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Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]This thesis will contribute to the existing literature on the Responsibility to Protect doctrine (R2P) and contemporary cosmopolitan theory by undertaking a robust and critical appraisal of the relationship between the doctrine and both the cosmopolitan form of human protection and Habermas’ constitutional cosmopolitan approach. It will contend that through its locus as an emerging and constitutive norm - and innovative and nascent legal principle - within international law, R2P has helped to perpetuate the sense in which the United Nations (UN) embodies the foundations of a weak yet emerging global constitutional order resembling something analogous to a legally-constituted political community of states and citizens, tacitly extending Habermas’ global constitutional paradigm. Consequently, and as will be articulated, R2P can, in both theory and, to a lesser extent, in practice, be seen to have provided a platform for the constitutionalisation and grounding of cosmopolitan humanitarian norms, helping to engender a sense of optimism over the evolution towards a more cosmopolitan approach to human protection in the post-Cold War period. Such enthusiasm has also been reinforced by the normative and, to a lesser extent, empirical framework the doctrine provides for addressing a fundamental weakness of cosmopolitan human protection, more specifically the latter’s failure in practice to offset the possibility of intervention being used as a ‘Trojan Horse’[footnoteRef:1] for the perpetuation of economic and political inclinations apposite to powerful states. Relatedly, and by way of a further contribution to the current literature, it will also assess the viability of a series of proposed institutional and legal reforms which, if implemented, could help to perpetuate the limited progress thus far made towards a more cosmopolitan approach to human protection and, normatively speaking, heighten the sense of optimism surrounding the evolution towards this cosmopolitan typology in the post-Cold War period. [1:  See Alex Bellamy, ‘Responsibility to Protect or Trojan Horse? The Crisis in Darfur and Humanitarian Intervention after Iraq’ Ethics and International Affairs, 19 (2005), p.32.] 







