


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AF.L. — American Federation of Labour

A.H.D.C — Africa House Defence Committee

A.R.P.S. — Aborigines’ Rights Protection Society (Gold Coast)
B.L.P.E.S. - British Library of Political and Economic Science
B.U.F. — British Union of Fascists

B.W.LR. — British West India Regiment

C.G.T. — General Confederation of Labour (France)

C.1.O. — Committee of Industrial Organizations (America)
C.P.G.B. — Communist Party of Great Britain

E.C.C.I. — Executive Committee of the Communist International
F.I. — Fourth International

G.C.A.T.T. - Glasgow Caledonian University Archive of the Trotskyist Tradition
LA.F.A. — International African Friends of Abyssinia

[.A.S.B. — International African Service Bureau

I.C.S. - Institute of Commonwealth Studies

I.LL.P. — Independent Labour Party

I.L.D. — International Labour Defence

[.T.U.C. = N.W. — International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers
L.A.L. — League Against Imperialism

L.C.P. — League of Coloured Peoples

L.D.R.N. - Ligue de Défense de la Race Négre (France)
L.G.A.A. — London Group on African Affairs

L.H.A. — Labour History Archive and Study Centre (Manchester)
L.S.E. — London School of Economics

M.O.P.R. — Russian Red Aid

N.A.A.C.P. - National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People
(America)

N.C.C.L. - National Council for Civil Liberties

N.C.L.C. - National Council of Labour Colleges

N.U.W.M. - National Unemployed Workers’ Movement

N.W.A. — Negro Welfare Association

P.O.U.M. - Workers’ Party of Marxist Unification (Spain)
Q.R.C. — Queen’s Royal College

R.C.P. — Revolutionary Communist Party

R.I.L.U. — Red International of Labour Unions

R.S.L. — Revolutionary Socialist League

R.S.P. — Revolutionary Socialist Party

S.F.1.O. — French Section of the Labour International — the official name of the
French Socialist Party

S.P.G.B. — Socialist Party of Great Britain

S.W.P. — Socialist Workers’ Party (America)

T.L.P. — Trinidad Labour Party

T.N.A. — The National Archives

T.U.C. — Trades Union Congress

T.W.A. — Trinidad Workingmen's Association

U.D.C. — Union of Democratic Control
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U.N.ILA. — Universal Negro Improvement Association
U.S.S.R. — Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
W.A.Y.L. — West African Youth League

W.A.S.U. — West African Students’ Union

W.E.A. — Workers’ Education Association

Y.C.L. — Young Communist League
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A. Proconsuls, Beware: A Cautionary Tale
Port of Spain Gazette, 11 September 1932.

The Hon. Peter Delaney was happily married, he had a fine son, he made five
thousand pounds a year, from his position as member of the Legislative Council he
was invited to Government House for all official functions. Ifa ranking list had been
made of the hundred thousand or so inhabitants of the West Indian island on which he
lived, he would have been perhaps among the first three, certainly among the first
half dozen. But the gods had placed the fly in his ointment, the grain of dust in his
machine. Mr. Delaney was a coloured man.

He was a coloured man, coloured in the West Indian sense of the term, which
is to say he is not black as a full blooded negro is black, but brown, halfway between
black and white, so to speak. In another two or three generations the Delaneys would
be all white. Mr. Delaney had married an Englishwoman. His son was much nearer
white than he was. His son would repeat the process until the Delaneys would be
able despise black people without any inward qualms. But for the Hon. Peter there
was no hope. As he was, he would remain.

Socially he lived a sort of half and half existence, ashamed of keeping
company with dark people and doing his best to get into the company of white
people, who despised him for his snobbery, but feared and respected him for his
power and ability in the legal and political world. The Hon. Peter was too intelligent
not to be quite aware of all of this. But, nevertheless, men are men. As ignorance of
the law is no excuse so often knowledge of the disease is no remedy.

But things had been improving of late. The political situation in the West
Indies increasingly uncertain and disturbed, had made a great difference to the
position of men like the Hon. Peter. As Governor, Colonial Secretary, and the higher
officials felt the pressure of the people on them they realised that it would be just as
well to have on their side a few whom they might with some plausibility refer to as
representatives of the local people. The Hon. Peter found himself invited to tea, not
tea with thirty or forty other people at a semi-official sort of function, but tea with a
cosy party, the Colonial Secretary and wife, the Chief Justice and wife and the
President of the Chamber of Commerce, without wife. His wife had refused to meet
the Hon. Peter, but Peter did not know this and even if he had, it would have been
compensated for by the fact his son Cecil, his only child, spent a weekend at a rather
exclusive all white party.

These functions followed in fairly quick succession, and even the leaders of
the democratic party had to agree that the Hon. Peter had never spoken so well as in
the great speech defending the attitude of the Government in refusing to introduce the
Workingmen’s Compensation Act at this critical period in the industrial history of the
island. The Herald, the paper of the merchants and supporters of the Government, in
a leading article suggested that the time had come when the Government should
recognise the services of local men; it looked forward to certain distinguished local
figures appearing in the next Honours List.

The Hon. Peter Delaney’s heart beat uncomfortably when he read this. He
knew that the Colonial Secretary and the editor of the Herald worked hand in glove.
They could not dare to offer him the O.B.E. He was too big a man for that. It would
be knighthood or nothing. Cecil indeed was all a father could desire. And many who
detested the father, liked the son by contrast for his own sake. He was a shy boy.
with a charming smile, full of a carefully inculcated respect for authority. He was a
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ﬁge cricketer, and his fathers’ cup overflowed when His Excellency after opening a
bridge one morning, came on to lunch at the Hon. Peter Delaney’s country estate and
took part in a cricket match in the afternoon.

Cecil made fifty-eight delightful runs that day. But the chief impression made
on his mind was the vast preparation, the carpet from the street to the house. the
number of white people and important officials, the champagne, the expense. Nor did
he ever forget the sight of the Governor walking about the pavilion with an equerry
hopping frog-fashion on each side, putting on His Excellency’s pads.

“You see, my boy” said the Hon. Peter as he talked it over with Cecil
afterwards. “The Governor is the representative of His Majesty, the King. It has cost
a lot of money, I admit, but still, you can never do too much for anyone in such an
exalted position. Remember that...” Cecil remembered that. He was a good boy
who remembered most things that his father told him. In the September he left for
England to study law. Before he left he and his father and mother dined out at
Government House with the Auditor General and the Collector of Customs (and
wife), the conversation dwelt largely on England.

Cecil came to London and lived an exemplary life. There were students who
read subversive books and declaimed against Imperialism. Cecil had nothing to do
with them. When he passed his first examination, his father wrote to say that both the
Excellencies sent to congratulate him.

One night, Cecil went to see Hamlet at the Old Vic. It lasted a long time and
when he came out, he was feeling rather hungry. Unlike most London students, he
took his meals at regular hours and usually ate at home. But tonight, he stood in the
queue which had lined up before a rather disreputable looking coffee stall. In front of
him was a workmen with his trousers tied below the knee, a real neckerchief, a pipe
turned upside down and a habit of spitting after every puff. Cecil almost felt like
leaving but decided to stay. He paid for his coffee and a sandwich, and began to stir
his cup, casting his eyes casually over the crowd. Then suddenly he dropped his
spoon, turned around and walked off rapidly. He shared a bedroom with the son of
the household, some relations of his mothers. Dick noted as soon as Cecil came in
that something was wrong. But Cecil for once when spoken to was almost rude in
reply. Dick went to sleep but got up later and found Cecil still up. And smoking.
What in the name of heaven was wrong?

And then in the small hours of the morning, Cecil sobbed out his difficulty on
Dick’s shoulder. In the dirty crowd around the coffee stall, waiting their turn with
Tom, Dick and Mrs. Harry he had seen His Excellency, the Governor and his wife.
Cecil never recovered from the shock, and his fall from grace has been rapid. He
joined societies, became a great drinker or beer and smoker of pipes. He now wears a
red tie, has contributed to the Daily Worker, and the latest heard of him is that he
contemplates speaking in Hyde Park on the evils of Brtish Colonial Government.
The opposition papers at home make much of it. His mother is slimming after many
years of fruitless effort. His father is grey. At the official dinner of welcome to His
Excellency on his return from leave, the Hon. Peter was treated with marked
coldness, the knighthood seems further off than ever. Even the despised O.B.E.

MORAL
When Proconsuls forsake the chicken and champagne and other burdens of

Colonial Government for the ancestral sausages and mashed pint of bitter. let them do
so with a due regard for their former exalted position and the fierce light which beats
upon a throne.

415



B. “Coloured Peoples under British Rule.” Fine lecture at Nelson.
Nelson Leader, 27 January 1933.

A fairly good audience turned up at the I.L.P. rooms on Sunday evening to
hear Mr. James, the West Indian, who is a good friend of Constantine’s, speak on the
above subject. His audience were rewarded by the manner in which the speaker dealt
with the subject, and also for the sympathy which he had for the exploited people
under British rule, in their demands for independence.

At the outset of his address, he stated that there was no hope of Labour’s
ideals being realised in this country unless the colonial peoples under British rule
were granted independence. Mr. James then went on to deal with three sorts of
coloured people who were subject to British rule, i.e. the people in Kenya, Burma and
the West Indies.

Dealing with Kenya, he said that thirty two years ago the natives were
untouched by British rule and white civilisation. They could be classed like
European rural districts today. Then the white settlers came, and in order to live. the
natives had to pay a poll tax to the settlers. This meant that they had to have money,
and in order to get money they had to work for the white settlers. Failing to pay the
poll tax, they were punished and subject to criminal law. The natives of Kenya were
keenly up against this imposition.

The speaker then went on to deal with Burma, which was taken over by the
British Government fifty years ago. The people of Burma had been very dissatisfied
with British control for some time, and in 1932 a conference was held to discuss a
new constitution for them. The conference suggested that they could have self-
government, with the exception of the control of currency, the army and the payment
of pensions. These recommendations Mr. James referred to ironically, and said they
were only the shadow and not the substance of self-government. Six weeks ago, the
Burmese people were allowed to vote on the recommendations, and to the great
surprise of Britain, they voted in favour of being under an Indian constitution in
preference to the British Governor’s suggested constitution

Mr. James then finally dealt with his native country, the West Indies. He said
the position there was becoming serious, as the West Indians were becoming very
impatient about self-government. He said eighty percent of the professional men in
that country were West Indians. He cited Jamaica as having the lowest percentage of
crime and pauperism in the whole world. Britain, however, would not concede self-
government to the West Indian people. Mr. James also went on to deal with the
Legislative Assembly in which seven out of twenty-seven were delegates elected by
the Governor General of the British Government. The position, Mr. James
contended, was becoming farcical, as they could not get representatives to stand for
the Assembly, because when they were elected they had no power.

The speaker finished by saying that the West Indians would be friendly to
Britain if home rule were granted, as they had got accustomed to British people, and
in many ways the ripe experience of Britain had contributed to certain improvements
in West Indian life, despite the disadvantages on the other hand, which the West
Indian people had been subjected to as a Colonial Unit responsible to Britain. There
were many questions at the close, and there was no doubt that the audience very
much appreciated the striking and interesting way in which the address was
presented.
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C. Racial Prejudice in England. Coloured Lecturer and Fffect of British Rule.
“Negro moral code might have been an example to the world.”
Nelson Leader, 16 March 1934.

‘Racial prejudice in England is much stronger today than it was a hundred
years ago,” said Mr. C.L.R. James, the West Indian author, in the course of his
address on ‘The Negro,’ in the Grand Cinema, on Sunday evening, under the
auspices of the Nelson Sunday Lecture Society. ‘While in other European countries
there is a steadily-growing appreciation of the Negro, there has been a change in the
opposite direction in this land of the so-called sentimental English. You used to call

the negro a man and a brother, but now your scientists are trying to prove that he is
mentally subnormal.’

The chairman, Mr. L. N. Constantine, the Nelson cricket professional, said it
was difficult to introduce someone who was already well-known. Mr. James had
come to England to pursue his studies in literature and law, and a good many people
had either met him socially or heard him speak.

“We all know,” he added, ‘that the coloured man is often misunderstood quite
a lot in this country, and we must thank the Lecture Society for giving us this
opportunity of saying something which will help you to understand us a little better.
If, when Mr. James has finished, you have a little better idea of our aims and
ambitions, then I am sure this lecture will have fulfilled a useful purpose.’

Mr. James, in the first place, asked his hearers to imagine themselves as
having no knowledge about the negro. When they looked at his black face, they got
the impression that he was a rather strange individual; but after speaking to him,
without prejudice, they would come to the conclusion that he was quite a normal
being. Unfortunately the opposite view was still held in this country. In the 1884
edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, it was stated that the negro was definitely
less intelligent than members of other races, the reason given for this being that the
construction of the head was such that mental development beyond a certain point
was impossible. In 1911 the same authority said that the negro, although less
intelligent than other races, must not be considered to be too much so. Evidently
scientists in 1911 were not quite as sure as they were in 1884 that further mental
development was impossible beyond a certain point. The latest edition of the
Encyclopaedia Britannica went so far as to say that scientists had discovered that
there was no lack of intelligence in the negro, and therefore the old idea had gone by
the board. Some people even today would say: ‘Oh yes, the negro is quite intelligent,
but his brain has not had the same opportunities of development as the European
brain.” This remark was based on the assumption that mental superiority was the
result of centuries of intensive intellectual growth; but this was not scientifically true,
for there was no reason whatsoever to believe that characteristics acquired by any
human or animal being were transferred to their offspring. There was substantial
evidence against that theory. The average human brain was the average human brain;
and there was no evidence to show that generations spent in one environment were
more effective than generations spent in another environment.

‘An unpleasant story.’

The story of the negro in British South Africa was a bitter and unpleasant
one, continued the lecturer: yet British administration in Africa was the best in all
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English speaking countries. In British South Africa there were about 5.500,000
negroes and 1,500,000 Europeans, the latter owning about 85 percent of the land. In
view of these facts, it was easy to understand the difference between the two races
under these circumstances, for in taking the land from the negro they not only
deprived him of his means of livelihood, but also destroyed his whole construction of
life. The Boer or English farmer must have labour on the lowest possible terms, and
the negro, having been driven off his land, had got to pay taxes to the Government.
In order to get this money for taxes, he had to come out of his reserve and work,
accepting labour at whatever terms his employer offered. Furthermore, the African
native, being of fine physique, measures had to be introduced to keep him in his
proper place, and he must carry a pass showing where he was employed, another one
entitling him to indulge in intoxicants; another if he wished to be out after nine
o’clock, and so on. Sometimes he had as many as twelve of these passes in his
possession, and natives were often fined or sent to gaol for failing to produce their
passes at the request of a policeman. It was easy to imagine the moral effect upon
persons who suffered under these conditions. Furthermore, the African native had no
prospects; in fact his position had gone steadily worse since the war. In 1926 they
passed the Colour Bar Act, which stated that no negro must attempt any skilled
labour. He must remain, in the Biblical phrase, ‘a hewer of wood and a drawer of
water,” and he had no means of raising his family to a higher social plane. There was
going to be a tremendous revolt in Africa someday.

Europeans had been in South Africa for about 300 years, and the natives had
no prospects after 300 years. Europeans went into Kenya thirty or forty years ago,
and the natives had only had their land taken from them since the war. A good deal
had appeared in the newspapers of late concerning Kenya, but this was due not so
much to the economic importance of the country as the fact that a good many
aristocratic and influential English people had gone to settle there. In the first place
the natives were driven off the land; but although a settler might have land, money
and the best intentions, he cannot work the land without labour, and the natives, being
attracted by the wonderful civilisation which the settler had introduced into their
country, went to work for him. After a few months, however, the negro’s interest
reverted to his native village, and he returned home to enjoy the companionship of his
family and participate in the tribal ceremonies. But the settler must have labour or
face ruin, the result being that people with money and power had got behind the
Government, and got it to pass the same legislation as in South Africa. The native
had now to sign a contract with his master, and if he broke it he went to prison. He
had also hut taxes to pay for every adult person in his village; and consequently
during the past few years the position had become terrible. The native had to go to
work, this sometimes involving the walking of hundreds of miles. This was not only
a question of economic pressure, but it also entailed the breaking up of his own
civilisation, Kenya being one of the sorest spots in regard to the position of the native.
The lecturer did not lay the blame on individuals, but on the system which permitted
these things to happen. It was an economic question, and the Japs were doing the
same thing in Korea. That did not alter the fact that the African native was in a much
worse position than he was before the days of Western interference, and he was
amazed at the atrocities committed by Englishmen who had the opportunities of
education and upbringing, and who ought to know better. Conditions were even
worse in the French and Belgian states, and between 1911 and 1926 3,250.000
natives died in French Equatorial Africa. Big holes were dug and the natives were
thrown into them and blown up with dynamite.

418



The American Situation.

Negroes began to dribble into America about 400 years ago, and slavery
began about the beginning of the 17" century. Mr. James said he did not want to talk
about.slavery; everyone had heard enough about that — he wanted to look forward. In
America slavery was abolished in 1867, and the negro fought as magnificently for his
freedom as any European. Lincoln himself had said that the North did not fight the
South for the sake of the negro, as was commonly believed. The negro was taken to
America, and did not go there of his own accord, and therefore he was entitled to his
place in American civilisation. There were about 15,000,000 negroes in America
today, and they had followed splendidly the methods of progress. In fact it was
impossible to discountenance the fact that the negro in America had made more
progress during recent years than any other race. But the fact remained that the
position of the masses of negroes in the Southern States was just as precarious as it
was in the days of slavery. Everybody had heard of the lynchings which had taken
place in recent years. One of the most regrettable features of these unpleasant
incidents was the common practice of newspapers to announce the time and place, so
that people could congregate to see such-and-such a man burned to death. Sometimes
negroes who were doing well in business were told they were going too far. and very
often they were dealt with. In the South they said that a negro could not be trusted
where white women were concerned, and there had been 7,300 lynchings in the past
thirty years. Even when white juries had acquitted negroes on these charges, the
white community had taken upon themselves to deal with the accused by means of
barbarous methods. Not long ago a crowd danced round a prison in which a negro
was burning and sang ‘Happy days are here again!’

The average person in England did not understand the negro. They saw him
only dancing and kicking his heels like a half-crazy lunatic; the screen always
presented him in an unfair position. People could not get away from the idea that he
was fit for nothing better than the role of shoe-black or railroad porter, whereas
actually there were thousands and thousands of negroes in the skilled professions. A
black regiment formed in America during the Great War fought so well in France that
it was given the honour of leading the French troops into foreign territory. In the
West Indies 90 per cent of the posts of the Civil Service were occupied by natives,
and 80 percent of the men in the professions were negroes.

If hearers went across the Channel and investigated conditions in France, Mr.
James said they would find negroes in the French Cabinet, in the ranks of retired
naval and army men, in the professions, universities and colleges. France had already
disregarded scientific theories, and judged the negro on results. There was a vast
difference in England; and it was not only a question of Anglo-Saxon prejudice. An
Englishman preferred to sit and watch, while a negro was always walking about and
talking, and the two did not get on together very well. Racial prejudice in England
was much stronger today than it was 100 years ago. Since the expansion of the
Empire, the makers of the Empire in outside parts had found themselves a small
community living by force of arms, and their hostile attitude towards coloured men
had been imitated in England. In the days of Nelson, the British Navy consisted of
negroes to the extent of thirty or forty percent. There was not a single one today.
While in other European countries there had been a steadily growing appreciation of
the negro; there had been a change in the opposite direction in the land of the so-
called sentimental English. They used to say that the negro was a man and a brother:
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but times had changed, and one found that scientists were trying to prove that he was
subnormal.

Cannibalism outcome of slavery.

People who had been to Africa during the past 100 years had brought back a
lot of tales, most of which were lies; but certain honest people had reported that what
they had seen there had disgusted them. When slave traders began their activities on
the coasts, they often subsidised the stronger tribes in order that they would bring out
the weaker tribes as slaves, and consequently only the strong and ruthless could
survive. Cannibalism, human sacrifice and whatever immorality existed today in
Africa were the result of the kind of life the natives had to live under slavery.
Fortunately, Africa was a large continent, and certain tribes were driven together.
These people established themselves right in the centre of Africa, and, having formed
a kingdom, were able to resist all encroachments. The result was they had formed a
civilisation which showed what Africa would have been able to achieve had it
remained free from foreign interference. In fact their moral code might have served
as an example to the rest of the world.

‘I have spoken seriously because it is a serious question,” said Mr. James in
conclusion. ‘Although it is a racial question on the surface, it is a political and
economic question below. I have spoken without hostility because some of the truest
friends of the negro are white men. I don’t think you can do very much; the forces
that control these things are far more powerful than you are, but the situation is not
entirely hopeless. I think everyone here will realise that we are living on the eve of
great changes. This is a transition period, and great things must come out of it, and it
is possible that the negro may look forward to receiving better treatment than he has
had in the past. It would be bad for both Negroes and Europeans if these changes had
to be brought about by warfare.’
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D. L.L.P. Abyssinian Policy
Controversy; Internal Discussion Organ of the I L.P.. (October 1935).

The I.L.P. has declared against a policy of sanctions. The Labour Party and
the Trade Union Congress are for sanctions, even if it means war, Loudly and clearly
the social-democratic leaders have sounded the trumpet. The Trade Unions in France
are for sanctions, but not to the extent of war. There for the time being they stop.
The parties of the Third International in Moscow and out of it are for sanctions. In
Britain it is difficult to say where they are, except that they are for sanctions. To the
average worker there seems a bewildering (and disheartening) confusion in these
diverse reactions of the parties to the first great war crisis that faces the international
working class movement. Yet it is here that the materialistic method. particularly as
developed by Lenin, proves its worth. The confusion is only superficial. Behind it
can be clearly discerned the rails laid down in advance, along which classes and
different sections of classes were fore-ordained to travel, to be driven from them. if at
all, only by the accumulating pressure of great historical events, and the chaos ends in
revolution...

The political analysis of our era has been familiar for thirty years, at the very
least since the Stuttgart Conference of 1907. Monopoly Capitalism, or, as it more
familiarly known, Imperialism, demands a continuous expansion which the world,
exploited already to the limit, can no longer satisfy. Imperialist war is the inevitable
result. The proletariat must resist such wars, and never slacken in its efforts to end
Imperialism, for only with the end of Imperialism can there be any possibility of
permanent peace. It may seem superfluous to re-state these elementary principles in a
journal like Controversy. But one has to re-state them when implicitly, and even
explicitly, they are challenged on every side. The war of 1914-1918, the peace that
followed, the history of succeeding years, prove these main principles without a
shadow of doubt. But these events showed also certain class relations and methods of
action which had not been clear before 1914. It is the great merit of Lenin that he not
only saw them early but crystallised them into simple and basic formulae, showed in
the Russian Revolution how these formulae could be made into principles of action,
and formed the Third International to be the guiding organisation of those sections of
the proletariat which were to be leaders in the overthrow of Imperialism. For the
failure of the Second International to make even a gesture in 1914 was seen by Lenin
to be not a historical accident or an outcome of the weakness of individual
personalities, but the inevitable reaction of a certain section of the organised workers.
worker in name, but in social content and therefore in political outlook essentially
bourgeois, ready always in a moment of crisis such as war or proletarian revolution to
side with its own bourgeoisie.

In every country of modern Europe the great masses of the workers are
disorganised. Among those who are organised we have as a rule the most prosperous
sections of the working class; and centering around the trade union organisations, the
Party press and the official labour parties, holding all the organs of power. publicity
and finance; are not only the bureaucrats themselves, but a substantial mass of
workers whose standard of life and security are intimately bound up with the
continuance of the bourgeois regime, that is to say, with Imperialism. Lenin saw this
was and to a large extent always would be so. Hence the formation of the Third
International of revolutionary workers — an international existing for the overthrow of
Imperialism by civil war between the proletariat of every country and its own
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bourgeoisie, an international whose strategy and tactics of political action we know,
but whose ideology it is worth-while re-calling today.

“The necessary distance was kept up in the party by a vigilant
irreconcilability, whose inspirer was Lenin. Lenin never tired of working with his
lancet — cutting off those bonds which a petty-bourgeois environment creates between
the party and official social opinion ... Thus the Bolshevik Party created not only a
political but a moral medium of its own independent of bourgeois social opinion and
implacably opposed to it.”

(Trotsky, History of the Russian Revolution, 111, p. 166.)

When after the war France and Britain grabbed Germany's colonies and then
formed the League of Nations, Lenin kept the International sharply away from any
truck with it. “Thieves’ kitchen” he dubbed Geneva and warned the masses against
any illusions about peace being established through the League. He and the
International knew the League for what it was, a cloak for the machinations of
Imperialism which needed some protection against the wide-spread horror of war and
the distrust of Imperialism engendered by the war. A short view of the Third
International, particularly of its recent history, will show us how inevitably the
various parties in the world today have reacted to the Abyssinian crisis and indeed
had no other road open to them.

After 1922 the International received defeat after defeat, ending in the rout of
the German workers in February 1933. Yet, up to October 1933, even after Germany
had left the League, the rulers of Russia who control the International, were still
speaking of Geneva in Leninist terms (See LP.C., Oct. 20™ 1933, p. 1005). At the
Soviet Congress of December 1933, however, we find Litvinov telling the Russian
workers that there has been a great change in the League as an instrument of peace.
The reason for this criminal nonsense was the fact that the negotiations for the
Franco-Russian alliance were under way, and France was determined to bring Russia
into the League. That Russia had to make an alliance with a bourgeois state and enter
the bourgeois League was unfortunate. That is not the point here and now. We have
to accept such historical facts, and while we have to be clear about causes, Russia at
least is there and likely to remain there. Russia’s being in the League would entail
Litvinov’s having to make certain statements with certain mental reservations. What
1s unpardonable and has had such catastrophic effects is the fact that Litvinov and the
Soviet rulers not only made these statements at Geneva, but have consistently
switched the whole policy of the international proletariat round to support of the
League of Nations idea. It was not only that Stalin signed the communiqué with
Laval and thus saddled the French proletariat with the doctrine of National Defence.
Three weeks before the communiqué was issued he sent the Secretary of the Young
Communist International, Chemodanov, to France who told the French Youth: “If
war occurs against the U.S.S.R. and you make your revolution you will be traitors™.
In other words, in a war against Germany if the Soviet Union is on the side of France
you must fight side by side with your own bourgeoisie. In L 'Humaniié of May 24"
there was reproduced a speech by Thorez of the French C.P.: "And now [ answer a
question that has been put to me: ‘In case of such a war launched by Hitler against the
U.S.S.R.. would you apply your slogan Transform the Imperialist War into the Civil
War?” Well. no! Because in such a war it is not an imperialist war that is involved, a
war between two imperialist gangs, it is a war against the Soviet Union”.
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As if france would be fighting against Germany for any other purpose than
the same old imperialist purpose of the redivision of markets and important centres of
production. The old parallel of Lenin making pacts with the Imperialists is brought in
to justify the policy that the C.I. lays down for the workers in France. The analogy is
so obviously false and empty that it only proves the emptiness of the C.I. case. Lenin
was prepared to make a pact with the Imperialists, utilising the divisions between
them. But weak as the Soviet Union was then, far weaker than it is today, Lenin did
not at the same time cease to urge all workers to implacable struggle with the
bourgeoisie. It is not what Lenin said to the bourgeoisie that matters. It is what he
said to the workers.

All this may seem a far cry from sanctions and Abyssinia. It is not. but
indispensable to a true understanding of the various policies. We have not only to
oppose them, but to know where they spring from and, most important for the British
workers, where they are leading to.

When Italian Imperialism, threatened by internal difficulties, came to terms
with France over Austria and launched the attack on Abyssinia, British Imperialism
encouraged it. Up to June Eden was still bargaining with Mussolini as to how much
Britain could get out of it. (See New Statesman and Nation pamphlet on Abyssinia,
page 14). But Mussolini proved intractable. And when British Imperialism realised
how dangerous the situation was for British interests in East Africa, it turned to the
League. But first it made one last effort. In the Paris talks in August it offered
Mussolini the whole of the economic exploitation of Abyssinia, if only he would
allow an international police force instead of an Italian army in Abyssinia. That they
would not have. When Mussolini refused the British turned nasty. They manipulated
the proposals of the Committee of Five which put Abyssinia into their hands, and still
hiding behind the League, showed Mussolini that they were not going to let him get
away with it. At the present time of writing France is the determining factor. France
will not come in unless she gets a promise from Britain about Hitler and Austria, and
Britain hesitates. She wants to watch and see how the conflict goes. But the British
army is mobilised, the Fleet in position, the naval reserves called in. British
Imperialism is ready. It does not want war. Who wants war? But it will manoeuvre,
and if Mussolini insists, and sanctions do not stop him, then the British Government
will fight as anybody in their place would.

Now let us see how the various parties react.

British Imperialism knows that its own interests are the ones at stake. In the
last resort it will have to fight for them, and immediately the Labour leaders line up.
They always have, and they always will, except when the masses are at boiling point,
when they will oppose only to sell them out as Russia between March and October
1917 and in England in 1926. It does not matter what they passed at Brighton in
1933 or at Southport in 1934. In 1914 they were pledged to resist. But they must line
up or take the revolutionary road. That road they will not take. And so nervous are
they about the strong anti-war feeling in the country that they shout war even before
the Government does so, most probably after having a hint or two from the Foreign
Office. Baldwin thanks them in his Bournemouth speech for passing the resolution
on sanctions. That disposes of the fallacy that Labour is urging the Government. As
if Baldwin would mobilise the army and call in the naval reserves and send the fleet
to the Mediterranean under pressure from workers. The hypocrisy of people who say
this passes all reasonable expectation, as if workers could ever urge Imperialists into
sanctions. if even sanctions mean war. These leaders are insuring themselves in
advance. It war does come through sanctions. then they. having supported sanctions,



will be taken into the Cabinet. As in 1931 some will be formal heads, and once more
a “united Nation” goes into the slaughter.

The LL.P., owing to the general turn of the party away from social-
opportunism to revolution, has cut itself away from this fatal policy and, while
supporting Abyssinia as Lenin supported Afghanistan against Britain, will not allow
itself to be caught in the Imperialist trap, as many sincere workers have been. or rush
gladly in as their leaders are doing.

Let us now look at France. There, French interests are not directly threatened.
There is more room for diversity. Laval on the right wants to keep out. Herriot, the
Radical, however is afraid of Fascism in France and would like to take this
opportunity and drive out Laval. But though he will do more than Laval, he does not
want actually to fight. It is easy therefore to understand the French Labour leaders.
As usual they line up directly behind the bourgeoisie and, in cases of confusion, that
section nearest to them. Sanctions by all means, they say, but no war. If, however.
war does come, and war under Herriot, they will come in, we need have no fear. On
the extreme Left in France is the group of Bolshevik-Leninists, the Trotskyists, whose
position is similar to that of the LL.P. They will fight this collaboration with the
bourgeoisie to the end and try to turn Imperialist war into Civil war. Where are the
Communists and the Third International? They also follow that line. Soviet Russia is
at the League fighting for sanctions and hoping that by being firm in this alliance,
when the time comes, she will get support against Germany from France,
Czechoslovakia and possibly Britain. Germany is not in the League, but the Franco-
Soviet alliance is an alliance against Germany. Hence, long months ago, the Soviet
Union had the C.P. in France lined up with the Trade Unions, and of course they are
shouting sanctions as loudly as the rest, and if France is led into war the C.P. will
support and, if necessary, take part, as Andrew Rothstein informed an I.L.P. meeting
some time ago. He spoke of a probable war between France and Russia, on the one
hand, and Germany on the other. But the French bourgeoisie are not fools. The C.P.
is tied up with large sections of them in the Popular Front, and if there is going to be
any sort of war they are going to see that the C.P. is firmly enmeshed in it. There
should be no surprise therefore that the C.P. in Britain and most of their fractions in
other parties are for sanctions. Sometimes they say sanctions mean war, at other
times it may mean war; they talk about fascism, about “forcing” the National
Government and “exposing” it at the same time as you demand, etc. To any true
Marxist all that means just nothing. Soviet Russia 1s hoping to keep in with Britain
and France at the League for fear of Germany, and the word has gone forth to the
parties: follow us and support sanctions and all the League trickery. That is the
beginning and end of the policy of the C.P.

There is no earthly use in trying to follow the rationalisation by which these
various parties seek to prove that “sanctions” is the correct policy for the working
class. All the blather about Fascism to be fought by Democracy etc, etc., as if in a
war there is anything to choose between Fascist Imperialism and Democratic
Imperialism. It is not surprising nor bewildering, though somewhat nauseating at
times. They are merely following out the laws of the political groups to which they
belong and have to find some reasons. They have a hard job. We propose one query
of many to any revolutionary socialist. It is this: If you are for sanctions. you are
closing the Suez Canal. That can be done only by warships. You therefore must tell
the sailors of the Fleet that you as a revolutionary are in support of this action. But
Mussolini may attack. From start to finish he has never been bluffing. and it 1s
madness to think that he will climb down now. The moment he attacks, war begins.
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How is the sanctionist now to make propaganda to the Fleet and tell the sailors to turn
Imperialist war into Civil war? No true Marxist can play these games with the
proletariat. There are too many ties already between the bourgeoisie and the masses
for revolutionaries in the grave crisis of a war to go adding to them.

So much for the present. The danger for the I.L.P. is in the future. Certain
elements are against the “sanctions” policy now. They talk about turning Imperialist
war 1nto Civil war. But there are indications that they are not true Leninists. If an
Imperialist War between Germany and Russia should break out and by any chance
Britain is drawn in on the same side as the Soviet Union, then those who are against
sanctions now and against any sort of collaboration with their own bourgeoisie will
begin to shout for supporting its own Government “while exposing it”. That way lies
disaster. The true revolutionaries in the I.L.P, must be on guard; whatever the
circumstances, the enemy is our own bourgeoisie, and in war time more than any
other time, whatever the war; for every war in which an imperialist bourgeoisie takes
part is an Imperialist war. The circumstances of modern war are such that any
prolonged struggle will bring the masses into the streets. They will want leadership.
The L.L.P. must be ready. And it will be all the stronger if it remains always and
through every temptation, in peace time as in war, the implacable enemy of its own
bourgeoisie.



E. Colourful Personality
Port of Spain Gazette, 13 December 1935.

From the moment one catches sight of her tall, marvellously beautiful figure,
hears her laugh and talk in her vibrating voice, each word tumbling over the last in
her eagemess to recapture an impression, or draw with vivid word and gesture a
picture of the amazing life behind her - one is fascinated by Madame Zorina.

In her, one sees all the beauty and reckless dissipation of energy and artistry
that marked the last days of the Russian Imperial sway. And yet unlike so many of
her order, she has had the power, the determination, to rebuild life again on that
firmest of foundation — artistic endeavour.

Zorina has had many triumphs on the stage, but the greatest and most
dramatic triumph was when she sang to a mass of Russian revolutionary soldiers,
with only her voice between them and the destruction of a famous St Petersburg
building, the Army and Navy Palace. It is the most thrilling episode of her life, and
an artistic experience of which few or any of her colleagues on the operatic stage
have ever heard. She tells the story herself with a vividness that is at once a tribute to
her gifts as an actress and the indelible impression which such an incident would
leave on the mind and personality.

In March 1917 the first revolution saw the downfall of the Czar, and after a
few months Kerensky ruled in Russia. When the revolution broke out I was living in
the Army and Navy Palace said Madame. ‘One day there came a band of
revolutionary soldiers threatening to blow the Palace up. There was no arguing with
them. Hastily I gathered together a deputation of wounded and crippled officers and
went with them to Kerensky. I pleaded with him to save the building and the lives of
600 wounded officers who had fought for their country. He replied that he could do
nothing; were he to take active steps on our behalf he would be branded by the
masses as a counter-revolutionary.

‘I was consumed with sorrow. The Army and Navy Palace was the most
wonderful concert hall in St Petersburg perfect in acoustics and ideal in every way,
specially built indeed, to give St Petersburg a hall worthy of that great city. 1 had
often sung there, and none of us on the staff would feel its destruction as I would.
When we got back to the palace the soldiers were thicker than before. Half desperate
[ jumped on to the platform and appealed to them; as a woman, as a sister of the Red
Cross, as the widow of an officer killed at the front. They were adamant; they would
not hear me. For the first and, I hope, the last time in my life I was shouted down.

‘And then, standing on the platform with memories of the marvellous artistes I
had seen there, inspiration came to me. There is a Spirit of Music, and he was in the
Army and Navy Palace that afternoon. I faced them once more:

“You wish to destroy this beautiful building, where your Chaliapin has sung.
the hall in which you might hear so much more that is beautiful. Very well. Let me
sing for you the last song.”

‘There was a confused silence; they had not expected this. And straight away
I began singing “Dear Hall of Song” from Tannhauser. Ah! Did ever a soprano sing
for such a reward? They listened - many of them had never heard such music in their
lives before - I do not think I ever shall again. There are heights in one’s art that one
reaches once. When I finished they were quiet for a moment, and they surged round
me lifted me in their arms and carried me through the palace. And then after a speech
by one of their leaders they went away, leaving us in peace.

426



‘That was the beginning of the new Russia. Before, in the days of my youth I
remember many interesting figures - Andreyev, Kamensky, who named me as the
inspiration of his ‘Leda,” at one time the most discussed story in Russia. Duels were
fought over me - one was between my fiancé and Prince Narishkin. Am I vain to
recall these things? Perhaps. But those were the days of romance, and they are past.

Before we parted, Madame sang for me Ukrainian Folk songs, which I shall
never tire of hearing. I knew that hers was a personality which could never be
crushed, not even by the greatest war and the greatest revolution in history.
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F. Bruce Wendell
Port of Spain Gazette, 14 December 1935.!

"Whenever you go to England be sure and meet Bruce Wendell." That was
the burden of all my friends who came back from Europe. He was a classical scholar,
hfe was a charming fellow and he was an organist, a planist, above all a pianist. had
given recitals at the great concert halls in London, and had been well received by the
critics. Time passed and I got more interested in music. An old Cambridge man,
born in the West Indies, told me of the hours he had spent in England listening to
Bruce Wendell, pipe in mouth playing interminably Chopin, Beethoven, Bach; you
called out the names and he just reeled them off, and played them again if you wished
to hear them as you often did, an inexhaustible fund of good nature and willingness to
give pleasure by music.

As soon as [ had secured my first ‘diggings’ in London, therefore, I set out to
find Bruce Wendell. The first group of persons I asked all knew him, and the second
Sunday after I was in London I found myself at his flat in Maida Vale with the
precious grand piano and the rows and rows of music. I remember every detail of
that afternoon as clearly today as if it had taken place yesterday and not four long
years ago. With that absence of exaggerated movement and with the singular grace
of style which so distinguishes him at the instrument he played every thing I wished
for. If he didn’t have it at his fingertips he brought the music out and played it at
sight. I remembered particularly an astonishingly brilliant performance of the Italian
concerto (and his wife smilingly remonstrated that she thought he had again played it
too fast). Iremember also prelude after prelude and fugues of Bach, one of the opus ?
sonatas of Beethoven...we were at it from about half past four in the afternoon till
near eleven when I and another guest sought buses.

Since that time his piano and his home have been one of my few
permanencies in the constantly changing occupations and attractions of a great city.
There is an intimacy, a graciousness with which Bruce Wendell pervades all that he
plays which I have not heard from any other player. He is not one of your romantic
players whose interpretations are always dripping treacle. He is a classicist in the
truest sense of the word, his style based on an almost reverent approach to Bach and
Beethoven. But when you know him well, not as a musician, but as a man, you will
find that the same charm of manner, the same whimsical and infectious gaiety, the
ready smile and sympathy and warmth of heart which distinguishes him in his
relations with his fellow men are transformed somehow to his music. The musical
style here is the man. I had for a long time thought that this particular atmosphere
was due to the fact that I was listening to him in his own home.

Then one evening I heard him playing a selection of organ pieces to an
audience of some two thousand people. Before he played he said a few words and to
my astonishment I realised by the burst of applause which followed, before he had
begun to play that the audience had taken him to its heart. He finished to the
accompaniment of the heartiest applause of the evening.

The same thing happened at another recital given at an international Club
consisting of persons from all parts of the world. Once again with this unusual
audience, his success was immediate and overwhelming. [ had asked the musical
critic of my newspaper, a very distinguished critic indeed, to come to the recital and

! See also James’s reference to this meeting in Laughlin (ed.). Letters from London, p. 81. For a photo
of Wendell, see The Kevs, 1/3, (January, 1934).
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hear him play. The three of us had a few minutes conversation afterwards, and the
critic asked me to arrange a meeting.

He was anxious not only to hear more of Wendell, but to talk to him. After
some careful thought I believe I have discovered what so distinguishes Bruce from
other musicians. Far more than anyone else I have ever met he lives for music. He is
of the type that will prefer five hundred pounds a year and music to five thousand
pounds a year and no music.

I know the temptations he has had in difficult days to leave the classical and
‘cash in’ on his personality by playing jazz. He has refused, always, and I doubt if he
should be given such credit for his refusal. I doubt if he was even tempted. And his
whole life being so devoted to music, constantly playing music he has arrived at that
mature stage when he can fully and completely express himself and the delightful
human being that he is by means of the form that he has chosen. It is not only the
pleasure which his music gives. One cannot separate music from the life that one
lives. And over and over again I have felt in listening to Bruce Wendell, and hearing
him talk to people and hearing people talk about him, that here was a representative
West Indian, a man who by his personality and by his art brought credit not only on
himself but to the country and the people who matured him.
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G. Introduction to Red Spanish Notebook

From Mary Low and Juan Brea, Red Spanish Notebook; The First Six Months of the
Revolution and the Civil War (London, 1937), pp. v-vii.

Mary Low and Juan Bre4 did not go to Spain, notebook in hand, and having
gathered enough material rush back to produce five shillings or seven and six penny
worth of revolution, hot from the Press. Bre4 joined the P.O.U.M. militia, Mary Low
joined the women’s militia and edited the English edition of the P.O.U.M.
publication, The Spanish Revolution. What they have done is to set down their
experiences from day to day, the things they have helped to do, the people they met,
the crowds at meetings and demonstrations, conversations heard in the streets, days in
the trenches. Every line they have written is a record of experience lived for the sake
of the revolution and written down afterwards because such rare and vital experience
needs to be communicated.

The pulse of the revolution beats through every page. Many of the active
revolutionaries are there, Nin and Gorkin of the P.O.UM., McNair of the LLL.P.,
Rous, the Paris representative of the Fourth International, Benjamin Peret, the famous
French poet (tenacious of his overalls even when calling on a minister), Miravitlles,
no longer Secretary of the anti-Fascist Militia Committee, but Minister for
Propaganda, carefully putting on a record of Josephine Baker and holding the
mouthpiece to it before he speaks to Paris on the telephone. From organising the
massed strength of the workers to futile diplomatic manoeuvres of this sort, designed
to impress the “democratic” countries, - that is the record of degeneration, beginning
from the moment the Soviet Union demanded the democratic republic as its price for
arms. When the bourgeois parties with this powerful aid had strangled the first phase
of the Socialist revolution, Brea and Mary Low left Barcelona.

And yet this is not a depressing book. Far from it. Catalonia leads Spain, and
for some few months at least the workers and peasants of Catalonia, politically
inexperienced, thought that the new world had come. The flame has been lit and
Fascism can pour on it the blood of thousands of workers, can stamp upon it, and
even stifle it for a time. But it will burn underground, is imperishable, and will blaze
again. For Breda and Mary Low, despite their eye for picturesque personalities, are
proletarian revolutionaries, and their little book shows us the awakening of a people.
The boot-black who good-humouredly but firmly refuses a tip, showing his union-
cards; the peasant who will not be kept waiting as of old because equality exists now;
the hundreds of women stealing away from their men to join the women’s militia —
and attend Marxist classes, throwing off the degrading subservience of centuries and
grasping with both hands at the new life. They will conquer. They must. If not
today, then tomorrow, by whatever tortuous and broken roads, despite the stumblings
and the falls. There is no room for the democratic republic in Spain today. Either
Spain must go back to a nightmare of reaction infinitely worse than the old feudalism,
or on to the social revolution. And the guarantee of their victory is that for the eager
thousands who march through these pages, smashing up the old and tumultuously
beginning the new, worker’s power emerged half-way from books, became
something that they could touch and see, a concrete alternative to the old slavery.
We. who know how important to the emancipation of Europe and to the regeneration
of the Soviet Union is the ultimate victory of the Spanish workers, will read this book
and keep it. and the layman will get here, better than all the spate of books on Spain,
some idea of the new society that is struggling so desperately to be born.
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H. The Voice of Africa
International African Opinion, 1/2, (August, 1938).

If ever there was a book that students of Africa needed, this is it. (Facing
Mount Kenya, by Jomo Kenyatta, with an introduction by B. Malinowski. Secker &
Warburg. 12/6.) The book describes an African people, the Gikuyu, as they were
forty years ago just before British imperialism descended on them. Similar books
have been written before? Yes; but by white men chiefly, of varying intelligence and
honesty. But even the best, like the late Emil Torday, wrote from the outside. Mr.
Jomo Kenyatta is an unusual African. He is an anthropologist trained at London
University, and even an unscientific reader can see the scrupulously scientific
approach, the order, the method, the objectivity. But Mr. Kenyatta grew up not as a
little missionary protégé but as a native African, with African ideas and African
social ideals. He remains defiantly the same: his dedication is to the dispossessed
youth of Africa “for perpetuation of communion with ancestral spirits...on the firm
faith that the dead, the living, and the unborn will unite to rebuild the destroyed -
shrines.” He is ideologically rooted in the social and religious ideals of the
civilisation which is being so ruthlessly destroyed by the united front of settler.
official and missionary. Politically, I believe that there are the seeds here of an
immense confusion.  Anthropologically, it is, in addition to Mr. Kenyatta’s
knowledge and method, the main source of his strength. Here, indeed, Africa speaks.

It would be futile to attempt to give any idea of what a book so packed with
facts contains. The economic life of the Gikuyu, their system of education, their
marriage laws, their religious life, their system of government, all are treated with the
same Intimate knowledge, sense of proportion, and illuminating detail. But behind
the even tones of the exposition can be felt the fierce resentment of one who has been
able to compare the old with the new, and who more than most can appreciate the
fluent lies with which imperialism has sought to hide the traces of its bloody claws.

Take, for instance, education. The children were carefully given not only
vocational training but were taught the history of the country by parents far more
sensitive to child psychology than any European teacher up to twenty years ago. Mr.
Kenyatta shows the economic necessity for polygamy. The sexual laws and
conventions allowed the young people certain intimacies short of sexual intercourse,
which was strictly forbidden, though the young people often slept in the same bed.
After marriage, however, if men of the same tribal status (the age-group, to which
both husband and wife belonged and all the members of which knew each other well),
if male members of this group came from afar to visit the husband, custom permitted
a wife to entertain one of them. Adultery under other circumstances could result in a
divorce, though if there were children, the custom was to try and arrange a
reconciliation. It was into this eminently sane and highly intelligent solution of what
is always a complex problem that the missionary came, shouting his seventh
commandment that he had got from Mount Sinai; foaming at the mouth because
young people of different sexes slept in the same bed (for him that could only mean
one thing); and calling on the bewildered husbands to abandon a second wife “in the
name of Christianity.”

The whole civilisation, however, not only industry, but social organisation and
religious practices, rested on land tenure and the description of this is the most
valuable part of Mr. Kenyatta’s book. In taking the land away. the Furopeans have
done more than rob the native of his means of livelihood. They have disorganised his
whole conception of life and substituted here and there a smattering of education and
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Christianity, totally unfitted for the people, and as vicious in its own sphere as the
fourpence a day and systematic exploitation of native labour.

What is the remedy? All friends of the African know the first necessity. Theyv
must have their land back. But for what? Are they to go back to the old life, merely
selecting what they approve of in European civilisation? This seems to be Mr.
Kenyatta’s view. That religion and that life, vilely slandered as they have been and
admirable as they are, rested on a certain method of industry. When the land is won
the African will have to modernise his method of production, and his religion will
inevitably follow. It is as well if his leaders recognise this frankly. This by no means
implies bewildering the masses of the Gikuyu people with atheistic propaganda. But
leaders must know where they stand. To an African listening to the elaborate
tomfoolery of the Coronation ceremony, it will look as if the Europeans still carry on
ancestor worship. But Mr. Kenyatta knows of the merciless greed of “Christian”
imperialism. Does he consider his own the “true” religion? How does he see the
future of a free Kenya? He must let us know, so that all of us, Africans and friends of
Africa, can thrash the problem out. After so good a book as this what he says will
carry enormous weight, not only among his own people but here in Europe as well.
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L. Sir Stafford Cripps and “Trusteeship”
International African Opinion, 1/3, (September 1938).

At the Peace and Empire Conference held at the Friends’ House, Euston
Road, London, on July 15" and 16" [1938], under the auspices of the India League,
Sir Stafford Cripps stated what amounted to this: that while India was strong enough
to have freedom now, Africa for some time would have to be governed by some sort
of international mandate. He used the word “trusteeship.” Sir Stafford Cripps, we
may presume, envisaged a Socialist Britain. No intelligent man can conceive of a
“free India” and a capitalist Britain, far less a free Africa. We presume also that the
trustees will not include Fascism or any sort of capitalism. He has often told us that it
is capitalism which is the basic evil of empire. The trustees will, therefore, be
Socialist.

It is clear that Sir Stafford Cripps has the typical vice of many European
Socialists, even revolutionaries. He conceives Africans as essentially passive
recipients of freedom given to them by Europeans. Possibly Sir Stafford thinks that
the British working class will gain freedom by the ballot-box and the speeches of
Major Attlee and himself. Thinking Africans know that ultimately they will win
theirs, arms in hand, or forever remain slaves. The Moors are fighting with Franco
for their further enslavement. If the Spanish Loyalist Government had offered them
their independence, they would have fought with it. But on one side or the other
Africans will have to fight. They will organise themselves, create armies, develop
leaders. We have an historic parallel. The half-brutish and degraded slaves in San
Domingo in 1791 joined the French Revolution. In six years illiterate slaves were
Generals of division and able administrators. Toussaint Louverture was Commander-
in-Chief and Governor of an island as large as Ireland, appointed as such by the
French Revolutionary Government, and he could not spell three words of French.
The African slaves will do the same and more at the prospect of a new existence.
Without them and the other colonial masses, the British worker can win at most only
temporary success. Is it to leaders and people like these who have conquered their
liberty in blood and sacrifice that Sir Stafford will offer his “trusteeship”? Sir
Stafford thinks in stiff instead of fluid terms, a gross practice in any politician.

Sir Stafford is also a victim of one of the crudest of bourgeois sophistries.
How comes it that such a man wants to transfer “trusteeship” to a new order? When
and where has any people governed any other people as trustees? If one race employs
the labour of another at 4d. a day and monopolises all products, then it has to terrorise
the people, and talk about “trusteeship”. Under those circumstances “trusteeship” is a
fig-leaf. Under all others it is an impertinent stupidity. A Socialist Europe in its own
interests will need to release and stimulate production in Africa. It will send
engineering commissions, scientific agriculturists, teachers, etc. But why has it to
govern? Even under capitalism Kenya natives have subscribed to send for black
priests and teachers from America, striving to get away from the perpetual
domination of whites. Africans will have their own leaders, will collaborate with
international commissions, but will govern themselves. As time goes on, more and
more the technical administration will be run by Africans. When the San Domingo
blacks had won freedom they begged for France for teachers, skilled workmen, for
trained administrators to assist them. But they did not want anyone to govern them.
France sent an army to restore slavery. True Socialism will be different. But any sort
of “trusteeship” will be needed only by exploitation. The European movement is
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indeed backward when Sir Stafford can make these proposals without a protest being
made.

Finally, we ask British workers to follow these tendencies to their logical
conclusion. The capacity of the masses for truly Socialist self-government depends
on their standard of living. In this regard the British workers are more favourably
placed than most. But an important past of this struggle will rest with the subjective
qualities of the leaders, their balance between individual leadership and the creative
capacity of the masses. In backward communities like Africa, India, and China there
is a danger of a huge native bureaucracy developing after freedom is achieved. A
counter-balance to this will be a European working-class movement conscious and
alive to the dangers, from the lessons of history and its own experience. But the
surest way to lay up infinite trouble, not only for Africans but for Europeans, is to
encourage reactionary ideas like trusteeship for backward peoples. The bureaucratic
mentality which displays itself so blatantly in regard to people abroad can be trusted

to show itself at home. It must be fought by Africans and European workers alike in
their common interests.

The Executive Committee, The International African Service Bureau.



J. Ethel Mannin’s ‘Trotskyists at Tea’

Ethel Mannin, Comrade O Comrade; or, Low-Down on the Left (London, 1947), pp.
133-35.

““T have an eminent Trotskyist coming to tea,” Mary told Larry. “So you'd better be
present and find out at first-hand what sort of animal it is.”

“Sure,” said Larry.

“You know, I suppose,” said Mary, “that the Social Democrats — in this country the
Labour Party — represent the Second International, and the Communists, that is to say
the Comintern, the Third, and then Trotsky founded the Fourth International, which
stands for World Revolution as opposed to Revolution in One Country? The Fascists
would tell you there’s yet another International — International J ewry, but that’s just
their peculiarity.”

“Who would the Trotskyists be hating?”

“The Stalinists, of course — the enemies of the world revolution. In Spain they line up
with the P.O.UM. Is that clear?”

“Sure,” said Larry. “But I’ll be leavin’ the talk to you, entirely.”

But that is where he was wrong. The Trotskyists arrived punctually at four and they
left punctually at five, and in that hour Mary uttered exactly twelve words.

The eminent Trotskyist was an extremely handsome young Negro. He arrived with
two white friends.

Mary heard his voice as she went along the hall to the front door — a dark rich
beautiful voice.

“The Permanent Revolution and International Socialism must form the basis of all
revolutionary strategy. Take France-”

Mary opened the door, smiling.

“Hullo,” she said, and shook hands with all three.

“How are you, my dear?” the Negro inquired, and without waiting for her reply
continued, “Take France — on 2™ June Humanité announced that the Trade Unions
were using all their strength to achieve a rapid and reasonable solution of the conflicts
that are in progress.”

In the sitting-room he broke off to nod to Larry, who turned to him from the window.
“This is Larry Lanaghan, from Ireland,” Mary said. They shook hands, then the
Negro flung himself on to the settee and his friends seated themselves on armchairs
by the fireplace, and their leader went on: “Then we get the Paris-Soir of 7% June
coming out with the declaration that the inspirers of The People’s Front are acting as
extinguishers to the revolutionary fire that has broken out. What, comrades, is the
significance of that?”

He leaned forward, one fine hand beating in another as he emphasised his points.

“We get Blum hastily passing bills-”

“Sugar?” Mary inquired.

“Thank you, sister.” The musical voice flowed on. “Blum...Daladier...Popular
Front...French workers...Stalinist bureaucracy...”

She settled herself down to listen.

When she saw that his cup was empty she reached for it.

“More tea?”

He nodded. She filled his cup and the cups of the other two. who never took their
eyes off him, hypnotised by the strong flow of his words. In another fifteen minutes
he had reached Spain.
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“The Third International continues to hold up the revolution. The United Front
between Spanish Social Democracy, French Social Democracy, and the Soviet
bureaucracy controlling the Third International, is established in defence of bourgeois
democracy, i.e., Capitalism, in Spain...The Stalinist struggle for the League of
Nations and Collective Security calculates on being able to ignore the Fourth
International...workers can be led into the coming war for democracy and the defence
of the U.S.S.R. and the Third International will assist the capitalists to crush colonial
revolts...”

He paused for a sip of tea. Mary saw that the plates were empty of sandwiches and
lifted a silver dish from the small table over which she presided.
“Cake?” she offered.

He helped himself and flowed on.

“Only the determined opposition of the capitalist bourgeoisie to forming or
implementing a Soviet pact will prevent the Soviet democracy from this course, the
traditional path of the Social Democracy.”

At a quarter to five he was dealing with Abyssinia, and ‘the real nature of
Imperialism.’

At five o’clock he glanced up at the sun-ray clock over the door and compared it with
the time as recorded on his wrist-watch and jumped up.

“We must go,” he said.

The others also rose and Mary accompanied them to the front door.

All the way down the stairs the rich dark voice flowed like music.

“What, then, is the position? We have the French Fascists lined up with the
Communists in a United Front-”

Mary opened the front door. He broke off to shake hands with her.

“Bye-bye, sister. Thank you so much.”

It was then Mary said her twelfth and last word.

“Good-bye,” she said.’
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K. Interview with Mildred Gordon.
London, 9 September 2005.

[Mildred Gordon was married to Sam Gordon, a leading Trotskyist in the American
Socialist Workers Party (S.W.P.) who knew James well. Mildred Gordon was herself
involved in the British Trotskyist movement before becoming the Labour M.P. for
Poplar and Canning from 1987-97. Many thanks to Mildred Gordon, for sharing her
memories with me, Sheila Leslie (daughter of Charlie Lahr) and John Mcllroy for
helping to facilitate the interview, of which this is an edited transcript, and to Selma
James for her comments and clarifications of my draft edited transcript. ]

M.G.: ‘T had heard about C.L.R. James from people older than me who had heard him
speak in Hyde Park, and he was a brilliant speaker, before the war. Also from Bill
Duncan, an old Trotskyist, who was in a group with him and I think Isaac Deutscher
when Deutscher first came over and didn’t speak much English and they produced a
paper. Duncan was sometimes a bit rude about C.L.R., but anyway. Then when I
went to America in 1948, I arrived just when there was an S.W.P. Conference ... |
was [later] refused entry under the McCarren Act [1950] on the grounds that I
associated with subversives. He [James] was at the S.W.P. Conference and he spoke
there and I think they split shortly afterwards [in 1951] and had their own
organisation. I found them quite interesting, not politically but socially because I was
rather shocked when I first saw the S.W.P. because all the women were typing or they
went to work to fund their husbands to be revolutionaries ... there were no women
really in the leadership, it was very sexist. Whereas I noticed in James’s organisation
they had arrangements so that the men and women could attend meetings equally ...
that I felt was a better way of operating ...

‘We knew him quite well when I went there to marry Sam Gordon, he was married to
someone else who he had been separated from for a long time and we went to Reno
[Nevada] for him to get a divorce, and at the same time [August-November,1948]
C.L.R. James was in Reno because he had been married to a Chinese woman
[Juanita] and he had got a Mexican [mail-order] divorce [in 1946]. He married
Connie [Constance Webb], who was a highly intelligent beautiful woman, friend of
Richard Wright ... and she also wrote very well and so his [1946] marriage, on the
basis on which he was allowed to stay in America, wasn’t valid because they didn’t
recognise the Mexican divorce. So he was in Reno getting a divorce and Reno was a
Jim Crow town and he stayed out on Lake Pyramid [Pyramid Lake Ranch] on an
Indian reserve and we went and visited him out there.”* When Sam’s divorce came
through and we got married he couldn’t come to the Town Hall to the wedding
because it was Jim Crow and we had a meal with him in a black restaurant where
everyone stared at us because we were white, before the wedding, which was very
sad, so that was when I first got to know him well ...

‘The S.W.P. had built a summer camp. which they called Mountain Spring Camp,
they did it with their own hands a huge dining building, enormous, a huge room. and
chalets, a swimming pool, a holiday place. I used to go and look after the children at
this holiday camp, because I was restricted not being a citizen and it was difficult

® See also Dennis Dworkin, *C.L.R. James in Nevada,” Historv Workshop Journal. 63, (2007).
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what with being watched, so that the members could go and collect signatures to get
on the ballot. While I was down there, C.L.R. gave a series of lectures on the French
Revolution and they were absolutely brilliant, it was though he took the people, the
characters and shook them and brought them alive. He was a fabulous lecturer. The
only speaker I ever heard who was better than him was Colvin de Silva, from Sri
Lanka, he was a brilliant speaker. I’ve heard him speak on the Galle Face in
Columbo to thousands of people, and then he’d take newspapers and sell them. He’d
be the barrister in an international law case and after, stand outside the court and sell
newspapers, he was quite a character, a very fun person ...

“One of the great things about C.L.R. was that he was a great listener. A lot of
revolutionaries just talk and don’t listen, and he was interested in everybody and
whatever anybody had to tell him. He was interested in literature, he always wanted
to write a book about Shakespeare and Lenin, but I don’t think he ever did it. In the
last years of his life, I don’t think he wrote anything new, he just rehashed old things.
Cricket was his love. He wrote a book about cricket, which was also about his life in
the West Indies [Beyond a Boundary]. And he marked it out for me, because [ wasn’t
interested in cricket, he marked out the passages which were interesting for people
who didn’t care about cricket, and someone stole it. He had written a novel, called
Minty Alley, which he once asked me to turn into a play, and I never did. It was all
dialogue, it could have been, I don’t know if anyone else ever did... [Pearl Springer
made a theatrical adaptation of Minty Alley, which was performed in 1978 and 1982]

‘He taught literature and history, but he always respected people whose aptitude was
for maths and science, and said that other English teachers used to say how
astonishing that these ‘duds’ and ‘deadheads’ turned out to be alright when they grew
up, because they never respected the aptitude for science. When my son was about
five or six, James gave him a big illustrated copy of Lamb’s Tales From Shakespeare.
I said to him, he’s too young for that, you need to be about twelve before you enjoy
that. He said, you read the stories to him, and see whether I’m right or you are, and
he was right. [Mildred’s son] David was fascinated by them, so much so that I took
him to see an amateur production of Twelfth Night. He was about five, and he said I
wish I could play a trick like that, and I said, what trick, and he said the one with the
crossed garters and yellow stockings of course. So C.L.R. knew what he was talking
about...

‘He [James] was interested in football, he considered football a very important social
phenomenon, well I suppose it is really. 1 don’t know if he watched games, but he
talked about it a lot, and about the working class and how important football was to
them, and how it was an important form of culture ...

‘We lived in the Bronx at that time and so did he. Connie had a child, Robert
[‘Nobbie’, born April 1949]. C.L.R. used to say my son is not going to read books
about horses and carts and animals, he is going to read books about planes and
machinery and [be a] real American. We didn’t see a lot of him in America because
of the split. We came to England because we had problems in the McCarthy period.
We went to Asia, and when we came back my husband’s passport was taken away
from him and we stayed in England there for a bit as the others were there and so on,
and I think it was in the 1950s we read that C.L.R. had been deported from America
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and [in 1?62] we tr_aced him to Earl’s Court by which time he was married to Selma
and Connie stayed in America, she married someone else [Edward W Pearlstien].’

C.H.: *So you didn’t meet up with him again in Britain until later, about 19567

M.G.: “T can’t remember if it was as late as that, it was in the fifties [for the record.
this re-union did not take actually place until 1962 — personal information from Selma
James, 18/12/2009]. He had moved from Earl’s Court to [Staverton Road] Willesden,
which is not far again. I became very good friends with his third wife. Selma.’

Sheila Leslie: ‘He came to see my Dad [Charlie Lahr] in about *54. I remember that.’

M.G.: “We saw a lot of him, because although my husband was loyal to the S.W.P.
and he took a different line, they were very good friends, respected each other, we
visited back and forth all the time and saw a great deal of each other. We went on
excursions together, some of them didn’t work out too well because we decided to
take him to see Isaac Deutscher, who was living out of London in the country
somewhere, beginning with a “W’. First of all Gerry Healy took us to see Deutscher,
and then it must have been later as my son was born in 1959 and I remember
Deutscher on his hands and knees giving David piggy backs around the room, but
whether we took C.L.R. and Selma down before or after that I don’t know ...’

“We went down there and they clashed, they had a huge row. Sam [Gordon] and
Deutscher always shouted at each other as well, but C.L.R. and Deutscher, well...’

C.H.: ‘Had they met before?’

M.G.: ‘They had never met before and they loathed each other. Deutscher took a
very bad line, Deutscher said, I don’t know if it was on that occasion, but he said
Malcolm X was a “black fascist”, he didn’t understand what was then called ‘the
Negro question’ at all. That meeting went very badly indeed.’
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