
































































































































































































































































































































































community with most households growing crops such as cocoa and other food crops. 

When the government liberalized laws on mining, allowing foreign direct investment, 

Mpatuam and surrounding villages were directly impacted by the activities of mining 

companies which had concessions in their locality. Child workers in the markets were 

from a wider variety of ethnic backgrounds in Ghana. A significant number of them were 

from Northern Ghana particularly the Kokomba and Dagomba ethnic groups, which 

follows a pattern of migration often attributed to deliberate colonial policy to keep 

northern Ghana underdeveloped, to provide a pool of migrant labour supply to the export 

oriented sector of southern Ghana (Sutton 1989, 638). The Child Labour Survey reports 

that 62.8% of street children worked as porters (kayayee), truck pushers and errand 

boys/girls, which are roles commonly played in the markets mainly by street children 

(OSS 2003 p.118). Others were from Koforidua in the Eastern region and the Akwapim 

area of the Eastern region. Among child prostitutes interviewed in Accra also the 

majority of them were migrants from the Eastern, Brong Ahafo, Central and Ashanti 

regions. Very few were born and raised in Accra. Generally, while about 50% of the child 

workers in the market hailed from Ashanti and Eastern regions, about 45% came from the 

Northern regions of Ghana. It is notable that most of the child workers interviewed were 

in the Kumasi area of the Ashanti region. Kumasi is an urban area with a large migrant 

popUlation and a stop for many migrant propulations from the north of Ghana, but 

Ashantis are the dominant ethnic group (Collier and Gag 1999 p.140). The presence of 

Ashantis as the dominant ethnic group was particularly evident in Mapatuam, which 

happens to be a rural area with very few migrants. It is important to note that even though 

the major ethnic groups are dominant in their regions, such as the Ewe in Volta region, 

partly because of labour migration there are a growing number of dominant migrant 

groups, and this is evident even among child labourers. The regional distribution of street 

children, for example, indicates about 76.2% of them live in the Greater Accra and 

Ashanti regions with the two main urban centres of Accra and Kumasi, and among whom 

Akans make up 32.2% while the Mole-Dagbani of Northern Ghana make-up 40.2% (GSS 

2003 p.99). 
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In Mpatuam (Ashanti), there was overwhelming evidence of mother's presence in the 

mines and their influence on children was visible without a similar corresponding 

presence of fathers. Ashantis and other Akans practice a matrilineal form of inheritance 

which is through the female (mother's line). Children younger than 10 years were usually 

with their mothers, and helping in whatever capacity and assisting in whatever way 

possible to complete tasks. Older children were more directly involved in performing 

tasks on their own, and without direct supervision from adults. Maame Ama was a 36 

year old woman who worked in the mining area with 2 daughters. Her younger daughter 

was only 5 years old but her older daughter was 13 years of age. It was the responsibility 

of the older daughter to assist her while she was working by looking after her younger 

sister. Maame Ama asked, "but if she doesn't help by looking after her own little sister, 

who will do that for us? That's the only way I can earn a living to support us." As the 

bread winner, her job included carrying loads of sand in large pans to the river or stream 

for washing. Clark (1999 p.719) writes that Asante women link work to motherhood in 

unselfish maternal devotion. She argues that, Asante regard motherhood as an obligation 

to feed their children, requiring them to work hard (ibid). It appears that fathers among 

the Asante (matrilineal) although important, easily lose their prominence due to what 

Clark (p.721) has described as the stereotypical economic and emotional merging 

between mother and child. She argues that as a result, fathers, brothers and siblings may 

not show the same degree of concern. 

5.1.2 Educational background and Occupation of parents 

Of all the 12 child prostitutes interviewed the occupations of their parents are illustrated 

in table 5. Of all the child prostitutes there was one case in which the father was 

employed in a formal organization. All other parents or guardians were in the small scale 

informal sector. An interesting category of employment that was noted is prostitution. 

There was no parent involved in prostitution but there were three guardians who were 

prostitutes. It was realized that most of the child labourers were in contact with their 

mothers or at least knew their whereabouts but the same cannot be said of fathers. In 

situations where both parents and a guardian are mentioned, some children explained that 
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they were forced to live with a guardian with the knowledge of the parents for various 

reasons such as poverty, work or just convenience. 

Table 5.1 Occupations of parents of Child Prostitutes 

Mother Father Guardian 

1. Food seller Soldier Prostitute 

2. Petty trader n/a 

3. Unemployed Doesn't know father n/a 

4. Farmer I don't know n/a 

5. Unemployed Prostitute 

6. Never seen my mother Don't know my father n/a 

7. Seamstress Unemployed driver n/a 

8. Sales assistant Transport owner n/a 

9. Cloth seller Shop assistant Prostitute 

10. Com seller Temporarily unemployed n/a 

but usually sews sacks in 

the market. 

11. Used clothes seller Truck driver n/a 

12. I don't know, she lives I don't know n/a 

in Abidjan 
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5.2 Why Children Work 

Child workers were interviewed in the city of Kumasi, the little village of Mpatuam, both 

in Ashanti and in the city Accra. These children worked in the open markets selling 

goods, in the mines illegally digging for gold and as prostitutes on the streets of Accra. In 

each case twenty children were meant to be interviewed. However, 22 were interviewed 

in the market and only 12 child prostitutes were interviewed. The interviews sought to 

explore three main issues; why children continue to work when the law clearly is against 

it, how work affects the child's health and development and what they know about the 

law? 

5.2.1 Working in the Market 

As indicated 22 children were interviewed in the market made up of 9 boys and 13 girls. 

Nearly 75% of these children were in the 12 - 13 age bracket. There was however a 

relatively significant number of child workers under the age of 12 in the market. 

There was one 15 year old boy who had had no formal education. He was the only child 

without any education. 9 children out of the 22 quit school at various stages with only 1 

completing basic education. 12 children out of the 22 child workers in the market were 

still attending school. 10 children mainly from northern Ghana, particularly worked as 

carriers for shoppers and 12 child workers who were mainly Ashantis or other Akans 

from the Eastern region peddled wares either for their families or for a relative/employer. 

Devas and Korboe (2000 p.127) point out that school enrolment figures among poor 

migrant communities in Kumasi are very low and notably migrant child labourers 

interviewed who were not in school. The Ghana 2000 census report estimates that there 

are about 14,000 Kokomba's and 45,000 Dagombas in Ashanti region. They had a 

significant presence as carriers (kayayo) of goods in the markets. It was noted during the 

interview that a majority of child labourers of Ashanti or Akan ethnic backgrounds who 

were below 12 years worked for their families. They mainly sold items like cold water 
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and polythene bags and in some cases they were in the markets together with their 

mothers. Kweku, a child labourer from Ashanti region stated, for example, "anytime I 

asked my mother for clothes or anything I needed she would say, if I helped her by 

selling cold water in the market, she would save up some of the money for me and buy 

me clothes or whatever I needed when enough money had been accumulated." Children 

within the 13 to 15 age bracket worked relatively independent of adult supervision. Some 

of them obtained the goods they were selling directly from shops, and sold the items both 

to look after themselves and to help their families. The significant point here is they 

managed their own money whilst the younger children mostly depended on their parents, 

particularly their mothers, to keep and use their money for them. 

Child workers from Kokomba and Dagomba ethnic backgrounds were often clustered 

around shop owners where they were likely to get work as carriers of goods that were 

purchased from these shops. The clustering around shops in groups by migrant child 

workers arguably served as substitutes for kin relationships, and made it easier for them 

to be identified for work. These groups, friendships and relationships formed by migrant 

child labourers provided a sense of security and source of information to help especially 

new arrivals to cope with the unexpected. It was also not the stereotypical social relations 

of self-conscious individualism, mostly predominant in Western societies (Meier 2005 

p.57). 

The living arrangements of migrant child labourers in the markets were slightly unique 

because many of them were street children. Whilst the child labourers of Ashanti origin 

often had homes to return to, migrant street children in the market were often forced to 

live in the streets and obscure comers of the city often in groups. Others lived with 

friends or strangers who offered some form of accommodation on condition that they 

would pay rent. Most of them explained that they clustered around because it was easier 

to get information about living arrangements from a group when you arrived in Kumasi 

as a migrant. Sala, one of the Dagomba girls said, 

Sala "My friend Amina told me she was going to Kumasi with a lady who had 



promised to help her and she suggested I could come with her if I wanted to 

because the lady would be happy to help the two of us. She also said that we 

would be able to work and have a different life with many nice things and also 

send some money home to our families. I didn't want to go because I was not 

sure but when I mentioned it to my parents my father and mother encouraged me 

to go. They said it was a good idea because I would be able to help them look 

after all my brothers" 

Sala explained that she and Amina lived in a kiosk owned by the lady who brought them 

down to Kumasi in the Adum area and this reflected the case of most of the migrant 

children. None of them were living with their parents but 2 of them said they had family 

near by although they had to find their own shelter at night. All agreed belonging to a 

group was crucial for survival and security although the girls complained that sometimes 

they had to be careful because it seemed sometimes the gossip was too much. Amina and 

her friend Sala spent a great deal of time together. They often contributed money towards 

their evening meals after work. According to Sala whenever one of them had no money 

the other would cover the cost of their dinner. This was rare as all the other girls were 

fairly independent. Most of the support they offered each other was in providing 

information about shelter, work and cultural support especially where they spoke the 

same language. Indigenous children did not have the same challenges although survival 

issues were important to all. They lived mainly in family homes in and around Kumasi 

In the market, one of the important questions asked was why the children worked. 

Responses to this question were varied and can be categorized into about three broad 

areas. These are, to pay for ones education, support parents/family and other personal 

reasons. Respondents explained paying for education to mean buying items needed for 

school such as books, saving money for new uniform, earning money to pay school fees. 

Respondents who indicated that they worked to support parents and family gave simple 

answers to explain their cases. Looking rather bemused and in reaction to the question, 

Amu, an indigene of Kumasi, stated, "I work because my mom doesn't have any money 

to buy food." He suggested that he had an obligation under the circumstances to be part 
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of the solution rather than part of the problem. K weku hailed from Kumasi and as already 

indicated sold cold water in the market to help his mother. He further explained that his 

mother was selling oranges in the market and he often joined her after school or during 

school holidays in the market working alongside her because he liked to help his mother. 

He said, "I am helping my mother because she doesn't have money and she asked me to 

help her. As a child you have to help your parents. It's not good for a child to be idle 

when your parents are struggling to look after you. My mother is very happy that I am 

helping her. She thinks I am a good child." Adwoa was also a 15 year old girl who 

worked in the market. She looked rather bemused about being questioned on why she 

worked and retorted, "I don't have money, and my parents are poor. What am I supposed 

to do? I can't just sit there and not do anything. If I don't work, I would not have any 

food to eat and any clothes to wear because I do not have help from anyone." Her mood 

and demeanor suggested that it was obvious that owing to her circumstances, not working 

was not an option for her. Implicit in the response from this group is the fact that the 

families that the children hailed from were poor and unable to support them. I probed 

further by asking whether parents or guardians had coerced them into taking up work. 

Ama, a 12-year-old girl who claimed that her parents were poor and didn't have money 

actually said that she decided to take up work without any suggestion or coercion from 

her parents and family. It was a decision she made for herself. Other respondents 

indicated that family members asked them to work. I even dared to ask the children 

whether parents and guardians ever said they would not be able to support them. To this 

question they often looked a bit surprised and answered, ''No.'' It seemed they did not 

need to be told by parents that they were poor. If there is poverty in a home or household, 

the need for children in a household to work would be evident because of the ominous 

nature of it and the desperate need for all hands on board to save the situation, is not 

evident. The motivation for work however, was varied and dependent on the peculiar 

situation of every household. 

While some children were told to take up work, others, particularly the younger children, 

were simply being obedient, helping their parents, without any explicit instructions from 

their parents to go out and work. Lastly, others simply decided to work because of the 
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situation at home. It was often the older children who independently decided to work. 

Interestingly, others took up work because it seemed like the thing to do and it portrayed 

the child was serious and hardworking, a reputation that seemed credible. Akwasi, a 13 

year old boy said, 

"When I was a little boy, I used to go to the market with my older brother or sister 

to help them sell. They looked after me and encouraged me to work hard because I 

will become useful and successful when I grow up. My parents never got involved 

as my older siblings took care of me during the day after I finished school. As I am 

now older, and my brother and sister have left home, I live with my mother alone 

because my father died, and I am continuing to help my mother in the best way I 

can because as my mother often says, me ne obuafo biaa, so we have to help each 

other.,,74 

There seems to be a certain sense of expectation from parents and families especially 

from deprived backgrounds which places on some children a sense of obligation which 

compels them to go out and work even when no explicit instructions have been given in 

that direction. 

The third group of responses that can be labelled personal reasons include a variety of 

responses. The question that all were asked is "why do you work?" and respondents said 

among other things, ''No reason" " ... because I am idle during school vacations", "I need 

money to take care of myself, buying the latest clothes and shoes", "To save up for my 

vocational trade." When asked whether they were coerced to work, many answered in 

the affirmative. About 50% of persons interviewed in the market indicated they were 

advised, coerced or forced to work by family members such as a brother, sister, mother, 

father or a combination of these members. 40% of child workers interviewed also 

indicated they made the decisions to work without any influence or coercion from 

anyone. However, there was usually hesitance before answering this question, which 

seemed to suggest that although as respondents indicated they were not coerced, there 

was subtle pressures that arose from the circumstances in which they lived. There was a 

74 Me ne obuafo biaa is a Twi expression meaning I have no helper 
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sense in which it appeared that although child work was often blamed on poverty, the 

need to earn some money to support such worthy courses as education and food had 

simply become a way of life for many children. It seemed therefore that the natural thing 

to do in spite of the financial situation at home was to engage in some money making 

venture, with the sense that hard work could be rewarding and perhaps one of the few 

ways out of the poverty trap. 

What did children in the market think of work? Most of the children were not articulate 

when they were asked their views about work. They seemed to be shy and hesitant when 

questions were posed; however, some of the older ones explained their position. Amina, a 

Kokomba girl aged 16, for example, argued, "Work is quite hard, but it makes you tough 

and helps you learn to survive. As children we help at home and support our parents in 

looking after the family. If I don't help my parents at home, they would say I a going to 

grow to become a lazy woman, unable to keep my home." Amina admitted that work was 

sometimes too hard, but she thought that life was like that, so they had no choice if they 

wanted to earn an income. Most of the migrant children who were interviewed agreed 

with Amina, however notably most of the indigenous (Ashanti) children working in the 

market thought that work was often too hard. Notably, most of them were still in school, 

and had to combine work and study. They generally agreed that working in the market 

after school hours was difficult; however, they also agreed that as children they had 

obligations towards their families. 

5.2.2 Working in the Mines 

Interviewees numbered 22 with the gender breakdown being, 10 female and 12 male. The 

roles played by males in the mining area is significantly different from that played by the 

girls. The older boys usually did the manual digging and excavation of the earth's several 

meters down using tools such as the pickaxe, shovel/spade and hoe. These simple tools 

do not allow deep mining, as high tech machinery would, but made possible surface 

mining, bringing in its wake massive destruction of the vegetation on the earths surface. 

Adults in the community were also involved in a focus group discussion, which brought 

to the fore notions and values that influenced children and the entire communities view 
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about many issues, including, why children work, their understanding of the laws, views 

on government policy on child labour, consequences of the work on the health and social 

development as well as suggestions on how to improve the situation. 

Mining is considered as work that is harmful to children under the ILO's Convention on 

the Worst forms of child labour. Small scale and illegal mining in Ghana is an activity 

that leaves the land desolate and fragile. It primarily leaves the land degraded, with 

'moon-like' landscapes consisting of unstable piles of waste, abandoned excavations and 

vast stretches of barren land (Aryee et al 2003 p.135). Mpatuam is a mining community 

that lives in the shadow of a big mining company with a large concession. The 

inhabitants complained that because the state had given large concessions of land to the 

large multinational mining company in their community, land that was hitherto available 

to them for farming has been lost to the company. They claimed that as inhabitants of 

Mpatuam, they felt that those who were interested in farming had been deprived of arable 

land. The community seemed relatively deprived but typified the situation of many rural 

communities in Ghana. Small-scale mining is mainly driven by poverty and practiced in 

the poorest and most remote rural areas of a country (Aryee et al 2003 p.l3I). The 

Omanjor quarry in Accra, where I also interviewed child labourers was also located near 

the relatively deprived communties of Lormnava. The Omanjor quarry is also near 

affluent areas in the capital such as Tantra Hills and Achimota and the quarry serves the 

construction needs of Accra. According to residents of Mpatuam their community was 

generally an agricultural community that had traditionally cultivated the land but also 

engaged in mining as an alternative source of employment and income. They insisted that 

the introduction of large-scale mining seems to have changed the face of the local 

economy significantly as they threaten traditional land rights of indigenous people and 

succeed in weakening the community's control over its land resources (SAPRIN 2002).75 

A few children below the age of 12 present in the mine and quarry often worked in the 

presence of a parent or guardian, and these were often mothers. I asked why they brought 

their children to work and the common answer was that there was no one to look after my 

75 SAPRIN is the Structural Adjustment Participatory Review Irutiative 
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child so I have to bring himlher here. In the absence of alternative child-care 

arrangements these children spent their time working with the adults in any capacity that 

they could afford. Children below 10 years were not sent out on their own to work. They 

usually accompanied parents who had no alternative childcare arrangements and helped 

by carrying out little tasks such as carrying smaller loads of sand to the stream. This may 

not necessarily be child labour but it demonstrates how from an early age children are 

socialized. Osei was 12 years old boy working in the quarry. He was involved in cracking 

stones for an employer. 

Osei I come here with my mother because she works in the mines. My brother also 

works here and they don't want me to be at home alone because the say that if I 

am left home alone, I will join a bad company of friends who will influence me 

badly. They think I will be a bad boy and start skipping school, so I come here 

after school and go home together with them when we all finish in the evening. 

When I come here, I help by working and earning some money that my mother 

can use to buy me the things I need and help at home too. 

Osei's mother and older brother, who both worked in the quarry, confirmed that indeed 

they didn't like him staying on his own at home when they were out working because no 

responsible adult was there to keep an eye on him. This is an issue that the focus group 

also identified. They insisted that 'obaatan', which means a mother, could not leave her 

children at home and go to work because that would be irresponsible. They were of the 

opinion that child care was part of a woman's duty. The women argued that fathers were 

not reliable enough to be entrusted with child care. 

Asked why they worked, these children reiterated what children in the market had already 

said. The emphasis was on the fact that they were poor. This was, for example, captured 

by Akwasi when he said, "there is no one to take care of me because my dad is too old to 

do hard work." Akwasi, a 15 year old boy revealed that he had lost his mother and 

therefore lived with his dad. He described his dad as an older person, but he could not be 

specific about the age. His dad was a cocoa farmer, but cocoa is a seasonal crop that 
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provides income also seasonally. This means that households that depend on cocoa 

revenue have to save up for the off-season period or would have no money to support 

themselves and their households. He explained that his father was too old to do very hard 

work, and as such didn't earn that much. When he was asked whether he attended school 

Akwasi revealed that he did not attend school. His emphasis was not on supporting a 

household but himself, even though he stayed with his dad at home. The decision to 

engage in small scale/illegal gold mining was also a personal decision for some children, 

with no direct influence from anyone. 

Dwomoh I don't have any reason for working. My father is deceased, so I live with 

my mum, but she is has no money to look after me, so I was not attending 

school. The reason being, I couldn't afford to buy my school uniform, 

books and food and pay my fees. My older brother noticed I was idle and 

truanting so he told me to stop idling and come and work here, so that I 

could earn some money to look after myself and help my mother too. Now 

I don't get into trouble because I am doing something useful with my time. 

Even though he was involved in illegal mining because his brother invited him to join in 

working in the mine instead of idling, he still claimed that it was a personal decision and 

that he did not work because he was coerced or influenced in anyway by anyone. 

My presence was initially greeted with general skepticism and suspicion, as my research 

interest seemed to have prompted amongst the participants a general notion of wrong 

doing or illegality. There seemed to be an effort particularly by adults in the community 

at impression management aimed at dissuading me from getting any impression that 

portrayed them as insensitive to the plight of the delicate child. I reinforced the idea that I 

was not there as an official but as an independent researcher looking to study the child 

labour phenomenon for academic purposes. Kofi's mother and brother both insisted that 

that Kofi did not work. 
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Mother Kofi doesn't work. We don't allow him to work, and he knows he is not 

supposed to be working here. It's against the law and the authorities in the 

quarry come around from time to time to carry out inspections of all parts 

of the quarry to make sure there are no children working here during 

school hours. If they find children working, the employer will get into 

trouble as well as the owner of the mine. 

Kofi had already admitted to working in the quarry. In fact I approached him while he 

was working, and sought permission from his employer to interview him. His family 

however argued that he was not a child labourer. By indulging in work, they insisted that 

Kofi had been disobedient to them and they were not happy about it. Two distinct 

perceptions emerge here. In the rural community of Mpatuam, a lack of knowledge of the 

law on child labour was very obvious. The workers involved in small scale and/or illegal 

mining generally alleged that the police, as well as security officers of the large mining 

companies in the area swooped in periodically to arrest any employer who was found 

mining illegally. On the other hand, the Omanjor quarry in the city was frequently visited 

by government inspectors to ascertain compliance with the law. As a result of 

government inspections, the authorities of the quarry also did frequent checks everyday 

to ensure that no children was seen working, particularly during school hours. There was 

near universal admission by parents, quarry authorities and the general community, that 

children were prohibited from working in the mines particularly during school hours. 

There was also admission, albeit rather quietly, that in spite of legislation and the need to 

keep their businesses open, children still worked in the quarry, as some employers like 

Kofi's are still able to get away with it. It wasn't clear whether the fear was based on 

experience of seeing other people lose their jobs or being arrested for their involvement 

in child labour. One thing that was clear is the fact that perhaps because of the proximity 

of the quarry to the state capital of Accra, with the whole government machinery 

available, it was easier to disseminate information, thereby raising awareness on child 

labour. It was also evident that due to the reality of the local people, child labour was still 

persistent, notwithstanding the law. 
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When some of the children in the mines were approached they rebuffed any suggestion 

that they worked. This brings an interesting dimension to the idea of child labour 

particularly in the mines. Mary was an 11 year old who looked after her younger sister. 

Mary Difficult? No, I don't really find looking after my sister a difficult thing to do. 

I don't actually work here. I am here only to help my mother because she works 

in the mine, so I spend the time with my little sister around here, looking after 

her, so that my mum can keep an eye on while she is working. 

GC. You mean, looking after your sister is not work? 

Mary. Yes, it's not work. I go to school everyday, you see, I only come here to help and 

not to work. My mum is the one who works. 

She further argued that she didn't see her role as a primary caregiver interfering with her 

education. As she indicated, she never had any homework to do, anyway. Did her role as 

a primary care giver affect her performance at school? She said she had no idea whether 

or not it did. 

Akosua, a 14 year old girl retorted when she was asked why she worked, 

Akosua I don't work; I'm looking after my little brother while my 

mother is working. During vacations, I come and spend time with my 

mother and help her look after my younger brother, so actually I don't 

work. Anytime my brother is crying, she comes over to make sure we are 

fine. 

Girls are known to perform such tasks as caring for their younger siblings, making food 

and fetching water (Boas and Huser, 2006 p.13). In the opinion of some respondents 

performing such tasks was not tantamount to work. The idea of work and the children's 

rights was articulated best by child prostitutes as illustrated below. 
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Due to the fact that officially children were not allowed to work especially during school 

hours in the quarry all parents and employers were careful not to suggest that children 

worked, in case I was from the police. Kofi's family insisted that they did not approve of 

him working. Both his elder brother and mother emphasized that Kofi had come over to 

work without their knowledge because they would not approve of him working in the 

mme. 

5.2.3 Working in Prostitution 

The search for prostitutes proved to be the most difficult and elusive part of this research. 

Although the target sample was 22 child workers, I could only successfully interview 12 

child workers. It took very long to locate child sex workers and interviews also took a 

fairly long time because of the initial task of establishing the rapport necessary for 

discussing a difficult and sensitive subject like child prostitution. 

Out of the 12 child prostitutes interviewed 9 of them were aged 15 and the other 3 were 

above 16, 17 and 18 years of age. They were all female prostitutes. 

None of the girls, including those who were 15 years were still in school. Although the 

age for completion of basic education in Ghana is 15116 years, many of the girls indicated 

that they quit school rather prematurely. Three main reasons emerge to explain why child 

prostitutes work in this their fields, including, lack of parental control and truancy, no 

financial support from parents/guardians and loss of parents (death) and lastly family 

breakdown. Others said they never had any formal education. 

Sandra (15-year-old girl) "I quit primary school because my guardian was not taking 

good care of me. She did not care much about whether I 

ate, clothed and neither did she provide the love and 

affection I needed to feel secure. 
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Narrating her story Sandra said "1 was staying with a family, but often the father and 

mother beat me up anytime 1 did something wrong. They made me work all day while 

their children were in school. One day 1 run away from home to go and stay with my 

friends in town. I told my sister where 1 was and she came over to give me some money 

and food." 

GC. What about your parents, where are they? 

Sandra. 1 don't really know much about my dad because 1 only met him a few 

times. He was not around a lot but 1 know he now lives in Nkawkaw. 

When 1 was younger, 1 was given to a family next door, but they never 

looked after me, and treated me badly one day so 1 run away and moved in 

with some friends. People say that my mother lives in Abidjan. They say 

she is pregnant for another man. My auntie (mother's sister) lives in Accra 

so when she heard about our plight, she asked us to move to Accra where 

we had free accommodation initially. She was doing her best but she 

didn't have enough money to look after us and her 4 children. 1 had to go 

out and look for money so my friends told me about this job and 1 joined 

them. 

Martha seemed to have had the highest level of education among the other girls who were 

interviewed. She claimed she started her senior secondary education at the Winneba 

Secondary School but quit after her first year. Her reason for indulging in work especially 

of this nature was that she was influenced by a senior student in her dormitory. She 

explained 

Martha A semor student promised to look after me and protect me from the 

bullies. As my protector and mentor 1 learnt many things from her, 

including prostitution. Because she was a senior student, and she looked 

after me, she was like a "school mother" to me. She managed to convince 

the school authorities that her mother was ill so they allowed me to 
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accompany her home to spend weekends helping her to look after her 

mother. Once we left the boarding school and went to her house, she 

introduced me to men and encouraged me to have sexual intercourse with 

them. This became a regular practice and eventually I got lured unto the 

streets of Accra soliciting for sex as I began to enjoy it. It was hard for me 

to concentrate in school so much that I decided to give up school 

completely. My "school mother" who later died advised me to give up 

prostitution and go back to school, but I have found it difficult to go back. 

Sabina, a 16 year old prostitutes said "my parents marriage broke down and there was no 

help from anyone so the law should allow children to work because it would enable us to 

find work so that we can look after ourselves otherwise people will take advantage of us." 

GC. 

Sabina. 

Why did you leave home? 

I left home because my parents were never there, and when they were 

around they were always quarrelling and fighting. Each time there was a 

fight my mother moved out. My dad was never home either and I had a 

younger brother and sister to look after so I had to go out and work. The 

state must help children who are in need so that they will be able to attend 

school. 

Her case was uncommon. It portrayed the fact that possibly a considerable number of 

children whose parents have not refused to take care of children nor are they incapable of 

looking after them. However some children due to truancy or sheer adventurism find 

themselves in harmful child labour. This however does not exonerate the parents as they 

still have a responsibility towards their children. In this case there was no indication that 

the girl's parents had made any attempt to stop her. Meanwhile she seemed to be 

enjoying her freedom from parental control. 
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5.3 The Livelihoods of Child Labourers 

5.3.1 Household/Family Living arrangements 

A unique feature of the living arrangements of the children interviewed was that although 

similar they did not neatly fit into a universal model. With the exception of 11 children 

all the other children interviewed lived in households in which residence, consumption 

and production groups were not always the same (Hanson 2004 p.29). Compound houses 

dominated the area with several members of the household not from the same family. 

Hanson (2004) argues that a house could have aside from core members, forstered 

children of relatives, in-laws (both paternal and maternal), fictive kin and friends. He 

therefore questions the use of the term household within the African setting because he 

argues that the western conceptualization of the household dwells on location, residence, 

fixity in a modem capitalist world which privileges individual property ownership. "The 

Akans do not reside in households as defined in extant literature, but exhibit living 

arrangements that are unique to the ethno-cultural community" (ibid). 

Most of the children interviewed were from single parent families. Among the children in 

mining and quarrying, 5 lived with their parents. 10 lived in a single family home mainly 

headed by their mothers and 7 lived with both parents. There were only 2 children living 

with their fathers only and 8 children were living with mothers only. The girls involved in 

prostitution were particularly similar to the migrant children in Kumasi mainly because 

they were also predominantly migrant child labourers. However incomes of child 

prostitutes were significantly higher than children in the market. Child prostitutes claimed 

they earned on average 30,000 cedis per night and children in the markets earned on 

average 10,000 cedis a day but children in the mines and quarry's earned 7,000 cedis a 

day. However, this amount varied according to age as older children could do a lot more 

work within the same amount of time to earn much more than 7,000. Although most 

children said they worked because they had to help their families, most of the migrant 

child labourers could not send money home very often because of the high cost of living 

in the cities of Accra and Kumasi. The support that these migrant children received from 

each other made their livelihoods sustainable. 
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The prominence of mothers is very important in the lives of children working in both 

mines and quarries. The majority of the children interviewed were of Akan ethnicity and 

therefore matrilineal backgrounds, and since blood is key in a lineage, it is believed that 

an Akan has stronger links to his or her mother than her father (Boas and Huser, 2006 

p.32). Although matrilineal systems emphasize inheritance through the mother's line it 

seems there have been major changes in the socio-familial structure which make the 

absence of fathers very visible. Respondents indicated that some of the changes were a 

result of marriage break-up, migrations and simply absentee fathers. 

Defining a child was a difficult task initially for the community as the focus group 

demonstrated. A child was therefore best described by pointing out to one of their 

offsprings that were also digging for gold with them. When pressed to give a particular 

age, 18 was suggested as the limit over which one was no more a child. Importantly, they 

argued "as for a child, he/she must help at home. But that is not work, it is training. As 

for a child, if you don't train them on how to do things at home, particularly girls, they 

become spoilt and unable to keep a home when they grow up. They will say you have not 

brought up your children well." Here child work was of a functional nature, a necessary 

part of socialization and education. The problem with permissible child work is, working 

in the domestic environment is not clearly defined because for some households, family 

income comes from domestic industries, which children have to be part of. There was 

laughter as most of the participants in the focus group discussion admitted that was often 

the case. 

The focus group was also asked what kind of work they thought was suitable for children, 

as they had defined. To this, the mining community answered, " ... There is no other 

opportunity than to work in the mine." They added that if children did not or could not go 

to school, the only option remaining was to work in the mines. Participants also indicated 

that once children started working and earning, it was difficult to get them back to learn a 

trade because they do not want to give up earning money for some education which did 
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not guarantee them future employment and an income. They were therefore more 

interested in keeping them in school than working in the mines or market. 

Work in the mine and quarry was organized along the lines of gender, age and ownership. 

The role of female child workers was mainly to carry sand deposits dug out of the earth 

to the stream for washing. This meant walking a considerable distance from the 

excavation point to the stream that was used for washing. This role was played by both 

the girls, adult women and the younger boys. The bigger and stronger boys, and in some 

cases adventurous boys did the digging and excavation of sand. It often entailed digging a 

tunnel deep into the ground, a delicate procedure which all acknowledged was very 

dangerous because of the fatalities that have occurred when ceilings collapsed and 

trapped boys underground. A general motivation notwithstanding the difficult nature of 

small scale and often illegal gold mining was the prospect of striking it rich as some had 

done before. 

5.3.2 Poverty and Deprivation 

Poverty is a theme that runs through the lives of the children interviewed. The reasons 

given by the children about why they worked is closely related to the poor economic 

situation at home. Some of the reasons given to explain the situation in this chapter 

include insufficient money to cover the cost of living due to low parental income, loss of 

parents, divorce, and abandonment. The Situation Analysis of Children and Women in 

Ghana 2000 deals with poverty trends in Ghana, and argues that about 8 million out of 

the 18.4 million citizens could not afford nutritional and non-food essential needs (GSS 

2000 p. 30 - 31). It further pointed out that nearly a third of the population were living in 

extreme poverty which meant they could not afford basic nutrition needs even where they 

devoted their entire consumption budget to food. Marked changes in livelihood strategies 

have therefore included changes in the family and labour market which are discussed 

later. 

186 



All participants in the focus group clearly indicated that child labour was a result of 

poverty in the little village of Mpatuam as well as the surrounding mining villages. 

According to most of the respondents, there was no work in the village so parents were 

often too poor to maintain their children in school. The only way most of the children 

could get back into the school system was by helping their parents at work or looking for 

work to support their parents. They called prospecting for gold, "asika". Children were 

therefore compelled to go 'asika', which means children were compelled to go 

prospecting for gold. Generally, the income of the parents of child labourers across the 

board were very low because nearly all of them worked in the informal sector as drivers, 

farmers, illegal miners, petty traders and charcoal makers, without a guaranteed minimum 

wage. Kwadwo Mahama was an 11 year old boy who sold polythene bags in the market 

and his mother sold charcoal. 

Kwadwo Mahama. My parents used to make charcoal but they have not been able to 

do much lately because it is now illegal to bum wood to make 

charcoal. When they last went to make some charcoal they were 

arrested and their equipments seized. Now they only sell some 

charcoal but it is hard to produce it, so they don't have much 

money now. 

One notable characteristic of poverty among the children interviewed is the prevalence of 

single parent homes and mainly female headed families. It became clear that another 

reason poverty was rife is that most family incomes came from one source, limiting the 

options available to the family. This situation illustrates the state of the family and the 

feminization of poverty and the labour force as women are now forced to be not only 

contributors to the family income but are now the main income earners for their families 

and in many cases they are left even poorer (Moghadam 2005, Catagay and Ozlers, 

1995). "The number of rural women living in poverty has increased by almost 50% in the 

past 20 years ... " (cited in Moghadam, 2005 p.2). As the number of female headed 

households is rising the effects of structural adjustment and liberalization of the economy 

has been particularly harsh on them (Moghadam, 2005 p.2). In Ghana the liberalization of 
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the economy, allowing foreign direct investment in the mmmg sector has exposed 

villages like Mpatuam and Bonte to the exploits of mining companies which have taken 

vital land previously used for agriculture. Small scale and often illegal mining had 

become an attractive alternative as the prospect of becoming rich pulled many to these 

sites, and women have particularly been well represented. Their significant levels of 

involvement reflects the state of the rural family's economy, the changing face of the 

family and its concomitant effect on gender roles and the level of influence that mothers 

have on raising their children. These are the social and gender effects of the structural 

adjustment programs and policies of the 1980's. It is therefore important that poverty 

reduction efforts address this imbalance. Hilson and Potter (2005 pI 07) note that 

following structural adjustment and reform particularly in the mining sector a rapid 

growth in artisanal and small scale mining in Ghana can be attributed to an acute lack of 

jobs and accompanying poverty nationwide. They note further in their research that "in a 

country where annual per capita income in rural areas is as low as US$ 151 it is not 

surprising that artisanal gold mining provides an important source of income to tens of 

thousands of people" (ibid. p. 111). 

Housing was very poor for most child labourers. Most of them lived in the poorest 

neighbourhoods with poorly built homes and the absence of some basic utilities such as 

water supply and electricity. Child prostitutes and children selling in the market lived 

mainly in kiosks and other dilapidated structures as well as in such places as store fronts 

and sheds. Some lived in rented accommodation in slums such as Nima and Fadama, 

Sandra, a 15 year old girl who worked in prostitution thought of herself as better off. 

Sandra. We sleep in a rented room at Agbobloshie and we are about 8 girls but 

some people can't afford to rent so they live in the streets. It's very bad 

when many of us are in the room at the same time because it is very small 

and the landlord comes in anytime even when we are not descent but this 

is temporary and because life is hard at home we are forced to endure it so 

that we can get a better life. 
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GC. 

Sandra. 

How do you mean life is hard at home? 

Life is hard because my parents are poor so they have all gone their 

separate ways to make a living. If my parents were well-off and had 

looked after me I wouldn't be in this situation. I look after myselfbecause 

there is no help from home as my parents are not around so I can't contact 

them for help and they don't really seem to care about me or my sister. 

Child poverty accounts for the plight of a significant number of child labourers. The 

accounts of some of the girls in prostitution details neglect, lack of parental care and 

abandonment, which forces some of the girls into prostitution. The lives they lead are 

largely poverty stricken, manifesting in poor housing/accommodation, low level 

education, poor nutrition/health and general insecurity. Although children interviewed 

were living in poverty they all had aspirations to overcome their poverty. This was to be 

achieved by working and earning an income which would afford them access to some 

basic goods that would enable them to survive. A general theme for children under 12 

years was school. They believed that earning an income would help them cover the cost 

of education. Children in the 15 year bracket particularly emphasized earning money in 

order to cover their food, clothing and other needs while they were training in a vocation. 

5.3.3 Child Work or Child Labour 

To recap earlier discussions, three areas of child labour were looked into were children 

selling in the market, children in mining and children in prostitution. The type of work 

and the level of involvement in the various types of work studied were determined largely 

by age, gender and environment. Child labour in the marketplace was a particularly 

common feature in the urban areas in Ghana and a significant number of children 

interviewed there were migrants from northern Ghana to the big market centres in the 

south, including cities such as the Adum market in Kumasi and Agbogbloshie in Accra. 

Girls dominated in prostitution and selling in the market, roles traditionally dominated by 

women and boys dominated in mining and quarrying which is traditionally a male 
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dominated area. Although the involvement of children in the market is not new it has 

become a growing area as the informal small scale business sector continues to grow. 

Where there is poverty there seems to be pressure on children to bring in extra income by 

working in the informal sector where they evade regulation. 

The Ghana Situation Analyses, 2000 (GoG/UNICEF 2002 p.125) suggests 39% of 

children in 1992 and 12.6% in 1997 as the participation rate of children in the labour 

market. It also confirms that girls (12.3%) contribute more to the child labour pool than 

boys (9.8%).Traditionally The boys are involved in the most manual and physically 

demanding tasks such as digging for gold and carting heavy goods. Greenstreet (1972 

p.351) asserts that women consider their main vocation to be marriage and raising 

children and girls were raised to follow their mother's footsteps. When asked about their 

views on work, some girls would not admit they worked. They emphasized they were 

only helping and did not want to be seen as children who worked or child labourers.76 

The girls in the mines were particularly emphatic about this view. 

An important element of the study was to find out children's own ideas about their work, 

an area Myers (1999 p. 13) identifies as necessary in order to find alternative approaches 

to dealing with child labour. A few children spoke in favour of child work, for example, 

Fatima, a girl who arrived in Accra when she was 10 years old. Now she is 15 and is 

fending for herself. 

Fatima. As for this work, it is so hard, but if we don't do it how are we going to 

look after ourselves. Some of the men we meet are quite a challenge and 

our lives are sometimes at risk. Erm, it is important that we are allowed to 

work, or are you proposing to look after us and provide us the things we 

need? 

Fatima's view questions the essence of laws that prohibit child labour when there are no 

alternative care arrangements for children who have no parental care and children who 

76 Greenstreet (1972) See page 160 
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perpetually live impoverished lives because their parents simply don't have the means to 

help them. The great challenge in Ghana is ensure that children in such circumstances are 

looked after. Will the state take responsibility? 

All children interviewed said they preferred school to work, however they were also of 

the opinion that as children they must learn to help their parents at home, a view shared 

by adults in the community. Work could be too much sometimes, explained some of the 

children. Kwame was 12 years old and worked in the quarry (cracking stone) with his 

mother. He started work at 6am and finished at 6pm. He thought work was too much 

sometimes and said that he liked to play ball with some of his friends who were also 

working in the quarry. 

In one case, for example Adamu, a 12 year old boy in the market indicated that he earned 

about 30,000 cedis on a good day, but this was not enough to cover his daily expenses, 

family obligations and savings. His daily expenses included 2000 cedis for bathing and 

using the toilet. In such situations, work was a survival strategy. Adamu and Kwame and 

others in similar situations demonstrated that work was necessary to enable them get by, 

and afford the basic necessities of clothing, shelter and food. 

There was a growing sense in which the reaction of child workers to the child labour 

label suggested wrong doing, hence the common resistance to any suggestion among 

some children and families that they or their children were involved in child labour. The 

majority of the children interviewed were quick to establish the fact that they attended 

school regularly even if it was obvious that they worked. Children, parents, employers 

and adults in the community showed a preference for the identity 'school children/pupil' 

over 'child /labourer/worker' through their eagerness to re-establish the fact that the child 

or children attended school even if not regularly. 

Notably, the owners of concessions, diggers/excavators and truck drivers and loaders 

were male while the chippers were mainly female and children. It was therefore common 

to see mothers with their children working in the quarry. 
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I asked the opinion of adults in the community about whether they thought work was 

inappropriate for children. In response they said "some children are too young to work 

but sometimes these children were not getting any financial support from their parents to 

enable them go to school because the parents are very poor and thus the children are 

forced to work." The point they emphasized was that children graduate from one simple 

work to more challenging work as they grow older and stronger. They were therefore not 

in favour of tasks that were too difficult for minors to handle. When asked whether 

working in the mines wasn't too much to ask of children, it was suggested, "life has 

become very harsh, there is no money and so even though it's no good for children to 

work, necessity compels them to do this kind of work. In addition, some parents who are 

capable of taking care of their children shirk their responsibility and therefore still require 

that their children work." 

Some young men also suggested that they would not have been working if their parents 

had taken good care of them. In their opinion, parents should still be taking care of them 

to enable them to continue their education, however they acknowledged that because 

parents did not have the means to support them they've had to find work in order to 

support their families. An overwhelming sense of the importance of education emerged 

from respondents. Children, adults and the general community seemed to appreciate 

education, which West Africans are reputed for (Goody and Muir 1977 p.154). This is 

attributed to Christianity and colonialism, which brought significant changes to the 

economic structure of Ghana by increasing its interaction with Europe and the developed 

world. The setting up of bureaucratic structures and formal institutions (government 

machinery and formal private enterprises) changed the occupational system in Ghana, as 

fonnal education became increasingly important for training local people in the skills 

necessary for clerical and other jobs that became available as a result (ibid). Education 

brought about lifestyle changes as local people who benefited from education, earned 

salaries that were well above the income of ordinary farmers (Goody and Muir 1977 

p.155). The prestige that education brought as well as the opportunity to earn better 

salaries, a chance to live in a western style house with servants, an expensive car to drive, 

192 



and the opportunity to send your child to a private school were situations that drove the 

desire for education and social as well as occupational mobility (ibid.). 

A pro-education group was therefore emergmg in the focus group discussion. They 

indicated that children were not supposed to be allowed to work because obviously it was 

not good for children to be peddling all kinds of goods along the road. They argued that it 

was inappropriate because there have been incidents where child labourers have been hit 

by moving vehicles on the roads while they are out selling goods. Some of their 

comments include "the government must ban such activities of children" and, "some 

parents simply overwork their children without any reason necessarily." However, there 

was general agreement that domestic labour was not a problem because according to 

them, it was to equip children later in life as adults. The women particularly argued that 

"girls must particularly engage in activities such as cleaning the house, washing pots, 

fetching water for use at home. Children must engage in such activities so that they are 

equipped for marriage and adulthood." It was also generally agreed that in order to equip 

children for adulthood, they must even help parents in their businesses if that's what 

needs to be done in order to put food on the table for the family. They might learn a trade 

as a result and be gainfully employed as an adult. It is obvious therefore that local people 

do not realise that domestic child labour is the most common form of child labour, which 

suggests that it is affecting the health and development of the child in a way which is 

often overlooked. 

There was also the view among some participants that education seemed to have failed to 

deliver the perceived benefits, particularly after the redundancies of the public sector that 

occurred as part of the structural adjustment program of the 1980s and 90s (Hilson and 

Porter 2005). It was clearly argued that there were no jobs for school graduates, and that 

was great concern for them as they felt that investing in education when it did not hold 

promise was not encouraging 

Another view expressed was that many children do not have capable carers and as a 

result some children are forced to depend on adults who can only support them if they in 

193 



return can also make a contribution. To support this argument, an example was given of a 

child who was found in town late at night unwilling to go home yet crying because she 

claimed she fell down and lost some of the cold water in little polythene bags that she 

was selling. She was scared she would be beaten if she went home and as such she said 

she could not possibly go home. The conclusion drawn by the contributor was that the 

little girl would not suffer this predicament if she had capable parents who were 

responsible for her. 

The absence of a strong children's movement with the involvement of children is 

striking, but this is an area that Swift (1997) tries to tackle by looking into how the 

Republic of Emmaus and the National Movement of Street Boys and Girls work. He 

notes that the National Movement is made up of several children and educators who 

belong who belong to several local movements and organisations around the country. In 

the 'Children for Social Change: Education for Citizenship of Street and Working 

Children in Brazil' Swift states in the introduction that, "In addition to its street and 

community-level work, it recycles donated goods, offers employment and occupation 

training, and provides a range of sports, games and other activities. Working children 

could be mobilized to rally together in order to tackle the common challenges that affect 

them because, as Woodhead (2004 p.l4) argues, child labourers are not passive victims 

damaged psychologically by work, but "social actors trying to cope with their situation, 

negotiating with parents and peers, employers and customers, and making the best of 

oppressive, exploitative and difficult circumstances" 

5.3.4 Speaking the language of Rights 

The question was asked 'have you heard about children's rights?' and the answer was 

mainly 'no', although one view in the focused group discussion was "yes, I have heard 

about children - rape, rape thing ... , yes I have heard about it." This happened to be an 

area where the police indicated there had been progress in reporting cases as well as 

prosecutions. An interesting pattern that emerged was the lack of understanding of what 

children's rights meant. When the question, what do you think of children's rights was 

asked, there was a blank expression on the faces of many respondents. There was 
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however, a desire to know more. The challenge faced here was, how best to translate the 

concept meaningfully. Many claimed they had never heard about it, with the exception of 

a few. In their opinion children's rights meant that children were free to do whatever they 

wanted to do. It was also very difficult explaining the concept to children in their local 

languages. The expression 'children's rights' was first mentioned to the children in 

English but because they did not understand it I proceeded to ask the same question in 

Twi. The difficulty faced was how to translate to Twi and to their understanding without 

loosing the meaning, so expressions which were suggested by some officials were used, 

such as 'Nkolaa fawuhundie' which literally means children's emancipation; 'nkolaa yie 

die', which also means children's well being; and 'mmofra ndinuaa', which also means 

children's well being. None of the children interviewed had heard or used these 

expressions before, and they tried to interpret it in different ways. 

Kwaakyewaa (Silence initially), I don't know what children's rights mean. Nkolaa 

fawuhundie means (pause), nkolaa (children) can do whatever they want 

to do (laughter). I haven't heard about it but I think it would like the 

government to look after us and help us to learn some skills so that we can 

get good jobs when we grow up. 

The common explanation given was children's freedom to do whatever they wanted to 

do. Yet even then nearly 90% of them indicated that it was not right to let children do 

whatever they wanted to. Child labourers in this case clearly could not relate to the 

concept meaningfully, either in english or in their local language, with the exception of a 

few, who showed some understanding of the concept. There was little knowledge of the 

law and no understanding of it among most of the children, that having a right meant that 

there was a corresponding duty on the part of another person or the state to ensure that 

the child's interests were catered for. This was however no surprise as even adults in the 

community were largely unaware of the meaning of children's rights. 
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This view was generally held among the prostitutes that children needed more help 

because when they were faced with survival challenges they were forced to go into all 

kinds of work including work that was considered immoral. 

Nana Foriwaa I came here by myself and joined this business. We know this job 

is bad. It is not right that we do it so I know I am being a bad girl. 

But we don't know about these laws. I think if the government can 

help us to acquire some skills then we can look for proper jobs to 

do, and stop this business. My parents never said they couldn't 

look after me but I was a naughty girl and I didn't respect them. 

One day I decided to leave home, but now this is how I have ended 

up. Most of us would like to stop it, but it's hard to stop when you 

are getting money out of it and there are no easy alternatives out 

there for us to earn a living. 

Notably children interviewed did not speak of entitlements. They were very 

understanding of parent's hardships and seem to have transferred that degree of 

understanding to the state as well. It was obvious from the reactions that the children did 

not quite understand what children's rights meant so I proceeded to explain to them what 

it meant in order to find out if at all they had some knowledge and understanding of these 

things. Once again there was a blank expression and silence which meant the concept of 

children's rights didn't sound familiar. 

There was no suggestion that children had a right to work, given a minimum age. Rather, 

it was suggested among the older girls particularly that children should be educated and 

trained in employable skills so that when they completed their education they could find 

proper work. The girls were generally of the view that once children are skilled they can 

get decent jobs. 

It seems that because the Children's Act requires parents to provide the care needs of 

their children, no duty is placed on the state to provide these needs when parents are 
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unable to do so. The children didn't seem to be interested in the law because there were 

no obvious benefits to them, especially because child labour was tied somehow to the 

domestic environment. Where the family was unable to support the children, the state did 

not intervene enough to support them. 

A notable observation made was that although when discussing work, children felt that it 

was beneficial to them, they did not speak the language of rights. Children therefore did 

not say they had the right or entitlement to work. They also counted education as a 

privilege not a right and work as a means to avert the tragedies of poverty and 

deprivation, not a right to survival. The absence of the language of rights was not a 

situation peculiar to the children but a reflection of the situation in the larger communities 

in which they lived and worked. In the typical rural or urban poor community where 

poverty is rife, education is low among adults and education attainment low among 

school going children, employment is mainly in the small and micro enterprise sector, 

and respondents were more interested in opportunities to learn employable skills than the 

issue of rights. 

Selasi. If the government has all these laws to protect children, what is it also 

doing to help us so that we can afford to attend school and learn some 

skills for future employment because some of us are keen on learning 

skills for employment? 

It is worth noting also that even though children could not articulate the idea of rights, 

they still had views which they could express in fulfillment of one of the fundamental 

rights as expressed in Article 12 of the Children's Act and Article 11 of the Convention 

of the Rights of Children. The girls involved in prostitution such as 15 year old Selasi 

particularly asked some pertinent questions pertaining to their welfare. 

Even though work provided an income to many child labourers, most of them shied from 

any suggestion that they must have a right to work. When I asked whether they think they 

must be allowed to work, the answer was overwhelmingly no. Rather, most children and 
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adults in the community suggested that children must be allowed to attend school and 

gain skills for proper employment. It seemed the proper thing to do, a sort of chorus that 

everyone sang. Fatima however was a dissenting voice as she advocated for children to 

be allowed to work with only few restrictions. 

Notwithstanding the hesitance among some working children to admit openly that they 

were child labourers, there was a general insistence among the majority of children 

interviewed about the benefits of work in order to support themselves, their families, 

even without being prompted to do so by parents or guardians. Such insistence on the 

benefits of work were a demonstration of the will to rely on themselves to survive, which 

some have referred to as self-determination (Liebel 2004 p.225; Jacquemin 2006 p.3). 

"The child rights perspective promoted by the CRC thus establishes that a child is both a 

self-determining and a subject of social protection" (Jacquemin 2006 p.3).The right to 

self-determination is a concept present in international conventions such as the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), and International 

Covenant on Social and Cultural Rights (ICSCR). It is a concept that comes up III 

national liberation struggles, and denotes the entitlement people have to a nationality. A 

difficulty arises when discussing children's self-determination because notwithstanding 

their self-determination children still depend largely on adults, for example, for the goods 

they sell either as suppliers or buyers (ibid). The realization of this right has emboldened 

children in countries such as Senegal and Cote d'Ivoire to organize themselves to fight 

for the right same working rights as adults (Liebel 2004, Jacquemin 2006). 

The issue of the best interest of the child was also raised. In discussing this, it became 

obvious that the issue of power relations within the family/household affected the 

consideration of the child's best interest. As explained by some, "if a family is having a 

meal, although the health of the children is paramount, it is still impossible to consider 

serving the children on that basis first, rather, the father who is head of the family is 

considered first, and the best part, for example, of the meal is served him before children 

are considered. The best parts cannot be given to children when adults are not served." 

Yet, they suggested that the best interest of the child is paramount in all consideration. 
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The women particularly argued that the girl child often suffered the disadvantage of not 

being given due consideration when decisions about who to spend the meager resources 

of the family on educating is considered. They argued that often it is said that girls will 

end up in the kitchen, so boys are often considered above girls in making some decisions 

even when it is obvious the girl is the brightest and most promising. 

5.3.5 Religious heritage 

One of the things that became obvious in this research is the dominance of religion in the 

lives of Ghanaians. As portrayed by Bass (2004), Africa has a triple heritage that is traced 

to the Islamic, Christian and Traditional religious influences that affected the continent. 

Most child labourers interviewed had religious affiliations, yet it was observed that while 

some of them admitted a resurgence of their religious interests and commitments, the 

majority of them were passively involved in religion. In Ghana, as demonstrated in this 

research, religion played a significant role in the lives of many child labourers to the 

extent that some children actually noted its direct effect on their involvement in child 

labour. 

Sabina I started getting involved with men because, like I said, my parents were 

always away or fighting whenever they were home. These men gave me 

money with which I supported myself and my siblings. I became pregnant 

and the church found out about it, so they decided to sanction me. One day 

I was instructed to appear before the church during a service, and the 

church was officially informed about my sins. It was then decided that my 

name would be struck off the register until I had been re-baptized before I 

could become a member again. It was so humiliating, I decided to leave to 

save myself from the shame and anguish. When my parents found out 

about it, they said I had humiliated them too, but this wouldn't have 

happened if my parents had not had not completely failed to look after us. 

Sabina's case illustrates the level of influence religion has on the lives of the Ghanaian 

community. It is fair to say that religion was indistinguishable from whatever they did. 
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Often the older child labourers in particular used the expreSSIOn 'nyame bekyere', 

meaning God will provide, 'nyame adorn', meaning the Grace of God. This was usually 

said when respondents discussed their work, earnings and how far their incomes 

stretched. A significant proportion of respondents particularly from the southern and 

central parts of Ghana demonstrated that they traditionally relied on their faith to keep 

them going. This idea was confirmed by adults in the community, and in particular the 

mothers in the mines, who often said, 'nyankopon nkuaa 0', meaning it's only because of 

God, we are surviving. Being a religious society, it also seemed that religion emphasized 

a moral community, the rules of which if broken could only lead to ostracism. The 

traditional notion that children must be seen but not heard (Rwezaura 1998 p.57) was also 

evident as most children interviewed were generally hesitant and somewhat reluctant. 

Most children in the mines and about 50% of the children in the market were unwilling to 

challenge authority or question why they had to work, and showed a degree of 

willingness to submit to authority. All three religious influences in Ghana have practices 

that demand submission and authority, and in that form of relationship, children are 

expected to be the subservient ones, conforming to what authority demands. The Trokosi 

system for example is a type of ritual servitude in which a family gives away a girl child 

to the traditional priest to atone for their sins (Fallon 2003 p.537). Although the existence 

of this practice shocked the world, it is still around today. International Needs, Ghana, is 

an organization that has been involved in efforts to liberate these women, but it reports 

that there are still 5000 children/women still in Trokosi.77 Child labourers from northern 

Ghana were notably of Islamic heritage, which as established by Bass (2004), is a 

heritage that utilizes child labour for service (begging) in exchange for Quranic education 

and general contribution to the family economy. Fatima, particularly emphasized that 

most families were so poor in her village that they had to help a great deal on the farm 

during the rainy season and migrate during the dry season. Work was therefore an 

integral part of her life. Narrating her story, she said, 

Fatima "I used to wake up early in the morning and go and fetch water with my 

mother. We used to start at around 4am and finish at around 6 am. After 

77 http://www .intneeds gh. org/ contents/proj ects/proj ectstories. php ?pro ji d=4&id= 1 [Accessed 8.2.08] 
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that we would cook breakfast and then walk a long distance to school. 

However, during the rainy season my parents don't allow us to go to 

school very often. We used to go to the farm together from morning till 

the sun goes down. It was hard work but I had to do it. In the evening I 

had to go to 'makaranta,78 to learn the Quaran. It was fun, but they could 

be very harsh. As I was growing older it was necessary to migrate to get 

work in the dry season, so that I could help my family because things were 

very hard." 

Most of the children from northern Ghana were affiliated to Islam, although because they 

had moved to the city they had little to do with it. Even those among them without any 

Islamic backgrounds acknowledged that work was a part of their lives. They admitted 

that poverty prevailed in their villages and had to work hard since they were capable of 

doing SO.79 Awudu, a 13 year old boy who loaded trucks with yam, for example, said, 

"When I was about 8 years, I used to go with my dad to the farm to cultivate yams. It was 

fun but sometimes I felt a bit too tired. It was common for my friends also to go to farm 

with their families." 

5.4 Conclusion 

So far, this chapter has sought to establish the endemic nature of child labour in Ghana, 

which is widespread in the 3 areas of the economy mentioned, namely, mining, selling in 

the open markets and child prostitution. It was apparent that in mining communities 

where the mining sector was the main employer, the informal sector dominated by the 

illegal small-scale mining activities or galamsey. Children were well represented in this 

sector and even though adults were of the opinion that children were not supposed to be 

doing any work that was harmful to the health education and development of the child, 

child work! labour thrived among them without any great concern. Farmlands in mining 

78 Makaranta is the quranic school for children in Ghana 
79 High levels of poverty seem to persist in northern Ghana (CEPA/ODI 2005 p.5) 
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communities have also become scarce as the lands previously used for farming have been 

taken over by the mines. Clearly, children under such circumstances are involved in work 

not because they are expected to learn their parent's vocation but rather the basis for 

work here is purely to utilise the labour of children in order to earn a living for the 

individual children or the collective survival of the family as a whole. 

Petty trading is prevalent in all major towns and cities in Ghana. Being a widespread 

phenomenon, it is very common to see many children also involved in selling by the 

roadsides and open markets. This is the most obvious form of child labour in Ghana. So 

common is this practice that it seems widely accepted and/or simply ignored by all. Child 

prostitution is however, a very subtle form of child labour, which is not widely 

recognised or spoken of. This situation exists because many people of Ghana see 

prostitution as immoral. Notwithstanding, it became apparent that it was a growing 

problem in the cities. It usually did not involve families as other forms of child labour did 

but was caused by the same situations affecting many families such as poverty, and 

culture, which compelled children to look for work. Therefore many children made it 

clear when they were interviewed that they were not there with the consent of their 

parents or that parents did not even know that they were prostitutes. 

This chapter has also attempted an analysis of the causes of child labour in the specific 

areas that were looked into. The reasons given to explain these were the prevalence of 

poverty, cultural practices, language and a high level of illiteracy. This confirms other 

research in some parts of Africa for example, Lesotho which shows that work is always 

regarded as training and passage to adulthood. In many African communities, culture 

instils in the child a sense of duty to the rest of the community. This cultural practice 

requires that a child does his or her duty to family and community when he/she works 

(Letuka, 1998 p209). The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, 1990 

actually deals with the duties of the child to the family and community. In Article 31 of 

the African Child Charter, 1990 it is stated that the child shall have responsibilities 

towards the family among other institutions mentioned. It also states further that a child 

shall have the duty to preserve African cultural values and because work is regarded as 
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training and passage into adulthood work is a cultural necessity in bringing up the child. 

Another notable cultural practice in Ghana revealed in my fieldwork, which has been 

observed in other parts of Africa through research, is the view that the female role will 

not fulfill traditional roles if educated. According to Siddiq and Patrinos (HCOWP 56), 

"many families raise daughters solely to take over household duties in order to release the 

mother for paid labour. Such cultural practices restrict the education of females and 

encourage child employment." This practice found also in Ghana encourages many girls 

to start work at an early age. Even where it is not paid labour, the unpaid family labour in 

the form of household chores takes a toll on the child in that time and effort put into 

cooking, cleaning and serving the entire household makes it almost impossible for a girl 

of average intelligence to keep up with academic requirements. In the end they merely go 

through the education system without being educated but perhaps avoiding the label child 

labourer because they fit into the government's plan for education. However as has been 

demonstrated, such unpaid family labour could affect the child's education and 

development. It is also not identified as labour because it simply is culturally acceptable 

for a child to play that role in the household, particularly the girl child. Therefore nobody 

complains about it as a problem and it is not picked on as an issue to be reported to 

inspectors or to the police. 

Embedded in this perspective on culture is the poverty factor, which has been clearly 

identified as the main cause of child labour. Around the world, child labour is mainly 

caused by poverty. This view is shared by many scholars (Basu 1998 p.43). Most of the 

children interviewed indicated in no uncertain terms that they were working because of 

poverty in the family. In their own words parents could not support them and so they 

were compelled to work. Whiles the ILO claims that 4 out of every 10 people in Ghana 

live in poverty (ILO 2004 p.2); the World Bank also declares that less than 40 percent of 

people in Ghana live in poverty. The citing of poverty as the reason for increasing child 

labour has been dismissed by Barros and Velazco (cited in Muniz, 2001 p.3). They argue 

that if poverty was the cause of child labour then the rate of participation of children in 

child labour would be higher in areas of bigger poverty. However Muniz argues that the 

evidence provided by Barros et al. does not confirm their idea. 
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It seems that the mere mention of responsibility of children to the family and larger 

community points to the fact that rights are not a point of emphasis in the language of 

many African communities, Ghana being a prime example. It was obvious in my 

interviews that the language of rights was not spoken in any of the local languages 

spoken in Ghana. When asked, the respondents from all the institutions involved in the 

interviews could not readily give any evidence of how children's rights are or can be 

translated. In the absence of the rights language, it should be no surprise then that the 

language of children's rights specifically seem non-existent. The law enforcers including 

the police particularly acknowledged this issue. Interventions by law enforcers to tackle 

this menace are simply impossible under the circumstances as is discussed in the next 

chapter. Without a clear understanding of the rights issue at stake in child labour 

discourse, no reports had been made to the police about the exploitation of child 

labourers in the work place, neither had any adult reported a case of exploitation of a 

child labourer nor has there ever been any report from any of the social welfare 

subcommittees in the districts. If child labour is of great concern locally there would be 

more efforts at the grassroots level to report cases of exploitation to law enforcement 

agencies, as the case has been for rape and sexual exploitation of minors. 

Some of the themes which had emerged suggested that child labour is persistent because 

of poverty. This drove many children to seek various kinds of employment particularly in 

the industry or sector that is usually the largest employer in the region, town or village 

they live in. A common variable that emerged as a reason to work was to raise money for 

their education. It appears that using education as a barrier to child labour isn't quite 

working out the way it was expected to because whiles many children attend school, 

child labour is still rife because many of the same children actually are able to attend 

school albeit intermittently because they earn some money from working in order to pay 

for their upkeep. Notwithstanding the poverty argument there does not seem any serious 

concern about child labour among local people. In a sense it seemed an easy way out for 

many children. There seems to be a culture of poverty which has emerged because 

traditionally there is no intervention from above when the family fails to protect it's own 
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from poverty. Children believed that work per se was not wrong and so did adults. Even 

though some concern was shown about child labour at the local level it was not an issue 

that was looked at from the point of view of rights. There is an absence of that 

understanding of children's rights at the local level which fuels international concern for 

children's rights. One thing that remained clear was that it is impossible to discuss child 

labour meaningfully at the local level in the context of the Children's Act because the 

language of rights does not seem to exist to support an understanding at the local level. 

What people were concerned about most was to get them out of their poverty whereby 

children wouldn't need to work and enjoy that privilege which so far seems to be 

available only to the rich and affluent. To suggest that language and a general culture of 

poverty exacerbates the problem of child labour calls for a review of social policy and 

official thinking to address the problem. This is what chapter 6 looks into in a bid to find 

out how best to tackle the child labour problem in Ghana. 
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Chapter 6 Poverty, Policy and Child Labour in Ghana 

The thesis so far has given a somewhat contradictory picture of the child labour situation 

in Ghana. On the one hand in conforming to international obligations a lot seems to have 

been put in place to improve the situation of child labour. On the other hand, there is yet 

no indication that the number of child workers is falling, neither is there a clear 

understanding amongst the children and adults about what the policies/laws protecting 

children from child labour are. Things remain to a large extent as they were before, with 

many children below the age of 15 still labouring under the scorching sun and 

bureaucrats still holding unto laws and policies which have not quite been successful in 

dealing with the problem. It is time to start making efforts towards bridging the gap that 

exists between local practice and national/international law and policy. In this chapter, an 

attempt is made to discuss the policies, and the role of governmental and non­

governmental organizations in the making, implementing and monitoring of these 

policies. The findings from the interviews with officials made on both field trips are 

incorporated into this discussion. 

It traces the history of social policy to tackle the problem of child labour, covering three 

main areas including education policy, policy and law with regard to child labour and 

children's rights and anti-poverty and social development policy. It proceeds to review 

other practices around the world and recommends some improvements in social policy to 

deal with child labour in Ghana. 

6.1 History and Practice of Social Policy Relating to Child Labour in Ghana 

6.1.1 Addressing Child labour through Education policy 

Efforts to control child labour can be traced back to the years soon after independence. 

Two notable areas where efforts to deal with child labour have been focused are 

education and labour law and policy. It can be argued that the Education Act 1961 greatly 

influenced education policy, which was also followed by the Dzobo report of 1973 
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(MOESS 2007). It is believed that the Education Act of 1961 is the principal legislation 

on the right to education, as it states in section 2(1) that "Every Child who has attained 

the school going age as determined by the Minister shall attend a course of instruction as 

laid down by the Minister in a school recognised for the purpose by the Minister" (Ghana 

Education Report, 2004/°. This recognition given to education was important because of 

Ghana's position as a newly independent state and the vision it had towards development. 

Education was in pursuant of its social, industrial and technological objectives. Let me 

point out here that section 2(1) of the Education Act of 1961 was not aimed at clamping 

down on child labour because child labour had not yet been identified as a problem, 

although some of its provisions are relevant to the issue of child labour. According to the 

Ministry of Education (MOESS 2007), the Dzobo report is a response somewhat to the 

public desire for change in Ghana. This report also introduces some fundamental changes 

which are important in addressing child labour today. Some of the fundamental changes 

were the introduction of practical subjects by which some skills could be acquired in 

school so that with a little apprenticeship after basic education is completed pupils can 

become qualified for gainful employment. New subjects such as Technical Drawing, 

Tailoring, Dressmaking, Automobile Practice, Woodwork, Masonry and Carpentry were 

therefore introduced. Similarly, some indication of controlling child labour is seen in the 

laws dating back to the early days of Ghana's independence. 

A close look at the Education Act 1961 section 2(1) reveals the idea of education for all 

or more precisely for all children. Where did this idea of education for all children come 

from? A careful study of the subject shows that education for all children started a long 

time ago. It's been noted that education for all started at different times in different 

countries. In Japan for example, the semblance of this is seen in the Education Act, 1872. 

This has been linked to the beginning of modernization in Japan and the aim was to bring 

both prosperity and happiness to everyone. Also, in the United States of America the first 

compulsory Education Act was passed in 1852, although 200 years earlier the 

Massachusetts Act, 1642 placed on parents and the masters of apprentices the 

responsibility for their education and literacy. In countries like England and France, 

80 www.ibe.unesco.org/international!ice47IEngl ishIN atrepslreports! ghana.pdf 
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legislation on compulsory education for all also date back to the late 19th century. 

Invariably, most developed countries seem to have taken to this idea of education for all 

children very early as a priority for modernization and development. History shows that 

the enlightenment and French Revolution were two phenomenal events, which put human 

rights on the world's agenda. This has ultimately led to the belief that education is a right, 

an agenda that has also been pushed forward by UNESCO by setting as a goal in its 

constitution, education for all. 

Whatever influenced the idea of education for all in Ghana as early as 1960, one thing is 

clear, there was no shortage of examples around the world especially at a time when 

modernisation theory was making the rounds. It was a time when countries such as 

Ghana pursued an agenda, in a bid to reach the state of development of the colonial 

authority that we as seen as the ideal. This reflected the hegemony of the structural 

functionalist perspective in the 1960s, during which Ghana's initial efforts in the 

education for all agenda as a new free self-governing state, sought to move from the 

traditional to the modem. Clearly, the idea of development was a justification for 

compulsory education as Ghana sought economic and social development. 

Ghana has made some strides in education since it had independence in 1957.81 Some of 

the laws and policies that have helped make these strides are as follows; 

• The Education Act 1961 

• The Dzobo report of 1973 (recommended the JSS concept)82 

• The New Structure and Content of Education, 1974 

• The Education Commission Report on Basic and Secondary Education 

1987/88 

• The Education Reform Programme 1987/88 

• The FCUBE Policy Document and programme of operations 1996
83 

81 See government of Ghana websitewww.ghana.gov.gh 
82 Junior Secondary School or JSS is the new educational concept and structure which emphasises a more 
holistic approach towards educating children so that both the academically inclined and the vocationally 
inclined are all catered for to prepare them for life after basic education. This was introduced in the early 
part of the 1990s 
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In the 1992 constitution it is stated clearly in chapter 6 section 38 sub section 2 that "The 

government shall within two years after parliament first meets after the coming into force 

of the constitution, draw up a programme for implementation within the following ten 

years, for the provision of free compulsory and universal basic education." The 1992 

constitution thereafter came into effect in 1993 and by 1995 a program of action had to be 

provided of which implementation ended in 2005. The 1995 Ghana report to UN 

committee on children's rights has it that the Education Act, 1961 (Act 87) made basic 

education free and compulsory for all children of school age, but critics have said that it 

does not define what age the child should be in school (Eldring et aI., 2000 p.17). This 

was quite a big loophole that could easily be exploited. However, the 1995 report to the 

UN Committee on CRC says that in the context of the 1987 educational reforms basic 

education is defined as the first 9 years of school, which is free and compulsory for all 

children between the ages of 6 and 15 years. 

According to the reforms this should consist of 6 years of primary and 3 years of junior 

secondary education. The educational structure and policy as it is in Ghana today is 

therefore based on the 1987/88 education reform programme and the 1996 FCUBE 

Programme. To strengthen these structures the 1992 constitution gives all persons the 

right to equal educational opportunities. It states in Chapter 5 Article 25(1) 

"All persons have the right to equal educational opportunities and facilities and with the 

view to achieving the full realisation of that right 

a. Basic education shall be free, compulsory and available to all. ,,84 

Free compulsory basic education does not stand complemented with the minimum age for 

employment legislation because even though the intention is clearly good the reality for 

many children is that they end up crossing the line which is very difficult to protect. The 

difficulty arises from the fact that most children though not employed engage in so much 

83 FCUBE is the Free Compulsory Universal Basic Education policy and program of the Ghana 
Government that aims at ensuring that all children in the country receive basic education without financial 
demands from the school system. 
84 See Parliament of Ghana website for details - http://www.parliament.ghlconst_ constitution.php 
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work within the domestic environment where the family is supposed to protect them. The 

idea that law and policy on education is always linked with labour law and policy for 

effective implementation therefore requires some innovation to ensure that the 

challenging situation that child labour and poverty presents would be overcome. As it 

stands, law and policy on education and employment/labour are not adequate to address 

the problems that child labour poses, particularly where there is a culture that places on 

the child a duty to work as part of the socialization process that is backed by a traditional 

informal economy that is not always distinguished from the domestic environment. The 

reality of many children and families is that they have to perform such tasks as fetching 

water from long distances, gathering firewood, helping with cooking which may be taken 

for granted in developed rich countries. This is particularly so for children in rural areas 

more than urban areas, with 91.6% and 86.0% respectively undertaking household tasks 

(GSS 2003 p.82). For effectively dealing with child labour, it is essential that poverty 

alleviation or eradication is therefore taken seriously as well as law and policy reforms. 

Without a comprehensive poverty alleviation strategy law and policy on labour and 

education will not present any advantages to children as they wouldn't be in a position to 

enjoy the rights that the law confers on them. This challenges the universal idea of 

children's rights, as in practice, this global idea is only an ideal. Practically, the idea of 

children's rights suggests that engaging children in exploitative labour is prohibited, as 

proscribed in section 87 of Ghana's Children's Act, however, it's been noted that the 

economic activities of the girl child for example are crucial to household management 

(Laird 2002 p.897). In fact as Laird argues, it is simply not possible for an adult to 

complete household tasks alone, and she rightly adds that it is the labour of girls which 

replaces the refrigerator, cooker and washing machines in developed countries (ibid). 

In the Poverty Reduction Strategy progress report 2003, it is reported that quality of 

education improved marginally and also indicates that enrolment numbers were up in 

deprived districts (GoG 2003 p.7). It's not clear what the report means by improved 

quality because it goes further to report also that slower progress in gross primary 

enrolment is coupled with lower scores in the criterion referenced tests during the last 

two years. This state of affairs is a cause for concern as the quality of education cannot be 
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said to be improving when educational achievement as discussed by Bhalotra and Heady 

(2000) indicates that it is somewhat affected by child work. This state of affairs indicated 

in the 2003 progress report shows that child labour is not factored in holistically in 

education policy. Clearly, the majority of working children in Ghana are enrolled in 

school. In total, about 76.5% of children in the Child Labour Survey were currently 

attending school and around 17.6% had never attended school (GSS 2003 p.35). The 

Child Labour Survey, 2003 reports that of the 18% or so of the child workers combining 

work/training and study, 68.1 % in the Upper East region and 95% in the Upper West 

region reported that work affected their schooling. The use of the word schooling is 

unclear. Does it mean attendance or learning achievement or both? The report goes on to 

say that in regions such as the Eastern, Brong Ahafo, Northern and Greater Accra, the 

majority of children could study and work without difficulty. A better understanding of 

the notion of schooling is required to ascertain whether Heady and Bhalotra's research 

findings on learning achievements and the child labour report 2003 are dealing with the 

same Issue. 

Education policy must also focus not only on increased enrolment, but equally on 

educational achievement. In doing so, it would not be enough to have school enrolment 

up. More importantly, it would be necessary to ensure that children are achieving in 

school and that the benefits of education are also made visible through complementary 

development/economic policies that improves job creation and makes school graduates 

employable. What is the essence of education to local people when the benefits are 

negligible, especially when only a minority of children gain a mastery of basic 

mathematics and English language by the end of primary and secondary school (Laird 

2002 p.896). 

6.1.2 The laws Protecting Children from Child Labour 

Laws prohibiting child labour in Ghana date back to the 1960s when laws such as the 

Criminal Procedure Code 1960, Labour Decree 1967 (NLCD 157) were adopted. Under 

the criminal procedure code 1960, the police and the courts were empowered with the 
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right to protect children in very vulnerable situations. These included orphans, the 

destitute and the maltreated by sending them where they could learn a trade. In the 

Labour Decree 1967, provision is made to protect children below the age of 15 from 

exploitation; however permission is given for the employment of children within the 

family. Notwithstanding the efforts to protect children at the time, no provision was made 

to cater for children who were self employed as child labour today is visible in the form 

of porte ring, shoe-shining and newspaper selling among other things in the urban areas of 

the country, and a lot of these children are self-employed. Was Ghana at this stage simply 

following the norm in law or was it a reflection of local concern for working children? 

In summary the N.L.C.D. 157 1967 dealt with the general prohibition of employment of 

children and also dealt with specific prohibitions for work such as night and underground 

work by young persons in Articles 44, 45 and 46 respectively. It also dealt with the 

registration of young persons employed in industrial undertakings. Though a laudable 

approach, it was not comprehensive enough. N.L.C.D. 157 was not an Act specifically 

targeted at children and although it contained elements on employment of children, it 

overlooked the fact that exploitation or abuse could take place within the family therefore 

no provisions were made to cater for children who had to work on family farms or work 

of domestic character (i.e. at home) to the point of exploitation. Labour Decree of Ghana 

1967, N.L.C.D. 157 states in Sub-part 2 Article 44 

• (1) ''No person shall employ a child except where the employment is with the 

child's own family and involves light work of an agricultural or domestic 

character only. 

• (2) "Any person who contravenes the provisions of sub paragraph (1) of this 

paragraph shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on summary conviction, be 

liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred New cedis. 

It was even more important to address the likelihood of exploitation of children on the 

family farm by protecting children with the law because industrial undertakings in Ghana 
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were rather few if at all existent, leaving the agricultural sector as the main source of 

employment in the economy. An important inclusion in N.L.C.D 57 is. 

• 45. (1) No employer shall employ a young person-

(a) In any industrial undertaking on night work; or 

(b) In any mine or underground work: 

Provided that the preceding provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to 

young persons between the apparent ages of sixteen and eighteen years in 

any of the following circumstances if the written permission of the Chief 

Labour Officer or a Labour officer is first obtained for such employment. 

• 46. (1) Every employer in an industrial undertaking shall keep a register of all 

young persons employed by him and of the dates of their births, if known, or, if 

not known, of their parent's ages. 

It is commendable that the government realising the possibility of exploitation by 

employers in industrial undertakings suggests documentation of ages or possible ages of 

any young persons employed for easy assessment by inspectors but more importantly 

reinforcing the idea that no children must be employed in any industrial undertaking. It 

however, does not deal with children who are self employed in industrial undertakings 

such as mining and prostitution (night work). These left a gaping hole in the law that 

needed filling up with laws to protect other children who had become vulnerable because 

of their peculiar circumstances. 

In the Criminal Code Act 29, an effort was made to deal with child abduction, kidnapping 

and similar offences. It states; 

• 91. Whoever is guilty of an abduction of any child under 18 years of age shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanour. 

• 92. (1) A person is guilty of an abduction of a child who with intent to deprive 

any person entitled to the possession or control of the child or with intent to cause 

the child to be carnally known or unnaturally carnally known by 
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(a) unlawfully takes the child from the lawful possession, care or charge of 

any person; or 

(b) detains the child from returning to the lawful possession, care or charge of 

any person. 

Whatever their importance, Article 91 and 92 leave unattended the problem of parents 

selling their children or giving their children away with the hope of earning some money 

and at the same time giving their children a chance for a better life elsewhere. Act 29 

simply does not seem to recognise the immense problem of child trafficking which often 

involved parents conniving with other people who took on the role of guardian/carer for 

the child while in transit to the final destination. These children notably end up as child 

labourers for their employers/caretakers, a social problem that has received much 

attention in Ghana today and chalked some reasonable success. Without any doubt the 

problems of child labour such as child trafficking required that whatever loopholes 

existed in the law had to be dealt with in order to tackle child trafficking and child labour 

in Ghana effectively. 

Without going into much detail, the Labour Act 2003 covers broad areas but mainly deals 

with the prohibition of young people from hazardous employment which would be 

determined by the Minister through the use of legislative instruments. It makes an 

interesting addition, which reads 

• 58. (1) A young person shall not be engaged in any type of work likely to 

expose the person to physical or moral hazard . 

• 59. (1) An employer shall not employ a young person on any work unless a 

medical practitioner has certified that the young person is in good 

health and is medically fit for the work. 

However, it reiterates the need for employers in industrial undertakings to keep a register 

of young persons they employ and their dates of birth if known, and if unknown, their 
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apparent ages. It would be noticed that this Act refrains from defining the age limits for a 

young person and all the intricate details that it entails. 

As time went by child labour became an issue on the political agenda worldwide due to 

the hard work of organisations such as the ILO, UNICEF, WHO and trade unions. By 

1979 the government of the day saw fit to set up a children's commission to advocate for 

children as well as promote and coordinate children's activities and this is the Ghana 

National Commission on Children in Ghana. Incidentally, the establishment of this 

government Commission coincided with the declaration of that year as the International 

Year of the Child by the United Nations. In the report to the UN Committee on the Rights 

of the Child 1995 it is stated that the formation of the GNCC was on the recommendation 

by the ad-hoc committee on the international year of the child set up by the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs to prepare Ghana for the international year of the child. It goes on to say 

that among the statutes of the GNCC the most important is "to see to the general welfare 

of the child and co-ordinate all essential services for children in the country that will 

promote the UN rights of the child." After about 1 0 years of the existence of the Ghana 

National Commission for Children as the mouth piece for children in Ghana, the United 

Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child 1989 (CRC) came into existence and 

Ghana took a lead to ratify. The CRC 1989 stands today as a landmark Convention 

having received near universal ratification to date with only the United States and 

Somalia as the only countries which have not ratified it. The coming into force of the 

CRC in 1990 marked a turning point in rights discourse. It's a universal admission that 

children occupy a unique position everywhere in the world, which ought to be 

recognized, and the special privileges that accompany this position must be given them. 

This universal admission also means an admission of responsibility by governments 

especially those who have ratified the treaty. Suffice it to say then that Ghana took the 

lead in taking up that responsibility. 

Since the ratification of the CRC 1989, by Ghana there have been some developments in 

law and policy to address and implement the various demands and to generally be in line 

with the convention. Among the programs set up is the programme of action by the 
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government of Ghana dubbed "The Child Cannot Wait" in 1993 (Tengey Wand Oguaah 

E, 2002 p.86). This was a National Plan of Action (NP A) following the World Summit 

for Children held in 1990. In its Country report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the 

Child presented in 1995 it was pointed out that the objectives and policies in the National 

Plan of Action had been incorporated in the National Development Policy Framework 

which fit into the country's long term social development strategies. In the new 

constitution of Ghana 1992 there are provisions dealing with the rights and protection of 

the child. In Ghana Constitution 1992 Chapter 5, Article 29(2) it states "Every child has 

the right to be protected from engaging in work that constitutes a threat to his health, 

education and development." 

1998 marked another milestone in the child labour law and policy in Ghana. In time the 

Children's Act of Ghana 1998 was adopted and soon came into force. It was a 

comprehensive legal document that brought together all the laws that concerned the 

protection of children in Ghana. This included articles and clauses in the labour decrees 

and amendments to the labour decrees, the constitution of Ghana and the international 

conventions on children's rights. This culminated in the harmonization of national law 

and policy with the provisions of the CRC 1989 and the African Child Charter 1990, 

Criminal Code, 1960, Act 29, Labour Decree, 1967 and N.L.C.D 57, to mention a few. It 

could be argued that the child labour/children's rights agenda has largely been 

internationally driven. 

The Attorney General's Department was involved in the drafting of the Children's Act 

1998. It was therefore important to find out what the department's view was on the child 

labour situation in Ghana and as well whether in making their contributions to the Act 

they realised in hindsight that they were a bit removed from the real situation? I 

interviewed the officer responsible for Children's legislations. The interview focused on 

four central issues: (a) what motivated the adoption of the Children's Act 1998 in Ghana? 

(b) Are there any obvious indications of local concern for child labour? (c) How is the 

notion of children's rights expressed in local languages in Ghana? (d) Has the Children's 

Act 1998 helped reduce child labour in Ghana? 
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The Attorney General's Department quite readily intimated that the motivation for the 

adoption of the Children's Act 1998 was the international convention and the 

Constitution of Ghana 1992. It was admitted that the genesis of the Act is particularly the 

International Convention(s) on Children's Rights, the provisions of which were copied 

into the Constitution 1992. So far there seems to be no argument about the noble aims of 

the state in signing up for implementing children's rights in the country. Even when it has 

been noted that the CRC is an example of the universal application of western ideals 

there is still a general acceptance of it leading to near universal ratification. Yet, two 

things are noteworthy here; in developed countries where the rights culture is fairly well 

entrenched to the extent that children's rights are implementable, the rights agenda 

started often with a rights movement from below. However, poor African countries like 

Ghana are starting from above but even further away from the state level at the global 

stage. Without a grassroots movement, can the child protection agenda emanate from the 

children's rights agenda meaningfully? Secondly, has Ghana as much as other states in 

Africa the political will and the financial clout to support a rights based approach or is it 

going to be supported at the global level to bear the cost of a rights based approach to 

protecting children? Until the state is in a position to implement the law and support 

children and families in need as well as cause successful social change, the efforts 

towards improving or reducing child labour in Ghana are likely to be ineffective. As a 

signatory to the CRC, it was incumbent on the republic to enact domestic legislation to 

reflect the convention. 

The Attorney General's Department made the important acknowledgement that in the 

Ghanaian cultural system, child work was an acceptable practice, but it was important to 

safeguard against the exploitation of children, that is why the yardstick is the health, 

education and development of children. This reflects a phenomenon, which is widespread 

in many households where domestic labour in the form of economic activity is prevalent 

(ILO/IPEC, 2004)85. The boundaries between culture and economics are blurring, making 

85 Domestic labour according to ILO 's definition is "household tasks performed as an economic activity in 
the household of a third person by adults and children over the minimum working age (ie work that could 

217 



it difficult to satisfy one need exclusive of the other. It was therefore regarded as training 

for a child to understand that he or she was to contribute to the household by selling for 

example bread after work or performing household chores or doing something to bring in 

some income to the home. This is the big challenge that drafters of the Children's Act, 

1998 had to face. Drafters were mindful of the child's rights to survive and this was 

weighed against exploitation. 

The Department was also of the view that notwithstanding the genesis of children's rights 

in Ghana being from above, a lot of awareness has been created about child trafficking 

through advocacy work by some organizations. The 'Trokosi' or ritual enslavement 

involving the girl child is another area of rights concern, which has had a high level of 

exposure and certainly awareness and the initiative for that was not necessarily 

internationally driven. It was also added that awareness creation within the country led to 

the amendment of the criminal code to proscribe all forms of ritual enslavement, which 

includes child labour. However, no mention is made of local concern for other forms of 

child labour. Although there has been some obvious concern shown in the media for 

other forms of child labour, it is not a subject that has actually had a movement dealing 

with it. Rather, what has happened is unlike Trokosi, which had a big campaign involving 

the international Non Governmental Organisations partly because of the idea of 

enslavement, which hitherto, had been thought of as extinct in the country. Curiosity and 

disgust led the campaign, whereas other forms of child labour are seen as quite normal 

practices, not evoking the same level of disgust that Trokosi has. 

It was also intimated that child labour was nothing new in Ghana, because the people live 

with it everyday making it obvious to all. The respondent added rather importantly that 

during the child review exercise a catholic priest who worked with street children 

educated members of the committee about the child's need to survive. He wanted 

be regarded as 'employment' whether or not covered by national labour law). Usually excludes domestic 
chores carried out by members of the family. On the other hand, child domestic labour is domestic labour 
undertaken by children under the minimum legal working age. However, this definition also covers 
children above the minimum age but under the age of 18 under slavery-like conditions of work, hazardous 
or other exploitative conditions of work 
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standardslipec/publldownload/cdl 2004 helpinghands en.pdf 
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committee members to be mindful of that when drafting the Act. According to the 

respondent "to proscribe child labour in the Ghanaian environment will not be realistic" 

It became clear that drafting the Children's Act was a big challenge as efforts were being 

made to comply with international obligations while at the same time being mindful of 

the local situation. 

The fact that people are aware of child labour does not make it a problem. The 

government has legislated against child labour therefore making child labour a problem. 

However, it is still not clear whether the people of Ghana see it as a problem or 

problematic enough to use the services available to remedy the problem. Obviously the 

awareness creation effort has not yielded the desired results of eliminating or reducing 

child labour. It appears the implementers of the law are still not aware of the problem 

well enough to carry out their duties. 

The Attorney General's Department admitted that there was no equivalent translation for 

the expression, children's rights. It can be argued that generally African's and Ghanaian's 

for that matter do not speak the language of rights? In Odinkalu's (2002 p.3) postulation, 

in spite of the success in the struggle of the anti-apartheid and anti colonial movements in 

Africa, which sparked off human rights movements the struggle for rights especially 

children's rights still suffers from a lack zeal and power. Odinkalu (PA) adds, "People 

will struggle for their rights whether or not the language of human rights is accessible to 

them. But they will not build their struggle around human rights unless that language and 

those who wish to popularise it speak directly to their aspirations and survival." If the 

language of human rights still is not clearly defined for adults who can enforce it, how 

will children's rights which is enforced on behalf of children then be implemented when 

the adults do not even have the language of rights clear in their minds? Are children's 

rights worth pursing in Africa then? Is there any chance of success? No matter what the 

level of knowledge of the law is, it is imperative that there is a movement that channels 

the frustrations of children and families into articulate demands through the use of 

language understood by the local people without losing the essence of the core issues in 
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children's rights, supposedly universal, which will evoke a response from the political 

process. 

Quite obviously, Ghana's international obligations suffered limitations due to poverty, 

cultural practices and the mismatch in local practice vis-a.-vis international norms. 

However, to combat child labour, the Ghana government had started streamlining law 

and policy to accomplish this task. Education and labour are two areas with clear-cut 

objectives. 

With the CRC, 1989 ratified, the Ghana National Commission on Children became the 

coordinating organisation driving the agenda to publicise the CRC as well as facilitating 

the process needed to give effect to the provisions of the CRC. As a signatory to the 

convention, there was an obligation to fulfil its tenets. This was even more important 

because the furore that had erupted as a result of international concern about the 

exploitation of working children in many poor countries especially in Asia, which 

included among others the sweatshops protests and the Nike shoes protests. Through 

these protests the world was awakened to some harsh realities of the working children 

used to produce some of the goods that were made available to the consumer. What is 

more important is the fact that this sudden realisation by civil society groups around the 

world as well as the ordinary consumer didn't only lead to protests but also led to boycott 

of the various goods that these alleged child labourers were said to have produced. The 

implications of these developments to the economy of many poor countries were quite 

severe as governments such as the United States also begun to send signals to countries 

such as Indonesia etc that they stood to loose from the state of affairs as the US was 

considering instituting sanctions for allowing child labour to be perpetuated (Bessel, S. 

1999 p.I). At the same time the onus was on countries such as Ghana, which were 

signatories to the CRC, 1989 to act as required by the convention. Article 44 of the 

Convention requires that State parties report on measures they have instituted to give 

effect to child rights within a time frame of two years after of their adherence to the 

convention. 

220 



In April 2000 Tengey and Oguaah (2002) report that the government of Ghana signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding on Child Labour and ratified ILO Convention 182, 1999 

on the Worst Forms of Child Labour. This new convention seemed to have filled in a 

void created by the resistance to the implementation of international standards but 

through C 182 the worst forms of child labour were targeted, thereby enabling a phased 

approach to the elimination of child labour (Bjerne and Gironde, 2004). At best it can be 

said that signing a new agreement only seemed to have strengthened Ghana's resolve to 

tackle the menace of child labour. Prior to the C 182 there was the ILO Convention 13 8, 

1973 which also stipulates in Article 2(1) "Each member who ratifies this Convention, in 

a declaration appended to its ratification, shall specify a minimum age for work within its 

territory and on means of transport registered its territory; subject to Article 4 and 8 of 

this convention, no one under that age shall be admitted to employment or work in any 

occupation." Article 2(3) "The minimum age specified in pursuance of paragraph 10fthis 

article shall not be less than the age of compulsory schooling, and, in any case, shall not 

be less than 15 years." Free compulsory education up to a minimum age before entering 

into employment is a key to prevention of child labour. 

The concepts of free compulsory basic education complemented by a minimum age for 

employment together seemed to have gained grounds both locally and internationally. It 

is clear that for the law to be effective the two must complement each other. However, 

with the few places available in formal employment it remains questionable how these 

ideas were going to be implemented since the absence of formal employment is a de­

motivating factor. 

The Child Labour Unit of the Labour Department of Ghana is probably the only 

government institution in Ghana with sole responsibility for child labour. The focus of 

this interview as with other officials was on views on child labour in Ghana. The main 

questions in this interview were the reasons for adopting the Children's Act, 1998, and 

how concepts like child labour and children's rights are expressed in the local languages. 

Another question asked was "what is the level of government's commitment to this?" 
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This was to ascertain how much resources and attention government had put into dealing 

with child labour. 

The response indicated that The Children's Act was adopted because of motivation from 

above (UN Convention, ILO Convention and African Charter). However, the Child 

Labour Unit also indicated that the prohibition of child labour had been on the statutes of 

Ghana since the 1960s the respondent indicated that child labour was conceived of then 

but because of the socialization process it was largely ignored by the majority. The point 

was made also that even though the motivation had come from above it should be 

recognised that the ILO is a tripartite organisation and therefore had the input of all 

countries like Ghana after much consultation. Since its inception much progress has been 

made as there are signs of change in people's understanding of what constitutes work. 

The respondent emphasised that they had discovered that domestic work was one area of 

work which many didn't consider to be work. This has affected the general idea of child 

work as working in the home could not in their opinion be child labour. The ILO/IPEC 

office also invited me to fully participate in the workshop on commercial sexual 

exploitation in Ghana where I met a lot of stakeholders in the efforts to eliminate child 

labour of some sort. 

All respondents agreed that child labour is obvious to the extent that it is overwhelming. 

Child labour according to the police is obvious in the streets. Common instances cited 

were parents using their children as assistants in their businesses (e.g. beggars), children 

helping parents in the quarries or children who are employed by other people to work for 

them in the mines or quarries. The police also added that they are aware of child labour in 

the markets. The respondent at the Women and Juvenile Unit mentioned the 'Kayayee' 

phenomenon, which notably involves children who carry loads, which are not appropriate 

to their ages. These children are also out of school and do not have opportunities. In 

addition, the police claimed that there is child labour in the agricultural sector and in the 

fishing industry. To the second question there was a general consensus that there was 

hardly any implementation by the police. Further to this it was admitted that the police 

generally are not proactive. It was added "We do not get up and set up ourselves against 
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certain criminality, we sit down and wait for reports." In response to the third question, 

are there any problems making it difficult to implement the law, the response indicated: 

"It's been part and parcel of our culture so no one walks into any legal office to 

complain." "It's been around for a long time." "No one arrests people for using children, 

as beggar's assistants." "Children's Act is not effective." The police also indicated that 

they had logistical problems and also did not have the numbers to adequately police all 

the borders and barriers to even stop an act like child trafficking. Incidentally, child 

trafficking was one area where the police had some success. Even then they identified 

that there had been relative success in rescuing children with very few arrests being 

made. They also admitted that many parents whose children they have rescued from such 

situations do not agree their children were being exploited. Such parents believed their 

children had been taken away for a better life and were unhappy that their children had 

been rescued because that meant a return to poverty. 

They all admitted that in their work as law enforcement officers, they have not come 

across any proper translation for the concept of children's rights in the local languages. 

At best specific cases or scenarios could be described to illustrate the idea of children's 

rights. When challenged that such a situation did not convey the idea of children's rights 

quite well and that children especially did not understand what it all meant, the police 

admitted that seemed to be the case, anyway. The whole concept quite well understood at 

the global level, strangely doesn't seem to translate quite easily in the local languages in 

Ghana. It emerged from interviewing the police that child labour continued to persist 

because no one seemed to report cases of exploitation of children in the labour market 

apart from cases of sexual abuse. It was also remarked that there is some hesitation about 

reporting cases involving children because in many cases these children are forced to go 

back and live with the reported parent or guardian, a situation that makes could worsen 

the plight of the child. 
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6.1.3 Anti-poverty policy and social development. 

To understand fully the approach to combat child labour it is important to look into 

Ghana's development goals and policies to achieve that goal. Ghana's recent general 

development strategies have been captured in projects such as the Vision 2020, which is a 

long term development program with medium term strategies. The first step (1996-2000) 

was a development vision to lead Ghana into middle income status (Gyimah-Boadi E. 

and Asante R, 2003) and the Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Program (I-PRSP), 2000 

- 2002 which followed this. Due to institutional weaknesses, these programs did not 

achieve the aims for which they were set and therefore led to the institution of a new 

program, Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy, which is currently ongoing. 

After independence Ghana suffered great political instability, widespread corruption in 

the economy and a critical liquidity crisis (English 1999). This situation was particularly 

rife in the early 1980s due to a cocktail of problem and this led to poverty (ibid). The 

poor economic state and especially the financial crisis that arose notably in 1983, which 

was compounded by the deportation of Ghanaians in Nigeria required some interventions 

and organisations such as the IMF and World Bank came in to assist the government of 

Ghana to deal with the situation. 1983 was therefore the beginning of the Economic 

Recovery Program (ERP), which was followed by a Structural Adjustment Program 

(SAP). The implementations of these programs though commended because of some 

successes have also been identified as the cause of stagnating poverty, if not increasing 

poverty (English, 1999 p.9.). Child labour is a phenomenon, which is very evident 

wherever there is poverty. 

The acknowledgement of the obvious difficulties that these programs had brought also 

spun of programs such as the Program of Action to Mitigate the Social Cost of 

Adjustment, P AMSCAD86
, by the government of Ghana in 1988. The SAP and ERP are 

said to have widened the gap between the rich and the poor and P AMSCAD, a rather 

86 P AMSCAD was the Program of Action to Mitigate the Cost of Adjustment which the Government of 
Ghana started to tackle poverty which had resulted from the adjustment programs introduced as part of 
economic reforms started in 1983 
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belated government interventionist measure which was to ameliorate an already bad 

situation caused by the ERPISAP was also short-lived. The question at stake is, did 

PAMSCAD do anything to tackle child labour? The ERPISAP recorded positive rates of 

growth averaging 5% annually; however there was only a slight decline in poverty levels 

and it is even estimated that poverty levels in some areas particularly increased (Britwum 

et aI., 2001 p.16.). The SAP/ERP led to austere measures, which resulted in some wage­

cuts, price hikes and lay-offs. This caused considerable difficulty for a lot of people but 

particularly the poor on whom it is said the cost of adjustment fell rather 

disproportionately (Barwa, 1995). Various policies were put in place in a bid to mitigate 

the social cost of adjustment. The main objectives of PAMSCAD were a) to generate and 

accelerate employment in both rural and urban areas and b) to provide a credit line to 

small scale enterprises through a revolving fund (Barwa, S.D. 1995 pA) 

Clearly, the government of Ghana in dealing with the difficulties caused by the ERP/SAP 

did not recognise child labour or child poverty as an important problem needing any 

significant government intervention. The disadvantage here is that in tackling poverty, 

children are often not targeted. It is their parents/guardians and household leaders who 

are targeted and dealt with. As a result no specific mention is made of the plight of 

children as a direct consequence of the SAP/ERP. It is the adults who are usually 

identified as being affected by government policy and as a result most policies are 

directed towards adults. 

Child labour is an indicator of poverty or extreme poverty, but so far it has only been of 

residual importance in poverty studies in Ghana, and not a mainstream issue.87 The focus 

of structural adjustment is obviously not for poverty alleviation but for macroeconomic 

stabilisation, hence its inability to adequately address the social sector. While it may have 

benefits in the long-run, the long run benefits expected from SAP policies were actually 

the Keynesian long-run by which time everyone might be dead (Sowah, 2002). In dealing 

with child labour there is therefore no luxury of time as the cycle of poverty would 

87 See statistical table of the State of the World's Children 2004. The majority of poor countries had a high 
incidence of child labour 

225 



perpetuate itself unless there is some intervention by the state or other actors to influence 

change. The idea that things would work out in the long-run if growth is targeted in 

development programs is insufficient to cater for the urgent needs of child labourers 

today. 

This called for a second look at the short-run cost of adjustment and the expected long­

run benefits. The idea of adjustment with a human face therefore surfaced through the 

instrumentality of some NGOs and UN Organisations (Smith 1989 p.899). This new state 

of affairs has brought about a change in thinking in the World Bank and IMF resulting in 

a new commitment to fight poverty. It therefore has brought about a focus on Poverty 

Reduction Programs in its new development initiatives. 

In 2000, world leaders from about 189 countries met in New York to discuss the new 

millennium. At the end of the summit a declaration was adopted setting an agenda for the 

new millennium. This was the Millennium Development Goals (MDG)88, which is a 

development agenda with a focus on poverty alleviation. This development agenda has a 

global perspective to issues such as education, health, human rights, peace and security 

and poverty reduction and therefore calls on developed donor countries to support this 

global development agenda. The 8 development goals to be fulfilled by 2015 are as 

follows: 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

2. Achieve universal primary education 

3. Promote gender equality and empower women 

4. Reduce child mortality 

5. Improve maternal health 

6. Combat HIV / AIDs, malaria and other diseases 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability 

8. Develop a global partnership for development. 

88 http://www.un.orglmillenniumgoals / 
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After consultation with donor organisations, the Inter Ministerial Consultative Committee 

on poverty and the UNDP, the government introduced the Ghana Vision 2020 document, 

which laid out the government's developmental goals. In it poverty reduction had been 

made a mainstream issue (IMF a).89 Vision 2020 is a phased developmental program, 

which begins with the Medium Term Development Policy Framework (1996 - 2000) and 

a Medium Term Development Plan (1997 - 2000). The First Step (1996-2000), which is 

the Medium-Term Development Framework was indeed a comprehensive development 

policy document containing a co-ordinated program of economic and social development 

policies pursued in the first five years. Did the issue of child labour/child poverty feature 

in the medium term development framework? Notably, Poverty Reduction Strategies 

were included in these first steps (1996-2000), which featured the following (Ghana 

Vision 2020-1): i) promoting accelerated economic growth with equity through the 

pursuit of sound macro-economic policies which emphasise employment generation; ii) 

strengthening the agricultural sector by introducing more modem farming methods and 

marketing practices to increase yields and income; iii) increasing human capital in order 

to create a more educated trained and healthy labour force; iv) gradually developing firm 

targets for poverty reduction and improving the data base on poverty with the view to 

ensuring more effective poverty programming and targeting. In the past, child labour had 

been addressed mainly through labour law reform and education policy, but it is now 

within a national development agenda. It is worth mentioning at this point that the 

addition of poverty alleviation as a strategy in itself, within the short term is crucial in 

addressing the child labour problem because other target areas such as education policy 

or law reform have only long term effects while in the short term the reality of poverty 

has to be dealt with. 

The government's Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (2000-2002) is aimed at 

protecting the poor from the harsh effects of its macroeconomic program and an 

extension of the P AMSCAD program of the previous government (Killick and Abugri, 

2001 p 8). Education policy was among the social sector policies that directly dealt with 

child labour with emphasis on increasing enrolment in primary education and closing the 

89 http://www.imf.org/extemallnp/pfp/1999/ghanaiindex.htm [accessed 24.2.08] 
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gender gap in primary education. There was however very little reference to child labour 

in the document, which is perhaps evidence that, yet still, the place of child labour as a 

matter of concern to the government of Ghana is not very high. In the Comprehensive 

Development Framework Program (CDF)9o, Ghana identifies key challenges to education 

which are low admission rates and teacher absenteeism among other things. To deal with 

these problems the CDF proposes a policy to motivate teachers to take up teaching posts 

in deprived rural areas and policies to increase enrolment particularly of girls. It has no 

policy to deal with elimination of child labour although it has a policy on poverty and 

culture all of which can be considered either immediate or remote causes of low 

enrolment in schools. It is no good solving the problem with teachers without tackling 

some of the problems that children have. 

6.1.4 Multilateral and Non-Governmental Agencies and the Child Labour Agenda 

UNICEF and the ILO/IPEC are two multilateral (tripartite organizations) that have been 

directly involved in dealing with child labour in Ghana. While UNICEF deals with issues 

pertaining to the welfare and rights of children, the ILO/IPEC specifically deals with 

labour issues regarding children. In interviews with both UNICEF and the ILO/IPEC, it 

was acknowledged that the idea of child labour in the context of children's rights is an 

issue from above, however they also argued that change is necessary in order address 

child labour, and suggest that even though such change may be from above it only served 

as a trigger for change from below. While on the one hand it's been argued that there is 

pressure from above, involving multilateral organizations such as UNICEF and ILO, as 

well as pressure from western industrialized nations, the ILO/IPEC also argued in the 

interview that such pressure does not leave poor developing countries entirely without 

any choice. This has, for example, been demonstrated so far, in Ghana not choosing to 

ratify ILO Convention 138 on minimum age of employment. 

90 Comprehensive Development Framework (CDF) is a long term holistic development objective that 
involves a partnership between developing and developed countries with the developing countries taking 
ownership and directing the agenda with the World Bank and other partners providing their support. The 
emphasis in the CDF is the interdependence of all elements of development such as the social, economic, 
governance etc. and it is aimed at reducing poverty, inequity and improving opportunity in the in low and 
middle income countries. 
http://web. worldbank.orglWB SITE/EXTERN ALIPROJECTS/STRA TEGIE S/CDF /O"pagePK: 6044 7~theS i 
tePK:140576,00.htrnl [accessed 16.3.05] 
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Multilateral organizations in Ghana have played leading roles in the child labour agenda. 

The ILO for example has been involved through the International Programme for the 

Elimination of Child Labour (lPEC) program which was started in 1992. The Ghana 

office of ILO/IPEC provides technical support for the government's implementation of 

the 'time bound' program, which is based on ILO C182. This is being done through the 

provision of technical support against the worst forms of child labour and child 

trafficking. IPEC assists in the process of mobilizing resources through direct contact 

with donor agencies at country level, provides information on donor, technical input and 

know-how for producing technical input and know-how for producing documentation. 

Official's at a local non-governmental organization, Todays Choices, argued that one of 

the dilemmas faced by officials is the extent to which some of the targets set at the global 

level are indeed unrealistic. Considering that most of the regions within the country are at 

different levels of development and have different levels of resources, they argued that it 

seemed unrealistic to expect, for example, to eradicate extreme poverty and cut world 

poverty in half by 2015 under MDG targets. Some officials were generally skeptical 

about the commitment of government officials to the goals set in the child labour agenda 

because although they worked hard to implement programs, there was an atmosphere of 

suspicion that the political will needed to accomplish such goals had all too often been 

disappointing. From my observation local NGOs required support to build structures that 

would help them offer a better service. Today's Choices as an organization, for example 

needs to put in place checks and balances to help protect children in their care, who have 

been rescued from prostitution. The absence of such checks and balances left too much 

room for abuse. Clearly lacking was child protection policies and guidelines for staff 

outlining responsibilities and duties towards the children in their care. The ILO/IPEC 

Ghana program for example argued that the government needed to show its commitment 

to enforcing what it described as a comprehensive legal framework for children in Ghana. 

Such commitment would be demonstrated if there is, for example, effective monitoring of 

the work of organizations that are directly involved in child protection, and make the 

global concern more of a local reality. 
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In outlining its program in Ghana, the ILO/IPEC program indicated that it had a Time­

Bound Project (TBP) of support for the Worst Forms of Child Labour (WFCL) and the 

LUTREANA project on child trafficking. The Time-Bound project specifically has two 

objectives which include, promoting a conducive environment at the national level for the 

elimination of the WFCL, and the scaling-up of models of intervention at the local level. 

These strategies were designed to be mutually exclusive, with the following objectives: 

• Supporting a comprehensive framework on child labour and providing technical 

capacity for central and local government and non-governmental agencies to deal 

effectively with child labour. 

• Enhancing the national legal framework on child labour and enforcement of the 

law. 

• Social mobilization through awareness raIsmg, community participation and 

networking. 

• Providing alternatives in education and vocational skills training 

• Promoting research on child labour 

• Providing direct support for affected children and families. 

6.2 Some shortcomings in the policies on education, labour and poverty. 

In making policy to eliminate child labour it is important to look at the problem 

holistically. It should be noted that school enrolment or attendance may be low because 

there is no access due to distance or no school in the area. Parents might find it of no use 

sending their children to school due to the low quality of education offered which they 

would see as a waste of their children's time or schools may be suffering overcrowding, 

inadequate teachers or apathetic teachers which some parents may find unreasonable in 

comparison with the skills that they might learn for example in agriculture if the children 

stay at home (Siddiq and Patrinos HCWOP 56). Siddiq and Patrinos also add that 

parental education goes a long way to influence school enrolment and attendance and 
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seem to overlook the importance of the poverty factor. Whether real or a mere excuse to 

enable their children to drop out of school in order to become free labour hands the 

poverty factor is used as the foremost reason for failure to attend school and this was 

clear in all my interviews. Where poverty is a real issue then attendance would at best be 

irregular and achievement as illustrated by Heady (2000) would also be very poor. 

It has come to a point where there must be a realization by officials and policy makers 

that so far policy on education is not yielding the desired results in curbing child labour in 

Ghana. As many children combine work and study, it has been concluded that the effect 

of work on the reading ability of children attending school is substantial (Heady 2000 

p.27). In addition, not many school graduates are finding employment when they leave 

school because there is a very small formal sector to absorb them, and the returns to 

education in terms of future income, employment and social advancement are low (Bass 

2004 p.l 06). There is a need to reconsider the possibility of making education more 

exciting and relevant to suit children in different contexts. For example, to forestall any 

diversion of interest from academic concerns towards work, it is imperative that school 

curricula are redesigned to stimulate children's interests without necessarily discouraging 

work. This current state of affairs is also not an incentive especially to parents to send 

their children to school because the opportunity cost to them is too high (Canagarajah and 

Coloumbe 1997 p.lO). There is concern about the quality of education, teacher 

absenteeism and lack of teachers particularly in rural communities, and the practice 

whereby teachers want pupils to work on their farms in return for teaching them (ibid.). If 

parents are acting as consumers in the market for education, then they are likely to make 

rational choices that will bring the greatest benefit to them and their households. The high 

opportunity cost, for example, has been stated as reason why parents in rural areas refuse 

to send their children to school (ibid). They will only make the choice of educating their 

children in a way that would in the end be useful to them immediately and less 

expensively. 

The challenge here is for government in making policy to look into making education 

attractive not just for the sake of it, because it is here dealing with a consumer who has to 
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make a choice. Instead it should be aimed at demonstrating that education is beneficial to 

the child, family and community so that parents would strive together with their children 

to enroll and remain in school and work towards achievements. Interpreting parent's 

behaviour in this manner is more useful than looking at them as a problem impeding 

government policy on education and not supporting the teachers and staff in educating 

their children. Unless the quality of education and the returns thereof improve 

significantly to attract parents to send their children to school, it would be hard to break 

the current situation where investments in education are not yielding the desired results. 

6.2.1 Redefining Ghana's objectives on child labour 

The objectives set out by Ghana in its campaign against child labour are generally laid 

out in the constitution of the country as well as the Children's Act, 1998. It is generally in 

conformity with the CRC, 1989 and the Africa Charter of the Rights of the child. This 

sets the tone for any work on child labour. However, because of the challenges that local 

reality poses to international norms it requires redefinition in order to afford a more 

realistic approach to it. A realistic approach would be to recognise the limitations that 

culture poses to the wholesale acceptance and implementation of international norms. 

This would require the co-operation of all stakeholders to avoid a situation where 

officials are hesitant to implement the law as indicated by the police. The police 

established their dilemma, as they were tom between the global ideal of children's rights 

and the local reality of Ghana's ill resourced social services. A child who is reported to 

social services for suffering exploitation from an adult could easily be the subject of 

social protection in a developed country like the UK, however, the same cannot be said of 

Ghana (Laird 2002 p.895). In the interviews conducted, the police intimated that it was a 

problem for instance, to arrest a parent who was reported for exploiting a child, because 

that child had to return to the parents afterwards. They argued that such a child had to 

deal with the wrath of the parents and sometimes the rest of the family. In such situations, 

the rights of the child suffer even more because the state does not provide the resources to 

ensure the rights of the child are realized. The re-definition of the issues concerning child 

labour therefore needs to be balanced with comprehensively financing social services, in 
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order to cater for vulnerable children. Addressing child labour from a rights perspective is 

not cheap, as it requires funding to make it a reality. 

6.2.2 Redefining concepts 

To tackle child labour in Ghana, it is important to redefine some of the issues that would 

enable a better understanding of the issues that influence policy making. As part of this 

research, the GNCC in an interview indicated that the loose definition of child labour 

makes it rather ambiguous, especially when the realities that ordinary people have to face 

are taken into consideration. This was reiterated by officials of IPEC who indicated "it's 

a case of clarity of the concepts and definitions and how to align them to socio-cultural 

norms." The way out of the ambiguity was to focus on exploitative or the worst forms of 

child labour, which leaves little doubt about what child labour really is. They argued that, 

"where the worst forms of child labour are emphasized, the harmful effects become 

more evident and as a result Ghanaian society becomes clearly against child labour. 

These people then begin to believe that children ideally should not work, although 

the reality of the day to day lives of these children forces them to work even 

without coercion from their families." 

The GNCC's argument is plausible because they illustrate that locally the idea of children 

working particularly in the home is a necessary part of the socialization process in many 

homes. 

"If I have six members of my household being 16 years of age, are you saying the 

sixteen year old boys cannot work on the farm? Some chores in the home like 

emptying the bin, are duties for the youngest child in the home. These duties 

increase as the child grows older to the extent that if the parents of the child are 

'kenkey' producers, the child gets to a stage where he/she would not only empty 

bins but be able to help even more by moulding the 'kenkey'." 
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"For many people, the loose definition of child labour is unacceptable. This is so 

because work is part and parcel of the process of bringing up children. If you go to 

a fishing town, you find fishermen want their children to become fishermen and 

they believe if their children don't start going fishing at an early age they would not 

know how to fish. A parent who tried to send his child to school instead of work 

realised that after graduating from JSS his son could not go on the canoe" 

Respondents also added that a parent in a similar situation concluded that this meant his 

child was useless and lazy. When the contrast is drawn between work and harmful work, 

it is possible there would be a greater level of understanding and appreciation of the 

problem at the local level. The problem with emphasis on the worst forms of child labour 

however is, the tendency to miss out on all the domestic child labour because particularly 

where they are non-economic activities outside the public sphere, such as elderly and 

child care responsibilities that some children are saddled with at an early age. This is 

particularly important because in a bid to define child labour, the GNCC in an interview 

set out a hypothetical case by claiming that child labour is not about children assisting 

their parents to work. They argued that it is important to note that about 45% of the 

population lives on less than 1 dollar a day while more than half the population of Ghana 

is made up of children. To be realistic, a situation like this means that where there are, for 

example, 14, 15, 16 year olds in the family and they can make a contribution to the 

family income, who will suggest that they should not be allowed to work. It's a matter 

between destitution and survival. The respondent also argued that s(87) of the Children's 

Act, 1998 reveals that a child is not prohibited from working unless the nature of work is 

detrimental to his/her health, education or development. With the emphasis on harmful 

work, is it possible that domestic work which is easily overlooked but which is the largest 

sector engaging children in work (GSS 2003 p.81), could be causing the most harm, 

especially to the government's education program? 

To put the definition of child labour in proper perspective, child labour can be 

conveniently defined as work that is detrimental to the health and development of a child. 

According to s(87) of the Children's Act, any child of 13 years can engage in light work. 
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The GNCC argued that in Accra there are many segments of child labour. The large 

majority of children work because they have to survive, but among them are those who 

want to support themselves through school. Azumah, a 26 year old worker at the quarry 

recounted his experience. "I loved school, and the only way I could continue was to work 

hard so that I could pay my fees and look after myself. I had to be very tough and my 

teacher encouraged me. I managed to complete secondary school and went to the 

polytechnic and studied marketing. Now I want to go to the university to obtain a 

degree." The GNCC argued that "some of the children take on adult responsibilities such 

as looking after younger siblings." There are child workers who have migrated from other 

parts of the country, with parents giving their blessing in the belief that these children 

will send some money back home to support their younger siblings. There are other 

children, for example those in the Kaukudi area of Nima who sell goods along the road 

usually do not need the money for survival. The priority for such children is to be able to 

pay for some luxuries such as going to the movies at night. These facts have not been 

verified, however they go to illustrate that there are different motivations for work among 

children, which is in contrast also to the 'Kayayee' (market porters), who migrate to the 

capital to work, in order to earn and save some money towards their dowries, which is a 

cultural necessity (Beauchemin 1999 pA 7). 

6.2.3 Child Protection and Poverty Reduction 

Under the socio-economic circumstances that most children in Ghana grow up, what sort 

of intervention is needed to deal appropriately with child labour? Considering that many 

children are involved in domestic work, which is not considered one of the worst forms 

of child labour, it is important to direct efforts towards the protection of children, not 

from their families but from the socio-economic circumstances that conspire against , 

effective familial support (Laird 2002 p.899). Poverty reduction in Ghana therefore needs 

to be addressed by mainstreaming social protection to alleviate the plight of the very 

vulnerable. Social protection may come in the form of Social Insurance, Social 

Assistance and Child Protection. However, investing specifically in child protection 

under social protection may prove to be one of the most efficient and most sustainable 
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steps to poverty alleviation. (Crawford, 2001 p.543). There is a need for interventions 

covering a wide range of areas both preventive and curative. This should be done to 

correspond with the provisions often made for the elderly such as pensions, hospices, 

geriatric hospitals and some form of supported living arrangements often found in 

developed countries (ibid). Crawford has argued that the poor are often excluded from 

such provisions for the elderly, and because children have not contributed to schemes 

such as the pension funds they are seen as an added cost to the system. In Africa, typified 

by the Ghanaian case, social protection arrangements such as pensions are beneficial to a 

small minority who work in the formal sector. The case for children is worse because 

there is no such system in place at all. The plight of poor children is therefore worse 

because they are solely dependent on parents who cannot support them. Policies should 

be put in place to ensure healthy nutrition of all from infancy through adolescence, to cut 

down mortality for children under 5 years, but also to continue through adolescence 

especially in schools to ensure a healthy population. Not intervening beyond the early 

years risks compounding early social disadvantage because many children from deprived 

backgrounds may be denied the opportunity to start on an even plane. It is therefore not 

only an obligation to protect children through interventions but also the only way in 

which cost benefit can be achieved and economic security for future generations 

advanced (Crawford, p.522). 

An important point raised by the Commission for Africa, which was set up by Tony Blair 

acknowledges the enormous importance of culture. The report is premised on the 

submission by a member of the commission that ideas and actions not premised on the 

cultures of Africa will not work. It therefore devotes a whole chapter to the wisdom of 

this warning by illustrating how culture impacts on all areas of policy making and this is 

well illustrated with an example from Somaliland on the use of the Tol, a traditional 

system of justice which has been working alongside the modem system of justice. 

"Few in Somaliland doubt that the continued existence of the old system, and 

its elevation to an instrument of government as a check on the 

democratically-elected house, is a key component in the relative stability of 
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Somaliland. Such a hybrid system is not one that a political theorist might 

have invented given a blank sheet of paper. But it is one with its mix of 

African and other systems of governance, which clearly works." 

(Commission for Africa Report, 2005 p.123) 

Traditional forms of social protection and particularly child protection are arranged 

through informal support systems. In contrast to the provisions of the CRC which 

positions children as recipients of social support, children in many poor developing 

countries are the embodiment of social protection. With no state support system, there is 

heavy reliance on community, religious organisations and kin groups but without legal 

obligation on anyone to take responsibility. Children for example run errands for adults; 

become the subject of fostering arrangements within the family for the care of elderly 

members or other younger children. In countries like Ghana, there is an urgent need to 

step up child protection, so that children who are not being supported either by the 

household because of poverty, parental irresponsibility, family breakdown or truancy are 

protected by the state. The weakening traditional support systems require a robust social 

welfare system that would help prop up the eroding traditional arrangements and a dual 

formal state system to act as a safety net to protect the lot of African children. It is 

imperative that traditional systems of welfare are therefore supported and complimented 

with a state welfare system that is based on rights. This requires a great push that would 

include, doubling aid levels (p.64), financing increases in aid, 100% debt cancellation 

(p.16) and improving radically the quality of aid. These require the political will both at 

the global and national levels to make the great push a reality. 

6.3 Alternative Approaches to Child labour 

The UK under Prime Minister Tony Blair recently took bold steps ushering in of new 

initiatives in an effort to bring new life into the stuttering progress being made to resolve 

Africa's poverty debacle through setting up the Commission on Africa. This Commission 

was tasked to define the challenges facing Africa and to come out with recommendations 

and guidelines on how to support changes needed to reduce poverty. Child poverty 
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features quite prominently in the report that was produced by the Commission. In its 

comprehensive report it was quite clear that Africa's woes were deep and efforts to 

resolve these woes needed "a forceful response" (2005 p.82). For example it highlights 

the plight of orphans and vulnerable children some of whom are malnourished, hungry 

and many of whom die before the age of 5. It expresses concern about the likelihood that 

children living under such extreme poverty were going to continue the cycle of poverty if 

nothing was done to help them out of it. 

It is therefore important for the Africa Commission's report to admit the child labour 

problem because it is an obstacle to poverty alleviation, as it perpetuates the cycle of 

poverty. If indeed the membership of the commission is made up of a good number of 

individual Africans who are there because of their experience and resourcefulness, then 

perhaps it's also an indication of the perspective from Africa, where children's rights and 

welfare though important is viewed as a foreign concept that conflicts with culture and 

tradition. 

Some of the other important issues raised in the report are essential for general poverty 

alleviation especially if dealt with by factoring in issues regarding child poverty. Among 

the issues it raises is the fact that Africa cannot wait (2005 p.83), similar to the slogan in 

Ghana "the child cannot wait". This point is even more poignant when children's welfare 

and development is taken into consideration. Another point is good governance and 

security (2005 p.15). Recently, aid donors have emphasized the importance of good 

governance as a condition for aid and continue to lay emphasis on it (Singh 2002 p.300). 

This is because of the lost decade in Africa when the continent was dogged by warfare 

and various upheavals in the 1980s. The report also acknowledges the colonial past and 

the effects it's had on Africa today as a major contributor to the often chaotic 

environment of political, social and economic life in Africa (2005 p.24). Although a 

digression from the substantive issue of child labour, this point is important because it 

questions the ability of the state to manage the country's resources and to redistribute it in 

order to cater for the vulnerable and often exploited ones such as children. 
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The report also points out the importance of Africa playing a lead role in the massive 

efforts to push or rather pull Africa out of poverty (2005 p.64). Once again this seems to 

be in line with current thinking, particularly on the PRSPs. It does not mince words about 

the need for a massive infusion of aid and indeed it recommends a doubling of aid from 

2004 figures. Yet no amount is clearly laid out for comprehensive social security. African 

welfare systems clearly remain undefined and largely insecure and distinct from other 

welfare regimes in other regions of the world (Gough et al 2004). It recommends a 

bottom - up approach to policy making and implementation as opposed to a top- bottom 

approach. While this is commendable, Ghanaian society does not pretend child labour is 

absent, but does not seem alarmed because of the cultural expectation that children must 

be useful and hard work is a sign of their worth. If the results of studies such as the 

Heady (2000) study on effects of work on schooling are well publicized and the effect of 

work on school achievement are made known, there is likely to be a better government 

policy .. 

One area of policy that Ghana and other countries in Africa have not utilised adequately 

is cash transfers. Social assistance in the form of cash transfers are often financed by the 

state, or financed through non-governmental organisations. In Ghana, as in most 

developing countries, the absence of a statutory run social protection scheme to protect 

children especially at a time when government invests in education in order to increase 

enrolment through the FCUBE program makes the need for social assistance even more 

paramount in order to obtain maximum benefits from these investments. The need for 

free school meals for instance cannot be over-emphasised. Such social assistance will 

support education, health and nutrition policy objectives. Poor families will be 

encouraged to keep their children in school. While these forms of social assistance may 

be incorporated into the education and health policy and programs, it is imperative that 

there is co-ordination and co-operation between organisations involved in its 

implementation to bring maximum benefits to the beneficiaries. 

The report emphasizes the importance of Social Protection as another way of helping the 

poor, an area most governments in Africa, not least Ghana have not been able to embrace. 
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The report suggests social protection in the form of cash allowances paid by the state to 

widows, children and the elderly as well as non cash benefits like free basic healthcare 

and education, free school meals, employment guarantee schemes or skills training for 

poor people (2005 p.44). It also points out that evidence shows that cash allowances and 

non-cash benefits are a cheaper and cost-effective option than in fact responding to crisis. 

For example it states; 

"Attendance at school has increased to 90 per cent in Zambia since childcare 

grants of $6 a month were given to elderly carers of vulnerable children, and 

nutrition is improving. Including administration, this costs US $100 a year 

compared to US $250 a year for food aid. International donors need to back 

this type of shift in strategy and provide predictable funding for simple 

benefits on a larger scale. Donors should provide US $2 billion a year, in the 

first instance rising to US $5-$6 a year, for orphans and vulnerable children, 

including rescued child soldiers. The money should be paid through families 

and communities who look after 90 per cent of orphans. With the increasing 

burden of Aids this system will break down without support." (Africa 

Commission Report, 2005 pAS, 46) 

The case of cash transfers is made stronger by the argument that social protection is a 

right (p.44). As a right it can be claimed and there must be an obligating party that will 

respond positively to the claim. If Ghana is going to be speaking the language of rights 

then it must also live up to its responsibility of ensuring those rights enshrined in the 

constitution and other international conventions are upheld otherwise it begins to look 

like the state does not even believe in what it preaches. 

As demonstrated in programs like PROGRESA in Mexico and PETI in Brazil (J anvry et 

al. 2004; Bourguignon et al 2003), cash transfers can be very effective when well and 

carefully planned and implemented. Emphasis must be on targeting; research and 

consensus building to make highly formed policy decisions. Progresa is a new poverty 

alleviation program in Mexico which has been so successful that it has become a model 

for other anti-poverty intervention initiatives which are being replicated both in Latin 

2.+0 



America and Africa (Sridha and Duffield, 2006 p.17). Progresa is an acronym which 

stands for Programa N acional De Educacion, Salud y Alimentacion. There is also the 

Kalomo Pilot Social Cash Transfer project, which is a system of social protection in 

Zambia. Cash transfers have brought real improvements in health education and child 

nutrition to the rural poor (Schubert 2004 p.lO). The critical issue at stake here is the 

impact of cash transfers and whether they are important and innovative ways to intervene 

in child labour. Since they were launched, there have been significant changes, with 

children attending school longer, drop out rates falling, eating more diversified diets and 

receiving frequent health care (Barrientos and DeJong 2006 p.5642; Schubert 2004). 

Cash transfers enable households to manage risks, enhance assets and secure family 

cohesion. Cash transfers were also conditional on children attending school and indeed 

enrolment did increase. The effect of an unconditional cash transfer is estimated to be 

marginal, suggesting only a limited effect towards increasing child school enrolment and 

reducing child labour simultaneously (Skoufias and Parker, 2001 p3). As Skoufias and 

Parker have indicated, transfers conditional on school enrolment may have marginal 

benefits because not all kinds of work can be substituted with schooling (ibid.). 

Taking a cue from these programs, Ghana has also adopted a cash transfer system. It is 

estimated that in a pilot study on providing children in 40 of the most deprived districts in 

the country, there was a 14.5% increase in enrolment figures in pre-school in 2004 

(Adamu-Issah, Elden, Forson and Schrofer 2007 p.13). The success of this program led to 

the adoption of the capitation grant scheme in 2005 with a multi-sectoral focus. It 

intervenes simultaneously in education, health and nutrition because it replaces school 

fees with the capitation grant which is also complemented by a school feeding program 

(ibid).91 Improved nutrition has the potential to indirectly impact on education through 

improved attendance and performance, and poor nutrition has the potential to result in the 

reverse. A unique feature of cash transfer programs is the empowerment it provides 

women because it recognises mothers as efficient and effective resource managers 

capable of identifying and responding to the family's needs (Schubert 2004 p.7). Skoufias 

91 The World Food Program's (WFP) Ghana country program for 2006 - 2010, has for example, a school 

feeding program particularly in the north. 
http://www.wfp.org/country brieflindexcountry.asp?country=288 
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and Parker (2001 p.54) admit many questions remain unanswered. For example, they ask, 

"Is it not possible that cash transfers (conditional or unconditional) have a negative effect 

on the work incentives of adults?" They claim that from a welfare perspective, it is 

questionable whether poor families really benefit in the long-run from working less and 

having their children attending school. I contend that this is a challenge that all 

governments face and should not be the basis for ending such schemes. The effectiveness 

of an education system is a different issue altogether but should be aimed at making 

children functionally literate. 

Despite unanswered questions the idea seems laudable as it suggests cash transfers 

targeting children in poor households are an effective way of tackling poverty but they 

are currently underused in developing countries as a means to reduce poverty (Farrington 

and Slater, 2006 p.504). The fear of abusing the system does not merit the denial of a 

lifeline through cash transfers, hence Barrientos and Dejong (2006 p.542) view that cash 

transfers do not only reduce poverty but also supports household consumption and 

investment, increased enrolment in school, reduced child labour and benefited the 

household. 

6.3.1 Making Poverty History 

Cardoso and Souza (2004 p.4) reiterate the argument that from the data collected by 

organizations such as the World Bank and national governments it is strongly believed 

child labour is caused by poverty, although it may be argued that poverty does not 

explain the share of working children in Latin American countries. Notwithstanding this 

counter argument, it is a fact that there is a causal relationship between poverty and child 

labour. The massive effort towards the alleviation of poverty should therefore give some 

hope to the child labour agenda. Galvanized by prophets such as Jeffrey Sachs in his 

study for the United Nations and complemented by projects such as Tony Blair's 

Commission for Africa, the idea of poverty reduction has become a dominant theme in 

global policy making. Sachs reiterates that poverty is man made because poverty is the 

result of policy options that have been taken that impoverish some and enrich some 
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(Commission for Africa 2005, p.311). The Make Poverty History campaign focuses on 3 

areas. These are fair trade, debt relief and more aid. While these broad targets are 

important in saving children from starvation, labouring in the scorching sun it is not 

covered in-depth. It is fair to say that Make Poverty History is an effort to encourage 

political leaders and policy makers to act now through better global social policy and 

implementation. If the MDG's will be met, then the poorest of the poor will have to be 

targeted and this includes children, particularly child workers. In Sachs' (2005 p.311-

312) view, inasmuch as poverty is man-made poverty can be eradicated. However, where 

child labour is developed within a culture of poverty, then law and policy should be 

directed towards social change through wealth creation and social values about child 

protection including the rights of the child. Following Weber's ideas of protestant ethics 

and the spirit of capitalism, it may be argued that wealth and poverty are a reflection of 

societal values. This suggests that Africa owes its poverty to a dislike for work, 

suppression of individualism and irrationality (ibid.). But Sachs argues, virtually every 

society that was once poor has been castigated for being lazy and unworthy until its 

citizens became rich, at which point their new wealth was explained by their 

industriousness (ibid). Sachs concludes that cultural based explanations of the poverty 

situation are fragile and incorrect and pose problems because so far the evidence shows 

that cultures change with economic times and circumstances. It appears that cultural 

interpretations are made on the basis of prejudice than measurable evidence and indeed if 

Africans were lazy, why are so many children at work in the mines or out in the market 

selling all day or slaving in fishing villages doing dangerous work salvaging fishing nets 

from beneath the rivers for their masters almost to their own peril? Child labour is no 

evidence of laziness on the part of adults, but a serious mechanism for hardworking 

children and their families to surviving poverty. The question though is, is it possible to 

eradicate poverty, making it history? There is no doubt poverty can be significantly 

reduced, perhaps even eradicated as Sachs' (2005 p.226) contends. The problem is that a 

rights based approach to child labour eradication which is directed from above is 

unaccompanied by the global support needed to bring the structural changes that will help 

transform poor African states like Ghana through wealth creation and the accompanying 

social changes that will help save lives, educate children and generally improve the well 
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being of the family and society as a whole. Global actors cannot set standards, enforce 

these standards on poor countries without the needed support to make them 

implementable. 

6.4 Conclusion 

Child labour is an issue of global concern and has especially since the 1980's been on the 

agenda for global agenda. There have been protests against multinational companies such 

as NlKE because of the alleged involvement of children in exploitative labour, which 

many commentators have described as an abuse of human rights. Although the toil of 

children and indeed adults may have enriched multinational companies, the plight of such 

workers have worsened leaving them more impoverished than before. 

The adoption of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child, 1989 particularly 

contributed to the growing awareness of the exploitation of children. It has since been 

followed by ILO Convention 182,1999 on the Worst forms of Child Labour, the African 

Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, 1990 as well as other national laws such 

as Ghana's Children's Act, 1998. Addressing the Child labour problem from a human 

rights perspective brings many interesting issues to the fore. Among these are concepts 

and definitions which having been defined at the international level are having to find 

meaning at the local level. It is quite obvious that these concepts such as the child, best 

interest, rights and children's rights are Western concepts that don't quite translate well in 

local languages in for example Ghana. This leads to problems of interpretation and 

therefore implementation. I embarked on a qualitative study, which involved in-depth 

interviews of child workers in 3 areas of work to establish why they persistently work in 

illegal mining, selling in the market and prostitution. There was also a focus group 

discussion with adults and interview of officials about the motivation behind national 

laws which and the direction of policy. 
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From the data collected, I have argued that perhaps it needs to be admitted that in Ghana 

the language of rights is not spoken locally, leaving no clear translation of the concept 

within the cultural context of the local people. Therefore applying the eRe especially 

with regards to elimination of child labour is proving to be more difficult than estimated. 

I also argued that because of poverty, culture, local norms and practice, social policy has 

often been of limited scope and has not addressed issues of Social Protection of children 

because of the place of the child in Ghanaian society. I argued that if policies do not 

cover the most vulnerable including the socially excluded among whom there are 

children in poverty then the vicious cycle of poverty will only be perpetuated and child 

labour will not be reduced, no matter how much aid is given to Ghana and other African 

countries. 

In the end I demonstrate that there are difficulties in adapting international law to local 

custom and practice. I also suggest that it would be better to develop local notions of 

children's rights from below by initiating a national discourse and policy debate. This is a 

long-term solution. I conclude that it is possible to deal with child poverty, which will 

improve the welfare of the child through social protection of the socially excluded such 

as working children. If the language of obligations and responsibilities is better 

understood then it will be possible to work with that to the advantage of the child in order 

to guarantee that at least the welfare of the child is ensured even though local notions of 

rights and the language of rights are not developed. Policy lessons from other countries 

might then be able to be applied in Ghana. 

It is also important that policy makers begin to look beyond school attendance figures and 

place some importance on learning achievement as illustrated by Bhalotra and Heady 

(2000). Bhalotra (cited in OEeD 2003 p.33) also indicates that children involved in 

herding, child minding and domestic work have the lowest enrolment rates, suggesting 

that these time-intensive activities with conflict with school attendance. Parents as 

consumers have to make a choice about whether the gain of having their children in 

school is more than the loss to both children and family as a whole. It should be noted 

that traditionally children have had to learn from parents a trade or be sent to a tradesman 
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to be trained for a career. It is therefore important that in education policy a holistic 

package is introduced to deal with child labour. This should include efforts to increase 

enrolment by providing the infrastructure and reducing the distance children in Ghana 

and Africa generally have to travel. Education policy should also include relevant 

training for teachers and the provision of adequate resources such as books and other 

materials for writing etc. to ensure that children have what they need in order to achieve. 

These policies should be complemented with public education to entice children into the 

classroom and in addition to help them realise the benefit of an education and there must 

be obvious gains for the educated or there would be no incentive for parents to make any 

more sacrifice, and there is no incentive for children to take their education seriously 

even if the resources are made available. The altruism argument is unhelpful here because 

it seeks to ignore the real issues that affect many families and children, which include, 

poverty and cultural practices. Cash grants given on condition of attendance at school 

would also help. 

It is also time for the global agenda setters to begin to look at ways in which the resources 

from the rich north are redistributed to cater for the vulnerable poor in the developing 

world. This should be in the form of cash donations and other forms of assistance some 

of which are already in place. In reaching the MDG's it is essential that governments 

such as the government of Ghana ensures there is equitable distribution of resources. 

However, it is also essential that there is redistribution of resources between countries 

and within regions and countries to enable poorer countries to meet the human needs 

countries and organizations that set the agenda must be more resourceful than they have 

been in the face of obvious problems in countries such as Ghana. They must equally 

demand that poor countries use their resources efficiently without punishing the poor, 

which usually includes children. 

246 



Bibliography 

Abrahamsen, R. (2000) "Disciplining Democracy: Development Discourse and Good 

Governance in Africa" London, Zen Books 

Abrokwaa Clemente K. (1999) "Africa 2000: What Development Strategy?" Journal of 

Black Studies Vol. 29, No.5 

Actionaid (2005) "Real Aid: An Agenda for making Aid work" 

http://www.actionaid.org.uk/doc lib/69 1 real aid.pdf[Accessed 9.1.08] 

Adamu-Issah M., Eldin L., Forson M., Shrofer T. (2007) "Achieving Universal 

Education in Ghana by 2015: A Reality or a Dream" Working Paper, UNICEF 

http://216.239.59.104/search?9=cache:V98 QuNdPMcJ :www.unicef.org/videoaudio/PD 

Fs/Achieving Universal Primary Education in Ghana by 2015.pdf+capitation+grant+ 

and+ghana&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=31 &gl=uk [Accessed 28.2.08] 

Adjaye, Joseph K. (1999) "Dangerous Crossroads: Liminality and Contested Meaning in 

Krobo (Ghana) Dipo Girls Initiation" Journal of African Cultural Studies, Vol. 12, No.1 

Admassie, Asefa (2002) "Explaining the High Incidence of Child Labour in Sub-Saharan 

Africa" African Development Review, Vol. 14, No.2, p. 251 - 275 

African Commission Report (Part 1) "The Argument" 

http://www.numbedO.gov.uk/output/Page7310.asp [Accessed 4.2.07] 

African Recovery (2001) "The Road from Soldier back to Child" Vol. 15, No.3 

http://www.un.org!ecosocdev/geninfo/afrec/vo115n03/153chiI2.htm [Accessed 15.12.07] 



Akindele, S.T., Gidado, T.O., Olaopa, O.R. "Globalisation, Its Implications and 

Consequences for Africa" http://www.postcolonialweb.orgJafricaiakindelela.html 

[Accessed 2.2.07] 

Akurang-Parry, Kwabena O. (2002) "The loads are Heavier than usual: Forced Labor 

by Women and Children in the Central Province, Gold Coast (Colonial Ghana) CA 1900 

-1940" African Economic History, No 30 

Allan, George (2003) "A Critique of Using Grounded Theory as a Research Method" 

Electronic Journal of Business Research Methods. www.ejbrm.com [Accessed 4.12.06] 

Alston, Philip (2005) "Ships Passing in the Night: The Current State of the Human 

Rights and Development Debate Seen through the Lens of the Millennium Development 

Goals" Human Rights Quarterly, Vo1.27, No.3. 

Ampofo, K.K.K (1994) "The Economic Recovery Programme and the rights of the 

child" in the "Rights of the Child in Ghana" (eds.) by Mensa-Bonsu, Henrietta and 

Dowuona-Hammond Woeli, Accra 

Anarfi, John (1997) "Vulnerability to Sexually Transmitted Disease: Street Children in 

Accra" Health Transition Review, Supplement to Volume 7,281-306 

Anker C.V.D (2000) "The Need for an Integrated Cosmopolitan Agenda" Global 

Society, Vol. 14, No. 14 

Apt, van Ham, Opoku, J. Y. and Blavo, E.Q. (1994) "Street children in Accra - what 

they do in the streets and how they manage to survive" in the "Rights of the Child in 

Ghana" (eds.) by Mensa-Bonsu, Henrietta and Dowuona-Hammond Woeli, Accra 

Arab Commission for Human Rights "Is Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 

Possible in Africa" http://www.achr.nu/stu.enl.htm 



Archard, David (1993) "Children: Rights and Childhood" Routlege, London. 

Armbruster-Sandoval (1999) "Globalization and Cross-Border Labor Organizing: The 

Guatemalan Maquiladora Industry and the Phillips Van Heusen Workers' Movement" 

Latin American Perspectives, Vol.29, No.2 

Armstrong, Alice (1998) "Consent and Compensation; The Sexual Abuse of girls in 

Zimbabwe" in Ncube, Welshman (ed.) Law, Culture, Tradition and Children's Rights in 

Eastern and Central Africa 

Aryee B.N.A, Ntibre B.K, Atorkui, Evans (2003) "Trends in Small-Scale Mining of 

Precious Minerals in Ghana: A Perspective on its Environmental Impact" Journal of 

Cleaner Production, Vol.11, No.2 

Awanyo, Louis (1998) "Culture, Markets and Agricultural Production: A Comparative 

Study of the Investment Patterns of Migrant and Citizen Cocoa Farmers, in the Western 

Region of Ghana" The Professional Geographer, Vo1.50, No.4 

Baah-Nuako, A (1997) "Studies on the Ghanaian Economy. Vol. 1, The Pre­

Revolutionary Years, 1957 -1981" Accra, Ghana Universities Press 

Bachman, S. L (2002) "A New Economics of Child Labour: Searching for Answers 

Behind the Headlines" Journal of International Affairs 

Bainham, Andrew (2005) "Children - The Modem Law" Bristol, Jordan Publishing 

Banda, Fareda (2005) "Women, Law and Human Rights; an African Perspective" 

Oxford, Hart 



Bangura, Yussuf (2001) "Globalisation and African Development" in Africa in the New 

Millenium by Raymond Suttner (ed). Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Uppsala 

Barrientos, Armando and Dejong, Jocelyn (2006) "Reducing Child Poverty with Cash 

Transfers: A Sure thing?" Development and Policy Review, Volume 24, Issue 5, p. 499 -

624 

Barwa, S. D. (1995) "Structural Adjustment Programs and the Urban informal Sector in 

Ghana" Issues in Developent Discussion Paper 3 

http://www.ilo.orglpublic/english/employment/strat/publ/iddp3.htm 

[Accessed 5.5.05] 

Bass, Loretta E. (2004) "Child Labor and Sub-Saharan Africa" Lynne Rienner, 

Colorado 

Basu, Kaushik and Van Pham Huang (1998) "The Economics of Child Labour" 

American Economic Review, Vol. 88 No, 3 

Basu, Kashiku (1999) "Child Labour: Cause, Consequence and Cure, With Remarks on 

International Labour Standards" Labour and Employment Working Papers, World Bank. 

2007 

Basu, Kaushik and Tzannatos, Zafiris (2003) "The Global Child Labour Problem: 

What Do We Know and What Can We Do?" The World Bank Economic Review, Vol. 

17, No.2. 

BBC News (1998) "Asia-Pacific Global March Against Child Labour Begins" 

http://news.bbc.co.ukl1lhi/world/asia-pacific/48267.stm [Accessed 4.1.08] 

BBC News (2003) "Ghana Slave Children Go Home" 

http://news.bbc.co.uklllhi/world/africa/3095198.stm [Accessed 15.4.08] 



Beauchemin, Eric. (1999) "The Exodus; The Growing Migration of Children from 

Ghana's Rural Areas to the Urban Centres" Catholic Action for Street Children (CAS) 

and UNICEF 

Becker, Howard, Saul. (1970) "Sociological Work; Method and Substance" Aldine 

Publishing Company, America 

Bell, Daniel A. (1999) "Which Rights are Universal?" Political Theory, Vol. 27, No.6, 

p.849 - 856 

Benney, Mark and Hughes, Everett C. (1956) "Of Sociology and the Interview: 

Editorial Preface" American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 62, No.2, 

Bennett, Valerie (1973) "The Motivation for Military Internvention; The Case of 

Ghana" The Western Political Quarterly, Vol. 26, No.4 

Berlan, A (1994) "Child Labour, Education and Children's Rights Among Cocoa 

Producers in Ghana" C. Van Der Anker (ed.), The Political Economy of New Slavery. 

Basingtoke, Palgrave 

Bessel, Sharon (1999) "The Politics of Child Labour in Indonesia; Global Trends and 

Domestic Policy" Political Affairs, Vol. 72, No.3 

Bevan, Phillip a (2004) "Conceptualising In/Security Regimes" in Insecurity and Welfare 

Regimes in Asia, Africa and Latin America; Social Policy in Development Context, 

edited by Gough, Ian et al. UK, Cambridge University Press 



Bhalotra, Sonia and Heady, Chritopher (2000) "Determinants of Child Farm Labour in 

Ghana and Pakistan: A Comparative Study" [Accessed 3.7.06] 

http://www.csae.ox.ac.uk!conferences12000-0iA/pdfpapers/bhalotra-ghana.pdf 

Bhalotra, Sonia (2003) "Child labour in Africa", OECD Working Paper No. 4 

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecdl28/2112955692.pdf [Accessed 2/3106] 

Bhalotra, Sonia and Heady, Christopher (2003) "Child Farm Labour: The Wealth 

Paradox" The World Bank Economic Review. Vol. 17, No.2 

Bilton, Tony. Bonnet, Kevin. Jones, Pip. Lawson, Tony. Skinner, David. Stanworth, 

Michelle. Webster, Andrew. (2002) "Introductory Sociology" Palgrave, New York. 

Bjerne, Lise and Gironde, Christophe (2004) "Achievements and Setbacks in the Fight 

against Child Labour; Assessment of the Oslo Conference on Child Labour" FAFO 

Report 439 http://www.fafo.no/pub/rapp/439/index.htm [Accessed 11.12.06] 

Blunch, Niels-Hugo and Verner, Dorte (2000) "Is Functional Literacy a Pre-Requisite 

for entering the Labour Market? An Analysis if Determinants of Adult Literacy and 

Earnings in Ghana" Policy Research Working Paper Series, 2410. World Bank 

Boafo-Arthur, Kwame (1999) "Ghana, Structural Adjustment, Democratization, and the 

Politics of Continuity" African Studies Review, Vol. 42, No.2 

Boas, Morten and Huser, Anne (2006) "Child Labour and Cocoa Production in West 

Africa; The Case of Cote d'Ivoire and Ghana" Fafo Publication 

Boas, Morten and McNeill, Desmond (2003) "Multilateral Institutions: A Critical 

Introduction" London, Pluto 



Bond, Patrick (2002) "NEP AD" http://www.ifg.orglwssd/bonciZnet.htm [Accessed 

29.2.08] 

BoG Quarterly Economic Quarterly, April- June 2004 

BoG Quarterly Economic Bulletin, July - September 2005 

Bourdillon, Michael (2006) "Children and Work: A Review of Current Literature and 

Debates" Development and Change, Vol. 37, No.6, p. 1201 - 1226. Oxford, Blackwell 

Bourguinon, F., Ferreira, F. and Phillipe, L. (2003) "Conditional Cash Transfers, 

Schooling and Child Labour: Micro - Simulating Brazils Bolsa Escola Program" The 

World Bank Review, Vol. 17, No.2, p.229 - 254 

Boyden, Jo. Ling, Birgitta and Myers,William. (1998) "What works for working 

children" Radda Barnen and UNICEF. 

Britwum, A., Jonah, K. and Tay, F. D. (2001) "Structural Adjustment Participatory 

Review Initiative: The Ghana Country Report" For the Tripartite Steering Committee 

http://www.isodec.org.gh/Papers/gha country [pt.pdf [Accessed 4.2.07] 

Bryman, Alan (2001) "Social Research Methods" Oxford University Press, Oxford 

Burman, Erica. (2006) "Engendering Development: Some Methodological Perspectives 

on Child Labour" Forum: Qualitative Social Research, Vol.7, No.1, Art. 1 

Canagarajah, Sudharshan and Coulombe, Harold (1997) "Child Labour and 

Schooling in Ghana" World Bank, Policy Research Working Paper No. WPS 1844 

http://econ.worldbank.org/external/default/main?pagePK=64165259&theSitePK=469382 

&piPK=64165421 &menuPK=64166093&entityID=000009265 3980203115439 

[Accessed 27.4.06] 



Cardoso, Eliana and Souza, Andre Portela (2004) "The Impact of Cash Transfers on 

Child Labour and Attendance in Brazil" Working Paper No. 04-W07, Department of 

Economics, Vanderbilt University. 

Carver, Richard (1991) Review of "Human Rights in Africa: Cross-cultural 

Perspectives" edited by Abdullai Ahmed An-Na'im and Francis Deng, African Affairs, 

Vol. 90, No. 360 

Castells, Manuel, (1999) "Information Technology, Globalisation and Social 

Development" UNIRSD Discussion Paper No. 114 

Catagay, N. and Ozlers, S. (1995) "Feminization of the Labour Force: The Effect of 

Long Term Development and Structural Adjustment" World Development, Vol.23, Issue 

11, Pages 1883 - 1894 

CEP AlODI (2005) "Economic Growth in Northern Ghana" Draft Report for DFID 

Ghana http://www.cepa.org.ghlEconomic-Growth-in-Northern-Ghana-200805.pdf 

[Accessed 9.2.08] 

Charney, Evan (1999) "Cultural Interpretation and Universal Human Rights: A 

Response to Daniel A. Bell" Political Theory, Vol. 27, No.6, p.840 - 848 

Chirwa, Chijere Wiseman. (1993). "Child and Youth Labour on the Nyasaland 

Plantations, 1890-1953" Journal of South African Studies, Vol. 19, Issue 4 pp. 662-680 

Clapham, Christopher (1999) "Sovereignty and the Third World" Political Studies, 

Vo1.47, No.3, p. 522 - 537. 

Clark, Gracia (1999) "Mothering, Work and Gender in Urban Asante Ideology and 

Practice" American Anthropologist, Vol.IOl, No.4 



Cohen, Ronald (1989) "Human Rights and Cultural Relativism: The need for a new 

approach" American Anthropologist VOL.91 No.4 

Collier, Paul and Garg, Ashish (1999) "On Kin Groups and Wages in the Ghanaian 

Labour Market" Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, Vo1.61, No.2 

Commission for Africa (2005) "Our Common Interest" 

http://www .commissionforafrica.orgl englishlreport/introduction.html [Accessed 16.4.8] 

Coomson, Joseph (2005) "Human Rights Abuse in Mining Areas; Coalition on Mining 

Blames Government" The Ghanaian Chronicle, May 

Cox, Roger (1977) "Labour and Hegemony" International Organization, Vol. 31, No.3 

Coussey D. A (2002) "Sex tourism as potential contributor to the transmission of 

HIV/AIDS; Case study of the boys who have sex with men in Ghana" International 

Conference AIDS. Abstract No. TuOrE1206 [Accessed 11.10.07] 

http://gateway.nlm.nih.gov/MeetingAbstracts/l 02254335.html 

Crawford, P.I. (2001) "Child Protection: A Theoretical Background" m Social 

Protection in Asia Pacific (eds.) Ortiz, Isabel. Asian Development Bank 

Creswell, J. W. (1998) "Qualitative Research Design: Choosing Among Five Traditions" 

California, Sage 

Cunningham, Hugh (1990) "The employment and unemployment of children m 

England c1680 - 1851" Past and Present, No. 126 pp. 151-150 

Cunningham, Hugh (1998) "Histories of Childhood" The American Historical Review, 

Vol. 103, No.4 



Cunningham, Hugh (2000) "The Decline of Child Labour: Labour Markets and Family 

Economies in Europe and North America Since 1830" Economic History Review, LIII, 3, 

p.409 - 428 

Daniel, John (2002) "Education for All: What it Will Take" UNESCO, Gaitskell Lecture 

20-02-2002 http://portal.unesco.org/education [Accessed on 22-03-2005] 

Deacon, Bob (1996) "The Globalisation of Social Policy" Leeds Metropolitan 

University, International Social Policy Research Unit, Occasional Papers in Social 

Studies. 

Deacon, Bob (1997) "Global Social Policy: International Organisations and the Future of 

Welfare" Sage 

Deacon, Bob (2000) "Globalisation and Social Policy: The threat to Equitable Welfare" 

Geneva 2000 Occasional Paper No.5, United Nations Research Institute for Social 

Development 

Deacon B., Ollila, E., Koivusalo M., Stubbs, P. (2003) "Global Social Governance: 

Themes and Prospects" Helsinki, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Dearden, Stephen and Salama, Clara M. (2002) "The New EU-ACP Partnership 

Agreement" Journal of International Development, Vo1.14, Issue 6 



Desmond, Margaret (2004) "Methodological challenges posed in studying an elite in the 

field" Area, Vol. 36, Issue 3, p. 262 - 269 

Devas, Nick and Korboe, Davis (2000) "City Governance and Poverty: The Case of 

Kumasi" Environment and Urbanization, Vol.I2,. Sage Publication 

Devereux, S. and Hoddinott, J. (1993) "Fieldwork in Developing Countries" Boulder, 

Lynne Rienner 

Dixon-Woods, M., Shaw, R.L Agarwal, S. and Smith, J.A. (2004) "The Problem of 

Appraising Qualitative Research" Quality and Safety in Health Care, 13; QSHC Online 

www.gshc.bmi.com [Accessed 4.12.06] 

Doftori, Mojibur Rafman (2004) "Education and Child labour in Developing Countries; 

A Study of the Role of Non -Governmental Organisations in Bangladesh and Nepal" 

PhD Dissertation http://ethesis.helsinki.fi/julkaisut/valisospo/vkldofiori/ [accessed 1.2.07] 

Donkor, K (1997) "Structural Adjustment and Mass Poverty in Ghana" Aldershot, 

Ashgate 

Douglas, David. (2003) "Inductive Theory Generation: A Grounded Theory Approach to 

Business and Inquiry" Electronic Journal of Business and Research Methods 

www.ejbrm.com [Accessed 4.12.06] 

Dunlop, O. Joyce (1912) "English Apprenticeship and Child Labour: A History" 

London: Fisher and Unwin 



Duryea, Susan and Arends-Kuening, Mary P. (2001) "School Attendance, Child 

Labour and Local Labour Market Fluctuations in Urban Brazil" World Development, 31 

(7), Elsevier Science. 

Dzorgbo, Dan-Bright S. (1998) "Ghana in Search of Development; the Challenge of 

Governance, Economic Management and Institution Building" Uppsala University 

Ebigbo P. (2003) "Street: The Core of Child Abuse and Neglect in Nigeria" Children, 

Youths and Environments, 13 (1 ) Spring 

http://www.colorado.edu/journals/cyeI13 IN o113ArticleReprints/StChldrnNigeria Afric 

aInsight. pdf [Accessed 12/4/06] 

Eckert, Amy (2002) "The Global and the Local: Reconciling Universal Human Rights 

and Cultural Diversity" Human Rights and Human Welfare, Vo1.2, No.2, p.1 - 7 

Eldring, L., Nakanyane, S. and Tsoahede, M. (2000) "Child Labour in the Tobacco 

Growing Sector in Africa" Fafo 654 

Engel, Vlf and Olson, Gorm R. (2005) "Africa and the North: Between Globalization 

and Marginalisation" International Relations Series 

Engel, Vlf and Olson, Gorm R. (2005) "Global Politics and Africa - and Africa in 

International Relations Theory" in Africa and the North: Between Globalization and 

Marginalisation Routledge, Oxford 

English, Philip (1999) "Recovery is not enough; The Case of Ghana" World Bank 

Institute http://www­

wds.worldbank.org/extemal/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB12005/07126/00001200 

9 20050726085547 IRendered/PDF/330500revOwbi3 7149and37150.pdf [Accessed 

1.2.07] 



Ennew, Judith (1995) "Outside Childhood: Street Children's Rights" in Bob Franklin 

(ed) "The Handbook of Children's Rights: Comparative Policy and Practice" Routledge, 

London. 

Esbenshade, Jill (2004) "Monitoring sweatshops: workers, consumers, and the global 

apparel industry" Temple University Press, Philadelphia 

Ewing, A.F (Review Author) (1976) "The Anatomy of Influence: Decision making in an 

International Organization" by Robert W. Cox and Harold J. Jacobsen. Journal of 

Modern African Studies, Vol. 14, No.2 

Fagan, Andrew (2006) "Escaping the Cultural Context of Human Rights" Human Rights 

and Human Welfare, Vol. 6, p193 - 202 

Fallon, Kathleen M. (2003) "Transforming Women's Citizenship Rights with an 

Emerging Democratic State" Gender and Society, Vol.17, No.4 

Farrington, J. and Slater I (2006) "Introduction: Cash Transfers: Panacea for Poverty 

Reduction or Money down the Drain?" Development and Policy Review, Vol. 24, Issue 

5, p. 499 - 511 

Fern, Edward F. (2001) "Advanced Focus Research" Sage Publications, London 

Fischer, Stanley (2001) "The Challenge of Globalization in Africa" 

http://www.imf.org/extemalinp/speechesI2001l011901.htm [Accessed 11.1.08] 

Foddy, William (1993) "Constructing Questions for Interviews and Questionnaires: 

Theory and Practice in Social Research" Cambridge, Cambridge University Press 

Folbre, Nancy (1994) "Children as Public Goods" American Economic Review, Vol. 84, 

No.2, p.86-90. 



http://www .jstor.org!view/00028282/di976324/97p0044hJO?frame=noframe&userID-19 

512230130@shef.ac.uk/Olcce440351 fI51 Oacc719502&dpi=3&pageJump=1 &confi~jst 

or [Accessed 24.4.06] 

Forestti, M. Booth, D. O'Neil, T. (2006) "Aid Effectiveness and Human Rights; 

Strengthening and Implementation of the Paris Declaration" Overseas Development 

Institute http://www .odi.org. uk/publications/reports/ Aid effectiveness.pdf [Accessed 

30/11/07] 

Forsythe, David P. (1998) "Human Rights Fifty Years after the Declaration" Political 

Science and Politics, Vol 31, No.3 p.505 - 511 

Freeman, Michael (1983) "The Rights and Wrongs of Children's" London, Frances 
Pinter 

Freeman, Michael (1997) "The Moral Status of Children: Essays on the Rights of the 

Child" The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1997 

Frimpong-Ansah, Jonathan H. (1991) "The Vampire State in Africa; The political 

Economy and Decline in Ghana" James Curry, London. 

Gaffield, Chad and West, Gordon W. (1978) "Children's Rights in the Canadian 

Context" Children's Rights: Legal and Educational Issues, The Ontario Institute in 

Education/Symposium Series 9. 

Ghana Education Report (2004) "The development of Education National Report of 

Ghana" For Presentation at the 47th Annual Conference on Education (lCE), Geneva. 

www.ibe.unesco.org/intemationallice47/EnglishJNatreps/reports/ghana.pdf 

GES "Ghana's Education System" http://www.ghana.gov.gh/ghanas education system 

[Accessed 15.4.08] 



Ghana Country Report - Health (2001) "Impact of SAP on Availability of and Access 

to Health Care" Draft. http://www.saprin.org/ghana!research/gha health.pdf [Accessed 

23.12.07] 

Ghana Country Report - Education (2001) "Impact of SAP on Access to and Quality 

of Tertiary Education" Draft http://www.saprin.org/ghana!research/gha education.pdf 

[Accessed 23.12.07] 

Ghazi, Bahram (2004) "The IMF and the World Bank Group, and the Question of 

Human Rights" Transnational Publishers, New York 

Gibbs, Anita (1997) "Focus Groups" www.soc.surrey.ac.uk/sru/SRU19.html [Accessed 

0211 0/2003] 

Giddens, Anthony (1990) "The Consequences of Modernity" Cambridge: Polity 

Global March Against Child Labour 

http://www .globalmarch.org/ childrights/conventionlstatus 1. php3 "the Ratification Status" 

[Accessed 15/06/2003] 

GoG (2003) "An Agenda for Growth and Prosperity: Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy 

2003 - 2005" Accra: Government of Ghana 

GoG/UNICEF (2002) "Situation Analysis of Women and Children in Ghana 2000" 

Accra, Government of Ghana! UNICEF 

Goldsworthy, David (1973) "Ghana's Second Replublic: A Post-Mortem" African 

Affairs, Vol. 72, No. 286 



Goody, E. and Muir Groothues, C. (1977) The quest for education: West Africans in 

London, in: J. 1. Watson (Ed.) Between Two Cultures: Migrants and Minorities in 

Britain, pp. 151-180. Oxford: Blackwell 

Gough, Ian. Wood, Geof. Armando, Barrientos. Bevan, Philippa, Davis, Peter and 

Room, Graham. (2004) "Insecurity and Welfare Regimes in Asia, Africa and Latin 

America; Social Policy in Development Context" Cambridge University Press, UK 

Gockowski, Jim. (2006) "Child Labour investigations and interventions in the Cocoa 

Sector" STCP Impact Brief, April 2006, Issue No.6 (revised). International Institute for 

Tropical 

http://www . treecrops .org/newsandevents/impactbriefs/impactbrief6. pdf 

13.11.06] 

Agriculture. 

[Accessed 

Grant, Richard (2001) "Liberalization Policies and Foreign Companies In Accra, 

Ghana" Environment and Planning, Vol.33, No.6 

Green, R. H. and Hymer, S. H. (1966) "Cocoa in the Gold Coast: A Study in the 

Relations between African Farmers and Agricultural Experts" Journal of Economic 

History, Vol. 26, No.3 

Greenstreet, Miranda (1972) "Social Change and Ghanaian Women" Canadian Journal 

of African Studies, Vol.6, Issue 2 

Greenbaum, Thomas (2000) "Moderating Focus Groups: A Practical Guide for Group 

Facilitation" Sage Pulications London 

Grier, Beverly. (1994) "Invisible hands, the Political Economy of Child Labour In 

Colonial Zimbabwe, 1890-1930" Journal of South African Studies, Vol. 20 Issue 1 



Griggs, David (1966) "The Geography of Farm Size a Preliminary Survey" Economic 

Geography, Vol. 42, No.3 

Grismund, Bjorne. (2001) "Measuring and Analyzing Child Labour: Methodological 

Issues" 

Grismund, Bjorn (2003) "Millenium Development Goals and Child Labour" 

Understanding Children's Work, An inter-Agency Research Cooperation Project 

(ILO,Unicef and World Bank) 

Grootaert, Christian and Patrinos, Harry Anthony (1999) "A Four Country Study of 

Child Labour" Summary of Findings From Christiaan Grootaert and Harry Anthony 

Patrinos (eds) Policy Analysis of Child Labour: A Comparative Study (1999) St Martins 

Press, New York 

http://www 1. worldbank.org/ education! economicsedlfinance/ demand/Publications/ c1abors 

um.doc [Accessed 30.4.06] 

Guarcello, L., Lyon, S., Rosati, F. (2004) "impact of Working Time on Children's 

Health" Understanding Children's Work (UCW) - An Inter-Agency Cooperation Project 

GSS (2000) "Ghana Living Standards Survey: Report of the Fourth Round GLSS 4 Apr. 

1998 - Mar. 1999 Accra, Ghana Statistical Service 

GSS (2003) "Ghana Child Labour 

http://www .ilo. org/pub lic/ english! standards/ i pec/ simpoc/ ghanaireport/ gh rep.pdf 

[Accessed 4.2.07] 

Survey" 

Gyimah-Boadi E and Asante Richard, (2003) "Minorities in Ghana" Paper presented to 

the Commission on Human Rights Sub-Commission on Promotion and Protection of 

Human Rights Working Group on Minorities Ninth Session. UNHCR. 



http://www.unhchr.chlHuridocdalHuridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/E.CNo4.SUB.2.AC.5.2003.WP. 

4.En?Opendocument [Accessed on 15.3.05] 

Hanson Kobena (2004) "Rethinking the Akan Household: Acknowledging the 

Importance of Culturally and Linguistically Meaningful Images" Africa Today, Vol.51, 

No.1 

Harkin, Tom (2005) "US Legislative Initiatives to Stop Abusive Child Labour" eJournal 

USA, http://usinfo.state.gov/joumals/ites/0505/ijee/harkin.htm [Accessed 14.4.08] 

Harrington, Christine B. and Yngvesson Barbara (1990) "Interpretive Sociolegal 

Research" Law and Social Inquiry,Vol. 15, No.1, www.jstor.org {Accessed 5.12.06] 

Haruna Mohammed "Workshop on Street Children" Accra Daily Mail. 14/1112002, Vol 

4, Issue 447 

Hart, Jason and Tyrer, Bex (2006) "Research with Children Living in Armed Conflict: 

Concepts, Ethics and Methods" RSC Working Paper No.30, Refugee Studies Centre, 

University of Oxford www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/PDFs/workingpaper30.pdf [Accessed 1504.08] 

Hashim, Iman M. (2005) "Research Report on Children's Independent Migration from 

North-eastern to Central Ghana" Development Research Centre on Migration, 

Globalisation and Poverty 

http://www .migrationdrc. org/pu b licationslresearch reports/ImanReport. pdf [Accessed 

25.4.06] 

Hatloy, Anne and Huser, Anne. (2005) "Identification of Street Children: 

Characteristics of Street Children in Bamako and Accra" FAFO Report 474 

Headley, J.M (2008) "Europeanization OF the World: On the Origins of Human Rights 

and Democracy" Princeton 



Heady, Chritsopher (2000) "The Effects of Child Labour on Learning Achievement: 

Evidence from Ghana" Innocenti Working Paper No. 79 

Held D, McGrew A, Goldblatt D, Perraton J (1999) "Global Transformations: Politics 

Economics and Culture" Stanford University Press 

Herath, Gamini and Sharma, Kishor (2007) "Child labour in South Asia" Ashgate, 

Hampshire 

Hilson, Gavin and Potter, Clive. (2005) "Structural Adjustment and Subsistence 

Industry: Artisanal Gold Mining in Ghana" Development and Change, 36, 1 

Hilson, Gavin (2001) "A Contextual Review of the Ghanaian Small-Scale Mining 

Industry" Mining, Minerals and Sustainable Development (MMSD), Vol. 76 

Hirst, Paul and Thompson, Grahame. (1999) "Globalisation III Question" Polity, 

Cambridge 

Holton, Robert J. (2005) "Making Globalization" Palgrave, Hamshire 

Hoogvelt, Ankie (2001) "Globalization and the Postcolonial World: The new Political 

Economy of Development" Palgrave, Basingstoke 

Howard, Rhoda (1995) "Human Rights and the Search for Community" Oxford, 

Westview 

Hutchful, Eboe (2002) "Ghana's Adjustment Experience: The Paradox of Reform" 

Oxford, James Curry 



Humphries, Jane. (2003) "Child labour: Lessons from the Historical Experience of 

Today's Industrial Economies" World Bank Economic Review, Vo1.17, No.2, p.175 _ 

196. 

Human Development Report (2003) "Human Development Goals: A compact among 

Nations to end Human Poverty" UNDP. Oxford University Press 

http://hdr.undp.org/en!media/hdr03 complete.pdf [Accessed 30/11/07] 

Ibrahim, Jim (2003) "Democratic Transition in Anglophone West Africa" CODESlRA 

Monograph Series www.codesira.org 

ILO/IPEC (2001) "Combating Trafficking in Children for Labour Exploitation in West 

and Central Africa: Synthesis Report Bases on Studies on Benin, Burkina Faso, 

Cameroon, Cote D'Ivoire, Gabon, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, Togo" [Accessed 3.7.06] 

http://www.ilo.org/iloroot/docstore/ipec/prod!eng/2001 traff westcentral afic en.pdf 

ILO/IPEC Fact sheet (March 2004) "Safety and Health Fact sheet on hazardous child 

labour in agriculture, cocoa" 

http://www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/viewProduct.do ?productld= 5 707 

ILO-IPEC (2004) "Helping Hands or Shackled Lives? Understanding 

Domestic Labour and Responses to It" 

Child 

Geneva 

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/standards/ipec/publ/download/cdl 2004 helpinghands 

en.pdf [Accessed 26.6.06] 

ILO/IPEC (2004) "Child Labour Responses III South Asia" 

http://www . ilo .orglpub licl english/region! asro/new delhilipecl download! southasia. pdf 

[Accessed on 20.3.06] 



ILO/IPEC (2006) "Education as an Intervention Strategy to Eliminate and Prevent Child 

Labour" 

http://www .ilo.org!ilorootl docstore/ipec/prod/ eng!2006 02 edu goodpractices.pdf 

[Accessed 27/3/06] 

ILO (2006) "Out of Work and Into School: Our Development Challenge" 

http://www.ilo.org/public/englishlregionlasro/bangkok/apec/download/book.pdf 

[Accessed 15.4.08] 

UTA (2002) "Child labour in the Cocoa Sector in West Africa; A synthesis of findings in 

Cameroon, Cote d'lvoire, Ghana and Nigeria" www.iita.org!news/cocoa.pdf [Accessed 

27/3/06] 

IMF Factsheet (1999) "The IMF's response to the Asian crisis" 

http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/facts/asia.htm [Accessed 31112/07] 

IMF a "Ghana; Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility, Policy Framework Paper, 1999 

_ 2001" http://www.imf.org!externallnp/pfpI1999/ghanalindex.htm [Accessed 24.2.08] 

Innocenti Digest (1999) "Child Domestic Work" 

http://www.unicef-icdc.org/publications/ [Accessed 25.6.06] 

10M (24th March 2003) "The Trafficking of Women and Children in the Southern 

African Region" Presentation of Research Findings 

10M Press Briefings.l4th March 2006 "Ghana: More Children Rescued from Forced 

Labour" http://www.iom.int/enlnews/pbn140206.shtml [Accessed 22.6.06] 

IRIN (2007) "Ghana - Gambia: Sex slave children trafficked by Ghanaian fishermen" 

http://www.irinnews.org!report.aspx?reportid=48765 



Isiugo-Abanihe, Uche C. (1985) "Child Fosterage In West Africa" Population and 

Development Review, Vol.ll, No.1 

James, Allison and James, L. Adrian (2004) "Constructing Childhood: Theory, Policy 

and Social Practice" Palgrave 

James, A., Jenks, C. and Prout, A. (1998) "Theorizing Childhood" Polity Press, Oxford 

Janvry, A., Finan, F., Saudet, E. and Vakis, R. (2004) "Can Conditional Cash Transfer 

Programs Improve Social Risk Management? Lessons for Education and Child labour 

Outcomes" World Bank, http://www.eldis.org/static/DOCI7229.htm [Accessed 11.2.07] 

Jacquemin Melanie (2004) "Children's Domestic Work in Abidjan, Cote D'Ivoire: The 

Petite Bonnes have the Floor" Childhood, Vol. 11, Issue 3. 

Jacquemin Melanie (2006) "Can the Language of Rights Get Hold of of the Complex 

Realities of Child Domestic Labour?" Childhood, Vol. 13, Issue 3. 

Kaur, I (2002) "A Review of World Bank Lending for Children and its Bearing on Child 

Labour 1990 - 2000" Understanding Children's Work, An Inter-Agency Cooperation 

Project (lLO, UNICEF, WORLD BANK GROUP) www.ucw-project.org [Accessed 

14/8/05] 

Kaplowitz, M.D. and Hoehn, John (2001) "Do Focus Groups and Individuals Reveal 

the Same Information for Natural Resource Valuation." Ecological Economics, Vol. 36, 

p. 237 - 247 

Kayizzi - Mugerwa, Steve (2001) "Globalisation, Reforms and Growth in Africa; Some 

Comments" in Africa in the New Millenium by Raymond Suttner (ed). Nordiska 

Afrikainstitutet, Uppsala 



Kent, George (1995) "Children in the International Political Economy" McMillan Press, 

London. 

Kielland, Anne and Tovo, Mairizia (2006) "Children at work: child labour practices in 

Africa" Lynne Rienner, Colorado 

Killick, Tony and Abugri, Charles (2001) "Institutionalising the PRSP Approach in 

Ghana" Chapter 3 in PRSP Institutionalisation Study: Final Report 

http://www .odi.org.uk/PPPG/publications/papers reports/spa/ins03.html [Accessed 

4.2.07] 

Killick, Tony (1978) "Development Economics in Action; A Study of Economic Policies 

in Ghana" Heinemann, London 

Kitzinger, Jenny (1995) "Qualitative Research; Introducing Focus Groups" British 

Medical Journal. http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/fu1ll311170001299 (Accessed 6.9.07) 

Konadu-Agyeman, Kwado (2000) "The Best Times and the Worst Times: Structural 

Adjustment Programs and Uneven Development in Africa: The Case of Ghana" The 

Professional Geographer, Vol. 52 (3) 

Krueger, Richard A. (1998) "Analyzing & Reporting Focus Group Results" Sage 

Publications, London 

Laird, Siobhan (2002) "The 1998 Children's Act: Problems of Enforcement in Ghana" 

British Journal of Social Work, Vol. 32, No.7 

Laird, Siobhan (2005) "International Child Welfare: Deconstructing UNICEF's Country 

Programmes" Social Policy and Society, Vol. 4, No.4, pA57 - 466 



Lawson, A., Gyimah Boadi, Ghartey, A., Ghartey, A., Killick, T., Agha, Z. A., 

Williamson, T (2007) "Evaluation Results and Recommendations on Future Design and 

Management of Ghana MDBS" ODI and CDD - Ghana Joint Report of Multi Donor 

Budget Support to Ghana, Based on OECD - DAC Methodology, Final Report, Vol. 1 , 

http://www .dfid.gov.uklpubs/files/joint-eval-mdbs.pdf [Accessed 8.1.08] 

LeCompte, Margaret D. and Goetz, Judith Preissle. (1982) "Problems of Reliability 

and Validity in Ethnographic Research." Review of Educational Research, Vol. 52, No.1 

Leonardo, Eric K. (2006) "Globalization and the Construction of Universal Human 

Rights" Human Rights and Human Welfare, Vo1.6, p.151 - 163 

Letuka, Puleng (1998) "The Best Interest of the Child and Child Labour" in Law, 

Culture, Tradition and Children's Rights in Eastern and Southern Africa (ed) Ncube, 

Welsham, 1998, Ashgate 

Liebel, M. (2004) "A Will of their Own: Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Working 

Children" London, Zed Books 

Levitsky, Steven and Way, Lucas (2005) "International Linkage and Democratization" 

Journal of Democracy, Vol.l6, No.3 

Mafu, Safari (2004) "From the Oral Traditions to the information era: The case of 

Tanzania" International Journal on Multicultural Societies (IJMS), Vo1.6, No.1 -

Magnarella, Paul J. (2001) "Assessing the Concept of Human Rights in Africa" Human 

Rights and Human Welfare, Vol.1, No.2, p.25 - 27 

Marfleet, Phil and Kiely, Ray (eds) (1998) "Globalisation and the Third World" 

Routledge, London 



Marfo, Kofi A. (1997) Changing Rural Livelihoods: Determinants of the Agricultural 

Intensification in Ghana" PhDThesis, University of Reading. 

Martin, Michael (2000) "The Uses of Understanding in Social Science; Verstehen" 

Transaction Publishers 

Martinez, Guillermo Ortiz. (1998) "What lesson does the Mexican crisis hold for 

recovery In Asia" Finance and Development, Vol. 35, No. 2 

http://www.imf.org/externallpubs/ft/fanddI1998/06/0rtiz.htm [Accessed 31112107] 

Marx, Karl. (1906) "Capital; A Critique of Political Economy, Vol. 1. The Process of 

Capitalist Production" Charles H. Kerr and Co, Chicago 

http://www.econlib.orgilibraryIYPDBooks/Marx/mrxCpAtoc.html [Accessed 24.10.06] 

Marzouki, M. "Is Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect possible in Africa?" Arab 

Commission on Human Rights. http://www.achr.nu/[Accessed 17.12.07] 

Mcann, John (1998) "Globalization; Real-Time Relationships Among Dispersed 

Individuals and Organisations" http://participationage. wordpress.comlwhat -is­

globalization! [Accessed on 3112/07] 

Mcintyre, Richard (2003) "Globalism and Human Rights and the Problem of 

Individualism" Human Rights and Human Welfare, Vol 3, No.1 - Winter 

Mends (1994) "Rights of the Child in Ghana" (eds.) by Mensa-Bonsu, Henrietta and 

Dowuona-Hammond Woeli, Accra 

Meier, Barbara (2005) "Friendship and Social Peace Among Northern Migrants In 

Accra Tema" Legon Journal of Sociology, Vol. 2, No.1 



Messer, Ellen. (1993) "Anthropology of Human Rights" Annual Review of 

Anthropology, Vol. 22 p.229 - 249 

Mikell, Gwendolyn (1984) "Filiation, Economic Crisis, and the Status of Women in 

Rural Ghana" Canadian Journal of African Studies, Vol. 18, No.1 

Miles, Mathew B. and Huberman Michael A (1994) "Qualitative Data Analysis: an 

Expanded Sourcebook" Sage Publications, London 

Mittelman, James (1995) "Rethinking the International Division of Labour in the 

context of Globalization" Third World Quarterly, Vol. 16, No.2 

Mizen, P., Bolton, A. and Pole, C. (1999) "School Age Workers: The Paid Employment 

of Children in Britain" Work, Employment and Society, Vol. 13, No.3 p. 423 - 438 

Mkandawire T and Soludo C. C (1999) "Our Continent, OUR Future: African 

Perspectives on Structural Adjustment" Africa World Press, Trenton. New Jersy 

Mkandawire, Thandika (2001) "Thinking about Developmental states in Africa" 

Cambridge Journal of Economics, Vol.25, No.3 

MOESS (2007) "History of Education in Ghana" http://www.moess.gov.ghlhistory.htm 

[Accessed 16.4.08] 

Mofid Kamran (2002) "Globalisation for the Common Good" Shepheard-Walwyn, 

London 

Moghadam, Valentine (2005) "The Feminization of Poverty and Women's Human 
Rights" UNESCO [Accessed] 
http://portal.unesco.org!shs/enlfile download.php/a17be9l8eefc8e5235f8c4814bd684fdF 
eminization+of+ Poverty. pdf 

Mojadidi, Aman (2007) "Humanitarians with Guns: Globalized Rights, Cultural Space, 

and Militarized Aid in Afghanistan" Palgrave Macmillan, Hampshire 



Molokomme, Athaliah and Keletso, Mokobi (1998) "Custody and Guardianship of the 

Children in Botswana" in Law Culture, Tradition and Children's Rights in Eastern and 

Southern Africa (ed) Ncube, Welsham 1998, England, Ashgate 

Muniz, Jeronimo Oliveira (2001) "An Empirical Approach for Child Labour in Brazil" 

IUSSP XXIV General Population Conference - Salvador, Brazil. 

Moncrieffe, Joy (2001) "Adolescent Participation in Situation Assessment and Analysis; 

10 Case Studies from the field" UNICEF Discussion Paper 

http://www.unicef.org/adolescence/files/ado part sit ass an.pdf [Accessed 13/4/06] 

Muiu, W. Muen (Review Author) (2007) "An Economic History of South Africa; 

Conquest, Discrimination and Development" Journal of Asian and African Studies, Vo. 

42, No. 3-4 

Myers, William. (2001) "The Right Rights? Child labour in a globalizing world" Annals, 

AAPSS, 575, May 

Myers W. (1999) "Considering Child Labour: Changing Terms, Issues and Actors at 

International Level" Childhood, Vol. 6, Issue 1. 

NGO Coalition for the Rights of the Child (2005) "The Ghana NGO Report to the UN 

Committee on the Rights of the Child; on implementation of the Rights of the Child by 

the Republic of Ghana" 

Ncube, Welshman (1998) "Law, Culture,Tradition and Children's Rights in Eastern and 

Southern Africa" in Law Culture, Tradition and Children's Rights in Eastern and 

Southern Africa (ed) Ncube, Welsham 1998, England, Ashgate 



Nicholas, David (1995) "Child and Adolescent Labour in the Late Medieval City; A 

Flemish Model in Regional Persperctive" English Historical Review, Vol 110, No 439, 

pp. 1103 - 1131 

Nielsen, Jakob (1997) "The use and mIsuse of Focus Groups" 

www.useit.comlpapers/focusgroups.html [Accessed 02/10/2003] 

Nielsen, Michael (2005) "The Politics of Corporate Responsibility and Child Labour in 

the Bangladesh Garment Industry" International Affairs, Vol. 81, Issue 3 

Nieuwenhuys, Olga (1996) "The paradox of Child Labour and Anthropolgy" Annual 

Review of Anthropology, Vol 25, pp. 237 - 251 

Nirit Ben Ari. (2001) "Liberating Girl's from Trokisi: Campaign Against Ritual 

Servitude in Ghana" Africa Renewal, Vol 15 p .26 

Ninsin, K. A. (2002) Review of "IMF - World Bank and Labour's Burdens in Africa; 

Ghana's Experience" Written by Panford, Kwamina. African Studies Review, Vol. 45, 

No.3 

Norkus, Zenonas (2000) "Max Weber's Interpretive Sociology and Rational Choice 

Approach" Rationality and Society, 12, 259 http;llrss.sagepub.com [Accessed 11.2.07] 

Nukunya, G.K. (1992) "Tradition and Change in Ghana" Ghana Universities Press, 

Ghana 

Odinkalu, Chidi Anselm, (2002) "Why do African's not use the language of Rights?" 

Human Rights Dialogue, Series 2, Number 1 p.3-4. Carnegie Council of Ethics and 

International Affairs. 



O'Donnel 0, Doorslaer Van E, Rosati F. C (2003) "Health effects of Children's Work: 

Evidence from Vietnam" Understanding Children's Work (UCW), ILO. Geneva 

O'Donnell 0, Doorslaer Van E, Rosati F. C (2002) "Child Labour and Health: 

Evidence and Research Issues" Understanding Children's Work, ILO. Geneva 

OECD (2003) "Combating Child Labour: A Review of Policies" 

OECDIECA 2005 "Development Effectiveness in Africa; Promise and Perfonnance: 

Applying mutual Accountability" A joint report by the ECA and OECD at the request of 

NEP AD Heads of State and Government Implementation Committee 

http://www .oecd.orgl dataoecdl 1 010/37922262 .pdf [Accessed 30/11/07] 

Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees "Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 

1959" 

Ofosu-Kusi, Yaw (2002) "Migrant Child Labourers in Ghana: A Case Study of the 

making of an Adjustment generation" PhD Thesis, University of Warwick 

Olurode, Lai (2003) "Gender, globalization and marginalization in Africa" Africa 

Development, Vol. XXVIII, Nos 3&4, CODESIRA 

http://www.codesria.org/Links/Publications/ad3 03/olurode.pdf [Accessed 1.1.08] 

O'neill, On ora (1988) "Children Rights and Children's Lives" Ethics Vol. 98, No.3 

p.445 - 463 

Orme, Julie and Seipel, Michael M.O. (2007) "Survival Strategies of Children ill 

Ghana: A Qualitative Study" International Social Work, Vol.50, No.4 



Osirim, M. J. (2003) "Carrying the Burden of Adjustment and Globalization: Women 

and Microenterprise Development in Urban Zimbabwe" International Sociology, Vol. 18, 

No.3 

Ottaway, A.K.C. (1968) "Durkheim on Education" British Journal of Educational 

Studies, Vol 16, No.1 

Owusu - Baah (1995) "Technology Adoption by Small-Scale Farmers in Ghana" in 

Technology Policy and Practice in Africa by Ogbu O. M., Oyeyinka O. B. and Mlawa, H. 

M. (eds.), IDRC 

Patton, Q. M. (2002) "Qualitative Research and Evaluation Methods" Sage, California 

Psychiatric Bulletin (2000) "Treatment decisions in young people" Royal College of 

Psychiatry [accessed 14/06/2003] 

Pope, C. Ziebland, S. May, N. (2000) "Qualitative Research in Health Care: Analyzing 

Qualitative Data" British Medical Journal, Vol.320 

Porta, Donatella della. Andretta, Massimiliano. Mosca, Lorenza and Reiter, Herbert 

(2006) "Globalization from below; Transnational Activists and Protests Network" Social 

Movements, Protests, and Contention, VoL 26, University of Minnesota Press 

Powell, R. A. and Single H. M (1996) "Focus Groups" International Journal of Quality 

in Health Care, Vol. 8, Issue 5 p.499 - 504 

Ray, R. (2000) "An Analysis of Child Labour in Peru and Pakistan: A ComparatiYe 

Study" Journal of Population Economics, Vol. 13, p.3-19 



https://muse 14 .shef.ac.uk/mirror/http/springerlink.metapress.com/medial gafnpkgug16ad2 

rlfray/contributions/5/3/p/7 /53p7 d5u 1 mm9gyrxv .pdf 

Ray, Ranjan (2000) "Determinants of Child Labour and Child Schooling in Ghana 

http://www.utas.edu.au/ecofiniLibraryi discussion papers/papers 00/2000-05.pdf 

[Accessed on 30.4.06] 

Renteln, Alison D. (1988) "Relativism and the Search for Human Rights" Ameriacan 

Anthropologist, Vol. 90, No.1 

Robertson, Roland (1992) "Globalisation: Social Theory and Global Culture" Sage 

Robertson, R. and White, K.E. (2003) "Globalization: Critical Concept in Sociology" 
London, Routledge 

Rwezaura, Bart. (1998) "The Duty to Hear a Child: A view from Tanzania" in Ncube 

(eds) 1998. 

Rosati, Furio and Straub Roland (2006) "Does Work During Childhood Affect Adults 

Life? An Analysis for Guatemala" http://www .ucw-project.org/cgi-

binlucw /Publications/Main. sq I? come=report research. sq I [Accessed 7.7.06] 

Sachs, Jeffrey (2005) "The End of Poverty; How Can We Make it Happen in our 

Lifetime" Penguin 

Sachs, Jeffrey (1995) "Consolidating Capitalism" Foreign Policy, Spring, No.98 

Sandbrook, R. (1979) "Colonialism and Underdevelopment in Ghana" Book Review, 

International Journal of African Historical Studies. Vol. 12, No.3 



Santosh Mehotra and Mario Biggeri (2002) "The Subterranean Child Labour Force: 

Sub Contracted Home Based Manufacturing in Asia" UNICEF Innocenti Research 

Centre 

Sarpong, Peter (1974) "Ghana in Retrospect: some aspects of Ghanaian culture" Ghana 

Publishing, Tema 

Satz, Debra. (2003) "Child Labour: A Normative Perspective" World Bank Economic 

Review, Vol.17, No.2. 

Save the Children's Fund (2000) "Sae the Children UK submission to the IMF/WB 

Review of PRSPs" 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uklscuk cache/scuklcache/cmsattachl625 povertyreducst 

rat.pdf [Accessed 7.8.05] 

Schubert, Bernd (2004) "The Pilot Social Cash Transfer Scheme: Kalomo District, 

Zambia" CPRC Working Paper, 52 

http://hdr.undp.orgldocs/events/global forum/2005/papers/Jorg Goldberg.pdf [Accessed 

28/2/08] 

Seabrook, J. (2001) Children of other Worlds: Exploitation in the Global Market" 

London, Pluto Press 

Shih, Chih - yu (2002) "Opening the Dichotomy of Universalism and Relativism" 

Human Rights and Human Welfare, Vol. 2, No.1, p.13 - 24 

Siddiqi Faraaz and Patrinos, Anthony "Child Labour, issues causes and interventions" 

Human Capital Development and Operations Policy Working Papers, HCOWP 56 



Siegle, Lucy (2007) "Child Labour Spoils the Fashion Party" The Guardian (23 

December) 

http://observer.guardian.co.uklmagazine/story/O,,2230198,00.html#article continue 

[Accessed 4.1.09] 

Simmons, P.J. (1998) "Learning to live with NGO's" Global Policy Forum (Fall), 

http://globalpolicy.org/ngos/issues/simmons.htm [Accessed 31.12.07] 

Singh, Ajit (2002) "Aid Conditionality and Development" Development and Change, 

Vol.33, No.2 

Skoufias, Emmanuel and Parker, Susan (2001) "Conditional Cash Transfers and their 

Impact on Child Work and Schooling: Evidence from PROGRESA a program in 

Mexico" FCND Discussion Paper No. 123, International Food Policy Research Institute 

http://wwwjfpri.org/divs/fcnd/dp/papers/fcndp 123.pdf [Accessed 16/8/05] 

Smith, Donald (1989) Reviewed works "Adjustment with a Human Face: VoLl : 

Protecting the Vulnerable and Promoting Growth" by Giovanni Andrea Cornia: Richard 

Jolly: Francis Stewart and "Adjustment with a Human Face: Ten Country Studies" by 

Giovanni Andrea Cornia: Richard Jolly: Francis Stewart. Contemporary Sociology, Vol 

18, No.6 

Sowah, Nii Kwaku (2002) "Assessment of Poverty Reducing Policies and Programs in 

Ghana" http://wwwjdrc.caluploads/user-S/ 1 0287523 140Ghana.doc not for quotation. 

Sridhar, L. and Duffield, A. (2006) "A Review of the Impact of Cash Transfer 

Programmes on Child Nutritional Status and Some Implications for Save the Children 



UK Programmes" Save the Children UK , 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uklscuk cache/scukicache/cmsattachJ4455 U3 Sa\"e Pu 

bs Nutritional Impact of Cash Transfer Programmes.pdf [Accessed 11.2.07] 

Srivastava, Ashok (2001) "Global Human Rights: Wishful Thinking" Indian Publishers, 

Delhi 

State of the World's Children (2004) 

Steele, William (1972) "Import Substitution and Excess Capacity in Ghana" Oxford 

Economic Papers, New Series, Vol. 24, No.2 

Stegeman, I. (2004) "Child Labour in the Context of Globalisation" in G.K Lieten (ed.) 

Working Children around the World: Child Rights and Child Reality 

Steiner, H. J. and Alston, P. (1996) "International Human Rights in Context" Oxford, 

Clarendon Press 

SAPRIN (2001) "A Multi-Country Participatory Assessment of Structural Adjustment 

Subbaraman, S. and Witzke, H. (2007) "An overview of Child Labour in India" in 

Child Labour in South Asia, (eds.) Gamin Herath and Sharmar Kishor. Ashgate, England 



Suttner, Raymond (ed.) (2001) "Africa in the New Millenium" Discussion Paper 13 

Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Uppsala 2001. 

http://www.nai.uu.se/pub lications/ download.htm1l91-7106-488-5. pdf?id -24668 

[Accessed 3.2.07] 

Swift, Anthony (1997) "Children for Social Change: Education for Citizenship for Street 

and Working Children in Brazil" Educational Heretics Press, Nottingham 

Sutton, Inez (1989) "Colonial Agricultural Policy: The Non-Development of the 

Northern Territories of the Gold Coast" International Journal of African Historical 

Studies, Vo1.22, No.4 

Szereszewski, R. (1965) "Structural Changes in the Economy of Ghana" Weidenfeld and 

Nicholson, London. 

Taylor, Robert (1999) "Trade Unions and Transnational Industrial Relations" 

Discussion Paper, International Institute for Labour Studies. 

http://www .ilo.org!public/englishlbureau/inst/downloadldp9999 .pdf [Accessed 6.01.08] 

Teal, Francis (2002) "Export Growth and Trade Policy in Ghana in the Twentieth 

Century" The World Economy, Volume 25, Number 9 



Tengey, Wilbert and Oguaah, Emelia (2002) "The Little Ghanaian Slaves: A Cry for 

Help - Child Traficking in Ghana" A Research Report for the African Centre for Human 

Settlement 

The Global March Against Child Labour (1999) "What is the Global March and its 

Message?" http://www.ilo.org/public/english/comp/child/downloadJpdf/global.pdf 

[Accessed 4.1.08] 

Thompson, Bankole (1992) "Africa's Charter on Children's Rights: A Normative Break 

with Cultural Traditionalism" The International and Comparative Law Quarterly, Vo1.41 , 

No.2, p.432 - 444 

Thomson, Bruce.S. (2004) "Qualitative Research: Grounded Theory - Sample Size and 

Validity" http://www.buseco.monash.edu.auiresearch/studentdocs/mgt.pdf. [Accessed 

3.12.06] 

Toor, Saadia (2001) "Child Labor in Pakistan: Coming of Age in the New World Order" 

Annals of American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, Vol.575, No.1 

Turner, Bryan (1993) "Outline ofa Theory of Human Rights" Sociology, Vol. 27, No. 

3, P. 489 - 511. In Robertson, R. and White, K.E. 2003 "Globalization: Critical Concept 

in Sociology" London, Routledge 



Twinn, Shiela. (1997) "An Exploratory Study examining the influence of Translation on 

the Validity of Qualitative Data in Nursing Research" Journal of Advanced Nursing, Vol. 

26, Issue 2. 

Twum-Danso, Afua (2003) "Africa's Young Soldiers; The Co-option of Childhood" 

Institute for Security Studies (ISS) Monographs 

http://www.issafrica.org/index.php?link id= 3 &slink id=416&link type-12&slink type 

=12&tmpl id=3 [Accessed 10112/07] 

Udry, Christopher (2004) "Child Labour" www.econ.yale.edu/~udry/. [Accessed 

14.12.06] 

UNICEF Appendix 3 "Trade Associations: Responding to Child Labour" 

http://www . unicef. org. uk! campaigns/pub lications/ clrg/pdf/ appendix3 C .pdf [Accessed 

10.1.08] 

UNICEF www.unicef.org/crc/crc.htm "The Convention on the Rights of the Child; 

Setbacks and successes" [Accessed 15/06/2003] 

UNICEF www.unicef.orglcrc/monitoring.htm "Who monitors implementation of the 

Convention; Children's Rights Committee" [Accessed 15/06/2003] 

UNICEF Press release (2001) Speech at the Conference on Eliminating Poverty 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media 1 0831.html [Accessed 14.12.06] 



UNICEF (2004) "State of the Worlds Children" 

http://www.unicef.org/sowc/archive/ENGLISH/The%20State%200fOIo20the%20World% 

27s%20Children%202004.pdf [Accessed 24.2.08] 

UNESCO http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0013/001385/138569E.pdf#page-23 

[Accessed 1.1.08] 

Van Der Geest, Sjaak (2002) "Respect and Reciprocity: Care of Elderly People in Rural 

Ghana" Journal of Cross-Cultural Gerontology, Vol.17 

Van der Westhuizen, Janis (2002) "Adapting to Globalization: Malaysia, South Africa 

and Challenges of the Ethnic Redistribution with Growth" London, Praeger 

Wahba, Jackline (2001) "Child Labour and Poverty Transmission: No Room for 

Dreams" http://www.erf.org.eglhtmllJackline wahba.pdf-

search=' child %20 labour%20and %20poverty' 

Washburn, Wilcomb, B. (1987) "Cultural Relativism, Human Rights and the AAA" 

American Anthropologist, Vol.89, No.4 

Waters, Malcolm (1995) "Globalisation" London, Routledge 

Wengraf, T. (2001) Qualitative Research Interviewing" London, Sage 

Weriin, H. Herbet (1972) "The Roots of Corruption: the Ghanaian Enquiry" The Journal 

of Modem African Studies, Vol. 1 0, No.2 

Wheeler, Nicholas (1996) "Guardian Angel or Global Gangster: a Review of the Ethical 

Claims of International Society" political Studies, XLIV, 123 - 13 5 



Weiss, Carol H. and Bucuvala Michael J (1980) "Truth T t d U ·1· , . es s an tl Ity Tests: 

Decision Makers' Frames of Reference -C" S . IS· lor ocm Clence Rsearch" American 

Sociological Review, Vo145, No.2 

Whitfield, Lindsay and Jones, Emily (2007) "Economic Policy Making and the 

Polictics of Aid Dependence" Managing Aid Dependency Project, GEG Working Paper 

2007/32 

http://www.globaleconomicgovernance.org/docs/Whitfield%20and%2OJones Ghana 20 

07-32.pdf [Accessed 6112/07] 

Woodhead M. (2004) "Psychosocial Imapcts of Child Labour" Understanding 

Children's Work (UCW), ILO, Geneva 

World Bank "Ghana Process Case Study) 

http://www.worldbank.org/participationlweb/webfiles/ghana.htm 

[Accessed 13.4.05] 

World Bank/CAS (1995) - World Bank Country Assisted Strategy for the Republic of 

Ghana 

http://info. worldbank.orgl etoolsl docs/library12066401 gha cas apr 1995 .pdf 

World Bank Report 21585-BR "Eradicating Child Labour in Brazil" Human 

Development Department, Brazil Country Management Unit, Latin America and 

Caribbean Regional Office http://www­

wds.worldbank.org/servletlWDSContentServer/WDSP/IBI2002/011111000094946 01122 

809560220/Rendered/PDF/multiOpage.pdf [Accessed 17/8/05] 

World Bank. (1993) "Ghana 2000 and Beyond; Setting the Stage for Accelerated 

Growth and Poverty Reduction" Africa Regional Office, West Africa Department 



http://www-

wds. worldbank. orgl external! defaul t/WD SContentServer/IW3 P IIB/2002/09 106/000094 

946 02082404015750/Rendered/PDF/multiOpage.pdf [Accessed 2.5.06] 

World Bank (2000) "Addressing Child Labour in South Asia" Issue Brief 

http://lnweb 18. worldbank.org/sarlsa.nsfl Attachments/ChLabor/$ File/ChLabor. pdf 

[Accessed 20/3/06] 

World Development Indicators (2007) "Ghana Data Profile" 

http://devdata.worldbank.org/external!CPProfile.asp?CCODE=gha&PTYPE=CP 

[Accessed 20.12.07] 

World Development Report (2007) "Development and the Next Generation" 

http://web.worldbank.org/WB SITE/EXTERNAL/EXTD EC/EXTRESEARCH/EXTWD R 

S/EXTWDR2007 10"menuPK: 1489865~pagePK:64167702~piPK:64167676~theSitePK: 1 

489834,00.html [Accessed 16.4.08] 

Woods, Ngaire (2001) "Who should govern the world economy: the challenges of 

governance and globalization" (Final version published in Renewal) Vol. 1, No. 2/3. 

Global Economic Governance Programme, Oxford 

http://www.globaleconomicgovernance.org/docs/renewal.PDF [Accessed 31.12.07] 

Yeates, Nicola (2001) "Globalisation and Social Policy" Sage Publications, London. 

Yeboa, K.Y (1994) "The civil rights and obligations of the child" in the "Rights of the 

Child in Ghana" (eds.) by Mensa-Bonsu, Henrietta and Dowuona-Hammond Woeli, 

Accra 


	489359_0001
	489359_0002
	489359_0003
	489359_0004
	489359_0005
	489359_0006
	489359_0007
	489359_0008
	489359_0009
	489359_0010
	489359_0011
	489359_0012
	489359_0013
	489359_0014
	489359_0015
	489359_0016
	489359_0017
	489359_0018
	489359_0019
	489359_0020
	489359_0021
	489359_0022
	489359_0023
	489359_0024
	489359_0025
	489359_0026
	489359_0027
	489359_0028
	489359_0029
	489359_0030
	489359_0031
	489359_0032
	489359_0033
	489359_0034
	489359_0035
	489359_0036
	489359_0037
	489359_0038
	489359_0039
	489359_0040
	489359_0041
	489359_0042
	489359_0043
	489359_0044
	489359_0045
	489359_0046
	489359_0047
	489359_0048
	489359_0049
	489359_0050
	489359_0051
	489359_0052
	489359_0053
	489359_0054
	489359_0055
	489359_0056
	489359_0057
	489359_0058
	489359_0059
	489359_0060
	489359_0061
	489359_0062
	489359_0063
	489359_0064
	489359_0065
	489359_0066
	489359_0067
	489359_0068
	489359_0069
	489359_0070
	489359_0071
	489359_0072
	489359_0073
	489359_0074
	489359_0075
	489359_0076
	489359_0077
	489359_0078
	489359_0079
	489359_0080
	489359_0081
	489359_0082
	489359_0083
	489359_0084
	489359_0085
	489359_0086
	489359_0087
	489359_0088
	489359_0089
	489359_0090
	489359_0091
	489359_0092
	489359_0093
	489359_0094
	489359_0095
	489359_0096
	489359_0097
	489359_0098
	489359_0099
	489359_0100
	489359_0101
	489359_0102
	489359_0103
	489359_0104
	489359_0105
	489359_0106
	489359_0107
	489359_0108
	489359_0109
	489359_0110
	489359_0111
	489359_0112
	489359_0113
	489359_0114
	489359_0115
	489359_0116
	489359_0117
	489359_0118
	489359_0119
	489359_0120
	489359_0121
	489359_0122
	489359_0123
	489359_0124
	489359_0125
	489359_0126
	489359_0127
	489359_0128
	489359_0129
	489359_0130
	489359_0131
	489359_0132
	489359_0133
	489359_0134
	489359_0135
	489359_0136
	489359_0137
	489359_0138
	489359_0139
	489359_0140
	489359_0141
	489359_0142
	489359_0143
	489359_0144
	489359_0145
	489359_0146
	489359_0147
	489359_0148
	489359_0149
	489359_0150
	489359_0151
	489359_0152
	489359_0153
	489359_0154
	489359_0155
	489359_0156
	489359_0157
	489359_0158
	489359_0159
	489359_0160
	489359_0161
	489359_0162
	489359_0163
	489359_0164
	489359_0165
	489359_0166
	489359_0167
	489359_0168
	489359_0169
	489359_0170
	489359_0171
	489359_0172
	489359_0173
	489359_0174
	489359_0175
	489359_0176
	489359_0177
	489359_0178
	489359_0179
	489359_0180
	489359_0181
	489359_0182
	489359_0183
	489359_0184
	489359_0185
	489359_0186
	489359_0187
	489359_0188
	489359_0189
	489359_0190
	489359_0191
	489359_0192
	489359_0193
	489359_0194
	489359_0195
	489359_0196
	489359_0197
	489359_0198
	489359_0199
	489359_0200
	489359_0201
	489359_0202
	489359_0203
	489359_0204
	489359_0205
	489359_0206
	489359_0207
	489359_0208
	489359_0209
	489359_0210
	489359_0211
	489359_0212
	489359_0213
	489359_0214
	489359_0215
	489359_0216
	489359_0217
	489359_0218
	489359_0219
	489359_0220
	489359_0221
	489359_0222
	489359_0223
	489359_0224
	489359_0225
	489359_0226
	489359_0227
	489359_0228
	489359_0229
	489359_0230
	489359_0231
	489359_0232
	489359_0233
	489359_0234
	489359_0235
	489359_0236
	489359_0237
	489359_0238
	489359_0239
	489359_0240
	489359_0241
	489359_0242
	489359_0243
	489359_0244
	489359_0245
	489359_0246
	489359_0247
	489359_0248
	489359_0249
	489359_0250
	489359_0251
	489359_0252
	489359_0253
	489359_0254
	489359_0255
	489359_0256
	489359_0257
	489359_0258
	489359_0259
	489359_0260
	489359_0261
	489359_0262
	489359_0263
	489359_0264
	489359_0265
	489359_0266
	489359_0267
	489359_0268
	489359_0269
	489359_0270
	489359_0271
	489359_0272
	489359_0273
	489359_0274
	489359_0275
	489359_0276
	489359_0277
	489359_0278
	489359_0279
	489359_0280
	489359_0281
	489359_0282
	489359_0283
	489359_0284
	489359_0285
	489359_0286
	489359_0287
	489359_0288
	489359_0289
	489359_0290
	489359_0291
	489359_0292
	489359_0293
	489359_0294
	489359_0295
	489359_0296

