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Appendix IV. A table showing the presence and absence of the 
different microfossils in modern reference specimens. Green 
indicates presence, red absent, yellow unknown. 

Common 
name Latin name 

Plant 
part Starch Phytoliths 

Calcium 
Oxalate 
Crystals   

          

D
ruse 

Styloid 

R
aphide 

C
rystal 

sand 

Waterlily 
Numphaea 
alba Root X           

Reedmace 
Typha 
latifolia Root X       X   

Dandelion 
Taraxacum 
officinale Root  X X         

    Leaf   X         

Strawberry  
Fragaria 
vesca Fruit   X X X   X 

Crab Apple 
Malus 
sylvestris Fruit   X X X     

Rowan 
Sorbus 
aucuparia Fruit  X   X X     

Hawthorn 
Crataegus 
monogyna Fruit   X       

    Leaf   X X X     
Dog Rose Rosa canina Leaf   X X X     
    Fruit  X X X X   X 

Hazel 
Corylus 
avelana Nut X   X       

Raspberry 
Rubus 
idaeus Fruit             

Sloe 
Prunus 
spinosa Fruit     X X     

Elder 
Sambucus 
nigra Fruit   X X       

Einkorn 

Triticum 
monococcu
m Seed X           

    Husk   X         

Acorn 
Quercus 
robur Seed X X         

Meadowswe
et 

Filipendula 
ulmaria Seed   X X X     

    Root X           
Greater 
Plantain 

Plantago 
major Root  X           
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    Leaf   X         
Nettle Urtica dioca Leaf   X     X   

Ramsons 
Allium 
ursinum Leaf             

    
Flowe
r             

Pondweed 
Potamogeto
n pectinatus All             

Rosebay 
Willowherb 

Chamerion 
angustifoliu
m Root  X      X     

    Leaf             
Lords and 
Ladies 

Arum 
maculatum Root X       X   

Horseradish 
Armoracia 
rusticana Root X           

Domestic 
Wheat 

Triticum 
aestivum Seed X           

    Husk   X         
Branched 
bur-reed 

Sparganium 
erectum Root X       X   

Galingale 
Cyperus 
longus Root X           

Sweet flag 
Acorus 
calamus Root X           

Beechnut Fagus sp. Seed X           
Garlic 
mustard 

Alliaria 
petiolata Seed    X         

Bracken 
 Pteridium 
sp. 

Root/s
hoot X           
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