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ABSTRACT

DIALOGUES OF POWER: EARLY CHRISTIAN MONUMENTALITY
AROUND THE NORTHERN IRISH SEA AD 400 - 1000

This thesis works from the premise that ideology forms an integral part of society,
inextricably linked to economic, political and social conditions, to explore the way that
variation in Christian monumentality can reveal changing political and ideological
alignments within the northern Irish Sea region, c¢. AD 400 to 1000. A large, maritime arca

has been chosen for study, encompassing Dumfries and Galloway, Counties Down and

Antrim, Cumbria and the Isle of Man.

A multidisciplinary approach is taken, and a range of material employed, including

documentary sources, known and possible ecclesiastical sites, carved stone monuments,
place-names, and evidence for imports and craftworking. Spatial and chronological variation
in each form of investment is identified in turn, using a series of distribution maps, before

being drawn together and discussed within a wider landscape context.

By using the patterns of ecclesiastical investment identified, and the available dating
parameters, the ideological investment of Christian communities in neighbouring areas 1
compared and contrasted, to reveal something of the nature of interaction within this
maritime zone. This is then used to present an ‘alternative narrative’ of ideological and

political alignments within this region, which can be contrasted with the highly fragmented

story provided by documentary sources alone.



11

CONTENTS

Page
Abstract 1
Contents 11
List of figures 1X
List of tables X1V
List of abbreviations XV
Acknowledgements XVl
1. DIALOGUES OF POWER: INTRODUCTION AND STUDY AREA 1

THE IRISH SEA PROVINCE, THE CELTIC WEST AND THE CELTIC CHURCH 2
THE STUDY AREA

2. DIALOGUES OF POWER: THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 8
RELIGION AND ITS ROLE WITHIN SOCIETY 8
ANTIQUARIAN AND HISTORICAL APPROACHES TO CHRISTIANITY 9
COMPLEX DEFINITIONS OF RELIGION AND IDEOLOGY 11
PROCESSUAL AND POST-PROCESSUAL APPROACHES TO CHRISTIANITY 14
IDEOLOGY AS A SOURCE OF POWER | 16
MONUMENTALITY AND THE ‘MATERIALIZATION OF IDEOLOGY” 17
MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 20
LANDSCAPE APPROACHES 23
INTERPRETATION OF REGIONAL VARIATION IN MONUMENTALITY 25
CORE AND PERIPHERY/ PEER POLITY INTERACTION 25
CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL COMPLEXITY 28
CONCLUSION: STRUCTURE OF THE THESIS 30
3. SAINTS, MONKS AND BISHOPS: HISTORICAL EVIDENCE FOR 1

ECCLESIASTICAL INTERACTION AND IDEOLOGICAL INVESTMENT

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY AREA 33
DOCUMENTS AS IDEOLOGICAL INVESTMENT 35



111

Page

THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS 335
St Patrick 37
St Ninian 40
St Columba | 42
National and local saints 43
DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE: THE ORGANISATION OF THE CHURCH 46
CONCLUSIONS 50

4. CHRISTIAN SITES AROUND THE NORTHERN IRISH SEA: PROBLEMS 53
OF IDENTIFICATION, DATING AND INTERPRETATION

ENCLOSED CEMETERIES AND DEVELOPED CEMETERIES 53

IDENTIFICATION OF CHRISTIAN SITES 59
EARLY MEDIEVAL ECCLESIASTICAL SITES WITHIN THE STUDY AREA 61
IDENTIFICATION OF POSSIBLE ECCLESIASTICAL SITES 61
INTERPRETATION OF POSSIBLE ECCLESIASTICAL SITES 65
BURIAL RITES AND CEMETERIES WITHIN THE STUDY AREA 66
STONE SHRINE 68
DUG GRAVES 71
LINTEL GRAVES, LONG CISTS AND HEAD SETTINGS 74
TIMBER-LINED GRAVES 78
FURNISHED GRAVES, BARROWS AND BOAT BURIALS 78
Possible Anglian period barrows 79
Viking Age furnished burials: boat, barrows and churchyard burials 81
CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 87
CHURCHES: IDENTIFICATION 87
CHURCHES: DATING 87
TIMBER CHURCHES 92
STONE CHURCHES 23
Typologies and building plans 93
ROUND TOWERS 96
ENCLOSURES AND THE LAYOUT OF SITES 99
LARGE MONASTIC ENCLOSURES 100
MONASTIC LAYOUTS 103
SMALLER ECCLESIASTICAL ENCLOSURES 105

DISCUSSION 107



v
Page

5. CARVED STONE MONUMENTS: CLASSIFICATION, FUNCTION AND

DISTRIBUTION 108

DISTRIBUTION, SURIVAL AND RECORDING OF STONE MONUMENTS 110
RECOGNITION AND SURVIVAL OF CARVED STONE MONUMENTS 110

ANTIQUARIAN AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL EFFECTS ON THE DISTRIBUTION 111
OF CARVED STONE MONUMENTS

IN SITU EXAMPLES AND ORIGINAL SITINGS 117
RELIABILITY OF DISTRIBUTION MAPS 119
CLASSIFICATION OF MONUMENTS 119
DATING OF MONUMENTS 125
DATING INSCRIPTIONS 125
DATING INCISED STONES AND SIMPLE CROSS SLABS 128

DATING RELIEF CARVED CROSS SLABS AND FREE-STANDING CROSSES 129
DISTRIBUTION AND FUNCTION OF MONUMENTS IN THE STUDY AREA 130

INSCRIPTIONS: DISTRIBUTION, FUNCTION AND SIGNIFICANCE 130
Early inscriptions: ogam and Roman capitals 131
Anglian period runic and non-runic inscriptions 141
Scandinavian runic inscriptions 145
Changing use of inscriptions 147
MONUMENT FORM AND TECHNIQUES OF CARVING 147
INCISED MONUMENTS 151
Cross-incised stones 151
Decorated, cross-incised stones 156
Incised stones 157
FALSE RELIEF 157
RELIEF CARVED MONUMENTS 159
Simple, relief carved monuments 159
PRE-VIKING DECORATED, RELIEF CARVED MONUMENTS 162
Pre-Viking free-standing crosses 164
Pre-Viking relief carved cross slabs 167
VIKING AGE SCULPTURE 168
Viking Age free-standing crosses, and pseudo-free standing crosses 169
Viking Age decorated cross slabs 176
Hogbacks 179

OTHER MONUMENT FORMS FOUND WITHIN THE STUDY AREA 181



Bullaun stones

Rough crosses

Sundials

Architectural fragments
CONCLUSIONS

6. LANGUAGE, PLACE-NAMES AND ECCLESIASTICAL ORGANISATION

USES OF PLACE-NAMES
PROBLEMS AND PITFALLS: A PALIMPSEST OF TOPONYMIC WRITING

LANGUAGES SPOKEN WITHIN THE STUDY AREA
BRITTONIC AND GAELIC

Sliabh and Dal Riata

OLD ENGLISH PLACE-NAMES

SCANDINAVIAN PLACE-NAMES
ECCLESIASTICAL PLACE-NAMES

EGLES: ‘ECCLES’ NAMES

DOMNACH: DONAGH-NAMES

CILL: ‘KIL’ AND KEEILL PLACE-NAMES

ANDOIT: ANNAT NAMES

ECCLESIASTICAL NAMES OF ANGLIAN SIGNIFICANCE
SCANDINAVIAN ECCLESIASTICAL NAMES: KIRKJA
CONCLUSIONS

7. ECCLESIASTICAL SITES, LONG DISTANCE EXCHANGE AND
CRAFTWORKING CENTRES

IMPORTED CERAMIC AND GLASS IN WESTERN BRITAIN FROM THE
FIFTH TO THE SEVENTH CENTURY

MEDITERRANEAN IMPORTS
The mechanisms of supply
Control of exchange and motives behind the supply of goods to western Britain

The significance of imported Mediterranean pottery: making a mountain out of a
molehill?

CONTINENTAL EXCHANGE IN THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH CENTURIES
Distribution and context of Continental imports in western Britain

Control of exchange and motives for supply

Page

182
185
187

188
189

193

195
196
197
198
201
206
209
213
213
217
220
223
226
228
233

239

241

242
246
247

250

251
233
260



MODELS FOR INTERACTION, REDISTRIBUTION AND CENTRAL PLACES

CRAFTWORKING
ARTEFACTS AS ACTIVE SYMBOLS: METALWORK

EARLY MEDIEVAL CRAFTWORKING SITES IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND

Craftworking sites within the study area
The significance of craftworking within the study area

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

8. THE INTERPRETATION OF WHITHORN AND ITS PLACE WITHIN
THE IRISH SEA REGION

INTRODUCTION

INTERPRETATION OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE AT
WHITHORN

HILL’S MODEL

Period I.1: The origins of the monasterium

Period 1.2-1.4: Development of the monasterium

Period II: Anglian minster

Period III; Ninth and tenth century Whithorn, the minster restored
CRITIQUE: THE NATURE OF THE EVIDENCE

PERIOD 1.0 AND 1.1: THE ORIGINS OF THE MONASTERIUM
Interpretation of Period 1.1

PERIOD 1.2 TO I.4: DEVELOPMENT OF THE MONASTERIUM
Interpretation of Period 1.2 to 1.4

PERIOD II: THE ANGLIAN MINSTER, ¢.AD730 TO AD845
Interpretation of the Anglian minster

PERIOD III: THE MINSTER RESTORED, AD845 TO AD1000 X 1050
Landscape context and interpretation

DISCUSSION

ABRIDGED WHITHORN SEQUENCE

PERIOD I.1: ELITE SCULAR CENTRE

PERIOD 1.2-4: ELITE CENTRE, WITH A NEW ECCLESIASTICAL FOCUS
PERIOD II: ALIGNMENT WITH NORTHUMBRIA

PERIOD III: NEW CHURCH, SHIFTING ORIENTATION

Page

261
265
265
267
269
272
273

276

276

277

278

278
279
279
280
281
282
286
288
295
297

307
310

313
315
316
316
316
316
317



Vil

Page

9. IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE NORTHERN 319
IRISH SEA, ¢.AD 400 - 1000: ALTERNATIVE NARRATIVE

PHASE I: FIFTH TO EARLY SIXTH CENTURIES 322
ZONES OF INTERACTION 322
POST-ROMAN POLITICAL FRAGMENTATION 324
ELITE APPROPRIATION OF CHRISTIANITY 325
THE IRISH ALIGNMENT OF WESTERN GALLOWAY AND MAN 328
BRITTONIC AREAS: A CONSPICUOUS LACK OF MONUMENTALITY 330
PHASE II: MID-SIXTH CENTURY ONWARDS 333
ESTABLISHMENT OF ECCLESIASTICAL CENTRES

ZONES OF INTERACTION 333
STRATEGIES OF IDEOLOGICAL INVESTMENT IN THE WESTERN ZONE 337
POLITICAL AND ECCLESIASTICAL DIFFERENCES IN THE WESTERN ZONE 339
CONTINUING LACK OF MONUMENTALITY IN THE EAST ' 342
PHASE III: THE AMBITIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF NORTHUMBRIA 343
ZONES OF INTERACTION 343
NORTHUMBRIAN COLONIALISM IN THE WEST 343
DECLINE IN WESTERN MONUMENTALITY 348
THE ROLE OF WHITHORN 348
PHASE 1V: SECULARISATION AND FRAGMENTATION 349
ZONES OF INTERACTION 349
ECCLESIASTICAL FRAGMENTATION TO THE EAST 351
THE MACHARS AND THE WHITHORN SCHOOL 353
IRISH ISOLATION 355
ST PATRICK’S ISLE, PEEL: THE IRISH INFLUENCE 357
DISCUSSION 358

10. CONSIDERING INTERACTION THROUGH IDEOLOGY: A CRITIQUE 360

BIBLIOGRAPHY 364
APPENDICES

APPENDIX A DATABASE 411

DATABASE CD 419

APPENDIX B REGIONAL NARRATIVES 420



APPENDIX B PART I: COUNTY DOWN AND COUNTY ANTRIM

SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

PHASE I
PHASE II
PHASE III
PHASE IITO IV

PHASE IV

APPENDIX B PART II: DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY
ROMAN INFLUENCE

PHASE ]

PHASE II

PHASE II TO PHASE IV

PHASE III

PHASE IV

APPENDIX B PART III: ISLE OF MAN
SETTLEMENT

PHASE I

PHASE II

PHASE III

PHASE II TO PHASE 1V

PHASE IV

APPENDIX B PART IV: CUMBRIA

LATE ROMAN CHRISTIANITY
Cumbna: Phase I

Cumbna; Phase 11
Cumbrnia: Phase II1
Cumbria; Phase IV

Viil

Page

421
421
422
424
432
433
441
444
444
445
447
450

454
457

460
460
460
462
464
465
468
474
475

475
476

478
482



YA Co\en jode ix

FIGURES

Unless otherwise stated, all photographs were taken by the author. All distribution maps
were created using ArcView 3.1. Topographical data was obtained from Landmap

(www.landmap.ac.uk). Digital data for boundaries, rivers and lakes were derived from the
Bartholomew datasets, owned and supplied by HarperCollinsCartographic.

Figure no. Page
1.1 The study area 3
1.2  Geology of the study area 4
1.3 Simplified topography of the study area 6
2.1 Tentative reconstruction of sub-Roman dioceses in Northern Britain 10
2.2 A model indicating the systems operating within early Christian Ireland 15
2.3 Peer polity interaction 27
3.1 Known movements of individuals, and associated sites 45
4.1 Plan of the site of Ardwall Isle 335
4.2 Phases of activity at Ardwall Isle 56
4.3 Models for the origin and initial development of early Christian sites 57
4.4 Possible early medieval ecclesiastical sites within the study area 62
4.5 The ‘Wells o’the Rees’ 63
4.6 Proportion of sites with no surviving structural evidence of early medieval date 63
4.7 Possible early medieval ecclesiastical sites, showing those with later churches 65
4.8 Early medieval remains on sites within the study area 65
4.9 Frequency of different burial types within the study area 67
4.10 Distribution of burial types within the study area 69
4.11 Period I.1and Period 1.2/1 development of the “shrine’ at Whithomn 70
4.12 St Patrick’s Chair, Marown: a modern ‘leacht’ 71
4.13 Possible shrine at Ronaldsway 71
4.14 Dug grave sites within the study area 73
4.15 Stone-lined graves within the study area 75
4.16 Possible Anglian period furnished graves in Cumbria 80
4.17 Furnished burials in the study area 82
4.18 Possible early medieval churches within the study area 88
4.19 Selection of schematic plans of Manx keeills 90
4.20 Manx keeills 95

4.21 Type 3 churches 95



Figure no. Page
4.22 Dastribution of round towers within the study area 97
4.23 Drumbo round tower 99
4.24 The inner and central cashel walls at Nendrum 101
4.25 Nendrum monastic site 104
>.1 Sites producing early medieval sculpture within the study area 109
5.2 Situation/use in which monuments were first recorded 111
5.3 The circumstances in which monuments were first recorded 113
2.4 Frequency of monuments on sites within the study area 114
5.5 Frequenc_y of monuments, compared with sites subject to archaeological 115
intervention
5.6 Comparison of circumstances of discovery of different monument types 117
.7 Relief decorated cross slab in Lonan churchyard, Isle of Man 118
5.8 Techniques of carving: incised, false relief and relief carved stones 120
5.9 Examples of script types within the study area 122
.10 Types of script used for inscriptions within the study area 131
J5.11 Early Latin and ogam inscriptions 132
.12 Ogam and Roman capitals: inscription types 135
5.13 The Latinus stone 137
>.14 The Mains stone: LOCI PETRI APVSTOLI 139
J.15 Anglian runes and non-runic script 142
5.16 Beckermet St Bridget 145
5.17 Movilla: OROIT DO DERTREND 145
J.18 Scandinavian runic inscriptions 146
.19 The main techniques used to carve stones within the study area 147
.20 Frequency and distribution of incised stones 149
J.21 Frequency and distribution of relief carved stones 150
.22 Examples of cross-incised stones from Saul and Lonan 151
>.23 Frequency and distribution of cross-incised stones 153
J.24 Laggangarn standing stones 155
5.25 Monuments carved in false relief or sunk work 158
5.26 Relief carved monuments within the study area 160
5.27 Simple relief carved cross slabs 161
5.28 Stones of the ‘usual Nendrum type’ 162
5.29 Pre-Viking, relief carved monuments: distribution 163
5.30 Pre-Viking relief carved stones: monument forms 164

5.31 The free-standing cross at Irton 166



Figure no.

5.32 Monument forms dated to the Viking Age

5.33 Later relief carved monument forms

5.34 Later and possibly later free-standing and pseudo free-standing crosses

5.35 Pseudo free-standing cross: Braddan, Isle of Man
5.36 Schools of sculpture within the study area
5.37 The high cross at Downpatrick, showing figural carving

5.38 Later relief carved slabs

5.39 Manx cross slab, Michael

5.40 Whithom school slab, Kirkinner

5.41 Gosforth hogbacks

5.42 Hogbacks within the study area

5.43 Bullauns at Aghalee and St John’s Point

5.44 Distribution of bullauns within the study area
5.45 Rough cross distribution

5.46 Holed cross (Layd) and rough cross (Drumnakill)

5.47 Stone from Greeba Mills, Isle of Man

5.48 Sundial at Nendrum

5.49 Sculptural investment throughout the period of interest

6.1 Cair names within the study area

6.2 Possible linguistic zones, after Campbell 2001

6.3 Old English place-names within the study area

6.4 By names within the study area

6.5 °‘Eccles’ names in Britain

6.6 ‘Eccles’ names in the study area

6.7 Domnach names in the study area

6.8 Cill names in the study area

6.9 ‘Annat’ names within the study area

6.10 Place-names and ecclesiastical names of possible Anglian origin
6.11 Kirk names in the study area

6.12 Kirk names and their forms, with the distribution of by names
6.13 Simplified map of place-name ‘zones’ within the study area
6.14 Gaelic ecclesiastical names within the study area

7.1 Mediterranean imports in Britain

7.2 Mediterranean imports in the study area

7.3 The Mote of Mark

7.4 Chi Rho design, stamped on ARSW

X1

Page

169
170
171
172
174
176
177
178
178
179
180
182

184
185

186
187

188
189
200
202
208
210
215
216
219
222
225
227
229
230
234
236
244
245
246
249



X11

Figure no.

7.5 E ware from Kiondroghad and Gransha

7.6 E ware vessel forms

7.7 Continental imports in Britain

7.8 Continental imports within the study area

7.9 E ware vessel types represented at sites within the study area
7.10 Evidence for craftworking within the study area

7.11 Crafiworking centres and imports in County Down

8.1 Buildings of Period 1.1 monasterium, before the cemetery
8.2 Period 1.4 monasterium, with the third shrine

8.3 The Anglian minster, Period II

8.4 Period III settlement

8.5 Period 1.1 features

8.6 Buildings and features of Period 1.2 to 1.4 by phase/stage

8.7 Structural remains of buildings 21 and 24

8.8 Period II.1 to I1.2 with features suggested to have continued from Period 1
8.9 Period I burials, Period II burials and infant bunals

8.10 Development of the church complex in Period 11.3 to 11.4

9.1 Phase I zones of interaction

9.2 Postulated boundaries of pre-Roman tribal areas

9.3 Phase Il zones of interaction

9.4 Phase II-IV Christianisation of the landscape in the western zone
9.5 Regional variation in Counties Down and Antrim

9.6 Phase III Northumbrian expansion

9.7 Phase III zones of interaction

9.8 Phase IV zones of interaction

Bl County Down and County Antrim: Phase I

B2 County Down and County Antrim: Phase 11

B3 Scrabo Hill from the east, across the top of Strangford Lough
B4 Downpatnck, viewed from Inch abbey

BS5 Tara fort and Ballyfounder rath

B6 Scrabo Hill from the inner cashel at Nendrum

B7 Movilla from Scrabo Hill

B8 Scrabo Hill from Movilla

B9 Inch from Downpatrick

B10 County Down and County Antrim: Phase Il to IV

Page

253
254
256
257
259
270
274
278
279
280
281
283

290
294

300
302
304
323
327
335
336
340
344
347
350

423
425
426
427
427
429
430
430
433
435



X111

Figure no.

Bll
B12
B13
B14
B15
B16
B17
B18
B19
B20
B21
B22
B23
B24
B25
B26
B27
B28
B29
B30
B31
B32
B33
B34
B35
B36
B37
B38&
B39
B40
B41
B42
B43
B44

Illustration of heights AOD of sites of lower ecclesiastical investment

Cross-incised stone at Dunteige, with chambered tomb

County Down and County Antrim: rough crosses and lintel graves

Raholp church
Lisban church, on the shores of Strangford Lough

Monuments and cemeteries in northern Antrim

The view from Layd churchyard

County Down and County Antrim: Phase IV
Dumfries and Galloway: Phase I

Dumfries and Galloway: Phase II
Kirkmadrine church, Dumfnes and Galloway

Lintel graves, cill names and cross-incised stones

Lintel graves in the southern Rhinns

View from Low Curghie towards Drummore Bay

Dumfries and Galloway: Phase 111

Dumfries and Galloway: Phase IV

Penpont church, occupying a prominent mound
Dalgamock churchyard, looking towards Penpont
Isle of Man: Phase 1

Isle of Man: Phase II

Maughold churchyard, from Maughold head
The Calf of Man

Isle of Man: Phase II-IV

Lag ny Keeilley from the north

Phase IV fumished burials

Jurby church on the horizon, looking northwest
Isle of Man: Phase IV

St Patrick’s Isle, Peel, with round tower and successor to early church

Possible activity ascribed to Phase II, Cumbria
Cumbria: Phase III

The raised end of Waberthwaite church, looking towards Ravenglass

Irton church on the horizon

Aldingham church, southern Cumbria
Cumbria: Phase IV

Page

436
436
438
439
439
440
441
442

446
449
450
451
453
453
455
458
459
459
461
463
464
465
466
467
469
470
471
473
477
479
480
481
482
483



TABLES

Table

4.1
4.2
J5.1
d>.2
5.3
5.4
3.9
5.6
6.1
7.1
7.2
7.3
9.1

Attributes used to suggest the presence of early medieval ecclesiastical sites
Burial types identified within the study area

Divisions of the Manx stone monuments (after Kermode)

Nash Williams’ classification of Welsh monuments

Okasha’s categories of inscribed stones

Classification of monuments

Jackson’s use of script to date inscribed monuments

Types of inscription, divided by content

Place-names possibly containing the Old English element cirice
Classes of imported pottery in western Britain

Models of exchange and central places defined by Carol Smith
Craftworking sites within the study area

Correlation of information from Chapters 3 to 7, using approximate dating
parameters

X1V

Page

60

67
120
121
123
123
127
134
228
241
264
269

321



T R OPNT T I TRAYT T T N

ASSAH

AU
CANMORE
CCCSMR
CISP

Confessio
DGSMR
HE
JBAA
JMM

JRSAI
LDSMR

NISMR
OAN

PIOMNHAS
PNCu

PRIA

PSAS

RIB
RCAHMS
RCHM
TCWAAS

TDGNHAS

UJA
Ve
VW

XV

ABBREVIATIONS

Anglo-Saxon Studies in Archaeology and History

Annals of Ulster (MacAirt 1983)

RCAHMS database, accessed online at www.rcahms.gov.uk
Cumbria County Council Sites and Monuments Record
Celtic Inscribed Stones Project, accessed online at
www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/cisp

Saint Patrick’s Confessio (Howlett 1994)

Dumfries and Galloway Sites and Monuments Record
Bede’s Historia Ecclesiastica (Colgrave and Mynors 1969)
Journal of the British Archaeological Association

Journal of the Manx Museum

Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland
Lake District Sites and Monuments Record

Northern Ireland Sites and Monuments Record

Oxford Archaeology North
Proceedings of the Isle of Man Natural History and Antiquarian Society

Place-names of Cumbria (Armstrong 1950)

Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy

Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Roman inscriptions of Britain (Collingwood and Wright 1995)

Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland
Royal Commission for Historic Monuments

Transactions of the Cumberland and Westmorland Archaeological and
Antiquarian Society

Transactions of the Dumfriesshire and Galloway Natural History and
Antiquarian Society

Ulster Journal of Archaeology

Vita Columbani: Life of St Columba, Adomnan (Sharpe 1995)

Vita Wilfridi: Life of St Wilfrid, Eddius Stephanus (Farmer 1998)



XVi

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This thesis would not have been completed without help from many people. Firstly, thanks
must go to my supervisor, Professor Martin Carver, for providing constant encouragement
and enthusiasm, for making me ask more questions and draw more definite conclusions. I

am grateful also to Dr James Barrett and Dr Julian Richards for their helpful comments and

guidance throughout.

Dr Simon Taylor generously read and commented on Chapter 6, and Dr Ewan Campbell and

Dr Kathryn Forsyth provided access to unpublished work, for which I am very grateful.
Thanks go to staff at the Monuments and Buildings Record in Belfast, and the Sites and

Monuments Records of Dumiries and Galloway, Cumbria and the Lake District, for
providing information and assistance in searching databases. Individuals at the Centre for
Manx Studies spared time to discuss my thesis and also provided access to unpublished

material; Manx National Heritage, the Centre for Archaeological Fieldwork (Belfast), and
the North Down Heritage Centre kindly provided access to artefacts and archaeological

reports.

The inhabitants of the postgraduate room at the King’s Manor have provided endless support

and discussion, and thanks must also go to FAS for time and assistance. Finally, thanks must

go to Chris, for constant encouragement, patience, proof reading, and company when

traipsing through countryside around the northemn Irish Sea.

This thesis was funded by a full grant from the AHRB.



CHAPTER ONE

DIALOGUES OF POWER: EARLY CHRISTIAN MONUMENTALITY
AROUND THE NORTHERN IRISH SEA c. AD 400 - 1000

INTRODUCTION AND STUDY AREA

The introduction and spread of Christianity throughout Britain is one of the defining
phenomena of the early medieval period, and the central role played by religion is reflected
in the use of the term ‘Early Christian’ to describe the period chronologically (Mytum 1992;
Charles Edwards 2000). From the fifth century onwards, Christianity grew from a small
scale, elite religion, to a widely established institution, dominating the landscape through a
network of ecclesiastical sites and monuments. The development of a Christian landscape
was not, however, a uniform process, and this study aims to identify and interpret the range

of strategies employed by societies in the adoption and implementation of Christian

ideology.

This thesis is based on the premise that ideology forms an integral part of society,
inextricably linked to politics, economics and social organisation. The creation of Christian
sites and monuments would have involved economic input and political support, as well as
the acceptance of ideological tenets (Chapter 2). As such, regional variation in Christianity
can be used to discuss real differences within society (Carver 2001, 12), and is used in this
thesis to consider the changing ideological and political landscape in a region of western

Britain and Ireland where historical sources are inconsistent and often unreliable (Chapter 3).

Within western Britain, little is known of the political entities that made up the landscape, or
how they changed over time. Apart from the comparatively well-documented kingdoms of
Ireland, few polities can be located, or their histories charted, with any confidence. During
the period of interest, between ¢, AD 400 to AD 1000, it can be assumed that the Irish Sea
saw considerable interaction between existing polities, and incoming Anglian- or
Scandinavian-influenced elites; the lack of documentation has, however, been seen as a

significant obstacle to describing and explaining the dynamic and changing society that

subsequently developed.



Rather than assume that early medieval ideological investment cannot be given a political
context, the reverse approach is taken in this study. It is argued that regional strategies of

investment in Christianity can provide an indication of the changing political landscape

within this maritime zone.

THE IRISH SEA PROVINCE, THE CELTIC WEST, AND THE CELTIC CHURCH

Past studies, mapping archaeological attributes from prehistory into the early medieval
period, have led to the recognition that maritime contact would have played a major role in
the development of neighbouring communities (Davies 1946; Bowen 1970; Carver 1990;
Cunliffe 2001a; 2001b). Commonalities and links within western Britain and the Irish Sea
area have frequently led to a perceived cultural homogeneity, particularly within the early
medieval ‘Celtic West’, leading to descriptions of a ‘wide reaching Celtic thalassocracy
extending from Dalriada to Brittany’ (Bowen 1970, 13). Shared aspects of society and

religion have formed the focus of numerous studies (Bowen 1944; Chadwick 1970), and are

often contrasted with Germanic, Anglo-Saxon England to the east.

Christianity within this area has therefore frequently been placed under the descriptive
umbrella of the ‘Celtic church’. Like the generic labelling of the ‘Celtic west’, this term has
come under considerable reassessment, criticised as a monolithic concept applied to an area
where Christian practice, like the rest of society, was in fact highly varied (Hughes 1981;
Davies 1982; 1983, 68; Edwards 1990, 100). Although there is a general consensus that the
term is unhelpful, however, it is still frequently employed to distinguish between Anglo-

Saxon Christianity, and ecclesiastical activity to the west.

The dichotomy between Celtic West and Anglo-Saxon East i1s oversimplistic, and some
scholars have countered arguments over ‘Celtic church’ terminology by attempting to
diminish differences between Christian practice in the west and east (Fletcher 1997, 92).
Whilst breaking down arbitrary barriers, however, to take such as stance can be equally
problematic, as it glosses over, rather than explains, variation in ecclesiastical practice.
Western Britain comprised a patchwork of small polities or kingdoms in the early medieval
period (Higham 1986, 235-256; 1992a, 218), and to assume that each would have adopted
Christianity in the same way is to ignore the diverse nature of society at this time, and the
range of political and ideological strategies that were possible (Carver 2003, 7). It is these

differences that are sought in this thesis, focussing in particular on the northern Irish Sea

region.



THE STUDY AREA

The study area encompasses four main regions: Counties Down and Antrim, Dumfries and

Galloway, Cumbria and the Isle of Man (figure 1.1). As part of the ‘Irish Sea province’

these areas form a maritime zone, bounded by areas of higher land to the north and east, and

by major waterways to the west.
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Figure 1.1: The study area




Although some studies have approached the Irish Sea zone and the Celtic West as coherent
entities (Bowen 1944; Alcock 1970; Moore 1970; Griffiths 1991), the four regions within the
study area are more often considered as discrete areas, studied separately in county- or
country-wide surveys. While comparison is often made between early medieval activity in
Scotland, England and Ireland, much less attention has been paid to the actual levels and
types of interaction that occurred between these areas, and so such ‘zones of interaction’ are

not well understood. For this reason, a single contiguous area, albeit with a major maritime

component, has been chosen for study.

If the landscape of this maritime region is considered, it can be seen that the natural
topography results in a number of shared features and characteristics. The treatment of these

regions as distinct entities appears, therefore, to be borne out of the divisions and ‘land-

based’ perceptions of modern society, rather than inherent differences (Morrison 1991, 3).

The underlying geology of the region exhibits a strong northeast-southwest axis; the solid
geology of Galloway is shared to a large extent by County Down and the Isle of Man, while

the mudstones and sandstones of Cumbria and Dumfriesshire also follow the same alignment

(figure 1.2).

Figure 1.2: Geology of the study area (Geological Survey 1969)



Geological events and subsequent glaciations have resulted in similar characteristics across
much of the area (Vincent 1985, 8; Aalen, Whelan and Stout 1997, 7; Dackombe and
McCarroll 1990; McKerrow ef al 2000; Chadwick et al 2001, 3). The Isle of Man, Cumbria
and southwest Scotland are all characterised by a mountainous core, skirted by rolling hills
and coastal lowlands; Counties Down and Antrim have coastal uplands (formed by later
volcanic intrusions), surrounding central lowlands and loughs (figure 1.3). Frequently, these
areas are intervisible. The distinctive profile of the Isle of Man can be recognised from
Scotland, Ireland and England, whilst the proximity of southwest Scotland to Ireland means
that the two coasts are clearly intervisible (weather permitting). The Cumbrian horizon,
dominated by the central dome of the Lake District, can often be seen from the Isle of Man
and southwest Scotland (¢f Watson 2004). This intervisibility can contribute strongly to a

sense of closeness, and a feeling of being within a maritime region.

Further shared attributes, in terms of topography, transport and land use, may have added to

this perception. Similar glacial features occur across the whole area; deposits of glacial drift
in the valleys and coastal plains have frequently been moulded into rounded hills or
drumlins, which form a major feature of the landscape of County Down (Aalen 1978, 23;
Aalen, Whelan and Stout 1997, 8), as well as being visible on the Manx Plain of Malew
(McCarroll 1990, 43; Chiverrell 2002, 2) and in southwest Scotland, around Wigtownshire
(Morrison 1991, 10). Such features, found on either side of the Irish Sea, would have made
these familiar landscapes to those who travelled between them, providing a ‘feeling of being

1n the Irish Sea province’ (Morrison 1991, 10), further emphasised by the ease with which

populations could move across the sea.

Shared geological histories and climates may have resulted in similar land use and economy
within these areas. The very broad dating parameters applied to pollen diagrams, and strong
regional variation in vegetation history and land use, make detailed description difficult, but
broad statements can be made (Dumayne-Peaty 1999). The upland and generally poorer
soils mean that early medieval landscapes across the study area are believed to have been
characterised by a predominantly pastoral economy, allowing sustained clearance of large
areas of woodland (McCormick 1983; Aalen, Whelan and Stout 1997, 26). Limited arable
farming would have occurred on areas of higher quality, better-drained land, most notably
around Carlisle and the Eden valley (Cumbria), Stranraer (Galloway), Lecale and Newry
(County Down), and some limited areas of northemn Antrim (McCarthy 2000, 131: 2002,
359, 367; Aalen 1978, 27; Aalen, Whelan and Stout 1997, 18).
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Natural environment may also have affected the way that populations moved around this
area. Although overland routes would have provided access through the uplands of
southwest Scotland and Cumbria, and across much of Ireland (Wamer 1976), transport by
water was of prime importance to early medieval populations, and the time taken to travel
between coastal locations by boat would often have made them significantly ‘closer’ to those
the same distance away over land (¢f Carver 1990). Documentary references attest to the
importance of maritime transport; Adomnan and the Iona Annals, for example, refer to over

90 voyages made by sea during the sixth and seventh centuries (McCarthy 2002, 361).

This summary is not intended to demonstrate that the study area is a purely homogenous
region; nor is it to take the environmentally determinist view that societies will have been the
same across the area. Instead, these observations serve to emphasise that the sea would not
necessarily have represented a boundary during the early medieval period; the landscapes on
either side of the Irish Sea would have been accessible, and in many ways familiar, to

populations throughout the area. Communities clearly could, and did interact with some

frequency. The nature of this interaction, however, will not have been dictated by the
landscape alone, and the degree to which communities invested in similar forms of ideology

will have been affected by a range of social, economic and political factors.

Using the premise that ideology formed an integral part of society, the highly visible media
of Christian investment are used to explore th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>