-BuLi/TMEDA at ï78 °C, for which visual inspection had 

indicated 4 min were required for complete lithiation to occur (Scheme 2.17).  

Scheme 2.17. s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

 

The ReactIRTM absorbance data for the consumption of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (Figure 2.9.a) 

was used to construct a first order plot for the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (Figure 2.9.b). 

The ReactIRTM reading at t = 0 s, where addition of s-BuLi occurs was not included in the 

analysis as the period between 0-15 s included the establishment of the equilibrium between 

(Equation 2.2) 
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uncomplexed pyrrolidine 9 and prelithiation complex 163. The pre-equilibrium 

approximation cannot be applied before the equilibrium is established and if these data were 

included, it would provide an erroneous result. The final 5% conversion for the reaction is 

discounted as at these low concentrations of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, the ReactIRTM signal/noise 

ratio becomes very small, resulting in erroneous data. All of the points excluded from the 

analysis are highlighted in red in Figure 2.9.a.  

  

Figure 2.9. (a) ReactIRTM data for the consumption of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and (b) the 

resulting first -order kinetic plot for the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. Absorbance 

is relative to the selected end-point (t = 240 s) of the reaction where absorbance has 

been normalised to zero) 

The first order kinetic plot provided a clear linear correlation (R2 = 0.991), suggesting that 

the deprotonation of prelithiation complex 163 occurs via a first order reaction and that the 

pre-equilibrium approximation can be applied for the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. An 

observed first order rate constant, kobs = (2.70 ± 0.12) ×10-2 s-1 was obtained for the s-

BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. A detailed procedure for the kinetic analysis 

and the calculation of errors for the lithiation reactions presented is detailed in section 6.2 of 

this thesis. 

A problem that is still encountered when conducting the first order kinetic analysis arises 

from the fact that an end-point for the reaction is still required. This end-point is required to 

correct for a non-zero baseline on the ReactIRTM equipment due to the baseline shift that 

occurs during the lithiation. This gives a similar problem to that posed by the visual 

inspection method where determination of the end-point is difficult due to the low 

signal/noise ratio at the end of a reaction on the ReactIRTM. 

0 40 80 120 160 200 240
0.00

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

0.10

0.12

A
b

s
o

rb
a

n
c

e
 (

A
U

)

Time (s)

(a) (b) 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120
-6.0

-5.5

-5.0

-4.5

-4.0

-3.5

-3.0

ln
(a

b
s

 @
 1

7
0

0
 c

m
-1
)

Time (s)

y = (-2.70  0.12)x10
-2

 x - 2.759

R
2

 =  0.991



 

 
76 

 

For the kinetic analysis of the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 the end-

point was selected as 240 s by visual inspection of the raw data, which provided kobs = (2.70 

± 0.12) ×10-2 s-1 for the lithiation reaction. However, by visual inspection, an end-point of 

165 s could also be valid for the reaction if the decreasing absorbance of the last points are 

due to instrument noise. If the same kinetic analysis is conducted where the reaction is 

deemed to end at 165 s the value of kobs is changed significantly (a 20% difference), with kobs 

= (3.23 ± 0.12) ×10-2 s-1 (Figure 2.10). This indicates that inaccurate end-point determination 

still has a significant effect on the kinetic results for the lithiation of each of the substrates.  

 

Figure 2.10. (a) ReactIRTM data for the consumption of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 using a 

different end-point and (b) the resulting first -order kinetic plot for the lithiation of N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9. Absorbance relative to selected reaction endpoint (t = 165 s) 

To eliminate this source of error, it was decided to improve upon this kinetic analysis by use 

of non-linear regression to fit the consumption curve for the N-Boc heterocycle substrate. 

By fitting a curve to the raw data, this eliminates the need to determine an end-point and so 

removes this source of error. This curve fitting method also has other advantages including 

the fact that the lithiation does not have to be complete for extraction of a rate constant so 

very slow reactions and/or data for incomplete reaction can still be used. Additionally, noisy 

ReactIRTM data poses less of a problem as the curve can be fit through all the points to 

average out the noise. 

As the lithiation reactions of the N-Boc heterocycles appear to be first order with respect to 

the substrate, an exponential decay curve can be fitted once the equilibrium has been 

established after t = 0 (Equation 2.3). Using a curve fitting algorithm enables the kobs for the 

0 30 60 90 120 150 180
0.00

0.02

0.04

0.06

0.08

0.10

0.12

A
b

s
o

rb
a

n
c

e
 (

A
U

)

Time (s)

0 20 40 60 80 100

-5.5

-5.0

-4.5

-4.0

-3.5

-3.0

-2.5

ln
(a

b
s

 @
 1

7
0

0
 c

m
-1
)

Time (s)

y = (-3.23  0.12)x10
-2

 x - 2.674

R
2

 =  0.995

(a) (b) 



 

 
77 

 

lithiation to be determined along with the curve constants A and c which are not required for 

this analysis. 

ὥὦίέὶὦὥὲὧὩ έὪ ίόὦίὸὶὥὸὩὃὩ ὧ 

For the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, the curve fitting of the consumption of 9 provided 

a rate constant kobs = (3.34 ± 0.15) x10-2 s-1 (Figure 2.11). The kobs obtained by the curve 

fitting matched more closely the kobs from the linear plots when the end-point of the lithiation 

was deemed to be 165s. This suggests that the changes in the absorbance observed after 165s 

for the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 likely arise from the instrument rather than the 

reaction. 

 

Figure 2.11. Non-linear curve fitting for the  s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 to obtain kobs 

As the s-BuLi/TMEDA of lithiation N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 appears displays first order kinetics, 

the reaction half-life (t1/2) can be calculated using kobs and Equation 2.4. The t1/2 for lithiation 

provides a more easily comprehendible measure of the rate of reaction than kobs and this 

makes comparison between the reactivities of the different N-Boc heterocycles easier. For 

the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with s-BuLi/TMEDA, t1/2 = (20.7 ± 0.9) s.   
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A lithiation time can also be predicted for N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 using the t1/2 value as it 

requires 7 half-lives for 99% conversion to occur. The t1/2 for the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation 
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of  N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 suggests that 99% conversion to lithiated intermediate 164 requires 

3 min which differs to the 4 min lithiation time measured by visual inspection. For this fast 

lithiation reaction, the difference between 3 and 4 min is a considerable margin of error. In 

this case, visual inspection of the ReactIRTM trace overpredicts the lithiation time required 

for N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. As discussed previously, when using visual inspection it is easy to 

overpredict lithiation time as it is hard to accurately locate where both the starting material 

and lithiation ReactIRTM traces have ceased diverging.  

The s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of 4-amino N-Boc piperidine 168 at ï78 °C was subjected to 

the same kinetic analysis (Scheme 2.18). The non-linear regression provided a first-order 

decay curve with a very good fit to the ReactIRTM data indicating that the lithiation of 

piperidine 168 obeys first order kinetics with respect to the N-Boc heterocycle where kobs = 

(6.64 ± 0.16) x10-4 s-1 and t1/2 = (1040 ± 20) s (Figure 2.12).  

Scheme 2.18. s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of 4 -amino N-Boc piperidine 168  

 

 

Figure 2.12. Non-linear curve fitting for the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of 4 -amino N-

Boc piperidine 168 to obtain kobs 
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By comparing the t1/2s of both N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (t1/2 = 20.7 ± 0.9 s) and 4-amino N-Boc 

piperidine 168 (t1/2 = 1040 ± 20 s), it is evident that piperidine 168 is a much less reactive 

substrate. The t1/2s show that N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 is ~50 times more reactive than amino 

piperidine 168. The time required for 99% conversion for 4-amino N-Boc piperidine 168 

was also calculated using t1/2 which provided a 121 min lithiation time, which is remarkably 

close to the 120 min lithiation time measured determined by visual inspection.  

Finally, the s-BuLi/TMEDA li thiations of an additional eight N-Boc heterocycles whose 

reactivities had already quantified using visual inspection were analysed using the kinetic 

analysis procedure developed. The s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation reactions of each of these eight 

substrates all displayed first order kinetics with respect to the substrate (see section 6.4 for 

the kinetics plots for all substrates). Substrates with fast s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiations (< 3 

min) such as N-Boc morpholine 169 were not included as these fast reactions would give too 

few data points for regression analysis and provide results with large margins of error. The 

kinetically obtained kobs, t1/2, the lithiation time calculated using t1/2 (tlith-half) and the lithiation 

time obtained by visual inspection (tlith-visual) are presented for each of the eight additional 

substrates plus N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and piperidine 10 are presented in Table 2.4.  
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Table 2.4. Half-lives for the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiations of a selection of 10 N-Boc 

heterocycle substrates 

 

     

kobs / s-1 a 
3.79 ×10-2 

± 0.19 ×10-2 

3.72 ×10-2 

± 0.37 ×10-2 

3.34 ×10-2 

± 0.15 ×10-2 

8.16 ×10-3 

± 0.43 ×10-3 

6.56 ×10-3 

± 0.18 ×10-3 

t1/2 / s b 18.3 ± 0.9 18.7 ± 1.8 20.7 ± 0.9 84.9 ± 4.4 105 ± 3 

tlith -half / min c 2 2 2.5 10 12 

tlith -visual / min 4 4 4 15 22 
      

 

     

kobs / s-1 a 
2.16 ×10-3 

± 0.05 ×10-3 

1.11 ×10-3 

± 0.04 ×10-3 

1.08 ×10-3 

± 0.01 ×10-3 

6.64 ×10-4 

± 0.15 ×10-4 

2.17 ×10-4 

± 0.02 ×10-4 

t1/2 / s b 320 ± 8 624 ± 22 642 ± 5 1040 ± 20 3190 ± 30 

tlith -half / min c 37 73 75 121 372 

tlith -visual / min 45 100 90 120 360d 

a kobs measured by non-linear regression analysis of N-Boc heterocycle consumption (except 

66 which has been modelled as two consecutive first order processes ï see experimental) 
b t1/2 calculated using kobs 
c tlith-half calculated using t1/2 × 7 (as 7 t1/2s = 99% conversion) 
d lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 may not be complete (see below for discussion) 

The rates of lithiation measured using the consumption of the N-Boc heterocycle provided 

an almost identical reactivity order for all of the heterocycle substrates that was obtained 

previously using visual inspection. The only difference in the reactivity trend was observed 

with ketal 34 and 4-phenyl piperidine 32, which the kinetic analysis suggested have almost 

identical reactivities, whereas visual inspection indicated that ketal 34 was less reactive with 

a 10 min slower lithiation reaction. The kinetic analysis also allowed some of the subtle 

differences in reactivity between the fast lithiating heterocycles piperazines 57 and 58 and 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 to be elucidated. Visual inspection indicated that all three substrates 
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required 4 min for complete lithiation with s-BuLi/TMEDA so no reactivity differences for 

these substrates could be extracted. However, the kinetic analysis suggests that Nô-Bn 

piperazine 57 is slightly more reactive than N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. Unfortunately, where Nô-

Me piperazine 58 fits in this reactivity trend could not be further elucidated due to the large 

margin of error in the t1/2 determined for the lithiation of 58.  

It is important to note, however, that these small differences between the lithiation t1/2s for 

substrates 9, 57 and 58 may not be of sufficient accuracy to construct a reactivity order for 

these three substrates with complete certainty. This is first due to the significant amounts of 

standard error that are provided by the curve-fitting and secondly due to temperature 

variations that have not been accounted for in this kinetic treatment. These temperature 

variations occur at the start of the reaction due to addition of the s-BuLi which is kept at 5 

°C (cooling the s-BuLi further causes the cyclohexane solvent to freeze). It is also likely that 

the lithiation will be exothermic which may also cause the reaction temperature to increase. 

When the temperature of the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was 

monitored using a thermocouple, an 8°C increase in reaction temperature was observed after 

the addition of s-BuLi, after 1 min the reaction temperature had returned to ï78 °C. 

Achieving complete conversion of N-Boc piperidine 10 to the trapped products proved to be 

problematic using s-BuLi/TMEDA, with starting material still present after the lithiation and 

trapping reactions. Me3SiCl was used to trap lithiated piperidine 166 after the ReactIRTM 

monitoring and this suggested that the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation was complete after 6 h. 

The Me3SiCl trapping reaction was allowed 12 h for complete trapping to occur and the 

ReactIRTM monitoring indicated trapping was complete within 8 h (the ReactIRTM 

monitoring of trapping reactions is discussed in detail in Chapter 4). The reaction was 

attempted twice and, after each work-up, 1H NMR spectroscopic analysis indicated that a 

90:10 ratio of the Me3SiCl-trapped product 12 and unreacted substrate 10 was present 

(Scheme 2.19).  

Scheme 2.19. s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation and Me 3SiCl trapping of N-Boc piperidine 10 
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The ample time allowed for the trapping reaction of lithiated intermediate 166 and the 

complete trapping observed by ReactIRTM indicated that the lithiation reaction of 10 was 

likely responsible for the incomplete conversion observed in the final products. There are 

two possible causes for the incomplete conversion during the lithiation. The first is that the 

lithiation reaction is incomplete when the electrophile is added, so unreacted piperidine 10 

starting material remains. Otherwise, the recovered 10 may result from instability of lithiated 

intermediate 166 during the 6 h lithiation which decomposes back to the starting material; 

this decomposition could involve deprotonation of the Et2O solvent by the reactive lithiated 

intermediate 166. Further analysis of the non-linear regression kinetic analysis applied to the 

consumption of piperidine 10 indicated that the reaction may not be complete after 6 h 

(Figure 2.13). The kinetic analysis of the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 

suggested that it was not complete after 6 h and that 99% conversion required a lithiation 

time of 6.25 h.  

 

Figure 2.13. Non-linear regression to obtain kobs for the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of  

N-Boc piperidine 10 with extrapolated curve of best fit to determine lithiation end-

point  

This again highlights the difficulty in determining an end-point for such a slow reaction by 

visual inspection of the ReactIRTM data. However, the curve of best fit for the s-

BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of piperidine 10 indicated that 98% conversion is expected at 6 h 

but only 90% conversion was observed in the final crude product. This suggested that the 

instability of the lithiated intermediate may be a problem with the long 6 h lithiation of N-

Boc piperidine 10. 
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An attempt to measure the t1/2s for the lithiation of the 10 N-Boc heterocycles by non-linear 

regression analysis of the consumption of the prelithiation complex (t1/2-prelith) was also 

carried out. For comparative purposes, the t1/2s calculated by consumption of prelithiation 

complex, t1/2-prelith and the t1/2 calculated by consumption of the N-Boc heterocycle, t1/2-substrate 

are presented in Table 2.5. The t1/2s obtained by non-linear regression of the consumption of 

the prelithiation complexes (t1/2-prelith) did differ somewhat from the t1/2s obtained by non-

linear regression of the N-Boc heterocycle consumption (t1/2-substrate).  

Table 2.5. Half-lives determined by consumption of N-Boc heterocycle and 

prelithiation complex consumption for the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiations of a selection of 

10 N-Boc heterocycle substrates 

 

     
t1/2-prelith  / sb 15.2 ± 1.6 9.3 ± 6.6 17.8 ± 0.5 101 ± 4 65.5 ± 3.7d 

tlith -prelith / minb 2 1 2 12 10d 

t1/2 / sa 18.3 ± 0.9 18.7 ± 1.8 20.7 ± 0.9 84.9 ± 4.4 105 ± 3 

tlith -half / mina 2 2 2.5 10 15 

tlith -visual / min 4 4 4 15 22 

      

 

     
t1/2 / sa 320 ± 8 624 ± 22 642 ± 5 1040 ± 20 3190 ± 30 

tlith -half / mina 37 73 75 121 372 

t1/2-prelith  / sb 282 ± 10 310 ± 19 502 ± 7 806 ± 24 2850 ± 30 

tlith -prelith / minb 33 36 59 94 333 

tlith -visual / min 45 100 90 120 360c 

a t1/2 measured by non-linear regression analysis of N-Boc heterocycle consumption 
b t1/2 measured by non-linear regression analysis of prelithiation complex consumption 
c lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 may not be complete 
d lithiation of 66 modelled as two consecutive first order processes (see experimental) 
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For most of the substrates, an identical reactivity order was obtained using the t1/2s calculated 

by both analysis of substrate consumption and prelithiation complex consumption. However, 

there were a few outlying results that did not follow the trends observed by both visual 

inspection and kinetic analysis of the N-Boc heterocycle consumption. For example, the 

reactivity order of bicyclic pyrrolidine 84 and Nô-t-Bu piperazine 66 is swapped when t1/2s 

are measured using the consumption of prelithiation complex. In addition, the t1/2 measured 

for the lithiation of 4-ketal piperidine 34 using prelithiation complex consumption (t1/2-prelith 

= 310 ± 19 s) is nearly half that measured when t1/2 is measured by the consumption of the 

substrate (t1/2-substrate = 624 ± 22 s). As mentioned previously, these unreliable results 

provided by the measurement of prelithiation complex consumption likely arise due to the 

overlap of signals for prelithiation complex and lithiated intermediate. This overlap will 

affect the gradient of the prelithiation complex signal during the reaction and provide 

unreliable data for regression analysis. Also, the smaller intensity of the ɜC=O signal of the 

prelithiation complex results in unreliable rate data as the signal/noise ratio is much smaller 

than that of the uncomplexed N-Boc heterocycle ɜC=O signal. For these reasons, we believe 

that the t1/2 values calculated from the consumption of N-Boc heterocycle provide the most 

reliable reactivity order; hence it is these t1/2 values that have been used when correlating the 

results with the DFT reactivity study described in Chapter 3. 

Next, the s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiation reactions of N-Boc heterocycles presented in Table 2.6, 

were also subjected to the same kinetic analysis procedure. Unfortunately, the s-BuLi/DPE 

177 lithiations of N-Boc morpholine 169 and 4-chloro and 4-O-trisyl piperidines 48 and 167 

were too rapid for sufficient ReactIRTM data to be collected for kinetic analysis. Even though 

the s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiation of 4-chloro piperidine 48 was 5 min, ReactIR data was only 

collected every minute (due to the older iC10 apparatus that was used) so too few points 

were recorded for a reliable kinetic analysis. Therefore, non-linear regression analysis was 

only carried out for the s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiation reactions of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and Nô-

Me N-Boc piperazine 58. Close fitting, first order decay curves were obtained for the s-

BuLi/DPE 177 lithiations of both substrates (Figure 2.14), confirming that the reaction is 

first order with respect to the N-Boc heterocycle.  
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Figure 2.14. Non-linear regression to obtain kobs for the s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiations of 

Nô-Me N-Boc piperazine 58 (a) and N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (b) 

The t1/2s, for each of the s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiation reactions, calculated using the extracted 

from the kinetic analysis, are presented in Table 2.6 along with the lithiation time calculated 

using t1/2 (tlith-half) and the lithiation time obtained by visual inspection (tlith-visual). 

Table 2.6. Half-lives for the s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiations of Nô-Me N-Boc piperazine 58 

and N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

 

  
t1/2 / s 282 ± 4 680 ± 12 

tlith -half / min 33 80 

tlith -visual / min 30 60 

The t1/2s obtained for the s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and Nô-Me N-

Boc piperazine 58, indicated that piperazine 58 is over two times faster to lithiate than N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 with t1/2s of 282 s and 680 s respectively. This two-fold increase in 

reactivity is not observed for these two substrates with s-BuLi/TMEDA, which provided 

very similar t1/2s of 18.7 and 20.7 s for heterocycles 58 and 9 respectively. It is uncertain 

whether the rapid reaction rates make comparisons of t1/2 unreliable for rapid lithiations or 

whether subtle reactivity difference are present with the s-BuLi/DPE 177 and s-

BuLi/TMEDA lithiating complexes. The 33 min lithiation time estimated using t1/2 for the 

lithiation of Nô-Me N-Boc piperazine 58 closely matched the 30 min lithiation time measured 
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by visual inspection. However, the estimated 80 min s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiation time for N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 differed significantly to the 46 min lithiation time obtained using visual 

inspection. This again highlights how unreliable measuring the rate of lithiation of substrates 

can be using visual inspection. 

In summary, the kinetic analysis provides a more reliable and precise method to determine 

the reactivity of the lithiation reactions of different N-Boc heterocycle substrates. As 

discussed, the lithiation reactions of the N-Boc heterocycle substrates can be modelled as 

first order reactions which allows an observed rate constant (kobs) to be obtained by fitting 

an exponential decay curve ReactIRTM absorbance of the uncomplexed substrate. The s-

BuLi/TMEDA reactivity series of the 10 substrates studied using the kinetic analysis was in 

good agreement with the reactivity series obtained by visual inspection and only 

measurement of the reactivity of ketal 34 provided a differing result. The kinetic analysis 

was particularly useful to elucidate reactivity trends for N-Boc heterocycle substrates with 

fast lithiation reactions. For example, the kinetically obtained t1/2s were able to identify that 

Nô-Bn piperazine 57 is more reactive than N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 using s-BuLi/TMEDA 

lithiating conditions.  
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2.4 Conclusions and Future Work 

In this chapter, in situ ReactIRTM monitoring has provided a reactivity series for 14 N-Boc 

heterocycle substrates with differing ring sizes, heteroatoms in the ring and substituents on 

the rings. Both s-BuLi/TMEDA and s-BuLi/DPE lithiating conditions provided the same 

reactivity series for the N-Boc heterocycles studied, with the s-BuLi/DPE conditions being 

particularly useful to elucidate the reactivity of fast reacting substrates such as Nô-Bn 

piperazine 57 and N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. Furthermore, a more reliable and precise method to 

determine the reactivity of the substrates with s-BuLi/TMEDA was developed which 

involved kinetic analysis of the lithiation reaction. This kinetic analysis has also aided in 

elucidating some of the reactivity trends between the fast lithiating substrates. The more 

precise measure of reactivity afforded by the kinetic analysis will be beneficial when the 

experimental reactivities and computationally predicted reactivities for substrates are 

compared in Chapter 3. By combining the reactivity data for the s-BuLi/TMEDA and s-

BuLi/DPE 177 conditions and the kinetic analysis results, a reactivity series for the 14 N-

Boc heterocycle substrates studied can be constructed (Figure 2.15). 
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Figure 2.15. Final reactivity series of the 14 N-Boc heterocycle substrates studied in 

this thesis using s-BuLi/TMEDA and s-BuLi/DPE 177 lithiatin g conditions 

The use of s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine provided some significant differences in the reactivity series 

of the fast lithiating substrates compared to those obtained with both s-BuLi/TMEDA and s-

BuLi/DPE. It was rationalised that the outlying reactivities displayed by 4-chloro piperidine 

48 and 4-O-trisyl piperidine 167 with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine, could be due to the combination 
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of the enantioselective lithiation and slow rotamer interconversion at ï78 °C. A combination 

of slow rotamer interconversion and a slow rate of N-inversion/ring flipping may also be the 

reason that Nô-Me and Nô-Bn piperazines 58 and 57 also displayed lower than expected 

reactivities with s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine. This effect could be probed further by investigating 

whether the rotamer interconversion does occur at ï78 °C for the 4-substituted piperidines 

and piperazines using VT-NMR. However, the rates of rotamer interconversion obtained 

may not be applicable as the N-Boc heterocycle/s-BuLi/(ï)sparteine prelithiation complex 

could have a different barrier for rotation of the carbamate to the uncomplexed substrate. 

Another possible experiment that could confirm whether the enantiopure nature of ligand is 

responsible for the outlying reactivity of substrates would be to conduct the lithiations with 

(±)-sparteine. If the s-BuLi/(±)-sparteine reactions were faster,  giving similar results to 

those obtained with s-BuLi/DPE 177, this would indicate the enantioselectivity of the 

lithiation may be responsible for the retardation of the lithiation. 

The more detailed mathematical kinetic analysis of the lithiation reactions of N-Boc 

heterocycles presented in section 2.4 was developed in the latter stages of this study, this 

meant that further investigation and elucidation of the reaction kinetics was not possible. 

Our current kinetic model for the lithiation reaction assumes that the lithiation is first order 

with respect to the uncomplexed N-Boc heterocycle; the consumption of the substrate does 

appear to exhibit a first order decay suggesting that this is the case. However, further 

experiments could be conducted to conclusively confirm whether the lithiation reaction does 

indeed show zero order kinetics with respect to the concentration of s-BuLi/diamine. 

Repeating the lithiations of N-Boc heterocycles with varying concentrations of s-

BuLi/diamine would provide clear evidence whether there is zero order response to the 

concentration of s-BuLi/diamine used. Additionally, the aggregation state of the alkyllithium 

and any aggregation state changes during the lithiation reaction has not been investigated. 

At present, it is assumed that all alkyllithium species are in a monomeric form due to the 

stoichiometric amounts of diamine ligand added but it possible that these alkyllithium 

species exist as aggregates in the reaction. A better understanding of the alkyllithium 

aggregates, using methods such as Li NMR, may provide a more accurate kinetic model for 

these lithiation reactions. 

Further development of the kinetic analysis methodology used in this investigation may also 

be able to provide more reliable and accurate values of kobs for particularly fast or slow 
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lithiating N-Boc heterocycles. For fast lithiating substrates such as N-Boc morpholine 169, 

it may be possible to use the rapid-collect feature on the newer ReactIRTM apparatus which 

allows a reading to be taken every second. This was used in this project to investigate the 

fast equilibrium between the un-complexed heterocycle substrate and prelithiation complex 

(see Scheme 2.3). Due to the more significant noise present in the rapid-collect ReactIRTM 

trace it was not used to monitor the fast lithiation reactions as determining an end-point 

would be difficult by visual inspection. However, with the recently developed kinetic 

analysis method, a curve could be fit to these data which would be less affected by the more 

significant amount of noise present. Similarly, kinetic analysis using curve fitting may 

enable kobs and t1/2 values to be obtained for slow lithiation reactions as the curve fitting does 

not require the reactions to reach completion. This would be particularly useful as 

maintaining a temperature of ï78 °C for over 10 h is problematic when monitoring slow 

lithiation reactions by ReactIRTM. An interesting substrate to study would be the 7-

membered nitrogen heterocycle, N-Boc azepane 192 (Figure 2.16), which in-group data 

suggests is even less reactive than N-Boc piperidine 10. The s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of 

azepane 192 at ï50 °C required 2 h for complete lithiation whereas piperidine 10 only 

required 35 min at ï50 °C.53 This indicates that azepane 192 is significantly less reactive 

than piperidine 10 likely due to the conformational flexibility of the large 7-membered 

heterocycle. 

 

Figure 2.16. N-Boc azepane 192 
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Chapter 3: Computational DFT Modelling of the Ŭ-Lithiation of 

N-Boc Heterocycles 

The DFT modelling of the Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc heterocycles has previously been reported 

by Wiberg and Bailey,34,85,89 as discussed in section 1.4. However, these previous 

investigations were primarily focused upon reproducing the enantioselectivity observed 

when a chiral diamine such as (ï)-sparteine, was employed in the lithiation. The 

computational study reported in this Chapter focuses on exploring the differences in 

reactivity observed when different diamines and substrates are used in the lithiation reaction.  

Previous literature precedent and the kinetic analysis of the Ŭ-lithiation reaction presented in 

Chapter 2 indicate that deprotonation in the prelithiation complex is the rate determining 

step.32,72 Therefore, in order to calculate the activation free energy barrier (ȹGÿ) for these Ŭ-

lithiation reactions, it is this step that needs to be modelled. This requires the ground state 

prelithiation complex 193 and transition state for the deprotonation 194 for the Ŭ-lithiation 

of the N-Boc heterocycle to be constructed and optimised (Figure 3.1). 

 

Figure 3.1. Partial reaction coordinate diagram for the RLi/diamine Ŭ-lithiation 

reaction of N-Boc heterocycles 
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3.1 Computational DFT Modelling of the Ŭ-Lithiation Reactions of N-Boc 

Pyrrolidine and N-Boc Piperidine 

First, the Ŭ-lithiation reactions of both N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 were 

modelled and this required the optimisation of prelithiation complexes and transition states 

for each of the substrates. The enantioselective Ŭ-lithiation reactions of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

and N-Boc piperidine 10 with i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine have been modelled previously by Wiberg 

and Bailey (see section 1.4).34,85,86 Their computational study also optimised prelithiation 

complexes and deprotonation transition states for the i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of 9 and 

10. Wiberg and Baileyôs work provided useful information about the expected geometries 

of the prelithiation complex and transition states for the lithiation which assisted the 

construction of initial geometries for our computational study. 

For the modelling of the Ŭ-lithiation reactions of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 

10, i-PrLi was used as the alkyllithium and di-methyl bispidine 195 as the diamine (Scheme 

3.1). As with Wiberg and Baileyôs method, i-PrLi was chosen as a model of s-BuLi as i-PrLi 

lacks a stereogenic centre. The absence of the stereocentre simplifies the calculations by 

removing the complication caused by diastereomeric prelithiation complexes and transition 

states. Di-methyl bispidine 195 was selected as it has a simple and rigid structure making 

optimisation faster and easier. It was expected that a flexible diamine such as TMEDA would 

provide a shallow potential energy surface making the location of minima more complex 

and time consuming. However, later in our computational study it was found that TMEDA 

could be modelled as the diamine ligand without adding significant computational expense 

to the optimisation process with DFT modelling. The DFT modelling of the Ŭ-lithiation of 

N-Boc heterocycles with TMEDA and other diamines will be discussed later in this chapter. 
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Scheme 3.1. Reaction conditions used to model the Ŭ-lithiation reactions of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 

 

All calculations were conducted in the gas phase and the enthalpies (H) and free energies 

(G) calculated by frequency analysis were corrected to ï78 °C, as this is the temperature at 

which the lithiation reactions were conducted experimentally. These conditions were used 

as the standard for all of the modelling carried out in this computational reactivity study. 

Solvent corrections were not applied to the calculations but are discussed briefly in section 

3.2.4. DFT scaling factors were not required as the calculated energies were only used 

relative to one another. i.e. only the trends between the experimentally determined rate of 

reaction (kobs) and the calculated activation energies for the lithiation of the substrates (ȹGÿ) 

were compared. Scaling factors are only required when absolute activation energies 

comparable to experimentally determined activation energies are needed. All geometry 

optimisation and frequency analysis calculations were carried out using GAUSSIAN 09.112 

For the Ŭ-lithiation reactions of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10, prelithiation 

complexes and transition states were optimised using two different computational methods: 

the ab-initio post-Hartree-Fock MP2 method and DFT. When the optimisations of 

geometries was carried out using DFT, two different hybrid functionals were used, 

B3LYP113ï115 and Truhlarôs M06 Minnesota functional.116 B3LYP is a well-established DFT 

functional that is commonly used for the modelling of organic systems.117 The M06 

functional is a more recently developed DFT functional which has been shown to better 

describe dispersion interactions;118 the inaccurate description of dispersion interactions is a 

common pitfall when  chemical systems are modelled using DFT.119 The DFT modelling 

was conducted with two functionals to allow any outliers that may have resulted from the 

fitting of functional to be identified. Additionally, it was envisaged that the M06 DFT 

functional may provide a better description of the system as it more accurately accounts for 

dispersion interactions. 
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Both the DFT and MP2 optimisation methods were used within a moderately sized Pople 6-

31G(d) basis set. This size of basis set was selected to provide sufficiently flexible 

description of orbitals without making the computational expense of the calculations 

prohibitively large. The systems modelled in this study are relatively large (~80 atoms) 

which prohibits larger basis sets being used for optimisation as the additional basis functions 

on each atom would increase the complexity and time required for the calculation. For both 

DFT functionals, a larger than default, pruned (99,950) integral grid was used (GAUSSIAN 

09 keyword Int=UltraFine). 

Both the MP2 and DFT modelling with B3LYP and M06 functionals provided nearly 

identical optimised geometries for both the prelithiation complex and transition state for the 

Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. The geometries optimised for N-Boc pyrrolidine 10 

using B3LYP/6-31G(d) are shown in Figure 3.2. 

 

 

 

Figure 3.2. B3LYP/6-31G(d) geometries for the prelithiation complex (a) and 

transition state (b) of the N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 deprotonation (C and H atoms of the 

di-methyl bispidine ligand 195 are hidden for clarity) 

To confirm that the saddle point located for the Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was the 

correct transition state, corresponding to the deprotonation of the nitrogen Ŭ-proton, an 

Intrinsic Reaction Coordinate (IRC) calculation was also conducted. The IRC calculation 

followed the reaction coordinate in both a forward (towards the lithiated intermediate 

product 196) and reverse (towards the prelithiation complex) direction from the transition 

(a) (b) 
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state. This calculation was conducted at a B3LYP/6-31G(d) level of theory using the 

optimised transition state geometry obtained when the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was 

modelled. As expected, the reaction coordinate converged toward prelithiation complex in 

the reverse direction and the forward direction converged toward the lithiated intermediate 

196 (Figure 3.3). This confirmed that the correct transition state for the Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 had been located.  

 

 

 

Figure 3.3. B3LYP/6-31G(d) calculated reaction coordinate for the i-PrLi/di -methyl 

bispidine 195 lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (a) and an output geometry from the 

forward path  showing formation of the lithiated intermediate 196 and i-propane (b) 

Once prelithiation complex and transitions state geometries had been optimised for the Ŭ-

lithiation reaction of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, the activation free energy for the lithiation (ȹGÿ) 

was calculated using both the MP2 and DFT methods (Table 3.1). The calculated ȹGÿ values 

were corrected to ï78 °C to replicate the temperature at which the lithiation reactions are 

carried out experimentally. The magnitudes of the ȹGÿ values obtained were appropriate for 

a reaction that occurs at ï78 ÁC. The ȹGÿ values obtained for the reaction from the DFT 

functionals and MP2 were similar, suggesting that DFT does provide a sufficient description 

for the interactions occurring in the reaction and a more thorough MP2 treatment may not 

be required for this system.  
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Table 3.1. Activation free energies (ȹGÿ) calculated for the lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9  

Method ȹGÿ / kcal mol-1 

B3LYP/6-31G(d) 13.77 

M06/6-31G(d) 13.63 

MP2/6-31G(d) 13.87 

 

Next, the i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 lithiation of the corresponding 6-membered 

heterocycle, N-Boc piperidine 10, was modelled with the same MP2 and DFT methods that 

were used to model the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. Optimisation of prelithiation 

complexes and transition states for the lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 was more complex, 

as two possible reaction pathways were found. These reaction pathways differed by the 

location of the i-PrLi during the reaction. In one of the reaction pathways the i-PrLi straddles 

the piperidine ring adjacent to the Ŭ-proton that is deprotonated - this is denoted as ótopô 

deprotonation (Figure 3.4.a). The other reaction path places the i-PrLi reagent to the side of 

the piperidine ring again adjacent to the Ŭ-proton that is deprotonated - this is denoted as 

óside-onô deprotonationô (Figure 3.4.b). 

 

Figure 3.4. Prelithiation complexes for the ótopô deprotonation (a) and óside-onô 

deprotonation (b) of N-Boc piperidine 10 (C and H atoms of the di-methyl bispidine 

ligand 195 are hidden for clarity) 

(a) (b) 
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Geometries for the prelithiation complex and transition state for the óside-onô and ótopô 

deprotonation of N-Boc piperidine 10 were optimised using MP2 and the B3LYP and M06 

DFT functionals. All three methods provided very similar optimised geometries for both 

faces of attack from the i-PrLi. In all of the calculations, the experimentally observed 

equatorial lithiation was lowest in energy. The B3LYP/6-31G(d) optimised geometries of 

the prelithiation complex and transition state for the óside-onô and ótopô deprotonation of N-

Boc piperidine 10 are presented in Figures 3.5 and 3.6. For the transition states located for 

both the óside-onô and ótopô deprotonation pathways, IRC calculations were carried out to 

ensure that the saddle point corresponded to the lithiation, as described previously for N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9. These IRC calculations confirmed that the saddle points located did indeed 

correspond to the transition state for the Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 (reaction 

coordinate diagrams are included in the experimental data in section 6.5). 

 

 

 

Figure 3.5. B3LYP/6-31G(d) optimised geometries for the prelithiation complex (a) 

and transition state (b) for the óside-onô deprotonation of N-Boc piperidine 10 (C and 

H atoms of the di-methyl bispidine ligand 195 are hidden for clarity) 

  

(a) (b) 
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Figure 3.6. B3LYP/6-31G(d) optimised geometries for the prelithiation complex (a) 

and transition state (b) for the ótopô deprotonation of N-Boc piperidine 10 (C and H 

atoms of the di-methyl bispidine ligand 195 are hidden for clarity) 

Activation free energies (ȹGÿ) were also calculated for both the óside-onô and ótopô 

deprotonation of N-Boc piperidine 10 with the three computational methods (Table 3.2). 

Interestingly, the calculated ȹGÿ values indicated that the MP2 and the M06 DFT methods 

favoured the ótopô attack of i-PrLi whereas the B3LYP DFT functional favoured the óside- 

onô attack. 

Table 3.2. Activation free energies (ȹGÿ) calculated for the i-PrLi/di -methyl bispidine 

195 lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10  

Method Face of Attack ȹGÿ /kcal mol-1 

B3LYP/6-31G(d) 
Side-on 16.11 

Top 16.39 

M06/6-31G(d) 
Side-on 15.34 

Top 14.85 

MP2/6-31G(d) 
Side-on 15.58 

Top 15.33 

 

Comparison of the activation energies calculated for both N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc 

piperidine 10 with all methods indicated a significant difference in the energy barriers for 

(a) (b) 
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the lithiation of the two substrates. For example, using B3LYP/6-31G(d) the lithiation of N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 showed ȹGÿ = 13.77 kcal mol-1 whereas for N-Boc piperidine 10 it was 

found that ȹGÿ = 16.11 kcal mol-1. This significant 2.34 kcal mol-1 ȹȹGÿ suggests that N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 should be substantially more reactive than N-Boc piperidine 10 at ï78 °C. 

This is supported by the experimental ReactIRTM determined reactivity series, where N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 (t1/2 = 20.7 ± 0.9 s) was significantly more reactive than N-Boc piperidine 10 

(t1/2 = 3190 ± 30 s). 

We postulate that the significant difference in the free energies of activation for the lithiation 

of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 result from differences in steric interactions 

due to the differing conformations of the 5- and 6-membered rings. Inspection of the non-

bonding distances between i-PrLi, di-methyl bispidine 195 and the N-Boc heterocycle (9 or 

10) in the B3LYP optimised transition states did offer some differences in non-bonding 

distances between the protons on the N-Boc heterocycle and i-PrLi. For the óside-onô 

lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10, there was a smaller non-bonding distance between the i-

PrLi protons and the axial Ŭ-proton on the N-Boc piperidine 10 which is not deprotonated 

(2.438 ¡) (Figure 3.7). It is possible that steric repulsion between the axial Ŭ-proton and the 

i-PrLi could raise the energy for deprotonation of N-Boc piperidine 10. For the ótopô 

lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 the distance between the axial Ŭ-proton and the i-PrLi 

protons are larger (3.099 and 3.412 Å) so this steric effect is likely not to be responsible for 

the higher energy required for lithiation. However, there are smaller distances between the 

ɓ-protons of the carbamate and the protons of i-PrLi in the ótopô lithiation transition state of 

N-Boc piperidine (2.470 and 2.346 Å) than those in the transition state for lithiation of N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 (2.658 and 2.349 Å). The closer proximity of the i-PrLi to these ɓ-protons 

for the ótopô lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 may be responsible for the larger calculated 

energy barrier of the ótopô lithiation compared to that of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9.  
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Figure 3.7. Non-bonding distances between i-PrLi and N-Boc heterocycle for the 

óside-onô lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 (a), ótopô lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 

(b) and lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 (c) (C and H atoms of the di-methyl bispidine 

ligand 195 are hidden for clarity)  

The results in Table 3.2 also indicate that the modelling of the lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 

10 with MP2 and DFT provided ȹGÿ values for the lithiation with a larger variance to those 

calculated for N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. For the Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, the three 

computational methods used provided ȹGÿ values for the reaction that varied by ~0.1-0.2 

kcal mol-1. However, for the lithiation of N-Boc piperidine 10 these calculated ȹGÿ varied 

more significantly by ~0.5-1.3 kcal mol-1. The difference between the ȹGÿ values calculated 
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by MP2 and B3LYP was 0.78 kcal mol-1 and between MP2 and M06 was 0.48 kcal mol-1. 

Clearly, the activation energies calculated with both DFT functionals deviate from the 

energy calculated using MP2 and this may suggest that dispersion interactions are more 

significant for the deprotonation of N-Boc piperidine 10 than N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, since 

MP2 should describe dispersion interactions better than DFT. 

However, optimisation of the prelithiation complex and transition states for the lithiation of 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 at the MP2 level of theory proved difficult. 

These MP2 calculations are more computationally expensive due to inclusion of electron 

correlation effects by perturbation of the HF Hamiltonian. HF and DFT calculations scale to 

N4 (where N is number of basis functions) whereas MP2 calculations scale to N5 due to the 

addition of correlation corrections.120 The calculations also proved difficult due to the flat 

potential energy surfaces of both the prelithiation complex and transition state and required 

analytical calculation of the second derivatives of energy (Hessian matrix) for each iteration 

of the geometry optimisation (using the Opt=CalcAll keyword in GAUSSIAN 09). 

Calculation of the second derivatives of energy during every step of the optimisation made 

the calculation extremely computationally expensive. The MP2 optimisation of the 

prelithiation complex and transition state for the Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 required 

nearly one month of calculation time on an 8-core CPU. For comparison, the same 

optimisation using the B3LYP or M06 DFT functional required only two days using 2 CPU 

cores. Therefore, optimisation using the MP2 method was used only for N-Boc pyrrolidine 

9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 due to the large computational expense involved and is not used 

in any of the modelling discussed further in this Chapter. 
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3.2 Use of DFT to Explore the Ŭ-Lithiation for a Range of N-Boc 

Heterocycles 

3.2.1 Modelling the Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc heterocycles to probe reactivity 

With the modelling of the i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 Ŭ-lithiations of both N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 complete, we next focussed on modelling the Ŭ-

lithiation reactions of a wider range of N-Boc heterocycles. To this end, the i-PrLi/di-methyl 

bispidine 195 lithiation reactions of the 14 substrates included in the experimental s-

BuLi/TMEDA reactivity study in section 2.1 were modelled with DFT. The structures of 

these 14 N-Boc heterocycles are shown in Figure 3.8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

        Ar = 2,4,6-(i-Pr)3C6H2 

            

Figure 3.8. N-Boc heterocycles included in the DFT reactivity study 

Ŭ-Lithiation reactions of each N-Boc heterocycle were modelled using the B3LYP and M06 

DFT functionals used previously. It was envisaged that DFT modelling might be able to 

reproduce the reactivity differences observed experimentally with the different N-Boc 

heterocycles, as it had done for the Ŭ-lithiations of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 

10. This would provide useful information about whether the structural features of the 

substrates were responsible for the differences in the rates of lithiation observed.  

The B3LYP optimised geometries of the transition states for the Ŭ-lithiation of the 12 

additional N-Boc heterocycles are presented in Figure 3.9. For the lithiation of 4-O-trisyl N-

Boc piperidine 167, the lithiation of a similar N-Boc heterocycle 4-O-mesyl piperidine 197 

was modelled instead, to reduce the computational complexity of the calculation. Both óside-
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onô and ótopô faces of attack for the i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 were modelled for all of 

the six-membered heterocycles, which included N-Boc piperidine 10 (discussed earlier), N-

Boc morpholine 169, 4-substituted piperidines 32, 34, 39, 48, 168, 197 and piperazines 57, 

58 and 66. Only the optimised geometry for the lowest energy type of deprotonation is 

included in Figure 3.9. 

Figure 3.9. Ŭ-Lithiation transition state geometries for the 12 additional N-Boc 

heterocycles (excluding N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 ï see Figure 3.8), 

the preferred type of deprotonation for 6-membered rings óside-onô or ótopô is noted 

next to the compound number 

 

 

96a 84 

  

48 ï óside-onô 197b ï óside-onô 



 

 
103 

 

  

39 ï óside-onô 34 ï óside onô 

 
 

168 ï óside-onô 32 ï óside-onô 

 
 

58 ï óside-onô 66 ï ótopô 
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57 ï óside-onô 169 ï ótopô 
 

a Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 96 can occur either cis or trans to the cyclohexyl ring, 

lithiation trans to the ring is lower energy and is used for this reactivity study (computational 

modelling of the cis/trans selectivity of N-Boc pyrrolidine 96 lithiation is described in 

Chapter 5). 
b to simplify modelling, 4-O-trisyl N-Boc piperidine 167 was modelled as 4-O-mesyl 

piperidine 197. 

In general, when the lithiation reactions of the 6-membered heterocycles were modelled with 

the B3LYP DFT functional, the óside-onô deprotonation was favoured. Only for Nô-t-Bu 

piperazine 66 and N-Boc morpholine 169 was the ótopô deprotonation lowest in energy. In 

contrast, when the Ŭ-lithiations of these same 6-membered heterocycles were optimised 

using the M06 DFT functional, there was no clear preference for either of the i-PrLi 

orientations. The lowest energy pathways for Ŭ-deprotonation of the 6-membered 

heterocycles with both the B3LYP and M06 DFT calculations are summarised in Table 3.3. 
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Table 3.3. Lowest energy i-PrLi orientation for the Ŭ-lithiation of 6-membered N-Boc 

heterocycles with B3LYP and M06 DFT functionals 

 

     
B3LYP óside-onô óside-onô óside-onô óside-onô óside-onô 

M06 ótopô óside-onô óside-onô ótopô óside-onô 
 

     

 

     
B3LYP óside-onô óside-onô óside-onô ótopô óside-onô 

M06 ótopô óside-onô ótopô ótopô ótopô 
 

     

 

 
    

B3LYP ótopô     

M06 óside-onô     

Free energies of activation (ȹGÿ) were calculated for the Ŭ-lithiations of each of the 14 N-

Boc heterocycles in Figure 3.8 with the B3LYP and M06 DFT functionals. These are 

presented in the experimentally determined order of reactivity in Table 3.4. All of the 

calculated ȹGÿ values were corrected to a temperature of ï78 °C, the temperature at which 

the lithiations were carried out experimentally. The experimentally determined half-lives 

(t1/2) for the lithiation reactions of all 14 substrates are shown along with the computationally 

calculated ȹGÿ, to allow comparison between the theoretical and experimentally determined 

reactivities for the substrates. For the substrates 169, 48, 167/197 and 96 for which kinetic 

analysis was conducted in Chapter 2, the reaction half-lives were estimated using t1/2 = tlith/7 

(as 7 t1/2s = 99% conversion). The ȹGÿ values presented in Table 3.4 for each of the 6-

membered heterocycles are taken from the whichever lithiation (óside-onô or ótopô) has the 

lowest ȹGÿ value (see Table 3.3). 
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Table 3.4. N-Boc heterocycle experimentally obtained reactivities (t1/2) and 

B3LYP/M06 calculated activation free energies 

 

 
     

t1/2 / s < 9b < 17b < 17b 18.7 ± 1.8 18.3 ± 0.9 

ȹGÿ (B3LYP)a 12.61 12.68 13.11c 14.59 14.43 

ȹGÿ (M06)a 11.79 11.67 12.96c 13.85 13.48 

      

 
     

t1/2 / s 20.7 ± 0.9 < 34b 84.9 ± 4.4 105 ± 3 320 ± 8 

ȹGÿ (B3LYP)a 13.77 14.55 15.01 15.15 14.86 

ȹGÿ (M06)a 13.63 13.36 13.85 14.63 13.07 

      

 

    

 

t1/2 / s 624 ± 22 642 ± 5 1040 ± 20 3190 ± 30  

ȹGÿ (B3LYP)a 15.45 15.20 15.58 16.11  

ȹGÿ (M06)a 13.43 14.24 14.23 14.85  

a DFT calculated activation free energies reported in kcal mol-1 

b kinetic data not available; t1/2 estimated using lithiation time (t1/2 = tlith/7) 
c DFT results for 4-O-trisyl piperidine 167 (R = 2,4,6-(i-Pr)3C6H2) were obtained by 

modelling the lithiation of 4-methanesulfonyl N-Boc piperidine 197 (R = Me) 



 

 
107 

 

By inspection of the experimental t1/2s and theoretical ȹGÿ values in Table 3.4, a correlation 

between theory and experiment is observed for the lithiation of the N-Boc heterocycles. As 

expected, this general trend indicated that for most substrates the calculated energy barrier 

of the lithiation ȹGÿ increases as the substrates become less reactive with larger experimental 

t1/2s observed.  

Many of the reactivity trends observed experimentally that were attributed to key structural 

features of the N-Boc heterocycles were reproducible with the DFT modelling. For example, 

the DFT modelling with B3LYP and M06 functionals indicated that the 5-membered 

pyrrolidine substrates 9, 96 and 84, were more reactive than N-Boc piperidine 10. 

Additionally, DFT modelling reproduced the activating effects that were observed for the 6-

membered N-Boc piperidines, when either a heteroatom was included in the ring or when a 

C-4 substituent was present. For example, DFT modelling with B3LYP and M06 functionals 

indicated that morpholine 169 and piperazines 58, 57 and 66 are more reactive than N-Boc 

piperidine 10. For the 4-substituted piperidines, the DFT modelling could predict the 

magnitude of the activating effect for many of the C-4 substituents. For example, the 4-

chloro and 4-O-trisyl piperidines 48 and 167/197 were found to be much more reactive than 

4-amino piperidine 168 using the DFT modelling with B3YLP and M06 functionals. 

At this present time, no further computational evidence for these activating effects or another 

rationale for the large differences in reactivity observed in the substrates can be suggested. 

The dihedral angle between the Ŭ-proton that is deprotonated and the carbonyl of the 

carbamate was measured in the prelithiation complexes of the 14 substrates, to establish if 

there was any relationship between this angle and the rate of lithiation. It could be envisaged 

that different dihedral angles may affect the coordination of the alkyllithium during the 

lithiation and affect how facile the reaction is. No trend between this dihedral angle and the 

rate of lithiation was observed for the N-Boc heterocycles studied. This same analysis was 

conducted by Gross and Beak for the lithiation of cyclic carbamates using competition 

experiments and they also noted that no correlation between the dihedral angle and rate of 

lithiation was observed.121 

Both DFT functionals did produce outlying results for a few of the N-Boc heterocycles, 

where the reactivity order did not match that observed experimentally. For example, the 

B3LYP functional suggested that Nô-Bn and Nô-Me piperazines 57 and 58 are less reactive 

than observed by experiment. The calculated ȹGÿ values for both of these piperazines 
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suggest that they were less reactive than N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 but the experimental t1/2 values 

suggest that they are either more reactive or have similar reactivity to that of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9. Also, the M06 DFT functional suggested that Nô-t-Bu piperazine 66 should be 

one of the least reactive N-Boc heterocycles, with a similar reactivity to N-Boc piperidine 

10. However, experiment indicated the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of Nô-t-Bu piperazine 66 

is ~30 times faster than that of N-Boc piperidine 10. 

Another outlier arose when the lithiation of 4-OTIPS piperidine 39 was modelled with DFT. 

Calculation of the ȹGÿ for the i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine lithiation 195 of 4-OTIPS 

piperidine 39 with M06 DFT functional suggested this substrate is extremely reactive, with 

a similar reactivity predicted to that of 4-O-trisyl piperidine 167/197. However, the 

experimental study found that 4-OTIPS piperidine 39 is in fact ~20 times less reactive than 

4-O-trisyl piperidine 167/197 with s-BuLi/TMEDA. Modelling with the B3LYP DFT 

functional also suggested that the 4-OTIPS piperidine 39 was more reactive than observed 

experimentally but by a much smaller margin, suggesting a reactivity between that of 3,4-

disubstituted N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and bicyclic pyrrolidine 84.  

The differing trends and outliers observed with each of the DFT functionals highlight an 

important point; different computational methods may not provide the same results. When 

using computational modelling to help understand chemical reactivity it is important to 

consider the level of theory and for DFT, the functional that is used. This is one of the 

primary reasons why two different DFT functionals were used for the computational 

modelling in this study.  

With so many different N-Boc heterocycles and such a large quantity of reactivity data, it 

was difficult to judge precisely the quality of the trend between theory and experiment. 

Therefore, a method that allowed the linear correlation of these two sets of data was required, 

as this would enable the correlation between the experimental and theoretical results to be 

analysed quantitatively. This was achieved using the Eyring equation which relates both the 

rate constant k and activation energy for a reaction (ȹGÿ) at a temperature T (Equation 3.1). 
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Using a linear form of this equation allowed linear regression of the experimentally obtained 

kobs values for the N-Boc heterocycle substrates and the computationally predicted ȹGÿs 

(Equation 3.2). In this linear form of the Eyring equation, the experimentally obtained 

(Equation 3.1) 
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ln(kobs) data can be plotted against the computationally obtained ȹGÿ and the correlation 

between the two sets of data can be analysed. 
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This Eyring regression was first applied to the theoretical and experimental results for the 

lithiation reactions for all of the 14 N-Boc heterocycles included in Table 3.4. The 

experimentally obtained lnkobs values were plotted versus the calculated ȹGÿ values obtained 

with both B3LYP and M06 DFT functionals (ȹGÿ values are in kJ mol-1 to allow analysis of 

the gradient) (Figure 3.10). Error bars are not included for the lnkobs values as the kobs 

standard error obtained by the kinetic analysis is too small to observe on the logarithmic 

scale.  

 

Figure 3.10. Eyring linear regressions for experimentally obtained kobs and calculated 

ȹGÿ values for the lithiation of the 14 N-Boc heterocycle substrates in Table 3.4 

The Eyring analysis with the B3LYP calculated ȹGÿ values for the N-Boc heterocycles in 

Table 3.4 provided a promising correlation (R2 = 0.716) between theory and experiment. On 

the other hand, the ȹGÿ values calculated with the M06 DFT functional provided only a 

moderate correlation with experiment (R2 = 0.510). The Eyring analysis for each DFT 
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functionals indicated that the three substrates with rapid lithiation 169, 48 and 167/197 with 

estimated t1/2s, deviated from the trend line. This was particularly evident for ȹGÿ values 

calculated with B3LYP which are circled in Figure 3.10.a. These outliers are likely due to 

large amounts of error in the experimental data which are further compounded by the rapid 

rates of reaction. Therefore, it was decided to remove the substrates for which t1/2 was 

estimated from the Eyring analysis, including 169, 48, 167/197 and cyclohexyl pyrrolidine 

96 and re-evaluate the trend between theory and experiment for the remaining 10 N-Boc 

heterocycles (Figure 3.11). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3.11. Eyring linear regressions for experimentally obtained kobs and calculated 

ȹGÿ for the lithiati on for the 10 N-Boc heterocycle substrates above 

Upon removal of the N-Boc heterocycles with estimated t1/2s, a considerable difference in 

the correlations between experiment and theory were observed. The ȹGÿ values calculated 

using the B3LYP DFT functional now provided a good correlation (R2 = 0.802) with the 
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experimental results. However, it was noted that the lithiation reactions of the three fastest 

substrates of the 10, pyrrolidine 9 and Nô-Bn and Nô-Me piperazines 57 and 58, all had very 

similar experimental reactivities but the calculated ȹGÿ values suggested they would have 

more notable differences in reactivity. This could be due to deficiencies in the modelling or 

the larger margins of experimental error for these fast lithiating substrates, as discussed in 

Chapter 2. The ȹGÿ values calculated with M06 DFT functional still provided poor 

correlation with experiment. The quality of the fit can also be assessed by analysis of the 

gradient of the line of best fit plotted through the regression of the theoretical and 

experimental data for the 10 N-Boc heterocycles. For these Eyring linear analyses, the 

gradient is expected to equal ï1/RT as stated in Equation 3.2, where R is the universal gas 

constant and T is the temperature. In this case, T is equal to 195 K as the experimental 

reactions are conducted at ï78 ÁC and all the free energies (ȹG) calculated have been 

corrected to 195 K. Therefore, the gradient of the line of best fit is expected to equal: 

ά  
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ὙὝ
 

ρ

ψȢσρτρπ  ρωυ
πȢφρχ Ὧὐ  άέὰ 

For the Eyring regression using the ȹGÿ values calculated using the B3LYP DFT functional 

the gradient of the line of best fit was equal to ï0.604 kJ mol-1. This is very close to the value 

expected and therefore provides further evidence of a good fit between experiment and 

theory. The line of best fit from the Eyring analysis of the M06 calculated results provided 

a gradient of ï0.449 kJ mol-1 which differed significantly to what was expected. The gradient 

provided by the M06 results as well as the poor correlation between theory and experiment 

suggests that modelling with the M06 DFT functional does not provide an accurate 

description of this system.  

In summary, DFT modelling of the Ŭ-lithiation reactions of different N-Boc heterocycles 

does describe many of the reactivity differences that were observed experimentally. The 

DFT modelling does not perfectly describe the reactivity of each substrate but does account 

for most of the large differences in reactivity between substrates that were observed 

experimentally. The Eyring regression analysis indicates a good overall correlation between 

the B3LYP calculated ȹGÿ values and experimental reactivity data. This promising 

correlation between theory and experiment provides an interesting avenue of further 

investigation which is described in the next section of this Chapter. 
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3.2.2 Using DFT modelling to predict reactivities of unknown N-Boc heterocycles 

If a good correlation between the DFT modelling results and the experimentally obtained 

reactivities is observed, it may be possible to use DFT modelling to predict the reactivity of 

N-Boc heterocycles for which reactivity is unknown. Even if modelling could only suggest 

whether the lithiation would be slow (> 2 h), occur at a moderate rate (5 min to 2 h) or was 

fast (< 5 min), this could be of great use to a synthetic chemist. This estimated reactivity 

would provide information about whether the lithiation is feasible and if so, provide an idea 

of the reaction of conditions (e.g. reaction temperature) that would be required. This would 

allow the suitability of the Ŭ-lithiation of a novel substrate to be assessed without any 

synthetic or kinetic work being done beforehand. 

As the ȹGÿ values calculated with the B3LYP DFT functional had provided a promising 

correlation with the experimentally obtained kinetic data, it was decided to use the Eyring 

regression in Figure 3.11 to attempt to predict the reactivity of N-Boc heterocycles for which 

reactivity is unknown. Hence, the i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 lithiation reactions of three 

N-Boc heterocycles with unknown reactivities anti-97, 198 and 192, were modelled using 

the B3LYP DFT functional. The s-BuLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of di-phenyl pyrrolidine 

anti-97 had been reported previously but no reactivity data was collected (see Scheme 1.32).4 

The lithiation of 2,5-dimethyl piperidine 198 has not been reported and it was expected that 

the lithiation would have a high activation energy barrier at ï78 °C due to the methyl groups 

at each of the Ŭ-positions. The lithiation of 7-membered N-Boc azepane 192 has been 

reported using higher reaction temperatures (ï40 °C) but the rate of lithiation was not 

studied;40 preliminary in-group data suggests that N-Boc azepane 192 is less reactive than 

N-Boc piperidine 10.53 For each of the three N-Boc heterocycles, ȹGÿ was calculated for the 

respective i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 lithiation. Using these calculated ȹGÿ values, a kobs 

for the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of each substrate was predicted by 

interpolation/extrapolation of the Eyring regression obtained with the B3LYP calculated 

ȹGÿ values in Figure 3.11. These estimated kobs values have been converted to a predicted 

t1/2 and predicted lithiation time for each substrate and are presented in Table 3.5. 
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Table 3.5. B3LYP calculated ȹGÿ and predicted t1/2
 (at ï78 °C) for N-Boc heterocycles 

anti-97, 198 and 192 with unknown reactivities 

 

   

ȹGÿ / kcal mol-1 11.94 16.57 16.11 

ȹGÿ / kJ mol-1 49.96 69.33 67.40 

Predicted t1/2 / s 0.074 8920 2790 

Predicted tlith 
a 0.5 s 17 h 5.5 h 

a the predicted tlith was calculated using 7 half-lives for 99% conversion (tlith = t1/2 × 7) 

The DFT modelling suggests that di-phenyl pyrrolidine anti-97 is very reactive, with a very 

small t1/2 = 0.074 s predicted for the lithiation of pyrrolidine anti-97 with s-BuLi/TMEDA. 

This small predicted t1/2 for the s-BuLi/TMEDA of pyrrolidine anti-97 would mean only 0.5 

s would be required for 99% conversion. The DFT modelling therefore suggests that the 

phenyl groups on the 3,4-positions of the pyrolidine ring will have a significant activating 

effect on the reactivity of this pyrrolidine substrate. As theorised, the DFT modelling 

predicted a prohibitively high energy barrier for the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of 2,5-

dimethyl pyrrolidine 198, with a large t1/2 = 8920 s that translates to a 17 h reaction time for 

99% conversion. The DFT modelling predicted that the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation N-Boc 

azepane 192 would require 5.5 h with a similar reactivity to that of N-Boc piperidine 10 

(azepane 192 predicted t1/2 = 2790, piperidine 10 t1/2=3190 s). Previous work in the OôBrien 

group suggests that N-Boc azepane 192 li thiation is slower then N-Boc piperidine 10 so the 

modelling may not provide a very accurate estimate of lithiation time for this substrate. 

However, the modelling still predicts that N-Boc azepane 192 will be on the lower end of 

the reactivity spectrum. For the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation of both 2,5-dimethyl pyrrolidine 

198 and N-Boc azepane 192, the predictive method developed indicates that higher reaction 

temperatures may be required for complete lithiation to occur. Furthermore, the suggested 

low reactivity of 2,5-dimethyl pyrrolidine 198 may suggest that the lithiation is unfeasible 

due to the very high energy barrier for lithiation.  
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3.2.3 Modelling the i-PrLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc heterocycles 

During this computational investigation, di-methyl bispidine 195 was selected as the diamine 

ligand used to model the lithiation instead of TMEDA due to its rigidity which was expected 

to make the location of a minima easier. It was thought that a diamine ligand such as TMEDA 

would complicate the modelling, as the flexibility of the ligand would provide a shallow 

potential energy surface, making location of a minima more difficult. However, when 

modelling the i-PrLi/TMEDA lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was conducted, the 

flexibility of TMEDA added little additional computational expense to the calculation. 

To investigate whether the use of di-methyl bispidine 195 rather than TMEDA in the 

modelling affected the correlation observed between the theoretical and experimental results, 

the lithiation of a selection of N-Boc heterocycles were modelled using i-PrLi/TMEDA.  Six 

of the N-Boc heterocycles modelled previously which spanned a wide range of reactivities 

were modelled using the B3LYP DFT functional and i-PrLi/TMEDA lithiating conditions. 

The geometries of the optimised prelithiation complexes and transition states of the lithiation 

with i-PrLi/TMEDA did not differ substantially when the diamine used in the model was 

changed. In addition, the preference for óside-onô or ótopô deprotonation by i-PrLi/TMEDA 

for each of the five 6-membered heterocycles was the same observed when i-PrLi/di-methyl 

bispidine 195 was modelled as the lithiating complex. 

When the i-PrLi/TMEDA calculated ȹGÿ values were compared with the experimentally 

determined kobs by Eyring linear regression analysis, a very similar correlation was observed 

to that obtained when the i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 lithiation was modelled (Figure 

3.12). The Eyring regressions for the two different lithiating conditions that were modelled 

provided linear regressions with very similar gradients and R2 values (0.770 and 0.799). 

These results suggested that the identity of the diamine used in the modelling may not have 

any significant effect on trends of reactivity observed for substrates. Therefore, modelling 

the i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 lithiations of the substrates and making predictions for 

the s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation should not provide outliers due to the use of a different 

diamine ligand in the DFT modelling. 
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Figure 3.12. Eyring regression analysis for the i-PrLi/di -methyl bispidine 195 and i-

PrLi/TMEDA modelled lithiation reactions of six N-Boc heterocycles 

 

3.2.4 Application of solvent corrections to the modelling of the lithiation of N-Boc 

heterocycles 

The effect that the inclusion of solvent effects has on the DFT modelling of the i-PrLi/di-

methyl bispidine 195 lithiation was also subjected to investigation. Solvent can be modelled 

either explicitly, where molecules of solvent are included in the geometry that is optimised, 

or implicitly, where the solvent is treated as a continuum medium which is characterised by 

its dielectric constant and other electrostatic parameters. For the implicit modelling of 

solvent, the molecule to be optimised is placed into a cavity inside this medium and 

electrostatic properties can be calculated on points on the boundary between the cavity and 

the solvent field. Modelling of the solvent by implicit or explicit methods both have 

advantages and disadvantages.122 For example, explicit solvation is generally more accurate 

as specific solvent interactions with the molecule modelled are accounted for, whereas the 

treatment of solvent as an electrostatic field will not reproduce these interactions. On the 

other hand, the treatment of the solvent as a continuum with only a few parameters is 

considerably less computationally expensive than the inclusion of solvent molecules to the 
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geometry that is optimised. As the Ŭ-lithiation reactions modelled are relatively large 

systems (~80 atoms), it was opted to model the solvent implicitly so that calculations would 

not become prohibitively computationally expensive. 

The same six N-Boc heterocycles used to investigate the effect of modelling with a different 

diamine in Section 3.2.2, were used to investigate how solvent corrections affected the 

modelling. The i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 lithiations of each of these six N-Boc 

heterocycles were modelled again using the B3LYP DFT functional with the inclusion of a 

solvent correction to model the Et2O solvent used in experiment. This solvent correction was 

carried out using the Polarisable Continuum Method (PCM) method included in the 

GAUSSIAN 09 software package.123  

The inclusion of the solvent correction did not change the geometries of the prelithiation 

complexes and transition states for the six N-Boc heterocycles and the preference for óside-

onô or ótopô deprotonation was unchanged by the solvent corrections. However, the solvent 

corrected calculated ȹGÿ values for the lithiation of the six substrates provided a reactivity 

order for the six substrates that significantly differed to the reactivity orders obtained by 

modelling without solvent corrections and by experiment (Table 3.6). For example, 4-phenyl 

piperidine 32 which displays a moderate reactivity experimentally is predicted to be the most 

reactive substrate to lithiate when solvent corrections were included. Additionally, N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 for which experiment suggests is one of the most reactive substrates, is placed 

between the two least reactive substrates, 4-amino piperidine 168 and N-Boc piperidine 10 

in the reactivity series constructed with the solvent corrected DFT calculations. 
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Table 3.6. Solvent corrected ȹGÿ values for the i-PrLi/di -methyl bispidine 195 

lithiations of selected N-Boc heterocycles and experimentally obtained t1/2 for the 

lithiation  

 

      

t1/2 / s 
18.7 ± 

1.8 
20.7 ±0.9 105 ± 3 642 ± 5 1040 ± 20 

3190 ± 

30 

ȹGÿ (B3LYP) 

/ kcal mol-1 
14.59 13.77 15.15 15.20 15.58 16.11 

Solvent corrected 

ȹGÿ (B3LYP)  

/ kcal mol-1 

16.56 17.21 16.81 16.32 17.14 17.79 

The poor correlation of the solvent corrected DFT modelling with experiment became more 

apparent when Eyring linear regression analysis between the experimental and theoretical 

results was conducted (Figure 3.13). As mentioned previously, a good correlation between 

experiment and theory is obtained when calculations are performed in the gas phase.  

However, a poor correlation (R2 = 0.172) between the solvent corrected B3LYP calculated 

ȹGÿ values and the experimentally determined kobs was observed. This poor agreement 

between theory and experiment suggests that modelling with the B3LYP DFT functional 

with an implicit solvent correction does not provide an appropriate description of the 

lithiation reaction. It is possible that modelling solvent implicitly may not be suitable for this 

reaction where coordination of the solvent and alkyllithium species may need to be 

considered. As implicit solvation only models the solvent as a continuum, the coordination 

of alkyllithium and solvent is not accounted for. Therefore, for this reaction the explicit 

modelling of solvent may provide a better description of the solvation during the reaction 

and provide more accurate reactivity calculations. Unfortunately, explicit solvation is 

substantially more computationally expensive and hence was not feasible for this study. 
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Figure 3.13. Eyring regression analysis for the solvent corrected (blue) and gas phase 

(red) DFT modelled i-PrLi/di -methyl bispidine 195 lithiation of six N-Boc 

heterocycles 

In summary, the work presented in this Chapter indicates that the computational DFT 

modelling can reproduce many of the reactivity differences that were observed 

experimentally for the N-Boc heterocycles studied. Quantification of the correlation between 

the modelled ȹGÿ values and the experimental kobs indicated that a promising correlation 

between theory and experiment was observed when the B3LYP DFT functional was used. 

Preliminary work suggests that the identity of the ligand used in the modelling does not 

affect the reactivity order of substrates provided by the DFT modelling. The addition of 

solvent corrections to the modelling did not improve the correlation with experiment and 

provided some outlying predicted reactivities for substrates. We postulate that implicit 

modelling of solvent may not be appropriate to describe the lithiation reaction, due to the 

coordination of the solvent and alkyllithium species that is not specifically accounted for in 

this solvent model.  
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3.3 Modelling the Effect of the Ligand on the Rate of the Ŭ-Lithiation of 

N-Boc Pyrrolidine 

With DFT modelling showing the ability to reproduce many of the reactivity differences of 

the N-Boc heterocycles observed experimentally, we next turned our attention to attempt to 

reproduce the differences in the rate of lithiation observed when different ligands were used. 

In section 2.2, we detailed how the rate of lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 can be 

significantly altered when different ligands were employed in the lithiation reaction. In an 

attempt to reproduce the experimentally observed differences in reactivity, the i-PrLi/ligand 

lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 was modelled using five of the achiral ligands used in the 

reactivity study presented in Chapter 2 (Figure 3.14). An attempt to model the lithiation of 

N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with i-PrLi/tetra-isopropyl diamine 178 was made but the severe steric 

bulk of the ligand and overall size of the system meant that the location of minima for the 

prelithiation complex was not possible. The i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 lithiation of N-

Boc pyrrolidine was included in this comparison, as the calculation had already been 

performed for the previous DFT modelling of substrate reactivity in section 3.1. This meant 

that a prediction for the reactivity of the s-BuLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 lithiation complex 

could be made using the experimental and DFT data collected for the other five ligands.   

    

    

Figure 3.14. Ligands used to model the i-PrLi/ligand lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 

Prelithiation complexes and transition states for the i-PrLi/ligand lithiation reactions of N-

Boc pyrrolidine 9 were constructed for each of the six different ligands. The resulting 

geometries were optimised using the B3LYP and M06 DFT functionals used previously and 

the activation free energies (ȹGÿ) for each of the different i-PrLi/ligand lithiation reactions 

were calculated and corrected to ï78 ÁC. The DFT calculated ȹGÿ values for the different i-

PrLi/ligand lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and experimentally determined s-BuLi/ligand 

lithiation times are presented in Table 3.7. 
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Table 3.7. Calculated i-PrLi/ligand lithiation activation free energies (ȹGÿ) and 

experimental ReactIRTM  determined s-BuLi/ligand lithiation times for N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9  

 

Entr y Ligand 
ReactIRTM  lithiation 

time 

ȹGÿ (B3LYP) 

/ kcal mol-1 

ȹGÿ (M06)  

/ kcal mol-1 

1 

 

4 min 12.51 13.53 

2 

 

4 min 12.88 12.88 

3 

 

60 min 13.32 14.84 

4 THF 5 h 13.78 14.38 

5 

 

12 h 12.76 13.18 

6 

 

?? 13.77 13.63 

 

By comparing the experimental and computational results in Table 3.7, it was noted that the 

B3LYP DFT functional was able to reproduce the experimental ligand reactivity series for 

each of the five diamines except TMPDA. However, modelling with the M06 DFT 

functional provided a substantially different reactivity trend for the lithiating complexes that 

did not correlate with experiment. 

Both B3LYP and M06 DFT functionals predicted that the reactivity of the i-PrLi/TMPDA 

complex would be similar to that of the i-PrLi/TMEDA and i-PrLi/TMCDA trans-161 
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lithiating complexes. In fact, the experimental data indicated that s-BuLi/TMPDA 179 

provided one of the slowest lithiation reactions of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, which required 12 h 

to complete.  As discussed previously in Chapter 2, it was thought that the slow rate of 

lithiation with s-BuLi/TMPDA 179 may arise from a lack of coordination of the alkyllithium 

and that it is actually s-BuLi/Et2O lithiation that occurs. The DFT modelling explicitly 

modelled the TMPDA 179 diamine coordinated to the alkyllithium, so will not account for 

preferential coordination of the alkyllithium to the solvent rather than diamine. This is the 

likely reason why the DFT modelling suggests that i-PrLi/TMPDA 179 lithiation is more 

facile than was observed experimentally with s-BuLi/TMPDA 179. 

Even though the B3LYP predicted the correct trend in reactivity for the i-PrLi/DPE 177 and 

i-PrLi/THF lithiations of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, the functional provided only a small 0.46 kcal 

mol-1 difference in activation energy for each reaction. However, the experimental results 

showed that a significant ~5-fold difference in reactivity resulted with the two different 

lithiating complexes. This magnitude of reactivity difference should require a more 

substantial difference in the activation energies for the two different lithiations (~1.5 kcal 

mol-1). Conversely, DFT modelling with the M06 functional suggested that i-PrLi/DPE 177 

is less reactive than i-PrLi/THF for the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, contradicting the 

experimental results. 

Modelling with the M06 functional also suggested that the i-PrLi/TMEDA and i-

PrLi/TMCDA trans-161 lithiations of pyrrolidine 9 have a significant 0.65 kcal mol-1 

difference in activation energy. However, the experimental results indicated that s-

BuLi/TMEDA and s-BuLi/TMCDA trans-161 have similar reactivities with complete 

lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 requiring 4 min for both of the s-BuLi/diamine complexes. 

The B3LYP DFT modelling suggests that the i-PrLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 complex has a 

similar reactivity to that of i-PrLi/THF, with near identical calculated ȹGÿ values of 13.77 

kcal mol-1 and 13.88 kcal mol-1 respectively, for the lithiation of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9. 

Therefore, modelling with B3LYP advocates that the s-BuLi/ di-methyl bispidine 195 

lithiation of pyrrolidine 9 will require several hours, with similar reaction time to that of the 

5 h s-BuLi/THF lithiation. The M06 DFT functional does not provide a clear trend with the 

experimental results, so prediction of the reactivity of the s-BuLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 

lithiating complex is unreliable. However, the similar ȹGÿ values calculated for the i-PrLi/di-

methyl bispidine 195 and i-PrLi/TMEDA lithiations of N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 with the M06 
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DFT functional may suggest that the s-BuLi/di-methyl bispidine 195 lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 would be fast with similar reactivity to the lithiation with s-BuLi/TMEDA. 

These results provide evidence that computational modelling can reproduce some of the 

trends in reactivity observed for the different s-BuLi/ligand lithiating complexes. Although 

the B3LYP DFT functional was able to predict the correct reactivity series for four of the 

five lithiating complexes, the calculated ȹGÿ values did not quantitatively reflect the 

differences in the rate of reactivity observed experimental. This suggests that at this point in 

the project, the DFT modelling used provides qualitative rather than quantitative information 

about the reactivities of the different lithiating complexes. The DFT modelling also does not 

account for additional factors that can affect the rate of lithiation. For example, how well the 

ligand binds to the alkyllithium and whether the solvent binding to the alkyllithium is more 

favourable, which is likely why the lithiation reactions with s-BuLi/TPMDA 179 were 

predicted to be faster than observed. As observed with the computed reactivity trends of the 

substrates in section 3.2, it is also clearly evident that the DFT functional used can provide 

very different reactivity series for the different s-BuLi/ligand complexes.  
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3.4 Conclusions and Future Work  

In conclusion, this Chapter described the application of DFT modelling to attempt to 

reproduce and better understand the differences in the reactivities afforded when different 

N-Boc heterocycles and ligands are used in the Ŭ-lithiation reaction. Work reported in this 

Chapter has indicated that it is possible to reproduce many of the reactivity differences 

observed when different substrates are subjected to Ŭ-lithiation. This included the significant 

reactivity difference between unsubstituted 5- and 6-membered heterocycle rings observed 

with N-Boc pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10. DFT modelling was also able to 

reproduce the activating effects observed experimentally with the 6-membered N-Boc 

heterocycles, when substituents are added to the C-4 position or additional heteroatoms are 

included in the heterocycle ring. The DFT modelling has indicated that differences in the 

rates of lithiation of these substrates must arise due to structural differences between the 

substrates. Future work further could explore why these reactivity differences in the N-Boc 

heterocycles are present. We postulate that conformational and electronic orbital overlap 

effects may be the reason for these differences in reactivity. More in-depth computational 

studies may be able to probe whether these effects are the cause of various reactivities 

observed. For example, computational calculation of Ŭ-proton acidities may provide 

evidence for the electronic effects that are postulated to facilitate the lithiation reaction.  

Linear correlation of the modelled activation free-energies and experimentally obtained kobs 

values indicated that the two DFT functionals used did not provide identical amounts of 

agreement with experiment. This highlighted the significant impact that using differing 

levels of theory of DFT functionals can have on the results obtained. In this study, the 

correlation between theory and experiment suggested that modelling with the M06 

functional may not provide an accurate description of the system. This was surprising as it 

is reported that M06 better describes dispersion interactions, which are likely to be 

significant in the Ŭ-lithiation reaction, where multiple chemical species are present. In 

contrast, a good correlation between the B3LYP calculated ȹGÿ values and experimental 

results was obtained. This correlation was then used to predict the reactivities of three 

additional N-Boc heterocycles for which little or no reactivity data was available. The use of 

the computational modelling for a predictive purpose provides an interesting avenue for 

further investigation and this model could be further developed to provide reliable 



 

 
124 

 

predictions of reactivity for substrates. This in turn would allow optimal reaction conditions 

to be found in silico without the need to conduct the reaction in the laboratory beforehand.  

The computational investigation also focussed on investigating the reactivities of 

alkyllithium/ligand lithiating complexes. The i-PrLi/ligand modelled lithiations of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 with the B3LYP DFT functional provided a qualitative agreement with the 

experimental s-BuLi/ligand results, for four of the five i-PrLi/ligand lithiating complexes 

modelled. The DFT modelling suggested the alkyllithium/TMPDA 179 lithiating complex 

was significantly more reactive than what was observed by experiment. This is likely due to 

TMPDA 179 having a lower affinity for alkyllithium compared to the Et2O solvent; the 

competing affinities of the ligand and solvent are not accounted for in the DFT modelling 

conducted. This demonstrates that other processes that occur during the reaction which are 

not accounted for by the modelling may significantly affect the reactivity observed in 

experiment. 

The computational modelling used for all the studies in this chapter could be developed and 

investigated further. This could include the investigation of QM/QM or QM/MM modelling, 

where less significant parts of the molecular geometry can be treated with lower levels of 

theory (or molecular mechanics) to decrease the computational cost. This would also allow 

more crucial parts of the molecular geometry to be treated at higher levels of theory which 

may improve the accuracy and reliability of results without significantly increasing the 

computational expense. The QM/QM modelling i-PrLi/(ï)-sparteine lithiation of N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 9 and N-Boc piperidine 10 have been reported by Wiberg and Deng (see section 

1.4).90 

Another aspect of modelling that could be explored is the effect of basis set supposition error 

(BSSE) upon the results of the calculations, which has not been explored in this 

investigation. The BSSE results from the overlap of the basis functions on atoms that are 

close to each other and where this overlap does occur, that portion of the molecule has an 

effectively increased basis set. In the regions of the molecular geometry where this 

effectively increased basis set occurs, the calculations are improved as the location of 

electrons are better described due to the larger number of basis functions present. As only 

small portions of the molecular geometry that is modelled experience these increases in basis 

set size, this provides a source of error when energy and other properties are calculated for 

the entire system. BSSE can provide a significant source of error in the calculated energies 
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of systems especially where intermolecular reactions such as lithiation are modelled.124,125 

There are many methods that can be used to attempt to correct for the occurrence of the 

BSSE such as using larger basis sets or by employing a counterpoise (CP) correction. These 

methods to correct for BSSE were not attempted in this study due to large computational 

expense of the correction calculations. 

Finally, the use of alternative DFT functionals could be investigated. For example, it may be 

possible to screen a sub-set of the N-Boc heterocycles Ŭ-lithiation reactions with many 

different DFT functionals, to find a functional that provides the best description of the 

lithiation reaction. Alternatively, methods that pair DFT functionals with empirical energy 

corrections could also be utilised. DFT functionals with combined corrections are 

particularly useful as effects like dispersion can be better accounted for without the 

significant increases in computational expense that would result from using a higher level of 

theory. For example, B3LYP-D3 combines the B3LYP DFT functional with Grimmeôs 

DFT-D3 dispersion correction, allowing the inclusion of dispersion energy corrections 

throughout the calculation.126,127 As previously mentioned in this Chapter, DFT in general 

does not accurately describe long-range dispersion interactions119 and these long-range 

interactions are likely to play an important role in the intermolecular multi species lithiation 

reaction. Therefore, inclusion of a dispersion correction should mean that these lithiation 

reactions can be more accurately modelled using DFT. More recently, Grimme et al. have 

developed a B3LYP-gCP-D3 scheme which includes both a dispersion correction (D3) and 

a BSSE correction (gCP).128 This combination of DFT functional and energy corrections 

may be particularly beneficial for the modelling of the lithiation chemistry presented in this 

thesis.
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Chapter 4: Investigation of the Rates of Trapping of Lithiated N-

Boc Heterocycles with Different Electrophiles 

Ensuring a complete and efficient lithiation reaction of an N-Boc heterocycle is only half of 

the challenge when optimising the lithiation-trapping reaction of a substrate. It is also vital 

to ensure that complete trapping occurs with reaction conditions which ensure that the 

desired product is obtained with minimal side reactions (Scheme 4.1).  

Scheme 4.1. General scheme for the trapping reaction of a lithiated intermediate 

 

The use of in situ IR spectroscopy to monitor the trapping reactions of lithiated intermediates 

is less common than monitoring the formation of the lithiated intermediates. More recently, 

however, the ReactIRTM monitoring of the trapping reaction and in some cases the 

subsequent rearrangements of the trapped adducts is becoming popular (see section 1.3.2). 

Monitoring the progress of the trapping reaction can in some cases be very useful to ensure 

that the trapped product can be obtained in a good yield and er/dr. It is well known that 

lithiated intermediates can become configurationally unstable at higher temperatures and if 

the trapping is not complete before the reaction is warmed up then this can result in the 

product being formed in an eroded er.31,129,130 Monitoring the rate of trapping can also allow 

the optimisation of reaction conditions for the trapping, particularly where the trapping may 

be slow at low temperatures such as ï78 °C which are typically used for the preceding 

lithiation step.  

The rate of trapping between a selection of different lithiated N-Boc heterocycles and 

electrophiles at ī78 ÁC has previously been studied qualitatively in the OôBrien group using 

reaction times for the trapping.53 Some of these trapping reactions were very slow at ī78 ÁC 

and only small amounts of incomplete trapping were observed; for these reactions, 

comparison of the trapping rates was not possible. Work in this chapter expands upon this 

previous work by measuring the rate of the trapping using a quantitative kinetic analysis, 

similar to that used to measure the rates of Ŭ-lithiation reactions in Chapter 2. This will allow 

quantitative comparisons of trapping rates for different lithiated intermediates and 

electrophile combinations. 
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4.1 Use of in situ IR Spectroscopy to Study the Rates of Trapping of 

Lithiated N-Boc Heterocycles  

In a similar fashion to the monitoring of the Ŭ-lithiation of N-Boc heterocycles, the 

subsequent trapping reaction of the lithiated intermediate can also be followed using in situ 

IR spectroscopy with the ReactIRTM apparatus.  For example, the Me3SiCl trapping of 

lithiated N-Boc pyrrolidine 9, whose ReactIRTM monitored s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation was 

discussed in section 2.1, required 10 min for complete trapping to occur (Scheme 4.2). 

During the trapping reaction, two different species are observed: lithiated intermediate 164 

(ɜC=O = 1648 cm-1) and the trapped adduct, 2-silyl pyrrolidine 11 (ɜC=O = 1693 cm-1). The 

ReactIRTM monitoring showed the consumption of the lithiated intermediate 164 and 

formation of the trapped product 2-silyl pyrrolidine 11 during the course of the reaction. 

After the trapping was complete, Me3SiCl trapped adduct 11 was afforded in 87% isolated 

yield. 

Scheme 4.2. ReactIRTM  monitored Me3SiCl trapping of 2-lithio N-Boc pyrrolidine 164 

 

 

During the trapping reaction, the ɜC=O of the carbamate in species 164 shifts to a higher 

frequency during the trapping reaction since the C=O bond becomes stronger during the 

trapping reaction. This occurs as the species is converted from the 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164, 
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where the carbamate C=O is strongly coordinated to the lithium, into the trapped adduct 11 

which will have little or no coordination between the carbamate C=O and Li.  

As discussed in Chapter 2, the visually obtained reaction times from the ReactIRTM 

monitoring can be inaccurate and unreliable, therefore it was decided to subject the 

ReactIRTM data to kinetic analysis to quantify the rates of trapping. The trapping reaction of 

the lithiated intermediates occurs via an SN2 reaction for tetrahedral electrophiles such as 

Me3SiCl, Me2SO4 and MeI and a nucleophilic addition mechanism for sp2 carbonyl 

electrophiles such as PhCHO. Both trapping mechanisms are bimolecular and therefore the 

rate of the trapping reaction is expected to be dependent on both the concentration of 

electrophile and lithiated intermediate (RLi) (Equation 4.1). 

ὨὙὒὭ

Ὠὸ
 Ὧ  ὙὒὭὩὰὩὧὸὶέὴὬὭὰὩ 

As it is a complex task to obtain a second order rate constant for a reaction, in this case ktrap, 

it was decided to apply a pseudo-first order approximation. This allows a kobs to be measured 

which is only dependent on the concentration of the lithiated intermediate (Equation 4.2).  

ὨὙὒὭ

Ὠὸ
Ὧ ὙὒὭ 

The standard reaction conditions for the trapping of lithiated intermediates use 2.0 eq. of 

electrophile, which is only a moderate excess. However, it would be beneficial if this amount 

of excess electrophile could be used to obtain kinetic data for several reasons. First, all the 

previously collected ReactIRTM kinetic data in the group used a 2.0 eq. excess of 

electrophile.53 Therefore, if the kinetic analysis requires a larger excess of electrophile then 

all of the experiments would need to be repeated. Second, the addition of large excesses of 

electrophile (i.e. 10.0 eq.) could result in anomalous kinetic data arising from the addition of 

large volumes of electrophiles that would be added to the reaction. Finally, it would be useful 

to obtain kinetic data from a reaction which is still conducted for a synthetic purpose 

allowing the trapped product to be easily isolated at the end. If a large excess of electrophile 

was added, then this may result in a more complex separation due to the large quantity of 

unreacted electrophile present. 

With this in mind, we decided to use the synthetic reaction conditions and maintain a 2.0 eq. 

excess of the electrophiles and only use kinetic data from the first 20% of conversion of the 

trapping reaction, obtaining effectively an initial rate for the trapping reaction. During the 

(Equation 4.1) 

(Equation 4.2) 
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first 20% of conversion, the concentration of the electrophile should only change by a 

relatively small amount, effectively providing pseudo-first order kinetics with respect to the 

lithiated intermediate. 

The Me3SiCl trapping reaction of 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164 shown in Scheme 4.2 was the first 

trapping reaction that was subjected to kinetic analysis. A semilogarithmic plot was 

constructed using ReactIRTM kinetic data for the first 20% conversion of the trapping 

reaction, to obtain a pseudo-first order kobs for the reaction (Figure 4.1.a). Additionally, a 

second semilogarithmic plot was constructed which included up to 90% conversion for the 

trapping reaction. This second plot (Figure 4.1.b). was constructed to identify whether 

pseudo-first order kinetics were observed over the entirety of the trapping reaction or not. A 

non-linear correlation in the 90% conversion plot would suggest first order kinetics were not 

exhibited throughout the reaction, thus suggesting that 2.0 eq. of the Me3SiCl electrophile is 

not sufficient to provide pseudo-first order reaction conditions throughout. 

 

Figure 4.1. Semilogarithmic plots for (a) the first 20% conversion and (b) up to 90% 

conversion for the Me3SiCl trapping of 2-lithio  N-Boc pyrrolidine 164 

The semilogarithmic plots for both 20% and 90% conversion of 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164 

provided strong linear correlations (R2 = 0.997 for both plots, Figure 4.1). This indicated that 

a pseudo-first order reaction with respect to the lithiated intermediate 164 was observed for 

the whole Me3SiCl trapping reaction of 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164. This also suggested that 2.0 

eq. of the electrophile (Me3SiCl) is sufficient for pseudo-first order conditions to be 

maintained throughout this particular trapping reaction. Both semilogarithmic plots offered 

very similar kobs values for the trapping which were within the margins error of one another. 

Calculation of kobs using the first 20% conversion provided kobs = (8.55 ± 0.34)×10-3 s-1 and 
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for 90% conversion kobs = (8.21 ± 0.11)×10-3 s-1. To enable easy comparison of the rate of 

trapping with other substrates and electrophiles, a t1/2 for the trapping of (81.1 ± 3.2) s was 

calculated using the kobs measured for 20% conversion. A detailed procedure for the kinetic 

analysis carried out for the trapping reactions of the lithiated N-Boc heterocycles presented 

in Chapter 4 is detailed in section 6.2 of this thesis. 

When a similar kinetic analysis was carried out for the MeI trapping of 2-lithio Nô-Bn N-

Boc piperazine 199, a deviation from pseudo-first order kinetics during the reaction was 

observed. ReactIRTM monitoring of this reaction indicated that 3.5 h were required for 

complete trapping to occur, after which the trapped product, 2-methyl piperazine 200 was 

obtained in 80% yield (Scheme 4.3). By visual inspection of the ReactIRTM trace, it is evident 

that the curve for the consumption of lithiated intermediate 199 appeared to match that of a 

multiple order reaction.  

Scheme 4.3. ReactIRTM  monitored MeI trapping of 2-lithio Nô-Bn N-Boc piperazine 

199 

 

 

Semilogarithmic plots were constructed for both 20% conversion and 90% conversion of the 

MeI trapping of 2-lithio Nô-Bn piperazine 199 using ReactIRTM kinetic data, as carried out 

for the Me3SiCl trapping of 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164 (Figure 4.2).  
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Figure 4.2. Semilogarithmic plots for (a) the first 20% conversion and (b) up to 90% 

conversion for the MeI trapping of 2-lithio  Nô-Bn N-Boc piperazine 199 

The first order plot that was constructed using the kinetic data for up to 90% conversion of 

2-lithio Nô-Bn piperazine 199 (Figure 4.2.b) did not provide a good linear correlation. It is 

evident that a deviation from pseudo-first order kinetics occurs roughly 600 s into the 

trapping reaction. This deviation from first order kinetics in the trapping reaction likely 

arises from the development of an insufficient excess of electrophile mid-reaction. At this 

point 600 s into the trapping reaction, second order kinetics are observed as the rate of 

trapping becomes dependant on both the concentration of lithiated intermediate and 

electrophile. The semilogarithmic plot of the first 20% conversion for MeI trapping of 2-

lithio Nô-Bn piperazine 199 (Figure 4.2.a) provided a good linear correlation, indicating that 

during this initial portion of the trapping reaction, pseudo-first order conditions with respect 

to the lithiated intermediate 199 were observed. This plot provided a kobs = (1.22 ± 0.06) 

×10-3 s-1 and t1/2 = (569 ± 30) s for the MeI trapping of 2-lithio Nô-Bn N-Boc piperazine 199. 

With a viable method to quantify the rate of the trapping reaction between a lithiated 

intermediate and electrophile established, our attention centred on investigating the trends 

in reactivity for both the different lithiated intermediates and different electrophiles. To this 

end, kinetic data was collected for the Me3SiCl, Me2SO4, MeI and PhCHO trapping reactions 

of three different lithiated N-Boc heterocycles: 164, cis-201 and 199 (Figure 4.3). It was 

envisaged that these 12 trapping reactions would provide useful information about the trends 

in reactivity for both the electrophile and lithiated intermediate. 
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Figure 4.3. 12 Combinations of lithiated N-Boc heterocycles and electrophiles 

A variety of different rates of trapping were observed with the different combinations of 

lithiated intermediate and electrophile used. Many of these combinations of lithiated 

intermediate and electrophile displayed fast trapping reactions. For trapping reactions where 

the time for complete trapping was < 3 min, kobs and t1/2s were estimated as kinetic analysis 

could not be carried out as too few data points were available to measure rate constants for 

the trapping. For these trapping reactions, estimated t1/2s were approximated using t1/2 å ttrap/7 

(as 7 t1/2s = 99% conversion), where ttrap was the time taken for complete trapping. For 

example, the PhCHO trapping of 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164 was extremely fast (complete 

within the 1 min time lapse between scans of the ReactIRTM) with a t1/2 of < 8.6 s (Scheme 

4.4.a).53 After work-up and purification, the PhCHO trapping of 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164 

provided a mixture of benzyl alcohol diastereomers 31 in 93% yield. The MeI trapping of 2-

lithio phenyl piperidine cis-201 also displayed a relatively fast trapping reaction, with kobs = 

(3.18 ± 0.02)×10-3 s-1 and t1/2 = (218 ± 1) s calculated by kinetic analysis of the first 20% 

conversion of the trapping. After work-up and purification of the MeI trapping of 2-lithio 

phenyl piperidine cis-201, 2-methyl 4-phenyl piperidine cis-35 was afforded in 64% yield 

(Scheme 4.4.b). 
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Scheme 4.4. (a) PhCHO trapping of 2-lithio N-Boc pyrrolidine 164 and (b) MeI 

trapping of 2-lithio 4-phenyl piperidine cis-201 

 

 

On the other hand, there were trapping reactions of lithiated intermediates that displayed 

very slow rates of trapping. The Me3SiCl trapping of 2-lithio Nô-Bn piperazine 199 was the 

slowest trapping reaction observed in this investigation, with kobs = (1.37 ± 0.01)×10-5 s-1 and 

t1/2 = (51300 ± 100) s measured by kinetic analysis of the first 20% conversion of the 

trapping. After a 13 h trapping time at ï78 °C only partial trapping of 2-lithio Nô-Bn 

piperazine 199 was observed (Scheme 4.5). As the Me3SiCl trapping of 199 was so slow, a 

second fast trapping electrophile, PhCHO, was added to trap the remaining un-trapped 

lithiated intermediate 199. This second electrophile was added to ensure that the preceding 

lithiation was complete and to measure the baseline absorbance at 1648 cm-1, which is 

required for the kinetic analysis. Purification after the addition of both electrophiles provided 
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the Me3SiCl trapped adduct 59 in 40% yield and a 60:40 mixture of PhCHO trapped benzyl 

alcohols syn- and anti-202 in 42% yield. 

Scheme 4.5. Me3SiCl trapping of 2-lithio Nô-Bn piperazine 199 

 

The kobs and t1/2s for all 12 trapping reactions with isolated yields of the trapped adduct, are 

presented in Table 4.1. Due to their faster rates of trapping (time for complete trapping < 3 

min), the results from the methylations of 2-lithio N-Boc pyrrolidine 164 and the PhCHO 

trapping reaction are estimated kobs and t1/2 values. All other kobs and t1/2 values in Table 4.1 

were determined by kinetic analysis of the first 20% of trapping conversion as discussed 

earlier; in all of these cases the first order plots for up to 20% conversion provided good 

linear correlations, suggesting that during this initial portion of the trapping reaction, pseudo-

first order kinetics with respect to the lithiated intermediate were observed (see section 6.5 

for semilogarithmic plots). In fact, for all of the trapping reactions with Me3SiCl, pseudo-

first order kinetics with respect to the lithiated intermediate were observed over the course 

of the trapping reaction (up to 90% conversion for 164 and cis-201, and up to PhCHO 

trapping for 199). Conversely, all of the trapping reactions with Me2SO4 and MeI which 

were subjected to kinetic analysis showed deviation from pseudo-first order kinetics at some 

point mid-reaction (after 20% conversion). 
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Table 4.1. Measured kobs, t1/2s and isolated yields for the Me3SiCl, Me2SO4, MeI and 

PhCHO trapping reactions of lithiated intermediates 164, cis-201 and 199 

 Me3SiCl Me2SO4 MeI  PhCHO 

 

kobs = (8.55 ± 

0.34)×10-3 s-1 

t1/2 = (81.1 ± 3.2) s 

(81%) 

kobs å 4.1×10-2 s-1 a 

t1/2 < 17 s 

(66%) 

kobs å 2.7 

×10-2 s-1 a,b 

t1/2 < 26 s  

(40%) 

kobs å 8.1 

×10-2 s-1 a,c 

t1/2 < 8.6 s 

(93%) 

 

kobs = (7.57 ± 

0.07)×10-5 s-1 

t1/2 = (9160 ± 80) s 

(73%) 

kobs = (2.74 ± 

0.05)×10-4 s-1 

t1/2 = (2530 ± 50) s 

(63%) 

kobs = (3.18 ± 

0.02)×10-3 s-1 

t1/2 = (218 ± 1) s 

(64%) 

--d 

 

kobs = (1.37 ± 

0.01)×10-5 s-1 

t1/2 = (51300 ± 400) s 

(40%) 

kobs = (2.14 ± 

0.06)×10-5 s-1 

t1/2 = (32400 ± 900) s 

(35%) 

kobs = (1.22 ± 

0.06)×10-3 s-1 

t1/2 = (569 ± 30) s 

(80%) 

kobs å 8.1 

×10-2 s-1 a,c 

t1/2 < 8.6 s 

(52%) 

a kobs and t1/2s for these trapping reactions are estimated (t1/2 å trapping time / 7) 

b upon addition of MeI, gelation was observed and this provided unreliable kinetics (this is 

discussed in more detail later) 

c previous in-group work.53 

d the trapping of 2-lithio 4-phenyl piperidine cis-201 has been carried out using a 

cyclobutanone electrophile53 and estimated kobs å 8.1Ĭ10
-2 s-1 and t1/2 of < 8.6 s were 

calculateda 

The reactivities of the different lithiated intermediate and electrophile combinations 

presented in Table 4.1 were also quantified using initial rate analysis. As the initial 

concentrations of all reagents were kept constant for each lithiation-trapping experiment it 

is possible to compare the reactivities of the different lithiated intermediates and 

electrophiles using the initial reaction rates. Initial rates were calculated by plotting the 

decaying absorbance of the lithiated intermediate during the trapping reaction and then 

calculating a gradient of a tangent to the initial consumption where the concentrations of 

lithiated intermediate and electrophile are known. For example, the initial rate analysis for 

the Me3SiCl trapping of lithiated N-Boc pyrrolidine 164 provided initial rate, rateinit = (4.99 

± 0.18)×10-4 s-1 (Figure 4.4). 
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Figure 4.4. Initial rate analysis for the Me3SiCl trapping of lithiated N-Boc 

pyrrolidine 164 (the tangent for initial rate is shown in red on the plot) 

The initial rates for the trapping reactions presented in Table 4.1 are presented in Table 4.2 

(initial rates for the trapping reactions with PhCHO are not included as these reactions were 

too rapid for kinetic analysis). The reactivity trends provided by both initial rates and the 

calculated kobs for the lithiated intermediates and electrophiles are identical, suggesting a 

good agreement between both methods of trapping rate quantification.   

Table 4.2. Measured initial rates (rate init ) for the Me3SiCl, Me2SO4 and MeI trapping 

reactions of lithiated intermediates 164, cis-201 and 199 

 Me3SiCl Me2SO4 MeI  

 

rateinit = (4.99 ± 

0.18)×10-4 s-1 

rateinit = (8.41 ± 

0.13)×10-2 s-1 
--a 

 

rateinit = (4.76 ± 

0.12)×10-6 s-1 

rateinit = (1.39 ± 

0.09)×10-5 s-1 

rateinit = (1.34 ± 

0.31)×10-4 s-1 

 

rateinit = (9.70 ± 

0.70)×10-7 s-1 

rateinit = (2.53 ± 

0.37)×10-6 s-1 

rateinit = (8.90 ± 

0.46)×10-5 s-1 

a this initial rate was not calculated as upon addition of MeI, gelation was observed and this 

provided unreliable kinetics (this is discussed in more detail later) 
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On inspection of the trapping reaction t1/2s and initial rates obtained for the three different 

lithiated heterocycles and four different electrophiles, trends in reactivity for both the 

lithiated intermediates and electrophiles are apparent. A clear trend in reactivity of the 

lithiated intermediates 164, cis-201 and 199 was evident with Me3SiCl, Me2SO4 and MeI 

electrophiles, which provided trapping reactions that were slow enough for differences in 

reactivity of the lithiated intermediates to be observed. For each of these three electrophiles, 

the same lithiated intermediate reactivity series was observed where 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164 

> 2-lithio 4-phenyl piperidine cis-201 > 2-lithio Nô-Bn piperazine 199.  

At first glance, the trapping reactivity of these three N-Boc heterocycles appears to show no 

relationship with the lithiation reactivity order for the same substrates (Table 4.3). For 

example, Nô-Bn piperazine 57 affords the fastest lithiation reaction with s-BuLi/TMEDA 

with t1/2 = 18.3 s but the respective lithiated intermediate 199 provides the slowest trapping 

reactions of the three substrates. On closer inspection however, there may be a possible 

correlation between the lithiation and trapping reactivities of the two 6-membered 

heterocycles in Table 4.2, 4-phenyl N-Boc piperidine cis-201 and Nô-Bn N-Boc piperazine 

199. For these two 6-membered heterocycles we observe that a more facile lithiation means 

a slower rate of trapping with Me3SiCl. At present, only kinetic data for the trapping 

reactions of the two 6-membered heterocycles 199 and 201 has been collected and hence 

this trend may be an artefact from the small amount of data rather than an actual physical 

effect. Kinetic analysis of the trapping reactions of other 6-membered heterocycles would 

need to be carried out to better determine whether is there is an inverse trend between 

lithiation and trapping reactivities of these 6-membered heterocycles. If this trend is not an 

artefact, it is possible that orbital overlap effects may be responsible for this inverse 

correlation in lithiation and trapping reactivities. In Chapter 2 we proposed that orbital 

overlap in the 6-membered heterocycles could facilitate the lithiation via back donation from 

the C-H ů orbital of the Ŭ-proton making it more acidic. With the lithiated intermediates this 

same process could result in the stabilisation of the carbanion intermediate via the same back 

donation process. Therefore, the 6-membered heterocycle with the most facile lithiation 

would have the most stabilised carbanion intermediate which would offer the slowest rate of 

trapping. In this case, Nô-Bn piperazine 199 would be the more stable carbanion than 4-

phenyl piperidine cis-201 resulting in its slower rate of trapping. 
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Table 4.3. Comparison of the t1/2s of Me3SiCl trapping and s-BuLi/TMEDA lithiation 

for lithiated N-Boc heterocycles 164, cis-201 and 199 

Substrate 
Me3SiCl 

trapping t1/2 

s-BuLi/TMEDA 

lithiation t1/2 

 

(81.1 ± 3.2) s (20.7 ± 0.9) s 

 

(9160 ± 80) s (642 ± 5) s 

 

(51300 ± 400) s (18.3 ± 0.9) s 

The four electrophiles used for the trapping reactions presented in Table 4.1 displayed the 

same reactivity trend for each of the lithiated intermediates where the rate of trapping 

followed the order PhCHO > MeI > Me2SO4 > Me3SiCl.  For the Me2SO4 and MeI trapping 

reactions of 2-lithio N-Boc pyrrolidine 164, it appears that the MeI trapping is slower than 

that for Me2SO4. However, gelation of the reaction mixture was observed upon addition of 

the MeI electrophile which provides unreliable kinetics due to the inhomogeneity of the 

reaction. For the MeI trapping reactions of 2-lithio 4-phenyl piperidine cis-201 and 2-lithio 

Nô-Bn piperazine 199, negligible amounts of gelation occurred. A more detailed discussion 

of the gelation observed with MeI is presented in section 4.2. 

For both the lithiated intermediates and electrophiles presented in Tables 4.1 and 4.2, clear 

reactivity trends are displayed but it is difficult to provide a general rationale for why these 

differences in reactivity occur. Generalising the trapping reactivity for each of the lithiated 

intermediates is likely to be misleading, as the reactivity with different electrophiles is 

probably dictated by different effects that are particular to the electrophile that is used. For 

example, the reactivity of some electrophiles may be primarily dictated by steric interactions 

and others due to the electronic properties of the lithiated intermediate. This would mean 
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that direct comparison of certain properties of the lithiated intermediates may not provide an 

explanation for all the different trapping reactivities observed. This point is highlighted by 

the rates of reaction observed for the Me3SiCl and Me2SO4 trapping reactions of 2-lithio 

bicyclic pyrrolidine 203, which are presented below.  

The Me3SiCl trapping of lithiated bicyclic pyrrolidine 203 is an extremely slow reaction with 

t1/2 å 166000 s (t1/2 is approximate as no second electrophile was added to measure baseline 

shift) and is much slower than the analogous trapping of 2-lithio Nô-Bn piperazine 199 (t1/2 

= 51300 s) (Scheme 4.6.a). However, the Me2SO4 trapping of 2-lithio bicyclic pyrrolidine 

203 is relatively fast with t1/2 = (1740 ± 90) s and is much faster than the Me2SO4 trapping 

observed with 2-lithio Nô-Bn piperazine 199 (t1/2 = 32400 s) (Scheme 4.6.b). This indicated 

that the lithiated intermediate with the slowest Me3SiCl trapping does not necessarily mean 

that it will have the slowest trapping reactions with other electrophiles such as Me2SO4. For 

the case of 2-lithio bicyclic pyrrolidine 203, it is likely that the slow Me3SiCl trapping results 

from the steric interactions between the hindered tertiary organolithium and sterically bulky 

Me3SiCl electrophile. It is possible that the rate of Me2SO4 trapping with 2-lithio bicyclic 

pyrrolidine 203 is dictated by electronic effects rather than steric effects and this could 

explain the large difference in reactivity observed between the Me3SiCl and Me2SO4 

trapping reactions of lithiated pyrrolidine 203.  
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Scheme 4.6. Me3SiCl (a) and Me2SO4 (b) trapping reactions of 2-lithio bicyclic 

pyrrolidine 203 

 

 

Providing a complete rationale for the reactivity observed with the four electrophiles 

presented in Table 4.1 is also difficult. The PhCHO trapping reactions of each of the three 

lithiated intermediates were rapid, with complete trapping occurring between the 1 min time 

lapse between scans on the ReactIRTM apparatus. In fact, all trapping reactions conducted 

with PhCHO in this study, which involved five different lithiated intermediates, occurred 

rapidly with complete trapping occurring within the 1 min window between scans on the 

ReactIRTM apparatus (Figure 4.5).  

     

Figure 4.5. Lit hiated N-Boc heterocycles trapped using PhCHO 
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Clearly, the carbonyl group is the key to the fast trapping reactions observed with these 

electrophiles. Both literature64 and unpublished work by the OôBrien group53 have also 

provided evidence that carbonyl electrophiles such as benzophenone 206, cyclobutanone 207 

and CO2 also exhibit rapid, < 1 min, trapping reactions (Figure 4.6). 

 

Figure 4.6. Rapid trapping carbonyl electrophiles 

For each of the three lithiated intermediates whose trapping reactions were investigated 

(Tables 4.1 and 4.2), Me3SiCl provided the slowest trapping reaction. It is well known that 

the trapping of organolithium reagents with chlorosilane electrophiles can provide slow 

reactions.54ï56 It is likely that the slow rate of trapping observed with Me3SiCl is due to the 

steric bulk of the electrophile which hinders the trapping process. There is evidence that the 

rate of the trapping reactions with chlorosilane electrophiles does depend on the size of the 

electrophile. For example, it is known the trapping reactions of organolithiums with the 

bulkier Ph3SiCl electrophile are slower than those with Me3SiCl.131,132 

Two of our key findings from this Chapter, the fact that Me3SiCl trapping reactions tend to 

be slow and that trapping with carbonyl electrophiles are fast, is mirrored by work conducted 

by Aggarwal (see scheme 1.50). Aggarwal noted that the slow trapping of a particular 

enantioenriched lithiated intermediate with Me3SiCl was problematic, as the rates of 

trapping and racemisation of the intermediate were similar which resulted in the trapped 

products being obtained in poor er. Conversely, fast trapping electrophiles such as ClCO2Me 

provided the trapped product in high er as the fast rate of trapping outcompeted the slower 

rate of lithiated intermediate racemisation. 

Both Me2SO4 and MeI electrophiles provided moderate trapping reactivities between those 

of Me3SiCl and PhCHO. However, the reason why Me2SO4 afforded slower trapping 

reaction than MeI is currently unclear. Based on a simple analysis, it was perhaps expected 

that the trapping reactions with the hard alkyllithium and hard Me2SO4 electrophile would 

be faster than the soft MeI electrophile.  
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4.2 Investigation of the Gelation of the Reaction Mixture When Using MeI 

as the Electrophile 

As mentioned in section 4.1, the MeI trapping reaction of 2-lithio N-Boc pyrrolidine 164 

provided unreliable kinetic data and this was attributed to gelation of the reaction solution 

occurring upon addition of the MeI electrophile (Table 4.1 and Scheme 4.7). When MeI was 

added, the bulk reaction mixture solidified, stirring of the reaction ceased and the solution 

developed a turbid appearance. The ReactIRTM monitoring of the trapping reaction indicated 

that the reaction stalled mid-reaction (circled in Scheme 4.7.a) and then the trapping 

continued. It is likely that the lack of stirring and inhomogeneity of the solution are the 

reason for these anomalous kinetic data. 

Scheme 4.7. ReactIRTM  monitored MeI trapping of 2-lithio N-Boc pyrrolidine 164 (a) 

and the observed gelation in the reaction flask (b) 

 

 

For the MeI trapping reactions of 2-lithio 4-phenyl piperidine cis-201 and 2-lithio Nô-Bn 

piperazine 199, only very small amounts of gelation were visually observed at the edge of 

the reaction flask. For each of these MeI trapping reactions, no detrimental effects on the 

kinetic data collected were observed due to the small amounts of gelation. It is possible that 

the fast rate of trapping between MeI and 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164 may result in the gelation 
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of the entire bulk solution, whereas slower trapping reactions of lithiated intermediates cis-

201 and 199 which require >1 h for complete trapping to occur, may result in only small 

amounts of gelation. This hypothesis is further supported by the fast MeI trapping of lithiated 

4-amino N-Boc piperidine cis-208 where the complete gelation of the bulk solution also 

occurred (Scheme 4.8). Upon addition of the MeI electrophile, the ReactIRTM monitoring 

indicated that trapping reaction had stalled after 15 min. After the work-up, 1H NMR 

spectroscopy of the crude product indicated that 4-amino N-Boc piperidine 168 starting 

material was present and subsequent purification provided methylated product cis-209 in 

40% yield and recovered starting material 168 in 21% yield. The recovery of unreacted 

starting material likely arises from incomplete trapping where the gelation of the solution 

prevents complete trapping from occurring, as the lithiation and Me3SiCl trapping reaction 

of 4-amino N-Boc piperidine 168 provided complete conversion to the Me3SiCl trapped 

adduct (see section 6.6). 

Scheme 4.8. ReactIRTM  monitored MeI trapping of 2-lit hio 4-amino piperidine cis-208 

 

 

The gelation during the trapping reactions of lithiated intermediates was not observed with 

any electrophiles other than MeI that were used in this investigation. Therefore, we conclude 

that the gelation may arise from the formation of LiI salts during the trapping reaction. To 
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probe whether LiI was responsible for the gelation observed, an attempt to recreate the 

gelation using LiI salts was explored (Scheme 4.9). LiI salt (2.0 mmol), TMEDA (1.30 

mmol) and Et2O (14 mL) were stirred at rt for 30 min and then cooled to ï78 °C but no 

gelation was observed. A second reaction was conducted where s-BuLi (1.3 mmol of a 1.3 

M solution in cyclohexane) was added to a stirred solution of TMEDA (1.3 mmol) and MeI 

(2.00 mmol) at ï78 °C. Upon addition of MeI, the solution developed a turbid appearance, 

similar to that observed during the trapping reactions of 164, cis-201 and 199 and a small 

amount of gelation was observed. This experiment suggests that the liberation of LiI salts 

from the reaction between the alkyllithium reagents and MeI may be responsible for the 

gelation observed. Furthermore, we postulate that rapid trapping reactions with MeI may 

form the LiI salts over a short period of time which causes the gelation of the entire bulk 

solution, as observed with the MeI trapping reactions of 2-lithio pyrrolidine 164 and 2-lithio 

4-amino piperidine cis-208. 

Scheme 4.9. Attempted recreations of the gelation observed with the MeI trapping 

reaction using (a) LiI and TMEDA and (b) s-BuLi/TMEDA and MeI  
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