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Figure	3.3:	Research	Mind-map	–	a	visual	summary	of	the	main	steps	of	the	research		

Working	experience-	
Designer			

Teaching		 Observing	designers		

General	idea-minor	hypothesis	Bridging the gap between Colour+Interior Design 

COLOUR	
INTERIOR	
DESIGN	

Case	studies		

Interviews		 Lit.Review	

Colour		

Interior	design		

Colour+interior	design			

15 M-E designers  

3 UK interiors  

Preliminary findings – insight  

19 M-E designers  
3 USA designers 
3 Uk designers  
  Interviews		

ObservaHons		
7 M-E projects 

Theory / framework outcome  

-  Categories for colour-design discussions 
-  Theory 
-  Process: colour-design 
-  Colour interaction awareness  

Originality: data analysis/method 

GT
M
	

M
IX
ED

	M
ET
HO

D	
	

CLEAR	aims	

Theory		

2005-2012 

2013 

2014-2015 

TheoreHcal	sampling		

Surveys?	

Mind	map	



Aim	

Main	points	/	Method		

Data	
Collec4on	

Data	
Analysis		

THEORY		

Develop	theories		
NOT	only	data	analysis	

NO	theore4cal	ideas	
	before	research	

NO	one	way	to	GTM	

Cases	taken		
not	variables		

Set	theories	aside	
No	clear	hypothesis		

Emerging	concepts		

Constant	Comparison	with	addi4onal	data		

THEN	review	literature		

Slices	of	data	
Interviews	
Surveys	
Observa4ons	
Quan4ta4ve	
Anecdotal	
Other	theories		

Emerging	concepts		

Further	data	collec6on		

Theore4cal	Sampling		

data	 Open	coding		

Selec6ve	coding		

Theore6cal	coding		

Constant	Com
parison		

Staying	true	to	data		

concepts		

Theory		

Quality	of	theory		

Its	ability	to	explain	
	new	data	

data	

Theore4cal	Sampling	
Coding	
Constant	Comparison		

Pure GTM 

Figure	3.5:	GTM	(personal	visualisaAon)		

76 



Figure	3.10:	CTSC	vs.	GTM		
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Figure	5.2:	Process	of	interviews	–	aJer	taking	permission	from	the	university’s	commiMee,	interview	and	consent	sheets	
were	designed.	Interviewees	were	reached	through	personal	and	professional	contacts.	Data	was	recorded,	then	manually	
and	digitally	analysed.	Results	lead	to	concepts	emerging,	which	then	were	filtered	and	recoded	through	the	big	linking	
process	prior	to	reach	the	theory.		
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Figure	6.2:	ObservaAons	flow	–	aJer	taking	permission	from	the	university’s	commiMee,	observaAons	and	consent	sheets	were	
designed.	ParAcipants	were	reached	through	personal	and	professional	contacts.	Each	design	project	was	observed	between	4-10	
hours.	Designers	and	design	teams	shared	the	process	of	the	design	and	talked	in	depth	about	colour.	Data	was	recorded,	then	
manually	and	digitally	analysed.	Results	lead	to	concepts	emerging,	which	then	were	filtered	and	recoded	through	the	big	linking	
process	prior	to	reach	the	theory.	
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Figure	8.8:	Colour	&	design	4D’s	process		(2016	theory)		-	the	figure	indicates	in	bullet	points	the	main	theory	factors	in	relaAon	to	their	posiAons	
on	the	4D	design	Ameline.	The	black	dots	with	yellow	framing	indicate	the	main	findings	reached	by	using	CTSC	model	(2016	theory)	
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