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EDITORIAL POLICY 
 
All text enclosed in square brackets is editorial. Directly quoted text from the source or 
libretto is given in inverted commas. Cautionary accidentals are enclosed in round 
brackets, and have been used sparingly. Where staves are unlabelled or there is not 
another form of identification, editorial suggestions for instrumentation are given in 
square brackets. All instrument names given in the source are standardised, but the 
originals are noted in the Critical Commentary.  Basso continuo figuring is left as in the 
source, but with errors noted; missing accidentals and useful missing figures are given in 
square brackets.  
 
All instrumental and vocal clefs are original, with the exception of vocal soprano, alto and 
tenor clefs, which are replaced with treble, treble and octave treble clefs respectively. The 
clefs used in the basso continuo when doubling voices have been retained. Where multiple 
instruments are on the same stave, they are separated here. Where a part is given a clear 
indication to double another and the stave left very clearly blank no comment is made. All 
key and time signatures are as in the source. 
 
Character naming is not consistent in the source. Name variants are listed in the Critical 
Commentary.  
 
Accidentals deemed redundant by modern standards have been tacitly removed. Editorial 
accidentals are printed in small type. Editorial accidentals on appoggiaturas are bracketed 
for reasons of size.  
 
Transposing instruments are at written pitch. 
 
Accompanied recitatives – i.e. those with instruments as well as basso continuo – have 
been given the standardised title ‘Accompagnato’, as the source uses variant spellings and 
forms of this.  During recitatives with changes of continuo figuring during a bar the source 
does not indicate where the chord is to change, as all the figures are always written in the 
middle of the bar; they have been moved to their implied places without 
acknowledgment.   
 
Where the score departs from the libretto, the score has been followed. The text has been 
punctuated and spelling corrected tacitly according to modern standards. The spelling of 
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archaic language has been silently corrected where it differs from conventional 
expectation. Where dashes are used they follow straight after the word, so as to be 
distinguished from extension lines. Movement titles are given as in X. 
 
Tempos are transferred to the top of the system and printed in bold type, in accordance 
with modern practice. 
 
Dynamic markings have been modernised (i.e. ‘piano’ and ‘forte’ to conventional symbols) 
and given in square brackets in other parts where clearly intended.  
 
Beaming in the source is mostly syllabic, but without full attention paid to beat groupings; 
this results in it having some groups of irregular lengths for their time signatures. This 
edition maintains the groupings of the time signature but begins each syllable with a break 
in beaming (where necessary). This effectively gives syllabic beaming whilst respecting 
the time signature. The beaming in the source is used to indicate the underlay; where this 
is illegible or the intention is not extremely clear it is listed in the Critical Commentary. 
Instrumental beaming has been modernised, and so matches the beat divisions of the 
vocal beaming.  Editorial slurs have not generally been added; this includes not adding 
vocal slurs to doubling instrumental parts and vice-versa. However, slurs are added when 
a passage is directly comparable with another; addition of any others is left to the 
judgment of the performers.  All editorial slurs use dashed lines. 
 
Appoggiatura lengths are generally left as found in the source; when many occur in a 
movement and differ from the expected length they are left, but any changes to 
individuals are detailed in the Critical Commentary. 
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CHARACTERS 
 
 

Moses bass 
Pharaoh tenor 
Menytis soprano 
Sephres soprano 

First Eunuch soprano 
Second Eunuch soprano 

First Israelite tenor 
Second Israelite soprano 

Man tenor 
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Scene I

 

The land of Goshen, an Israelite Man and Woman

 

3. Recitative (Man, Woman)
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Scene II

 

The Palace at Memphis, during the Darkness

Pharoah, Sephres and Attendants
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16b. [Accompagnato]

(Pharaoh, Sephres)
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First

Eunuch

Second

Eunuch

[Basso

continuo]

Thy looks are wild, and ter ror's- in thy eye; what of this dread ful- night up on- thy

´ 6

5

! 4

X

Eu 1

Eu 2

[Bc]

watch has ru mour- brought thee?

4

Noth ing- have I learnt; what my own thoughts sug -

6

R

6

Eu 1

Eu 2

[Bc]

What hast thou heard or seen while oth ers- slept?

6

gest- I fear to tell thee.

6 [!] 6

Accompagnato segue subito

6 §

c

c

c

&

b

b

Scene II

 

The outward court of the palace at Memphis,

the time two hours after midnight.

A eunuch officer of the guard;

to him another eunuch of the Palace.

 

28. Recitative (First Eunuch, Second Eunuch)
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continuo]

Ashere I kept my watch, some two hours since, at depth of mid night,- when the worlda round- was
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hush'd in aw ful- si lence,- next to death; a sud den- blast, im pet- uous- from the
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29. Accompagnato (First Eunuch, Second Eunuch)
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18

oft I ask'd what had be fall'n- 'em, but gain'd no re ply,- save bro ken- words and fran tic- ac cla- -
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Eu 1

Eu 2
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ma- tions.-

Where will de struc- tion- stop? The eld est- hope of ev 'ry- house, as far as yet we learn, this night ex -

6

R

[Vln I]

[Vln II]
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pir'd;- and E gypt's- proud est- boast, heir to her em pire,- now lies cold in death.
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Eunuch]
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continuo]

Andante affettuoso

Death, wher e'er- we turn, we meet; death has broke through na ture's- bounds; death, the
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30. Air (Second Eunuch)
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First

Eunuch

Second

Eunuch

[Basso

continuo]

See, where the sis ter- of our king ap proach- es,- with all the weep ing- vir gins- of her train!

They

6 6
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[Bc]

hoped to grace the nup tials- of the prince: a soft er- band had
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Eu 2
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had not Heav'n giv'n up our land to dark ness- and to death.

bound him, had not Heav'n giv'n up our land to dark ness- and to death.

6 #

c

c

c

&

b

31. Recitative (First Eunuch, Second Eunuch)
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Violins

[Vla]

Menytis

[Soprano]

[Alto]

[Tenor]

Basso

continuo

Andante affettuoso
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A las,- a las!- In bloom ing- youth he died,
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e'er hal low'd- love his vir tue- blest, he died; when con scious- blush es- warm'd the
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Enter Menytis and chorus of Egyptian virgins.

 

32. Air (Menytis) and Chorus
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42. Recitative (Moses, First Israelite)
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44. Chorus

 

[A symphony expressing the commotion of the waters.]
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It parts, it parts!

It parts, it parts!
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flow, and leaves un veil'd- the hoar y- gulf be -

flow, and leaves un veil'd,- un veil'd- the hoar y- gulf be -
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low;- it parts, it parts! The liq uid- walls be -
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hold;- of wave on wave in foam ing- vol umes-

hold;- of wave on wave in foam ing- vol umes-

hold;- of wave on wave in foam ing- vol umes-
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roll'd, in foam ing- vol umes- roll'd! In ter ror-

roll'd, in foam ing- vol umes- roll'd! In

roll'd, in foam ing- vol umes- roll'd, and leaves un veil'd- the hoar y-
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fix'd, the sea for gets- to flow; be hold,- be hold:-

ter ror- fix'd, the sea for gets- to flow; be hold,- be hold:-

gulf be low,- and leaves un veild- the hoar y- gulf be low;- be hold,- be hold:-

gulf be low,- and leaves un veild- the hoar y- gulf be low;- be hold,- be hold:-
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it parts, it parts! In ter ror- fix'd, the

it parts, it parts and leaves un veil'd- the hoar y- gulf be -

it parts, it parts! In ter ror- fix'd, the
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sea for gets- to flow, and leaves un veil'd- the hoar y- gulf be low,-

low,- and leaves un veil'd- the hoar y- gulf; in ter ror- fix'd, the sea for -

sea for gets- to flow, to flow;
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and leaves un veiled- the hoar y- gulf be low,- and leaves un veil'd- the hoar y-
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in ter ror- fix'd, the sea for gets- to flow, and
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gulf, the hoar y- gulf, the hoar y- gulf be low;- in safe ty- pass, ye

veil'd- the hoar y- - gulf, the hoar y- gulf be low;- in safe ty- pass, ye

leaves the hoar y- gulf, the hoar y- gulf be low;- in safe ty- pass, ye

and leaves un veil'd- the hoar y- gulf, the hoar y- gulf be low;- in safe ty- pass, ye
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Scene I

 

The Red Sea; the Israelites passing on before the Egyptians.

 

First and Second Israelite.
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won drous- jour ney's- oer! They quit the deep; they gain the shore! They

won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they gain the shore! They

won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they gain the shore! They

won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they gain the shore! They
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quit the deep; they gain, they gain the shore!

quit the deep; they gain, they gain the shore!

quit the deep; they gain, they gain the shore! They view with joy

quit the deep; they gain, they gain the shore!
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They view with joy the path they

the path they trod, and hark! their shout as cends- to God, as cends- to
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They view with joy the path they trod, they

trod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to God, as cends- to God! They

God, as cends- to God! They
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view with joy, with joy the path they trod, and hark! Their

view with joy, they view with joy the path they trod, and hark! Their

view with joy, they view with joy the path they trod, and hark! Their shout as -

joy the path they trod, and hark! Their
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shout as cends- to God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God! 'Tis done! The

shout as cends- to God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God! 'Tis done! The

cends- to God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God! 'Tis done! The
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won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they gain the shore!

won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they gain the shore!

won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they gain the shore!

won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they gain the shore!
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And hark! Their shout as cends- to God! They

And hark! Their shout as cends- to God!

They view with joy,

They view with joy the path they trod, with
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view with joy, with joy, with joy, with

with joy, with joy,

joy the path they trod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to
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joy and hark, and hark! Their shout as cends- to God; and

They view with joy the path they trod, and

with joy, and hark! Their shout as cends- to God; and

God, as cends- to God; and
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hark! Their shout as cends- to God! 'Tis done! The

hark! Their shout as cends- to God! 'Tis done! The

hark! Their shout as cends- to God! 'Tis done! The

hark! Their shout as cends- to God! 'Tis done! The

7 6 7

#

Ë

4 #

7

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

B

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

‹

#

#

#

? #

#

#

? #

#

#

œ
œ œ

œ
œ#
™

œ

J

œ
Œ Œ

œ œ

‰

œ

J

œ œ
œ#

œ œ
œ#

œ
Œ Œ

œ
œ#

‰
œ

j

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ#
œ#
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ#
œ
œ
œ
œn
œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ# œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ# œ œ œ

œ

œ
œ#
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ#

œ
œ#
œ
œ
œ
œn
œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ#
œ
™ œ

œ œ œ

Œ Œ œ œ ‰ œ

J

œ œ
œ#

œ œ
œ#

œ
Œ Œ

œ œ

‰

œ

J

œ
œ œ

œ
œ# ™ œ

j

œ

Œ Œ

œ
œ#

‰
œ

j

œ œ
œ#

œ œ

œ œ

Œ Œ
œ œ

‰
œ

J

œ œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
Œ Œ

œ

œ

‰

œ

J

œ œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
Œ Œ

œ

œ

‰

œ

J

303



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Ob I

Ob II

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

[S]

[A]

[T]

[B]

[Bc]

52

won drous- jour ney's- o'er, the won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they

won drous- jour ney's- o'er, the won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they

won drous- jour ney's- o'er, the won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they

won drous- jour ney's- o'er, the won drous- jour ney's- o'er! They quit the deep; they
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gain the shore! They view with joy, with joy the path they

gain the shore! They view with joy the path they

gain the shore! They view with joy

gain the shore! They view with
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trod, and hark! Their shout, their shout as -

trod, and hark; their shout, and hark! Their shout, their shout as -

the path they trod, and hark; their shout, and hark! Their shout

joy, they view with joy
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cends- to God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God!

cends,- as cends- to God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God! They view with

as cends- to God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God!

the path they trod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to God!
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They view with joy the path theytrod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to

joy the path theytrod, and hark! Their shout

They view with joy the path theytrod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to

They view with joy, with joy the path they trod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to

6 # # 7 6 ´

4

6 6

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

B

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

‹

#

#

#

∑

? #

#

#

? #

#

#

œn
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œn
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ œ œ ˙

‰

œ

J

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ# œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œn
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œn
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

‰

œ

J

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ# œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ

Ó ‰

œ

J

œ œ œ

Œ ‰

œ

J

œ
œ

œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ ™

œ

‰

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ#
œ
œ

R

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ#

j

œ

j

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

j

œ

J

œ

J

œn
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

r

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

Œ Ó ‰

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

˙

‰

œ

J
œ

j

œ

J

œ
œ
œ
œ

R

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ
™

J

œ

R

Ó ‰ œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

‰

œ

J

œ ™

J

œ#

R

œ

J
œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ#

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

Ó ‰ œ

J

œ

œ

œ

‰

œ

J

œ ™
œ#

œ

œ
œ œ

œ
œ#

œ
œ

œ

œ

308



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Ob I

Ob II

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

[S]

[A]

[T]

[B]

[Bc]

67

God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God! They view with

as cends- to God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God! They view with

God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God, as cends- to God! They view, they view with

God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God; and hark! Their shout as cends- to God! They view with

7

§

6 6

4

6 6 7 6 6

4

6 6 6

5

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

B

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

‹

#

#

#

? #

#

#

? #

#

#

œ
œ œ œ ˙ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ œ ˙
Œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ
™

œ
œ

œ
œ

œn
œ

œ
œ ™

œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ

J
œ

j

œ

j

œ

J

œ

J

œ

j

œ

j

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J
œ

œ œ
œ

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

˙ œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œn

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ ™

j

œ

r

œ œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ

J

œ

j

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ ™

J

œ

R

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ
œ
œ œ œ

œ œ
œ

œ

J
œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

œ

j

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

309



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Ob I

Ob II

Vln I

Vln II

Vla

[S]

[A]

[T]

[B]

[Bc]

70

joy the path they trod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to God!

joy the path they trod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to God!

joy the path they trod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to God!

joy the path they trod, and hark! Their shout as cends- to God!

6

5

6 7 5 7 6 7 4 3

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

B

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

#

#

#

&

‹

#

#

#

? #

#

#

? #

#

#

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

‰

œ

J

œ
œ ˙

˙
˙ ˙

w

œ œ œ
œ

œ ‰
œ

J

œ œ
˙

˙ ˙

œ
œ

w

œ œ œ œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙

˙ ˙
˙

w

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ ˙

˙
˙ ˙

w

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

˙
œ
™ œ

J

˙ ˙ w

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

‰

œ

J

œ
œ ˙

˙
˙ ˙

w

œ

œ
œ œ œ

‰

œ

j

œ œ
˙

˙ ˙ ˙ w

œ

œ œ
œ

œ ‰
œ

J

œ

œ
˙

˙ ˙
œ

œ
w

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
‰

œ

j

œ œ
˙

˙

˙ ˙

w

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
˙

˙

˙

˙

w

310



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Second

Israelite

First

Israelite

Moses

[Basso

continuo]

Stand

Still stands the deep di vid- ed,- still our foes; for now I see their glitt'r ing- arms ad vance.-

3 J

4

3 6

I 2

Mo

[Bc]

back; be hold- the Proph et!- Give him way!

5

Fear not the hosts that now en rag'd- pur -

6 6 6

Mo

[Bc]

sue;- though now ye see them, ye shall see no more.

8

§ #

c

c

c

c

&

#

∑ ∑ ∑

Scene II
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year shall last. Praise to the Lord, who reigns su preme- a bove!-
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year shall last, the song through Heav'n's e ter- nal- year shall
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last, through Heav'n's e ter- nal- - year shall
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Appendix III: Early version of 16a

(Pharaoh, Sephres)
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