




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































of the Belingwe district, another region of Southern Rhodesia pre-

dominantly occupied by the Shona people but ruled as part of the province 

of Matabeleland. What is particularly striking in the case of de 

during the period of his reign in this area between 1905 and 1908, is 

the manner in which he used his police and messengers to procure forced 

labour quite overtly from the African residents of the district and in 

the process inevitably forced a large number of them to remove into the 

neighbouring districts. Even more intriguing}in the "Ivlaparara" affair) 

is also the manner in which his activities excited popular support 

amongst the white settlers, turning the whole affair into a well 

orchestrated demonstration of white Populism. 310 For the Shona commun-

ities of the Belingwe district however, the feeling of despair and des-

pondency, especially amongst those of them who did not flee into the 

neighbouring districts, was almost tangible. 311 

Further south-east, in the broad belt of Mashonaland called the 

Victoria Circle, similar proceedings, relating to the abuse by the 

Native Commissioners of their African charges, were also quite prevalent 

in the Gutu district between 1898 and 1908. Here as in other parts of 

Southern Mashonaland, the Native Department officials appear to have 

taken advantage of the general mobilisation of labour from this region 

for the Gwelo/Selukwe mining area since 1898, with predictable telling 

effects. Thus J. H. Vlilliams, lmown locally as "Jakata", the Native 

310C.0.417/436: H. de Laessoe to Chief Secretary, Department of 
Administrator, Salisbury: December 27, 1906. The concept of "white 
populismll expressed by this author is definitely more wide-ranging than 
Henderson's analysis in relation to the colonist farmers' revolt in 
Southern Rhodesia in 1911-12. Vide: Ian Henderson: "White Populism 
in Southern Rhodesia": Comparative Studies in Society and History: 
Vol. 14: 1972: pp 357-99. 

311Ibid : statement of Tjotjo before A. A. Campbell, J.P., N/C Insiza: 
December 20, 1906. 
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Commissioner of the Gutu district from 1898 to 1902, was not slow to 

awaken to the situation and, in the process, used hut-tax and labour 

collection not only as a means of harrassing and flogging, right and 

left, those of the Gutu people who incurred his displeasure, but also 

as a stepping stone for promoting his personal economic interests, 

especially by building up a huge cattle empire of his own throughout 

the distrct;312 a measure which, however, turned out to be the cause 

of his undoing. 

tlJakata'sfl successor, Hilton Clifford Knight Fynn, the brother 

of C. G. Fynn of the Fingo location fame, was not by any means different 

from his predecessor. If anything, the latter was certainly a more 

vigorous labour activist than "Jakata" had ever been. In a nutshell, 

the activities of Native Commissioner Fynn and his cousin, J. H. 

lilacDonald, in the Gutu district between 1904 and 1908, reveal, perhaps 

in greater depth than in any other case, the dilemma of mixing admini-

strative duties with private economic interests. On a wider perspective, 

Fynn's case also demonstrates some of the salient problems of the 

B.S.A. Co's ambivalent role as both an economic power and a political 

authori~ in early Southern Rhodesia. In short, the Fynn/MacDonald 

case was mainly a collusion between a Native Department official and a 

private labour agent for the East Gwanda :tUnes to promote personal 

economic interests, under the overall rubric of recognised administra-

tive sanction, to the disadvantage of the Shona subject communities of 

the Gutu district. In essence, the issues involved in the Fynn/MacDonald 

case consisted of flogging people to procure labour recruits for the 

312C.0.417/371: 
Taberer Acti 
on his Treatment 
August 31, 1902. 
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Gwanda mines by coercion; establishing a private police force, the 

"potoria", to facilitate the work of a private labour agent; collusion 

between a Native Department official and a private labour agent to 

dispose of African cattle at paltry prices, in order to compel the 

owners onto the labour market and finally, bribery between an admini­

strative official and private economic interests,3l3 to name only a 

few instances. 

The proceedings in the Mtoko, Belingwe and Gutu districts, 

referred to above, are by no means exhaustive. But even in summary 

form, they certainly demonstrate, to a very large extent, the manner in 

which colonialism in early Southern Rhodesia had direct adverse 

bearing amongst the Shona societies of the country. The predicament 

of these colonized Shona societies did not, however, end in 1908 as our 

case studies above tend to indicate. Nor was this sorry tale of woe 

confined, primarily, to the activities of the labour agents and the 

obliging Native Commissioners in the countryside. In fact, it was 

replicated allover again at the centres of employment throughout 

Southern Rhodesia, where the Shona labourers not infrequently occupied 

the lowest rungs of the wage ladder and were also treated with contumely 

and scorn,as the case study on the Selukwe mines between 1896 and 1902 

illustrates.3l4 

Long after the affairs at the Selukwe mines,up to 1902
J
and the 

activities of Native Commissioner of the Gutu district in 1908, Shona 

labourers and recruits still faced a multitude of problems arising from 

the poor labour and race relations at the centres of employment in the 

3l3C.0.4l7/437: Hugh C. Rolleston, Clerk, Gutu, to Huntly, Magistrate, 
Victoria: March 7, 1907. 

31L ' d 'V~ e: Makambe: "Colonialism and Racism •••• " 
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country. The case of the twenty-seven Bikita labourers, recruited by 

Holman and forwarded to the Lonrho-owned mining property at Cam and 

Motor near Gatooma in 1917, is a very powerful index on the resilience 

of the predicament created by colonialism in the Shona country in early 

Southern Rhodesia. As was revealed during the course of an enquiry on 

the matter, the Bikita labourers in question had been discharged from 

their employ, because they had succumbed to one variety or another of 

those pulmonary diseases and scurvy which were a veritable scourge on 

the mines and the authorities at Cam and }01otor did not want any of 

these sick labourers to die on the property.3l5 Indeed,as the death 

of a twelve-year old ex-Cam and Motor mine labourer, Ringisayi, the 

son of Takura.a resident of headman Nenduwa's village under Chief Ziki, 

was to reveal, the callousness of the Cam and Motor mine management 

towards the Bikita labourers verged on the extremes of crudity. 

Ringisayi had been engaged at Cam and Motor as a surface boy since 

April 1917 till September of that year, when he was dismissed along with 

other sick labourers, of whom 19 later died en route to their homes. 316 

In dismissing this young labourer, who was actually "in the last stage 

of consumption or phthiSis ll ,3l7 the Cam and Jv\otor mine authorities were 

so much concerned with getting rid of this invalidated labourer and 

thus protecting the reputation of their property, that they made no 

effort to provide him with either fare or food for the railway journey 

from Gatooma to Fort Victoria. Thus it was a destitute and ill 

Hing1sayi who arrived at the Native Commissioner's office in the 

Chilimanzi distriot at the beginning of September, whereupon the Chilimanzi 

3l5A3/l8/30/4l: statements of Neya, Murgwira et al. before H. N. 
Watters. Ass. Nlc Bikita: O~tober 25, 1917. 

3l6Ibid : Watters, ASS. Nle Bikita to N/c Ndanga: Ootober 8, 1917. 

3l7Ibid: W. E. Thomas, slolN Viotoria to N/c Ndanga: October 4, 1917. 
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Native Department officials used some of their cash from the official 

vote to forward him to Fort Victoria by train, a destination that he 

reached apparently in what H. N. Watters, the Assistant Native Commiss-

ioner of the Biki ta sub-district, called "practically ••• a dying 

d " t" ,,318 y t" th" d f ft th d th f R" " " con ~ ~on.... e ~n e~r own e ence a er e ea 0 ~ng1say~. 

the Cam and Motor mine authorities, still asserted that this Bikita 

labourer was certified by the property's medical officer, Dr. J. du Toit 

r'lalan, as "fit to travel" ,319 hence the reason for his discharge. 

Here the recalcritant Cam and Motor mine management obviously 

took comfort in a ruling by the Assistant Native Commissioner at 

Gatooma, with the prior approval of the Chief Native Commissioner in 

Salisbury, that the colonist employers of Southern Rhodesia could hardly 

be expected to cope with the increasing costs on the repatriation of 

sick 
320 alien labourers; a ruling readily applied, it would appear, to 

every sick African labourer by unscrupulous employers. Besides, even 

if the Cam and Motor mine authorities had accepted responsibilit,y over 

the death of Ringisayi and other sick labourers from Bikita who had 

subsequently died on their way home, the top-level officials in Salisbury 

and the police were not prepared to institute legal proceedings over 

the issue,32l hence there was absolutely no effort by the Southern 

Rhodesian Administration to encourage a sense of obligation and res-

ponsibility by these and other mine authorities towards their African 

labourers. 

The plight of the Bikita labourers at the Cam and Motor mine in 

1917, can be said to have been, at best, only a minutae of the widespread 

3l8Ibid: ivatters, Ass. Nlc Bikita to Nlc Ndanga: September 28, 1917. 

3l9Ibid: Dr. J. Du Toit Malan, Medical Officer, Cam and Motor Hospital 
to General Manager: September 1, 1917. 

320Ibid: E. J. Eardley Mare, Ass. N/C Gatooma to Acting Hospital 
Surgeon: October 27, 1917. 

32lIb;d·. M" t b S t D tm • ~nu e y ecre ary, epar ent of Administrator to Chaplin: 
November 28,1917 and Lieutenant \~. J. Phillips, Staff Officer, B.S.A.P., 
Salisbury, to Medical Director: November 23, 1917. 
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problems faced by the African subject peoples involved in the colonist 

economy of Southern Rhodesia in one form or another. Because of the 

somewhat repressive and tighter administrative policy deployed by the 

various branches of the Southern Rhodesian Administration in Mashona-

land for reasons of historical bearing, colonial rule assumed a peculi~r 

virulence for the Shona SOCieties, notably in the field of labour 

exploitation. The South African origin of a greater proportion of the 

white colonists of Southern Rhodesia did not,indeed/augur well for 

these indigenous societies and it was this South African connection that 

white colonists in Southern Rhodesia often resorted to, in order to 

justify both their activities and ideological idiosyncracies throughout 

the length and breadth of the Shona country. 

Thus erring mine managers caught up in the morass of their own 

creation, with regard to the abuse of their Shona labourers, could, 

for instance, Bay with A. H. Brune1-Stevens, in his defence of the 

activities of William Francis Baudinet, the manager of the Aurora mine 

in the Hartley district who had been accused of ill-treating his 

labourers in 1921, that " ••• before there was any Rhodesia, my brother 

and myself were both unofficial and official protectors of natives down 

South ~in South Africat, but those natives were ~, two of whom, at 

the Capetown Docks and coast ports would shift as much cargo as 6 or 8 

322 of the specimens that inflict us, as a community, in this country." 

It was certainly this kind of ideological dressing to the activities 

of the white colonists, concerning the abuse and ill-usage of the 

subject peoples in one sphere or another of general group interaction, 

which did not make matters easier for the Shona societies. Indeed1by 

the 1920's, the situation was not improving by any means, given in this 

322N3/22/11/2: A. H. Brunel-Stevens to Secretary, R.N.L.B., Salisbury: 
November 29, 1921. 
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instance the progressive diminution of African land and stock holdings, 

then commonplace throughout Southern Rhodesia, as a prelude to the 

policy of spatial segregation advocated by the Land Apportionment Act 

of 1930. Moreover, such contentious issues as the use of forced labour 

do not seem to have ended at all in the Shona country, even as late 

as 1930. The use of coercion to procure African female labour for the 

extremely unpopular road construction work was, for instance, one issue 

raised by the Wesleyan Missionary Society, with the tacit support of 

the Southern Rhodesian Missionary Conference, for proper attention on 

the part of the Moffat government in October 1930, without much success 

however.323 

Shona response to these various facets and challenges of their 

so-called" colonial predicamen t "by 1930 was) indeed) mul ti -dimensi onal, as 

these people tried to come to terms with a colonial situation that had 

become a fait accompli. In the first place,however, it is significant 

to observe here that the Ranger notion on the mood amongst the Shona 

peoples he describes as "characterized by passivity, fatalistic accep­

tance ~of colonial rule~ and despair",324 is particularly misleading, 

especially if this mood in question is taken out of its proper context 

on the general tedium of acts of colonial domination and control. In 

addition, it should be pointed out that Ranger goes on to refer to the 

Shona communities of the Belingwe area whose story of woe we are very 

much acquainted with, in terms of labour mobilization, tax collection 

and other means of repressive colonial control at the beginning of the 

twentieth century.325 The same applies to another conclusion by Ranger, 

with regard to the people and economic conditions of the Gutu district, 

323D.0.35/370/10555: Rodwell to Thomas: Secret: October 7, 1930. 

32~anger: Ope cit. p 194. 

325vide Supra: pp 935-6. 
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also in the 1920's, as reflecting a pervading state of "degradation", 

"brutish stupor", "demoralization" and general backwardness of the area. 326 

The Ranger deduction on the state of affairs in the Gutu district 

can hardly be said to be a realistic assessment of a district, whioh had 

witnessed a systematio denudation of the eoonomic wherewithal of the 

people for the benefit of Native Department offioials and private 

1 " t "t t 327 co on~s ~n eres s. Indeed, in view of our knowledge of the opera-

tions of the Native Department officials in the Belingwe and the Gutu 

districts between 1898 and 1908, it is only proper to oonclude that 

what was generally regarded as a widespread state of economic degradation 

and degeneration, despair and despondency amongst the Shona peoples in 

early Southern Rhodesia was not altogether unconnected with those after-

effeots of the activities of both the Company officials themselves and 

the rank and file white oolonists. In the ciroumstances, the statement 

of one victim of "Maparara'slt high-handed and arbitrary aotivi ties, in 

the Belingwe distriot between 1905 and 1908, is probably one of the 

best oomments so far on the negative side of colonialism amongst Shona 

societies. "Sigwaca", the victim in questionJ portrayed the mood of the 

Belingwe people at the time of It Maparara " in the following graphic 

manner: 

The whole of the Belingwe ~istrictt is suffering 
under its present administration. The N.P. ~Native 
Policet sjambok us when they are out on patrol. 
They force our beer from us and also our goats 
and sheep. It is oommon knowledge that they sleep 
with the women when they go to the N.C. ~Native 
Commissionert to oomplain. The natives are turned 
out to work at the mines by the N.P. with sjamboks. 
I don't know a single native in Belingwe who will 
speak well of our N.C. We just live and tremble, 
not knowing what will oome to pass tomorrow. 

32~anger: Ope cit. p 195. 

327V "d S 9~6 7 ~ e upra: pp J - • 

328 

328C.O.417/436: Statement of Si~aca before A. A. Campbell, J.P., 
N/C Insiza: November 25, 1906. 
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\fr.dlst the Sigwacas and their genre had obviously given way to 

despair and despondency, as their own manner of responding to colonial-

ism in the Shona country, others, however, adopted an alternative form 

of response to the situation. This was a class of people who still 

banked on the efficacy of Shona traditional religion as an antedote to 

the adverse effects of colonialism amongst the Shona societies. In one 

sense, it is particularly interesting to note how the proponents of 

Shona religion and related traditional institutions were able to exploit 

these paraphernalia as a direct response to particular pressures, 

arising from the colonial setting in early Southern Rhodesia. Thus 

following the imposition of increased hut tax in 1903/4, the Mwari cult 

was immediately brought into the picture in the Charter district and 

the Victoria division of Southern Mashonaland. In the Charter district 

in particular, where a number of mbonga women (messengers of Mwari)329 

had called on the local traditional rain-maker to confirm the latter's 

role as Mwari's representative in the area as well as to convey Mwari's 

message from the Natonjeni shrine in the l-latopo district of Natabele-

land, these proceedings did not seem to augur well for the Southern 

Rhodesian Administration. It was, therefore, this rain-maker - turned -

messenger of Mwari who tried/in early 1904,to marshall opposition to 

increased hut-tax amongst the Shona chiefs of not only the Charter 

district, but those of the Gutu, Selukwe and Chilimanzi districts as 

well. 

The message of the rain-maker-messenger to the Shona chiefs in 

the Charter district in 1904, for instance, was clear. He had been 

delegated by Mwari to remind the Shona rulers that "this country 

329For the mbonga women and their role in the f-Iwari religion, Vide: 
N. L. Daneel: The God of the Matopo Hills: An Essay on the l'Iwari Cult 
in Rhodesia: Muoton & Co: The Hague: 1970: pp 44-52. 
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~Southern Rhodesia+ is His, if you obey Him it will be restored, and 

all of you will live in peace. The whites are daily increasing and 

will firmly establish themselves, but the time has come for them to be 

driven out. I will send whirlwinds, which will destroy them all." 

Those Shona chiefs of the Charter, like Gambiza and Tumbare, who had 

accepted Mwari's message and pledgedtheir support to him were alright. 

But their opposites who had refused to co-operate, like Magaya and 

Kwenda, were "to prepare to leave the country with the whites". 330 

Though this particular messenger of Mwari was ultimately arrested and 

tried1allegedly "for obtaining stock and goods under false pretences," 

his message did not go unheeded. In the Victoria diVision, rumours on 

general unrest, connected with African opposition to the new tax 

increase, were equally rife. 331 The same applied to the central and 

northern parts of Nashonaland where the new administrative measures had 

apparently given rise to increased liaison between Shona leaders on the 

Southern Rhodesian side of the border, like Kunzwi-Nyandoro, and those 

on the Portuguese side, like lIlakombe of the Barwe country. 332 

The years 191~13 witnessed another upsurge in the Mwari cult 

activities, largely as a response to pressures then current within the 

Shona societies. In 1911/12, there had occurred the colonist farmers' 

revolt which had resulted in increased administrative effort to procure 

compulsory labour for the benefit of the colonist farming community, 

apparently as a sign of empathy on the part of the Salisbury government. 

For those Shona societies caught in this forced labour drag-net, notably 

330 / / / / C.0.417398: J. W. Possett, N C Charter to Acting C N C, Taberer, 
Salisbury: February 17, 1904. 

3310.0.417/397: A. T. Holland, Ass. N/O Ndanga to Gielgud: December 
4, 1903. 

332C.0.417/398: Inspector R. C. Nesbitt, Officer Commanding, B.S.A.P. 
"B" Troop, Goromonzi, to Commandant, Salisbury: February 18, 1904. 
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in the Charter, Salisbury, Inyanga and Makoni districts,333 the 

situation was serious and the disadvantages very well pronounced. 

Besides, taking into account the 1911/12 drought and the subsequent 

famine, which this cosmic factor occasioned, it is easier to understand 

why the crisis arising from forced labour, drought and famine simply 

created a germane environment in which the Mwari cult could, therefore, 

operate effortlessly. In the Victoria division of Southern Mashonaland, 

the activities of the Mwari messengers, Nemacha and Magomana, were 

destined to raise a number of eyebrows amongst the Native Department 

officials and a lot of anxiety on the part of the white colonists. 

The activities of above mentioned messengers of Mwari in Southern 

Mashonaland in 1913 provide a very interesting study on the modus 

operandi of the Mwari religion in early Southern Rhodesia. Nemacha, 

for instance, was originally a rain-maker from Nemabgwa's village in 

the Ndanga district, before he assumed the role of a " 'I-lunyai' or 

'Manyusa' of Mwari (a messenger from God) ••• n,334 to quote the exact 

language of the Native Commissioner of the Gutu district in June 1913. 

On his arrival in the Gutu district to convey the wishes of Mwari as a 

curative to the problems of the people of the area, Nemacha had an 

undaunting task, at first, to convince the Gutu people that he was not 

merely "one of the many grain thieves", trying to take advantage of 

the general shortage of this commodity at the time. It was not until he 

had caused some rain to fall at Chimedza's village, that his bona fides 

as Mwari's messenger was finally accepted. In consequence, Nemacha was, 

333c.0.417/508: Burns-Begg to Newton, Acting Administrator: October 24, 
1911. 

334C.0.417/534: E. T. Kenny, N/c Gutu to Jackson, s/o/N Victoria, 
April 13, 1913, in King vs. Nematcha. For a description and functions 
of Man.yusa in Shona religion, Vide: Daneel: The God of the Matopo 
Hills: pp 52-61 andH. Franklin: "Ivlanyusa (Amanxusa)": N,A.D.A: 
No. 10: 1932: pp 77-83. 
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therefore, able to place the whole of the Gutu district in 1913, under 

the spell of the Mwari cult. 

As a sign of this widespread influence of Mwari, the Gutu people 

were expected to abide by a clearly defined routine in their daily 

activities. Firstly, they were expected to observe chisi days (about 

four in a month)335 more rigorously and were, therefore, not supposed 

to work in the fields under pain of severe punishment from Mwari. 

Secondly, they were required to take great care of their grain; store 

it, when reaped, in secure places, especially near the hill strongholds, 

and avoid selling it to white men. Thirdly, they were also required to 

take good care of their weapons, which in this case included old muzzle-

loaders, assegais and bows and arrows. After all this was done, the 

Shona communities of the Gutu district were promised that "a period of 

seven days of darkness twOuld~ occur, and that when the light again 

tappeared~, no white man tvould~ be found in the country. ,,336 Nemacha 

seems to have obviously won the confidence of the Gutu people in these 

Mwari proceedings, due to, it might be said, the respect these people 

accorded him as "Sekuru" (grandfather) and their refusal to divulge any-

thing to people associated with the "hurumende" (government). 

Nemacha's compeer, Magomana (also known as Mazayi or Nzembe) was, 

however, more forthright in his manipulation of the Mwari religion as a 

means of confrontation with the colonial rulers in the Victoria district 

and other parts of the country. Originally, he hailed from Murebekwe's 

village in the Chingoma chiefdom of the Belingwe district, whence he had 

been sent by one mbonga woman, "living close to Bulawayo", with orders 

to proceed to Chief Zimuto's in the Victoria district via Chilimanzi 

335For Chisi days, Vide: H. Franklin: "Chisi or Zwisi": N.A.D.A~ 
No. 11: 1933: p 32. 

336C.O.417/534: Kenny, N/C Gutu to Jackson, s/olN iictoria: June 2, 
1913. 
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and "see if the people were still alive after'the famine.,,337 For his 

hos ts in the Zimu to chiefdom, Magomana promised to in terce,de wi th Mwari, 

for a wind to enable them to regain once more their lost strength and 

confidence with which they were to drive out the whites from the country, 

whilst the wind in question was, for its part, to "comerolling stones 

that would crush all the white men in the country... As a price for 

this prOmising divine service, Chief Zimuto was expected to provide two 

men and a girl, from amongst his people, who were to serve as apprent-

ices under the tutelage of Mwari at ~Iatonjeni and of whom it was 

expected that " ••• by the time tthey+ could return from their errand 

all the white people would have been crushed out of the country.,,338 

In the interim, the Zimuto people, who apparently were to remain 

mere passive observers of Mwari's divine intervention in their plight, 

were all treated by Magomana with snuff, which was to act not only as 

a curative by means of which these people could regain their strength, 

but was, in another sense, also expected to help them shed off the 

dross of the then evil world and purify themselves for the great day. 

The messenger of Nwari in this case also provided the Zimuto people with 

"matibisi ~fertility medicine-t prepared from munga-meal and water" in 

order to make their fields more fruitful, but on condition that they 

did not sell any rukweza (rapoko) grain to the white people. 339 Accord-

ing to Jrlagomana, the cost for disobeying the word of Mwari was death 

and, for Chief Zimuto in particular, the example of the incumbent Chief 

Gutu, who had then gone mad, was pertinently referred to here with 

desired results. 

337Ibid: statements of Chief Zimuto et ale before C. W. Cary, 
Magistrate, Victoria, June 12, 1913; in King vs. Magomana. 

338Ibid: 

339aukweza grain occu~ied (and still does) an important place in the 
mutoro (rain-invoking) and other ceremonies associated with the Nwari 
cult. Vide: Franklin: "Manyusa (Amanxusa )": p 80. 
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Nemacha and Magomana's activities in the Victoria division in 

1912, in relation to the Nwari religion, were not at all out of the 

ordinary. The whole Shona world was, between 1911 and 1913, witnessing 

a convulsion in which their day-to-day problems were exacerbated and 

exaggerated by a combined set of cosmic and man-made factors. Under 

these circumstances, because of Mwari's role in the Shona world as both 

an immanent and transcendent force,340 a greater proportion of the Shona 

societies of Southern Rhodesia was actually compelled to look for help 

in this psychological anchor of longstanding, during these years of 

crisis. For this reason, it is thus interesting to observe that in 

mid-19l3, when Chief Gutu sent his three messengers to Matonjeni, they 

met delegates from such diverse parts of the Shona world as the Zimuto 

chiefdom in the Victoria district, Jiri in the Ndanga (later Bikita) 

district, Charter, Chibi, Belingwe, Nhema in the Selukwe district and 

even Bunyati in the Bubi region of ~~tabeleland,34l where, a year before, 

the Native Commissioner of the area had complained on the activities 

of Matendere, a messenger of Mwari, and a group of mbonga dancers 

from the neighbouring Gwelo district, who were apparently causing a lot 

of stir amongst the district's Hole elements. 342 

\'Ii th the outbreak: of the World War I, these Mwari cult activities 

had actually become more frenzied and wide-ranging, with the result 

that they had also become intertwined with Ndebele opposition to the 

war. Both the Shona and the Ndebele societies in Southern Rhodesia 

were}by 19l5,certainly quite concerned about the rumours, reaching them 

through the grapevine, that "they would be made to fight for the British 

340Cf • Daneel: Ope cit. p 17. 

341C.O.4l7/534: Jackson, S/O/N Victoria to C/N/C Salisbury: June 21, 
1913. 

342C.O.417/519: Lanning, N/C Inyati to C/N/C Taylor, Bulawayo: 
February 12, 1912. 
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and would be put in to the front firing line •••• II In addi ti on) it was 

said that IItheir cattle ~were to be+ seized to feed the troops.1I 343 

Naturally, as a reaction to these disturbing rumours, lIunusual cere-

monies ll were reported in the Victoria Circle, where chiefs also sent 

chains of messengers to the Mwari shrines in the Matopo district for 

consultation. In central Mashonaland, Nehanda, the spirit medium of 

the 1896/7 risings fame, reappeared in the Chikwakwa Reserve of the 

Goromonzi district near Salisbury, where a meeting of most of the 

leading Shona chiefs of the region was convened. To this ji~saw puzzle 

of Shona traditional religion was added the Ndebele facto~ as messengers 

from Nyamazonke, a leading chief of the Matopo district in Matabele-

land, sought to liaise with leading traditional leaders in Mashonaland 

on matters relating to '''orld War 1,344 much to the discomfiture of the 

Salisbury government. 

From our preceding analysis on events between 1903 and 1915, it 

is apparent that the Shona world was quite alive to the problems and 

limitations connected with colonial rule in early Southern Rhodesia 

and it wasJtherefore, only logical for the varioUs Shona SOCieties, so 

threatened with what amounted to dislocation, to appeal to their 

traditional religion which had previously served as a veritable psycho-

logical panacea to their ills. But this appeal to traditional reli-

gious devices, as a bulwark against the onset of colonialism, was only 

one aspect of the several ways in which the Shona responded to the 

pressures arising from colonial conquest. The third form of Shona 

response to the colonial situation we shall examine here is economic 

in character. 

343C.0.417/560: Taylor, C/N/C Salisbury to Chaplin, Confidential: 
April 26, 1915. 

344Ibid: statement of Native spy Patrick before Taberer, S/O/N, 
Salisbury: April 21, 1915. 
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Of course, it has been rightly argued, in terms of African 

economic response to colonialism in early Southern Rhodesia, that the 

Shona resorted to increased agricultural production to meet the situation~45 

But whilst this argument on colonialism acting as a form of stimulus to 

Shona agricultural output has its own merits, it has, on the other hand, 

to be admitted too, as Phimister has aptly demonstrated in connection 

with peasant production and under-development in the Victoria district~46 

that by the outbreak of World War I in 1914, increased peasant produc-

tion amongst the African societies of Southern Rhodesia was, obviously, 

losing its old magical potency, on account of the rise of a very strong 

capitalist agricultural sector in the country; limited market opport-

unities and inequitable social and capital investment. For these 

reasons, Shona economic response to the colonial situation in Southern 

Rhodesia up to 1930, here, essentially deals with the withdrawal of 

labour and emigration to the more favourable markets below the Limpopo. 

Although labour emigration from the Shona country to South Africa 

was a phenomenon which pre-dated the colonial period in Southern 

Rhodesia,347 it has to be admitted that the movement was given quite a 

boost by the advent of colonial rule. A number of factors account for 

this state of affairs. There was, for instance, the notorious operation, 

within the composite colonial society of Southern Rhodesia, of non-

economic factors to influence economic issues. In this case, the ethnic 

factor, for example, was widely deployed by the Southern Rhodesian 

Arrighi: Labour Supplies in Historical Perspective: pp 201-3. 345vide: 

346yide: Phimister: "Peasant Production and Underdevelopment in 
Southern Rhodesia, 1890-1914, ••• ": loco cit. 

347For Shona pre-colonial labour emigration to South Africa, Vide: 
Beach: "The Initial Impact of Christianity on the Shona ••• ": loco cit. 
and H. von Sicard: "Places of Ancient Occupation in Chief Negove's 
Country": N.A.D.A: No 34, 1957: p 22. 
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colonist employers as a convenient excuse for imposing differential 

treatment on various groups of African labourers and hence the dis-

crimination against the Shona labourers at the various centres of 

employment throughout the country. The case of the differential 

standards of treatment between the Shona and Shangaan labour recruits 

of similar working experiences at the Claremont mine in the Insiza 

district of Matabeleland in 1910,348 aptly illustrates this point. 

Moreover, there was the question of the unpopularity of the 

Bureau, with which both colonist employers and labour agents in the 

field tried to associate Shona actual and potential labourers, as a 

means for effecting a very low wage tariff amongst this class of 

indigenous labourers. For this reason, Walter Goddard, nicknamed 

"Hokoyo", a farmer and Bureau agent in the Victoria district, may be 

excused for siding with his recruits/in their protest in 1911,against 

the manner in which they were ill-treated by the employers of Matabele-

land to the effect that: 

Some of the boys I have seen this year ~1911} 
say, •••••• , but why are we treated like dogs at 
some of the mines and called damned chibarro, 
maholi, etc, ~sic} when if we go on our own we 
are treated similarly to other boys on the mines 
and have our wages raised when other boys' wages 
are raised. 349 

This abuse of local Shona labour at the centres of employment in 

Southern Rhodesia, arising from the white colonist attitude that these 

labourers could not, in the words of the Chief Native Commissioner for 

3~ote that Sbangaan old hands from the neighbouring Portuguese 
territory at the Claremont mine received £2 per mensem in wages whilst 
their Shona counterparts got only l5t. Vide: N3/22/ll/l: statements 
of Chanda (Shona) and Macebo (Shangaan) before A. A. Campbell, J.P., 
N/C Insiza: April 8, 1910. 

349Ibid: Extract from letter by W. Goddard, Victoria, to General Manager, 
R.N.L.B., Bulawayo: April 4, 1911. 
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Eatabele1and in 1900, " ••• be of much use on the mines as they are the 

laziest, most ignorant and unpromising material we have to deal with •• ,,350 

had a very telling effect, especially when it inadvertently combined 

with the Shona dislike of the Bureau, which, as far as they were 

concerned, only worsened their lot at the hands of the colonist employ-

ers. On the local level, as Rev. John ',fuite of the Wesleyan r-:ethodist 

lUssionary Society, then based in the Narandellas district, observed in 

1904, Shona labourers, not infrequently, could not get work even on the 

farms, in spite of the crying shortage of labour, because the colonist 

employers considered them "awkward and useless" people, who could not 

do "even a bit of farm work ••••• without a tremendous lot of trouble 

in teaching them.,,351 

On the external level, labour emigration from Mashonaland to 

South Africa, which had been temporarily but unsuccessfully smothered 

by the Anglo-Boer war (1899-1902) and the interference of the H..N.L.B./ 

'J.N.L.A. mutual agreement between 1903 and 1906,352 was given quite a 

tremendous spur by the callous eclectic attitude of Southern Rhodesia's 

colonist employers. Indee~ by the end of 1911, with the opening up of 

the Messina Copper Mines and the construction of a projected railway 

line, connecting Messina to the New Iwiotali I·anes in the northern Trans-

vaal and running parallel to the Limpopo River for some 60 miles, 

authorities in Southern Rhodesia could not help feeling a sense of 

threat to the country's labour resources by these new developments. 

ort on Native Labour on the Hines in the Selukwe 
C N C Matabeleland, July 27, 1900. 

35~vidence of Rev. John White, Salisbury: September 1, 1904, in 
South African Native Affairs Commission Report 1993-5: Vol. IV: 
pp 112-3. 

352vide Supra: pp 447-51. 

953 



Horeover, given the higher wages of the Transvaal and the absence of 

strict legislative measures against both overt and clandestine recruit-

ing of labour in Southern Rhodesia, not to mention the absence of a 

railway line connecting Fort Victoria and districts further south, like 

the Ndanga, to enable local employers to effectively tap the labour 

resources of the region,353 Southern Rhodesian authorities obviously 

felt hopeless over developments below the Limpopo, which threatened to 

open the sluice-gates and further encourage the mainstream of labour 

emigration, especially from Southern Mashonalan~ to South Africa. To 

make matters worse, there was apparently a growing awareness amongst 

the indigenous Africans, particularly in those parts of Southern 

Rhodesia more exposed to labour emigration, of the value of their 

labour in outside labour market; a factor which administrative officials 

in Salisbury admitted at the time, evidently with some pangs of remorse~54 

Under the circumstances indicated above, it is thus not surpriSing 

that after 1911,for instance, labour emigration from the Shona country 

grew in leaps and bounds. In the Belingwe and Chibi districtsJfor 

example, agents and touts of various South African mines were actually 

making a lot of headway, recruiting labour illegally from these areas 

at the beginning of 1912, by taking advantage, as they did, of the 

general famine conditions of the period to advance grain and money as 

"bonsella" to prospective recruits, as well as providing generous 

rewards to runners and sympathetic storekeepers, whose stations served 

as food depots in the process.355 At the Rand itself, during the 

353A3/18/30/27: Memorandum by Philip Jenkins, General Manager, 
R.N.L.B., Confidential: December 7, 1911. 

354Ibid: Taylor, C/N/C Bu1awayo to Secretary, Department of 
Administrator: December 13, 1911. 

355A3/18/30/28: Minute by Hole to Milton: January 17, 1912. 
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outbreak of the 1913 strike by white workers, there was a force of 

2,700 African labourers from Southern Rhodesia, of whom 2,000 came 

from Mashonaland and 700 from Natabeleland. 356 

IndeedJin the same year when the government of South Africa 

imposed a ban on the recruitment of labourers from those tropical areas 

o lying north of latitude 22 , on account of the high mortality rate 

amongst this class of labour,357 labour emigration from ~outhern 

Rhodesia to the South had virtually become an established industry. 

In the southern portions of the Ndanga, Chibi and I·ielsetter districts, 

where the dense bush and forest coverage as well as the absence of 

effective administrative control, made matters easier for the illicit 

recruiters to elude police patrols into either the neighbouring 

Portuguese terri tory or across the Limpopo into the 'l'ransvaal, labour 

recruitment for the South African mines went on unchecked till efforts 

were made to control the situation in 1915.358 In these southern part3 

of Mashonaland, labour agents like "Kunene" (D. T. Buchanan) and his 

touts enlisted recruits, whom they later registered as coming from one 

or another of' the Venda Chiefs:it the Sibasa district of the northern 

Transvaal. 359 

Moreover, voluntary Shona labour was still forthcoming in large 

numbers, as happened with the 400 labourers from the chiefdoms of 

Mazungunye, ltlabika, Muroyi, Ziti and so forth in the Bikita division of 

356C.0.417/535: F. Possett, Johannesburg, to C/N/C Taylor: July 29, 
1913 and also C.0.417/530: Burns-Begg to Lord Gladstone: Telegram: 
July 29, 1913. 

357schapera: OPt cit. pp 29-30. 

358A3/18/30/22: Report on Patrol against illicit Recruiters by Trooper 
J. M. Scallan to A.D.S.P •• Melsetter: August 18, 1915 and also Taylor, 
C/N/C Salisbury to Secretary, Dept. of Administrator: February 7, 1916. 

359Ibid : Statements of Manyatshe, Tshimbute et a1. before C. H. Harris, 
sub-N!C, Sibasa District, Zoutpansberg: June 12, 1915. 
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the Ndanga district in 1914. These Shona labourers, who were in due 

course, swindled by David Erskine, the Pietersburg District manager of 

the Native Labour Recruiting Corporation, on their way to the South 

and were also diverted from their intended destination at "I-1hlangane" 

(Randfontein) mine to the Hlobane Colliery in Natal, were apparently 

old-timers in the game of labour migration to South Africa. As their 

leader, Tom Matimbiwa, from the Duma chiefdom of Nazungunye, was to 

confess on how Erskine had fooled them by exploiting their ignorance 

on the dimensions of the 1913 Rand strike of the white miners and the 

T.iorld War I, the plans of these people, before they left IvIashonaland, 

had been well prepared and laid out. Thus Matimbiwa stated: 

During our stay in the Compound ~in detention+ 
at Pietersburg I had an interview with David 
~Erskine+ and informed him of my intention to 
proceed to Randfontein with my party. He 
informed me that there was war between the 
Europeans on the mines ~the Rand+ and that 
the mines were closed but that he could 
provide employment for me and my party on 
some of the ~coal+ mines. 360 

In the event, these labourers had been ultimately sent to the Hlobane 

coal mines in Natal, on the strength of misleading promises that the 

conditions there were good and that they would,in addition, get "a lot 

of money, Kaffir beer, food and also women ••••• " 

In any case, labour recruiting from the southern portion of 

Southern Rhodesia continued to thrive for a long time to come. And 

these labourers were quite useful in South .~rica not only in terms of 

the agricultural work they did in the Transvaal, on such estates as the 

citrus plantations at Zebedie1a and the tobacco farms around Rustenberg, 

Louis Trichardt and Pretoria, but also because, by 1917, the Native 

360U3/22/4: Statement of Tom Matimbiwa (and also Takume) before I. 11. 
de Jager, Inspector of Native Compounds, Hlobane Colliery, Natal: 
December 22, 1914. 
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Recruiting Organisation was regularly despatching large batches of them 

to the sugar plantations of Natal; hence this body's demand for the 

lifting of the restrictions on recruiting in Southern Rhodesia. 36l The 

Messina copper mines, which also depended largely on Shona labour, was 

by 1919 making similar demands to the government of Southern Rhodesia~62 

In fact, a year before, a conference was even held in Pietersburg in 

the Transvaal, with regard to labour migration from Southern Rhodesia 

and territories beyond the Zambesi to the South African markets, in 

spite of the 1913 ban.363 

In the course of all the above proceedings, the real loser was 

the Southern Rhodesian colonist employer, as W. Wood, the labour agent 

of the Shamva mine was to discover in 1917, in relation to labour 

supply conditions in the Melsetter district1where, it was reported, 

about 8,000 labourers had left for the Messina and Rand mines to 

work for periods ranging from 6 months to 2 years at a time, in response 

to the considerably higher wages obtaining at these centres.364 This 

state of affairs was to continue for a long time to come and the extent 

of the phenomenon in those districts with a long tradition of labour 

migration to the Union of South Africa even reached alarming propor-

tions. This was particularly true in the case of the Ndanga district, 

where, by 1929, a large proportion of the 85 per cent of the able­

bodied men in wage employment were actually working in the Transvaal. 365 

Even the labour routes and market intelligence mechanisms relating to 

361A3/l8/30/20: David Erskine, District Manager, Native Recruiting 
Corporation, Ltd., Pietersburg, to J. Coghlan, Bulawayo: November 26, 
1917. 

362N3/22/4: The Mine Secretary, Messina, Transvaal, to C/N/C Salisbury: 
April 21, 1919. 

363Ibid: Notes of a conference held at Pietersburg on Tuesday, Septem­
ber 10, 1918; Enclosed in Taylor, CiNic Salisbury to Secretary for 
Native Affairs. Pretoria: December 18, 1918. 

364A3/18/30/20: W. Wood, Cbipinga to C. W. Terry, Shamva: June 30, 1917. 

365Report of the CiNic for the Year 1929: pp 8-9. 
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the state of affairs on the markets of the Union were becoming increas-

1 d f " d d h" t" t d 366 ing y more e ~ne an sop ~s ~ca e • 

Judging from the extent and resilience of the labour emigration 

movement to South Africa from Southern Rhodesia in general and Mashona-

land in particular, as outlined above, it is evident that Shona response 

to colonial rule in Southern Rhodesia, by 1930, was quite effective, 

notably in relation to the manner in which they resorted to their 

traditional religious institutions and also intensified labour emigra-

tion to the South African markets. The fourth dimension of this reaction 

to colonialism in the Shona country, which inCidentally took the form 

of millenarianism, is a significant one. In essence, it was a combina-

tion of a number of forces associated with the Shona traditional belief 

system and those sectarian movements championed by trans-Zambesian 

immigrants, especially the Nyasalanders. Amongst the sectarian move-

ments imported into Southern Rhodesia by trans-Zambesian immigrants, 

Watch Towerism was perhaps the most influential amongst the Shona 

societies and hence the most successful, where it operated. The others 

were essentially peripheral and hence could only achieve minimal success, 

especially amongst fellow trans-Zambesians living in the country. 

G. C. W. Kampara's Gazaland Zimbabwe Ethiopian Church (G.Z.E.C.), 

operating in Southern Mashonaland between 1915 and 1919, was unsuccess-

ful, because, apparently due to the South African experiences and 

connections of its leaders, it was semi-elitist in character and 

evolutionary in its approach to African problems in the country; 

hence its tendency to operate largely within the framework of the 

"Southern Rhodesiaaism" concept. 367 Actually, the Gazaland Zimbabwe 

366vide: Report of the C/N/c for the Year 1926: pp 5-6. 

367 Cross: op. cit: pp 127-9. For the "Southern Rhodesianism" 
concept Vide: Supra: P 870. 
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Ethiopian Church had much more in common with the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church (A.M.E.C.) which had operated in Matabeleland since 

1898368 and only made tentative but belated and unsuccessful efforts to 

come to Mashonaland in 1919, when it appeared at the Mashaba mines 

through the work of Rev. Michael Makgatho. 369 Because of their black 

American origin, blended with a strong South African flavour, these and 

other Ethiopian sects in early Southern Rhodesia, which simply promised 

modernization without providing any cure for the social and economic 

ills of the subject African population, were easily dismissed as a naked 

quest by a handful of "protO-intellectuals" of South African and Nyasa-

land origin to assert their leadership over other Africans and, at the 

same time, secure recognition and acceptance by the white colonist 

rulers. 

Compared with the G.Z.E.C., only one other sectarian organisation 

introduced by Nyasaland labour migrants into Southern Rhodesia and with 

a strong South African base as well as black American ancestry, may have 

fared better. This was the Christian Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion 

(C.C.A.C.Z.) which appeared in Salisbury and the surrounding districts 

in 1922. The overall leader of the C.C.A.C.Z. in Southern Africa was 

apparently a black American named John George Philipps, living in 

Johannesburg, whence he directed operations as the organisation's 

"Overseer-in-charge for South Africa". John Wesley Newton Dingiswayo 

(also known as "Banya"), an Angoni labour migrant from Nyasaland and a 

former\{esleyan Methodist teacher who had lived in Johannesburg till 

1922, was "the master-in-charge" in Southern Rhodesia, where, especially 

36Bvide: NBl/13: Mikkea Ncube, Zoutpansberg, Transvaal, to Jackson, 
N/C Mzingwane, n.d: Enclosed in H. M. Jackson. N/C Mzingwane to 
C/N/C BUlawayo: February 24. 1898. 

369N3/5/2: Thomas, S/O/N Victoria to C/N/C Salisbury: July 4, 1919. 
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in central Mashonaland including the urban centres of Salisbury and 

Gatooma, he was assisted by two Angoni hands, Ozias l<Iatando and Yohanne 

Sikali in Salisbury, and also Paul Manondo, s~led the deacon of 

Gatooma. 370 

Perhaps more important than anything else, especially in terms 

of group-interaction between the indigenous Shona and the trans-Zambesian 

immigrants, the C.C.A.C.Z. was able to establish and spread some influence 

of its own, however limited, in the Marandellas, Salisbury and Hartley 

districts where it operated. Thus whilst Salisbury and Gatooma boasted 

a following of 60 C.C.A.C.Z. members apiece, the Chiota reserve had 

150 of them. Obviously this C.C.A.C.Z. success at Chiota's was largely 

due to the work of two of its prominent local workers; Isaac Chiriseri, 

a former member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and Abel Mashora, 

allegedly expelled from A. J. Luttig's Apostolic Faith Mission at 

Gatooma for misconduct. 37l Besides, unlike other sectarian movements 

of the time which adopted a very pronounced anti-government attitude, 

the C.C.A.C.Z. appears to have assumed a very moderate posture towards 

the Southern Rhodesian Establishment. This comes out quite clearly in 

Dingiswayo's instructions to Chiriseri in September 1923, when the 

latter was informed "Honour the Administrator and the Native Commiss­

ioners, curse them not ~and+ pray for them.,,372 

But, as has been roughly hinted, the most successful of all those 

sectarian organisations, either introduced or associated with trans-

Zambesian immigrants in Southern Rhodesia, was the Watch Tower movement. 

In Mashonaland in particular, the groundwork of this millenarian 

370N3/ 5/3: Ass. Superintendent, C.I.D. (B.S.A.P.) Salisbury to c/N/c; 
September 4, 1923. 

371Ibid : F. Possett, N/c Marandellas to s/o/N Salisbury: October 11, 
1923. 

372Ibid: J. W. N. Ding!swayo, Johannesburg,to Isaac Chiriseri: 
September 24, 1923. 
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organisation was undoubtedly laid down by those issues of social, 

economic and political nature which, in common with similar problems 

in other parts of the world where either socio-economic maladies or 

the limitations of colonial rule induced some measure of political de­

stabilization in one way or another,373 naturally created a very ideal 

breeding ground for the seeds of a credible spirit of revolutionism. 

In this case, the people of Mashonaland and their trans-Zambesian 

counterparts, employed in various sectors of the Southern Rhodesian 

economy before 1930, clearly seem to have tasted the same rancid broth, 

carelessly prepared by their colonist employers with adverse but pre-

374 dictable consequences. And because of the peculiarity of Iva tch 

Towerism as a kind of religion which thrived best in times of adversity 

and bad news rather than in times of prosperity and tranquility,375 it 

is hardly surprising that this new teaching should have, at first, 

attracted quite a sizeable following from amongst the indigenous and 

foreign African communities, faced as they were with immense problems 

of industrialization, gradual impoverishment and increasing land short-

age in Southern Rhodesia of the 1910's and 1920's. After all, the 

same teaching was actually being used, with good effect, in other parts 

of South Central Africa during this period, notably in Northern Rhodesia 

and Nyasaland where Watch Tower activists had quickly sprung onto the 

scene, in order to take advantage of the hardships created by the out-

break of the World Tdar I and in consequence portrayed Watch Towerism, 

to the bemused African societies thus affected, as a panacea for their 

unwarranted ills. 376 

373vide Supra: pp 910-64. 

374vide Supra: pp 914-42. 

375'~I. c. stevenson: Year of Doom 1975: Hutchinson: 
London: 1967: pp 30-1. 

376yide: Cross: OPe cit. Chapters II and IV to VI; Meebelo: 
Ope cit. Chapter VI and Shepperson and Price: 10c. cit. 
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For those African societies of Southern Rhodesia resident either 

in the urban and mining centres or in the rural areas, whose members 

were converted to Watch Towerism, it is evident that they found its 

value as a critique on the colonial situation quite irresistable. In 

this instance, the effect of the teachings of George Kungatfor example, 

to a predominantly trans-Zambesian working population of Bulawayo in 

June 1923, on the levelling qualities of Watch Towerism, can just be 

imagined, in view of this preacher's assertion that: 

You must not listen to the teachings of the 
white people as they tell lies. You can only 
work for them, but you cannot do what they say 
or tell you if you are to obey the teachings of 
the Gospel. In America the home of my church 
the natives are equal to the white man, and 
that is why the English people in Rhodesia do 
not want the American type of religion in this 
country. If the American churches are allowed 
to open here - that is the Church of the Watch 
Tower, all the natives will leave the other 
churches and join the Church of the ';-/atch Tower. 377 

Kunga continued to inform his following, on their mixed fortunes in a 

colonial setting, by pointing out that "They ~the Southern Rhodesian 

authoritiest have also stopped America from opening mission stations 

here as they are afraid we - the natives will become too clever, and 

will cease to work for them." He urged them: "Be strong as the world 

will shortly be changed, and the white man will be the servant of the 

native in heaven." 

Similarly, the ~vatch Tower protagonists continued to belabour 

this peculiar role of iiatch Towerism in the Shona country as a liberating 

theology, characterized by a quasi-egalitarian dressing which no 

colonized people, who had suffered as much as the Shona did at the hands 

of their colonial rulers, could easily shun. Noreover, as in Jolelanesia 

377N3/ 5/ S: Extracts from meetings addressed by George Kunga of the 
Watch Tower: Enclosed in J. Su rintendent C .LD. 
B.S.A P. Bulawa 0 June 25, 1923. 
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at the beginning of the twentieth century where the subject peoples had 

attributed their subordination by the white men to the latter's mastery 

of industrial skills and knowledge which they themselves consequently 

yearned to possess, in order to achieve a more just plural society,378 

the Shona peoples were, during the millenium so promised by the Watch 

Tower movement, to be fortunately aided by the Afro-Americans, who 

were to make up for any industrial shortcomings on the part of these 

indigenous peoples and thus enable them to effectively confront the 

dominant white colonist group and so turn the tables as they were then 

in Southern Rhodesia. Thus in the Lomagundi district of Nashonaland, 

where Watch Towerism was trying hard to establish a foothold, the 

Kore Kore communities of the Urungwe area were assured by watch Tower 

activists in May 1929, that: 

In about six months, a flight of aeroplanes will 
come from iUnerica - sent by a person who lives 
under the water there - manned by black people, 
who will make an aerial reconnaissance of the 
whole country. These negroes will recognize 
their own people and will then return to America. 
Shortly after this they will return and bring 
war in their train. The white people will then 
be driven out of the country and the natives will 
be freed from all taxes and European control. All 
those who have been ~baptized+ will be rendered 
bullet proof thereby; any bullets striking them 
will be made harmless, merely flattening out and 
falling to the ground in coming into contact with 
one of the faithful. 379 

Fortunately, for the Watch Tower activists in the Lomagundi 

district, the Shona country in early Southern Rhodesia was already 

favourably predisposed towards religious notions which resembled, though 

in a limited sense, those ideas propagated by this new faith. Indeed} 

it could be said that the existing traditional religious belief system 

in the Shona country made matters much easier for the predominantly 

37SVide: Lanternari: loco cit. 

379Quoted in Ranger: Ope cit. p 205. 
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trans-Zambesian protagonists of ','latch Towerism. Thus in a very striking 

manner, there developed amongst those Shona communi ties where the ',va tch 

Tower Society operated, a very powerful combination of millenarian and 

nativistic forces, both working for the betterment of the lot of the 

African subject peoples in their own peculiar ways. In fact, though it 

could be said that since Shona traditional religion, with its strong 

nativistic flavour, was, more or less, backward-looking) especially 1.,i th 

regard to its quest for a pre-colonial world altogether devoid of white 

colonist contro~and was, therefore less, syncretic and receptive to 

new ideas than the millenarian teaching of the watch Tower movement, it 

could still also be argued,however, and with a lot of justification too, 

that these two forms of religious expression certainly shared a common 

front in relation to their utopian objectives. 

In one respect, whilst ivatch Towerism forecast imminent total 

change through both divine and American intervention, Shona religionists 

banked on the immediate drastic action of Mwari against the existing 

colonial order as a way of effecting the change the subject peoples 

needed, at least according the teachings of the Mwari messengers in 

Southern Mashonaland in the 1910's as already discussed. 380 To a 

large extent, this utopian ideal, underlying Shona religion, is very 

well portrayed in the songs and traditions, which still pervade the 

Shona world even today, as depicted here by the following song of ~ 

traditional worship: 

380
V "d ~ e: 

Muvambi: Richauya jongwe raIshe, Hoye (Repeat) 

Vabvumiri: Vene vedzinonyika vachauya 
O-hwa machinda ose achauya 
Dindingwe rinenge Shumba inoruma~ 

(Repeat) 

Supra: pp 944-50. 
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~Soloist: 

The Rest: 

The Cock, the Ruler will come, Harken! 
(Repeat) 

The owners of this country ~~ll come, 
Listen, all the Counsellors will come 
~'!i th the Ruler, the Predator, the 
rampaging Lion! (Repeat) + 381 

For both.1atch Towerism and Shona traditional religion, utopianism .iaS 

obviously essential as a social device for generating superhuman efforts 

and extorting maximum loyalty from their followers) armed with which, it 

was considered that no change in the colonial situation in Southern 

Rhodesia was beyond reach, Besides, it also served very well as the 

most effective way of portraying the ideal society, which these people 

wanted to see installed, as a substitute to the raCially stratified 

colonial one, then existing in Southern Rhodesia in the 1910's and 1920's. 

Another factor which may have played a very significant part in 

facili tating the spread of IV'atch Tower influence in Mashonaland and 

ipso facto intensified the process of inter-group relationship between 

the indigenous Shona and the trans-Zambesian immigrants, particularly 

those from Nyasaland and former North-Eastern Rhodesia, was the geogra-

phical distribution of these immigrants throughout Southern Rhodesia. 

As we have, already indicated earlier on in this study, there was a 

very noticeable dominance in both the farming areas and the mining 

centres of Mashonaland of trans-Zambesian immigrants. 382 In north-

eastern and north-western Hashonaland which served as entreports for 

Nyasaland and former North-Eastern Rhodesian labour immigrants into 

Southern Rhodesia, it is only natural that the districts of Lomagundi, 

Mount Darwin, Mazoe and Mtoko in particular, should have also acted as 

receptacles to the teachings of the wandering activists of the vlatch 

Tower movement, represented here, for example, by men like Adam and 

38lRecorded at a bira ceremony in the Hadangombe Chiefdom, Chibi 
district: September 28, 1975. 

382vide Supra: pp 897-8. 
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Jack Muchenga, operating in the Lomagundi district in the mid-1920's.383 

For one reason, it has to be taken into consideration that numerous 

independent labour migrants to Southern Rhodesia from the former 

territory of North-~astern Rhodesia and Nyasaland were quite wont to 

interacting in various ways with those Shona communities of north-

eastern and north-western Mashonaland, living along the major labour 

routes, in order to procure some food and thus offset their destitution 

or simply to replenish their sUPPlies. 384 Indeed, it was in the Mount 

Darwin district for that matter, where the Native Commissioner of the 

area suggested in 1923 that since land was fairly abundant in his 

district, some of it could as well be set aside for those immigrants 

from Nyasaland who wanted to acquire land and settle in the country.385 

Moreover, it has to be said, perhaps as a credit to the sectarian 

movements in early Southern Rhodesia, that there appears to have 

existed some kind of "gentlemen's agreement", governing the activities 

of these various bodies in relation to the specific geographical spheres 

in which they could easily operate without stepping on each other's 

corns. Of course, whilst one has to accept that such a "gentlemen's 

agreement" between the various sectarian movements concerned, may have 

been largely a product of historical accidents, issues of cultural and 

social affinity as well as those physical difficulties none too often 

associated with a general lack of an adequate communications infrastru-

cture, yet, at the same time, it has to be admitted that there appeared 

in early Southern Rhodesia a definitely discernable trend towards uncons-

cious compartmentalization and confinement of these independent churches 

383S.138/106: E. G. Howman, N/C Sinoia to C/N/C Salisbury: October 8, 
1926. 

384yide Supra: pp 748-9. 

385Gann: A History of Southern Rhodesia: p 185. 
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to particular geographical loci, especially with regard to the spread 

of the influence of those bodies introduced and dominated by foreign 

Africans in the country, on which our analysis is focused here. Thus 

whilst those sectarian movements with a predominantly black South 

African origin and leadership established their influence I firstly, in 

Matabeleland and only began to look towards Mashonaland after the stage 

of consolidation, the other bodies dominated by trans-Zambesian 

immigrants, especially Nyasalanders, did exactly the opposite, operating, 

firstl~ in Mashonaland and then proceeding to Matabeleland only at a 

later period. 

From this point of view discussed above, it is, therefore, much 

easier to understand why the South African-orientated A.M.E.C., which 

started to operate in Matabeleland since the beginning of 1898, when 

Mikkea Ncube of the zoutpansberg in the Transvaal (apparently a boy-

hood acquaintance of the famous official of the Native Department, 

W. E. Thomas, during the days of Lobengula) applied to establish a 

church and a school in the province,386 made such slow progress to 

expand beyond the realms of that province. Actually it is interesting 

to observe in this respect that, in spite of the fact that the A.M.E.C. 

had become quite an established phenomenon by 1903 in the Bulawayo and 

Insiza districts of Matabeleland under the leadership of Rev. Daniel K. 

Gabatshwane,387 it had to wait for over twent,y years since its first 

arrival in Matabeleland, to cross the frontiers into Mashonaland in 

1919. But even then this appearance turned out to be quite abortive 

and nearly cost Rev. Makga tho, a long-time Sotho immigrant from the 

Transvaal, his Southern Rhodesian citizenship, since the authorities of 

386NB1/l/3: Mikkea Ncube, Zoutpansberg, Transvaal, to Thomas, Acting 
C/N/C Bulawayo: February (?), 1898. 

387NBI/l/19: Leo G. Robinson, Ass. N/C to N/C Insiza: Confidential: 
May 2, 1903 and September 20, 1903. 
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the Native Department in the Victoria district, where he claimed to 

have won some 40 adherents at the Mashaba mines, were very much opposed 

to its emphasis on independence from white leadership and control.388 

Conversely, the Watch Tower movement which had made its appearance 

on the mines and farms of central and northern Mashonaland at the height 

of the World War 1389 only managed to make its presence felt in Matabele-

land seven or so years later, following the arrival of the famous 

Nyasaland leader, George Kunga, in Bulawayo in December 1922, after a 

two-year spell of minework at the Rezende mine near Penhalonga in 

eastern Mashonaland. 390 And like the A.M.E.C. in relation to its be-

lated appearance on the Mashonaland scene in 1919, the Watch Tower 

movement's arrival in Bulawayo in 1923 unfortunately coincided with an 

increasingly hostile official attitude, on the part of the Native Depart-

ment, towards separatist organisations. In Matabeleland in particular, 

where the Native Department authorities had no experience on how to 

deal with Watch Towerism, theYJat first,looked for similar precedence 

in Mashonaland before they actually snuffed out the movement in the bud, 

as they demonstrated by the systematic harassment they mounted against 

Kunga, to frustrate his movement from spreading its influence in the 

province. 391 

In view of the facts given above, it is, therefore, quite logical 

to conclude that official reaction to the incidence of Watch Towerism in 

Southern Rhodesia greatly facilitated the process of compartmentalization, 

388N3/ 5/ 2: Thomas, S/O/N Victoria to C/N/C Salisbury: July 4, 1919 
and Taylor C/N/C to Secretary, Department of Administrator: July 31, 1919. 

389N3/5/8: Fynn, Ass. N/e Shamva to S/O/N Salisbury: Confidential: 
January 29, 1917 and Taylor C/N/C to S/O/N Salisbury: Confidential: 
February 5, 1917. 

390Ibid: statement of George Kunga before Brundell, J.P., Superintendent, 
C.I.D. (B.S.A.P.), Bulawayo: May 16, 1923. 

391Ibid: H. M. Jackson, S/O/N Bulawayo to C/N/C Salisbury: May 5, 1925. 
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whereby this movement became inexorably associated with the trans­

Zambesian immigrants and the Shona country, in very much the same manner 

as Bthiopianism became synonymous with the spread of black South African 

influence, largelY,in the province of Matabeleland. Through these 

proceedings, administrative action, therefore, only served to reinforce 

those factors of geographical import which played such a crucial role 

in shaping the direction and course of the influence of the foreign 

Africans in Southern Rhodesia up to 1930. 

Finally, in considering the growth of Watch Towerism in Southern 

Rhodesia as one aspect of the spread of black immigrant influence in 

the territory by 1930, it must be taken into account that in Mashonaland, 

the process of social interaction between the indigenous Shona peoples 

and the immigrant trans-Zambesians was very well pronounced and thus 

the pace of cultural incorporation of the latter by the former was much 

quicker and more easily effected. In this connection, it might, there­

fore, be noted too that whilst intermarriage between the Shona peoples 

and the black emigres from South Africa was, in early Southern Rhodesia, 

rather difficult to carry out, due obviously to innumerable but somewhat 

irrational mutually antagonistic intergroup attitudes which had become 

ossified over a period of time,392 the situation was quite different in 

connection with relations between the same Shona societies and the trans­

Zambesian aliens. Of course, a very decisive factor in the relations of 

these two segmental groups in early colonial Southern Rhodesia is the 

role played by both sexual deprivation amongst the trans-Zambesian 

labour immigrants and the initial pangs of social destabilization among­

st the indigenous Shona communities. 

39~ide Supra: pp 886-97. 
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Because both state and mining officials never, in the first place, 

recognized overtly the existence of women in the mine compounds, hence 

the justification of the bachelor wage tariff at the various centres 

of employment in Southern Rhodesia; because the mine authorities tended 

to exploit sex as a potential for social control amongst their labourers 

in the compounds and because family life was so patently insecure in 

the Southern Rhodesian urban and mining centres, this basic human need 

became not only a scarce resource amongst the African workers, but also 

a source of both intra-·and inte~oup conflicts. 393 This state of 

affairs was only further worsened by official restrictions on the influx 

of foreign African women, whom administrative authorities blamed for 

the absence of stable social relations amongst the foreign African 

labourers and the inconvenience they caused the Administration of 

Southern Rhodesia, due,especially, to the different African marital 

systems which obtained beyond the Zambesi. 394 

Under these circumstances, it is only natural, therefore, that 

local African women, who felt either rejected by their own societies 

or were victims of a variety of social and economic mishaps, should have 

resorted to the employment centres to look for men.where"unlike foreign 

African women, they were favourably regarded by the authorities as a 

positive factor in the process of labour stabilization.395 Thus at a 

very early stage, Native Department officials in those parts of the 

Shona country. where mining operations took place on a large scale1were 

quite hard put to the task of trying to check the increasing problem of 

sexual liaisons and other forms of social interaction between Shona 

393Van Onselen: Ope cit. pp 174-82. 

394n3/22/6: Fynn, Ass. N/C Shamva to N/C Mazoe: March 3, 1921 and 
Taylor, C/N/C to S/a/N Salisbury: March 17, 1921. 

395N3/22/8: Taylor, C/N/C to Secretary, Department of Administrator: 
October 1, 1918. 
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women and trans-Zambesian labour immigrants, as was.for instance. the 

case in the Selukwe district, at the close of the last century.396 

Actually at the King's asbestos mine at Mashaba in the Victoria district) 

for example, where a system of residential segregation existed in the 

compounds between the local and the trans-Zambesian labourers, it was 

alleged, in 1916, that the causes of conflict between these two sets of 

labourers arose not only from the manner in which the capitaos, who were 

predominantly "Northern boys •••• treated local boys very very roughly 

~sic+ and ~told+ lies about them to the Compound Manager", who, in turn, 

was said to have had " ••• a great predilection for Northern boYS",397 

but also from the fact that " ••• the alien natives - being mostly well 

set-up - often ~aused+ trouble in the family circle of local natives 

who ~were1- visited by ~their+ female relations,,;398 facts which can 

even be ascertained today from the oral evidence of the same region, 

whereby the Karanga males of the neighbourhood, espeCially ex-mine 

labourers, are more or less hostile towards trans-Zambesians for the 

same reasons given above, whereas their female counterparts are generally 

less antagonistic to these aliens.399 

396The Selukwe mines and the surrounding Shona chiefdoms, at the close of 
the last century, provide an interesting example on this matter. Vide: 
Driver's Diary: Vol. II: Entries for December 26, 1897 and January 
21-6, 1898. 

397N3/22/1/2: Thomas, S/O/N Victoria to C/N/C Salisbury: July 20, 1916. 

398Ibid : Dr. T. Williams, Resident Surgeon, King's Asbestos loline, to 
MedIC;I Director, Salisbury: July 14, 1916. 

399nuring the author's fieldwork research in the Madangombe chiefdom of 
the Chibi district, just a stone's throwaway from the Mashaba asbestos 
mines, it was asserted by female informants that trans-Zambesians were 
likeable people, who readily parted with almost all their earnings 
during their visits, when off-duty, to surrounding villages. But the 
local male informants, on the other hand. regarded these aliens, especially 
Nyasalanders, as aweful people, whom they not only accused of black magic 
and witch-craft, but also viewed them as the cause of the local labourers' 
undoing at the hands of the white colonist employers. The alien labour­
era allegedly cringing attitude towards the Southern Rhodesian authori­
ties and their tendency to curry favour at the expense of the locals were 
totally disapproved of. Vide: Interviews with Mrs. Tsindika Ta4eno, 
loIrs. Mbevi rretewende and Messrs. Gude loiatsveru and Madovi Marlya: 
JIladangombe: Chibi district: July 26, 1975. 
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On a more positive level however, it was primarily because of this 

ease, with which social relations could be forged between the Shona 

peoples and the trans-Zambesian labour immigrants, that the latter were 

able to influence the former. The case of Richard Kalinde and the 

spread of Watch Towerism in northern and central Mashonaland between 

1917 and 1927 is, particularly, fascinating on this matter. Kalinde was 

a Tao and a former member of the Dutch Reformed Church from the area of 

Chief Malenga in the Zomba district of southern Nyasaland. He had come 

to Southern Rhodesia in 1900 as a labour migrant, working at Shamva for 

two and a half years, at first as a pumping station attendant, till he 

left the mine in 1903. By 1915, he returned to Shamva, taking charge 

of the mine's pump line to the Nyague river and then rising up to become 

a caretaker over the mine's grain store, mill, kitchen and other matters 

relating to the feeding of the labourers on the propertYia position over 

which he was commended by the Compound Manager as "thoroughly honest and 

absolutely reliable".400 But till the end of 1922, when Kalinde resigned 

his job at Shamva, a number of other things had happened to him. For 

instance, he had married a local Shona (Budja) woman with whom he had 

seven children and was himself officially accepted as both a domiciled 

alien and an assimilated Shona. Indeed, when he appeared in Bulawayo 

as a Watch Tower preacher in July 1923, he was actually treated as a 

Budja from the Mtoko district.401 Moreover, in all his twenty-two 

years stay in Southern Rhodesia, Kalinde had never returned to Nyasa­

land even for a short visit, as he planned to do in mid_1922. 402 

As may be evident, Kalinde's sojourn and experiences in northern 

lashonaland were to playa crucial role in the spread of Watch Towerism 

400N3/ 5/ S: H. Montague, Compound Manager, Shamva Mine to Harvey, Ass. 
N/C Shamva: December 19, 1922. 

401Ibid: Jackson, S/O/N Bulawayo to C/N/C Salisbury: July 30, 1923. 

402~: L. Molyneaux, Ass. N/C 3hamva to N/C Mazoe: July 21, 1922. 
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after his resignation from the Shamva mine at the close of 1922. This 

long-term Nyasa1and migrant labourer was,in factJbest placed to playa 

mediating role between the indigenous Shona communities and the trans-

Zambesian immigrants and thus facilitating a process of social inter-

action between the two fronts. Indeed, once Kalinde and those of his 

compatriots from Nyasa1and began to propagate the teachings of the 

Watch Tower movement at Shamva and other centres in Southern Rhodesia, 

those factors, associated with his peculiar position in the country, were 

to be of tremendous advantage to him. Firstly, there was the question 

of his long and fai thfu1 service to the Shamva mine which earned him 

quite a glowing recommendation from the mine management to the admini­

strative authorities of the Mazoe district and those in Salisbury.403 

Secondly, there was his social attachment to the Shona world which 

obviously enabled him to attract Shona adherents to the Watch Tower 

movement. In this instance, the presence of a sprinkling of Shona 

followers from the Makoni, Mount Darwin and Mtoko districts amongst a 

predominantly trans-Zambesian membership of the movement, especially in 

such Watch Tower branches as the Salisbury, Shamva and Gatooma ones,404 

must certainly be credited to Ka1inde's role in the matter. Thirdly, 

because Ka1inde had not lost all forms of contact with his fellow labour 

migrants from Nyasa1and, it is,therefore/not at all surprising that 

within one year of his resignation from regular employment, he and his 

compatriots had established a credible foundation on which the Watch 

Tower movement could build and expand in Southern Rhodesia. 

403This kind of trust and faith in trans-Zambesians by the Shamva mine 
management was shattered by the 1927 strike at the property. Vide: 
I. Phimister: "The Shamva Mine Strike of 1927: An Emerging African 
Proletariat": Rhodesian History: Vol. 2: 1971: pp 65-87. 

404N3/ 5/ 8 : Lists of vlatch Tower followers compiled by Richard Kalinde, 
n.d.: Enclosed in c/N/c SaliSbury to Superintendent. C.I.D. (B.S.A.P.), 
BUlawayo: July 17, 1923. 
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Kalinde himself lived in Salisbury as his movement's "Pilgrim". 405 

But Wilson Chienje, a Yao hospital orderly; Dickson MpovuJa Chewa l 

working as a cook and Elias Gedetsi, an Angoni from the Dowa district 

and a former teacher employed as a tailor by a private company, were all 

in charge of proceedings at Shamva.406 In this respect, it is,indeed, 

remarkable how this Nyasaland immigrant helped to broadcast the influence 

of Watch Towerism in central and northern Mashonaland and also acted as 

a veritable bridge between the indigenous Shona and the trans-Zambesian 

immigrant worlds in early Southern Rhodesia. 

Kalinde's story should, however, not be viewed as altogether 

demonstrating an all-round successful spread of Watch Towerism in 

particular and trans-Zambesian influence in general throughout Mashona-

land before 1930. This was actually not the case. In fact, whilst some 

form of social interaction could readily take place between the indige-

nous Shona peoples and the trans-Zambesian immigrants, there were, 

however, several constraints which very often made the whole process of 

this kind of group interaction rather difficult. There was, for instance, 

a discernable trend amongst the Watch Tower protagonists to introduce 

what has been called "unreal activism", whereby they envisaged to 

create a community of faithfuls which resembled "a small island in an 

ocean of iniquity" and thereby preserve their identity as a community 

wholly encapsulated by Unbelievers.407 It was obviously this community-

creating ideal of the '~iatch Tower movement, which eventually set it on 

a collision course with the host Shona peoples. Thus whilst in the 

405Ibid: A. H. Bowker for s/o/N Salisbury to c/N/c: September 4, 1923. 

406Ibid: Lists of Watch Tower followers compiled by Richard Kalinde, n.d. 

407 Cf. J. A. Banks: The Sociology of Social Novements: lI'Iacmillan Press: 
London and Basingstoke: 1972: p 22. 
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former territory of North-Eastern Rhodesia, African chiefs of the 

region had, in the late 1910's, taken exception to such idiosyncratic 

practices amongst the Watch Tower faithfuls as sleeping together in the 

centre of the villages, allegedly anticipating that the end of the 

world might take place any time and even at night,408 the Shona chiefs 

of north-eastern and north-western Mashonaland,in turn,could not put up 

wi th some of the movement's peculiar doctrinal prescriptions as ,(lell. 

In the Mount Darwin district, the consternation of those Shona 

people, who were not members of the Vlatch Tower movement, can just be 

imagined at the attempts of the trans-Zambesian protagonists of this 

society to superimpose a mixture of Swahili!Ohewa sub-culture in a 

Kore Kore environment. The idea that local adherents of the movement 

were expected to speak only trans-Zambesian languages, like Chewa 

(Chinyanja), Chisenga and so forth1rather than Shona; that they had to 

pray also to John Chilembwe among other foreign intercessors and that, 

in their greetings,they referred to the practice as "Chikundano", 

whilst in addressing each other they exclaimed "Chikonde amayi" for 

female members and "Chikonde ababa" for males, not to mention the 

tampering with the local marital and burial customs in general, which 

this movement also sanctioned, could hardly have been allowed to 

continue for long without arousing a lot of furore, as it did in this 

area in the late 1920's.409 Indeed, it has to be recognized that it 

was this kind of cultural arrogance and general interference with Shonn 

customs and traditions by the pre-1896 black immigrants from the South, 

which cost them their lives during the risings. 4lO In fact, as far as 

the trans-Zambesian immigrants were concerned, though they may have 

40~eebe1o: Ope cit. pp 140-1. 

409Ranger : ... op .......... c;,:;;i_t. pp 206-10. 

pp 86-7. 4l0Vide Supra: 
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interacted very easily with the Shona peoples, theYJhoweverJseem to 

have generally shared their colonist employers' disrespect of Shona 

traditions and institutions, especially with regard to their attitude 

towards the Shona chiefs.411 This,of course,was quite different from 

the behaviour of even most members of the educated Shona elite, who may 

have questioned the bona fides of particular incumbents, but did not, in 

any manner, oppose the sanctity of chieftaincy itself. 4l2 

On a much more fundamental level, the spread of trans-Zambesian 

influence in Nashonaland and the whole of Southern Rhodesia through 

such bodies as the v[atch Tower movement, the Industrial and Commercial 

ilorkers Union (I.e.u.) and so forth had a lot to do with those con-

straints generally associated with composite colonial societies not 

only in early Southern Rhodesia, but in every other part of the world. 

Thus watch Towerism failed to mature not necessarily because of its 

rather narrow social base represented by its inordinate dependence for 

support, particularly in the urban and mine centres, on migrant workers 
I 

of predominantly Nyasaland origin, but also because this movements 

ideology did not appeal to the colonist authorities in Southern Rhodesia. 

After the Shamva mine strike of 1927 for instance, it was actually 

feared that any form of African unrest could very easily impair the 

security of the white colonist population and,therefore,efforts were 

consequently mounted to tighten the screws on any form of independent 

expression of African opinion in the country and the Watch Tower move-

ment and the I.C.U., both of which were somewhat synonymous with the 

spread of trans-Zambesian immigrant influence in Southern Rhodesia, 

4lL · d -v~ e: Weinrich: Chiefs and Councils in Rhodesia: p 65. 

4l2Note the role of Shona traditional leaders like Chiefs Tangwena and 
Chiweshe in the Z .A.U.U. liberation movement today. Vide: Zimbabwe Ne,'I's: 
Vol. 10: ~To. 1: January-February, 1978: pp 17-9. 
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naturally suffered in the process.413 Indeed, as far as the suppression 

of \latch Towerism was concerned, the 3hamva mine strike appears to have 

tremendously strengthened the argument of that lobbywithLnthe Salisbury 

official circles, which had, as early as 1924, advocated for the intro-

duction of a law somewhat similar to the Northern Rhodesian Native 

Schools Proclamation of 1921, as an appropriate mechanism for controlling 

Af . t· . t· I' , tt 414 r1can ac 1V1 1es on re 1910US ma ers. This was however to be 

achieved later with the introduction of the Native Preachers' Bill in 

1934. 

In many respects, the fate of the vIa tch Tower movement was very 

much similar to that of the I.C.U. in Southern Rhodesia. In Robert 

Sambo, John !>lphamba, Stephen ~latendeza, Ronald l'1apundu and other Nyasa-

land immigrant veterans, the I.C,U. Yase Rhodesia had a very strong 

element of trans-Zambesian leadership and origin. But whilst this 

labour movement tried, in the late 1920's, to spread its tentacles to 

various urban and mine centres throughout the territory, by the late 

1920's, however, the repressive measures adopted by the Salisbury 

authorities in dealing with this movement ultimately emasculated it in 

various ways. In 1927 for instance, Robert Sambo, the disciple of 

Clements Kadalie)the Nyasaland immigrant founder of the I.C.U. of 

Africa in South Africa, was deported from Southern Rhodesia, allegedly 

for creating disorder in the country; spreading communism; promoting 

Afro-American movements and embezzlement of I.C.U. funds. 415 On 

numerous mining properties in the territory, the management also 

restricted all forms of access to their workers by I.C.U. leaders and 

organizers and, in this way, demonstrated beyond doubt the success of 

413Phimister: "The Shamva Mine Strike of 1927 ••• ": pp 84-6. 

414S.l38/106: Taylor, C/N/Clto Secretary, Premier's Office, Salisbury: 
April 10, 1924. 

415n.O.63/4: Sir F. Newton to A. Edgecumbe: September 21, 1927. 
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the comyound system as one of the best forms of labour control in the 

sub-continent. 416 Such official measures, of course, only strengthened 

those shortcomings of the I. C. U. Yase Rhodesia in relation to its \-leak 

financial base, fragmented support amongst the African workers and lack 

of adequate organizational drive and appropriate strategy on the problems 

of the African worker, which were to prove, in the long run, the undoing 

of this movement. 4l7 

In the final analysis, both Watch Towerism and the I.C.U., as 

forms of expressing the African independent viewpoint on matters of 

religion and labour relations in which the Nyasaland immigrants took 

such an active lead, were, however, not very successful by 1930. As 

far as Watch Towerism was concerned, independent African religious 

expression of a more meaningful nature had to wait for the appearance, 

sooner or later, of those sectarian movements either founded or 

imported from the South by local African activists themselves, but 

considerably modified, in the process, to suit the cosmology of the 

indigenous societies. Thus the birth of, for instance, Samuel Mutendi's 

Zion Apostolic Faith Church in Southern Mashonaland in 1925, immediately 

after this activist's return to his Bikita home area from Johannesburg,418 

and that of the Vapostori movement of Johanne I~aranke in Eastern 

Mashonaland in 1932,419 indeed,presaged the arrival, on the local scene, 

of religious movements that were more aware and sensitive to the problems 

416Cf • Van Onselen: OPe cit. pp 217-8. 

417Ranger: Opt cit. pp 163-7. 

418S.138/148: statement of Samuel Mutendi before C/H/C Salisbury, n.d.: 
Enclosed in Taylor. C/N/c to sIoIN Victoria: April 4, 1925 and M. L. 
Daneel: Old and New in Southern Shona Independent Churches: Vol. I: 
Background and Rise of Major Movements: Nouton &: Co: The Hague: 1971: 
pp 376-8 and 410-1. 

419vide: M. 'tI. Murphree: Christianity and the Shona: The A th10ne 
Press: London: 1969: pp 92-110. 
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of the communities in which they operated and were, in a number of ways, 

also more accommodating towards various aspects of Shona culture. In 

the labour field, the I.C.U. Yase Rhodesia had to wait for the emergence 

of a predominantly local african leadership in the movement, which 

assumed the responsibility of directing its efforts into those proble-

matic areas that were of more immediate concern to the local African 

peoples. Thus by the late 1920's, the I.C.U. executive for example, 

included such indigenous figures as Masoja Ndhlovu, Thomas Sikaleni 

Mazula, Job Dumbutshena and Charles Mzingeli, to name only a few of 

those who began to gradually substitute the influence of their Nyasa­

land predecessors by the beginning of the 1930's.420 

420Mss • Br. Emp. S.22/Fi1e: 168: Sergeant Nasotcha Ndhlovu, General 
Secretary, Independent I.C.U. to Harris: May 4, 1932 and van Onse1en: 
OPe cit. pp 213-4. 
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CHAPTER 9 

Conclusion 

As an apt summation to this study, it is argued and emphasized 

that foreign African groups constituted a very significant but often 

underestimated social and political force in the history of the 

colonization of early Southern Rhodesia. Because of the fact that 

colonialism as a form of pluralism presaged a situation characterized 

by "fundamental discontinuities and cleavages, and a cultural complex 

based on systematic institutional diversity •.• ",l necessitated by the 

imposition of alien rule by the colonizers over the colonized, it is, 

therefore, not unexpected that the annexation of Southern Rhodesia in 

1890 should have given rise to a subsequent period of conflict between 

1890 and 1898. The indigenous societies naturally resented the 

arbitrary imposition of the new economic and political order and the 

d · 4t' l' d 2 white settler om~nance. ~mp ~e • Under these circumstances, those 

foreign Africans, introduced in early Southern Rhodesia as simple 

menials, military auxilUuies and necessary adjuncts in the course of 

missionary enterprise, became a very important factor in the whole 

process of military conquest and the subsequent political domination 

of the various forces of colonialism in the new colonial possession. 

In this instance, African pioneers from below the Limpopo like John 

Grootboom, Tom Dhlamini and the rest of their class, who participated 

in the 1893 war and the 1896/7 risings, proved to be very useful allies 

to the white settlers. 

lSmith: "Institutional and Political Conditions of Pluralism": in 
Kuper and Smith (eds.): 0p. cit: p 27. 

2cr . s. Lieberson: "A Societal Theory of Race and j~thnic Relations": 
in P. L. van den Bergh (ed.): Inter~oup Relations: 30cio1ogica1 
Perspectives: Basic Books: New York: 1972: p 38. 
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A number of factors account for the role of the foreign Africans 

in the wars of conquest and "pacification" in early Southern Rhodesia. 

From a technical point of view, the use of Xfrican auxiliaries, whether 

as an on-going process of overt collaboration or by virtue of very 

deliberate administrative policies of divide and rule, was a matter of 

economic expediency. In Southern Rhodesia, the B.S.A. Co. w'as a 

commercial consortium very much concerned with the problem of effectin!; 

the most economical means of annexing their new possessions of Matabele-

land and Mashonaland. Secondly, from an historical perspective, the 

annexation of Southern Rhodesia was essentially an extension of South 

African political and economic influence and, for this reason, it was 

not unnatural that a large proportion of South African capital and 

manpower should have been involved. Given the B.S.A. Co's. emphasis 

on cost minimization, it is not surprising, therefore, that African 

auxiliaries from the South should have come to form part of this 

company's scheme regarding the conquest and "pacification" of the Shona 

and Ndebele territories. 

r.1oreover, it should be observed that Africans from the South of 

the Limpopo had, by the l890's,had a fairly long history of contact with 

the white forces of colonialism and change in the sub-continent. They 

had become involved in various processes of integration into the social, 

economic and political systems dominated largely by the values of the 

white colonists. For the new settler society of early Southern Rhodesia, 

which, like racially stratified colonial societies elsewhere, manipulated 

the ideology of cultural differences and emphasized the importance of 

its own culture at the expense of those of the indigenous African 

communities,3 the attainments of the African peoples below the Limpopo 

could not be ignored. 

3 
Cf. L. Kuper: Race. Class and Power: Ideology and Revolutionary Chang'e 

in Plural Societies: Gerald Duckworth & Company Limited: London: 1974: 
pp 27-8. 
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For their part, those African peoples below the Limpopo, who had 

acquired certain skills and education,tended to become discontented, 

during the 1880's and 1890's, by the constraints imposed by the narrow 

ethnic and geographical boundaries of their indigenous entities and 

colonial domination. The growing exodus of African youths from South 

Africa to Europe and America, at the close of the nineteenth century, 

in quest of opportunities that did not then exist in their country, 

reflects a growing sense of international awareness; a trend that also 

spurred some of their compatriots to join the colonial movement then 

spilling across the Limpopo into Southern Rhodesia. John Makunga, 

Karl Khumalo, John Jaoobs and many others represent that class of 

Africans from the South who were prepared to proceed to Southern 

Rhodesia,in the early phases of colonization,and utilize their hard­

earned Lovedale skills to advantage. 

Moreover, the use of foreign collaborators as a mechanism for 

faoilitating the establishment and subsequent entrenohment of colonial 

rule in various parts of Afrioa was more complex than appears at first 

sight. Apart from those social images derived Simply and directly from 

the social relations of produotion and the conoomitant structural 

advantages which the European colOnizing agencies generally assooiated 

with those militaristic states in various parts of Afrioa such as the 

Zulu, the Galla, the Baganda, the ~lulani and many ot~ers, it has to be 

noted that such positive images as might have been held by the colon­

izers were also shaped by the preconceptions of pre-colonial European 

travellers, missionaries and traders in Africa. These preconceptions 

may have been somewhat lacking in objeotive reality and oould have owed 

their bona fides solely to the nature of initial oontact between the 

European visitors and the African peoples ooncerned, but, all the same, 

they oontributed to those social and psychological stereotypes that 
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subsequently governed the course of race and ethnic relations, during 

4 the colonial era. 

Against this background, in West Africa, for example, both the 

British and the French colonizing agencies came to rely, for military 

purposes in particular, on specified national groups from the hinter-

land. For instance, there was widespread admiration, amongst the 

British and French colonizers, for the Moslem groups from the hinter-

land, allegedly for their physique or because of their traditional and 

military backgrounds, which evidently justified these colonizers' 

reliance on these national entities. In Southern Africa, this practice 

was pushed even further. The Bri tish adminatiot:l of the Zulus and, 

to Bome extent, those ethnic groupings descended from the "noble Zulu 

blood", like the various Nguni offshoots throughout the sub-continent, 

was proverbial. 5 Because of these idealized views of the Zulus and 

their alleged abilit,y to adapt to all types of soldiering and discipline, 

it is, therefore, not in the least surprising that this particular 

African group should have been hotly sought for during the period of 

conquest and "pacification" in Southern Rhodesia; firstly, as recruits 

in the Matabeleland Native police in 1894 and secondl~ as a dominant 

factor in the "Black Watch" (the Mashonaland Native Police) in 1898. 

The Sotho and the "Cape Boys", who also played a prominent part as 

aUXiliaries to the white forces of colonialism during this period, were 

simply substitutes, engaged as alternatives when the Zulus were not 

forthcoming from Natal. 

4Cairns has excellently discussed this subject at length. Vide: 
Cairns: loco cit. 

5This idealization of the Zulu and Nguni culture in general is clearly 
demonstrated, in its extreme form, in the manner in which, in colonial 
Southern Rhodesia, distinctly Shona names were, for instance, rendered 
in Nguni. These include Umtali (for Mutare); Umvuma (for I.lubvumi); 
Bubi (for Vubwe); Umzingwane (for Mudzingwanye) and so forth. For this 
interesting aspect of Southern Rhodesian history, Vide: T. V. Bulpin: 
To the Banks of the Zambesi: Thomas Nelson and Sons: Johannesburg: 1965. 
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Just as in the military field, a variety of ideas and justifications 

,,,ere also employed on the labour front to introduce foreign elements 

into Southern Rhodesia. The Zulu and other African immigrants from the 

South, who had been so much idolized in the pre-l898 era, unfortunately 

could not adjust,satisfaotorily. from military to labour operations. 

Thus as the phase of oonquest and "pacification" receded into oblivion, 

a notioeable volte face became apparent in both offioial and colonist 

circles in Southern Rhodesia, as far as their attitudes towards the black 

emigres from the South were oonoerned. The loudest outcry was raised 

against the "Cape Boys", whether they were of mixed, "Coloured", origin 

or simply the eduoated Afrioans from the South, whose pretensions to 

simUlate the oolonizers' culture were bitterly resented. 

As a manifestation of the growing white 'oolonist and offioial 

resentment against these blaok emigres, punitive measures were taken 

against those individuals who tried to raise their heads above the level 

prescribed for African subject peoples in general. Karl Khumalo and 

John Jaoobs, both former secretaries of Lobengula before the 1893 war, 

were some of the individuals who bore the brunt of colonist vindictive­

ness. In the religious field, Rev. Miohael Makgatho sustained similar 

ill-treatment at the hands of his Boer patrons of the D/R/C in Southern 

Mashonaland. On a general level, restrictive legislation was even 

passed, by 1898, to monitor the movements of the black emigres from the 

South in Southern Rhodesia. In the ciroumstances, the Mfengu immigration 

scheme of 1898-1902 was/therefore/exceptional. Yet it was those peculiar 

assumptions relating to Mfengu relationship with the white oolonist 

societies of Southern Africa that rendered the scheme liable to founder. 

In the wider oontext of foreign labour importation and utilization 

in Southern Rhodesia since 1898, it is argued that the course of events 

that oharacterized this question up to 1930 ,,,as marked, from the beginning, 

not only by the nature of the relations between the dominant white colonist 
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group and the various indigenous African societies of the terri tory , 

but also by those features which commonly underlay colonial economies 

in plural societies. In terms of racial and group interaction in early 

Southern Rhodesia, it has to be emphasized that the processes of 

conquest and colonization had given rise to characteristic mutual 

distrust and hostility which bedevilled various forms of economic co-

t o 6 opera l.On. Secondly, the inability of the white settlers to make the 

indigenous African peoples of Southern Rhodesia willingly participate 

in the external economy of the country, in accordance with the new 

colonial order, provided the dominant group with a sound pretext for 

introducing new immigrant groups to fill up those economic niches 

created by the new social and political order, very much in the same 

manner as the colonist planters of the United states, Brazil and the 

West Indies did by bringing up African slaves to take up the place of 

the local labourers or the way in which Indians were imported to work 

in Natal, Mauritius, Fiji and so forth by sugar growers. 7 Thirdly, in 

Southern Rhodesia as elsewhere where the dominant settler society felt 

insecure, the plurality of subordinate communities was largely seen as 

a means of guaranteeing the security of the dominant society. The 

Mfengu, the Shangaan, the Tonga and many other communities were, 

therefore, expected to provide the guarantee the white settler society 

° d a requl.re • 

On the general economic level, it might be observed here that 

the colonization of Southern Rhodesia was simply part of a wider 

6Albert Memmi calls this mutual hostility the "Nero complex". Vide: 
Memmi: 10c. cit. 

7Lieberson: "A Societal Theory of Race and Ethnic Relations": p 44. 

aCf • The case of Hawaii where Chinese, Japanese and Portuguese 
immigrants were expected to serve the same purpose to the ruling 
plantocracy. Vide: Lieberson: OPe cit: p 45. 
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European movement that had begun during the mercantile era, when the 

European powers established for themselves a world commodity market 

based on inherent inequalities of exchange in trade with the rest of 

the world and thus giving rise to European development and colonial 

underdevelopment in the other parts of the world. With regard to the 

establishment of white settler societies, in what is now known as the 

Third World, during the nineteenth century as manifest presence of 

competitive capitalism, this was largely a projection of those inherent 

inequalities of exchange already observable during the era of mercantil-

ism. The only difference in relation to white settler societies and 

competitive capitalism is that the dominant colonist classes were, in 

every way, better placed to harness " ••• the labor-power of non-

Europeans to create a surplus for themselves and for the metropolis". 

Alternatively, the existing mode of production amongst the indigenous 

peoples was "harnessed •••• to the requirements of surplus-creation far 

Western Europe". Finally, the colonial economies of forced labour were 

also created in various regions for the benefit of the colonising 

powers, which became the epicentres far colonial development whilst the 

colonies themselves were mere peripheries, where cheap labour and 

extraction of commodities were the main economic concerns. 9 

These fundamental aspects of colonial political economies were to 

have their effects on the plural society of Southern Rhodesia too. The 

indigenous African societies were subjected to a regimen of forced 

labour which largely contributed to the 1896/7 risings. After the 

risings, whilst the repressive aspects of forced labour extraction had 

become modified, the ideological onesJhowever, became very pronounced 

~. Legassick: "South Africa: Forced Labor, Industrialization and 
Racial Discrimination": in R. Harris (ed.): The Political Economy of 
Africa: Schenkman Pushing Company: Cambridge: Massachusetts: 1975: 
p 233. 



and were characterized by taxation and other forms of non-economic 

coercion in which the state was the prime enforcer by virtue of its 

monopoly over the legitimate means of force and regulation. lO The 

subsequent extensive emigration of local labourers to labour markets 

below the Limpopo is/in part,evidence of the depth of resentment within 

the indigenous African circles of Southern Rhodesia. 

Secondly, because of the sense of mutual antagonism between the 

colonists and the colonized and because of the absence of sufficient 

incentives to attract local labourers, the indigenous peoples, who 

still controlled their own means of production at the early period of 

colonial rule, preferred to participate in what was then essentially a 

mercantile economy in the terri tory through the exchange of surplus in 

form of grain, cattle and other products. It was only by 1904-7, for 

instance, that the African indigenous economy in Southern Rhodesia was 

visibly weakened as a result not only of colonist restrictive measures,ll 

but also consequent to the rise of colonist commercial agriculture which, 

inexorably, encouraged land speculation, the increase in the value of 

land and the systematic attempts of the B.S.A. Co. to squeeze the 

African off the land. To this was added the discretionary investment 

policy of the Company which overtly discriminated against the African 

areas in favour of centres of colonist settlement. Yet in spite of 

this squeeze, it was only by the 1920's that the local African became 

convinced that all was lost and began to accept his lot under the local 

colonist employer. 

lOLegassick describes repressive forced labour economies as those relying 
on physical force, whilst the ideological ones are those employing non­
economic devices. Vide: Legassick: "South Africa: Forced Labor, 
Industrialization, and Racial Discrimination": p 234. 

l~y 1904, Africans, especially in the eastern parts of Nashonaland 
where gold-washing~still in progress, were forbidden, under pain of 
punishment, to partiCipate in this trade. 
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Under the circumstances portrayed above, foreign labourers became 

a primary concern of the colonist employers and officials of Southern 

Rhodesia. The Abyssians, Somalis and Arabs between 1899 and 1901; 

the Chinese and Indians (1899-1904); the Mfengu settlement scheme 

(1898-1905); the black west Indians in 1899; the recruits from the 

Great Comoro Islands (1911) and Zanzibar (1919) and the trans-Zambesians, 

particularly from Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland (1903-1930), represent 

a variety of schemes tried, at one time or another, for labour importation 

into Southern Rhodesia, with various degrees of success. These foreign 

labour schemes were expected to meet the needs of the colonist employers 

of Southern Rhodesia for a number of reasons. Firstly, it was assumed 

that the foreign labourer was much cheaper, more reliable and easier to 

control, since he was more vulnerable to divers pressures in a strange 

environment. Secondly, these employers were both unable and reluctant 

to pay attractive wages and stabilize labour supply, since they were 

operating in marginally profitable farming and mining industries. 

Thirdly, in a general way, labour from distant territories tended 

to accord with the marginalist economic theory on labour migration, very 

widespread during the colonial period in Africa, whereby the mobility 

of labour, rather than capital, from one region to another was viewed 

solely in terms of favourable geographical location and aggregation of 

the factors of production (namely capital, labour and natural resources) 

in specified areas and in this way gave rise to inequitable economic 

development in both colonial and subsequent neo-colonial Africa. 

Finally, these numerous schemes for importing foreign labour supply 

represented, in the Southern Rhodesian colonist context, migrant labour 

at its best. Because of the fundamental requirements of the system of 

spatial segregation which obtained in the territory, foreign labour 

schemes represented an attenuated form of migrant labour, designed not 



only to arrest the total urbanization of the African worker and his 

permanent exodus from the rural to the urban centres, where he would 

become a social and political threat to white control, but also in 

order to allow the colonist employers to benefit from a unique system 

of labour utilization and control, represented in this instance by the 

compound system, which treated the African labourer as a perpetual 

batchelor. 12 

Yet in spite of all the expectations and general optimism which 

accompanied these foreign labour schemes, most of the~, however, failed. 

The Abyssinian, Somali and Arab labour schemes ironically failed 

because of those advantages discussed above which the colonist employers 

of Southern Rhodesia so highly priced, but which these foreign labourers 

vigorously and successfully contested. Indian labour importation 

failed to materialize because of the racial sentiments, which it 

engendered in white colonist circles of Southern Rhodesia, and also 

due to the fundamental requirements related to a more credible Imperial 

policy on British trusteeship and Indian rights as British subjects 

either in India itself or elsewhere in the empire. The hostility of 

the secondary colonist segment in Southern Rhodesia did not seem to 

guarantee those rights Simla would have liked for its subjects. As 

far as Chinese labour was concerned, colonist public sentiment in 

Southern Rhodesia was even more hostile than it ever was to Indian 

labour. Besides, Number 12 Downing Street saw no strong justification 

in allowing the territory's pro-Chinese lobby to proceed with its plans 

to import this labour. Mfengu labour too was merely a partial success, 

which fizzled out as quickly as it had begun like a bubble. But these 

immigrants,howeve~ remained permanently in the country. 

12Cf • Legassick: 
Discrimination" : 

"South Africa: 
pp 248-9. 

Industrialization and Racial 
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Trans-Zambesian labour from Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland wa~ 

therefore,unique amongst the foreign labour schemes indicated above. 

In the first place, the trans-Zambesian territories were, as sources 

of labour supply to Southern Rhodesia, better placed and nearer 

geographically than most of the foreign sources the colonist employers 

of Southern Rhodesia hankered for. Secondly, the probability of any 

diplomatic complications affecting the flow of labour to Southern 

Ilhodesia was very minimal, since the B.S.A. Co. exercised a lot of 

influence in the trans-Zambesian territories, either through direct 

political control as in Northern Rhodesia up to 1923 or through 

financial contributions as in early Nyasaland. Thirdly, in Northern 

Rhodesia, the R.N.L.B. :. established veritable monopoly over labour 

recruitment which greatly benefitted the colonist employers of Southern 

Rhodesia between 1903 and 1923. In Nyasaland too, official attempts 

to canalize their labour supply solely to the Rand simply ended up 

benefitting the Southern Rhodesian employers in a number of ways. 

The success and permanence of Mfengu and trans-Zambesian 

immigration into Southern Rhodesia had wide-ranging results. For the 

trans-Zambesian territories, the progressive institutionalization of 

labour emigration to Southern Rhodesia and beyond could only encourage 

the process of underdevelopment from which they were to take some time 

to recover. The social and economic costs the trans-Zambesian territories 

were forced to bear, to the advantage of Southern Rhodesia, were quite 

heavy. In the true tradition of the system of migrant labour in the 

forced labour economies of the colonial period, the trans-Zambesian 

territories became not only virtual labour reserves for the Southern 

Rhodesia labour market, but they also became the appropriate extensions 

of the social and economic system of Southern Rhodesia, where children 

were raised and old men returned to die. Because of the migrant labour 
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system and its allied denial of full urbanization to the African 

labourer, the trans-Zambesian territories became,by and large, the 

providers of social services, pensions and other amenities to those of 

their subjects who had spent their prime in the service of the colonist 

employers of Southern Rhodesia. In Nyasaland in particular, where no 

comparable mining industry later emerged to salvage the situation, 

these human and economic costs involved in labour migration were also 

responsible for the systematic retardation of the protectorate's 

plantation econo~ and the rise of a credible indigenous bourgeoisie, 

actively involved in the territory's economic life. 

In Southern Rhodesia itself, .~rican immigrant presence had new 

implications for the successive governments and the territory's plural 

society as a whole by 1930. For instance, whilst the trans-Zambesian 

immigrants became~ by and large) a significant force in the economic 

development of that country, their counterparts from the South had 

other functions to perform. The fact that these black emigres from the 

South were, in every way, products of an on-going process of black/white 

interaction of long standing in which they had been bred and tutored, 

obviously placed them in the role of an interpolating median in Southern 

Rhodesia.s highly stratified societ,y. Indeed, because of the character­

istic tendency of the dominant groups in racially stratified plural 

societies to emphasize the primacy of cultural differences as the basis 

for racial discrimination and an inequitable class structure,l3 the 

black emigres from the South, who had accepted the doctrine of the 

universality of the Western values and the superiority of Western 

culture which underlay the cultural imperialism of cOlonialism,14 were, 

13Kuper: Race. Class and Power ••••• : p 27. 

l4Ibid : p 25. 

991 



at firstJwel1 placed in Southern Rhodesia to develop corporate economic 

and political interests of their own under the shadow of their colonist 

patrons. 

In one sense, these corporate economic and political interests of 

the black emigres, symbolized by the land grants extended to them by 

the B.S.!. Co. and their independent political structures at Bembesi, 

tended to foster the feeling of these immigrants' distinctiveness from 

the rest of the subordinate African world in the country. It was only 

after the shift in the B.S.A. Co's. economic policies between 1905 and 

1907 and the subsequent gradual withdrawal of official recognition of 

the distinctiveness of this group's distinctiveness, that the black 

emigres felt that their corporate interests were being threatened in the 

process. 15 In the circumstances, the relationship between the two 

former allied fronts changed over the years from that of submissive 

behaviour and deference, in expectation of preferential treatment, on 

the part of the black emigrds, and patronage and paternalism, on the 

part of the white colonist society, to outright confrontation, which 

certainly militated against the usual etiquette of race relations that 

had hitherto ex1sted. 16 In this way, the black/white alliance between 

these two fronts, which had developed within the framework of something 

resembling a meeting ground between personal and collective relation-

ships, was thus shattered as each front became increasingly conscious 

of its own political and economic position. 

For the African cause as a whole however, these developments, 

which shattered the former alliance between the white colonist society 

15Cf • Cohen: Two-Dimensional JiIan ••••• : pp 102-3. 

16Cf • The relationship between ex-slaves and ex-masters in post-Civil 
War America in H. J. Walker: "Changes in the Structure of Race Relations 
in the South": in van den Bergh (ed.): Intergroup Relations: Socio­
logical Perspectives: pp 28-9. 
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and the black emigres from the South and subsequently set the latter 

onto the war-path against the former, were quite beneficial in every 

way. Such events actually allowed the black emigres from the South to 

take an active lead in the processes of articulating African grievances 

against the B.S.A. Co. Administration in Southern Rhodesia. Starting 

with the struggle of the "black pioneers", led by members of the Hlazo 

family, against the B.S.A. Co. Administration be~~een 1905 and 1923 over 

the Ntabazinduna reserve and later joined in the tussle by Chief Garner 

Sojini's "black settlers" in the period between 1914 and 1923, the 

black ~migres from below the Limpopo demonstrated, however unsuccessfully, 

that having learnt the ways of the white colonist society and come to 

appreciate its sub-culture, they wereJin every waY,also determined to 

wage a legal and verbal warfare against their former patrons, according 

to the rules of the latter's own game; hence the resort by these black 

emigres to public appeals and law courts as they sought for relevant 

solutions to their controversies. 

In terms of group interaction within the African subject communities 

of Southern Rhodesia, a credible pattern of alliances developed between 

the African indigenous front and their immigrant counterparts. In 

reality, a process of progressive compartmentalization emerged as 

groups of African immigrants allied themselves to particular indigenous 

ethnic groupings in the territory; a course of developments which was, 

indeedJstrongly encouraged not only by factors of cultural and historical 

import, but also by issues relating to geopolitical location and the 

system of communications that had emerged with the rise of the colonial 

era in the sub-continent. In this instance, the 11fengu and the other 

black emigres from the South, for example, allied themselves with the 

people of Matabeleland, whilst the trans-Zambesian immigrants generally 

associated with the indigenous communities of Mashonaland. Of course, 

this pattern of alliances may not have been as water-tight as it appears, 
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but it roughly portrays the general outline of those developments which 

marked ethnic interaction in Southern Rhodesia up to 1930 and beyond. 

In essence, the alliance between the black emigres from the South 

and the Ndebele was an historical and cultural one, whilst that between 

the trans-Zambesians and the Shona societies was simply identificational 

and structural.17 The Ndebele and the black emigres shared a common 

historical past and similar cultural traits which justified a reasonable 

form of alliance between them. As far as the Shona and the trans-

Zambesian immigrants were concerned, their alliance arose primarily 

from the common form of treatment they sustained under a repressive 

system of colonial regimen. In between these specified parameters on 

ethnic interaction between the indigenous and immigrant African 

communities in early Southern Rhodesia were,however,a number of 

exceptions. For example, the Shona immigrants from Mozambique, who 

were victims of the process of arbitrary bifurcation of various national 

groups allover Africa,through the imposition of artificial political 

boundaries by respective colonial powers, obviously allied with the 

people of Mashonaland for historical and cultural reasons. The Ngoni 

of former North-Eastern Rhodesia, who allied with the Shona, as well as 

the Lozi of former North-Western Rhodesia, who allied with the Ndebele, 

were not unnaturally victims of the colonial system of communication 

whose convenience they could only ignore at a great cost. 

It is against this background of a complex pattern of group 

alliances, nourished by factors of historical, cultural, social, 

political, geographical and structural nature, that we should,therefore
J 

measure the spread of African immigrant influence in Southern Rhodesia. 

17For a discussion on the dimensions of assimilation and alliances, 
Vide: M. M. Gordon: "Toward a General Theory of Race and Ethnic Group 
Relations": in N. Glazer and D. P. Moynihan {eds.): Ethnicity: Theory 
and Experience: Harvard University Press: Cambridge: Massachusetts: 
1975: pp 84-5. 
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For instance, the black emigres from the South, who had allied them­

selves with the people of Matabeleland, could thus not avoid getting 

involved in a process which was, sooner or later, to influence the 

politics of Ndebele traditional leadership, represented by the activities 

of Nyamanda, the son of Lobengula, and Madloli Lopila, his cousin, in 

their appeals to Imperial authorities and B.S.A. Co. officials over 

land and cattle issues. The Ndebele middle class and neo-traditional 

elements were also equally influenced by the proceedings of the black 

emigres from the South, as may be seen in the activities of the grandsons 

of Lobengula, Rhodes and Albert, and in the organisation of early Ndebele 

irredentist movements. 

In Mashonaland, on the other hand, it was the trans-Zambesian 

immigrants who became a significant factor in the spread of African 

immigrant influence in the province. The black emigres from the South 

were unsuccessful in Mashonaland irOnically because of those same 

reasons of historical, cultural and social import which had rendered 

them such a success in the province of Matabeleland. The success of 

the trans-Zambesians in spreading their influence in Mashonaland was 

obviously predetermined partly by the character of colonial rule in 

this province, which tended to be overtly repressive, whereas in 

JIlatabeleland, the colonial regimen there was, more or less, paternalistic. 

Besides, the nature of group interaction between the trans-Zambesians 

and the indigenous Shona societies was somewhat happier in many respects 

than it was between the latter and the black emigres from the South. 

For these reasons, it is/therefore/not surprising that it was the trans­

Zambesian-led sectarian religious movements like the \'{atch Tower and the 

Christian Catholic Church in Zion, which managed to establish a foothold 

in the province of Mashonaland for a time before 1930. 

In their overall dealings with the indigenous African SOCieties, 

the African immigrant elements initiated an intricate pattern of social 
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relations and political alignment to facilitate group interaction 

across the frontiers and thus learn to live side by side with one another. 

Indeed, it could be said that, in the final analysis, both the black 

emigres from the South and the trans-Zambesian immigrants qualitatively 

influenced the course of the historical development of Southern Rhodesia 

and also made significant contributions to the country's culture during 

the early colonial period and after. Although as far as the black 

emigres from the South were concerned, their role in the establishment 

of a credible foundation for African nationalism in the territory was, 

at first, not altogether devoid of particularistic motives. These black 

emigres were, in the 1910's and 1920's for instance, very much concerned 

with issues of social and political exclusiveness and,thereforeJtended 

to emphasize those matters relating to their rights and privileges as Q 

third tier within the Southern Rhodesian plural society. In this case, 

those organisations which were dominated by these black emigres, like 

the U.B.V.A. and U.N.V.A., were j therefor~ essentially strategies for 

effecting formal communication amongst themselves, either through ritual 

and ceremonial gatherings or by exchange of views at regular intervals, 

and, in this way, fostering that distinctiveness to which they laid 

claim. 18 

But with the rise of indigenous-led organisations like the Ndebele 

National Home movement and the R .!{-A at the close of the 1920' s, the 

dominance of these black emigres in quasi-political organisations was 

severely threatened. That of the trans-Zambesian immigrants in labour 

movements and sectarian religious societies ,was also seriously challenged 

by the beginning of the 1930's. With the rise of the Southern Rhodesian 

African National Congress led by Aaron Jacha; the emergence of local 

18For similar developments amongst the Creoles, Vide: Cohen: op. cit: 
p 75. 
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leaders like Charles Nzingeli in the trade union movement and the 

consolidation of f.1utendi and !>laranke's sectarian religious movements in 

the 1930's, this could only mean that immigrant African leadership in 

Southern Rhodesia had, finally, been deposed and overshadowed. Thus 

from the 1930's up to the early 1960's, when the politics of reform and 

negotiation still held sway, it was with the indigenous African political 

leadership that the successive colonial governments of Southern RhodeGia 

had to deal with.19 

On the whole, such developments/dating from the later period, 

should not be allowed to detract from the contribution of African 

immigrant influence in the overall development of Southern Rhodesia. 

The role of the descendants of Mfengu immigrants, for instance, in the 

social and political development of the African subject peoples of 

Southern Rhodesia is a very positive fact. Individual descendants of 

these Mfengu immigrantsiwho immediately strike the observer's eye, 

include among them,those people who have played and still play an 

important part in the nationalist politics of modern colonist Rhodesia 

like Ernest Ndzombane, a former member of the Fingo Council at Bembesi, 

a Z.A.P.U. activist and also an ex-detainee. There is also the case of 

William Kona, the sometime president of the Rhodesia African Farmers' 

Union (R.A.F.U.) and national chairman of Bishop Abel Muzorewa' s United 

African National Council (U.A.N.C.).20 Other leading Mfengu have also 

distinguished themselves in various ways, notably the descendants of the 

Hlazo, the Sojini and Somkence families in relation to their role in the 

19roX/these African political organisations and leaders of 
Rhodesian politics, Vide: O'Meara: OPe cit: pp 91-106; 
"African Politics in twentieth-century Southern Rhodesia": 
(ed.): Aspects of Central African History: pp 225-45. 

Southern 
and Ranger: 
in Ranger 

20Mr • Kona was the national chairman of Bishop Muzorewa's party by 1975. 
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educational and other forms of African social development in the 

country of their adoption. 

Trans-Zambesian immigrants, individually and collectively, also 

made and still continue to make significant contributions of their own 

to the welfare and general advancement of those host societies in 

which they settled. The role of Dunduza Chisiza, the former Minister 

of Finance in Dr. H. K. Banda's pre-independence government in Ba1awi, 

in allying with leading Southern Rhodesian indigenous African nationalists 

like James Chikerema, Edson Sitho1e, Nathan Shamuyarira, Henry Hamadziripi, 

George Nyandoro and many others over the formation of the Salisbury Youth 

City League in the mid-1950's;1 is not insignificant. Bernard Chidzero, 

of the United Nations fame, is worth our mention too. Because of his 

mixed Shona/Chewa parentage, Chidzero's contribution in the educational 

and literary fields in colonist Rhodesia is an important one,22 as far 

as the present study is concerned. Vida Mungwira, the first African 

woman to qualify as a medical practitioner at the beginning of the 

1960's,23 is another example of the positive results of trans-Zambesian 

immigration and presence in Southern Rhodesia. 

On a lighter note, the role of these descendants of trans-

Zambesian immigrants in African social circles of present colonist 

Rhodesia is no small one, espeCially in the fields of music24 and soccer~5 

2lvide: N. M. Shamuyarira: Crisis in Rhodesia: Andre Deutsch: London: 
1965: pp 26-44. 

22vide: Dr. Chidzero's Shona novel, B. T. Chidzero: Nzvengamutsvairo: 
Rhodesia Literature Bureau: Salisbury: 1957(?). 

23persona1 Observation. 

2~ote here the role of Elias Banda and his band, the Great Sounds, in 
the urban African music of colonist Rhodesia. 

25It must be observed that the most popular African soccer team in 
Salisbury (very often identified with nationalist aspirations), Dynamos, 
is largely composed of players of trans-Zambesian immigrant ancestry. 
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In fact, some of the existing historical landmarks throughout the 

country are by themselves a living testimony to the pervading character 

of .\frican immigrant influence. 26 In short, it could,therefore,be said, 

as a fitting conclusion to this survey, that once African immigrant 

elements were introduced into Southern Rhodesia, they came to stay and, 

at the same time, established an enduring influence in the country's 

history. 

26Attention here has to be drawn to the Adelaide Ntuli Hall at the 
College of Education in Bulawayo, named after a leading Mfengu female 
educationist of the 1920's to the 1950's, and the Mai Misodzi Ayema Hall 
in the Harare Township of Salisbury, named after a leading Shona female 
activist of the 1940's and 1950's, married to a Bemba immigrant. The 
same applies to leading African secondary schools, Bernard Mzeki (near 
Macheke) and Moleli Secondary School (near Hartley), named after two 
foreign African evangelists who died in the 1896/7 risings. 
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Intervieys 

Adonis. Ruby (ne~ Makjngt': Born 1936 at Domboshava where father 
was a teacher Mr. Dodson Makunga). Educated in South 
Africa; married to a Xhosa and living in Gvelo. Member 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

of the African Methodist Episcopal Church (A.M.E.C.). 
Informant only significant as a grand-daughter of 
John Makunga, but otherwise not very helpful. Interviewed 
at Mkoba Township. Gwelo: Rhodesia: November 20, 1975 • 

.;:.C.:.:.h:irwa:'::':~'L...:.Ka~h~o.;;;l-=-e: Tonga immigrant from Malawi. Came to Southern 
Rhodesia in 1919 as a youth and worked continuously at 

Dyyili. 

Dyyili. 

the mines of the territory till 1974, namely Shamva (for 
eight months in 1919 as new arrival); Gath's mine 
(Mashaba) (for ten years - 1919-1929); King's mine 
(Mashaba) (for 25 years - 1929-1954) and at the Mashaba 
Chrome mine (for another 20 years - 1954-1974). The 
unusually long period of service was explained to the 
author as arising from the fact that the mining companies 
for which this labour migrant worked either provided very 
little pension or none at all. So in order to survive the 
informant had to work continuously since he had no inten­
tion of going back to Malawi. By 1974, the informant 
however retired and, because he is married to a Shona 
'Wife, settled in the Makambe wrd of the Madangombe 
Chiefdom (Chibi district). Interviewed at Madangombe: 
Chibi District: Rhodesia: July 25, 1975. 

Diane (Miss): Born in November, 1919. Daughter of 
Moses Dywili, a leading Mfengu personality. (Dyvili was 
a member of the Hlazo group of "black pioneers" and also 
an important figure in the A.M.E.C. He worked at various 
centres for his church in Mashonaland before his death in 
1962). Informant not very acquainted with Mfengu 
historical and political developments before the late 
1930' s. Interviewed at lingo Location. Bembesi, 
Rhodesia: November 18, 197:5. 

Georgina (nee Uwani): Born in 1900 at Umtwaka in the Cape 
colony. Mother of Diane Dywili (first born out of seven 
children) and 'Wife of Moses Dywili. (Married during the 
1918 Influenza epidemic). Somewhat guarded and suspicious 
of author's interview. Could only talk more freely on her 
stay in Mashonaland, especially in the Mhondoro area near 
Hartley and at Inyanga, where the husband was posted in 
the late 1920's. Interviewed at Fingo Location. Bembesi, 
Rhodesia: November 18, 1975. 

_H_la_z~o;..J'r....:.P_a_u_l: The surviving son of the famous leader of the "black 
pioneers" at Bembesi, John Hlazo. Paul Hlazo ws the 
fourth Bon of Hlazo (after Jeremiah, Stephen and Titus). 
Unlike his elder brothers who were all born in the Cape, 
he was born at Tegvani in the Bulilima District of 
Matabeleland on March 11, 1898, when John Hlazo was still 
an evangelist and teacher for the Methodist missionary 
society. Started teaching in "Kraal Schools" in Southern 
Rhodesia in 1914 before proceeding to Lovedale and 
St. Matthews in the Cape, between 1914 and 1924. He 
boasted to the author of having witnessed the opening of 
Fort Hare College by General Louis Botha, the South 
African Prime Minister, in 1916, when he was a student at 
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6. 

7. 

Alice. Taught for 30 years in Southern Rhodesia since 
1924 and vas also the Superintendent of the Free 
Presbyterian schools for some time. During the interview, 
Mr. Hlaao demonstrated that he vas very well versed and 
involved, in every respect, with Mfengu affairs either at 
Bembesi or in the Cape. Indeed very little use has been 
made of Mr. Hlazo's valuable information by the author 
because of the length of the work when it vas, in due 
course, committed onto the paper. But most important of 
all, Mr. Hlazo demonstrated more clearly than anybody else 
those qualities which characterize the Mfengu as distinc­
tive in the history of African social and political 
development in the sub-continent. He was proud of Mfengu 
commitment, in the past and contemporary times, to 
Christianity and the alliance with British institutions 
and authorities which this implies. For this reason, he 
quickly reminded the author that the primary school just 
near his place at Bembesi vas called Umgvashu (Milk) Tree 
School, in memory of Mfengu "liberation" by 
Sir Benjamin D'Urban and the British missionaries from 
Xhosa domination in 1835. Moreover, he informed the 
author that the Mfengu still celebrated May 8th as their 
"Liberation Day". On this score, Mr. Hlazo even called 
upon his daughter, who had arrived from the Cape on the 
same day as the author, to affirm his facts. Interviewed 
at Fingo Location. Bembesi: Rhodesia: November 18, 1975 

Khambula. John: IB.te of birth not known. Came to Southern 
====.I..-:Rh==o-=-desia from Natal in 1894 at the age of 15/16 years. 

Kana. 

Served in various capacities in the service of white 
colonists, at first as a servant and groom and later as a 
wagon driver to the B.S.A.Co. and other private employers. 
Knew Tom Ntamekhwana Dhlamini to whom he was related. 
Participated in the Shona rising (189q!7) in various 
capacities. Unlike other Zulus, he became very much in­
tegrated into the indigenous Shona society. By the 1930's, 
he owned a farm at Musengeza Purchase Area in the Hartley 
District, but sold it after the death of his wife and 
some of his children because he had a "white" certificate, 
and not the "black" one commonly issued to other Africans 
from the South and which thus barred them from living in 
the Native reserves (the Tribal Trust lands), Khambula ws 
therefore able to reside in the Mhondoro reserve under 
Chief Mashayangombe, whom he accepted as his overlord. 
Interviewed at Chegutu Location: Hartley: Rhodesia: 
November 22, 1975. 

Kenneth: Born March, 1918. A member of one of the Mfengu 
dynastic houses. A grandson of Zita Kona (died 1903) and 
Elsie Kana (his third and most controversial vife). 
Mr. Kona was very well informed on those matters pertain­
ing to Mfengu internal politics and the bona fides of 
Mfengu dynastic families. Very helpful on the Helese 
Ginya (Elsie Kona affair 1903-5). Intervieved at Fingo 
location. Bembesi. Rhodesia: November 19, 1975. 

1029 



8. Mpengesi. Meckson: Born at Bembesi in 1912. An ex-Fingo 
Councillor and was therefore well versed on matters 
relating to both Mfengu internal politics and general 
local government issues. Interviewed at Fingo Location: 

9. 

10. 

11. 

Bembesi: Rhodesia: November 18, 1975. 

Madangombe. Cephas Vushemakota: An indigenous member of the 
Madangombe (Mhari) dynasty of the Chibi District. Worked 
at the Shabani and Mashaba mines from 1922 to 1968, 
during the course of which he interacted widely with 
trans-Zambesian labour migrants. Interviewed at 
Madangombe: Chibi District: Rhodesia: September 18, 
1975. 

Madangombe
t 

Isaac Ketiwa: An indigenous member of the Madangombe 
Mhari) dynasty of the Chibi District. A lay preacher 

with the African Reformed Church (formerly D/~C) and 
very well informed on the history and political develop­
ment of the Madangombe dynasty, dating back to the nine­
teenth century. Interviewed at Madangombe: Chibi 
District: Rhodesia: August 24, 1975. 

Madangombe. Madyangobe: An old indigenous member of the 
Madangombe (Mhari) of the Chibi District. Fearless and 
very well known for his anti-Establishment views and was, 
not unexpectedlY, one of the figures behind the conflict 
between Chief Masvavike Madangombe and the District 
Commissioner at Chibi over the boundaries of the Chibi 
and Madangombe chiefdoms during the time of the interview. 
Very well informed on the coming of the whites, 
Mapainera (Pioneers) along the "Road of Mapasure" (The 
Pioneer Column Road) in the southern part of the Chibi 
District. He was also well versed on the imposition of 
colonial rule and the beginnings of Mabuka (wards) and 
mutero (taxation). The informant was also quite helpful 
on the history of the nearby mines (Mashaha, Shahani and 
Selukwe), Chibaro and the coming of trans-Zambesian 
immigrants into the country. He also remembered, with 
resentment, the role of the "Cape Boys" as wagon drivers 
at the local mines. Interviewed at Madangombe: Chibi 
District: Rhodesia: July 26, 1975. 

12. Madan ombe Shumbei Miss): Perhaps the oldest member of the 
Madangombe Mhari) dynasty of the Chibi District 
interviewed; hence she died three days later (September 
15, 1975). Informant dealt mainlY with the coming of the 
white settlers and Shona (Ndebele relations and their 
effects in the chiefdoms of South-Western Mashonaland. 
Interviewed at Madangombe. Chibi District: Rhodesia: 
September 12, 1975. 

13. Magiya. Madovi: Born in 1912. An indigenous resident of the 
Madangombe area of the Chibi District. Worked variously 
at the Mashaba and Selukwe mines since the 1920's, where 
he interacted with trans-Zambesian labour immigrants. 
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Had no liking at all for trans-Zambesians whom he 
accused of causing the travails that the local labourers 
incurred at the hands of colonist employers. Nyasaland 
immigrants were particularly disliked for their knowledge 
of black arts and dangerous medicines. Interviewed at 
Madangombe: Chibi District: Rhodesia: July 25, 1975. 

14. Ma tsveru, Gude: Aged about 90 years. An indigenous member of the 
Bere (Mhari) dynasty of the Victoria District. Was well 
acquainted with the coming of the vhites and remembers 
how his uncle vas shot dead by a white colonist before the 
Anglo-Ndebele var (1893) in the Mashaha region, allegedly 
for allowing his cattle to drink the vater this colonist 
regarded as his. Worked at the Shamva, Shahani and 
Mashaba mines from 1917 to 1974. Was a member of a party 
of labourers that started operating the Nil Desperandum 
mine at Shahani in 1917, cobbing the asbestos ore by 
thrashing it like corn (i.e. "Kupura Chinda Namavoko 
Sezviyo"). Interviewed at Madangombe: Chibi District: 
Rhodesia: July 26, 1975. 

15. Mumha. Joshua: A Senga from the fonner North-Eastern Rhodesia reglon 
of modern Zambia. Came to Southern Rhodesia as a youth in 
1923 under the influence of glossy but false promises of 
the R.N.L.B. agents, operating in his home area, that 
everything vas milk and honey in Southern Rhodesia. 

16. 

Indeed this infonnant and those of his colleagues who came 
along with him were apparently infonned by Bureau agents 
that all the African men in Southern Rhodesia had died of 
the Spanish Influenza Epidemic (1918) and that only vomen 
had survived the crisis. Worked mostly at the Mashaba 
mines from 1923 to 1973. Retired and settled in the 
Tigere vard of the Madangombe chiefdom on the strength of 
a Shona woman to vhom he vas married. (Informant died in 
October, 1975, shortly after the interview). Intervieved 
at Madangombe: Chibi District: Rhodesia: July 26, 1975. 

M ~u~si~Y~i~va~.~Ma~J~:e~n~gwa~: Born in the Zimuto chiefdom of the Victoria 
District in about 1905/6. Took a I%tupa (registration 
certificate) at the Chibi Office in about 1923. Self­
taught and went into employment at a very early age, 
starting vith looking after the sheep of the missionaries 
at Copota CD/RIC) Mission station in the late 1910's and 
rising to the position of a clerical assistant at the 
Shahani mines in the 1930's. A very brilliant informant 
on the nature of labour and race relations as well as the 
interaction between the indigenous African peoples and 
various classes of African immigrants in the ear~ period 
of colonial rule in Southern Rhodesia. Had a very clear 
grasp of the manner in which Native Commissioners and 
their aides collected taxes in South-Western Mashonaland 
in the 1910's and 1920's and also on the mobilisation of 
labour by these same officials and the Bureau. Was also 
very well informed on the issues of land and labour during 
the reign of the author's great grandfather, Chief 
Maripise "Furingi" Madangombe IV, up to 1927 and also on 
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hoy the author's grandfather, Makambe Madangombe, as the 
eldest son of Chief Madangombe, was conscripted to york 
not only at the Selukwe, Mashaba and Shabani mines, but 
was also in charge of marriages and taxes in the 
Madangombe chiefdom in the 1910's and 1920's, issuing 
Zvikvangwani Zvishava (red pendants) for those vives, 
vhose husbands had paid their taxes, to year around their 
necks, to avoid the conscription of their men for the 
Bureau. (Native Commissioners' police and messengers, of 
course, had the tendency to seize those vives vho did not 
have these red pendants in question, holding the women as 
hostages till their husbands owned up). In this process, 
the author's grandfather was said to have been frequently 
assisted by his brother-in-lav, Gveme Muguti. (In fact, 
very little use has been made of this intriguing infor­
mation for the purpose of this research, because of its 
sheer size already. But it is hoped that, should both of 
us survive the crisis that plagues our country at the 
moment, the author might subsequently write a biography 
of this informant as an index on labour and race relations 
in colonial Zimbabve). Interviewed at Madangombe: Chibi 
District: Rhodesia: July 26, 1975. 

17. Ndzombane. Ernest S.: Born in 1911 at Bembesi. An ex-Fingo 
Councillor and a leading Mfengu political activist; hence 
his periodic detention along vith other African nationa­
lists of modern Southern Rhodesian politics. Was quite 
helpful on those matters connected vith the relations of 
the Mfengu community and the neighbouring colonist 
farmers at Bembesi and the Bubi District. Interviewed at 
Fingo Location: Bembesi: Rhodesia: November 18, 1975. 

18. Nyillka. 

19. Somkence. 

Chief Morosi: Born in 1903 at Bembesi. Related to 
Mtyakisani, one of the original five Mfengu chiefs to 
arrive at Bembesi from the Cape in 1898, but four of whom 
vere later demoted in 1905. (As Mfengu chieftainship 
relates amongst the descendants of these dynastics, it is 
therefore natural that Nyilika should have been the 
Mfengu leader in 1975, vhen this research was carried out. 
His appointment was due to the fact that there was no 
agreement amongst the Konas as to who should be chief). 
Chief Nyilika was veIl informed on Mfengu history and 
Mfen~hosa relati~ns in the Cape, as veIl as on the 
vhole genesis and development of the Mfengu community in 
Southern Rhodesia. I,ong before he became chief, he 
vorked at several mining centres in both Matabe1eland and 
Mashonaland and was, therefore, quite acquainted with the 
nature of Mfengu labourers' interaction with other African 
groups in the territory. Interviewed at Fingo Location: 
Bembesi: Rhodesia: November 17 and 18, 1975. 

Rev. Oliver: Born 1903 in the Transkei before father 
(Robert Somkence) moved to Southern Rhodesia. The author 
had sent a message to Archdeacon Somkence, long before he 
left England for Southern Africa in July 1975 and thus 
the informant was quite friendly and prepared to volunteer 
information on a number of SUbjects. Informant was, how-
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ever, quite helpful on matters relating to the role of the 
Mfengu and other black emigres from the South in the 
proto-nationalist organisations of the 1910's and 1930's 
in Southern Rhodesia. This was a field in which the 
informant excelled, since he was by 1922, an Executive 
member of the U.B.V.A. as well as a registered voter by 
1928. With the creation of the African (Native) Purchase 
Areas in Southern Rhodesia in 1930, Rev. Somkence, then 
still a teacher, was amongst a dozen or so African 
applicants whose applications for land were submitted to 
the Colonial Office by the Governor, Sir C.H. Rodwell. 
Because of his position as a member of Southern Rhodesia's 
African middle class of the 1920's and the 1930's, it is 
not unexpected that Archdeacon Somkence should have been 
so helpful on his personal experiences and knowledge of 
some of the African stalwarts of the early period, like 
Thomas Maziyane, Abraham Z. Twala, Johannes S. Mokwile and 
so forth. Just as in the case of Mr. Paul Hlazo, 
Rev. Somkence's information was hardly used for the 
purpose of this work, but will be consulted for further 
research. Interviewed at St. Patrick's. Gwelo: Rhodesia: 
November 20, 1975. 

20. Tadeno. Tsindika (Mrs.): Indigenous female informant. Born in the 
Chilimanzi District but married and living in the 
Madangombe chiefdom of the Chibi District. Was quite a 
girl during the Spanish Influenza Epidemic (1918) and 
remembered quite well the catastrophic effects of this 
crisis, especially as labourers from the Mashaba mines 
fled into the open country, at the instructions of the 
authorities, and therefore flocked into the neighbouring 
Chilimanzi District too. Was quite helpful on the process 
of interaction between trans-Zambesian male labour immi­
grants and indigenous Shona women in the early period of 
Southern Rhodesian history. Interviewed at Madangombe: 
Chibi District: Rhodesia: July 26, 1975. 

21. Tetewende. Mbevi (Mrs.): Born in the Masunda chiefdom in the 
Southern part of the Chibi District, but married and 
living in the Madangombe chiefdom in the northern end of 
the same district. Was particularly informative on local 
African and trans-Zambesian labour migration to South 
Africa, using the southern region of the Chibi District, 
which borders on the Limpopo, as a transit area. Some of 
these potential migrants were said to have temporarily 
worked at Mazunga (the Nuanetsi Ranch) on their way to 
the South. Interviewed at Madangombe: Chibi District: 

1. 

Rhodesia: July 26, 1975. 

Personal Communications 

Bhebhe. T. (Mrs.): Great grand-daughter of Chief Nzimende Mbulawa 
Ndondo (and grand-daughter of Cronje Ndondo). Too young 
to know all the gruesome detail of Mfengu history, but 
helpful on modern Mfengu social conditions. Communication 
from Middlesex to author: York: November, 1973. 
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2. Makunga. D.: The son of John C. Makunga and father of Mrs. Ruby 
Adonis. Was a teacher for a long time in Southern 
Rhodesia and noted particularly for his musical expertise. 
Later left the country to live in Botswana. Was quite 
helpful on the role of his father amongst the "black 
pioneers" of Southern Rhodesia and his services in the 
Native Department. Communication to author from Selebi­
Pikwe: Botswana: December, 1974. 

3. Sojini. Rev. W.J.: Son of Chief Garner Sojini and an active member 
of "black settlers" and the African middle class since 
the late 1910's. Was very helpful on various aspects of 
Mfengu history, including his own and his family's role. 
Personal friend of late Chief Zvimba. Communication to 
author from Sinoia: December, 1975. 
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