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Abstract

The aim of this study is to analyse Saudi poetry in the last quarter of the 20™
century, in the light of its historical, cultural and desert dimensions, using the
Fugitive Meaning Approach, which was based on Structural Stylistics and Creative
Thinking. After describing the history and literary evolution in Saudi Arabia in
Chapters One and Two, and explaining the Fugitive Meaning Approach and
reviewing the literature in Chapters Three and Four, the four main poetic
phenomena in Saudi poetry in the selected period have been studied. The four poetic
phenomena, analysed in Chapters Five to Eight, are the qualitative employment of
popular heritage, affiliation and the domination of anxiety, Saudi women and the
inevitable conflict, and vagueness and the adventure of distinction.

Chapter One sets out the historical and cultural background of Saudi Arabia
during the 18", 19" and 20" centuries. It focuses on the 20™ century by classifying
modern Saudi history into five stages, in which some developmental factors and
aspects have been included.

Chapter Two examines the stages of literary evolutions in Saudi Arabia: Neo-
classicism, Romanticism and Modemism. It focuses on the Modemist period in the
country, including its history, and general features, such as revolutionary spirit,
vagueness, conflict and renewal.

In Chapter Three, the Fugitive Meaning Approach, which is based on Structural
Stylistics, as a linguistics background, and Creative Thinking, as a means of analysing
literary texts, has been described. After explaining Stylistics with its common features,
such as foregrounding, deviation and parallelism, Structuralism, Structural Stylistics,
Creative Thinking, with its principles, devices, fields and stages, the chapter explains
the approach, focusing on its originality and concepts taken from other approaches.

Chapter Four reviews the literature on Saudi poetry in the selected period,
which covers studying the employment of heritage, the artistic features, intellectual
attitudes, the transformation of the poetic movement and the relationship between
Saudi poetry and Saudi society.

Chapter Five analyses the qualitative employment of popular heritage, illustrated
by four poems by °Ali al-Dumayni, Sa‘ad al-Humaydin, Jasim al-Suhayyih and
Muhammad al-Thubayti.

In Chapter Six, affiliation and the domination of anxiety has been investigated
through studying four poems by ‘Abdullah al-Rushayd, ‘Abdullah al-Zayd, Ahmad al-
Salih and Muhammad al-Mansiir.

Chapter Seven examines Saudi women and the inevitable conflict by analysing
three poems by Thurayya al-Urayyid, Latifah Qari and Ashjan al-Hindi.

Chapter Eight analyses vagueness and the adventure of distinction via studying
three poems by ‘Abdullah al-Khashrami, Fawziyyah Abu Khalid and Muhammad al-

Dumayni.
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Introduction

This introduction describes the significance of the study of Saudi poetry in the last
quarter of the 20™ century. It then states the purpose of the study and the
methodology used in the study. The introduction ends with a description of the

thesis organisation.

1. The Significance of the Study of Saudi Poetry
The significance of the study of Saudi poetry in the last quarter of the 20" century,

will be obvious and persuasive when the reasons which led up to the study, and the
cultural social and intellectual aspects are explained.

[t is believed that studying Saudi literature, in general, and Saudi poetry, in
particular, is very important since the society in Saudi Arabia has witnessed massive
and significant changes and transformations, which enabled it to move from the
desert life to a modern life within a few decades. These changes and transformations,
which are unprecedented in nature and scale, are felt not only in the apparent
economic and materialistic aspects, but also in the intellectual, cultural and social
spheres. Some factors, as will be described in Chapter One, assisted the social
changes in the society, such as the creation of a political entity by Ibn Sud, the
discovery of oil, openness to the outside world and the creation of strong cultural
connections with it, not to mention the period of globalisation, which has started to

influence society in many aspects, economically, culturally and intellectually.

It is apparent that literature, in general, and especially poetry, in Arab societies,
reflects the features, concerns and interests of society. Saudi poetry, in the selected
period, underwent a significant transtormation, which was associated with various
levels of conflict in Saudi society. These conflicts, which varied in their goals,
methods and strength, were waged between conservatism, represented by the Islamist
and conservative trend in general, and modemnity, represented by the modernist trend
and the adherents of social and intellectual change in general. Saudi poetry, in the
selected period, p]ayed a crucial role in representing these trends in the country,
which influenced both form and content, a fact that prompted this study to

investigate some important poetic phenomena in Saudi poetry in the selected period.



Considering the many huge changes in Saudi society and the vital role of Saudi
poetry in adopting, reflecting and expressing social and cultural trends through poetic
phenomena, the significance of studying Saudi poetry in this period is evident.
Especially there is need for a study that considers comprehensively the structure of
the society and describes not only the role and impact of poetry in these changes, but

also its interaction with them and the way it was influenced by them.

It order to achieve that, the thesis focuses upon the poetic phenomena in Saudi
poetry and pays attention to the structural and the stylistic features in the poems
representing a phenomenon at the same time, in order to give a whole picture of
Saudti poetry based on joining the structural and stylistic details in a poem with the

general features of Saudi poetry, i.e. the poetic phenomena.

2. The Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to analyse Saudi poetry in the selected period within its

variety of dimensions and holistic contexts. The Fugitive Meaning Approach, which
will be discussed in Chapter Three, is suggested to achieve this goal. The analysis is
based upon investigating the structural and stylistic details of each poem in relation
to the general poetic phenomena of Saudi poetry. The reason for this is to identify
the extent to whi’ch Saudi poetry is influenced not only by the events and
circumstances in the selected period itself, but also by the accumulated historical,
cultural and social experiences before the selected period, and to identify the impact
of Saudi poetry on the intellectual and social phenomena in Saudi society, in order to
put Saudi poetry in its proper context among the movement of social changes taking

place in Saudi society.

3. The Selected Period
The last quarter of the 20™ century is selected to be the period in which Saudi poetry

will be investigated in this study, because it is the most important time so far in Saudi
poetry, as will be explained in Chapter Two, in terms of the level of social interaction
with poetry, level of public and elite awareness, the involvement of poetry in social ._
conflict in the country and the discovery of oil, whose influence has appeared clearly

in many aspects of Saudi society and people.



4. Methodology of the Study

The methodology, which will be followed in this study, is the descriptive and
analytical approach. Therefore, this study is based upon classifying Saudi poetry into
poetic phenomena, which enables the present researcher to identify the historical,
cultural and desert influences on Saudi poets, as well as Saudi poetry. As will be
mentioned in Chapter Five, the first four poetic phenomena in Saudi poetry will be
studied by analysing fourteen poems representing the four poetic phenomena, which
constitute the last four chapters in this thesis, i.e. chapters five to eight.

The descriptive method is represented in not only classifying Saudi poetry into poetic
phenomena according to its poetic aspects, such as the employment of popular
heritage, the poetry of affiliation, the poetry of conflict and the use of poetic
vagueness, but also breaking each phenomenon into various sub-phenomena. Each
sub-phenomenon is represented by a specific poem, in order to highlight the main
poetic aspects of each phenomenon. In addition, the descriptive method will be used
in giving an overview of each sub-phenomenon by explaining how a poem represents

the sub-phenomenon.

The analytical method will be en;ployed In analysing the poems, representing the
sub-phenomena, according to the Fugitive Meaning Approach, discussed in Chapter
Three, which is derived from Structural Stylistics, as a linguistics background, and
Creative Thinking, as a means of thinking in analysing literary texts. Each poem will
be investigated as one unit, which means the content and the artistic features, such as
content, emotion, experience, the language (lexis and syntax), images, rhythm and
rhyme, will be analysed together to produce a comprehensive study (structural study)
supported by all of them, in the light of the sub-phenomenon itself.

Considering what has been said above regarding the significance and the purpose of
the study, it is very important that the study should be comprehensive and holistic, in
order to be able to cover as many dimensions and issues of the Saudi poetic milieu
and poetry, as possible, to put Saudi poetry in its proper context, in terms of its
environment and culture, and its structural and stylistic aspects. To achieve this, four

methods, regarding the Saudi poetic milieu, poetry and poets, have been adopted.

First, a specific approach, derived from Structural Stylistics, as will be studied in
Chapter Three, has been developed according to the systems of creative thinking,



which 1s based on analysing and enhancing the human being's capability in being
creative in investigating the communication process, generally, in terms of both its
deep level, influenced by personal or cultural beliefs and values, and its superficial
level, influenced by the language, body language and the current state during the
period of making the communication process, whether it is in writing or speaking.
The deep and superficial factors influence both the addresser and the addressee, in
the communication process,- in terms of the type of expectation, the level of

acceptance and the level of interaction between the two parts of the process.

In other words, the approach aids the critic to think creatively in analysing literary
texts, as an elusive and complicated part of human communication. Thus, the
approach is an essential method in performing the analytical part of this study, which
is contained in chapters five to eight. In addition, the approach enables the critic to
be creative not only in analysing and putting the historical, psychological and
linguistic details of the text in their proper analytical context, according to his/her
viéw, but also authorises the critic in bringing together the difterences and
similarities in a text, the poet's life, culture, etc. to produce a creative critical analysis,

which represents the critic's own view of the text.

Second, Saudi poetry will be classified into poetic phenomena and will be studied in
the light of their influence on Saudi poets and the nature of the poets' interaction
with them, rather than studying a group of verses or individual verses extracted from
their poetic contexts within the poetic milieu in Saudi society. The analytical part of
the thesis is organised in a hierarchical method, which starts from studying Saudi
poetry within its historical, cultural and desert contexts, selecting four poetic
phenomena in the light of Saudi poetry’'s background, selecting some sub-phenomena
under each one of these four phenomena, selecting a poem representing the sub-
phenomenon and analysing the content, structural and stylistic detailed features, not
only in the poem's context, but also in the contexts of the sub-phenomenon and the

phenomenon, considering its historical and cultural dimensions.

Third, each poetic phenomenon has some poetic sub-phenomena, each represented
by a complete poem, which means that a poem will be investigated as one unit, as it 1S
a complete work in terms of its hidden and superficial aspects, rather than the

traditional dimensions between thematic and artistic analysis, or studying each



[

feature, i.e. poetic experience, emotion, content, language, image, rhythm, rhyme etc.,

separately.

Fourth, the analysis itself will be organised in a cohesive unit, especially for a stanza,
in order to engage the reader in a holistic analysis of the poem, taking care not to
interpose anything, which may prevent the reader of a stanza or a poem from
understanding it within its holistic context. In other words, the third and the fourth
methods are made not only to keep the analysis united, but also to enable the critic to
produce another creative text besides the original one. For this reason, words,
phrases and lines of poetry are quoted directly in the analysis, rather than referring
the reader to the stanza by numbering the verses, to assist the underStandi'ng of the

meaning.

5. Organisation of the Thesis

This thesis comprises eight chapters in addiﬁon to an introduction and a conclusion.
Chapter One describes the historical and cultural background of Saudi Arabia. After
explaining the first and the second Saudi states in the Arabian Peninsula in the 18"
and 19™ centuries, it discusses Saudi Arabia in the 20" century by dividing its modern
hiStory into five stages: establishment of the political entity, establishment of the
basic institutions, social interactions with governmental policies, economic growth
and a stage of stability.

In Chapter Two, the stages of literary evolution in Saudi Arabia are described. Three
literary stages are identified: Neo-classicism, Romanticism and Modernism. After a
discussion of the history of Modemism in the Arab world, in general, and in Saudi
Arabia, in particular, analysis is presented of the features of the stage of Modernism.
These include a revolutionary spirit, vagueness, conflict and poetic renewal, which
contains poetry composed according to the manner of ShiT al-Tafilah (Free Verse)
and Qasidat al-Nathr (the Prose Poem).

Chapter Three represents the theoretical part of this study. It discusses the Fugitive
Meaning Approach, developed by the present researcher, which is derived from
Structural Stylistics,kas a linguistics background and Creative Thinking, as a means of
thinking in analysing literary texts. It gives a brief introduction to linguistics and
discusses Stylistics, with some of its features, such as foregrounding, deviation and

parallelism, and Structuralism, before discussing Structural Stylistics. After explaining



the principles, devices, fields and stages of creative thinking, the Fugitive Meaning
Approach is described, in detail, as well as its originality and connections with other

theories.

Chapter Four i1s a literature review. This chapter investigates issues relating to the
employment of heritage, in terms of its definition, significance and the employment of
myth, symbol, popular heritage, historical characters, events and texts, and the
intertextuality with heritage. It reviews empirical studies of Saudi poetry in terms of
the artistic features, such as language, structure, intertextuality, image and rhythm. In
addition, after reviewing studies of the intellectual attitudes in Saudi poetry, such as
the modemist, feminist, Islamist and the pan-Arabist attitudes, it examines studies
regarding the transformations of the poetic movement, and the relationship between

Saudi poetry and Saudi society. Finally, the features of the literature are summarised.

After giving an introduction to the analytical part of the thesis, which includes
chapters five to eight, and stating the four poetic phenomena covered in this study,
Chapter Five investigates the phenomenon of the qualitative employment of "popular
heritage" in Saudi poetry in the selected period. It analyses four sub-phenomena in
four poems: the function of popular poetry as an expression of extreme
disappointment: a study of "A Cloud for me and a Blouse for her Charm" by Ali al-
Dumayni; the employment of conflict in popular stories: a study of "A Neglected Note
from Dubas to his Father" by Sa‘ad al-Humaydin; consolation in the employment of
local spirit, "the land": a study of "Olympiad of the Body" by Jasim al-Suhayyih; and
refusal in the employment of local spirit, "the values™: a study of "A Page from a
bedouin's papers” by Muhammad al-Thubayt.

Chapter Six discusses the phenomenon of affiliation and the domination of anxiety
by analysing four sub-phenomena in four poems, which are: the difﬁcult equation
between the past and the present: a study of "Time of Struggle" by “Abdullah al-
Rushayd; the superiority complex: a study of "Oh Rust, I Sip You" by “Abdullah al-
Zayd; a unique vision of the relationship between self, lover and the homeland: a
study of "You are for me, and we and the Letter for the Homeland" by Ahmad al-
Salih (Musafin; and the irony of instructions: a study of "There is a Mosquito in Your

Excellency’s Nose", by Muhammad al-Mansur.



Chapter Se\}en studies Saudi women's poetry. It discusses the position of Saudi
women and the inevitable conflict by analysing three sub-phenomena in three poems,
which are: the struggle of persuasion: a study of "Where is the Direction of the
Trees?" by Thurayya al-“Urayyid; the internal conflict for psychological steadfastness:
a study of "The Pearl of the Difficult Evening" by Latifah Qari; and the emotional
contlict for love: a study of "The War of Crescents” by Ashjan al-Hindi.

Chapter Eight includes a study of two prose poems. It discusses the phenomenon of
vagueness and the adventure of distinction by analysing three sub-phenomena in
three poems, which are: the subconscious intermixture between the memory of the
past and the feelings of the present: a study of "Stupor” by ‘Abdullah al-Khashrami;
narrating poetry: a study of "Livelihoods" by Fawziyyah Abii Khilid; and the duality
of decision: a study of "A Workshop of Flowers" by Muhammad al-Dumayni.

The thesis ends with a Conclusion, in which the main features of Saudi poetry in the

selected period are highlighted and suggestions are offered for further research.



Chapter One
Historical and Cultural Background

1.1. Introduction

This chapter discusses the historical and cultural background of Saudi Arabia, in
order to understand the country today and, consequently, Saudi literature in general.
The aim of this chapter is to draw a general image about how modern Saudi Arabia
transformed from a desert life to modemn life. This will be done in three sections as
follows: firstly, the Arabian Peninsula in the 18™ and 19™ centuries: Secondly, Saudi
Arabia in the 20" century with its stages of evolution; and thirdly, the conclusion to

the chapter.

Although some details, such as events, dates and figures, in this chapter may seem
irrelevant to literary studies, they are essential in this study, since its focus is on the
phenomenal analysis of Saudi poetry, taking into account its historical and cultural
content. Before explaining the three sections, it is essential to give general
information about Saudi Arabia, the significance of giving a historical and cultural
background in literary studies and a summary of a variety of changes that took place
in the country in the transformation period during the second half of the previous

century, which includes the selected peﬁod of this study.

Saudi Arabia is located in the extreme south-western part of Asia, and covers about
eighty percent of the Arabian Peninsula. When it was consolidated by King ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz in 1932, with an area of 2,250,000 Kms, it combined five main districts, namely,
the Middle region (Najd), the West (al-Hijaz), the South (‘Asir, Jazan and Najran),
the North (Ha’ll, al-Jawt and Tabuk) and the East (al-Hasa and al-Dammam).
Moreover, four major residential types existed in the country: bedouins 60%, semi-
bedouins 15%, villagers 20% and townspeople 5% (Al-Banyan,1980:1 and al-
Akeel, 1992:3). As a result, there were big differences, which to some extent still
prevail, between these regions and types of people in terms of customs, conventions,

life difficulties, level of awareness and level of literacy or education.

It is generally agreed that changes in politics and way of life, as well as social and
environmental characteristics, have a crucial role in shaping the character of a
society. Hence, it is interesting when studying literature to take these aspects into

consideration during the process of analysis. As mentioned above, most of the



population in the early years of the Kingdom lived in the desert and villages. For
centuries, they had lived in poverty and ignorance, and there were frequent
skirmishes and battles between contending tribes and clans. The severity and
harshness of desert life, and competition for the means of subsistence needed a level
of strength and harshness that equalled, at least, the intensity and strength of the
desert. For this reason, it is widely accepted that this type of life will undoubtedly
affect people’s concepts, principles and behaviour and their criteria for acceptance

and rejection, as well as their disposition for change and evolution.

People in the Arabian Peninsula in the beginning of the last century were in a state of
political anarchy, fighting each other at both personal and tribal levels. Further, they
not only underwent the difficulties of life in terms of living in tents or clay houses,
scarcity of food or drink and illiteracy, but alsodtl-lousands of them died of famine and

illness every year.

However, Saudi Arabia has witnessed an immense transformation especially during
the last thirty years, which includes the selected period of this study, due to many
factors but predominantly the discovery of oil. Consequently, there is a huge
difference between life today and that at the beginning of the last century. People in
Saudi Arabia today, not only live as one political entity, with one nation and identity,
but are provided with humane services such as schools, universities and hospitals
that educate and care for them and their children, as well as creating jobs. Moreover,
the country has jumped from poverty to wealth. Not only has a satisfactory level of
sustenance been achieved and the rate of illiteracy decreased to 16 %, but people run
their own businesses, exporting food and fruit as well as travelling around the world
for studying and tourism. In addition, Saudis have entered the technological war for
the first time and opened themselves to the world through the satellite. Both social
and environmental characteristics, as well as these changes and transformations, have
created many new concepts and principles in people’s minds during the last thirty
years, and may be responsible for creating conflict in the country. As a result, many

new phenomena appeared in literature during that time.
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1.2. The Arabian Peninsula in the 18" and 19" Centuries.
1.2.1. Introduction

Apart from the contemporary period, life in the Arabian Peninsula was generally
harsh, particularly during the last few centuries, for several reasons related to
ignorance, penury, illness and political anarchy. According to Lackner (1978:74)
illiteracy in Saudi Arabia was almost 100 per cent at the time of Aramco s arrival, i.e.
in the early 1930s. That was particularly obvious among nomadic tribes. As for rural
people, they benefited from the Kuttab, where young children were taught to
memorise the Holy Qur'an and sometimes acquired literacy in the process. Moreover,
mosques provided education for adults, but again, this focused on the Holy Quran
and its interpretation. Although the holy cities of Makkah and al-Madinah attracted
a larger number of students, the teachers limited themselves to the study of Islamic

law (al-Shari‘ah), and totally ignored all other subjects.

With respect to penury, life depended on camels and sheep in the desert and a very
simple agriculture, palm trees in particular, in oases and villages. Both types of life
were reliant on rain, which is generally scarce. Therefore, in 1826-27 people died of
famine, resulting from a drought in Sudayr and al-Qasim. Ibn Bishr describes the
catastrophe, in which SO many people died that they could not be buried in the
proper time. Many children died in mosques, where their sick parents had taken
refuge, hoping that someone would help them. Animals starved to death, finding no
water or fodder (1999:219). Another famine was experienced in 1871-72, as reported
by Ibn <Isa (1999:62), during which people in Najd ate carrion, leaves and anything
they could find®.

People in the Arabian Peninsula dealt with illness by taking herbs as medicine, or by
cauterisation. Consequently, epidemic diseases spread rapidly among people and
animals. As Wellsted (1838:253) states, in 1828-29 a cholera epidemic broke out in
Najd and then in Makkah in 1831. It spread among pilgrims, killing some 20,000 of
them. One half of this number was from Najd and one third of it was from the Syrian
caravan. In addition, there was an unknown epidemic that spread ambng people 1In
Najd and al-I:Iésé, in 1921 called the year of mercy (Sanat al-Rahmah), in which

many people died and several houses were completely closed (Al-Jadhalin,

1992:250)°.
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Until the modern Saudi state and modern Gulf states emerged in the region, tribal
chieftaincy was the most common form of political organisation in the Arabian
Peninsula, whether among the nomads in the desert or peasants in the oases, from
pre-Islamic times to the 20™ century. With regard to the nomads, winter was spent
travelling through the desert regions in search of the short-lived grazing within their
traditional territory, and summer was spent near a permanent water hole or an oasis,
if they had relations with the villagers, to exchange animal products for agricultural

produce and handicrafts.

Because of the weak power of the chieftaincy, the bedouin tribes were in a state of
almost perpetual war against each other, usually for water wells and holes or
pastures. Furthermore, they regularly raided their neighbours and their most
frequent target was livestock. Besides, although the leader of the tribe (the Shaykh)
had no actual authority over the members of his tribe, he sometimes led them to

attack other tribes.

Apart from Makkah and al-Madinah, the rest of the Arabian Peninsula was entirely
ignored, not only by the Ottoman Empire during its rule of the Islamic world (from
the 16™ to 19™ centuries), but also by all Islamic-Arabic states i.e. the Umayyad, the
Abbasid and Fatimid states, prior to the Ottomans. As a consequence, people suffered
from a very insecure life and lived in political anarchy. In these circumstances, the
environment was conducive to the growth of superstition. It has been observed by
Hopwood (1982:25) that by the beginning of the 18" century, religion had sunk in
the Arabian Peninsula. Religious observance was slack, even the prayers were not
observed in some areas, and much credence was given to the power of ‘holy’ trees and
the tombs of saints and various other talismans. In Islam, such practices are regarded
as polytheism (Shirk) or heresy (Bidah). In some people’s parlance, therefore, this
period is condemned as a dark age, which was mainly in a state of religious ignorance
(al-Jahiliyyah)®, that is, a state equivalent to the lack of belief which prevailed before
the mission of the prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).

_—

In order to understand Saudi Arabia today, it is necessary to study the Wahhabi
movement (al-Harakah al-Islahiyyah fi Najd), which marked the start of modem
‘Saudi Arabia. The Wahhabi movement was a reformative movement organised by a/-
Shaykh Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (1703-92). Al-Farsy (1990:20) points out
that the movement was not a new sect; rather, the purpose of Ibn “Abd al-Wahhab
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was to strip away deviations and re-establish Islam in its pure form, with a return to
the ways of the Prophet and the first generations of pious Muslims, known as al-Salaf
al-Salih.

As mentioned by Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab himself (1970:3-7 & 1996:15-19), absolute
monotheism (7awhid) is one of the most fundamental principles of the Wahhabi
movement. All signs of polytheism, such as the building of mausoleums, the worship
of tombs and trees, and asking for intercession from anyone but Allah, are
unacceptable as contrary to the principle of monotheism. It is important to note that
although the Wahhabi movement followed the Hanbali School in Islamic law, it

concentrated on the Islamic creed (a/-Agidah) more than Islamic jurisprudence (a/-
Figh).

In 1744, Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab left his hometown to al-Diriyyah village, which was
ruled by Al-Su<tid. There, he struck up an alliance with the ruler Muhammad Ibn
Su‘ud. Their alliance had a purpose. In order to spread his teachings among the
tribes, Ibn °‘Abd al-Wahhab needed power and men, which he sought from
Muhammad Ibn Su‘ud. The movement developed rapidly throughout Najd. Both Ibn
‘Abd al-Wahhab and Ibn Suid succeeded in fulfilling their aim and the union of
ideology and military force led to the birth of the Saudi State in its first period.

1.2.2. The First Saudi State (1745- 1818)

After their alliance in 1744, Ibn Suciid concluded an agreement with Ibn ‘Abd al-
Wahhab, in which they undertook to defy and fight all powers for the sake of God
and empire. Despite their initial agreement, Ibn Su‘ud sought explicit assurance that
Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab would not ask him to forgo taxes on his subjects. The first five
years of success brought the Wahhabis in conflict with the leaders of al-Hasa, Najran
and al-Hijaz, as well as the bedouin tribes. Except for a combined expedition made by
the leaders of al-Hasa and Najran, which ended with peace, there were no big battles

in the time of Muhammad Ibn Sucud untl he died in 1765.

When Abd al-‘Aziz succeeded his father, he started a Jihad against the enemies of
the movement. During the thirty years of Jihad, ‘Abd al-Aziz's forces managed to
pacity the Arabian Peninsula, including thé Gulf region, Hadramawt and Tihamah’.
As to the west, Safran (1988:12) asserts that although the Wahhabis waged a
fitteen-year struggle with al-Sharif Ghalib, he subsequently. accepted Saudi
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sovereignty, in 1803. Before the submission of al-Hijaz, al-Shaykh Ibn ‘Abd al-
Wahhab had died in 1792, but he left four sons and asked tﬁem to continue his work
and consolidate the alliance with the Saudi dynasty. “‘Abd al-*Aziz died in 1803 and
was succeeded by his son, Su‘ud. In the course of Su‘tid's period, Saudi forces reached
Baghdad and south Damascus. The effective loss of the Holy cities to the Ottoman
Empire and the progressive successes of the Saudi State threatened the former,
which led al-Sultan Salim to appoint Muhammad °Ali of Egypt as viceroy, to combat
the Wahhabis. After two years preparation followed by a. fourteen-day siege, the
Egyptian army stormed al-Madinah and captured it. In 1813, Makkah was entered

without opposition and al-Ta’if fell soon after.

Muhammad °Ali’s second step was to destroy the Wahhabi power and bring all the
territories under his control. For this purpose, he sent his son Ibrahim Pasha to fight
the new Wahhabi leader, ‘Abdullah Ibn Su‘ud. In April 1818, Ibrahim Pasha
advanced on the walls of al-Dir<iyyah, the centre of the Wahhabis. After a five-month
siege, “Abdullah surrendered. According to Safran (1988:14) ‘Abdullah was sent to
Cairo, and thence to Constantinople, where he was beheaded. Ibrahim Pasha razed
al-Dirtiyyah and gathered some 400 members of the families of both Al-Su‘iid and Al-
Shaykh, whom he deported to Cairo.

1.2.3. The Second Saudi State (1823-1891)

As reported by Vassiliev (1998:162) many historians consider Turki Ibn Abdullah, a
grandson of the founder of the first Saudi state, to be the founder of the second Saudi
state, because in practice he ruled Riyadh, south of al-Dir‘iyyah, independently from
1823. Turki was killed in the mosque. Members of Al-Shaykh family elected Mishari
Ibn Su‘ud, the ruler of Manfihah village, as leader (/mam). Within forty days, Faysal
Ibn Turki mounted an insurrection and defeated Mishari. A few months later, he
brought some of Najd's villages under his control. But in 1838 the Egyptians
“marched against Faysal, defeated and captured him, and sent him for detention in
Cairo”. (Satran,1988:15).

In 1843, Faysal escaped from his jail in Egypt and established the golden age of the
second Saudi state®. Even though the state was much smaller than the first one, it

gained great acceptance in both internal and external affairs. In addition, Faysal not
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only refrained from challenging the Ottoman Empire but also acknowledged the

Sultan.

Faysal had four sons: ‘Abdullah, Susud , Muhammad and ‘Abd al-Rahman (the father
of King ‘Abd al-*Aziz). During his lifetime, he nominated ‘Abdullah to succeed him.
After ‘Abdullah’s accession as a leader (/mam) in 1865, a strong conflict arose
between the first three brothers’. When Su‘ud captured Riyadh in 1871, ‘Abdullah
asked the Ottoman authority in Iraq to help him against his rebellious brother.
Midhat Pasha took advantage of the situatibn to send a powerful expedition that
occupied the eastern province of al-Hasa, as well as “Asir in the south of the Arabian
Peninsula. This resulted in the arrest of ‘Abdullah by his nephews (the sons of
Su‘d). ‘Abdullah sent an appeal for help to Ibn Rashid (the ruler of Ha'il), who
entered Riyadh and took ‘Abdullah to Hatl as a “permanent guest”. The second
Saudi state more or less came to an end after that action. In 1890, ‘Abd al-Rahman
(the youngest brother) defeated Ibn Rashid's forces in Riyadh with the help of
powertul tribes hostile to Ibn Rashid. However, in the following year, Ibn Rashid met
the rebels in the battle of a/l-Mulayda and prevailed before ‘Abd al-Rahman and his
forces were able to join the battle. As a result, ‘Abd al-Rahman left for exile in

Kuwatit.

1.3. Saudi Arabia in the 20" Century (1902-present)
1.3.1. Introduction

In 1902, the first step towards establishing the third Saudi state was made by a
twenty-year old son of ‘Abd al-Rahman, named ‘Abd al-Aziz (later known as King
"“Abd al-*Aziz), when he recaptured Riyadh in a surprise nocturnal raid with a force of
torty men. His father returned from Kuwait to help his son to rebuild the defences of
Riyadh and fortify the city to withstand conditions of attack or siege. A few months
later, ‘Abd al-°‘Aziz advanced with a strong force on al-Kharj district. By the time he
returned to Riyadh, his father had already dispatched expeditions into al-Washm and
Sudayr districts. ‘Abd al-“Aziz reinforced and developed his troops and by June 1904,
he had captured ‘Unayzah and Buraydah, the principal towns of al-Qasim, and all the
western part of the vital province between al-Qasim and Ha2'il, the capital of Ibn
Rashid. In 1913, the fighters of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz surprised the Turkish defenders of the
fort of al-Haftuf, the capital of al-Hasa (Safran,1988:31)°.
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Before beginning new campaigns against Ha'il, “Asir and al-Hijaz, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
convened an assemb]y of the Najd's nobility, tribal and religious leaders, who decided
to enhance the state’s international status by naming the Amir Sultan of Najd and its
dependencies. In 1921 ‘Abd al-*Aziz advanced on Ha’il and after a two-month siege
the gates of the city were opened to him. With regards to ‘Asir, al-Amir Hasan Ibn
‘Ali became an independent ruler when the Turkish left the region after the First
World War. When a delegation was sent by some tribes from ‘Asir to ‘Abd al-*Aziz to
express their loyalty to him, the latter sent Ibn Julawi to the “Asir mountains in 1920.
Al-Amir Hasan was defeated at the approaches of Abha, the capital, and Ibn Julawi

occupied the territory up to the area governed by al-Idrisi.

As to al-Hijaz, the passionate desire of ‘Abd al-“‘Aziz and al-Jkhwarr to conquer al-
Hijaz was formidablé, especially since they were not allowed to perform the
pilgrimage (al-faj). Vassiliev mentions (1998:261) that ‘Abd al-*‘Aziz convened the
leaders of al-Jkhwan in Riyadh to discuss the conquest of al-Hijaz. As a result, a/-
lkhwan entered al-Ta’if on 5 September 1924, and one month later they entered the
holy city. Meanwhile ‘Abd al-‘Aziz left Riyadh for Makkah and convened th.e al-
Hijaz's nobility to reassure them and tell them about his programme for al-Hijaz. The
capture of Makkah was followed by the fall of several coastal towns north and south
of Jeddah. The latter was entered in early 1925, and al-Madinah (the second holy

city) was captured later in the same year.

From the capture of Riyadh in 1902 until “the formal foundation of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia on 23" of September 1932, when a majority of the world powers
recognised the sovereignty of the new nation" (Al-Farsy,1990:19), the Arabian
Peninsula was the scene of a thirty year battle’., The new state devoted great efforts
to overcome the effects of ignorance, poverty, disease and political anarchy in the

Arabian Peninsula in general and in Najd in particular.

1.3.2. Stages of Evolution of Modern Saudi History

It is true that the discovery of oil has played a vital role in the making of the modern

Saudi Arabia, but other important factors cannot be ignored. Among these, four will
be studied through the discussion of stages of evolution, namely, external

communications and interactions, education, the mass media and economic factors.
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Since King “‘Abd al-‘Az1z recaptured Riyadh in 1902, Saudi history can be divided into
five stages: firstly, establishment of the political entity (1902-1932), secondly,
establishment of the basic institutions (1932-1960), thirdly, social interactions with
governmental policies (1960-1975), fourthly, economic growth (1975-1990) and
finally a stage of stability (1990- now). For each of these stages, some details and
figures will be given to draw a full picture by clarifying, in general, the fluctuation
that has taken place, in modern Saudi history, in terms of both national and personal
income and its intfluence on people’s level of awareness and concepts, in spite of a
steady general increa_sé_ in terms of education and the affairs of modern life in general,
which will be helpful in understanding the historical and cultural accumulations
behind the poetic phenomena in Saudi poetry. The dates given are approximate,

although the rationale for choosing these dates will be explained in each stage.

1.3.2.1. Establishment of the Political Entity (1902-1932)

This stage covers about thirty years of combat, which were undertaken to establish
the political entity of Saudi Arabia. It commenced with the recapture of Riyadh in
1902 and came to an end in 1932 after the consolidation of most territories in the
Arabian Peninsula under thé name of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Even though
King ‘Abd al-*Aziz was preoccupied with the conquest of towns, leading battles,
pursuit of rebels and running the Kingdom’s aftairs, he paid attention to the internal

political system and educational development, especially in al-Hijaz"".

After appointing his son Faysal as viceroy of al-Hijaz in 1926, King ‘Abd al-“Aziz set
up the first ministry in the country, namely, the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs, in 1930 to
conduct communication with foreign countries (Al-Sunaydi,1990:102). Moreover, the
King created the advisory council (Majlis al-Shiira), which consisted of Prince Faysal
as viceroy, four of his councillors and six representatives of the al-Hijaz's nobility.
Regarding the power given to the council, Maghrib1 (1982:67) says that the
councillors were consulted about most of the country’s affairs. In the absence of a

ministerial systern, they studied issues and sometimes made decisions on them.

Besides the advisory council, there was a group of councillors around King “Abd al-

‘Aziz, brought from Egypt, Syria and Iraq. Among the king’s advisors was an Iraq
called ‘Abdullah al-Damliiji who had come in 1915 as a physician and medical expert.

He was appointed the king’s personal representative in Jeddah and then he became
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deputy minister of foreign affairs until 1930. He was succeeded by Fuad Hamzah,
from Palestine, who worked in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs until his death. When
Yasuf Yasin came from Syria in 1924, he was appointed as the king’s political
secretary, before being made minister of state. He was responsible for correspondence
with Saudi representatives abroad. For education, an Egyptian, Hafiz Wahbah, was
the director of the education department and then an ambassador to London. In
addition, two Syrian scholars, Khayr al-Din al-Zirikh and ‘Abd al-Wahhab “Azzam,
worked to set up the education system. As to the religious leadership 1n al-Hijaz, the
King invited al-Shaykh ‘Abd al-Zahr Abu al-Samh from al-Azhar in Egypt in 1930 to
be the Imam of the Holy Mosque in Makkah'®. According to Vassiliev (1998:296), in
1929 the Saudi government invited Mr Van Li, a Dutch financial expert, to put the
state’s financeé in some sort of order. In addition, to develop agriculture, as al-Farsy
(1990:97) mentions, Mr Twitchell, an American geologist, was brought 1n 1931 to
seek water sources in the desert. He did not find water, but he found oil, especially in
the Eastern Province. Apart from consolidating the country, the establishment of the
advisory council and drawing on expertise from abroad were the most important

factors in this stage and they laid the foundation for almost all the systems of

administration in the country.

Also in this stage, the General Department of Health was set up in 1925 and began
expanding its authority and functions. In 1927, the General Directorate of Finance
was founded in Makkah. Before planning to spread education among people, in the
1920s, the King built more than 122 villages™” (Hjjar) near towns, for settlement of
nomads, to bring them under control and place them in a proper environment for
education. As for education itself, al-Bacadi (1982:63) mentions that the first
Directorate of Education was formed in 1926 in order to create a system of
government-supported education. By the end of this period, the number of schools
had increased from four to fifteen. In addition, overseas missions started in 1927
when the advisory council took the decision to send fourteen from al-Hijaz's students

to Egypt for teacher training, and to study law, mechanics, agriculture and medicine
(Hijazi:1983:23).

With reference to the press, besides the Turkish and Hashimit newspapers, there
were two newspapers in this period founded by al-Hijaz's nobility. Al-Shamikh
(1981:149) has pointed out that Umm al-Qura* was the first newspaper in Saudi
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Arabia, published by the government in 1924, and Sawr al-Hjjaz> was established by
Muhammad Nasif in 1932. Further, there was al-/s/2h magazine published by Hamid
Fqi'® in 1928. Regarding the economy during this period, it largely depended on
relfgious tax (al-Zakah).

From this overview, it would appear that the country was in the early beginnings of
founding a basic administrative system. Modern education and the press developed in
al-Hijaz faster than elsewhere in Saudi Arabia. Therefore, people in the rest of the
country were still in a state of primitivism in terms of education, economy and their

lifestyle as a whole.

1.3.2.2. Establishment of the Basic Institutions (1932-1960)
After the consolidation of the country, the King and his advisers, including the

advisory council, were entirely engaged in developing the country and its population.
For that reason, a new stage was started, not only to concentrate on the
establishment of basic institutions and their systems but also to activate programmes
- practised in al-Hijaz and spread them through the towns and villages. This stage was
led by King Abd al-‘Aziz until his death in 1953, and then by King Su‘ud, until King
Faysal took over the throne in 1960 because of the illness of King Suud.

To begin with, the government invited the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development in 1959 to study the economic and administrative issues in the country.
Apart from creating the Planning Council and the Institute of General Management
in 1960, according to the International Bank’s advice, the government made an
agreement with the American Ford Institution in 1963 to build administrative
institutions in the country. Consequently, the directorates and departments that had
been established formerly were re-established and ten ministries'”” were created
within this stage'. Overall, eleven organisations were established by the end of this

stage, relating to various services'”.

With respect to the population, it is generally recognised that the number of nomads
decreased rapidly in the 1950s and the 1960s, as a swift reaction to the settlement
policy. Moreover, the development of towns improved water supplies, and facilitated
the provision of basic foodstuffs and all other basic needs to enable nomads to change

their lifestyle (Vassiliev,1998:421). As a result, 61.7 % of Aramco employees in 1952
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were Saudis, according to Niblock (1982:97). They were employed as guides, drivers

or unskilled workers.

With regard to education, thousands of foreign teachers were invited, especially from

Egypt and Syria®, and also missions were sent regularly every year to Egypt, Syria
and Lebanon from 1942 onwards (Hijazi:1983:23). Furthermore, in 1936 the School
of Missions Preparation was set up as well as the Saudi Institute in Makkah. For
religious studies Dar al-Tawhid was founded in al-T2’if in 1944 and in 1949 the first
college for Islamic law studies was set up in Makkah. A religious institute was
established 1n Riyadh in 1950 and a college of‘lslamic law in 1992. According to
Hijazi (1983: 21) the Directorate of Education started with four schools in al-Hijaz
and by the end of 1952 it had 316 schools across the country. Besides that, a night
school for teacher training was established in 1950 to train people for teaching,
especially in Riyadh. After the establishment of the Ministry of Education in 1953, it
was suggested that a university be created®’. Five directors of universities were
brought up from Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Sudan and Iraq and assembled to set up the
university, in line with other Arab universities. It was named the King Su‘ud
University and started with 21 stﬁdents in 1957. As early as 1983 it had fourteen
colleges and departments (Al-Zaid,1983:J5).

Following Mr Twitchell’s discovery of oil in the Eastern Province, a new era began in
the history not only of Saudi Arabia but also of the Arabian Peninsula as a whole.
Although oil became a new important resource in the national economy, it was not

the crucial factor for the development of the country and its population until the
early 1970s.

In 1934, a first modest budget was issued. According to Vassiliev (1998:305) the
expenditure was fourteen million Saudi Riyals (S.R.) and the revenues were close to
the same figure. The main source of revenue was the pilgrimage tax, followed by

concession payments by the oil companies, proceeds from gold mines and a/-Zakah.

As regards the press, Amin B. (1972:113) states that there were seventeen
newspapers and magazines published in this stage, éuch as al-Manhal magazine
issued by ‘Abd al-Quddus al-Ansari in 1936 and al-Madinah newspaper, which was
~ the first newspaper in al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, issued by Ali Hafiz in the same

year. The first magazine published outside al-Hijaz region was al-Yamamah
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magazine in Riyadh issued by Hamad al-Jasir’> in 1953. In the following year al-
Juhayman issued Akhbar al-Zahran newspaper. Before Ibn Khamis® issued al-
Jazirah magazine in Riyadh in 1960, Tahir Zamakhshari** issued the first magazine
for children. According to al-Farsy (1990:242), Saudi broadcasting was started in
1948 from a small station in Jeddah. The station’s output was restricted to news, the
Holy Qur’an and literature.

1.3.2.3. Social Interactions with Governmental Policies (1960-1975)

External communications and influences were one of the main factors in this stage,
represented by two types of impacts: firstly, that of foreign teachers and employees in
schools, hospitals, ministries and companies, and secondly, that of involvement in
Arab crises. Al-Hijaz was particularly affected by external influences, mainly due to
geographical and religious factors. Yet in this stage, the rest of Saudi Arabia was no
longer isolated from the outside world, especially with the new position of Saudi
Arabia in the Arab world®, and the society could not escape external influences.
Although oil was the main factor in external communication, at governmental level in
particular, Arab crises and movements were a considerable factor in the interactions
of the population, especially the educated elite, with the outside world. Newspapers
and education institutions, on the whole, were preoccupied with Nasserism after the
Egyptian-Syrian union in 1958, as well as the movement of Pan-Arabism in the 1960s
and the 1970s*. In addition to the Arab-Israeli conflict since 1948 and the two wars
in 1967 and 1973%, which concerned not only Saudis but also all the Arabs, the
Saudi elite was strongly supportive of the war of independence in Algeria. Pan-
Arabism, as a spirit, and Arab crises, as events, dominated Saudi literature during the

1960s and 1970s°°.

On account of the rapid reaction to developmental policies, the government
embarked on a series of Five Year Development Plans® to exploit the large number of
people interacting with governmental policies and to be more effective in dealing
with them. These Five-Year Plans took into account every aspect of the country’s
economic, agricultural, industrial and commercial needs. The first Plan set out from
1970 with general objectives of economic and social development including
education, as well as the living standard and welfare of the people. As to economy,
the main goal was to diversify the sources of national income and reduce dependence

on oil by increasing the share of other productive sectors.
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Thanks to the successful experience with Agricultural Development Fund, set up in
1962, the government created a Credit Bank in 1971 and three funds in 1974,
namely, Saudi Industrial Development Fund®, the Real Estate Development Fund®
and the Public Investment Fund. Their main aim is to give interest-free and long-

term loans to organisations and individuals®.

In relation to the economy, the non-oil sector grew six-fold within five years. As a
result, the country’s dependence on oil reduced and a more broadly-based economy
was created. According to al-Farsy (1990:129), the non-oil sector’s Gross Domestic
Product was 47 million S.R. in 1975 whereas in 1970 it was only 7.5 million S.R. It
would appear that the development of the non-oil sector was the first priority in the
first Five-Year Plan (Al-Sallim, 1986:72 a).

The social impacts of governmental policies were also evident in education,
employment and migration from the desert to villages or towns. As regards education,
large numbers of students wanted to enrol in schools for the first time. Because of
this, the government had to increase the budget of the Ministry of Education by fifty
five-fold during the decade from 1960 to 1970. According to the information given by
the Ministry of Information (Saudi Arabia,1971:9) the budget was 12.8 million S.R.
in 1960 and 664.6 million S.R. in 1970. The budget continued to increase, reaching
1.2 billion S.R. by the end of this stage.

In addition, the number of general education schools increased nine-fold, from 316 in
1952 to 2949 in 1970. To achieve this rapid quantitative development, the country
relied heavily on teachers from abroad; 77 % of teachers were non-Saudi, according
to the Ministry of Education (Saudi Arabia,1993:104). Most of the schools were
primary schools for children, or schools for combating illiteracy for adults. The
number of students in 1970 was 547 thousand, not counting 808 students in local
universities and 310 students in universities abroad™. In the field of higher education,

five universities® were established to give students the opportunity to continue their

education.

The General Presidency of Youth Welfare was set up in 1964 to perform a variety of
functions outside the educational field. It ran twelve literary clubs, 98 sport clubs, 23

youth hostels, fifteen organisations for Art, and nine theatres, as well as having

responsibilities for organising various festivals, exhibitions and contests™,
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As to employment, the number of employees, excluding teachers and the private
sector, had sharply increased by the end of this stage to reach 166 thousand
compared to about forty thousand in the early 1960s (Al-Shaqawi, 1994:95).

Since the government built more than 122 villages (Hpar) in the 1920s for
settlement of nomads, the number of settled people rose to five million in 1974 out of

a total population of seven million (Al-Sallum,1991:18).

In addition to the Ministry of Pilgrimage in 1961 and the Ministry of Justice in 1970,
the Ministry of Information was established in 1962 to control the interaction

between the information given to people and the development plans (Al-Sallim,
1986:326D).

As early as 1963, an institutional press system was created to replace the existing
individual presses. Hence, the thirty-three newspapers and magazines®® were
integrated into eight institutions. Although circulation was small reaching fourteen
thousand per day in some newspapers according to Amin B. (1972:135), it reflects a
good level of interaction between the people and the press, bearing in mind the
standard of education and the size of population in Saudi cities. As for television, the
first transmission in the country took place in 1965 from stations in Riyadh and
Jeddah, while the Radio Station in Riyadh was in its first three months of
transmission (Al-Farsy,1990:243). Although this stage witnessed great social
interactions with governmental policies in general, quantitative changes in terms of

level of awareness were inconsiderable in contrast to the two following stages.

1.3.2.4. Economic Growth (1975-1990)°’

Because the beginning of this stage is the beginning of the selected period of this
study, it 1S very important to pay attention to the sudden jump, in this stage, in many
levels of development, which caused a shock in both social and individual levels.
While the sudden jump might be expected to influence the society positively, rather,
it drew people to a dilemma, which is obvious regarding people's level of awareness

in managing intellectual development and conflict.

The economic boom was the most important factor in this stage, which had both
beneficial and adverse effects on Saudi Arabia and its people, financially,

intellectually, and in terms of level of awareness.
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As a result of sharp increases in the price of oil starting in 1973%, this stage was
distinguished from the previous stages. According to information given by the
- Central Department of Statistics, government revenues had risen rapidly from 1973.
Revenues had been 5.7 billion S.R. in 1969 and rose seven-fold by 1973. At the
beginning of this stage, the revenues were 103 billion S.R. and reached a peak in

1981 at 368 billion S.R. Thereafter, revenues decreased markedly and reached 76.5
billion S.R. in 1986%.

On the other hand, the country’s expenditure increased, also, during the period from
1973 to 1981. As a result, the budgets of ministers, organisations, and even individual

incomes, rose steeply by the end of 1980.

During this stage, three Five-Year Plans were enacted, the second, the third and the
fourth. Two fundamental guidelines were carefully delineated in the Second Plan
(1975-1980). The first was the construction of large factories such as petrochemical,
petroleum refinery, steel and iron, glass and aluminium complexes. The second
concerned programmes of education and training. The Third Plan (1980-1985),
focused on diversification of the economy into productive sectors (agriculture,
industry and mining) which was considered essential for future economic prosperity.
In the fourth plan (1985-1990), there was a strong focus in the diversification
strategy on the development of producing activities, particularly manufacturing,
agriculture and finance, and a clear emphasis on promoting private sector
involvement in economic development (Al-Farsy,1990:152-160). As a result of the
government’s policies in the first plan to diversify sources of national income and
reduce dependence on oil through increasing the share of other productive sectors,
the Kingdom’s Gross Domestic Product, non-oil sector, reached its peak in this stage.
From 7.6 billion S.R. in 1969, it had, by the beginning of this stage, reached 67.7
billion S.R. and reached its peak in 1983 at 210.5 billion S.R. (Al-Farsy,1990:129).
Much attention was paid to human development in terms of public service and the
basic needs of the population. Therefore the govemnment, led by King Khalid, in its
first six months, established six new ministries related to public service, namely, the
ministries of Public Works and Housing, Municipal and Rural Affairs, Industry and
Electricity, Post and Telephones, Higher Education and finally Planning (Al-
Farsy,1990:50).
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Since industry was the main goal of the government, eight light industrial cities, were
created during the third plan in Riyadh, Jeddah, al-Dammam, al-Qasim, Makkah and
al-Hasa with 2193 factories in 1989%. Also, when the Royal Commission for al-
Jubayl and Yanbu‘ was established in 1975, a new era dawned in the two villages
with the establishment of heavy industry. The twin cities are now strategic sites for
hydrocarbon based and energy intensive primary industries. Development of the two
industrial cities, al-Jubayl and Yanbu, was the responsibility of three organisations:
the General Organisation for Petroleum and Minerals (PETROMIN)*, Saudi Basic
Industries Corporation (SABIC) and SAUDI ARAMCO. Through their activities,
Saudi Arabia was expected to meet 5-6 percent of the world demand for

petrochemicals®.

SAUDI ARAMCO was formed when the kingdom nationalised the Arabian American
Oil Company in 1980. From that time onwards, it became responsible for virtually all
of the Kingdom’s petroleum activities, from exploration to marketing. SABIC was
hestablished in 1976 with a capital of ten billion S.R. The extensive industrialisation
programme undertaken by OSABIC is considered a milestone in industrial
development especially in viable basic, downstream and support industries which
utilize the local resources of hydrocarbons and minerals as raw materials (Saudi

Arabia, 1995 :25, 34).

In the education field, fifteen billion S.R. were earmarked for education in the
beginning of the second plan, exclusive of the annual budget, which rose to 16.3
billion S.R. in 1980 and reached its peak in 1985 with a budget of 28.7 billion S.R.
(<Isa, 1979: 13)*. The number of general education schools rose, during this stage,
from 2949 to 16,476 and the number of students by the end of 1989 had reached
three million (Saudi Arabia,1992:21). Also after the creation of the Higher
Committee for Combating llliteracy in 1975, a Twenty-Year Policy was started, with
four stages, for teaching illiterates at night in permanent schools, as well as sending
campaigns to villages and deserts to build three-month temporary schools™.
According to the Ministry of Education, the percentage of illiteracy, among people
over fifteen years old, was 57 % in 1985 (Al-Sallim,1991,3:587). The number of adult
students in Combating Illiteracy programmes in 1971 was about 42 thousand and 1t
rose, in pénnanent schools, to 105 thousand in 1980 (Daghistani, 1983:159).

Vocational education also expanded. Before the General Organisation for Technical
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and Vocational Training was set up in 1979, there were 823 vocational education
students but in 1990 the Organisation was responsible for 21 thousand students and
ten thousand trainees, as well as 42 Vocational Education Institutes and thirty

Vocational Training Centres.

As for higher education, there were seven universities in 1990, including Umm al-
Qura University set up in 1979, with 79 colleges and 122 thousand students (Saudi
Arabia,1992:19). In addition, King ‘Abd al-Aziz City for Science and Technology
(KACST) was set up in 1977, with the objectives of supporting, encouraging and
implementing scientific research for applied purposes, coordinating the various
activities of scientific research services and centres and defining the national priorities
and policies in the field of science and technology. In other words, its main tasks are
to carry out programmes relating to research grants, planning for science and
technology, scientific awareness, astronomy and geophysics, patents, natural and
environmént resources, remote sensing, information systems, petroleum and
petrochemical industrial (applied studies), electronic and computer research, solar

energy and manpower development®.

The number of students sent abroad on training and education missions increased
steadily. The number of students graduating from universities abroad in 1975 was
171 whereas it was 2800 in 1985 as result of the second plan for education.
Moreover, according to al-Farsy (1990:263) there were 8362 students in 1986

studying in 23 countries around the world.

Important development also took place in health care. The number of hospitals
increased from 74 in 1970 to 254 in 1990 and the number of primary health care
centres from 591 in 1970 to 3128 by the end of this stage (Saudi Arabia,1992:28). In
relation to agricultural production, before 1970 the amount of wheat produced did
not exceed three thousand tons but in 1970 production was 26 thousand tons and
had increased a hundred and thirty nine-fold by 1989, to reach 3.6 million tons.
Thanks to governmental policies and support, Saudi Arabia began to export, not only
wheat but also vegetables, fruit, poultry, milk, fish and livestock both to Arab
countries and to Turkey, Malaysia, Indonesia, USA and some European countries
(Saudi Arabia, 1992:68-70). Regarding road networks, in 1970 total length of main
rbads was 5492 km and of agricultural roads 5610 km. These numbers rose to 20,106
km and 17,543 km respectively (Saudi Arabia,1992:43).
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With reference to the media, there were both quantitative and qualitative
developments. By the end of 1990, more than 600 journals and magazines were
issued by universities, colleges, ministries, organisations and research centres. As
regards external communication, the country was bringing in thousands of foreigners
per year as employees, workers, farmers and servants. When the students, who had
studied abroad, returned with new visions and ideas, they were given high positions
INn ministries, organisations and universities, as well as chances to speak to people

through the press.

In the last two years of the third plan, the worl& oil market witnessed significant
changes that adversely affected both the price and quality of oil produced by the
Kingdom, thus resulting in a significant decline in total government revenues. Despite
a continued decline during the fourth plan period, when the government revenues
reached 133.6 billion S.R. in 1985 and declined further to 114.6 billion S.R. in 1989
(Saudi Arabia,1995:74), the country was almost approaching completion of the
infrastructure of the country, i.e. water supplies, electricity, roads, schools and

hospitals etc.

Indeed, people generally became rich in this stage compared to the past. They were
fully engaged in improving their standard of living, housing and businesses. Although
people wimesséd the economic boom and subsequent decline, they did not face real
problems until the end of this stage. However, despite the obvious positive phase of
the economic boom, it has a clear negative phase too, relating to people’s criteria of
success and their attention to the quality of life. In other words, they generally
ignored almost everything except money and lived a life of indulgence. Consequently,
people were awakened by economic decline, which drove them to start discussing

national, political, intellectual and futuristic issues.

By the end of this stage, although a new generation had appeared with a completely
different mentality compared to the previous generation, the changes, in some cases,
were faster than had been expected. Change happened every ten years, so there were
two generations from 1980 to 2000 because 61" rapid and strong changes.
Furthermore, big differences in education and level of awareness among people from
the same generation became evident as a result of the type and quality of education.

For instance, people educated in villages, cities or abroad are, in some cases,

considerably dissimilar. Also, the level of education that the family has had affects
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the quality of education of children. That is to say, children who have grown up with
educated parents or older siblings are difterent from those brought up in illiterate
families. Additionally, the quality of parental education affects the quality of the
children’s education, i.e. parents with primary school, high school, university level or

foreign university education are different from each other.

Because of the big gap between people in terms of level and quality of education and
awareness, a trend of conflict appeared between Islamist and modermist groups in
both intellectual and literary levels. Thanks to this conflict, a trend of general
awareness emerged in terms of understanding Islam, modern life and education as
wéll as the function and the position of the Saudis themselves. Thus, by virtue of the
extensive ecoﬁomic, intellectual and, more or less, qualitative transformations in this
stage, it is deemed as a crucial period in terms of the formation of the Saudi

mentality.

1.3.2.5. A Stage of Stability (1990-present)

Apart from the special circumstances of the Second Gulf War, the country is in a
state of stability, in contrast to the previous stage, in terms of national economy and

individual income.

This stage includes the Fifth and Sfxth Development Plans (1990-2000). The virtual
completion of infrastructure and many industrial/agricultural development projects,
together with the sharp downturn in oil revenues, have reinforced the shift in
strategy clearly discernible in the Fourth Development Plan. The emphasis 1n this
stage is firmly on encouraging the private sector, to build upon the economic
foundations laid by the government. Further, in these plans, human resources were
firmly identified as the Kingdom’s most valuable asset. The desire to ensure stability
by broadening the economic base, by developing Saudi manpower and thus, in both
economic and social terms, increasing the Kingdom’s independence and self-

sufficiency, permeated the thinking behind these plans.

The Saudi economy was in a state of difficulty before the end of the previous stage,
owing to both the decline in world oil prices and the Second Gulf War, until 1993,
when the government revenues started improving and reached 169 billion S.R.

Government expenditure®’, however, increased from 149.5 billion S.R. in 1989 to 197
billion S.R. in _1993 (Saudi Arabia, 1995:74,78).
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In relation to education, the number of schools and colleges had risen to 21,284 by
1994. In the same year, the total number of students enrolled in all educational
institutions was 3,900 thousand. As to graduating students, the number of students
qualitying in the secondary school examination rose to 86,236 in 1995. Also the
number of students passing the higher education examination both from local and
foreign universities had risen in 1995 to 22529. Technical institutes and vocational

training centres also saw a substantial increase in enrolments, to 38,820 (Saudi
Arabia,1995:154-164).

As a result of the effectiveness of governmental policies in terms of combating
illiteracy among adults, the percentage of illiteracy, among people over fifteen years
old, was reduéed to 16.8 % by 2001, according to the Ministry of Education (Al-
Muhanna, 2003:28).

In the field of health service, the number of hospitals had, by 1995, increased to 279
and the number of primary health care centres had risen to 3,254. The network of
intér—city paved roads was expanded to a total length of 43 thousand km. Nearly all

villages, towns and cities are now linked by at least two-lane roads.

Even though both political and financial problems occurred as a result of the Second
Gulf War, which had an impact on people, advantages were derived from them in
terms of the level of awareness among people. That is to say, the new generation has
been awakened by the economic difticulty and the new circumstances after the Gulf
War. Also, the new era of worldwide communication has pléyed a crucial role,
through satellite television, in creating a new means of analysing such issues, as well

as dealing with such circumstances.

However, some people who started to raise questions were in a state of dilemma, not
as a result of the problems themselves, but because they had been preoccupied with
their own lives and business and they did not expect problems any more. Since the
economic decline in the previous stage and during the present too, people have been
adversely affected, despite the dramatic development in infrastructure and numerous
benefits to life in general. Therefore, a lot of programmes and articles have been
addressed to people by enlightened writers and journalists. And this, together with
the start of satellite television in the country, ushered in a new era in terms of

people’s awareness and mentality. Given this, it may be inferred that people in this
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stage are in a state of qualitative awakening related to intellectual matters and
enlightenment, whereas the previous growth was restricted to wealth, establishment

of infrastructure and quantitative development of education.

Because of the increase in wealth in the last half of this stage, young men and women
have faced problems in adapting to new circumstances, such as difficulty finding jobs,
the opening to the world through the satellite, and the aimless life, in contrast to the

previous generation™.

1.4. Conclusion
This chapter has highlighted the history of Saudi Arabia during the 18" 19" and

20" centuries. It focuses on a variety aspects of life in the Arabian Peninsula, in the
18" and 19" centuries, in order to give a general image of the social and
environmental characteristics of people at that time. The discussion of the 20™
century was classified into five stages to emphasise how people have transformed
from desert to modern life. In each stage, people’s lives have been described, in terms
of some developmental factors, such as external communications and interactions,
education, the mass media and economy, and developmental aspects, such as the
level of social interactions with governmental policies, level of awareness and level of

dealing with change in both general life and literature.

As for the most important stages in shaping the society, the stages of economic
growth and stability have been discussed, by focusing on the gap between them and
the first three stages, in which the country has transtormed generally (and in
comparison with the beginning of the 20™ century) from anarchy to one political
entity, poverty to wealth, ignorance to education, bedouin to modem style, which
created a lot of change in people’s concepts, principles and behaviour, and their
criteria for acceptance and rejection, as well as their disposition for change and

evolution.

Because of the significance of anthropological and environmental studies in literary
and critical studies, it is crucial, to understand people in Saudi Arabia now, to be
aware of two factors. Firstly, the lifestyle in the desert and its impact on people’s
lifestyle, behaviour and methods of dealing with problems and conflict as well as
accepting change. In other words, the interactions between people and the desert

should be taken into consideration when events are being analysed. Secondly, people
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in Saudi Arabia in the last quarter of the 20™ century, the subjects of the case study,
cannot be separated from the historical accumulation of the past or the changes that
have happened since the consolidation of the Kingdom. Following an early period of
illiteracy, poverty, disease and political anarchy, the establishment of the political
entity took place, followed by the introduction of developmental policies, a sharp
“increase in governmental and individual income and exporting food. More recently,
there has been steep financial decline, war and openness towards the world through

satellite technology.

Although there have been changes and transformations since the consolidation of the
country, these changes and fluctuations, were much more influential, intense and
comprehensive in the last two stages, the period covered by the case study. Moreover,
economic boom, economic decline, the Second Gulf War and satellite television as
well as environmental circumstances and historical accumulation are deemed as the
main factors in shaping the Saudi character. Therefore, it is strongly expected that
significant new literary phenomena will have emerged in Saudi poetry as a result of

the changes taking p]ace in these stages.

In addition, a number of issues aré raised by this general overview as follows : how
did people interact with developmental policiés, how did they accept change, what
type of conflict did they have, what was the relationship between all these
circumstances and the literary environment and works thematically and, finally, to

what extent is awareness of these useful to creative, structural and stylistic analysis?.

The next chapter discusses another type of Saudi development regarding stages of
literary evolution. It will focus on the movement of the Saudi literary environment,
through Neo-classicism, Romanticism and Modernism, its interaction with the
quantitative and qualitative changes that took place in the country during the 20"

century, and its connections with literary movement in the Arab world.
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! Gee: al-Muhanna (2003). |

2 Al-Fakhiri (1999:93120-125,165) and Ibn Is3 (1999:49-55,83-89,130-133) mentioned many years of
famine, such as (1654,1665,1675,1702,1709,1716,1723,1724,1747,1767,1805,1871,1872,1909). For
more details, see: Winder (1965:89-90), Dickson (1949:27,33) and Doughty (1888:190-214) vol. 1.
3AL-Fakhiri (1999:106-116,138,168,196,204)) and Ibn <Isa (1999:70,143) mentioned many years of
epidemics, such as (1691,1712,1761,1807,1809,1825,1830,1892,1819).

* From the Wahhabis' perspective, there is a similarity between al-Jzhiliyyah before Islam and these
dark ages before Ibn “Abd al-Wahhab. For more details see: Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab (1970:3-7) and
(1996:15-19), Winder (1965:12) and Philby (1930:4-6).

> More details about the relationship between “Abd al-“Aziz and the leaders of tribes and villages in
Philby (1955:60).

® More information about this period; its people, economy and literature, see: Winder (1965:149-172).
” More information about the conflict in Philby (1955:218).

% For the significance of this action, see: Williams (1933:88).

?Al-Ikhwan is a name of Bedouin religious men.

' More details about this period in Williams (1933).

1 The Hijazis were suffering from turkishification policies enforced by the Ottoman Rulers in al-
Hijaz's schools and newspapers, whereby people had to use the Turkish language (Amin B., 1972:145)
and (al-Shamikh, 1981:33).

2The King invited Abii al-Samh to unify the religious leadership in Makkah in place of disagreement
between the leaders of the four Islamic Schools, i.e. Maliki, Shafi, Hanaft and Hanbali.

Y The first settlement (Hjjrah) was built in 1912 at the wells of a/-Iritawiyyah. (Safran,1988:40). More
details in Daghistani (1983:20-23).

'* It was published weekly in four pages and edited by Yiisuf Yasin (Al-Shamikh, 1981:149).

5 It was focused on literature (Al-Shamikh, 1981:153).

'* He came from al-Azharin Egypt and set up this magazine to cover religious subjects (Al-Shamikh,
1981:167).

17 All of the ministries were founded on Departments, Councils or Directorates. See: al-Sunaydi
(1990:101) and al-Salliim (1986b:54,152).

18 They were as follows: Finance 1932, Defence 1946, the Interior and Health 1951, Communication
and Education 1953, Agriculture 1953, Commerce 1954, Petroleum and Labour 1960. More details in
al-Sunaydi (1990:106-155, al-Farsy (1990:52-81) and al-Sallum (1986b:117-215).

*” More details in al-Sallim (1986b:68,173,236,300,329). _

20 The percentage of non-Saudi teachers in 1971 was 77%; obviously, it was more than this number at
this time (Saudi Arabia, 1993:104).

2! All of the eight Saudi Universities were founded on colleges or departments.

22 He is one of the most famous Saudi historians (d.2001).

2 He is a poet and historian.

?* He is a poet. (d.1987).

» For the position of Saudi Arabia in this period, see: Abir (1988:119,126).

26 For more details about Arab movements, see: Abir (1988:75,109,110).

27 For further information about Saudi Arabia and the two wars, see: Safran (1988:81,117,151).

28 For more information, see: al-Suwayni® (1987:262,326,579,581,655).

29 More details about the Five Year Plans, see: al-Sallim (1986a:30-65) and al-Farsy (1990:145).

3% This fund started with 500 million S.R. and reached 33.9 billion S.R. in 1986 (Al-Salliim, 1591:88).
3 This fund started with 250 million and reached 70.9 billion in 1989. A 20% discount is given to any

borrower who settles on time (Al-Saltliim, 1991:89).

32 A variety of services are offered by the funds. See: Daghistani (1983:195).

3 More details in al-Farsy (1990:251).

3 They were as follows: the Islamic University in 1961, King ‘Abd al“Aziz University in 1967, the
Imam Islamic University and King Faysal Universities in 1974, and Petroleum University in 1975. For
more details, see: al-Zayd (1983:5-11).

3 Further details in al-Sunaydi (1990:227) and al-Suwayyld (1995:87-106).

3¢ That number was divided as follows: 24 in al-Hijdz, 5 in Riyadh and 4 in the Eastern Province.

37] date this stage from 1975 because the new government led by King Khalid exploited the revenues
in full; it was also the start of the second Five Year Plan.

" See al-Farsy (1990:129).

3% Further information in al-Farsy (1990:133).

0 More details in Saudi Arabia (1992:79).

‘1 pETROMIN was established in 1962 for crude oil refining, storage and distribution.

*2 More details in Saudi Arabia (1995:40).
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*3 For further information, see: Daghistani (1983:137) and time al-Salliim, 1991,2: 450).

* More information in al-Sallim, (1991,3:586).

 The International Bank carries out many programmes for Combating of Illiteracy in 1977, in co-
operation with Ministry of Education (Al-Sallim, 1991,2:229).

* Further information in Saudi Arabia (1995:48-55).

%7 Excluding the expenditure of the Gulf war.

8 For further information, see: Yamani (2000:1-25).
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Chapter Two
Stages of Literary Evolution

2.1. Introduction

While the previous chapter discusses the historical and cultural background of Saudi
Arabia, this chapter investigates the stages of literary evolution in Saudi Arabia, which
includes Neo-classicism, Romanticism and Modemism, and their relationship with these

in the Arab world, in order to understand Saudi poetry within its various contexts.

The three stages in the Saudi literary environment cover modern Saudi Arabia, starting
from the recapture of Riyadh in 1902, which was the first step towards the -
establishment of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. However, before describing the three
trends, it shotuld be noted that it is necessary to be very much on one’s guard when using
European critical terminology. Unlike Western Neo-classicism, Romanticism and
Modernism, these trends in the Arab world have no philosophical foundations and they
are not based upon a conscious and elaborate theory (Badawi,1979:26). Furthermore, it
| hardly seems necessary to point out that the date suggested here for the three periods of
evolution of Saudi poetry, do not constitute sharp lines of dernaréation, and that there is

considerable overlapping between the periods.

2.2. Neo-classicism (1902-1940s)
2.2.1. Historical Introduction

Because the Arabian Peninsula was ignored in general, politically and educaﬁonélly,
during the course of Islamic history, except for the holy cities in al-Hijaz, the literary
milieu was weak. It is clear, from history, that the literature of the Arabian Peninsula in
the golden age of Arabic literature (the Abbasid era)’, which was written by historians,
was negligible in contrast to that of the other civilised territories of the Islamic State
such as Egypt, Syria and Iraq.® As regards the period after the golden age until the
Wahhabi movement’, most of the Arabian Peninsula had been ignored by scholars and
historians not only regarding literature, but also about history as a whole. At that time,
colloquial poetry (al-Shrr al-Sha‘bi or al-Nabati) appeared as a literary phenomenon.
Ibn Khaldan (1967:1125) remarks that the bedouin poets of his time (the 14" century)
followed very closely the ancient modes and themes of classical poetry. As asserted by
Sowayan (1985:165), the majority of desert poets lacked the education and formal

training necessary to master and perpetuate the classical grammar and prosody. Thus,
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since the 14" century, classical poetry entirely disappeared from most of the Arabian

Peninsula.

As for the Wahhabi era, Amin B. (1972:376) mentions that Muhammad al--Umayr, Abd
al-Muhsin al-Sahhaf and Ali al-Hanafi, were the famous poets in the 19* century. Also,
Husayn Ibn Ghannam (d.1809), Ahmad Ibn Musharraf (d.1868), al-Hifzi A., (d.1899),
al-Uskubi (d.1909) and Barradah A. (d.1909), were the most important poets, who
supported the Wahhabi movement and disseminated Wahhabi teachings.”

Although there were a few poets during the 18" and 19" centuries, who supported the
Wahhabi movement, their 'poeujf was feeble in both themes and artistic language as a
result of not only being among thousands of colloquial poets, but also pracﬁsing both
classical and colloquial poetry. Moreover, unlike the neo-classical poets, whose poetry is
marked by a conscious return to the golden age of Arabic poetry, those generations of
poets followed in the tradition of Arab Poets of decadent centuries. Because of this,
embellishments such as alliteration, antithesis, antistoichon, pun, lexical riddle and
lexical redundancy are the distinct features of the poetry; also, the poets took an interest

in following prosody rules, as a substitute for ideas and themes.’

2.2.2. Neo-classicism in the Arab World and Saudi Arabia

Instead of adopting a new set of operative principles, Arabic poetry in the 19" century
opted for a "return to the sources” (i.e. the Jahili poetry, the Umayyad poetry and the
poetry of golden age from the 8™ to 12% centuries), and set out to bridge the gap of long
centuries of immobility. The neo-classical stage began in the Arab world when poets

went back to the golden era of Arabic literature.

The poetry of Mahmud Sami al-Barudi (b.1839), as a leader and representative of the
neo-classical poets in modern Arabic poetry, is traditional in language and highly

conventional in structure and themes, but his models were the early Abbasid rather than

the late-medieval poets.

Neo-classicism in Saudi Arabia was practised by three generations. The first was the Ibn
‘Uthaymin group, which included Muhammad Ibn ‘Uthaymin (b.1844), Sulayman Ibn
Suhman (b.1851), ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Mubarak (b.1861), Muhammad Ibn Bulayhid
(b.1863) and °Ali al-Suniisi (b.1863).° The second was the al-Ghazzawi group,
containing Ahmad al-Ghazzawi (b.1900), ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Khatb (b.1900), Diya’ al-
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Din Rajab (b.1901), Ali Hafz (b.1903), ‘Ubayd Madani (b.1904), <Abd al-Quddis al-
Ansan (b.1904) and Fuwad Shakir (b.1906). The third was the al-Sabban group,
represented by Muhammad al-Sabban (b.1898), Muhammad ‘Arab (b.1901), Ahmad al-
‘Arabi (b.1904), Muhammad Hasan ‘Awwad (b.1906), Hamzah Shahhatah (b.1909)
and ‘Abdullah Balkhayr (b.1912).”

When Ibn ‘Uthaymin forsook colloquial poetry in favour of literary Arabic poetry, the
neo-classical era started in the Arabian Peninsula. Contrary to Somekh’s belief
(1992:50) that neo-classical poets did not appear in the Arabian Peninsula and Gulf
States before the 1940s and 1950s, it is evident that the neo-classical trend, led by the
Ibn ‘Uthaymin group, appeared in the Arabian Peninsula by the end of the 19" century
or at least the early beginnings of the 20™ century.

The aim of the neo-classical poets in that period was to produce verses, which were
reminiscent in their lucidity of al-Mutanabbi and his peers, and to refrain as much as
possible from the trivial pursuits that characterised the poetry of the "period of decline".
Like al-Barudi, Ibn *Uthaymin was one of the earliest and greatest of the neo-classicists
in Saudi Arabia. He managed to combine a return to the purity of diction and classicism
of the Abbasid period, with the ability to express his own individual experience. Ibn
‘Uthaymin and his followers in Saudi Arabia went on composing poetry according to the
traditional aghrad (normative thematic types). Because of the relationship between King
‘Abd al-Aziz and the Ibn ‘Uthaymin group, the famous subjects, of the poetry of this
group were eulogy, elegy, war poetry, chivalry and description. Ibn ‘Uthaymin and his
followers praised the King and his soldiers and described the battles waged in the
foundation of the state.® They followed the poets of the golden age, not only in the
subjects, but also in the structure of the poem. For instance, love poetrty (al-
Mugaddimah al-Talaliyyah), mostly known as Nasib, and the starting with some verse of
wisdom, before moving to the main subject of the poem, were respected by this group.
Further, similes, metaphors, traditional expression and even the use of the long metres
in Arabic prosody, were very common among the poets of that time.” Generally, this
school is characterised by a serenity and strength of style, by strong resonant rhymes, a
well-chosen diction and a clarity of meaning, a directness of approach and above all a

| great concern with form and music, a form which had been already perfected and fixed,

of which music was an integral part (Jayyusi,1977: 39).
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Although Ibn “Uthaymin was from the Najd region, his neo-classical manner of writing

was followed by a large number of poets from al-Hijaz, namely al-Ghazzawi and his

followers.

While the neo-classical poetry reached its complete maturity in the first quarter of the
20" century, especially in Egypt and Iraq with the period of Ahmad Shawqi, Hafiz
Ibrahim and al-Zahawi, the al-Ghazzawi group did not take the chance to improve
poetry. by renewing its themes, expressions, and structure. Poets in this group accepted
as their norm the old Arabic ode ((Qasidah), with its monorhyme and monometre, its
heavy reliance upon rhetoric and declamation, and the sonority of its music. They even
attempted in some of their work to reproduce the same imagery, themes, and structure;
they restricted their poetry to shiT al-Munasabat ,'° which was limited to eulogy which
praised the King and the princes around him.'" This group reached its acme in 1930s
after the consolidation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1932. Thus, they proudly
exploited all national celebrations, festivals, events and, sometimes, social meetings with

the King, to express their nationalist feelings towards the new country.

Although the al-Ghazzawi and al-Sabban groups were writing at almost the same time,
a distinction should be made between them owing to the different methods relating to
following new trends in Egypt, Iraq and Lebanon. Poets in the al-Sabban group were not
engaged in imitation, though they did imitate creatively, especially in form, when they
were inspired, but they were, however, independent in content. '* Instead of shiT al-
Munasabat and praising the King, poets in the al-Sabban group presented political, pan-
Arabist and social problems in their poetry.”

The al-Sabban group believed that poetry should not be restricted to Amid al-Shit",
but should also reflect the conceptions and feelings of the poets, rather than those of the
ancients. Somekh (1992:39) points out that this trend in modern Arabic poetry is one of
the main distinguishing features of what may be described as the implicit ideology of
modern Arabic neo-classical poetry: to be traditional in form and contemporary in
content. Al-Sabban and his followers, as neo-classical poets, went a long way in ridding
themselves of trifling concemns and grappling with current issues. However, the
distinction between form and content inherent in formulation of this trend and in many
similar ones, was an impracticable course of action, for prosodic and stylistic constraints

were very often detrimental to the poet’s desire to be contemporary. Poets like
Muhammad Hasan ‘Awwad and Hamzah Shahhatah were able to express their inner
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thoughts and feelings within the framework of convention by putting the conventions

themselves to their own personal use.

Although, in the beginnings of the trend of the al-Sabban group, the neo-classical poets
used the language of statement at its highest potency, and were masters of rhetoric and
the art of persuasion, they were on the whole more successful in their political and
social poetry. However, although the neo-classical form and style were eminently suited
to public themes, where the poets were constantly aware of the presence of audience,
the ideas laid out by the poets, 1.e. p-olitiéal and pan-Arabist problems, were fresh and
sometimes against people’s customs, especially in the 1930s and 1940s. To spread the
new poetic trend, al-Sabban himself created a collection of poems (Diwan) by many
poets of the new movemeint to introduce the new trend in Saudi Arabia to poets and

critics in the Arab world.” .

As a result of their strong relationship with neo-classical poets in Egypt, Iraq and
Lebanon, the al-Sabban group gained popularity and dealt effectively with the press."
Moreover, al-Hazimi (1975:17) maintains that the Saudi poets frqm the al-Sabban
group were influenced by pan-Arabist poets in Syria, such as Badawi al-Jabal and al-
Zirikll, and the Mahjar's poets such as Jubran Khalil Jubran, Mikhail Nu‘aymah, while
Muhammad Husayn Haykal believes that the Saudi poets were more influenced by
Egyptian poets such as Shawqi and Hafiz than by others."” It is said that the al-
Ghazzawi group and its poets were influenced by Egyptians at that time, whereas the al-
Sabban group was influenced by Syrians and Mahjaris.”® However, after the emergence
of the Diwan and Apollo groups, it is clear that all Arab poets at that time were
somewhat influenced by them. © Although Muhammad Hasan ‘Awwad published his
critical book, Khawatir Musarrahah in 1926, as a kind of interaction with the Drwan
group, it could not be said that the Saudi literary milieu as a whole was influenced by it.
From the Saudi literary historians' point of view, it is very clear that although
Muhammad Hasan ‘Awwad is a poet from the al-Sabban group, he was also one of the
Saudi critics whose efforts were the main factor in developing Saudi literature and
criticism. Also, his book, Khawatir Musarrahah is deemed as a beginning of renewal in

both form and content, which emerged as a trend in the 1940s.

Thus, it can be deduced that despite the differences between the three neo-classical

generations, the primary distinctive features of their poetry are that the poems are

composed in the traditional metres of classical Arabic poetry and they are
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mondrhyming. Neo-classical poets continue to use the classical aghrad (thematic
types),”” and most of their collections of poems (Diwdans) are arranged accordingly. Also,
the poems are frequently impersonal, and the poet’s experience is hidden, somewhat,
beneath layers of convention. Furthermore, the neo-classical language is essentially
dependent on that of the golden age of Arabic poetry. Not only the lexical inventory but
also the choice of figurative language is derived from this source. The invocation of
classical place-names, images and personages is a major feature in the art of most
representative neo-classical poets (Somekh,1992:40). In addition, even though the al-
Sabban group was preparing to renew poetry by following new trends in Egypt, Lebanon,
Irag and the Mahjar, the majority of poets were still producing poetry traditionally,
especially in forms, and their efforts in this period were mere indications of the

approaching emergence of a new trend in Saudi Arabia.

2.3. Romanticism (1940s-1970s)

In its entirety, neo-classical poetry was in no way divorced from the realities of its time
and place. Arab poets after the First World War were quick to respond to the dramatic
events and developments taking place in the Arab world. Thus, poetry can be seen as a
vivid mirror of these events. It is essential to mention that during the 1920s, the final
decade of Arab Neo-classicism, anti-classical tendencies were already making inroads on
the literary system. By the early 1930s, the Arab romantic school had established itself
not only in the Mahjar but also in Egypt. The emergence of the romantic model (in
concepts, language and prosodic preferences) came to occupy a central position in
modern Arabic poetry. Badawi (1993:51) observes that the heyday of Arab Romanticism
was the peﬁod between the two world wars, a period of political turmoil and great
cultural and sociological change. As a type of interaction with this new movement in
Arabic literature, “Awwad published his book, Khawatir Musarrahah in 1926, in which
great attention was paid to internal literary affairs. ‘“Awwad and al-Sabban worked
together to spread their ideas among poets. ‘Awwad maintaiﬁs that their new literary
ideas spread among the young generation, who admired them. In contrast, ‘Awwad and
al-Sabban were opposed by many of the older writers, who tried to halt their advance,
although some of them joined the movement for innovation, and have followed its
method later on ((Awwad 1952:12). Because of its flexibility, readiness for change and
open-mindedness from the beginning, the al-Sabban group was the leader of literary
renewal in Saudi Arabia. Its poets after the Second World War, adopted Romanticism

and spread its ideas among young generations. For this reason, the al-Ghazzaw! group
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lost their effectiveness and position, due to the extensive spread of al-Sabban group.
Moreover, many poets among them abandoned their old strophic forms, selected the
ones suited to their new purposes, refined the style and developed new forms, which
better suited their new thoughts and understanding of the function of poetry. That is
why Badawi (1993:18) believes that the Arabian Peninsula began to make its distinct

contribution to the mainstream of modern Arabic literature only some time after the
Second World War.

The representative poets of this stage included many Saudi poets, who started producing
poetry under the shadow of atomic bombs at the end of the Second World War and
faced, a few years later, the Palestinian catastrophe in 1948, and entered their fifties in
the shadow of the Arab disaster in 1967. They included Muhammad Hasan Faqi
(b.1910), Husayn Sarhan (b.1911), Tahir Zamakhsharn (b.1912), ‘Abd al-Karim al-
Juhayman (b.1913), Muhammad <Umar Tawfiq (b.1916), Husayn °‘Arab (b.1917),
[brahim Fudah (b.1921), Muhammad Fahad al-<Isa (b.1922), Hasan al-Qurashi (b.
1923), ‘Abdullah al-Faysal (b.1923), Muhammad al-<“Amr al-Rumayh (b.1927), Hashim
Rashid (b.1928), ‘Abdullah Ibn Idris (b.1928), Sacad al-Buwaridi (b.1928), Nasir Abi
Haymid (b.1929), Ghazi al-Qusaybi (b.1936) and others.?’ Al-Hamid (1986: 18)
maintains that the poetry of this period was the best poetry prdduced so far in Saudi
Arabia in many ways, such as diversity in both form and content, interaction with
movements of renewal in the Mahjar and Egypt, independence of literary character, the

number of poets and the fact that they were from almost all territories of Saudi Arabia.

In addition to the influence of the Mahjar, the Diwan and Apollo groups in spreading
Romanticism in Saudi Arabia and the Arab world, there was a major supporting factor
for Arab poets related to the romantic spirit, concept and principles, which depended
generally on the revolutionary spirit. It is noticeable that Romanticism was marked by a
rejection of the ideas and rules of Neo-classicism and by an affirmation of the need for a
freer, more subjective expression of passion, pathos and personal feelings (Cuddon,
1998:771). The Arab political, social, economic and psychological circumstances
following the end of colonialism, the struggle for independence in some Arab countries,
the Arab-Israeli conflict and the struggle to combat ignorance, poverty and anarchy, as
well as to establish a comprehensive renaissance for the newborn country, were the most
important factors in the adoption of Romanticism. In other words, Arab romantics do

not share the same philosophical background as European romantics. Arab Romanticism
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was born of a deep need for freedom in both art and life, and became a major trend in

Arabic poetry. Several romantic poets began to formalise deep dramatic changes in their

poetic method, style, mood, tone and imagery.

The Mahjar group (immigrant poets) from North America, the Diwan and Apolio
groups from Egypt, spread Romanticism not only in Saudi Arabia, but also in the entire
Arab world. Before the beginning of the two Egyptian groups, there was an independent
movement in Arabic poetry led by Arab immigrant poets in the United States and Latin
America. Amin al-Rihani, Khalil Mu!;rén; Mikha'll Nutaymah, Jubran Khalil Jubran, llya
Abu Madi and Nasib ‘Uraydah from North America, and Fawzi al-Maliif, Shafiq al-
Macluf, llyas Farahat and Rashid Salim al-Khin (A/-Shair al-Qarawi) from South
America, were the most famous immigrants, regardless of their skills, whether they were

poetic, prose or intellectual skills.

Moreh (1988:59) remarks that Khalil Mutran was influenced by the romantic movement
in French literature, and tried to introduce its critenia into Arabic poetry. The romantic
influence can be seen clearly in his emotional and love poetry, as well as his romantic
tales and his poems devoted to the description of nature. Some of these poets reveal a
deep and complex relationship between nature and his mind. Thus, Mutran was one of

the most effective poets at that time.

The romantic period of modern Arabic poetry exhibits a number of new concepts and
attitudes, which Mutran mentions briefly in the preface of the first volume of his
collected works published in 1908.* This new development was complex in origin and
nature, but generally, it coincided with a new revolutionary fervour, and with a new
respect given to ordinary people of the poorer or working class, and to the dignity and
freedom of the individual. Mutran also mentions a number of important concepts, which
emphasise more clearly the importance of the structural unity of the poem and the
- primacy of meaning.”? After the First World War, the Mahjar group was in need of an
organisation to spread their new ideas and attitudes in the Arab world. In the United
States, the formation of al-Rabitah al-Qalamiyyah in 1920 included the issuing of a
manifesto, which formulated the literary concepts of this school. But its counterpart in
Brazil, Al-Usbah al-Andalusiyyah , formed in 1932, was merely a literary society devoted

to the promotion of Arabic literature in Latin America.
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As for the Diwan group, a very different impact was made by three Egyptian poets,
namely “Abd al-Rahman Shukrn, Ibrahim al-Mazini and ‘Abbas Mahmiud al-Aqqad.
They rose to literary prominence during the second decade of the 20™ century at a time
when crucial transitions were taking place in the political and cultural life of Egypt. The
intention of al-Mazini and al-*Agqad in publishing their critical work, entitled, al-Diwan,
Kitabun fi al-Adab wa al-Naqd?* was to challenge the predominance of neo-classical
poetry. Ostle (1992:88) remarks that they were deeply influenced by English lyrical
poetly as poets and by English criticism as critics. They became passionate advocates of
the romantic imagination in Arabic verse, and attacked loudly and bitterly the type of

work written by the neo-classical poets.

Like Mutran, the Diwan group believed in the unity of the poem, though their
conception of it was more sophisticated and organic. Badawi (1975:89) states that, apart
from their belief in organic unity of the poem, these three poets, Shukri, al-Mazini and
al-“Aqqad, had much in common, although by the time al-Diwan was published, they
had ceased to form a group. All three poets had a serious and lofty conception of poetry
and literature in general. According to them, poetry, far from being merely a matter of
verbal tricks and recording the happenings in society, is the product of a deep emotional

experience, and ought to express a valuable personal attitude to existence or a

philosophy of life.

The ideas of Mutran and the Diwan poets, which began to take hold of Arab literary
society after 1919, were continued from 1930 onwards by the Apollo group based in
Egypt, which included Ahmad Zaki Abu Shadi, Ibrahim Naji, Al Mahmud Taha, llyas
Abii Shabakah and others. In the Arab world itself, the contribution of the romantic
poets in 1930s was immense. The person who played the largest role in spreading
romantic poetry, although as a poet he was easily surpassed by many others, was Abu
Shadi, a man of astonishing versatility, and an acknowledged disciple of Khalil Mutran.

In this, he was assisted by Ibrahim Naji, another ardent follower of Mutran.

Although it had enemies from both the traditionalists on the one hand, and the Dnwvan
group on the other, the Apollo group had a more profound influence on Arabic poetry,
with regard to the Romantic Movement than either the Diwan group or the Mafyar. In
a total of twenty five issues published from 1932 to 1934, the Apollo magazine became

the forum in which the Apollo group displayed their creative work and attitude.
According to Jayyusi (1977:386), Abu Shadi and his followers invited experiment and
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encouraged all kinds of innovations, including radical innovation and liberation of form.
The group was not based on any one definite poetic school, and the only concept upon
which its members agreed was the call for innovation and liberation from fossilised

poetic traditions.

In its first decade, the Apolio group was only influenced by Romanticism, but, later on,
the creative poets whom it brought together followed diverse poetic trends : symbolism,
Surrealism and Realism. For this reason, el-Azma N. (196;9:39) attirms that the period
between 1945 and 1965 witnessed the establishment of a new trend in Arabic poetry; it
gained support and recognition all over the Arab world in spite of the strong resistance
of conservative circles. Also, a new society emerged from the old one and the search of
the new generation for expression coincided with a search for a new identity. Therefore,
the Apollo poetic movement was, above all, a platform for poetic theories in the Arab
world. As a result of the great need for new standards and concepts, much of what was

written was copied from Western sources.

In Saudi Arabia, while the neo-classical poets were essentially conservative in their
relation to the Arabic literary tradition, the romantics called for change, reform, renewal,
and occasionally, iconoclasm. Also, whereas the neo-classical poets looked to the masters
of classical Arabic as the yardstick by which their own talents should be measured, the
yardstick of romantics was the extent of their revolution against the neo-classicists’
poetry. Because Jubran and Nu‘aymah were more revolutionary than the other poets in
the Mahjar, Muhammad Hasan ‘Awad aspired to imitate them, especially Nuaymah in
his great book al-Ghirbal.

In general, the first generation of romantic poets in Saudi Arabia, such as ‘“Awwad and
Husayn Sarhan, were more intluenced by the Mahjar and Diwan groups than by the
Apollo group. However, the distinct influence of the Apollo group was strong on the
second generation of the movement, especially in their poetry during the acme of the
Romantic Movement in Saudi Arabia, such as Muhammad Hasan Faqi, Tahir
Zamakhshari, Muhammad Fahad al-Isa, Hasan al-Qurashi, ‘Abdullah al-Faysal, and
Ghazi al-Qusaybi. From his study of the poetry of ‘Awad, Zamakhshari, Faqi and others,
‘Abd al-Jabbar (1959:274) finds that Saudi poets were influenced not only by the Apollo
group, but also by Western poets, since Arabic poetry, as a whole, was looking for a new
level of creativity, and was trying to find in Western poetic experiment models to imitate

and exp]ore.
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It is evident that revolutionary fervour, rejection of the ideas and rules of Neo-classicism,
affirmation of the need for freedom and personal feelings were almost the main rules of
the Romantic Movement. These rules resulted in particular types of themes and poetic
techniques spreading among romantic poets, such as speaking to nature, escaping to
love, embracing between love and death, poetry of loneliness and frustration and
symbolism®. In other words, romantic sorrow, nostalgia, vague metaphysical doubts and
yearnings, the sense of mystery in the universe, the idealisation of women and the
transfiguring effect of love, became common themes (Badawi,1975:204). Romanticists,
generally, adopted any theme expressing personal feelings as a reaction against the neo-

classical method.

Habibi (1997:1:192-251) points out that the thematic phenomena in Saudi romantic
poetry centred around religious, intellectual and psychological meditation, despair and
complaint, alienation, confusion and deprivation. These themes are found in the work of
many Saudi poets such as Faqi, Zamakhshari, al-<[sa, al-Qurashi, ‘Abdullah al-Faysal,
and others. From the titles of their poems, it is clear to what extent they were influenced
by the romantic spirit. Muhammad Hasan Faqj, for instance, used titles like: Man Ana
(Who am I ?), Qadarun wa Rajul, (Destiny and a Man), Ghurbat al-Rith (Estrangement
of Spirit), Jidar al-Zalam (Wall of Darkness), Jahim al-Rith (Hell of Spirit), Igtirahatun
Imaniyyatun Muzlimah (Dark Suggestions of Belief) and Jzdiwajiyyat al-Shakhsiyyah

(Dualism of Personality).*®

As a consequence of the extreme practice of romantic teachings and exaggeration in
expressing personal feelings, as well as chasing illusions and daydreams, a frontal attack
on romantic literature generally was made in Egypt in the early 1950s. Under the title of
"Erring Literature", Mufid al-Shibashi wrote an article in 1951, in which he called for
Socialist Realism and writers’ commitment. As mentioned by Badawi (1975:20)), the

reaction against Romanticism began to make itself felt in Egypt and spread soon in other

Arab countries.

One reason for the short duration of Romanticism, with its new transformation after the
exaggeration in personal feelings and daydreams, in Saudi Arabia and the Arab world
was that Romanticism was not suited for the circumstances of Saudi Arabia and the
Arab World as a whole at that time. They were struggling on both external and internal

fronts. The Arab-Israeli conflict and struggle for independence in some Arab countries,
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on the one hand, and call for development in internal Saudi aftfairs, on the other, thrust

poets to leave Romanticism and adopt Realism.

According to Ibn Idris (1960)*’, whose book, Shu‘ara’ Najd al-Mu<siriin  (contemporary
poets of Najd) was published in 1960, some Saudi poets turned to Realism, which had a
special interpretation for Arab poets in general and Saudi poets in particular. For them
Realism meant, a call for a high level of social participation with people, on both of their
-concerns and ambitions, and a contribution to educating and developing people
according to Arabic and Islamic values. Realism prompted Saudi poets to embrace Pan-
Arabism, following Badawi al-Jabal, al-Rusafi, al-Jawahiri and others, with a call for
revolution against Israel and colonialism. This was an understandable movement at that
time in the 1960s and 1970s, when Nasserism was in its peak across the Arab world.
From the titles of their poems and Diwans, it can be seen how pan-Arabist and
revolutionary Saudi poets were. Poets like Mﬁhammad Hasan ‘Awwad, Ahmad Qindl,
Ibn Idrs, al--Uthaymin, al-Buwardi, al-Damigh, al-Mansur, Husayn “Arab, al-Jauhayman,
Shahhatah, al-Filali, Fudah and others used titles such as Nar (Fire), 7amarrud
(Mutiny), Fi al-Ufuq al-Multahib (In The Flaming Horizon), Sada Yawm al-Jaza'ir (An
Echo of the Algerian Day), Thawrat Lubnan (Lebanon Revolution), Limadha Asrukh
(Why am I Screaming?), Mawakib al-Huriyyah (The Procession of Freedom), Nahnu

Qadimiin (We Will Come!) and Rayar al-Nasr (Sites of Victory).*

After the Arab catastrophe of 1967, although it was the time of adoption of Pan-
Arabism and awaking from romantic dreams, some Saudi poets, such as Faqi,
Zamakhshari, al-<Isa, al-Qurashi ‘Abdullah al-Faysal, al-Shibil, Abu Haymid, al-Rumayh
and others,” continued practising a deep Romanticism, as a kind of reaction to a
frustrated morale. In addition, according to al-Saleh (1966:248), most Saudi poetry on
Pan-Arabism lacks vigour of imagination. It seems as if poets often feel it is their moral

duty to write poetry about Arab affairs rather than that they are truly inspired by them.

In its Western sense, Realism did not last a long time in Saudi Arabia. However,
although Socialist Realism, which dealt with social development and attempted to
extirpate ignorance, poverty and illness, led to the adoption of Marxist philosophy and

the spread of its teachings among Arab poets, especially in Iraq and Lebanon, it could
not be said that Saudi poets were influenced by the Socialist Realism and Marxism
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- movements to the same degree as other Arab poets™. Consequently, Realism, Socialist

Realism and Marxism are not given as much attention as Romanticism in this study.”

As for the artistic renewal, according to al-Ghadhdhami (1991:15), Arabic poetry in the
contemporary era witnessed the first attempt at renewing forms of Arabic poetry which
was created by al-Zahawi, ‘Abd al-Rahman Shukri, Abu Shadi and al-‘Aqqad, who
practised blank verse (al-Shir al-Mursal). Blank verse is a poetic form originally based
on regular ten syllable lines, with iambic rhythm, but without rhyme (Moody,1968:204).
In addition to that, they practised free verse (ShiT al-Tafilah),”* a new form that relied,
exclusively, on a musical unit of Arabic prosody (a foot) regardless of metre or rhyme.
Both blank verse and free verse were practised as early as 1920”. Although Muhammad
Hasan ‘Awwad wrote his first poem, Khutwatun Ila al-Ittihad al-‘Arabi, in blank verse in
1924, and it was published in his Diwan (al-Baraum) later on, blank verse did not
appear as a poetic phenomenon until the 1940s (al-Ghadhdhami,1991:17,36)*. Poets,
such as Muhammad Hasan ‘Awwad, Muhammad Hasan Faqi, Tahir Zamakhshari,
Al;ltnad Qindil, Hasan al-Qurashi, Muhammad al<Amr al-Rumayh, Nasir Abu Haymid,
Muhammad al-Fahad al-<Isa, Ghazi al-Qusaybi and Salih al-“Uthaymin, were considered
the pioneers in practising and spreéding new poetic forms in Saudi Arabia in this stage.” |
According to al-Hamid (1993:343), Saudi poets differed in the extent to which they
practised ShiT al-Tafilah. Al-Rumayh, Abu Haymid, al-Qusayb1 and al-Buwaridi are
deemed as the poets most interested in composing ShrT al-Taf4lah during this stage.

However, classical poetry (al-Shir al-‘Amidi) was still dominant in the poetry of Saudi
Arabia during this stage, in spite of the emergehce of other forms, like blank verse (ar-
ShiT al-Mursal) earlier in this stage, or free verse (ShiT al-Tafilah) during the 1960s
and 1970s. Regarding the prose poem (Qasidat al-Nathr), this did not emerged as a
poetic phenomenon in Saudi Arabia until the 1970s.

Besides being a pioneer in practising new forms in poetry in Saudi Arabia, Muhammad
Hasan “Awwad was a pioneer in theorisation of new forms too™. In addition to his book,
Khawarir Musarrahah, he wrote al-Tariq ila Musiga al-ShiT al-Kharijiyyalr’, in which
he discussed many new poetic ideas related to Arabic prosody, such as new definitions of
rhythm and rhyme, the concept of free verse and prose poetry. Furthermore, in his
introductions to his Diwans, he set out new literary ideas. For instance, he discussed the
importance of the romantic spirit in the introduction to Amasun wa Atlas, and created a

new term for prose poetry (al-Shir al-Hurr), in the introduction to Qimam al-Alb, which



46

was Shanar. This word was a new Arabic word resulted from combining the two words

Shitand Nathr (poetry and prose).*

Thus, 1t can be concluded that the al-Sabban group under the real leadership of
Muhammad Hasan ‘Awwad was a pioneer in the growth of the Romantic Movement in
Saudi Arabia, as a result of their high level of flexibility and readiness for change. Under
the influence of the Mahjar, Diwan and Apollo groups, Romanticism was adopted by the
majority of Saudi poets and became a literary phenomenon in the country from the early
1940s. Although Realism had some effect on Saudi poets, it did not last a long time
among them and soon they adopted Pan-Arabism and revolutionary poetry, which
became more or less a public phenomenon among educated people in the country. As
for Symbolism and Surrealism, they were restricted to a short time and to a few poets
such as Muhammad al-“Amr al-Rumayh and Nasir Abii Haymid, who were considered as
the forerunners to the modernist period in Saudi Arabia®. The emergence of socialist
and realist poets in Iraq, Lebanon and Egypt, such as al-Bayyati, al-Sayyab, ‘Abd al-
Sabir, Hijazi and Amal Dunqul, and the Shi7 Group in Lebanon, such as Unsi al-Hajj,
Luwis ‘Awad, Yusuf al-Khal and Adunis (‘Ali Ahmad Sa‘id), with their new concepts on
both the intellectual and formal levels, was one of the earliest indications of Modernism,

which was spread not only in Saudi Arabia but also in the Arab world as a whole.

2.4. Modernism (1970s-present)*

Although Modernism is a vague and elusive term, it can be defined as a comprehensive
movement, which deals with thought, culture and the arts. Gray (1999:183) maintains
that Modernism is thought to be a response to the condition of living in a "modemn"”

world, that is to say, one characterised by scientific, industrial and technological change.

Modemism was built generally upon revolution. Thus, Cuddon (1998:515) believes that
Modernism reveals a breaking away from established rules, traditions and conventions,
fresh ways of looking at man’s position and function in the universe and many (in some
cases remarkable) experiments in form and style. Although aspects of Modernism are
touched on in the following entries: Symbolism, Naturalism, Expressionism, Imagism,
Vorticism, Futurism, Dadaism and Surrealism, Structuralism was (and still is) from the
outset, closely connected with modemist tendencies, though the theories of
Structuralism did not gain a strong foothold until the 1960s in Saudi Arabia, by which

time Post-modernism was well established as a new movement. Sarup (1993:131) states
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that the basic features of Modermnism can be summarised as : aesthetic self-consciousness
and reflexiveness; a rejection of narrative structure in favour of simultaneity and
montage; an exploration of the paradoxical, ambiguous and uncertain, open-ended
nature of reality; and the rejection of the notion of an Integrated personality in favour of

an emphasis upon the Freudian "spli" subject.

One of the problems with trying to understand Modernism is that many of these
teatures appear in definitions of Postmodernism as well. Another problem with detining

Modernism is the question of how far back into the 19" century should one go (Sarup,
1993:131).

Modernism, according to Cuddon (1998:515), began to get under way in the closing
years of the 19" century, and has had a wide influence internationally during much of
the 20" century. However, some have suggested that Modernism, as an innovative and
revivifying movement, was played out by the late 1940s, and that it was then that

Postmodernism began.

As to Postmodernism itself, Abrams (1993:120) observes that it involves not only a
continuation, sometimes carried to an extreme, of the countertraditional experiments of
Modernism, but also diverse attempts to break away from modemnist forms which had,
inevitably, become in their turn conventional, as well as to overthrow the elitism of
modernist “high art” by recourse to the model of “mass culture”. In addition, the term
Postmodernism is sometimes applied to literature and art after the Second World War,
when the effects of the first war on Western morale were greatly exacerbated by the
experience of Nazi Totalitarianism and mass extermination, the threat of total
destruction by the atomic bomb, the progressive devastation of the natural environment,

and the ominous fact of overpopulation.

As a result of being vague and elusive, the term Modernism encompasses multiple
concepts. Arab modernists maintain that not only does every environment or group have
its own understanding of Modernism according to its circumstances and needs for
change, but also everyone has his own special understanding of it*'. This idea is being
aftirmed by Saudi modernist leaders, to separate Saudi Modemism from Modernism in

the rest of the Arab world, and avoid clash with the others.
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Because this literary period includes the selected period (the case study, which is the
last quarter of the 20” century), three sub-sections will be presented within this section.
Firstly, a historical introduction will be presented, to describe the earlier period of
Modernism in Saudi Arabia and its critics and poets as well as its conflict with the
Islamist trend in the country. This will begin with a discussion of Modemism in the
Arab world with its concepts, principles, groups of theorists, critics and poets, and its
relationship with Western Modernism. Secondly, the features of Modernism will be

analysed in both content and form. Thirdly, the selected poets and their poems will be

named.

2.4.1. Historical Introduction

This section will cover the history of Modemism in the Arab world and Saudi Arabia
including its earliest beginnings, its leaders, principles, conceptions and its relationship to

other trends.

2.4.1.1 Modernism in the Arab World
In spite of Jayyusi’s belief (1992:172) that Modernism as a subject of crucial importance

was formally presented in the later seventies and early eighties by Adunis and others,
Modernism as a practice and movement according to Jayyusi herself (1992:146,154),
appeared in the Arab world after the Second World War, when the generation of
pioneers emerged with its new ideas on both forrn and content, as a result of direct
relationship with Western literature. Many critics are in agreement* that the 1950s was
the decade that witnessed a rapid and radical change in Arabic poetry. As affirmed by
Badawi (1975:225), the revolt in the 1950s was more extreme than any other revolt
modern Arabic poetry had seen so far, with a rejection of most of the basic conventions
of Arabic verse. Although al-Sayyab established some of the basic tenets of this
important movement in both forms and content,“he has not been given his rightful
place as one of the first major modemists due to Lebanese poets and their literary

adventure, which had widespread republished and attracted Arab writers and poets.

In addition to al-Sayyab’s literary efforts, some of the pioneers of the 1950s established
fundamental changes in the theory of Arabic poetry, creating a new genre which was
supported by other young poets in the Arab world, particularly the Iraqgis such as Nazik
al-Mala’ikah, al-Bayyéti,v Buland al-Haydari and Kazim Jawad.* The aim of all these
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poets was to develop an understanding of modern theories of poetic values in human

thought and art in general.

However, regardless of the poet who wrote free verse (ShiT al-Tafilah) first, Iraqi poets
scored a great success in creating new forms in Arabic poetry.” Most young poets, not
only in Iraq, but also in the rest of the Arab countries, were attracted by the new
approach to poetry. Yusuf al-Khal, Khalil Hawi, Adunis, Nizar Qabbani and others from
Lebanon and Syria, Fadwa Tuqan, Mahmiid Darwish and others from Palestine; and
Salah ‘Abd al-Sabur and Hijazi from Egypt were among those who adopted the new
poetic technique ("Awwad A.1990:205).

~ Before the founding in 1953 of al-Adb magazine by Suhayl ldns, al~Adib magazine was
set up by Albir Adib in 1946. This latter was considered the first magazine to publish
important critical works discussing the formal features of poetry and the standards of
artistic values in general. It also highlighted Saudi poets, in particular, giving them a
chance to enter the Lebanese literary scene and to have their voices heard by the
majority of Arab poets and critics at that time. Further impetus to Modernism was given
in 1957 by Yusuf al-Khal’s founding of ShiT magazine, dedicated to poetry.” In his key
lecture entitled “The Future of Arabic Poetry”, he gave the movement the name of
“modern poetty” (al-Shir al-Hadith). Al-Khal did not appeal, in the editorial of the first
issue, for a specific form of poetry; what he appealed for was a campaign against
traditional poetry and for the creation of new forms derived from the genius of Arabic
language, and its poetic heritage, as well as leéming from the experiences of poets in the
developed world (Bazziin,1996:10). '

As well as founding a publishing firm affiliated with the magazine, in which some of the
boldest avant-garde experiments in poetry were published, al-Khal held a weekly
evening circle symposium (Khamis Majallat Shit), an open house for poets, critics, and
lovers of poetry. Therefore, al-Khal and his circle are sometimes called the ShiT Group.
The Lebanese literary environment, including the ShiT Group, is considered as the
literary milieu that created the prose poem ((Qasidat al-Nathr), which Lebanese poets
and then other poets began to practise, whereas free verse (ShiT al-Tafilah) was created

by Iraqi poets, as mentioned above.

However, although the uniqueness of ShiT magazine had attracted the attention of

many of the major poets Writing at the time such as Adunis, Unsi al-Hajj, Muhammad
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al-Maghut, Twafiq Sayigh, Khalil Hawi, Khalidah Sa‘id, Buland al-Haydari and Jabra
Ibrahim Jabr3a, some of the prominent poets had nothing to do with it. ‘Abd al-Wahhab
al-Bayyati, Nizar Qabbani, ‘Umar Abu Rishah, Salah ‘Abd al-Sabiir and Ahmad Abd al-
Mu‘tt Hijazi were not involved with the magazine’s activity, although some of them

made efforts to renew Arabic poetry within the spirit of Modernism.

After the publication of his Diwan, Soﬁgs of Mihyarin 1961, Adunis was expected to be
an important poet among the ShiT Group because of his linguistic originality as well as
his rich aesthetic attributes. Badawi (1975:231) argues that Adunis is the most
articulate and sophisticated apologist for the new poetry. Besides Adunis, the poet, there
is Adunis the theorist, the intellectual and the critic. After a bﬁef historical introduction
in which he sketches out previous attempts at innovation in Arabic poetry, Adunis sets
out the three prninciples on which the new movement is based, namely, a radical
rebellion against the traditional mentality, a rejection of the old Arab conception of
poetry, which regards poetry as something static and as no more than emotion and

craftsmanship, and a rejection of the view of ancient Arabic poetry as a model to be

imitated by all subsequent poetry. He then discusses the novelty of new poetry on three
levels: artistic form, language and civilisation (Badawi,1975:234).

The stimuli, which resulted in that movement of renewal in poetry and attitude, can be
summarised into two main causes. The first was the exposure to Western literature,
through direct reading or translation into Arabic. As observed by Badawi (1993:74) and
Jayyusi (1992:154), young Arab poets, in the second half of the 20™ century could read
with considerable enthusiasm the work of T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, W.B. Yeats, and Edith
Sitwell, as well as Paul Valery, Louis Aragon, Saint-John Perse, Rilke and Mayakovsky,
some of which was beginning to be available in Arabic translation. Young Arab poets
were also avidly reading Western poetic criticism, some of which had accompanied the
European Modernist Movement. By the middle of 1950s, they felt that their tools were
now malleable enough for as many modernist techniques as possible to be attempted.

Modemism, therefore, was one of the influences that Arab poets absorbed when they
fell under the spell of the major ‘modemnist’ figures in 20 century Western poetry.

Secondly, as asserted by Jayyusi (1992:146) the reaction of Arab poets all over the Arab

world to the Palestinian debacle of 1948 was one of anger, rejection, alienation and

horror. An atmosphere of gloom and pessimism reigned, but it soon generated feelings

of challenge, to a rejection of old established ties with the inherited culture, and to a
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renunciation of loyalty to both the remote past and the immediate past, which had
brought so much shame and frustration. A new courage was born which would enable
poets to find their own poetic style, free from the iron hold of old poetic traditions and
concepts. Indeed, it is crucial to note that the search of Arab poets for freedom in poetic
forms, cannot be isolated from their search for freedom in politics, culture and society.
By reason of facing a comprehensive and strong shock after the Second World War, the
masses in the Arab world were, in many countries, involved in movements of freedom.
Arab liberal intellectuals, critics and poets, took advantage of the prevailing mood to

disserninate their new theories and concepts to the masses.

Arabic poetry, in the stage of Modemism in the Arab world, has witnessed many
changes so far in both forms and contents. Free verse (Shit al-Tafilah) and the prose
poem (Qasidat al-Nathr) became literary phenomena in terms of form. As for content,
much attention was paid to other elements, which constitute a poetic structure, 1.e.
diction, imagery and metaphor; also myths, allusion, masks and folklore became poetic

phenomena.*’

The widespread movement of new poetry in Iraq and Lebanon developed during the
1950s, and became the major approach to Arabic poetry, setting the artistic standard,
both theoretically and practically, of what came to be called Arabic free verse. At the
same time, the neo-classical poets, who were still using traditional forms of poetry, were
encouraged, quite apart from the growth of free verse and, also, under the influence of
modern development, to produce new poetic values, applying such modern techniques in
their works as the repetition of words in different contexts and adopting narrative and
monologue forms, as well as exploiting historical symbols and figures to illustrate their
poetic themes. In their style, al-Jawahiri and Badawi al-Jabal from among the neo-
class'ica] poets, consecrated the marriage of three elements: ideas, forin and sentiment, in

a melodious classical style, such as their contemporaries had not hitherto heard in
poetry (El-Azma, 1969:38-39).

2.4.1.2 Modernism in Saudi Arabia

Because of his efforts in terms of theorisation and practice of poetry, starting from his
book, Khawatir Musarrahah, and continuing in his other books and Diwans,
Muhammad Hasan ‘Awwad (b.1906) is considered as the leader of the literary renewal

movement in Saudi Arabia, even in the stage of Modernism. He was not only the first
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Saudi critic with a revolutionary spirit and high level of ability to gather adherents, but
also the first poet, who tried to theorise and practise the new poetic forms, such as blank
verse, free verse (ShiT al-Tafilah) and the prose poem (Qasidat al-Nathr), as mentioned

above.*

Although Ibn Idns (1960:100,145) and al-Hamid (1993:374,376) considered
Muhammad al-Amr al-Rumayh (b.1927) and Nasir Abu Haymid (b.1929) to be
symbolists, because of their vague and symbolic language during 1950s,” it is possible to
deem these two poets as early adherents of Modernism in Saudi Arabia. In support of
this view, is the fact that, as attested by lbn ldns (1960:110,112,145) and al-Hamid
(1993:374,376), they were, first 6[’ all, in continuous connection with the Lebanese
magazine, al-Adib (1946), in which they had poetry published of both types, Shir al-
Tafilah and Qasidat al-Nathr. The latter was the predominant form in Qalag, the first
Diwan of Abu Haymid. Their contact with the Lebanese literary environment covered
the period from 1947 until 1959, an era which witnessed the founding of the two
important magazines, al-Adab (1953) and ShiT (1957), and it seems likely that they
benefited from the atmosphere of modernist, intellectual and formal revolution in order
to establish their own new modemnist concepts. They must at least have been aware of
the literary dévelopments in the Lebanese literary environment, not to mention their
own participation in these activities. Secondly, Abu Haymid spent about two years in
Germany studying the German language and returned in 1958 (Ibn ldris,1960:100).
According to al-Salman (1968:29), Abu Haymid mentioned that he was influenced by
abstract German poets such as Rilke. Thirdly, the poetry of al-Rumayh and Abii Haymid
itself had some modemist features in terms of form and content. For instance, both of
them, according to al-Hamid (1993:347-354), wrote free verse (ShiT al-Taf%lah) and the
prose poem (Qasidat al-Nathr) in the early 1950s and used vague language as well as
myths and masks™. Thus, it is evident that al-Rumayh and Abu Haymid’s activities in
the Lebanese press, starting from the early 1950s, were the first indications of

Modemism in Saudi Arabia.

As a consequence of the continuous connection with the Lebanese Modernist Movement

during the 1950s and 1960s, with its revolutionary spirit, its intellectual, and formal

principles as well as the spirit of renewal, which was represented by magazines such as
al-Adib (1946) edited by Albir Adib, al-Adab (1953) by Suhayl Idris, ShiT (1957) by
Yiasuf al-Khal, Hiwar (1962) by Tawfiq Sayigh, as well as the cultural section in al-
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Nahar newspaper (1964) by Unsi al-Hajj and Mawagif (1968) by Adunis, the Saudi
modernist period was becoming established by the late 1960s. The early 1970s
witnessed the appearance of a new generation who had absorbed the modernist theories
and principles established by both Iraqi and Lebanese poets and critics. This new trend
included Muhammad al-Ali (b.1931)', Ahmad al-Salih, (Msafin), (b.1942), Sacad al-
Humaydin (b.1947), Thurayya al-Urayd (b.1948), °<Ali al-Dumayni (b.1950),
Muhammad al-Mansur (b.1950), Muhamfnad al-Thubayt (b.1952), ‘Abdullah al-Zayd
(b.1952), Muhammad Jabr al-Harbi (b.1956), Fawziyyah Abu Khalid (b.1956),
‘Abdullah  al-Sikhan  (b.1956), Muhammad al-Dumayni (b.1958) and
“others.>*Furthermore, there is a small trend, which emerged in the early 1990s and was
restricted to the prose poem (Qasidat al-Nathn), as found in the work of Ibrahim al-
Husayn (b.1960), Ahmad al-Mulla (b.1961), Ahmad Kattuah (1964), °Ali al--Amri
(b.1965), Hamad al-Faqih (b.1967), <Id al-Khamisi (b.1970) and others. In relation to
criticism, ‘Abdullah al-Ghadhdhami (b.1946), Sa‘ad al-Bazil (b.1952), Sa‘ld al-Surayhi
(b.1953), ‘Uthman Sini (b.1954), MuSjib al-Zahrani (b.1954) and others” were the
leaders and critics of the movement. Besides these groups, there were many adherents

among journalists, university scholars, publishers and students.

Although al-Rumayh and Abu Haymid were the pioneers of Modernism in Saudi Arabia,
Muhammad al-<Ali could be considered as the leader of the modernist generation.
According to al-Nabulsi (1992:97-101), Muhammad al-‘Ali began publishing in 1960,
but his first poem in the new style of poetry (Shir al-Tafilah) appeared in 1963,
Fawziyyah Abtu Khalid, whose first Diwan of prose poems, //a Mata Yakhtifunak Laylat
al--Urs was published in 1973, Sa‘ad al-Humaydin, an exponent of ShiT al-Tafilah since
1966, whose Diwan, Rusumun ‘ala al-Ha’it was published in 1977, and Ahmad al-Salih
(Musafin, who started writing Shir al-Tafilah in 1970, and whose Diwan, ‘Indama
Yasqut al-Arraf was published in 1978, were considered as the earliest poets in the

modernist era in Saudi Arabia.

To spread their new principles and concepts, Saudi modernists had to exploit all devices,
which were available in the 1970s. Apart from exploiting the simplicity of Saudi people
in the early 1970s and their engagement in the economic boom in the early 1980s, as
mentioned in Chapter One, the modemists exploited the press and some public
organisations. They occupied the literary pages in al-Madinah newspaper, which were

set up in 1963. In 1968 they created a weekly section in ‘Ukdz newspaper for their



54

literary works, and a daily section for young poets and critics (‘Awad Allah, 1989:32,43).
As to al-Riyad newspaper, ‘Awad Allah (1989:48-50) points out that the modemnists in
1971 set up a literary daily section, which was devoted to their new poetry and criticism.
In the later 1970s, the modernists exploited three other newspapers, al-Jazirah, al-Yawm
and al-Sharq al-Awsat. These famous newspapers, besides publishing the works of
modernists, were interested in extending the sphere of Modernism by discussing its
notions to make them understandable by ordinary people and students. Further, a/-Ra’7d,
lgra’and Qafilat al-Zayt magazines contained a high level of discussion of the ideas and
principles of Modemnism (‘Awad Allah, 1989:56,61,62,159,229). Starting from the early
1980s, two literary clubs in Riyadh and Jeddah published six periodicals for poetry,
short stories and modern criticism: Qawafill, al-Adabiyyah, ‘Alamat, al-Rawi, ‘Abqar,
Nawafidh and Judhur. In the early 1990s al-Nass al-Jadid magazine was set up by the
modernist poet ‘Ali al-Dumayni.

Another factor for the spread of Modernism was the activities of literary clubs, cultural
and artistic organisations and departments of humanities in Saudi universities. Some
modernists or their adherents became presidents or effective members of some literary
clubs, such as those in Riyadh, Jeddah and Abh3a, immediately after their foundation in
1975. They also became managers of cultural and artistic organisations in Riyadh,
Jeddah, al-T@’if and al-Dammam, and some became heads of departments of humanities
in King °‘Abd al-“Aziz and Sa‘ud universities in Riyadh and Jeddah. Saudi modemists
also engaged in literary communications with other Arab countries, through cultural
testivals. Before al-Janadiryyah was set up in 1985, they attended literary and cultural
festivals in other Arab countries, such as al-Ummah, al-Mirbad, Jarash and Asilah
festivals.”® Such events, from the modemist point of view, provided a healthy
atmosphere for free discussion of modernist principles and affairs, as well as interaction

with other modernists through the presentation of research papers.

In addition to that, Saudi modernists utilised human abilities in the Saudi academic
environment. As mentioned in Chapter One, during the 1970s, many Saudi students
graduated from Western countries, and Saudi universities relied heavily on lecturers
brought from Arab countries. The modemists, the-refore; encouraged all new lecturers
and researchers to participate in cultural activities in clubs, organisations and the press.
Moreover, some departments and literary clubs invited modernist leaders and adherents

to give lectures, participate in research work or write critical articles for the press.
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Despite the fading of some modernists due to their engagement in running their own
businesses during the Saudi financial boom from 1975 to 1982, the majority of
modernists concentrated on analysing the society and theorising new principles and
concepts of Modernism, to be suitable for Saudi society’s specific characteristics.
Coinciding with the early emergence of financial problems in the country in 1982, the
first book that discussed the Modernist Movement from an opposing point of view by
Ahmad Farah ‘Ugaylan, appeared under the title of Jinayat al-Shit al-Hurr (1982).
However, the book was not given much attention by either side, modernists and resisters

of Modernism.

After waning slightly during the financial boom, the Modemist Movement returned
strongly as a collective phenomenon in the press and literary clubs. Modemists worked
hard in arranging consecutive lectures and meetings, as well as submitting for
publication both creative writing, i.e. poetry, novels and short stories, and critical and
theoretical writings. As a result of the attention paid to theorisation and analytical
criticism, critical trends such as Structuralism, Deconstruction, Formalism and Feminist
Literary Theory,” as well as some linguistic trends, e.g. Stylistics and Semiotics, emerged
in theses, books and articles (Al-Nabulsi,1992:45). The M.A. thesis of Sa‘id al-Surayhi,
Shir Abi Tammam bayn al-Nagd al-Qadim wa al-Nagd al-Jadid, which applied the
structural method, was published in 1983, while ‘Abdullah al-Ghadhdhami's book, al-
Khati’ah wa al-Takfir was published in 1986. The book describes the author’s transition
from Structuralism to Deconstruction, and is considered, more or less unanimously, as

the most important book, that described the Modernist Movement in Saudi Arabia at its
peak™.

In 1987, an audio tape’’ was recorded by Sa‘id al-Ghamidi, which from an Islamist point
of view, criticised the Modemist Movement, not only in Saudi Arabia, but also in the
Arab world as a whole, for religious and intellectual corruption. This marked the
beginning of the Islamist anti-modernist movement. This movement gained impetus
from the publication in 1988 of a book entitled al-fHadathah f1 Mizan al-Islam, wntten
by ‘Awad Ibn Muhammad al-Qarni to express the Islamist point of view towards
Modernism. The book aroused shock, anger and fear. The influence of the book can be
attributed to several features: its being prefaced by the head of religious authority al-
Shaykh Ibn Baz; its being based on and supported with a large number of religious

texts”, the general ignorance of cultural and literary trends inside and outside the
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country and people’s general weaknesses in making independent critical evolution. In
consequence, this book is considered as one of the most important factors stimulating

opposition from both high class and ordinary people, to the Modernist Movement.

After the publication of al-Qamni's book, Islamist thinkers in Saudi Arabia were on the
alert for modernist activities. The masses were warned against modemists by the
religious spéakers (al-Khutaba) in Friday Sermons and in messages from the religious
leaders (al-<Ulamd). The Islamist backlash against Modernism was also reflected in
books such as al-Hadathah fi Manzarin Imanyy (1988) by cAdnan al-Nahwi, al-
Hadathah; Munagashatun Hadi'atun Ii Qadiyyatin Sakhinah (1992) by Muhammad
Khidr “Urayt, al-Hadathah Bayn al-Ta‘mir wa al-Tadmir (1993) by Hasan al-Huwaymil,
Nugqgad al-Hadathah wa Mawt al-Qari’ (1995) by ‘Abd al-Hamid Ibrahim, a/-Aqg/ al-
Adabi (1993) by Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn ‘Aqil and F7 Khaymat al-Nas (1997) by cAli al-
Timni. Efforts were also made to counter Modemism by studying the Islamist trend in
Saudi literature. Khulayf Sa‘ad al-Khulayf and Hasan al-Huwaymil, for instance,
composed al-lttijah al-Islami fi al-Shi al-Suddi al-Hadith, (1989) and al-Nazah al-
Islamiyyah fi al-ShiT al-Suidi al-Musir (1989) respectively”. An Islamist revival in
some academic departments in Saudi universities, which was established in the early
1980s by some lecturers from Syria and Egypt”, was reflected in doctoral research, not
only in departments of literature or criticism, but also of Islamic creed in Islamic colleges,
which examined Modernism in the country and in the Arab world from an Islamist point
of view. For instance, al-“Ali and al-Ghamidi in the Department of Islamic Creed in
Riyadh wrote their theses about the Modemist Movement in which they exposed what
they saw as its intellectual and religious corruption®’. Some Saudi intellectuals also
joined the Association of Islamist Literature, which was established in 1984 in India and
has thousands of members across the Islamic world*. Anti-modernist opinions were also
expressed in Islamic and neutral publications, such as al-Nadwah and al-Musilimun
newspapers as well as al-Da‘wah and al-Haras al-Watani magazines. The Islamist trend
in the country is represented by Muhammad Malibari (d.1989), Ahmad al-Shaybani
(d.1993), Nasir al-Rashid (1940), Hijab al-Hazimi (b.1941), Hasan al-Huwaymil
(b.1945), Muhammad al-Mufarmiji (b.1945), al-Dabil (b.1945), Bahkali (b.1954), Sa‘abi
(b.1954), al-“Ashmawi (b.1955), <Adullah al-Rushayd (b.1965), and others, as well as
the religious leaders (al/-Ulama), their students and the majority of the masses.
Moreover, there is a small trend in the middle, although, in some cases they are close to

the Islamist trend due to their traditional characteristics. This group includes
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Muhammad al-Mashan (d.2001), Yahya Tawfiq Hasan (b.1939) Ahmad Ba‘atab
(b.1939), al-Khtrawi (b.1940), Usamah <Abd al-Rahman (b.1945), Mud al-Bukhitan
(1950), Hamad al-Us‘us (b.1955), and others®.

It is true that some Arab poets had offended Muslims’ feelings by describing God
(Allah), his messenger and Islamic teachings with evil meanings™, but Saudi critics,
novelists and poets did not use this level of revolution and clarity against Islam. The
reason why they were strongly attacked by anti-modernists, however, was that they
praised, sometimes too much, Arab modernists and called them leaders, teachers and
fathers. They were also condemned for their extreme revolutionary spirit in terms of
customs, conventions, history, language and so on. Although the Islamist trend attracted
the masses, and to some extent spread their interpretation of Islam, it cannot be ignored
that they made some mistakes in terms of their interpretation of speech and sensitivity
towards change. Their weaknesses may be summed up as follows; firstly, the fear of
conspiracy controls them totally and makes them suspicious about change that comes
from the society itself, let alone when it comes from the West. Also, any call for change
and those who call for it are perceived as being against Islam. Secondly, because of
having a complex about Western civilisation in general, they are not only suspicious and
concerned about almost everything that comes from the West relating to customs,
conventions, thought and philosophy, but also, they adopt a policy of absolute rejection,
and ban discussion or interaction with it. Thirdly, as a result of their superficial
knowledge, in general, they reject change not only based on traditional belief, but also
with illogical interpretation of Islamic texts. Differences are not to be ignored between
Arab modemists and Saudi modernists, but should be made according to literary and
intellectual works of both sides. Although al-Shintl's (1986) paper discusses the
particular characteristics of Modernism in Saudi Arabia, it was restricted to the artistic
and formal features of Saudi modernist literature and took no notice of the intellectual

and ideo]ogicél dimensions, which caused the intellectual conflict in the country.

Above all, although they did not express their attitude towards Islam, that does not
mean that Saudi modernists are not involved in the revolution against specific
interpretations of Islam or against Islam as a whole, because, as stated by al-Sabeeh

(1993:16), people who advocate westernisation, in general, believe that it is impossible

to have both modernity and Islam.
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Although the reactions of modemists to the publication of al-Qarni's book differed, all of
them were shocked and confused on how the situation should be dealt with. One
reaction was to resist the anti-modernists and explain their attitude to people. Hence,
they published two books, one of them written by Muhammad al-Ali, the leader of the
Saudi modernists, and published in part in the Kuwaiti newspaper, a/-Watan, in March
1989 (issue N0.5052) under the title of Hiwarun Multahib ma‘a Kitabin Barid, the other,
al-Hadathah fi Mizan al-Qami: Bayanun Didd al-Thaqafah, a twenty seven-page text by
an anonymous author. It could be said that modemists during the period from 1988

until 1994 were in a state of frustration and dilemma.

Al-Nabulsi (1992: 59,66) points out the reasons why modernists ran into difficulty with
their newborn movement: firstly, although they clearly realised that Saudi society is
built upon a traditional background and has a vigorous conservative view towards
modern life, especially at the conceptual and ideological levels, which prompt society to
be suspicious of change, they forgot, or perhaps ignored, the characteristics of Saudi
society and did not care about the success of the Modernist Movement. Secondly,
instead of being based on multilateralism, which respects other people’s opinions as well
as their right to exist, the Modernist Movement was built on a unilateral view, an
~ intellectual dictatorship, which seized on some conceptions and opinions and completely
ignored others®. In addition, they ignored the significance of Islam and its role in
Muslims' lives. Therefore, it would not be surprising that such a movement might fail.
Thirdly, in their state of revolutionary turmoil and perceiving themselves as superior,
avant-garde and enlightened elite, they lost their control dealing with their opponents in
terms of discussing ideas and opinions. Therefore, within the modernist trend, al-“Abbas
(1998:16-29) reviewed and criticised the modernist values and principles maintaining

that the belief of the intellectual multilateralism is very significant for the intellectual

development in the country.

Given this, it may be concluded that although modernists and anti-modemnists went too
far in dealing with each other, this situation would be helpful for intellectual
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development in the country, to adopt a realistic policy for a gradual™ and natural

evolution, which would be more effective and successful in the long term. As a result of
their shock, since 1988, the modernists adopted Postmodernism, which was established

upon coexistence with its opponents®’, as an alternative approach which would allow

them to continue their enlightening policy in the country. It can be said that the
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Postunodemnist era was started in 1994 when Sa‘id al-Surayhi had expressed his new
attitude towards other trends in a/-Yamamah magazine, followed by al-Ghadhdhami in

his paper in a literary conference in Kuwait in 1995. %

2.4.2. The Features of the Stage

Although there are many features that can be discussed in this section in terms of the
stage of Modemnism in Saudi Arabia, a revolutionary spirit, vagueness, conflict and

renewal are the most important features.

2.4.2.1. Revolutionary Spirit

While Romanticism, with its revolutionary spirit, is considered as the first movement
adopting revolution in the modern era, Modemism is deemed as the strongest
movement in terms of revolution. In addition to the relationship between Arabs and the
West, Arab circumstances stimulated Arab intellectuals, poets and critics to revolt,
seeking for freedom, independence from their miserable life relating to politics, thought

and conventions.

Despite the Arab modemnists’ belief that Modernism has many interpretations, and every
concept acquires its own special property, a revolutionary spirit, a8s a common
denominator, is 