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"The Cornhill Msgazine 1860-1870 : a consideration

of some of its non-fiction articles.'

Abstract

This thesis is a consideration of some of the non-

fiction articles which appeared in the Cornhill Magazine
during the period 1860-18%Q. The Cornhill began publishing

in 1860, and its main attraction during the period was
undoubtedly the fiction 1t published by such authors as
Thackeray, Trollope, Mrs.Gaskell, George Eliot, and Charles
Reade; nevertheless, in addition to that of minor writers,
the magazine did publish work by Matthew Arnold, John Ruskin,
Matthew James Higgins, James Fltzjames Stephen, and Leslile
Stephen.

This non-fiction material was miscellaneous, and 1ts
diversity constituted one of the attractions of the magazine

for the contemporary regder; from this miscellany seven

topics have been chosen which recelived more freguent treatment :
education, social studies, science, literature, history,
foreign affairs and travel. By reference to other
periodicals, and by quotation from the Cornhill itself, this
study attempts to show some of the issues which were deemed

of interest to the contemporary reader, and the way in which
the Cornhill dealt with them.  VWhere appropriate, the
involvement of the Cornhill in contemporary magazine




controversy has been noticed.

In addition, the first chapter describes the origins of,
the preparations for, and the reception of, the first
number of the Cornhill, whilst the last chapter comments
briefly upon the nature of the magazine which was so popular
smong readers of the middle clesses in the sixties.

In the appendices are included a copy of an unpublished
letter from Thackeray to Garibaldl, sorme comments for the
reader about other periodicals quoted in the text, and a

statement, with representative examples, about the

illustration in the Cornhill of the period.
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Prefsace

Part of Chapter I was published in the Review of
English Literature, April 1963, iv, 23-34, eand some of the
materisl relating to the reception of Matthew Arnold's
' My Countrymen " was used in my thesis for the degree of
M.A. of the University of London (1958).

In the footnotes the abbreviation CM is used for the
Cornhill Magazine; elsewhere abbfeviations have been
sparingly used, and alweys follow a full title.

It is with pleasure and gratitude that I acknowledge
the help given me by my supervisors, Professor Bernard
Harris and Mr. Geoffrey Summerfield, and by other members
of the University of York's teaching staff, especially
Professor Gwyn Willilams and Dr. Eric Sigsworth.
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Chapter I
The Cornhill Magazine - Number 1

The plan flashed on me suddenly, as
did most of the ldeas which have 1in
the course of my life led to successful

operations. ¥

Thus did George Smith, the energetic business-man
and publisher, of Smith, Elder and Co., describe the
moment of origin of the Cornhill Magsazine. This moment

of lInspiration occurred early in 1869, and what must have

been both exciting and exacting months for its publisher
and editor were to pass before both were to rejoice at

the fact that in Decenber 1869 glong Cornhill

nothing was to be seen but people
carrying bundles of the orange-coloured
magazine. Of the first number some
120,000 coples were sold, a number then
without precedent in English serisl
literature., *

Smith was a man of considerable business scumen who

had slready rescued the family firm of Smith, Elder and Co.
from ruin so that now, buttressed by the fine profits of
the merchant and export side of his business, he was agble to

indulge his delight in publishing. As thlis astute man of

business reviewed contemporary periodical literature, it

* S.Lee, George Smith - memoir with some egs of

autogiograpl_lx, printed tfor privaete circulation (1902),
Pe .

* & ivid., p.113.



seemed thst either the msgezines were too high-priced or
else were too "nsrrow in litersry rsnge.™ * Smith's
plan was to publish for one shilling, the price normslly

paid for 8 serisl number of one of Thackersy's novels, 8

magszine to include not only st least one novel in serisl
form, but slso other literary mstter of & high stsandard.
Thst his contemporsries were subsequently sware of the
novelty of his scheme may be seen from the following com-
ments in the Illustrasted London News on the occasion of the

first number of Temple Bsr:

It was not to be supposed that the new

era in the history of mesgszines which

was insugursted by the publicstion and

the succegss of the Cornhill snd Mscmillsn's
was to be satisfied by the production of
those two periodicsls. It must be
remembered thst the principle on which
this revolution wss msde in periodicsl
litersture was founded on the extra-
ordinsry efficscy which "s shilling" hss
been found to possess in other undertskings.
This only mesns thst the conductors of
these publications desired to sddress
themselves to the lergest possible number
of persons. The resding populstion of

this country grows every dsy; snd it 1is
just 8 duty, end nothing else, in those

* George Smith, p.l06
or @ survey of such moegszines see "The Press," Early
Victorisn Enelsnd (ed. G.M. Young), ii, 3-97, end

Alver Ellegsrd, The Resdership of the Periodicsl Press
in Mid-Victorisn En land, Goteborg, l§57 zreprint from
‘Acts Universitstis éothobur ensis, vol.lxiii, 1957).
Short descriptive comments on the periodicsls most

frequently referred to in this thesis will be found
below in Appendix V, pp.5R2(-528.



who have the mesns snd opportunity
to afford quantity and veriety of
litersry "psbulum" to thst classs. *

Even in these early dsys Smith wss slive to the

pulling power of Thackersy's nsme snd reslised thst, if

his magszine were to contsin 8 Thsckersy novel in serisl

form in sddition to other srticles snd esssys, it "would

command 8 lsrge ssle." ** Since Smith considered s novel

by Thackersy sn essentisl part of his scheme he rspidly

approsched Thackersy with s most hsndsome offer.

It was soon sfter 19 Februsry 1859 thst Thackersy wss

olresdy writing delightedly of his latest good fortune:

"And 8500 /£ 7 in the next 2 yesrs from Smith snd Elder -

prodigious." *** Thst Thackersy wes able to snticipete

¥k

%k K

Illustrated London News, 8 December 1860, p.545.

For comments on the eptness, in time, of Smith's ides, see

Sonis Bicsnic, A Criticsl Study of the Fiction in the

Cornhill Msgszine, & thesis submitted in 1960 for D.Phil

of the University of Oxford, p.5:
... 1t carried serislized novels by two of the lesding
novelists of the dsy, Theckersy and Trollope. The
latter fact is notsble not only from the contemporsary
point of view, but from the historicel, for s magszine
serial would not hsve been the most fsvoursble place
for s lesding novelist to publish s new novel 20 yesrs
before, nor wes it to be 25 yesrs lster. George Smith,
an scute msn of business, had Jjust snticipsted the
full ripeness of the time for this form of publicstion.

George Smith, p.l06

*** Letter to lMrs. Carmichsel-Smyth of Februsry 1859,

The Letters and Priveste Pspers of Willism Mskepesce
ITheckersy (ed. G.N. ksy), iv, 150.
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such sn income in the years to come was the result of his
accepting the offer which Smith made to him in the form of

2 memorsndum with the words: "I wonder whether you will

consider it, or will at once consign it to your wsste paper
basket." * The memorsndum which Smith gave to Thaockersy

was as follows:

Smith, Elder, snd Co. hsve it in contem-
plation to commence the publication of s
Monthly lMsgsezine on Januery lst, 1860,

They sre desirous of inducing Mr. Thackersy
to contribute to their periodicsl, and they
make the following proposel to lMr. Thackersy:

1. That he shsll write either one or
two novels of the ordinery size for
publication in the Msgezine -~ one twelfth
portion of esch novel (estimated to be
about equal to one number of a serisl)
to sppesr in each number of the
Magazine.

ii. Thet Mr. Theckersy shsll sssign to
¥¢, Smith, Elder, snd Co. the right
to publish the novels in their
Magoezine and in & sepsrste form sfter-
wards, end to 8ll sums to be received
for the work from Americsn and
Continentsl Yublishers.

iii. Thet Smith, Elder, snd Co. shsll psy
Mr. Thackersy 3505 esch month.

iv. That the profits of 211 editions of
the novels published st 3 lower price
than the first edition shsll be
equally divided between llr. Thackeray
sand Smith, Elder, snd Co.

65 Cornhill: Februsry 19th, 1859 **

It woas little wonder thst Thackersay refused to put

* George Smith, p.1l07.
**  ibid.




such an offer in his waste-psper basket. During this
period he wss most snxious to provide s competency for
his dsughters in the event of his desth, and in 1857 he
writes to his mother of his thoughts sbout standing for
Parlisment, but puts them sside with:

It mustn't be for @ yesr though or
before we have made those 20000 &
we talked of. *

And similsrly, when taslking of the spplication he had

received to lecture on the "Four Georges,' he comments:

... but I must resp the corn stends
and pocket these hundreds for the
children's sske ... h

That the terms were good csn be seen from the foct
thet for The Vireinisns, which Thackersy hsd published
during late 1857 and esrly 1858, he wss offered £300 per
month, but wes willing to receive £250 per month as the
book did not do as well ss had been expected; *** more-
over, this payment itself was twice as much 3s he had
previously received, owing to the popularity of his

lectures entitled "The Four Georges." ****

Hsving engaged Thackersy, whose name he felt was one

*  Letters, iv, 4.
** ibid., iv, 6.
***  ibid., iv, 65.

*+*% Tbid.,  iv, 44-45,




"to conjure with," * Smith's next problem wss to sppoint

an editor; snd this proved to be no essy tesk. In his

"Some peges of Autobiograsphy" Smith tells us that he
considered seversl people, but he mentions only one by
name, Thomas Hughes, with whom he begsn negotietions. With
what Smith cslls his "characteristic loyslty,” ** Hughes

refused Smith's offer becsuse he was already engsged to

help his own publisher, Macmillan, in the production of

his megeszine. Macmillsn's Mogszine was to sppear two
months before the first Cornhill snd Thomss Hughes wss

slresdy committed to write & novel for thst magszine, 8

* George Smith, p.l06.

See 8lso A, Trollope, Autobiogrsphy, p.l33:
Perhaps some of my future resders will be sble
to remember the great expectations which were
rgised ss to this periodicsl / i.e. the
Cornhill /. Thackersy's wes 3 good nsme with
which to conjure.

For further evidence of the populsr esteem in which

Theckersy was held, see Westminster Review, Cctober

1862, xxii(NS), 583. The writer 1s reviewing

The Adventures of FPhilip on his way through the

world, snd 1s explsining why the novel is not "soO

good as we hsve the right to expect from him":
Once a3 novellst has become so populsr thst every
line by him will fetch s high price snd find
eager regders, it were slmost too much to expect
that he will be very solicitous sbout how he
writes, or even csre much for the opinions of
posterity. Under these circumstsnces, he con-
siders fame to imply & lsrge balsnce st his
benker's.

**  George Smith, p.l07.




novel which was to sppear as a continustion of Tom Brown's

Schooldays, thet is Tom Brown st Oxford. *

Smith's difficulties continued until, he msintained,

he wss 8t his wits' end; it was st thst moment that o
solution presented itself ss suddenly ss had the originsl
ides of the msgszine. After s morning gsllop on Wimbledon

Common, he was struck by en ides which he states in the

words of his "good genius":.

Why should not Mr. Thackersy edit the
magazine, you yourself doing what is
necesssry to supplement sny want of
business quslifications on his psrt?
You know thst he hss 8 fine litersry
judgement, 8 grest reputstion with men
of letters ss well ss with the public,
and sny writer would be proud to con-
tribute to 8 periodicsl under his

edltorship. **

Smith immedistely went to see Thackersy snd persusded him
to sccept the editorship, s post thst wses by the originsl
sgreenent to earn Thackersy £1000 s yesr; sfter the

success of the first number Smith doubled his sslsry. It
is interesting to note thst from the outset Smith felt that
Thackersy would need some help with the business side of
the work; it is to Thackersy's credit thet, sccording to
his dsughter, Anne, he himself did not resadily sccept the

* E.C. Mgck ond W.H.G. Armytsge, Thomss Hughes, p.l08.
** George Smith, p.l08.



offer, sand would only do so when Smith offered to shoulder

the business srrangements:

I am told thst my Father demurred st
first to the suggestion of editing the
'Cornhill.' Such work did not 1lie
within his scope, but then Mr. George
Smith srrsnged thst he himself wss to
undertske sll business trsnssctions,
and my IFasther was only to go on
writing and criticising snd sugges-
ting; snd so the first stsrt of the
'Cornhill’' wes 8ll gaily settled

snd plenned. *

Now begean s time for both Smith snd Thackersy when
they had to set about gsthering contributors sbout then.
In her Journsl for 1859 Anne Thsackersy writesc

Twenty one dsys have gone since we
resched home / i.e. sbout the middle

of October when Thackersy and his
dsughters returned from the Continent /,
during which the Cornhill hss been pu%
together, **

and glves the limpression thst the gsthering together of
naterisl wes @ simple matter, wheress in fsct we know that
8s late ss the end of October no srrsngements had been msde
for s second novel for serislisstion; indeed, Trollope did
not begin to write Framley Parsonsge until the end of the
first week in November. *** However, Thackersy, with his
litersry reputsetion snd wide circle of friends, snd Smith,

with his business skill, snd the suthority and confidence

* Lady Ritchie, "The First Editor: snd the Founder,*

CM, Jsnusry 1910, xxviii (NS), 2.
* * Letters of Anne Thackersy Ritchie, ed. H. Ritchie, p.ll3
*** ©See A. Trollope, Autobiography, pp.l131-136,

I




which his publishing sctivities gsve him, made s formidsble
pair, and it is little wonder thst together they were sble
to spproach and secure some of the importsnt literasry

figures of the sge for the successive numbers of their

magazine.

Mach of the negotistion must hsve been done by word
of mouth: as a postscript to s letter to John Hollingshesd,
at this time 3 member of the staff of Household Words but
later @ contributor to the Cornhill, * Thackersy writes:
"I woant some articles done which can be better discussed
by telk than by letter." ** However, there is some written
evidence of some of the negotistions which were conducted
in an sttempt to persuade men of the highest reputation to
contribute. Hsd Smith hsd his wsy the early numbers of the

megozine would have contsined "snother set of '[dylls.'"
Indeed, he approached Tennyson *** snd mede an offer which

he considered "8 'record! es far ss the market rstes of

poetry up to thet time were concerned." **** Smith offered

* His first srticle wass "Idesl Houses,” CM, April 1860,1,
475482 .

** TLetters (ed. G.N. Ray), iv, 157.

*++ Tt Is interesting to note that Maocmillsn tried to get

8 contribution from Tennyson for his new magazine. See

C. Morgan, The House of Macmillsn 1845—1245 pPp.57-58.

See 3lso below, p.ll.

**** George Smith, p 112.
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Tennyson 5000 guiness

for ss many lines 8s were contsined

in the 'Idylls of the King' (in fact
4,750 lines), on condition thst the
poems should be printed in the Cornhill
Magazine snd that I should publish them
for three yesrs sfterwsrds. *

Smith, with his emphssis on the mathematicsl snd
finencisl sspects of the trsnssction, ignored the difficu-
ties which must have faced Tennyson in resurrecting s hero
who hsd died so splendidly in "Morte 4'Arthur."” Tennyson,
Smith tells us, listened to his propossl with "extreme
colmness" sand 8lso good humour - when his wife came into

the room Tennyson said:.

"My desr, we sre much richer than we
thought we were. lMr. Smith hss Jjust
offered me five thoussand guiness for

g book the size of the 'Idylls.' And...
if Mr. Smith offers five thousand, of
course the book is worth ten! " **

Agreesble as their discussion wes, nothing cesme of the
propossl, but the wooing of Tennyson wes not complete. In
October 1859, sfter his return from the Continent, Thackersy
wrote to the poet expressing both his sadmiration of the
"Idylls," which he had but recently read, snd also his
dissppointment that Tennyson wss unsble to accept Smith's

* George Smith, p.ll2.
** ibid., p.l1ll3.




propossl.

11l

Thackeray puts in s further ples for s

contribution:

If you can't write for us you can't.

If you cen by chence some day, end help
en o0ld friend, how pleased snd hsappy

I shgll be! This however must be left

to fete snd your convenience: I don't

intend to give up hope, but accept the

good fortune if it comes. * -

The good fortune wes not long in coming, snd on 15 December

Thackersy wes writing to thsnk Mrs. Tennyson for the sending

of "Tithonus" ** which was to sppesr in the second number

of the Cornhill Msggzine, ***

Smith's sense of the draswing-power of Tennyson's nsme

was certsinly shsesred by the writer in the lllustrated

London News. As esrly ss the beginning of Jsnuary, in s

gossip column called "Town and Table Tslk on Litersture,

Art, etc.," we can resd::

Tennyson to the rescue for s third timel
The Poet Lsureste of Cambridge wss called
on some six months since to cstch three-
penny pieces for Once 8 Week. This month
the ssme grest poet has been engaged to
drsw 8s msny shillings ss he can for
Moacmillsn's Magaszine. And now - i.e. next
month - he is engasged st 8 guines s line to
bring shillings to the golden gransry of
the Cornhill Msgszine. Who is to hsve him

next? *xx*xx

Tennyson was not the only poet whom Thackersy solicited

x Letters (ed. G.N. Rsy), iv, 153

** ibid., iv, 168-169.
*** CM, Februsry 1860, i, 175-176.
cxss 7-domuory 1860, 510,
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for contributions; in November 1859 he wrote to Robert snd
Elizabeth Barrett Browning for contriﬁutions for an esrly
number of the msgszine. In this letter there is further
evidence of Smith's determinstion to spsre no expense in
gaining first clsss contributors for the Cornhill, for here
Thackersy promises "s libersl portion of the latter / i.e.
money_/" * +to such contributors ss the Brownings. Robert
Browning answers the letter on 17 Jsnusry 1860 snd though

he declines the invitation for himself, he does ask thst

if his wife

finds herself st sny time provided
with whst 1s likely to suit your book,
she may send it snd be sure of the most
benignant inclinstion of your brow. **

Elizsbeth Barrett Browning did in fsct send to
Theckersy "A Forced Recruit at Solferino" which wss pub-
lished in the Cornhill Magazine for October 1860, **** but
the origina} reque8t was to have more unfortunste results
for Thasckeray: he was plsced in the embarrassing position
of having to refuse s contribution, "Lord VWalter's Wife," ****
which Elizabeth Browning hsd sent him. Thset Thsackersy did

find the situstion embsrrsssing msy be implied from him

- Letters (ed. G.N. Ray), iv, 1l66.

* % ibid., iv, 172.

* xE ii 9 419"'4é0 ®

*¥%¥ ldentified ss such by Lady Ritchie, "The First Number
of 'The Cornhill,'" CM, July 1896, i(NS), 12.
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letter in which he writes:

oo 8nd who sm I to refuse the poems

of Elizsbeth Browning, snd set myself

up 8s 8 judge over her? I csn't tell
you how often 1 hsve been going to write,
and hsve fsiled. *

The resson fdr the rejection, Thsckersy expleins, is that
his resders would object to the "unlawful passsion felt by

8 men for a woman" * and in the process of excusing himself
he outlines his conception of the sudience for whom he

preperes the magezine:.

You see thst our Magszine is written
not only for men snd women, but for boys,
girls, infsnts, sucklings almost ¢ o

Such duties were considered by Thackeré?‘to be the thorns
in his editorial cushion, ** snd such rejeétions nay well
have resulted in psrt from the hsbit of family resding. As
we know Mr. Podsngp's "young person" was "sn inconvenient
and exacting institution, ss requiring everything in the
universe to be filed down snd be fitted to it; " and at
21l costs everything must be svoided that might bring s
blush to her cheek. Of such delicscy snd of the habit of
fomily resding, E.E. Kellett writes::

x Letters (ed. G.N. Ray), iv, 226-227.
In Novembér 1860 Thackersy hed to reject s story by
Trollope "Mrs. Genersl Tsllboys," on similsr grounds;
this time it wss becsause Trollope»referred to 8 man
with illegitimate children, snd to s woman "not ss
pure 8s she should be."
See letters (ed. G.N. Rsy), iv, 206-207.

** See CIT, July 1860, ii 122-128.
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Much of the (largely imeginsry)
Victorisn prudery snd reticence is
probably due to this hsgbit. It
would teke 8 tough msn to read
some novels of to-dsy sloud to his
children. *

Less emboarrasssing to refuse wes the unsolicited
contribution from Edmund Ystes, Jjournslist and editor, and
s man against whom he wes to defend himself and his em-

ployer in s lster number of the Cornhill. ** Yates, in his

Recollections snd Experiences, tells of the fate of that

contribution :

I remember when I first resd the
prospectus being rash enough to think
that the grest Titmersh, having been

so successful in his sntiseptic trest-
ment of me, might possibly possess
sufficient magnsnimity to induce him to
regard me with 8 little indulgence, and
I wrote and forwsrded to him, without
remark, & little poem, which I may say
now was 8s good 3s most magezine verse,
and was suitsble for his opening number.
It came bsck by return of post, with s
line from his secretery, who wss
"desired by Mr. Thsckersy to return the
enclosed.” ***

Although Thackeray did msnege ultimately to persuade
both Tennyson snd Elizsbeth Bsrrett Browning to contribute,

he woas not so successful in geining Csrlyle ss s contri-

butor. On 20 Cctober 1859 Carlyle, obviously in snswer to

8 letter of Thackeray's, wrote::

* "The Press," Early Victorisn Englend (ed. G.M. Young),
ii, 48-49n,

**  See "On Screens in Dining-Rooms," CM, August 1860, ii,
252-256, Also below pp. 277-283.

* ¥ % ii, 57"'58-



Right gladly I would, if only I could,
but 1 can yet bethink me of nothing

in the lesst likely. Indeed I am so
crushed to desth smid Prussisn rubbish,
these long years past, I heve nearly
lost the power of thinking in sny

fOorm eee *

That Casrlyle was sincere in his wish to contribute can be

seen from his letter to Thackersy of 26 Mgy 1860. He had
appsrently san ides for sn article based on the Fontenoy

incident:

The thing I contemplsted just now (or
the nucleus of the thing) wes s letter
concerning thst snecdote about Fontenoy.
"Fgites feu, Megsieurs," on the pert of
the English, with snswer from the Gardes

Frsncasises, "Begin you, gentlemen;
wouldn't do such s thing for the world!" =**

Unheppily Cerlyle felt thast the publishing of s letter from
Lord Charles Hay, Captasin of the Scots Fusiliers, snd "msin
actor in the business," wss necesssry for his article, and
Lord Gifford, who owned the letter, was unable to give his
permission to publish. Carlyle, in the ssme letter,
promises to let Thackersy have plenty of things, "If I ever
in the end of this book heve life left;" this was s promise
which could not be fulfilled ss Thackersy died before the

completion of Carlyle's Frederick the Great. ***

* Letters (ed. G.N. Rsy), iv, 157-158.

*x ibid., iv, 188.

*** For Thackersy's unsuccessful sttempt in Februsry 1860,
to enlist Gsribsldi s s contributor, see Appendix IV.
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Thackersy wanted such writers to contribute partly
becsuse of their pulling power, but slso becsuse they would
help him to naske the magszine that he wanted. We have seen
from his deslings with Trollopelend Elizsbeth Barrett
Browning thast Thsckeray hsd an imsge of what the Cornhill
was not to be: thaet is, not 3 megszine which could not be
resd with propriety by 8ll members of the fsmily. However,
in the months before the publicstion he hsd formulsted s

more positive ides of what he wanted the Cornhill to be.
During thst time when Smith and he were trying to find s

’name for the magoszine, Thackersy wrote:

But the Magszine must besr my cseschet
you see and be & man of the world
lMloagazine, 8 little cut of Temple Bsr,
or Chesrles I on the outside? *

This new magszine was to be, ss was the Pall Mall Gazette
in Pendennis, written "for gentlemen by gentlemen," snd
Thackeray sets out in detsil, in &sn szdvertising letter

addressed to "A Friend and Contributor," what he hopes it

will contsin:

We want, on the other hsnd, ss much
reality as possible - discussion and
narrstive of events interesting to the
public, personsl sdventures snd observs-
tions, familisr reports of scientific

discovery, descriptions of Socisl

Institutions - quicquid sgunt homines -
e "Gresat Esstern," @ bsttle in Chins, s

* Letters (ed. G.N. Ray), iv, 150.



Rece-Course, 8 populsr prescher -
there is hardly eny subject we don't
went to hear sbout, from lettered and
instructed men who sre competent to
spesk on it, *

The mogszine was to be such thet it would not offend the
ladies and their dsughters, snd it would include s varied
selection of materisl relsting to mstters of immediste

public interest; what is not msde clesr, but what becomes

subsequently sppsrent, is that politicsl and religious

controversy is to be avoided.

It will be seen from that section slresdy quoted of
"A Letter from the Editor to 8 Friend snd Contributor"”
that Thsckeray seems anxious to sttrasct s different kind of

writer from the professionsl: in s phrsse which occurs lster
in the ssme letter, he would hsve "well-educsted gentlemen
and women "who had something of interest to ssy writing in
his msgszine. That this was his svowed intention is con-

firmed by s letter Sir Henry Thompson, the surgeon, wrote

to Lady Ritchie (Anne Thackersy) which she quotes in one of

* Letters (ed. G.N, Ray), iv, 160.

These smbitions seem st odds with the suggestion

which Theckersy made to George Smith in s letter

dated November 1859, Letters (ed. G.N. Rsy), iv, 162
Twelve good articles on twelve
good books I msintain would be
8s resdsble, plessant, snd use-
ful ss any we could furnish in
the shape of tasles, sketches,

etc.
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her Centensry Biogrsphicsl Introductions:

Before the Cornhill csme out your father
told me that he intended to develop s new
principle - thst he thought every man,
whatever his profession, might be sble to
tell something sbout it which no one else
could say, provided the writer could write
at 8ll: snd he wsnted to utilise this
element, *

The result in this instaﬁce wes the srticle, "Under
Chloroform,"” which Sir Henry Thompson wrote snd which wss
published in the Cornhill Msgszine for April 1860. And it
is true that the Cornhill in its esrly yesrs does include
srticles by men who were not professionsl writers, but it
is equslly true thst many erticles were written by such men
es Ssls, Hinton, Lewes, and Fitzjsmes Stephen who were
either professiongl writers or, st lesst, men who were
sugmenting income from snother source by frequent writing
for the periodicsls. Thst Thackersy recognised this is
shown by John Hollingshesad in his My Lifetime. At the first

dinner ** which Smith gsve to the contributors it wss soon

with
ad

* The Works of Willism Makepesace Thackers
biograsphicsl introductions by his dsughter
Ritchie, XVIII, xxxVi.

* See letter to Sir John Burgoyne of 6 Jsnuary 1860,
G. Wrottesley, The Life and Correspondence of Field
Marshsl Sir John Eurgozge, Ii, 397«

he editor snd publisher are both ressonsably
pleassed, snd the latter hss determined to show

his sense of gratitude, by inviting the contri-
butors to dinner, more Anglorum.



reslised thst Thackersy's desire to open the Cornhill to

non-professional contributors had been but psrtislly ful-
filled; most of the writers were slresdy known to esch

other. Hollingshead writes::

Thackersy at once reslised the situstion,
and, 8s the Americans say, immedistely
owned up to it. Stsanding with his tsll,
erect form on the hearthrug, snd with s
merry twinkle behind his everlassting
spectacles, he sgid: "I see there are
only s certsin number of regulsr cabs

on the stsnd, and whether they sre bsd

or good, rickety or otherwise, we must
moke the best of themi" *

As we have seen there was discussion concerning the
nsme of the masgaszine; in her "The First Number of 'The

Cornhill,'" Anne Thackersy recollects the days prior to the

first publicstion, snd remembers

her father wslking sbout the house,
coming in sand out of the room, and
sitting down in en srmchsir in his

study upsteirs to think over s nsme
for the new magszine., **

No decision hed been resched by September 1859, snd it wsas
whilst Thackersy was on holidsy in Switzerlsnd during
September snd October thst he and George Smith corresponded
sbout 8 name for the prospective megszine. Finslly it

was Thsckersy's own suggestion thst wss sdopted, snd two of

* My Lifetime, i, 163.
«x  CM, July 1896, i(NS), 2.
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his letters to the publisher demonstrste the way he moved
towards his choice.. At the end of September he wsas

writing from Coire in Switzerlasnd:

Have you found s title? St. Lucius,
who founded the church of St, Peter,
Cornhill, is buried here. Help us,

good S5t. Lucius: and I will be your
faithful W.M.T. *

Five days later he wrote to Smith:

I see Macmillsn's advertisement, snd
eam gled he sppesrs in November. The
only name I csn think of yet is "The
Cornhill Magszine." It has & sound

of Jollity sand sbundsnce sbout it. **

Three weeks lster Trollope writes in reply to sn invitstion
to contribute and refers to the Cornhill Msgszine, snd st
the beginning of November, in thst sdvertisement "A Letter
from the Editor to 2 Friend end Contributor," slresdy

mentioned, Thackersy opens with:

OQur Store-House being in Cornhill, we
date and neme our Msgszine from its
place of publicstion. ***

Thus, Thackersy's suggestion was sccepted, but it was not
thought appropriste by everyone; it wes, according to
George Smith, 8t the time

much ridiculed. ©Sercaestic Jjournslists

* Letters, (ed. G.N, Ray), iv, 154.
** ibid., iv, 156.
*** ibid., iv, 159,
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asked whether it suited the 'dignity' of
literature to lsbel 2 magszine with the
name of 8 street? Should we not next

hsve such periodicsls s 'The Smithfield
Review,' or 'The Leadenhsll Market
Magazine'? But the neme Cornhill IMsgazine
really set the exsmple of quite s new
class of titles for periodicsls - titles
that linked the magszines that bore them
to historic locslities in London, where
perhsps they were published. Thus we have
since had 'Temple Bar,' 'Belgrsvis,' 'St.
Psul's Magszine,' the 'Strand,' etc., etc.*

The appesrance of the first number of the msgszine
which Smith snd Thsackersy were producing was swsited with

interest by msny in the litersry world. ** When itdid

come out, the contents of the first number, in sddition

to the opening chapters of Trollope's Frsmley Parsonsge

snd of Thackersy's Lovel and Widower, were::

The Chinese and the "Quter Barbsrisns" by
John Bowring.

Studies in Animsl Life by
G.H. Lewes.

Cur Volunteers by
Sir John Burgoyne.

* George Smith, pp. 108-109.

** See, for instsnce, A. Trollope, Autobiogrsphy, p.1350:
While travelling on postsl service abroag cae

I hsd no opportunity of becoming acquainted

with litersary life in London ... But even in
Irelsnd, where I was still living in October
1859, I hed hesrd of the Cornhill Ma§azine,

which wss to come out on the 1lst of January

1860, under the editorship of Thackersy.
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A Man of Letters of the Last Generstion by
by Thorton Hunt.

The Sesrch for Sir John Franklin
by Allen Young.

Roundsbout Pspers No.l.
by Vi.lM. Thsckersy. *

There were slso included two poems, "The First Morning of

1860," snd "Fether Prout's Insugurstive Ode to the Author
of Vsnity Fair.,"

In one sense the first Cornhill is not a typicsl number
for subsequently easch issue ususlly contasined at lesst
seven articles in gddition to the serislised psrts of the
two main novels; thset this one contains six srticles is due
to the unususl length of the article by Allen Young. How-
ever, the first number hss certsin qualities which are to
persist throughout the first ten yesrs of the magszine's
life: first, there is its topicslity, not in the sense thst
it desls with news, but that it trests of ideas and facts
which sre of current concern; secondly, there is the variety
of subjects considered, snd finslly there is the fact that
the contributors sre 8ll men of some suthority in their

subgjects.

-

* The names of the contributors were tsken from 8
manuscript book in the possession of John Murrsy,
Ltd., publishers. There is smple evidence in the
listed works of such men as G.H. Lewes, FitzJjsmes
Stephen, end Leslie Stephen that the list is
correct. The Wellesley Index to Victorisn

Periodicsls 1824-1900, published in 1966, made
use o e same account books.
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Lven from these six articles it can be seen thsat
the Cornhill Magszine offered a variety of subjects -
science, litersture, exploration osnd sdventure, foreign
and home sffgsirs - to the resder of 1860. That resder,
the common resder in the Johnsonisn sense, * it was sssum-
ed, would not only be interested in 8 litersry figure,
Leigh Hunt, but would slso be prepsred to sccompsny G.H.
Lewes in his scientific study of biology, not only be
interested in the stste of defence of his own country,

but slso in the sctivities of his country's soldiers snd

diplomsts sbrosd; and finally, the intelligent resder,

it was expected, would not only be delighted by the
fascineting and stirring study of Arctic exploration, but
8lso by the moan-of-the-world jottings of Thackersy. For

8 number of ressons it i1s impossible, 8 little over s
hundred yesars sfter the sppesrsnce of the first number of
the Cornhill Msgszine to find @& masgszine which offers the
ssme opportunities to the intelligent non-specislist to

to become scqusinted with some aspects of current thinking,

* cee CM, July 1860, ii,21 :
When a3 common resder taskes up a3 physiologicsl
work, his feelings sre spt to be those of
sadmiration, rising rspidly to sstonishment
and soon sinking into despoir ...
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whether scientific, litersry, or sociological. *

Esach srticle in the first number of the Cornhill was
of immediste interest to the resder of 1860. Darwin's
ideas of evolution and nstursl selection were not new, but

1t was the publication of his Origin of Species in 1859
oand the chsmpioning of the book by T.H. Huxley which drew
attention to his idess, snd, 8s Sir Oliver Lodge wrote,

"the 'sixties sccordingly reverbersted with the controver-

sies sroused by thet work."¥Xewes's "Studies in Animal

Life" is not s direct consideration of Darwin's theory
nor does it engsge in the controversy, but is sn explors-

tion in psrticulsr of certsin forms of snimel life

¥ See C. Morgsn, The House of Mscmillsn, p.6l:
A new magszine in this libersl tradition,
seeling litersture 8s s wisdom and a de-
light, without prejudice of sect or fesr
to sing songs and to tell stories, is a
civilised ogsset of which we have strasngely
deprived ourselves. Macmillsn's is gone,
Cornhill is gone, Scribner's is gone.
WW/e have specislised in this as in 2ll else.
** 0, Lodge, "Science in the Sixties," The
Eighteen Sixties, (ed. J. Drinkwater), p.245.
See slso C. Bibby, "Huxley end the Reception
of the 'Origin,'" Victorisn Studies, 1ii
NO ll ) | 76-86 ®
It is interesting to note thst Huxley had
slreedy reviewed the Origin in the Cornhill's
competitor; see T.H. Huxley, "Time and Life:
Mr. Darwin's 'Origin of Species,'" Macmillan's

Magaszine, December 1859, i, 1l42-148.
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together with certsin genersl conclusions. Indeed, it is
not until the fourth chapter thst he mentions Desrwin, but
certeinly it is then with these illuminsting words:

The resder is now in 8 condition to
appreciste the genersl line of srgument
adopted in the discussion of Mr. Dsrwin's
book, which is st present exciting very
greet gttention, end which will, a3t sny
rate, 8id in general culture by opening
to many minds new trscts of thought. *

Equally prompt snd interesting to the resder was the

article by Csptain Allen Young on the sesrch for Sir John
Fronklin snd his compsnions who had not returned from the
Arctic expedition in 1845-46. Young was & member of the

most recent of seversl expeditions which had set out in

the sttempt to discover whst had heppened to Sir John

Fronklin snd his psrty. ** This expedition was finsanced
partly by public subscription *** and partly by“Lady
Franklin herself, and its sdventures snd those of the
originsl Franklin expedition had csptured the imsginstion

of the public. The extent of this interest may be judged

* CM, April 1860, i, 442.
** See F.L. M'Clintock, A Ngrrstive of the Discovery
of the fate of Sir John Franklin sand His Comvanions,
P.8 ¢
Ceptein Allen Young Jjoined me 3s ssiling
master, contributing not only his valusable
services but lsrgely of his private funds
to the expedition.
*** Thackersy hlmself contributed £5 to the fund.
See F.L, I o[k A Nerrative, p.402,

UNIVERSITY
OF YORK
LIBRARY
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not only by the words of Ceptein F.L. M'Clintock, the
leader of the expedition, * but slso by the frequent

references to the expedition in the press, snd the exten-

sive reviews which M'Clintock's book, A Narrstive of the

Discovery of the Fate of Sir John Franklin and his

Compsnions, received. ** Further evidence of the interest
stimulsted by the expedition can be seen in the fesct thst
M'Clintock's book was for some time in Mudie's list, snd
in Jsnuary 1860 hesds it, Mudie having bought 3,000 copies
of 1t 8s compered, for insteance, with the 2,500 copies of

* See Spectator, 26 Msy 1860, p.489. A report
of 8 speech by M'Clintock on receiving the free-
dom of the City of London :

The Franklin story now forms s part
of our nstionsl history; snd sll history
falls to supply 2 more besutiful and
striking instence of heroic msnly en-
durance under the most sppslling
circumstances; and no less enduring
devotion, true womsanly constsncy and
courageous hope. The youth of future
generations will resd this ennobling
story with the deepest emotion, snd
will receive from it the impress of
Those eninently grest and good quslities
of which it tells.

** See,y, for exsmple::
Times, 30 December 1859, p.8.

Blackwood's Magszine, Janusry 1860,
lxxxvii, 117-126.
Athenseum, 24 December 1859, pp.
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Adam Bede., *

In the ssme way the article, "Our Volunteers," by
Field lsrshal Sir John Burgoyne, gsve sttention to a topic
thast was of urgent snd considersble interest to the resder
of 1860, ** Frsnce wgs considered to be prepsring for
war, and Burgoyne considered thsat it'was "netural that the
prepsrstions should be made chiefly with reference to s
contest with Grest Britsin.," *** Burgoyne's srgument was
that, since the regular srmy was insufficient in number snd
since Grest Britsin had not the power of conscription to
remedy thst lsck, the Volunteers were necessary, but thst
the Volunteers should be properly trsined : "Soldiership,"”
Burgoyne msintsined, "is become s scientific profession.” ****
The topicelity of this srticle snd slso its interest for
the contemporary reader can be judged by the frequent
references to the Volunteer Movement in such periodicsals
as the Spectator, the Saturdsy Review, Temple Bar,
Mscmillsn's snd Punch, in the last of which appeared many

¥ See Spectator, 28 Jsnusry 1860, Advertisement,
"Mudie's Select List," p.9%4.

**  See Spectstor, 7 Jsnusry 1860, p.l5:
he defence of the country st present
occupies the minds of 3ll men interested
in its welfare .ee °

*** CM, Jsnusry 1860, i, 77.

¥**%* ibid., i, /8.
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cartoons with John Bull striking s pose at once ggressive
towsrds,and contemptuous of ,Louis Napoleon. * Indeed,
Punch sctuslly notices Burgoyne's article, snd comments

thus on his criticism thset the Volunteer was unsble to

meet the physicel demsands made upon & soldier =

oee Mr. Punch respectfully submits to
Sir John Burgoyne that for sll purposes
requiring endurance of fatigue snd ex-
posure, the stsminse of the Volunteer is
likely, czeteris psribus, to be to thsat
of the regulsr soldier of the Line as
seventeen to four, and to thst of the
Guardsman gs twenty to four ... **

Another writer, this time a Captasin of the lMilitis, had
printed in the Spectstor his objection to Burgoyne's
article. Whilst recognising that the srticle wss "ably
written," he considered that Burgoyne's idess of giving
the Volunteer more regulsr trsining were impracticasl. ***
Further evidence both of the interest of the topic and of
the respect thet the Cornhill was slready esrning is given

by the fect that the Times used Burgoyne's article as s

spring-bosrd for a lesder:

* It is interesting to note thst men 3s different
gs lMstthew Arnold snd Edmund ¥stes hastened to
join the Volunteers. See The Letters of listthew
Arnold, (ed. G.W.E. Russell), i, 109; L. Ystes,
Recollections snd Experiences, ii, 44-48,

**  Punch, 14 Jsnusry TEEO, p.13.

*** T0On Nstionsl Defence," Spectstor, 7 Janusry
1860, p.l%.
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A short article on our Volunteer Corps
in the Cornhill Magazine deserves
consideration as a good contribution

to our stock of knowledge on that new
but important subject. The paper in
question 1s brief and simple, but an

air of authorlty pervades its remarks,

a professional bias is discernible in its
tone, and when we add that it is openly
attributed to Sir John Burgoyne we shall
have sald enough to Jystify our notice
of its contents, *

The other topic to which the reader of the first number
of the Cornhill had his attention directed was that of

Chinese affalrs. War with China was imminent, and such was
the importance of thlis issue that the guthor felt

warranted in devoting some of our

earlliest pages to the consideration of

a topic involving our relastions with a
people constituting more than one-~third

of the human famlly, and commercial
interests even now of vast extent, and
likely to become 1In their future development
more important than those which connect

us with any other nation or region of

the world. *»#%

At some length Sir John Bowring follows in detail the
militery expedition prior to, and the negotistions which led
up to, the Treaty of 1868; and whilst admitting "the neces-
slty of teaching the Chinese that treaties must be respected,
and perfidy punished,' *%¥* he does stress the difficulty of

¥ Times, 6 January 1860, p.6.
X CM, January 1860, i, 26.
**% 1bid., i, 43.




the situstion and the dsnger of sttempting

to overthrow the government of Chins.
Bad 8s it is, snarchy will track its
downfell, snd the few elements of order
which yet remsin will be whelmed in s
conclusive desolstion, *

These articles, in sddition to the one by Thornton
Hunt on his fsther, Leigh Hunt, who had recently died, were
what was offered to the public in the first issue. And, as
we have seen alresdy, the public was quick to buy what was
of unprecedented vslue. With psrdonsble vsnity Smith cslls
the publicstion the "literary event of the yesr," snd goes
on To say thet the ssle of the magazine wss unparallelled
for such serisl litersture. ** This success fsr exceeded

Smith's expectetions, but its effect on Thackersy wss

remgrksble. J.T. Fields, in his Yesterdasys with Authors,
relstes 8t some length the effect on Thackersy who "hslf
delirious with joy" went over to Peris to escspe from the

exclitement for s few days. There he existed in sn slmost

euphoric state, and Fields says that he had to use 8ll his

efforts to prevent Thsesckersy

from rushing in and ordering 8 pocketful
of dismonds snd "other trifles," as he
celled them; "for," he ssid, "how cen I
spend the princely sum Smith sllows me
for editing the Cornhill unless I begin
instantly somewhere? ***

* CM, Jenuary 1860, i, 43.
** George Smith, p.ll3
*** J.T. Fields, JIYesterdasys with Authors, p.31

50
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Even Thackersy's sleep was disturbed for he found himself

lying swske "counting his subscribers." *

Mesnwhile at home ** the msgezine wes receiving con-

sidersble sttention, much of which was extremely flsttering.
Yor instsnce, Monckton Milnes, afterwsrds Lord Houghton,

wrote to Thackersy on 27 December 1859:.

Obliged for and plessed with No.l.
It is slmost too good for the public
1t is written for snd the money it
has to earn. How you, the contribu-
tors, snd the publishers sre to be
paid out of it is economicslly in-
conceiveble ... 1 like the Leigh
Hunt very psrticulsrly. ***

* ibid.

**  Unknown, no doubt, to Thackersy and omith, the
esrly numbers of the msgazine were slso being
welcomed with delight in the Austrslisn outbsck.
See W.H., Fitchett, "How I csme to know the
éCognhill,'", CM, Jsnuary, 1910, xxviii (NS), -

0=-61=¢
But the chief tressure brought from the sesg-
coast was &2 bundle of Cornhills, and the
night the tilted cart resched the csamp - hours
after the other members of the psarty hsad fsl-
len ssleep - I hung with fresh, unspoiled
appetite over the wonderful magszine ...
Loves snd sorrows, villsins, heroes and
heroines, resl or imsginsry, crept out from
between the bright golden-tinted covers, snd
marched in procession through my imaginstion.
The hum of London streets, the chstter of
Oxford dons, the murmur of psrsonsge gossip,
seemed to come through space snd dsrkness to

my boyish senses.
*** Letters (ed. G.N. Ray), iv, 169-170.
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Such an expression of plessure must hsve been plessing to
Thackersy, but equslly gratifying to both the editor snd
the publisher of the Cornhill must heve been the attention
which the first number received in the press. The notices

which succeeded the publicstion, of which s writer in the

Daily News ssgid:

It is 3 long time since any event
unconnected with politics or bsttles
hss been so eagerly looked for as the
sppeasrance of the first number of

"The Cornhill Msgaszine", *

are remarksble for their number, snd the consistency with

which they prasise the new venture. Notices sppesr in the

deily and Sundsy newspspers, in the weekly periodicsls, in

at least two provindial pspers, and there is even »

reference in the Dublin University lMagazine.,

The last mentioned is interesting @s it indicstes the
extent to which the new magszine was being discussed. In
gn grticle entitled "My Club Tsble," which is devoted masinly
to the discussion of books, the sauthor describes himself

dining in his clubzc

The other night I endesvoured to
shut my esrs to the clatter of plates

and spoons and to seize the snstches

of dislogue which were pegssing to snd
fro sround me. They were couched

* Dagily News, 22 December 1859, p.b5.
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somewhat 8s follows: "I wonder
whether the Emperor will mske" -
"those horrid crinolines" - 'no,
I never hesrd Spurgeon, but" -
"The Cornhill Magazine is far the
most smusing of the two" - ,.. *

The overheard spesker is moved to use the superlstive in
comparing the Cornhill with, presumsbly, that other new
magoezine, llscmillsn's, snd the Jjuxtsposition of the remsrk
with those on other topics which engrossed people in 1860 -

the Emperor of the French, fsshion, snd religion - demon-

strates the fame of the magazine.

Two dslly newspspers in which notice was made of the
first number both comment on the chespness of the magszine,

g chespness which was not schieved by the presentstion of

the second-rste. The Morning Post msintained thst

He would be both svericious snd dis-
contented who could complsin of not
getting his money's worth sfter in-
vesting & whole shilling in the

Cornhill Magszine! **

The Morning Hersld displsys its sdmirstion of the chesapness

sand quality even more positively:

oo it is one of the marvels of the
time thst so much meterisl, snd of so
excellent 8 quslity, csn be provided at
so moderate @ price. ***

Dublin University Msgszine, February 1860, lv, 233,
**  Quoted in Ssturdsy Review, 7 Jsnusry 1860, p.32.
*** Morning Hersld, 23 December 1859, p.3.
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The Daily News, although'it does not refer to the price,

does refer to the quslity in most enthusisstic terms. Every

page, it finds, is "marked with & distinctive superiority,”

snd the notice ends with & Jjudgement which puts the Cornhill
among the best of its kind:

coe We offer a8 cordisl snd respectful
welcome to the new comer from Cornhill

gs one well fitted to take a place ...
in the foremost rsnk of the serisl
literature of our country. *

The Sundsy Times is less grudginge The writer is not con-
tent to plsce the Cornhill merely smong the best, but deems

it the ne plus ultrs of periodicsl litersture:

It is slmost impossible to imagine
sny further developments, either in

quality or in quantity, of the
periodicasl litersture of this country,
than that which is attsined in the new

monthly serisl issued from the house
of Smith, Elder, and Co. **

Among the periodicsls, the Athenseum quietly states

that "Mr. Thackersy's new venture hss met with grest and

with well-esrned success," *** whilst the Exasminer heartily

congrstulastes "both editor snd publishers of the new

periodicsl on the brillisnt success of the first number." ****

The Illustrsted Times and the Illustrated News of the World

*  Dpily News, 22 December 1859, p.5.
**  Sundsy Times, 25 December 1859, p.2.
*** Athenseum, 51 December 1859, p.890.

*x** Fysminer, 24 December 1859, p.821.



both write of the Cornhill as hsving fulfilled the "high

anticipstions which rumour hsd excited." * Both periodicels
continue with eulogy which must hsave plessed but slso per-
haps have embarrsssed Smith and Thackersy. "It is & masrvel
of excellence and chespness," msintsins the writer in the
Illustrated Times, & Jjudgement which rivsls that to be

found in Notes and Queries: "It is 8 msrvel of chespness,
and 8 model of excellence." ** The writer in the lllustrated

News of the World is even more excited by the sppesarsnce of

the first number; his excitement betreys him to 8 trite

image: "A new and glorious light has risen on the litersry

horizon." **¥*

Some notices, such as that of the Litersry Gazette, ****

contsin, in sddition to genersal prasise, comments on indi-

vidual srticles. This periodicsl first sdmits thst the

* Illustrated Times, 31 December 1859, p.445.

* * Notes and CQueries, 31 December 1859, p.542.

***  Tllustrasted News of the World, quoted in Sasturdsy
Review, 7 Janusry 1830, Peile
Some years lster the Saturdsy Review wes still

remembering the novelty of the Cornhill:
Ten yesrs sgo the genus has not been discover-

ed. Mscmillsn's end the Cornhill Magazine
showed the way, 2nd since then the shilling
megazines have sprung up like mushrooms.

16 May 1868, p.643.
**** Titersry Gazette, 31 December 1859, p.64l.



Gornhill is 2 "model of the 'best'" snd then in equslly
hsndsome terms compliments the individusl writers and their

articles: the psper on the Volunteers is by "the skilled
hend of Sir John Burgoyne," the "Studies in Animel Life" is
"the very poetry of nstursl history" and so on. The review

concludes::

Enfin, - the Cornhill Msgszine st once
tokes @s high & place in litersture ss
its promoters csn heve desired. *

In the light of such enthusissm it may come as 8 surprise
to resd in the Illustrsted London News ** thet "the stsndsrd
gset up is not of the highest." However, the writer is not

in fact criticising the Cornhill, but merely saying thst
very properly it does not set out to compete with the re-

views. What is implicit in the other criticisms here becomes
stated by the reviewer: thst the Cornhill is not to be com-
psred with, nor Jjudged by the stsnderds spplicsble to, the
more lesrned reviews snd quarterlies such ss, for exsmple,

the Edinburgh Review. Having recognised this fact, the

writer is soon joining his fellow reviewers 1n pralse:

The Cornhill is 8 msgszine &8s distinguished

g Litersry Gazette, 31 December 1859, p.o4l.
* % ondon News, 7 Janusry 1860, p.4.

Illustrated



from a8 review. Taking it as 3
specimen of periodicals of the

second clsss, it is as nesrly
as perfect as possible. *

The news of the sdvent of the Cornhill hadqas we have

seen,reached Dublin; it was 8lso esrly referred to in ot
least two provincisl newspapers, the llanchester Guardisn
snd the Leeds Intelligencer. On the eve of publicstion
the London correspondent of the Manchester Gusrdian wss

giving informstion, erroneous ss it hsppened, of the con-

tent of the magszine: "The first number is to contsin o
paper by Sir Howard Douglss on the Volunteer movement ..." **

In this reference, snd in the one 2 week later, both of
which were quoted in the Leeds Intelligencer, this corres-

pondent showed s psrticular concern for numbers and finance:

The success of the Cornhill Msgszine,
No.l, has been quite without parsllel
in the records of magszine ssles. 1
am afrasid to repest the figure to
which reports, which I should hsve

considered s priori well founded,
carry the sale ... The advertisements

of the number slone must have gone @
long way towsrds peying ils expenses.
When I tell you thst these include o

sslasry of £350 s month to lr.
Thackeray, you see they must be enor-

mous, 3s compared with anything hitherto

known in the experience of periodicsls. ***

me

* I1lustrsted London News, 7 January 1860, p.4.
** Teeds Intelligencer, 24 December 1859, p.>5.
*** Teeds Intelliecencer, 31 December 1859, p.>.
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Such notices, even if they only referred with wonder

to the number of copies sold, must have been gratifying,

but they must slso have csused concern, if not embsrrass-

ment.

To hsve achieved the "best" snd become 3 "model of

excellence" with the first number must hsve given the

originators of the Cornhill concern sbout msintsining such

9 standerd. ©Seversl notices do in fsct, whilst recognising

immediste worth, hope for its continusnce. The Lady's

Newspaper writes:

/ The Cornhill Msgszine / is & wonderful
shilling's worth, whether we regsrd the
quasntity or the quslity. If the editor
can continue a3s he has begun, he will
soon distesnce 8ll competition, and reign
supreme in the world of periodical

literature. *

and the Press recognises "sbout this periodicsal higher

promise than we have witnessed in sny other enterprise for

s long time." ** Finally, the reviewer in the Illustrated

London News, in 8 sentence remsrksble for its ponderous
A ——— S e

length, hopes thst the editor will follow the sdvice of

Father Prout in his "Insugurstive Ode" *** so that the

magoazine will aschieve a3 '"mirscle':

% *
% ¥k %

A feeling that it would be superfluous

The Lady's Newspsper, 31 December 1859,,p.534.

\CwW, 7Jc_1nual:y (860, P.Bl-

Qvated 1a

Ct, Jenuery 1860, i, 75-76.
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if not impertinent, to dwell sepsrately
on the clsims which this number of the
Cornhill lisgszine has on the acceptsnce
of the public induces us to psuse in
such a work of supererogstion, and to
add merely that, i1f the sound, msnly
advice given to its conductor by
Father Prout in his "Insugurstive Ode”
to the editor be adopted snd exempli-

fied in sction, 8 mirsacle in populsr
literature will be achieved, for the
price of this periodicsl must not be

left out of view when its merits asre
under discussion. *

Although it occurred during the second year of the

life of the Cornhill Msgazine, it seems only fsir to in--
clude one disparagins - at legst one @ssumes it to be so -

comment on the magszine; it wes 8 writer in the Economist
who specifies it ss "s kind of 'Chembers's Journsl' for the
higher classes of society." ** This comment, presumsbly,
denies to the Cornhill sny clsims to be "literature,"

suggests that it mskes no severe intellectusl demsnds on

its resders, snd classes it with 8 Journal which specialised
in the provision of useful informstion snd of populsr

scientific instruction.

However, this is s lonely voice, snd whether or not
the Cornhill Magszine fulfilled during the first ten years
of its life the bright promise of its first number will

* Il1lustrsted London News, 7 Jdsnuary 1860, p.4.
*x Economist, 9 March 186l, p.
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perhaps become evident throughout the rest of the study of
some of the non-fiction which sppesared in the ma<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>