Abstract
It is often assumed that medieval laypeople did not understand or follow the Latin church services they routinely attended. This thesis re-examines the role of the laity in medieval devotions and argues that careful attention to manuscripts reveals multi-layered levels of understanding and approaches to doctrine and the liturgy across lay and religious communities. It investigates the inter-relationship of literary text and its placement within the material manuscript, closely considering the ways in which word and image inform and illuminate each other. It focuses on elements of the mise-en-page of medieval manuscripts infrequently examined in detail, and it embraces the trilingual nature of devotion in medieval England, moving across English, Latin, and French. It examines in close detail the relations between Latin text, glosses, illustrations, decorative framing, and vernacular supplements on the pages of selected religious anthologies and private devotional books for lay and clerical use.				Sometimes these devotions take the form of Passion prayers adapted from the liturgy, such as the understudied vernacular translations of the early fourteenth-century hymn to the cross, Patris Sapiencia, and Anglo-Norman and English Mass Prayers. This thesis demonstrates that the placement of these prayers in medieval books reveals that they were intended actively to be read by the laity as they followed the vernacular alongside the Latin of medieval services. Other devotions take the form of lyric verse for private use.  Placing these devotions in their proper contexts in laypeople’s medieval books reveals their theological depth, especially regarding lay understanding of and response to the doctrine of the atonement.                                                                                 
After an introduction to various forms of lay participation, the thesis first studies two devotional books in their local context. It then gathers together and studies the manuscript corpora of various genres of prayers on the Passion, before moving towards the conclusion that there is a great deal more evidence for active lay engagement in the mass than previously thought. Appendices include transcriptions of vernacular versions of the Hours of the Cross and lyrical Passion prayers in English and Anglo-Norman, as well as the order of service for a reconstructed mass from medieval manuscripts by the author, and performed at the Church of All Saints North Street, York, in 2009 and 2010.














Swylke prayere þan þou take,                                                                                                   As the likes best forto make.                                                                                                  Many men prayes sere,                                                                                                 Ilke man prayes on his manere.                                                                                                                            	(The Lay Folks Mass Book, 38, lines 227-30)                                                                                                                                                                                  
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