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ABSTRACT

The main aim of this study is to shed light on the major factors affecting the performance
of the Muslim military in five important battles fought during the first two decades of
Islam (2/624-16/638). The study comprises an introduction, seven central chapters, and a
conclusion (an Arabic-English glossary is placed at the end of the study).

The first chapter includes a general introduction which incorporates an explanation of the
method to be followed in the study. It provides a review of the study’s primary and
secondary sources and of the Arabic literature on the subject of warfare and military
activities. It also explains the nature and scope of the study and closes with an outline of
the organisation of the chapters.

The second chapter provides a briet background account of the region prior to Islam and
considers in particular the region of al-Hijaz. In addition it illustrates some of the main
features of the neighbouring powers in the north and south of Arabia, and of the two
great empires that still dominated the region.

The third chapter narrates the significant events of the battles under discussion, i.e. Badr,
Uhud, al-Khandaq, al-Yarmuk, and al-Qadisiyyah, thus providing a reference for the
subsequent chapters.

The fourth chapter investigates the factor of Islamic military doctrine, its role in the
performance of the Muslim armies, and its importance for the conduct of the five battles.
The fifth chapter examines the factor of Islamic military leadership, its impact upon the
performance of the Muslim armies, and how it was exercised during the battles under
study.

The sixth chapter discusses the factor of Islamic military intelligence, its task in relation to
the performance of the Muslim armies, and how it was conducted in the battles in
question.

The seventh chapter considers the factor of the adversaries’ strengths and weaknesses
using both narrative and analysis. This chapter provides a necessary examination of the
nature of the forces confronting the Muslim armies.

The eighth chapter focuses on the factor of Islamic military strategy, its importance for

the performance of the Muslim armies, and its implementation in the five battles.

The ninth chapter summarises and discusses the study’s most important findings and
draws conclusions from them, indicates to what extent the study’s principal aims have

been achieved, and makes suggestions for future research.
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Ch.1: Introduction

CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

Military activities are an important part of any nation’s culture. Focusing on its respected
past will enlighten its present, as an understanding of the past will guide future action.

This is as true of warfare as it is of politics or social affairs. However, Islamic warfare is a
very broad subject. Many books and articles have been written on Islamic warfare, which
tend to deal with battles, locations, equipment, and matters of organisation. However, such
studies inevitably neglect some of the complexities that are crucial to victory or defeat. In
any battle, success depends on a range of factors, which will vary in importance according
to circumstances. With this in mind, Islamic military doctrine, military leadership, Islamic
military intelligence, the strengths and weaknesses of the adversary, and Islamic military
strategy have been chosen as major factors to be considered in this study. This

concentration on an Islamic perspective has been prompted by the fact that, as far as the

researcher is aware, no military study reterring primarily to Islamic sources has discussed
or analysed all these factors in relation to the decisive battles of the early period of Islam
i.e. Badr (2/624), Uhud (3/625), al-Khandaq (5/627), al-Yarmuk (13/634), and al-
Qadisiyyah (15/636). It must be acknowledged that these factors are not Islamic in
themselves; they have been the subject of theoretical discussion and practical application
for many centuries, from long before Islam to our own time. Nevertheless Islam has given
them a special character, guiding, controlling, and directing them to follow a clearly
defined path. The study’s concentration on the Islamic characteristics of the factors under
discussion is the basis of its uniqueness and interest. During the course of the analysis
these major factors will be carefully examined to find out to what degree they are in
conformity with Islam, that is, whether their basis is to be found in human thought and
practice or in the sharia' originating in the will of Allah. A related question raised by the
study is whether these battles would have proved so decisive had the Muslim army not

been inspired by a transcendent doctrine. Thus these factors, each of which could itself be
the subject of a thesis, will be examined from an Islamic military perspective in order to

narrow the focus in accordance with the purposes of the study.

' For Muslims, the shari‘a is not a manmade law; it is the holy law of Islam, governing all aspects of life
as the Qur'an (ETMC), 4: 18, states: “Then We put thee on the (right) Way of Religion”. The study’s
use of ‘Shari‘a’ rather than ‘law’ is intended to prevent the misconception that the law under discussion
is to be considered in the same way as secular or manmade legislation. See al-Khudrawi, ()amdas al-

Alfaz, p. 216 and Netton, A Popular Dictionary of Islam, p. 230.
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Put another way, this study is concemed with the social transtormation of a people
through religion and its eftects on the conduct of military affairs. Its interest could be said
to lie in its complexity: although the events of the battles are relatively straightforward,
they will be shown to be the locus of interaction of many different dimensions, some of
which will be discussed in great detail. It is the interdependence and interaction of these
factors, rather than their separate influence, which is the study’s focus of attention.

To look for sources of data may be considered a relatively easy matter nowadays due to
the unprecedented developments in electronic communications. It is also not difficult to
find works of scholarship devoted to specific subjects; but the sources relevant to this
study are many and varied, and investigating them all has involved a lengthy process of
discovery. Relying largely on Islamic sources has made the task easier. Thus, the
information necessary to the study is contained in a great many historical, religious, and
narrative works, all of which have been examined from a number of perspectives. In
addition, on those occasions where consultation with Islamic scholars was impracticable,
the researcher had to form an opinion on the basis of his own knowledge and
understanding.

It we consider the few works of recent times which are pertinent to our discussion, we find
that they rarely use the Qur'an as a main source, and thus their applicability is limited. In
addition, the method followed by the classical writers such as al-Tabari, al-Waqidi, and
others was largely to collect information without assuring its reliability. For example al-
Tabari includes small number of narrations that appear dubious or stretch credulity,
admitting in his introduction that the reader might reject or disbelieve them, in which
case the burden of proof lies with the narrator, not with al-Tabari.? Moreover, there
appears to be no consensus among the modern works that might be referred to, many of
which flatly contradict one another, chiefly due to their being affected by the views of
opposing sects and by their widely differing aims.> Therefore it has been considered fitting
to rely on the Qur'an as the main source, which provides our basic ground, and the books
of the hadith. It is also fitting for any Islamic study to use the two references that all

Muslims acknowledge as pre-eminent. Hence, these sources will guide our discussion of

the factors in question as well as the narration of the battles.

* See al-Funaysan, Ghazwat al-Ahzab, p. 14.
? See Newby, “Muhammad: Bibliographies”, in Esposito and others (eds), The Oxford Encyclopedia of

the Modem Islamic World, v. 3, p. 162.
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This study therefore aims to analyse these factors and determine their effect on the
outcomes of the five battles mentioned above in the light of Qur'anic and other Islamic
teachings.

The lack of useful works specialising in military affairs necessitated a thorough
exploration of the Qurdn, hadith, al-sirah (biography), al-maghazi (battles), al-futith
(conquests), and of general histories in order to fulfil the requirem-ents of the study. Al-
‘Asaf has remarked that: “No study concerning human beings can be perfect due to the
nature of the case study.”™ Given that our study is an exploration of a particular form of
human behaviour and an analysis of some of the factors influencing that behaviour, we
accept his judgment, while striving to minimise any defects that might compromise the
validity of our conclusions. Thus, it is hoped that the footnotes will demonstrate that the
researcher has been concerned to find the most comprehensive references, without
compromising the purposes of the study. Further, the period covered by the study has

been strictly limited to that of the five battles in question, i.e. ¢. 2/624 to the 15/637. A

great number of documents covering this period have been compared and analysed.

Further, the study will make use of the Islamic sources according to their seniority and
status. Thus the Qur'an, as the word of Allah, is the first to be consulted. The hadith is
next in importance. Then follow the exegeses of the Qur'an, and the books of the
biography of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).’ Finally, the works of selected Islamic
scholars will be investigated according to the expected priority of usage including some

western works as needed.

[.1: Sources of the Study

It is useful at this point to provide the reader with some information on the primary and
secondary sources used in this research. As we have noted, these are almost exclusively

Islamic in nature. The sources are divided into primary sources, medieval sources, and

modern sources. They mostly consist of:
Primary: The Qur'an, hadith and historical works.
Medieval: Religious and historical works.

Modern and Contemporary: Religious and historical works, theses, periodicals, internet

sites, and the like.

4 Al-<Assaf, al-Madkhal, p. 57.
5 The phrase (Peace Be Upon Him) will be used at the beginning of each section only.
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[.2: Primary Sources

No studies on the military arts have survived from the early period of Islam. It is thought
that the earliest texts were mainly either religious treatises or historical narrations, and
even later writings are fragmentary and of limited usefulness. Therefore, the Qur'an and
its exegesis, the hadith and works dealing with biography and the battles in question will
be consulted as the most important sources. In addition some modern works will be
considered whenever necessary.

The Qur'an mentions and comments upon several battles, among which are three of
interest to the study: Badr, Uhud, and al-Khandaq. References to the battles of al-Yarmik
and al-Qadisiyyah are in the Sira and Maghazi literatures.

The Qur'an is the Word of Allah, which was revealed to Prophet Muhammad. It is
indispensable for Muslims as a book of guidance. It is of great importance for our purpose,
as it contains information and guidance, especially relating to the first three battles, since

the Prophet Muhammad took part in them. To indicate the view of this scripture adopted

by the study, the researcher would like to refer to the preface of a recent English
translation of the meanings and commentary of the holy Qur’an, from which the following
quotation is taken:

“Before the reader begins to study the Qur'an, he must realise that unlike all other
writings, this is a unique book with a supreme author, an eternal message and universal
relevance. Its contents are not confined to a particular theme or style, but contain the
foundations for an entire system of life, covering a whole spectrum of issues, which range
from specific articles of faith and commandments to general moral teachings, rights and
obligations, crime and punishment, personal and public law, and a host of other private
and social concerns. These issues are discussed in a variety of ways, such as direct
stipulations, reminders of Allah’s favours to His creation, admonitions and rebukes. Stories
of past communities are narrated, followed by the lessons to be learned from their actions
and subsequent fates.”

The preface also argues that, given the depth, as well as the sublimity, of the Qur'anic text,
a faithful translation of it into another language is virtually impossible.” The various

translations that exist today, however accurate they may be, cannot be designated as the

S The Holy Quran ETMC, p. iii. It should be noted that the edition used by this study is the large
(2082 pages) translation issued by King Fahad Holy Qur'an Printing Complex, in Medina, (the 1990's
Print) and titled “THE HOLY QUR’AN; English Translation of the Meanings and Commentary”. It will
be referred to as The Holy Quran ETMC.

7 See The Holy Quran ETMC, p. vi.
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Qur'dn, since they can never hope to imitate the diction or the style of the Book of Allah.
Nevertheless translation is one of the few ways to export the knowledge among the
nations, and so it is the duty of those in a position to do so to fulfil this task.” This
linguistic limitation should be noted by readers of the translated passages quoted in this
study.

Second only to the Noble Qur'an, the most important text for Muslfms is the hadith. The
term Aadith denotes ‘what was transmitted on the authority of Muhammad, his deeds,
sayings, tacit approval, or description of his physical appearance.” The hadiths are
collected into many books,”® whose veracity depends on their isnad'' to the Prophet.

However, there are six main books, known as the Kutub al-Sihah al-Sittah (The six
authentic Books of hadith)."? These six books will be used extensively; the other books of
hadith will be used as the study requires. It should be noted that every hadith consists of
two parts, the isnad (the chain of authorities) and the matn (the main text of the hadith),

but the study will be concerned only with the main text due to the limitation of space.”

An exhaustive exegesis that will be much referred to is the exegesis of al-Tabari,
Muhammad b. Jarir [224/839-310/923] known as 7Tafsir al-Tabar: Jamic al-Bayan ‘an

Ta'wil al-Qur'an, which is collected in thirty volumes. It contains both the ¥/m of al-
Riwayah and al-Dirdyah (the Sciences of Transmission and Cognizance) and as such it

remains a much-used work of reference. Al-Tabari illustrates each verse in full detail and
usually without repetition. At the end of his discussion he often makes a sound and
reasonable judgment. Al-Qurtubi not only depended on this exegesis in order to complete
his own, but he also generally followed the same style. It should be noted, however, that

each exegesis used in this study has a distinctive character due to the influence of time

8 See The Holy Quran ETMG, p. iv.
9 The sunna, often used as a synonym for the hadith, is more properly the mode of life of the Prophet.

There is a slight difference between them, for a hadith may not contain any sunna or a single hadith
may contain more than one sunna. Similarly see al-Khudrawi, Qamus al-Alfaz, p. 204 and Netton, A
Popular Dictionary of Islam, p. 238. Also see Husayn, al-Aqgidah al-Askariyyah, p. 38 and al-Funaysan,
Ghazwat al-Ahzab, p. 55.

10 They were collected and written by the order of the Caliph ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz [61/681-101-720].
1 rendd means the chain of authorities given at the beginning of a hadith. See Netton, A Popular
Dictionary of Islam, p. 128.

2 They are Sahih al-Bukhan [194/810-256/870], Sahih Muslim [206/822-261/875], Sunan Abu
Da’id [202/818-275/889]), Sunan al-Tirmidhi [209/824-279/892], Sunan al-Nasal [215/831-
303/916], and Sunan Ibn Mijah [207/822-275/255]. See al-Suyiiti [849/1446-911/1505), Tadrib al-

Rawi, v.1, pp. 100-103 and al-Khudrawi, Qamds al-Alfaz, p. 234.
13 1t should be noted that the text of a hadith is sometimes differently narrated in the different Books

of the hadith. These differences will not be considered due to the limitation of space. However, any

book used as a reference will be acknowledged. In addition, it should be noted that this study will use
mostly the translation of the Sahih al-Bukhari by Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan, The Transiation of

the Meanings of Sahih al-Bukhari, Dar al-Salam, al-Riyadh, 1997, v.9.
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and place. For example, al-Qurtubi excludes the fabricated and weak hadiths mentioned
in al-Tabari.

One of the most interesting historical works used in this study is also by al-Tabari. This
book, Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Mulik, contains a great deal of military information, much of
it covering the period of the study. It is considered one of the most extensive of the extant
early works of Islamic scholarship, and the richest and one of the fnost detailed sources
for the beginning of Islamic history. In this particular respect the Tarikh al-Tabariis more
valuable than any other historical work, and has proved especially useful to the study in
its discussions of leadership, tactics and strategy, and the strengths and weaknesses of the
adversary. On the negative side, the information is not well organised and needs to be
teased out of the historical and narrative material. This work consists of ten volumes. It is
organised chronologically, beginning with the creation of Adam and continuing up until
the time of the author. Al-Tabari’s information is generally trustworthy, and he places
particular emphasis on the isnad ot his sources. His book contains much unique matter
that cannot be obtained from any other source, especially with respect to the battle of al-
Qadisiyyah. His chief source of information was Sayf b. ‘Umar al-Tamimi, although the
narrations of Shucayb b. Ibrahim and Yacqiib b. Ibrahim, al-Wagqidi, “Awanah b. al-Hakam,
and al-Mada’ini were particularly valuable when it came to dealing with the regions of
Syria and al-Hijaz.'*

Another important book is the a/-Sirah, compiled by Ibn Hisham [d. ¢. 213/833] in six
volumes. It is customarily designated as the leading narration of the biography of the
Prophet, and has become the cornerstone for all later studies of his life. It should be
noted, however, that Ibn Hisham is said to have relied on the work of Ibn Ishaq in
composing his narration, while omitting poems included by Ibn Ishaq but not found in any
other source. Ibn Hisham’s a/-Sirah narrates the events of the life of the Prophet, but first
deals with the life of the Arabs before Islam. His history continues with an account of the
life of the Muslims in Mecca during the first decade of Islam before the Hijrah. He then
relates in detail the life of the Prophet, including in his discussion some of the military
activities of the Companions nominated by the Prophet. He ends his work with the
election of Abii Bakr as the first Caliph.

Another important and wide-ranging work of Islamic history is that of al-Baladhuri [d. c.
279/892] entitled Futih al-Buldan. It deals with the Islamic conquests, futuh, of the early

** This study will use Netton, A Popular Dictionary of Islam, and al-Tabari, 7arikh al-Tabari: the
English Version, as the main sources for transliteration.
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Islamic period, beginning with the emigration, Hjjrah, of the Prophet Muhammad from
Mecca to Medina and continuing up to the third/ninth century. Its broad scope
encompasses a great deal of information about the Islamic art of war and the Muslims’
military activities. Even though al-Baladhuri does not discuss the battles of Badr, Uhud,
and al-Khandaq from the tactical viewpoint, his Futih al-Buldin contains much valuable
information of a military nature, especially with regard to al-Qé&isiyyah. [t discusses
military tactics, equipment, and leadership, relying in this respect on the narrations of al-
Waqidi and al-Haytham b. ‘Adi al-Ta’1."”

Al-Waqidi [130/748-207/823] wrote another book besides his famous a/-Maghazi, which
he called Ffutih al-Sham. Compiled in two volumes, it covers the period from the end of
the Riddah wars to the middle of the first Islamic century. As the title indicates, al-
Yarmiik is the only battle to receive detailed attention. None of the factors to interest of

this study are discussed separately, but they are mentioned indirectly.

[.3: Medieval Sources

Islamic literature has been developed over many centuries. This applies to works on

military subjects as much as to those on any other topic, and many Muslim books or parts
of books have been devoted to the arts of war. Jihad has perhaps been the main subject of
Islamic military literature, being examined from the perspective of jurisprudence in the
first centuries of Islam."

Al-Qurtubi completed a huge work (in twenty volumes) of exegesis of the Qur'an, which is
known as 7afsir al-Qurtubi: al-Jam* Ii Ahkam al-Qur'an. Aba ‘Abdullah Muhammad b.
Ahmad al-Qurtubi [d. 761/1273] was influenced by Ibn ‘Atiyyah, Abi Ja‘far al-Nahas, al-
Mawardi, al-Tabari, and Abt Bakr b. al-‘Arabi. Other eminent scholars learnt from him,
including Abii Hiyyan al-Andalusi, Ibn Kathir, and al-Shawkani. Al-Qurtub?s exegesis
provides much valuable information in many areas of Qur'anic studies. It also furnishes
documentation concerning the chain of isnad for each hadith. Al-Qurtubi explains the five
pillars of Islam and illustrates the various Islamic principles as the need arises. It must be
admitted, however, that in spite of his care in discovering and exposing forged hadith his
exegesis is not free of them."” In addition, as one of the main exegetical works, it deals
with the analysis of the construction of words and sentences, since it is known that the

Qur'an is of supreme importance not only legislatively but also lexically. It is therefore

"> See Diiri, The Rise of Historical Writing, p. 53.
'* Awsi, Tafrij al-Kurib, p. 4.
'” See al-Qurtubti, Tafsir al-Qurtubiv.1,p. 9.
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necessary to have sufficient knowledge of the etymology of the words of the Qur'an since
this study sometimes needs to make judgements based on linguistic evidence.

Abu al-Fida’ Ismaql Ibn Kathir [701/1302-774/1373] compiled another valuable
exegesis, entitled Tafsir Ibn Kathir: Tafsir al-Quran al-Azim. He learnt from many
scholars, among whom were Ibn ‘Asakir, Ibn Taymiyyah, and Ibn al-Zaki. He was
recognised as the most knowledgeable scholar of his time, expert in exegesis, hadith, and
history. His exegesis deals with most of the Qur'anic sciences. He discusses the reasons for
revelations, the pillars of faith, and many other subjects. In the first volume he discusses
and comments upon the meaning of the verses. In the later volumes the commentaries are
omitted in order to avoid repetition, but reference is made to those in the first volume. He
does not draw on al-Qurtubi’s work since al-Qurtubi was raised and mainly studied in al-
Andalus (Spain) and the northernmost part of Africa. Ibn Kathir also differs from al-
Qurtubi in that he extensively discusses almost every point in his first and second chapters
before reaching a decision, unlike al-Qurtubi, who briefly considers some strongly related

points and then states his judgement.

Ibn Kathir also compiled an enormous historical work entitled al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah.
The unique significance of this book is that it considers in detail not only the events of the
past but also those which are to come. He uses a chronological method, starting from the
moment of creation and continuing to his own lifetime. He also writes about the Day of
Judgment and what might happen in the life atter death. More pertinently, he proves a
great deal of military information regarding the battles under discussion. He is indebted to

his eminent predecessors, notably Ibn Ishaq, Ibn Hisham, and al-Wagqidi. His work will be

relied on mainly for the events of the battle of al-Yarmiik.

Ibn Taymiyyah Abi ‘Abdullah Ahmad [661/1263-728/1328], who is considered to be

one of the greatest Muslim scholars of his time, wrote several books that are used in
various ways in this study. He earned the cognomen Shaykh al-Islam due to the huge
store of his Islamic knowledge. His works deal with Islamic warfare, though indirectly,
and always from a figh point of view. However there is a good deal of military information

to be discovered between the lines in his discussions. His works include Majmu* al-Fatawa,
al-Sarim al-Maslul, al-Jawab al-Sahih, and Minhaj al-Sunnah.

Ibn al-Qayyim, Abi °<Abdullah Muhammad [691/1292-751/1350] was a brilliant
student of Ibn Taymiyyah. He composed many books on Islamic matters, and in one of

them, a/-Furisiyyah, he discusses in detail means of riding, weapons, and military courage.

Again his viewpoint is mainly that of jurisprudence, and it should be noted that he was
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writing during a period of peace. He particularly discusses and compares types of
horsemanship and weapons. He illustrates each weapon in detail and makes a final
judgement. A few of his other books containing discussions of some aspects of wartare are
zad al-Ma‘ad, Bada”™ al-Fawa'd, and Hidayat al-Hayara.

The celebrated Mugaddimat Ibn Khaldin'® contains a section devoted to a discussion of
warfare and the different methods of fighting of different nations. Here Ibn Khaldun, <Abd
al-Rahman [732/1332-808/1406] investigates the causes of war and the methods of
mobilisation.”” However, these discussions form only a small part of this richly varied
work by a great philosopher of history.

Al-Halabi, <Ali b. Burhan al-Din [975/1568-1044/1635] is the other important writer of

‘the Sira of the Prophet. He relies on two works: al-Sirah al-Shamiyyah and ‘Uyun al-
Athar, and follows in the footsteps of Ibn Hisham in his narration, but with greater depth
of detail and more discussion of difterent views. However, he adopts a judgmental style in
concluding most of his discussions of each point. His outlook and style could be said to be
almost modern, and because of this his work has been particularly useful to the study,
especially as his comprehensive account of the first three battles is generally more
valuable than that of Ibn Hisham.

In addition, most of the early Islamic writers on military conflict did not mention their

sources and depended mainly on their own experience.

[.4: Modern and Contemporary Sources

The modern sources consulted by the study are more specialised than their medieval
forerunners, which are known to be general and comprehensive. They usually rely on the
traditional sources but are better organised, particularly al-Zuhayli. In addition some of
them limit themselves to either discussing one factor or investigating one battle.

Al-Zuhayli, Wahbah Mustafa composed a modern work of Qur'anic exegesis, a/-Tafsir al-
Munir. His thirty-two volume work covers most aspects of what is now known as Ulam
al-Quran (the Qur'anic Sciences) such as asbab al-nuzal (reasons of revelation), al-agida
(Islamic doctrine), al-shari‘a (Islamic legislation), figh (jurisprudence), lexicography and
semantics. It is useful since it goes straight to the point but without omitting to discuss

briefly other points of view. It is also valuable due to its well-designed appearance and

'* It should be noted that the full title of this book is Kitab al-{bar wa Diwan al-Mubbtada’ wa al-
Khabar fi Ayam al-Arab wa al-Ajam wa al-Barbar wa min ‘Asarahum min Dhawi al-Sultan al-Akbar.

See Ibn Khaldin, Mugaddimat Ibn Khaldin, p. 7.
' Ibn Khaldiin, Mugaddimat Ibn Khaldin, pp. 271-279.
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clear organisation and the great amount of information it contains. Thus sometimes it is
used to confirm a particular point.

Ahmad Husayn, a/-Aqgidah al-Askariyyah al-Islamiyyah, is a relatively concentrated work
concerning Islamic military doctrine and its aspects, for instance its importance and
sources. In addition Husayn also briefly compares the Islamic military doctrine with its
Western equivalent. |

Another writer on military doctrine was Ahmad Basbiis, whose book on the role of Islamic
doctrine in warfare, al-Agidah al-Qitaliyyah fi al-Islam, concentrates on the concept of
‘doctrinal fighting’ in Islam and the way it is instilled in the troops. He also draws

comparison with other schools of doctrinal fighting, and compares the principles of Islam

with those of international law.

Muhammad al-Rashid’s large volume, al-Qiyadah al-Askariyah fi ‘Ahd al-Rasul, is the one
of the first purely military works to be considered by this study. It discusses some general
aspects of leadership, and the leadership of the Prophet in detail. This work illustrates the
role of the Prophet’s leadership in some of his more important battles, among them the

three covered by this study: Badr, Uhud, and al-Khandaq. The book also deals brietly with

intelligence and doctrine.

Afzalur Rahman composed an extensive work entitled Muhammad as a Military Leader.
Writing in English, he concentrates on the leadership of the Prophet, examining the
different aspects of military activities from this specific point of view.

“ Another specialist work is ‘Abdullah Manasarah’s Al-Istikhbarat al-Askariyyah fi al-Islam,
in which the author is concerned with jurisprudence rather than history, specifically in

section two. In the third section, counter-intelligence is also examined systematically and

methods of collecting intelligence data are discussed.

‘Arif ‘Abd al-Ghanit’s Nuzm al-Istikhbarat ind al-Arab wa al-Muslimin covers an extensive
period: from the beginning of Islam, through the age of the first four Caliphs, up until the
middle of the fifth century [c. 550/1155]. Spying operations are also judged from a figh

point of view. Unlike Manasarah, he discusses the system and means of intelligence data
transference and the organisation of what was called the Shurat (Police) of that time. On
the other hand, like Manasarah, he covers a long period of time in a limited number of
pages, and this does not allow him to devote much detail to the points he raises for
discussion, which it must be admitted is a defect of both authors.

Ali Naseef’s interesting doctoral thesis, entitled Military Organization in Early Islam, is

concerned with the first forty years of Islam [1/622-40/661]. The study is a general

discussion of early Islamic military atfairs, drawing on the main Islamic historical sources

10
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such as al-Tabarl, al-Baladhuri, al-Waqidi, and Ibn Hisham. Naseef also makes use of
some Western works as secondary sources. His discussions are brief but cover a wide
range of issues, including administration, tactics, equipment, means of riding and
transportation, and the army’s financial affairs, all of which are well described, although
their specific roles in the battles of the period are not investigated thoroughly. Thus the
study could be considered as a basis for further research. .

Among the Western works consulted for use in this study are two comprehensive volumes
edited by John Kelsay and James Johnson and entitled Just War and Jihad and Cross,
Crescent, and Sword. They comprise a number of articles written by several authors.
Adopting a generally juridical approach, they mostly deal with their subjects from a
secular viewpoint, employing historical and philosophical analysis to discuss and indicate
the links between the Islamic conceptions (both Sunni and Shi‘a) of the just (or
justitiable) war and their Western equivalents. In other words, they are generally
concerned with comparing and contrasting the Islamic and Christian traditions and
discourses with regard to the notion of justified warfare and trace their historical
development. The historical and theoretical essays explore a wide range of information,
dealing with the subject analytically and comparatively. They follow the deviation of the
religious and secular concepts of war and peace over a long period, from the earliest
Christian formulations to the arguments of the present day. Despite their many virtues,
however, as they are written from a secular perspective and include many matters
unrelated to this study their usefulness is limited, and some contain opinions which
contradict Muslim belief. To cite only one example, Donner argues that the Qur'an is

“ambivalent” in its attitude to violence, drawing attention to the apparent inconsistencies

to be found on comparing certain verses.”’ These seeming contradictions will be clarified

and resolved in the eighth chapter of the study.

Nevertheless, Donner’s summary of the background of the juridical tradition may serve to

indicate the study’s scope:

“The attitudes of the first generations of Muslims toward questions of war and peace were

shaped by several factors. Paramount among them were (a) the cultural norms of the pre-
[slamic societies to which they had belonged, (b) the attitudes toward war contained,

implicitly or explicitly, in the Qur'an, and (c) the dramatic events of their own lifetimes.

% Donner, “The Sources of Islamic Conceptions of War”, in Kelsay and Johnson, Just War and Jihad, p.
47.
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All of these factors contributed to the formation of the “classical” Islamic conception of

war, that is, the juridical notion, as well as to popular attitudes.”*!

As we will see, the cultural norms of the pre-Islamic Arab society were of great importance
in providing the structure within which Islam was revealed. So without a knowledge of
the cultural norms that preexisted Islam it is impossible to understand the transformation
that took place through Islam. Thus Donner’s first point applies to the Muslims’
adversaries in the first three battles and to the background to the study’s argument. His
second point indicates the main focus of the thesis: “the attitudes toward war contained,
implicitly or explicitly, in the Qur'an”, since the Qur'an is used as its main source and
substantive basis. Donner’s third point can be said to concern the events referred to in the
study, not only the drama of the battles themselves, but also the transformative power of
revealed religion, which first made the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) speak out against
what he saw as the degenerate and corrupt society of Mecca and so eventually drove his
fellow-citizens to react against his message, to persecute his followers and later to attempt
to destroy the faith in its newly established base in Medina. These ‘dramatic events’ were
commented on in the Qur'an, whose revelation was a continuing phenomenon in the lives
of the Prophet’s Companions, helpers and followers.

What this suggests is that for the leader and the ordinary soldier alike, the concept of the
just war from the Islamic point of view was of the greatest importance, and so the study
has taken the Qur'an as its main source chiefly because of the unimpeachable nature of its
judgements and pronouncements for Muslims. The study is therefore not concerned to
describe the external practices of warfare, which can be done from a secular perspective,
but rather to explore its moral basis, which, we will argue, is inseparable from religious
doctrine for the committed Muslim. An important aspect of the study’s discussion is the
attempt to discover why the Muslims acted as they did, why their behaviour conformed to
strict limits, and why they did not return to the barbarous practices of their warrior kin
(such as the intimidating custom of dismemberment) after the Prophet’s death.

Thus the study cannot be categorised as being concerned with juridical matters only, since
it is a synthetic study which ranges across a number of aspects. It is unified by its focus on
the Qur'anic text and hadith and by its scope, which is limited to these five important
battles. It also deals with one particular dimension of the vast subject of Islam, which is

all-embracing and none of whose aspects can be isolated from the others. So its subject is

not only jurisprudence, or military history, or the psychology of the early Muslims, or a

el ei—

21 Donner, “The Sources of Islamic Conceptions of War”, p. 33.
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historical analysis of the change from pre-Islamic Arab tribal culture to Islam, but it is an
attempt to elucidate a relatively brief period of history by examining it through the lens of
military affairs and in the light of Islam. Its intention is, through a concentration on
military aftairs, to illuminate the whole process of transformation of a group of relatively
ordinary Arabs into Muslim warriors capable of toppling empires. Further, although it
uses a theological approach this does not mean that it is a theologfcal study where, for
example, doctrine is examined and judged; it is rather an examination of a phenomenon of
history using a theological framework and evaluating the matters under study accordingly.
Therefore in one sense the study is a work of military history, but only in the sense that it
seeks to explain ‘the cause of the people’ and how they managed to defeat two empires
and begin to spread their faith so rapidly. So it can be argued that this is an exploratory
study, which moves beyond the boundaries of military history proper in the attempt to

discover the most likely reasons for the extraordinary military achievements of the early

Muslims.

The study is divided into nine chapters: an introduction, seven main chapters and a
conclusion. It will be noticed that some of the chapters have certain distinctive
characteristics due to the nature of the topic under discussion. The first chapter contains a
general introduction which reviews the method and plan followed in the study. It also
discusses the primary and secondary sources of the study and of the Arabic literature of
war, and closes with an outline of the organisation of the study.

The second chapter presents a briet background account of the region prior to Islam. It
discusses the general atmosphere of the region of al-Hijaz. It also illustrates some of the
main features of the neighbouring powers in the north and south of the Arabian
Peninsula and of the two great empires of that time. Hence it is closely connected to the
matter of the seventh chapter. It is a ‘bridge’ chapter, describing the environment of the
peninsula both before and after Islam.

The third chapter narrates, in chronological order, the events of the battles under
discussion: Badr, Uhud, al-Khandagq, al-Yarmik, and al-Qadisiyyah. It is thus an essential
preface to the discussion and analysis contained in the succeeding chapters, and is
intended to be used as a reference by those following the argument presented in the
fourth, fifth, sixth, and eighth chapters in particular.

The fourth chapter investigates the factor of the Islamic military doctrine, its role in the
performance of the Muslim army, and its function and implementation in the five battles
in question. Islamic military doctrine, as the first major factor, can be considered the most

important influence on the Muslim soldier, as it is not imposed from without, nor is it a
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matter of mere external obedience or of intellectual conviction. It is a matter of faith, of

internal certainty, which, it can be argued, has been essential to the successful conduct of

military activities throughout history.** The chapter attempts to distinguish between
doctrine, Islamic doctrine, and Islamic military doctrine. It also discusses the sources of the
Islamic military doctrine (its validity) in the shari‘, its significance, virtue, principles, and
warfare management guidelines. Within the discussion of each point a proof of its
application and degree of involvement will be provided.

Lastly, the insufticient effect of this factor on its own will be briefly discussed.

The fifth chapter deals with the factor of Islamic military leadership, its role in the
performance of the Muslim troops, and how it was exercised in the five battles. Extensive
use will be made of the references to leadership found in the Qur'an and hadith. Its
concept and principles, according to the Islamic view, will also be discussed. The chapter
is divided into two main parts: theoretical and practical. The theoretical part will cover
several issues of Islamic military leadership based on the shari‘a as to definition, validity,

necessity, unity of command, and types and qualities of leaders. From a practical point of

view, the reader will be provided with the method of ainplying the theoretical concepts to
each battle, first separately and then as a related group.

The sixth chapter investigates the factor of Islamic military intelligence in the same way
as the previous chapters discussed their topics. It is also divided into two separate parts,
theoretical and practical. The theoretical part furnishes the reader with a definition of
Islamic military intelligence, as well as its validity in the shari‘a. It also discusses the
various types of intelligence; the role of manpower; leadership and its degree of response;
the importance and value of intelligence to soldiers; the role of divine information, and
the element of al-tawriyah ‘dissimulation’ from the point of view of the sharia. On the
practical side we show how these theoretical considerations were implemented in the
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