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THINRKING THROUGH FOOTRALL HOOL TGANISEM,

S.1: INTRODUCTION TO PART ONE.

The overall aim of this work is to uncover, describe and analyse
the phenomenon of scccer hooliganism both as 1t appears and in the

way that it presents itself to CcONsSCIOoUENESS.

Put why "think through® foeotball hooliganism at all? Surely
auwite enouwgh has already been Eaid and written about this highly
publicised form of public disorder? Already there have been
psychological, sociological, socio-psychological, historical and
media study accounts - to sau nothing of numerous articles and
newsreports in the popular media. Upon the basis of their
digtinctive ways of setting up and relating to this phenomenon,
these accounts have produced various types of policy-orientated
reactions and explanations in terms of psychological immaturity,

the alienation of traditional working class fans from "their club”
In an age of consumer capitalism, ritualised aggression, the

expression of a traditional male working class form of territorial
localism and finally as the outcome of and subsequent reaction to

the "labelling” of fans and "moral panic” of the media. In all

honesty, what more is there to say? Why has not the author tackled
an area of crime that has yet to be so fully documented?

This study is not primarily concerned with adding to the eaver
Pscalating and odd academic enterprise of rev%mwing reviews of
reviews from pre-conceived standpoints upon standpoints about such
standpoints etc., whicﬁ1tﬁeméelveéﬂrarels addrese the possibility-
Conditions of that which they theorise about. A brief glance down

the booklist of this research will confirm that there is currently

l‘llh_ . .



no shortage of studies which concern themselves with the rehashing
of all that whickh has been previously written about both
phenomenology and soccer violence. What, in the face of all. this,

WOULD truly be an achievement is the APPLIED phenomenological

explication of the phenomenon itself.

Undoubtedly the purported explanations mentioned above have,

taken as a wholey responded  to the problematic presence of

something our culture understands as hooliganiam in such a8 way as

to explain this "something” in terms of the presence of something
else. Only for as long as we understand research purely in terms
of this causal-explanatory manner and policy-reactive mode, can

this area be said to be unquestionably well researched. It is on

this implicit basis that there appears little Jjustification forﬂget
anocther study of football hooliganism. PBut are the possibilities
Of academic research exhausted by the 5efting Lwp and responding to
the established presence of phenomena "out there" in the real world

In line with the dictates of established disciplines?
The title of this study summarises a foundational project in

that both the thinking and the object "thought through" are brought
together. It is a major contention of phenomenology -~ the method

of our foundational research — that ail the activities of
consc?ausness and experience are intimately connected to an
ex#erien:ed object or "phenomenon”y so that all experience is
experience OF some thematic object meant and meént in a distinctive
manner. Thus prior to the questions "Why is there fontbail
hooliganism"?, and "What should be done about i1t?"y is a more
fundamental or "foundational® problematic?! one which precedes
eXplanation and addresses the Possibility~conditions for the

cultural presence of both the phenomenon and our accepted ways of
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In this céntemt, the expression "foundational" signifies the
disclosure of a layer of tupically pre-thematic - and hence unseen
~ cultuwral operations. These operations demarcate, sustain and
Projéct the intelligible structure of normality only against which
certain activities and attitudes can subsequently become thematic
AS '"social problems", "deviance" etc. The continual constitution
and reiteration of these intelligible structures pre—determine WHAT
MUST be experienced IF this experience i1s T0O Bt that of
hooliganism,

Such constitution occurs through & nexus of various
"presentational modes" including imaginations anticipationy
perception, signification and recollection. Each one presents to
consciousness a sense of hocliganism but in its own distinctive
mannegr that leaves a stamp upon the meaning 1tself. IDecause the
total euperienced presence of a sense of soccer violence is
constituted in and throuwgh a nexus of these modes, &.9. part
imagined, part anticipated, part recalled from others’
significations etc.y the question "WHAT hooliganism is experienced
AS"? leads on to anothert "HOW is its presence as X, Y and 2Z
constituted as such"?

Since these meanings and manners of constitution are always
directed towards a living intersubjectivity FOR WHOM there are
certain events meant as hooliganism through a nexus of these
Presentations, & third foundational layer can be explicated: "How
15 our mode of existing as living subjectivities discloszed in the
experiencing of soccer violence"? This line of foundational
uestioning addresses how for example, each act of anticipating
truuﬁle at football matches discloses from within itself an
anticipating “subject". This shows itself to be an operative

series of concerns, habitualities, interestey convictions and
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F‘Praétical comportments towards the social world which surroupds it.
In shorty, foundational research addresses those questions
relating to WHAT is it that is being experienced AS hooliganism?
In WHAT SENSE is it currently being experienced as & problem? HOW
1 this interpretation conatituted and sustained? And upon thé
basis of WHICH series of INTERES8TS, CONCERNS and PRACTICAL
COMPORTMENTS TOWARDS THE SOCIAL WORLD? Once research ié understood
in these foundational terms, an infinite horizon of research
possibilities opens up. Virtually the whole fleld currently

inhabited by causal-explanatory modes of criminologw and the

sDCiology of deviance - including that of soccer violence - becomes
once again "virgin territory'.

Too often though studies in this phenomenological tradition have
been ane-sided. At one extreme some have been content with purely
theoretical debate and inquiries concerning method. At the other
extreme, much descriptive phenomenclogy has occurred in the form of
ethnographic and participant observation accounts of crime in
general and hooliganism in particular with little theoretical
Justification of the method which is being applied or reflected
uponj (cf. Marsh, 1977, 1978). ‘Hhat iz needed to remedy this one-
Sldedness is an empirically orientated but theoretically informed
mode of foundational analysis.

Accordingly the follpwing study is divided into three parts
which correspond to the three stages of this foundational
orientation towards huoligaﬁiﬁm’s what, hoﬁ and for-whom
structures. Since theory helps produce the results, or at least
allows some data to present itself and not others, each part
contqins'a theoretical inveatigatian which is then i{llustrated
concretely through specific empirical accounts. The three 5fages -
noematic ("whatness")y, noetic (Yhowness") and egological ("fopr-
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whomness" )y build upon one another. Together they add up to one
single foundational method of thinking ANY TOPIC in terms of what
1ts whatness, howness and for whomness. Yet the PARTICULAR object
Under study is the experience of football hoocliganism, sO the test
for the method will lie in the Elaritg, depth and coherence it
Produces in our comprehension of this experience. Againy the
cuncréte empirical studies depend upon Eafh other as much as the
theoretical investigations and any truth assembled lies in the
whole.

The empirical evidence gathered for the applied aspect of this
investigation has been qerived partly from & period of
(non)participant observation work carried out between 1980 and 1985
with soccer fans following Chelsea, Portsmouth, Sheffield United
and Millwall football clubs. Other empirical sources have been
formal and informal interviews with affected parties such as
Publicansy shopkeepers, supporters’ clubsy police officers and
court clerks. Also reports in local and national news media,
Pparliamentary debatesy articles and books have been examined.
Throughout this period I have also attended and monitored
magistrates’ court hearings in Portsmouth, Rotherham and
Birminghamj (for a detailed listing of both see Appendix 1).

Such & broad sweep has been required because the constituted
noematic meaning of hooliganism which both defines its whatness and
1 the target of this part of the researchy is itself exemplified
across a whole range of social groups and institutions.

The gathering of this evidence did not aim to follow those
dictates of quantitative research distilled in positivistic
handbooks on how to carry out such social "sclientific" research.
Betause the goal of this research is to ground itself at the prior
level of qualitative distinctions and determinatiqns of meaning, no
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effdrt was made to emulate the exact method possible in
mathematical physics. The use of questionnaires to set up in
advance the "issue" of hooliganism in essentially quantifiable
termsy would have necessafilg étipulated by'fiat that which was
sought to be ascertained - the founding level of meaning and acts
of meaning-determinationy {(cf. Marsh 1978, p.l1l41).

For reasons dictétad by the scientific imperative of
foundational research to be adequate to the cultural nature of the
phenomenony my research has taken the form of & progressive
gathering of cultural determinations - determinations whose
character is typically glossed over by the transforming standpoints
mentioned above. Nevertheless this gathering and ite analysis have
followed certain rules. Games were selected on their perceived
potential for violence based upon past clashesy the importance of
the game to fans® "reputations"', police warnings of possible
trouble and so on. No points are advanced unless they have
appeared &g common to a number of pecoples’ perceptions of
hooliganism’s significance-for—them, and thus as part of the
"common stock” of cultural typifications. Indeed for svery one
auotation used to illustrate an aspect of the phenomenony another
dozen or s0 couwld have been added. Therefore although some
Millwall fans and their victims feature prominently along with
those from South Yorkshirey, I have no reason to believe that theirp
sense of soccer violence is specific to these fans. In fact, my
subsequent research into other studies by Murvay (1977), Marsh
(1975, 1978), The Social Science Research Council (1978), Dunning

(1982) and Williams et al, (1984) havey at the level of meaning,

largely confirmed my own findings. In any event it should nouw be
Clear that the project is not a purely factual study pf

hooliganism's observable and material reality seeking to generalice
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and derive lawful causal connections from & “"representative data-
base".

The events and characters described do not necessarily portray
any hypothetical "average" and "normal' occurrences and crowd
interactions in and around soccer matches. Thankfully soccer
violence is more the ewception thaﬁrthg rule. Instead what is
claimed is that within the aspects examined, this empirical account
does capturey describe and analyse the significant character of
these exceptional events®! common experience - what they arey, in the
author’s experience experienced AS. For exampley in the
explication of "hogliganism as a commercial problem", its perceived
"efferts” - decline in attendances, loss of revenue etc. - appear
as themselves contributing to the percelived "causes', (Such a
reversal of "cause" and "effect" presents i1tself as a further
Justification for the decision not to follow the line of
Questioning of criminological positivism Tor whom "cause' is always
projJected as prior to and somehow more primordial than "effect®).

Despite this extensive observational field-researchy at no point
18 there offered a comprehensive commonsensical description of
"what it is like” to mundanely experience soccer violence. Other
writers such as Murray and jounalists such as Prian Lacey have met
this need well enough - but upon the basis of a taken-for-granted
understanding of what hooliganism is, how and for-whom its

"whatness" presents and reiterates itself. Indeed this research

has used theiry my own and others’® "stories" throughout as

exemplifications of certain structural aspects of experienced crime

FEr se. Yet the crucial point is that this text aims to supply the

foundations and POssibility—~conditions for these anecdotal
eercises whichy by virtue of their very anecdotal and

commonsensical form, they necessarily gloss over.
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e sty s acurely agare that this conceryn For the
Foundatiang and possibility-conditions for preé-reflective
euperience will leave this study valnerabiszs o simalifanedus Charges
af being both under and overdescoriptive.

Underdescriptive (n the aenee that the conorate experiliences of
he intervieweses and those of € me author are not o plioated fon

their ocuwun sake as "real 1ifte stories' concevyning el bher what 1t

"feels like" to be an actual or potential victim or vicivimiser.

3

Zuwch an expectation ie reasonable enough Tor a texwt which consyders
the CONSTITUTED CONTENTS of the comnon sense eqpeariencs of violent
crimes it iw quite inapPrapriate for one which attempts to address
from within the experiential realm, the possibility-conditions for
the cultural constitution of that eMperlience. Foy foundational
studies such concrete and factual contents are essentially trivial,
tllustrative and contingent) while the revelation of their evident
grounds ~ the meant-structure of hooliganism’s meaning, the
anticipatory structure of its presentation through anticipation,
etcs - are essential and true.

On the other hand, this study may appear overdescriptive insofar
as 1t lacks any concern for explaining the real activities meant in
varimué wayes for certain cultural "subjects" as hooliganism. It is
as 1f the description of the consciousness of soccer violence in
terms of pre-constituted and constituting intersublectivity.
displaces an "obdective" euplanatory analusis of that brute
material reality which we ARE conscious of in situations of real
CrAuwd disorder.

In response to both possible obgectionesy I can only re-emphasies
that the problematic of this sty Gy 1s o systematically account for
and 1llustrate the lived-ewperience of soccer violence in *}t,tsﬁ'}“n‘m% (o f

this experience’s whaty how and for-whom structures.  WITHOUT SUCH
&
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AN ACCOUNT ALL DESCRIPTIVE-EXPERIENTIAL AND CAUSAL-EXPLANATORY
STUDIES ACHIEVE THEIR MUCH-VAUNTED "CONCRETENESS" AT THE EXPENSE OF
GLOSSING OVER THE INTERSURJECTIVE PRESENCING OF THE PHENOMONON TO
INTERSUBJECTIVE AWARENESS. . ,‘§~

Another possible misunderstanding of this project concerns
history. In the second and third parts the reader is asked to -
reflect upon temporality as the form of &ll forms of hooliganism’®s
meaning(s), presentation and sublject—comportments) yet nmwﬁera 1S A
straightforward history of hooliganism offered. Undoubtedly this
must seem perverse to common seﬁsei yet a factual linear history of
incidents is NOT given precisely because this interpretative system
projects hooliganism as a series of real incidents and activities
in a matter-of—-fact material worldsy whilst & factual history
Presupposes a "historical" recuperation of the sense of haoliganism
only on whose changing basis can we "have" a series of matter-of-
fact and "obviously real! incidents.

Although this literature is referred to and referenced
throughout this study, no "eritical review" is offered. This is
because foundational research is more interested in the "first
order" phenomenon of hooliganism than what various writers from
assorted concealed "second order® sta%dpnintﬁ, theorise AROUT each
others’ theories. Undoubtedly a complementary study could - and
should - be written of the way in which a certain sense of soccer
violence is constituted, diéparted and communally reiterated
through all that is publically said and written about the
Phenomenon by government reports, S.8.R.C. studies, TV
documentaries, Jjournalists, Ministers of Sport etc.

In fact certain linguistic aspects of the phenomenon are in fact
EHPlicated below in relation to the way in which the articulated

recullectipn of violence opens up and holds together a distinctive
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"world" of soccer violence and members®’® hierachical status within
1t. While this explication has concentrated primarily upon the

articulated recollections of fighting gangs and their victimsg -
since signification presupposes a prior intuitive understanding of
what it is that is being talked about - there is indeed scope for
subseaquent research to continue and extend this linguistic aspect

into less immediate cultural realms.

To realise the foundational aim of this work requires certain
methodological prerequisites. These include the systematic removal
:uf those standpoints that block access to and distort the
Phenomenon’s appearancey and which prevent even a preliminary
(noematic) analysis of hooliganism in terms of its "whatness". The
works of Taylor and Marsh cany for exampley, be studied not for
their intrinsic value but as illustrations of the way in which
soclalist and liberal policy standpoints can transform not only the
response to hooliganism but the awareness of the phenamenon itself
in line with these standpoints® distinctive characteristics. These
standpoints upon hooliganism result not in the phenomenon itself,
but in its transformation in line with their distinctive dictates,
€.9. those of common sense, common sense language, policy interests
and positivist versions of science.

Accordingly sections twoy, three, four and five uncover and
describé the con;ealea operation of these transforming standpoints.
Since such a disclosure is &uite impossible from within these self-
Justifying realms, their suspension is entailed both in order to
reveal the operation of such standpointsy, and to allow ocur analysis
to break through them towards the Pphenomenon of hooliganism iteself.

At this point perceptive readers will have already realised that

many difficult demands are about to be made upon them which entail

a reversal of habitual standpoints and mundane ways of being-aware
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of théih experiﬁnﬁe. Since their need and justification can only
appear AFTER these reversals ﬁave been performed, these demands to
gn against the accustomed grain may initially appear unreasonable
as well as difficult.

What may add to this sense of suspicion cmncerné a astule of
language use and series of technical expressions which refuse to go
along with the flow of commonsensical understanding., Such
understanding continuously accomplishes and sustains the closure oOf
thoughtful questioning concerning the whaty how and for—-whom
stru&ture of the phenomenon. That this use reflects something
essential -about the foundational aquest 1tself 1s apparent from the
way all seminal writers within phenomenology — writers whose non-
Phenomenological works often display great lucidity and
straightforward clarity - have been forced by the weight of the
opposition to sustained phenomenological reflectiony to struggle
hoth in and against the mundane glossing of everyday language.

Unce more I would invite the reader to experiment in order to
g9ain a first hand sense of this difficulty by attempting to compare
mundane and reflective levels. Namely, the results of explicating
WHAT they anticipate when they experience the threat of soccer *
violence as diﬁtinctkfrom the articulation in everyday language of
HOW anticipation presents a sense of such violenceys or the CONTENTS
and FORM of this sense qua sensey or how we nurselves ARE in this
anticipatory esxperiencing.

What only adds to this problem of lanéuage i that the very
development of such a reflectivw'underﬁtanding against the
superficial grain of common sense, itself unfolds in and through

language. Yet if we attempt to by—pass the progressive development

of such understanding and merely sumnmarise the "results” - as has

been done in the conclusion of thig study -~ no amount of stylistic
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refinement can substitutehfnr the sustematic thinking upon the

grounds of experience that underscore thelr intelligibility—-for-
consciousness., For essential reasons examined below, common sense
language lacks expressions for those levels aof phenomenological
evidence which it glosses over and suppresses. There are for
example, no adequate words to characterise the meant natuwre of the
phenomenon of soccer violencey the intersubjective acte of
consciousness and culture throuagh whiéh this sense is selectively
draun from & living tradition, animatéd with contents in an
extended presence within the fleeting present and then
progressively depuaited back into that culture.

As a result the technical expressions "noema”/"noematic”,
"noesis"/"noetic", "de-sedimentation”, ‘apperception”,
"enpresentation” and "sedimentation" respectivelyy have had to be
deployed. Inevitably these terms could present yet further
Problems of interpretation which the inclusion of & glossary at the
end of this text can only partly alleviate. In short the
difficulties in language have their basis not in the idiosyncracies
of phenomenological writers - including the author - but in the
real difficulties in substance which their reflexive writings
uniquely take as truly problematic and thematic in their own right.

Neverthelessy, patiently battling through the trail of the
following empiricél and theoretical accounts will deliver certain
Paossibilities. Namely opportunities for developing both a
Peculiarly reflective awareness of that which we ourselves are when
ue are engaged in the experiencing of our lives, and generalisable
skille and strategies for becoming so aware. This is especially
trug if readers can thenldevelmp from phenomenological evidencey

results and findings that supersede both my own and that of my

reading of the phenomenological tradition.
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While this indeed may be experienced as a "reward", it could
equally be interpreted as the substitution of & "phenomenolagy of
the self" in place of a phenomencology of soccer violence. Yet this
interpretation is sustainable only for as long as the significance
of interpreted inci&entg are divorced from their constitution as
such ing thrmuéh and for an interpreting intersubjectively embodied
self., One with all its cultural web of relevancy criteria,
topicality, selective concerns etc.y which mediate our awareness of

entitiesy actions and others.
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Ancther difficulty aireader may face relates to the use of
phenomenoloagical theory. The organisation and character of the
questions which this study addresses derive from a broad,
argumentative and conflicting tradition. One which includes Hegel,
Nietrschey Husserl, Heideggers Merleau-Ponty and Ricoueur. It cannot
be overstressed that the author’s highly selective appropriation of
this broad phenomenological tradition in the formulation of iaﬁués
and for comparision, authority and reference, does not claim to be a
simple and uncontroversial duplication of a unitary "school of
thouwght". Of necessity it is an APPLIED interpretétimn that aims fD
gain & certain unity of sense from & conflicting and stil] evolving
theoretical tradition. As a result a reader who is expecting yet
another study about the phenomenological movement in which Husserl 18
set explicitly againgt Heidegger who is then contrasted with Hegel
€etC.y will be disappointed. What follows 18 not & programmatic
investigation about the POSSIPELE application of certain
Phenomenological texts to criminology in particular or to the social
SClences in general.

Accordingly the reader will not be diverted away from the
Phenomenon of hooliganism towards the author’s reasons for giving
Preference to say Heidegger’s account of pre-understanding in
experience, to that given by Hugserl. This however is not to decry
the project of providing an author by author account of the relevance
and usefulness of particular phenomenologies for studies of crime and
Criminalisationy it is rather to emphasise that this exegesis would
be quite another kind of study altogether - a study of criminological
and phenomenological theories qua theoriesy in which thesis is set
Upon antithesisy pros weighed against cons etc.

Iﬁstead what follows aims to awaken in the readers’ reflection,

the shock of re-cognition concerning levels of lived=-through but
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glossed over experiences in such a way that readers could then be
able to compare critrcally their euperience of sad, the threat of
crime / violence with the account which is offered below. Here
readers would themselves be performing a version of
phenomenological reflection within the enhanced self-consciousness
which 1t presupposes. Then and only then, would they be able to
truly understand and appreciate the debates within the evolving
historical problematic of phenomenclogy itself.

This does not mean that the author is auite unawvare of, and
unresponsive toy both internal and external critiques of this
tradition. That Habermas, Adornos Derrida and others have
subjected it to criticisms upon the basis of a quasi-Hegelian,
quasi-Marxist and other perspectives. Indeed the selection and
emphasis precisely reflects the force of some of their objections.
Thus a "disciple" of the early Husserl could perhaps find my
thearetical appropriation of Husserl overly Hegelian and
existential. Equally, others working within the Nietzschean /
Foucaultian tradition would perhaps dismiss my Feading since 1t
aPParently entails the idea of a "unitary subjectivity" for whom
there is something meant as hooliganism through different modes of
cultural constitution. Whatever the strategic advantages of
"getting one’s retaliation in first" against such theoretical
Critiques by way of extensive and anticipatory "pre-emptory
8trikes", I have chosen to leave the defence of my theoretical
reading until any informed criticiesms of it have actually been
made, Again this serves the task of avoiding diversions for the
reador,

Operating as its does within the phenomenological tradition,
this study cannot "prave’ this or that causal "explanation” of the

Fresence of hooliganism, what it can do is to SHOW to the reader

15

MM

il ey ey - H e o ea Ak by el By, ECwL TR . e



"""*-l-l R N S e T, R, :»gurls.. ﬁ"w‘-ﬁﬁ*“\ﬁ -.‘h"‘”j'l'l.hﬂi-.t t !’." 1-L

Mmmj.. é | 1 "

LA A N | M]'ﬁr‘t'\r' h "'-"-:"'-—-—'T 1.. b
R N e e S VAN
g .. -'”‘*lin:-_n "‘y't._\,’ll !‘\'“l.'.'ﬂ __gt‘ W :...t')\

foundations of that which orthndoﬁ criminology seeks to explain. In
this sense the reader is invited to enter into the systematic and
many—lagered rigours of becoming fully aware of our consciousness of
experienced crime. Thus debate befween initiates has had to be
sacrificed for the sake of initiating thé reader into a position
where such a debate COULD become truly meaningful. |

Having said all this, the author is quite aware that this
selective interpretation of what it means to carry out applied
phenomenological research is in maﬁs ways original and hence highly
controversial within phenomenology itself. To those unsympathetic to
Nietzsche and Hegel, the emphasis uwpon struggles for "recognition" of
one’s reputation, and the vindication / intensification of one’s form
of life and may appear tao he read INTO rather than QUT of the
phenomenon. As an interpretation it arguably stands on its own
ground quite independent of the experience of soccer violence,
criminology or whatever, Put then of course the JUSTIFICATION
THROUGH RATIONAL ARGUMENT for the original basis of selection from
within the rich resources of phenomenclogical writings would be a
Progject in its own right. Nevertheless to the extent that the
following account of the euperience of soccer vicolence finally
achieves a level of coherence and evident truths the theoretetical
decisions which underscored my interpretation of these writings would
be partly vindicated - at least prima facie. The application of an
incoherent set of questions. cannot consistently produce a sensible
set mf ANsSWers.,

But it must not be thought from what has been stated so far that
theorising as such is rejected, or that epistemological questions
about how can we be sure aﬁout what we think we know is truly known
are discounted; or that theories about spccer violence have been

relegated to a "lower division” in relation to an account based UpPonN
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immediate experiences., Indeed our analuysis of common sense seeks to
reveal how this most overtly untheoretical attunement is in fact a
low level and unreflexive form of applied metaphuics insofar as it

has already decided upon the nature and purpose of social reality.

As far as this study is concerned it is not & case of trading pure
thaur; against atheoretical practicey pure against appliedi but
rather of inhibiting and delving through these mutually excluding
dichomomies into the cultural dunamics within our consciousness of
hooliganism which conatitute this as "practical” and that as
"theoretical",.

We do not "reject" the ascriptions of common sense vis a vig the
propriety of their contentsy it is their counter-reflexivity which is
struggled against. This struggle occurs not from the position of a
disembodied spectator consciousness of the ideally neutral observer)
but from inside a merely human - and therefore thoroughly imnmersed -
consclousness swimming against its own tide for some heightened
degree of reflexive consciousness of socoer violence.

This does indeed involve vast areas of naivete in that common
sense 1s never fully eradicated and a fully refledive "absolute
knowledge" instituted. At every stage of the explication of soccer
violence which this text contains one could ~ from the assumed
Position of total reflexivity ~ demand a certain simultanecus
rhenomenological description. Namely of those ways in which
different aspects of the experience legitimate themselves through
intuitive self-evidence. In other words,. when describing the
experience of anticipated violence in terms of the ways in which 1
Saw onlookers glancing anxiously arouncd themy, avoiding sitting near
Windows etc.y I could a}ﬁa have described the experiences of securing
the cognitive possession of these aspects as most surely those of

threatened violence. VYet on this side of absolute knowledge there
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are limits to what can at any one time be thematic within the fluy of
lived-experience.

At any one time not everuthing can be .problematicy every theme
only stands out as such upon the basis of a pre—thematic horizon.
Again 1t is crucial not to confuse the effort of this research to
inhibit the total unreflexivity of common sense’s routine operation,

with the idea that its hold can be completely left behind like a

snake loses its skin. The practice of phenomenological reflection is
not an explosion of light which instantly dispels all darkness and
pre-conceptionsy it is rather the illumination of darkness and pre-
conceptions as such.

Thaty even after the suspension of mundane policy interests, this
quest is bound up withy and a very minor moment ofy the intellectual
adventure of the West in its search for social and int911&ctual gelf-
determination, is undoubtedly true. Eaually tvua”{ﬁ Husserl’ s claim
IN hig "Crisia” text (1934/770) that this adventure contains universal
elements in relation to the potential rational humanity of human
society since the capacity for self-consciousness is what is
definitive of the human. For present puwrposes, phenomenological
theory offers some helpful devices for access to such reflexivity and
even some highly general cutlines of modes OFf CONSCIoUsENESS Per G, y
but little or no contents.

Thus this study is written for those who are looking for an
APPLIED study - but one which is not geared to imnmediate policy
Peraspectives — IN the phenomenological tradition AROUT a highlu
topical phenomenon. One which illustrates both this tradition’s and
the phenomenon’s power to inspire thoughtful and systematic
reflection upon concrete experience. Insofar as the author is
seeking an intelligible and feasible way of working through the

various layers of the intersubjective euperience of hooliganism in

. 18 .
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particular and experience per se., this study will refer to OUR
experilience., Such a use could create the impression that 1 am,
without warrant, generalising and projecting my own highly particular
experiences. Yet the initial assumption that these experiences are
indeed merely fhmse of a pre-social and "boxed-in" private
subjectivity ro which one has some exclusive access is equally
questionable. In this regard the reader i1s asked to bear with the
text until Part Three where the social nature of the subject for whom
there is X meant as soccer violence is more fully explicated.

The sense in which this text refers to "our" is intended to be
neither dogmatic nor assertive, o much as questioning. Tt i1ea meant
more in terms of “don’t you also experience the threat or reality of
hmbliganiﬁm throuagh the structural modes which I Hava tried to
explicate"? In this sense "our" 1s wsed in a similar way to that
employed by a guide who offers an interpretation of a scene or
painting, without legislating in advance for the readers’ own
composition of the theme.

Pecavwse of this use of the author’s fivst hand experiences of
soccer violence to illustrate certain aspects of the phenomenon, it
wowld be an understandable mistake for the reader to see this study
as purely anecdotal and thus strictly limited to the peculiarities
and contingencies of his biographical situation. On this basis it
would be possible to doubt whether anuything more universal - and
hence essential - was in truth being stated.

Although this reading would be understandable ~ especially given
the way conventional criminological studies rarely integrate
theoretical and empirical/experientia<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>