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Abstract

In recent years, regional works on the British middle class in the nineteenth century have derived
the methodology to clarify the widely divergent situations of social relationships and
economic, political and social activities of the middle class in provincial towns in the
nineteenth century. This methodology, fitted as ‘interactive approach’, takes an inclusive
approach towards the middle class in a specific regional community by using multiple
contemporary sources. However, this analytical strategy risks fostering the ‘tyranny of the
discrete’, enclosing its research object to a narrow specific topic. This thesis tries to
overcome that danger and to present a multidimensional account of ‘the middle-class world’ in
the nineteenth-century town by analysing an institutional matrix for the middle classes in

specific local community where powers, relationships, identities and ideologies were
constructed.

This study explores ‘the middle-class world’ by focussing on economic and social structure,
the political sphere and public institutions in Halifax from 1780 to 1850. It employs the
systematic approach of an original computer database for managing multiple quantitative
sources, and tests the application of this through cross-reference between the database and the
qualitative documents. While the middle classes faced demographic growth, expansion of
textile industries and industrial diversification, their occupational states were diverged. The
governance of public institutions in Halifax from 1780 to 1850 was under the leadership of the
middle classes. The third chapter tries to describe the middle classes in public institutions
and political life in Halifax from 1780 to 1820 in order to clarify continuity and change of ‘the
middle-class culture’ in Halifax, which John Smail argues crystallised in the public sphere in
the third quarter of the eighteenth century. The following chapters employ the rich data of
the later period to explore the public life of the town. While the electoral pattern of the
Halifax Borough after 1832 shows the political dynamics of the middle classes in Halifax,
institutional and ideological factors to sustain the political life of the middle classes are
investigated. Then, it analyses the process and institutional background by which the middle
classes became structured through their collective actions in public institutions from the 1820s
to the 1850s. “The middle-class world’ in Halifax from 1780 to 1850 has critical implications
for the study of the British middle class by demonstrating the complexity of their practices,
relationships and identities in economic, political and social spheres, and these institutional

matrixes in Halifax. It concludes that the age from 1780 to 1850 was the critical period of

the British middle class in provincial towns.
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Introduction’

1. Regional Studies of the British Middle Class

This is a study of the middle-class world in a specific local community, Halifax, from 1780 to
1850. The investigation focuses, firstly, on an analysis of the economic and social
backgrounds of the middle classes in Halifax. Secondly, this study investigates political and
social activities in the public life of Halifax, and social relationships, which some social
historians call “class-relationships’.> Thirdly, agency, structure and authority of those public
institutions in Halifax are examined. In other words, this study explores how the middle
class became located in specific institutional matrix for the local community from 1780 to

1850.

Recent studies emphasise the practices of the middle class in the nineteenth century provincial
towns in the contexts of urban culture, economy, politics and society. ‘The middle class
created the towns as social units from the economic and material structures which they
controlled’.> However, an understanding of the middle class in the nineteenth century towns
has become more diffused, and approaches to the analysis of their social relationships and

activities has become more diversified. Furthermore, recent studies in the early modern

! Hereafter, in all chapters in this thesis, the place of publication for books is London, unless
otherwise stated.

2 R.J. Morris and Richard Rodger (eds.), The Victorian City: a Reader in British Urban
History (1993), pp. 26-29; R.J. Morris (ed.), Class, Power and Social Structure in British
Nineteenth-century Towns (Leicester, 1986), pp. 2-19.

PRI Morris, ‘The Middle Class and British Towns and Cities of the Industrial Revolution
1780-1870°, in Derek Fraser and Anthony Sutcliffe (eds.), The Pursuit of Urban History
(1983), p. 304.



period, especially on the eighteenth century, display dynamics of the middle class, sometimes
called ‘the middling sort’. It is therefore necessary to construct an approach which
synthesises these findings of the regional studies for the middle class in the nineteenth-century,
and presents a perspective to connect the middle class in the eighteenth century and that in the
nineteenth century. The objectives of this introduction are, firstly, to outline approaches to
the study of the nature for the middle class in the nineteenth century towns. Secondly, to
clarify the meanings of the middle class in the nineteenth century towns by evaluating such
key works as John Smail’s,* the middle class in specific local community in the eighteenth
century. Thirdly, to explore the perspective of the middle class in Halifax and outline
systematic approach adopted for understanding the middle-class world in Halifax from 1780 to

1850.

Many studies of the British middle class in the nineteenth-century towns have focussed on the
‘urban nature’ of the provincial towns. As R.J. Morris suggests,” there are two aspects to
these studies. The first is towns’ experience of ‘size and density, and variety’, and the second
is ‘power and institutional resources’. Therefore, it is not surprising that these regional
studies of the British middle class have emphasised the thesis that activities and relationships

of the middle class in local communities took diversified forms.® While these regional case

* John Smail, The Origins of Middle Class Culture: Halifax, Yorkshire, 1660-1780 (Ithaca,
1994).

5 R.J. Morris, ‘Structure, Culture and Society in British Towns’, in Martin Daunton (ed.), The
Cambridge Urban History of Britain: Volume III 1840-1950 (Cambridge), p. 425.

¢ Two recent collections emphasise this thesis. Alan Kidd and David Nicholls (eds.), The
Making of the British Middle Class? Studies of Regional and Cultural Diversity since the
Eighteenth Century (Stroud, 1998); idem (eds.), Gender, Civic Culture and Consumerism:
Middle Class Identity in Britain, 1800-1940 (Manchester, 1999).



studies examine class-relationships and ideologies for urban middle and working classes,’
other studies have concentrated on the heterogeneous character of the middle class in the
nineteenth century towns, focussing on complex social forms and relationships within the

middle class in provincial towns in the nineteenth-century.

First some have tried to assess the economic, political and social status of the middle class in
local communities.® Middle class economic activities were the core of provincial town
economies in the nineteenth century. Moreover, the middle class through social and cultural
extension became important actors in the political sphere, when they were constructing their
distinct cultural and social sphere in the nineteenth century.” Second, the middle class in

provincial cities tried to stabilise inter-class relationship and to consolidate a hierarchical

7 Morris (ed.), Class, Power and Social Structure, Introduction; Mike Savage, ‘Urban History
and Social Class: Two Paradigms’, Urban History, 20 (1993); John Foster, Class Struggle and
the Industrial Revolution: Early Industrial Capitalism in Three English Towns (1974); Robert
Q. Gray, The Labour Aristocracy in Victorian Edinburgh (Oxford, 1976); Geoffrey Crossick,
An Artisan Elite in Victorian Society: Kentish London 1840-1880 (1978); D.S. Gadian, ‘Class
Consciousness in Oldham and other North-West Industrial Towns 1830-1850°, Historical
Journal, 21 (1978), 161-172; idem, ‘Class Formation and Class Action in North-West
Industrial Towns, 1830-50°, in Morris (ed.), Class, Power and Social Structure; R.A. Sykes,
‘Some Aspects of Working-Class Consciousness in Oldham, 1830-1842°, Historical Journal,
23 (1980); Peter Taylor, Popular Politics in Early Industrial Britain: Bolton 1825-1850
(Halifax, 1995); Michael Winstanley, ‘Oldham Radicalism and the Origins of Popular
Liberalism, 1830-52°, Historical Journal 36 (1993); Clive Behagg, Politics and Production in
the Early Nineteenth-century (1990).

! RI Morris, Class, Sect and Party. The Making of the British Middle Class: Leeds,
1820-1850 (Manchester, 1990); Theodore Koditschek, Class Formation and Urban Industrial
Society: Bradford, 1750 1850 (Cambridge, 1990); John Field, ‘Wealth, Styles of Life and
Social Tone amongst Portsmouth’s Middle Class, 1800-75°, in Morris (ed.), Class, Power and
Social Structure; Graeme Morton, Unionist Nationalism: Governing Urban Scotland,
1830-1860 (East Lothian, 1999); Stana Nenadic, ‘Businessmen, the Urban Middle Classes,
and the “Dominance” of Manufacturers in Nineteenth-century Britain’, Economic History
Review, 44 (1991).

® VA.C. Gatrell, ‘Incorporation and the Pursuit of Liberal Hegemony in Manchester
1790-1839°, in D. Fraser (ed.), Municipal Reform and the Industrial City (Leicester, 1982);
Anthony Howe, The Cotton Masters, 1830-1860 (Oxford, 1984); Janet Wolff and John Seed
(eds.), The Culture of Capital: Art, Power and the Nineteenth-century Middle Class
(Manchester, 1988).



structure for themselves through public institutions, in the face of serious local economic,
political and religious divisions.'® In other words, the middle classes in the provincial towns
embedded social relationships for themselves, articulated their diversified consciousness, and
pursued social stability in their public life.'!  Urban institutions in the nineteenth century such
as the municipal corporation and other local administrative bodies or voluntary societies
co-existed and shared their roles. Networks between these organisations also became more
embedded through activities of the middle class. The urban elite in the nineteenth century
was critical to the formation of social authority in these institutions.'” Lastly, the middle
class public life in provincial towns was influenced by 1deologies such as separate spheres,

'3 ‘jdeology is never simply a phantasmic

and liberalism.'"* As John Seed points out,
reflection of social reality but is always a constituent part of it and has to be materially and

socially produced in languages, practices, institutions.” John Smith has recently described

these studies focussing on relationships and forms within the middle class as ‘interactional

1 Morris, Class, Sect and Party; Philip Hills, ‘Division and Cohesion in the

Nineteenth-century Middle Class: the Case of Ipswich’, Urban History Yearbook (1987); Alan
P. White, ‘Formation and Development of Middle-Class Urban Culture and Politics’,
unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of Leeds (1990); Dennis Smith, Conflict and
Compromise: Class Formation in English Society 1830-1914: a Comparative Study of
Birmingham and Sheffield (1982).

"' Cf. Martin Hewitt, The Emergence of Stability in the Industrial City: Manchester, 1832-67
(Aldershot, 1996).

12 John Garrard, Leadership and Power in Victorian Industrial Towns, 1830-80 (Manchester,
1983); Richard H. Trainor, ‘Urban Elites in Victorian Britain’, Urban History Yearbook
(1985); idem, Black Country Elites: the Experience of Authority in an Industrial Area
1830-1900 (Oxford, 1993); John Smith, ‘Urban Elite c. 1830-1930 and Urban History’, Urban
History 27 (2000).

1> Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall, Family Fortunes: Men and Women of the English
Middle Class 1780-1850 (1987); John Tosh, A Man's Place: Masculinity and the Middle-Class
Home in Victorian England (New Haven, 1999).

' John Seed, ‘Unitarianism, Political Economy and the Antinomies of Liberal Culture in
Manchester, 1830-50°, Social History, 7 (1982); Michael J. Turner, Reform and Respectability:
the Making of a Middle-Class Liberalism in Early 19"- Century Manchester (Manchester,
1995); Howard M. Wach, ‘Civil Society, Moral Identity and the Liberal Public Sphere:
Manchester and Boston, 1810-40°, Social History, 21 (1996).



studies’.'®

The ‘interactional approach’ is invaluable for this research to help understand the middle class
in a specific local community, Halifax. It takes a holistic approach towards the middle class
in a specific local community by using multiple contemporary sources. The middle class in
nineteenth century towns should no longer be explored by the approach that the making of that
class emerged from rigid or unified class relationships or a struggle for the production system
or from fixed class ideology. ‘Interactional studies’ had derived methodology of careful
clarification for the widely divergent situations of social relationships and economic, political

and social activities of the middle class in provincial towns in the nineteenth century.

However, this analytical strategy intensifies the danger of fostering the ‘tyranny of the
discrete’, '’ limiting its research object to a narrow specific topic. Indeed, those
‘interactional studies’ have concentrated upon specific topics such as relationships between the
formation of public culture for the middle class and voluntary societies,'® the construction of
social authorities and their institutions,'”® the interplay between specific ideologies and the

% and the economic and business activities of specific groups within the middle

middle class,’
classes in provincial towns.”® Moreover, this analytical strategy has tended to fall into

simplifying the interpretation for interactional relationships between the actions, relationships

15 Seed, ‘Unitarianism’, p- 2.

16 Smith, ‘Urban Elite’.

17 3.D. Marshall, The Tyranny of the Discrete: a Discussion of the Problems of Local History
in England (Aldershot, 1997).

18 Morris, Class, Sect and Party.

' Trainor, Black Country.

20 Seed, ‘Unitarianism’; Davidoff and Hall, Family Fortunes.

2 Howe, Cotton Masters.



and identities of the middle class and the institutional matrix of provincial towns, where

identity, power and ideology were constructed.

So, what is necessary is a new approach, seeking a multidimensional account of ‘the
middle-class world’ in nineteenth-century towns through carefully synthesising dynamic
actions, social relationships and identities of the middle classes, and the institutional matrix in
specific local community. It is also necessary that the complex mixture of specific economic,
political and social institutions in specific communities in this time is analysed by focusing on
the ‘multiplicity of factors which, acting either independently or in combination, exerted
significant influence on the ways’ in which the middle classes influenced local society.”
This study tries to utilise a new approach to the analysis of ‘the middle-class world’ in a local
community in the nineteenth century by focussing on a specific local community, Halifax,

from 1780 to 1850.

2. The Middle-Class World in Halifax, 1780-1850: a Direction

By using an aggregative approach for the middle class in this local community, this study aims
to develop an understanding of the middle-class world in nineteenth century provincial towns.
It is the object of this study to create a framework for understanding how the middle class,
whose activities often diverged in the economic, political and social spheres, were articulated

in the local politics and local public institutions.

The framework of the middle class in Halifax will be constructed by investigating the



economic and social state of the middle classes, their political life and their activities in public
institutions in Halifax. In particular this study tackles two features of the middle class in
Halifax. First, it compares the middle-class world in the local community in the period 1780
- 1850 with that before 1780. Second, it clarifies the middle-class world in Halifax through

the analysis of the distinct features of its economy, politics and society in Halifax.

One challenge to regional studies of the middle class in the nineteenth century has recently
emerged. It arises in studies of early modern Britain,® especially, in the eighteenth century,
which emphasise that the middle class in specific local communities emerged before the
critical social changes of the later eighteenth century such as industrialisation, on which it had
long been predicated. The work of John Smail, for example, makes a critical contribution to
the understanding of the formation of middle-class culture in the public life of a specific local

community before industrialisation, c¢. 1780.** Smail’s framework provides an organic

22 Smith, ‘Urban Elite’, p. 274.

2 For example, see Jonathan Barry and Christopher Brooks (eds.), The Middling Sort of
People: Culture, Society and Politics in England, 1550-1800 (Basingstoke, 1994); Anne
Borsay, ‘A Middle Class in the Making: the Negotiation of Power and Status at Bath’s Early
Georgian General Infirmary. c. 1739-65°, Social History, 24 (1999); Peter Borsay, The English
Urban Renaissance: Culture and Society in the Provincial Town 1660-1770 (Oxford, 1989);
Peter Clark, British Clubs and Societies 1580-1800: the Origins of an Associational World
(Oxford, 2000); Lee Davison, Tim Hitchcock, Tim Keirn and Robert B. Shoemaker (eds.),
Stilling the Grumbling Hive: the Response to Social and Economic Problems in England,
1689-1750 (Stroud, 1992); Peter Earle, The Making of the English Middle Class: Business,
Society and Family Life in London 1660-1730 (1989); Margaret R. Hunt, The Middling Sort:
Commerce, Gender and the Family in England, 1680-1780 (Berkeley, 1996); Paul Langford, A
Polite and Commercial People: England, 1727-1783 (Oxford, 1989); Neil McKendrick, John
Brewer and J. H. Plumb, The Birth of a Consumer Society: the Commercialization of
FEighteenth-century England (1982); David Rollison, The Local Origins of Modern Society:
Gloucestershire, 1500-1800 (1992); Dror Wahrman, ‘National Society, Communal Culture: an
Argument about the Recent Historiography of Eighteenth-century Britain’, Social History, 17
(1992).

# Smail, Origins. His other works of this topic were made under his same perspective.
John Smail, ‘The Stansfields of Halifax: A Case Study of the Making of the Middle Class’,
Albion, 24 (1992); idem, ‘Local Disputes and the Making of Halifax’s Middle Class, 1748-76°,
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explanation relating economic and social transformation in the local community with the
crystallisation of class culture in the public and private spheres of this community. During
economic and social transformation, wealthy merchants and manufacturers emerged, who,
together with a small number of professionals, cultivated new economic relationships such as
credit networks, and displayed distinct economic behaviour in consumption, life-style, and
management of their employee.”> Then, through associational life, local political disputes
and consciousness of their ‘separate sphere’, this new economic and social elite formed both a
public culture and a distinct domestic world in Halifax in the third quarter of the eighteenth
century.”® In this study I shall adapt Smail’s comprehensive approach to the pre-1780

middle-class world in a specific local community, to the period 1780-1850.

In this way this study will make an important contribution to the understanding of the middle
class in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Smail identified ‘voluntary associations,
domestic ideology, and entrepreneurial drive’ as major features of the middle class in the

nineteenth century, as well as in the period before 1780.” However, it was not only those

THAS, New Ser., 2 (1994).

» Smail, Origins, Part I. Smail develops this argument after his the Origins of the
-Middle-Class Culture. John Smail, Merchants, Markets and Manufacture: the English Wool
Textile Industry in the Eighteenth Century (Basingstoke, 1999); idem, ‘Demand has Shape:
Exports, Entrepreneurs, and the Eighteenth Century Economy’, Business and Economic
History, 26 (1997); idem, ‘The Sources of Innovation in the Woollen and Worsted Industry of
Eighteenth-century Yorkshire’, Business History, 41 (1999).

% Smail, Origins, Part II. Smail’s framework depends on Jiirgen Habermas’s concept,
‘Bourgeois Public Sphere’. See Jiirgen Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the
Public Sphere, trans. by T. Burber and F. Lawrence (Cambridge, Mass, 1989). For the matter
of ‘public sphere’, see Craig Calhoun (ed.), Habermas and the Public Sphere (Cambridge,
Mass., 1992), esp. chap. 12; Simon Gunn, ‘The Public Sphere, Modernity and Consumption:
New Perspectives on the History of the English Middle Class’, in A. Kidd and D. Nicholls
(eds.), Gender, Civic Culture and Consumerism (Manchester, 1999); Wach, ‘Civil Society’.

2" Smail, Origins, p. 229. Smail refers works for R.J. Morris, Leonore Davidoff and
Catherine Hall, Theodore Koditschek and John Seed in order to summarise features of the
middle class in the nineteenth century.



three factors that were important for the middle class in the nineteenth century. Rather, the
middle-class world in Halifax from 1780 to 1850 was formed through the interplay of public
institutions such as voluntary societies and local administrative bodies, economic and political
activities such as business activities, voting in local elections, and political movements, and
ideologies such as liberalism and the separate sphere. Thus, although the objective of this
study is to assess whether or not the middle-class culture in Halifax that emerged before 1780
survived in public life from 1780 to 1850, it does not merely follow John Smail’s framework,
and apply it to historical materials after 1780. Rather, this project presents a comprehensive
view of the middle-class world in Halifax from 1780 to 1850, by explaining interrelationships
between economic, political and social institutional practices and identities of the middle

classes.

There are three ways in which this project attempts to evaluate the complex but dynamic
middle classes in Halifax from 1780 to 1850. First, the economic and social state of the
middle classes in Halifax after 1780 is considered. It has been suggested that the first half of
the nineteenth century witnessed the intensification of the distinction® between the lower
middle® and the upper middle groups in British towns. This study will present evidence of
occupational differences within the middle classes in Halifax in the first half of the nineteenth

century, by exploring leading industry sectors in Halifax, such as textiles, and development of

2 RJ. Morris, Class and Class Consciousness in the Industrial Revolution, 1780-1850
(Basingstoke, 1979), pp. 33-35; idem, Class, Set and Party, p. 11. Cf. Neale, Class and
Ideology, chap. 1.

¥ Geoffrey Crossick, ‘The Petite Bourgeoisie in Nineteenth-century Britain: the Urban and
Liberal Case’, in Geoffrey Crossick and Heinz-Gerhard Haupt (eds.), Shopkeepers and Master
Artisans in Nineteenth-century Europe (1984); Geoffrey Crossick and Heinz-Gerhard Haupt,
The Petite Bourgeoisie in Europe 1780-1914: Enterprise, Family and Independence (1995);
R.J. Morris, ‘Samuel Smiles and the Genesis of Self-Help; the Retreat to a Petit Bourgeois



other sectors after 1780. Distinctions within the Halifax middle classes during that period are
also explored through the organisation and social relationships in the public sphere. It will be
shown that there was greater heterogeneity than the economic and social state described by

John Smail.

Secondly, the political activities of the Halifax middle classes will be re-evaluated. Although
the middle classes in Halifax had a shared local political interest in the third quarter of the
eighteenth century, they faced serious political conflicts after the 1790s as a result of
radicalism and industrial conflicts between merchants and manufacturers and clothiers and
artisans. Such disputes within the middle classes were not always reconciled within their
interests in that local political sphere in Halifax. Moreover, from the 1820s, antagonisms
between classes developed, along with specifically middle class political parties and sects.
Political life in British towns in the first half of the nineteenth century fostered political
awareness of ‘sect and party’, which became more formalised after the Parliamentary Reform
Act in 1832>° The middle classes in Halifax in the first half of the nineteenth century faced
serious challenges from other classes through popular political movements — the Factory
Movement, Anti-Poor Law agitation, and Chartism. The construction of public awareness
within the middle classes in Halifax from 1780 to 1850 did not take place without serious
political conflicts. It is necessary to examine how the political activities of the middle classes
in Halifax, which were often in conflict, were articulated through political, economic and

social institutions.

Utopia’, Historical Journal, 24 (1981).
% Dror Wahrman, Imaging the Middle Class: The Political Representation of Class in Britain,
¢.1780-1840 (Cambridge, 1995).
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The final component of this study is an investigation of middle class engagement in public
institutions in Halifax from 1780 to 1850. Public institutions are here defined as systems
existing in specific intellectual or physical space to regulate cultural, economic, political and
social resources. As recent studies of British urban history in the nineteenth century point
out, the governance of public institutions and the connections between them provides the basis
from which to examine the dynamic natures of actors, their complex relationships, and their
ideologies.’’ The local public institutions in the nineteenth century included not only local
administrative organisations but also miscellaneous voluntary societies. In Halifax from
1780 to 1850,* public institutions consisted of local administrative bodies such as the vestry
of the Parish, the Town Trustees established by the Improvement Act, and the Municipal
Borough Corporation; economic organisations such as the Cloth Hall, the Market, the
Turnpike Trustees, the shareholders of Canals and Railways, and so on; and miscellaneous
voluntary societies such as the cultural, learned and educational societies; social policy
societies, religious societies; and other clubs, lodges and societies. Middle class public life in
the eighteenth and nineteenth century depended on activities in these public institutions.
Thus, to examine governance of public institutions in Halifax is to find multi-dimensional set

of the middle class practices and relationships.

During the period from 1780 to 1850, the number of organisations, included in the public

institutions, increased rapidly, and the functions of these institutions became more intensified.

3! R.J. Morris and R.H. Trainor (eds.), Urban Governance: Britain and Beyond since 1750
(Aldershot, 2000); Smith, ‘Urban Elite’, p. 275.
2 See section 2 in chapter 2.
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Leadership in urban administrative bodies, such as the vestry, the improvement commission
and the municipal borough corporation, were institutionalised on the basis of the middle

* though conflicts

classes’ economic resources, political power and ideologies from the 1820s,
in urban administrative bodies between the middle classes themselves remained a critical
problem for urban governance.* During the same period, the number of miscellaneous
voluntary societies also increased. The network of voluntary societies was a strong web
maintaining social order and regulating social resources of inhabitants. These societies

consolidated social relationships within the middle classes, and strengthened the distinct

identity of themselves and public culture.”

Collective awareness within the middle classes was enhanced by their social relationships,
activities and identities in public institutions and was a significant factor in maintaining social
authority. The formation of an urban elite, based on the leadership of these public
institutions, was in turn a crucial factor for their governance in the first half of the nineteenth
century. The governance of public institutions was a central concern of the middle classes in
local communities like Halifax and other provincial towns. It was not sustained by single
factor such as a united middle class power but by a mixture of their economic, political and
social resources such as capital, relationships and ideology. In order to clarify the power of

the middle classes in Halifax, this study will examine the organisational structure of public

3 Garrard, Leadership; R.J. Morris, ‘The State, the Elite and the Market: the “Visible Hand”
in the British Industrial City System’, in Herman Diederiks, Paul Hohenberg and Michael
Wagenaar (eds.), Economic Policy in Europe since the Late Middle Ages: the Visible Hand and
the Fortune of Cities (Leicester, 1992); Trainor, Black Country.

* Derek Fraser, Urban Politics in Victorian England: the Structure of Politics in Victorian
Cities (Leicester, 1976); E.P. Hennock, Fit and Proper Persons: Ideal and Reality in
Nineteenth-century Urban Government (1973); Smith, Conflict and Compromise.

3% R.J. Morris, ‘Voluntary Societies and British Urban Elites 1780-1850: an Analysis’,
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institutions, the functions of these institutions and the relationships between these institutions,
while the economic and political status of these institutions will also be assessed. Strategies
and ideologies in these public institutions will be explored through the practices of the middle

classes and through their social relationships.

The three key aspects of the middle-class world in Halifax from 1780 to 1850, the economic
and social situation, political movements and governance of public institutions, will be
analysed from chapter 2 to chapter 5. These three aspects are not examined in isolation.
Rather, each phase of the middle classes in Halifax cross-refers to others. The middle classes
in Halifax were formed through a mixture of their capital, practices and identities. For
instance, middle class voting decisions in the Halifax Borough elections after 1832 were
reflected not only in party and sect identities but also by economic status such as amount of
capital and industrial interests. Similarly, the economic power of the middle classes through
subscriptions and donations to voluntary societies sustained public institutions in Halifax.
They also tried to negotiate divided political and religious interests of the members of the local
administrative bodies and voluntary societies as well as differential economic status within the
voluntary societies. Furthermore, collective actions in economic, political and social

institutions in Halifax consolidated middle class relationships and ideologies.

This study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the middle-class world in

Halifax from 1780 to 1850, aggregating multiple strands of evidence from three aspects of

Historical Journal, 26 (1983).
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middle class existences. Chapter 1 displays the way in which the evidence for this study has
been interrogated and analysed through a database. This chapter argues that this method is
one of the best ways to pursue the regional studies of the middle class in the nineteenth
century, and that, in order to succeed in understanding the dynamic middle-class world in
Halifax, systematic cross-reference between the database and other documents is necessary.

The close interrelationship between these materials will be emphasised.

Chapter 2 examines the economic and social state of the middle classes in Halifax between
1780 and 1850 by investigating the nature and functions of public institutions in Halifax.
Demographic and economic expansion in Halifax, and the development of economic
institutions were key factors influencing the activities of the middle classes. Through this
chapter, it will be shown that from 1780 to 1850 their occupational structure became more
diversified and that the economic power of the middle classes in Halifax became more uneven

during that period.

The main focus of chapter 3 is to test whether ‘the middle-class culture’ in Halifax that,
according to John Smail, crystallised in the public sphere in the third quarter of the eighteenth
century, was incorporated within the public sphere in Halifax between 1780 and 1820. The
chapter will analyse the social composition of public institutions in Halifax and governance of
these institutions, and will assess the extent to which political public life in Halifax
represented a united consciousness of the middle classes. This chapter will show that public
institutions in Halifax were still managed by the collective actions of the middle classes
between 1780 and 1820. However, the middle classes faced keenly political conflicts in the

industrial disputes between clothiers and artisans, and manufacturers and merchants, and in the
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emergence of radicalism in Halifax.

Chapter 4 and 5, which investigate practice of the middle classes in the public life and
institutional matrix of public life in Halifax in the second quarter of the nineteenth century,
form the core of this study. Chapter 4 assesses the political public life of the middle classes
and the interrelation between the middie classes and popular political movements in Halifax
by focussing on the Halifax Borough elections after the Parliamentary Reform Act in 1832.
Middle classes political activities in the second quarter of the nineteenth century demonstrated
class relationships such as the conflict between the middle and lower classes, and influenced
political divisions within the middle classes. Chapter 5 investigates the middle classes in
public institutions. This chapter, first, will investigate the governance of public institutions
in Halifax by examining their structure and agency. Secondly, it will examine the ‘political
issues’ of those institutions. Finally, it will explore ideologies in public life from the later
1840s to the early 1850s. The conclusion confronts the complexity and heterogeneity of the
middle-class world in Halifax from 1780 to 1850. It will argue that there were both
similarities and differences between the middle-class world in Halifax from 1780 to 1850 and

that before 1780 and after 1850.
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Chapter 1 The Halifax Database

1. Introduction of the Halifax Database

This research project, which investigates multi-dimensional activities and relationships, uses
multiple sources such as nominal lists, statistical materials, and descriptive documents.
These multiple sources are assessed by cross-referencing and interconnecting, and the nominal
lists are sorted, merged, and counted. For systematic management of these multiple sources
for the middleclass world in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, historical databases,
using recent computer database software such as Microsoft Access, have recently become a
significant tool." They can sort, count, and merge data in the database together with
systematic economic and social markers like industrial or occupational codes.> Moreover,
recent historical databases deal with record linkage between various surviving records of the
local community.® Furthermore, they can preserve greater amounts of data, sorted and
merged in the database, than those of the early 1990s. The creation of an original computer
database to manage multiple sources in Halifax between 1780 and 1850 (hereafter ‘the Halifax

database’) is one of the major aspects of this study.

' For development of the historical database, see Pat Hudson, ‘A New History from Below:
Computers and the Maturing of Local and Regional History’, Local Historian, 25 (1995); R.J.
Morris, ‘Computers and the Subversion of British History’, Journal of British Studies, 34
(1995); Charles Harvey and Jon Press, Databases in Historical Research: Theory, Methods
and Applications (Basingstoke, 1996).

2 R.J. Morris, ‘Occupational Coding: Principles and Examples’, Historical Social Research,
15, 3-29 (1990); idem, (1993). ‘Fuller Values, Questions and Contexts: Occupational Coding
and the Historian’, in Kevin Schiirer and Herman Diederiks (eds.), The Uses of Occupations in
Historical Analysis (Gottingen, 1993); Graeme Morton, Unionist Nationalism: Governing
Urban Scotland, 1830-1860 (East Lothian, 1999).

} Harvey and Press, Databases, chap. 8; Steve King, ‘Power, Representation and the
Historical Individual: Problems with Sources for Record Linkage in Two Yorkshire Township,
1650-1820°, Local Historian, 27, 1997.
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Recent studies using historical database clearly demonstrate their analytical advantages. The
Westminster Historical database constructed by Charles Harvey, Edmund Green, and Penelope
Corfield is one of the best examples of the historical database for the middle classes.* This
database, composed of one CDROM and one book, succeeds in demonstrating social
structure® as well as political activities in eighteenth century London.® The Westminster
database is the principal tool for sorting and counting enormous amounts of data for voters and

rate-payers in London with precision.

Graeme Morton’s study of mid-nineteenth century Edinburgh also demonstrates the advantage
of the historical database in analysing public life of the middle class.” His database consisted
mainly of Edinburgh poll books and various nominal lists of public institutions. By using
two economic markers such as industrial and occupational categories in his database, Morton
demonstrated the relationships between voters and occupational or industrial interests.
Moreover, by sorting and counting the data of nominal lists of the public institutions in
Edinburgh, Morton showed the hierarchical structure of the ‘subscriber class’ in the public
institutions. Furthermore, by record linkage between poll books and nominal list of the
public institutions, his database precisely showed the political preference of ‘subscriber class’

in the public life of Edinburgh.

* Charles Harvey, Edmund Green and Penelope J. Corfield, The Westminster Historical
Database (Bristol, 1998).

3 Charles Harvey, Edmund Green and Penelope J. Corfield, ‘Continuity, Change, and
Specialization within Metropolitan London: the Economy of Westminster, 1750-1820°,
Economic History Review, 52 (1999).

¢ Penelope J. Corfield, Edmund M. Green and Charles Harvey, ‘Westminster Man: Charles
James Fox and his Electorate, 1780-1806°, Parliamentary History, 20 (2001).

’ Morton, Unionist.
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In short, the Westminster Historical database showed the nature of middle-class political and
social activities, and their social relationships by sorting, counting, and merging data or record
linkage, using nominal lists including enormous numbers of people from poll books and rate
books. On the other hand, Morton’s study demonstrated that the middle-class world in public
life could be constructed through record linkage for various nominal lists in public life in the
nineteenth century towns, and two types of economic markers such as industrial and
occupational code.® In summary, the historical database is a valuably tool in managing
multiple sources for the middle-class world in the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century towns,
including such nominal lists as poll books, commercial directories, and membership lists or

subscriptions and donation lists of public institutions.

The Halifax 