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Preface

The bases of the present dissertation from the
point of view of the sources are historical and biographical.
The study of the people .Of al-Qayrawan, which is largely depend-
ant on the study of the Tabagit, has been carried out with
a view to discovering as much as possible about how people
lived and earned their livelihood. Against this background

the question of the numerical size of the population has.

been considered.

Work on this dissertation has involved spending

inter alia four months in North Africa in 1974. This took

me to Egypt, Tunisia, and Morocco, Most of that time was

spent in Tunisia, where on the one hand I was looking for
the manuscripts relevant to al-Qayrawdn, and on the other
collecting material towards helping to establish the early
mediaeval plan of al-Qayrawin, At the same time I made the
facsimiles and took the photographs for the collection of
the monumental inscriptions which constitute part of the.

material for this work,

During my stay in al=-Qayrawdn and Tunis I tried to

meet every scholar connected with the study of al-Qayrawan,

although the subject of this work is not one which has so far
attracted attention, I visited most of the relevant public
and some of the private libraries containing manuscripts,

The Head of Jam‘iyyat $Siyinat Athidr al-Qayrawdn, Mr, Ibxrdhim
Shabbiih, was kind enough to show me the stages reached in

the several excavations in al-Qayrawdn, and the finds that

have been unearthed,

In Rabat, Mbrocco,I visited both the public ’

vi



vil

library (al-KhizZnah al-‘Ammah) and the Royal Library

(al-Maktabah al-Malakiyyah), which both contain thousands of

mediaeval manuscripts.

In.England-I have paid frequent visits to the
Oriental Room of the British Library and the Bodleian Library
in Oxford,

Towards the end of 1976, when my work was nearing

a conclusion, I heard of some Ibadite manuscripts preserved
in the Isle of Jerbah in Tunisia., I tried to obtain copies
of these by different means but all failed. I tried to use
the good offices of the Saudi Arabian Cultural Bureau in
London to obtain these copies, but in vain, and finally I
decided to go to Jerbah myself, After a brief stay in Tunis

(February 1977) I continued to Jerbah. The Masha’ikh of the
Ibadites in the Island were very kind and very helpful, but

one of the important manuécripts I was seeking had been taken
to Libya., I therefore made a further jourﬁey to Tripoli.in
order to photocopy this manuscript, travelling thereafter to
al-Qayrawdn for a week where I checked several points which

I had not covered on my former visit,

I have therefore been fortunate in being able to
examine most of the primary material relevant to the subject
of the present dissertation, although there 1is naturally
always the possibility that some unused manuscript sources

still exist in private libraries.
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INTRODUCT JON

The purpose of the present dissertation is to
present what can be discovered regarding the people of
al-Qayrawadn during the period A,H,47-296/A,D.667-909, includ-
ing the background against which they lived, and an examination
of the sources on which our knowledge depends,

This problem has been approached from two directions,
viz, from the point of view of historical demography, in order
to arrive at an approximation of the numerical size of the
population, and from the economic and social points of view,
in order to discover what can be known about the individual
citizens who lived in the city during its earliest period.

Our study is concerned with the first two and a
half centuries of the existence of al-Qayrawin, which was then
the Islamic capital of North Africa, This was the period which
saw the expansion of Muslim power into Spain and Sicily, and
the attempt to gain control of Italy and France. Neither
before nor since has the region been such a centre of political
and cultural influence. This period of North African history,
"la plus inconnue et la plus difficile & connaitre' in the
worxds of E.F, Gautier1 becomes less obscure when we turn from
the traditional presentations of Islamic history, which are
based on the chronicles, to the study of the histories of the
numerous individuals and families which are to be found in the
biographical dictionaries,

These provide us with a range and variety of infor-
mation which is greatly superior to that available for the

history of Christian Europe during the same period, although

! E.F., Gautier, Les Siecles Obscurs de L'Afrique du Nord

(Paris, 1927), p. 29,

<,y
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of course the biographical literature falls short of later
European records such as the parish registers and census
returns,

In general it can be said of Muslim demography that
therxe is hardly any subject more important for the understand-
ing of Arxab historyf or about which we know so little. It 1s
clear that for periods before the taking of censuses and the
universal registration of births, marriages, and deaths it
will never be possible to arrive at a numerical precision in
dealing with population history, but the attempt has been
made here to use new methods and known sources in a new way
to arrive at a cross-section of the society of al-Qayrawan
which may be held with some confidence to represent the whole,

utilizing the tabagdt literature and the epigraphical sourxces
in which al-Qayrawdn is richer than most other Islamic cities,

The dissertation falls broadly into four sections:
Chapters I and II (geographical and historical background);
Chapter III (aggregate population of the city); Chapters
IV-VIII (individual citizens), and Chapter IX (conclusions).

Chapter I (Vol. I) examines the geography of the city of

al-Qayrawdn and its region from the point of view of 1its
influence on the population, and assesses the possibilities of
recovering the original plan of the city. It also deals with
the question of the date of the foundation of the city.
Chapter II summarizes the sequence of political events of the
first two and a half centuries of the city!'s existence.
Chapter III deals with the early population of
al-Qayrawin from an aggregative point of view, and reviews the
various methods that have been employed by historical deno-
graphers in assessing the size of populations in the past; it

1 C. Issawl, "Economic History and the Middle East'" in
MESA Bull., 8, No, 1 (1970), pp. 2-4.
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then seeks to establish how far these are applicable in the
case of al-Qayrawdn, The chapter includes a graph which
compares the incidence of plague with the fluctuation of grain

prices against the death rate of the known citizens of

al-Qayrawan.

Chapter IV attempts to list and describe all the
sources of information on the citizens of al-Qayrawan during
its first two and a half centuries, and includes some dis-
cussion of sources of information, now lost, which may
possibly be rediscovered in the future,

Chapter V deals with the multifarious problemns

involved in the interpretation and use of the sources previously

discussed.,

Chapter VI lists every identifiable citizen of

al-Qayrawan known to have beenlliving'betweenA.D.667-909.

This is essentially an outline prosopography of early Qayrawanl
history, since the information which the lists contain,

together with the relevant notes, provide all the necessary
material for a full prosopography of the city. Annexed to

this volume (i.e., I) are facsiniles and edited texts of funerary
inscriptions which have provided source material for some of

the individuals in the 1lists. These include inscriptions

which have not previously been studied, and some coxrrections

to the texts already published.

{

Chapter VII (Vol., II) seeks to present various
analyses of the information assembled in the previous chapter,

Chapter VIII is concerned with the reconstitution of
families, i.ec., to reconstruct, as far back as possible, the
family relationships of individuals listed in Chapter VI,

In addition, a short history of each family is appended to
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the pedigree in so far as the necessary information can be
discovered and marshalled., This includes tracing the families?
fortunes in al-Qayrawan as well as their backgrounds, which
in some cases go back to the pre~Islamic era.

Chapter IX attempts to summarize the significant
conclusions to be drawn from the foregoing material.

There are two appendices to the dissertation:

Appendix I analyses the tribal affiliations of the
individuals listed in Chapter VIII,

Appendix II consists of maps: No. 1 is an aerial map of
al-Qayrawdn showing the area of the city as defined by the
walls of the seventeenth century A.D,; this area represents
a considerable contraction of the mediaeval walled city.

No. 2 1s a plan of the city on which all ascertainable
features of the first, second and third centuries A,H. have
been marked.,

No, 3 is a map of Ifriqiyd and the Maghrib showing
tribes of the area and the major trade routes which converged
on the city, with an inset plan of the suburbs of al-Qayrawan

and the surrounding settlements.
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Chapter 1

THE CITY

1 The Situation and the Foundation of al-QOavrawan

The word Qayrawdn is an Arabised Persian word ( l,,)

meaning caravan (gafilah) or a large company of travellers orx
merchants.1 The word occurs in pre-Islamic Arabic poetry,2 and
was given to several places in Ifriqiya during the Muslim cam-
paign., One of them was, of course, the Qayrawan of ‘Ugbah b,

Nafit', which was to play an important role in the history of

L D.N, MacKenzie, A Concise Pahlavi Dictionary (Oxford, 1971),
p. 41, For the elements of the word, see C., Bartholomae,
Altiranisches Worterbuch (Strasbourg, 1904), pp. 454, 455,

464; F. Steingass, Persian English Dictionary (London, 1930),

p. 1003, Muhammad b, ‘'Ali b, al-Shabbat al-Tdzari, Sharh
al-Qagidah al-Shuqratisiyyah (MS), fol. 128b, states that kdrwan
( ¢ ) in Persian means ''a group of people and caravan'" ( C,!»EH,
df}jl, U asles aw, L), He also quotes Ibn Qutaybah as saying
that al-Qayrawdn was originally Karwdn ( |,,1) in Persian, and
was then Arabisised .

Imru’ al-Qéys, Diwdn (Beirut, 1966), p. 160. In Arabic
usage the word gayrawan was used to mean first the company
( ésla)l; see Ibn al-Shabbit, fol. 128b) or the encampment,

and later the city itself; see Abhmad b. Yahyi al-Balddhurl,

Futih al-Buldin, ed. A. al-Tabbi*, vol, 3 (Beirut, 1957), p. 319,
He says, quoting al-Waqidi, that before ‘Ugbah ''no wall was

appointed over Ifriqiyi and it did not have a gayrawan Or a
uniting metropolis'" ( Lo Na o le o : a2 .51 s Jae o)
See also ‘Abd al-Ra al-ﬁsé::’iué’ﬁDl&%bk'gihﬂb ﬂ_a_'ari'!ﬁ, ai’-:-hlmﬁa“.ﬂ r
fi Ma‘rifat Ahl al=Qayrawan, vol, 1, ed, I, Shabbllhj (Cairo,
1968), p. 8, who states that the meaning of al-Qayrawan in
Arabic is disputed; some say it was the place where the people

and the army gathered; others that it was the place where the
army's baggage was deposited; others say it was the army itself

ol gl pdge oo 85 olydll bl (¢ el W (o alsly)
o (s Gleadl ey Shendl JI) s 5y Lol




the Islamic West. The other two Qayrawans were to the north
and the north-west of the present day Qayrawan,

The first of these was founded by Mu‘awiyah b.
Hudayj al-Kindi, the predecessor of ‘Ugbah b, Nafi‘' al-Fihri,
but it did not acquire any importance as:it was not verxry fgr

from the Berber strongholds, and it seems that he did not

intend it to be a permanent settlement for the Mluslims.1

The second of the Cayrawins was built by Abfi al-Muhdjir
Dinir (A. 2) (a client of the Angadr), .who seems to have thought
the site of the Qayrawdn of t‘Ugbah to be an unsuitable place
from.which to direct his policy towards his allies the Berbers.
As part of his campaign to win the support of the Berber chief-

tains, he therefore founded_his own Qayrawan in A.H.51/A.D,671

and shifted the people from ‘Ugbah!s Qayrawan to his own.2

The extent of the Berberst'! influence on the new city
is clear; it not only determined its site, but also in the
Berber form of the name given to it. ‘Abd al-Wahh3b clarifies
the statement of al-Nuwayril, who states that Tikayrawan was
the Berber name of al-Qayrawan,3 by explaining that the name
Tikayrawan is the equivalent of al-Qayrawdn in the Berxrber
language, ti being equivalent to the definite article al.

The site of the city of al-Qayrawdn was probably well

known to the Muslims before ‘Ugbah held command of the Muslim

“Mﬂ

' (Abd al-Rabmin b. ‘Abd Allih b, ‘Abd al-Hakam, Futiih Migr,
ed, C. Torrey (New Haven, Connecticut, 1922), p. 193,

2 'Mhﬁammad b, Abl al-Q3isim al~Ru‘aynl, Ibn Abi Dinar,

al-Mu’nis f£f1 Akhbar Ifrigiya wa Tlnis, ed. M. Shammam (Tunis,
A'H' 1387), p. 29.

3 Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhdb al-Nuwayrl, Nih3dyat al-‘Arab, vol,
22, pt. 2, ed. Jaspar Ropero (Madrid, 191 4), p. 12,

4 |1 4. ‘Abd al-Wahhib, Waragit ‘an_al-Hadarah al-Islamlyyah bi
Ifriqiyah_al-T@nisiyyah, vol. 1 (Tunis, 1972), p. 50. H, Mones
disagrees with him in this respect; see Eath al-'Arab
1il-Maghrib (Cairo, 1946), p. 154.




army. This is indicated by the fact that one of the mosques
of the city was built, according to al-Dabbagh,1 by ‘Abd
Alldh b, Sa‘'d b. Abl Sarh (or ‘Abd Alldh b. al-Zubayr), who
led a successful expedition into IfrIiqiya in A,H.27/A.D.648;
another indication of this is that the daughter of ‘*Abd All3dh
b. ‘Umar b. al-Khattab, who accompanied her father on the
expedition led by Mu‘awiyah b, Hudayj, was buried in the
cemetery of Quraysh (Bab Salm) in al-Qayrawin.z

The date at which al-Qayrawan was founded is widely

3

taken as AH.50/A.D.670, but a number of converging“lines of

evidence point to the exrroneousness of this date. In inves-

tigating the date of the foundation of al-Qayrawdn, we should
treat it in the context of the first period of ‘Ugbah b. Nafi‘

in North Africa. There are three different accounts of the

{

governorship of ‘Ugbah over Ifriqiya and the Maghrib, one

being Egyptian, the other two being Maghribil.

(a) The Egyptian tradition

This is provided by two authorities. They are Ibn
‘Abd al-Hakam and Al-Waqidi, and one cannot understand one part
without the other part. The essential facts are as follows:

(1) ‘Ugbah b, Nafi' was appointed.inA.H.46,4 and was

dismissed in A.H.51 .5

(ii) Al-Qayrawin was founded during ‘Ugbah b. ‘Amir's

governorship of Egypt and North Africa, an.d.al-WEqidi6

1 A1-pabbagh, vol. 1, p. 32,
2

Abmad b, Mubammad al-Tamimi Abfi al-‘Arab, Tabagdt ‘Ulama’
Ifriqiyd wa Tlnis, ed. A, al-Shabi, N, al-Yafi (Tunis, 1968),
P. 78,

3 €,A, Julien, History of North Africa, ed. C. Stewart, trans,
J. Petrie (London, 1970), p. 1; Jamil Abun-Nagr, A History
of the Maghrib (Cambridge, 1971), p. 68.

4 Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam, pp. 194-197,

> 1bid., p. 197.
6 Mubammad b, ‘Umar al-Waqidl, Futth Ifriqiys, fol. 1a, 1b,




4

attributes the building of al-Qayrawan to ‘Ugbah
b. ‘*Amir for this reason, not to ‘Ugbah b, Nafi‘,

since the former had overall responsibility.

(idii) ‘Ugbah b. 'Amir is known to have been appointed in
A,H.45 and dismissed in A.H. 47..2

(iv) Al=-Qayrawan could therefore have been founded in
either A,H.46 or A.H,47; but

(v) ‘Ugbah b, Nafi''s predecessor in Ifriqiya, Mu‘awiyah

b. Hudayj, was not actually recalled until A,H.47,
because although ‘Ugbah b, Nifi* had been appointed
in A,H.46, owing to his campaign in Libya and the
Slidan he did not arrive in Ifriqiyi until A.H, 47.3

(vi) Therefore the only foundation date of al-Qayrawin
which does not conflict with one or other of the
above pieces of evidence is A.H.47. This date is
further supported by the fact that:

(vii) ‘Ugbah b, Nafi‘' planned and carried out the woxrk of

building the mosque of al-Qayrawdn, and it is known

4

that 1t took four years to build; this period fits

the facts that he arrived in A,H.47 and was dismissed
in A H.51,

(b) The first Maghribi tradition

This tradition is accepted by many Muslim authors,

! Mupammad b. YOsuf al-KindI, Wulit Misr (Cairo, 1912), p. 36.

2 Ibid,

3 For ‘Ugbah b. N3afit''s campaign in Libya and the Siidan see
Ibn ‘*Abd al-Hakam, pp. 194-196; ‘Abd All3ah b. ‘'Abd al~‘Azliz
al-Bakri, al-Mughrib, ed. De Slane (Algiers, 1857), p. 12;

F, Fagnan, Description extraite du Kitab al-Istibgar
(Constantine, 1900), p. 8. <The author of al-Istibsidr, who is

anonymous, makes the date of the foundation of al-Qayrawan
A, H.47 and thus supports this theory.

4 Abll Bakr ‘Abd Allzh al-M3likKi, Riyid al-Nufiis, ed. Husain
Mones, VOlt 1 (CairO, 1951) p- 7-




such as Ibn ‘Idh&ri, and most modern authorities, They agree
in putting the date of the foundation of the city at A.H.50/
A.D,670 (or A.H.51), because they all apparently rely on the

same source, viz, al-Tabarli. He gives as his authority

(through an isndd) for the foundation of al-Qayrawdn an Egyptian

soldier who accompanied ‘Ugbah in his initial posting.
Al-Tabari puts this hadith under the year A,H.50, but there is
no justification for this date in the hadith itself.T

Ibn ‘Idharli states:

(1) ‘Abd Allih b. ‘Umar b. al-‘'Ag was dismissed in
A,H,47 and was replaced by Mu‘swiyah b.iﬂudayj who
was wilithdrawn from the Maghrib.2

(1i) The wall of Egypt from A.H.48-55 was Mu‘dwiyah b.
I;Iudayj.3

(iii) In A,LH, 51 (oxr A.,H, 50) ‘Ugbah b, Nafi' al-Fihr3l

began buildingAl-QayrawEin.4

(iv) Maslamah b, Mukhlid al-Ang&ril replaced Mu‘awiyah b.

Hudayj in A,H, 55 as wall of Egypt.5

All these assertions are erroneous, First, ‘Abd |

All15h b, ‘Amr b, al-‘As was the wAlil of Egypt for one year

only, from the death of his father, i.e., from A,H.43-44.

Mu‘3wiyah b. Huday] was not the w3li of Egypt and never occu-

pied.thiS‘post.6 The wall who succeeded ‘Abd Allah b, ‘Anr

b, al-*As as the wili of Egypt was the caliph's younger brother,

1 AbG al-‘Arab, p. 56; Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari, Tarikh
al-Rusfil wal-Mulik (2nd series), vol, 2 (Leiden, 1964), pp. 63~64,

e Ahmad b, Mubammad Ibn ‘Idhari al-Marrdakushil, al-Baydn

al-Mughrib, ed. G.S. Colin and E. Lévi Provengal, vol, 1,
(Leiden, 1948), p. 18,

3 Ibid., pp. 18-21.

4 Ibn ‘Idhiri, vol. 1, p. 20,
°>  Ibid., p. 21. |

6

Al-KindI, p. 34,



‘Utbah.1 ‘Ugbah b, Nafi‘' could not have begun the building of

al=Qayrawan in A,H.51 as this was the year of his d:’i'.srx.lzi'.ssal...2

It is true that Mu‘awiyah b. Hudayj was in control of Ifriqiya

3

until A,H,46-47; but he died in A,H,.52,~ and as we have seen

Maslamah b, Mukhlid was in fact appointed in A.H.47 not A,H,55,
when in any case Mu‘Awiyah had been dead for three years.
(c) The second Maghribi tradition

This account comes from a .discovery by Lévi Provengal.
This gives the date of the appointment of ‘Ugbah b. Nafit' as
A.H.41 and the founding of al-=-Qayrawan as A.,H.43, Roger le
Tourneau accepts this as the most probable date.s In fact 1t
is the least probable, because if we accept this date we are
bound to ignore the information provided by the other writers
regarding Mu‘dwiyah b, Hudayj who was in the Maghrib until
A.H.46-47 and who built a Qayrawdn himself before ‘Ugbah arrived
in the Maghrib.6

In A.H.41 ‘Ugbah b, Nifi‘' in fact was appointed com=-
mander of an army despatched to Ifriqiyd (in this case meaning
Barqah)., This gave the author, ‘Ubayd Allih b. $Salik b. ‘Abd
al=Halim the mistaken idea that Ifriqiyi meant al-Qayrawdn (as
in fact it only did in later usage), or present day Tunisia,
‘Ugbah did not arrive in the area of modern Tunisia, as we
have stated above, until A,H.47, and the date of A.H,43 for the
v 1bid.

2  1bn ‘Abd al-Hakam, p, 197; Ibn Abl DInir, p. 29.

3 Shihab al-DIn Abmad b, ‘Ali Ibn Hajar al-Asqalinl, Tahdhib
al=-Tahdhlb, vol, 10 (Haidarabad, Deccan, 1927), p. 204,

4 E. Lévi Provengal, '"Nass Jadid ‘an Fath al-‘Arab lil-Maghrib",
in RIEEX, 2 (Madrid 1954), pp. 193=225.

PR

> Roger Le Tourneau, '""North Africa to the Sixteenth Century!t,

in The Cambridge History of Islan, ed., P.M, Holt, vol, 2
(Cambridge, 1970), p. 213,

6 1bn ‘Abd al-Hakam, p. 196.




foundation of al-Qayrawian is therefore impossible.
Al-Qayrawan 1is located in the mniddle of a plain, 74m
above sea level., Two valleys run through this plain and end

in a salt lake. They are the wadis Zarud and Merguellil (Murj

al«--Layl)ﬂ...1 Its location in the Tunisian Atlas puts it in a
rainshade with very much less rainfall compared with the Tall

and the Sahil regions, so that the rain is sufficient to

irrigate only steppe vegetation.2 However, plenty of grass and

pasturage covers the region and this may be one of the reasons

which gave ‘Ugbah the idea of choosing the site of al=Qayrawan

on which the Arabs! camels grazed with relish.3

The main strategic purpose of ‘Ugbah, on the one hani,

was to be within a reasonable distance of the Berber mountains
and to Keep a close eye on the movement of the Berbers to
prevent them from changing their fickle loyalty, while not
forgetting the new recruits which the Muslim army needed,4 and
on the other hand he wanted the city to be out of reach of the
Byzantine fleet, for he recognised that despite the growth of
the Muslim fleet, the Mediterranean was still dominated by the
Byzantines; Muslim strength tlay mainly in their land forces.

I reject the suggestion of Solignac, based on the

6

version of al-Nuwayri,  that al=-Qayrawan was the centre of a

1 Encyclopédie de 1'Islam (1st ed,) vol, 2 (Leiden, 191 3), art,

Sttty e Sl

) Kairxrouan
Nevill Barbour (ed.), A Survey of North West Africa Trondomn,
1959), p. 290,

3 John Glubb, The Empire of the Arabs (London, 1963), p. 1006,

4 \aAbd al-Rahmin b, Muhammad al-Angirl al-Dabbigh, Ma‘alim
al-Iman, ed., Ibrahim Shabbilh and others, vol, 1 (Ca.:x.ro 1968 ),

p. 56, Al-Dabbdgh states that among the six thousand soldiers
who defended al-Qayrawdn against the Berber chief Kusaylah
there were two thousand Berbers.,

> Ibn ‘Idhiri, vol., 1, p. 19; W. Montgomery Watt, The Majesty
that was Islam (London, 1974), pp. 39-40,

0 M, Solignac, '""Recherches sur les installations hydraulique

de Kairoan et des steppes Tunisinnes", in AIEQO, vol, 10, 1952,
p. 14; al=Nuwayri, vol, 22, pt, 2, p. 11, |




small population in the B&zantine period, in the form of the

fortress Qamminiyah:

"En résumé, it apparait comme extrémement vraisemblable
qu'un petit centre de population ait existe sur
1ltemplacement de la future Kairouan, avant la fondation
de cette ville par 'Ogbi Ibn Nifi‘', en 50/670,"

It seems clear that al-Nuwayri is the only authority
to have confused the informatioﬁ regardiﬁg the foundation of
Mu‘ﬁwiyah;s Qayrawan, which was built at al=-Qarn (Bétnal-Qérn)
and the adjacent fortress of Qammﬁniyah,2 with the Qayrawan of
‘Ugbah which lies about tﬁelve kilometreé south~east of
al-Qarn, This 1is the account of{al—Dabbaéh in regard to this
question:

"Then he [Mu‘dwiyah b, Hudayjl raided from there [Banzirt]
and won considerable booty from its environs. He then
returned to Qammiiniyah and built houses in the district
of al=Qarn, calling 1t Qayrawan, The site of ‘Ugbah's
Qayrawan was not built on and was uninhabited.!"3

Ibn ‘'Abd al-Hakam has the following to say about the
foundation of the city of al=Cayrawan:

""*Ugbah did not like the site where Mut*awiyah had built,
So he rode with his men until he came to the place where
al-Cayrawdn stands now.'"%

It can safely be said that al-Qayrawan, or what was
to become al-Qayrawan, was never inhabited, as far as we can

gather from the Muslim chronicles, before the year A,H.47/A.D,667,

! Solignac, p. 14. The Qayrawdn mentioned by al-Malikl as
built on the place of a Byzantine fortress was not al=Qayrawan
which was founded by ‘Ugbah, for al-M3liki himself describes
it as sited to the east of what he calls Jabal Manmilir (al-Qarn
and now Jabal Waslat), and we know that al-Qayrawan is sited
to the south-east; see Mialiki, vol. 1, pp. 18, 21; ‘Abd
al-Wahh3b, "Sur l'emplacement de Qairouan', in RT (1940),

o Il

Al-Dabbagh, vol. 1, p. 45; Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam (p. 193) calls
it QOniyyah; see also al-Maliki, vol, 1, p. <21, Because
Qayrawin means simply "“camp'" one should distinguish between the
camps which were used by Muslims before ‘Ugbah b. Nafi‘, and
al-Qayrawin the city; Joaquin Vallve,'Al-Andalus et L'Ifriqgiya
au VIIe siécle'", in CT, 18 (1970), p. 25.

3 Al-Dabbigh, vol. 1, p. 45, -
4 1bn ‘Abd al-Hakam, p. 196,



except perhaps by the Muslim army as a temporary base during
the early years of the conquest, The burial of at least one
of the Companions of the Prqphet1 was partially responsible
for the choice of the site; this religious sentiment endured
until the city was ransacked by the Bani Hildl and the Banu
Sulaym in the fifth century of the Hijrah, The theory of Ibn
Khaldiin concerning the early Muslim cities can be applied to
al-Kifah and al-Anbar, but not to al-Qayrawan, because it
remained the capital of Ifriqiya for four centuries; it did

not quickly fall into ruins, as he claims, but was destrqyed.z

2 Communications

When speaking about the situation of the city, some
writer93 have overlooked the fact that its location made it the
natural commercial centre of, on the one hand, the three
Tunisian regions,4 and on the other, of the African trade routes
from the east to the far Maghrib, and from the coast of the
Mediterranean to the southern Sahara,

The econonic and commercial influence of al=-Qayrawan
exceeded its political influence, especially from the Aghlabid
period to the fifth century., The commercial importance of
al-Qayrawdn is emphasized by al-Maqdisi: "al-Qayrawan is the

metropolis of the region ., , . it is the supplier of the two

6

Maghribs and the market of the two seas.,." Most of the Muslim

1 Abt zam‘ah al-Balawi (de circa A.H. 34); al-Maliki, vol. 1,
PP o 54-55.L

2  \pbd al-Raymin b, KhaldGn, Kitib al-‘Ibayx,ed, J. Dagher,
vol, 1 (Beirut, 1958), p. 620.

3 E,g., Ibn Khaldln, ibid.

4 Viz., the Tall, the Sahil, and the desexrt and semi-desert
regions, See J. Schacht and C,E, Bosworth (eds,) The Legacy
of Islam (2nd ed.) (Oxford, 1974), pp. 183-184,

5 Al-Bakri, pp. 44, 66, 71, 141,

6 Al-~Maqdisi, san al-Tag3sim, ed. De Goeje (Leiden, 1906),
pp ° 224-‘225 o
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geographers give its network of routes as far as Fez and Ceuta
in the far Maghrib, together with summary descriptions of

people and places on these routes, their distances, and the

prxoducts which one might expect to find along them.'1

The geographers describe four major routes (apart

from the local routes to neighbouring cities of the region):

(a) Al=-Qayrawan to the East: this went in a south~easterly

direction passing through Qalshanah, (3abis, and Tripoli to

Bargah and Egypt; the route of the Muslim conquest,

(b) _Al—gazrawan.to the North: this went to the north and

the north-east, passing through Manzil Bashfi (the capital of
the Ibn Sharik peninsula), R&dis, Tunis, and Banzirt in the

Satflirah region and across to Sicily, mainland Italy, and the

rest of Europe.2

(c) Al-payrawdn to the West: this went in a westerly direction

from al-Qayrawan to-Mujanah, Tayjas, Constantine, Milah, Marsa
al-Zaytunah, Ashir, Marsid al-Dajij, Jaza’ir bani Mazghana, Tenes,
al=-Ghuzzah, Tamajannah, Sat{if, T3hirt, Fez, al-Sils. A second
route went to the south of this, heading to the western Siidan
as far as Qay$tn (in the Samatjah region), and then to B&dis,
Tahiidhah, Baskarah, Bantus, Saqiyat al-=Kharaz, Ahsa ‘Ugbah,
al-Alawiyyin, Qugilir Manglir b, Sinan, Wahran.

d Al=Qayrawan to the South: this proceeded to Qaryah Da’am,

Majdiil, Jamiinas al-$abln, Madhkiixr, al-Harawiyyah, FajJ
al-jammir, Qafgah, Tauzllr, Naffah, Qay}in, and the Sidan,>

Al-Qayrawin was the centre for merchants from Ifriqiya

1b Al-Bakri, pp. -4, 74.
2 E. E..Ashtor,.&_Social and Economic History of the Near East

1n the Middle Ages (London, 1976), p. 103.

Al-Bakrl, p. 74; for some alternative routes, see al-Maqgdisi,
pp. 244-247; Ashtor, p., 81, See also E,W. Bovill, The Golden

Track of the MoOIS (2nd ed.) (London,1968), p. 50,
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and al-Andalus and was used as a commercial base by merchants
coming from further afield, e.g., from ‘Iraq (C. 799).1 Two
resident agents for the merchants of Egypt, al-Raqgadi (A. 4960)
and AbQi ‘*Abd al-Rahman al-Muqgri (A. 109)2 are known, All the
necessary facilities for merchants were available in the city,
from lodging-houses to stores for manufactured goods, and the
agricultural goods which came from the surrounding areas.

Some of the manufactured goods were made exclusively for the
demand of outside markets, especially the market of the SUdan.
Some of these routes were not safe, and individual travellers

had to travel with the caravans for theixr own safety.3

3 The Plan ofial-gaxrawﬁn

In reconstructing the ancient plan of al-Qayrawin we
have used the descriptions of the city given by geographers
such as al-Bakri, al-Ya‘'qlibli, and al-Maqdisl, especially for
the general features of the city like the main street, the
market, and the reservoirs., Another source of information is
biographical dictionaries. The value of these dictionaries
for the plan is that they often give the names of the mosques
which an individual attended or the market where his shop was

situated.4 Because of this we have been able to accumulate

much information about the city's early mosques, which are

very useful clues to the physical shape of the old city.5

The indications are that al-Qayrawan suffered a change

1 Al-Dabbigh, vol. 2, p. 312,

2 For the commercial relations between the Slididn and Ifriqiya
and those between Ifriqiyi and Egypt, see Ashtor, p. 101,

3  A1-MAlik1, vol., 2, p. 61.
4 A1-pabbigh, vol. 2, p. 202,

® gee List .of Features, below, pp. 13-20; see also, A, Lézine,
"Ie plan ancien de la ville de Kairuoan", in REI (1967), p. 63,
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for the worse, and was reduced to a quarter or less oOf its
original size by the later part of the fifth century, Beforxe

this date and from the beginning of the second century it
enjoyed many periods of peace and prosperity which enabled the
people of the city to make it the second commercial city in

North Africa after al-Fustat. It served as a centre of trade
for the products of most of the central Maghrib and Ifrlqiya
and nanaged to extend its commercial activities to the south.1

It had markets for almost every variety of merchandise and

many names of people active in these markets have survived12

This may give us an idea of the expansion of the city.

All indications seem to point to the fact that in
time al-Qayrawdn began to grow out of its 'walls, which had been
built in the middle of the second century. Many people were

living in the environs of the city, extra muros.3 Many quarters

were built for the Arab aristocracy which tended to prefer
living in their own quarters; these quarters werec separated
from the city, e.g., al-‘'Abbasiyyah and Raqqddah., When the
walls were demolished they were no longer sufficient to pro-
tect the city which was expanding beyond them, Before the
actual destruction of the walls by Ziyidat Alldh I after the
failure of the insurrection of al-Tﬁnbudhi (A, 103) they had
begun to fall into ruin and there were some sections which had

colla'psed..4 Ziyadat All3h's action in demolishing the walls

was meant as a punishment for the population and a desire to

! For the inter-relation between al-Qayrawin and Egypt, See
Ashtor, p. 101,

€ gee the Analysis of Professions (Chapter VII (b) below) and
see lists A, B, and C, belowypp. 177-=403,

3 Al-Damanah, Manzil Banl Abi Hassin, al-Rawha’, Ragqgidah,
al=Qasgr al-Qadim (al-‘Abbasiyyah), and Qadaf are all suburbs
of al-Qayrawdn (extra muros)., See Map, No, 3 (inset),

4 Aj-Dabbagh, vol. 1, p. 13.
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see the turbulent city without any means of defence.1

The position of the walls in the plan given.here2 has

been ascertained as far as possible from.scattered.pieceé of |
information regarding what was inside and what was outside then,
There ére no visible remains of the walls, except some mounds
to the east of the city, which the writer believes conceal
remains of the walls., Tbe other remains must either still
exlst underneath the present layexrs of habitation or have been
washed away by the occasional floods which have often been

destructive and devastating,

4 Features of the City

(a) The following is a 1list of the names of foundations and
sites mentioned in the biographical and geographical literature.
Some of these can now be identified, but the majority of them
are elther uncertain or unknown, They are classified as A (site
certain), B (approximate site certain), C (site uncertain) and

D (site unknown).

(1) Baths (hammim, pl. hammimit) "A. B, C. D.
1. Hammam Abli Ish&aqg - e ¥ =
2., Hammam Ibn al-‘Arafi ~ - e K
3., Hammdm al-Nu‘min - - ¥ -
(1i1) Bridges (gantarah, pl, ganatixr)

4, Qantarat bab al-Nu‘'man - T - -
5. Qanfarat bab Nafi' - * - -

1, Al-Maliki, vol., 1, p. 399,
2, Ibid.,, vol. 2, p. 91,

3, Ibid., p. 93.

4, Ibid., p. 173,

5, Ibid., vol., 1, p. 307,

1 n ‘Idhari, vol. 1, p. 100,

2 See Map. No. 2.

3 1bn ‘Idha&ri, vol, 1, p. 113,



14

6. Qantarat bab Abi al-Rabi‘ - % - -

(iii) Cemeteries (magbarah, pl. magibir)

7. Magbarat al=-Balawiyyah * - e -
8. Magbarat bab Nafi® * - - -
9, DMagbarat bab Salm (Quraysh) ¥ e o -
10. Magbarat bab Abi al-Rabi‘ - * - -
11. Magbarat bab Tunis - * - -

(iv) Gates in the Wall (b3ab, pl. abwab)

12, Ba&b 'Abd Allah - * - -
13, Bab Agran . - e
14, B&b Nafit - - * -
15. Bab Abi al-Rabi‘ - * - -
16, Bab Salm - ¥ - -
17. B3b Tunis - * - -

(v) Markets and Shops (silg, pl. aswig: bhanit, pl. bawinIt)

18, ©Stuqg al-Ahad | - ¥ - -
19, Siliq al~Farranin (bal;égs ) - e = %
20, Slq al-Birkah (slaves) I

6., Abu al=-‘Arab, p. 148; al-Maliki, vol., 1, p. 494.

7. Al-Dabbagh, vol, 2, p, 169; it was named after C, 3, who
was buried there.,

8, Ibid, p. 321,

9. Ibid., vol, 1, p. 120; AbLQ al-‘Arab, p. 78.

10. Al-Dabbagh, vol, 2, p. 269,

11. Ibid., p. 334,

12, Al-Bakri, p. 25.

13, Ibid,

14, Ibid.

15, Ibid.; and see Map no, 1, The Bib al-Tirdz was identical
with this one. Al-=J3hiz in his book al-Hayawin mentions the gate
of al-Qayrawadn as having an engraved inscription over it, There
is 1little doubt that this gate was that of Abil al-=Rabli'; see
‘Unmaxr b. Bahr al-Jdhigz, Kit3b al-~Hayawdn, vol, 1, ed, A.M,
Harln, (Cairxo, 1965), p. 78,

16, Al=-Bakri, p. 25; see Map no, 2,

17, Ibid.; see Map no, 1.

18, Al-MAlik1, vol, 1, p. 312,

19, Ibid., p. 313.

20. ‘Iyad, b. Miisd al-Yahsubi, Tartib al-Maddrik, vol, 4, ed. A.
al-Sahrawil (Rab&t, 1970), p. 316, The market of al-Birkah

was the slave narket of al-Qayrawdn (‘Abd al=Wahhab,

waragit, vol. 1, p. 60). The nmarket of al-Nakhkhdsin was the
nane given to the livestock market in.al-Qayrawdn (no, 34 in
the above 1list), A, al-Sahr&wl, the editor of the Moroccan
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21, ©Slig al=Jazzarin (butchers) B
22, Siq al-Fahhamin (charcoal merchants) R
23, Silig al~Dajaj (chickens) e
24, Stg al~Tabbakhin (cooks) - e = %
25. S0iq al=Kharrazin (leather tailors) - e = %
26, SGqg al=-Rahadirah (darnexs) ‘ | - ¥ e o=
27. Slig al~Bazzazin (drapers) T
28, OGligq al-Zajjdjin (glassblowers) . .
29, §&fig Dar al-Imarah - K e -
30, Sfig 'Ilan (‘*Aylan) | - - - ¥
31, Siig Hisham e -
32, Stq Isma‘il - ¥ - -
33, Siig al=Yahld (Jews) T -
34, ©Sfiq al~Nakhkhasin (livestock dealexs) - = - K
35, Stq al-Yarf (money changing) - e e %
36. Suwayqgat (dim,of siig) Abi al-Mughlrah - - - *
37. Stq (Simdf) al-‘Atfarin (perfumers) - = X e

edition of ‘Iyad's Madirik is in error in changing the text of
*Iya¢, and making the market of al-Nakhkhisin the slave market.
For the meaning of nakhkh3s, see ‘Izz al-Din b, l-AthIr,
al-Lubab fi Tahdhib al-Ansab (Baghdad, n.d.), vol., 3, p. 302,
21, Al-Maliki, vol 1, p. 310.

22, Ibid., vol s P. 494.

23, Al-Dabbagh vol 2, P. 343,

24, Al-Maliki, vol. 1, p. 380,

25, Ibid., p, 301, H, Mones. makes the name al-~Khazz3zliln but he
is in error for the text is indicating a man working in leather
and not khazz (silk). For the words kharrdz and khazzdz, see
Ibn al-Athir, al=Lubab, vol., 1, pp. 429~-430,

26, Roy, vol, 1, p. 281,

27. Abd al-‘Arxrab, p. 121,

28, Ibid., p. 158

29, Ibld., p. 135,

30. Al=Maliki, vol, 1, p. 202,

31 . Abu al-‘Axab, p. 180,

32, Muhamnmad b. Harith al-Khushanl, ‘Ulamd’ Ifriqiyah (Cairo, 1953),
33, Abt al~-‘Arab, p. 130, Secec Map no, 2. P. 192, See Map no.2,.
34, ‘Iyad, al-Madarik, vol, 4, p. 316 (M. ed.).

35, Al-Khushani, p. 289,

36, AbQ al-‘Arab, p. 162,

37. Al=-Khushani, pp. 229, 289,




38,
39,
40.
a1 .

42,

(vi)

43.
44,
45,
46,
47 .
48 o
49,
50,
51 .
52,
53,
54.
55,

56,

38,
39.

Stiq al=Simat - %
Slig al-Ibz&riyyin (spice dealers) - -
Siig al-Ghazl (yarn) - e
Sig al-Sawwafin (wool dealers) - -
Hawdnit al-Sarrdjin (saddlers) ~ - -
Places of Worship (masjid, pl. masdjid: kanisah,
Masjid ‘Abd al-Rabhmadn al=Shaybani - -
Masjid al-Saba’l - -
Masjid ‘All b, Rabah - -
Masjid Umm al-Amir - -
Masjid al-Angar ¥* -
Mas jid ‘Awn b, Yisuf - -
Masﬁidebﬁ.Ghutayf al-Hudhall - -
Mas jid Hanash al=San‘ani - -
Masjid Ibn ‘Iyash al-Faqgih - -
Masjid al-Khamis . - ¥
Masjid al-Maqra‘ah - %
Masjid Muhammad b, Bashshax - -
Masjid Ibn Abi Nasgr | - -
Mas jid Rahbat al-Qurashiyyin - -
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Ibid., p. 202,
Al-M3liki, vol. 1, p. 151,
40, Al=-Dabbiagh, vol. 2, p., 343;

(Tunis, 1970), p. 16,
41 , Al-Khushani, p. 253,

42
43 .
44,
45,
460,
47 .
48 .
49 .
50,
51,
52,
53,
54
55.
56.

Al-Maliki, vol. 1, p. 109,
Ibid., p. 399.

Al-Dabbagh, vol. 1, pp. 195=1696,
Al-M8liki, vol. 1, p. 83.

Ibxihim ibn al-Raqiq, Tar1kh Ifrigiyvah wal-Maghrib (Tunis, 1968)
Al-Dabbigh, vol, 1, p. 27. LALVAD WALl

Al-MAliki, vol, 1, p. 271,
Al=-Dabbigh, vol. 1, p. 216,
Al-Miliki, vol. 1, p. 75.
Ibn ‘Idh&ri, vol, 1, p. 182,
Al-Dabbigh, vol, 1, p. 32,
Al-Miliki, vol. 1, p. 307,

Ibid., p. 262,

S

Ibid., pP. 241.
Al"Kh-I.IShani, p- 2991

- ¥*
- ¥*
- *
- *

- *
- 3
* -
¥ -
* -
¥ -
- ¥*
- *
- *
- ¥*
- *

‘Abd al-Wahhib, Bisit al=-‘Aqiq

[p. 184
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57. Mas3jyid Ibn Qadim - - % -
58, Masjid (Mugalla) Rawh . ¥ e e e
50, Masjid al-Sabt - % - -
60. Masjid Sidi ‘Ugbah * - = e

61, Masjid Ibn Khayriin (al-thalathat abwab, ¥ = e

the three doors)

62, Masjid Yahya b. ‘Umar - - ¥ -
63, Masjid Abil Zarjinah - - ¥ -
64, Masjid al-Zaytiinah ¥* - - -
65. Kanisat (church) Qustas - e = %
66. Al-Kanlsah - % - -

(vii) Hotels (funduq, pl. fanadiq)

67. Funduqgq Ibn Khayrin - * - v

68, Funduqg: in the neighbourhood of the - % - -
mosque Oof Sidi ‘Ugbah

69. Funduq Abli ‘'Uwanah al-Bagri - * - -

(viii) Prison (sijn, pl. sujidn)

70. Sijn al-Kanisah - % - e

(ix) Private houses (diar, pl. diir)

71 . Dar Ibn Farrukh - - - *
72. Dar Ibn Ghanim - s - %

57. Ibid., p. 255.

58 . Ibn,al-Raqiq,;p. 41, This was an open space south-

cast of al-Qayrawdn used for performing the prayers for rain and
the two great festivals, Rawh probably refers to A, 59.

56, Al-MAalik1, vol., 1, p. 299,

60. Al-Bakri, pp. 22-23, See Map no, 1 (aerial map).

61. Roy, vol, 1, p. 63,

62. Al-Maliki, vol. 1, p. 299.

63. Ibld., vol 2, p. 124.

64. Al=Dabbigh, vol s, PP. 27-28,

65. Ibn al=-Raqiq, P. 186,

66. ‘Iyid b. Mis& al=Yahsubl, Tarijim Aghlabiyyah, ed. M, Talbl
(Tunis, 1968), p. 364, ° .

67. Ibn al-Faragil, vol. 2, p. 39.

68, Abi al-‘Arab, p. 143,

69, Al-MAlik1, vol., 2, p. 61,

70. ‘lyad, QE.:__C_iE-: p. 364,

21 . Al-Dabb3agh, vol. 1, pp. 241,

22 . Ibid., P. 245.
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74,
75,
76.
77 o
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79,
80,
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Dar Abli Muhriz al-Qadi -
Dar Akhl Rabahh b. Yazid -
Dar Sahniin b, Sa‘id -
Dar Abli Sa‘id al-Wakil -~
Dar Hamds b, Marwan -
Dar Abil al-Hasan al-Hariri ~-
Dar Sa‘id al-Sakran -
Dir Hishim b, Masrfir -

Public buildings

Dir al=~Balzamiyyin (barracks) -
Bayt al-Hikmah (academny) -
Dar al-Imarah (house of the government) *
Dar al-Majdhimin (house of lepers) ~-

(xi) gQuarters (hayy, pl. ahy3d’: zrabdd, pl. arbid

85.
86,
87.
88 .
89,
0.

73.
74 .
75.
76.
77 .
78.

79
80,
81.
82,
83.
84,
85,
86.
87.
88 .
89.
90.

Abmad b, Sa‘*id al~ShamakhX

Hayy al-‘Attarin (perfumers) -
Rabag al-Bagariyyah (suburb) -
Hayy al-Harithiyyin -
Harat al-Margad’ -
Harat Matgrih -
Harat Abi Muhriz -

Abti al-‘Arab, p. 148,
Al-Maliki, vol, 1, p. 220,
Ibid., p. 271,
Al-Khushani, p. 229,
Al-Maliki, vol, 2, p. 73.

Ibid., p. 124; it was situated near the mosque of Abu
Zzarjtinah (no. 63 above). .

Ibid., pP. 92.

Ibid,

Ibn ‘Idhari, vol. 1, p. 123.

‘Abd al~Wahhab, Waragat, vol. 1,pp. 192-199,
Abt al-~‘Arab, p. 135. See Map no, 2.

Al-Dabbagh, vol., 2, p. 342,

‘Abd al-Wahh3ab, Bisat al-‘Aqlq, p. 16.
‘Abd al-Wahhib, Waragat, vol. 1, p. 15,
Ibn al"Raqiq, P- 185-

Al-Mil1iki, vol, 2, pp. 83=84,

Ibid., p. 73.

neds.), Pe 260, See Map no, 2,

, Kitdb al-Siyar (Constantine,



o1,

02,

03.

94,

Q5.

6.
97 .
08.
99,

100.

101,
102,
103,
104.
105.
106.
107,
108,

o1 .
oz2.
03,

Hirat Bani Nafidh - - * -
Harat al-Qaramitah e
H3irat al-Qurashiyyin N
Rabag al-Raydan R 3 -
Rabad al-Rawha’ - % - -
(xii) Roads and Streets (zugaq, pl. aziqgah: darb, pl. durlib:
shiri', pl. shawdri‘) *

Zugaq (lane) Ibn DiInar N - e
Zuqaq al-Farranin (bakers) - e = K
Zugiq al=-Riim (Byzantines) - = % -
Zuqiq al-Saqatiyyin - ¥ - -
Darb (road) ‘Abid b. .al-Aswad - e K -
Darb al=-Agra‘' b. Bakkar - - ¥ -
parb Abi al-Ashhab - x -
Darb Azhar - * - -
Darb al-Mughirah - - - *
Darb al=Raydan - I -
Darb Ibn al-Jufayl - % - -
Darb Ibn Sawadah - = = %
Darb al-Sinjari N T
0 = .

PR I R TR

Ibid., This may be an alternative name for Mandzil
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al-F@hr@yyin,*whichwere in the north-east of the city.
Al-Fihriyytin were a sub=division of QCuraysh.

94.

Al-M3lik%, vol. 1, p. 154; see also ‘Abd al-Wahhab, op.

cit.,p. 15.

Q5.
96,
Q7.
98.
99
100.

101.
102,

Al-Dabbigh, vol. 1, p. 258,
Al-M3iliki, vol, 1, p. 189,
Ibid., p. 313.
Ibid., P 401,
Ibid., p. 1351.
Ibid., p. 221,

Ibid,., vOol, 2
*Abd Allih b,

P. 93; See B. 620

J
Muhammad al-Azdl Ibn al-Faradi, Tdrikh

al-Andalus, ed, F. Codera, vol, 1 ( Madrid, 1890), p. 181,

103,
104,
105.
106.
107,
108.

AbG al~‘*Arab, p. 174.

‘Abd al-Wahhib, Bisiat al=~‘Aglqg, p. 15.
‘Abd al-Wahhib, Waraqit, vol. 1, p. 52.
Abli al-tArab, p. 162; for Ibn al-Tufayl, see C., 154,

‘Abd al~Wahh&b, Bisit al=‘Aqig, P. 15.
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109, Darb Unm Ayyib - % - .
110, Shari' (street) Ibn Mu‘tib L
(xiii) Public Squares (murabba‘', pl., murabba‘dt: xrahbah, pl.
rahbat)
111, Rahbat al-Angar S
112, Rahbat Bani Daraj - -x- - -
113. Rahbat al-Qurashiyyin - - % -
114, Murabba' al-Simat - - e
115, Rahbat al-Tanr I * - - -

(xiv) Water installations (bi’r, pl. 8bdr: mijil, pl, mawdjil)

116, Bi’r (well) Umn ‘Iyad - % - e
117. Majil (resexvoir) Mahriyyah - ¥ - -
118, Majil Bab Abl al-~Rabi‘ . K e e
119, Bi’r Riitah (Bariitah) * - o -
120, Majil (Fusqiyyah) al-Aghi3libah ¥ e e -

(Bab Tlinis)

121, Mijil of S1dl ‘Ugbah's mosque ¥ . e -

109, Abli al~‘Arab, p. 174; the nisbah Sinjarl refers to Sinjar
in Syria, where the tribe of Rabitah lives.,

110, ‘Abd al-Wahhdb, loc. cit. The name Ibn Mu‘tib probably
refers to Ahmad b. Mu‘tib b, Abi al-Azhar (A. 230),

111, ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Waragat, vol, 1, p. 52,

112, Al-MAliki, vol. 1, p. 222,

113, ‘Abd al-Wahhdab, loc, cit,

114, Al-Maliki, vol, 1, p. 151,

115, Abfli al-‘Arab, pp. 162, 184,

116, ‘Abd al-Wahhdb, op. cit., vol. 1,pp. 48«49,

117, Ibid., p. 96,
118, Al=Dabbagh, vol, 2, p. 149, Ibn NajiI in his comment on

Al-Dabb3gh's Ma‘dlim states that this majil was beginning to fall
into ruin and that Ol GLi &l asudll yap Ji o L gl

See Map No, 2 for anapproximate site for it.
119, ‘Abd al-Wahhab, op. cit., vol, 1, pp., 48=49,

120. Al-Bain, p- 2’6-
121, Ibn al-Shabbit, fol. 97a.
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(b) Of the foregoing, the most important features of the city

were:

(1) The Great Mosque of S51idi_‘Ugbah
By establishing his mosque, ‘Ugbah b, Naf‘ al-Fihrl
laid the foundation of the city of al=~Qayrawan, The building
of the mosque took between four and five years, and in its
first form it was a fairly simple structure.1 It remalned soO
for the rest of the first century of the Hijrah, except for
some minor improvements carried out by Hassan Ibn al-Nu‘man,
Ibn Qutaybah al-Dayniiwarl describes the state of the mosque at
the time of the arrival of Misa Ibn Nugayr in al-Qayrawan:
"The building of the mosque then was like a walled
enclosure, except it was roofed with some timbers.
The giblah and the surrounding areas were built with
clay by Ibn al-Nu'midn in a flimsy way."2

It was rebuilt several times during the period of the

Umayyvad and Abbasid wdlis and the Aghlabids to make room for the

increasing population of the city. What is left of ‘Ugbah!s
original construction is his mihrab (prayer niche), which stands
inside the later mihrabs as a reminder of the founder of the
city.3 The mosque was transformed into an impressive architec=-
tural monument thanks to the expansion of the city and the
desire on the part of the governors of Ifriqiyd and the Aghlabid
amirs to contribute to maintaining this mosque, for not only was

I =

- 4t one of the few reminders of the founder of the city but they

wanted their names to be linked with a sacred place like the

L Al-M3liki, vol., 1, p. 7. For the significance of the mosques
in the definition of an Islamic city-pattern, see Oleg Grabar
nThe Architecture of the Middle Eastern city from the past to
the present' in Middle Eastern Cities, ed. Ira

Lapidus (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1969), pp. 26=2Y,

2 \Abd A115h b. Muslim Ibn Qutaybah al- Dinawari, al-Im&Zmah
wal-Siyisah, ed. T.M. al-Zaynt, pt, 2 (Cairo, 1967), p. 51.

3 Al-Bain, P- 23-
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mosque to galin popularity and fame, They left few traces of
theirpredecessors'work..1 Some of them made contributions to
the building by increasing the built area, others by renovation.

As al-QQayrawan grew more mosques were built, mostly

by individual persons who often adhered to sectarian views,

These mosques were said to have amounted to three hundred;3 how-
ever, not many of them are very big, being mainly private mosques
or chapels (mugalld) or family mosques, many of which served as
schools where scholars taught their students.4
Up to the year A,H, 234/A,D.848-849 there was a

certain degree of intellectual freedom in the city, with all the
different sects, including the Kharijite, being able to discuss
their tenets "openly in the mosque of Sidi ‘Ugbah, After this
date, however, only the propagation ofMéliki.orHanafi ortho-

doxy was officilally allowed, and this intellectual activity was

confined mostly to the mosque of Sidi ‘Ugbah. Other bodies of

opinion had to express their views in private mosques or the

nmarket place.5

The second important mosque was the mosque of
al-Angar built by Ruwayfi b, Thabit al-Angdrl in A,H.53/A.D.673,
It stood in the western part of al-Qayrawdn (Mabras al-Angir),
whereas the mosque of 'Ugbah lies at the other end of the city
(Mandzil al=-Fihriyyin), i.e., the Quraysh quafler. These indic-
ations give us an idea of the original plan of the city, which
seems to have been divided between the two major parties at the
' 1bid.

2 Ibn ‘Idhari, vol., 1, p. 113,

3  «Abd al-Wahhib, Bisit al-‘Aqlq, p. 17.
4 A1-Miliki, vol, 1, p. 355; Mubammad b. H&Erith al-Khushanli,

Qudat Qurtubah‘wa-‘Ulamé' IfrIqgivah (Cairo, 1953), p. 255,

> Al-Miliki, vol. 1, p. 276. See also his remarks on Saqifat
al-‘Iriqi and Saqifat al-Masikin, ibid., pp. 134, 306,
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time of its foundation, i.e., Quraysh and the Angdr, This
mosque was abandoned for another mosque in the same quarter,
which was called the mosque of al-Zaytllnah and was built by

Ismi'il b. ‘Ubayd All3h, a wealthy merchant and a client of

al-Angir, in A.H,91/A.D.710.)

In addition to the functions of prayer, teaching, and
commerce, the mosque also performed the function of a court of
law. In ‘Ugbah's mosque both major sects (madhhabs) in
al-Qayrawan used to hold their legal sessions. The difference
between the two schools in procedure was that the Hanafls con=-
ducted their proceedings in the court inside the mosque, with
no special place for the judge, whereas the MilikIs occupied a
special court-room, built within the mosque, This was regularly
removed whenever a Hanafl judge held the office and as regularly

rebuilt when he was replaced by a M3Zliki, This court=xroom was

first introduced by Sahniin b, Sa‘id in.A.H.234/A.D.848-849.2

In addition to these, hundreds of other small and

private mosques were built beside the houses of their users, who
often used them for teaching their students, e.g.; the mosque of
Bani Qadim where Yahya b, Mubammad b. Qadim (C, 905) used tO

teach,3 the mosque of Muhammad b. Bashshir al-Zaribi (C. 479)’4

the mosque of Ibn ‘Iyash the Jurist,s and.manymore.6

(ii) D3r_al-Imdrah (Government House
Our knowledge of the Dir al-Imirah (Government House)

js meaqgre because it did not last very long as the government

1 Al-Dabbach, vol. 1, p. 192,
2  A1-MilikiI, vol, 1, p. 277.

3 Ibid., p. 255; ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Wara it, vol. 2, p. 364,
4 Al-Miliki, vol. 1, p. 262, | ,
> Tbn ‘Idhiri, vol. 1, p. 182, |

6 goe List of Features, above, DD. 13-20, .
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rca-sidence...,-l It fell into ruins after Ibrahim Ibn al-Aghlab left
it for al-Qagr al-Qadim in al-‘Abbasiyyah, named after his
mas ters the Abbasids., We know nothing of the details of the
building or its architectural style, but we know that it had a
central site in the city.

The Dar al-Im&rah was built by *Ugbah b, Nifit* al=-
Fihri, and according to al-M3alikl tradition2 before the erection
of the mosque, This 1is probably correct since it is possible to
use an open space as a mosque without an actual building, while
it is difficult to manage a city and look after an army from an
open place which at the same time represents the authority and
power of the ruler. The Dar al-Imirah served as a residence
for the wdlis until the year AH.185/A,D.801, when Ibrihim I
moved with his newly recruited slaves to al-=‘AbbAsiyyah, three
miles south of al—Qayrawan.sThis Aghlabid move was for the
following reasons:
(1) The siting of the Dar al-Imirah in the middle of the rapidly
growing city made it less comfortable for everyday living.,
(2) Ibrahim I's policy of employing4 negro guards who were
outsiders in the eyes of the people of al~Qayrawadn, and whose
unruly behaviour and uncouthness made them hated by the populace.
(3) There was in any case no room for the thousands of slaves

in the cramped building of the Dar al=-Imirah, which had been

built to fulfil a lesser role than the residence of a virtually

L The site of the D&r al-Im3irah is being excavated by the Tunis-
ian Institut National d'Archéologie et d'Art (Conserxrvation de
Kairouan) under the supervision of Ibrahim Shabbiij. The results

of the excavation have not yet been published.

< Al“l@ljki, VOJ.- 1 9 p. 7.

ed. M., al=Ka‘bI (Tunis, 1968), p. 222; Ibn ‘Idhdri, vol. 1, p,92,
For the royal suburbs see also Ira Lapidus, '"Muslim Cities and

Islamic Society", in Thé Muslim Cities (Berkeley and Los Angeles,
1969)’ P- 63'

4  Ibn al-Ragiqg, pP.222.
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independent ruler.

(4) The growth of the Muslim orthodox legal rites, especially
the Hanafls and the M3alikis; these produced powerful leaders

who were supported by the people in combating the excesses of

the walis, Ibr3ahim I was aware of this fact and knew that the

confrontation between his predecessor and al-Bahlil was an
important factor in the formex's downfail.1
(5) The attempt of the Caliph Hariin al-Rashid to limit Ibrihim

Ibn al~Aghlab's independence by treating his appointed judge ‘Abd

Alldh b, Ghanim al-~Ru‘aynl on the same footing as Ibx&hlm, and

eventually securing a kind of overseeing of the will by a
judicial body. The gadi, ‘Abd Allah b, Ghénim,z enjoyed cone
siderable authority until his death in A.H,190/A.D.506, After
his death Ibrahim said, "We did not wield power or feel secure
until he was dead,"

(6)° The expansion of al-Qayrawdn was restricted by two factors::.
first, the wall which was built in the second half of the second
century and which lasted until the first decade of the third
century., Secondly, even if they wanted to expand the city, it
would have been very difficult because it is hemmed in by two
valleys. This drove the people to form little villages and
hamlets outside the city such as al-Rawhi, al=Qarn, and Sadaf
(see Map. no, 3, inset) and to go into the city for work,

There was probably a livery post in each gate of the
walls, like the one in the gate of ‘Abd Allah,4 for the commuters
from al-Qayrawdn to these places, 7The government of Ifriqiyi
from the early days of the Aghlabid state to the end of the Zirid
L Ibn ‘Idhiri, vol, 1, p. 89.

2  a1-pabbich, vol. 1, pp. 299-303.

p. 790

4 p1-Ma1likI, vol. 2, p. 173,
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period never actually resided in the city itself. After the
Quarter of dl-‘Abbasiyah they left for Raggadah and from
Raggqidah for dl1-Mansillriyyah after more than thirty years of
ruling the country from the coastal town of al-Mahdiyyah.,
Al-Qagr al-Qadim was inhabited by the Aghlabids®
freedmen and it grew into a big town, Ibrdhim II moved from
it to Raqqadah, about four miles from al-Qayrawdn. The circum-
ference of *Raqqadah was greater than that of al-Qayra&win, being
24,000 ells,but most of it consisted of orchards and pl:em‘l:at:i'.t::vns1....1
(iii) Al-Mawdajil and other Water Installations
The supply of water is always a problem in cities that
are lying in desert regions and al-Qayrawidn is no exception. The
shortage of water forced the people of the city to seek an alter-
native to permanent running water by utilising every possible
source of water including (a) the mamr'.:?).;jil2 (b) dug wells (c) waterx

from the wadis,

(1) The mawajil (water reservoirs) are huge tanks which fill
during the rainy season. They varied in size and capacity;
according to al-Bakril there were more than fifteen of them in
the city.3 Some of the mawajil were small and in private
possession, The authorities from the time of Hisham b, ‘Abd
al-Malik showed interest in securing the water supply; Hisham

4

was the first to order their building.,”~ Three huge mawajil, of

which two still exist, were the contribution of the Aghlabids.

The names of these three were Fusqgiyyat al-Aghalibah,M3jil Sidl

al-Dahmani, and M3jil B&b Abli al-Rabl*. The site of the latter

1 1pn al-Shabbit, fol., 128a, 128b.

2 ror the meaning of mijil (pl. mawidjil) and the various instal-
lations, see Solignac, op, cit,, vol. 10, p. 34; alspo Map no,2,

3 Al-Bakri, p. 26. He states: Jlel 2o dues olndll dbue gl
" ldaY e lli, el
4 1pid.
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is still unknown. All three were extra muros, The fusgiyyah

was actually the building which stands over the m3ijil of B3b

Tlnis and this majil and its fusgiyvah were one of the outstanding

achievements of Aghlabid engineering.1 However, the 1nner city
had a fair number of small reservoirs in houses and public
buildings2 to provide for the needs of the family and the
household,

(2) Digging for underground water is another method of solving
the problem of water shortage. Some wells were dug before the
city was founded, when the army of Mu‘awiyah b. Hudayj was
stationed there, and these wells were known by the name of his

father, Abar Hudayj (or Khudayj). After the city was founded,

many wells were dug on private premises,

3 One well was dug,

probably in the time of ‘Ugbah, called Bi’r Umm ‘Iy3d, south

of the great mosque; another was sunk in the second century

and is still in use, the Bi’r Riitah (or Bariifah)., This was dug

on the instructions of Harthamah b. A‘yan, c¢. A,H.180/A.D.796.

4

(3) Water from the wldis was used for many purposes where

purity of water was not important, so that the limited supplies

of fresh water could be conserved for drinking purposes, etc.

The wadi water (which flows in the winter) is brackish, so that

it could only be used for purposes where its salinity did not

matter.s The two wadis in question are Wadl al-Qantarah and

wadi al-Sarawil,

The water problem and its solution gave the city of

Al-Qayrawdn a unique characteristic which we do not find in any

L Al-Habib al-Janhani, al=-pQayrawdn (Tunis, 1967), p. 59,

2 See List of Features of the city, above, p. 20, No, 120 and see
Map Nno, 2-

3 Aj-Dabbich, vol. 1, p. 45.

4

‘Abd al-wWahhib, Waraqat, vol. 1, p. 49.

5 Abid al~‘Arab, p. 148,
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other Maghribl city.1

(iV) The Markets

Al=-Qayrawdn early became a flourishing trade centre
but had no permanent market buildings before the reign of the
Umayyad Caliph Hisham b, ‘Abd al-Malik (A.H,105). The earliest
city markets were temporary and a result of individual efforts,
The mosque of Sidi ‘Ugbah may have been used as a market place

in addition to its function as a place of worship, Some of the
markets of al=Qayrawan were seasonal,like the Sunday Market,
while others operated every day. The oldest documentary evidence
for the siigs of al-Qayrawdn is provided by al-Bakri:
"The samdat of al-Qayrawan's siig was built and roofed by
the Umayyad caliph Hisham b, ‘Abd al-Malik and it was
extended frxom the south of the city to the north, i.e.,
from B3b Abi al-Rabi‘* to Babh Tinis, covering two and
one third miles in length.,"

He adds that all the shops and crafts of the city were organised
in this market,

During the early Abbasid period, the caliphs chose
the most qualified military commanders to rule Ifriqiya. Yazid
b. Hatim was one of the great governors of Ifrigiy3 who carried

out the organisation of the markets and crafts in al-Qayrawan,

(v) The City Walls
In the first half century of the city's existence,

no city walls were needed because the majority of people were
actively engaged in the offensive wars of conquest; no defences

therefore were required, The Muslim authorities did not concern

1 For a detailed study of the water installations, see Solignac,

op. cit.
2 E.g., Siq Isma‘il, Siq Hisham, For the full list of known
markets, see List of Features of the city, above, pp. 14-~106,

3 Al"'Bakri, p- 250

4 A1-Bakri, p. 26.
> Ibn al-Raqiq, p. 149,
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themselves greatly with Berbers (except for those who were in
active alliance with the Byzantines) since they felt secure
as a result of their distance from the sea, which was the real

sphere of Byzantine power and military activity. No precautions
were taken by the Muslims against the Berbers for three reasons:
(1) The Berbers lacked unity; they were divided into very
small clans and sects which were often at war with one another,
(2) Many Berbers adopted the new religion and settled in
al-Qayrawan or its environs, and had participated in fighting
those who were opposing the Islamic advance as far back as the
time of ‘Ugbah b. Nafit*. This situation produced a new deep
division among the Berbers themselves, with many of them joining
the Muslim army and having a share in its booty. This gave the
Muslims a superiority over the Byzantines in North Africa and
later produced an army which conquered Spain,
(3) Most of the wars between the Berbers and the Muslims were
the result of personal disagreement; that is why we do not read
of any atrocities against the population of al-Qayrawdn on the .
part of Kusaylah and al-K&hinah, even after their occupation of
the city. From what can be gathered of the period of their
occupation of al-Qayrawdn, it is clear that no maltreatment was
visited upon the inhabitants.1

Eventually, the walls became vital to the city as a
means of defence. The Umayyad governor Hangalah b, pafwan
al=Kalbi achiecved a decisive victory against the Kharijites in
the year A.H.124 by waging a defensive campaign against theilr
advancing armies.2 He was very well aware of the need for a

strong fortification, but as the Umayyad state was beginning to

1 Ibn al-Raqiq, pp. 46-50; Ibn ‘Idhari, vol, 1, p. 32;
Al-Dabbigh, Vol- 1 9 p- 65-

2 Tbn al-Raqiq, p. 116.
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foundexr, his superiors could do nothing to help him, This

governor was overthrown by the ambitious family of the Fihrids,

‘Abd al-Rahmin b. Habib seizing al-Qayrawdn and establishing

himself as a sovereign, giving only nominal loyalty to the

Caliph Marwan b. Mul;,launmad"...1

When the Abbasids came to power, they approved ‘Abd
al-Rahman's self-appointment and sent him the usual insignia of
the Abbasid governors, However, when the caliph tried to
exercise his powers over Ifriqiya, he £ ound® ‘Abd al-Rahman
adamant in keeping his distance from Abbasid authority. He
resisted the attempts of the Abbasids to compel him to resort
to illegal measures in carrying out their wishes.3 ‘Abd
al-Rahmin being an African (baladi) himself? found the request
of al-Mangiir intolerable from a man who several years before
had been campaigning on behalf of the oppressed and in the cause
of justice; he therefore addressed himself to the people of
the city and announced the deposition of the caliph in regard
to Ifriqiya and he asked the people to renounce their allegiance.
This step had far~reaching consequences. Persons still loyal
to the caliph began to plot against ‘Abd al-Rabmin, and finally
succeeded in drawing Ily3s, a brother of ‘Abd al-Rahmin, and
his army commander, to their side. They assassinated ‘Abd
al-Rahmin and from that moment the country was plunged into war

5

and disorder, Two years of feuds and warfare among the Fihrid

family followed, concluding with the intervention of the Safarl

Kharijites who ransacked the city and killed many of the

1 Ibid., p. 129.

2  1bid., p. 134; Ibn ‘Idhiri, vol. 1, p. 67.

3 1bid.

4 1bn al-kKhatib, A'mal al-‘Alam, ed. M.I. al-Kittanl and M.

°  Ibn al-Ragiq, p. 135.
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inhabitan.ts;1 The Kharijites proceeded to fight between them-

selves, especially after the Ibadites of Tripoli entered the

disPute.z

The people of al-Qayrawan sent representatives to
Baghddd (A. 55, C. 110, C, 113) to ask the Caliph al=Mangfir
to put an end to the disorder.3 The caliph responded by sending
an army of forty thbusand.men commanded by the distinguished
general Muhammad b. al-Ash‘ath al-Khuza‘'l, Abbasid authority

was restored and the first measure carried out by the new

Abbasid wall after that was the erection of city walls, which

took nine months ' to con:qplete.4 They were built of brick and

the width of the wall was 10 ells (dhirﬁ‘).5

The walls were destroyed by the Aghlabid amir, Ziy&dat
Allah I. This was carried out following the abortive insure
rection of al-Tunbudhi in A,H, 209, which was supported by the
people of al-Qayrawan. In the middle of the fifth century the

walls were rebuilt, and the author of Sharh al-Qasldah

al-Shugratisiyvah states that the ruined parts of the walls
were over 22,000 ells6 in extent,
The attribution of the walls to ‘Ugbah b, Niafi‘* is

almost certainly incorrect, and is only mentioned by Leo

. 7
Afxricanus,

L Ibid., p. 141,

2 1bid. See also Ibn ‘Idhari, vol. 1, p. 70.

3 Abmad b, Sat‘id a]_-—Shammakl‘lI, al-Sigar (Constantine, n.d-),
p. 79l

4 1pn ‘Idhiri, vol. 1, p. 72.

> Al-Bakrl gives the circumference of the wall as 22,000 ells
(dhirxd‘). The Maghribl dhira‘ was called al-dhira‘

al-rashshishiyyah, and was equal to 54.04 centimetres; see
W. Hinz, Islamische Masse und Gewichte (Leiden, 1955), p. 63,

9 1bn al-Shabbit, fol, 96b.

f

7 100 Africanus (al-Hasan b, al-Wazzan al~-Fasl), The Histor
and Description of Africa, trans, C. Pory, vol, 3 iLondon,'IBQS),

P' 730-
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Chapter Il

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND, A,D,667-909

Contact between Ifriqiyad and the Muslim Arabs was
established just after the fall of Egypt, in A.H.23/A.D,.642,
Bargqah was then the base from which they carried out their raids
on the remaining Byzantine territories in North Africa, But
because the lines of communication became unduly extended,
Barqah was inconveniently distant from the new areas which wexe
to be conquered, and it was therefore necessary to have a base
nearer to the site of military operations, Mu‘awiyah b, Hudayj
was the first to set up a military settlement in the area of
modern Tunisia, without apparently the aim of taking these
western areas permanently,...,1 He was recalled to the east and was
replaced by ‘Ugbah b, Nifi‘', who had spent most of his life with
the Muslim army in North Africa. ‘Ugbah, unlike Mu‘awiyah Db,
Hudayj who was a politician, was a professional soldier and all
the steps taken during his command may be attributed to this,
One of these steps was to establish a permanent settlement for
the Muslims in Ifriqiya which at the same time would serve as

a military base., He called this new place Qayrawan which was

the same word used by Mu‘dwiyah for the places he had settled,

The difference lay in ‘Uqba,h's desire to found a city from which
e ———————

L One of these places was Qammuniyah; see Yaqlit al-Hamawi,
Mu *jan al-Buldin, vol. 5 (Beirutc, 1955), p. 399. The other
site which Mu‘awiyah used as a base was al=-Qarn near Jabal
al-0Qarn, north-west of al-Qayrawdn (see Map no. 3); for
al-Qarn, see al-M3iliki, vol. 1, p. 19.
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+the Arabs could control N’orthAfrica.1

Al-Qayrawan was founded in A.H.47/A.D.667, and as
Abun-Nagr puts it, "[ ‘Ugbah] intended to use [it] as a military
base for further conquest and a centre for spreading Islam
among the Berbers."2 However, Abun-Nagr i1s in error in relating
the dismissal of ‘Ugbah b, Nafi' to his failure to coordinate
his actions against the Byzantines with those of the government,
and the suggestion that Mutawiyah had ahand in his dismissal is
wholly untrue.4

Maslamah b, Mukhlid al-Angsari was one of the eminent
members of the Umayyad party in Egypt. When they came to power
after a long drawn-out conflict with the Alids, they rewarded
their supporters mostly with the governorships of the countries
where they were resident. Thus Maslamah was given Egypt.
Maslamah revealed the cause for his dismissal of ‘Ugbah in his

partiality towards his loyal mawlid, Abli al~-Muhijir DInar (A. 2),

During Abli al-Muhajir Dinidr's period as governor,
al-Qayrawan was said to have fallen into ruin, In A.H.62/A.D.
682 ‘Ugbah b. Nafi' was reinstated. One of the first things he
did was to xrepopulate his city which had been abandoned by Abli
al-Muh'a'.j'ir.5 The return of ‘Ugbah caused a turmoil in Ifriqiy&
because of his uncompromising policy towards the Berber
chieftains., One of these chieftains was Kusaylah Ibn Lamzam
al-Barnisi, who was provoked by ‘Ugbah to transfer his loyalty
from the Muslims tO the Byzantines, and as a result the conquest

was brought to a halt and ‘Ugbah was killed. Al-Qayrawdn did

L Ibid., pp. 6-7; Ibn ‘Idh&ri, vol. 1, pp. 19-<0,
2 Abun-Nasr, p. 68.

3 1bid.

4 Ibn al-Raqiq, p. 40; Ibn ‘Idhari, vol, 1, p. 21,
5

Ibid., P. 2<.
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not escape the troubles and it was occupied by Kusaylah for

five years.,
The plans of the Muslims for the completion of the
conquest of the Maghrib received a severe setback, and owing

to the struggle which was taking place in the east between the

Umayyad dynasty and the Zubayrids, the Muslim army was not in
a position to fight Kusaylah., Instead, Zuhayr b, Qays al-Balawi
withdrew his forces to Barqah and waited for the outcome of the
conflict. The non-military population stayed in al-Qayrawan
under Kusaylah's rule. Information regarding their treatment
is very meagre, but on the whole it seems clear that he had some
kind of agreement with the Muslim population and honoured it.z

In ALH.69/A.D.686 Kusaylah was defeated and killed
after a fresh campaign by Zuhayr b. Qays al-Balawl. The con-
flict involving the Umayyad dynasty and the Zubayrids was
beginning to turn in favour of the Umayyads and the action of
Zuhayr was a direct result of this. The caliphate emerged wea-
kened from the conflict, and it could not sustain the conquest
in the west., Zuhayr b, Qays was killed in IiL..,H...7O/1!\.|.D.‘6!5)03 in
Bargah on his way to the east by raiding Byzantines, and the
country fell again into the hands of the Byzantines and another
Berber chieftain, this time a woman, called al-~Kiahinah,

The measures which had been taken by the caliph might

have been designed to retake al-Qayrawadn, subdue the Berbers and

make full use of the North African army in his final battle

' 1bid., pp. 30-31.

< Ibn al-Raqiq, p. 50. f

3 r~the date of Zuhayr's reconquest of al-Qayrawdn and the precise
date of his death are uncertain. See Ibn ‘Idhari, vol. 1, p. 32,
For the situation in the east during these years, see ‘'Iz2z

21-DIn ‘All Ibn al-Athir, al-K&mil f1 al-Tarikh ed, A. al-Najjir, .
iro, A.H.1357), pp.9£ff; M.b.Jarir al-Jabarl,Tarikh al-Rusiil

vol. 4 (Ca
wal-Mulrgk (2nd. series),vcl.2,pp.783-97; J.Wellhausen, The Arab
Kin tr. M.G., Weir (Beirut, 1963), p. 184, '

Kingdom and its Fall,
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against Ibn al-Zubayr.1 The plan did not work like this despite
the initial victory., The Byzantines had consolidated theilr
strength on the coast and Zuhayr, who was in a hurry to join

the caliph, ﬁas drawn at Bargah into a battle for which he was
not prepared, The disaster that followed constituted a major
reason for changing Muslim tactics in the area.

The death of ‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr in A,H.71/A.D.

690 did not end the conflict in the east, for Mus‘ab was still

master of ‘Iriq and remained so until A..H.72/A..D.691.3 There

were rebels active almost everywhere in the empire, and ‘Abd
al-Malik b, Marwan was reluctant to take any step which might
endanger his position., 1In A,H,73/A.D.692 he appointed Hassan

b. al=Nu'man al-Ghassani Governor of Ifriqiya with 40,000 men

and in Egypt he was given the power of drafting and financing

an army for the purpose of completing the conquest of the

4

Maghrib, Hassan apparently took more than a year in preparing

for the expedition and in waiting for the caliph to give hin
the go-ahead, for we must bear in mind that ‘Abd al-Malik only

ordered him to proceed when he was sure that all the dangers

surrounding his throne had subsided.5

The first change of policy that Hassin introduced
came as a result of his awareness that the Muslims could not
establish their authority in the interior while the Byzantines

maintained their coastal strongholds, and that without Berber

! The return of zZuhayr to the east is interpreted by the Muslim
historians as a sign of his religious devotion, which is pos-
sible; but if so, why did he take the army with him? See Ibn

al-Raqilq, pp. 52~53.
2 Al-MAliki, vol., 1, p. 36,
3 Wellhausen, p. 187.

4 Ibh:‘Idhéri, vol, 1, p. 34; Henri Fournel, Les Berbeéres; .

édtude sur la conquete de 1'Afrique par les Arabes, vol. 1,
(Paris,:;'l 875)’ Pe 211,

> Mones', Ea’tg al-‘*Arab, p, 236,
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support this authority could not be consolidated.1

Hassan set as his first aim the taking of the major
Byzantine stronghold of Qartajannah (Carthage), which he managed
to do., The other important coastal towns fell and Byzantine
resistance was finally quelled. Hassan returned to al-Qayrawan
to rest and to prepare for the next stage of the conquest,
Meanwhile al~K3hinah, who was expecting Hass3n, had prepared
her people for armed resistance and in A.H.76/A.D.695 Hass&in’
was defeated and forced to abandon Ifriqiyé'..2 He withdrew to
Tripoli where he waited five years for fresh instructions from
the caliph, during which time the area witnessed the return of
the Byzantines.3 Al-K3ihinah was so satisfied with her gains
that she did not bother to take al-Qayrawin, which remained
under the authority of Hassan and was administered by his

deputy Abii $alih al-Fihri (C, 20), until the defeat of al=-K3ihinah

in A.H.82/A.D.701.%

Hassan b, al=Nu‘man then turned his attention to
Car thage, which had been recaptured by the Byzantines, and he
succeeded in taking it between the defeat of zl-K3hinah in
A.H.82/A,D.701, and the year A,H,84/A.D,703, After the fall of

Car thage he began a series of internal reorganisations, such as

1 Hassan was helped by the Berbers, especially the Butur, from
+he early stage of his period as governor, They constituted

part of his army, and after the defeat of al-Kihinah he recruited
12,000 men from the Berbers into his army. See al-M3likl, vol.l,

p. 36.

2 He must have taken Carthage before his defeat, i.e., around
A.H, 75=-76/694-695. There is wide disagreement concerning this
date both among the old chroniclers and among modern historians,
Ibn ‘Idharl sums up the old disagreement by saying that ''the

raids of Hassdn are not recorded by dates", Ibn ‘Idhdri, vol. 1,
p. 30. "Al=-Kdhinah" means ''the priestess",

3 Mones, P. 254. The Byzantine fleet occupied Carthage in
AH.,78/A.D.697.

4 1bn ‘Idhari, vol. 1, p, 38, Lévi Provengal, "Nagg Jadid",
RIEEI,1955, p. 223,
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his introduction of dawawln (sing. diwan) and the building of

a new port and shipyard to provide for his growing fleet. He
ordered the rebuilding of the Mosque of $idi ‘Ugbah. Hassan'!s
introduction of the Berbers into his army opened the city for
their settlement.

Hassdn was replaced by Misa b. Nugayr al-Lakhmi (A. 9)
in the year A,H.86/A.D.705., This date is the one which most

historians*prefer;2 other dates have been given as the start
3

of Misa's period as governor ranging from A,H.79/A.D.696™ to
A.H.BQ/A.D.708.4 In less than ten years the Maghrib was incore-

porated in the Muslim empire and many of its inhabitants were
engaged in the completion of the conquest. Al-Qayrawdn was at
the centre of these successes, and from it Mis3 directed the
conquest of the Iberian Peninsula in A,H,93/A,D,.,712, The career
of Misi and the established authority of his family in the
Islamic west was brought to an abrupt end by Sulayman b, ‘'Abd
al~Malik as a result of personal grudges,

The foundation of al=Qayrawan was very important to
the region, as Husayn Mones points out: '"From the time the
city was planned the wildayah of al-Maghrib began to take shape."5

The city served as a centre for the surrounding areas

and also for other parts of the Maghrib and Spain. The caliphs

i el

1 Al-ME.liki, Voll 1 3 P- 36-
2 Ibn al-Raqlg, p. 651.

3 Ibn Qutaybah al-Dayniliwari, QE;_EiEJ’ pt. 2, p. 50, The date
is likely to have been A,H.85; for the date of A,H.85, see Ibn
‘*I1dhiri, vol, 1, p. 41; Husayn Mones, p, 266, The dismissal
of Hassd&n was not ordered by the caliph for he was against the
appointment of Misa at the beginning. Most of the chronicles
confirm that the caliph was uneasy about his brother's action
(his brother was ‘Abd al-‘AzIz, Governor of Egypt). The claim
that he was dismissed by the caliph is made by Charles Andre
Juli{p,JEiggggz_g£_ﬂgrth Africa, trans, J, Petri, ed. C.C,
Stewart (London, 1970), p. 18.

4 Levi Provengal, op. cit., p. 223,
> Mones, p. <270.
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began to take an interest in the Maghrib and conflicts between
them and the governors of Egypt became inevitable, especially

with those walis who were prominent in the Umayyad establish-

ment; such as Maslamah b, Mukhlid and ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b, Marwan,
The caliphs maintained that they should have the final say in
who governed the Maghrib. The claim of the governors of Egypt
was based on the fact that it was they who recruited and fin-
anced the African armies1 and they were better informed about
the Maghrib than the caliph.2 This being the case, why did the
caliph insist in taking the matter into his own hands with no
consideration for the men who really knew the area, i.e., the

wall of Egypt and his administration? The answer must be

because the caliph wanted the credit for the conquest to be
given to him and not to the governors of Egypt, and was also
anxious that the booty should go to him instead of into the
pockets of the governors of Egypt. Even the appointment of
Mis& b. Nugayr was delayed because of the opposition of the

caliph, who however finally approved it.3 After Mis&, and even

during Misiat!'s period as wall, contact was usually maintained
directly with the caliph, and he began the practice of appoint-
ing the wili of the Maghrib himself. 1In A,H.97/A.D.715 Mubammad

b. Yazid((C. 50), a mawla of Quraysh, was appointed will of the

Maghrib by the caliph, Sulayman b, ‘Abd al~Malik, himself, The

new wilil retained authority over Spain and appointed a suboxdinate

1 Ibn tIdhiri, vol. 1, pp. 19, 34, 55; it is fair to assume that
most of the North African armies were composed of Egyptians orx
people who had been resident in Egypt. The exception was the
army of A.H.123/A.,D.741 , which was a combination of Ahl al-=-Sham

and Egyptians, |

€ At times of difficuly in the Maghrib, the caliphs always sent
the W3li of Egypt to settle it., Ibid., pp. 18, 51, 58,

3 Ibn Qutaybah, op. cit,, pp. 52-53
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wili from al=Qayrawan to govern i1:..1 The historians praise the

abilities and dedication of Muhammad b. Yazid, but his perse=
cution of the family and associates of Misa b. Nugayr stained

his reputation, and when ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz succeeded to

the caliphate he dismissed Muhammad in favour of another mawl3

of Quraysh (Banii Makhziim), Ismi‘il b. ‘Ubayd Allih Ibn Abi
al~-Muhajir who was moré in agreement with the ideals of ‘Uﬁér

b. 'Abd al=‘Aziz, especially in the matter of trying to win the
Berbers to Islam, Isma‘'ill was dismissed after ruling the Maghrib
and Spain for two years (A.H.100-102),

Abli al-A'13’Yazid b. Ablli Muslim (A. 16), a mawlX and

secretary of al-Hajjaj b. Yilisuf al-~Thaqafi, began his governor-
ship after his appointment by Yazid b. ‘Abd al-Malik, by trying
to apply his master's (al-Hajjaj) methods to the people of the

Maghrib., He wished, inter alia, to tattoo his emblem on the

hands of his guards, which was something they were not willing
2

to contemplate, and they assassinated him in A,H,103/A,.D.721=-722,
The people of al-Qayrawdn named al-Mughirah b, Abi

Burdah al-Kindnl al-Qurashi for the governorship, but he turned

down the offer for fear of being suspected of having had some-

thing to do with the death of the late w"a'lli.3

While the people of al-Qayrawan were trying to find a

successor to the late wall,the army chief Muhammad b, ‘Aws

al-Ansirl arrived in the city after a successful mission to
Sicily. He was appointed as a caretaker governor until the

' 1bn *1dhiri, vol. 1, p. 47. Ibn ‘Idhirl contradicts himself
when he states that '"Muhammad bs Yazid appointed al~Hurr b. ‘Abd
al-Rahm3in al-Thaqafi [al-Qaysi?] as governor of al-Andalus, for
al-Andalus was the w3li of Ifriqiya's responsibility while
Ifriqiy& was Egypt's' and on the same page mentions the appoint-
ment of Muhammad b. Yazid as governor of Ifriqiyd by the caliph.

2  1pid., p. 48; Julien, p. 21,
3  Al1-Dabbigh, vol. 1, p. 150,
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calipﬁ should send his approval or an alternative wéli.1

In ALH,103/A.D,621 the Caliph Yazid b. ‘'Abd al-Malik

appointed Bishr b. $afwan al-Kalbi wali of Ifriqiya, and Egypt
(his. former governorate) was given to his brother Hangalah b,
Safwdn, Bishr arrived in al-Rayrawdn in A.H.103/A.D.721=722,
He returned to Damascus to find the caliph had died and the new
caliph, Hisham, had been proclaimed. Hisham dispatched Bishr

to Ifriqiyd again as walil in A,H,105/A.,D.723, and he remained

in this post until his death in A.H,109. He was succeeded by
one of his kinsmen, al-‘Abb&s b, Niagi‘ah al-Kalbi, until
A.H.110/A.D.728, when Hishd&m appointed a Qaysite, ‘Ubaydah b,
‘Abd al-Sabmdn al-Salaml, whose aim was to destroy the authority

and prestige of the Yamanites who had established themselves as

the dominant party in a.l—Qayrawan.2 The Yamanite party took

their case to the caliph himself, whozxrelieved ‘Ubayd All3ih of

the governorship in A.H.114/A.D.732.°

The Kharijite movement which had been suppressed in
the east found a fertile soil for its growth in the Maghrib.,
The populace found in it the response to the many acts of tyranny

and exploitation of the UmayyadWW5liS.4 The violence began on

a limited scale in AH.,122/A.D,740 in the far Maghrib, and with

insignificant numbers, but soon erupted into a full-scale war

against the Umayyads and their walis.s ‘Ubayd Allih b, al=-Habhib,

1 1bn al-Ragiq, p. 100.

€  rThe majority of the nisbahs in the present lists of individ-
uals are nisbahs to Yamanite tribes; see below ch. VII, pp.446-449,

> Ibn ‘*1dh&ri, vol., 1, p 51; 1Ibn al-Athir, al-K&mil, vol. 3,
p. 142- e

* 1bn Khaldin, Kitab al-‘Ibar, ed. J, Dagher (Beirut, 1958),
VO].. 6, P- 1101! i

> Abun-Nagr, p. 75; Ibn al-Raqiq, pp. 110-111; Mubhammad

al-‘Arfisi ‘Abd al-Nadir, The Reception and Development of the

M31iki Doctrine in the Western Islamic World (Edinburgh, 1973),
p. 3.
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despite his qualities in the field of administration, failed to
suppress the movement and many of his men were killed in the

Battle of the Nobles (al-ashrdf)., The response of the caliphwas to

vow to send more men to the battlefield and to settle more Axrab tribes,

He also replaced Ibn al-Habhib in the Maghrib with another wali,

The caliph'!s plans ran into trouble because he failed
to take account of the backgrounds of the men involved. The

wili was a Qaysite and so were most of his men. They showed

arrogance in dealing with the people of al=-Qayrawan, which made
the population feel they stood to lose whether the Berbers or

the army of Ahl al-Sham were victorious.1

By that time, the
people of al-Qayrawan had developed a corporate sense, to the
extent of turning away the vanguard of the caliphal army which

came to help them, and even it the caliphal army had won the
battle of Sibd which took place in AH,123/A,D,742, it would

not have prevented a confrontation between the army of Ifriqiya
and the caliphgl army. It 1is likely that the Ifrigian army would
have its differences with Ahl al-Sham in the battlefield, for
they went to the battle against their common enemy with a mutual

distrust and.hatred.2 Thus the defeat’of the calipht's best

troops at the river Sibd was, at least for the people of
al~-Qayrawdan, a blessing in disguise. After the defeat of the
caliphal army, it was rejected.by_the people of al-Qayrawan and
so it retreated to Spain where it caused chaos and disorder.
The authority of the caliph over tgeMaghrib seemed,
for a while, to be in question, This time the caliph gave the

command and the governorship to the Governor of Egypt, Hangalah

1 Ibn al~Raqiq, pp. 112-113,
2  Ibn ‘Idhiri, vol. 1, p. 55.
3 Ibid- 9 Vol- 2, Pi 31 &
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b. $afwan al-Kalbi, brother of Bishr (A. 19). Hanzalah arrived
in al-Rayrawan in A, H.124/A.D.472 and in the same year he
inflicted two defeats on the Kharijites, at al-Qarn and al=Agnam

near al=-Qayrawan, and thus halted the twoKharijite armies which

had invaded Ifriqiya and were threatening the capital.1
The successes which Hanzalah achieved were due to the
return of the Yamanites to office in al-Qayrawidn, for despite

the dangers which were surrounding the city at the time of

Hangzalah's appointment, it had never rallied behind any wilil

in the way it did with Hangzalah, and even women were, according

to tradition, an important factor in the victories.2

Hangalah b. Safwan, because of the support of the
population of al-Qayrawdn, achieved these victories against a
background of weakness in comparison with their enemies and
with the defeated caliphal army (which numbered 30,000 men,
not including the resident Ifriqgiyan army).3

The factors that contributed to the defeat of Kulthﬂmw
b. ‘Iyid al-Qushayrl and his Syrian army are the same as those
which helped.Han;alah to achieve victory:

1., The composition of the population of al-Qayrawin: the
majority was apparently Yamanite and this explains the fact that

the city had very few Qaysite walis who maintained themselves

against the population, Whenever a Yamanite held office, tribal

conflicts died down. The judges of the city were predominantly

Yamanites. The Yamanite party in the city was led by a well known

warrior who was virtually a maker of QOVernors,4
1
p
3

JUJ.ien, PII 22'
Ibn ‘Idhari, vol. 1, p, 55.

4 1bn al-Raqiq, pp. 105-106; N,B. his attitude towards ‘Ubaydah
b. ‘Abd al-Ra@man., The-name of this. leader was Abii al=Khatt{ar
al-Husdm b, Dirar al-Kalbi (d. A,H.1287?)., He was given the
governorship of Spain by Hanzalah b, Safwin but in the end he

was dismissed, and in the course of a long tribal conflict he
was killed., See Ibn ‘Idhiri, vol, 2. p. 36.
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2, The Ahl al-Sham army was a combination of Qaysite elements
and the most pampered soldiers of the empire, Because of the
prestige given to them by the caliph, they felt superior to the
people of the others¢ regions, regardless of their origin,
Hangzalah acted as one of the people although for him it must
have been a great help to be a Yamanite.

3. The people of al-Qayrawan, according to Ibn al-Raqlqg, wrote
to their leaders who were facing the Berbers, saying ''yvou are
on guard against an enemy and yet here [in al-Qayrawan] is an
enemy who is threatening us and who wishes to seize our town,"
This statement highlighted the threat the people of al=Qayrawin

thought the army of Ahl al-Sham.posed.

4, The people of al-Qarn and al-AsﬂEmﬁwere fighting for their
very existence, and their victory consolidated Muslim authority
against the divisive sectarianism which was threatening the
region., This is why the Arab traditionists and chroniclers con-
sider it one of the decisive battles Of Islamic history.3 The
quelling of the Kharijites took place Just before the Umayyads!
ship began to sink, and this gave the city of al-Qayrawdn a

breathing space, desperately needed, at a time when the central

government was losing ground everywhere,

Many of the Arabs who came with the armies of the
conquest remained in Ifriqiyd, especially in al-Qayrawdn and
its environs. Some .came to the country with their families,
while other started families in the city. The descendants of
these settlers were to have a profound impression on the history
of North Africa and Spain. They were called ‘Arab al=balad

(local Arabs) or al-baladiyyin® to distinguish them from other

L Ibn al-«Raqiq, p. 112,

2 1bid. |

3  Ipbid.; Ibn ‘Idhdri, vol. 1, p, 59.

4 Al-pabbigh, vol, 2, p. 195; ‘Iyid, al-Madirik, vol, 3, p. 310
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ethnic groupings on the one hand and from the Arabs who were
newcomers on the other,

The status of the baladiyyin gained them privileges
and popularity among the people of North Africa. Having been
born in the country itself, they began to nourish nationalistic
feelings for the country of their birth. This is reflected in
their opposition to the caliphal policy in the region, Some of
them went so far as defecting to the Kharijites who were fighting
against the caliph's armies, while others adopted the Kharijite
doctrine,

The political weight of the ‘Arab al-balad began to
show itself in the closing years of the first century, when one
of them was chosen by the people of the city to succeed their
slain'ggl;.z This man, al-Mughirah b. AbI Burdah al«KininX

(B. 14), turned down the offer of the appointment for fear of

being suspected of participating in the death of the wilXi. .

Another member of the Arab patriciate of al-Qayrawdn and the

commander of the army accepted appointment as wilif, This was

Muhammad b. ‘Aws al-Angarli (A. 15).. When the Caliph Yazid b,

‘Abd al-Malik received the news he despatched another wili to

the city. Mubammad b, ‘Aws'had little chance, being an Ansarite,
of holding the governorship and being confirmed by the caliph,
despite have the right qualifications, and he was replaced in

the s;me year.3 The leading families in al-Qayvraw&n continued
to dominate the politics of North Africa, working in the frame-

work of the wildyah and the appointed will., .They occupied the

posts'of judges, chamberlains, ministers, and chiefs of police,

!  AbG al-‘Arab, p. 161; Ibn al-Raqiq, p. 139; Ibn ‘Abd al-fakan,
pp. 218-219., cf. the case of Ak3shah b, Ayylb al-Fizaril.

€ Al-Dabbigh, vol. 1, p. 197; 1Ibn al-Raqlq, p. 100.
3 Ibid., p. 101,
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and they were military commanders and governois of the cities
and regions under the administration of él-Qayrawén.

The first show of strength on the part of the baladiyyin
was with the Kharijites, when Ibn al=Habhib failed to check themn,
and later when reinforcements came in the shape of the Umayyad
army. The leaders of the leadizzﬁn rejected the new wili and
his army., However, the leader of the people of al;Qayrawén,

Habib b. Abi ‘Ubaydah b, ‘Ugbah b, Nifi' (C. 44), and the wilX

designate, did not have the chance to settle their quarrel

because they were killed at the battle of Sibli in A,H.123/A.D.

742 .2

Another ambitious member of the'?ihrid.family was ‘Abd
al-Rahmin b. Habib (A. 40), the son of Habib b. AbI ‘Ubaydah
and a great-grandson of ‘Ugbah b, Nafi‘' al-Fihri, After the
battle in which hais fatherﬂabib‘was Killed, ‘Abd al-RabmSn.b.
Habib crossed to Spain in a bid to seize power there. This
plan was, however, foiled when the Yamanite leader in al=Qayrawin
was despatched as a wali, ‘Abd al-Rahman returned secrefly to
Tunis and staved there until the murder of the Caliph al-Walid

b. Yazid, when he gathered together his adheféntS*with a view

to seizing al—Qayrawan.4

‘Abd al-Rabhmin had been one of the leaders of
al-Qayrawdan (Ahl al-Balad) and had great support among the
people of the city. According to Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam, the leading

citizens had actually asked ‘Abd al-Rahmin to come and assume

! Most of the wilis of Spain were originally from al-Qayrawan;
see, €.dey, C. 47 from Pedigree No, 23, and also A.19, A.23,
A.25, C.66, C.69,

 Ibn ‘Idh&ri, vol. 1, p, 54; Julien, p. 22.

3 Ibn al-Raqiq, p. 123; 1Ibn ‘Idhdri, vol. 1, p. 60; Ibn
al-AthiI, al-Kﬁmil’ Vol- 4, P. 260-

4 Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam, p. 223, The new caliph was Marwan II,
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power, It seemed they wanted to get rid of the Umayyad walzl,

whose masters were drowning in their deepening differences., The
citizens were put in an impossible position when they had to
dissuade the man they had invited to desist from taking up his
invitation., 7The delegation sent to ‘'Abd al-Rahmdn in Tunis
learned while they were on their way that a strong caliph had
assumed power in Damascus and decided to call off their mission,
but ‘Abd al-Rahm3an out-manoeuvered them by preventing them from

going back and by taking them as hostages to neutralise their

families .1

Hanzalah b. Safwan al-Kalbli found himself in no
position to fight ‘Abd al-Rahman, and relinquished the governor-

ship feeling very bitter towards the people who had deserted him

in his hour of need.2

‘Abd al-Rahman b, Habib was quick to concoct false
accusations against Hangzalah when he sent for the calipht's
approval of the steps he had taken, The caliph accepted the
+ruth of his accusations, perhaps because he was in difficulties.
‘Abd al-Rabman did not feel obliged tomaintain his loyalty to
the Umayyads, or to the Abbasids when they came to the caliphate.

This situation ended in his independence from the caliph but this

was .not really surprising because ‘Abd al-Rahmin had, from the

time he seized Ifriqiya, deliberately set himself against the

- 3
central government,

It was significant that ‘Abd al~Rahmin's rule in
I1friqiyi did not last more than a year after breaking the links
with the caliphate, and the people of the city, including part

of the ruling family, began working to restore the links with

1 1pid.
2  1bn ‘Idhiri, vol. 1, p. 60; Ibn al-Ragiq, p. 123.
3 Ipid., p. 125; Julien, p. 22,
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B..=3.ghc::12'id+....1 The first step was to get rid of ‘Abd al-Rahman,
which they managed to do in A.,H.137/A.D.754-755., Led by Ilyas
b. Habib, they succeeded in assassinating ‘Abd al-Rahman, This
was the beginning of the end of the baladiyyin families, The
country was plunged into civil strife, The parties to the con-
flict agreed on a formula for partitioning the country between
the three pretenders: Ilyas (A. 42),‘'Imran (A. 41), and Habib
b. ‘Abd al-Rahman (A. 48),..2 This formula, however, did not work
because Ilyas was determined to be the master of the whole
region, The ensuing struggle gave the ngriyyah tribe of southern
Ifriqgiya a chance to intervene in the intex;nal family conflict,
when Habib b. ‘Abd al-Rahmdn succeeded iq bringing down his
uncle Ilyas. The wave of executions which followed drove the
supporters of Ily&s into asking the help of the Kharijites. The
Kharijite intervention put an end to Fihrid authority in North
Africa. Al-Qayrawan fell into their hands and Hablb was killed
in A.H.1 4O/A.D.757.3

"The atrocities committed by the Sufriyyah tribe of
wWwarfajlimah in al-Qayrawdn provoked the reaction of another
Kharijite sect, the Ibadites, which had established itself in
the mountain-of Nufiisah and around Tripoli, led by ‘Abd al-A‘la
b. al-Samh al-MQ‘'afiri,  When the requests for help reached him,
he headed for and eventually took al=Qayrawdn after a fierce
fight. At about that time, the caliph of Baghdid was preparing
his forces to march on the Maghrib under the leadexrship of
Muhammad b. al-Ash‘ath b, ‘Ugbah al-Khuza‘'l (C, 123). Mujammad

b. al=Ash‘'ath was the wdlil of Egypt at the time, and from there

1
2

Ibn al-Raqiq, p. 135; Ibn ‘Idhari, vol, 1, pp. 67.
Ibn al-Raqiq, p. 137; 1Ibn ‘Idh3iri, vol, 1, p. 69.

>  Ibn al-Raqiq, p. 141; Mubhammad b, ‘Abd All5h al-Quda‘l

Ibn al-Abbar, al-Hullah al-Siyari’, ed, H. Mones, voOl. 1 (Cairo,
1963),, p. 093 vol. 2, p. 356,
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he tried to subdue the Ibadites by sending an army under the

leadership of Abl al-Ahwas al=*Ijli... This army was doomed to
failure; this was the second Abbasid army to be defeated by

the Ibadites, Ibn al~Ash'ath took charge himself and defeated
the Ibadites in several battles, one of them being at Tawargha
in A,H,144/A.D.761 ,1 which opened the road to al-=Qayrawan; he
then established hinself in a]:-Qayrav:in and forced the Ibadite

wili, ‘Abd al~Rahman b, Rustam al~Farisi, to flee the city,

As indicated above, the Abbasids took twelve years
(A.H.132-144) to recover al-Qayrawan, and indeed Ifriqiya,
from the insubordinate baladiyyiin in the first place, and then
from the Sufriyyah and the Ibadites. All of these aspired to
create a state in IfrIqiya.2 These aspirations were quashed
by the victory of Muhammad by al-Ash‘ath who despite his restor-
ation of the city does not seem to have controlled the whole
Iegion,s Ibn al-Ash'ath was deposed by his army in A.H.148/A.D.
765, and they then appointed their own will, ‘Isi b, Misi b.
‘*Ajlan al=-Khurasdni (C. 131), one of the Arab commanders of the

Abbasid army (al-Khurasaniyyah). He ruled the city for three

months without being officially confirmed in the governorship

by the Caliph.
The Caliph al~Mangilir appointed another military com-

mander as wall in AH,148/A.,D.765. The new will, al-Aghlab b,
s31im al-TanImI (A, 51), was the first nember of this Tamim
house to rule Ifriqliya. His appointment over IfrIqiyX was partly
a tribute to his qualities and what the historians describe as a

L Ibn ‘Idhari, vol. 1, p. 72; see Julien, p.23 for Tawargha
(a place south-east of Zaltin in the Tripoli region); al-Bakrl
makes it a spring of water in the city of Nafziwah (P. 47).

2 They succeeded in creating two separate states, one in
Sijilamdsah for the Safarids, and the other at Tdhirt for the
Ibadite Rustumids; see Ibn ‘Idhiari, vol, 1, pp. 156, 197;
Julien, p. 26.

3 Ibid., p. 23.
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sensible and wise character and partly and, perhaps more

importantly, for his past services to the Abbasid cause in their

struggle against the Umayyads.1 Ibn ‘Abd al-Hakam states emphat-
ically that the caliph sent him to Ifriqiya, while Ibn al-Abbar
states that al-Athiab*was one of the chiefs of Ibn al-=Ashtath!s
army. He must therefore have been there already. He adds that
the caliph, when he despatched the army of Ibn al-Ash‘ath, had
told them "if anything happened to Ibn al-~Ash‘ath your commander
would be al-Aghlab Silim..“2 Ibn ‘Idhari céhfirms this by
mentioning tﬂe appointment in the form of a letter sent to
al~Aghlab, who was in Ifriqiya3 if not in al-Qayrawin, at the time.
Al-Manglir was aware (this is clear from the letter he
sent to al~Aghlab) of the inflammable situation in the city. 1In
that letter he asks him to treat the people with justicé, to
behave well towards the army and to reinforce the defences of the
city a1--Q::aty.'caJ:,\rEn1..#4 In ALH.150/A.D.767, al-Qayrawdn was threatened
by Abi Qurrah al-Suf ri al-Yafrini, who was ruling Tilimsan,
However , when al-Aghlab anticipated his move and marched to meet

him, Ab{i Qurrah retreated back to his stronghold, Al=-Aghlab
continued in the pursuit, which antagonised his army,ib%cause
they thought the retreat of AbU Qurrah was a victory for them
and that they should not push their luck too hard for fear of a

trap set by Abﬁ+Qurrah.5 The commanders and most of the army

deserted al~Aghlab-and joined al-Hasan b, Harb al=-Kindi, who was

Inb *Idhari, vol. 1, p, 74,

Ibn al-Abbar, op, cit,.,, vol. 1, p. 69,
Ibn ‘Idhari, vol. 1, p., 74. |

Ibid.

Ibn al=Abbar, loc. cit., Al-Balidhuri claims that the rebells
name was Khuraysh; this is not true because Khuraysh al-Kindi
was a rebel against Ibrdhim b, al-Aghlab in A.H.86; see .
al-Baladhuri, vol. 3, p. 326; Ibn al-Abbir, op, cit., vol. 1,
pPe 1 ot1.
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the head of the Tunis garrison, Al-Hasan b, Harb wrote to most
of the commanders of the army and some joined him in his attempt
to take al«~Qayrawan. This he managed to achieve. When al-=Aghlab
heard the news, he returned to the city and defeated al-Hasan,
forcing him to leave'al-Qayrawén,1 Al-Hasan prepared himself

for another round and in Sha‘ban in A,H.150/A.D.767, the two
armies, despite the caliph's plea for al-Hasan to cease his

activities, met near al-Qayrawan and the result was a bizarre

one, the two leaders being killed in the action, i.e., the will

and thepretender.2

The Caliph al-Mangiir sent another head of the
Khurasaniyyah, ‘Umar b. Hafg b. ‘Uthman b, AbI Gufrah Qablsah,
the grandson of the nephew of al=Muhallab b. Abi Sufrah
al-Azdi (see Pedigree No. 7). ‘Unar had spent part of his

1ife in Khurasan and this was the reason for his lagab Haz&rmard

which means ''a thousand men".3 He was sent to al-Qayrawdn after
the death of al-Aghlab with five hundred warriors in A.H.151/A.D.
768, but unlike al-Aghlab he did not lift a finger to prevent
the growth of the Kharijite sects militarily to a level at which
they were able to challenge the central government (Ifrlqiyi).
Ibn ‘Idhiri states that the situation remained calm undexr ‘Umar
b, Hafg for three years and then chaos broke loose.4 It seems

L The rebellion of al-Hasan b, Harb was supported by most of the
army., They were following him because of their common tribal
grouping. They were all Kalbite. This was the strength behind
the three Yamanite rebellions: (a) al-Hasan b, Harb al~Kindi
A.H.150; (b) Khuraysh al-Kindi, A/H.186; and (c) Manglir b, Nagr
al-Tunbudhil al-Kindl in A/H.210, All these movements as we will
see were directed against a Qaysite wali, It seems to have been
an extension to the struggle of the Fihrids to free the countxry
fyom the calipht's hold. The three were supported by the people
against a powerful wall with considerable experience. See Ibn
*Idhari for the Kalbite support of al-Hasan b, Harb in al-Abbar,

al—ﬂllllah, vol. 1, Pe 70,
1, P. 74;

Ibn ‘Idhari, vol,
3  1pbn Abi Dinir, p. 46.
4 1pn ‘Idhiri, vol. 1, p. 75.
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Ibn al-Abbir, op, cit., vol. 1, Pe 72.
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that the three years of peace, which ‘Umar had not exploited,

were merely a lull before the storm,

In A,H.154/A,D,771, and while ‘Umar b. Hafg was 1in
Tabnah trying to consolidate Abbasid authority in al-Zab, the
Berber insurrection broke out, They took the opportunity of
the absence of most of the army with ‘Umar in Tabnah 'in the

central Maghrib, to launch an attack on Ifriqiyd defeating the

wili's deputy and the garrison of Tripoli with him, This

initial success boosted their morale and encouraged the other
Berber tribes to 3oin the victors in further action against the
Abbasid wdli., For the first time, Ibadites and the Safarids were
in coalition in an effort to uproot Abbasid authority from the
region.1 They mobilized their trxoops, heading for Tabnah in
al=Zab where ‘Umar b, Hafg and his army of 15,500 Abbasid
soldiers were statiéned. Ibn ‘Idhari states on the authority
of Ibn al=Ragiq that the combined Ibadite and Safarid forces
numbered over 72,000.‘2 This number<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>