


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































throw a certain amount of light upon both the de-selection of Woodall and the Enright 

by-election, it is necessary that these two events are examined in detail. 

Before examining the de-selection row, it is necessary to give a certain amount of 

statistical information relating to the results of general elections and Hemsworth. 

These are presented, taking 1950 as the starting point, in tabular format (30). 

Going back into the annals of history, in 1970, according to 'The British General 

Election of 1970' by David Butler and Michael Pinto-Duschinsky, Hemsworth was 

ranked number one in terms of the numbers employed in the mining industry - with 

40.7% employed in the mines, narrowly beating Bolsover with 40.3%. (31). At the 

General Election of 1970, 71.8% of the electorate turned out to vote. This was down 

4.3% on the 1966 figure. 80.8% voted for the Labour candidate with 19.2% voting for 

the Conservative candidate. The swing was 4.6% between 1966 and 1970 and the 

swing had been 2.5% between 1955 and 1970. 

By the time of the General Election of October 1974, according to David Butler and 

Dennis Kavanagh, the percentage employed in the mining industry had fallen to 

32.4%, a close second to Bolsover which now stood at 32.9%.(32). Hemsworth is 

cited as " ... the extreme case of a very safe seat in which the Liberal vote was taken 

more in numbers from the dominant party and more in proportion from the minority 

party and different measures of swing simply reflect this. II (33) 
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According to Ivor Crewe and Anthony Fox, 'British Parliamentary Constituencies'(34), 

in 1983 Hemsworth was the seventeenth safest Labour seat. It was ranked eighteenth 

in terms of constituencies with the highest proportion of manual workers - with 64.6% 

employed in manual occupations. It was ranked nineteenth in terms of the 

constituencies which contain the highest proportion of skilled manual workers - 41.4%. 

In terms of the constituencies which had the highest Labour share of the vote, it was 

ranked fourteeth - with 59.3%. In terms of the constituencies which have the lowest 

Conservative share of the two-party vote, it was classified as number 26 with 24.8%. 

In terms of the constituencies with the highest proportion employed in manufacturing, 

Hemsworth was ranked 26 with 53.9% deemed to be employed in manufacturing. 

The Parliamentary constituency of Hemsworth comprises the wards of Crofton and 

Ackworth, Featherstone, Hemsworth, South Elmsall and South Kirkby. In terms of the 

social composition of the constituency, in 1984 only 10.4% of the population were 

categorised as professional and managerial, 41.4% were deemed to be skilled, 64.6% 

manual workers, 10.6% unemployed, 8.5% had professional qualifications, 53.9% 

were employed in manufacturing, 44.5% employed in the service industries, 46.5% of 

householders were owner-occupiers and 41.2% were council tenants. The 16-24 year 

old age category made up 14.3% of the total population and pensioners comprised 

14.9% of the total population. (35). As Crewe and Fox state; "A constituency based on 

scattered mining towns south-east of Wakefield. Working-class and rock-solid 

Labour. "(36). 
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It is worthy of reiterating, at this stage, the point that was made in Chapter Three 

regarding turnout in mining constituencies; according to 'The British General Election 

of 1987' by David Butler and Dennis Kavanagh, one of the most important effects in 

1987 was increased turnout. As they state, "/ncreased political awareness also 

produced higher turn-out. The clearest example is in mining constituencies which 

used, in the 1950s, to have the highest turnout in the country but where, from 1966 

onwards, turnout has been declining at an above-average rate. II (37). They go on to 

say, "/n 1987 the passions felt on both sides of the dispute amongst the miners over 

the 1984-5 strike was evident. In the 18 constituencies with over 15% employment in 

mining, turnout rose 4.4% on average and in the nine with over 20% employment it 

jumped 5.2%. As a result, turnout in mining seats is now once again higher than the 

national average, even though most are safe seats; turnout in 1987 averaged 76.5% 

in the 33 constituencies with most mining. It is noteworthy that the rise in voting 

occurred in both Arthur Scargil/'s Yorkshire bastion and in the Nottinghamshire 

stronghold of opposition to his leadership of the strike. Mansfield, the headquarters of 

the Notts miners, had the third biggest rise in Britain, whilst Hemsworth and Barnsley 

East, the two most solidly mining Yorkshire constituencies, lay seventh and fifteeth in 

that league table."(38). 

As stated in Chapter Three, however, by 1992 this increased turnout was no longer 

evident. David Butler is quoted in Chapter Three as saying that, it was " ... no longer the 

case" that there was an increase in turnout in mining constituencies. It is fair to say 
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that, by 1992, any impact of the Miners' Strike upon turnout in mining constituencies 

appears to have subsided. 

THE DE-SELECTION OF ALEC WOODALL 

So, turnout rose at the 1987 General Election in the constituency of Hemsworth. It is 

difficult to determine whether the de-selection of the former M.P., Alec Woodall, had 

any impact whatsoever upon the 187 result.(39) but, as stated previously, it does 

appear to be the case that the Strike itself did have an impact upon turnout. Alec 

Woodall held the seat of Hemsworth from February 1974 until his de-selection in 1987 

when he was replaced by George Buckley. 

Mandatory reselection was a policy which was agreed by the Labour Party at a 

special conference held at Wembley in January 1981. Here it was decided that a 

sitting M.P. had to be re-selected by his/her local constituency party in order to enable 

them to fight the following General Election as the official Labour Party candidate. It 

was felt by many in the Labour Party that this would eradicate the Ijobs for lifel 

syndrome and that, in so doing, it would automatically improve the calibre of 

incumbent M.P.s. It is perhaps inevitable, therefore, that this form of 'political 

tacographl would lead to a certain amount of ill-feeling within the Party. 
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Alec Woodall, the incumbent Member of Parliament for Hemsworth, was de-selected 

in 1987. It was felt, in certain quarters, that he had failed to support the miners enough 

during the 1984/5 Miners' Dispute. This is an accusation which Woodall hotly denies. 

It is relevant at the particular point to examine in close detail precisely what Woodall 

had to say, in hindsight, about the affair. 

When asked whether any of his views had changed as a result of the Strike, Woodall 

replied; "Yes. In as much, I'm vel}', vel}' disaPPointed in the N.U.M .. In 1945 there 

were 38 miners in the House of Commons, 38, it was the strongest single group from 

a trade union in the whole of the House of Commons and they had terrific power. 

They could tell the Prime Minister that they wanted to see him and the Prime Minister 

had to go." This is an interesting comment from Woodall because it appears to 

contradict what Taylor claims earlier. According to Woodall's evidence then, mining 

M.P.'s did represent a force to be reckoned with. Woodall goes on to explain why he 

feels that mining M.P.s lost their power. "They had 38, now the N.U.M. is down to 14, 

for the simple reason through the abandonment of the Parliamentary panel. [This was 

a short-list of (potentially) sponsored candidates] They don't have it any longer, Arthur 

Scargill did away with it. And he only did away with it, in my opinion, because he 

couldn't get the people he wanted to onto the Parliamentary panel .... his left-wing 

friends or extreme left-wing friends. So, very quietly, in its stocking feet, it went 

through the Yorkshire Area Council, while he was President, to do away with the 

Parliamental}' panel and instead the whole of the Yorkshire Council (that's delegates 
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from eve/}' branch of the N.U.M. in Yorkshire) would meet and would decide on who 

would be a candidate if there was a vacancy. II 

Labour's policy of mandatory re-selection of M.P.s is cited by Woodall as II ••• the 

worse thing the Labour Party's ever done. Which has caused a lot of upset. They've 

lost many good M.P.s for no reason whatsoever other than the cliques that were 

formed in different constituencies, including this one, and people were ousted. II 

In defence of his stance during the Miners' Strike, Woodall goes on to say III was 

ousted for no reason whatsoever. They started a rumour that I wasn't seen on the 

picket lines and I wasn't fully supporting the strike. Completely ignoring the fact that 

we had nine miners' wives support groups in the Hemsworth constituency who I 

visited and donated to. Every one of them had a hundred pounds off me. Nine miners' 

wives support groups during the strike and each one told that they had not to be 

without money so that they couldn't provide the meals every day. And that was my 

contribution to the constituency. The picket lines I did go on were in Nottingham, not in 

Hemsworth. They didnt need pickets here, you see ... ". 

Woodall's actions during the Strike are mentioned in the Wintertons' 'Coal, Crisis and 

Conflice; " ... moderate Labour M.P.s from mining constituencies, !Ike Roy Mason, 

Allen Mckay and Alec Woodhall, also showed their support by visiting strike centres, 

kitchens and picket lines, and by taking up individual cases involving police 
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harrassment or denial of social security benefits."(40). So, the Wintertons appear to 

vindicate Woodall's claims. 

Woodall gives a little more detail about his de-selection, in particular, concerning the 

way in which he felt that his accusers failed to confront him directly; "Never a word to 

me! I was never accused by ANYBODY! It was all done underneath. That's what 

happened and then, of course, I got de-selected. I got de-selected massively. .. " 

Woodall continues "". they tried to do the ultimate dirty trick. They put three 

candidates in; one from U. G.A. T. T. and they even tried to force me to the bottom of 

the poll, you know, so they could then go to the press and say 'Well, we've lost 

complete confidence'." 

When asked whether he felt that there were any similarities between his situation and 

that of Frank Field, who at the time that the interview was conducted (January 1990) 

was the Member of Parliament for Birkenhead and had been de-selected by his local 

constituency party, Woodall replied thus; II Probably that's due to a different element in 

the Militant Tendency. I'm not saying that the Hemsworth constituency is infiltrated by 

a militant tendency because I don't think that it is. There might be some who think that 

they are extreme left-wingers but they are young people who don't know what the hell 

it is all about. So, I think it is a completely different picture." 

Woodall does go on to illustrate similarities between his de-selection and others; he 

highlights the de-selections of Michael McGuire, M.P. for Ince; Sid Vincent, the 
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General Secretary; Reg Freeson, the former Housing Minister; Ron Atkinson, the 

former Labour Party Treasurer; and also the Labour Chief Whip, amongst others. 

"There were seven in total for the Labour Party for the 1987 General Election. People 

who hadn't put a foot wrong, hadn't done anything, done their job in Parliament and, in 

Michael McGuire's case and my case, did our duty by the N. u. M. during the Strike. 

And neither of us were accused by anybody, it was all done underneath, behind our 

backs. II 

When asked whether the de-selection had alot to do with Arthur Scargill, Alec 

Woodall felt that Scargill was, at least partly, to blame because he got rid of the 

Parliamentary Panel. The Panel meant that, " ... by and large, always the local man got 

the job. Now I was number seven out of eight on the Parliamentary panel in 1973. 

There were six of us appeared before the selection meeting at Barnsley. That's, as I 

say, with delegates of the N. U.M. branches affiliated to the Hemsworth constituency. 

And I romped home. II Again, Woodall emphasises the fact that his case was not 

unique; "And, of course, this happened at all the other miners constituencies as well­

like Pontefract and Castleford. Now Arthur Scargill got that one thrown away. That, 

Pontefract and Castleford, was a miners' seat for donkeys' years, right up to Joe 

Harper dying in 1978. Then after that they lost it - through Scargill interfering again. II 

The extent of the decline in terms of the sheer numbers of mining M.P.s and the 

influence which their numerical strength gave them in the past is clearly illustrated by 

Woodall. " .... Yorkshire, at one time, had nine, I think, or ten, mining M.P.s. Now 
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they're down to six, down to six! And they've only got six by virtue of boundary 

changes - which gave South Yorkshire two extra constituencies. Otherwise they would 

have a handful in Yorkshire. Of course, we lost Makerfield. We also lost Mansfield. 

The miners' panel now ... the miners' group in the House of Commons is down to 

fourteen. And in 1945 it was 381 Alright, I mean collieries have closed and different 

unions have come into more prominence in mining areas but we should never be 

down to fourteen because six have been thrown a way. II 

Again, Woodall has no hesitation in deciding where the blame lies; "Scargi/l was 

instrumental in throwing Chesterfield away. We'd three Labour M.P.s in Derbyshire, all 

good M.P.s, including Eric Varley, who was a cabinet minister, Secretary of State for 

Energy. He decided to leave politics to go into industry and instead of a miner getting 

it, Tony Benn got it. Don Concannon, he was Minister of State for Northern Ireland, 

from Mansfield. He retired from Parliament after he had a serious road accident 

coming back from the Labour Party Conference. That seat was thrown away. A chap, 

not from the area, an extreme left-winger, not a miner, it's now gone. So, at the 

moment, we've got two M.P.s in Derbyshire, two miners in Derbyshire. One in 

Nottingham, six in Yorkshire, one in Lancashire - where we used to have three. None 

in Durham, one in Northumberland and one in Scotland." Woodall ends on a 

pessimistic note with regards to the N. U. M. " ... the N. U. M. 's influence in Parliament is 

gone, just as it has in the industry and in the country." 
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It is interesting, therefore, to be able to see the de-selection from the point of view of 

the person on the receiving end of this, relatively speaking, new piece of Labour Party 

policy. A good few years after the event the 'victim' stills feels deeply hurt by what he 

regards as a miscarriage of justice and the work of a few, unrepresentative, left­

wingers who, through their actions, have deprived the Party of a number of hard­

working and loyal M.P.s. He adamantly refutes the main charge against him, that he 

did not support and espouse the miners' cause enough during 1984/5, claiming this 

accusation to be patently without foundation and, what is more, he highlights the way 

in which he says that he was denied the opportunity of being able to defend himself 

against the charges which were levied against him. 

It is fair to say that a number of the interviewees felt that the Labour Party was correct 

to oust Alec Woodall as they did indeed feel that he had failed to support the miners 

during 1984/5. Whether this was influenced by the portrayal of Woodall in the media is 

open to question; one respondent mentioned a local newspaper headline to the effect 

that 'local M.P. 'threatens' to ask questions in the Commons', the interviewee said 

II What was he supposed to be doing!'. This illustrates a lack of confidence in Woodall 

amongst some of those questioned. 

An attempt was made to interview Woodall's successor but at the time that the 

request was made Buckley replied that he was too busy dealing with constituency 

business to be able to assist with this research. Sadly, it will be difficult to assess 
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whether this was the reply of a conscientious Parliamentary representative or whether 

the de-selection furore meant that inquisitive researchers are best avoided? 

Before moving on to examine the by-election controversy, it is necessary to give more 

detail regarding the opposing viewpoint with respect to Woodall's de-selection. A 

couple of additional interviewees were questioned precisely because of their 

involvement in the de-selection. A local councillor who was involved with the de­

selection stated that, as far as he was concerned, the de-selection was " ... done 

procedurally correct." He went on to reiterate that re-selection is " ... an integral part of 

the Labour Party's constitution", the implication being that it was natural and correct 

that Woodall had to be put forward for re-selection. He continued, "The guy who's got 

it now, Derek Enright, he'll face re-selection." He went on to describe the hostility 

which certain members of the local Labour Party felt towards Alec Woodall; "They 

thought that his ways were f/ambouyant, gesticulating when making a point. A right of 

centre man." He proceeds to illuminate how this contrasted with the local Constituency 

Party which was left of centre, especially at the time that the Strike broke out. "There 

was a mood for wanting a change throughout the Party [locally], the N.U.M. group had 

made up its mind that it would seek someone who would represent mining interests 

more fully. I believe that Woodall could have done so but the general mood was that 

he was not militant enough." He goes on to say that "The Stnke made people more 

militant. If the Strike hadn't happened there's a possibility that he would not have been 

opposed." This is an interesting point to note, if it had not been for the Strike perhaps 

Woodall would have survived attempts to oust him or perhaps those attempts would 
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not have materialised in the first instance? Obviously, the Strike did take place and so 

at this moment in time we can but speculate as to an alternative outcome. 

The councillor involved in Woodall's de-selection continued; "Men living on food 

parcels and picketing money expected Alec arm-in-arm on the battle-front." He goes 

on to describe how George Buckley was the Chairman of the local Labour Party and 

how Alec felt that he did not always get a fair hearing and protection from George as 

the Chairman; "George was left of centre, he was a supporter of Arthur Scargill.". With 

regards tho the relationship between Woodall and Buckley, he states, "There was no 

love lost between the two." This interviewee felt that "Buckley reflected the mood of 

the constituency more accurately" but he refused to be drawn on the question of who 

made the better Member of Parliament. 

Another interviewee (Number 58; male, union activist, Labour supporter, politically 

active) who was involved with de-selection of Alec Woodall had this to say: "If I 

remember discussions about it he wanted to go to seventy and then you know to the 

next general election which would have been the '87 and run that which obviously 

meant to '92. In that period he would have been seventy, he wouldn't have finished at 

seventy, he could have been seventy two or three. Now that was his feelings, that was 

his intimations." He continues; "But I think the trigger for Alec Woodall was his actions 

during the Strike because he lived in Hemsworth at Market Street and less than a mile 

away was a picket line at Kirkby Lane End. It was the morning ritual of the scabs 

going in and the lads battling with police to get at the van, etc. Five 0' clock, six 0' 
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clock, within an hour it was deserted again but there was a constant vigil on at the end 

of the lane until they came out again. And his appearances there, just to observe, not 

to push or get phYSically involved, were very minimal. In fact, I think virtually nil but I 

couldn't be sure on that. And that produced, in my opinion, the President of South 

Kirkby N. U.M., Frank Clarke, to make it his crusade to get nd of Alec Woodall as the 

M.P. for Hemsworth.". 

When pursued on this point about it being a personal crusade, the interviewee said; 

"No, I think the feeling was maybe not quite as intense at Frickley but it was a 

consensus. But it was stronger with Frank Clarke and Frank Clarke was the motivator 

within the N.U.M. delegation which, at that time, had a very big influence within the 

C.L.P., I'm talking about numerically, with delegates." [Attempts to contact Frank 

Clarke about an interview were unsuccessful1. The interviewee continued to assess 

the reasons behind the demise of Woodall; "It was his performance in the Strike that 

really, in my opinion ... O.K he visited the various kitchens but he could never picket 

the picket lines at the pit. And there was a lot of violence, give and take on both sides 

but he didn't condemn any of the pOlice brutality similar to what old mining M.P.s did." 

He sums up; "It was just his general approach to the political situation and the battle 

that was going on for that year that I agreed, personally, myself that he should go and 

that influenced my vote." 

When questioned about the proceedures undertaken to get rid of Woodall, this 

second interviewee said, J~ .. we proceeded through the general course of the rule book 
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to get rid of him and obviously used our vote within the selection conference which 

was 48 nearly 50 delegates at that time. And we had been recruiting obviously 

because there was a surge during the Strike and after it dropped off." 

Derek Enright was also questioned about the de-selection of Alec Woodall and, 

although, as he states, he was not around at the time, he had this to say; "I think it 

was a ve'Y complicated de-selection. I know Alec doesn't feel this but I don't think 

George Buckley went out of his way to get rid of Alec. Though Alec certainly had his 

problems with Arthur at the time [Arthur 5cargill] and I think, although I don't really 

know because I was in Africa at the time, it's just what I've been told, I think that Alec 

had his problems during the Strike. I mean he didn't agree with certain things that 

were done during the Strike and one of Alec's great virtues is that he always says 

exactly what he thinks at any given time. I'm also given to believe that people thought 

that Alec was leaving anyway and that he was going to retire then. All those things got 

meshed together so it aI/ became vel}' unclear. And it was only well afterwards that 

somebody said to me that he was de-selected. That is a ve'Y murky view of what 

happened because I wasn't here, I didn't see it clearly. But that is the best I can tell 

you, the post-impressionist view really ... ". 

So, the three views expressed above provide a counter-balance to the views 

expressed by Woodall and enable us to have more of a holistic view of the de­

selection saga. 
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The interviewees themselves expressed mixed views regarding the de-selection. It is 

a fair assertion to make that few of the interviewees had more than a shady 

recollection of the Woodall saga. Most felt, however, that it was a just dessert if he 

had not supported the miners enough but some did feel that, this aside, he had a 

legacy of being a hard working, 'local', Member of Parliament. As one said, (Number 

36; former miner, currently self-employed), "/ once went to his surgery with a problem 

about my daughted getting a council house and he was great. I couldn't fault the 

chap." 

Clearly, the de-selection of Alec Woodall constitutes an important political event in 

Hemsworth's history. Views have been expressed both commending and criticising 

the de-selection. Given that Woodall's behaviour, or perceived behaviour, during the 

1984/5 Miners' Strike has evidently had a part to play in his downfall, the linkage 

between the Miners' Strike and the de-selection is apparent. Social scientists ought, 

perhaps, to avoid hypothetical dilemmas but it is probably true to claim that had the 

1984/5 Miners' Strike not taken place then Woodall would have been able to serve his 

time as the Member for Hemsworth until old age necessitated retirement. The Miners' 

Strike was a central component in the de-selection saga. Local events, such as 

Woodall's lack of attendance on the picket lines, were of central importance but, with 

the benefit of hindsight, it is evident that the significance of the local in comparison 

with national factors declined over time. National factors, such as the role undertaken 

by Neil Kinnock in his attempts to modernise the labour Party, had a more lasting 

impression upon the interviewees and, it is fair to say that the de-selection row now 
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remains as rather a hazy memory in the minds of most of those questioned. As one 

interviewee (Number 50; unemployed former mineworker) said, "It [the de-selection] 

was obviously important at the time but, looking back, we had other important things 

to worry about.". 

THE 1991 HEMSWORTH BY-ELECTION 

Following on from the controversial de-selection the next time that Hemsworth hit the 

headlines was in late 1991 with the debacle concerning the by-election. As stated the 

by-election was held on the 7th November and arose due to the death of the former 

M.P., George Buckley. The candidates were Derek Enright for the Labour Party, 

Garnet Harrison for the Conservative Party, Valerie Megson for the Liberal 

Democrats, Paul Ablett standing as Independent Labour and Tim Smith representing 

the Corrective Party. 

The Liberal Democratic candidate, Valerie Megson, obtained some adverse publicity 

following revelations of a cheque which bounced and non-payment of the poll tax. The 

Hemsworth and South Elmsall Express reported on polling day that" .,. some who had 

previously decided to vote for her have said they will now not bother voting at all." 

(41). Valerie Megson attempted to clarify the matter by saying, III had no intention of 

evading the poll tax ... " she blamed it on an oversight as she was in the process of 

leaving her husband. Megson believed that "The trouble is that Labour have never 
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been threatened before as this has always been a safe Labour seat. Now they are 

threatened and it's no longer a safe Labour seat."(42}. 

The other controversial aspect of the by-election, which in terms of media coverage 

made the Megson revelations pale into insignificance, was the selection of Derek 

Enright as the Labour Party candidate. As stated in the Hemsworth and South Elmsall 

Express, Thursday October 24, 1991, controversy surrounded II ••• Scargillite Ken 

Capstick's rejection - despite overwhelming grassroots support. II (43). As stated 

earlier, Ken Capstick was the N.U.M.'s choice of candidate. It goes on to say that "The 

N.U.M. nominee was black-balled before a shortlist of four was drawn up which 

included Wakefield planning committee chairman Norman Kennedy, district councillor 

for Hemsworth ward 20 Cr Wayne Jenkins of East Hardwick, and Ackworth School old 

girl Gaye Johnson." (44). The Express highlights the furore which Enrights selection 

caused by saying, II The row over Mr Capstick's exclusion sent shock waves through 

the party, prompting leader Neil Kinnock to deny "stitch-up" accusations"(45). A local 

councillor and constituency party chairman, Henry Daley, is quoted as saying, 1111 We 

have been left with a candidate we do not want.""(46}. 

It is necessary to highlight the alternative side of the coin. Enright is a politician with 

impressive credentials. A former Euro M.P. for a Leeds constituency, Enright has 

been an E.C. West African delegate and also a representative for the Commonwealth 

Institute. Enright asserted that he " ... was chosen according to party rules"'(47}. 
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The by-election is cited in 'Politics Review', February 1992. It states "Of the three 

seats up for election, [Kincardine and Deeside and also Langbaurgh were held on the 

same day] in only one was the result a foregone conclusion. At the 1987 general 

election, the Labour candidate received a majority of 20,700 in the Yorkshire seat of 

Hemsworth and, although the turnout of 42.8% was very low, Labour achieved a 

comfortable majority of 11,087 in the by-election. The Liberals increased their share of 

the vote by 4.2% to push the Conservatives into third place."(48). It might be argued 

by certain commentators that, because of the selection procedure, this by-election in 

Hemsworth was not quite so routine as it at first appeared. 

An EXIT poll was conducted, specifically for this thesis, on November 7th 1991 at a 

number of polling stations in the Hemsworth constituency (permission was obtained 

from the Electoral Office in Wakefield). The voters were asked a number of questions 

relating to their political preferences. They were, first of all, categorised according to 

their gender and the age group into which they fitted. They were then asked their 

answers to the following questions; Who did you vote for?, Have you changed your 

vote from the last General Election?, Were you voting for the party or the candidate 

today?, Will you vote the same way in the next General Election? If no, how will you 

vote?, Do you always vote?, On a scale of 1-10, how interested are you in politics? 

1 =Iow, 10=high, Do you agree with the Labour Party's decision to impose its own 

candidate, Derek Enright? Did that decision affect the way that you voted today?, 

Would you have voted for Ken Capstick? and the final question was, Did the 1984/5 

Miners' Strike have any influence upon the way that you voted today? 
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Tensions were obviously running high as far as the Labour Party was concerned. The 

local Labour Party Campaign Headquarters felt nervous enough to be able to place 

political pressure upon the researcher's employer, with the effect that the employer, 

who had previously given permission for the research to be undertaken, was forced to 

capitulate and recall the researcher from outside of the polling stations. 

As stated, the research was being carried out outside of the polling stations, not on 

their land (that is to say, outside the boundaries of the polling station) and questions 

were only asked as electors returned after having cast their vote. The main objection 

was to question seven 'Do you agree with the Labour Party's decision to impose its 

own candidate, Derek Enright?'. Yet this was a question which the media had found 

perfectly acceptable and which really was the crux of the whole controversy. This was 

the key issue which transformed this by-election in a 'rock-solid' Labour seat into a 

much more exciting political occasion. If the word 'impose' had been removed from 

the question it would have meant ignoring the real facts involved in this particular 

episode. 

As events transpired, it was not particularly important that the research was brought 

to a halt during polling hours. This is due to the fact that it could be claimed that 

perhaps a certain section of the electorate voted with their feet. Turnout was down 

considerably on the figure for 1987 (where it was 75.7 per cent) and even down in 

comparison with what has been stated as the average turnout figure for a by-election 
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(sixty three per cent according to the television programme 'Is Democracy 

Working?')(49). As stated in 'Politics Review', February 1992, "At the 1987 general 

election, the Labour candidate received a majority of 20,000 in the Yorkshire seat of 

Hemsworth and, although the turnout of 42.8% was very low, Labour achieved a 

comfortable majority of 11,087 in the by-election. The Liberals increased their share of 

the vote by 4.2% to push the Conservatives into third place."(50). 

In terms of what the respondents who were questioned in the Exit poll had to say; 

seventy seven people were questioned before the researcher was forced to abandon 

her inquiries. In terms of the by-election questionnaire, however, this is what the 

seventy seven respondents had to say: In answer to the first question which asked 

who the elector had voted for (electors were told that they, obviously, could refuse to 

answer this question if they so wished) forty out of the total seventy seven claimed 

that they had voted for the Labour Party candidate, Derek Enright. Twenty three 

refused to reveal who they had voted for. Seven claimed that they had voted for the 

Conservative Party candidate, Garnet Harrison and seven claimed that they had voted 

for the Liberal Democratic Party candidate, Val Megson. In percentage terms this 

works out at fifty two per cent voting Labour, thirty per cent refusing to reveal how they 

voted, nine per cent voting for the Conservative Party and nine per cent voting for the 

Liberal Democratic Party. 

In terms of question three, which asked the electors whether they voted for the party 

or the candidate, the replies were as follows; fifty four out of the seventy seven 
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claimed that they voted on the basis of the party, ten claimed that they voted for the 

candidate, twelve said that they voted on the basis of both the party and the candidate 

and one refused to say. In percentage terms this works, this works out as follows; 

seventy per cent voted on the basis of the party, thirteen per cent voted on the basis 

of the candidate, sixteen per cent voted for both and one per cent would not say. 

With regards to question seven, as stated earlier, perhaps the most controversial 

question (which asked the electors whether they agreed with the Labour Party's 

decision to impose its own candidate, Derek Enright) the replies were as follows; thirty 

two people said that they disagreed with that decision, indeed one of the thirty two 

said that he felt that " ... the people should pick the candidate". Thirty four people said 

that they agreed with the Labour Party's decision. Of those thirty four, four people 

made comments. One said II He's [Derek Enright] better than the normal Labour 

candida tell , a second said, "He's [Derek Enright] the best man for the job" and a third 

comment was made that they agreed with the decision because, " .. .it's more 

democratid', one said he was sceptical but still felt that " ... Enright's the best man for 

the jobll . Eleven respondents stated that they did not know whether they agreed or 

disagreed with the Labour Party's decision, this included one voter who said that he 

was not bothered because he "... would vote for the Party regardless". [The 

researcher was unable to obtain a great deal of information about the political 

attitudes and behaviour of these particular interviewees as they were questioned as 

part of the EXIT poll and time was limited in order to question as many people as 

possible]. 

288 



In percentage terms, this works out as follows; forty two per cent 01 those questioned 

disagreed with the choice of Derek Enright as the Labour Party candidate in the 

Hemsworth by-election, forty four per cent of those questioned agreed with the choice 

of candidate and fourteen per cent neither agreed nor disagreed. 

So, effectively then, a majority of those who were questioned in the Exit poll which 

was conducted for this research felt, by a very slender margin, that the Labour Party 

was correct to impose its own candidate, Derek Enright, to stand in the Hemsworth 

by-election. It is necessary, however, to reiterate the comment which was propounded 

earlier that perhaps the majority of those who were disgruntled at the Labour Party's 

decision had "voted with their feet". If this was indeed the case, then those questioned 

would tend to be electors who either agreed with the decision or who were unsure as 

to whether they agreed or disagree. It would be extremely difficult to conduct research 

which would provide a conclusive answer to this particular question. 

In the event, Labour's Derek Enright was elected as the Member of Parliament for 

Hemsworth on the 7th November 1991. He obtained 15,895 votes, a majority 01 

11,087. He retained Labour's share 01 the vote despite a low turnout - in 1987 George 

Buckley obtained 67 per cent of the total vote whereas Derek Enright was just one per 

cent behind with sixty six per cent. In his victory speech, as reported in the Hemsworth 

and South Elmsall Express 14th November 1991, he stated" This result gives notice to 

the Government that they are running scared. They are running out of excuses and 
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running out of time." He went on to say, "The people of this constituency want a 

government that will bring jobs. They want a government that cherishes the health 

service." He highlighted Hemsworthls problems by stating, "One in eight people in this 

constituency have lost their jobs. Isn't it time this Government lost its job?". As the 

Express reported, Enright II... dismissed the "row" over his selection as candidate 

rather than that of N.U.M.- sponsored Ken Capstick. "The row was in the papers and 

the media. On the doorsteps the concerns were about jobs and the health service", he 

added.".(51 ). 

The by-election result: Val Megson came second with 4,808 votes; Garnet Harrison, 

the Conservative candidate, polled 2,512 votes. Paul Ablett, the Independent Labour 

candidate, polled 648 votes. Tim Smith, who stood as the candidate for the Corrective 

Party, obtained 108 votes. 

AnalYSis of the Hemsworth by-election result then appears to indicate that the 

imposition of a candidate by the Labour Partyls National Executive Committee did 

have an impact upon the election result. Whilst the impact was not as dramatic as 

certain political commentators might have predicted or anticipated, the choice of 

candidate does, nevertheless, appear to have affected the outcome of the by-election 

in no small way. Although there was never any real doubt that such a safe Labour 

seat would fall to an opposing party, it does indeed appear to be the case that a 

significant proportion of the electorate in Hemsworth felt significantly perturbed by the 

N.E.C"s decision that they made their annoyance known by, as stated earlier, "voting 
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with their feet II and not voting at all. A turnout figure of 42.8 per cent is low even by 

'normal' by-election standards and this remains so even when allowance is made for 

the complacency factor which inevitably affects safe seats. Hemsworth is a safe 

Labour seat and, therefore, complacency might lead to a low turnout figure but, 

nevertheless, 42.8 per cent was particularly low (as stated earlier on page 287, 

average turnout in by-elections is estimated at approximately sixty three per cent). 

Although it is diificult to prove that there is a conclusive link between candidate 

selection and low turnout, the results of the EXIT poll lead to the belief that it is 

necessary to be wary of totally discounting any direct linkage. 

Both Derek Enright and Ken Capstick were interviewed for their views on the by­

election saga. This is what they had to say; firstly, Derek Enright, "I mean it was quite 

interesting because, of course, Ken got the majority of nominations and it was just left 

the same. Ken got the nominations which indeed he did but they were all N. U M. 

nominations and strangely enough, in fact there were, I think two or three people that 

they could have chosen from within the constituency to be the official N. U M. rep. ... 

but Ken was chosen and that caused enormous problems. It was seen on the one 

hand as Arthur Scargill's bid to get back at Neil Kinnock and it was also seen as the 

N.UM. imposing a candidate once again. My nomination was from the Co-op and 

from the Electrician's Union and from one branch - which was actually a broader 

spread in a way than Ken's and it certainly wasn't a central spread. Nobody made 

them move me in any way." Enright then proceeds to lists all the other candidates. He 

continues; "It was an extraordinary day. The day of the choosing. I mean we all went 
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in and we all got flogged and flayed and all the rest of it. And the National Executive 

Committee did their short-list and there was much shouting which I didn't see but 

which I certainly heard from outside and rude words were said and then the short-list 

was finally imposed and a candidate, i. e. myself was imposed if you like. I'm putting it 

in that way. In a way I was almost quite sorry it didn't go to a vote because I think I 

would have had a very good chance in the vote because I would have picked up some 

of the other candidates votes in the end. I mean, Ken would clearly have been in the 

lead on the first vote. I don't think there's any doubt about that whatsoever. But I was 

fairly confident that I would pick up the others. I'd done a lot in this area. I'd been 

Chairman of the Community Health Council ... I mean all the papers portrayed me as 

if I'd been bombed in from London, of course when I was just living right on the edge 

of the constituency. I was Deputy Head of Saint Wilfred's [a local Catholic School] 

which covered all this area and many of the people in there were parents that I'd 

worked well with before. I mean quite apart from our political affiliations. And, of 

course, I'd been Chairman of Planning for West Yorkshire '" and I knew the churches 

in this area, with another ecumenical hat on." 

So, Enright has given his version of events, for the record what did Capstick have to 

say? Capstick stated; "I almost became the M.P. for Hemsworth a few years ago and 

perhaps many people think that I should have been if it hadn't have been for some 

manoeuvring by the Labour Party National Executive Committee." When asked 

whether he feels bitter, Capstick replied; "I didn't feel bitter and I don't feel bitter now. 

That's not a politician's answer, it's a truthful answer because at the time I expected it 
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because it was always a possibility that the Labour Party National Executive 

Committee, at the end of the day, could do what they did. My task was to try and 

make it as difficult for them as possible. And the way / did that was to try and get as 

many nominations as possible and as much support in the constituency as I could. If I 

had a grounds well of opinion behind me then perhaps they wouldn't dare. I thought I'd 

achieved that but they still did what they did. So, in a way I didn't feel bitter about it 

because / was able to rationalise it." Capstick was rather philosophical about the 

defeat, "/ mean politics you have your successes and you have your setbacks and its 

always like that." He also emphasised how, following the by-election episode he was 

able to get really involved in campaigning against the October 1992 pit closure 

announcement. He did feel, however, that the by-election didn't do the Labour Party 

any good, in terms of the national leadership asserting its authority, "We certainly 

didn't go on to win the General Election." 

The two main participants in the by-election controversy have thus been able to put 

forward their interpretation of events. They will obviously disagree with regards to 

what happened but it is interesting, nevertheless, to hear their versions. 

The interviewees were, generally speaking, critical of the selection procedure 

undertaken for the 1991 by-election but most, in retrospect, conceeded that Enright 

had proven himself to be a worthy Member of Parliament. One interviewee (Number 

53; unemployed former mineworker) stated; "I've seen him [Enright] on telly quite a 

few times and he seems to be doing a grand job. He seems to be 'for us'." Another 
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respondent (Number 55; unemployed former mineworker) was less enthusiastic but 

still conceeded, "He wouldn't have been my choice and I still think it was wrong the 

way they did it. But to give the man his due, he works hard and he's always in the 

local rag." 

It is not quite so easy to link the by-election to the Miners' Strike as it was with the de­

selection but, nevertheless, the Strike still had a part to play in the Enright debacle. It 

CQuid be said that the Strike had led to a scenario where the N.U.M. could be over­

ruled in the selection of a candidate in this, at one time one of the most prominent 

mining constituencies. Surely, if the events of 1984/5 had not taken place then this 

situation would have been unheard of? The National Executive Committee would not 

have 'dared' to impose its own candidate in lieu of the N.U.M.'s choice. Whilst not as 

self-evident as in the de-selection furore, a connection between the Miners' Strike and 

the by-election can definitely be made. 

In terms of an evaluation of the importance of national and local factors, it is fair to 

say that national factors had a tremendous impact on the by-election. Indeed, it was 

the action undertaken by the Labour Party's National Executive Committee that made 

the election of such political significance in the first place. Local factors certainly 

played a part in terms of the strength of the opposition to Ken Capstick's fate but, as 

with the de-selection furore, the significance of these local factors appears to have 

faded over time. In retrospect too, Enright's reputation as an erudite and articulate 

Member of Parliament appears to have all but quelled the dissenting voices. 
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The by-election has an important part to play in terms of the politicisation question. 

To a certain extent, it enhanced politicisation from the point of view of focusing 

attention, especially media attention, on Hemsworth and thereby heightening political 

awareness. It also forced the inhabitants of Hemsworth to focus upon the relationship 

between the Labour Party and the N.U.M. and, if turn-out is taken into consideration, it 

does seem that the links with the N.U.M. were the stronger factor - even though we 

must not lose sight of the fact that the Labour Party did still win the by-election. The 

1992 result (whereby turnout was 75.9 per cent and Enright received 70.8 per cent of 

the total vote) illustrates that perhaps the annoyance over Labour's choice of 

candidate has waned and/or that constituents are pleased with the way that Enright 

has performed as an M.P. 

Prior to the by-election taking place, Sarah Baxter of the New Statesman/New Society 

had investigated the controversy. Baxter began, "Hands up all those Labour M.P.s 

who owe their seats in parliament to a trade union fix ... No one is going to admit it, 

but there are plenty of older members at Westminster who would never have been 

selected as candidates had friendly unions not flooded their constituencies with 

delegates in good time to sway the vote. In the postwar period, this was normal 

practice. It was a case of who pays wins, and trade union money kept the local parties 

afloat. II (52). Baxter goes on to say, liThe longer Labour has been in opposition, the 

more the party has felt obliged to interfere in the selection process. The political fixes 

engendered by Walworth Road are no more frequent than those brought about by 
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trade unions with a nod and a wink from above in the good old days. But in our more 

democratic times, the party is less able to call in favours and more reliant on the rule 

book. As a result, its involvement looks much more obvious."(53). Baxter continues, 

II Three factors are likely to trigger Walworth Road's attentions: a by-election, the 

removal of a sitting M.P., or the presence of Trotskyists. There is a fourth factor: union 

corruption, but the Labour Party is often willing to overlook irregularities so long as 

nobody complains too loudly. II (54). Attention then turns specifically to the Hemsworth 

by-election: "In Hemsworth, in Yorkshire, where a by-election takes place on 7 

November, the miner's union thought that, as ever, it could pick - and pay for - its own 

sponsored candidate. But Ken Capstick, who moved a motion of censure against Neil 

Kinnock at the N.V.M.'s summer conference, was a provocative choice. The local 

party could have helped itself to virtually any other mining candidate, but it has instead 

been landed by the national executive with a teacher, Derek Enright. "(55). 

Sarah Baxter then proceeds to explain why Capstick would have been the wrong 

choice: 1111 What's wrong with Ken Capstick?", asked the Tory deputy chairman, Sir 

John Cope, kicking off his party's by-election campaign this week. The answer is 

Simple. Capstick would certainly have won Hems worth, where he is a popular local 

figure, but he might well have spoiled Labour's chances of victory in the marginal seat 

of Langbaurgh in Teesside, which goes to the polls on the same day. This is known in 

Labour circles as the "Lambeth effect". This supposedly loony London borough 

somehow manages to get its councillors re-elected, but at the price of a Labour wipe­

out in neighbouring Wandsworth.II(56). The explanation given by Baxter is that, 
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"However aggrieved the N.U.M. feels, the rule change enabling the national executive 

committee to impose a shortlist of one on a recalcitrant constituency was not drawn up 

lightly, but was born of defeat. II (57). 

A NEW MODEL LABOUR PARTY? 

It is worthwhile highlighting the extent to which the media was able to weaken the 

N.U.M. during the Strike, the conflicts between the N.U.M. and the Labour leadership, 

Kinnock's refusal to speak out in favour of the pickets and his condemnation of the 

violence. All of this means that part of the project involved in constructing a New 

Model Labour Party would inevitably involve Walworth Road wanting to distance itself 

from the N.U.M .. This is, effectively, what happened during the Hemsworth by-election 

and hence the relevance of Baxter's Lambeth analogy can be seen: the Strike 

associated the miners apparently irrevocably with the loony left with whom Kinnock 

wanted to break ties. 

This particular debate - about the strategic importance of distancing Labour from the 

miners for Kinnock's strategy - is worthy of further expansion given that it is one of the 

areas of key importance. The relationship between the Labour Party and the N.U.M. 

has been de-stabilised by the behaviour of the N.U.M .. If the N.U.M. had stayed on 
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the right then it is unlikely that Walworth Road would have intervened in the affairs of 

local Constituency Labour Parties to the extent that it has felt necessary. 

As stated, it is no secret that Neil Kinnock had been attempting to produce a new 

model Labour Party and, that, really, this process had started as far back as October 

1983 when Kinnock was first elected to the Party Leadership. A relatively young 

politiCian, determined to stamp his mark upon the Party and wanting to ensure that by 

the time of the next General Election the Party was in a much better position and able 

to present a more threatening challenge to the incumbent Conservative Government. 

Relatively recently, there has been much talk of the so-called 'Clintonisation' of the 

Labour Party but, upon closer inspection, political observers will note that really this 

process began, to a certain extent, with the election of Neil Kinnock. The process of 

change gathered momentum after 1987 and the loss of a third general election in a 

row. A thorough policy review was instigated by Neil Kinnock, a procedure that was to 

require two years before completion. John Smith attempted to continue in the same 

vein with regards to this attempt to create a new model Labour Party and, although 

Smith's efforts were short-lived, it appears that Tony Blair seeks to maintain the 

momentum which Kinnock and Smith established. 

Returning to the impact of the N.U.M. on this process of modernisation within the 

Labour Party, it is a fair judgement to say that the 1984/5 Miners' Strike posed serious 

problems for Kinnock because it presented a flagrant contradiction of what he was 

trying to do. Kinnock was under a great deal of political pressure with respect to the 
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Miners' Strike. The wave of public sympathy such as existed for the miners, their 

communities and their families, meant that Neil Kinnock was severely constrained with 

regards to the extent that he could criticise the actions of miners and their leaders. 

Indeed, it is fair comment to say that after the Strike it was easier for Kinnock to 

criticise the actions of Liverpool councillors [as he did at the 1985 Labour Party 

Conference) than it was for him to verbally attack the miners. 

Undoubtedly then, the miners were a problem for Kinnock. It is worth highlighting, 

however, it is not just mining M.P.'s per se who appear to be the problem. Rather, it is 

the (potential) left- wingers who cause the greater anxiety amongst Party selectors. 

Indeed, the ex-N.U.M. official, Kim Howells is illustrative of the fact that the Labour 

Party is able to 'tolerate' the right-wing N.U.M. fraternity. The N.U.M. was heavily 

involved in the selection of Howells for the constituency of Pontypridd and his 

candidacy was not seen as a threat to the image of the new model Labour Party. 

Howells was an N.U.M. official for the South Wales Area between 1982 and 1989 and 

he has been the Member of Parliament for Pontypridd since February 1989. It is 

possibly the case that Howells proved more acceptable to the Labour leadership 

because, by the mid-1980s, the South Wales miners were part of a faction that was 

very much anti-Scargill. On a relatively minor point, perhaps Howells' academic 

background means that his strong links with the N.U.M., even bearing in mind his 

criticisms of some of their tactics and leadership styles in 1984/5, are seen as less of 

a problem? 
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With reference to this idea of the new model Labour Party, it is apparent that this is 

an ongoing debate. Indeed, the issue was raised before the Newbury by-election, held 

on the 6th May 1993. As stated in The Guardian, "A by-election focuses media 

attention upon a single constituency and gives John Smith, for the first time since he 

became leader, the chance to present his new model Labour Party to the country. His 

message, which should be of a revived, confident, conviction- politics Labour Party, is 

unlikely to commend itself to a majority of Newbury's voters, but this is relatively 

unimportant. It is the uncommitted in less blue-rinse areas that Labour needs to reach. 

So Labour should not go through the motions at Newbury. It should fight positively to 

show the country that the political agenda in Britain is once again being set by the 

left."(58). Likewise, the recent Rotherham and the Bradford South by-elections, held 

on the 5th May 1994 and the 9th June 1994 respectively, have witnessed successful 

attempts by the Labour Party at national level to impose its will over the local 

constituency party's selection of candidates. 

It is necessary to determine the extent to which the decline in terms of the 

significance of the N.U.M. on the Labour Party is due to longer-term factors or 

whether it is due to more overtly political factors. On one level, the power and 

influence of the N.U.M. is declining anyway. It is, therefore, inevitable that the number 

of N.U.M. sponsored M.P.s will fall correspondingly. Union funds are declining; it is fair 

to say, therefore, that the financial aspects need highlighting let alone the political 

aspects. 
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Baxter highlights the potential problem of " ... non-Labour party members in local trade 

unions" being able to have a " ... decisive say" in terms of candidate selection. She 

goes on to say, "Unless Labour breaks its links with the trade unions (and financially 

and emotionally, it is unable to do so), this problem will be difficult to solve ...... neither 

the new methods nor the old have proved adequate to ensure a proper mix of 

candidates according to race, sex and class. The only answer may be to abandon 

open-ended selection contests and introduce an approved Iist."(59). 

Baxter's solution may indeed be the only option open to the Labour Party if it wishes 

to be a pragmatic party and to avoid being in perpetual opposition. It remains the 

case, however, that constituencies with a strong history and links with the mining 

industry will not give up these ties without a vocal and perhaps acrimonious struggle. 

The depth of the ties are aptly illustrated by Andrew Taylor in his text 'The Politics of 

the Yorkshire Miners'. Parallels can be drawn between the strength of feeling 

regarding the choice of the candidate for the Hemsworth by-election and the manner 

in which that selection was made and the feeling, for example, that an N.U.M. man 

and a local man should represent mining constituencies. Taylor cites the example of 

Roy Mason who was selected to fight the Barnsley constituency in 1953. As Taylor 

says, "Support for Mason was immediate. A miner from Cudworth argued it was 

essential that a miner represent Barnsley, and that he be a local man; Mason met 

both criteria. "(60). So, obviously the N.U.M.'s dissatisfaction over the fact that 

Capstick was not chosen to fight the by- election has its roots in history. It is fair to 
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say, however, that the Mason case suggests that the issue is not just a matter of left­

right pOlitics, since Mason (and the Yorkshire Area at that time) were right-wing. 

CONCLUSION 

The politics of Hemsworth then, whilst remaining mundane in comparison with other 

constituencies, has been sparked by two major events which occurred in the post­

Strike scenario. The first being the de-selection of the former Member of Parliament, 

Alec Woodall and the second being the furore relating to the selection by the national 

executive committee's choice of candidate, Derek Enright, to fight the 1991 by­

election in preference to the N.U.M.'s choice, Ken Capstick. The question remains as 

to whether or not these two episodes would have occurred if the 1984/5 Miners' Strike 

had not occurred? Undoubtedly, the first event, the de-selection, can be directly 

related to the events of 1984/5 given that, rightly or wrongly, accusations were made 

that Woodall had failed to support the miners enough. 

With regards to the second major political event in the constituency of Hemsworth, 

the by-election controversy, it is slightly more difficult to ascertain whether there exists 

a direct causal relationship between the occurance and the Miners' Strike. Did the 

defeat of the Miners in 1985 mean that the National Executive Committee was 

empowered to challenge the monopoly of influence which the National Union of 
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Mineworkers had, hitherto, been able to exert over the constituency of Hemsworth 

and others like it? Or, was it part of a much wider phenomenon relating to Walworth 

Road's desire to modernise itself and create almost a New Model' Labour Party, an 

enabling device which would move the Party from a position of seemingly never­

ending opposition? Evidence suggests that the latter viewpoint is probably the more 

accurate, that the events which related to Hemsworth were just part of a general 

trend, but it remains to be said that the N.E.C.'s ability to achieve its goal was 

undoubtedly facilitated by the defeat of the miners in 1984/5! 

The 1984/5 Miners' Strike and the subsequent defeat of the N.U.M. meant that the 

Labour Party was able to weaken its links with the N.U.M .. In terms of the power 

relationship, the 'ball' was clearly located in the Labour Party's 'court' - with the Party 

being able to dictate terms to the N.U.M., especially, as has been noted, with regards 

to candidate selection. The impact of the Strike upon the Labour Party should not be 

under- estimated. 
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CONCLUSION TO THE THESIS. 

Attention now turns to the concluding chapter. Here, the overall analysis of the results 

and findings of the thesis will be made. 

What has this research unearthed? In what ways does it add to the sum of 

knowledge? Does it have a practical application? These are all questions which this 

chapter will attempt to answer. It is worthwhile stating that the mining industry remains 

an important issue given the recent coal dispute and also because of the sale of the 

Yorkshire coalfields. Michael Heseltine's announcement that 31 collieries would be 

closed has ensured that the results of this research have added interest and 

pertinence. Heseltine, as President of the Board of Trade, instigated a furore with the 

statement issued in October 1992 and placed the mining industry, once again, firmly 

on the policy-making agenda. 

THE 1992/3 COAL DISPUTE 

The recent coal dispute is mentioned briefly in Chapter One but it is worthwhile giving 

slightly more detail at this particular stage. The coal closures were actually announced 

on the 13th October 1992. It was stated that 31 out of the total 50 pits would close by 

March 1993. The closures were criticised by Labour, by the unions, by some senior 
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Conservative M.P.s (such as Elizabeth Peacock the M.P. for Batley and Spen, 

dismissed in October 1992 as parliamentary private secretary to Nicholas Scott the 

Social Security Minister) and ex-ministers and by church leaders (amongst them the 

Rt. Rev. Nigel McCulloch, Bishop of Wakefield) and community leaders. Scargill 

dubbed the closures " ... the most savage, brutal act of vandalism in modern 

times."(1). In defence of his plans for coal Heseltine said, "B.C. cannot go on 

producing coal which cannot be sold. These decisions have been taken only after the 

most careful consideration. They are painful, but they are essential to secure the 

industry's future and cannot be postponed." (2). 

The October annoucement prompted a great many miners and their supporters to 

march on Parliament in the autumn of 1992. The effect of the closures upon the 

mining communities is worthy of emphasis. As Huw Richards says in the Times Higher 

Educational Supplement (3), II The impact of the closures is accentuated by the nature 

of mining communities - often isolated and with the pit as their sole reason for 

existence." The loss of mining communities is worthy of emphasis. Ruth Winterton 

reiterates this impact, "The mining community, like the miner as a traditional 

proletarian, is rapidly becoming an historical phenomenon."(4}. 

In terms of what has happened to the mining industry over recent decades, it is 

relevant simply to look at the scale of the decline in sheer numerical terms. After the 

Second World War there were 750,000 people employed at almost 1,000 pits. At the 

beginning of the 1984/5 Strike there were 184,000 miners, by the end of the year-long 
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Strike this had declined to 171,000 miners in 169 pits. By October 1992, when the 

closures were announced, there were 41,000 miners employed at 50 pits. To repeat 

the figure that is mentioned in Chapter Three, in September 1994 there were only 

8,000 miners left in the coal industry(5) and in October 1995 there were no miners 

employed by British Coal given that the industry has been privatised. The main 

successor companies to British Coal are listed in Appendix Five. 

It is fair to say that Heseltine miscalculated the impact of his announcement. The 

furore caused by Heseltine's disclosure prompted an investigation into the mining 

industry. This was carried out by the American consultancy firm John T. Boyd - based 

in Philadelphia and resulted in a White Paper being published at the end of March 

1993. The White Paper, carried by 319 to 297 - a Government majority of 22, stated 

that 12 pits would survive, 12 would close, 6 would be mothballed and one, Maltby, 

would be used for research and development purposes. With regards to the area 

covered by this research, of the local pits affected, nearby Frickley would be one of 

the 12 survivors but Grimethorpe Colliery would close even though Derek Enright, the 

M.P. for Hemsworth, said that Grimethorpe makes a profit and has a market for its 

coa/. It was said that even the 12 pits which would be reprieved would only have a 

two-year stay of execution. The White Paper estimated the potential job losses as 

between 13,000 and 18,000. 

The White Paper was dubbed a " ... politically expedient package ... " whose aim is to 

save " ... the ConseNative Party from humiliation at the hands of its own M.P.s." (6) 
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Furthermore, it was criticised by a number of commentators for failing to offer a long­

term solution to the energy problem. Simon Beavis, in February 1993, had already 

highlighted the fact that Heseltine has " ... rejected action to halt gas projects, delay 

introduction of competition in the electricity market, and close nuclear power stations 

early. "(7). The White Paper appears to affirm this viewpoint. According to Michael 

Smith, industrial editor at the Observer, " ... the Government is neither prepared to 

protect the market for coal nor devise a coherent long-term energy policy based on 

the balanced use of Britain's oi/, coal, gas, nuclear and other, alternative 

resources. "(8). The move towards gas will still continue and the pits will be privatised 

at the earliest opportunity. As Stephen Bates and Simon Beavis state (9), Heseltine 

" ... repeatedly declined to give guarantees about the pits' long-term future.". This lack 

of foresight is reiterated by John Meads, General Secretary of the British Association 

of Colliery Management. Again, he believes that a long-term energy strategy is 

needed which looks at the problem of cheap French electricity coming through the 

cross-channel interconnector and also the so-called 'dash for gas' where gas-fired 

power stations are pushing out " ... perfectly good coal-fired stations which have lower 

costS." (10). 

Besides the immediate costs of closing the collieries, the wider social costs of running 

down the coal industry need to be highlighted. The absence of tax revenues from 

displaced workers deserves emphasis as it is estimated that each unemployed person 

costs the D.S.S. £9,000 per year in social security payments. One scenario forecasts 

the loss of 18,000 jobs directly and up to 50,000 jobs indirectly - a cost of more than 
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£600 million to the taxpayer each year (11). As B.Robinson says (12), " ... is the real 

cost of coal not the production cost but the difference between that and the cost of 

paying redundancy and unemployment pay, with nothing produced but poverty, poor 

health and misery for the miners and their families, together with a further decline in 

the economy?'. 

Again, one interesting phenomenon of the most recent (and continuing) coal dispute 

is the role undertaken by the women of mining communities. It is debatable whether 

such activities as the underground sit-ins staged by the women and the women's pit 

camps would have occured had it not been for the events which took place in 1984/5. 

An example of such a sit-in is the one staged over Easter 1993 at Parks ide Colliery by 

four women. The sit-in took place 500 metres (1,600 feet) down the mine and included 

Anne Scargill, the wife of the N.U.M. President. Like many women, she " ... came to 

politics fairly late, joined the Labour Party after he became N.U.M. President in 1984, 

and taking no part in the 1972 and 1974 strlkes." It is said that "She changed in the 

same way as many other miners' wives who made the tea and sandwiches in 1972 

and 1974, went on the picket lines in 1984 and are now more interested in direct 

action."(13). Alongside other women, in December 1992, Anne Scargill occupied the 

offices of Markham Main, in February 1993 she chained herself to the railings outside 

the Department of Trade and Industry and, as stated, took part in the sit-in at Parks ide 

over the Easter period, 1993. She has also taken part in a number of, 'Greenham 

Com m on-style', pit-cam ps. 
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A WIDER APPLICATION? 

Given the continuing saga of the coal dispute, it is fair comment that the coal industry 

retains its topicality. In terms of the relevance and practical applicability of research 

such as this, it is fair to say that, if reasons for and factors behind politicisation can be 

identified then perhaps various political organisations and parties will be able to draw 

lessons from the information and personal accounts given here. Given that even 

major political parties, such as the Labour Party, are suffering a loss of membership 

and that recent recruitment drives have failed to procure an increase in numbers then 

perhaps they may be able to take heed of this research. Having said this, however, it 

is relevant to question whether political parties do actually want a politicised 

electorate? As has already been stated in previous chapters, a politically illiterate and 

extensively apathetic populace may serve the interests of politicians. This is to say, it 

might be much easier for politicos to Iget on with the job' unhindered by questioning 

and demanding voters. 

An attempt is made throughout the course of this study to define the potentially woolly 

concept of politicisation. It is a concept which people define differently and which may 

change over time. For the purposes of this study a tri-partite definition is employed. As 

stated in Chapter Two, this includes political awareness, political participation and 

behavioural changes. This complicated and detailed definition is utilised precisely 

because of the necessity of pinpointing whether the changes which did occur in 

certain members of mining communities deserve to be regarded as monumentous 

315 



and extraordinary ones and, as such, worthy of note. Having said this, however, a 

case can also be made for saying that any change, no matter how small, ought to be 

regarded as note-worthy if it is traced to the events of 1984/5. 

The wider scenario is dealt with later on in this Chapter but it is worthwhile looking at 

the wider applicability of this study in slightly greater depth at this particular juncture. It 

is necessary to analyse whether or not there are actually any wider lessons which can 

be learnt from this thesis. Are there lessons which can be learnt from the study of this 

one particular mining community which are applicable to other areas of investigation? 

Or, is it the case that this particular study is unique and does not necessarily have, nor 

need to have, a wider application? In addition, could a claim be made that this study is 

now redundant given the closure of the majority of the coal-mines and the way in 

which coal mining has ceased to be a major industry in the United Kingdom? Clearly, 

these are all issues which need to be addressed in any analysis of the overall impact 

and importance of this study. 

Firstly, it is appropriate to examine the wider lessons emanating from this particular 

research. The basic aim of the study is to investigate whether the 1984/5 Miners' 

Strike was a major politicising event. Utilising the tripartite definition of politicisation 

(political partiCipation, political awareness and behavioural changes) it is apparent that 

the events of 1984/5 did indeed prove to have an impact upon levels of politicisation. 

The specific findings are examined in detail in preceding chapters and in the earlier 

part of this concluding chapter and, it is clearly shown that, this major industrial 

316 



dispute definitely had an impact upon the politicisation process. It appears, therefore, 

that the main lessons to be learnt are as follows; it can be proven that a major 

industrial dispute does have an impact upon politicisation, the research has illustrated 

that industrial disputes, more specifically, strike activity does have an impact upon 

levels of politicisation, strike activity can galvanise normally apathetic people into 

political activity, the strike situation can enhance levels of political awareness and can 

lead to individuals altering their behaviour. Given that it has been determined that 

these changes can occur as a result of strike activity, it is likely that an investigation 

could be made into all strikes in an attempt to ascertain the exact nature of any 

changes which take place. There may be lessons to be learnt by psephologists and 

others who analyse political behaviour. If a political event can be isolated and shown 

to have an impact upon political behaviour maybe there are lessons which can be 

learnt by those who seek a more informed electorate and participatory society? 

Questions such as how can we get more people to participate in the democratic 

process, how can we raise levels of political awareness and even how can we 

challenge patterns of individual behaviour such as the predominance of the sexual 

division of labour, may all benefit through the analysis given to the politicisation 

process in this study. 

It is pertinent to respond to the claim that the research is unique and, in the light of 

recent events, possibly also redundant. It is fair to say that this particular study 

because of its precise and narrow focus is unique. Concentrating, as it does, upon 

one specific (former) mining community this inevitably leads to discussion of whether 
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or not it does in fact have a wider application. The first major pOint to note at this 

particular juncture is whether or not it does in fact need to have wider applicability? 

Quite clearly it is not a requirement of investigative research that it needs to offer a 

blue-print or a yardstick for use in other investigations. As stated above, the research 

may prove useful and to be of interest to other political scientists but it does not 

necessarily have to feed into other related works. 

As to the question of whether or not the whole issue of mining communities and the 

investigation of those communities is now redundant, it would be premature to dismiss 

the study of these communities as irrelevant and redundant. The inhabitants of former 

mining communities may not now be employed in the coal industry, indeed they may 

not be employed at all, this does not mean to say, however, that their experiences 

ought to be neglected. They have little voice in the political scenario as it is. Surely, a 

failure to investigate their lives and their experiences would sideline and silence them 

even further? In addition, whilst the coal industry appears to have been decimated 

during the Thatcher and Major governments who knows what the future scenario will 

look like if there is a change of governing party? Finally, the current state of affairs in 

industrialised West Yorkshire is very different from, for example, the 1950s when the 

'Coal Is Our Life' study by Dennis et al. was produced but that does not, necessarily, 

mean that their work is redundant. 

Further discussion of the wider implications of the study leads to an analysis of 

whether or not the way in which industrial disputes and other forms of mass protest 
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were policed in the 1980s and 1990s has implications for the politicisation process. 

Firstly, was the policing of the 1984/5 Miners' Strike used as a model for the policing 

of other disputes? Secondly, can it be claimed that this policing also had an impact 

upon levels of politicisation? 

One of the main findings unearthed by this research is the impact which the pOlicing 

of the 1984/5 Miners' Strike had upon the interviewees and, if wider implications are to 

be considered, it app"ears reasonable to assume that the policing of similar disputes 

would have similar effects upon the participants. It is outside of the scope of this 

particular research to move on to an analysis of other disputes as having politicising 

effects but, it is necessary, at this particular juncture, to draw attention to the fact that 

there is an area here worthy of further investigation. It is apparent that similar police 

tactics were used in the policing of disputes such as the anti-poll tax demonstrations in 

1990 and against those protesting over the exportation of veal cattle to Europe in 

1995. These are not industrial disputes but, in these examples, the police employed 

the same hands-on approach as they had during the Miners' Strike; that is in terms of 

the sheer scale of the numbers utilised and the way in which the police appeared 

prepared, willing and fully ready to take on these political protesters. It appears that 

the policing of the 1984/5 Miners' Strike did leave a legacy relating to the way in which 

disputes were to be policed. There are, therefore, wider implications to be drawn from 

this study of one particular dispute and its impact upon one particular community. As 

stated earlier, explaining and accounting for heightened levels of politicisation in 

response to other disputes and mass protests is outwith the remit of this research but, 
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given the parallels between the policing of these other disputes and the way in which 

the 1984/5 Miners' Strike was policed, it can reasonably be assumed that other 

similarities, notably in terms of politicisation, could reasonably be anticipated. 

Further exploration of the wider issues arising from the thesis leads to consideration 

of whether it matters that a strike takes place in the public or the private sector with 

respect to raising levels of politicisation. In the case of the 1984/5 Miners' Strike the 

Government was clearly the strikers' opponent but what if the employer had been, for 

example, a private chemical company? Would the outcome, in terms of politicisation, 

have been very different? Without undertaking a detailed analysis of the politicising 

effects of other industrial disputes (again, an area of investigation deemed to be 

outwith the scope of this research - although texts such as Beynons 'Working for Ford' 

and Lane and Roberts' 'Strike at Pilkingtons' do shed some light upon this topic), it is 

reasonable to assume that a strike in private industry would be unlikely to lead to the 

same levels of politicisation as the Miners' Strike. It is obviously difficult to make the 

connection with other industries but it is reasonable to assume that levels of 

politicisation would not be as high as those which occurred during the Miners' Strike 

precisely because the coal dispute was not simply about working conditions or rates of 

pay. It concerned an issue that struck at the very heart of mining communities; it 

actually related to the very survival of those jobs and communities themselves. In 

addition, it could be argued that the Strike was, to a certain extent, a last ditch stance, 

not just of an industry but almost of a tradition in trade unionism. The 1984/5 Miners' 

Strike built upon the legacy of previous miners' strikes and the long history of the 
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miners' Union. Presumably, most private sector disputes would not have such a 

tradition or legacy and this may affect levels of pOliticisation. A related area of concern 

is whether it is necessary to distinguish between a traditional heavy industry, as in the 

case of mining, and the newer high tech industries? The evidence unearthed via this 

study suggests that it is likely that there is a difference here in terms of the 

politicisation process. A degree of caution is necessary at this particular juncture, 

however, given the emphasis which has been placed upon the politicising impact of 

the policing of the Strike. This is obviously a variable which needs to be considered 

with respect to private sector strikes too. A detailed analysis of the policing of private 

sector disputes is outside the remit of this research but, nevertheless, it will be 

examined briefly later on in this Chapter particularly with respect to the Timex dispute. 

It is worth raising as a factor affecting the politicising process. 

This is not to say that a dispute in private industry does not have the potential to be 

politicising but there are a number of key differences between this and the Miners' 

Strike. Firstly, would the private dispute affect a whole community or is the work-force 

geographically dispersed? Secondly, how much media coverage is given to the 

dispute? Is this coverage supportive or critical of the strike? Thirdly, does the 

employer have a predominantly male work-force and, if so, are the employees' 

spouses and partners fully supportive of the strike? Fourthly, is there a perception of it 

being a 'Them and Us' confrontational situation? Is the strike perceived in terms of it 

being a direct confrontation between the employer and employee? Fifthly, does the 
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actual duration of the dispute have a part to play? Has it been ongoing for a significant 

period of time? Sixthly, is there any perception whatsoever that the employers are 

being advised/manipulated by the government, even though it is a private industry? 

What is the extent of any government intervention? Finally, what about the sheer 

scale of numbers involved in the Miners' Strike? Surely, the numerical aspect was 

significant in 1984/5 (even bearing in mind the breakaway Union of Democratic 

Mineworkers and those who returned to work before the end of the Strike) and private 

industry would not be able to match the numbers involved in the 1984/5 Miners' 

Strike? 

The main point to note is not that a strike in the private sector cannot be politicising 

but that there are significant key differences between the 1984/5 Miners' Strike and 

other industrial disputes. In addition, bearing in mind the tripartite definition of 

politicisation adopted by this research, any analysis of disputes in the private sector 

would then need to proceed to investigate the extent to which it made people 

participate in politics, the extent to which it raised political awareness and the extent to 

which the dispute led to individuals altering their behaviour. Clearly, there is the 

potential here for further research to be undertaken by scholars who are keen to 

analyse the parallels between the politicising effects of the 1984/5 Miners' Strike and 

strikes which occur in the private sector. 
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[ THE RESULTS 

After examining the wider applicability of this research, it is necessary to look In more 

detail at the overall findings. On a basic level, it can be seen that pollticisation does 

appear to have taken place and this can be directly attributed to the events 

surrounding the 1984/5 Miners' Strike. As stated, the roles undertaken by the police 

and the media do seem to have been instrumental in heightening political awareness 

and leading many of the interviewees to question previously held ideas and opinions. 

A key factor affecting attitudinal change appears to be whether the interviewees were 

themselves involved or whether close friends and relations had direct involvement -

especially so in the cases of the police and the media. 

Given that since the end of the 1984/5 Miners' Strike, Hemsworth has become a 

virtual ghost town, it is worth emphasising the effect which the loss of a colliery can 

have upon a community. As Warwick and Littlejohn state, ·Closure of a local pit. which 

makes up much if not aI/ of the local labour market, almost certainly depflves a minmg 

town or vii/age of its chief source of income. It will a/so have several knock-on effects 

in the whole local economy, in the infrastructural provision of goods and services to 

the mining enterprise and in the distributive and service trades linked to the mmmg 

locality. "(14). The effects of closure then can be seen to permeate the whole society. 

Warwick and Littlejohn continue to assess the peculiar nature of mining communities, 

"The class character of such localities, the local social institutions and their 

separateness from other not dissimilar places, tend to lead to frequently repeated 



claims of a dual experience, hardness, ugliness and danger on one side, and 

friendliness, closeness and solidarity on the other."(15). Mining communities appear, 

therefore, to possess a number of unique qualities. It is necessary, however, to 

examine the findings of this research in more detail to discover the extent to which 

these unique qualities have contributed to the politicising effect. 

Comments from the interviewees given in Chapter One illustrate the extent to which a 

number of those questioned do appear to have become much more politicised. The 

community of Hemsworth is outlined in detail in Chapters One and Three. Chapter 

One mainly sets out the scope of this research and brings into the discussion the 

concept of politicisation. It also analyses the methodology and how the primary data 

was obtained. The level of interest in the coal industry is also referred to in Chapter 

One although it is fair to say that, given the recent coal dispute, interest does appear 

to have increased. Plans to privatise the coal industry are also mentioned. 

It is necessary to analyse whether Hemsworth can be regarded as a valid case study 

in terms of 'lessons' which other areas can learn. Chapter One highlights how the 

thesis will attempt to define politicisation and how specific examples will be given. It 

emphasises that defining politicisation is vitally important as it really forms the crux of 

the thesis. In terms of politicisation; psychological factors such as beliefs and attitudes 

are regarded as of equal importance to the more tangible factors such as participation 

in various political organisations. Thus, politicisation is highlighted and then an attempt 

is made to analyse the extent to which this is as a direct result of the 1984/5 Miners' 
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Strike and also, of course, the extent to which this occured specifically in Hemsworth. 

This thesis also deals heavily with the processes of change - looking at how and why 

such changes took place in the inhabitants of Hemsworth. It is for this reason that a 

number of specific events, such as Orgreave and, as stated before, the roles played 

by the police and the media, are examined. 

Chapter Three analyses the community of Hemsworth in terms of how it has changed 

since the Strike. It traces the history and origins of the community of Hemsworth and 

how it has grown since the pits were sunk. The politics of Hemsworth are also referred 

to. The Miners' Strike is examined as is its impact specifically upon the community of 

Hemsworth. 

The Strike does appear to have motivated people who had never before had an 

interest in politics into political action. One tangible factor, which is highlighted in 

Chapter Three, is the increased turnout in mining constituencies at the 1987 General 

Election. Noteworthy events in Hemsworth were the setting up of the Miners' Wives 

Support Group and the 'riot' in the centre of Hemsworth also the setting up of a local 

branch of the Green Party. The Greens are mentioned in Chapter Seven but it is 

necessary to go into slightly more detail at this stage in order to give the complete 

picture and enable a full summary to be given regarding the events in Hemsworth. 

The local branch was set up in Hemsworth in 1989 following the Greens' national 

success in the European Elections of June 1989. Here they obtained 15% of the total 

vote but, due to the electoral system, they did not obtain any seats. The Green Party 

325 



did not, however, stand a candidate in either the Hemsworth by-election nor the 1992 

General Election. Perhaps their apparent decline has more to do with a national (or 

even international) trend rather than a phenomenon which is specific to Hemsworth. It 

is worth stating that there is little evidence linking the rise of the Greens in Hemsworth 

specifically to local issues. There is a school of thought(16) which espouses the 

viewpoint that environmental politics are a lUxury which can only be afforded in times 

of relative affluence and prosperity so in view of the economic recession perhaps it is 

hardly surprising that their electoral fortunes appear to have dwindled. Another school 

of thought looks to Anthony Downs' 'Issue-attention' cycle(17) for explanation. The 

viewpoint held here is that environmental concerns have had their heyday as far as 

the policy-making agenda is concerned but now they have, quite naturally, given way 

to other issues. A further reason could be that the mainstream political parties, given 

that they aim to be 'catch-all' parties have, to a certain extent, stolen the Green Party's 

'clothes' and have, thereby, crowded out the Green Party from the political scenario. 

Finally, it is fair comment to say that David Icke's claims that he was the Son of God 

did not really help the Green Party's quest to be regarded as a serious political 

alternative to the mainstream parties. 

With specific respect to the community of Hemsworth, an attempt was made to 

ascertain whether changes occurred in the socio-economic profile of the community 

either during or as a direct result of the Strike in terms of divorce rates, increase in 

benefit claimants and also in terms of the numbers of repossessions of homes by 

building societies. With regard to the first criterion, divorce rates, the Lord Chancellor's 
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Department does not keep any specific data which refers to the Hemsworth area but it 

did provide statistical data relating to the number of petitions filed for divorce, nullity, 

and judicial separation, decrees nisi and decrees absolute, and judicial separation 

decrees granted in Pontefract County Court, which covers Hemsworth. Unfortunately, 

the only information available was for the years 1987 until May 1994.(See Appendix 

Six). These statistics did, however, indicate that the highest number of petitions filed 

and decrees nisi and decrees absolute granted was in 1987. It might be the case that 

these higher figures in the immediate aftermath of the 1984/5 Miners' Strike indicate 

that there is a causal link and that the stresses and strains imposed upon many 

relationships due to the impact of the Strike is the reason behind the breakdown of so 

many marriages. 

With respect to the second criterion, increase in benefit claimants, the Benefits 

Agency in Hemsworth stated that u .•• concerning the 1984/5 Miners' Strike. I can 

confirm that the number of claims to benefit increased during this period but 

unfortunately, all statistics relating to this period are long since destroyed." Further 

investigations led to a discussion with an employee who was in charge of dealing with 

claims from strikers and their families during the Strike. He stated that during the 

Strike approximately 2,000 payments a week were being made by Giro. The main 

qualifiers were men whose wives did not work. Single miners did not receive anything 

and married men whose wives worked were lucky if they obtained any financial 

support from the state. The employee also stated that many women became eligible 

to claim income support because they left their husband. The claims from separated 
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women did increase and although his office was conscious of the fact that there is 

always an element of what he termed "fictitious separation", the stresses of the Strike 

did mean that many of these separations eventually led to divorce. In addition, the 

benefits office was also aware that many miners were, understandably, experiencing 

difficulties with their mortgages and whilst lenders were relatively lenient during the 

Strike, the pressure was applied in many cases as soon as they returned to work. The 

man from the Benefits Agency also highlighted the fact that 44 additional staff were 

brought in to Hemsworth at the start of the Strike to deal with the increased numbers 

of claimants. This figure dropped to between 20-25 additional employees after a 

couple of months once the initial claims had been dealt with but these 20-25 remained 

for the duration of the Strike. He said that the bulk of these extra staff came from the 

Hull area and, interestingly enough, some of these actually lodged with striking miners 

families. 

It was more difficult to obtain information relating to the number of homes which were 

repossessed in the Hemsworth area in the period following the 1984/5 Miners' Strike. 

The Halifax Building Society was approached, given that it is Britain's largest building 

society. They were unable to provide the required statistics but suggested the Council 

of Mortgage Lenders might be of help. In the event, the Council of Mortgage Lenders 

were only able to provide figures relating to the national scenario but they did reveal a 

sharp increase in the number of repossessions from 1988 to 1991. Given that a 

detailed break-down was not obtained regarding the number of repossessions in 

mining communitiies, it would be difficult to put forward confident assertions with 
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respect to the number of repossessions in mining communities. The financial hardship 

endured by many families during the Miners' Strike leads to speculation that there 

must have been an increase in repossessions but the building societies were not able 

to furnish statistical data which would buttress this claim. 

Returning to the overview of the thesis as a whole; the chapter on politicisation, 

Chapter Two, is perhaps the most important chapter as it is here that it adds to the 

theoretical debate. The definition which this research employs is a tri-partite definition 

incorporating political awareness, behavioural changes and political participation. This 

three-way definition was felt to offer the most comprehensive framework for analysis. 

As far as possible, a water-tight definition was desired. Having said this, however, (as 

Chapter Two illustrates) there are degrees of politicisation. 

With respect to the findings of this research the overall level of politicisation was high. 

A majority of the interviewees acknowledged that the extent of their politicisation had 

increased. Analysis of the model of politicisation employed by this research is given at 

the end of this section on the actual results. It is fair to say, however, that levels of 

political participation, political awareness and behavioural change were affected to 

differing degrees. It is appropriate to focus at this stage, therefore, upon the overall 

findings. 

Key aspects of politicisation which this research unearthed was the impact upon the 

women of this particular community. For many of the women of Hemsworth, the Strike 
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had a profound influence upon their political actions and also upon their thoughts, i.e. 

they do appear to have undergone increased political awareness. Many of those 

interviewed also came to have a much more critical approach to both the media and 

to the police. In terms of the media, many came to be distrustful of all forms of political 

information becoming cynical and disbelieving. One very politicising factor was the 

way in which many of those in the mining community perceived the Strike as an 

overtly political dispute - as opposed to an economic dispute which was the 

Government's viewpoint, perhaps not the Government's entire impression of the 

dispute but certainly a substantial part of it. There was a kind of duality in the 

Government's treatment of the Strike - both treating it as an economic dispute which 

Scargill was illegitimately politicising and playing it politically (not just in terms of the 

tactics used but, for example, Thatcher's denunciation of the miners as 'the Enemy 

Within'). 

With regards specifically to politicisation and Hemsworth only 17 per cent of those 

interviewed claimed that their level of politicisation had remained static and none 

claimed that it had actually decreased (although only perhaps political participation 

could actually decrease). Everyone else claimed that their level of politicisation had 

increased. A significant proportion of those interviewed joined a political party, in all 

but one case this was the Labour Party. The one exception was actually instrumental 

in setting up a local branch of the Green Party. The other main area of participation 

was in terms of those people who joined the support groups (especially the women), 

two of the interviewees became school governors and three took part in trade union 
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activities to a much greater extent than they had previously done. One woman 

admitted to having taken part in hunt saboteur activities. Thus it can clearly be seen 

that levels of political participation, the first criterion employed in our tripartite definition 

of politicisation, have increased. Levels of political participation were affected by the 

role of the police and by the role undertaken by the media. More people were affected 

by the police than by the media but some did state that it was a cumulative effect. The 

participation levels of the women is the most striking aspect and here participation 

took many different forms; going on the picket lines, collecting for strike funds, 

speaking at rallies and working for the Support Group are a few examples that the 

women cited. 

Political awareness was most notable in terms of changed attitudes in three main 

areas - towards the media, the police and towards the role of women within society. 

Many of those who were interviewed, as stated in Chapter Six, claim to have become 

much more questioning as a direct result of the Strike, they were now less willing to 

accept information and events at face value. This also meant that many of them 

developed a much greater interest in political affairs than they had held previously. An 

interesting pOint to note is the way that many of the interviewees had to reassess their 

own attitudes and opinions towards other oppressed groups, such as homosexuals, 

ethnic minorities, people living in Northern Ireland. Another factor which may indicate 

heightened political awareness was the by-election which took place in Hemsworth in 

November 1991. It appears to have affected politicisation because of the controversy 

which surrounded it. The row over the Labour Party's decision to impose Derek 
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Enright onto the Constituency Labour Party and the subsequent 42 per cent turn-out 

supports the view that the by-election was part of the political aftermath of the Strike. 

So, the second criterion, namely that of political awareness, evidenced the most 

striking amount of change. It was particularly apparent when the interviewees stated 

that they had been directly involved in strike activities themselves rather than if they 

had witnessed events on the television. This was especially the case when they noted 

discrepancies between their own version of events and that portrayed by the media. 

Again, the gender dimension needs to be highlighted with respect to this factor in the 

model of politicisation. Tied in with claiming heightened political awareness, it is 

worthwhile re-emphasising the increased levels of confidence which many of the 

female interviewees claimed stemmed from this increased awareness. In addition, 

they were able to make a direct link between the actions of politicians and those in 

positions of power and the impact which that had upon their everyday lives. They 

made a connection between the public sphere, the world of work and the private 

sphere, the world of the home. 

With respect to the third criterion, namely behavioural changes, again these were 

most evident with regards to the women of the mining community of Hemsworth. The 

significant factor here was that the traditional dichotomy between the public and 

private domains(18) and the associated sexual division of labour were called into 

question. Specific behavioural changes affecting the women, cited earlier in this 
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thesis, include two divorces, two women who went on to study in further and higher 

education (one with the Open University) and a few who changed their newspaper 

partisanship. Other behavioural changes affecting both the male and female 

interviewees included crossing the street to avoid a police officer, advising their 

offspring not to ask a police officer for directions when lost, watching Channel Four 

News as opposed to other coverage of events and sharing in the household chores 

(the male interviewees). It takes a lot of effort to actually change ones behaviour and, 

even though the numbers actually doing this were relatively small, this aspect of 

change is still worthy of emphasis precisely because of the effort involved. As to why 

behavioural change was so marked amongst the women, the point to note is that, 

al/ied with their menfolk, their existence was threatened too. They had to fight for their 

communities and they found that they had, hitherto hidden, qualitities. 

The three criteria which make up the model of politicisation have been examined in 

detail. It is worthwhile, however, looking in a little more depth at some of the specific 

findings of this research which were raised in earlier chapters. As stated throughout 

the thesis, pOlice tactics utilised and put into action for the first time in 1984/5 had an 

impact upon politicisation. As stated in Chapter Four, the use of the National 

Reporting Centre, the Police Support Units and the targeting of pickets who were 

travelling towards Nottinghamshire were measures which affected the political 

perceptions of many in the mining community of Hemsworth. The style of policing 

appears to have led to a heightened political awareness. A majority of the 

interviewees in Hemsworth were deeply affected by the type of and scale of policing 



employed during the 1984/5 Miners' Strike. One interviewee did express surprise at 

what he called the sheer "political wilf' that had led to police being deployed in such 

huge numbers. This is an interviewee who picketed at Orgreave and witnessed first­

hand the huge numbers who were involved. 

Sixty per cent of the interviewees stated that their attitudes towards the police had 

changed. The remaining forty per cent had not changed their attitude but one 

interviewee did claim that, in his opinion, he knew" what the police were like before" 

due to his involvement in race relations. An important feature with regards to attitudes 

towards the policing was that the interviewees tended not to blame the local police. It 

is worth reiterating, however, that Andrew Taylor of the University of Huddersfield 

believes this failure to apportion blame to the local constabulary is based upon a 

fallacy. The Chief Constable of West Yorkshire Police, Keith Hellawell, however, 

states in Chapter Four that '~ .. we didn't have Metropolitan police officers within this 

County." 

The women who worked for the Support Group were greatly affected in terms of their 

attitudes towards the police. Eighty per cent of this sector of the interviewees claim 

that their attitude towards the police deteriorated as a direct result of the Strike, with 

only twenty per cent claiming that they had not changed their attitudes. Those who 

experienced the greatest changes were those who participated directly - be that in the 

Support Groups or on the picket lines. In some cases this led to increased political 

participation such as joining the Labour Party or becoming a school governor. 
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The event or 'riot' which took place in the centre of Hemsworth in July 1984 affected a 

number of the interviewees. The perceived heavy-handed police tactics led many of 

the witnesses to reassess their opinions with regards to the police-force and this was 

as a direct result of this one incident or "flash-point". All of those who were actually 

present were deeply affected and, indeed, the event affected many of those who were 

not actually present but who had listened to the accounts of friends and relatives. To 

reiterate, many of the interviewees, due to the police tactics, felt able to empathise 

with other oppressed groups. 

An additional factor to emerge from an examination of the policing of the Strike is that 

most of the interviewees felt that the police tactics represented a marked departure 

from that which had gone before and were not part of a wider general trend. It needs 

to be emphasised though that subsequent police tactics - in disputes such as the 

Wapping dispute - appear to have built upon those deployed in 1984/5. 

Of the interviewees who claim that their attitudes towards the police did not 

deteriorate, many believe that the police were just political pawns who were exploited 

by the Government. Examination of the interviewees who were affected by the 

policing reveals that 89 per cent of these claim to be interested in politics. The 

remaining 11 per cent expressed no real interest in politics. It could be the case, 

therefore, that an interest in polities led to an increased awareness of police 

operations. With regards to those who claim that their attitudes towards the police 
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worsened .arN that they have an interest in politics 33 per cent claim that they became 

interested in politics during the Strike. Of the remainder, 61 per cent say that they 

were already interested in politics and one person, 6 per cent, claims to have become 

interested in politics after the Strike. In terms of those who said that their attitudes 

towards the police did not change, 75 per cent said that they were interested in 

politics. The remaining 25 per cent expressed no interest. Overall then, those 

interviewees who criticised the police tactics during the Strike were slightly more likely 

to express an interest in politics. 

In terms of the findings with regards to the mass media, all but five of the 

interviewees read a newspaper every day. The surprising fact was that none claimed 

to read the Sun newspaper. Given that this is a mass circulation newspaper, it could 

be that the interviewees were unrepresentative or it could be the opposite, i.e. that 

they are representative but representative of a community which has turned against 

the Sun newspaper due to the politicising effects of the Miners' Strike. An attempt was 

made via both local retail outlets and a regional distribution centre to ascertain the 

number of Sun newspapers which are delivered on a regular basis to Hemsworth but 

only one line of investigation in this area produced a positive response and revealed 

that there does appear to be a discrepancy between the local circulation figures and 

the number of interviewees who admitted to reading the Sun newspaper. It could be 

the case that the newsagent business is an extremely competitive area and they do 

not wish to furnish potential rivals with any advantageous data whatsoever. Another 

important finding is that many of those questioned noticed a distinct difference 
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between the local and national television coverage of the Strike. Local coverage was 

felt to be much more impartial and, therefore, trustworthy. A majority of those 

questioned felt that coverage was biased against the striking miners but the 

interviewees did not really analyse why the media behaved as it did. 

In terms of politicisation, the other major finding is the effect of the 1984/5 Miners' 

Strike upon the women. Of the male interviewees, 30 per cent claim to have become 

politicised as a direct result of the Strike, 19 per cent claim not to be politicised, 49 per 

cent say they were politicised before the Strike and one person, 2 per cent, claims to 

have become politicised after the Strike. With regards to the female respondents, the 

contrast is as follows; 65 per cent claim to have been politicised as a direct result of 

the Strike, 13 per cent claim to be non-politicised and 22 per cent say that they were 

already politicised before the outset of the 1984/5 Miners' Strike. Statistically 

speaking, therefore, the Strike appears to have had a remarkable effect upon the 

women. 

For many of the women, they were able to see how politics did have an effect upon 

their everyday lives. A connection which they had, hitherto, been unable to make. The 

most lasting effect in terms of the women appears to be in the area of political 

awareness. They may have undergone increased political participation and 

behavioural changes but increased political awareness was, for many of the women, 

the most lasting feature which the Strike gave to them. Andrew Taylor of Huddersfield 
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cites the changes in the women, the realisation that the personal can be pOlitical and 

the consciousness-raising aspects as very important legacies of the Strike. 

To return to the other (potentially) politicising event - the imposition of Derek Enright 

by the Labour Party's National Executive Committee to fight the Hemsworth by­

election in November 1991, of those electors questioned in an EXIT poll, 42 per cent 

disagreed with the choice of Derek Enright, 44 per cent agreed and 14 per cent 

neither agreed nor disagreed. The by-election turnout of 42 per cent, low even by by­

election standards, illustrates that a significant proportion of the electorate appears to 

have 'voted with its feet'. Turn-out returned to its usual levels for the 1992 General 

Election so perhaps electors had forgotton their previous annoyance or possibly they 

were pleased with Derek Enright's record as a vocal and hard-working Member of 

Parliament? There is also the most obvious point to be made here that the most likely 

explanation is that the higher voting levels during the General Election were due to the 

belief that this was a national event in which their votes could help to change the 

Government. 

It is worthwhile examining the findings of the research in terms of the linkage with the 

model of politicisation. It is fair to say that the Miners' Strike, when the tripartite 

definition of pOliticisation is employed, was a great politicising event. On the basis of 

the responses given by the sixty interviewees, the majority of them do claim to have 

become politicised and they make the connection between their heightened levels of 

politicisation and the events which took place during the course of 1984/5. 
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Interviewees were keen to stress that their heightened levels of politicisation were 

directly attributable to the 1984/5 Miners' Strike. It was not due to sheer coincidence 

or to other entirely unrelated factors that they may have participated more in the 

political arena, become more politically aware or altered their behaviour in some way. 

Using the tripartite definition of politicisation, it is necessary to attempt to analyse the 

relative importance of the forms of politicisation in Hemsworth and the relationship 

between the various categories in the light of the empirical findings. It is apparent, via 

an indepth analysis of the overall findings, that the most obvious change was in terms 

of the second criterion, namely, political awareness. Obviously, this is a slightly more 

woolly and ephemeral concept than either political participation or behavioural 

changes but, on the basis of what theinterviewees said, this factor witnessed by far 

the greatest amoul"1t of change. If this attempt to rank the three criteria is continued, it 

is fair to say that behavioural change is placed second in the hierarchy with political 

participation at the bottom. Speculation as to why this should be the case leads to the 

suggestion that political awareness requires less exertion and less of a concerted 

effort than either of the other two criteria. Continuing this theme, behavioural change 

such as switching one's allegiance from a tabloid to a broadsheet, requires less effort 

than, say, attending political party meetings. 

In terms of the overall analysis of the results of this thesis, a degree of reflection is 

required as to the usefulness of the model and whether or not any changes are 

required to the model in the light of the empirical analysis. The model of politicisation 
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I 
I 

adds to the debate regarding why some people are interested in politics and others 

are not. It helps us to analyse what kind of factors and issues galvanise people into 

political activity. It helps in terms of producing a kind of continuum of political activity 

and focuses upon highlighting differing degrees of political activity. Some people are 

obviously more politicised than others and this model helps us to fully appreciate this. 

In terms of the limitations of the model; on reflection, it is necessary to appreciate that 

it is unlikely that all three criteria will occur at once. As stated above, there are 

degrees of politicisation. In addition, political awareness, whilst obviously an extremely 

important factor in this equation, is very difficult to measure accurately. To a certain 

extent, you are particularly reliant upon what the inteNiewees say they feel. Having 

said this, is this not one of the limitations of qualitative methodology and not 

necessarily a limitation of this model of politicisation? Likewise, behavioural change 

may be more difficult to measure than political participation. If an inteNiewee states 

that household duties are now performed on a rota basis how do you measure this? 

Are they telling the truth or not? 

As far as any changes to the model are concerned, it is felt that there are no glaringly 

obvious limitations in the basic design of the tripartite definition of politicisation. During 

its conceptual stage a great deal of effort and attention to detail went in to the design 

of the model. Aspects such as political knowledge and class consciousness were 

eliminated from the equation, for reasons outlined in Chapter Two, and it was felt that 

a relatively watertight definition was reached. With the benefit of hindsight, however, 
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one possible improvement would have been to follow up those who stated that their 

level of political participation had increased and to analyse in greater depth the extent 

of that participation. If, for example, they claimed to have joined the Labour Party then 

it would have apt to have focused upon the extent of that participation in terms of 

whether they were just card carrying members, did they attend Party meetings, were 

they active and vocal participants in Party meetings and debates. This approach 

would have necessitated a significant extension to the qualitative interviews but may 

possibly have added to the overall analysis. Certainly, it would have sharpened the 

focus in terms of a continuum of politicisation but whether it would have affected the 

overall thesis in a significant manner is a debatable point. 

The issue of parochialism with respect to this thesis was broached in Chapters Four 

and Five when the respective roles of the police and the media were assessed. In the 

case of the police, the issue centres around the apparent failure to apportion blame to 

the local police and the corresponding willingness to regard the Metropolitan Police 

Force as the major villains of the piece. Likewise, in the case of the media, the local 

press and regional television coverage of events was generally felt by the 

interviewees to have been less biased than that given by the national media. It would 

appear, therefore, that the interviewees expressed a distinct tendency to blame the 

outsider. Why should this be the case? Any explanation of this phenomenon is purely 

conjectural but, nevertheless, it is important to postulate reasons as to why those at 

local level were regarded in a more favourable light than people and organisations 

emanating from outside of the immediate vicinity. Presumably, in such a 
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confrontational situation as a major industrial strike, the participants, such as those in 

this particular mining community, have almost a psychological need to deny that local 

'forces' could be anything other than supportive of the 'cause'. Surely, to allow 

negative thoughts to enter into the equation will undermine the notion of a 'Them and 

Us' oppositional scenario and may lead to a weakening of the strike effort? Secondly, 

was it simply that they could not believe that those who live and work in and near 

mining communities could be anything other than supportive? Thirdly, is it the case 

that living in a mining community makes you parochial in outlook; that is to say, the 

inward-looking, insular, geographically isolated nature of mining communities? The 

implication being that it would have been surprising had they not been parochial. 

Whatever the reason, the essentially parochial outlook of many of the interviewees is 

worthy of emphasis. 

In conclusion, the events of 1984/5 have had a significant and, more importantly, an 

enduring effect upon the inhabitants of the mining community of Hemsworth in West 

Yorkshire. The tri-partite definition of politicisation has been analysed and employed 

and, using this approach, it has been shown how the majority of the interviewees were 

affected in a profound and lasting manner by the events of 1984/5 notably by the 

actions of the Conservative Government and by the tactics which bodies such as the 

police and the courts operated and by the way in which these activities and those of 

the miners, both striking and non-striking were portrayed by the mass media. Certain 

sectors, such as the women, were affected more than others but, nevertheless, it is 
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clear that all groups were profoundly and irrevocably changed by the 1984/5 Miners' 

Strike. 

THE WIDER SCENARIO 

The findings unearthed by this research are particularly interesting but, in one sense, 

it is necessary to attempt to move beyond the immediate findings in order to attempt 

to assess their wider implications. The wider applicability of the thesis is raised earlier 

on in this Chapter but it is necessary to go into greater depth at this particular juncture 

and to focus more explicitly on the wider scenario. For example, by trying to ascertain 

whether there is something special about the politicising effect of an industrial dispute 

as opposed to some other form of direct action. A comparison could be made with the 

peace movement or with a local dispute in order to see how they differ from industrial 

disputes. Secondly, it would be worthwhile examining how much of this is special to 

mining communities and not just industrial communities in general. Thirdly, it would 

then be beneficial to move on and examine the extent to which the findings are 

exclusive to Hemsworth. Fourthly, it is pertinent to examine and make comparisons 

between the 1984/5 Miners' Strike and earlier strikes. Another perspective would be to 

look at this dispute in relationship to disputes in other nations. Finally, it might also be 

worth examining the effect which the duration of a dispute has upon politicisation? 
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It is necessary to examine the first issue, that is to say whether there is something 

peculiar to industrial disputes vis-a- vis other forms of direct action. It is fair to say that 

industrial disputes are generally able to galvanise people to an extent which goes far 

beyond the capacities of other disputes. An industrial dispute involves a threat to the 

workers' livelihood, however great or small that threat may be, it may concern worker 

demands for increased payments or fears regarding job security. Whatever, the 

workers perceive a challenge to their lifestyles. 

The politicising character of industrial disputes is obviously worthy of emphasis but it 

would be wrong to give the impression that all industrial disputes are politicising. This 

clearly is not the case. Yet there are features of some industrial disputes which make 

them more politicising than others. It is necessary to attempt to isolate these 

characteristics. What makes one industrial dispute more politicising than another? 

With regards to the mining industry and using the specific example of Hemsworth, the 

major factor to stress is the extent of employment in the mining industry. The 

community is predominantly composed of miners. Virtually everyone is involved, is 

related to or knows someone who works in the mining industry. The mining industry 

pervades the whole of the community, livelihoods are interconnected. The dispute is 

not just about individual jobs it is about whole communities. The actions of both the 

N.C.B. and the Government were seen as an overt and deliberate threat to their 

community. Gainful employment is not an option elsewhere due to the dearth of jobs 

in existence generally. 
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A second factor which makes an industrial dispute politicising is whether the work­

force and those who are closely involved are able to make the connection and blame 

political forces for events. The link was apparent with the 1984/5 dispute in that 

communities blamed the Government; the Government was regarded as the root 

cause of the crisis. This then faciltated the development of a distinct 'them and us' 

mentality with the Government clearly ranged against the miners. The dispute is seen 

as a definite class struggle. 

A further factor to take into consideration is the extent to which a consensual attitude 

pervades the community. There exists, in distinctive mining communities, a marked 

similarity of opinion. Hemsworth, for example, is overwhelmingly a Labour community. 

It is relatively rare to encounter a Conservative, or for that matter a Liberal 

Democratic, viewpoint. 

A fourth factor which cannot be ignored is related to the first factor. This concerns the 

degree of integration of mining communities. The historical perspective is also not to 

be ignored, as Carolyn Baylies depicts in her text on the history of the Yorkshire 

miners, II The community was tied up with the pit in a close and symbiotic 

manner."(19). Returning to the present, in some industrial disputes the community is 

dispersed, the work- place is not quite so integrated with home- life. This is not so with 

mining communities where the rest of the family, notably the women, are intricately 

involved. Mining has, throughout the decades, relied upon the unpaid support of the 
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women; preparing the 'snap', washing clothes, etc. Although legislation was passed in 

1843 which prohibited women from working down the pit, the contibution which 

women continue to make to the mining industry is without question. There is the 

added dimension that people work together and they socialise together. The 

community spirit! bond is without question. 

One final factor which may shed light on why some industrial disputes are more 

politicising than others is bound up with the nature of the job itself. The inherent 

dangers, the dirt and the ensuant diseases, such as pneumoconiosis, predispose 

mining communities to politicisation. The life-threatening type of work which those in 

mining communities undertake has a greater effect upon attitudes than if, for example, 

the majority was employed in white-collar work. 

It is also necessary to attempt to compare the politicising impact of strikes with other 

forms of direct action (for example, the anti-Vietnam demonstrations, the Campaign 

for Nuclear Disarmament). How can one compare these forms of direct action? The 

politicising effect of a dispute such as the 1984/5 Miners' Strike can be clearly 

identified if the focus is upon the fact that here people are concerned with their 

livelihoods. It is about survival and, more particularly, about community survival. This 

is not 'frivolous' post-affluence politics, it is 'bread and butter' politics. If you are 

concerned about where your next meal is coming from then you won't be quite so 

interested in human rights, animal rights and other, relatively new, social movements. 

It is fair to say, however, that given the importance of the police's role in the 
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politicisation process, here is a factor which is common to the Miners' Strike and to 

some non-industrial movements - the policing, for example, of the anti-Criminal 

Justice Bill and the recent demonstrations concerning animal welfare does seem to 

have shocked many of the participants. 

It is perhaps the case that an industrial dispute would lead to a greater degree of 

politicisation because of the collective nature of the workplace environment. A fair 

assumption can be made that if a people are in contact at least eight hours per day on 

a regular basis then it is likely that attitudes and opinions will spread and may perhaps 

permeate the whole of the cohort. In this situation there is likely to be the cross­

fertilisation of ideas and it is hardly surprising that politicisation would take place on a 

higher level than might be expected of other 'types' of dispute. Would a local dispute, 

such as a planning dispute, affect levels of politicisation to the same extent as a 

workplace dispute and in particular a dispute which involves workers in heavy 

industry? The sheer nature of the work involved in an heavy industry would seem to 

be enough to encourage a collective outlook and to produce and maintain a 'them 

and us' mentality. The notion of class consciousness, whilst not an essential 

ingredient of the concept of politicisation used here, is more likely to be fostered in the 

workplace environment and hence facilitate the politicisation process. 

It is also necessary, in our quest to analyse politicisation, to attempt to discover 

whether there is something specific and unique about mining communities. There are 

certain elements which we can highlight in respect of this fact. The closed nature of 
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mining communities is definitely one aspect of this; on the whole it is a fair judgement 

to say that mining communities have tended to be very insular and inward-looking. 

They tend to be distinct communities and it takes time for new-comers to be 

assimilated. The fact that mining communities depend almost solely upon the one 

industry for their very existence is definitely an aspect of this, the reliance upon one 

major employer is bound to have an impact. Another significant factor is the closeness 

of home to the working environment. This would seem inevitably to create a specific 

and definite sense of community. The nature of the work involved in the mining 

industry also needs to be emphasised. The physical, dirty and, not to mention, 

downright dangerous work adds to the distinctive qualities of mining communities. 

These elements probably combine to ensure that mining communities do have a 

particular impact upon the politicisation process. Or if not have an impact upon the 

Politicisation process, at least have an impact upon the tendency to strike. 

The next step in the quest to examine the politicisation processes to focus upon 

Whether the community of Hemsworth is special or different in any way to other mining 

communities. Various studies, such as Henriques et al(20) and, more recently, 

Warwick and Littlejohn's(21) work, have investigated aspects of mining communities 

and their inherent culture. It is, therefore, not an impossible task to attempt to 

ascertain whether Hemsworth is in fact unique. As stated in previous chapters, 

Hemsworth is significant because it constitutes a definite geographical entity and 

because of the high numbers which were, at one time, employed in the mining 

industry. Along with Bolsover in Derbyshire, Hemsworth stood out due to having, at 
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one time, over 30 per cent of the male work-force were employed in the mining 

industry. Allied to this is the high levels of support for the Labour Party. 

A further angle from which to continue the investigation is to look at mining disputes 

over time. In this respect a perusal and comparison with earlier mining disputes would 

prove beneficial. Did, for example, the 1972 and 1974 disputes have similar effects to 

the 1984/5 debacle? Retreating even further back into the annals of time, did the 

'1926 Lockout' have comparable outcomes in terms of its impact on the politicisation 

process? 

Hywel Francis and David Smith in their history of the South Wales miners entitled 

'The Fed', focus upon the impact of the 1926 Lockout. They state that II The nine days 

of the General Strike and more especially the seven-month lock-out revealed an 

alternative cultural pattern which had no comparable equivalent in the other British 

coalfields. II (22). The major similarity, however, with the 1984/5 Miners' Strike was the 

effect which it had upon the women of the South Wales mining communities. They 

refer to the disturbances of October and November 1926 and state that " ... an edge 

was provided by the involvement in the disturbances of married women who inevitably 

felt the hardships most acutely. Women figured prominently in twelve major 

prosecutions and from the limited evidence available, on each occasion their average 

age was always considerably greater than the men being prosecuted: a pattern which 

was to be repeated in the unrest of the 1930s."(23). The reason why the women were 

slightly older than the men is because many of the younger women had move out of 
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the mining communities to work as domestic servants and also many of the younger 

men were unable to get financial help from the Poor Law Unions and, therefore, it was 

pragmatic to assume that they would be more likely to resort to direct action. 

The role undertaken by the women in 1926 attracted considerable comment. Francis 

and Smith highlight the fact that the " ... Western Mail considered their involvement 

'surprising' and 'strange' but in essence it was another indication of the totality of 

involvement of these communities in extra-legal and extra-parliamentary actions"(24). 

They continue and cite an extract from the Western Mail (5 Nov 1926), "~ strange 

feature of the disturbance is the surprisingly prominent part played by the women folk, 

many of whom loiter persistently in the drizzling rain with babies in arms to witness the 

wretched spectacle. Their presence considerably hampered the police in their efforts 

to clear the streets. 11(25). The involvement of the women is evident from the details 

referred to by Francis and Smith and, clearly, parallels can be drawn with the 1984/5 

national dispute. 

A connection can also be made with another South Wales dispute, the Garw Valley 

dispute of 1929. This dispute was over the question of non-unionised labour in the 

mines. On 22 October 1929, the non-unionists are reported as facing a demonstration 

of approximately 1,000 people as they left the pit. A Cardiff Reporter is cited by 

Francis and Smith thus; IIIFirst it was a dull roar, then a howl, which was followed by a 

savage hissing. The women seemed possessed by frenzy as they beat a barbaric 

tattoo with their feet on the corrugated roofs of the garden sheds and poured 
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imprecations on the heads of the workers' '" women at the back of the houses 

signalled their approach by the 'loud beating of tin cans, kettles and frying-pans, a 

great deal of booing and jeering. "(26). By way of an aside, these are precisely the 

kind of tactics which Republican women in Northern Ireland are reputed to utilise even 

today in an attempt to warn their men folk of the presence of British soldiers in the 

immediate vicinity. Again the women's involvement in an industrial dispute is 

highlighted as being of significance. II Women seem to have taken a prominent part in 

the demonstrations in this valley, undoubtedly because, with unemployment benefits 

unavailable and poor law relief exhausted, they felt a special grievance against the 

small number who had driven 2,500 men to hand in their notices. "(27). 

The international angle is a further perspective from which to analyse the situation. A 

cross-national study will undoubtedly shed further light upon the question of 

politicisation and why some industries have a greater propensity to strike than others. 

Kerr and Siegel's work(28) which examines the 'Inter-Industry Propensity to Strike' is 

of value at this particular juncture. Examination of the big unionisation strikes in the 

United States in 1936/7 is valid. The strikes are not directly comparable to the 1984/5 

Miners' Strike because they were not, strictly speaking, defensive strikes attempting to 

combat government action. They are, nevertheless, relevant because of the way in 

which they did involve mobilisation on a mass scale in an attempt to extend union 

membership. Jeremy Brecher's 'Strike'(29) furnishes some useful comparative data. 
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With reference to Kerr and Siegel, they focus upon why some industries are more 

strike prone than others and they also look at whether this greater tendency to strike 

or not to strike can be encouraged or discouraged. The Kerr and Siegel hypothesis is 

cited by Jonathan Winterton in his review article entitled 'The End of a Way of Life'. 

Winterton states, "Certain mining localities, dominated by a single industry and 

insulated from wider society, have often been held to exemplify communities which 

exhibit distinctive working class characteristics in their local institutions and patterns of 

social relations."(30). This is really the crux of Kerr and Siegel's argument. 

Kerr and Siegel examine eleven countries over a period of time. They highlight the 

" ... uniformity in behaviour among coal mines ... "(31). The authors attempt to explain" ... 

the high propensity to strike of miners, longshoremen, sailors, and loggers and the low 

propensity of government employees, grocery clerks, railroad employees, and 

garment workers ... "(32). One of the reasons which they put forward is the actual 

physical location in society of certain employees. II The miners, the sailors, the 

longshoremen, the loggers, and, to a much lesser extent, the textile workers form 

isolated masses, almost a "race apart". They live in their own separate communities: 

the coal patch, the ship. the waterfront district, the logging camp, the textile 

town. "(33). In such communities, the authors believe that there are" ... few neutrals in 

them to mediate the conflicts and dilute the mass. "(34). 

With specific respect to the mining industry, Kerr and Siegel believe that the 

communities are distinctive because "The employees form a largely homogeneous 
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undifferentiated mass - they all do about the same work and have about the same 

experiences."(35}. They highlight the fact that skills are less transferable and that 

"Protest is less likely to take the form of moving to another industry and more the 

character of a mass walkout."(36}. In mining communities, liThe union becomes a kind 

of working-class party or even government for these employees, rather than just 

another association among many."(37}. 

In industries where there is a low propensity to strike activity, Kerr and Siegel state 

that this may be due to these industries being better integrated into the general 

community. It may also be the case that the government is able to assert " ... the 

supremacy of the public interest in continuity of service ... "(38). The nature of the job is 

also examined; "If the job is physically difficult and unpleasant, unskilled or 

semiskilled, and casual or seasonal ... it will draw tough, inconstant, combative and 

virile workers, and they will be inclined to strike. U(39). The attitudes of society at large 

are also deemed relevant, " ... the community is more sympathetic with striking miners 

coming out of the ground than with school teachers abandoning their desks."(40}. 

Mention is also made of psychology in that a "Iower middle-class psychology'( 41) may 

make some groups, for example bank clerks, less inclined to strike. Lack of " ... face-to­

face relations" (42) between employees and employers is also regarded as a 

contributory factor which makes some industries more strike prone than others. 

Industries which are more strike prone tend to have more violent origins, according to 

Kerr and Siegel (43). Ideology is referred to; "Communist-led unions probably cause 

more trouble and tough-minded employers invite more than do non-Communist-Ied 
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unions and softhearted employers."(44}. An industry which has a " ... greater monopoly 

in the labour markef'(45) is regarded as more likely to strike. 

The Kerr-Siegel hypothesis is, as Winterton highlights (46), challenged by Rimlinger. 

Gaston Rimlinger undertakes a comparative study of the strike propensity of coal 

miners in the United States, Great Britain, France and Germany. He argues, firstly that 

there are " ... substantial differences in strike behaviour between Anglo-American and 

continental miners."(47) and that there is also an indication that " ... mining can be 

rather a peaceful industry"(48}. He questions whether, in view of international 

differences, it can really be claimed that mining represents a strike-prone industry. He 

goes on to argue that lilt is quite possible ... for a socially distinct group like the miners 

to be well integrated into society ... "(49) and that " ... SO long as the group as a whole 

interprets acceptance of managerial authority as proper conduct, deviators will be 

exposed to strong pressures to comply. "(50). He has " ... no doubt about the miners' 

sense of separateness but does not support the Kerr-Siegel arguments concerning 

the formation of the "isolated mass", which is an entirely different phenomenon."(51). 

Rimlinger prefers to replace the notion of an 'isolated mass' with " ... some notion of a 

"separatist group" which mayor may not be SOCially integrated, and mayor may not 

be strike prone, depending on the historical situation."(52). As his concluding remark 

aptly illustrates, " ... miners in a given country may have either very many strikes or 

practically none at all."(53). 
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A final angle from which to approach this question of whether or not the 1984/5 

Miners' Strike was unique is to examine the impact, if any, which the length of 

industrial disputes has upon the politiciation process. It appears to be a fair assertion 

to state that the longer a dispute lasts the greater the conviction must be of the 

participants in the dispute. One strike which lasted for a significant period of time was 

that at the Grunwick Photographic Processing Company in North London. This dispute 

lasted from 1976 to 1978 and was due to the management refusing to recognise and 

give bargaining rights to the trade union APEX (Association of Professional, 

Executive, Clerical and Computer Staffs). Ward's text, 'Fort Grunwick'(54) and 

Dromey and Taylor's book, 'Grunwick: the workers' story'(55), give both sides of the 

debate. As Dromey and Taylor state, "Grunwick was a defeat for the immediate 

objectives of the trade union movement but a dispute like that at Grunwick is never 

lost. The stnke bulletins often spoke of 'from Tolpuddle to Tonypandy, from the 

Matchgirls to the Miners', placing Grunwick in the best traditions of the British trade 

union movement."(56). In certain respects, there are parallels between the Grunwick 

Strike and the 1984/5 Miners' Strike. The literature does not make explicit reference to 

it but it would be interesting to ascertain whether politicisation occurred to the same 

extent as it did during the Miners' Strike. 

A year's duration undoubtedly signifies that a substantial proportion of those involved 

must genuinely believe in the 'cause'. In addition, the longer a strike lasts the more 

likely it is that strikers will become politicised along the way. The length of a strike no 

doubt contibutes to a hardening of attitudes but it is necessary to pursue in a little 



greater depth why this should lead to changes in pOlitical attitudes. The length of the 

Strike indicates the depth of feeling of the inhabitants and it also, as time went on, 

illustrates the extent of the Government's determination to see the Strike through to 

the bitter end. It is inevitable that, due to this overtly 'political' connection, politicisation 

took place. The time factor cannot, therefore, be ignored. Whether the same level of 

politicisation would have taken place after say, a period of two months, three months 

or even six months is open to debate. The question of whether there is almost a cut­

off pOint for politicisation is worthy of further discussion and is perhaps outside the 

remit of this particular research and, indeed, it may be very difficult to give a definite 

answer to it anyway. Suffice to say it remains a further issue which is worthy of being 

flagged up as a debatable concept. 

The relevance of the mass strike is perhaps worthy of further investigation. Jeremy 

Brecher, in his text 'Strike', cites Rosa Luxemburg who earlier this century has written 

on the concept of the mass strike: "'lts uses, its effects, its reasons for coming about 

are in a constant state of flux ... political and economic strikes, united and partial 

strikes, defensive and combat strikes, general strikes of individual sections of industry 

and general strikes of entire cities, peaceful wage strikes and street battles, uprisings 

with barricades - al/ run together and run along-side each other, get in each other's 

way, overlap each other; a perpetually moving and changing sea of phenomena. "' 

(57). From Luxemburg's account then it appears to be difficult to be able to make 

generalisations regarding strike action. 
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Brecher goes on to say that II Strikes during depressions are often extremely bitter, 

but they are difficult to win because employers have little margin of profit from which to 

grant wage increases or improvements in working conditions, and little to lose by 

closing down.II(58). This point about closing down remains apt in contemporary times, 

reference need only be made to the 1992/3 Timex dispute in Dundee. Timex is the 

biggest lockout since Wapping. The Guardian (59) called it II... an epic drama of 

industrial bad relations. II Timex has had a base in Dundee since 1946. The dispute 

began at Christmas 1992 with talk of layoffs. The plan was that half of the workforce 

would work for six months and then the remainder would work for the final six months 

of the year. The Union, the Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Union (A.E.E.U.), 

wanted rotation with everyone being allowed to work alternate weeks. Peter Hall, the 

President of Timex, refused this preferring instead for the management to decide 

which workers would " ... take a sabbatical in giroland. II (60). When workers refused to 

accept the management's conditions Timex locked them out and hired a non- union 

workforce. To quote the Sunday Times; IIPositions became entrenched with scenes 

reminiscent of Grunwick, Wapping and the miners. 11(61 ). Gavin Laird, the AE.E.U. 

general secretary " ... blamed the dispute on "brutal" anti-union legislation which had 

been exploited by the company.II(62). Parallels can be drawn with the miners to the 

extent that many of those who were striking were galvanised into political activity. II The 

fun factor in withdrawing your labour is often overlooked. People get tired and broke, 

but many lives are energised."(63). For many of the, predominantly female, workforce 

the dispute provided them with opportunities to become involved in political activity on 

a scale which they had never before encountered. Similarities exist between the 
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Timex dispute and the Miners' Strike in terms of the way in which both were policed. 

Mention has been made of the heavy-handed police tactics employed in both 

instances. Is this what the future holds with respect to the policing of industrial 

disputes? The case of Timex suggests that politicising strikes do not have to involve 

the government as an employer. But maybe the police is an important common factor, 

especially if cases such as Grunwick, the miners, Timex, etc are all taken into 

consideration. 

To return to the Brecher statement that " ... emp/oyers [have] little to lose by closing 

down."(64), the upshot of the Timex dispute is that Peter Hall resigned in June 1993 

and Timex's only European site, at Dundee, closed at Christmas 1993. 

Another dispute was at Burnsall, Ltd., a metal finishing company in Smethwick. Here 

the predominantly female, Asian workforce was in dispute over low wages, unequal 

wages for women, compulsory overtime and issues of health and safety. The dispute 

went on for more than twelve months and it is interesting to note that the Guardian 

(65) described a group of Sikh Pujabi women as "The most assiduous pickets ... ". So, 

here again parallels can be drawn with both the women of Timex and the women of 

the miners' strike. 
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CONCLUSION 

To summarise then, an attempt has been made to ascertain the precise impact of the 

1984/5 Miners' Strike. A contrast is highlighted between pOlitical disputes in general 

and industrial disputes in particular, between industrial disputes in general and mining 

disputes in particular, between mining communities in general and Hemsworth in 

particular, between mining disputes over time and between industrial disputes on an 

international basis. The difference in terms of the duration of disputes is also 

mentioned. 

To reiterate, evidence revealed by the indepth interviews illustrates that the Miners' 

Strike of 1984/5 was a significant politicising experience in that, (according to the 

three criteria already mentioned), a majority of those interviewed seem to have been 

politicised on the three levels in varying degrees. 

To sum up, this research discovered that a significant degree of politicisation 

occurred in Hemsworth, a large proportion of which is directly related to the events of 

1984/5. One thing is certain, the community of Hemsworth continues to be affected by 

the events of 1984/5. Who knows what impact the recent coal dispute will have upon 

that same community? 

Given that this research is based upon sixty indepth interviews, it is appropriate to end 

with a comment from one of the interviewees regarding their interpretation of politics; 
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"Politics to me is the root of the family. It's Labour politics. I like to talk about politics 

and I get into an awful lot of political arguments. What annoys me about alot of 

politicians is they get all these policies, they bring all these policies out but they don't 

actually come down to grass-roots. They don't actually ask the individual what they 

think .... for example, this Bill about the Wildlife and Countryside Act. They don't ask 

you, they just vote on it, like the poll tax. But I write letters, I'm always writing letters. I 

think that if you believe something then don't sit back do something about iN" 
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1991 CENSUS - AREA PRORLE 
HEMSWORTH 

WAKEFIELD GREAT WARD 
(PRE 1983) 

M.D. BRITAIN 

Population 
Residents 14.063 310.915 54.888.844 
Total Males 6.935 151.772 26.574.954 
Total Females 7.128 159.143 28.313.890 
Males 0 to 15 1.608 32.533 5.646.659 
Females 0 to 15 1.435 31.061 5.377,064 
Males 16 to Retirement Age 4,421 100.543 17,392.621 

Females 16 to Retirement Age 4.097 93.029 16.196.875 

Males Retirement Age & Over 905 18.696 3.535.674 
Females Retirement Age & Over 1.607 35.053 6.739.951 

Ethnic Groups 
% Resident Population - White 99.5 98.5 94.5 

% R6sident Populatiutl - B!ack Groups 0.1 0.2 1.6 

% Resident Population· Indian, Pakistani. etc. 02 1.0 2.7 

% Resident Population • Chinese & Other 02 0.3 1.2 

Migration 
Number of Migrants Into Area 1,096 24,367 336,656 

Umltlng Long-Tenn Illness 
% Residents With Limiting Long-Term Illness 19.9 15.3 13.1 

Households 
Number of Households 5,424 123,478 21.897,322 

Car OwnerShip 
% Households With No Car 47.4 38.2 33.4 

% Households With 1 Car 40.8 43.6 43.5 

% Households With 2 or More Cars 11.8 18.1 23.1 

Household Composition 
Number of Households with Pensioner(s) 1,761 39,194 7.331,317 

Number of Lone Pensioners 713 18.236 3,302.289 

Number of Households with Children 1,1>1 39,090 6,574,431 

Number of Lone Parents 216 4,619 825,238 

Dwellings 
Number of Dwellings 5.!13 127,325 23,000.473 

% Detached 110 16.2 20.2 

% Semi·Detached 52.1 46.2 29.1 

% Terraced 2119 27.1 29.2 

% Flats, Bedsits etc 69 10.5 21.5 

Number of Vacant Dwellings 116 4.043 1,066,508 

Housing Tenure 
% Owner Occupied 52.7 61.0 66.7 

% Rented • Private 69 4.2 6.6 

% Rented· Housing Association 22 1.7 3.1 

% Rented· Local Authority 3iS 31.7 21.6 

% Rented· Other 13 1.3 1.9 



HEMSWORTH 
WAKEFIELD GREAT 

WARD 
(PRE 1983) 

M.D. BRITAIN 

Household Amenities 
% Households with No Bath. WC etc 0.6 0.5 1.3 
% Households with No Central Heating 15.5 16.1 18.9 
% Households with Over 1 Person per Room 1.7 1.7 2.2 

Communal Establishments 
Number of Communal Establishments 11 149 55.984 
Residents (including Staff) in Communal Establishments 211 3.152 833.151 

Economic ActIvity 
% Males Economically Active 66.4 71.6 73.3 
% Females Economically Active 44.1 49.3 49.9 
% Unemployment - Males 17.4 12.4 11.2 
% Unemployment - Females 10.0 6.5 6.8 
% HOuseholds Vvit'i .. Employee =:!5.7 25.5 28.7 
% Households With 2 or More Employees 31.0 35.9 35.7 
% Households With No Employees 43.4 37.6 35.6 

Social Class* 
% Professional I Managerial I Technical 9.7 16.6 23.0 
% Skilled Non-Manual 4.1 6.9 8.3 
% Skilled Manual 19.2 20.9 16.4 

% Partly & Unskilled I Govt. Scheme I Not Stated 17.9 14.0 12.9 

% Retired & Economically Inactive 47.9 40.6 38.3 

Working Hours 
% Females 15hrs & Under 20.0 16.9 15.4 

% Females 16 to 40hrs 75.2 76.0 75.2 

% Females 41 +hrs 1.0 4.5 6.6 

% Males 15hrs & Under 0.4 1.2 1.7 

% Males 16 to 40hrs 77.4 73.4 69.7 

% Males 41+hrs 20.5 22.2 25.0 

0/0 Persons Hours Not Stated 2.6 2.9 3.3 

Means of Travel to Work 
% Public Transport 18.7 14.7 15.7 

% Car I Motor Cycle 57.6 64.2 62.2 

% Pedal Cycle I Foot 18.9 16.2 14.8 

% Work At Home 2.8 3.3 :5.0 

% Not Stated I Othei 2.0 1.7 2.4 

Quallflcatlons 
% Persons with a Higher QualifICation 4.3 9.1 13.4 

Industry of Employment 
% Agriculture 3.2 0.9 1.9 

% Energy (inc Coal Mining) 8.7 6.9 1.9 

% Minerals & Chemicals 2.6 4.0 2.8 

% Manufacturing 15.0 19.1 17.8 

% Construction 11.2 8.0 7.4 

% Distribution I Transport 30.4 27.8 26.9 

% Banking & Finance I Other Services 28.8 33.4 41.3 

·'ndividuals assigned to Social Class based on the Occupation of the Household Head. 
dala\excel\ask\proliles.xls 
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TABLE 1.1: PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION RESULTS FOR THE 
HEMSWORTH CONSTITUENCY SINCE 1950. 

PERCENTAGE OF VOTE 

YEAR TURNOUT LABOUR CONSERVATIVE LIBERAL MAJORITY 
% % % % % 

1950 88.2 82.4 17.6* 64.8 

1951 85.1 82.7 17.3 65.4 

1955 79.9 83.3 16.7 66.6 

1959 83.6 82.2 17.8 64.4 

1964 78.8 83.1 16.9 66.2 

1966 76.0 85.4 14.6 70.8 

1970 71.8 80.8 19.2 61.6 

1974(Feb) 77.1 82.8 17.2 65.6 

1974(Oct) 70.2 76.5 12.0 11.5 64.5 

1979 73.3 69.9 19.7 10.5 50.2 

1983 68.6 59.3 19.6 21.2 38.1 

1987 75.7 67.0 17.2 15.8 49.8 

**1991(Nov) 42.8 66.3 10.5 20.1 46.2 

1992 75.9 70.8 18.6 10.5 52.2 

* Candidate stood as a joint candidate of the Conservative Party and the National Liberal 

Organization. 

** By election caused by the death of George Buckley. 
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

Begin with 'personal' questions: 

- name 
- present occupation 
- biographical details 

How clearly do you remember the Miners' Strike? 

Do you think the experience changed you in any way? Please explain. 

POLITICS 

Would you say you were interested in politics? 

How interested ? 

What does politics mean to you? 

What do you understand by the term 'political' ? 

How often do you discuss politics ? 

Do you read a newspaper every day? 
Which ones? 

Do you regularly watch the news programmes on T.V. ? 
Which ones/channels? 

Do you watch other current affairs programmes? 
Which ones? 

Have you changed any of your views/opinions as a result of the Strike? 

Would you say that your friends are interested in polities? 

Do you always vote? 
(European elections, National, Local, By-elections) 
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Have you become more/less active in politics as a result of the Miners' Strike? 
Explain how. 

Has your level of political participation increased/decreased? 

COMMUNITY 

Do you have a strong sense of community ? 

Do you believe that a mining community is, in any way different, to other types of 
community? 
Explain how. 

Is it just a matter of living in a certain area or do you have to be born into a mining 
community to really 'belong' ? 

What are the key features of a mining community? 

How long has this sense of community existed? 

Has it changed in any way over the past few years/decades? 

Did you notice any specific changes as a result of the 1984/5 Miners' Strike? 

THE POLICE 

What are your opinions with regard to the police force? 

Have your opinions changed in any way due to the Miners' Strike? 

DURING THE STRIKE 
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What was your own personal experience during the Strike? 

Is there anyone (or series of) specific events which fundamentally affected your 
political opinions? Explain. 

LOOKING BACK 

When you remember the events of 84/5 have your views become tempered? 

In what ways has time modified the feelings you had? 

THE GOVERNMENT 

What are your opinions regarding the Government's actions during the Strike? 

Have those views changed ? 

What are your opinions regarding the Opposition? 

What do you think of the Government's plans to privatise the coal industry ? 

The proposals for the privatisation of Electricity suggested massive redundancies for 
miners, do you think that this may have been part of the Government's thinking back 
in 1984/85? 
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NOTES OF TEE EJGh"TH AND SPECIAL MEETING OF TEE PONTEFRAcr 
POLICE CO~~ITY FORUM HELD AT TEE HIGH SCHOOL, H&~SWORTE 
ON 19 JULy 1984 AT 7.30PM CONCLUDING AT 9.50PM 

Present:-

County Councillor ~ D Alexander (Chai~an) 
Mrs T EorTath (Vice---Ghairman) - Pontefract CVS 
County Councillor E Best - Vioe-Chair:nan, WY Police Authority 
Ch Supt E P McQuoid - Police 
SUpt N Thornton - ?olice 
Supt A Charleswor~~ - Police 
Inspector J T Coates - Police 
Inspector J Jones - Police 
PC Womersley - Police 
PC Pinder - Police 
PC Watson - Police 
Cou.,ty Co~cillor F I Pen."lington - ~vY}1CC 
Coun~l Councillor W Jer~ins - WYMCC 
County Councillor J Sc~ofiel~ - Wy~CC 

County Councillor ~v Sykes - W~1C:: 

Mr A Warden - CEC's uepar~ent, WTI1CC 
Mr R 'iloodlock - ~C IS Veparcnent, viYMCC 
Councillor !1rS ~ Brown, JP - Upt:on and North El:lsall PC 
Mr A E Winter - Sout~ Kirby and Moorthorpe TOlm Council 
Councillor K Millett - Wa~efield MDC 
:-!r ? Anerews - Nostell Parish Council 
~ Jolly - Carnegie Cent=e 
Mrs G Brown - Pontefract AF~ 
Mr T Ballance - Probacion 
W Stones - Sou~~ El:nsall Town Council 
:1 Pepper - Thorpe Audli::. Parish Council 
Police Ser;eant ~obi~son - Police receration 
~IS E G~ocwin - Sou~~ El:nsall CAB 
T Watson - Featherstone High Sc~ool 
J ~ Ellis - 3acswor~~ Parish Council 
R T Lagden - Eas'C. E:ard·.oJ'ick Parish Co'Uncil 
~ ~ersla~e - Cob~lers Lar.e Co~unity Association 
:1r ? ¥our.g - TGVU 
11r ~ Hirst 
Mr D Cawdron 
~rs Enright 
(to,;"et..'1er witt 6 rapresen-:atives of the :nec:ia ar:c 8 me!!:bers of :"''1e public). 

1. 

2. 

The Chairman welcomed all representa -:i "es t::::; t.i.€! special mee!:ing 
and outlined t.i.e reason why it was convened. He referred 
to the Terms of Reference of the Fc~~ which empowered him to 
convene a speci~1 ~eeting in circumstances which warranted it. 
He explai~ed that Police Co~unity For~s had been established 
throughout ~'1e countrl following the problems at Brixton and 
Chapel town as referred to in the Sca~~n Report. With that in 
mind and in vie'l'I of the tension -and unrest wi t.l-J.in ti!e Sems.,;orth 
area O'Ter recent weeks he considered it 'l'Ias essential that members 
should have an opportuni ty of disc'Jssing the issues involved '."i th 
t.'1e Police. 

Apologies were received from Mr A Wcodall MP, ~ G Lofthouse MP, 
Mr M CalVert, Area Youth Service and Mrs J Megson, Carleton 
High School. 
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3. 

4. 

5 . 

6. 

At the invitation of the Chairman Ch Supt McQuoid explained the Police role 
both prior to, :during,and after the recent disturbances and pointed out that 
the Chief Constable had discussed the problems in the Bemsworth area 
with the Chairman and Vice-Chai~ of the West Yorkshire Police 
Authority and also with Mr Alec Woodall MP and Councillor Gerald 
Andrews of Fitzwilliam. The Chief Constable had walked the 
streets of Eemsworth from' llpm to lam. on Saturday night and 
had spent some time talking about the problems with local residents. 
A meeting had been held on Sunday afternoon between the Police and 
a wide cross-section of the public and ~~eir representatives. The 
Chief Constable intended to have further meetings and discussions 
and the whole matter would be reported to the Police AuL;ori~l on the 25 July. 
If complaints were made about Police Officers ~~ese would be dealt 
with in accordance with ~~e Police Act 1964. In the meantime, ~~e 

Chief Constable had asked that everyone should be prepared to work 
toge~~er and co-operate in restoring normality to ~~e area. 

The Chief Constable's policing strategy was referred to and in 
particular the obj ecti ve to police local commUni ties wi t..~ local 
officers wit.", a policy of "see and be seen". This involved improved 
crime prevention, attempts to reduce burglary and screet offences by 
an increased foot patrol police presence. He axplained fur~~er b~at 
in the event of serious crime and outbreaks of disorder ~~e Chief 
Constable had to vary his policing methods by way of response. 
Reference was made to t.~e miners dispute and the success::'..:l approach 
which had been adop~ed by low-key policing me~~ods brough~ about by 
a policy of consultation and dialogue. 

Ch Supt McQuoid pointed out that ~~e situation in West Yorkshire was 
different from that of other areas. In t...~is area ~"lere ·"'ere !10 
miners crossing miners picket lines. The following incide!1~s were 
identified where ~~is low-key approach had p~oved success£~::-
23 March - South Kirkby - Funeral of David Jones - 5000 mo~rners; 
14 Police,officers used for traffic control; 2 April - pick:t of 
Wakefield Power Station. Chief Constable attended personally a!1d 
discussed matters with oicketsi 9 May - picket at Sorourj - S ?olice 
officers attended; 16 J;ne - Wakefield ~iners Gala - 30000/3SOCO people: 
70 pes in two shifts; 27 June - =u~eral 0:: Joseph Green - lCOOO ~ourners: 
6 Police women and traffic wardens used for ~af£ic contro:; ~ July 
- Incident at SOUL~ Kirkby Collie~l - defused by Divisional officer; 
9 July - picket at South Kirkby and Frickley collieries defusec by 

ACC Operations. 

He explained thac ot..~er incidents had heightened ~~e tension in 
the a~ea and he =rew certain conclusions from the following incidents 
ego the reaction following the fatal accident involving Joseph Green 
at Ferrybridge Power Station; windows of a Police station in ~~e Sou~~ 
Yorkshire area broken and similar damage caused the following day; 
on the 17 June an incident at :'i tz'",lliiam invollTir.g a crowe of 30-40 
persons when local Police had to withdraw; on the 18 June anti-Police 
slogans found painted at J locations in Featherstone; 23, 29 and 31 
June - further incidents at Police Stations in South Yorkshire; On 
the 1 July an attack on a Police Constable's house at Fitzwilliam; 
on 4 July an incident at Kinsley drift mine; on 5 July a Police 
house damaged at Wakefield; on the 9 July an incident invol'ling t.~e 



beseiging of Rossington pit. 

7. Ch Supt McQuoid pointed out that arrests had been made arising 
from the incidents in the Fitzwilliam and Hemsworth areas and 
explained that he was unabl.e to comment on them because of the 
sub-judice rule and the contempt of court legislation as the 
cases were set down for hearing at court. He commented on the 
conflicting views arising from these incidents and pointed out 
that the ,task for this evening's meeting should be one of t-~ing 
to ensure there was no repetition. He then introduced Inspector 
Jones as the Inspector for the 'Eemsworth area and Constables 
Womersley, Pinder and watson. 

8. The Chairman thanked Ch Supt McQuoid for his introduction and 
asked the meeting if they had any points to raise or questions to ask. 

9. Mr Winter said t.~at the meeting could sit and talk about the 
problems all night but if the Police were constra'ined by the 
?ub-judice rule then nothing much could be done. He had visited 
the Fitzwilliam area and talked to ~~e public. There were 
conflicting".'repo::::ts' and 'the ',incidents 'Nould take a long ti..;:;le to 
settle down. Replying, the Chairman explained the object of the 
meeting was to look to._ the future; any looking back should be in 
general terms of why the happenings took place. 

10. Councillor Millett pointed out that all the info~ation he had 
received~was 'second nand but asked if it was normal practice for ~~e 
Police to enter a pub in the way recently reported in ~~e press, and 
were the incidents dealt wi~~ at local level? 

11. Ch Supt MCQUaid stated that on the 9 July there were four separate 
incidents:- at 3emsworth Police Station, Fitzwilliam Hotel, and 
Kinsley Drift Mine (twice). Only West Yorkshire ?olice were 
involved; at no time "were officers ou::side West Yorkshire in'J'olved. 
He said that i£anyone had any in=o~ation abou~ ~~ese incidents 
he would be pleased if they woul~ make ~.,at infor:nation available 
as potential wit~esses. 

12. Mr Evans asked why Fitzwilliam was surrounded by Police vans on 
Monday afternoon and Police vehicles wi~~ tannoys eriving around ~~e 
area and taunting people? 

13 Ch Supt McQuoid answered and said that vans had not surrounded 
Fitzwilliam as stated and ~.,ere was no public address equipment 
fitted to police transit vans. 

Note At this point in the meeting a ?ho~ogra?h was taken 
---- by a press representative =rou. 'Mail on Sunday' . 

County Councillor Sykes co~~ented on the ha~ which 
could ensue from bad press publicity. The Chai~an 
censured the photographer and alt:.hcugh a vote was 
requested as to the taking of photographs during 
the meeting, it was not proceeded with on 
an undertaking given by the photographer not to 
take any more. 
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14. Roy Hirst asked what the Police priorities were - dealing with pickets 
or fighting crime? 

15. Ch Supt McQuoid stated that the Police were in a 'Catch 22' situation. 
The Chief Constable was charged with maintaining law and order, whether 
it was on the picket line or in. t.~e 'streets. 50 far as the 
mineworkers strike was concerned, this had been policed in this 
Force area by consultation and co-operatior. as he had explained earlier. 

16. Roy Hirst commented that in the past there was a good relationship 
with the local Police but t.~at this wasn't evident at present. Ch 5upt 
McQuoid said the increasein staff for the area might now resolve this. 

17 County Councillor Jenkins said that as a =ommunity representative he had 
never been invited to consultations wi~~ ~~e Police over these issues. 
He said he was saddened that Hemswortb had been drawn into 'liolence. 
Rumour and frustration was now rife. Be outlined social and enviro~~ental 
problems of t.~e area, the effects of the miners strike, and described ~~e 
result as a time-bomb waiting to go off. He said violence could never 
be condoned and he felt the events of Tuesday lOth and Friday 11t.~ had 
been created bv cooortunists. He concluded by saying ~~e Forum was no 
substitute for- a £tilly fra~~ and fearless dis~ssion involving an 
independent body. He was concerned ~~e Police would be judge, j~i ~~d 
witnesses to events. He then posed a nl'~ber of questions:-eg. 

(a) wny was Police presence heightened ~~roughout 9 July? 

(b) ~mv was an undertaking given to a ce=tain individual ther. 
withdrawn - and on whose orders? 

(c) wny were there Police taunts from va:r:s indicating t.~e Pelice 
were going to get that i~dividual? 

(d) How many Police entered Fitzwilliam Rotel - on whose orders? 

(e) Why did t:'ose officers wear "riot gear"? 

Was it usual for Police t~ in=lict violence and danage in 
public houses? 

(g) Was ~tusual for the Police to ~~rround the houses of old aged 
people? 

(h) Was it usual for Police to use 9 of!icers for the arrest of 
2 people? 

(i) Was it usual for the Police to use foul language? (he had 
personal knowledge of such an incident). 

(j) Why were elected members told on Friday 13th that operaticns 
would be low-key and yet virtually ever}- road contained 
Police o:ficers that evening and press representatives were 
stopped on their way into Hemsworth? 

(k) Why did the Police chase a group of youths along Barnsley Road? 

He maintained that errors of judgment had been made and the Chief 
Constable'S policing policy was open to question. In saying this, 
however, Councillor Jenkins paid tri!:lute co the sterling work and 
efforts of PC Womersley. 



18. Ch Supt McQuaid stated ~~at an inquiry was bei~g undertaken into all 
aspects of the ~ncidentsl asked Councillor Jenkins to supply names 
and addresses or witnesses; and ra~inded h~ of opportunities afforded 
to ~ake complaints about the actions of specific Police officers. 

19. County Councillor Best asked County Councillor Jenkins to let him have 
a copy of his s~ata~ene at the meeting (and his sueseions) fer 
consideration by the Police Au~~ority. 

20. Mrs E Goodwin said thae 8 Officers 'Here alleged to have been sent to 
arrest a man at Fitzwilliam where rowdy scenes had developed and asked if 
this could have been the spark ' ... hich had triggered off the incidents? 
She stated ~~ae provocation ~y ~~e present C~ver~en~ ~ade ~~e f~~ure 
appear bleak - ~~e Police were in a cleft stick and ci'lil strife was 
in t..~e ai=. 

21. Gwyneth 3rewn agreed thac the Police :.;ere lJei::g used as scapegoaes. 

22. Mrs Brown 'Has concer::ed ae the relatively fe',{ people presen-:. :it the 
meeting and s~essed the need for publicity. 

23. The ~hai=man ccmmen-:.ed on his right to convene a special ~eeti~g fer 
a special p~rpcse. This meeting had been cal!ed, albei~ at shor~ 
notice, for the reasons which were se~=-ev~=en~ and he wan-:.ed it before 
the ?olice Authoritj ~eeti::g en 2S July 1984. 

24. Councillor ;'.::c..::e'li's expressed sympathy 'Hith genuine ::liners but poin~ed 
oue the trouble was being cased by young and left-wing miners. He 
said tha t I ;,-y-::..-:" ... r' s ::lob I should lJe removed and ~ha t respect for la'H 
and order ·.4as needed. The Chai..nlan r~led Ot:~ 0: o::-d.e:::- an'! re£e~ence 
to Ar~~ur Scargill. 

25. 8ill Stones said ~~a~ ~~e ?olice Ne~e ::o~ ~ngels. Y~u~g people 
from t."lis area had lJeen at Orgreave - hOTH could cr.ey return here 
and have res?ec~ for the Police when they had witnessed the 
events at Orgreave? TIlere should be more understandi:lg and 
less force on the par~ of the ?o~ice. T~e Chairman agreed with 
these sentiments but stated he could not ce~ment on polici~g in 
other Force areas. 

26. Dave Cawdre:1, as a general observation, said that the concern should 
not be wi~~ ~~e past ~ut, where should we go from here wieh young people? 
The youngsters were enjoying ~~e recent outbreaks of ~ouble. Their 
Youth Club was now the Blue Bell. Public and Police must work hand 
in hand to achieve reconciliation. The Chairman looked earnestly 
towards getting back to normality. 

27. Michael Jolly supported the comments of Da'Te Cawdron. He envisaged 
an increase in minority activities, more vandalism etc. as a result 
of closing you~~ clubs. 

28. Ch Supt McQuoid said that the West Yorkshire Police prided themselves 
on community relationships. There must be dialogue about the future -
li~~s needed cementing and community leaders must do their bit to help 
reconciliation. 

29. Councillor ~1illett pointed out that strikes were not new. In the strikes 
of 1972 and 1974 friendships had been formed. The sit~ation in 1984 was 
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very different, particularly in the attitudes of policing. He pointed 
out that he was Chai~an of the District Council Planning Committee and 
was concerned about the high unemnlovment situation in Eemswor~~. He 
pointed out, however, that 3 locai ~eas had been granted enter~rise 
zone status and that further i.!nprove.'llents ''''ere olanned in the ~ea. 
He was concerned however, ~~at because of the r~cent oroblems this could 
be seen as a de~errent to developers. Allegations made during the ~eeting 
'''ould have to be investigated. Se asked · .... here de He go :::-om he::-e and is 
~~e tension receding? 

30. Ch Supt McQuoid said ~~at there was indeed an element of tension on 
Saturday night bu~ that the discussions held on the Sunday and :,!onday 
had helped considerably in easing it. However, he ~as sti~l of the 
opinion that there were some people intent on causing troub~e and he 
appealed to all members to dispel ~~our and speculation. 

31. One member expressed ~is sor::-ow for L~e Community Constablas. He said 
that the Police brought in from ou~side the Hemswor~h area had =ade it 
difficult for them. These outsiders would not always =e ~n G~e area 
and the Community Cons-=3.bles '"ould ::ave ':0 :,ear ':.~e br:.ln~ of any 
acrimony. 

32. Ch Supt McQucid referred again to =eosworth Police Statien teing ur.der 
seige and the inciden~s a= Xinsley drift mine. The Chai~~~ ccmmented 
that if peo~le were sJf=iciently incensed about Police tehaviour t~en they 
should cer~ainly complain. 

33. County Councillor 3es~ ~ave a res~e of the Police comDla~~ts Droced~~e 
~'1d the role o~ the ?ol.ice Autheri<:.y '5 Complaints SuJ:;-comwi ':~e~ · .... n:.cn 
'"as ~otally hones~ and able to scr:.l=i:1ise ~'1d consider in ~ept:: a...'1Y coop1ai;-.::. 

34. Ch Supt McQuoid said t~a~ rumour a::d 5~eculation created tensio .. and ::hat 
g eop1e with definite information should be enccuraged to -=rc'lide it. 

35. '~rs Brown asked ho'''' the police '''ere cover::":lg the ~es-:. 

and '"as cri::le increasi::g? The Chair:nan ~oi:lted ou':. tha~ pclicir.g '"as 
being carried out ~ith a degree of difficulty because cf several fac~or5 
including the C~verr~ent cut-backs. 

36. Ch Supt !-lcQuoid said t!1at there '"as indeed an increase in crime 
enough this was net peculiar to ~he Hemsworth area - L~is was over 
the country as a Hhole. 3e also ?oin~ed out that ~~e Chief Constable 
Has in the process of reviewing ~he whole of the fucure needs of 
West Yorkshire with the Police Authority and that an analysis would be 
completed within 12 ~onths. 

37. Councillor Sykes referred to the outs~anding quali':.ies of ~~e Chief 
Constable and said we should appreci3. te ·"ha t he is dOing for the 
community. He was sure that he '"ould be as much distressed by the 
troubles in Hemsworth as anyone else. He felt that as responsible 
citizens eve~lone should try to defuse the present situation. He 
highlighted one particular problem at Frickley Colliery which had been 
satisfactorily defused by ~~e Pol~ce wich the use of tact and diplomacy. 
He pointed out that it was not the man in the street who had created the 
incident at Frickley bu~ management who had over-reacted to a situation. 
It was for us all to work together to defuse the present situation with 
the new Inspector appoin~ed for the area. 

38. The Chairman said that he would give serious tr.ought to ~~e holding of 
another special meeting to follow up this one. 
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39. Councillor Best referred to problems ~hich had occurred in the Chapeltown 
area of Leeds in 1981, following which Leeds City Council had set up a 
community based committee to discuss local problems eg. social, educational, 
housing, environmental, community need, etc. 

40. Mrs Brown asked if the Chlef Constable'S report -",ould be made public and 
Councillor Best said that it ~as likel; ~~at ie wou:c be heard by the 
Police Aut.'lority in pri.vate but assured ~er t.'lat: i': -",ould ce consicered 
in depc.~. 

41. Mrs Enright sai:i that Councillor gese's suggestion =or a community based 
committee could, perhaps, be more appropriately d~alt wi~'l by the 
Hemsworth TO\ffi Council and Councillor Jenki:ls u.nder=ook to refer t:he 
macter to that Council. 

42. The Chairman, i~ concluding, c:.anked everlcne =cr at:~ending the meet:ing 
and echoed the sentiment:s for a retu-~ to ~o~ality and a speedy end to 
ehe ~ners strike. 
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Main Successor Companies of British Coal 

RJB Mining 
Harworth Park, 
Blyth Road, 
Harworth, 
Doncaster, 
DN11BDB 

Celtic Energy Limited, 
Farm Road, 
Aberamen, 
Aberdare, 
Mid Glamorgan, 
CF446lX. 

The Scottish Coal Company, 
160, Glasgow Road, 
Corstorph ine, 
Edinburgh, 
EH12 BlT. 

Coal Investments piC, 
2, Savoy Court, 
Strand, 
london, 
WC2ROEZ. 

Licensing Authority: 

The Coal Authority I 
200, Lichfield Lane, 
Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire, 
NG184RG. 

(Source: British Coal Headquarters). 
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INCIDENCE OF DIVORCE: STATISTICS RELATE TO PONTEFRACT COUNTY COURT. 
1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 JAN-MAY 

DIVORCE 
PET. FILED 
DEC.NIS 
DEC.ASS 

NULLITY 
PET.FILED 
DEC.NIS 
DEC.ASS 

J/SEPARATION 
PET.FILED 
DEC.NIS 

780 
695 
692 

4 
1 
2 

23 
9 

764 
657 
638 

1 

14 
8 

750 725 
635 631 
632 611 

1 
1 

1 1 

8 10 
3 4 

SOURCE:THE LORD CHANCELLOR'S DEPARTMENT 

Page 389 

702 768 739 302 
568 608 639 299 
625 553 625 249 

1 1 1 
1 1 

1 

10 16 14 6 
1 14 9 3 



This thesis was at print at the time of Derek Enright's death on 31 st October 
1995. 
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